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EXTINGUISHMENT OF TITLE OF QUAPAW INDIANS TO LAND IN ARKANSAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 8, 1823.. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The general assembly of the Territory of Arkansas represent: That in the very heart of the Terri- 
tory, and claiming one of the finest sections of our country within our limits, reside the Quapaw Indians. 
They claim the south bank of the Arkansas from the old post to the present seat of government, a 
distance of two hundred and fifty miles, with a depth of ninety miles. Above this point the principal 
objects of agriculture are corn, wheat, &c.; below, including their entire claim, the soil is peculiarly 
adapted to the culture of cotton. The north side of the river opposite their claim is, in many places, 
subject to overflow, and much inferior to the south, which is high and commanding. Add to this, the best 

art of the northern bank is covered by the claim of Winters, which in a great measure prevents its 
settlement. Thus, out of five millions of good cotton land on the banks of one of the finest navigable 
streams in the west, but one is open to settlement, and that one the most indifferent of the five. The first 
object in the improvement of a new country should be good roads. The Quapaw claim, separating the 
southern and western parts of the Territory, precludes the practicability of a direct communication 
between them. The remnant of what was once a nation claiming this land, from their insulated situation, 
surrounded as they are on all sides by the whites, have degenerated into the most perfect sloth and idle- 
ness, and the country which they inhabit, which would sustain fifty thousand souls, is scarcely furrowed 
by a plough. The possession of this country, in three years, from its exports, would produce a balance of 
trade to Orleans in our favor, instead of the destructive drain which the purchase of necessaries now 
produces. Its purchase might now be effected for twenty thousand dollars, and the revenue which its 
sale would produce to the government in five years would be twenty times that amount. They are 
willing to sell, and would remove beyond the limits of the United States, and unite with the Caddoes of 
Texas, a tribe who speak their language. 

Your petitioners feel satisfied that a view of a map of their country would convince any disinterested 
mind that the removal of these Indians are essential to our prosperity and advancement. They therefore 
confidently appeal to your honorable body for a redress of their grievance, and ask for an appropriation 
that will effect an object so paramount, and so universally desired by their constituents. 

P. FARRELLY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
SAM. C. ROANE, President of the Legislative Council. 


Approved October 18, 1823. 
ROBT. CRITTENDEN, Acting Governor. 
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BOUNTY LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 8, 1823. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 

The general assembly of the Territory of Arkansas would most respectfully represent: That most 
of the lands patented to the soldiers of the late army of the United States are now subject to taxation, 
nearly all of which are withheld from the knowledge of the proper officers of the Territory, depriving 
her of a large revenue to which she is justly entitled. We therefore ask of you the passage of a reso- 
lution directing the Commissioner of the General Land Office to furnish a list of all the bounty lands 
lying in the Territory of Arkansas, designating the quarter section, to whom and when granted; which 
list shall be forwarded, under the direction of our delegate, to the governor of our Territory. 

P. FARRELLY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
SAM. C. ROANE, President of the Legislative Council. 


Approved October 18, 1823. 
ROBT. CRITTENDEN, Acting Governor. 
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POSTPONEMENT OF THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS AND PRE-EMPTIONS TO SETTLERS IN 
ALABAMA, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 12, 1823. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Alabama respectfully represents: That the 
lands in the counties of Decatur and Jackson have been surveyed with a view to be sold pursuant to 
the existing laws, and that a majority of the present settlers on those lands and upon all the unsold 
land in this State, for many considerations of public justice and national policy, deserve the favorable 
interposition of Congress. They were among the first who relinquished their prospects in their native 
States and adventured to open the country. They made settlements and improvements upon the land, 
then unseld, greatly enhancing its value. But those improvements were taken by capitalists and com- 
panies, who, having superior means, were permitted to purchase and enjoy without an equivalent the 
fruits of enterprise and labor not their own. The inhabitants thus supplanted and turned adrift and 
homeless upon the frontier were among the first who were called to engage in the contest for more 
territory, and were not the least efficient in obtaining the acquisition; yet, being still unable to obtain 
permanent possessions, they were constrained to open and cultivate lands remaining unsold. The improve- 
ments made by them at the labor and expense of several years have not, however, increased their means 
of purchasing, while they have greatly raised the saleable value of the land. The causes of this are 
obvious. The price of cotton, the staple of the country, has fallen; and the bank paper circulated, and 
which has become almost the only currency of the northern part of Alabama, has, by the refusal of the 
banks to redeem it, depreciated so greatly as to be rejected at the land offices. Hence, if the sales of the 
lands in question be immediate, the product to the United States will be inconsiderable when compared 
to what may be derived under more favorable circumstances. If it be now sold, the small quantity of 
sound currency in the hands of a few can, in a great degree, be funded for the purpose not only of pur- 
chasing at the lowest prices, but of withholding from many of the meritorious settlers even the means of 
acquiring their improvements at those prices; and the consequence will be that the settlers will be again 
supplanted, and that, too, in a manner disadvantageous to the United States. 

This general assembly, therefore, submit for the consideration of the Congress of the United States 
the propriety of postponing the sale of the public lands in the counties of Jackson and Decatur, and also 
the justice of making provisions by law for the benefit of those who have made improvements of 
permanent value on said lands by granting to settlers the right of pre-emption to one quarter section or 
half quarter section, embracing their improvements, under such regulations as may seem reasonable and 
expedient. 

And be it resolved, That his excellency the governor be required to cause two copies of the foregoing 
memorial to be made out and forwarded—one to our senators and one to our representative in Congress. 

A. P. BAGBY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICH’S DAVIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 1, 1823. 
ISRAEL PICKENS. 


THE SsaTte oF ALaBaMa, fo wit: 


I, James J. Pleasants, secretary of state for the State of Alabama, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going is a true copy, taken from the original roll on file in the executive office. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the State, at Cahaba, this 2d day of January, in the year of our 
[t. 8] Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, and of American independence the forty- 
" “4 seventh. JS. J. PLEASANTS, Secretary of State. 
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LAND FOR SEATS OF JUSTICE IN ALABAMA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 15, 1824. 
MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS ON THE SUBJECT OF PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of Alabama respectfully represents: That whereas the Con- 
gress of the United States at their last session passed an act granting to certain counties in this State 
in which the public lands have not been sold the right of pre-emption to a certain quarter section of land 
for the location of the seats of justice in the said counties, respectively. 

Your memorialists would further show that in the counties of Bibb, Henry, and Pike, public buildings 
have been erected on the public lands at considerable expense to the said counties; your memorialists 
are therefore of opinion that a similar law in relation to the counties above recited would not only be an 
act of justice, but would greatly enhance the value of the land adjacent thereto; your memorialists would 
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further represent that, in several of the counties in this State, a part only of the public lands have been 
sold by the government; and in some of the counties thus situated the positions most eligible for the 
establishment of the seats of justice have been sold; and that, therefore, as the act of your honorable 
body before alluded to requires the location of the seats of justice on the land to which the pre-emption 
right is granted, the counties so situated are deprived of the benefit which your memorialists believe was 
intended by the said act of Congress; your memorialists, therefore, in consideration of the premises, pray 
your honorable body to pass a law granting to the counties situated as herein set forth the right of pre- 
emption to a quarter section of land to be selected in any part of the county (of such land as has not been 
sold) to be sold, and the proceeds to be applied to the erection of the public buildings in said counties; 
and your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Resolved, That the governor be required to transmit two copies of the foregoing memorial to the 
Congress of the United States—one copy to our senators and one copy to our representatives, and 
request their exertions to procure the passage of a law embracing the objects of the same. 

WILLIAM J. ADAIR, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICH’S DAVIS, President of the Senate. 

Approved December 17, 1823. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 


DeparTMENT oF State, Cahaba, December 29, 1823. 


A true copy taken from the enrolled copy on file in this department. 
JS. J. PLEASANTS, Secretary of State. 
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REGULATIONS FOR GRANTING LAND UNDER THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 1824. 


REGULATIONS FOR THE GRANTING OF LAND UNDER THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT OF LOUISIANA, AND 
MR. GALLATIN’S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE LAND COMMISSIONERS IN LOUISIANA AND MISSOURI. 


Don Alexander OReilly, commander of Benfayon, of the Order of Alcantara, inspector general of infantry, 
appointed by special commission governor and captain general of this province of Louisiana. 


Divers complaints and petitions which have been addressed to us by the inhabitants of Opelousas, 
Attakapas, Natchitoches, and other places of this province, joined to the knowledge we have acquired of 
the local concerns, culture, and means of the inhabitants, by the visit which we have lately made to the 
Cote des Allemands, Cote des Accadians, Hyberville, and La Pointe Coupee, with the examination we 
have made of the reports of the inhabitants assembled, by our order, in each district, having convinced us 
that the tranquillity of the said inhabitants and the progress of culture required a new regulation, which 
should fix the extent of the grants of lands which shall hereafter be made, as well as the enclosures, 
cleared lands, roads, and bridges, which the inhabitants are bound to keep in repair, and to point out the 
damage by cattle, for which the proprietors shall be responsible; for these causes, and having nothing in 
view but the public good and the happiness of every inhabitant, after having advised with persons well 
informed in these matters, we have regulated all those objects in the following articles: 

1. There shall be granted to each newly arrived family who may wish to establish themselves on the 
borders of the river six or eight arpents in front (according to the means of the cultivator) by forty 
arpents in depth, in order that they may have the benefit of the cypress wood, which is as necessary as 
useful to the inhabitants. 

2. The gragtees established on the borders of the river shall be held bound to make, within the first 
three years of possession, mounds sufficient for the preservation of the land and the ditches necessary to 
carry off the water. They shall, besides, keep the roads in good repair, of the width of at least forty feet 
between the inner ditch, which runs along the mound, and the barrier, with bridges of twelve feet over 
the ditches which may cross the roads. ‘The said grantees shall be held bound, within the said term of 
three years’ possession, to clear the whole front of their land to the depth of two arpents; and in default 
of fulfilling these conditions their land shall revert to the King’s domain, and be granted anew; and the 
judge of each place shall be responsible to the governor for the superintendence of this object. 

3. The said grants can neither be sold nor aliened by the proprietors until after three years of pos- 
session, and until the above-mentioned conditions shall have been entirely fulfilled. To guard against 
every evasion in this respect, the sales of the said lands cannot be made without a written permission 
from the governor general, who will not grant it until, on strict inquiry, it shall be found that the condi- 
tions above explained have been duly executed. 

4, The points formed by the lands on the Mississippi river, leaving in some places but little depth, 
there may be granted in these cases twelve arpents front; and, on a supposition that these points should 
not be applied for by any inhabitant, they shall be distributed to the settlers nearest thereto, in order 
that the communication of the roads may not be interrupted. 

5. If a tract belonging to minors should remain uncleared, and the mounds and roads should not be 
kept in repair, the judge of the quarter shall inquire into the cause thereof. If attributable to the guar- 
dian, he shall oblige him to conform promptly to this regulation; but if arising from want of means in 
the minors, the judge, after having by a verbal process attained proof thereof, shall report the same to the 
governor general, to the end that the said land may be sold for the lenefit of the minors; (a special favor 
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granted to minors only;) but if no purchaser shall, within six months, be found, the said land shall be 
conceded gratis. oe ; 

6. Every inhabitant shall be held bound to enclose, within three years, the whole front of his land 
which shall be cleared; and for the remainder of his enclosure he will agree with his neighbors in propor- 
tion to his cleared land and his means. 

7. Cattle shall be permitted to go at large from the eleventh of November to the fifteenth of March 
of the year following; and at all other times the proprietor shall be responsible for the damage that his 
cattle may have done to his neighbors. He who may have suffered the damage shall complain to the 
judge of the district, who, after having satisfied himself of the truth thereof, shall name experienced 
men to estimate the value of the same, and shall then order remuneration without delay. 

8. No grant in the Opelousas, Attakapas, and Natchitoches shall exceed one league in front by one 
league in depth; but when the land granted shall not have that depth, a league and a half in front by half 
a league in depth may be granted. 

9. To obtain in the Opelousas, Attakapas, and Natchitoches a grant of forty-two arpents in front by 
forty-two arpents in depth, the applicant must make it appear that he is possessor of one hundred head of 
tame cattle, some horses and sheep, and two slaves to look after them; a proportion which shall always 
be observed for the grants to be made of greater extent than that declared in the preceding article. 

10. All cattle shall be branded by the proprietors; and those who shall not have branded them at the 
age of eighteen months cannot thereafter claim a property therein. 

11. Nothing being more injurious to the inhabitants than strayed cattle, without the destruction of 
which tame cattle cannot increase, and the inhabitants will continue to labor under those evils of which 
they have often complained to us, and considering that the province is at present infested by strayed 
cattle, we allow to the proprietors, until the first day of July of the next year, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-one, and no longer, to collect and kill to their use the said strayed cattle; after which time 
they shall be considered wild, and may be killed by any person whomsoever; and no one shall oppose 
himself thereto, or lay claim to a property therein. 

12. All grants shall be made, in the name of the King, by the governor general of the province, who 
will, at the same time, appoint a surveyor to fix the boufds thereof, both in front and depth, in presence 
of the judge ordinary of the district, and of two adjoining settlers, who shall be present at the survey. 
The above-mentioned four persons shall sign the verbal process which shall be made thereof, and the 
surveyor shall make three copies of the same; one of which shall be deposited in the office of the scrivener 
of the government and the cabildo, another shall be delivered to the governor general, and the third to the 
proprietor, to be annexed to the titles of his grant. 

In pursuance of the powers which our lord the King (whom God preserve) has been pleased to 
confide to us by his patent, issued at Aranjuez April 16, 1769, to establish in the military, the police, and 
in the administration of justice and his finances, such regulations as should be conducive to his service 
and the happiness of his subjects in this colony, with the reserve of his Majesty’s good pleasure, we order 


- and command the governor, judges, cabildo, and all the inhabitants of this province, to perform punctually 


all that is required by this regulation. 
Given at New Orleans February 18, 1770. 





SPANISH REGULATIONS FOR THE ALLOTMENT OF LANDS. 


Instructions of Governor Gayoso for the administration of the posts and distribution of lunds. 


Instructions to be observed by the commandants of the posts in this province for the admission of 
new settlers: 

1. If the new settler comes from another post in the province where he has obtained a grant of land 
no other grant shall be made to him; and if he undertakes to fix himself down he must buy lands, or 
produce my special permission for the grant; and in order to determine whether he has before obtained 
land or not, the commandant of the post from which he goes shall express it in his passport. 

2. If the new settler is a stranger, and is not a farmer, nor married, nor has property in negroes, 
merchandise, or money, he shall have no right to solicit a grant of lands until he has remained four years, 
conducting himself well in some honest and useful occupation. 

3. Artisans shall be fully protected, but no land shall be granted to them until they have acquired 
property, and have lived three years in the exercise of their art or profession. 

4. To no unmarried emigrant who has not a trade or profession shall lands be granted till after the 
expiration of four years, and then only on his showing that he has been without interruption honestly 
employed in the cultivation of the earth; without which necessary circumstance he shall not be entitled 
to a grant. 

5. If any person as described in the last article, after having lived in the country two years, shall 
obtain a recommendation from a farmer of honesty, who shall be willing, from his industry and application, 
to give him his daughter in marriage, as soon as the marriage is accomplished in due form he shall be 
entitled to receive a grant of land, agreeably to the terms contained in this instruction. 

6. The privilege of enjoying liberty of conscience is not to extend beyond the first generation. The 
children of those who enjoy it must positively be Catholics. Those who will not conform to this rule are 
not to be admitted, but are to be sent back out of the province immediately, even though they possess 
much property. 

T. In the Illinois none shall be admitted but Catholics of the classes of farmers and artisans. They 
must also possess some property, and must not have served in any public character in the country from 
whence they come. The provisions of the preceding article shalMbe explained to the emigrants already 
established in the province who are not Catholics, and shall be observed by them, the not having done it 
until this time being an omission, and contrary to the orders of his Majesty, which required it from the 
beginning. 

8. The commandants will take particular care that no Protestant preacher, or one of any sect other 
than the Catholic, shall introduce himself into the province. The least neglect in this respect will be a 
subject of great reprehension. 
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9. To every new settler answering the foregoing description, and married, there shall be granted two 
hundred arpents of land; fifty arpents shall be added for every child he shall bring with him. 

10. To every emigrant possessing property and uniting the circumstances before mentioned, who 
shall arrive with an intention to establish himself, there shall be granted two hundred arpents of land; 
and, in addition, twenty arpents for every negro that he shall bring: provided, however, that the grant 
shall never exceed eight hundred arpents to one proprietor. If he has such a number of negroes as would 
entitle him, at the above rate, to a larger grant, he will also possess the means of purchasing more than 
that quantity of land if he wants it; and it is necessary, by all possible means, to prevent speculations 
in lands. 

11. No lands shall be granted to traders: as they live in the towns they do not want them. 

12. Immediately on the arrival of a new settler the oath of fidelity shall be required of him. If he 
is married, he shall prove that the wife whom he brings with him is his lawful wife. If he has goods or 
personal property, they shall both declare What part of them belongs to the portion of the wife, and 
whether any part belongs to any person who is absent, giving them to understand that if the contrary of 
what they assert is proved the lands which are granted to them shall be taken back, with all the improve- 
ments they may have made upon them. 

13. At the time when they take the oath the above particulars are tu be attended to; and no lands 
are to be granted for any negroes which are not proved to be lawfully and wholly the property of the 
emigrant, nor for the wife whom he brings with him, unless she is proved to be his lawful wife. In 
default of making such proofs he is to be taken as coming within the description given in the second 
article. 

14. The new settler to whom lands have been granted shall lose them without recovery if in the term 
of one year he shall not begin to establish himself upon them, or if in the third year he shall not have 
put under labor ten arpents in every hundred. 

15. He shall not possess the right to sell his lands until he shall have produced three crops on the 
tenth part of his lands, which shall be well cultivated; but in case of death he may leave them to his 
lawful heir, if he has one resident in the country. If he has no heir in the country they shall in no event 
go to an heir who is not of the country, unless such heir shall resolve to come and reside in it conformably 
to the established conditions. 

16. Debts contracted out of the province cannot be paid with the produce of lands thus granted, if 
there are debts due in the province, until after five harvests have been gathered. If for bad conduct it 
shall become necessary to eject the settler from the country before he shall have made the three crops 
necessary to give him the dominion of the soil and the right to dispose of it, the lands shall then again 
become united to the domain of the King, and in the same state shall be granted alternately to the young 
man and to the young woman residing within one league of the land which shall thus become vacant 
who, by their good conduct, shall best deserve such a gift. The question who is entitled to this prefer- 
ence shall be decided in an assembly of the most considerable people, headed by the commandant, which 
decision they shall make without any expense. They shall only consult me in the case, making known 
the circumstances for my- approbation, and shall without delay put the deserving person in possession. 

17. The forms established by my predecessors in which to petition for lands shall be followed under 
the conditions expressed in this order, with the difference only that when the quantity of land amounts 
to or exceeds three hundred arpents the fees to the secretary must be paid. 

18. It shall not be permitted to any new settler to form an establishment at a distance from other 
settlers. The grants of land must be so made as not to have pieces of vacant ground between one and 
another, since this would offer a greater exposure to the attacks of the Indians, and render more difficult 
the administration of justice and the regulation of the police, so necessary in all societies, and more 


particularly in new settlements. 
MANUEL GAYOSO DE LEMOS. 
New Orteans, September 9, 1797. 





GENERAL REGULATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS OF MORALES FOR CONCEDING LANDS. 


Don John Bonaventure Morales, principal comptroller of the army and finances of the provinces of 
Louisiana and West Florida, intendant (par interim) and sub-delegate of the superintendence, general of 
the same, judge of admiralty, and of the lands, &c., of the King, &. * * * 

(For these regulations vide volume 3 of Public Lands, page 488.) 





Treasury Department, September 8, 1806. 
To J. B. C. Lucas, C. B. Penrose, and J. L. Donatpson, Esqrs., Commissioners for Land Ciaims, St. Louis: 
GenTLEMEN: I have the honor to enclose instructions > * - 


(For this letter vide vol. 3 Public Lands, page 402.) 





Instructions for the commissioners appointed to ascertain the titles and claims to lands in the Territory of 
Louisiana, prepared by the Secretary of the Treasury in conformity with the eighth section of the act 
entitled “An act supplementary to an act entitled an act for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims 
to land within the Territory of Orleans and the district of Louisiana,” and approved by the President of 
the United States. 


(For these instructions vide vol. 3 Public Lands, page 402.) 
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Treasury Derartuent, November 14, 1806. 


To J. B. C. Lucas, C. B. Penrose, and J. L. Donatnson, Esqrs., Commissioners, dc., St. Louis: 
GentieMeN: In conformity with the provisions of the eighth section of the act of 21st of April last, 
the following rules are prescribed. 26 * * 


(For this letter of instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury vide vol. 3 Public Lands, page 403.) 





No. 419. [1st Session. 


181TH Coneress. ] 








EXTINGUISHMENT OF INDIAN TITLE TO LAND IN INDIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 1824. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION on the subject of extinguishing the Indian title to lands within the State of Indiana. 


Whereas the further extinguishment of Indian title to lands within the State of Indiana would 
greatly facilitate the intercourse of the whole western country with the eastern and middle States, 
increase in a great degree the population of the northern sections of this State, tend to improve the 
navigation of our rivers in the interior, and further the grand object of effecting a canal communica- 
tion between the waters of the Ohio and the lakes: 

Resolved, That our senators be instructed, and our representatives in Congress requested, to use their 
best exertions to procure an appropriation by Congress for the purpose of effecting this desirable object, 
and in all respects to promote the object of this resolution. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, at.as early a period as possible, forward to our senators 
and representatives in Congress a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution, accompanied with a 


request that the same be laid before Congress for their consideration. 
DAVID H. MAXWELL, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
RATLIFF BOON, 
President of the Senate. 





Approved January 26, 1824. PF 
WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 
—_ 
18TH Conaress. ] No. 420. [1st Srsston. 








EXEMPTION OF PUBLIC LANDS FROM TAXATION AFTER SALE IN INDIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 23, 1824. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION of the General Assembly of the State of Indiana relative to taxing lands within this State. 


Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That the reasons of the compact between the 
general government and this State, by which this State guaranteed an exemption from taxation of all 
lands for five years from and after the purchase thereof, purchased of the general government after the 
first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and sixteen, have, by the act of Congress changing 
the whole land system, totally ceased. 

Resolved, That the right of taxation on the part of this State from and after the day of sale cannot 
by any possibility be injurious to the interests of the United States. 

Resolved, That our representatives in Congress be requested, and our senators instructed, to use their 
utmost exertions to obtain a repeal or modification of the compact between the United States and this 
State, as referred to in the foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolu- 
tions to the Speaker of the House of Representatives in Congress, and a copy to each of our senators and 


representatives. 
DAVID H. MAXWELL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES B. RAY, 
President of the Senate, pro tem. 


Approved January 30, 1824. 


WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 
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COMPENSATION OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1824. 


Treasury Department, February 24, 1824. 


In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed on the 11th instant, the Secretary 
of the Treasury has the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, which, with the accompanying documents, constitutes all the information in this department touching 
the several matters referred to in the resolution. 

With respect to the compensation allowed by law to the registers and receivers, the Secretary is con- 
vinced it has not been adequate to the services rendered in all cases where fees have not been demanded 
which were not authorized by the law. The Secretary therefore respectfully recommends that the Presi- 
dent be authorized to make such additional compensation as may be considered just and reasonable, but 
in no case exceeding the clerk hire actually paid by each receiver and register during the twelve months 
immediately preceding July 1, 1821. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





General Lanp Orricr, February 16, 1824. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to state what practical construction has been given by the several registers and receivers, respect- 
ively, to the act of 1821, for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, and the instructions given 
them relative to said act with regard to fees or compensation, &c., &c., and which has been referred by 
you to this office, I have the honor to submit a copy of the instructions given in regard to the fees sanc- 
tioned by the seventh and eighth sections of the act above alluded to. It is not known at this office that 
any other or greater fees were demanded or received by the registers and receivers than those sanctioned 
by the instructions; it is, however, possible that there may have been instances where the registers have 
charged more than fifty cents for each declaration, on the ground that the declaration embraced more than 
one tract for further credit. As no returns of the amount of fees received by the officers were required to 
be made to this office, we have no means of ascertaining this fact, or the amount of fees which was 
received by the officers respectively. 

It appears that a great variety of constructions have been given by the registers and receiervs, 
respectively, as to the compensation to which they were entitled for services rendered under the act for 
the relief of the purchasers of the public lands; and as it seems to have been the universal opinion of these 
officers that the fees allowed by law were inadequate to compensate them for the extra services imposed, 
and as they appear to have been stimulated to a proper execution of the work by prospects held out from 
this office that further remuneration for their services would be granted by Congress, I have deemed it 
proper to submit the correspondence on that subject. 

On the adjustment at this office of the accounts of the officers, no charge made for extra services 
under the act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, either in the shape of clerk hire or as a 
percentage on the amount of the lands relinquished, is admitted. 

In those instances where the officers may have received the fees allowed by !aw and resigned their 
offices before the business had been finished, their successors have been instructed to have the unfinished 
business executed and the necessary returns made, and for the extra expense incurred the officer who 
received the fees will be held liable under his bond. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Extract from a circular to the registers and receivers, dated 


“Treasury Department, General Land Office, June 1, 1821. 


“The registers are entitled to receive fifty cents for receiving, recording, and filing the declaration of 
each and every person or company who shall avail themselves of the benefit of the act.” 

“The registers and receivers, respectively, are entitled to receive fifty cents from the party relinquishing 
for each half quarter section, quarter section, half section, section, fractional section, or legal subdivision 
of a fractional section so relinquished.” 





Abstract of the original letters of the registers and receivers of land offices, transmitted with the communication 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated February 16, 1824, to the honorable Secretary of 


the Treasury. 
No. 1. From David Hoge, register, Steubenville, July 14, 1821. (See answer, marked A.) 


No. 2. From Michael Jones, register, Kaskaskia, November 2, 1821. (See answer, marked B.) 
No. 8. From Samuel Stokely, receiver, Steubenville, July 16, 1821. (See answer, marked C.) 
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. From William Crawford, receiver, St. Stephen’s, August 14, 1821. (See answer, marked D.) 


No. 
. From Beverly R. Grayson, register, Washington, July 21, 1821. (See answer, marked E.) 


4 
No. 5 
No. 6. From Thomas A. Smith, receiver, Franklin, December 1, 1821. 
No. 7. From Alexander Pope, register, Cahaba, January 16, 1822. 
No. 8. From John Miller, register, Franklin, January 24, 1822. 
No. 9. From John Miller, register, Franklin, July 16, 1822. (See answers, marked F and G.) 


No. 10. From Jesse Spencer, register, Chilicothe, January 10, 1822. 

No. 11. From Edward Cules, register, Edwardsville, February 12, 1822. 

No. 12. From Thomas Sloo, register, Shawneetown, March 7, 1822. 

No. 13. From J. C. 8. Harrison, receiver, Vincennes, March 12, 1822. 

No. 14. From George F. Strother, receiver, St. Louis, December 4, 1823. (See answer, marked H.) 
No. 15. From Joseph Dunbar, receiver, Washington, January 2, 1823. 


There are also transmitted a blank declaration and relinquishment. It will be observed that there was 
no more compensation allowed for a declaration embracing fifty tracts than for one including a single tract. 





Lanp Orrice,, Steubenville, July 14, 1821. 


Sir: I have received your letter of the 29th June, with the circulars of the Ist, 15th, 26th, and 27th, 
and sundry books and forms, &c. The blank declarations and relinquishmentsyto be executed by pur- 
chasers are immediately wanted. The business cannot be entered on without them, as the parties are 
entirely incapable of writing them for themselves. The blank books for records of relinquishments will 
probably be sufficient, or nearly so, but of these I cannot make an accurate estimate. I have no data 
from which a calculation can be made. About four books more for recording declarations will be required. 
The number of declarations may probably be about one thousand. 

I have, unfortunately, been acting on the law. I have not received or entered any relinquishments, 
but, believing it necessary that a declaration should be filed for every tract to entitle the party to the 
benefit of the law, and the applications being numerous, and great complaints made of the delay, many 
stating their inability to attend again, and complaining of the distance they had to travel, I consented 
to receive and file declarations. I considered the declaration as an entirely distinct thing from the 
relinquishment, and, being an act necessary only to entitle the party to a benefit, it did not appear to me 
that as much formality was necessary in this case as in case of a relinquishment. I therefore drew up a 
short form, stating the consent of the party as purchaser of the tract therein named to the law, which 
was signed by him or his agent in my presence. Of this transaction I made a marginal note at the 
original entry, and endorsed the same on his certificate, which was returned to him. One hundred and 
five declarations have been entered in this manner. 

Several payments have been made, and a considerable sum of money received which otherwise would 
not have been paid, for I did not consider the party as entitled to any benefit of the act until he had filed 
his declaration. If any of these parties wish to relinquish any part of their land, the relinquishment, 
which must be entered before the 30th of September, will supersede the declaration, and the whole can, 
after that day, be entered in the abstracts to which they properly belong. You say “the duties of the 
office will be arduous” for a few months. To me they appear to be impracticable, on the plan proposed, 
within the time prescribed. The calculations alone necessary to make the entries in the different 
abstracts could not be made in the time prescribed. If this plan be insisted on, I must beg leave to 
decline it entirely. I will take the liberty of suggesting a plan which I think will answer every 
purpose, and which may be practicable. I will undertake to make the entries required in the abstract of 
relinquishments, as far as they can now be made, leaving the certificates to be issued and the journal 
entries to be made out at a time of more leisure, if that time ever occurs. In the case of declarations 
where no part of the land is to be relinquished, I propose to receive, file, and record the declaration, make 
the marginal note of it, and endorse the original certificate, leaving it, for the present at least, in 
pos session of the party. In this way every act to be done by the purchaser to entitle him to the benefit 
of the law may, possibly, be got through against the 30th of September. After that day, when the 
pressure of business will be over, the entries can be made in the abstract of further credits from the 
declarations, and the new certificates, if it be necessary, can be issued when the party comes to pay an 
instalment, when more time can be taken to make the calculations. But I would beg that new certificates 
in this case might be dispensed with; they do not appear to me to be absoiutely indispensable, and the 
issuing these will impose an intolerable burden on the register, for which there is no compensation 


allowed. 
The entries in the abstract of lands fully paid for can bejgmade, likewise, after the pressure of 


business, from my register of certificates. 

There is another difficulty which may be insuperable. By the second section of the law “the interest 
which shall have accrued before the 30th day of September next upon any debt to the United States for 
public lands shall be, and the same is hereby, remitted and discharged.” What interest is remitted by 
this law? When the payment of an instalment has been completed and the interest charged in the 
ledger I presume that interest is not remitted. But, in many cases, payments on account have been 
received. In these cases the calculations of interest and discount were never made until the instalment 
was closed, and, in some cases, not until the final settlement of the account, when they appeared in the 
receiver’s receipts and were charged in the books. These payments may be entitled to discount, or be 
chargeable with their proportion of interest, according to the existing law at the time the payments were 
made, but no actual entry of interest or discount is made in the books, the instalment or the account not 
being closed. Now, is all this unsettled interest remitted? If it be not remitted it will be impossible to 
make the entries in the abstract of relinquishments. The time allowed would not be sufficient to make 
the calculations alone. And it is evident that until the calculations be made, and all the interest and 
discount actually entered in the ledger, we have not the data from which the entries required in the 
abstract of relinquishments are to be made. If this interest on these partial payments be remitted by the 
law, but the party be entitled to a discount on any partial payment made before due by former laws, the 
entries cannot be made in the abstract until the calculations be made and the discount entered in the 




















1824.] COMPENSATION OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. 9 








ledger, because we cannot determine the amount transferable from lands relinquished, of which the 
discount forms a part, nor the balance due on lands retained; so that if any notice is to be taken, either 
of interest or discount, on partial payments where the instalment is not closed, it appears to me to be 
impracticable to make the entries required in the abstract of relinquishments. I mean within the time 
required by law; for, if sufficient time were allowed, and sufficient assistance, every difficulty can be 
overcome. 

In taking a view of the duties imposed on me by this law, and the plan adopted for carrying it into 
effect, I am ready to sink in total despair of being able to discharge them to your or my satisfaction. The 
difficulties appear insurmountable, considering the shortness of the time; and I will not attempt or promise 
what I am unable to perform. Other registers may judge for themselves; but I must declare my decided 
conviction that the law cannot be executed without allowing clerk hire for one year, at least at the rate 
of not less than seven hundred and fifty dollars, or giving the register a salary that will enable him to 
procure the necessary assistance. I presume the Secretary of the Treasury has power to allow clerk hire, 
and I am persuaded that, on a representation of the case to him, he will see the necessity of it. My 
whole compensation will not exceed seven or eight hundred dollars per year—a sum which falls far short 
of supporting my family—and the whole of which would not pay the clerk hire imposed on me by this law. 
The sum I have mentioned for clerk hire may appear large; but it must be considered that a clerk capable 
of doing this business is rarely to be found; and as a permanent situation cannot be promised, the salary 
will probably be higher. As it would require at least one year to do this business as it ought to be done, 
and secure correctness, the only mode which appears practicable now is to file and record the declarations, 
as already mentioned, and to record and file the relinquishments, and enter all the tracts which will come 
into view in effecting the relinquishments in the abstract. The debtors will then have complied with 
everything required of them to entitle them to the benefit of the law in due time; and the other entries in 
the abstract can be made at leisure, after making the necessary calculations and entries of interest and 


discount. 
I shall anxiously await your answer, and will in the meantime do no business other than receive cash 








payments. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
DAVID HOGE, Register Land Office. 


JostaH Metes, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 





Lanp OFFicE aT STEUBENVILLE, July 20, 1821. 


Sir: In my letter of the 14th instant, which was written with much haste immediately after receiving 
the forms, I may have used some expressions which may be misunderstood. I did not mean to express 
any reluctance to any duty, or to engage in any labor that might be required; but merely my fear of not 
being able to do the business within the time required, and lest, by that means, purchasers might be 
deprived of the benefit of the law. 

I have now more fully examined and considered your plan. It is admirably calculated to give a 
connected view of the accounts, and of the operation of the law on them. There is nothing wanting but 
sufficient time to carry it into complete effect. The great difficulty is the uncharged interest and discount 
on partial payments. As soon as I receive your final instructions respecting these, and the forms for 
purchasers, I will engage in the business, and no exertion in my power shall be spared to give you satisfac- 
tion and fulfil the law. No inconvenience will result from the present delay. People being now engaged 
in the labors of harvest, not a single application has been made for a week or two. 

As this accumulation of business will oblige me to employ an additional clerk or two, and my com- 
pensation is far below what it ought to be, I hope you will think it reasonable to allow clerk hire. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
DAVID HOGE, Register. 


Jostau Metres, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 2. 


Kaskaskia, November 2, 1821. 


Sr: Herewith you will receive accounts of lands applied for and moneys entered during the month of 
October last, together with two receipts, Nos. 4766 and 4767, granted by the receiver in conformity 
with the provisions of the act of the 2d of March last; also receipt No. 31 and final certificate No. 31, 
granted to Thomas Ferrill under the cash system; the receipts issued prior to the 30th September last, 
for payments made for lands purchased prior to July 1, 1820, we have retained, and shall forward them 
with our abstracts, which will be ready for transmission in a short time. You will perceive that the 
receipts issued under the act of March last are of the same series of numbers with those issued for the 
lands purchased prior to July 1, 1820. 

I have had for some time four clerks, and never less than three, employed in my office; the duties are 
very arduous, and will require much labor and time to complete the whole accurately, and I trust the 
government will allow the registers compensation commensurate with their services. A per centum on 
all lands relinquished would, in fact, not amount to an adequate reward for the additional services required 
of them. 


I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
MICH. JONES, Register. 


Hon. Jostan Metcs, Commissioner General Land Office. 


VOL. IV——2 c 
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No. 3. 


Receiver’s Orrice at STevBENvILLE, July 16, 1821. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 30th ultimo. The abstracts, 
receipts, &c., have come to hand in good order. I shall make my returns of the proceedings under the 
law of the 2d March at the same time as the register, and in the manner instructed. 

As this is one of the oldest land districts, individual accounts, almost innumerable, are open, alone 
composing several ledgers. It is, therefore, impossible at this time to estimate the number of the books 
of the abstract B which will be requisite for the use of this office. So soon as it can be done with a pro- 
bability of certainty I shall inform you. It is equally difficult to estimate the number of receipts of the 
different forms received; if more are required they can be printed here. 

I take the liberty to suggest one thing to you as to the increased and arduous duties the new land 
law imposes on these offices, an accurate idea of which you have, no doubt, obtained from the examination 
and complete analysis it has undergone in your office. The limited time that yet remains to those persons 
who are inclined to take the benefit of that law will necessarily crowd the business almost to pressure 
in the months of August and September. Very many purchasers of public lands are now waiting until 
the forms shall be received and understood, so as to enable them to complete their business. To do the 
necessary business of that period, and to make out and transmit the abstracts and reports within three 
months thereafter, agreeably to the law and your instructions, will require the whole attention of myself 
and one clerk. I shall, therefore, be under the necessity of employing another to do the ordinary and 
current business of the office, and I hope his compensation will be allowed me at the treasury; I am the 
more inclined to believe that this additional expense will be allowed, as you recollect that the receiver’s 
compensation has within the last few years been curtailed of a half percent. The remaining percentage 
received at this office would be no more than sufficient to pay a competent clerk, as none could be useful 
in it but a person of considerable talents and strict integrity—qualifications not procured in this country 
without considerable compensation. I should, therefore, in the employment of two clerks (and with fewer 
I am convinced I cannot complete the business in that correct and satisfactory manner that is contem- 
plated in the instructions) receive nothing for my own labor and attention, risk and responsibility. 
Although it is extremely irksome for me to ask anything of the government except the usual and ordinary 
fees of the office, yet I have the less hesitation in making the above request as I consider it to be contem- 
plated by the laws and usages regulating the Treasury Department. I find from letters of récord in this 
office, received from that department, that the receivers of public moneys have been allowed additional 
compensation for particular services and unexpected duties, such as the transportation of specie, &c., and 
their reasonable account admitted. I hope, therefore, to receive your instructions to do so in the present 
instance, as the business of the office has arrived at an unexpected exigency, and to have an additional 
allowance for clerk hire so long as one shall be necessary. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL STOKELY, Receiver. 





Hon. Josian Mercs, Commissioner General Land Office. 


No. 4. 


Receiver’s Orrice at Sr. Srepuen’s, August 14, 1821. 
Sm: Some doubt exists in relation to the fees allowed by the act of Congress for the relief of the 
United States debtors for public lands, upon which I respectfully request your opinion. The law allows 
a fee of fifty cents to the register and receiver for each relinquishment, and the doubt is whether this fee 
is also allowed where the debtors relinquish their former contract and claim a further credit. There is as 
much labor -imposed upon the officers in making the entries and balancing the books where a further 
credit is claimed as where a part of the land is given up; and these entries are made entirely for the 
benefit of the debtors. As no compensation is allowed by the United States for this labor, it would seem 

reasonable that those who receive the benefit of it should pay for it fifty cents. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, WM. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Jostan Meies, Commissioner General Land Office. 





Lanp Orrice, Sr. Srepnen’s, August 14, 1821. 

Sir: A doubt has occurred whether, under the late land relief law, any fees are allowable to the 
receiver and register in cases where further credit only is claimed, other than the register’s fees for the 
filing, &c., of the declaration. 

We have declined taking any other fees in those cases; but if your construction of the law will 
entitle us to any further compensation for this portion of trouble, we are interested how soon you may 
apprise us of your opinion. 

Your most obedient, ISRAEL PICKENS. 
WM. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. JostanH Meies, Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 5. 


Lanp Orrice west oF Peart River, July 21, 1821. 


Dear Sir: Enclosed you will receive my return for the month of June last; also a list of lands 
reserved from the sale held in the present month for the use of schools. 
The sale consisted of the lands situated among private claims not heretofore offered, (or sold at 
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private sale,) together with the subdivisions of fractions. The lots and out-lots in the city of Natchez 
were not offered, it being conceived that the President’s proclamation did not embrace them. 

The forms and instructions accompanying your letter of the 23d ultimo have been received. I dis- 
cover that the duties that devolve on me are various, complicated, and arduous, requiring my utmost care 
and circumspection to prevent confusion, and to carry into efiect fully the views of the treasury in relation 
to the law. All that I can promise under this additional weight of responsibility and accumulation of 
duties is, that every exertion will be made by me to carry into effect the provisions of the law. I am, 
however, apprehensive that it will not be in my power to perform all the duties without the assistance of 
a clerk. May I not reasonably expect that the salary of one (say $800 per annum for about six months) 
will be paid by the government. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, B. R. GRAYSON. 


JosiaH Meics, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 6. 


Lanp Orrice at Franky, Receiver’s Office, December 1, 1821. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith my accounts of moneys received under the cash system 
for the month of November. 

The register having offered his resignation and left the country puts it out of my power to make the 
returns required by law or progress with the entries in the books of my office. The abstract of relinquish- 
ment and further credits would now have been ready if I could have obtained the requisite information 
from the register’s office. The abstract of lands fully paid for in cash is now ready, but will not be for- 
warded until the returns of the register are ready, in conformity with your letter of instructions of 
June 30. 

The late period at which the instructions under the law of the 2d March were received, and the resig- 
nation of the register, has caused me to incur an expense which the emoluments of the office will not pay, 
unless the government will pay the clerks for the period which they were, without my instrumentality, 
unemployed. This claim I flatter myself will be considered a just one, as the law required certain duties 
to be performed within a limited period. The clerks necessary to perform it were employed, and the duties 
would have been executed but for casualties over which I had no control. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
T. A. SMITH, Register. 

Josian Metcs, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 7. 


Lanp Orrice, Cahaba, January 16, 1822. 


Sir: I received yours of the 3d and 8th November, stating the transmission of 18 and 36 quarter 
quires of abstract C. Those abstracts have been delayed on the way, as I understand from the postmaster, 
to give room for some public documents which have come to the executive department of this State; but 
they have at last been received. Not having completed the first copy of that abstract, I am unable to 
say how many of these blanks will be required for this office; but I presume the quantity in hand will be 
sufficient. The first copy of my abstract A is made up, and has employed eleven of the books or quarter 
quires, and we have four blanks of this description left; we shall, consequently, want seven more of 
abstract A to make the duplicate. We are progressing with this labor as expeditiously as we can, but it 
is so great a task that I can form but a very imperfect idea when we shall have them completed. I have 
myself been, and am still, so afflicted with biles that I can do but little at my part of it. I shall add the 
abstract of relinquishments as soon as I am able to do it, and give you the result of the addition. 

It has occurred to me that a great saving of labor may be made by posting each individual account 
directly from the abstract cf relinquishments, instead of first journalizing them. And, in addition to the 
saving of the labor of journalizing, the chances of errors will be saved manyfold, as I should perform the 
labor myself in this way; otherwise, I shall have to depend on clerks to do the journalizing, in whom I 
have less confidence, as to correctness, than in my own work. It will occupy the time of a clerk two 
years at least to do the journalizing. Will the Congress give us any additional compensation this session 
for those heavy labors ? We shall surely need it. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. POPE. 

Hon. Jos1an Meics, Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 8. 


Recetster’s Orrice, Franklin, January 24, 1822. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here on Thursday, the 17th instant, qualified myself 
agreeably to your instructions of November 14, and immediately entered upon the duties of the office 
assigned me. I find, on taking charge of the register’s office, that all the business which accrued under 
the law of Congress of March 2, 1821, granting relief to purchasers of public lands prior to July 1, 1820, 
is vet to perform, or nearly so. From the best information I can obtain from gentlemen acquainted with 
the business of the office, it will require three or four good clerks twelve or sixteen months to bring up 
the books and perform the other duties required by the instructions under the law above mentioned. 
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Exclusive of bringing up the books, the relinquishments and declarations are all yet to record. Certificates 


of relinquishment and of further credit (with the exception of a few) have yet to be furnished to the 


receiver. Final certificates and certificates of further credit yet remain to be made out to purchasers, 
and but little progress has been made in the abstracts, with the exception of the abstract of relinquish- 
ments, which is made out as far as relinquishment No. 630, the whole number of relinquishments 
being 860. 

Believing it to be necessary, and the wish of the honorable the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, that the business which accrued under the law of March 2, 1821, should be brought up and closed 
as speedily as possible, I have employed three clerks with that view, relying confidently that the 
government will defray the whole of the expense of bringing up the business of my predecessor. Allow 
me to request that you will be good enough to write me on this subject at as early a period as is 
convenient. 

Every effort shall be made by me to have the abstracts of relinquishment and of further credit, &c., 
required made out and forwarded as speedily as possible. My present impression is that we can commence 
enclosing them by the 10th of March. 

I enclose by this day’s mail returns for the months of November and December. They could not be 
forwarded sooner for the want of the register’s signature. Your circular of November 30 has been 
received, and shall be attended to. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect and esteem, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
JOHN MILLER, Register. 


Hon. Jostan Metes, Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 9. 
Frankutn, Missovrt, July 16, 1822. 


Sir: Enclosed you will receive my quarterly account, ending 30th June last, and nine monthly 
returns for moneys received for lands purchased of the United States prior to July 1, 1820. These 
returns are for the months of October, November, and December, 1821, and for January, February, March, 
April, May, and June, 1822. The final certificates for lands sold prior to July 1, 1820, and fully paid for 
under the law of March 2, 1821, are now making out, and will be forwarded as speedily as possible; the 
receiver's receipts for final payment, &c., will accompany the final certificates. 

You will perceive from my quarterly account that I have charged a commission of one per cent. on 
$253,294 01, being the amount of moneys transferred from lands yelinquished at this office to the pay- 
ment of lands retained under the law of March 2, 1821. In making this charge, I consider myself as 
clearly entitled to a commission on the above-mentioned sum as if it had been actually received in cash. 
The responsibility and labor in performing the duties required by the law of March 2, 1821, are infinitely 
greater than they would have been under the old law had the same amount in cash been received. Although 
I have receipted to Thomas A. Smith, esq., receiver, for $2,532 94, being the commission on the above- 
mentioned sum, I have not drawn the money, nor shall I do so until a decision is made on the subject by 
the proper department. Should the amount charged be allowed, I shall consider myself bound to refund 
to the government the amount charged by me for clerk hire in bringing up the business which accrued 
under the law of March 2, 1821. 

I will here observe that no part of the fees allowed to the register at this place for receiving, filing, 
and recording relinquishments and declarations, &c., amounting as they did to near $2,000, were received 
by me, notwithstanding I have performed nearly the whole of the labor which those fees were intended 


to have compensated. 
Your letter of the 29th and a patent for Mr. Peter Bass have been received, as also your circular to 


United States land debtors. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN MILLER, Register. 


JostaH Metcs, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 





No. 10. 
Lanp Orrice, Chilicothe, January 10, 1822. 


Sir: The same mail that carries this letter carries the abstract of relinquishments and further credits 
and lands fully paid for in cash. The statement of tracts on which the law has not been accepted will be 
put in the mail in a few days, and also the relinquishments and declarations which have been filed by 
It has been a very laborious business; the compensation allowed is by no means 


the purchasers. 
I hope it will be found correct. I have given all the attention in my 


adequate to the labors performed. 
power to have them so. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
JESSE SPENCER, 


Jostan Metcs, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office, Washington. 





No. 11. 


Lanp Orrice at Enwarnsvitie, February 12, 1822. 


Sir: But for my having been led to believe, from what I had heard, that I should have received a 
communication from you, I should long since have written to you on the subject of the compensation to 
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be allowed to the officers of the land offices under the act of the 2d of March last. I have been informed 
that the Secretary of the Treasury thought the officers were entitled to their per cent. upon lands relin- 
quished ; but the silence of the instructions on this subject created some embarrassment, which has since 
increased by the different views which different officers in this section of the country take as to the sum 
on which the per cent. should be charged. Most of them contend that they are entitled to one per cent. on 
the amount of money vvE on lands relinquished. This I think doubtful. But I am clearly of opinion that 
they are legally entitled to the per cent. on the amount of moneys heretofore paid on lands relinquished 
which are transferred and applied to the payment of lands not relinquished. 

Those who claim the per cent. on the amount due contend that when the land was sold, the map 
marked, the certificate issued, and a separate account opened for each tract, the labor was chiefly per- 
formed, and but little, comparatively, remained to be done, and that little was required by the old law to 
be completed within two, three, or, at most, four years, during which time the officers would be reaping 
a profitable harvest from labor previously bestowed ; but by the late law ihe whole was forced to be 
done in one year, and, of course, but $3,000 compensation could be received; one-half of which, in large 
offices, would be required to pay the number of clerks necessary to complete the business within the very 
short time limited by law. Their claims are further strengthened by the consideration that in future 
their emoluments will be greatly postponed and the labor much augmented, in consequence of the 
increased number of entries, there being now, as you know, in one case, four, where there was but one ; 
in another, six, where there were but two; and in another, eight, where there were but three entries 
formerly. 

These considerations, as well as others which could be adduced, present strong claims on the justice 
of the government for further and more equitable remuneration to the officers of the land offices for the 
arduous duties which have been performed under the act of the 2d of March last, and it is hoped they 
will not be overlooked. Buf I conceive that the officers are strictly, and, under existing laws, legally 
entitled to the per cent. on the amount of cash paid on lands relinquished which has been transferred to 
the payment of lands not relinquished. The fee of 50 cents paid by individuals for each tract relinquished 
I consider was intended as a compensation for the trouble of making out “abstracts,” remarking or 
lettering the maps, and closing in the books the account of the tract relinquished; and, by the way, a 
very poor and insufficient compensation it has proved to be for this labor and trouble. The relief law had 
the effect of converting the certificates of land to be relinquished into a species of land stock, or scrip, 
which it made receivable in payment of other lands, in the same way that Congress originally made the 
evidence of public debt and more recently the Mississippi stock; and in this State certificates of unlocated 
confirmed claims, and in Missouri the certificates granted to Lewis and Clarke’s men, were receivable in 
the land office, and the officers allowed their commission in the same manner as if money had been paid. 
Indeed, so far as the registers are concerned, it is more troublesome to receive these various species of 
stock in payment of lands sold, as it is always a longer entry than when money itself is paid. It is nut 
a good objection to urge that the officers have already received their commission on the amount of money 
paid, for the contract has been, by mutual consent, cancelled, and the money which was paid again placed 
at the disposal of the original owner to be applied as he may think proper in the payment of lands hereto- 
fore sold, and requires more labor to make the entry than if the payment had never been applied to other 
land. It is, in fact, a payment, and as such, the officers are entitled to their commission, whether the 
same be made in money, bank notes, public stock, or land certificates. ° 

I therefore consider that the officers have an unquestionable right, under existing laws, to their com- 
mission on the amount of money which has been transferred from lands relinquished to the payment of 
lands not relinquished, and I should have felt no hesitation in having presented my account and received 
my commission on it without consulting you on the subject, but for other land officers, among others the 
receiver of this office, having claimed and sent on their accounts charging commission on the amount due 
on lands relinquished. Having doubts, as I observed before, whether we were legally entitled to this, I 
declined settling my account for the quarter ending on the 30th of September until the question should 
be settled on which of these sums the government should think we were entitled to a per cent. That the 
land officers should receive, from the justice of government, more than what I claim as a legal right, will 
not be denied by any who are acquainted with the detail of the proceedings under the relief act; and 
not believing that it could have been in the contemplation of Congress to impose unusually arduous duties, 
which were extra official, and such as never could have been contemplated at the time the officers accepted 
their offices, (for they were appointed to sell and not to repurchase land,) I cannot but presume that a 
compensation proportionate to the service rendered will be allowed. To show you how completely the 
fees paid by individuals have fallen short of being a compensation for the service performed, I will state 
the receipts and disbursements of this office. 

The amount of fees received from individuals for filing notices, and on tracts relinquished, was about 
$800. For clerk hire and office rent, from the Ist of July to the Ist of January last, $570. On the Ist of 
January there was between four and five months’ employment for one clerk to post the books and complete 
the business under the relief act, which would cost at least $200. This, therefore, leaves but thirty dollars 
as a compensation to the register, who, during the whole period, labored as hard, if not harder, than any 
clerk in the office; and this, I should think, must be pretty much the case in every register’s office (I 
say register, because he has had three times more to do than the receiver) where, in compliance with the 
law and your instructions, “abstracts” were made out and transmitted within the time prescribed, and 
where care was taken to keep the abstracts written up as the business came in, and where certificates of 
further credit were made out and issued in proper time. By the by, the making out of these certificates 
was a very laborious job, for which the registers received no compensation, nor did they for making ont 
“abstracts” of further credit—fifty cents being the whole amount of fee paid for recording’a “declaration,” 
no matter how many tracts it contained. 

The commission of one per cent. upon the amount of cash paid on lands relinquished, which has been 
transferred and applied to the payment of lands not relinquished, amounts to but about $700. This, it 
certainly must be admitted, is not an adequate compensation, and gives us just claims on the government 
for further and more liberal remuneration. 

I ask the favor of you to show this letter to Mr. Crawford, to give it an early answer, and to be 
assured of my great respect. 

EDWARD COLES. 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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No. 12. 


SuHawneetown, March 7, 1822. 


Sir: The law granting relief to the purchasers of public lands, and the instructions recently received, 
pointing out the mode of carrying that law into effect, imposes on the registers of the several land offices 
a most laborious duty, for which, in many cases, there appears to be no adequate compensation. 

In cases of relinquishment and consolidation the fees may perhaps be considered as adequate to the 
additional labor which the law imposes, which is not the case; taking into view the immense labor of the 
abstracts, in making them out and comparing them with every individual account, certainly imposes an 
additional labor on the officers which the law never contemplated. 

But in all cases where the extended credit is preferred, though the duty of the land officer in those 
cases is very laborious, scarcely the shadow of a compensation seems to have been provided, and yet it is 
hardly to be credited that the national legislature would impose so much additional labor and consequent 
expense upon the registers of the respective land offices without granting, or intending to grant, a reason- 
able compensation. There can be no doubt but a very large proportion of the purchasers of public lands 
have availed themselves of the relief offered by an extension of credit, and, in those cases, the only fee to 
which the registers seem to be entitled (let the duty be ever so great) is fifty cents from each applicant. 
Cases have occurred in my office of an application of a single individual for an extension of credit on from 
twenty to thirty tracts; the labor in the office of the register required by this operation is in every 
respect equal to that attending the relinquishment of an equal number of quarter sections; in the latter 
case, where the fees would amount to about fifteen dollars, which in the former they amount to fifty cents 
only. This disproportion of compensation to the duties required is, no doubt, to be attributed to accident 
or inadvertence on the part of the government rather than to an intention to throw an uncompensated 
labor and burdensome expense on the officers of the land offices. 

I cannot but persuade myself that it was the intention of government to allow the registers and 
receivers a fee of fifty cents as well on each case of an extension of credit as on each case of relinquish- 
ment, since it is as just and necessary in the one case as the other. 

It may not be improper to observe that the compensation in cases of relinquishment and consolidation 
is not adequate to the additional labor and expense of clerk hire required by the additional duties imposed. 

Under these circumstances, and with this state of facts, would not the government, on a fair and just 
representation of the immense labor, afford some relief; and would not the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office give to such application the weight and influence of their 
sanction and advice? It is, indeed, a fact susceptible of demonstration, that the present emoluments of 
office under the old system are barely equal to the current expenses of the office. 

It is equally clear that, after the laborious duty required by the new law shall have been performed 
and the expenses of the offices paid, the register and receiver will be in debt. There is a subject of 
importance that I beg leave to call your attentionto. Are not the register and receiver entitled by law to 
their commission on all the lands relinquished? If you are of opinion they are, will you, sir, have the 
goodness to obtain the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury on the subject, and advise us of the same. 


Your very obedient and humble servant, 
THOMAS SLOO. 


JostaH Mets, Esq. 





No. 13. 
Vincennes, March 12, 1822. 

Dear Sir: I have just seen a copy of the letter which my worthy colleague, Mr. Badollet, addressed 
to you some days since upon the subject of our commission on the amount of money paid upon land 
relinquished, and I have thought it best to inform you that the contents of that letter coincide exactly 
with my views of the matter. 

It has ever been my opinion that we were justly and legally entitled to our commission on this sum, 
if not upon the balance due on said lands, and it was my intention to have made the charge in my account 
current for September last; but, hearing that my brother officers to the south and west were divided in 
their opinions upon the subject, I thought proper to delay making the charge. 

I am well convinced that the members of Congress could have had but little idea of the business and 
trouble they were creating for the land officers, or they would have made some provision by which they 
might have been recompensed. It is certainly hard, and, indeed, unjust, that they should alone suffer by 
the operations of a iaw so well calculated to relieve the rest of society. 

But it is needless for me to enter into a detail of our grievances; they have, no doubt, been copiously 
narrated by persons more able than myself to do justice to the subject. 

Sincerely hoping that you will give us all the assistance in your power, and that you will pardon the 
liberty taken by my addressing you in this manner, I shall conclude by subscribing myself, with respect 


and esteem, your obedient servant, 
J. C. S. HARRISON. 
JostaH Mercs, Esq. 


P. S.—I think I shall get my “abstracts” off by the next mail. 


Sr. Lovis, December 4, 1823. 


Str: By this mail, a full view of the receipts and expenditures of my office is transmitted to you; I 
have claimed my commission upon the full amount of the relinquishments, for the following reasons: 
When I took possession of this office, within the term of the appointment, the whole amount of the 
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debt due from purchasers of public lands must have been paid or the lands forfeited, and the legal and 
moral presumption was that the debt would have been discharged by actual payment; and upon this 
amount I had a claim, under the existing laws, to one per cent.; the government interpose, change the 
contract, and agree to receive property instead of money in discharge of this debt; money represents 
property; when receiving actual cash we were only receiving that which represented so much property, 
either in the hands of government or individuals; by the relinquishment law, government changed this 
relation between money and property, and in the transactions under that law made property represent 
so much money then due to them; it could never have intended by this transposition to have deprived us 
of our commission, because the law did not diminish but increase the labor and expense of the office. 

The money paid to the government for the lands relinquished did not pass through my hands; it was 
received by my pregecessor; he reaped the benefit of the commission as compensation for his expense 
and trouble in that transaction; if, therefore, the government receive back property representing this 
money thus paid, and I am employed to superintend the operation, and subjected to the expense and labor 
of conducting it, it appears to me law, justice, and reason proclaim my right to the commission; other- 
wise the government liquidates a debt of $411,612, subjecting me to extraordinary labor and expense, 
and make by depriving me of the commission on $411,612. If A should employ me to collect a debt 
from B, and subsequently request me to receive property in payment at valuation, or an agreed price, 
no man living would suppose me not entitled to the agreed commission; otherwise, shifting the mode of 
payment, although more troublesome, would enable the principal to deprive his agent of compensation 
under that agreement. 

It is objected to this that the government will pay two commissions on the same money. This is 
not the fact; but if it was, it is of every day’s occurrence amongst men of business; for example, if A 
employs B to collect a debt from C, receives payment from his agent B, and again loans it to D, and 
employs B to collect the debt thus contracted from D, he would be entitled to his commission as compen- 
sation for ha® expense and trouble in the collection. If A had consented to receive property, in the last 
instance, in discharge of the debt, both law and cquity would give the agent his per cent. Certainly the 
case put is not diminished in weight by the change of agency in the period intervening between the con- 
tracting of these debts; the principle cannot be changed by substituting the government for A. 

I have charged clerk hire, because, if the business had been conducted in the ordinary manner, the 
whole amount could have been received, and the business of the office managed by one clerk. The relief 
laws crowded an immense mass of business within a small space of time, and has increased the labor and 
expense of the office two-thirds; the office is yet suffering under the burden of business imposed upon it, 
and every expense is at this moment doubled by the effects of the relinquishment law. 

In reply to their just claims, it is said-the registers and receivers might have resigned; we could not 
anticipate the embarrassing result of the relief laws, even if gifted with the spirit of prophecy; they 
could not have resigned; their duty as citizens and officers of the government forbid it; it was a benefi- 
cent act in the government, and based upon the deepest and wisest policy; it rescued the morals of the 
debtors from the danger of two powerful temptations, and brought back the unsettled affections of the 
extremity of the empire, and chained them to the centre by inspiring confidence and gratitude in the best 
of governments. If we had not proceeded, we should have thrown the country into confusion, embar- 
rassed the department to which we belonged, and sacrificed ourselves. The practice of all governments 
authorize us to expect compensation for extra labor and unanticipated expense, and many precedents of 
our own government justify the expectation of remuneration. The last session of Congress there was 
an appropriation allowing an extra clerk for the surveyor general to bring up business in arrear, there 
being, I presume, an unexpected accumulation of business in his office. Upon the same principle we 
claim clerk hire. If we, at our own expense, have brought up the business, our claim is the stronger; for 
we have performed a necessary work, relying upon the justice of the government, when it postponed the 
work until the funds were appropriated, risking nothing. 

The charge of office rent and fuel does not stand so firmly upon indisputable legal principle, but I 
have introduced it, because I understand it has been sanctioned, and I claim it as just, and sustained by 
precedent. 

Yours respectfully, 
GEORGE F. STROTHER. 

Hon. Grorce GraHam. 


No. 15. 


Receiver’s OrricE west or Pear River, Washington, January 2, 1823. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith my account of moneys received for public lands 
sold during the month of December, 1822, (nothing having been received on account of lands purchased 
from the United States prior to July 1, 1820;) also a duplicate of my monthly account current with the 
United States for December, 1822, accompanied by the necessary vouchers in support of the charges 
therein expressed. 

I am aware that the item of $500, charged in my account for an assistant, is unauthorized; but when 
the excessive labor necessary to the completion of the duties prescribed under the act of March 2, 1821, 
and the confident expectation that compensation will be provided for that service is taken into considera- 
tion, I trust that item will not be deemed inadmissible. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, J. DUNBAR. 

Joun McLean, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 
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A. | | 
Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated August 15, 1821, to David Hoge, | 
esq., register, Steubenville. 


“Tt will be necessary that you employ such assistance as may be indispensably requisite to the 
execution of your duties within the period limited by law. There is every reason to expect that at the 
next session of Congress some suitable provisions will be made in favor of the land offices for the addi- 


tional trouble imposed by the late act.” 
. 





B. 
Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated December 5, 1821, to Michael 


Jones, esq., register, Kaskaskia. 


“Tam happy to learn that your report, under the law, is in a state of forwardness, and trust that 
general provisions will be made to compensate registers and receivers for their arduous exertion in the 
execution of the law in proportion to the labors respectively performed.” 





0. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, August 4, 1821. 


Sir: Your letter of the 16th ultimo, acknowledging the receipt of my circular of the 30th of June last, 
and the forms therewith transmitted, has been received. In reply to the difficulties enumerated in your 
letter attending a proper compliance with the forms and instructions drawn up under the law, without 
additional aid and compensation, I can only briefly state that there is every reason to expect that govern- 
ment will make a suitable allowance to the registers and receivers of United States land offices generally 
for the additional burdens imposed on them by the act of the 2d of March last, and that every exertion 
that I can make will be used to effect some liberal provisions in their favor. 

Iam, &c., JOSIAH MEIGS. 

SamveL Sroxety, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys, Steubenville, Ohio. 





D. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated September 17, 1821, to William 
Crawford, esq., receiver, St. Stephen’s. 


“The fees allowed by the act are fifty cents to the register and receiver, respectively, for every tract 
relinquished; and it moreover allows fifty cents to the register for each declaration. 

“The trouble of the receiver, in cases of declaration, has not been provided for by the act. In my 
opinion the compensation should have been equal. But, in the absence of legal provisions, I have no 
authority to authorize the receipt of fees.” 





GeNERAL Lanp Orrice, August 30, 1821. 


Sm: Your return for June last, and a list of lands reserved from sale in July last for the use of 
schools, have been received with your letter of the 21st ultimo. 

In reply to your inquiry whether the assistance of a clerk will be allowed you in the execution of 
your arduous duties under the act of the 2d of March last, I am fully of the opinion that your request 
ought to be granted. I have been authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the land officers 
generally that every disposition exists to afford them facilities in the despatch of public business, par- 
ticularly the arduous duties imposed by the act of the 2d of March last, and that it may with great reason 
be hoped that some provisions may be made in their favor at the next session of Congress. 

With great respect, I am, your obedient servant, 
J. MEIGS. 


Beverty R. Grayson, Esq., Register, Washington, Mississippi. 





GeNeERAL Lanp Orrice, August 30, 1823. 


Sir: In the accounts of the receiver of public moneys at Franklin, for the first and second quarters of 
1822, are found $781 29 charged by you for clerk hire to bring up the books under the relief law, and 
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the sum of $2,532 92 as commission on the moneys transferred from lands relinquished. The commission 
is inadmissible; but, as it is proper that you should be compensated for closing the transactions of your 

redecessor, it has been deemed proper to submit your letter of July 16, 1822, which treats of the subject, 
to Mr. Carroll, with a request to settle the matter amicably with you, and to determine that, should that 
gentleman make any difficulty on the subject, the clerk hire will be allowed you and charged to his 
account. 

In order that this incident do not delay the examination of the quarterly account, the sums charged 
for clerk hire shall be suspended until the result of the transaction between you and Mr. Carroll be made 
known to this department. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Joun Miter, Esq., Register, Franklin, Missouri. 


G. 
GENERAL Lanp Orrice, August 30, 1823. 


Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of a letter from the present register of the land office at Franklin, 
and a copy of the instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury in relation to it. That letter and its 
endorsements explain so fully the nature of the affair under consideration that I shall merely add a request 
to communicate to this department, as early as convenient, the result of the transaction between yourself 


and Mr. Miller. 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Cares Carrot, Esq., late Register at Franklin, now at Rochester, N. Y. 





H. 
GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 15, 1824. 


Sir: I have duly received your letter of the 4th ultimo, stating your reasons for charging a commis- 
sion on the full amount of the lands relinquished, and for a further charge for clerk hire. Agreeably to 
the usages and instructions of the Treasury Department, neither of these items can be admitted to your 
credit on the adjustment of the account at this office. I will, however, take great pleasure in submitting 
your letter to the particular consideration of the Secretary of the Treasury so soon as his health will 
enable him tu attend to the details of the business of his department. I wish it were in my power to give 
you some assurance that such submission would probably result in the modification of the general prin- 
ciple heretofore adopted, but I am induced to believe that yourself, and other officers similarly situated, 


will obtain no relief except by legislative interference. 


With sentiments, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Geo. F. Srroruer, Esq., Receiver, &c., St. Louis, Missouri. 





Form of a relinquishment. 





—, 1822. 





RELINQUISHMENT No. 








do hereby declare consent to the proyisions of the act of Congress passed March 
2, 1821, entitled “An act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands prior to July 1, 1820,” re- 
vived and continued in force by the act of April 20, 1822, entitled “An act supplementary to an act en- 
titled ‘An act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands prior to July 1, 1820;)” and wishing 
to avail of the relief granted by the Ist section of the said act of March 2, 1821, 
do hereby relinquish to the United States all right and title to and interest in the following described 
tract and legal subdivision of tract of land (the payment of which has not been completed) held by 
, and purchased in the district of lands offered for sale at . 




















viz: 





Tract or legal subdivision relinquished, |No. of section.|No. of township.| No. of range. 
whether section, half section, quarter 
section, half quarter section, &c. 


Original certificate herewith surrendered. 
Date of purchase. 





Number. Date. 


























And request that the sums paid on account of the purchase money of said lands relinquished be trans- 
ferred and applied towards completing the payment of the following described tract and legal subdi- 
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vision of a tract of land not relinquished (the payment of which has not been completed) held by ——, 
and purchased as aforesaid, viz : 





Original certificate herewith surrendered. | Tract or legal subdivision not relinquished, |No of section./No. of township.| No. of range. 
whether section, half section, quarter 
section, half quarter section, &c. 


Date of purchase. 


Number. Date. 


























And do hereby further request, that if, after the transferring and applying of the said sums, as re- 
quested, there shall be any balance (exclusive of interest accrued) due or to become due from 
as , on account of the purchase money of any part of said land 
not relinquished, may have further credit on the same, according to the provisions of the 3d section 
of the act of Congress of March 2, 1821, aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, —— have hereunto set ———- hand and seal _ this day 
of , 1822. 

In presence of - 























Form of a declaration for further credit. 





—, 1822. 
DrEcLaRATION No, ——. 


do hereby declare consent to the provisions of the act of Congress passed on 
March 2, 1821, entitled “‘ An act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands prior to July 1, 1820, 
revived and continued in force by the act of April 20, 1822, entitled “An act supplementary to an act enti- 
tled ‘ An act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands prior to July 1, 1820,’” and request that 

may have a further credit, agreeably to the 3d section of the said act of March 2, 1823, on the 












































balance (exclusive of interest accrued ) due or to become due from , as 
on account of the purchase money of the following described tract of land (the payment of which has not 
been completed) held by , and purchased of the United States in the district of lands 
offered for sale at , viz: 
| | 
Original certificate herewith surrendered. | | 
Date of purchase. | | Tract on which further credit is requested. |No. of section.|No. of township.| No. of range. 
j } | 
| Number. Date. | | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| | ! | 
| | | | 
| | | 
In testimony whereof, ———— have hereunto set ——— hand and seal this day of 
———_——, 1822. 
18H Congress. ] No. 422. [1st Session. 








EXTINGUISHMENT OF INDIAN TITLE TOLAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 4, 1824. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


Your memorialists respectfully represent: That on the extension of the boundary line between this 
State and the State of Alabama, a considerable extent of country, situated on the east bank of the Tom- 
beckbee river, was included within the limits of this State; that it is separated from the other settled 
parts of this State by the intervention of Indian territory of something upwards of one hundred miles in 
extent; that the section of country above alluded to is too limited, under our constitution, to form a 
judicial district or an additional number of counties; that from the great distance our judges are com- 
pelled to travel, the greater part of which is through a wilderness, and along roads which cannot be kept 
in repair, the consequence of which is that our courts are frequently disappointed, and justice, although 
not d nied, cannot be extended to a considerable number of our citizens: therefure your memorialists 
pray the adoption of such measures as are best calculated to remedy the evils complained of. Your 
-memorialists further represent that there is a section of Indian territory, situated on the east of Tom- 
beckbee river, belonging to the Chickasaw nation that, in all probability, could be purchased, and thereby 
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the disagreeable situation of that section of our State in some measure alleviated; thongh your memorialists 
would further represent that, if it was possible to purchase a small portion of the Indian territory on the 
western bank of the Tombeckbee river, it would add in a much greater degree to the interest of that 
section of the State. 
COWLES MEAD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of Mississippi. 
GERARD G. BRAND, 
Lieut. Gov. and President of the Senate of the State of Mississippi. 





18TH Coneress. | No. 4238. [1st Session. 





CONTRACTS FOR SURVEYING THE PUBLIC LANDS IN ILLINOIS, MISSOURI, AND 
ARKANSAS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 9, 1824. 


To the Senate of the United States: 


I transmit to the Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury containing copies of the contracts 
made by the surveyor general and called for by a resolution of the Senate bearing date February 24, 1824. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Marcu 3, 1824. 





Treasury Department, March 2, 1824. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate of the 24th ultimo, 
has the honor to report to the President that the copies of the contracts made by the surveyor general, 
and called for by a former resolution of the Senate, were received some time since at this department, 
and, in consequence of the indisposition of the Secretary, have been overlooked; they are now, however, 
respectfully submitted to the President, accompanied by a copy of the Secretary’s letter to the surveyor 
general on the subject. 

The PresipENnt oF THE UniteD States. 





Treasury Department, July 7, 1823. 


Sir: The Senate having, by resolution of February 25, 1823, requested the President to procure and 
lay before the Senate at the next session of Congress the originals or copies of all the contracts for 
surveying the public lands made by the surveyor general of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, since 
January 1, 1819, I therefore request that you will forward them as early as practicable. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Wm. Recror, Esq., Surveyor General, St. Louis. 





* 
Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, August 1, 1823. 

Sir: Herewith you will receive copies of all the contracts which I have entered into with deputy 
surveyors in conformity with the instructions which I received from the General Land Office dated April 
22, 1823. The balance of the surveying which I am required by the said instructions to have done has 
been engaged by deputy surveyors, who will come forward in a short time and sign contracts, 

You will also herewith receive an estimate of the expense of surveying the whole of the lands 
directed by the aforesaid instructions to be surveyed. Most of the deputy surveyors who entered into 
contracts set out for the woods immediately thereafter in order to do the work; consequently, funds will 
be wanting immediately to pay for that part of the surveys. 

I am, with much respect, your most obedient servant, 
WM. RECTOR. 








Inst of contracts. 


The following is a list of the contracts copies of which were received with this message, to wit: 
1. Between Wm. Rector and Nicholas Rightor, deputy surveyor, January 7, 1819. 


Bie ewewsewks ante ee Nathaniel Cook, deputy surveyor, January 26, 1819. 
Fivwrseae ee eT eee William Gordon, deputy surveyor, February 11, 1819. 


Pinks perenne ie saxnaanns A. L. Langham and J. F. Royston, deputy surveyors, March 6, 1819. 
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. Between Wm. Rector and Enoch Steen, deputy surveyor, May 7, 1819. 


5) 
Drie ieekeeee Rr iesescecs Charles McPherson, deputy surveyor, May 7, 1819. 
Siveauiedvean ee ee Joseph Barton, deputy surveyor, May 8, 1819. 
ee ree Pi serers eve David Deshler, deputy surveyor, May 8, 1819. 
Pract eaaxsnee Be icavannes David Nolan and Stephen Rector, deputy surveyors, May 8, 1819. 
ee eee ietiniesee John Davidson, deputy surveyor, July 9, 1819. 
| Serres. EET CREE letter authorizing other surveys, &c., August 12, 1819. 
- eer Piwcttieeee instructions to Enoch Steen, deputy surveyor, August 12, 1819. 
Biiswcuwoxbnae ag Bartlett Sims and Stephen Rector, deputy surveyors, September 23, 1819, 
| Peer ee Dkietnwdonrs Stephen Rector and Thomas C. Rector, deputy surveyors, October 27, 1819. 
isawensavads sas Kecker Wharton Rector, deputy surveyor, October 29, 1819. 
ctetinnkenee SOicisGecaeee Elias Rector, deputy surveyor, November 6, 1819. 
| Serre ere Dis céieenced Joseph Barton, deputy surveyor, December 22, 1819. 
ETE: Dis svsennnee Nicholas Rightor, deputy surveyor, February 12, 1820. 
eee Mituclevana Wm. 8. Hamilton, deputy surveyor, May 17, 1820. 
vccricancest Sicciecaviws Elias Rector, deputy surveyor, May 17, 1820. 
i vtisenenenns BONS eKiwes Charles Bent, deputy surveyor, May 18, 1820. 
rT er Ribas sakvees Stephen Rector, deputy surveyor, May 18, 1820. 
Dt ickusae ease do..........A lL. Langham and A. W. McDonald, deputy surveyors, October 9, 1820. 
epee a re Stephen Rector, deputy surveyor, November 11, 1820. 
Cee Te Bi wiieoewes Lucius F, Thruston, deputy surveyor, November 11, 1820. 
— OTe Pestkvas nis James 8. Conway, deputy surveyor, November 15, 1820. 
ee CE eee iksccenein Jenifer T. Sprigg, deputy surveyor, November 16, 1820. 
ics cnedsatse EEE letter to John D. Poteet, deputy surveyor, December 20, 1820. 
— rr Dihawesccas Thomas C. Rector, deputy surveyor, December 25, 1820. 
a TEE. Picaceresce Elias Barcroft, deputy surveyor, December 30, 1820. 
errr Shirvesssuce Conner & Tingle, deputy surveyors, December 30, 1820. 
, OTC C TE Pi rcechacex T. W. Thruston, deputy surveyor, January 27, 1821. 
Pee bckvesvened Pi icensices Enoch Rector, deputy surveyor, January 13, 1821. 
De iiceadwacsee — eS Wm. H. Ashley, deputy surveyor, February 10, 1821. 
re ee eer Wm. V. Rector, deputy surveyor, February 19, 1821. 
“ie RE PPiencvisese William S. Hamilton, deputy surveyor, February 20, 1821. 
_ ere Dit sveesnsne Henry Wharton Conway, deputy surveyor, February 22, 1821. 
DRcscctecwemse do..........A. L. Langham, deputy surveyor, February 27, 1821. 
PP ikesks cennny Peat ocinae Enoch Steen, deputy surveyor, March 3, 1821. 
BbAcvescwcece itawscweee Patrick O. Lee, deputy surveyor, March 3, 1821. 
ee peeene sites hanes Frederick R. Conway, deputy surveyor, March 8, 1821. 
ee eres Mi ckwanclex Taylor Berry, deputy surveyor, March 3, 1821. 
errr ees Charles Bent, deputy surveyor, March 5, 1821. 
ne ETE TEE ee eee Joseph Barton, deputy surveyor, March 5, 1821. 
EET Eee Densewiweceee John C. Sullivan, deputy surveyor, March 5, 1821. 
Peiencesenkeue Mi ésseensice John F. Hamtramck and Alexander M. Hamtramck, deputy surveyors, March 
6, 1821. 
Riscekpeecawe SGsupesiurey Bartlett Sims, deputy surveyor, March 6, 1821. 
SP visssenenaae cchonebeee Henry Elliott, deputy surveyor, March 6, 1821. 
SP ishvsnntecve Dick ieewkewen Nathaniel Cook, deputy surveyor, March 8, 1821. 
ere ere SOivKssonses Reuben Smith, deputy surveyor, March 9, 1821. 
DRikicsu duced Gis crerssses Samuel P. Browne, deputy surveyor, March 9, 1821. 
DeiskisvenneKe Ohi y-siasn cee Wm. L. May, deputy surveyor, March 9, 1821. 
PEbckibs envied SOrsisdiesse James Thompson, deputy surveyor, March 10, 1821. 
Peet evasssnnss Pi tkiks sae Beal Greenup, deputy surveyor, March 12, 1821. 
Me seawkeeee rs Be ices Aee Wm. Clarkson, jr., deputy surveyor, March 12, 1821. 
Dhavtvoawews Dercecesenie Archibald Gamble, deputy surveyor, March 12, 1821. 
errs BsKstseces Jacob Judy, deputy surveyor, March 13, 1821. 
Sei owiseeoneee Ridcnicewced Benjamin F. Messinger, deputy surveyor, March 13, 1821. 
Pi vskscanwwee ipcseuwesee J. Milton Moore, deputy surveyor, March 13, 1821. 
Per ensnerkssee gt etree Joseph Borough, deputy surveyor, March 14, 1821. 
eee ete Wraxcoaukat John Messinger, deputy surv@yor, March 14, 1821. 
_ eT Oi cescenk Elias Rector, deputy surveyor, March 18, 1821. 
i tacenkea ee POisveceecet Stephen Rector and Thomas C. Rector, deputy surveyors, March 20, 1821. 
incsvence'ed Mi. tsieesane John Ruland, deputy surveyor, March 26, 1821. 
ee eer Diccidawiee David Deshler, deputy surveyor, March 26, 1821. 
ee GEE. Oi cavdkéses Jenifer T. Sprigg, deputy surveyor, March 26, 1821. 
_ ARs eee Mciteaveiey James B. McCall, deputy surveyor, March 26, 1821. 
Pieseinceuae Pec kviee ction Joseph Sprigg, deputy surveyor, March 26, 1821. 
iiscntneaeee De iaceeyaas James Trimble, deputy surveyor, March 28, 1821. 
Pe tinevepeaee Miiskkis beek Charles H. Pelham, deputy surveyor, March 28, 1821. 
| er ee cicivdeies John D. Poteet, deputy surveyor, April 4, 1821. 
. eeerre re Sr esceuvtes Wm. H. Ashley, deputy surveyor, April 5, 1821. 
errr es tee John Jones, deputy surveyor, April 5, 1821. 
evtensieccers BOissmks keen Angus Lewis Langham, deputy surveyor, April 5, 1821. 
keener cenen eet eee Thomas W. Thruston, deputy surveyor, April 9, 1821. 
Re do..........Martin Jones, deputy surveyor, April 9, 1821. 
iiseavavneee BPscussxuaee John Miller, deputy surveyor, April 13, 1821. 
iicsenaen ae ETT Ee Wn. Shields and J. S. Conway, deputy surveyors, May 7, 1821. 
, TET Dis ckiimwnnicn Joseph Barton, deputy surveyor, October 22, 1821. 
Pevciourecoken Divivicncws John Ruland, deputy surveyor, January 16, 1822. 
err er DiRieeakeee Thomas C. Rector, deputy surveyor, February 19, 1822. 
i EOE Riscisvnart Elias Rector and Wharton Rector, deputy surveyors, February 19, 1822. 
acne venrenwse icceeande Enoch Moore, deputy surveyor, February 20, 1822. 
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84, Between Wm. Rector and Elias Barcroft, deputy surveyor, February 23, 1822. 


Oe can tinn ts Sena .....Wm. H. Ashley, deputy surveyor, February 26, 1822. 
86.....++-----do..........Samuel P. Browne, deputy surveyor, February 26, 1822. 
OCT. eee ...+.dohn Jones, deputy surveyor, February 26, 1822. 
B8....-2------do..........Joseph Barton, deputy surveyor, February 26, 1822. 
89.......--+--dO..........5tephen Rector, deputy surveyor, March 4, 1822. 


90.....-...---do..........A. L. Langham, deputy surveyor, March 4, 1822. 
Ql.....-...---d0.......... Nathaniel Cook, deputy surveyor, March 8, 1822. 


eee i OTE ..-Enoch Steen, deputy surveyor, March 9, 1822. 

ee ...-d0.......... Wm. 5S. Hamilton and Elias Rector, jr., March 15, 1822. 

eer er GO... 4. .....Thomas W. Thruston and Lucius F. Thruston, deputy surveyors, March 
18, 1822. 

er rer op EEE Daniel R. Davis, deputy surveyor, March 22, 1822. 

ee a See John L. Robinson, deputy surveyor, March 27, 1822. 

Pencaews .....-do..........Henry W. Conway and James S. Conway, deputy surveyors, April 6, 1822. 

_ eeeee er ....do..........letter to James B. McCall, deputy surveyor, April 18, 1822. 


As these contracts are similar in their form (being nearly all printed) and varying only in the par- 
ticular descriptions of the surveying and work to be done, it was deemed unnecessary to include them 
all in this compilation as they belong to the details of the surveys, and will be found in the General Land 
Office; a few of them, however, to exemplify the forms of those contracts and the instructions given to 
the deputy surveyors, are here inserted, as follows: 


Instructions of William Rector, surveyor general of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, to deputy surveyors 
for surveying the confirmed claims of individuals therein. 


Surveyor’s OFFICE FOR THE States OF Intrnots AND Missourt AND TERRITORY OF ARKANSAS, 
St. Louis, » A De 188. 


Sir: You will herewith receive a description of each of the confirmed claims of individuals that are 
supposed to lie within your district. Such of these claims as you may find to be in your district you will 
lay off and survey in strict conformity with the confirmations as expressed in the transcript. 

In making these surveys you will be careful at all the intersections of the lines of the surveys of 
the public lands with the lines of the surveys of individuals to establish corners by taking bearing trees 
or erecting mounds, and to mark in the corner of each fractional section the number of the range, 
township, and section, and also to ascertain the distance from each intersection to the nearest corner of 
both surveys, so that you may be able thereby to know and state in your returns the precise length of 
each line of each fractional section. 

All surveys, both of the public lands and claims of individuals, must be surveyed agreeably to the 
true meridian, and you will keep your reckoning or distances in chains and links. 

Where the quantity of land confirmed to an individual is expressed in arpents on the transcript of 
confirmations, you will in your returns express on the survey the quantity in acres and decimal parts of 
an acre, and also in arpents. 

When the transcript with which you are furnished does not give such a description of the situation 
of a claim as will enable you to know at what place the survey ought to be made, you will use all means 
that may be in your power to ascertain where such claim is situated. Information given you by a claimant 
or his agent with respect to the situation of such claimant’s lands you will be governed by, provided such 
information does not disagree with the description given of such land in the transcript, and you may 
believe, from all the circumstances that may have come to your knowledge, that such information is 
correct. You will then proceed to survey the land accordingly, provided the survey does not interfere 
with the right of any other person. And where two or more confirmed claims interfere with each other, 
you may, provided the parties concerned shall mutually agree, lay off each Maim in such manner that 
there be no interference in the surveys, and provided the surveys so made shall embrace the nearest 
unappropriated lands, and do not interfere with the right of any other person, and shall in every other 
respect conform to the rules and regulations for laying off the claims of individuals. 

Where the boundaries of an old survey can be found and known with certainty, you must conform 
your survey to such boundaries, unless you discover that considerable error was made in the old survey, 
in which case it will be your duty to correct such error. 

Where a survey is found to contain an excessive quantity of land, the claimant, if present, will have 
the right to point out the side or end of the survey at which such excess must be thrown off. If the 
claimant does not attend and superintend his survey, you will throw off the excess of land at the side or 
end that you may suppose will be most convenient for the claimant. Where a survey is found not to 
contain as much land as is expressed in the confirmation, you will extend the lines of the survey as the 
claimant may direct or you may think right, so as to include the proper quantity of land, provided by 
such extension of the lines you do not interfere with the right of any other person. 

In making the surveys of the claims of individuals you will keep your field notes in the following 
manner: 


No. . Surveyed for A B, who claims in his own right, or in right of C D, (as the case may 
be,) three hundred and forty acres and twenty-eight hundredths of an acre, equal to four hundred arpents. 

Beginning at a post from which a black walnut 14 inches in diameter bears south 27° west, 25 links, 
and an ash 10 inches in diameter bears south 41° east, 43 links distant; thence north at 9 chains 27 links 
a brook 15 links wide runs southeast 20 chains 18 links; a black oak 24 inches in diameter at 37 chains 
22 links intersected the line between sections 15 and 22, township 46 north, range 4 west, where set a 
post corner of fractional sections 15 and 22, from which a white oak 18 inches in diameter bears north 26° 
west, 75 links, and a maple 12 inches in diameter bears south 33° east, 48 links; thence measured along 
the line between sections 15 and 22 west 19.40 links to the corner of sections 15, 16, 21, and 22. In 
this manner you will proceeed until you complete the survey, establishing the corners of the survey by 
taking bearing trees or raising mounds, and noting the distance you have run at the intersection with each 
sectional line as well as the length of each line of your survey, and also the distance from the points of 
intersection of the nearest sectional corner. You will also, at the end of each line of a survey, describe 
the land, timber, &c., over which it runs. 
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In surveying sectional lines that intersect the lines of surveys of individuals that have been made, 
you will, in all cases, at each intersection, establish corners for the fractional sections, and ascertain and 
note in your field book the distance from such intersection to the nearest corner of such survey, when it 
shall be necessary so to do, in order to ascertain the quantity of land contained in each fractional section, 


The following is a comparative statement of the land measures of the United States, and the French measures 
JSormerly used in the late province of Louisiana. 


LINEAL MEASURE. SUPERFICIAL MEASURE. 
French. United States. French. United States. 
72 feet are equal to ....... .. ‘TT feet. 288 arpents are equal to........ 245 acres, 
6 perches are equal to....... 7 poles. 
ajc trcuaseen Knee Gewes (nunee 0 85 07 
Perches. Chains. Links. Di sated 186Gb GOR NERS paes 1 70 14 
CL CKGERA LEAN RESO STAD 0 29 166 EST p eae 2 55 Q] 
Re ee RE di ab od a Cece Wik e 0 58 333 4 ae ana aes ee 5 8 40 28 
ee ee Ore ere eee 0 87-5 ee : 4 25 35 
Be hie DCL OH REDE RRRER ED A 1 16 666 Be Pee 00 5 40 492 
Deas eae er ero ree tee 1 45 835 . PORE a enn eur ae 5 95 49 
eee T Pirkenascade ee 1 %5 ea NOR en 6 80 56 
Tanne cece cree eece see eenes 2 04 166 Diatiwn seks Poe Uae es caciuly 7 65 625 
Boece eee eee eee e cess neces 2 33 333 eet. beaten 8 50 69 
ee . 2 625 errr Siping ated J... ~=685 06 O94 
10, or 1 arpent lineal........ 2 91 666 Re cebsssescs BOO @O 
Zee eee cece ee ce eee eee eee ree .... 8,506 94 44 
ee eae are eee 8 15 : 
I re ene ee ee oe 11 66 666 Arpents. Perches. Acres. 
Re eto ee Pe ee ae ere 14 58 333 So. yee. PRERRSERER ARSE 1 
Diether eriseee re ndbacns 17 50 2. Re rere ere 2 
Re ee rare er mr bees 20 41 666 err eT rr er eee 3 
EO eas ee ee eee 23 33 333 2 Serer ere Kepveswrsn 4 
Died. wale See Pee ra 26 25 DRE SOPs ewes ee re ieamies 5 
1 EE, OOOO EO ETE EE be 29 16 666 ¢ Se sb saws pears bwebes ae 6 
ee eee sore ee eee 291 66 666 Be bo SP eeerre ST rr eek T 
Par ee eee er ee 2,916 66 666 fk Meee rey Sverre ree ree 8 
St O00..... ToT Tere paae-wen 9 
Arpents lineal. Chains. Pe. Mt cv ckebenwea ses papas 10 
12... eee eee eee eee teeeee - 380 2k. ee ere ener re 100 
a | er ay ere a 1,000 
Side of a large square. ch ao | roe iecccacawns See 
ee el ey ee ee ee 245 A league square contains— 
Arpents. Acres, 
Side of a mile square. errr srr eT err Te 6002 50 
Arpents. perches. A mile square contains— 
ie 9 eer ee Koewns 80 Arpents. perches. 
| er ere errr tree 640 





Form of agreement betweem William Rector, surveyor general, and a deputy surveyor for surveying town- 
ships of land containing private land claims, and also for surveying such claims. 


Articles of agreement had, made, and concluded upon this seventh day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, between William Rector, surveyor of the lands of the 
United States in the Territories of Illinois and Missouri, acting for and in behalf of the United States of 
the one part, and Nicholas Rightor of the other part, witnesseth: That the said Nicholas Rightor, for and 
in consideration of the terms, provisions, and covenants hereinafter expressed, and according to the true 
intent and meaning thereof, doth hereby covenant and agree with the said William Rector, in his capacity 
aforesaid, that he, the said Nicholas Rightor, will do and perform the following surveying agreeably to the 
laws of the United States and such instruction as may be given to him by the said William Rector, viz: 
he will lay off and survey the exterior boundary lines, and subdivide into sections, and establish corners 
for quarter sections, eight townships of land, or townships and fractional townships, equal in quantity to 
eight complete townships, between the St. Francis and Arkansas rivers, in the Missouri Territory, and 
south of the east and west line, passing between townships Nos. 3 and 4 north of the base line, which 
townships and fractional townships shall consist of those which have not heretofore been surveyed, and 
in which there are confirmed claims of individuals, (if there be that number of townships and fractional 
townships wherein there are such claims,) and which contain the largest proportion of good and sale- 
able lands. And the said Rightor also covenants and agrees that he will lay out and survey, agreeably 
to law and instructions as aforesaid, all the lands that have been or may hereafter be confirmed by law 
to individuals, and which lands may be within said townships or fractional townships, to be subdivided 
into sections, &c., as aforesaid. And the said Rightor further covenants and agrees that if, in the course 
of performing the surveys aforesaid, any corner shall fall (whether of a township, section, quarter section, 
or survey of any individual) within any prairie where bearing trees within a reasonable distance from 
such corner cannot be found, then and in that case, and in all such cases, he will erect mounds of earth or 
sod to perpetuate such corners; the mounds to be at least two feet six inches high and two feet six 
inches diameter at the base. And the said Rightor further covenants and agrees that he will make out 
three neat and accurate plats and descriptions of each of the aforesaid townships and fractional town- 
ships which he shall survey as aforesaid, with all the lines thereof, according to their true length and 
position, and connect the lines and corners of the surveys of individuals with the sectional lines and 
corners in such manner as, from the field notes made thereof, it may be known with certainty the precise 
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situation of each of the surveys of individuals on the plats of townships, and means thereby shall be 
furnished by which the contents of each and all the fractional sections can be calculated and ascertained, 
and that he will make the calculations of the content of each fractional section and set it down on the 
plats of the townships and fractional townships. And that he will make out three separate plats and 
field notes of each survey of individuals. And that he will complete the surveys, plats, and descriptions 
and calculations as aforesaid, and make return thereof, together with the field notes, to the office of the 
surveyor of the lands of the United States for the Territories of Illinois and Missouri, within twelve 
months from the date hereof, on penalty of forfeiture and paying to the United States the sum of two 
thousand dollars if default be made in any of the foregoing conditions. 

And the said William Rector covenants and agrees, in his capacity aforesaid, that, on the completion 
of the work in manner aforesaid, there shall be paid to the said Nicholas Rightor, on account of the United 
States, as a full compensation for the whole expense of surveying, making the plats, descriptions, and 
calculations aforesaid, three dollars per mile for every mile and part of a mile of the sectional lines and 
the boundary lines of such of the surveys of individuals as the laws of the United States provides shall 
be surveyed at the expense of the United States that shall actually be surveyed and marked, (random 
lines and offsets not included,) provided no member of Congress have any part in this contract. It is 
expressly understood by the parties to this agreement that the said Rightor is to lay off and survey, in 
manner aforesaid, those claims of individuals that the laws of the United States provides shall be surveyed 
at the expense of the claimants, and that the said Rightor agrees to look to and collect his surveying fees 
from the claimants of such lands. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to this agreement have interchangeably set their hands and seals 
the day and year aforesaid. 

WM. RECTOR. [1 s.] 
N. RIGHTOR. [1 s.| 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— 

J. D. Poteet. 
Henry Cassipy. 





Form of instructions from Wm. Rector, surveyor general, to a deputy surveyor for surveying the public lands 
to connect with other surveys, and with authority to appoint other surveyors in the event of inability by 
sickness of such deputy. 

Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, May 7, 1819. 

Sir: On the 7th day of January last Nicholas Rightor contracted to select, lay off, and subdivide 
into sections, &c., eight townships of land between the St. Francis and Arkansas rivers, and south of the 
line between townships Nos. 3 and 4 north of the base line. This line, between townships Nos. 3 and 4 
north of the base line, is the south boundary of the district which you by your contract of this day have 
engaged to lay off and survey. It is probable that before you get on the ground Mr. Rightor will have 
surveyed the line between townships Nos. 3 and 4 north, and established corners therein, which will serve as 
points of beginning your surveys. But in case Mr. Rightor does not survey that line in time for you to 
start your surveys from, you will survey it yourself; in order to do which it will be necessary to commence 
in the base line at the corner of townships Nos. 1 and 1 north and 1 and 1 south, of ranges Nos. 8 and 9 
west; run from thence north, establishing as you proceed quarter section, section, and township corners, until 
you arrive at andestablish the corner of townships Nos. 3 and 3, 4 and 4 north, ranges Nos. 8 and 9 west, from 
which corner you can run random lines both east and west for the township corners already established, 
and correct the lines back, and establish quarter section and sectional corners agreeably to the instructions for 
laying off townships. From the corner of townships Nos. 3 and 3, 4 and 4 north, ranges Nos. 6 and 7 west, you 
will run duly east, establishing as you proceed quarter section, sectional and township corners until you inter- 
sect White river. You will then proceed to lay off the townships agreeably to the instructions for laying 
off townships which you are in possession of. The surveying of the west boundary lines of your district 
properly belongs to the deputy surveyors, who will work west of you. But in case they do not run those 
lines in time for you to close on, you will survey them yourself. It is very important that you complete 
your contract as soon as possible. Should anything happen to put it out of your power to continue to 
survey—I mean inability by sickness—you will endeavor to get the balance of your work done by some 
of the other deputy surveyors, or you can employ some other person who understands the business of 
surveying public lands, and are men of good and respectable moral character, (no others, however well 
qualified, will be permitted to survey public lands.) But should this be the case, your assistants, before 
they attempt to survey, must take and subscribe an oath faithfully and impartially to execute the surveys 
they may be employed to make agreeably to my instructions to deputy surveyors, (which you will furnish 
them with,) and a true report make in their field notes. 

I am, with much respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. RECTOR. ® 
Cuartes McPuerson, Esq., Deputy Surveyor. 


P. S.—In closing Your surveys on the Cherokee boundary line you will establish and mark the corners 
of fractional sections, and will measure to the nearest mile post established in that line, so as to show an 


accurate connexion between the surveys of the public lands and that line. 
WM. RECTOR. 





Form of agreement between William Rector, surveyor general, and a deputy surveyor for surveying the 
public lands. 


Articles of agreement had, made, and concluded upon this seventh day of May, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, between William Rector, surveyor of the lands of the 
United States in the State of Illinois and Missouri Territory, acting for and in behalf of the United States 
of the one part, and Charles McPherson of the other part, witnesseth: That the said McPherson, for and 
in consideration of the terms, provisions, and covenants hereinafter expressed, and according to the true 
intent and meaning thereof, doth hereby covenant and agree with the said William Rector, in his capacity 
aforesaid, that he, the said Charles McPherson, will do and perform the following surveying agreeably to 
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the laws of the United States and such instruction as may be given to him by the said William Rector, 
viz: He will lay off and survey the exterior boundary lines, and establish quarter section and section 
corners thereon, of all the townships and fractional townships included within the following bounds and 
limits, viz: beginning at the corner of townships Nos. 3 and 3, 4 and 4 north of the base line, of ranges 
Nos. 7 and 8 west of the fifth principal meridian line; thence north to the corner of townships Nos, 7 
and 8 north, ranges Nos. 7 and 8 west; thence west to the corner of townships Nos. 7 and 8 north, ranges 
Nos. 8 and 9 west; thence north to the Cherokee Indian boundary line; thence with said Indian boundary 
line north 53 degrees east to White river; thence down White river to the range line between ranges Nos, 
5 and 6 west; thence south to the corner of townships Nos. 8 and 8, 9 and 9 north, ranges Nos. 5 and 6 
west; thence east to White river; thence down that river to the line between ranges Nos. 4 and 5 west; 
thence south with that line to the corner of townships Nos. 3 and 3, 4 and 4 north, ranges Nos. 4 and 5 
west; thence west to the place of beginning. And the said Charles McPherson further covenants and 
agrees, that after he shall have completed the surveys of the exterior boundary lines of townships above 
mentioned, that he will select out of the aforesaid townships and fractional townships not less than six- 
teen townships, nor more than twenty townships, or townships and fractional townships, equal in quantity 
of land to twenty complete townships, which townships, or townships and fractional townships, to be so 
selected, shall consist of those which contain the largest proportion of lands that is fit for cultivation, 
which said townships so selected he wili survey and subdivide into sections, and will establish quarter 
sections and section corners, &c. And the said Charles McPherson further covenants and agrees, that if, 
in the course of performing the surveys aforesaid, any corner shall fall (whether of a township, section, 
or quarter section) within any prairie where bearing trees within a reasonable distance from such corner 
cannot be found, then, and in that case, and in all such cases, he will erect mounds of earth or sod to 
perpetuate such corners; the mounds to be at least two feet six inches high, and two feet six inches 
diameter at the base. And the said McPherson further covenants and agrees, that he will make out three 
neat and accurate plats and descriptions of each of the aforesaid townships and fractional townships 
which he shall survey as aforesaid, with all the lines thereof, according to their true length and position. 
And that he will make the calculations of the content of each fractional section, and set it down on the 
plats of the townships and fractional townships. And that he will complete the surveys, plats, and 
descriptions and calculations as aforesaid, and make return thereof, together with the field notes, to the 
oftice of the surveyor of the lands of the United States for the State of Illinois and Territory of Missouri, 
within seven months from the date hereof, on penalty of forfeiture and paying to the United States the 
sum of three thousand dollars if default be made in any of the foregoing conditions. 

And the said William Rector covenants and agrees, in his capacity aforesaid, that, on the completion 
of the work in the manner aforesaid, there shall be paid to the said Charles McPherson, on account of 
the United States, as a full compensation for the whole expense of surveying, making the plats, descrip- 
tions, and calculations aforesaid, three dollars per mile for every mile and part of a mile that shall 
actually be surveyed and marked, (random lines and offsets not included,) provided no member of Con- 
gress have any part in this contract. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to this agreement have interchangeably set their hands and seals 


the day and year aforesaid. 
WILLIAM RECTOR. [L. s.] 
CHARLES McPHERSON. |[t. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Patrick Lex, jr. 





Letier of instructions authorizing the deputy surveyors, to whom it was addressed, to survey other lands than 
those contained in their contracts, and to draw for funds, &c. Addressed to David Nolan and Stephen 
Rector, David Deshler and Stephen Rector, and to Charles McPherson. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, August 12, 1819. 


GENTLEMEN: You are hereby authorized to survey and subdivide into sections, and establish corners 
for quarter sections, all the townships and fractional townships the exterior boundary lines of which you, 
by your contract with me of May 8, 1819, undertook to lay off and survey. For that part of this surveying 
not included in your said contract you will be entitled to receive from the United States the same fees 
per mile as you are to get for the surveying mentioned in your contract; provided, the surveys shall be 
correctly executed agreeable to the instructions with which you have been furnished by this office, and 
you do make the necessary and usual returns thereof to this office on or before December 8, 1819. Should 
you require more funds to enable you to complete the above-mentioned surveys, you are hereby authorized 
to draw on me for any sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, payable ten days after sight. 





Form of agreement between William Rector, surveyor general, and a deputy surveyor*for surveying the public 
lands. 


Articles of agreement had, made, and concluded upon this sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, between William Rector, surveyor of the lands of the United 
States in the States of Illinois, Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas, acting for and in behalf of the United 
States of the one part, and Henry W. Conway and James 8. Conway of the other part, witnesseth: That 
the said Henry W. Conway and James 8S. Conway, for and in consideration of the terms, provisions, and 
covenants hereinafter expressed, and according to the true intent and meaning thereof, doth hereby cove- 
nant and agree with the said William Rector, in his capacity aforesaid, that they, the said Henry W. 
Conway and James S. Conway, will do and perform the following surveying, agreeably to the laws of the 
United States and such instructions as may be given to them by the said William Rector, viz: They will 
lay off and survey the exterior boundary lines, and survey and subdivide into sections, and establish 
corners for quarter sections, forty townships and fractional townships, equal to forty complete townships 
of land, in the Territory of Arkansas; to consist in part of townships Nos.-1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 south of the 
base line, ranges Nos. 17 and 18 west of the 5th principal meridian. The remaining thirty townships to be 
selected and surveyed in the following described townships and fractional townships, viz: Townships 
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Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 south (or to the Louisiana boundary) of the base line, ranges Nos. 19 and 
20 west; townships Nos. 16 and 17 south, ranges Nos. 21, 22, and 23 west; townships Nos. 15 and 15 
south, ranges Nos, 22 and 23 west; townships Nos. 14, 15, and 16 south, ranges Nos. 24 and 25 west of 
the 5th principal meridian, all north of Big Red river; townships Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 south (or 
to the north boundary of the State of Louisiana) of the base line, ranges Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 west of the 
5th principal meridian; townships Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7 south, ranges Nos. 1, 2, and 3 east of the 5th principal 
meridian, except such lines or parts as may heretofore have been surveyed. The thirty townships so 
selected must be those townships and fractional townships which contain the greatest proportion of good 
land and timber, and are best calculated for compact settlements. 

And the said Henry W Conway and James 8. Conway further covenant and agree, that if, in the 
course of performing the surveys aforesaid, any corner shall fall (whether of a township, section, or 
quarter section) within any prairie where bearing trees within a reasonable distance from such corner 
cannot be found, then, and in that case, and in all such cases, they will erect mounds of earth or sod to 
perpetuate such corners; the mounds to be at least two feet six inches high, and two feet six inches 
diameter at the base. And the said Henry W. Conway and James 8. Conway further covenant and 
agree, that they will make out three neat and accurate plats and descriptions of each of the aforesaid 
townships and fractional townships which they shall survey as aforesaid, with all the lines thereof, 
according to their true length and position. And means shall be furnished by which the content of each 
and all the fractional sections can be calculated and ascertained, and that they will make the calculations 
of the content of each fractional section, and set it down on the plats of the townships and fractional 
townships. And that they will complete the surveys, plats, and descriptions and calculations as aforesaid, 
and make return thereof, together with the field notes, to the office of the surveyor of lands of the United 
States for the States of Illinois, Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas, within twelve months from the date 
hereof, on penalty of forfeiture and paying to the United States the sum of seventeen thousand dollars if 
default be made in any of the foregoing conditions. 

And the said William Rector covenants and agrees, in his capacity aforesaid, that, on the completion 
of the work in the manner aforesaid, there shall be paid to the said Henry W. Conway and James 8. 
Conway, on account of the United States, as a full compensation for the whole expense of surveying, 
making the plats, descriptions, and calculations aforesaid, three dollars per mile for every mile and part 
of a mile that shall actually be surveyed and marked, (random lines and offsets not included,) provided 
no member of Congress have any part in this contract. 

In testimony whereof, the parties to this agreement have interchangeably set their hands and seals 
the day and year aforesaid. 

HENRY W. CONWAY. [seat.] 
JAMES S. CONWAY. — [seat.] 





WM. RECTOR. [ SEAL. | 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Joun D. Poreer. 
F. R. Conway. 
181TH Coneress. | No. 424. [1st Sesston. 








EXEMPTION OF PUBLIC LANDS FROM TAXATION AFTER SALE IN INDIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 8, 1824. 


Mr. Barton, from the Committee on Public Lands, having had under consideration a joint resolution of the 
general assembly of the State of Indiana, asking the consent of Congress to the revocation of that 
part of the compact between the United States and the State of Indiana, by which all public lands 
sold in that State after December 1, 1816, were exempted from taxation by the State for the term of 
five years after the sale thereof, made the following report: 


By the general regulations for the sale of the United States lands, passed May 10, 1800, the United 
States reserved a reversionary interest, for the term of five years, in all lands by them sold. At the 
expiration of that term, if the lands sold were not fully paid for, they might, in the manner described in 
those regulations, revert absolutely to the United States, although during that term the purchaser had an 
estate in the lands purchased, (subject to the reversion,) which might have been taxed by the State in 
which they lie if no compact to the contrary had been made. 

To guard this reversionary interest from the embarrassments that might have been created by the 
States exercising the right of taxation, and to prevent the debtors of the United States from being rendered 
less able to pay for their lands, the United States required, as one of the conditions to the propositions 
made to the several States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama, in the 
respective acts authorizing them to form their constitutions, that they should provide by ordinances 
irrevocable, without the consent of Congress, that all lands sold by the United States, within the limits of 
those several States, after the times limited in said acts respectively, should be exempt from any taxation 
under the authority of those particular States during the term of five years. With this condition each of 
the States complied. 

Afterwards, by an act passed April 24, 1820, Congress, among other things, abolished the system of 
credit in the sales of public lands made after the first of July of that year. 

Upon this event, the committee is of the opinion that every reason which induced that condition 
ceased; that the lands sold by the United States after July 1, 1820, being absolutely private property, 
became taxable of right by the States in which they lie; and that a proper case had then occurred in 
which to give the consent of Congress to the revocation of so much of those compacts as provide for the 
exemption in question, as seems, indeed, to have been anticipated and provided for by the several acts 
authorizing the formation of those States, and the ordinances passed by their conventions. 

That the enhancement of the value of public lands was not the object of Congress in requiring those 
exemptions from taxation, is manifest from the fact that no such exemption has ever been attached to the 
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sale of lands in the several Territories of the United States, neither before nor since the adotion of the 
enumerated States into the Union. Yet, as the compacts in that respect were not revoked in point of 
fact, but remained in force to the present time; and as the exemption from taxation may have entered 
into the inducement to the purchase of lands heretofore sold under it, the committee deem it inexpedient 
to propose any change in those compacts that may affect lands heretofore sold by the United States. 

But, believing that every reason for such exemptions has ceased with regard to the United States, 
and that great inequality and injustice are produced in those individual States by the unequal burdens 
imposed on that class of their citizens who purchased before the formation of their respective constitutions, 
and that class who purchased since; and also by a great diminution of the revenues of those States after 
it has ceased to be necessary, or even useful to the United States, the committee submit a bill declaring 
the consent of Congress to the revocation of so much of the said ordinances as establishes the exemptions 
complained of by the State of Indiana on her part, so far as they may affect lands hereafter to be sold by 
the United States. 


18tH Concress. | No. 425. [1st Session. 


LAND FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 23, 1824. 


Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Ohio, That our senators and representatives in Congress 
be requested to use their exertions to procure the passage of an act to authorize the legislature of this 
State to select and locate so much of the public lands for the use of schools in that part of the State 
called the ‘Connecticut Reserve” as shall, together with such lands as have heretofore been set apart as 
an equitable proportion for that section of said reserve lying east of the Cuyahoga river, be equal in 
quantity to one thirty-sixth part of all the lands in said reserve; and also so much of the public lands for 
the use of schools within the tract called the Virginia Military Reservation as will be equal to one thirty- 
sixth part, agreeably to the original compact between this State and the United States. 

Resolved, further, That the governor be requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of 
our senators and representatives in Congress. 

JOSEPH RICHARDSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ALLEN TRIMBLE, 
Speaker of the Senate. 
January 22, 1824. 


Secretary oF Srate’s Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, January 23, 1824. 


I certify the foregoing resolutions to be correct copies of the original rolls remaining in this office. 
JER. MLENE, Secretary of State. 
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SURVEY AND DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 24, 1824. 


GeneRAL Lanp Orrice, March 23, 1824. 


Sir: I enclose two tables or statements, marked Nos. 1 and 2. No. 1 contains a statement, in 
columns, of the quantity of Jand which has been surveyed, the estimated quantity which has been sur- 
veyed and remaining unsold, and the estimated quantity to be surveyed in each district; also the amount 
of money due from individuals to the government December 31, 1820, and September 30, 1821 and 1822, 
respectively. 

Table No. 2 contains a statement of the land sold, and amount of purchase money under the credit 
and cash systems, respectively; the total amount of both in each land district and State separately; and 
also the quantity of land relinquished under the act of 1821, with the amount for which it sold. 

These statements have been made as accurately as the materials at present in this office will admit. 

The relative quantities of the. lands surveyed, those surveyed and unsold, and those estimated to 
be unsurveyed in each land district, vary daily with the progress of the surveys and the sales of the 
public lands. 

The amount of lands “unsurveyed” is founded upon actual returns to this office, and excludes school 
lands and those private confirmed claims which have been surveyed and returned. The lands “surveyed 
and unsold” and the lands “unsurveyed” are estimated quantities, as we know that large quantities of 
lands are surveyed, the township piats of which have not yet been returned to this office, particularly in 
the land districts containing private confirmed claims; those claims not being in many cases surveyed, 
and, if surveyed, not being connected with the public surveys in such a manner as to enable the surveyor 
general to make out the township plats accurately. 

I regret exceedingly the delay which has occurred in furnishing you with these statements, but it 
has been unavoidable. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Rurvs Kine. 
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No. 1.—Statement exhibiting the quantity of land surveyed, the quantity remaining to be sold, and the probable 
quantity remaining to be surveyed ; also the balances due from individuals December 30, 1820, and 
September 30, 182122. 
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sissasesceen | 25004, 219° 76 415, 834 32 338, 112 07 





LOUISIANA. 
Northern district..... sees eewaweee ewes 590 , 395 587, 448 8, 862. 560 1) Ste aeeeneees) coeteeeceeenens|seneees tee seeeleeeeesceesereeee 
Southwestern district....... ceseeveees 1,405,440 1,405, 440 , 207, 680 | | seeses cosces|-cosssanesecese |:seeeseeeeessces|es sennsceeesens 
Southeastern district ..... eeecescecee- 222, 240 222, 240 | 2,551,740 | i 23,945,500 |... cece reencces|seeeeececeeeeees| seeeee cece cccees 
St. Helena Court-House.. cocecs cccecs|eocescccvccccccciesees eiaieraieisiateron 3,325,920 |} wrcccesece CRE Teo dese | MORO KCeexdeds be eedeeeeeneuaies 


ARKANSAS TERRITORY. | 
Lawrence county. ) after deducting 3,895, 453 3,871, 966 | 9,038, 720 | t ETT ROC eR tr Cr re er re ee 
{ 3,131,716 3, 130, 589 | 3, 807, 360 | 


IN sina a ceicenidel <evn ans tanmndd bineapaiakiaias 


Arkansas county.. ) military lands. 


MISSISSIPPI. | 

West of Pearl river ....cscces coos cece 2,915,097 DIE oii dcsxcneeis Pacman 972,023 38| 774,387 11 684,093 50 
if | 

Choctaw district. ...0.ecscsescses cee. 2,041, 468 2,035, 631 SRT S. GANDY sci sins canned easereeinaaeaxeeceseaaunae 

1 | 

J 


Jackson Court-House oo... cece cceeccee 3,096,697 |] -ccecccecece 2, 005, 632 coe ce ceccee seer cece cece ener! seen sevens ceces [rose ceccse vecece 
ALABAMA. { 4, 8775243 | ccccccccecccclcccecccececece| cece cocces ce PR Sane voce ccecccccccce 

| | | 
St. Stephen’s district..... ses. eeeesees DsObbaUere |) cewdeeseceee 1,690, 304 |) ...ecccee.-| 1,298,724 44 | 785,690 98 739,746 81 


that hints saint ei Sacxex 5,958, 400 4,621,284 |....seeescoee| | coveeceeceee] 3,916,887 24] 2,538,774 41 2,260,270 24 
| | .eecee-ecess| 6,014,073 87 | 2,805,235 97 2,760,710 96 


Ih iiccaclicitcwsicwcts Sens 5.801,600 | 4,671,849 eens 
BS BN viii cuciuniinial ciiccaleniontaieanal aincedcioleniases 


PPMINERIODING: csneeb ciao eeeee echt 3,920,000 SEGG21900): |e Sesiseasawewas 


Conecuh county ...se.scseeeeee cease 2, 800, 000 | Ee |) LLC ae ae ne oeeeeeeeneenes vee hasshinnade 


71,066,724 | 21,173,489 87 | 11,957,430 39 | 10,544,454 16 
| } 




















104,240,500 | 86,828,194 | 71,066,724 








Estimated quantity surveyed ...0..cccsecccccccccces cece cccccccccces coscccoscce: coccee 104,240,500 acres. 
DO sscices ocUOOl ccccceccccees seececentionsceeseseec cece cescocesetcscscececs Ogetdg lod 


Difference in quantity SOld. cece cece scee cece ceeeeecceeeees Sieiceicabesecesaesteecnsece, 2254122906 
To which add sales at New Orleans, not included. ......ccsccccccce socscecesscceseece 80, 437 


17, 492, 743 
Also fractions not taken intO Vi€W...cee cecccccces cose cccccccccccccesesees cess eees cess 23 


Makes the quantity, as exhibited in the statements of land SOld.....+ seeceeseceeseecses — 17,492,766 


The quantity of land exhibited as surveyed and remaining unsold in the southeastern district of Louisiana is the amount of the lots surveyed (agree- 
ably to the ancient Spanish and French custom) on the rivers, bayous, and water-courses, between the Bayou Lafourche and the river Achafalia, which 
lands have been since proclaimed for sale. The quantity exhibited as sold in that district, in statement No. 2, (viz., 80,437 64 acres,) is the amount of the 
back concessions and pre-emption rights, of which no returns of survey have yet been made; their total quantity cannot even be estimated. Hence their 
amount is not included in the column of surveys. 

For the two districts of Michigan it will be perceived that the quantity of land remaining unsold is stated in the aggregate. The reason of this is, 
that the southern district was partly formed out of the Vetroit district; and the quantity sold at the land office at Detroit, in those townships now attached 
t: the southern district, cannot readily be discriminated. 

The quantity of land remaining unsold in the district of Jackson Court-House, in Mississippi, and the district of St. Stephen’s, in Alabama, is also 
stat din the aggregate, for the reason that the former named district was formed, in part, by attaching to it all the lands in the old district of St. Stephen’s 
whieh lie in the State of Mississippi. The quantity of land exhibited as surveyed in the district of Jackson Court-House is only that portion of the former 
district of St. Stephen’s attached thereto. No surveys have been received south of the 31st degree of latitude in either of those districts. 
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30 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 427. 





No. 427. [2p Sesston, 


18TH Coneress. | ; 








MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, DECEMBER a 1824. 


Department or War, Section of Bounty Lands, December 3, 1824. 
Sir: In obedience to your instructions, I herewith hand you abstracts A and B. The first exhibiting 
a statement of the transactions of this office from its commencement to November 22, 1824; the second a 
report of the business of the office for the year ending September 30, 1824. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. M. STEUART, Clerk. 
Hon. J. C. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 





A. 


Abstract of the number of warrants issued for military bounty lands, for services in the late war, up to November 
22, 1824, inclusive, viz: 

















1. Authorized by the act of December 24, 1811, and January 11, 1812..................... 25,347 . 
nae, ea 129 
ree ee Cee ED Ae OUNOET FU NOUS ook i divisadenas saseass esse ues sbeweeee se. 1,017 
ee ene ror eee 268 
Total number of warrants of these cases........... SALSA RETA Sa ese 26,761 
Number of warrants of the first and second description, 25,476 of 160 acres each........... 4,076,160 
Number of warrants of the third description, 1,017 of 320 acres each ............. 0 eee eee 325,440 
4,401,600 
Number of warrants of the fourth description, 268, (Canadian volunteers)...... peeesans oe 74,032 
4,475,632 








N. B.—In this class of claims officers received land in different proportion from privates. 


Return of claims included in the above statement which have been deposited in this office since the war, viz : 






































TT TPE CT TT TTC TTT CT LTT EET TT PEE 32,122 
Whereof, number admitted for which warrants issued under the first, second, and 
RO re ae ed ey pe ee ee ee eee es 26,493 
Number returned to the applicants for further evidence, or definitively rejected..... 5,155 
Number remaining on file waiting further evidence ............2-. 000 eee Tr 474 
32,122 
Return of “ Canadian volunteer” claims deposited in the office since March 5, 1816.......... 436 
Number admitted on which warrants have been granted.............0eeeeeeeeeee 268 
Number rejected not entitled toland............0.csccscccccoees PESTER RRR 40 
Number still remaining on file awaiting further evidence of service, &c............ 128 
436 
The number of claims for five years’ half-pay pension, in lieu of bounty land, under the several 
acts of Congress granting that option, that have been deposited in the office from April 
16, 1816, the date of the first act, to March 4, 1822, the day of the expiration of the third 
i ig rw Ae fg kaa A SO RWE TSU UN OG AEONS Sa eR ERED SR ERO ees 1,631 
Disposed of as follows, viz: 
Admitted, and certificates sent to the Pension office........... 0... cece cece eee e ee 1,184 
Rejected, not being entitled to that option... .. 2... ....2.00 ce sceececccesvcseses 429 
Suspended until it can be ascertained to what regiment the soldier was attached... . 18 
1,631 
The number of claims for revolutic .ary bounty land under the several acts of Congress 
passed since the burning of the War Office in the year 1801 that have been deposited 
5,622 


SE TT re pe icp spd bats Ko CEES AOSD 
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Disposed of as follows, viz: 


Number admitted for which warrants have been issued............ 02.0000 eee eee 1,070 
Number rejected not being entitled to land, or which had been previously satisfied. . 4,455 
Number remaining on file awaiting additional documents or authority to receipt for 
A ee ee ee er re ree rd: ers ere ee ee 97 
5,622 
Warrants issued since April, 1803, included in the above statement. 
Ist class, to major gencrals.................. vebwae eave 3, of 1,100 acres each.... 3,300 
$d clans, to brigadier generals. ..... 0.6.50... ccceececees 3, of 850 acres each.... 2,550 
3d class, to colonels ........... gh hac cs Se aa EB Gh a i 8, of 500 acres each.... 4,000 
4th class, to lieutenant colonels, hospital surgeons, &c..... 14, of 450 acres each.... 6,300 
5th class, to majors and regimental surgeons,............ 22, of 400 acres each.... 8,800 
6th class, to captains and surgeons’ mates............-.. 99, of 300 acres each.... 29,700 
Tth class, to lieutenants and adjutants............... ee 91, of 200 acres each.... 18,200 
EG So yGeN oes conn awee ee kan dwe new ees 13, of 150 acres each.... 1,950 
ee ere ere ee ere ee ere 817, of 100 acres each.... 81,700 
1,070 Acres...... 156,500 








WILLIAM M. STEUART, Clerk. 
Department or War, Section of Bounty Lands, December 8, 1824. 





B. 


Abstract of the number of warrants issued for military bounty lands, for services in the late war, from 
= = , f ~ a . . ? . . ’ 
November 22, 1823, to November 22, 1824, inclusive, viz: 


1. Authorized by the act of December 24, 1811, and January 11, 1812....................4. 190 
S. Authoriaed by the act of February 6, 1812... .. 2... ce cee cwcees Peer rreccr Terr Tet 2 
ee rn er ee eee rr T 
199 

Number of warrants of the first and second description, 192, of 160 acres each............. 30,720 
Number of warrants of the third description, 7, of 320 acres each..............0.0085 rata 2,240 
32.960 


Return of claims which have been deposited in the office from October 1, 1828, to September 30, 1824, 
inclusive, viz: 


Dincharges, Be. . 04 6.5.45. ee eT eee ere ere rTe ee rer TT TT eT er ee errre ‘ 398 
ee er rr ree ‘newer’ biakdn sce dcavedaene 606 
1,004 
Whereof, number admitted, for which warrants issued ............ 0.0.0. e ee ee eee 205 
Number returned to the applicants for further evidence, or rejected................ 325 
Remaining on file awaiting further evidence of service, &C....... 6... cee eee eee 474 
1,004 


The “Canadian volunteer” claims still remain suspended, awaiting further evidence of service, &c. 
The claims for five years’ half-pay pension, in lieu of bounty lands, also remain suspended, awaiting 
proof of service, &c. 


The number of revolutionary claims on file at the date of the last report were .............. 123 
Received from October 1, 1823, to September 30, 1824, inclusive............6- 6. eee eee eeee 218 
341 
Disposed of as follows, viz: 
Rejected, not being entitled to land, or which had been previously satisfied ........ 202 
Admitted as being entitled, but awaiting additional documents or authority to 
receipt for the warrants........... wreaks PAP SAOSALERSSUANeREeCERRE SRO 17 
es saps, iparlin Drs onthe ths a LUCE EE ERT ERE TE Tee (SRE IAWETRNA CRS e RRS 97 
Warrants issued (amounting to 4,650 acres).......... ee CCT Oe eT eeT TET ere eT re 25 
341 


WM. M. STEUART, Clerk. 


Department or War, Section of Bounty Lands, December 3, 1824: 
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SURVEYS NORTH AND SOUTH OF RED RIVER. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 27, 1824. 


Treasury Department, December 24, 1824. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 14th instant, requiring the 
Secretary of the Treasury to inform “the House of the causes which have retarded the surveying of the 
public lands north and south of Red river; whether the said surveys are progressing; at what time the 
said public lands will be ready for sale; ‘and whether any further legislative measures are necessary,” 
I have the honor to submit a report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, together with four 
papers, marked A, B, C, D, which contain all the information required by the resolution. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. H. Cray, Speaker House of Representatives. 





Genera Lanp Orrice, Washington, December 17, 1824. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated the 14th of this month, 
in the following words: ‘“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform this House of 
the causes which have delayed the surveys of the public lands and private land claims in the district 
south and north of the Red river, in Louisiana; whether the said surveys are progressing, and if not, 
what are the reasons; at what time the said public lands will be in a state of readiness for sale; 
and if any further legislation be deemed necessary for the bringing of said public lands into market, » 
and which has been referred to this office, I have to state that the great body of the lands lying in the 
districts north and south of Red river, in the State of Louisiana, consist of piney barrens and extensive 
prairies; that the valuable lands are confined principally to the margins of water-courses emptying into 
the Mississippi swamp and the swamp itself. This latter description of lands, except where the water- 
courses approach the prairies, are alluvial lands, covered with cane and other growths, which make them 
very difficult to survey. Of the piney barrens and prairie lands, large quantities have been surveyed, 
and so small a portion of them has been sold that it has been deemed proper to suspend, for the present, 
the surveying of this description of lands. 

The lands adjacent to the water-courses being valuable, the private claims are confined almost 
exclusively to and occupy a very great portion of them; the only salable lands, therefore, belonging to 
the government in these land districts, with very slight exceptions, and which it is at present desirable to 
bring into market, is that portion of this description of lands which is interspersed among and free from 
private claims. 

The surveys of these lands cannot be completed, nor can any sale of them take place until all the 
private claims are located and surveyed. 

The causes which have retarded and arrested the surveying of the private claims are various. The 
following are, however, some of the most prominent: 

The renewal and extension of the several acts for the final adjustment of land claims in these districts, 
and the revival of the 7ifth section of the act of 1811 relative to what is termed back or double concessions 
by the acts of 1820 and 1823. From the year 1804 until the present time, with a short interval, the several 
acts for the final adjustment of land claims have made it impracticable to close the township plats within 
which there were private claims in the district south of the Red river, in Louisiana; and these causes 
only ceased to operate in the district north of the Red river in 1823. The period for entering back con- 
cessions expired only in August last. These causes, in themselves, satisfactorily account for the delay, 
and show the legal impediment to the completion of the township plats, in which there were private claims, 
and the consequent impracticability of bringing into market the public lands iying within such townships. 
(See paper marked A.) 

Although these causes satisfactorily account for the impracticability of bringing into market the 
public lands interspersed among the private claims, yet that progress which the “public had a right to 
expect in surveying the private and public jiands thus situated has not been made, and which, even under 
existing difficulties, ought to have been made. This, among other causes, may be attributable to the death 
of the surveyor, Colonel Freeman, in 1823, and the dismissal of his successor last spring; and, up to the 
present time, the progress of these surveys are arrested by attempts to locate fraudulent claims and to 
make improper locations of claims that may, perhaps, have been properly recommended for confirmation. 

It is believed that the reports of the land officers at New Orleans, dated November 20, 1816, 
and January 6, 1821, and that of the register of the land office north of Red river, dated January 
1, 1821, include and recommend for confirmation many fraudulent claims,’and claims not entitled to 
confirmation, and which claims were confirmed on their reports. Some of the claims contained in the 
report of the register at New Orleans have, I understand, been admitted to be fraudulent, and I refer to 
the enclosed papers (marked B) for the information in relation to some of the other cases alluded to. From 
information received at this office, there is reason to believe that many similar and equally unfounded 
claims have been filed with the register at Opelousas, whose report, as required by the act of 1820, has 
not yet been returned. 

The experience, talents, and indefatigable industry of the present surveyor, Mr. Davis, afford good 
reason to believe that the surveying of the public and private claims in the districts south and north of 
Red river, in Louisiana, will progress with as much expedition as the difficulties inherent to this portion 
of his difficulties will permit; and it is believed that a large portion of the lands lying on the Mississippi 
and Red river, in the district north of that river, will be prepared for sale in the course of the ensuing 
year. Surveys for part of these lands have lately been returned to this office and may be proclaimed for 
sale at any time that may be deemed expedient. 
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Although it would seem that the causes which delayed the surveys of the public lands and private 
claims in the districts south and north of Red river may be attributable, to a certain extent, to prolonged 
legislation, yet further legislative provisions may be deemed necessary. 

By an act passed May 11, 1820, entitled ‘“ An act supplementary to the several acts for the adjustment 
of the land claims in the State of Louisiana,” the register of the land office at Opelousas was required to 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury all the claims filed with him in pursuance of that act, with his 
opinion thereon, by January 1, 1821. Many claims under that act were filed with the register, but he 
omitted to make any report in relation to them while in office, and his successor could not legally make 
such report. A letter, however, a copy of which (marked C) is transmitted, was addressed to the present 
register from this office requesting him to make the report, with a view to submit it to Congress. Should 
this report not be received in time to be acted upon this session, it will be necessary to make some legis- 
lative provision for the case. 

The act of April 31, 1806, provides for the appointment of two principal deputy surveyors with a 
salary of $500 each, and certain fees of office, in the Territory of Orleans; and the act of March 3, 1819, 
provides for an additional principal duty. 

This organization of the surveying department in Louisiana was suggested with a view of accom- 
modating the private claimants and facilitating the surveying and patenting of their lands. If, however, 
we are to judge from results, it seems not to have been a happy one. A similar organization of the 
surveying department exists now in no other State; and in every other State or Territory where there 
have been private claims, (and they extend to all,) there has been no such delay and difficulties incident to 
the surveying and patenting of the private claims as have occurred in Louisiana. 

Previous to my coming into office no patent had been issued on any private confirmed claim in that 
State; and since 1 came into this office, notwithstanding my attention was early drawn to the subject, 
but two patents have been issued, and one of them was on a claim improperly recommended for confirmation, 
and improperly patented, it appearing, subsequent to the issuing of the patent, that it covered reserved 
public lands occupied for public uses. This organization of the department has a tendency to divide 
responsibility and to lessen that of the surveyor for the district, to whom alone this office can look for the 
due execution of all the surveying within his district. It is suggested, therefore, for the consideration 
of Congress, whether these offices ought not to be abolished. So far as they are depositories of the 
surveys and field notes, they may occasionally afford accommodation to individuals. The paper marked 
D contains an extract of a letter from me to the surveyor (Mr. Davis) on this subject, with his answer. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 





Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to Levin Wailes, esq., surveyor south of 
the State of Tennessee, dated 


“GeneraL Lanp Orrice, September 12, 1823. 


“The general object. of my instructions to you has been to expedite, as far as practicable, the sur- 
veying of all that part of your district which is in any way connected with the surveying of private 
confirmed claims, and not to authorize, at present, the surveying of any townships unconnected with such 
claims other than those which you had been instructed to survey previous to my communications. You 
are authorized, however, to contract for the surveying of any of the lands which you may deem it expedient 
to survey, under my former instructions, on bayous, lakes, &c., and in conformity to the second section of 
the act of March 3, 1811.” 





A. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to George Davis, esq., surveyor general 
Washington, Mississippi, dated June 30, 1824. ~ 


“In relation to the views of this office as it’ respects the surveying of public lands, private claims, 
and back concessions, in your surveying district, 1 must refer you to and request your perusal of the 
letters addressed by me to Mr. Wailes, of the following dates: 1823, July 18, 27; August 19, 28; September 
8, (circular,) September 12; November 12, 17; December 19 and 31; 1824, January 10, 12, 30; March 4; 
April 1. To no one of these letters has a direct answer been given, so far as I recollect, by Mr. Wailes. 

“The principal object of these communications, and it is one to which I must call your particular 
attention, was to hasten the completion of the surveys of the private claims and back concessions in 
Louisiana, and to connect those heretofore made with the township lines, where such have been or are 
intended to be run, in order that the necessary returns may be made to this office, on which patents could 
be issued. In accomplishing this, all the residuary public lands adjacent to and interspersed among the 
private claims would be ascertained and prepared for sale. These surveys will include nearly all the 
good lands in every land district in the State of Louisiana which is at present desirable to bring into 
market, with the exception of the lands lying immediately on the Mississippi above Natchez and extending 
to the northern boundary of the State, the surveying of which, it is presumed, is nearly if not quite 
completed; only two township plats, however, of these lands have been returned to this office. Until 
these jee are accomplished, the surveying of any other lands in the State of Louisiana should be 
suspended. 

“The several acts of Congress allowing further time for the adjudication of private claims in the 
district of St. Helena and Opelousas will occasion some legal impediment to the immediate final completion 
of the township plats in those districts. Nevertheless, much progress may be made in surveying and 
connecting with the township lines the private claims which have been heretofore confirmed and the back 
concessions in Opelousas. 
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“To the completion of the several series of surveys in the southeastern district and of the plats of those 
townships containing private claims in the district north of Red river there exists no legal impediment; 
and every effort should be made by you to have the surveys in those districts completed and the plats 
returned to this office with as little delay as possible. 

“You will take every possible precaution to guard against the unnecessary resurvey of the public 
lands or private claims which have heretofore been surveyed and paid for either by individuals or the 
public.” 





Copy of aletier from George Graham, esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, to Samuel H. Harper, 
esq., register of the land office at New Orleans, Louisiana, dated 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, September 19, 1823. 


Sir: On reference to the reports made by yourself and the receiver, bearing date November 20, 1816, 
I find that the claims of Joseph Gabon and James Felice .on the Bayou Boeuf, for about one league 
front and forty arpents deep on each side of the bayou, and the claims of Joseph Talbo and John Toledo 
on the Bayou Caillou, for similar quantities, must be considered as confirmed by the act of 1820. As these 
lands were not settled and probably not surveyed when the lands which we have lately advertised for sale 
on those bayous were run out, it is possible that there may be some interferences. This fact should be 
ascertained by the principal deputy surveyor previous to the sale; and if there is an interference, those 
lots covered by the private claims should be withheld from sale, provided the private claims have been 
surveyed on the lands designated in the original order of survey; and upon this point the principal deputy 
surveyor should be perfectly satisfied. 

If the whole or any part of the claims above mentioned have not been surveyed, and if the designation 
in the original order of survey of the places of location on the respective bayous is so vague as to produce 
any doubt in the mind of the principal deputy surveyor as to the proper point of location, he will in that 
case take care so to survey them as not to interfere with the lands surveyed and advertised for sale by 
the United States, and he will make a special report of the facts in the case to this office. 

The private claims on the Bayou Darbonne having been granted on account of settlement principally, 
I presume that there is no danger as to interference with them. It is possible, though I think not probable, 
that there may be some old grants on the Bayou Grostete which may interfere with the lands proclaimed 
for sale; this should be inquired into previous to the sale. 

Can you give me any information on the subject of the claim of the Chotamache tribe of Indians on 
the Bayous Plaquemine and Jaques? Do the Indians now occupy the land, or is it occupied by others? 
If so, under what title? The Indians, I presume, had no right either to lease or to sell the lands. 

You will please furnish the principal deputy surveyor with a copy of this letter for his information 
and guidance on the points mentioned. 


I am, with great respect, &c., 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 





Extract of a letter from the Commissioner to S. H. Harper, esq., register, &c., New Orleans, dated 


“GENERAL Lanp Orrice, October 12, 1823. 


“Having had occasion to refer to the claims of the Marquis de Lafayette, I find that you have, by 
your report dated November 20, 1816, recommended the confirmation of a claim filed by Cooley for two 
thousand acres of land, which interferes materially with the lands patented to the marquis on the Mississippi, 
and adjacent to the bayou. 

“In your report of the case of Charles Grass, on which that of Cooley depends, you observe that the 
commissioners rejected this claim, and others of a similar nature, principally on the grouud of abandonment, 
alleging ‘that the Spanish government would, upon application, have granted the same land to others,’ 
and in which opinion you concur. 

“T presume, therefore, that you had no knowledge of the grant to the marquis at the time you reported 
in favor of the claim of E. Cooley; for if the Spanish government would have granted these lands on the 
application of an individual, it would seem the United States had the right to grant the land, particularly 
after the solemn decision of the commissioners, and that on the ex parte testimony of the claimant. I will 
thank you to furnish me with certified copies of all the papers filed in your office relative to the claim of 


E. Cooley. 
“GEORGE GRAHAM.” 





Extract of a letter from J. Wilson, esq., principal deputy surveyor, to George Graham, esq., Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, dated 


“ New Orteans, March 138, 1824. 


“Ina letter directed to the register under date of September 19, 1823, (a copy of which was furnished 
me, ) in relation to the claims of James Gabon and Joseph Felice on the Bayou Boeuf, and J. Talbot and 
John Toledo on the Bayou Caillou, I am directed to survey them in such manner as not to interfere with 
the lands surveyed and ordered for sale, provided the designation of the places of location is not pointed 
out in the original order of survey. As there are a great many claims similarly situated with those, (no 
place of location being designated,) I would beg leave to ask whether the same rule shall apply to them 
all, the claimants having in many instances selected the best lands among the lots already surveyed, and 
located themselves upon them. Should this be allowed, it will create much confusion, and leave fractional 
lots to be sold, besides a very great loss to the government if left in the power of the claimants to select 
lands wherever they please. I would beg the favor of a reply, addressed to me at Donaldsonville. 

“With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
“J. WILSON, Principal Deputy Surveyor.” 
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Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to John Wilson, esq., principal deputy 
surveyor, Donaldsonville, Louisiana, dated April 15, 1824. 


“The recommendations of the register and receiver in favor of the claims of Gabon, Felice, Talbot, 
and Toledo are evidently founded on the principles established by the Ist section of the act of April 12, 
1814. 

“That act requires that the warrant or order of survey either should have been located or that it 
should contain in itself a special location. The rule, therefore, for you to follow, in relation to these as well 
as other cases similarly situated, is to refuse to survey unless satisfactory evidence is produced to show 
that the land required to be surveyed is the particular land designated in the warrant or order of survey. 
And the rule should be particularly attended to in cases where the land has been surveyed by this govern- 
ment, as the Spanish government never would have permitted a floating warrant to have been located on 
lands subsequent to the surveying of them by the government for any purpose whatsoever. 


“Yours, very respectfully, 
. “GEORGE GRAHAM.” 





Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., October 16, 1824. 


Sir: In a letter from me to the Commissioner of the General Land Office dated 16th August last, 
speaking of the surveys of private claims north of Red river, I took occasion to remark that “ these 
surveys are progressing slowly at present, under orders from Mr. Wailes, before I relieved him; that they 
should be executed at the expense of the claimants, on the ground, as I understand, that these claims 
being in fact donations, the evidence upon which they were confirmed having been false and fraudulent, 
the donation itself was sufficient loss to the government without the expense of surveying being 
superadded.” 

The Commissioner, in reply to this part of my letter, observes: “I do not understand the distinction 
taken by Mr. Wailes in relation to the claims north of Red river. If the evidence on which any claim 
has been confirmed is ‘false and fradulent,’ it affects the validity of the claim and not its classification; 
and in all cases where testimony is furnished to this office to show that a claim has been confirmed on 
‘false and fraudulent evidence’ patents will be withheld. I will thank you to call upon Mr. Wailes and 
ascertain the grounds he has for believing that there are any claims which have been confirmed on such 
testimony.” 

Whether the information that gave rise to the remark in my letter to the Commissioner was derived 
directly from yourself, or from Mr. Bramhall, chief clerk in this office, or from both, I do not now recollect; 
nor is it very important that I should, since, had the question of who should pay the surveying expenses 


’ , been a doubtful one, which it does not now seem to be, the motive imputed to you as having influenced 


your decision does you, in my opinion, great honor. 

The conversations I have heard in relation to the manner in which the confirmation of many or most 
of those claims have been obtained, as well as in relation to the testimony offered to influence, in some 
instances, their location, are both shocking and astonishing. 

I have chosen this mode of soliciting of you any information you can communicate on this subject 
likely to be useful, in however small a degree, towards protecting the interests of the government against 
a lawless combination of individuals. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 


Levin Watts, Esq. 





Wasuineton, Miss., October 16, 1824. 


Sir: Most of the information I have had on the subject of the claims referred to in your letter of this 
date, just received by Mr. Winston, was derived from Kenneth McCrummen, esq., to whom, as he is now 
here, I beg leave to refer you, and recommend your reducing to writing such information as Mr. Mc- 
Crummen will afford you. I shall answer your letter more fully in a few days. I write this in a hurry 
that you may call on Mr. McCrummen before his departure for Louisiana. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVIN WAILES. 


GeorcE Davis, Esq., Surveyor General. ; 





Wasuineton, Sunday Morning, October 17, 1824. 


Dear Sir: In a letter I yesterday wrote to Levin Wailes, esq., I made inquiry of him, at the desire 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, respecting certain supposed fraudulent practices in a 
particular district of Louisiana, by means of which public lands have been converted, or are converting, 
into private property, without any valuable consideration being given in exchange for them. 

Mr. Wailes, in a hasty reply, promises to answer me more fully hereafter, and, in the meanwhile, 
refers me to you as one from whom much useful information may be obtained. 

As you are presumed to be intimate with Mr. Wailes, he will, no doubt, give you the perusal of my 
letter to him, as well as of his answer, by which means you will be better informed of the nature of my 
inquiries ; and I solicit, and have the greatest confidence of obtaining, from you all the useful information 
you shall be able to furnish. I must beg of you to reduce it to writing, and leave nothing untold which 
you may suppose likely to be useful on the subject. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 

Kennet McCrummen, Esq., Deputy Surveyor—present. 
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Wasuineton, October 18, 1824. 


Sir: The private claims to which you refer and of which, by your letter dated yesterday, you desire 
me to afford you any information in my power, I understand to be those filed with and reported by the 
register of the land office north of Red river, in the State of Louisiana. The task you have imposed 
on me is an unpleasant one. Nevertheless, as an officer acting under the authority of the government 
of the United States, I consider it my duty to withhold no information from you which can tend to detect 
any fraud practiced or intended to be practiced on the government. 

It will be proper that I should particularize some of the claims which are said to be derived from 
settlements which have been established by oral testimony. I begin with the claim of Richard Green, of 
one league square. .1 believe it will be found, by a recurrence to former statutes under which the American 
government provided for the adjustment of land claims in Louisiana, that a mere occupancy right could 
in no case exceed the quantity of two thousand acres ; and this required an occupancy, as well as I can 
recollect, of ten years before the cession of Louisiana to the United States. If the occupancy commenced 
from a later date, a settlement right could not exceed one mile square, or 640 acres; no person could hold 
more than one such right, nor could he hold that if he hejd land under any other title from the Spanish 
government. It is within my knowledge that this same Mr. Green, at an early date, filed his claim to a 
tract of land in the parish of Catahoula, and was confirmed to the extent of 640 acres by the commissioners 
for adjusting such claims at Opelousas. This ought to have barred his claim to the tract he now claims; 
but if this had been a valid claim, is it not strange and inexplicable that he did not enter it when he entered 
the first ? I shall, however, show the whole ground of this claim to the tract of a league square as I have it 
from Green’s own witness. Philip O’Neal, whose testimony was taken before the late Reuben T. Sacket, 
then a justice of the peace, has, I understand, been made to testify that he, the said O’Neal, did, for some 
years before the change of government, say twenty-two or twenty-three years, occupy, inhabit, and cul- 
tivate the said land for the claimant, Richard Green. Ido not pretend to state the testimony word for 
word ; I only give what I understood to be the substance of it. Philip O’Neal assures me that his testi- 
mony has not been minuted by this justice of the peace as he gave it in; he has repeatedly said, to 
myself and others, that, when a boy, about twenty years ago, perhaps about the time of the change of 
government, or a year or two before, he, said O’Neal, accompanied his father on a hunting excursion up 
the Rigolet, the water-course on which Mr. Green claims this land, at that time an unsettled wilderness, 
and for the purpose of getting cypress bark to cover cabins at the place where his father then resided; 
that the getting this cypress bark was the only improvement which he or his father made on the place; 
that three or four years ago Dr. Green came to him, O’Neal, and offered him $50 for the improvement so 
made ; that he informed Dr. Green that he did not pretend to have any claim to the land, but Green 
insisting on giving him the $50, he agreed to let him have the claim, such as it was, and such as he has 
stated it to be; that a few months afterwards he was cited before R. T. Sacket to give testimony in the 
claim of Richard Green ; and that when on oath he made the statement corresponding with the foregoing 
information, and no other. 

Louis L, Huffman is another person who has obtained the confirmation of his claim, under the report 
of the register north of the Red river, for a tract of 640 acres of land. He had originally claimed a tract 
with ten arpents of front, with forty arpents in depth, (say 400 arpents, equal to 338 acres, ) to which extent 
his claim was confirmed by the register and receiver at Opelousas. To obtain an enlargement of this 
tract he has found it convenient to claim (on the same ground, in part) 640 acres, for which he has 
obtained confirmation. A reference to former acts of Congress will show that he ought to have been 
confined to his first claim if, indeed, he was legally entitled to that. 

The heirs of Benjamin Miller claim under the settlement of their father. One claim, lying in the 
parish of Catahoula, has already been confirmed to Benjamin Miller for 640 acres. This, by former acts 
of Congress, ought to bar the claim filed with the register at Ouachita for the benefit of his heirs. 

Adam Huffman has also a claim favorably reported on by the register north of Red river. The father 
of the claimant, whose name was Adam also, with some of his neighbors, erected cow-pens on this land, 
probably for the purpose of gentling their wild cattle; the son has found it convenient to call it a stock 

farm; and he has produced, as I suppose, such testimony as satisfied the register north of Red river that 
his claim was a valid one. On this ground there appears a small improvement, which I know to have 
been made only five years past by some wood-cutters, who remained three or four months on the land, 
cutting and carrying away the public timber. 

August. O’Neal’s claim is of so little value that the inhabitants neither care nor say much about it, 
thinking the loss will not be great to the government if they should be swindled out of it. There is no 
improvement on it, however, that appears to have been made longer ago than eight or ten years, perhaps 
long enough since to entitle him to the right of preference to purchase from the United States. 

I have no better opinion of the claims said to have been founded on concessions from the Spanish 
government, and filed with the register north of Red river at Ouachita. It is possible, and barely possible, 
that there may be some few valid and honest claims among them ; but it is my opinion, and that of the 
most respectable inhabitants of the parishes of Natchitoches and Rapides, that the far greater part of these 
documents are base counterfeits. It is true I have seen none of those papers myself, but I have heard 
respectable persons and good judges, who have seen many of them, speak publicly of them, not only as 
counterfeits, but very bungling counterfeits. Besides, I have inquired of the most ancient and respectable 
inhabitants of both these parishes, who assure me that they never before have so much as heard the 
names of any of the persons to whom those large and valuable tracts of land are said to have been 
granted by the Spanish government. 

I have myself been very generally acquainted in the parishes of Rapides and Natchitoches and Cata- 
houla tor about sixteen years. I have never heard the names of any of these grantees before, nor do I 
believe the names of any of them are to be found on any records of either of those parishes. In short, the 
whole thing is ridiculed and contemned by every honest man in the northern district as a base attempt to 
defraud the government. It is a curious fact that all those grants are, although purporting to have been 
made some thirty and more years ago, (or past,) for the most part, for the most valuable lands in the State, 
in situations which were totally unknown to any civilized man until long since the cession of Louisiana 
to the United States, and not until, by the running and marking the public lines, facilities were given by 
which the country could be examined. 

If the act of Congress confirming the claims under consideration has not placed them on a footing 
beyond the control of the government, I do not hesitate to say that it is my belief that the government 
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would save a million of dollars at least by ordering all the documents of title which were filed with either 
of the registers in that part of Louisiana called the Territory of Orleans, under the last acts granting 
indulgence to land claimants, to be transmitted to the seat of government, and there scrutinized and 
investigated by gentlemen well acquainted with such documents, and competent to judge of their 
authenticity. 
I am, with great respect, sir, your very obedient servant, 
KENNETH McCRUMMEN. 
GeorcE Davis, Esq., Surveyor General south of Tennessee. 





Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., October 23, 1824. 


Sir: The correspondence between myself and Messrs. Wailes and McCrummen, of which a transcript 
is herewith enclosed, in relation to the land claims confirmed by the second section of the act of Congress 
of February 28, 1823, has resulted from the request made in the closing part of your letter to me of the 
11th ultimo, to which I have but a single additional remark to offer : that if all that I daily hear upon the 
subject be not mere idle stories, it will require but a little further indulgence by Congress to the persons 
for filing notices of claims to wrest from the government all the lands in that interesting district of 
Louisiana worth being surveyed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
C. DAVIS. 
Grorce Granam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 


P. S—No other letter has been received from Mr. Wailes. 





Extract from a letter from George Davis, esq., surveyor, &c., dated 


WasuinerTon, Miss., October 29, 1824. 


Sir: Ihave been so beset, for two or three days past, by a land claimant, under the second section 
. of the act of February 28, 1823, of the name of Bowie, that I have been able to think of scarcely anything 
else. A deputy surveyor, Mr. Milo Johnson, had been surveying claims of this kind, and chiefly for this 

individual, slowly, for about a year previously to my arrival here, under orders from Mr. Wailes, and I 
found a considerable bundle of his papers in the office when I took possession of it ; they had laid dormant 
ever since, until within a few days past. 

The claimant is extremely anxious to obtain my approval of Johnson’s locations, in order to facilitate 
the sale of the lands to squatters. When any of those squatters are found on good tracts of land, these 
locations are laid on them ; and after the parties come to an understanding on the subject, the squatters 
are found ready to assist in the most iniquitous means of defrauding the government, or so says report. 

+ In one instance, and it was the first presented to my notice, the location is laid on a bayou called in 
all the maps that 1 have seen, as well as by the present inhabitants of the vicinity, Bayou Tensas ; whereas 
his claim calls for Bayou Mason, (in French, Magon,) situated a considerable distance further from the 
Mississippi than the former, and both running nearly parallel to it. 


- 





B. 
Extracts of a letter from George Davis, esq., surveyor south of the State of Tennessee, dated 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., November 1, 1824. 


Sir: In your letter of general instructions of the 30th of June last you seem to suppose that all the 
good lands on the Mississippi between Natchez and the north boundary of Louisiana, in that State, had 
been already surveyed. Whatever public land may still remain to be surveyed, the maps transmitted 
with my letter to the General Land Office of the 22d ultimo, in addition to the two some time previously 
forwarded by Mr. Wailes, comprehend the whole that has yet been surveyed in that part of the north of 
Red river district. 

Being about to enter into a contract with Mr. E. S. Ludlow to complete the survey of these lands 
between the part heretofore surveyed by him and the north boundary of the State of Louisiana, I trans- 
mit herewith a copy of a draught of that part of the work the exterior lines of which have been heretofore 
surveyed and paid for by Mr. Wailes. 

This draught is forwarded for the double purpose of presenting a portion of the work upon which the 
accounts of Mr. Wailes have been founded, and of exhibiting a location recently attempted to be made on 
Lake Providence and Bayou Tensas of two private claims, the confirmations of which, by the second 
section of the act of February 28, 1823, called for Bayou Macon, situated a considerable distance further 
from the Mississippi river than the former. 

You will find these claims on the list in the name of Juan Gonzales and Francisco Andante;* the real 
claimant is, however, named Bowie. I have declined approving the surveys on account chiefly of their 
mislocation, or of their being laid in a part of the country not warranted by the grant. I transmit the 
affidavits of two individuals said to have been squatters on those lands; they were obtained by the 
claimant in order to induce the surveyor to make the location. It is acknowledged, I believe, on all 
hands, that the bayou is still called Tensas. In relation to these locations I shall only further remark, 
that it is pretty confidently believed by some that the real Bayou Macon derived it name originally from 
a noted river pirate named Mason, who had his haunts on it in the year 18045, and who was killed by 


* Nos. 23 and 31, first class. 
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one of his men in order to secure the reward offered for his capture by the proclamation of Mr. Jefferson, 
while President of the United States. Happening to be in this village myself when the fellow came here 
to demand his reward, I can have no doubt of the time ; and were the fact established that the etymology 
of the name of the bayou has been correctly ascertained, it would destroy the validity of the claim 
altogether, as the claims themselves look as far back for their origin as 1788 and 1789, respectively. 





General Lanp Orrice, September 7, 1824. 


Sir: Your predecessor, Mr. Wailes, made no report to this office relative to the claims filed with him 
agreeably to the provision of the second section of the act supplementary to the several “acts for the 
adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisiana,” passed May 11, 1820. As the surveying of the 
private claims which have heretofore been confirmed in your district cannot be so closed as to give to 
the claims their respective sectional numbers until all the claims in each township shall have been finally 
acted upon, and as much time will be lost and the claimants generally, as well as the public, subjected to 
great inconvenience by delaying the returns until a special act of Congress can be procured which shall 
authorize you to make the report that was required by law of Mr. Wailes, I take the liberty of suggesting 
the propriety of your investigating and reporting on the claims which have been filed with Mr. Wailes, 
when register, within the period prescribed by the act above mentioned. Your report would be sub- 
mitted to Congress, and I have no doubt would be acted upon by them in the same manner that any report 
would be which would be made under any act that might be passed at the next session authorizing you 
to report on these claims. 

In making your report you will confine yourself to the provisions of the act which limits your juris- 
diction to claims founded on Spanish grants, concessions, or orders of survey, and which shall have been 
filed with your predecessor previous to December 31, 1820. These restrictions are equally applicable to 
the claims provided for by the second and fourth sections of the act. 

As to the form of your report and the classification and numbering of the claims, I would refer you 
to the report made by Mr. Wailes and Gerard, dated December 30, 1815, which affords the simplest form 
in which the substance of the evidence in each case may be embodied. 

It is possible that Mr. Wailes may have neglected to file some of the claims which may have been 
presented to him previous to December 31, 1820, or the evidence of their having been filed may have been 
lost. In such cases you will make a special report, accompanied by the evidence, that the claim was filed 
within the period limited by law. 

In addition to the fees for recording specified in the act, a part of which I presume Mr. Wailes has 
received, a further sum of $600 is allowed to the register for making this report, which Mr. Wailes has 


not received, and which would be paid to you whenever Congress should act upon the report. 
Ian, &c., GEORGE GRAHAM. 


VALENTINE Kine, Esq., Register of the Land Office, Opelousas, Louisiana. 





D. 


Extract from a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to George Davis, esq., dated August 
27, 1824. 


“Should you find, on due investigation, that your principal deputy surveyors are not qualified or are 
inattentive to their duties, you should remove them. I have great doubts whether that part of the organ- 
ization of the surveying department has in any manner facilitated the surveying the private claims. 
Measures should be taken by you to give more efficiency to this branch of the department, or it ought to 


be abolished.” 





Extract from a letter from George Davis, esq., surveyor of public lands south of Tennessee, to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, dated October 25, 1824. 


“ Having nothing to conceal, I must beg permission to state that the law does not, in effect, put the 
office of the principal deputies under the due control of this office, simply because the salary and legal fees 
and perquisites of them will not command the services of any man under fifty years of age who possesses 
the necessary talents and industry to perform the duties of them if their pecuniary circumstances be above 
those of absolute pauperism. This, sir, is an unpleasant, perhaps a dangerous truth, but my situation 
imposes upon me no duty more imperative than that of telling it. In doing it, I have no private views to 


subserve, no friend with whom I wish to fill a vacancy. On the contrary, I know of no proper person 
acquainted with the really arduous duties that would be required of him who would be willing to accept 
of one of those appointments with an intention at the same time of performing them. This the present 
incumbents know; and hence it results that if any substantial services are required of them as an equiv- 


alent for their salaries they are ready to resign.” 
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_ give me pleasure to have an opportunity of conversing with you. 
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NEW LOCATIONS IN LIEU OF LOTS IN NEW MADRID AND LITTLE PRAIRIE VILLAGES, 
IN MISSOURI, INJURED BY EARTHQUAKES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 30, 1824. 
In Senate or THE Unirep States, December 12, 1823. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire into the expediency of making further pro- 
vision by law for the final decision of incomplete titles to lands held under the authority of France or 
Spain, in the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas; and also into the expediency of making 
further provision by law to perfect the title to lands located by virtue of warrants issued under the act 
of Congress of February 17, 1815, entitled “An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of 


New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes.” : 
Attest: CHARLES CUTTS, Secretary. 


In Senate or THe Unirep Srates, December 20, 1824. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire into the expediency of making further pro- 
vision by law to perfect the titles to lands located by virtue of warrants issued under the act of Congress 
of February 17, 1815, entitled “An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, 


in the Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes.” 
Attest: CHARLES CUTTS, Secretary. 





December 30, 1824. 


Mr. Barron, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported “A bill supplementary to ‘An act to 
perfect certain locations and sales of the public lands in Missouri,’” passed April 26, 1822, and submitted 


the following documents : 
GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 22, 1824. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, requesting information relative to the instructions 
under which the recorder of land titles in Missouri acted in issuing certificates of new location in lieu of 
town lots, out lots, &c., in the villages of New Madrid and Little Prairie, under the act of February 17, 
1815, Ihave the honor to transmit the papers marked from No. 1 to No. 17. These papers contain the 
instructions and correspondence, as well as my own views in relation to the subject, and show the 
grounds upon which patents have been withheld. 

It appears from the returns of the recorder of land titles in Missouri that he has issued 182 certifi- 
cates for 160 acres of land each, in lieu of town lots and other tracts of land of less quantity than 160 
acres which have been relinquished. Patents have been issued on twenty-eight of these certificates; of 
the residue there are eighty-five on which patents will be withheld under the construction given to the 
act of February 17, 1815, unless there shall be some further legislative provisions on the subject. 

The paper marked No. 17 is a copy of a letter from Mr. Sloo, a gentleman appointed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to examine the land offices in Missouri and Arkansas, and who was requested by me to 
communicate such information as he might be able to procure in passing through that district of country 
injured by the earthquakes relative to the New Madrid claims and the lands which had been relinquished. 
Any further communication that may be received from him on the subject shall be submitted to you. 


I am, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Hon. Davin Barron, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate. 





No. 1. 
Copy of a letter to Frederick Bates, esq., recorder, St. Louis, dated March 1, 1815. 


Sir: Enclosed you have a copy of an act of Congress, passed 17th ultimo, entitled “An act for the 
relief of the inhabitants of the late county of Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered by earth- 
quakes.” 

The first section declares that “the title of the person or persons to the land injured as aforesaid 
shall revert to and become absolutely vested in the United States.” 

You will therefore take from the parties who may apply for the benefit of this act transfers of their 
titles (for the lands injured) in favor of the United States, and make those acts matter of record in your 
office. 
The third section requires you to transmit to this office “a report of the claims allowed and locations 
made.” You will be pleased, also, to report the lands transferred to the United States by the claimants 


under this act. 
Iam, &c., JOSIAH MEIGS. 





No. 2. 
Extract of a letter to F. Bates, esq., St. Louis, dated September 18, 1815 


I approve of your refusal to issue certificates to any other than the original claimants who are 
contemplated in the act of February 17, 1815. Should you be the bearer of your work to this city it will 


I am, &c., JOSIAH MEIGS. 
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No. 3. 
Copy of a letter to Frederick Bates, esq., recorder of land titles at St. Louis, dated October 6, 1815. 


Sm: An inquiry has been made at this office whether claimants of land under the act of 17th 
February last, for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, &c., may locate a claim 
in different places. 

The act describes two classes of claimants: 

Ist. Those who claim /ess than 160 acres, and who may locate 160 acres. 

2d. Those who claim more, but who may not locate more than 640 acres. 

There is not anything in the act that authorizes the idea that any certificate you may issue can 
(legally) be located in different places; but as that idea appears to be entertained, it will be necessary 
that the certificates expressly state that the location of each individual claimant be made in one tract. 
You will not issue any patent certificates for locations which may have been made contrary to this regu- 


lation, because patents will not be granted upon such certificates. 
Iam, &c., JOSIAH MEIGS. 





No. 4. 
Copy of a letter to Frederick Bates, esq., recorder at St. Louis, dated March 11, 1811. 


Str: I have received from the speaker of the house of representatives of the Territory of Missouri a 
resolution of the general assembly relative to the commons of the village of Carondelet. Congress have 
not acted during the late session on that subject, but in my opinion the New Madrid claimants ought not 
to be permitted to locate on those commons. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., J. MEIGS. 





No. 5. 
Copy of a letter to Frederick Bates, esq., recorder at St. Louis, dated February 24, 1819. 


Sir: A document, of which the following is a copy, has been sent by the Secretary of the Treasury to 
this office, endorsed “ Referred to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who is requested to ask 
the recorder for the facts and reasons upon which he made the within decision. W.H.C.” I will thank 
you to give the said information by the return of the mail. 

I am. 
DOCUMENT. 
Sr. Louis, December 31, 1818. 


Joseph Story, attorney in fact for the persons whose names are hereafter mentioned, of the county of 
New Madrid and Territory of Missouri, applies to the recorder of land titles for the aforesaid Territory for 
certificates of new location to issue on and for the following lots of ground, at a town called the Little 
Prairie, in said Territory, (to be held in lieu thereof,) in conformity to the act of Congress of February 17, 
1815, in the case made and provided, viz: 


Original claimants. Lots. Arp. Original claimants. Lots. Arp. 
ee ee ee 2 ee ee ee 2 2 
Ree re ere 2 Do, ee ee eee 2 2 
a eee Tre Teer er Te 2 ee ee eT Pee 2 2 
I POUIINOE: os bist s ne ccsccauscs 2 DOT TT Tee Tee ETT eee 2 2 
IES 5b ct ovnnsdseswscee 2 SD errr rrr Ser err 2 2 
PD 6 sch kdb bsnbdRsed ese aces 2 B.S eee ee 2 2 
EE NL 66 ck SW DEASS craw eewes 6 2 SS eer ee ee eee 2 2 
cp EE EOSe CeCe ee Te eT 2 Se NE he Sawer sateseases ss 2 2 
eens pete op, ECCT CET ETE 2 D PO TE noise dawisncnes reer a 2 2 
PO SOOOOOE. 656s does sewicsccnevces 2 eer eee ee eee 2 2 
IID: bio ph vANeadewssnnnsasiee 2 2 


Which said above lots of ground have been heretofore proven in your office to have been materially injured 
by earthquakes. Signed by their agent and attorney in fact. 
JOS’H STORY. 


Frep’k Bates, Esq., Recorder of Land Titles, Missouri Territory. 


OFFICE OF THE REcorpER oF Lanp Titties, St. Louis, December 31, 1818. 


On the presentation of this demand I have not thought myself justified in issuing certificates of new 
location, and have declined to do so. 
FRED’K BATES. 


Which shows that the Little Prairie claims have been laid before the recorder. 





No. 6. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, January 11, 1822. 


Sm: The act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of the sufferers by earthquakes in the county of New 
Madrid, authorizes them to locate the like quantity of land on any of the public lands in the (then) 
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Territory of Missouri, the sale of which is authorized by law: “ Provided, That no person shall be permitted 
to locate a greater quantity of land under this act than the quantity confirmed to him, except the owners 
of lots of ground or tracts of land of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres, who are hereby 
authorized to locate and obtain any quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres; nor shall 
any person be entitled to locate more than six hundred and forty acres.” 

The point to which I beg leave to call your attention is this: on the list of certificates of the right of 
new location under that act I find that the same individual has been permitted, in numerous instances, to 
locate to the amount of one hundred and sixty acres for each lot of one arpent, and certificates of location 
in such cases have been granted by the recorder of. land titles. 

To exemplify my meaning, I would merely mention two instances: Francis Lesseur has received four 
certificates of one hundred and sixty acres each, for four lots of one arpent each. Joseph Genereux has 
received four certificates of the same kind, and for the same number of lots of one arpent. 

Conceiving that the law never intended to grant to any one owner of town lots the privilege of 
locating more than one hundred and sixty acres, except, indeed, in cases where the quantity of the lots 
owned by them, exceeding the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, would thereby entitle them to the 
privilege of locating a like greater quantity, whatever such might be. I beg leave to ask advice whether 
patents can legally be demanded, and am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 

JOSIAH MEIGS, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

Hon. SEcRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


No. 7. 


OrricE oF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE Unirep States, January 22, 1822. 


Sir: I entirely concur in the opinion expressed by the Commissioner of the Land Office, that it is not 
the intention of the act of Congress of February 17, 1815, to permit the owners of town lots in the 
county of New Madrid to locate a tract of one hundred and sixty acres for each town lot they may own; 
but one tract for the whole of their town lots, however many, unless the aggregate shall exceed the 
quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, when they will fall within the general enactment of being 
authorized to locate the quantity they have lost. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WIRT. 


Hon. Wititam H. Crawrorp, Treasury Department. 





No. 8 
GeneraL Lanp Orrice, April 1, 1822. 


Sir: Enclosed you have a copy of my letter to the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury, dated the 
17th of January last, relative to certain locations made under the act of February 17, 1815, for the 
relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, and a copy of 
the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States, dated the 22d of January last, declaring the 
issuing of certificates for one hundred and sixty acres in favor of persons holding lots of a less quantity 
(so as to allow any person holding four lots of one arpent each to receive four certificates for one hundred 
and sixty acres) to be contrary to the act referred to. In consequence of which opinion no patents will 
be issued by this office on the certificates, which are thereby declared void; and I have to request that 
you will issue no certificates for such claims. 

Iam, &c., 
J. MEIGS. 


Freperick Bates, Esq., Recorder of Land Titles, St. Louis, Missouri. 





No. 9. 


GeneRAL Lanp Orrice, August 13, 1822. 


Sir: I will thank you for a list of those persons claiming lands under the act of February 17, 
1815, in whose favor location certificates have been issued for a greater quantity of land than the amount 
they have surrendered to the United States, mentioning in each case the amount surrendered and the 
amount for which certificates have been issued, and their numbers. 

Ian, &c., 
J. MEIGS. 


Frepertck Bates, Esq., Recorder of Land Titles, St. Louis, Missouri. 





No. 10. 


OFFICE OF THE RecorpER oF LAND Tirtes, St. Louis, September 10, 1822. 
Sm: In compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 13th ultimoI enclose a list of 
those persons who, under the act of February 17, 1815, have received location certificates for greater 
quantities of land than they had relinquished to the United States. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., 
FREDERICK BATES. 


Hon. Jostan MeEtcs, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
VOL. IV———6 c 
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A list of those persons claiming lands under the act of Congress of February 11, 1815, in whose favor location 
certificates have been issued for a greater quantity of land than the amount they have surrendered to the 


United States. 








No. of 


certificate. 


Original claimants. 


Quantity surrendered. 


7 


Quantity of location certificate. 





SSHBSPSBRSSERS REE Seaauaae 


110 


159 


165 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
176 
179 


Joseph Huno, jr...... 


Simon Subtil............. 0000000000006 cocceccce Peery 





Francis Lesseur.......s0.e00+ sececesccececcsscsesececee eeeeesdOeceeceesereeeedOeeeseeerereerseeeeeeeees 
SESLEMDisaconeckbekeeeheaeee™ cece ccccccccccccccccsc cece teetedOsececccces cee edOeeesccccecvvesercvescece 
Seats dOrcccccccccccccecccccccescccccccscccccccsccsceees|*0tee Weceeeecseeses UOseeesscesececsccrevevees 
| SSERPMIDaan ose Gsseuenwies Sieebseesanecs cece eece cece sees Sette sdOceee cere ceceesdOreecsecccececessercoeces 
a en eek pilin ee Cee Oss seve cccecccccecscceere 
LS ESPERUD SES EPPS a bh nuGuekacnssbabkGunsesGnchoosseeresee teeeee Ov seecereeeceesAQecreeececsecveeeers sees 
| Joseph Genereux.....sseccececsccerccececcceccscecssees|ttetetdOecevesceeeeeredseeees cccccccceccccccoes 
Dope EDiceR Gbps abuse bebesb eines ssonberescaneersennensaes levecccDOscce cece ccceeeGOeree cece ss enie pewesieeenes 
oo SAUD ck appaie ence babooucwshesesSbubbonoesausseassss|oebsoeOsssedeser ccceeUOccccccccccccceceesttseee 


PTET SERIPBON yo wince vcsn cen bess pnnsnssbse sen neees ose 
Eustache Peltier .....ccccccccccccceccccccsccescccccccce 
UOT MPR an epscncec poss sees osensensne eens ease bonces 


John Dorlge......+.+- oocccccccccs cece cccccccccccesecece 





| Raphael Lesseur.......scesccceeevcccccccccccccecesess 


lssenee ee paube abs busheaba wns Sh SAS KB aNE eee ewbeeoeSt 


| Ant’y Hibernois alias Amable Yon ...... aneeeee seesne | 150 arpents, in Little Prairie....... seeeeeeeee cece 
.| Alot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie........++sseseees 


Hyacinth Gayon .......+.+ woe ccccccecccce ecccee coccces 


lecceee BOibs bhosbbdvsseabseebnsene asus ones enneenes ona 


PbaeESDASSSShebs Sopene bsbhbbubeed BdsSebapesneose see 





Pe eee Cocccccevcceccccce veces cccs coc ninen eseee'e 
| PS MENU ib pcpeses wbnnelonssosinsbbeeceneees oess 
bebe Osh shsnpeosbunh bebe bbod ee bbebee en waes cocccccecoe: 


| Etienne DOERR) cop ne noe ewheebes bass beasseps asxoeenss 
| John Baptiste Bellefeuille.........ccseccececeeeeees Pye Ts 


pbb ee Dob on behebaensevonn Senin’ pede enebbs wend ensbensese 
PONE CIEE Scbsiccehbsnakeosawessaesonnneehe oan sees 
| Nicholas Hebert........++ss00+ eovee cecccccccccccccsccee 
| Louis Lardoise........2.000¢ 0090006000000 000000000000 
A SNE s wannhboon ascend webee aban keesenweeekess 
| John BB. Chartier. ..0.ccvescecccece bbe benGebavasbe essere 
faners voces Subbes bee aeeb onesKbnbees ane neo eens oeeens 


PADI MEMES Sinn ween ween knesns onss eee eseesuen seems 


DEM TEs ATTEIOOR 6 00.00 00001000500 0005000600 000005000008 
euebe BOs suseebnnsenconebabsnabeebbecbescaeneessres shes 
John B. Langlois. ...........++ oben ss 0000 s0esbece coeee ° 
Charles Castonget....cccccccscccccccccccc ccccccccce cece 
JObR B. Bt. Mary.cccs cccccs c0ceccccccs cece cesccssceces 
AMBIOSS BETAPIN... «200000000 0000000000000 cc0cersseces 
SOND DMTOTNBN,, «500000 000:01010.0:0100000 0000000000 0eeees eee 
Peter Perron. 0.0000 cccccccccccccs coccvccccccccces Seseeee 
Louis Baby..........++. oeveece Sssebbbnaipniesees se oens ee 
SOMOS BM. 0. 00.000000:000000000000000000 00000080 000008 
WRB TR COUR . 0000 ccccsccesecesccccececces sccceene 


Sen -ocphbsbsshebbobs eas eeahossned ookoee es oos% 


9000 0sEOeccs ccc cccccccccccocecc cccces cece cece cceccccces 
Hunter & Couteley, jr., under Joseph La Plante......... 
PI EIN, cc sks sede cbernenese buss ossees exeeessess 
coccelOcecccccccccccccccccce occ cececvccvcccecooes 5 


Henry Peyroux, under Francis Hamelin....... oe0e sesees 


PERSP RESe Sokeauvnrns snes veesePrcee pe ona dane neenss« 





REP eetsSAPDSEP ONS Oeab bees eo seese bese cans oceeeees 


Francis R. Dupin........0ccccccccsccccccccccccces coves 


Joseph St. Mary, or legal representatives ....eseessee vere 


John B. PerrOM...ce cocccccsccccccccssccsscccceccvcecces|s 


| 


a A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid........++eeeeeeee 


Antoine Vachard......... PAadeee Ke Mint ecmeenadin A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid......ssseseeeeeee 
John B. Gobean...... ccc cece cecssccsscccccccccessecese| A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid.......+.seeeeees 


| Joseph SNL So cupwapkeaowsssesesene eecee suewewenan! A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid......sececcececes 
.| A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie..... sesseseseses 


peeks sUeD sesh nese bob acetlOsecb en ncenseessen s ee 


| A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid..........eeeeeeee 


| 


| SRC EEE Unnscn cen seeebe San onbon ben beneaceesass | 
| 


| A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid.... 2... seeseeeees 


| 


Richard J. Waters, under John Horner .......eseeeeeeee| L1O ALPENts....eeeereeeeccccenseevecveeecsceones 





DGD he owsibeseneiceeseesssosanearsasbss ones eeeel* 


SESE ID DEER bE SE RKGbebsb baenbwnaesanushaccenessbseausuealansees 


| 
le 
| 


Reinckie & Steinback, under John Dorige...............| 120 arpents, in Little Prairie ..........0eeseeeees 


Baptiste Peltier ........cssseccscvsccscsccescccceccccece| A l0t im Little Prairie. .....sssescessesssss cesses 
Samuel Masters . 20. ccccccccceccccccccsccccccccccccces| A lot in New Madrid.......cccccccccccccsccceces 


Louis St. Aubin. teen eeereeeeerereean cere ceeeeeeeceeees, A lot in Little Prairie. .. .ccccccscccccccecce cece 


caeGe Gs AchaBe oe waSSbnSE Nae aesn ones Sees eenens 


Henry Peyroux, under John S. Guerin..... 20. cececccece|cvccerdOs socscccccvcvcccssscccccvececcssvececens 
Henry Peyroux, under H. McD. Chesholm..... «+++ +seee+| 81 AFPENIS . ceeeceeecececececeercceececeveccones 


Louis Bt. AUDIN.......0.0- <0c0sccsc0sceseseves secsecsceces| Alotin Little Prairic. ....... ee eT ee 


SUL NSERENED SGED EE OE Ree w sehere se eebeseenekeessacien 


evusee BO ssasecse Sa ON cia bekib eer aeeeeceesee® 


Shuset roku p seh bb seb OO isuWssoe sss eres oneh oes 


ieee SD npasisauceuese SEObnnba seuss e6es.o005 oss 


Sassutl Obese decve cosa Divcssckscsseueseeness ones 


A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie.........+eeseeeee 


A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid.......eeeeceseee 
80 ATPENtS....ccccccccccccvccccccccsesveccececes 
cee edOrecccceeccceecdOscccccvccccccsessesscess 


sane BD 5 <- 4 asses Seed on spre eenes$45005% senses 


Pe ST Te er eee Te ee 
ssp EDS cies iceesd0 60s ElOs ven woes esse ese ncae wens 
sassniDs son nesccneee eADecccccee covccccccccsccs 
0000eMOoecec0ce eves cE Oscce ccce cccccecccccccces 


0000 shOocccccce cccccsdQccce cccsccccccvecccccece 
A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie.........e.+eeeees 
0000 chOoc0ccc 000e 000cKO cocece ccvcvccccevccecces 


A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid.......seeceeeeees 
180 feet square, in New Madrid .......eeeeeceeee 


A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie .........0.seeeee 
BT ey cocccces DO sccccovccccccesseccccecs 
eevee GO..00ccceccccccAOccceccccccccccccccccccce 
A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid........sseeseeeees 


150 ATPENty. cocececccccscccccesececccccscecccece 
DD BUMOTIE ss 65901005000 0000001000 150000 0se0%s ces 
A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid............ seen es 
200 ceFOcccecccesccceslOcvce cece seSeeben ee eeewes 


A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid.......e+sseseeee 
A lot, 1 arpent,in New Madrid......eeccceecsees 
A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid.......seeeeeeee- 
A lot, 2 arpents, in Little Prairie ......seeeeeeeee 
A lot, 1 arpent, in New Madrid...........+eeee0s 
A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie .,.....+0eeeeees 

900 MO o00c0 0000 600elOsccescesesesiceece eves 
GO ss.0060 0000080 sllOscccwsscdeveen eee eeeses 
cccesdOccccccccccccce O.cercccccccccccccccccces 


oxeesliOnvee ses sissenb silos eviense nekseeness ete ee 
9B ATPENtS . 000s covcccccvcccccsccccccsecccscccccs 
PEGE TeD cask Gees MSNA So se ensd hav N sesh aun aes sunben 
A lot in New Maditid . occcccccccccccccccccecccce 


100 aTPeENts ...000 cocrcccecccccece cocce secccecs 


A Dak tee ROW DERBI so onesie scsi 06.00:40000000 0000 
SOP BIPOOES ison 5.009. 6:0505 b0000s 400000608048s0n50% 





Not exceeding 160 acres. 
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LIST—Continued. 





No. of 
certificate. 





231 
234 
243 
245 
247 
248 


256 
263 
264 
270 
271 
"981 
282 
284 
285 
288 
291 
292 
295 
296 
297 
298 
304 
305 


8 8 8 


362 


366 
367 
368 
372 
374 
375 
376 
377 
385 
390 
391 
420 
426 
427 
434 
436 
437 
438 
440 
444 
449 
452 
459 
460 
468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
474 
476 
479 
480 
486 
490 
497 
498 
499 


507 
512 
513 
516 





Original claimants. 


Quantity surrendered. 


Quantity of location certificate. 





John B. Thibeaud.......... 
Ceril Ledue.... 
Widow La Course .....ccccccccccccscccsccsccccccs 


Joseph Payne.... csccsevers 
Joseph La Plante..........+. 
Luke Devore ......ccccccccccccsece 
Joseph Story...ece cecccccceeees 
Joseph Dorion.......ecccccseere 


Seer ee essere seseseseessese 


eeeseecece eeee 
Pee ee rere seseseseseoees 
eeeeeeeccese 


cccccedOcccccccccccccccc cece cccccccecceceecccccccece 
Eloy Dejarlais.......ccccccccccccce coccvccecccescccccee 
cecceedOsecccccccccccccccccccecesecccssesess secs cces coos 
Francis Langlois........+.+. 


Creve slOcccecccrccccecccccccocccccesetocee eee 
Baptiste Fournier .........++. 
Eustache Peltier ....... 
Azor Rees... 
John Hemphill’s representative ........ 
Robert McCoy......... 


Bitte BEMCICUINGiscciseccsscs cess s0csec cecccebecnsneecews 


Ce ee eeee seer dees eeseseseseeeeees 


Site Dueadéa ee UNSees depen sewaseissesdeeeesscente coches 


POT: VACHE 6 o5 5:05:056%5 cetene cece cece sees 


pasas ell shccneis tse eww eae siebaec sb esiocingee 6aseces cesses 


Mary P. Ledue 2... cccccccccccccccccccecccccccce 
Joseph Ledue..occccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccece 


Hibernois.... cece ccccccccccccccccccccsccs cece cccecccces 
£0.000cOOssccce cvcceccedccsecccccss cvcccccocces cols cccccs 
Joseph Vandenbenden . ....cccecececcccccccccescccesece 
John Lovel, under John Summers........eeeeceeevece ° 
Charles Gurlbault..... sccsccccceccccesccecs 
John B. Chartier .....ccccccccccccccccccccces 
Arthur Mellon .....csccccesseesees 
Joseph Muhel, under John Brown ......sceeseccescecers 
Arthur Mellon, under Jacob Myers......ccsseesscccccess 
Robert Masters ..... 
W. Germain alias George Germain....... 
Charles Guibeault........+. 


MEAG | UPPER REM AUTRE 


ee eeeeeceecees 


Jean MOntmenie, .......cccccccccecccececcess 
ac aria CULO ies iels:si6.wibio(6 0:6 0101916 wie e:0104'9:0'645.0)0.01466.4.6 Seeeee econ 


Charles Gurlbault .....ccccccccccccsees 


James Williams. ... occ. cccccccesecccccccccccccscecccecs 
TTT (PPT rrrrrrerrrerrrrr ere 
Charles Bonneau ....cccccceccccccccecsccccescceccccees 
Jean MOntmenie .....cccccccccccccccccecccecccsssceces 
Gabriel Hunot, jr... .cecccscesscccccscees 


Louis Corgnard .....ccceececcccccceccccccccccccvececces 


Francis Racine ...cccccccccccccccccvcccescccscccccscces 


Thomas Johnson. ....csseccccces: cscesccecces 


Michael Bontrom......cccccccccccccccccccccccces vocccel,, 


Hugh McD. Chesholm . ...s.eeesesseees 
Toussaint Godair ......cecccccccccccccecsccseces 
Lemuel Masters .....scccsecccceceeseces 
Alexander Frazer.....scccccsscccceveces 
Collett Carrom ....ccececsvesccccecs 


Poeeeeeresencees 


John Derlan . 000 cccccccccccccccccc cece ccccccccscones 
BP. St. Mary..ccccccsccccccccccccccccecevcccccessccccoses 
Nicholas St. Jean ......0++ 
Francis Langlois......sscocsccceccceccesecsscvcsccsess 
Nicholas Dapron.....seeececeeeseeses 
Francis St. Mary .... cecesscees 


Francis Pasquin.....cccccccccccccccccccesccsvcccccvccecs 


Andrew WiISON.....ccccccccccccecccccccecevcsseseccees 
Jas. Alcover, under Philip Ducomb........++eeseeeeecees 
George Unerous.....ccccceecccccccccescccscssecsscocess 
Peter Deroche .....scccccceccceccccccccssccvcssseescuce 
Andrew Drybread......ccecccesccccccccsscees 
Jacob Myers. ..cccsccccce cccccccccvcccccvcscecvcecececs 


PC ICE OEE POOLE 
Jacob Myers, under Francis Hudson.......sseeeeesecees 
John B. Barseloux ........- 


MOOI. COE SOLO OCE EER TOC ECT ee ee Le 


Francis Trenchard ......cccsccee. cess ccsccccccccccecces 


ee eeeeeeeeseese 


PPerL) COTTE COLLET ELE ER TLE. 


Manuel Violet, (by special order of the commissioner) ... 


elessccclOvecces 


c]eceeeedOcccccece 
-| A lot, 2 arpents, in Little Prairie ............+.. 


-| 75 arpents........ 


A lot in New Madrid 


Pema eee eeee sere sere esse eeeeeeese 


A lot, ] arpent, in Little Prairie... ......ceeeeeee 
120 arpents ........ 
A lot in New Madrid .. .........- 
A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid. ...... seers sees! 
cececchOccccccccccccesdQvccce | 
A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie. .... 
0ccecAOeeee 
A lot in Little Prairie......... 


Coe e ere ease eeeeseseseeseses 


eepseeacteceuesetvecscesesesene 


Ce eerereseseeesees 


0000 0cOOs cvcccecccccss cocccccccscccccoce 
A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie .... 
ce eeeeMOceceee 


ee ecseee 
we eeeseccesees 


Pe eeee ress eee sese 


100 arpents, in Little Prairie ...... .........- eoee 


MU OIPON Hosa Sacicitivcvecdvetecachie sbecsescoesocs 
RUIDNPCT EN aye cate ce caccccccbassecaescsvecncwes 


A lot, 1 arpent, in Little Prairie... 


BesecedOacmcnctecie snasOMsednceecuccdcecece cesses 
A lot in Little Prairie. ......scccccesccesccececes 
SseseUOnberetale Stee Geabtwecseenbatsaatecces 


A lot in New Madrid.......cecssceee seccscccess 


peers Ulsan caunteeces cucnsctieneveendevecasae hace 


A lot in Little Prairie. .......ccecccccecccscecess 


PhadcslMte chee ecewasenncsedeweessceees bedescsnue 


LIUIMIBOIMNM so cens bo o5 cvectiavesetansssecencsionesl 
170 arpents 2... .eeeeeeees 


eeees reer eseesesesess 


PPO BEDCNIGs oceans coes vcacesceccsceusstctecsenas 
A lot in New Madrid .......c.csceececcess eoccce 
PAU MCU Mae cvc cate teck consiee ce taceraccssacees 
170 arpents. .ccccccccecccccccccece 
160 arpents. ..c00eccceccrcsceccsccccccccs 
A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid. ...... 0.000000 
seeeedO.. 
A lot in Little Prairie. ...... 2... cececeeecssseees 


cccce o cccccedOcccc cece cece cccccccccecs 
0000ccdO coccccccccccccccccccccccec cece cece cccees 
00cc ce cccccce cocccceccccccecccccccces cece cece 
coccccdOcccccccccccccccccccscccnscccecce sees cece 
130 arpents .....0 esceccescess 
A lot, } arpent, in New Madrid.... 


ee eeeeeeesseeeseee 


oceeeAOcccecccccccceedcccccscccces coccscccvces 
SO AFPENtS.... ccccccccvccccccccccccccccccccccccs 
A lot in Little Prairie. .........seeseees 
A lot in New Madrid ...... 
A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid. .........00ee00- 
TS AYPENtS..cccccccccccccccccccccccccccessccccce 


A lot in New Madrid... ......ccccssccceccescccccs 


eeeeccees 


Ceerecceseeseesseseoe 


000s cocccccccccccccscccccsccccceccccccccocce 
75 ALPENtS 0. coccccccccccccccccccececccccccs cece 
A lot, 2 arpents, in New Madrid ........... 
A lot in New Madrid.......ceccccccscccccessce « 
A lot in Little Prairie .......cccecscesccceccccecs 


Gee ci lOrdinccenectccsecnsatnds cetcce caceceeaeees 
ccccc cd ccccccccccccccceccccesccccccccocccec cece 
A lot in New Madrid .......cccseccececcees 
00060 6D ecccccccccccvcscccccsc cesses 
cccccedOsccccccccccccccccccccccccces: cecsceccesce 
90 arpents . ...cscecceees 
A lot in New Madrid .......seeceeesers cocseees 


Corer ereseeseeseseseee 


000cc cD cacvcccccccccccccccccccces 
85 AFPENts .occe coccccccccccvcccvccccscccecccces 
4D AFPENtS. 200 ccccscccce vcccsccccesccccctocscoes 
90 urpents. .. 
A lot in New Madrid .......ccccccsecceecccecces 


Coo eeeee rere sere sere sesesessessere 


cas gratiGawene sesetsiessenbeascevednaes 6 
A lot of 2 arpents,.....cecsccccccseres 
A lot in Little Prairie. ........ceeceeeees aaseaaee 


Os ee 


oe ne tOOids cccddorcccrerccccesccc tesececcedeeceds 


Sb teVIED ceeS es 66 Ketv er eeteceesoerete cove eseeEses 


A lot in New Madrid......ccccscccccccccsccccces 








Not exceeding 160 acres. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Vide general report. 
Not exceeding 160 acres. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Vide general report. 
Not exceeding 160 acres. 


Vide general report. 

Not exceeding 160 acres. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Vide general report. 

Not exceeding 160 acres. 
Do. 
Do. 





Orrice oF Recorper or Lanp Tittes, St. Louis, September 10, 1822. 


FREDERICK BATES. 
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No. ll. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, August 8, 1823. 


Sm: Mr. Wash, of Missouri, lately presented several patent certificates’ issued by you under the 
provisions of the act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of the inhabitants of New Madrid. These 
certificates appear to have been issued under the first proviso of the first section of that act, which declares 
“that no person shall be permitted to locate a greater quantity of land under this act than the quantity 
confirmed to him, except the owners of lots of ground, or tracts of land of less quantity than 160 acres, 
who are hereby authorized to locate and obtain any quantity of land not exceeding 160 acres; nor shall 
any person be entitled to locate more than 640 acres.” I am of opinion that, under this provision of the 
law, no more than 160 acres of land can be patented to any original confirmee of a lot or tract of land of 
less quantity than 160 acres; and as the certificates presented by Mr. Wash embraced cases where more 
than that quantity had been located patents were of course refused. 

I understood from Mr. Wash that the ground on which these certificates had been issued by you was, 
that although the certificate was granted in the name of the original confirmee, (which appears also from 
your report, ) yet he had assigned his interest to a part of the lots previous to the injury sustained from 
the earthquake, and therefore as many certificates were issued as there were assignees. I also understand 
from him that although the confirmee of a larger tract of land than 160 acres might have divided it into 
tracts of less than that quantity, and assigned them as before stated, yet such a practical’construction 
was given to the law as to prevent the confirmee and his assigns from obtaining more in the whole than 
640 acres, or the quantity originally confirmed. This was a correct interpretation of the law, and there 
seems to be no reason why a different one should be given as to town lots. 

Some few patents have been issued on the certificates granted by you, on what is now considered an 
erroneous interpretation of the law, a list of which is forwarded; and, as I can readily conceive that in 
many cases the assignees might be more entitled to the relief intended to be given than the original 
confirmee, I have to request that you will report to this office the evidence of transfer in all cases where 
there has issued either location or patent certificates in the name of the confirmees of town lots for 
more than 160 acres of land. I ask this information with a view of having the cases submitted to Congress, 
should that course be deemed necessary. 

I also wish to know what construction you have given to the 3d section of the act before mentioned; 
it appears to me that the evident intention of that section was to limit the time of location to twelve 
months from the date of the location certificate, and that the ambiguity in this section arises principally 
from the omission of the word “location,” between the words “ which ” and “certificate,” in that section. 

As it is intended to bring into the market, as soon as practicable, all the relinquished and reserved 
lands, you will be so obliging as to inform me what course was pursued in relation to the New Madrid 
lands which were relinquished, and particularly as to the following points: 

First. Was there any particular form in the relinquishment ? 

Second. Was there any evidence required of the confirmee that no transfer had been made of the 
whole or any part of the land confirmed to him ? 

Third. If any transfer had been made, was a relinquishment required from the transferree ? 

Fourth. In cases of transfer, what evidence was required to show that the transfer had been made 
previous to the injury sustained from the earthquake ? 

Fifth. Was the surveyor general notified of the relinquishment in such a manner as to enable him to 
lay down the lands relinquished upon his maps ? ; 

Sixth. Have you any plats of the towns of New Madrid and Little Prairie, on which the lots 
relinquished in these towns, respectively, are laid down and designated as relinquished lands ? 


I am, with great respect, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Freperick Bates, Esq, Recorder of Land Titles, St. Louis, Missouri. 


Lists referred to. 


Joseph Dorion, certificate 41, for 200 arpents, patented; certificate 256, for a lot, patented; certificate 


255, for a lot, not patented. 
Joseph Payne, certificate 45, for 1 arpent patented; certificate 243, for 120 arpents, patented; certificate 


46, for 1 arpent, not patented. 





No. 12. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, August 8, 1823. 


Sir: I enclose you a copy of a letter addressed to Mr. Bates, the recorder, relative to the New Madrid 
claims, and the relinquishment of lands on which those claims were founded, with a request that you will 
furnish this office with such information as may be in your power relative to the fifth and sixth inquiries, 
as stated therein. 

We have a map in the office on which is laid down a number of private claims immediately adjoining 
the town of New Madrid; but the township plats not having been as yet returned, the names of the persons 
to whom these claims were originally granted do not appear. 

Can you furnish me with a connected plat of that part of the county of New Madrid, within which any 
private claim had been surveyed previous to February 17, 1815, having reference to the extent which the 
said county had on November 10, 1812, and designating the surveys by the names of the persons to whom 
they had been originally confirmed ? 

I will also thank you for information on the following points: 

First. Were the private claims or any part of them surveyed and connected with the township lines 
previous to February 17, 1815? 

Second. Have the whole or any part of the lands relinquished under the act for the relief of the 
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inhabitants of New Madrid been designated on your township maps as private claims, or have they in all 
instances been sectioned off as other public lands? 

Third. If any part of the relinquished lands are designated agreeably to surveys made prior to 
sectioning the adjacent lands, you will describe these surveys in such special manner as will enable us to 
proclaim them for sale. 

From an examination of Mr. Bates’ returns, under the act for the relief of the inhabitants of New 
Madrid, I find that there has been relinquished, in acres, 112,460; in arpents, 53,859; in lots, 71, in New 
Madrid; in lots, 49, in Little Prairie; in lots, 2, place not designated. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 

Gen. Wituram Rector, St. Louis, Missouri. 





No. 13. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, September 5, 1823. 


Sir: I received by the last mail your letter of the 8th ultimo, enclosing one of the same date to the 
recorder of land titles, relative to New Madrid claims, &c. In answer to the fifth and sixth inquiries, as 
stated therein, I have to inform you that I was not notified of the relinquishments in such manner as to 
enable me to lay down or designate on the maps in this office the lands so relinquished. I have not in my 
possession plats of the towns of New Madrid and Little Prairie, on which the lots relinquished in those 
towns, respectively, are laid down and designated as relinquished lands. None of the private claims were 
surveyed and connected with the township lines previous to February 17, 1815. None of the lands 
relinquished under the act for the relief of the inhabitants of New Madrid county have been designated 
on the township plats as private claims. They have, in all cases, (where the country has been surveyed, ) 
been laid off in sections, &c., as other publiclands. Plats and descriptions of all the townships and fractional 
townships embracing and near to New Madrid will be forwarded to the General Land Office in a short 
time. ‘These papers would before now have been transmitted, but that two of my clerks have been sick, 
and we have been much engaged in preparing the necessary papers for the different land offices in time 
for the public sales. Your letters of the 3lst July and of the 4th and 5th of August have been received, 
and shall be particularly attended to as soon as practicable. 

I am, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. RECTOR. 

Hon. Grorce Granam, Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 





No. 14. 
Extract from a letter of the recorder of land titles, dated 


Orrice oF THE Recorper or Lanp Tittes, St. Louis, September 25, 1823. 


Sir: I have been honored this day with your letter of the 8th ultimo, and I rejoice that I have been 
at this time called upon for an explanation of my conduct in the transaction of a business which has given 
rise to such a variety of unfounded conjecture. The statement shall be made with all the candor, brevity, 
and explicitness of which I am capable. 

We have plats of the villages of New Madrid and Little Prairie, made by Spanish authority previ- 
ously to the change of flag, on which plats are designated the several lots; in issuing certificates for which 
no one of these lots has ever suffered a subdivision. Mr. Wash was mistaken in supposing it. The same 
principle has been observed with respect to them which governed me in relation to tracts in the country 
exceeding 160 acres. There were as many original entire lots as there are certificates of location. If in 
any case these lots have been divided, either before or since the earthquakes, the transferrees have been 
considered as joint or common “legal representatives,” and entitled only to one relief, not exceeding 160 
acres for each original lot. I cannot sufficiently express my surprise at the misconception which has 
arisen on this subject. 

You require me to report to you the evidence of transfer in all the cases of excess beyond 160 acres 
in the name of the same confirmee, for the liberal purpose, as you are pleased to say, of having them 
submitted to Congress if it should be deemed necessary. I pray you to indulge me until next mail; for, 
although I have been engaged in making up the reports required by your former letters, I have not yet 
been able to complete them; and these latter are in no respect different in class, principle, and character, 
from those contained in the general statement, which had been commenced before the receipt of your last 
communication. 

You wish to know what construction I have placed on the 3d section. It was, I think, obviously my 
duty to transmit a report of the claims allowed, and of locations made, and to deliver to the “party” a 
certificate of ‘ circumstances,” with the addition that he was entitled to a patent, &c. In discharge of 
the first two requisitions, I hope and trust that the lists of location certificates and of patent certificates 
reported to the General Land Office will be, and have been, found satisfactory. In supposed fulfilment of 
the third duty which this section imposes, I have given to the “party” the certificate itself from which 
the abstract in the patent list had been taken. I never could comprehend why this certificate should be 
again returned to the recorder’s office. It was heretofore believed that the General Land Office had 
acquiesced in, although it may not have expressly sanctioned, this practical construction. The details of 
the law seem to me to be clouded with ambiguities, yet, as its general intendment is, perhaps, sufficiently 
apparent, I attempted a substantial attainment of ultimate objects, to the neglect, perhaps, of intermediate 
process, which appeared to me to be useless and even without a purpose. I confess, however, that I 
ought to have observed all the forms. 

It remains for me to answer your inquiries as to the course which has been pursued. in relation to 
the lands relinquished. 
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Ist. There was no particular form of relinquishment. A guarantee could not be expected, for in a 
legal construction the titles, however prospectively good, were yet in the government. I mean that 
patents had not yet issued, though every claim the subject of relief had been previously confirmed. A 
quit-claim has been accepted without the observance of any set form of words. Indeed, had I not been 
positively instructed, I never should have deemed a written relinquishment necessary, as, under the last 
proviso of the Ist section of the act, the damaged lands became vested in the United States on the accept- 
ance of the relief. 

2d. No evidence was required of the confirmee that he had not transferred either in whole or in part. 
If the office has committed an error, I regret it exceedingly; but that course did seem to me impracticable, 

3d. When a transfer was known to have been made, a relinquishment was required from the transferree, 

4th. It never did occur to me that it was material whether the original interest was transferred before 
or after the earthquakes, and no inquiry was ever thought of as to that fact. Where the deeds themselves 
were presented their dates will show; but the transferrees, for the most part, chose rather to file the 
county recorder’s certificate. 

5th. A statement of the relinquishments was supplied to the surveying department (perhaps not 
handed to General Rector himself) while the deputies were engaged in a survey of the New Madrid 
lands. Other relinquishments have since been made, which, indeed, I have not yet reported, as I did not 
know that any present use could be made of them. 

6th. We have, as I observed in a former part of this letter, plats of the towns of New Madrid and 
Little Prairie, but I have not designated thereon the several lots which became vested in the United 
States, as the very foundations of the latter were broken up by the earthquakes and have passed down 
the Mississippi. The greater part of the town of New Madrid has suffered a similar fate. I, therefore, 
could not but consider these lots as forever lost to the government, though the interior of the country is, 
I understand, regaining, from year to year, its former appearance and productiveness. 

I havé the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK BATES. 


Hon. Gro. Granam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 15. 


OrricE oF THE RecorpeR or Lanp Tirttes, St. Louis, October 1, 1823. 


Sir: I now forward the relinquishments made to the United States by the persons who obtained 
certificates of location under the act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of the inhabitants of New Madrid, 
who suffered by earthquakes, accompanied by a detailed abstract. As this office was not competent to 
decide finally as to derivative title, the names of those to whom the lands were confirmed have been 
retained through the whole business, with the addition of the words of the law “or legal representatives.” 
On the application of a purchaser the original deeds or certificates of their record in the county office of 
New Madrid were always required. It might have been premised that, as matter of course and of 
obvious necessity, the proof of material injury had, on the first application of the party for relief, been 
recorded in the minutes. As the reports now transmitted includes all the certificates of location either 
for damaged lands in the country or for lots in the towns, I have thought that you would not expect the 
particular evidence on issues for lots beyond one hundred and sixty acres, more especially as the certifi- 
cates of title, as well as the relinquishments for these, are so blended with the others as not to be suscepti- 
ble of separation. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK BATES. 


Hon. Georce GrRaAHam. 





No. 16. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, November 12, 1823. 


Sir: Your letters of the 25th of September and Ist of October, with the papers referred to therein, 
have been received, and I am much indebted to you for the information communicated relative to the 
New Madrid claims. The letters shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury immediately on his 
arrival. The daily expectation, for some time past, of his return has prevented an earlier acknowledg- 
ment of them. A 

I have had the relinquishments compared with the reports of the confirmed claims which are in this 
office, and find them to correspond. 

I confess that I have been much surprised to find that so large a quantity of land had been confirmed 
to settlers in the county of New Madrid, and that one hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty thousand 
acres of this land should have been materially injured by the earthquake. So far, however, as the 
government may sustain injury from the loose manner in which the law may have been drawn up, we can 
afford no remedy, but it is our duty to take care that the government incur no loss, nor sustain embarrass- 
ment from the manner in which the law shall be executed. The construction given by you, that the 
confirmee to several lots of land of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres was entitled to a 
certificate for one hundred and sixty acres for each of such lots is not considered here as a correct inter- 
pretation of the law, and patents will be withheld in all cases where more than one certificate issued to 
such confirmee. There is, perhaps, another class of cases where great embarrassment to the government 
may arise, and ultimately great loss to innocent individuals. I allude to that description of cases where 
the relinquishment may not be valid, either from fraud or from defective assignment. As I shall issue no 
patents except in the name of the original confirmee and his legal representatives, the government will 
sustain no loss in those cases; for if the relinquishment is invalid from either of the causes mentioned, 
the patent founded on such relinquishment is necessarily null and void, but the interests of innocent 
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individuals may be materially affected, and we should take every possible precaution to guard against 
the issuing of patents in these cases. Whether any such cases exist I have no means of ascertaining 
at present; and if they do, I shall not know the extent of them until the township plats designating the 
private claims are received at this office, and the land shall have been proclaimed for sale. With a view, 
however, to a more critical investigation, at this office, of the authority and powers on which the several 
relinquishments were made, I have to request that you will forward all the original papers in your 
possession on which relinquishments have been made, designating those cases, if any, where you have 
any suspicion, from any cause whatever, of irregularity in the relinquishment, together with any other 
information which you may have it in your power to communicate. To guard against loss by accident, or 
otherwise, it would be advisable to forward those papers by some private conveyance in which you can 
place entire confidence. 

I have requested Mr. Sloo to collect such information as it may be in his power relative to the persons 
claiming the relinquished lands on his route through that district of country, and to examine the land office 
in Arkansas. 

With sentiments of great respect, &c., 





- 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Freperick Bates, Esq., Recorder of Land Titles, St. Louis, Missourt. 





No. 17. 
Sr. Louis, November 22, 182%. 


Sir: In the examination of the land offices in Missouri and Arkansas I have noticed that a uniformity 
is not observed in marking the maps and township plats. Some adhere to the old mode, A P; some 
designate a sale by the letter E; and others by the letter S. I think it would be better to adopt the 
latter mode, with the addition of the number of the application on the township plat. The general map 
might be marked with the letter S only. I have also noticed a want of uniformity in the charge of com- 
missions by the receivers. Some charge commission on the amount of moneys received at the end of 
every quarter; others charge commission on moneys paid over. The former I should think the best mode, 
as the entries are not so numerous, consequently the probability of error lessened, and the accounts of 
the register and receiver would then be a check upon each other; and whether it is permitted or not, I 
am confident that the amount’is universally applied at the end of every quarter. I have also observed 
that there appears to be a general complaint on account of the delay in issuing patents. Such a length 
of time has elapsed since many persons have paid for their land that they begin to think that there is 
some mistake in the matter, and feel a great deal of anxiety on the subject. From information obtained 
in passing through Missouri and Arkansas I feel it my duty to observe to you that I think it would be 
advisable to have a tribunal established for the immediate and final adjustment of New Madrid claims. 
I will venture to say that the New Madrid law, as it is termed, has given rise to more fraud and more 
downright villany than any law ever passed by the Congress of the United States, and, if the claims are 
not immediately decided upon, will involve the citizens of Missouri in endless litigation and trouble in 
addition to the numerous frauds practised upon the government. In many instances, I am informed, 
fraudulent relinquishments have been made, and certificate obtained, by persons who had not the shadow 
of a claim to the land surrendered, and the tract thus surrendered has sometimes been covered by another 
Madrid certificate, while the real owner continued in quiet possession of his property, without the least 
idea of relinquishing it. Many persons have received certificates for large quantities of land, when I 
believe it was never contemplated by the law that any claimant should receive more than six hundred and 
forty acres. And to close the scene, a great many of the persons who really did relinquish have claimed 
and intend to claim the right of pre-emption on the tracts relinquished, This information I have from 
the register and receiver at Jackson, Missouri. I would beg leave to suggest to you the propriety of 
having an early decision on the old Spanish claims in Missouri and Arkansas. They cover a considerable 
extent of valuable country which must be withheld from market until government shall determine their 
fate. I think it important to the United States and to the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, 
as well as to the claimants themselves, that a speedy decision should be had. In their present situation 
they hold out an inducement for fraud and speculation, and give rise to a false hope, which it is wrong 
to encourage, and I am persuaded that it would be better for all parties to have an immediate decision, 
be that what it may, than to be kept longer in suspense. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
° THOMAS SLOO, Jr. 

Hon. Grorcr Grauam, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 





18TH Coneress. | No. 4380. [2p Sesston. 








LANDS FOR SCHOOLS IN OHIO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUAR¥~7, 1825. \\ whe, | BYE 
RESOLUTION AND MEMORIAL to Congress on the subject of school lands. 


Resolved, That the following memorial be submitted to the Congress of the United States during the 
present session or 80 soon as may be practicable: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the State of Ohio, in general assembly, respectfully represents: That, by the act 
of the Congress of the United States, passed the 30th day of April, in the year 1802, the following, among 
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other propositions, were offered to the convention to be assembled for the formation of a State government 
for the people of the eastern division of the territory northwest of the Ohio, including the State of Ohio— 
that is to say, that the section number sixteen in every township, and where such section had been sold 
other lands equivalent thereto should be granted to the inhabitants of such township for the use of schools, 

Secondly. That the six miles reservation, including the salt springs, commonly called the Scioto Salt 
Springs, the salt spring near the Muskingham river, and in the military tract, with the section of land 
which include the same, should be granted to the said State for the use of the people thereof: Provided, 
the said legislature should never sell nor lease the same for a longer period than ten years. 

That the foregoing propositions when acted upon and considered in convention of Ohio, and by an 
ordinance passed the 29th day of November, in the year 1802, the aforesaid propositions were accepted: 
Provided, That the following modifications should be made thereto—that is to say, that, in addition to the 
first propositions, securing the section number sixteen in every township, within certain tracts, to the 
inhabitants thereof for the use of schools, a like donation, equal to the one thirty-sixth part of the amount 
of the lands in the United States military tract, should be made for the support of schools within that 
tract; and also that the like provision should be made for the support of schools in the Virginia reserva- 
tion, so far as the unlocated land in that tract would supply the proportion after the warrants issued from 
said State should have been satisfied; and also that a donation of the same kind, or such provision as 
Congress should deem expedient, should be made to the inhabitants of the Connecticut reserve, and that, 
out of all the lands which might hereafter be purchased of the Indian tribes by the United States, and 
lying within the State of Ohio, the one thirty-sixth part should be given as aforesaid for the support 
of public schools, and that all lands, before mentioned, to be appropriated for the use of schools should be 
vested in the legislature of said State of Ohio in trust for said purpose. 

That a certain proportion of the lands lying within the State of Ohio had already been disposed of 
by the United States; and by patent, dated on the 13th day of September, in the year 1794, certain lands 
therein described were granted unto John Cleves Symmes, reserving to the United States, out of each 
township within the same, lot numbered sixteen for the use of schools, being one thirty-sixth part of the 
whole tract granted as aforesaid. 

That a certain tract had also been granted unto Manassah Cutler and others, under the name of the 
Ohio Company, in which lot number sixteen, being one thirty-sixth part, was also reserved for the use of 
schools, in addition to which are the appropriations for the Ohio and Miami Universities, but to which 
last appropriations to the Ohio and Miami University your memorialists have only adverted as not being 
intended to be embraced in the prayer of the memorial herewith submitted. 

That the ordinances of the convention of Ohio, of November, 1802, gave rise to the act of the Congress 
of the United States of the 3d day of March, in the year 1803, by which it was enacted more specifically— 

First. That. certain quarter townships in the tract commonly called the United States military tract, 
and in said act particularly described, amounting to the one thirty-sixth part of the estimated whole 
amount of lands within that tract. 

Second. That certain other quarter townships in the same United States military tract, and in said 
act particularly described, for the use of the tract of country commonly called the Connecticut reserve, 
were also, by said act, granted or reserved. 

Third. So much of that tract within this State, commonly called the Virginia military reservation, 
as would amount to one thirty-sixth part of the whole tract, was also granted, to be selected by the 
legislature of the State of Ohio out of the unlocated land in that tract, after the warrants issued from the 
State of Virginia should have been satisfied. 

Fourth. There was also granted and secured by the same act one thirty-sixth part of all the lands of 
the United States lying in the State of Ohio, to which the Indian title had not been extinguished, which 
might thereafter be purchased of the Indian tribes by the United States, which thirty-sixth part should 
consist of the sections number sixteen in every township; the specified and declared object ot the afore- 
said grants and reservations were for the use of common schools within the several districts of country 
therein specified, and were, as your memorialists conceive, granted upon full consideration arising from 
the increased value of the remaining lands belonging to the United States, and also from the relinquish- 
ment, on the part of the State of Ohio, of the right to tax the lands of the United States within the 
State of Ohio, until five years after the sale thereof, and that it was, by the aforesaid act, expressly 
declared that the several appropriations for schools, made therein, were in conformity with and in consider- 
ation of the conditions agreed on by the State of Ohio, by the ordinance of the convention of said State, 
bearing date the twenty-ninth day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and two, and 
herein before particularly referred to. 

That your memorialists conceive that it was the intengion of the parties to the compact aforesaid that 
one thirty-sixth part of all the lands within the State of Ohio should be granted to the people thereof for 
the use of common schools, and should be placed under the control of the legislature thereof; and that this 
construction is warranted by the spirit and even by the letter of the different acts of Congress of the 
United States, when considered in relation to the ordinance of the State of Ohio above referred to, and to 
which a direct reference is had by the aforesaid last recited act of the Congress of the United States. 

That when it was afterwards ascertained that the grant aforesaid, in relation to the tract of country 
commonly called the Virginia military reservation, would be rendered wholly inoperative in consequence, 
the limitation and condition thereunto annexed, by reason of the great and uncertain amount of* warrants 
which had been issued by the State of Virginia, together with the extended period for locating the same, 
the Congress of the United States, in pursuance of the stipulations of the compact aforesaid, by the act 
passed the second day of March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and seven, appropriated eighteen 
quarter townships and three sections, as are in said act described, for the use of schools in that tract of 
land in the State of Ohio commonly called Virginia military reservation, which were by the said act also 
vested in the legislature, in trust for the use aforesaid. 

That at the period when the act aforesaid, making an appropriation for‘the tract commonly called the 
Connecticut reserve, was passed, the Indian title had been extinguished to-that part only which lies east 
of the Cuyahoga river, and the appropriation was made only in relation to that part to which the Indian 
title had been extinguished, and consisted of a tract equal to one thirty-sixth part of the reserve to which 
the Indian title had been so extinguished; since which time the Indian title to that part of the reserve 
lying west of the Cuyahoga river has been extinguished by the United States for and on account of the 
State of Connecticut, who made the necessary appropriations for that purpose. 

That, as your memorialists conceive, it was in conformity with the spirit and intention of the compact 
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aforesaid, and formed a material item of the consideration which induced the State of Ohio to make the 
concession they did make under that compact, that they should receive, in return, lands equal to one 
thirty-sixth part of all the lands within the State of Ohio to be appropriated for the use of common schools 
within said State. 

The legislature of the State of Ohio, construing the terms and spirit of the compact in the manner 
above set forth, do not hesitate to represent to the United States that when the Indian title was extin- 
guished to the tract of country lying in the Connecticut reserve west of the Cuyahoga, the terms aforesaid 
required of the United States that a law should be passed appropriating from their unlocated lands within 
the State of Ohio a tract equal to one thirty-sixth part of the Connecticut reserve lying west of the Cuyahoga 
river; and that they, relying on the justice and good faith of the government of the United States, confi- 
dently anticipated the passage of such an act in aid of the exertions of the State of Ohio in establishing 
a system of common free schools throughout the State. 

That in relation to the lands already appropriated, as above described, the legislature of the State of 
Ohio, in pursuance of the trust aforesaid, and in aid of the great and important object contemplated, have 
resorted to various methods of rendering them productive, and in particular that of leasing them to such 
individuals as have applied therefor; that experience, however, has fully demonstrated that this fund will 
be wholly unavailing in their hands in its present shape. That in order that the beneficial and laudable 
objects contemplated by the grants aforesaid: may be secured to the people of the State of Ohio, it will, 
as your memorialists conceive, be necessary that the legislature should possess the unlimited control over 
the lands aforesaid, with the power of disposing of them in fee. 

The objections which are urged against the present mode of administering that fund are, in the first 
place, that, by reason of the facilities which the State of Ohio affords of acquiring a property in real estate, 
a necessity exists of leasing the lands in question to persons almost wholly destitute of pecuniary means, 
whereby the avails of those lands are rendered at least uncertain. In consequence, also, that as these 
lands are detached over the whole State of Ohio, the expense which must necessarily be incurred by 
creating a superintendence over them renders them much less productive than your memorialists conceive 
they might be rendered if the lands were sold and the proceeds concentrated in one fund. 

The fact, also, before adverted to, that these lands must necessarily be intrusted to the possession of 
those of the lowest class of the community, and who possess no permanent interest in the soil, has produced 
a waste upon these lands of their timber and otherwise equal, perhaps, to the whole revenue which may 
have been derived from them. The fact also, that, by holding them under the present tenure, your memo- 
rialists are compelled to offer upon lease so great a proportion of their soil as will invite and retain a 
population within her boundaries of a character not to be desired, and in amount so great as to create an 
evil which can only be conceived of in a country where every individual possessing a very moderate 
portion of industry and economy may, within a single year, appropriate to himself, in fee, a quantity of 
land sufficient to furnish means of support for an ordinary family, is also a circumstance which your 
memorialists conceive is not undeserving of consideration. 

While the State of Ohio, in common with her sister States, shall have her ordinary proportion of idle 
and unprofitable members, this great proportion of land which must be held by lease must, of necessity, 
produce a corresponding feature in her population, although many industrious and valuable citizens may 
be found among the lessees of school lands; yet it must be admitted that the great body of those who 
constitute the strength and basis of every government, and who are to be considered as the friends of 
good order and public improvement, are among those who are the owners as well as occupiers of the soil. 
These evils, as your memorialists conceive, arise wholly from the system of granting these lands upon 
leases, and are such as cannot be remedied by any course of legislation whatever, if, as some have sup- 
posed, the State has not the power under the term of the original grant of disposing of these lands in 
fee. Notwithstanding your memorialists may be of the opinion that they already possess this right, yet 
so long as the question shall admit of any doubt it must of necessity have the effect to restrain its exercise. 
It is true, that if the forms of proceedings established by States as the rules of action for its members 
shall or can be brought to operate upon the States themselves, this question might perhaps be rendered 
still more uncertain; but your memorialists conceive that the grants aforesaid, being made to the people 
of the State of Ohio through the medium of the legislature for the use of the people, that no limitations 
can have any operation further than as it shall furnish an argument against diverting this fund from its 
original and legitimate object. The legislature of the State of Ohio being in all respects sovereign within 
the constitution, their capacity to do any and every act in relation to property which its citizens hold in 
common, is, as they conceive, necessarily implied; nor can they acknowledge that any rule, other than the 
constitution, can operate with any obligatory effect upon the power which has created the rule itself, 
except upon considerations of justice and policy towards those who may be affected by their acts. It 
may, it is true, be said that these grauts partake of the nature of a compact between the United States 
and the State of Ohio, and that therefore they are to be limited to their particular terms in relation to 
the State of Ohio. It is admitted that the grant exists in consequence of a compact; but inasmuch as the 
United States have received a full and valuable consideration which formed the inducement of the grant, 
and inasmuch as they have not reserved to themselves any beneficial interest in the land aforesaid or 
possibility of reversion, or any title whatever, it cannot be supposed that they can possess any controlling 
power; it may be urged also that, inasmuch as there has been no method pointed out in respect of the 
manner in which this trust should be executed, the legislature of the State of Ohio have an unlimited 
discretion in this respect, and may avail themselves of every possible method of producing the greatest 
advantage to those whom they represent. This argument, they conceive, is powerfully supported by the 

fact that the same act grants to the State, as well the school lands in question as the six miles reserva- 
tion, including the Scioto salt springs; in respect of which latter the legislature are expressly restrained 
from selling the same or leasing them for a longer period than ten years, and that the inference from this 
circumstance is direct, that it was the intention of the parties to that compact that no such restraint should 
exist in relation to the other lands which did not come within this provision. While your memorialists 
have been thus particular in endeavoring to give the proper definition of the powers they possess, in 
order that no conclusions may hereafter be drawn unfavorable to their claim from having made this appli- 
cation, and have thereby perhaps shown that in a particular point of view this application is wholly 
unnecessary, they are of opinion that an act of Congress of the United States declaratory of the extent of 
the grants aforesaid will be productive of much benefit, in case the legislature of the State should here- 
. after determine to dispose of the same; that it will have the full effect of removing every doubt in the 
minds of the purchasers, and thereby enhance the price which will be obtained for the same. 
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Therefore, your memorialists represent that it would be of advantage, and conduce to the future pros- 
perity of the State of Ohio, that a law of the United States be passed declaring the authority of the State 
of Ohio to dispose of the said lands granted for the use of schools within said State in fee, and that the 
proceeds thereof be invested in some permanent fund, the proceeds of which shall be applied, under the 
directions of the legislature, for the use of common schools within the townships or districts to which they 
were originally granted in said State, and for no other use or purpose whatever: provided that the 
sections numbered sixteen, granted as aforesaid for the use of schools, shall not be sold without the 
consent of the inhabitants of such original surveyed township, and that they may be authorized and 
empowered to sell and dispose of the aforesaid six miles reservation, including the Scioto salt springs, 
the salt springs near Muskingum river and in the military tract, with the sections of land which include 
the same, and apply the proceeds thereof to such literary purposes as the legislature of the State of Ohio 
may hereafter direct. ; 

Resolved, further, That the governor be requested to forward the foregoing memorial to the govern- 


ment of the United States, and take such order and disposition of the funds as shall seem to him proper. 
JOSEPH RICHARDSON, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ALLEN TRIMBLE, 

Fesruary 26, 1824. Speaker of the Senate. 


Secretary oF Srate’s Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, February 27, 1824. 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining in this office. 
JER. M’LENE, Secretary of State. 
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CLAIM OF THE BARON DE MAISON ROUGE TO LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 








COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 7, 1825. 


Mr. Brent, from the select committee to whom was referred the consideration of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury relative to the claim of the representatives of the Marquis de Maison Rouge to a large 
tract of land situated in the parishes of Ouachita and Catahoula, in Louisiana, by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States of December 23, 1824, reported: 


That, on March 17, 1795, the governor of Louisiana entered into a contract with the Marquis de 
Maison Rouge, of which the following is a copy: 

We, Francis Lewis Hector, Baron de Carondelet, knight of Malta, brigadier general of the royal 
armies of his Catholic Majesty, military and civil governor of the provinces of Louisiana and West Florida; 
Don Francis Rendon, intendant of the army and deputy superintendent of the royal domains in the said 
provinces; Don Joseph de Orne, knight of the royal and distinguished order of Charles the Third, prin- 
cipal accountant for the royal chests of the army, exercising the functions of fiscal of the royal domains, 
declare, that we agree and contract with the Sefor Marquis de Maison Rouge, an emigrant French knight, 
who has arrived in this capital from the United States, to propose to us to bring into these provinces 
thirty families who also are emigrants, and who are to descend the Ohio for the purpose of forming an 
establishment with them on the lands bordering upon the Washita, designed principally for the culture of 
wheat, and the erection of mills for manufacturing flour, under the following conditions: 

Ist. We offer, in the name of his Catholic Majesty, whom God preserve, to pay out of the royal 
treasury two hundred dollars to every family composed of two white persons fit for agriculture or for the 
arts useful and necessary to this establishment, as house or ship carpenters, blacksmiths, and locksmiths; 
and four hundred to those having four laborers; and, in the same way, one hundred to those having no 
more than one useful laborer or artificer, as before described, with his family. 

2d. At the same time we promise, under the auspices of our sovereign monarch, to assist them forward 
from New Madrid to Washita with a skilful guide, and the provisions necessary for them, till their arrival 
at the place of destination. 

3d. The expenses of transportation of their baggage and implements of labor, which shall come by 
sea to this capital, shall be paid on account of the royal domains, and they shall be taken on the same 
account from this place to the Washita, provided that the weight shall not exceed three thousand pounds 
for each family. 

4th. There shall be granted to every family containing two white persons fit for agriculture ten arpents 
of land extending back forty arpents, and increasing in the same proportion to those which shall contain a 
greater number of white cultivators. 

5th. Lastly, it shall be permitted to the families to bring, or to cause to come with them, European 
servants, who shall bind themselves to their service for six or more years, under the express condition that, 
if they have families, they shall have a right, after their term of service is expired, to receive a grant of land 
proportioned, in the same manner, to their numbers. Thus we promise, as we have here stated; and 
that it may come fo the knowledge of those families which propose to transport themselves thither, we sign 
the present contract with the aforesaid Sefior Marquis de Maison Rouge, to whom, that it may be made 


plain, a certified copy shall be furnished. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
FRANCIS RENDON. 
JOSEPH DE ORNE. 
THE MARQUIS DE MAISON ROUGE. 


New Orteans, March 17, 1795. 
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On the 14th July, in the same year, this contract was approved by the King of Spain. 

Having laid before the King what you have made known in your letter of the 25th of April last, No. 
44, relative to the contract entered into with the Marquis of Maison Rouge for the establishment, on the 
Washita, of the thirty families of farmers destined to cultivate wheat for the supply of these provinces, 
his Majesty, considering the advantages which it promises compared with the preceding, has been pleased 
to approve it in all its parts. By his royal! direction I communicate it to you for your information. God 


preserve you many years. 
GARDOQUL. 
Maprip, July 14, 1795. 


To the Intendant of Louisiana : 
On June 14, 1797, Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, certifies to have measured thirty superficial 
leagues for the said Marquis de Maison Rouge, as ordered by the governor general. 


No 1. 
[Translation. } 


Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, &c., certifies to have measured, in favor of Marquis of Maison . 
Rouge, the several tracts of land represented in those parts of the plat shaded with vermilion, which 
may contain thirty superficial leagues, to wit: The tract No. 1, on the right bank of the Washita river, to 
be taken five arpents below the mouth of the Bayou de la Cheniere au Toudre, and thence descending to 
the Bayou Calumet, with a corresponding depth, to complete one hundred and forty thousand superficial 
arpents; the tract marked No, 2, on the left bank of the same river, commencing two leagues below Fort 
Miro and at the point called [’aine, and extending one league below the Prairie de Lee, with a corre- 
sponding depth, to complete seventy thousand superficial arpents; the tract marked No. 3, to be taken in 
front of the Bayou Loutre, and thence on a line S. 75° E. to the Bayou de Liar, which line to the Bayou de 
Liar, the Bayou Bartholemy, and the river Washita, are to include the tract No. 3; tract No. 4, on the right 
bank of Washita river, to be taken in front of the entry of Bayou Bartholemy, thence descending the river 
to Bayou la Loutre, with such depth as that the tracts Nos. 3 and 4 shall include the quantity of eight 
thousand three hundred and forty-four superficial arpents, which, added to the first two tracts, makes a 
total superfice of two hundred and eight thousand three hundred and forty-four superficial arpents, equal 
to the above said thirty leagues, at the rate of two thousand five hundred toises for the side of a league, 
the land measure in this province. Being well understood that the land which may be included in the 
above, either by title in form or first degrees of concession, are not to be counted in computing the pre- 
ceding thirty leagues; on the contrary, the Marquis de Maison Rouge promises to be of no detriment to 
the settlers occupying previously any part of the land, but will maintain and support them in their rights, 
in consideration that, if the said thirty leagues shall suffer any diminution on account of previous occu- 
pants, the Marquis de Maison Rouge has the right, and there will be no objection to his supplying the 
deficiency in any other part where the land is vacant. And, that it may so appear, I give this by order 


of the governor general, Baron de Carondelet. All which I certify. 
CARLOS TRUDEAU, &c. 


New Orteans, June 14, 1797. 


Lanp Orrice, Opelousas, August 15, 1812. 


The foregoing is the substance of the proces verbal (certificate) of the surveyor general subjoined to 
the plat, (of which that on the other side is a copy,) filed in the claim of Louis Bouligny, holding under 


Maison Rouge. 
L. CHACHIRE, Translator to the Board of Commissioners. 


Attest: L. Posty, Clerk of the Board. 


I certify that the above and the preceding page is a true copy from the report of the land commissioners 
of the western district of Orleans, dated December 14, 1812; and that the plat attached hereto-is a copy 
of the plat attached to the said report. The original papers, copied in pages 67, 68, and 69, of the book 


entitled Land Laws, are not in this office. 
. JOSIAH MEIGS. 
GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 12, 1820. 


On June 20, 1797, six days after the survey is stated to have been made, the governor general made 


the following order: 
New Orteans, June 12, 1797. 


The Baron de Carondelet, knight of the order of St. John, marshal de camp of the royal armies, governor 
general, vice patron of the provinces of Louisiana and West Florida, inspector of troops, &c.: 

Forasmuch as the Marquis de Maison Rouge is near completing the establishment of the Washita, 
which he was authorized to make for thirty families by the royal order of July 14, 1795, and desirous to 
remove, for the future, all doubts respecting other families or new colonists who may come to establish 
themselves, we destine and appropriate, conclusively, for the establishment of the aforesaid Marquis de 
Maison Rouge, by virtue of the powers granted to us by the King, the thirty superficial leagues marked 
in the plan annexed to the head of this instrument, with the limits and boundaries designated, with our 
approbation, by the surveyor general, Don Charles Laveau Trudeau, under the terms and conditions stipu- 
lated and contracted for by the said Marquis de Maison Rouge; and, that it may at all times stand good, 
we give the present, signed with our hand, sealed with our seal at arms, and countersigned by the under- 
written honorary commissary of war and secretary of his Majesty for this commandancy general. 

THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
Awnpres Lopes ArmIsTo. 


, On August 5, 1803, Don Gilbert Leonard and Don Manuel Gonzales Armirez, Spanish officers, certified 
that the condition of the contract had been complied with. 
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No. 2. 


Don Gilbert Leonard, treasurer of the army, exercising the functions of the royal accountant, and Don 
Manuel Gonzales Armirez, exercising those of the treasurer, par interim, of the royal chests of this 
province of Louisiana: 

We certify that the two foregoing copies are conformable to the originals which remain in the archives 
of the ministry of the royal domains under our charge, and that the contractor, the Marquis de Maison 
Rouge, complied punctually with the terms which he proposed in the said contract; and that this may be 
made manifest, conformably to the order above inserted of this intendancy general, we give the present, 


in New Orleans, August 5, 1803. 
GILBERT LEONARD. 
MANUEL ARMIREZ. 


Upon this evidence the land commissioners, acting under the act of Congress of March 3, 1807, by 
their report, placed this claim amongst a class of cases recommended for confirmation. 


No. 3. 


Claims to land in the county of Washita. 



































Reported | Register’s By whom claimed. Original proprietor or Quantity claimed. Nature and date of title or claim. Class. 
number. number. claimant. 
16 | 11 Louis Bouligny ........ Marquis de M. Rouge...| 30 square leagues....... | Spanish grant, June 20, 1797........ B. 
No. 16. 


The undersigned commissioners have compared the documents, title filed in this claim, with the trans- 
lation of them in pages 67, 68, and 69, of the appendix to the book entitled “Land Laws,” &c., and find 
the said translation to be correct, so far as it goes. The certificate, or proces verbal, which the surveyor 
general has annexed to his plat, not appearing in said book, a translation of that document, together with 
a copy of the plat, is transmitted for the further elucidation of the claim. No oral or other testimony has 
been adduced before the board to establish the occupancy of any part of these lands, or that there has 
been a compliance upon the part of the grantee with the conditions stipulated in the contract, except the 
certificate under date of August 5, 1803, signed by Gilbert Leonard and Manuel Armirez, to the transla- 
tion of which, in page 69 of the appendix of said book, the commissioners beg leave to refer. 

The undersigned have observed a remark, in the 25th page of the introductory part of the book 
entitled “ Land Laws,” that no patent has issued on the claim under consideration. With great deference 
for that authority, the undersigned commissioners cannot but be of opinion that the instrument under 
date of June 20, 1797, is a patent (or what was usually in Louisiana denominated a title in form) trans- 
ferring to the Marquis de Maison Rouge the title in as full and ample a manner as lands were usually 
granted by the Spanish government, subject, however, to the conditions stipulated in his contract with 
the government. The plat of survey above referred to will be found subjoined to this report. 

All claims which did not exceed a league square were confirmed by act of Congress of April 29, 1816; 
and this, being for a greater number of acres than are contained in a league square, was excluded from 
confirmation by said act, and is now presented for confirmation or rejection by Congress. 

The confirmation of this claim is resisted by the government of the United States upon several 
grounds, amongst which are the following: 

First. That the documents relied upon to establish the claim of the representatives of the Marquis de 
Maison Rouge to the thirty superficial leagues claimed show that no contract or grant has ever been made 
to the Marquis de Maison Rouge in his own individual right, and that it was only a contract with him, as 
agent of the persons he was to bring with him, by which the Spanish government bound itself to grant to 
each person, according to the conditions of the contract, a certain number of acres of land; and that De 
Maison Rouge did not acquire, by said contract, a right to dispose of said land by sale, deed, or last. will 
and testament, or in any other way. 

Secondly. That the conditions of said contract were never fulfilled by the said Marquis de Maison 
Rouge. 
Thirdly. That the said land never was surveyed, as certified, under the Spanish government; and if 
it were, that it was not done with a view to vest the Marquis de Maison Rouge with any right individually, 
but for the sole purpose of designating a certain number of acres of land upon which the new settlers might 
establish themselves as they came in, and out of which the promised grants of 400 arpents each was to be 
made to each family containing two white persons, according to the fourth condition in said contract; and 
that said families not having settled the land as agreed, it remains as public land. 

Fourthly. That the said land never was intended, nor never was located, as pretended by the repre- 
sentatives of De Maison Rouge, but was at a different place. 

In support of these objections, and of others, to the confirmation of this claim, a reference has been 
made to the documents aforesaid, and to the depositions of sundry old inhabitants of Louisiana, and of 
Spanish officers, which were taken by proper authority, after due notice given, and which testimony is 
marked W, and accompanies this report; also, to the certificate of Carlos Trudeau, translated by L. 


Derbigny on April 17, 1804. 


[Translation.] 


I, Don Carlos Trudeau, surveyor royal and particular of the province of Louisiana, &c., do certify 
that the present draught contains 144 superficial leagues, each league forming a square, the sides of 
which are in length 2,500 toises, (a toise is six French feet long,) measure of the city of Paris, according 
to the custom and practice of this colony, the said land being situated in the post of Ouachita, about 80 
leagues above the mouth of that river, falling into Red river, adjoining on the part of the S. W. to the 
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eastern shore of the river and Bayou Ouachita, Bartholemy, and Sicard, conformable to the red line which 
borders the said river and bayous; bounded on the south part by a line drawn from the south 75° east, 
about three leagues and one mile long: beginning from the shore C, of the Bayou Sicard, and continuing 
as far as the height of the junction A of the said Bayou Sicard with the Bayou Bartholemy, the said point A 
being as a basis on the line of measurement A B of 12 leagues in length, parallel with the plane of Bayou 
Bartholemy, from the point A to the end of the said 12 leagues which terminates at point B, where is the 
mouth of the rivulet named Bayou Turniro; the lines D E and F G are parallel lines directed north 52° 
east, without minding the variation of the compass which varies 8° to the northeast. In testimony, I 
deliver the present certificate, with the draught hereto affixed, for the use of the Baron de Bastrop, on the 
14th day of June, 1797; I, the surveyor, having signed the same, and recorded in the book A, No. 1, folio 
38, department No. 922 of the surveys. I do certify the present copies to be conformable to the original 
which are lodged in the office under my care, to which I refer, and, at the request of a party, I deliver 


the present, same date as above. 
CARLOS TRUDEAU, Surveyor. 


















































I certify the above to be a true and faithful translation of the original certificate of survey, written in 
the Spanish language, and to which is prefixed the plat of the land therein mentioned. 
L. DERBIGNY, Inierpreter to the Government. 
New Orteans, April 17, 1804. 


From a careful examination of the foregoing documents and testimony, the committee are of the 
opinion that the decision in the present claim depends entirely upon a question of law as to the title, and 
upon the examination of witnesses as to several important points to be ascertained; and that an investi- 

gation of the claim by Congress would not only be attended with great delay, but with so many difficulties 
| that justice, as well to the parties interested as to the government of the United States, requires a refer- 
| ence of the decision of this claim to the United States court for the western district of Louisiana, with an 
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States; and for that purpose report a bill. 
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CLAIM OF THE BARON DE BASTROP TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 11, 1825. 


Mr. Brent, from the select committee to whom was valiant December 16, 1824, the petitions of the 
inhabitants of Ouachita, in the State of Louisiana, and the owners of the land called “Bastrop’s grant,” 
in said county of Ouachita, having had the same under consideration, together with the accompany- 
ing documents, reported: 


That, from the documents furnished, and from the title papers as published in the land laws of the 
United States, (of the authenticity of which they are unable to form any opinion,) it appears a petition 
was addressed to the governor general of Louisiana by De Bastrop June 20, 1795, of which the following 
is a copy: 


New Orteans, June 20, 1795. 


The Baron de Bastrop, desirous of encouraging the population and cultivation of the Ouachita and its 
neighborhood, of passing into the United States to complete the plan of emigration which he has pro- 
jected, and from thence to return with his family, makes known to your lordship that it is absolutely 
indispensable on the part of the government that a district be designated of about twelve leagues square, 
including the Bayou Liar and its vicinity, in which your petitioner may, without the least obstacle or 
delay, place the families he is about to bring in, on the express condition that concessions of land are to 
be made gratis; and under no title or pretext to exceed, at most, four hundred arpents square, with a view 
to prevent the introduction of negroes, and the making of indigo, which, in that district, will be entirely 
contrary and prejudicial to the cultivation of wheat, and will cause your petitioner irrecoverably to lose 
the expenses of his establishment. Your petitioner prays, also, that you will be pleased to grant him 
permission to export for the Havana the flour which may be manufactured at the mills on the Ouachita, 
without confining him to sell it absolutely in New Orleans and other posts in this province, unless it 
should be necessary for their subsistence, in which case they ought always to have the preference. It is 
also indispensable that the government should charge itself with the conducting and support of the 
families which the petitioner may introduce from the post of New Madrid to Ouachita, by furnishing 
them with some provisions for the subsistence of the first months, and assisting them to commence the 
sowing of their seeds, granting to those inhabitants who are not Catholics the same liberty of conscience 
as is enjoyed by those of Baton Rouge, Natchez, and other districts of the province, and without fixing on 
the part of the government, conclusively, the number of families which ; “ur petitioner is to introduce. 
The zeal which I feel for the prosperity and encouragement of the province, joined to a desire of securing 
tranquillity and quietude to that establishment by removing at once whatever obstacles might be opposed 
to those interesting objects, have induced me to represent to you what J have done, hoping that you will 
recognize in these dispositions the best service of the King and advancement of the province confided to 


your authority. 
‘ DE BASTROP. 








The Governor GENERAL. 
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Upon June 21, 1795, an order was given upon said petition, of which the following is a copy: 
New Orteans, June 21, 1795. 


Seeing the advantages which will result from the establishment projected by Baron Bastrop, the 
commandant of Ouachita, Don John Filhiol, will designate twelve leagues square, half on the side of the 
Bayou of Liar, and half on the side opposite the Ouachita, for the purpose of placing there the families 
which the said baron may direct, it being understood that no greater concession of land is to.be given to 
any one than four hundred square arpents at most, gratis and free from all dues. With regard to the 
object of this establishment, it is to be for the cultivation of wheat alone. The exportation of the product 
of this province being free, the petitioner need not doubt that it will be allowed to him, for the flour which 
he may manufacture at the mills of the Ouachita, to the Havana, and other places open to the free com- 
merce of this province. The government will charge itself with the conducting of the families from New 
Madrid to Ouachita, and will give them such provisions as may appear sufficient for their support during 
six months, and proportionably for their seeds. They shall not be molested in matters of religion, but the 
apostolical Roman Catholic worship shall alone be publicly permitted. The petitioner shall be allowed to 
bring in as many as five hundred families: Provided, That, after the lapse of three years, if the major part 
of the establishment shall not have been made good, the twelve leagues square destined for those whom 
the petitioner may place there shall be occupied by the families which may first present themselves for 


that purpose. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
Registered: Anpres Lopes Aristo. 


Upon June 20, 1796, a decree was given by the same governor general, as follows: 


The Baron de Carondelet, chevalier of the religion of St. John, marshal de camp of the royal armies, 
governor general, vice patron of the provinces of Louisiana, West Florida, and inspector of the 


troops, &c.: 


Whereas Baron Bastrop, in pursuance of his petition dated the 20th of June of the year last past, and 
the decree of the 21st of the same month, has commenced the es‘ablishment of the Ouachita; that, for the 
fulfilment of the stipulation on the part of the government for avoiding, progressively, all obstacles, 
difficulties, and delays, and that the said baron might proceed with every facility in fixing the families 
which, to the number of five hundred, he was held to place, or cause to be placed there, we have proceeded 
to designate the twelve leagues intended for the said establishment, in the terms, with the limits, metes, 
and bounds, and in place marked, fixed, and defined, by the figured plan and description affixed to the 
head of this instrument, verified by the surveyor general, Don Charles Laveau Trudeau; it having now 
appeared to us to be also most expedient for avoiding all contest and dispute, and approving, as we do 
approve them, by virtue of the authority which the King has granted to us, we do destine and appropriate, 
in his royal name, the aforesaid twelve leagues, in order that the said Baron Bastrop may establish them in 
the manner and under the conditions expressed in said petition and decree. We give the present, signed 
with our hand, sealed with the seal of our arms, and countersigned by the underwritten honorary com- 
missary of war and secretary of his Majesty for this commandancy general. 

THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 


Awnpres Lopes ARMISTO. 


Upon June 12, 1797, De Bastrop presented another petition to the governor general in the following 
words: 


New Orteans, June 12, 1797. 


Baron de Bastrop has the honor to make known to you that, it being his intention to establish in the 
Ouachita, it is expedient that you should grant to him a corresponding permission to erect there one or more 
mills, as the population may require; as also to shut up the Bayou de Liar, where he proposes to establish 
the said mills, with a dike in the place most convenient for his work; and, as it appears necessary to 
prevent disputes in the progress of the affair, he begs, also, the grant, along the Bayou Bartholemy from its 
source to its mouth, of six toises on each bank, to construct upon them the mills and works which he may 
find necessary, and prohibiting every person from making upon said bayou any bridge, in order that its 
navigation may never be interrupted, as it ought, at all times, to remain free and unobstructed. This 
request, sir, will not appear exorbitant when you are pleased to observe that your petitioner, who will 
expend in these works twenty thousand dollars or more, will be exposed, without these grants, to lose all 
the fruits of his labor by the caprice or jealousy of any individual who, being established on this bayou, 
may cut off the water or obstruct the navigation; not to mention the loss which the province will sustain 
of the immense advantages to result from the useful project proposed for the encouragement of the 


agriculture and population of those parts. 
DE BASTROP. 


The Governor GENERAL. 
And upon the same day the governor general gave the grant, a copy of which follows: 
New Orveans, June 12, 1797 


Considering the advantages to the population on the Ouachita, and the province in general, to result 
from the encouragement of the cultivation of wheat and the construction of flour mills, which the petitioner 
proposes to make at his own expense, I grant him, in the name of his Majesty, and by virtue of the 
authorities which he has conferred upon me, liberty to shut the Bayou de Liar, on which he is about to 
establish his mills, with a dike at the place most proper for the carrying on of his works. I also grant 
him the exclusive enjoyment of six toises of ground on each side of the Bayou Bartholemy, from it source 
to its mouth, to enabe him to construct the works and dams necessary for his mills; it being understood 
that by this grant it is not intended to prohibit the free navigation of the said bayou to the rest of the 
inhabitants, who shall be free to use the same without, however, being permitted to throw across it any 
bridge, or to obstruct the navigation, which shall, at all times, remain free and open. Under the conditions 
here expressed, such mills as he may think proper to erect may be disposed of by the petitioner, together 
with the lands adjoining, as estates belonging entirely to him in virtue of this decree, in relation to which 
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the surveys are to be continued, and the commandant, Don John Filhiol, will verify and remit them to me, 
so that the person interested may obtain a corresponding title in form; it being a formal and express 
condition of this grant that at least one mill shall be constructed within two years; otherwise it is to 
remain null, 


THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
‘Registered: Anpres Lopes Armisto. 


It also appears that a petition was made and decree granted the same as the last mentioned, except 
that the petition asks for six toises of ground on each side of the Bayou de Liar, from its source to its 
mouth. ; 

It also appears that, upon June 16, 1797, De Bastrop made a contract with the Spanish government, 
as follows: 


The Baron de Bastrop contracts with his Majesty to furnish, for the term of six months, rations to the 
families which he has latterly introduced at the post of the Ouachita, which are to be composed of twenty- 
four ounces of fresh bread, or an equivalent in flour; twelve ounces of fresh beef, or six of bacon; two 
ounces of fine menestra, or three of ordinary, and one thousandth part of a celemin (about a peck) of salt, 
for which there is to be paid to him, by the royal chests, at the rate of a real and a half for each ration; 
for which purpose there shall be made out monthly a particular account, the truth and regularity of 
which shall be attested at foot by the commandant of that post. Under which conditions I oblige myself 
with my person and estate to the fulfilment of the present contract, subjecting myself in all things to the 
jurisdiction of this general intendancy. 

In testimony of which, I sign it at New Orleans, June 16, 1797. 

BARON DE BASTROP. 


And upon the same day the last contract was approved, as follows: 


New Oprteans, (date as above.) 


I approve this contract in the name of his Majesty, with the intervention of Signor Gilbert Leonard, 
principal contador of the army in these provinces, for its validity. Two certified copies are to be directed 
to the secretary, Juan Ventura Morales. With my intervention. 

GILBERT LEONARD. 


Copy of the original which remains in my keeping, and which I certify, and is taken out to be passed 
to the secretary of this general intendancy. . 
GILBERT LEONARD. 
New Or.eEans, ué supra. 


Upon June 18, 1797, the governor general directed the following order and decree to “ De Bastrop:” 


New Orteans, June 18, 1797. 


Whereas the intendant, from the want of funds, has solicited the suspension of the last remittance of 
families until the decision of his Majesty, there ought to be no prejudice occasioned to you by the last 
paragraph of my decree, which expresses that, if within three years the major part of the establishment 
shall not have been made good, such families as may first present themselves shall be located within the 
twelve leagues destined for the settlement which you have commenced; and this shall only have effect 
two years after the course of the contract shall have again commenced to be executed, and the determina- 
tion of his Majesty shall have been made known to you. You will always remain persuaded that, on my 
part, I will observe religiously the engagements I have contracted—a principle which has constantly 
distinguished the Spanish nation. God preserve you many years. 

THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 

Baron DE Bastrop. 


The above statement contains all the title papers which have been presented, and which were before 
the land commissioners for the western district of the late Territory of Orleans, who reported against 
the legal representative of De Bastrop, or the right of De Bastrop to any part of the intended grant of 
twelve leagues square, as will be seen by their several reports, as made and numbered in their report 
upon land claims in said western district, made to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States 
December 14, 1812. . 

The land commissioners of the United States having refused the confirmation of this claim as 
aforesaid, the owners now present themselves and ask that Congress will confirm to them the aforesaid 
twelve leagues square, which they claim as deriving a legal title from De Bastrop. 

From the evidence and documents which have been before the committee, it is proven that*many 
persons were introduced under the contract of De Bastrop, but not to the number contracted for; and, 
without touching the question as to the individual right of De Bastrop to the land, or of any person 
claiming under him by purchase or otherwise, except those who came to Ouachita under the contract, the 
committee think that in equity the government of the United States ought to confirm to every person, or 
those claiming under them, who went to Ouachita under the contract with De Bastrop, the number of 
acres of land which the governor general of Louisiana agreed to give to each family or person, according 
to said contract. 

The government of the United States resists the confirmation of this claim to De Bastrop, or those 
claiming under him by purchase or otherwise, for the following reasons, amongst others, viz: 

1. That the contract and grant, if any there was, were for the 500 families De Bastrop was to settle 
upon the lands, and not to De Bastrop in his individual right, so that he could sell or dispose of the same. 

2. ‘That the conditions never were fulfilled. 

3. That the contract was revoked by the Spanish government. 

4, That the contract was never approved by the King of Spain. 

5. That the governor general had not the power of making such contract without the authority of 
the Spanish government. 

6. That if De Bastrop was entitled to any part of said land, it could only be for the surplus after the 
500 families had taken, each family 400 arpents, according to said contract. 
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In support of these objections, and others, to the confirmation of this claim, or any part of it, to those 
who hold under De Bastrop in his individual right, a reference has been made to the documents aforesaid, 

From a careful examination of the foregoing documents and evidence, the committee are of the 
opinion that the decision in the present claim (as to the right of De Bastrop or those who claim under him in his 
individual right) depends entirely upon a question of law, and upon the examination of many witnesses 
as to several important points, and that an examination of it by Congress would be attended with great 
delay and many difficulties, and that justice to the interested, as well as to the government, requires a 
reference of this particular point to the United States courts. The committee are also of the opinion 
that, in case it should ultimately be decided that the said land belongs to the United States, it would be 
but fair and just to extend to all those who were settled upon the said land at the time the United States 
took possession of that part of the country the same provisions and privileges and donations as were 
granted to the actual settlers under the act of Congress of March 2, 1805, and the amendments thereto, 
as well as all other privileges extended to the inhabitants of Louisiana, settled upon other public lands 
by any subsequent act of Congress, so as to place the settlers upon the said land upon an equality with 


the settlers upon other public lands. 
To prevent further delay, and with a view of finally adjusting the claim upon what the committee 


consider to be fair and equitable principles, they report a bill. 





No. 433. [2p Sxsston. 


181x Coneress. | 





LAND FORFEITED FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH TERMS OF SALE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 11, 1825. 


Mr. Campset, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of Cornelius Vermilion, reported: 


The petitioner states that in the year 1816 he entered two quarter sections of land in the Vincennes 
district, and paid therefor one hundred and sixty dollars in hand; that being illiterate and in indigent 
circumstances, he failed to make any other payments, in consequence of which a forfeiture ensued; and 
that not knowing that Congress had subsequently passed any act which would have embraced his case, 
he now prays that he may be permitted to enter land elsewhere, and that the money he has paid may be 
applied to the payment thereof. 

It appears from the register’s certificates that the purchase was made as set forth in the petition. 

The committee will remark that a compliance with the prayer of the petitioner would be establishing 
a principle fraught with much public inconvenience. The precedent might be urged by hundreds whose 
lands, on account of delinquency, have been forfeited. They, too, could plead indigence and the want of 
information. If relief were extended to the petitioner at all, it ought to be by a bill general in its pro- 
visions; this, however, the committee feel no disposition to recommend. Wherefore, the following reso- 


lution is offered: 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. 





No. 434. [2p Session. 


181TH Coneress. | 








INCOMPLETE TITLE TO LAND WEST OF PEARL RIVER. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 11, 1825, 


Mr. Campseit, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of Jane Percy, widow of Robert Percy, deceased, who petitions for herself and others, 


reported: 


The petitioner represents that in the year 1806 seven thousand acres of land, situated on the river Bog 
Chitto, (now in the Parish of Washington, Louisiana,) were granted to her late husband; that these lands 
were surveyed by Ira C. Kneeland, deputy surveyor, and plats thereof remitted to the office of the 
surveyor general at Pensacola; that, owing to sundry causes over which her said husband had no control, 
the intendant of Florida did not issue patents for the same, as had been anticipated; that the preparatory 
steps taken to secure the said lands gave origin to much expense; that the evidences of claim to these 
lands were submitted to the board of commissioners appointed to adjust land titles in the district of 
country west of Pearl river, and were adjudged insufficient to authorize confirmation; that the said lands 
have been surveyed and sold as public property; whereupon, permission to locate other lands is solicited. 

To support this claim, the petitioner has exhibited five certificates of survey, dated November 20, 
1806, signed by Ira C. Kneeland, defining sundry tracts of land, in all amounting to 7,000 arpents. She 
also appends to the petition her affidavit of the truth of the facts therein stated according to her belief. 
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The committee will observe it has not been the policy of this government to recognize such a title 
as is in this case asked to be confirmed—a title manifestly imperfect, having its origin some years after 
the cession of Louisiana, and unaccompanied by proof of habitation and cultivation. It is believed the 
powers with which the board of commissioners were clothed were as extensive as a just regard to the 
provisions of the treaty for that country could require. As there is no additional proof exhibited, the 
committee thinks there would be an impropriety in disturbing the decision rendered by the board of com- 
missioners; therefore, the following resolution is recommended: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. 





18TH Coneress. | No. 488. [2p Session. 








COMPENSATION OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS OF LAND OFFICES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 11, 1825. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 6, 1824. 


Sir: In compliance with your request, I enclose a statement showing the amount which each register 
and receiver would receive as a compensation for extra services rendered under the act of March 2, 1821, 
estimating that compensation at one-half of one per cent. on the amount of the purchase money of the lands 
relinquished under the act of March 2, 1821. Although I do not consider that the registers and receivers 
have any rightful claim to a percentage on the amount of the purchase money of the lands relinquished, 
yet it may be assumed as a basis for equalizing the compensation to which these officers are justly entitled 
for the extra services rendered under the act referred to, provided the amount is limited to a sum not 
exceeding three thousand dollars to any officer, that sum being the maximum allowed by law for the annual 
salaries of the registers and receivers. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Jesse B. Tuomas, of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate of the United States. 





Statement of a percentage on the amount of the purchase money of relinquished lands. 





State. District. Purchase money. | Amount of percent- Remarks. 
age, at one-half of 
one per cent. 








NON so taniesevseaicnscweiseneeiveeioes|) MMMMEUM aa cacewsesls -osacewedecseccsereese $25,383 21 $126 92 
ONEHMING coc kasicacivisgocceciGleceeeseeleueceses 71,453 43 357 27 
SICRDERVING co.cc sense siesceeceeesess Setecere 66, 870 63 334 35 
CE siianckscicttonseccassancds salsa 99,259 13} 496 30 
Cincinnati...........+0¢ eenevincesooenentons 226, 142 89 1,130 71 
WO0ster. 0000 cccecccccccccccccccc cece eee 182,819 232 914 10 
MEIAWATE: 6s sscelscicielccceecessceteotes secce|cocecccccccccsaccccsleccccccceccccccccccs| NO relinquishments, 
PIQUA ooce vecvcccvcccccccccccecccsc cece seceleccecc cecescccls Foceleoceoseccvccesecceee Do. 
INdiana. ..cccccccecsccscecsccccccceccs| WINCENIES .cccccccccccccccscccccccccecccecs 445,456 09 2,227 28 
Jeffersonville......... wesisieleninmiaisaibineiseuese 227,349 72 1,136 75 
Wr CEPO HARUCE. cic.ccic svicinacicvcsne ossces vceecelececentecscees cclicee|eeeacses ceccccedees Do. 
Brookville... .0.cccecccccccccccecccccccccces|ccccccscccccccecccceleccccc ces cocccsvess Do. 
THinOis ...ceeccccccccee covccccccees| SHAWNCCLOWN .....0.cceeee cece cceccccccces 238,741 02 1,193 70 
WERSRRERIO scccc coves cccceesocsece eeccccccecs 330, 483 94 1,652 42 
Edwardsville . ...ccccceccescccccccccccsccces 266,770 52 1,333 85 
Vandallid....sccccccccccccccccccsccccccccccels sey ccccccccce cocece waren eve eue ee maewane Do. 
PMMGHENIG cikivicaie. jab csisiocewisicessbineeeseneemiel occ stan woe cee ie Do. 
Mississippi....scesesecccccccceceees | W&ashingtOn .esecceeccsccccsccccccccceeees 149,639 24 748 20 
Jackson, Choctaw GGtICE so, c.05:6es000.s00500lccveccteccvecseccseclecesesccancees covsss Do. 
QOCMMDM COMIE TIOUNE 0 6e:csicaswiocessanseeeelscecnc cc ctecwacesceulecdectecevesscaceuws Do. 
Alabama, ..ccccceccccccccccccecseee| HHUMtSVINE ce see cececccereccceeecccceccvees 3, 146, 886 684 15,734 43 
St. Stephen’s ...cccecccsccscccccscccvcesecs 500,800 613 2,504 00 
CORADB oc ccc cc ccesccccdecessstescsecse evs 1, 367,546 793 6,837 7 
TUBCAIOOBE «.0.0:5:0:0 00101006 60.00:91010000 0 0.00.0.00006)oc0s00 bose cedeccccccleccccesossaeescscece Do. 
SPAN Ds 6 oss oc icicccccccccece t000.006000 00006] sccecceccecdlescceseleseescosaceces cove Do. 
Michigan ....cececcecccscccccccceece| DetrOit cecesccccceecsecccsecccecccscccceess 63,309 58 316 55 
MiSSOUFI.... eee ecesceecceccccceceee| FFAMKIin ooee ceccesccscecccccescecccccecees 1,073,828 10 5,369 14 
Be TOUS ods cccccccuccscctevcvccteceevsces 361,625 68 1,808 13 
Cape Girardeau ......eeeccececccesecereeeeslecesecccnsccesccsseulteees acsuseatcaerace Do. 
Arkansas...cccccccces cccccccceccces| LsAWIETICE COUNTY .cccccccccreccercccecrccecleccccccccccccecscces|ecccccccccceccece eee Do. 
PREMMNIEIN 6c cca pvewinneicd tors viaisescveetecdecs| oi: ccs cacesscsencoesleieiieeeseecetoe tenes Do. 
PURRTIMINT G6 5:6 60:60 6.0554 bese aiceeajoa cone]!  CUMCUIEM cco cdscsecetcnrevenmeesebiedens COSC acc cieneecsacdecwenetloogeceeceees cccccece Do. 
Do. 


ING WE NOTICOING 4 6:0:5.< 6:40 504e.000nss.c0ee ct eeceselpccis cade cobeee GasedelnaenGeseeensceeanete 





Total..cccccccccsvccccscccccccccccs 8, 844, 366 52 44,221 83 

















VOL, I1v——8 c 








OE RSE SEO ESA SSIES _ 








ne mane 


saree 








58 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 486. 





18tH Coneress. ] No. 436. . [2p Session, 








REDUCTION OF THE NUMBER OF LAND OFFICES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1825. 


Treasury Department, January 10, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience toa resolution of the House of Representatives, dated March 13, 1824, requiring 
the Secretary of the Treasury, at the next session of Congress, to inform the House “whether the number 
of land offices in the United States may not be diminished by consolidating the land districts, or otherwise, 
without any injury to the public interest, or material inconvenience to individuals; and that he report such 
a plan for the location of the land offices and reorganization of the land districts as will better promote 
the public interest than the present location and organization of the same, with such information as to 
the receipts and expenditures of the offices, severally, as may enable Congress to decide on the propriety 
of discontinuing any office,” I have the honor to enclose a report from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, together with two statements marked A, B, and a map of the United States, on which the 
boundaries of the several land districts are delineated; which report, statements, and map exhibit the 
views of the department and the information in their possession on the subjects embraced in the resolution. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





GENERAL Lanp Orricre, November 12, 1824. 


Sir: The resolution passed by the House of Representatives on the 13th of March last, relative to 
the consolidation of the land offices, and referred by you to this office, is returned, together with a map 
showing the situation and boundaries of the several land districts, amounting to forty, and the location 
of the land offices respectively, as denoted by the red stars. Of these offices the following are not located 
within their respective land districts, to wit: Delaware, Piqua, Brookville, and Little Rock. I also enclose 
two statements marked A and B. That marked A exhibits the periods at which the land districts were 
established by law; the number in each State; the quantity of land surveyed, and the quantity estimated 
to “remain unsold” in each land district June 30, 1823; and also the balances due from individuals 
September 30, 1822, for lands purchased at the respective land offices. 

The paper marked B exhibits the amount of money received in 1823, and the first two quarters of 
1824, together with the amount paid on account of incidental expenses during the same period. 

On reference to the paper marked B it will appear that the expenses incident to the collection of that 
part of the revenue derived from the sale of lands for the year 1823 is equal to 7.19 1-6th per cent. on 
the gross amount of receipts, and for the first two quarters of the present year to 7.20 9-10ths per cent. 
on such receipts, exclusive of the expenses incident to this office and to the surveying of the lands. 

Nearly two-thirds of the amount of the expenses incident to the collection of this branch of the 
revenue may be considered as permanent, and not affected by the increase or diminution of the revenue. 
These permanent expenses can only be reduced by a reduction of the number of land districts; and it is 
believed, with a view merely to economy, that eleven of these land districts may at present be abolished, 
and the residue so organized as to afford nearly equal facilities to the purchasers of the public lands 
generally as those now afforded by the present organization of the land districts. This reduction may 
be made by limiting the maximum number of land districts in any one State to four, and by consolidating 
some of the districts in those States where there is not at present more than that number. 

To effect this, it is proposed to consolidate the districts of Steubenville, Wooster, Marietta, and 
Zanesville, and to form one district from those of Piqua and Delaware. The land offices may be so located 
in the districts thus formed as to give to the great mass of the population nearly equal facilities of com- 
municating with them as those afforded under the present organization of the land districts. The eight 
land districts in Ohio would, by this arrangement, be reduced to four. 

In the State of Indiana it is proposed to reduce the districts to four, by uniting those of Brookville 
and Fort Wayne, and removing the land office to a central position. On reference to the map it will 
appear that the land offices are now located at the extreme north and south points of the district which 
would be thus formed. 

It is proposed in Illinois to add all that part of the districts of Vandalia and Palestine which may 
lie south of a line extending to the northern boundary of the Edwardsville district to the line of the 
State of Indiana to the Edwardsville district, and to add that part of the districts which may lie north 
of such a line, and within which but few tracts of land have as yet been sold, to the Springfield district. 
The land office for the southern district thus formed could be located at the seat of government, and that 
for the northern district removed to such position as the future progress of the population might make 
eligible. 

In Missouri the districts might -be reduced to four, by forming that part of the State north of the 
Missouri and Osage rivers into two districts, and that part of the State south of those rivers into two 
other districts. 

In Alabama the number of districts may be reduced to four, by forming two districts from those of 
Cahaba, St. Stephen’s, and Sparta, or Conecuh, by extending the northern boundary of the Conecuh 
district to the Mississippi line; and the land offices in the districts thus formed may be so iocated as to 
give equal if not greater accommodation to the whole population than is now afforded. 

In Louisiana, where there are now four districts, it is proposed to reduce them to three by uniting the 
districts of St. Helena and New Orleans. Although the district thus formed will contain very large 
quantities of land, yet there is a very great portion of it which will not be sold for ages at the present 


minimum price of the public lands. 
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In Mississippi it is proposed to unite the district of Jackson Court-House and that west of Pearl river. 
In the latter of these districts all the lands have been offered at public sale, and those which remain 
unsold are generally either poor or otherwise unfit for cultivation, so that the annual sales will be very 
limited; and although there is a large extent of country embraced in the Jackson Court-House district, yet 
it is believed that, after the private claims are satisfied, the annual proceeds of the sales of the residue 
will not much exceed the expenses of surveying and the contingent expenses of the land office. 

It may be proper to remark, that the consolidation of two or more land districts will not occasion 
much additional labor at this office, or at the offices so united. It is only where a land district, in which 
the sales have been extensive, is divided and attached to two other districts that the labor at the offices 
will be materially increased. 

After the lands in any State shall have been all surveyed and offered at public sale, and when the 
debt due for lands heretofore purchased in such State shall have been liquidated, a further and more 
extensive reduction of the land districts may be made by limiting them in such State to a single district, 
and locating the land office at the seat of government of the State. 

In any arrangement that may be made for the reduction of the number of land districts, the fact that 
a large debt is due on account of lands the payments for which are to be made, at the option of the debtors, 
either at the treasury of the United States or at the office where the lands were purchased, is entitled to 
much attention in respect both to the rights and accommodation of the purchasers; and when it is also 
taken into consideration that the disbursements of the public money are very limited in nearly all that 
section of country where the public lands lie, and that from the force of circumstances these disburse- 
ments will not probably be materially increased, it is submitted how far other considerations than those 
arising from the reduction of the expenses of collecting this branch of the revenue might make it inex- 
pedient to reduce the land districts to the number proposed in this report, until those circumstances shall 
have occurred which would justify the reduction of them to a single district in each State. With these 
views of the subject, I would take the liberty of suggesting the expediency of passing an act declaring 
that, after March 31, 1829, the period at which the whole debt due on account of land ought to be paid, 
the land districts in each State be consolidated into one district, and the land offices be located at the 
seat of government of the States, respectively; and that until such a consolidation of the land districts 
shall have taken place, the President of the United States be authorized to attach any land district within 
which no lands have been sold on a credit to any one or more adjacent districts in the same State, in srch 
manner and at such time as he may deem most conducive to the public interest. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorn, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement exhibiting the periods at which the land districts were established by law; the number in each State; 
the quantity of land surveyed, and the quantity estimated to “remain unsold,” in each land district, June 
30, 1823; and also the balances due from individuals September 30, 1822, for lands purchased at the 
respective land offices. 
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OHIO. 
May 10, 1800........+++++eee0.| Marietta, including the reserved sections Acres. Acres. 
in the Ohio Company’s purchase ....) Marietta.....scccescssesseees 652, 800 500, 113 $43,641 50 
May 3, 1808. 62. ccceccss coves | GANCSVEMEL, cccsnccecsce coccccccccccs | DANCEVINE.crccccccesccocccces 1,629, 220 709, 492 192, 186 73 
May 10, 1800........ 0000 seeeee| StCUDENVINE.. crceereccceecccecccereess| StCUDENVIIEC......0scceceeeees 1, 882, 964 418, 223 131,350 39 
May 10, 1800...ccccececeseceee| CHilICOMNC ec. ce eee cceceeeseees sehen Chilicothe...... sredecacisivecies 2, 022, 707 1,027,015 152,050 16 
May 10, 1800............ sisioiose|) CIMOMMIAL s o0ss se viscbelswns sewees eneeee Cincinnati.......ccecseseceece 3, 413, 521 752, 632 526,818 00 
Mar. 3, 1607 ..06cccccecs ccccce| WOOKED scscccccccccccccccecceccscscs| WOOKEE. cesccccccvescccsoscs 1,234, 500 347, 097 214,814 09 
PMAE Sy BOLO, oc ccecsewsssebese| PIQURaccesces cess’ sedeccccccccccsccce] PIQUR ccceces cocevecccccoece 2, 365, 229 2,344,736 |. .cecccccccace 
Mar. 3, 1819....00ccccccccecce| DOLAWALE .ccccccccceccccccccescccecce! DEIRWALC.ccccccces cccccccces 2,031, 791 1, 802,106 |...cccccccveee 
INDIANA. 
Mar. 3, 1807.....ccccccccccces| JEMEFSONVIIC. 2... cecccccccccecccccees| JEMEFSONVINE 1... ccccecceeees 2, 758, 483 1,556, 770 542,547 78 
Mar. 26, 1804.........eeeceeeee] ViMCENNES ..... e000. coccccccccccccce| VINCENNES, cocccccces oeecceee 4, 424,984 3,187, 147 670,267 50 
Mar. 3, 1819.......+.++++eee++| Terre Haute, now Crawfordsville...... Crawfordsville...... aeucenaeee 2,600, 384 2,465,210 j.cccccce cocece 
Mar. 3, 1819.....cceccccceeces| BrOOKViIE., ..cccccccccccccecccccecess| BrOOKville ....... sccccecccces 2, 198,622 | GID IGS Tnccccceses one 
ics nin 0i8 Sak PR vis cies vain trices secens]| POR WIM. ies cccisvsssons 1,228,622 | 1,228,622 anaes 
ILLINOIS. | 
DARE. DG, TOOG oo ooioe. css viso'ccnin's sl] ORMMBORAR 6 o6i05.cee ccd cescccvccsscecce] MMBREMMIN: ccrcecescccecesves 2,035,840 | 1, 737, 933 204,485 04 
Feb. 21, 1812...... ceceeeee SNAWNCCHOWN.. 0.00 ceeeeeecceeececees| SHAWNECLOWN . cecceccevecese 3, 183, 139 2, 696, 723 429,690 14 
Ap’! 29, 1816.....ececcceccceee| Edwardsville. .....cccccccseccccessecs| EGWArdsvill€..ceccecee secces 3, 565, 956 3,046, 272 207,127 61 
May 8, 1822......++++++eeeee+| District north of Edwardsville.........| Springfield.......ssceeseseees 1,330, 311 | 1,330,311 [.....e cece eoee 
RY MG TOO sa cna ccwcce a cecuicl VANNEUMscccesciessccceccesiceceseccccs| WAROSHRScsicccsecccsceseecen 3,530,450 | 3,518,538 |. secr 
May 11, 1820.....cccccccccccce! Palestine, .ocscccccccccccccccccccccces! PAIESLINE ....ccccccccccccces 3, 861,661 | 3, 838, 765“. eeeeeeeeveees 
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A.—Statement exhibiting the periods at which the land districts were established by law, &c.—Continued. 





subject to sale originally, after de- 
ducting reservations for schools, 


Quantity of land actually surveyed 
private claims, &c., upto the latest 


Quantity of land estimated to remain 
unsold in each district on June 30, 





Balances due from individuals on 
September 30, 1822, after the oper- 
ation of the acts of March 2, 1821, 























Date of the law creating the Land district. Land office. | 3 
land district. | = 
| s 
| | a 
| | | 
| bared | 
| | z z 
| a -] 
MICHIGAN TERRITORY. | Pn | i, 1 
os esol A ncbaccapaRininibindnnestees .| Detroit ...... iialaate seoes| 2,947,809 3,763,431 | $50,584 82 
Mar. 3, 1823......000eseeeeeee| Southern district .......6+ 0000 ne 903,369 (*) losteno: wees 
| | j | 
MISSOURI. | | 
Feb. 17, 1818, and Ma-. 3, I8i1.| oe CLT | ee Brereoe vated 3,817,082 | 3,401,269 395,996 80 
Feb. 17, 1818.... Serene] MANN GOMENY Fccibuwab ssoesseesases | Franklin .... .... sokewabeeees | 3,444,506 | 2, 985, 932 | 338, 112 07 
Feb: 27, 1818......26s0. seeesee| Cape Girardeau ..:. 22.64 eer er BREASGN wscsuccasacsewooonnne| 6, 886,651 6, 845, 487 jttetee seen eens 
Mar. 3, 1823.... ceiosanl West2rn district......eseee seeseceeee | MGEKIN SUOMI sicsciswcse cseeeces 1, 934, 071 1,934,071 | sseseeeeeevees 
| | 
| LOUISIANA. | 
Mar. 3, 1811.......00ccccccces| Northern district........00cecccccccees| OUACHIEA sesseeccees sevceees 590, 395 587, 448 (nednneices 
Mar. 3, 1811, and Mar. 2, 1805.| Southwestern district. .......20+eeee2+) OPClOUSAS+. oes eeeeeeeeeeeees 1,405,440 1, 405, 440 joeecsoves teens 
| O ¢ | 
Mar. 3, 1811, and Mar. 2, 1805.| Southeastern district. ........+..++ woe] New Orleans.....0. cess ccees 222, 240 222,240 rereeeseceeeee 
Ap’] 25, 1812....0. 006 eeeeeees| St. Helena Court-House...... ....+...| St. Helena Court-House. .... None. NONC. [eeceeeseeceees 
ARKANSAS TERRITORY. | 
! 
Feb. 17, 1818... c.0ccccccccces Lawrence Co., after deducting mil. lands} Batesville... cecsessesseseese 3, 895,453 | 3,871,966 [....ee eee eee 
Feb. 17, 1818.......... coocccce] Arkansas C0.....00000 BOs soseee Sonbe MC TOK i ccs censcsseaccece 3,131,716 | 3,130,589 [eeeeeeseveeees 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Mar. 3, 1803...... ee cccecscees West of Pearl river......-... sseeeesss Washington........eeseeseeee 2,915,097 1,791, 965 684,093 50 
TR. SS covcece! CHOCTRW GISITICE..c0ccccccccce secnesew BRERDOR  s55skascabeweewsoss 2,041, 468 2,035,631 on eceeee 
Ap’l 25, 1812.......- ceeeseae Jackson Court-House..... .. ..++++++| Jackson Court-House ........ 3,096, 697 } | 
ALABAMA. a 4, 877, 243 |eeeees See oes . 
Mar. 3, 1803........sccccccee0| St. Stephen's district......cccssee coos] St Stephen's ....essseeceeee 2,577,022 | stot eee eae eeeeee) 739,746 81 
oe |. eee ceEeees Cahaba .... 2+. Sree desbetecsbaee WRENN Go Ads sac- heeouanne os 5,958,400 | 4,621,284 | 2,260,270 24 
June 15, 1809, and Mar, 3, 1807.| Huntsville..........++ sbeeebaseas 52 col MAURO VANID cc <aciescewewsies seen 5,801,600 | 4,671,849 | 2,760,710 96 
Bay 10S BRD soos cacaescccuse.] DOSCHOOBEs.ccccesccees Suueeesiee suse] MIBCAIOUED aixacowk anna ciewesss 3,920,000 | 3,662,990 seeesseeeeees . 
May 11, 1820............ eoeeee] Conecul COUNLY......eeeeeeeeee cocces| SPArta. coeccesecccscccccscees 2,800,000 | 2,799,518. ..+e. coveseve 
104, 200, 500 86, 828, 194 | 10,544, 454 16 

















* No sales up to above date at the southern land office. 
t Salt River district, created by an act of the last session, is formed by detaching certain lands from Howard county and St. Louis districts. 


Acres, 

Estimated quantity surveyed... ...ccccccccscccccccccccccvvccccsccscevscscecees eisai 104, 240, 500 
Estimated quantity unsold . . ....ccsccccccccccccccccccccccsccccce cece iene 86, 828, 194 
Difference in quantity SOld.......ccccescecesscceecs SEbUS alos eneseaawee senses eseeonee 17, 412, 306 
To which add sales at New Orleans, not included. ....0. eceseccceceeeecess obnees sees 80, 437 

17, 492, 743 
Also fractions not taken into view......... eeeceee o0ccce cvcccececccccccccscces ceceee 23 
Makes the quantity, as exhibited in the statements of land SOld ....ceseeseeseeseeeces 17, 492, 766 


The quantity of land exhibited as surveyed and remaining unsold in the southeastern district of 
Louisiana is the amount of the lots surveyed (agreeably to the ancient Spanish and French custom) on 
the rivers, bayous, and water-courses between the Bayou Lafourche and the river Atchafalaya, which lands 


have been since proclaimed for sale. 


The quantity exhibited as sold in that district, in statement No. 2, 


(viz: 80,437.64 acres,) is the amount of the back concessions and pre-emption rights, of which no returns 
of survey have yet been made; their total quantity cannot even be estimated. Hence their amount is 
not included in the column of surveys. 

For the two districts of Michigan it will be perceived that the quantity of land remaining unsold is 


stated in the aggregate. 


The reason of this is, that the southern district was partly formed out of the 


Detroit district, and the quantity sold at the land office at Detroit in those townships now attached to 
tne southern district cannot readily be discriminated. 

The quantity of land remaining unsold in the district of Jackson Court-House, in Mississippi, and the 
district of St. Stephen’s, in Alabama, is also stated in the aggregate, for the reason that the former-named 
district was formed, in part, by attaching to it all the lands in the old district of St. Stephen’s which lie 


in the State of Mississippi. 


House is only that portion of the former district of St. Stephen’s attached thereto. 
No surveys have been received south of the 31st degree of latitude in either of those districts. 


The quantity of land exhibited as surveyed in the district of Jackson Court- 

















CLAIMS TO LAND IN WEST FLORIDA. 








B. 





Statement of the receipts and expenditures at the following land offices during the year 1823, and the first 
two quarters of 1824. 














Receipts. Expenditures. 
Offices. ie 
In the year 1823. | In first two quarters In 1823. First two quar- 
1824. ters 1824, 

PRPICUEN 5.0655 6:40:05. wie sciew since od 6000's 005065000 esesesie cinewes ebesionse $3,356 10 87,564 04 $991 35 722 90 
PMORVING Siew scsinwnwissiesines tosses tuuesweweseee saleeoeeeae seUsabiceeete 23,207 09 20,696 25 1,537 61 1,117 51 
cate Lie alae ste cs iaiitiid cakuauoneaioaas 26,373 68 23,861 32 1,878 87 1,275 20° 
Chilicothe . 0.0. cccccceccccccccccccccccccccces seccee seioeeceieeesies 13,207 10 16,551 94 1,429 86 1,117 57 
CINCINNATI 6. 6c 000s <ncccsccccee cece seceee oeee coccerceccce eesesie owe 22,060 01 30,164 68 1,459 22 1,246 74 
ONL Ns aicsn ciao Sass p inss Gorm vim wo a ie wa asin er ele elo retin 101s Siehieie.oaieelaisieieowens 32,311 46 25,058 85 1,470 85 1,155 88 
Piqua..cscccccccccccceccccece raised ersisreie- eee alee dene 5,014 90 1,825 83 1,317 52 539 97 
Delaware ...... PPOPereTereree errr ee eee eocccccce 75,203 65 17,130 06 2,489 34 956 00 
JeffersOnville...cccecce.cocccccccsccccccccessccccecsercevees ccccccceee 17, 322 04 10,120 54 1,904 16 702 40 
NUATCGLITIGN Too ca ssiuisievs vlad sioltals Sintec aera sole enidle wavabe aie oassiemcseasisedees 26,477 87 10,541 98 1,888 18 1,097 86 
BOOK VINE 6.o6:s0000s ceccccccececcesscs Reise onde ° ° . 108,274 81 40,912 10 3,720 07 1,456 05 
Crawfordsville... se.seeeees alaiwisibio\eipiereleaieieteleiaivieidiyieie eisiste sie vie e/biclssiere 73,403 15 25,004 99 2,815 44 822 33 
WOOPG. VU RYTC 6 9 0:0:9 056: 015:06:05016:6.040'5/0. 006 0104 0:0 si00s 00000 0008s Sees veces tees 9,502 09 311 52 1,343 69 522 48 
Kaskaskia ........ cccccceccccccees vsleleeies asisisinieeniess . 2,720 30 1,466 34 1,350 04 677 43 
BNOWHECLOWI s sviccicncccscsteiccccsccccssiens Seiesivesivralsies 3,303 22 1,000 00 1,481 37 522 68 
Edwardsville.....+. sscceeeees cccccecccccccocccs cevceccese een 15,523 42 3,856 43 1,855 97 865 66 
Vandalia..... sececee occ cccccccccccces eocccce coc cece 800 00 467 50 957 47 936 19 
Palestine....c0scccccccccccscccccecccsceccccccccccccccs occ cececsccecce 9,880 58 2,588 06 1,737 69 531 92 
Sangamon ...... ccc cccccccccccccccs coe ce ceceeeccccescecees eoccccecs 48,405 14 5,353 31 1,123 52 778 57 
DetrOit. 0.20 cece sccccccccccccc cccccccccccccccecs veces ccccce cocccee oe 37,867 14 41,674 36 1,993 47 1,403 50 
PAGHIGE 6nd vccinse coves sree deeseccesacc scons sipiaie ois @siciatuvieiviaiecielesiainieis 4,895 48 10,879 88 583 22 613 94 
SBE; THOUS ose. ccc ccc cccccceses cccseccccccescccctecesesccccsece sce 45,003 27 11,300 62 3,564 19 1,211 89 
Franklin. ...cceceeesccceseece eowssees ce cccccccces aleclaaies wees peseinees 68,971 41 18,909 39 2,649 47 939 78 
Cape Girardeat oe occcccccccccccccccce cocccccaccscce 4,471 45 12,721 27 1,713 62 1,343 09 
Lexington ...0ccccccsccccccccccce cccccccccccscccccs eoesces «Sees eases cece ccc ccccescocces 2,859 99 eee cece eccceecccces 415 07 
PIMUBOW UG: «\c:0'n't 0 00's bisisic'e/bin 00a oe 654.1050 5.60900 0s ve 6ese coeesees eens 1,848 89 oses tesieinesscieescnas 1,067 42 500 00 
PHUANG COCK 19,0 0610's o'0'0's'0's\sie's'cinis wisisin'o eiels o.clasieis\alsisin sie 040 e1se scinwesiosses's 1,003 85 400 00 1,297 78 508 00 
Nate Lica isa whl deptpwaiiaincehin bwrek Wace NRE SN chiie kamaataain 1,013 60 520 19 
Opelousas ..... Sisleisinie'64-eie)oiv icin e019 viSisie'sis os eislb aVidisleie ewes ee easipes cece 592 16 118 18 1,011 84 502 36 
New Orleans..... ese. ecceeee wigs wibie(sieivioiee/siav'erd eoee ° “e 432 25 ere ccceccccoccccccs 1,783 93 500 00 
PIG e ee CLCNIA Ao OUNE-RIQUBC s 6701614::-cleneisin'ssieisieinisislastwiciessinsitiewerwewescdieees|oege sess ceed ccmsiccslascesecs sesgiedce see 1,000 00 500 00 
Washilgtons.o0cccceccccccsseccccesees $010 dinincin0.06.000s 0000cebesecceecs 7,683 52 10, 764 75 4,821 79 2,455 48 
Jackson Court-House ......+. eee ccc cess cooccecsccccce ee 604.000 | oeivece socceertcecceelcoetsrccccsccves este 1,000 00 500 00 
ORGCURW UBITICT 5 50.06.0050 10150 /6.090:0000 v0.00 000% 60.6 ececcccce ecvcccccece 35, 366 03 54,959 32 2,032 80 1,005 52 
St, Stephens cc cc cece ccccccsccccesccvecsecessccccccscsscesccvcce ccsccs 119,712 42 20,231 06 4,482 99 1,530 24 
Huntsville ....... ois ale bigie'6)vin\eloro¥ cinieeeeeeiweisei J ecccccesewcce secs ewes 18,530 99 8,028 89 1,956 68 1,416 44 
Cahaba...... eo eecccccccecee PO IPETITTTeTIrrerrrrreerrrreerrrrr er Tee 71,755 29 52, 840 78 3,308 8 1,912 25 
I iciinkih sheen a hhina Vtech nti etindinremneensediaeas 29,731 69 9,973 82 1,262 08 886 OL 
io sicieecs Renianenwnibnnceciun assed tuaieeeeneniabeaeunies 33,447 11 5,334 53 2,516 89 728 15 

998, 559 35 505, 472 58 71,812 87 36,437 25 

















TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, December 14, 1824. 





18TH ConereEss. | 


No. 437. 








GEORGE GRAHAM. 


[2p Sessron. 


CLAIMS TO LAND IN WEST FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 14, 1825. 


Commissioners’ Orrice, Pensacola, December 10, 1824. 


Sm: We have the honor to transmit an abstract of claims to land in West Florida, (marked I,) 
founded on habitation and cultivation, between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, reported to Congress 
in obedience to an act entitled “An act granting donations to certain actual settlers in the Territory of 


Florida.” 


It has been deemed expedient to make this report at an early period, as the act may require amend- 
ments, and this class of claims is subject to future legislation. 
We have the honor to be, with high considerations of respect, your most obedient servants, 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 

JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives United States. 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 





[No. 487. 





a 


A report of claims to land in West Florida, founded on habitation and cultivation, between February 22, 1819, 


and July 17, 1821, reported in obedience to an act of Congress approved May 26, 1824. 
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Names of claimants. 


Age. 


| 
| 
| 
| Number of acres culti- 


Where situated. 


Habitation and cul- 


tivation. 





Clark Jackson .........0.. 9010060besees Sennencsescc ence see 
James Pendleton.........+6+ ecccce 009600000000 beeee'e cocces 
Villiam H. McCurdy ........ pbeawsnesee peeaee 6a es5e0> 
PU MRE TNs WOE oosccewensncceccces 


John Mathews... ...ceeeeeeee oo vcce cence cccccs cece veces 
James Donnelly...... ccccccccce eccccce bepeae swans coccccee 
John Donnelly......eeeeeeees 2 cccces cccccs wccccccccecccccs 
WV ATR BURIS 6 os os 00000050000 0nnn0s 000000050000 00006000 
Alexander Smith.......... 0200020050000 550000 00000000 cece 
Andrew Mitchell ...... cccccccccccscccscccccccccc eves cccccs 
POURS PIMTNCWE vo oiscscwws v0n0ss.0n00 040 0h00000000 000000000 
Richmond P. Hughes........ceccccceescececcesccees occccee 
Radford 1. Cotton ...0.00.00 sccccccecess weccccccccccccccce 
Joab Gains ......... ecccccccece oe cece cvccce cece c cece ceeees 


SS eS eee eee 
Elijah McCurdy ........ccccescese 0cccs conc coccccccce cece 
Charles Campbell....... seek wane nls ecccccceccee oceceveesooe 
John McCall... 000 ccccee be beae beer 
Edward Campbell...........++ cocccccc ces seebaonswenbpeeee 
PUREE ED) ARRON os s0ns ew 00s escnce bebnns beeen eeseseeudes 
Peter Wilkinson..... uSebaeeebnee a0esssnens © eeesesceeees 
William Goodson.........eeeesecceees ocr ccc cccc cece cece 
Benjamin Brown........+.+ o eccceee 6090101910 '0006000005 20000: 
RNS MOMENI. op mesh ee arbsndesssisanbnsebwsasssneessnss 
DMO CciskGasunanbenene sss seesieeesbbaebeneesss 
Jones Cobb...c.e.+ee- 
ROM EUN SS Lea hGs bh beneeescned bene essessssoereesannoener 
SPORE REE Sos nbnbnac00es0kn weenes Seen neve pphwceee snes 
The heirs of Charles Cochran .......... p50 bbe bSR00= ocecns 
Elijah Ward... 0.000000 ccccee basbeeshosieekeeny covcees see 
Levy Manning......secececeeeees eceececs oes ee cece ccencece 


CO ee ee Pees Oeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseseee 


BUODORE BERING 5 os 50 55000 01000000500 55000000. 0000005 000000 
SR PCRAIINS bois bxnnse0sbess asd ssceeve snes soeceese 
PIB sib 6565 Sew socninne Snnsbh006000400s 000% ws 0es 
James W. Shines.....cessccceces bbws ebbebenbsbdeshwnsenewn 
SOR TOW cp wens debe sucn bush scwesweseseaaucneees sSeesee 
PEPER apna bnorspeevecbssauscaasibe cekeususseacsen 
John McComb.......... pa6s0s 008 
The heirs of Ezekiel E. Cobb ....ccccccccccccccccccsccces- 
James Spears.....cccccccccess Sassen eecees o cccceerccccecece 
Clempson Hall........... vheeboene 
Mary Lightfoot.....ccccccsccoces ©1010 019 900.00 000060 bccn eneees 
Joseph W. Hall........eceeeeees 9000 senn0o00000 0000 ba0060 
Nathan Patrick ..........00. 0000000000000 0cce seesececees 
Ree OLS ohn cucssabeccessanene ness shbeeebeboeenneses 
PI SUPE Sibu bsncdbencebues bemnuesesesbocensobsesee sens 
Daniel McNeal.......... Cc cecccccccccecccces cece cccecccces 
Robert Thomas .... .eesssesseees ccc cccccccccccccces eoseee 
TROMARS DERMIS eo os 00:00:0000.00.0000 000000 606008006080 00000008 
Benjamin Nettles......cccccccccccccccccsscccccvssccccccs 
JOHN BOwMAan..... occ cece cccccececces ccccccccccccecesccccs 


Seer ee were seeeseseee eeee 


Tanne Hawkins ....cccoccccccccscvcccce cocccecccccescocece 
JOHN Parker o.0000cccccccccccccccece cccccccoce 
Richard Eddes...... Sbonpebaberboewenebbbseccheesd ooes sees 
SOMES WRION 2.0.0c0ccccccccves ooccee pbbnokns apes Seweeessee 
Daniel Malloy ...... 900050590000 0000050500 008s00 bes0cceee 
ee Meckne OF Wiliams Binge occ 0005 0500ccsecsceccdsceeccees 


severe cceros 


PE SEO a cw ennes so0n sobs desseeasusenssasbsbeownees 
DORE PIONS 5500 tcvenascsancseennsncesaecanesecesescansds 
Allan McCaskill .......eseeeees habaSeebbos babbbeahbnes shes 
Py I co rskns ocknnsceascssinesdoscsesbaseseneess 
Robert MCKENMON 000.000000000000000000ce svcccccccesevese 
Lewis Baggot......scccseccrcccccecs 
cs coups ssebeskr sues sas subes bees oebkinars 
William H. Pyke...........- 
cub besb bhpasecenessAcan buensbeseeansohas 
PEN EI ON eninonbsacbeenwecbewns sede obbsens buesecee 
The heirs of Joel Porter...... : deep epee abuses eaebsoneee ewe 
re C0esccccce cocsscesececes 
Jobe Ward oocs ccccccessccs 
James Ward......s+e+ 


COCR SOO E See H EEL OEEE HEE BEEEEe 


eee ee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee eer) 





Cee ewe reese eeeses eeserseeeseseseees 


21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
2l 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 


vated. | 
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Bb OE BB cisecensners 
Pr Soxpenewenke sees 
BO BU sssesnwees esos 


Liveccccces-seccccces 


10. .coccccccescccccces 


Set WD iwsianonel 





lk ey eee owe nee 
fg Ree eter yy 
Debsseee esaeseceme paeat 








| 
2 °Or 5...00s esh es | 
Bebtisicsceces aia 
hey cs. seccsnsas inane 





Peewee eereesesesssvesess 





2 OY Bicsswenenen sess 
ee re 
20 or Pikssssechanciel 
iM iweccxnsncedl 
ROOF 45. ssscudewesnss 
BO GE BR sscesvsaccsse 
10 or 12...... ecccccce 

TOES cheswaesowsess 


BB OP OD ieseecsenn oes 


BOT Dicscedaesensies 
$5 ST WOc nes ceesondees 
3 OF 4rccccccccccces: 
£9 ' OF 15 ..csscceccnees 
BOE Wisc neseecmeces 
BOF BD ivisvctecccnss 
13 OF 18. cacccscceses 
7 OF Bi .cccccsccvccce 
8-OF 10..00cccccsecce 
25 or 30..... 


Wevesesccccccvce- cove 








SE Dosen aweewciwenen 


slanwe wus HOiwasibsswee pass 


cibbisieewseiDanuaniaicbnawes 


gisbenSeerDssaccuseacunss 


lsbcawens iO nwkbseeeacoece 
lien. sees Onuukeseesescss 


|eccceceedOesesvccccccecs 


Peer eeeeeesesereeeseee oeoe 


Escambia county ..... 


Sheek wasdOsesy sees eseaes 


peeeeeue WO cweeesssenewes 


sinein'essslOecnces oee0eeee 
bibisine SS HID bwin 's'9 a's oisulee 


anh eue ee scuweees essen 


sieewsleessMOsneuseesesine de] bones 


1819 1824 
1821 1824 


io are 


1821 1823 
1820 1824 
1820 1821 
1819 1821 
1819 1821 
1820 1824 
1820 1821 
1820 1824 
1820 1824 
1819 1823 
1820 1823 
1820 1824 
1820 1821 
1820 1824 
1819 1824 
1820 1821 
1820 1822 
1819 1822 
1820 1824 
1820 1821 
1819 1824 
1819 1824 
1820 1824 
1820 1824 
1821 1824 
1821 1824 
1819 1823 
1820 1823 
1820 1824 
1819 1824 
1820 1821 
1820 1824 
1820 1824 
1820 1824 
1821 1824 
1821 1824 
1820 1824 


Sines abd eMlOs ess esse leesies 


ssh einseslleeeen sane abe 


Shes oo 9st Obewas elas eeu aye 


babu pen stlWecneeseseseens 


Sear eeawlOakenep beasos es 
eT eee ere 
i ce 


SaeeeneeObeneee. Seeewe 


Sabie settDeesseneoeciviows 


psa b aU secenbas cess 
basen eMOeessessceesaes 
pssbibee WMO snd scseen0s% 

Jackson county......- 

Escambia county ..... 
SaeueehwlOseesseboenee ae 
cocccccedOcccccccevcccee 
voce ccceOccccccccccccce 
cc cclOcccece cccceses 
vides sieelOncesescesecces 
0000ecclOrcccesoeescces 
scccccceOccccceccceccce 
Ps eT ee 
Sesh wndeOsessetsesesees 
see eensOseresebbseeeue 
e000 cccedOcccccccccceese 
cove cccedOcecccccccccccs 
cove ccceROsccccccccccces 

Jackson county....... 
swe 14sUlOoaws scene soees 


peewee eObesbuninsdoces 


1820 1824 
1820 1821 
1819 1821 
soessses| SOL 
1820 1821 
1820 1824 
1820 1824 
scsscccceses| ORL 
1€20 1824 
1820 1824 
1820 1822 
1819 1821 


eye occcevccces|s veeEOsccces cocce 

Rewnsbbiewwseis abe aere less owewelOsnesee eesenece 

2 or 3 ccose bi] swine sol O sonnei aecesess 

RsGnese cuss estecs oon pnb SsD sw eees seen eens 

Disswioesseene see siesee|seeeabue GO. ccce0e Re 

acc . ee oe Sesh wees MOresaaeusboseesliGcoaescausst Meek 


1819 1824 
1819 1824 
1820 1821 
1819 1824 
1819 1821 
1819 1821 
1820 1821 
1820 ° | 1824 
1820 1821 
1820 1824 
1820 1824 


1821 
1821 


1821 


cobs weeweOhencssspenueeslenecooesesss 1821 


N50 0ss SPEDE econ ebesecese 
Disepw PD loeseseewecss's 





Sask aObesesuesosueae 


1820 1821 
1820 1821 
covccccccces| 1821 
1821 1824 





* In this and other cases where bianks are found in the column of the number of acres cultivated, the witnesses could not state the quantity. 
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I—Report of claims to land in West Florida—Continued. 








Names of claimants. 


JOH SMU 6 6 dccccccc ccccsscccvcccccescs sols eiv aves weeesleels 
Joseph ParrOt.... cceccecccccccecceccccescesececesseseee eae} 
James Folck...... ccccccccccccccccsccccccce pera cetn cased 


The heirs of Reuben Littleton........ ..- 
William Blunt.... cscccccccsccsvccecs 


William Brown ......ccccccvccesccsccccceccces cbs bees eens 
James Dennard .......ccccccccccccccccccccccccceseccsceses 
Presley Scurlock... ..cccccccceccccccccceces enseecede bp 


Hugh Robertson .......... 


John HOpson ....cccccccccccccccccccsccccsccccesseccccvecs 
Robert Sullavant...cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccs. voce 
James Irwin...... eisbis te d/sieie de SWS nuns wees wie ee-eeioy eee. Sewie 
Robert Thompson ......esseccccccscvccveccccesvesses cesses 
Jolin Hays....sccccccceeee ibis bre ayes einiauntehe:sieie'ee ew wiele lab ois e10\ioieie 
Henry MOSe€S ...ccccccccccccccccccccccscccsecs eoecccese 


Micajah Cadwell.........seeeseeee eveccccccces 
The heirs of William T. Nelson .......sseeeeceeevees 
Joseph Brooks ........scesecceee 
Thomas C. Richard .........e+eee0 wees 
Stephen Richard.......ccccccecscceeees 
William Chambles ......eseeeeeceess 
Charles Barnes .. .cccccccsccesccceccecs 
William McDonald .... cc... ccccccsccvccccccecccccecs 
Levin McClinton..........ee0% Saini since 
William Philips............00. 
Benjamin Hamilton .... 


Pee reeeeasereeees 
eeee 
Cee eeeeeeseseeeeses 
Ce seeeeceseseeseseese 


Cee meee reese seseseee sess eeeseseee 


The heirs of Moses Brently .......ccccccssccescescccesvcss 
Abraham PhIlIps. ... 0.00 ccceccccsccccccccsccccccccccccocs 
Andrew Farmer .......ccceecccesccees ele eet-deceseeeesisees 
Nathan Ward...... pene Raieeewecesene atslatere 
Joshua Scurlock .... 2... cesses 
Joseph Cobb.. ...ceeeceeeee cecccccccccs coves 
Daniel Lyran....cecccccssccccccccce 
John Bush.....csecccscecees 
David Evans... cccccccccccccccccs sovcccccvcccces 
Oliver Clr osc cecceccccccc cose ee cccccccsccccce siveuleviewa\e 
Benjamin Hogg .....cccccsecccccceccccccccccccccccecscces oe 
Hatton M. Hogg .......seeeceeeees 
TOWN HOgg..cccccccccccccccccccsscscccccscccccs 
Allis Wood.....- .... oe eccccveees 
Wikia PHOS s o0000 000000 000000 800000cccssee cssecesese cvs 
WHAT RICDONANG 655.05 o'scc0s00c00 veescsescceeseececces 
INAUIANIE! TIUNGSON 65.60ic cccceccccscectessccececesccees 
Adam Kimbrough..... o occeccccccccccoes 
The heirs of John Gwitr....ccsccccccccccecccssccccccccccces 
John Jones ...... 


Ce eeeee essere enee 
Pee een eeeseseseeesseseeeenns 
ee eeeeeesenes 
seeeeeces 


Cree ee esse esseeseereseeee 


POP Oe ee eres reser eeeeeeeeeees eee eset sees 


George Sharp....cceccccccccccecsccecees 
Peter J. Harvey....... eee canes 
Dempsey Jones ......eee0. cece 
Roland Clapp & Co....... 


Ce eeseerecsesees 


WOE NSUONT A a ca wise sewice oeseinciss esceeeeeccus ewes 0 Ceccccceccce 
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All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 


losed in 1814, but was not built upon and cultivated until 1822 or 1823. 


* This claim has already been reported in an abstract forwarded to Congress. Subsequent testimony shows that Mr. Durgan was not the head of a 
family in the year 1821 
{ This lot was enc 


SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
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CLAIM FOR MILITARY BOUNTY LAND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 1825. 


Mr. Campse.., of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of Thomas Arms, reported: 


The petitioner represents that, at the commencement of the late war, and for some time before, he 
resided in Canada; that soon after hostilities began he was draughted into the service of Great Britain; 
that, being unwilling to fight against the country of his birth, he deserted, and came to the United States; 
that in 1813, in the month of June, he volunteered as a substitute for his brother, John Arms, who was a 
private in a detachment commanded by Captain Godfrey, of Major Adams’ regiment of New York militia; 
that soon after he, with a number of others, was taken prisoner by the enemy at Black Rock; that he was 
taken thence to Montreal, Quebec, and Halifax, where, in February, 1814, he was exchanged, and ordered 
to ——, in Massachusetts, at which place he received three months’ pay; that thence he was ordered to 
Pittsfield, where he received from Captain Charles Fuller four months’ pay and six months’ clothing; and _ 
that about the Ist of May, 1814, he was discharged from service; that he has made application at the 
War Department for the benefit of the acts allowing bounty land to the Canadian volunteers, and was 
answered that the provisions of those acts having been construed to extend only to those soldiers who 
performed duty in the regular service, his request could not be granted; wherefore, he prays for such 
bounty as was allowed to the “Canadian volunteers.” 

The committee think it unnecessary to recite the testimony exhibited by the petitioner. From the 
petition it is evident he was a substitute for a soldier, who, it is not doubted, was brought into the service 
by draught. His employer’s military character was imparted to him. The substitution favored him with 
no privileges or bounties which could not have been claimed by the other privates of the same corps, or 
by his brother, had he continued in the army. His entrance into the service did not add one to the number 
of soldiers. It was to increase the military force of the country that bounties were promised. However, 
in the case of the Canadian volunteers, it may be said the extension of bounties was intended in some 
degree to indemnify for their losses. 

With these views the committee recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. 
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QUANTITY OF LAND SURVEYED AND REMAINING UNSOLD. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 20, 1825, 


Statement showing the quantity of land surveyed and remaining unsold June 30, 1823; the quantity of land 
surveyed since that period up to June 30, 1824, as far as surveys have been returned, and the quantity of 
land sold from June 30, 1823, to June 30, 1824; and the quantity of land surveyed which remained unsold 
June 30, 1824. Furnished by the Commissioner of the General Land Office upon the request of the 
honorable Mr. Benton of the Senate. 
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Statement showing the quantity of land surveyed and remaining unsold June 30, 1823—Continued. 
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Note.—The districts of St. Louis and Howard county are stated as they originally stood when the report of last year was rendered. 


period a new district has been organized out of these two districts, called the “ District of Salt River.’? 
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COPPER MINE LANDS 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1825. 


Since that 


f [2p Session. 


ON LAKE SUPERIOR. 


Letter from Governor Cass, of Michigan, on the advantage of purchasing the country upon Lake Superior 
where copper has been found, addressed to the Hon. Thomas H. Benton, of the Senate. 
Detroit, November 21, 1824. 


Dear Sir: In conformity with your request I shall proceed to state the advantages which would 
attend the purchase, by the United States, of the country upon Lake Superior where copper has been 


found. 


Since I had last the honor to address you upon this subject further researches have been made, 
under the direction of Mr. Schoolcraft, which have resulted in a conviction that that district of country is 
richer in mineral productions than has been heretofore supposed. Mr. Schoolcraft has promised to 
communicate to you such information respecting this subject as is in his possession; and as he will 
probably visit Washington during the winter, he will be able to satisfy any inquiries you may be disposed 


to make. 
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The Indian population is very thinly scattered upon the southern shore of Lake Superior. Along the 
whole line of coast from the Sault St. Marie to the Fond du Lac, no article of food is raised by them; they 
depend for their support principally upon the fish, and partially upon the scanty supply of game which 
is furnished by that inhospitable country. 

The metalliferous region is upon and about the lake shore, and the extinction of the Indian title to 
such a portion of it as may be deemed advantageous would not diminish their means of subsistence. But 
I still think, as I thought originally, that it would be most proper to negotiate with them for the right to 
explore the country, and to carry on mining operations wherever appearances may promise the most 
productive result. But little would be gained by an attempt to push permanent settlements into those 
regions. And this is all we could promise ourselves from an absolute extinction of title. All the 
advantages we could expect to derive from the mineral riches of the country would be gained by the 
right to procure and take away any portion of them. The injury to be anticipated from a cession to the 
United States is, that the laws regulating trade and intercourse with the Indians would cease to operate, 
and embarrassments might be produced by the establishment of traders not subject to the present 
wholesome restraints of the laws. 

No calculation can be made of the extent and pecuniary value of these copper mines. No doubt is 
entertained but that the metal may be procured with as much ease as in any part of the world; in fact, it 
is well known that large masses of pure malleable copper have been discovered in different parts of the 
country, and there is every reason to believe that when those regions are fully explored these masses 
will be found to be still more abundant. 

The return transportation from the Sault St. Marie to Buffalo is, and must continue to be, low. The 
freight is principally up the lakes, and there are few articles which that portion of the country produces 
for exportation; vessels, therefore, generally return wholly or partially empty. 

The cost of making the purchase I have described may be kept within the sum of $10,000 and full 
justice be done to the Indians interested. It might, I doubt not, be made for a much less sum were it 
consonant to the principles or policy of the government to procure cessions from the Indians at the lowest 
possible rate; but it is due to the character of our country, and to the feelings of our citizens, that, in 
our negotiations with these wretched people, we should remember our own strength and wealth, and 
their weakness and poverty; that we should look back upon what they have lost and we have gained, 
and never forget the great moral debt we owe them. 

Apart from any views connected with the cession I have mentioned, there are other considerations 
which render it proper that a negotiation should be opened with the Lake Superior Indians. That you 
may understand fully the situation and feelings of these Indians I enclose the copy of a letter addressed by 
me to the War Department; as the transmission of it is not strictly in conformity with official etiquette, 
I must commit it to your discretion. 

It is probable that the convocation of the Chippewa chiefs of the Lake Superior country to a council, 
at some proper point upon the lake shore, would supersede the employment of other and harsher measures. 
Such explanations and representations might be made as would satisfy them of the necessity of surrender- 
ing the perpetrators of the late outrages, and of restraining their people from the commission of similar 
acts in future. We must either persuade or compel them to do us justice, and much is gained for the great 
cause of humanity by the adoption of the former rather than the latter course. 

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, Senator in Congress, Washington. 





18rH Coneress.] No. 441. [2p Sesston. 








CLAIMS TO LAND BETWEEN THE LINES OF LUDLOW AND ROBERTS, OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2], 1825. 


Mr. Ranxty, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the President’s message, with 
certain documents relating to the valuation of certain lands in the State of Ohio, situated between 
Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, directed to be made by the act of May 26, 1824, entitled “ An act to 
authorize the President of the United States to enter into certain negotiations relative to lands 
located under Virginia military land warrants, lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the 
State of Ohio,” with the remonstrances of sundry citizens of Ohio and Virginia in relation to said 
lines, reported: 


That your committee deem a detailed report of the facts of the case at this time unnecessary, as a 
full report was made on the same subject to this House, by a select committee, May 4, 1824, and which 
your committee pray may be considered a part of this report.—(See No. 410, vol. 3, page 721.) The 
documents accompanying the President’s message contain a very full and detailed statement of all the 
facts not embraced by the former report. 

Your committee are unanimously of the opinion that purchasers from the United States, who purchased 
under the faith of the government, and who are understood to have made large improvements on the lands, 
ought not to be disturbed in their possessions and deprived of the fruits of their industry, provided the 
adverse claims can be quieted without a very unreasonable sacrifice on the part of the government. To 
a numerous class of valuable citizens, deprived of their homes after years of tedious and expensive 
litigation, the purchase money and interest would be a very inadequate and unsatisfactory remuneration, 
while the government, without having regard to the claim which would be made for the valuable 
improvements of which the citizens would be deprived, would be compelled to pay a much larger sum 
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than that proposed for a compromise with the claimants under Virginia military land warrants. Your 
committee, therefore, report a bill authorizing the President to purchase from the owners of the Virginia 
military land warrants located prior to June 26, 1812, between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ line, releases of 
all their claims. 





To the House of Representatives: 


In compliance with an act of Congress, which originated in the House of Representatives, passed 
May 26, 1824, ‘‘to authorize the President of the United States to enter into certain negotiations relative 
to lands located under Virginia military land warrauts, lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the 
State of Ohio,” I herewith transmit a report, with accompanying documents, from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, showing the measures which have been taken under the provisions of the 


aforesaid act. 
JAMES MONROE. 
Wasutineton, December 13, 1824. 





Genera. Lanp Orrice, December 13, 1824. 


Sir: In pursuance of an act of Congress passed on the 26th of May last, Jonah Baldwin, David Huston, 
and William Ward, esquires, of Ohio, were appointed commissioners to ascertain the value of the lands, 
exclusive of improvements, lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the State of Ohio, and which are 
claimed under Virginia military warrants. The papers marked A and B contain the instructions to and 
the report of the commissioners as to the value of these lands. The paper marked C (not now to be 
found) is a plat exhibiting the interferences of these lands with the public surveys; and that marked D 
shows the quantity of land claimed under Virginia military warrants which has been sold by the United 
States; the price at which it has been sold; the quantity thus claimed which remains unsold; and the 
valuation of these lands, as reported by the commissioners. The paper marked E is a copy of the decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Doddridge’s Lessee against Thompson & 
Wright.—(See No. 410, page 620.) To decide how far the claims included in the report of the commis- 
sioners come within the principles of the decision of the Supreme Court, it will be necessary to take a 
view of the facts in relation to these claims as connected with the several acts of Congress and the 
decision of the court. 

Previous to the year 1804 a line was run, under the authority of the surveyor general of the United 
States, by Mr. Ludlow, from the head of the Little Miami towards the head of the Scioto river as far as 
the Indian boundary line. The public surveys were made up to and in conformity to that line; and, by the 
act of June 26, 1812, this line was recognized as the boundary line of the military reservation. In the 
year 1812 a line was run under the authority of commissioners of the United States, appointed under the 
act of 1812, to establish, in conjunction with commissioners on the part of the State of Virginia, the 
boundary of lands between the Miami and Scioto rivers, as reserved by the State of Virginia to satisfy 
the warrants issued by that State to the officers and soldiers on her continental establishment. This line 
is called Roberts’ line; it lies west of Ludlow’s line, and has been declared by the decision of the Supreme 
Court to be the true boundary of the lands as originally reserved between the Scioto and Miami by the 
State of Virginia for the purpose above mentioned, and that part of it which lies north of the old Indian 
boundary line was established as the proper boundary of the reservation by the act of April 11, 1818. 
The lands lying between these two lines and the old Indian boundary amount to 51,916 acres, the whole 
of which has been surveyed, and nearly all of it sold by the United States at different periods from the 
year 1804 to the year 1819; the first public sale of this land took place in the year 1804. 

In the year 1804 an act passed declaring that Ludlow’s line should be considered as the boundary 
line of the lands reserved by the State of Virginia, provided that State within two years passed an act to 
recognize such line as the boundary of the reservation. The second section of this act limits the right 
of entering Virginia military warrants to a period not exceeding three years from the date of that act. 
The principle of limitation established by this act is recognized by the decision of the Supreme Court to 
be a correct one. An act passed March 2, 1807, extending the period for locating and surveying Virginia 
military warrants, with a provision ‘that no locations, as aforesaid, within the above-mentioned tract 
shall, after the passing of this act, be made on tracts of land for which patents have been previously 
issued, or which had been previously surveyed.” Subsequent acts, containing the same proviso, have 
extended the period for making locations up to this time. Subsequent to the passage of this act of March 
2, 1807, and previous to the passage of that of June 26, 1812, nearly all the lands lying between Ludlow’s 
and Roberts’ lines were covered by entries made under Virginia military warrants; all these entries were, 
however, afterwards withdrawn, with the exception of those covering the lands valued by the commis- 
sioners, and included in their report referred to. 

It has been declared by the decision of the Supreme Court above referred to, that the proviso to the 
act of 1807 does not comprehend the lands surveyed by the surveyor general and patented by the United 
States. It was, however, believed, previous to that decision, that whatever might have been the intention 
of the author of that proviso the terms used could not be satisfied unless they did comprehend the lands 
surveyed and patented by the United States. The whole course of decisions under the Virginia land laws 
go to show that a location made on lands previously regularly patented, where the warrant under which 
the location is made and the patent emanate from the same authority, is void; if the patent has been 
fraudulently obtained it is of no effect. Without the proviso, therefore, is made to extend to the lands 
surveyed by the United States, that part of it which relates to patented lands would seem to be inoperative. 
When the act of 1804 was passed, it is manifest that it had not been accurately ascertained whether the 
line of the public surveys run by Ludlow was east or west of a true line run from the head of the Miami 
to the head of the Scioto. It was believed to approximate so near to such a line, however, that Congress 
was willing to establish it as the boundary line. It is reasonable, therefore, to suppose that, in 1807, 
when they had acquired the right, that they would have protected their own surveys. And when, in the 
proviso to the act of 1807, words were used which in their strict and technical meaning were not appli- 
cable to any other general description of lands but the public lands patented by the United States, the 
executive officers were justified in believing that they had protected these lands by that proviso, and 
particularly so when it was known that previous to the passage of that act no entry on Virginia military 
warrants had been made west of Ludlow’s line. This inference, too, would seem to be sanctioned by 
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the act of April 11, 1818; this act is not referred to in the decision of the Supreme Court; it is retro- 
spective in its provisions, and declares ‘that no patent shall be granted on any location and survey that 
has or may be made west of the aforesaid respective lines.” Notwithstanding the repetition in this and 
subsequent acts of the proviso contained in the act of 1807, it is difficult to conceive how such an act 
could have been passed but from a knowledge of the fact that no locations of Virginia military warrants 
had been made west of Ludlow’s line previous to the passage of the act of 1807, and from an impression 
that the proviso to that act comprehended the lands surveyed and patented under the authority of the 
United States. Under any other view of the subject the provisions of the act of 1818 are manifest viola- 
tions of private rights. If, however, the decision of the Supreme Court, that the proviso to the act of 
1807 does not comprehend the lands surveyed under the authority of the surveyor general, is correct, 
then are all the locations made on Virginia military warrants between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines 
previous to June 26, 1812, and which have not been withdrawn, valid, and the claimants have an equitable 
title to the lands covered by such locations, whether they have or have not been surveyed and patented. 
The report of the commissioners includes all the lands thus claimed, and the documents communicated 
show that of these lands one tract was patented previous to the establishment of this office, and four 
others immediately after the establishment of it. There is, however, good reason to believe that they 
were patented without a knowledge of the fact that the lands lay west of Ludlow’s line. The residue of 
the lands appear all to have been surveyed previous to June 26, 1812, with the exception of one location, in 
the name of Samuel Johnston and John Moore, for two hundred and fifty acres, made November 12, 1812. 
The paper marked F contains the correspondence with the claimants, and shows the terms on which 
they propose to relinquish their claims to the lands valued by the commissioners. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. GEORGE GRAHAM. 


The Preswent of the United States. 





A. 
GenerAL Lanp Orrice, June 19, 1824. 


GENTLEMEN: In pursuance of an act of Congress passed May 26, 1824, a copy of which is enclosed, 
the President of the United States has appointed you to appraise and ascertain the value of the lands, 
exclusive of any improvements thereon, lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the State of Ohio, 
which have been sold by the United States, and which are claimed by persons under Virginia military 
land warrants. It is expected that you will go upon each tract claimed under the Virginia military 
warrants, carefully examine it, and ascertain its present cash value if it were not improved. 

From the enclosed statement it appears that there are 14,075 acres of land between Roberts’ and 
Ludlow’s lines which are claimed under Virginia military warrants; that, of the land thus claimed, 11,346.37 
acres have been sold by the United States at $2 per acre; 2,122.76 at $4; and that 605.87 remain unsold. 

The accompanying plats exhibit the interferences of the military surveys with those made by the United 
States, and will enable you readily to ascertain the position of the land, as they are believed to be very 
accurately laid down, with the exception of the two surveys in the name of Bowman, and these are 
believed to be nearly if not entirely correct. 

I have to request, however, that you will ascertain precisely the southwest corner of the survey No. 
6928, in the name of A. Bowman; and if it should fall within section thirty-six, township five, range 
thirteen, you will then ascertain the quantity of land in Bowman’s survey which may be within that 
section. You will also ascertain the distance from the southeast corner of section thirty-six, township 
five, range thirteen, to the intersection of the north boundary line of survey No. 6923, with the east line 
of sections thirty-five or thirty-six, in township five, range thirteen, as the point of intersection may be 
north or south of that corner. As General McArthur is interested in the military surveys, and made most 
of them himself, it is desirable that you should advise him of the time and place of your meeting, as he 
will be able to give you such information in relation to the corners and lines of the military surveys as 
will greatly facilitate the duties required of you. 

Your compensation will be three dollars a day for every day each of you may be engaged in the 
performance of the duties required, exclusive of any expenses that may be necessarily incurred for 
surveyors, chain-carriers, or guides. Congress having, however, made no appropriation for this object, 
you will forward your account to this office, and the amount will be paid as soon as an appropriation can 


be obtained. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, GEORGE GRAHAM. 


JonaH Batpwiy, Davin Huston, and Wituiam Warp, Commissioners. 
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GenerRAL Lanp Orrice, August 31, 1824. 


GENTLEMEN: I enclose a copy of an entry, No. 7619, in the name of Samuel Johnson and John Moore, 
for two hundred and fifty acres of land, which lies between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts, and which 
has not been withdrawn. I have, therefore, to request that you will ascertain the value of the lands 
covered by this entry, in pursuance of the instructions which you have received for carrying into effect 
the act of May 26, 1824. You have laid down on the plats forwarded the survey No. 6920, which this 
entry adjoins, and I presume that General McArthur can furnish you with such a connected plat of survey 
No. 6501, and the other entries which it depends upon, as will enable you to ascertain its position and 
interference with the lands surveyed by the United States. As no survey has been made in this case, I 
wish you to make a separate report in relation to it. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 

JonaH Batpwiy, Davin Huston, and Wu. Warp, Esquires, Ohio. 





B. 


Ocroper 20, 1824. 


We, the undersigned, appointed by the President of the United States, pursuant to an act of Congress 
passed May 26, 1824, to appraise and ascertain the value of the lands, exclusive of the improvements 
thereon, lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the State of Ohio, which have been sold by the 
United States, and which are claimed by persons under Virginia military warrants, have attended to the 
duties assigned us by said act and your instructions bearing date June 18, 1824, and they now submit 
for the consideration of the President the following report: 

We, the undersigned, met on the business of our appointment in the town of Springfield, Clark 
county, Ohio, on the 24th of August last past, and thence proceeded to make an actual examination of the 
land above referred to—that is to say: The land contained in survey No. 6912, entered in the name of 
Duncan McArthur, we estimated at $4 50 per acre. The land contained in survey No. 6913, entered in 
the name of John and Matthew Hobson, we estimated at $2 25 per acre. In survey No. 6914, entered in 
the name of John and Matthew Hobson, we estimated at $4 per acre. In survey No. 6915, entered in the 
name of John and Matthew Hobson, we estimated at $2 50 per acre. In survey No. 6919, entered in the 
name of Duncan McArthur, we estimated at $4 50 per acre. In survey No. 6927, entered in the name of 
Abraham Bowman, we estimated at $5 per acre. In survey No. 6922, entered in the name of John and 
Matthew Hobson, we estimated at $6 per acre. In survey Nos. 6923 and 6926, entered in the name of 
John and Matthew Hobson, we estimated at $2 per acre. In survey No. 6928, entered in the name of 
Abraham Bowman, we estimated at $2 25 per acre. In survey No. 6929, entered in the name of Abraham 
Bowman, we estimated at $3 50 per acre. 

And also, upon examination and actual survey, we find that survey No. 6928 does not interfere with 
section thirty-six, township five, and range thirteen; and we further ascertained that the southeast corner 
of section thirty-six, township five, range thirteen, lies thirty poles north of the north boundary of survey 
No. 6923. 

We further state that Aaron L. Hunt, whose account is herewith enclosed, was by us employed to 
perform the necessary surveying required in examining the aforesaid lands; which is respectfully submitted. 

JONAH BALDWIN, 
DAVID HUSTON, 
WILLIAM WARD, 


Vommissioners. 


Pursuant to instructions from the General Land Office, bearing date August 31, 1824, we beg leave 
to submit the following report: 
That upon actual view and examination of the lands covered by entry No. 7619, mentioned in said 
instructions, we estimate the value of the same at $3 per acre; which is respectfully submitted. 
JONAH BALDWIN, 
DAVID HUSTON, 
WILLIAM WARD, 
Commissioners. 
GrorcE Granam, Commissioner of the General Land Office of the United States. 
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[This paper consists of the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Dod- 
dridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson & Wright, which is inserted in Doc. No, 410, vol. 3, page 722.] 





GeNeERAL Lanp Orrice, December 3, 1824. 


Sir: I enclose you_a copy of the report made by the commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act 
of the last session of Congress to value those lands lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, which 
were claimed under titles derived from Virginia military warrants, and which had been sold by the 
United States. 

I also enclosed a statement showing the valuation of the lands contained in each military survey, as 
reported by the commissioners, and the prices at which these lands, respectively, have been sold, so far 
as the quantities could be calculated from the plats in this office. From this statement it will appear that, 
of the 14,075 acres of land, valued by the commissioners to be worth $62,515 35 at present, 1,864.68 acres 
sold at $4 per acre, 11,614.32 sold at $2 per acre, and 598 acres remain unsold. The unsold lands have 
been valued by the commissioners to be worth $1,666 91, and the purchase money of the lands sold amounts 
to $30,679 36, of which sum it is estimated that $28,676 have been paid. These lands were sold in small 
quantities at different periods from the year 1804 to 1817, and no satisfactory calculation can be made of 
the interest which would accrue on the different payments without an accurate resurvey showing the 
precise interference of the public surveys with each of the military surveys. 

From a general view of the subject, I should presume that the gross amount of interest which would 
be demandable by the individual purchasers in the event of the loss of their lands might be estimated to 
be equal to twelve years’ interest on the amount of the purchase money. Assuming this data, the follow- 
ing results will be exhibited: 


De UE TI) 655s sds oe toe cence dccwene (teen cwsx kee kes ce REES ..+-. $30,679 36 
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PN iit ccevwnds i ik it id an tine ee Oe Ee rr Re RT ne 8,079 84 


To enable the President to make to Congress the report required by the «ct of the last session, I have 
to request that you will, as soon as practicable, inform me what portion of the lands valued by the com- 
missioners you claim, and upon what terms you will relinquish to the United States such claim. 


Iam, &c., 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Duncan McArruvr, House of Representatives. 


P. S.—Mr. Doddridge has proposed to relinquish his claim for the original purchase money, with 
interest. 
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Wettssure, Brooke Court-House, Virginia, November 15, 1824. 


Dear Sir: Although the persons appointed by the President to report the value of the lands recovered 
by me in the suit of Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson & Wright, and other lands similarly situated, have, 
as I suppose, long since discharged that duty, I am ignorant how they have reported. The President is 
also directed to report on what terms we will release our claims. I am only interested in the 700 acres 
1 recovered, which I am led to believe contains a considerable surplus quantity of acres. The officers of 
the United States entered on these lands many years since, and surveyed and sold them as public lands. 
I believe mine was all sold, part at four dollars and part at two dollars per acre. I know not the 
respective quantities sold at the above prices. Iam not desirous to take benefit by the labor of others, 
and propose to relinquish my claim upon receiving from the government what the purchasers paid to it, 
with interest from the payment to the government until Iam paid. This will place the purchasers in 
security, and will leave the government where it would have been in relation to this business if its officers 
had not fallen into the error they did fall into. The act of the government’s officers in surveying these 
lands and selling them as public property, together with the refusal of the former commissioner to grant 
the other patents on a regular application made by General McArthur, threw such doubts on the title as 
to place these lands completely out of the market at a time when the minimum price of public lands, good 
and bad, was two dollars. The subsequent reduction ought not to affect us, because it was not our fault 
but the act of government which prevented a sale when the price of good land in that country was at 
least threefold what it now is. 

If it be not improper, or too much trouble, would you inform me what my land has been valued at? 

Be good enough to lay this before the President. 

P. DODDRIDGE. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Wasurneton City, December 6, 1824. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 3d instant, with the copy of 
the report of the commissioners appointed in pursuance of an act of the last session of Congress to value 
the lands lying between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts, claimed by virtue of locations made upon 
Virginia military land warrants, and sold by the United States, and your statement showing the valuation 
of each military survey as reported by the said commissioners. 

In answer to that part of your letter which asks information as to the portion of these lands which I 
claim, and upon what terms I will relinquish them to the United States, I can state that I claim the whole 
of the lands embraced in the first report of the commissioners aforesaid, with the exception of survey 
No. 6927, of 700 acres, sold and conveyed by me to Philip Doddridge, which is 13,375 acres, valued at 
$60,940 25. My title papers will be exhibited at the General Land Office whenever required. 

I am willing to transfer or relinquish these lands to the United States for the amount at which they 
were valued by the commissioners. 

DUNCAN McARTHOR. 

GrorcE Granay, Esq. 





Wasurneton Crry, December 8, 1824. 


Sir: With regard to my military land claim between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts, I am, upon 
reflection, induced to add other propositions to that contained in my letter to you of the 16th instant, to 
wit: for all those claims, except survey No. 6922, of 6,220 acres, I am willing to take land warrants for 
an equal quantity of land, to be located upon any lands of the United States. And for the said survey, 
No. 6922, I propose either to accept the amount of money at which it was valued by the commissioners, 
or to keep it and prosecute my claim for the recovery thereof against the tenants in possession. 

Thus my propositions now stand: Ist, to accept from the government for the whole of my land claims 
between the said lines the amount at which they were valued by the commissioners; 2d, to receive from 
the government 7,155 acres of land warrants in exchange for surveys numbered 6912, 6913, 6914, 6915, 
6919, 6927, 6923, 6926, and 6929, which together contain the quantity of 7,155 acres; and for survey No. 
6922, of 6,220 acres, the value in money assessed by the commissioners; or 3d, to retain the last men- 
tioned survey, No. 6922, of 6,220 acres, and to receive 7,155 acres of land warrants in exchange for the 
other surveys, which in all contain the like quantity of acres. 

I have been induced to make the first proposition with a view to the final settlement of my land claims 
between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts without further litigation, although I would prefer holding these 
lands, were they clear of incumbrance, to receiving the amount at which they have been valued. 

In the second place, I have proposed to receive land warrants in exchange for a part of these lands, 
preferring lands to money, so far as I have not immediate demand for money. 

Although it would to me be most painful to be compelled to prosecute my claims at law against those 
who hold these lands under purchases from the United States, from the advice of the most able counsel I 
feel confident that it may be done with success, as much so where patents have been refused by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office as if they had been granted. 

Should those who have the management of the business on the part of the United States prefer it, I 
am ready to go into a legal investigation of the unpatented claims and to abide the final decision of the 
court. 

Iam, &c., DUNCAN McARTHUR. 

Hon. G. Granam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


Your memorialists respectfully represent that they are holders of Virginia military continental land 
warrants; that the good land between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, in the State of Ohio, is com- 
pletely exhausted; that the agents of the United States did survey and mark the western boundary line 
of the said tract of country from one of the sources of the Little Miami north 20° west towards that of the 
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Scioto river in such a manner as to cut off from the Virginia military district very nearly 40,000 acres of 
land on the south side of the Greenville treaty line, the greater part of which may be termed arable, and 
of tolerable fertility; that the land so cut off was surveyed by the United States, and sold by them to 
many individuals who settled and improved the same; that your memorialists did respect the said line ag 
the western boundary of the said Virginia military district, and made no entries to interfere with the 
lands surveyed or sold by the government west of it. And they respectfully request the Congress of the 
United States to permit them, as well as all other holders of such warrants, to locate them on any of the 
unsold lands of the United States in the State of Ohio to an amount equal in quantity as well as quality 
to the land so cut off from the Virginia military district as aforesaid. 

But, as General Duncan McArthur claims about 13,000 acres of land west of Ludlow’s line, the value 
of which he asks from the government, which, if paid, may be deemed a sufficient compensation for the 
whole, or at least as full payment for the quantity claimed by him, your memorialists beg leave to make 
the following observations in relation to this claim, and to endeavor to show how little of the true merits 
of the whole matter was decided in the suit in ejectment of “ Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson & Wright” 
at the last term of the Supreme Court, upon which so much has been asked and so much expected: 

That suit was determined at common law upon certain agreed facts made and submitted to the court 
by the plaintiff, Doddridge, and Mr. Wright, the district attorney of. the United States at the time. An 
agreed case, in which the following points,among others, were agreed to: Ist, that, ‘in particular,” the 
line run by Roberts is the true line between the sources of the aforesaid two rivers; and 2d, that before 
the entry was made, under which the lessor of the plaintiff claims, “the premises in question were, among 
other lands, surveyed and offered for sale by the public officers of the United States, acting under the 
authority of the laws of the United States, but were not sold.” Upon these two points, and the legal 
meaning of the different acts of Congress regulating the manner of making military entries and surveys, 
the judgment of the court was principally founded. But, although the judgment of the court be conclusive 
as to these agreed facts, admitting them, for the present, to be actually true, which the first is not, as a rule 
of law by which all the other claims of Gencral McArthur are to be determined, is entirely groundless. 

General McArthur made all his entries on November 19, 1810. Before that day 4,756 acres of the 
land covered by his entries stood on the register’s books as land sold, no part of which was afterwards 
forfeited by the purchasers. Besides this, a pretty large quantity stood then on the said books as land sold, 
which was afterwards forfeited, but how much it amounted to cannot be very easily ascertained; for at 
the time of forfeiture the names of the forfeit purchasers were erased from the plats in the office, and the 
very great number of purchasers’ names on the register’s books renders it extremely difficult for private 
individuals to obtain this information. In addition, we might mention a tract of 168 acres of this land 
which was given by the United States to the State of Ohio for the support of schools. Of the land thus 
sold, some of it was patented before and some of it after the date of General McArthur’s entries. And 
your memorialists beg leave to state here that the best, not the worst, land is uniformly the first that is sold 
where there is but one price and a free choice. So far, then, as these facts go, a very different case is 
presented to your consideration from the one determined by the Supreme Court in the agreed case of 
Doddridge vs. Thompson & Wright. 

The right to make locations by virtue of Virginia military continental land warrants on the lands 
between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers is clearly dependent on the will of the national legislature, 
as settled by the opinion of the Supreme Court in the aforesaid cause. But the government acted in the 
exercise of this right with great moderation and fairness; for, before Ludlow’s line was run and marked, 
the then surveyor general, by virtue of instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury, requested 
information from General McArthur and Mr. Lucas Sullivant, the two military surveyors who had the 
best knowledge of the northerly part of the Virginia military district, to enable him to have a true line 
run and marked between the sources of these two rivers, that of the Scioto being in the country of the 
Indian tribes. Upon their information the line was run by Israel Ludlow from the source of the eastern- 
most fork of the Little Miami river north 20° west to the Greenville treaty line and there ended, as it was 
not thought to be good policy to excite the jealousy of the Indian tribes by extending it through their 
country to the Scioto river. It must, however, be confessed that Mr. Ludlow, in obeying his instructions, 
manifested a disposition to curtail the military lands by selecting the right hand fork of the Little Miami 
river as the main stream instead of the left hand fork, which is both the largest and the longest of the 
two, by which means about 30,000 acres of land were cut off from the.Virginia district lying between 
these two forks. 

From these premises it may be naturally and fairly inferred that, so far as sales were made by the 
agents of the government before November 19, 1810, the day of the date of General McArthur’s 
entries, whether forfeited afterwards or not, were as completely prohibitory of the right to make military 
entries as an act of Congress prescribing general boundaries for the location of Virginia military warrants; 
the first being a special act, which restrains the right as to any particular spot, the other such a general 
rule as limits it to a more extensive tract of country. Now, as 4,756 acres, which were never afterwards 
forfeited, besides a pretty large quantity which was afterwards forfeited, stood on the register’s books on, 
before, and after the said November 19, 1810, as land sold, as well as 168 acres appropriated for schools, 
the entries made by General McArthur, if this doctrine be sound in law, so far at least as they cover such 
lands, were illegal and void at the time they were made; and, being illegal and void then, they could not 
become good and valid afterwards by any accidental circumstances, for it is a maxim of law that whatever 
is not legal at its origin can never, of itself, become so afterwards. 

For the land sold by the United States before the date of General McArthur’s entries, patents were 
granted by the President to the respective purchasers, some of them dated before and some of them after 
the date of his entries; and it is believed that all the grants so issued are older than those to General 
McArthur on his military claims. He cannot therefore recover, in one of these cases, in a court of law; 
and that the title to land which was patented before the date of his entries cannot be disturbed by his 
claims is incontrovertible, as was determined by the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of 
Anderson vs, Huffhagle and others. Now, if the grant of the President be conclusive in these cases, does 
it not follow that the act of the President, by the register, as the agent of the government, in selling any 
part of this land to an individual before the date of General McArthur’s entries, is equally conclusive ? 
It appears to follow as a matter of course. These points were not, however, touched in the case of Dodd- 
ridge vs. Thompson & Wright, and for an obvious reason—they did not belong to it. 

It appears, also, that the different acts of Congress giving further time to purchasers of the public 
lands to make payment, so far as these lands are embraced, are such recognitions and confirmations of 
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the acts of the register of the Cincinnati land office in selling them as would be equal to an actual prohi- 
bition to locate military warrants there. 

Besides all this, the government ought not to be disturbed in the sale of the public lands by the 
intrusion of individuals; nor can it be presumed that, by the acts of Congress of 1807 and 1810, granting 
further time for making entries and returning surveys on Virginia military warrants, the government 
really intended that the holders of such warrants should have the right to appropriate land which was 
surveyed, sold, or offered for sale by its agents, and thereby overturn the validity of its own acts. The 

resumption must be the very opposite of this; for it is impossible to believe that Congress would 
willingly arm an enemy for its own injury. The intention of government is, therefore, decidedly against 
the claim set up by General McArthur. But why, it may be asked, were these points not made at the 
trial of the cause of Doddridge vs. Thompson & Wright? This action was determined at common law; 
and as these are equitable considerations, it is believed that they could only be urged in a court of equity. 
And, even admitting that the whole of the agreed facts are true, your memorialists firmly believe that the 
whole claim set up by General McArthur, including even the land which stood at the dates of his entries 
on the register’s books as unsold, fairly and fully examined by a court of equity, would be adjudged to be 
invalid, as contrary to the obvious intention of Congress. 

Your memorialists beg further to draw the attention of the uational legislature to the consequences 
arising from the payment of a very large sum of money to an individual not only on claims that are 
entirely groundless, but even on doubtful ones. How greatly, as a precedent, the heedless grant of money 
tends to degrade the government, increase its expense, and sink the national character! It is certainly, 
too, very doubtful, even in a case certain, whether the United States, being more able, ought to pay more 
than an individual under similar circumstances, even on agreed cases. After the fullest investigation, the 
unsuccessful litigant in such a case could only be required to refund the purchase money with interest; 
and the tenant in possession would recover from the successful litigant the value of his improvements. 
And it does appear to us, and we respectfully state it, that if the United States are inclined to be chival- 
rously generous, the payment of money had much better be made to the purchasers from the government 
than to the intruder; for the valuation of these lands, as estimated by the United States commissioners, 
and the value of their improvements from the successful litigant, would be a most acceptable considera- 
tion to nine-tenths of the occupants of the land—the best sale they could make in these hard times; there- 
fore think of them we pray you. Another consideration for thinking of them is, that all the money paid 
to them would be reinvested in the purchase and improvement of new and uncultivated portions of the 
public lands. A contrary mode of payment will operate as a bounty to intrusion—encourage and justify 
every attempt to extract money from the public coffers. 

But that part of the agreed case which is entitled to your first as well as your last consideration is 
that part of it where it is agreed that, “in particular,” the line run by Charles Roberts is the true line 
between the sources of the Little Miami and Scioto rivers. There is such a thing as giving away causes 
by agreement, however innocently it may be done; an instance of which your memorialists could easily 
refer to in Wheaton’s reports. The aforesaid agreed case is another; for that Roberts’ line is a true line 
between the sources of these two rivers is utterly without foundation. This assertion is founded on the 
following facts, to wit: 

The line run by Israel Ludlow at 33 miles from the source of the right hand fork of the Little Miami 
is intersected by the left hand fork of this river about 430 poles west from its source, the latter fork being 
the largest as well as the longest of the two. And neither of them having obtained the name of the 
Little Miami, to the exclusion of the other, at any time anterior to the period when Ludlow’s line was run, 
it must follow, agreeably to the rule laid down by the Supreme Court in the said agreed case, that the 
largest as well as the longest fork must be considered the true river. This fork, therefore, has its source 
among the military surveys about 430 poles east from its intersection with Ludlow’s line. The highest 
point to which the Scioto can be traced is a large wet prairie or swamp, which is during the wet season 
an extensive sheet of water, discharging itself into both the Scioto and the great Miami rivers. At the 
heads of streams in flat countries this is not uncommon. Where the Scioto leaves the prairie it has a very 
small, flat channel, and is, excepting in the spring months, entirely dry. The place upon which Charles 
Roberts fixed as the source of this river is 667 poles south 75° west from this point, at a small pond on 
the edge of the prairie; between which two points there is neither channel nor the least appearance of 


current at any season of the year. The time when Mr. Roberts, with the commissioners of the United | 


States and Virginia, examined this flat country was a very unfavorable one to make the proper examina- 
tions. It was in the fall of 1812, when no water could be seen there, excepting in a number of small 
ponds in the prairie, and when danger was apprehended from roaming parties of hostile Indians. At this 
time, however, the Virginia commissioners insisted upon it that the left hand fork of the Little Miami 
river was the main branch. 

By running, therefore, a true line from the source of the largest fork of the Little Miami to the point 
of the wet prairie or swamp where the branch of the Scioto river leaves it, it would pass through the 
military surveys till it reached about the twentieth mile tree on Ludlow’s line into the lands sold by the 
United States, dividing them in such a way as to leave about two-fifths on the military and three-fifths on 
the United States sides of Ludlow’s line. But your memorialists respectfully suggest the propriety of 
having competent men, not residents of the State of Ohio, appointed to make the proper examination of 
the country, that their report may settle the controversy; and as we enjoy profound peace with the 
Indian tribes, the proper time and season for its complete examination may be devoted to it. 

And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

JOHN WATTS, Bedford, Virginia. 

WALTER DUN, Chilicothe, Ohio. 

CADWALLADER WALLACE. 

JOHN A. FULTON, Chilicothe, Ohio. 

JOSEPH KERR, Chilicothe, Ohio. 

N. -BEASLEY, Decatur, Ohio. 

JAMES GALLOWAY, of Xenia, Ohio. 

LYNE STARLING, for himself and the 
heirs of Lucas Sullivant, Columbus. 

WM. KENDALL, of Scioto county, Ohio. 

ALLEN LATHAM, of Chilicothe, Ohio. 


DecemBer 13, 1824. 
VoL, Iv——10 ¢ 
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Lower Buve Licks, Kentucky, August 2, 1824. 


Dear Sir: By a letter just received from home I understand it to be your wish to know how General 
McArthur has succeeded west of Ludlow’s line. In the action of ejectment against Wright and Thompson, 
carried to the Supreme Court of the United States, he has recovered, or rather obtained a judgment for 
the seven hundred acres of land in contest. This is believed to be all the land patented to the general, 
and it is doubted whether he could recover any other part of his claim. But from some proceedings that 
the general and his friends have got up in Congress it seems that the case decided is taken for granted as . 
a decision in his favor for the whole, aud the attempt is making to compromise the matter by a sale to 
the United States of all his claims. Persons have been appointed to examine and value the lands and 
report to the next session of Congress, when it is presumed the whole subject will be brought up. 

The land-jobbing fraternity at Chilicothe have very much oppressed the general by petitioning 
Congress for an appropriation of land equal in area to that taken off the Virginia military district by 
Ludlow’s line, and for presuming to doubt the validity of his claims in question; and it is more than 
probable that a further attempt will he made to prevent the realizing of all his views. 

The decision in question was upon a case agreed. It is believed that there was a wrong statement 
of facts, and that a rehearing of the case might be had on a writ of error if any person interested in the 
decision thought proper to make the application. 

Your friend, &c., very respectfully, 
CADWALLADER WALLACE. 


Ben. W. Lapp, Esq., Jefferson county, Ohio. 





Ricrmonp, July 4, 1810. 


By orders from the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States the surveyor general had a line 
run from the source of the Little Miami north 20° west till it intersected the Indian boundary line; which 
line, it was intended, was to be the western boundary of the surveys of the Virginia military reserve when 
the same was continued till it touched the Scioto river. Congress (on March 23, 1804, in pages 87 and 
88 of vol. 7) passed a law declaring that that line should be, when continued to the Scioto river, the 
western boundary of the surveys of the Virginia military reserve, provided that the State of Virginia, 
within two years from the passing of the law, should approve of it as the western boundary line of the 
said survey. The State of Virginia has done nothing in the business since that time, as far as I am 
acquainted. 

From the actual survey another surveyor and myself have found that the source of the Scioto river 
lies further west than it was thought to lie when the above line was run; and, consequently, that a 
considerable body of land lies west of that line that ought to be included within the Virginia reserve 
agreeably to the act of cession. Now, sir, I request your opinion on the following question? Will entries 
and surveys now made by virtue of Virginia military continental land warrants on the land lying between 
the line now run, as aforesaid, and a true line run from the source of the Little Miami so as to strike the 
source of Scioto river, hold the land which such entries and surveys may call for against the claim of the 
United States? Will it not be considered by the courts of the United States, from the above-mentioned 
facts, that the United States had no right to any land included within the Scioto and Little Miami rivers, 
and a straight line from the source of the one to the source of the other; and, consequently, that entries 
and surveys made within those boundaries by virtue of Virginia military continental land warrants must 
hold the land? 

For want of a more intimate acquaintance than I possess of the course of location in Ohio, and the 
transactions between the State of Virginia and the general government relative to the subject of those 
lands, I am not prepared to give a decided opinion upon the questions propounded by the foregoing case. 
Considered abstractedly, however, I doubt whether the location would be good; for although the State has 
never formally accepted the line established by the act of Congress in 1804, yet that line having been 
generally conformed to ever since, and the legislature of Virginia having in January, 1807, instructed 
their senators to obtain longer time for locations without dissenting to the line, I am much inclined to 
think that these circumstances, taken in connexion with the general complexion of the act of Congress in 
March, 1807, will be considered as fixing the boundary line, and therefore that locations made beyond it 


will be void. 
DAN. CALL. 





Wasuineton, December 29, 1824. 


GenTLEMEN: My object in addressing this hasty note to you is to correct, as far as in my power, the 
misrepresentaticns of those who are remonstrating against the settlement of my land claims between the 
lines of Ludlow and Roberts. 

In the first place, it is not a fact that the “memorialists did respect the line run by Ludlow as the 
western boundary of the Virginia military district, and made no entries to interfere with the lands sur- 
veyed or sold by the government west of it.” On the contrary, they did make many entries west of 
Ludlow’s line, as will appear by reference to the copies of those entries in the General Land Office. A 
reference to upwards of 9,000 acres of those entries I some days since put into the hand of a member of 
the committee. As to the correct western boundary of the Virginia military lands, I trust that more 
reliance will be placed, both by the committee and by Congress, upon the report of the commissioners 
upon the part of the United States who caused Roberts’ line to be run and marked than there will be 
upon the irresponsible and vague statements of the memorialists. To prove to you the incorrectness of 
their statements relative to the forks of the Little Miami, permit me to refer you to the maps and surveys 
of the United States lands at the source of said river on file in the General Land Office, and to General 
Vance who represents that district, and is well acquainted with the different upper branches of that river. 

It may be unfortunate for the memorialists that the Supreme Court of the United States do not view 
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the operation of the acts of Cungress as they do. It is said, however, that “circumstances alter cases,” 
and this difference of opinion may, I presume, be traced to that cause. The memorialists tell you that 
they are apprehensive that, if government should pay me the value of my lands west of Ludlow’s line, 
“it may be deemed a sufficient compensation for the whole,” and, in that event, deprive them of being 
permitted to locate their land warrants (which may now be purchased at from fifteen to twenty dollars 
per hundred acres) upon any unsold lands of the United States. But I apprehend that they have other 
motives which they have not stated for opposing my claims between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts. 
I think that it will be found that they have withdrawn many entries or locations made there by themselves 
and me, which they were authorized to withdraw without making themselves liable for any damages 
which the owners of such entries might sustain by such withdrawals; and that they are now actually 
bound to remunerate some of those persons whose entries they have withdrawn, in case my claim should 
rove valid. 

In the case of B. W. Ladd, who has had Mr. Wallace’s letter to him referred to your committee, I can 
state that I hold his obligation for one-fifth part of about 15,000 acres of land which I located for him and 
company between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts, and for which I must be paid in case my other claims 
there prove valid. These claims the said Ladd and Company were to prosecute to final judgment, but 
instead of doing so they sold them to Messrs. Dun, Wallace and Galloway, who withdrew them with- 
out my approbation, in violation of Ladd’s agreement with me. I have never been able to see the 
agreement between Ladd and Company and Messrs. Dun, Wallace and Galloway, under which the entries 
which I had made for Ladd and Company were withdrawn; but I have good reason to believe that Mr. Ladd 
sold these entries subject to my claim, and that the purchasers are bound to indemnify him against my 
claim; which, at the rate that the other lands have been valued, would amount to something like twelve 
or fourteen thousand dollars, which must be paid unless my claims shall be defeated. 

Whether the memorial of my brother locators is based upon their liability for entries withdrawn from 
between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts, together with a little envy and jealousy, or a patriotic zeal to 
guard the public treasury, I shall not attempt to determine, but leave the subject with the committee. 


Yours, respectfully, 
DUNCAN McARTHOR. 
The Committee on Pustic Lanps. 


P. S.—Patents issued to me for five of the surveys west of Ludlow’s line. Should the committee desire 
it, I will exhibit to them my title papers at any time they may think proper. 
D. McARTHUR. 





. 


Memorandum of some of the entries made in the autumn of 1812 by Walter Dun and Company, who are 
remonstrating against my claims between the lines of Ludlow and Roberts, taken this morning from the 
books of the General Land Office, viz: 


No. 7639, in the name of Gross Scruggs, for.............sceeeeeeeee 1,000 acres. 
ee Ditiscas IN ck adce ced ance neeewedesca 1,000 “ 
7645 ...... eee Nash vk oi wd aceadenuaeeenns 1,000 “ 
7646 ...... ee Graham and Johnston, for........ceeseceeee 1,000 “ 
Te vexwws errr rr 800 “ 
eee S850 x ee Johnston and Graham, for............se000- 1,0022 “ 
1649 ...... MPiaxasd UN 6 neo eke eb dad eiedeawene 500 “ 
Cn ii xkue PE ON eee TOT ee eee eT Tere e 490 “ 
TOO sasaws Pc caw Same... Sica eaesebalsesaawaecues 200 “ 
ee Pi aawex US ove awed ee ee 960 “ 
ing . eee ae Ee eee Eee ree 200 “ 
cede i csnes eres Ae peer eee eee 200 “ 
eee iwvues Graham and Johnston, for.................. 850 “ 





9,2022 acres. 








Those who made the above entries well knew the acts of Congress before they made them. They are 
referred to merely to show how much the statements of the memorialists are entitled to credit. 
DUNCAN McARTHOUR. 
DecemBer 27, 1824. 





The following papers were communicated to the Senate, by the Committee on Public Lands, Februar 
§ pap 7 7 
22, 1825:] 


To the Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands: 


GentTLEMEN: I have just read the report of the land committee of the House of Representatives of the 
United States in the case of the Hon. General McArthur, and I beg leave to make a few observations on 
some parts of some of the documents accompanying it. The first is the letter of Mr. Graham, the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, to the President, and I will take the liberty of correcting an error into 
which he has fallen, of very material consequence. In that letter he says that the Supreme Court of the 
United States has decided*that Roberts’ line is the true boundary of the Virginia military district north of 
the source of the Little Miami river. The only cause there determined, in which this line is even mentioned, 
is the agreed one of Doddridge vs. Thompson; and Mr. Graham, by a closer examination of that case, 
would have seen that no such point was submitted. It was agreed by the counsel, and the determination 
. of the court was founded on the supposition of its truth; but the court did not decide that which was not 
controverted. So far as this fact is not true, the judgment of the court is groundless. 
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There is nothing said in any of the documents accompanying the report about any of the lands sold 
by the government having been patented before the date of the honorable gentleman’s entries. It had 
been suggested by the memorialists to Congress, in relation to this matter, as a matter worthy of exami- 
nation; for, so far as patents had issued before that period, the decision of the Supreme Court in the case 
of Anderson and Huffnagle would void his entries. 

Accompanying the report there is a letter from the Hon. General McArthur, dated 29th December last, 
abounding with insinuations, assertions, and slang more becoming the impudence of a court-yard than the 
dignity of the Senate. He offers his friend, General Vance, to prove that the memorialists have misrep- 
resented the facts in relation to the true source of the Little Miami river. He is careful, however, not to 


commit himself on paper by saying that the facts as stated by them are not true. He knew that they — 


were true, not from mere conjecture, but from having been actually present when the two forks of this river 
were measured by Charles Roberts in the fall of 1812, under the directions of the commissioners of the United 
States and Virginia; and I will add that he was the first person who told me that the left hand fork was 
actually the longest by about two miles, a great distance in a small stream; was fully as large as the 
other at the forks, and maintained its size much longer; and that, in reality, it was the main branch. The 
Virginia commissioners afterwards mentioned to me the same facts; and it was upon this point that the 
two sets of commissioners disagreed—those of Virginia insisting that as, from actual measurement, the 
left hand fork was the longest, and, from inspection, the largest, it was the main river. How far the Hon. 
General Vance will vouch for the Hon. General McArthur I know not; but I will most freely risk ny 
character as to the truth of the statements in the memorial in relation to it; and whether Congress grant 
the prayer of the memorialists or not, that matter shall be established by the most undoubted testimony 
by the next session of Congress, and published to the world. 

In the same letter the honorable gentleman has insinuated that the memorialists may have latent 
motives for opposing his claim, and says “that it will be found that they have withdrawn many entries 
made there by themselves and me which they were not authorized to withdraw without making them- 
selves liable for any damages that the owners of such entries might sustain by such withdrawals, and 
that they are now actually bound to remunerate some of these persons whose entries they have withdrawn 
in case my claim should prove valid.” He has also subjoined a list of entries made by “ Walter Dun & 
Co.,” who are remonstrating against his claim. Now, gentlemen, every one of these entries were made 
by myself by virtue of my own warrants, and were afterwards withdrawn by myself; and all this the 
honorable gentleman well knew. That the warrants were my own, and were afterwards appropriated on 
lands which were patented to myself, I beg the favor of you to examine the copies of these entries in the 
General Land Office for the numbers of the warrants by which they were made; and Mr. Graham, the 
Commissioner, will show to you the evidences of my claim to them. I will add that I never withdrew a 
single entry lying west of Ludlow’s line that was not my own property, free and unencumbered from the 
claims of all persons known to me; and that, excepting mygelf, none of the memorialists made a single 
entry in that quarter; and only two of them (Messrs. Galloway and Wallace) ever withdrew warrants in 
entries there, and they were, as I have understood, their own property; the evidences of which are all in 
the land office. Now, gentlemen, I declare these statements of the honorable gentleman to be utterly false 
and malicious, and I defy him for the proof so far as I am concerned. 

The honorable gentleman has spoken of latent motives of the memorialists. And may not I presume 
to say something of his? In the suit of Doddridge vs. Thompson & Wright, was it his intention to have 
a full, open, and manly trial, or was it only with a view of getting a legal apology for getting into the 
treasury? Who was Thompson, the defendant? He was a person who, about that time, was working 
about a small country mill at the extreme southwesterly point of the survey, barely within its lines, who 
did not own a foot of the soil, had no lease for any part of it, who had not an acre in possession, and who 
never appeared in court as a defendant. He was, in reality, what it was intended he should be, if I am 
not mistaken, a true John Doe; while, at the very same time, there were in possession of parts of the said 
survey at least two bona fide purchasers from the government. The latter were the only true defenders 
of their rights, not Mr. Thompson, the particular friend of the honorable gentleman, without any natural 
interest whatever to defend an inch of the land. The Hon. General Vance is acquainted with Mr. Thompson. 

I disclaim any share of envy or jealousy towards the honorable gentleman; on the contrary, I wish 
him, in every honorable course, as much success and as great a share of peace of mind as the wisest and 
the best of men can reasonably expect, and that the land he has won in law, including that from agreed 
cases in the Supreme Court and in other places, may never be the cause, however remotely, of any rankling 
in his mind for a single moment. 

But, in my own behalf and in that of Mr. James Galloway, whom I represent, I want no land from 
the United States, unless it is found, after a fair and impartial survey of the country, that we are fairly 
entitled to it. We all want property; but we want God’s blessing with it. We have therefore asked you, 
in our memorial, to direct the necessary examinations to ascertain the real state of the case, and act accord- 
ingly. A true line, however, will blast the honorable gentleman’s prospects. 

With the greatest respect, I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
WALTER DUN. 


Cuiticotne, February 9, 1825. 





Cuiticotue, January 9, 1825. 


Cadwallader Wallace, a citizen of the State of Ohio, resident in the town of Chilicothe, one of the 
signers of a memorial addressed to the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States on 
December 13, 1824, in relation to the western boundary line of the Virginia military reservation, replying 
to the documents accompanying the report of the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the President’s message of the 14th ultimo, (December,) upon the subject of certain lands in the State of 
Ohio, situated between Roberts’ and Ludlow’s lines, saith, that the line called “Roberts’,” run in the year 
1812, was not concurred in by the commissioners on the part of Virginia; that they claimed the north 
fork to be the main fork of the Little Miami river, and that so far as this want of concurrence and their 
dissent to this line goes it is in direct opposition to its correctness. Consonant with and fully supporting 
the reasoning of the’commissioners on the part of Virginia for ascertaining the head of the Little Miami 
river, or of any other river, is the reasoning of the Supreme Court of the United States, (‘if no fork of either 
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of them has acquired the name in exclusion of another, the main branch to its source must be considered 
as the true river,”) in the case of Doddridge vs. Thompson & Wright; and, taking this reasoning, and 
not the case agreed, as the rule by which the Little Miami and its source is to be ascertained, he avers 
that if the prayer of the memorialists is granted, the north fork will be found to be the main branch, the 
surveys of the United States lands on file in the General Land Office or any other negative or ex parte 
testimony to the contrary notwithstanding. 

That the letter written by him on August 2, 1824, addressed to Benjamin W. Ladd, esq., was a private 
one, and of course not intended for publication; but being published, he here takes occasion to say that 
the printed copy of it is wrong, insomuch as it makes him say that the land-jobbing fraternity at Chili- 
cothe have very much “opposed the general,” instead of “offended the general.” Opposition to General 
McArthur is not the object, but a consequence; and it is presumed that none of the memorialists are or 
would willingly be thought to be mere opponents of the general—mere “receptacles of envy and jealousy;” 
nor has a mistaken or affected zeal induced them to volunteer in the hazardous, nay the all-impossible 
office of guarding the public treasury; aware that had they it to guard, if perchance they might not lay 
violent hands on it themselves, they would not of themselves he able to guard it against the violence of 
others. 

But yet, as good citizens, they would but discharge their duty in sounding the alarm if they saw the 
treasury of the nation in danger of being entered by violence or by a trick of legerdemain, leaving the 
treasury to the defence of those to whom its defence is committed. 

And that the moral of the fable of the farmer and lawyer, referred to by General McArthur, does not 
apply—that it is pointless. He (the said Wallace) has had no ox gored, nor (after the fashion of the fable) 
has the general’s bull been killed; if he insists that he has, let him show the carcass. The general has, 
indeed, well said that he has “never been able to see the agreement between Ladd & Co. and Messrs. Dun, 
Wallace, and Galloway;” and he might have gone on and said, with equal truth, that no other person 
ever saw it. And who but the general ever said or intimated that such an agreement ever existed ? 

He (the said Wallace) admits that he purchased of Benjamin W. Ladd, in his own right, as executor 
of Joseph Ladd, and as the attorney of the executrix and executor of Thomas Norvell, several thousand 
acres of warrants (not land) that had been located west of Ludlow’s line, and several thousand acres 
located elsewhere; but that the purchase was made without any liability, written or verbal, to Ladd, to 
Ladd’s estate, to Norvell’s estate, to McArthur, or to any other person. Had it been necessary to enter 
into any agreement, would it not have been most reasonable to suppose that if McArthur’s claim was the 
subject of it, the vendees, not the vendors, would have been the persons to be protected against his claim— 
this “$12,000 or $14,000” of which he vaunts? In any case where the general was not interested this 
would have been the natural course. For his cases precedents are wanting. 

In conclusion, the said Wallace, conscious of the rectitude of his conduct in the premises, claims for 
himself to be held responsible to the nation and to General McArthur for the allegations contained in the 
memorial referred to, “irresponsible and vague” as the general would gladly have them considered; and, 
casting back the foul and defamatory insinuations of the general, invites him—dares him—to the proof. 
Desperate, indeed, is the cause that, to stand, has to be propped by detraction and calumny! 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


Your memorialists respectfully represent that they are holders of Virginia military continental land 
warrants; that the good land between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, in the State of Ohio, is completely 
exhausted; that the agents of the United States did survey and mark the western boundary line of the 
said tract of country, from one of the sources of the Little Miami, north 20° west towards that of the Scioto 
river, in such a manner as to cut off from the Virginia military district very nearly 40,000 acres of land 
on the south side of the Greenville treaty line, the greater part of which may be termed arable and of 
tolerable fertility; that the land so cut off was surveyed by the United States, and sold by them to many 
individuals, who settled and improved the same; that your memorialists did respect the said line as the 
western boundary of the said Virginia military district, and made no entries to interfere with the lands 
surveyed or sold by the government west of it; and they respectfully request the Congress of the United 
States to permit them, as well as all holders of such warrants, to locate them on any of the unsold lands 
of the United States in the State of Ohio, to an amount equal in quantity, as well as quality, to the land 
so cut off from the Virginia military district as aforesaid. 

But, as General Duncan McArthur claims about 13,000 acres 6f land west of Ludlow’s line, the value 
of which he asks from the government, which, if paid, may be deemed a sufficient compensation for the 
whole, or, at the least, as full payment for the quantity claimed by him, your memorialists beg leave to 
make the following observations in relation to this claim, and to endeavor to show how little of the true 
merits of the whole matter was decided in the suit in ejectment of “Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson & 
Wright,” at the last term of the Supreme Court, upon which so much has been asked and so much expected. 

That suit was determined at common law upon certain agreed facts made and submitted to the court 
by the plaintiff, Doddridge, and Mr. Wright, the district attorney of the United States, at the time. dn 
agreed case, in which the following points, amongst others, were agreed to: Ist, that, “in particular,” the 
line run by Roberts is the true line between the sources of the aforesaid two rivers; and 2d, that, before 
the entry was made under which the lessor of the plaintiff claims, “the premises in question were, among 
other lands, surveyed and offered for sale by the public officers of the United States acting under the 
authority of the laws of the United States, but were not sold.” Upon these two points, and the legal :neaning 
of the different acts of Congress regulating the manner of making military entries and surveys, the judg- 
ment of the court was principally founded; but, although the judgment of the court be conclusive as to 
these agreed facts, admitting them, for the present, to be actually true, which the first is not, as a rule of 
law by which all the other claims of General McArthur are to be determined, is entirely groundless. 

General McArthur made all his entries on November 19, 1810. Before that day 4,756 acres of the 
land covered by his entries stood on the register’s books as land sold, no part of which was afterwards 
forfeited by the purchasers; besides this, a pretty large quantity stood then on the said books as land sold, 
which was afterwards forfeited, but how much it amounted to cannot be very easily ascertained; for, at 
the time of forfeiture, the names of the forfeit purchasers were erased from the plats in the office, and the 
very great number of purchasers’ names on the register’s books renders it extremely difficult for private 
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individuals to obtain this information. In addition we might mention a tract of 168 acres of this land 
which was given by the United States to the State of Ohio for the support of schools. - Of the land thug 
sold, some of it was patented before and some of it after the date of General McArthur’s entries; and 
your memorialists beg leave to state here that the best, not the worst, land is uniformly the first that is - 
sold, where there is but one price and a free choice. So far, then, as these facts go, a very different case ig 
presented to your consideration from the one determined by the Supreme Court in the agreed case of 
Doddridge vs. Thompson & Wright. 

The right to make locations, by virtue of Virgini& military continental land warrants, on the lands 
between the Little Miami and Scioto rivers is clearly dependent on the will of the national legislature, as 
settled by the opinion of the Supreme Court in the aforesaid cause. But the government acted, in the 
exercise of this right, with great moderation and fairness; for, before Ludlow’s line was run and marked, 
the then surveyor general, by virtue of instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury, requested 
information from General McArthur and Mr. Lucas Sullivant, the two military surveyors, who had the 
best knowledge of the northerly part of the Virginia military district, to enable him to have a true line run 
and marked between the sources of these two rivers, that of the Scioto being in the country of the Indian 
tribes. Upon their information the line was run by Israel Ludlow from the source of the easternmost fork 
of the Little Miami river, north 20° west, to the Greenville treaty line, and there ended, as it was not 
thought to be good policy to excite the jealousy of the Indian tribes by extending it through their country 
to the Scioto river. It must, however, be confessed that Mr. Ludlow, in obeying his instructions, mani- 
fested a disposition to curtail the military lands by selecting the right hand fork of the Little Miami river 
as the main stream instead of the left hand fork, which is both the largest and the longest of the two, by 
which means about 30,000 acres of land were cut off from the Virginia district lying between these 
two forks. 

From these premises it may be naturally and fairly inferred that so far as sales were made by the 
agents of the government before November 19, 1810, the day of the date of General McArthur’s entries, 
whether forfeited afterwards or not, were as completely prohibitory of the right to make military entries 
as an act of Congress prescribing general boundaries for the location of Virginia military warrants; the 
first being a special act which restrains the right as to any particular spot; the other such a general rule 
as limits it to a more extensive tract of country. Now, as 4,756 acres, which were never afterwards for- 
feited, besides a pretty large quantity which was afterwards forfeited, stood on the register’s books on, 
before, and after the said November 19, 1810, as land sold, as well as 168 acres appropriated for schools, 
the entries made by General McArthur, if this doctrine be sound in law, so far at least as they cover such 
lands, were illegal and void at the time they were made; and, being illegal and void then, they could not 
become good and valid afterwards by any accidental circumstances; for it is a maxim of law that whatever 
is not legal at its origin can never, of itself, become so afterwards. 

For the land sold by the United States before the date of General McArthur’s entries patents were 
granted by the President to the respective purchasers, some of them dated before and some of them after 
the date of his entries; and it is believed that all the grants so issued are older than those to General 
McArthur on his military claims. He cannot, therefore, recover, in one of these cases, in a court of law; 
and that the title to the land which was patented before the date of his entries cannot be disturbed by his 
claims is incontrovertible, as was determined by the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of 
Anderson vs. Huffnagle and others. Now, if the grant of the President be conclusive in these cases, does 
it not follow that the act of the President by the register, as the agent of the government, in selling any 
part of this land to an individual before the date of General McArthur’s entries, is equally conclusive? It 
appears to follow as a matter of course. These points were not, however, touched in the case of Dodd- 
ridge vs. Thompson & Wright, and for an obvious reason—they did not belong to it. 

It appears, also, that the different acts of Congress giving further time to purchasers of the public 
lands to make payment, so far as these lands are embraced, are such recognitions and confirmations of 
the acts of the register of the Cincinnati land office in selling them as would be equal to an actual pro- 
hibition to locate military warrants there. 

Besides all this, the government ought not to be disturbed in the sale of the public Jands by the 
intrusion of individuals; nor can it be presumed that, by the acts of Congress of 1807 and 1810, granting 
further time for making entries and returning surveys on Virginia military warrants, the government 
really intended that the holders of such warrants should have the right to appropriate land which was 
surveyed, sold, or offered for sale by its agents, and thereby overturn the validity of its own acts. The 
presumption must be the very opposite of this; for it is impossible to believe that Congress would wil- 
lingly arm an enemy for its own injury. The intention of the government is, therefore, decidedly against 
the claim set up by General McArthur. But why, it may be asked, were these points not made at the 
trial of the cause of Doddridge vs. Thompson & Wright? This action was determined at common 
law; and, as these are equitable considerations, it is believed that they could only be urged in a court of 
equity. And, even admitting that the whole of the agreed facts are true, your memorialists firmly believe 
that the whole claim set up by General McArthur, including even the land which stood at the date of his 
entries on the register’s books as unsold, fairly and fully examined by a court of equity, would be adjudged 
to be invalid, as contrary to the obvious intention of Congress. 

Your memorialists beg further to draw the attention of the national legislature to the consequences 
arising from the payment of a very large sum of money to an individual, not only on claims that are 
entirely groundless, but even on- doubtful ones. How greatly, as a precedent, the heedless grant of 
money tends to degrade the government, increase its expense, and sink the national character! It is 
certainly, too, very doubtful, even in a case certain, whether the United States, being more able, ought to 
pay more than an individual under similar circumstances, even on agreed cases. After the fullest investi- 
gation, the unsuccessful litigant in such a case could only be required to refund the purchase money, with 
interest; and the tenant in possession would recover from the successful litigant the value of his improve- 


ments. And it does appear to us, and we respectfully state it, that if the United States are inclined to 


be chivalrously generous, the payment of money had much better be made to the purchaser from the 
government than to the intruder; for the valuation of these lands, as estimated by the United States 
commissioners, and the value of their improvements, from the successful litigant, would be a most 
acceptable consideration to nine-tenths of the occupants of the land—the best sale they could make in 
these hard times; therefore think of them we pray you. Another consideration for thinking of them is, 
that all the money paid to them would be reinvested in the purchase and improvement of new and unculti- 
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vated portions of the public lands. A contrary mode of payment would operate as a bounty to intrusion— 
encourage and justify every attempt to extract money from the public coffers. 

But that part of the agreed case which is entitled to your first as well as your last consideration is 
that part of it where it is agreed that, “in particular,” the line run by Charles Roberts is a true line 
between the sources of the Little Miami and Scioto rivers. There is such a thing as giving away causes 
by agreement, however innocently it may be done, an instance of which your memorialists could easily 
refer to in Wheaton’s reports. The aforesaid agreed case is another; for that Roberts’ line is a true line 
between the sources of these two rivers is utterly without foundation. This assertion is founded on the 
following facts, to wit: 

The line run by Israel Ludlow, at 3? miles from the source of the right hand fork of the Little Miami 
is intersected by the left hand fork of this river about 430 poles west from its source, the latter fork 
being the largest as well as the longest of the two. And neither of them having obtained the name of the 
Little Miami river, to the exclusion of the other, at any time anterior to the period when Ludlow’s line 
was run, it must follow, agreeably to the rule laid down by the Supreme Court in the said agreed 
case, that the largest as well as the longest fork must be considered as the true river. This fork, 
therefore, has its source among the military surveys, about 430 poles east from its intersection with 
Ludlow’s line. The highest point to which the Scioto can be traced is a large wet prairie or swamp, 
which is, during the wet season, an extensive sheet of water, discharging itself into both the Scioto and 
Great Miami rivers. At the heads of streams in flat countries this is not uncommon. Where the Scioto 
leaves the prairie it has a very small, flat channel, and is, excepting in the spring months, entirely dry. 
This place, upon which Charles Roberts fixed as the source of this river, is 667 poles S. 75° W. from this 
point, at a small pond on the edge of the prairie, between which two points there is neither channel nor 
the least appearance of current at any season of the year. The time when Mr. Roberts, with the commis- 
sioners of the United States and Virginia, examined this flat country was a very unfavorable one to make 
the proper examinations. It was in the fall of 1812, when no water could be seen there, excepting in a 
number of small ponds in the prairie, and when danger was apprehended from roaming parties of hostile 
Indians. At this time, however, the Virginia commissioners insisted upon it that the left hand fork of the 
Little Miami river was the main branch. 

By running, therefore, a true line from the source of the largest and longest fork of the Little Miami 
to the point of the wet prairie or swamp where the branch of the Scioto river leaves it, it would pass 
through the military surveys till it reached about the twentieth mile tree on Ludlow’s line, into the lands 
sold by the United States, dividing them in such a way as to leave about two-fifths on the military and 
three-fifths on the United States sides of Ludlow’s line. But your memorialists respectfully suggest the 
propriety of having competent men, not residents of the State of Ohio, appointed to make the proper 
examination of the country, that their report may settle the controversy; and as we enjoy profound 
peace with the Indian tribes, the proper time and season for its complete examination may be devoted to 
it; and, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 


As one of the commissioners on the part of Virginia to ascertain the western boundary of the Virginia 
military lands in the State of Ohio, I am requested by some of the signers to the above memorial to certify 
as to the truth of the statements made by the memorialists, (on a comparison of the east and west forks of 
the Little Miami,) that “the left hand or west fork is the largest as well as the longest of the two;” I 
therefore do certify that in the month of October, 1812, three commissioners on the part of the United 
States, and two on the part of Virginia, (the third not attending,) met at the town of Xenia, and proceeded 
to the headwaters of the Little Miami river for the purpose of fixing on the point of departure of a line to 
be run to the head or source of the Scioto. On examining the east and west forks of the little Miami at 
their junction, the commissioners found some difficulty in ascertaining which afforded the most water. On 
making experiments, however, with such means as we had, I was of the opinion that the west fork contained 
the most water, and I believed my colleague and at least one of the United States commissioners were of 
the same opinion. The commissioners then explored the two forks, as they are called, to their source, 
when a question arose, which was the longest? This was determined by actual measurement, which 
decided the question in favor of the west or north fork; to illustrate which, and the different lines, &c., I 
have laid down the annexed sketch of a draught made from actual measurement. 

From the source of the west fork there was found a regular channel to its mouth. At what is.called the 
source of the east fork there are two or three small ponds near each other, no water running from either, 
one of which was selected as the beginning of Roberts’ line. Passing on from the said ponds to where 
the forks in question unite, according to my recollection, there intervenes a dry glade or prairie, of at 
least three-quarters of a mile, without the likeness of .a channel or water-course; and although the term 
river appears to be equivocal, I cannot consent to call a plain glade river; therefore, could I have been 
induced to consider the source of either fork a proper point of departure, according to a true interpretation 
of the Virginia military reservation, I must have selected the west fork. 

Where these forks unite they are far below being rivers; they are small brooks which, together, would 
not, at the time alluded to, have been sufficient to turn a water grist-mill; and, from the information of 
every person in the neighborhood, the forks were considered, where they united, as forming the Little 
Miami river. The commissioners next proceeded to explore the source of the Scioto, and, having so done, 
it became necessary to decide the points on which the boundary line should run. The prairie at the head of 
the Scioto is truly described in the memorial, at the lower end of which three small rivulets dripping from 
the prairie unite, and from thence form a regular channel. This I selected as the head of the Scioto, and the 
point where the east and west forks unite as the head of the Little Miami, as per line laid down in the draught. 

One of the commissioners of the United States agreed, under solemn declarations, that these were the 
two points he felt bound to establish. The other two commissioners on the part of the United States fixed on 
the points by which Roberts’ line is bounded; and at that time, to my astonishment, my colleague joined 
them, and the line wag directed to be run accordingly. On further reflection, however, my colleague 
changed his opinion—would not unite in reporting Roberts’ as the line which ought to be established, but 
took broad ground, drawing a line from the mouth of the Little Miami, on the west side, to the head of the 
Scioto, which he undertook to demonstrate, mathematically, lay between the rivers Scioto and the Little Miami, 
“according to the true intent and meaning of the compact between the United States and Virginia,” &c. 

The line which I advocated, and which I contend is in accordance with a fair construction of the 
military reservation in question, would have made an addition to the military lands of perhaps at least 
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120,000 acres. I have been thus particular in stating the facts with a view to giving the most accurate 
information within my recollection on the subject. 
RO. PORTERFIELD. 


Fesruary 8, 1825. 





The Committee of the Senate on the Public Lands: 


GenTLEMEN: Having been favored with the perusal of two communications lately made to you, the 
one from Mr. Dun, and the other commencing with the name of Cadwallader Wallace, upon the subject of 
a bill pending before you in which I am interested, permit me to submit to you a few remarks upon the 
subject. 

The principal object of these communications is to induce a belief that the line run by Roberts from 
the source of the Little Miami to the source of the Scioto, under the directions of commissioners appointed 
on the part of the United States to establish the western boundary of the Virginia military district, is not 
the correct boundary of the district, and to induce Congress to reject the present bill, and to direct the 
appointment of other commissioners with a view to establish said line more correctly, as they allege. 

In a former communication to the committee of the House I took occasion to refer them to the surveys 
of the public lands at the sources of the said rivers, to correct the misrepresentations made by those who 
were remonstrating against my claims and the correctness of Roberts’ line. You are now, however, 
furnished with unquestionable evidence by the memorialists themselves as to the correctness of Roberts’ 
line, and the incorrectness of their statements, to wit, a diagram and observations made out and forwarded 
by General Robert Porterfield at the instance of the memorialists, but which, had they seen, I am confident 
they would have suppressed. General Porterfield, who was one of the commissioners on the part of 
Virginia, says: “I have laid down the annexed sketch of a draught made from actual measurement.” By 
this draught you will see that the west or north fork of the Little Miami does not head east of Ludlow’s line, 
as represented by the memorialists, and that a line from the head of said fork to the head of the Scioto 
would not exclude an acre of the lands claimed by me, as will be seen by reference to the map of these 
lands furnished by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

The line run by Roberts has ever since been acknowledged to be the true western boundary of the 
Virginia military district. It is in fact notoriously so—has often been referred to and recognized by acts 
of Congress, and the correctness thereof never questioned by any, not even the memorialists themselves, 
until after they saw the opinion of the court in the case of Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson & Wright. 
They well knew the agreement in that case at the time it was made, and for many years before the decision 
thereof in the United States court. But until then I presume they never saw any advantage which they 

might derive from another interference on the part of Congress for the purpose of establishing the western 
boundary of the Virginia military district. The court say, in their opinion, (report of committee of the 
House, page 15,) “the appointment of commissioners to meet others to be appointed by Virginia, who were 
to agree upon and mark the true line, &c., proves incontestably that Congress did not suppose the line to 
be established.” I presume that the committee will at once discover that if Congress should at any time 
interfere, and direct the appointment of commissioners to again examine and establish the western boundary 
of the Virginia military district, that the same reasons given by the court in the above recited case would, 
with equal force, apply to all entries which might be made east of the proper boundary prior to such inter- 
ference on the part of Congress. This will, I trust, sufficiently explain the principal cause why Congress 
has been pressed by the patriotic memorials of the “land-jobbing fraternity at Chilicothe.” 

Here permit me to direct your attention to the letter of Mr. Wallace to Benjamin W. Ladd, esq., pages 
25, 26, of the report of the House. It exhibits something of the feelings of that “land-jobbing fraternity.” 

It appears that Mr. Dun has sent on certain letters and papers to prove that he purchased the land 
warrants some years afterwards; that he had located in 1812 west of Ludlow’s line. I never felt disposed 
to question the fact that he had purchased many of the land warrants which he had located west of 
Ludlow’s line; I only mention the fact, which he himself now proves, that he had located land warrants 
west of Ludlow’s line, whilst, in his memorial, he alleges that he had not, but did respect that line as the 
western boundary of the Virginia military district. * 

It is proper that I should observe, that whilst Mr. Dun is thus contending with the shadows of his own 
imagination, he wholly omits to deny or notice the suggestion contained in my before-mentioned letter, that 
in all probability he was moved to act in this business to avoid a contingent responsibility which he might 
be under to B. W. Ladd. I have now reason to be still more confirmed in that opinion. 

It is alleged by Mr. Dun that I do not deny the statement of the memorialists as to the sources of these 
rivers before mentioned. I wish it to be expressly understood that I do deny that the memorial is ¢rue in 
that, or, indeed, in any material allegation; and I am sustained in my denial by the evidence furnished by 
the memorialists themselves, to wit, that of General Porterfield, as to the source of the Little Miami, and 
his own letter and statement as to his having made locations west of Ludlow’s line, thereby not respecting 
the line of Ludlow as the western boundary of the said Virginia military district, as stated in the memorial. 

With reference to the statement which commences with the name of Mr. Wallace, I have to remark 
that it is not signed by any person, and, from my knowledge of Mr. Wallace’s handwriting, he did not 
write it. The remarks which I have made on Mr. Dun’s statement may serve as to this also, so far as 
there is any tangible point in it, It is mostly made up of defamation, of which Mr. Dun’s letter also 
greatly participates. The writer admits that Mr. Wallace purchased a part of the land warrants which 
were located in the name of Ladd west of Ludlow’s line, and for a part of which I held a previous obliga- 
tion or equitable title from Mr. Ladd, but denies that he is at all liable to me or any other person for my 
interest in said warrants. 

I will now return to the forks of the Little Miami, and, as Mr. Dun appears te wish it, I will add my 
testimony to that of General Porterfield. He states that, “on examining the east and west forks of the 
Little Miami at their junction, the commissioners found some difficulty in ascertaining which afforded the 
most water.” This was true: it was in the month of October, when the waters were low and the channels 
of many of the creeks were entirely dry, whilst some small springs afforded streams of water. This was 
the case at the forks of the Miami; the channel of the east fork was much the largest, whilst the north 
fork, though at common water much the least, was supplied by springs, and afforded as much water at that 
time as did the east fork. The length of these two branches was measured, and the north branch found to 
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be a little the longest upon a straight line; not “ much the longest, or anything like two miles,” or even 
one mile, but the east fork was found to be the longest as it meandered. It was also found to have much 
the largest channel and the most numerous branches, and that in fact it was truly the main branch, and 
was so adjudged to be after due examination by four out of the five commissioners who attended and 
were sworn to do impartial justice. This is also well known to be the fact to all who are acquainted with 
these branches of the Little Miami. To Messrs. Dun and Galloway it is well known, but I do not believe 
that any of the others who signed the memorial know anything about it. 

I fear that I have already intruded too much on the time and patience of the committee, by so long 
a communication at so late a period of the session; I trust, however, that they will find some apology for 
it in the documents to which it refers. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
DUNCAN McARTHUR. 
Frepruary 22, 1825. 
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CLAIM TO LAND UNDER A SPANISH GRANT IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 21, 1825. 


Mr. Campsett, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of Celeste Soileau, and the other heirs of Noel Soileau, deceased, reported: 


The petitioners state that some time prior to May 24, 1814, they, as the heirs of Noel Soileau, 
deceased, filed with the register of the land office at Opelousas their claim for a tract of land of twenty 
arpents front, by forty in depth, near the Bayou Crocodile, in the county of Opelousas, Louisiana; that 
they produced evidence clearly showing that the Spanish government had granted said land to their 
ancestor, and that the title papers had been lost; and, also, that the same had been settled and cultivated 
more than seventeen years prior to the exhibition of their proofs; that the register and receiver of said 
land office, on December 30, 1815, reported the claim of the petitioners as one that ought not to be 
recommended for confirmation; that a part or the whole of said tract has been sold, which is likely 
to involve them in difficulties; wherefore they pray that the report of the commissioners may be reversed, 
and that they may be quieted in their claim. 

It appears from an exhibit authenticated by V. King, esq., register of the land office at Opclousas, 
that the commissioners divided the cases submitted to them for decision into eight classes, the last of which 
embraces the claim of the petitioners. This class, they say, comprises claims which were accompanied 
by no document of title of date anterior to December 20, 1803, nor proof of occupancy and cultivation 
prior to April 12, 1814, and ought not, in their opinion, to be confirmed. 

Several witnesses were examined by the board, all proving that the tract of land claimed by the 
petitioners had been “inhabited and cultivated” before December 20, 1803, the date of the surrender 
of Louisiana under the treaty with France. Pierre Vedrine is reported to have sworn, on May 26, 
1814, that his brother, E. Vedrine, having bought the said land about seventeen years before from Mr. 
Soileau, immediately after settled on it, and inhabited and cultivated it six years, when he sold it 
back to the said Soileau, who sold it to Hilliare Bordelou, the occupant at the date of the deposition, 
and that the said Bordelou had occupied the same land for eleven years; also, that Mr. Soileau had obtained 
from the Spanish government the necessary title papers, which he had heard were lost. 

The petitioners allege that either class 5 or 6 ought to have embraced their claim. Class 6, the 
register and receiver say, will comprise claims for lands on which settlements have been made prior to 
October 1, 1800, and inhabited and cultivated for three consecutive years from that date by persons 
over the age of twenty-one years, or the heads of families, and not claiming or holding in their own 
right any grants or concessions for other lands from the French or Spanish government, ought to be 
confirmed pursuant to the first section of the act of April 21, 1806, for the quantity claimed, or within 
the acknowledged or ascertained limits of the same, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres. 

The testimony of Pierre Vedrine supports the fact that his brother, Etienne, purchased this land of 
Noel Soileau in the year 1797; that he resided on it until 1802, when he sold it back to him; that Soileau 
immediately sold it to H. Bordelou, who occupied it up till 1814, at the time the claim was exhibited for 
adjustment. 

Under the impression that the claim of the petitioners ought to have been reported in class No. 6, 
a bill confirming them in their title to six hundred and forty acres is herewith reported. 
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PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS IN ARKANSAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 25, 1828. 


Mr. Wuiprpte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the general 
; assembly of the Territory of Arkansas, reported: 


That the petitioners, on account and in consideration of the said Territory being a frontier, and settled 
(as they say) under circumstances of peculiar hardship, and for the purpose of inducing emigration into 
said Territory, pray that those persons within the Territory who have settled on the lands of the United 
States may have granted to them the right to retain those lands by paying for them the minimum or pre- 
emption price. The committee are unable to perceive, in the reasoning of the legislature of Arkansas, 
sufficient ground upon which their claim can be properly founded. Nothing has rendered it probable to 
the committee that the history of the settlement of the Arkansas Territory will furnish a greater number 
of cases of hardship and suffering than may be found in the history of every frontier settlement bordered 
by savages which has been made in other portions of the public domain. 

That Arkansas is a frontier Territory does not appear a sufficient reason to the committee for granting 
the prayer of the petition. By the policy heretofore pursued by the government towards the Indian 
tribes bordering upon and contained within the United States, it is to be presumed that the intention is 
not ultimately to exterminate that unfortunate race, nor to deprive them of their last hold upon the lands 
now occupied by them. It is apparent, however, that if the contiguous white population is encouraged 
by the government to expect that the mere act of settling upon public lands without right or permission 
will entitle the settlers to the favorable consideration of the government, neither the rights of the United 
States nor those of the Indians will be respected. The government has already been compelled, by the 
unauthorized extension of settlements in this Territory, not only to extend the western boundary line of it, 
but also to treat with the Indians residing within its limits, at a very considerable expense, for the 
extinguishment of their title to lands therein. It is presumed that, if the frontier settlers respect the 
rights, and abstain from encroaching on the property of their Indian neighbors, that they will seldom be 
molested by them. The situation of the United States would seem to negative the proposition of the 
legislature of Arkansas relative to emigrations. The committee are of opinion that it is not the duty of the 
general government to adopt special measures calculated to induce the population of the older settlements 
to emigrate to Arkansas or any other of its Territories. All that the government can be expected to do 
in this respect is to adopt wise and just regulations respecting its lands, which will be of general applica- 
tion, and afford reasonable facilities to those who may wish to emigrate for the purpose of bettering their 
condition and the condition of their families. The rest must be left to individual discretion and enterprise. 
But in addition to the above, it will be found by recurrence to the acts already passed on the subject of 
pre-emption rights that Arkansas has, in common with other new States 2nd Territories, been liberally 
provided for. By the act of April 12, 1814, persons who had actually inhabited and cultivated lands in 
Arkansas, and who had not removed from the Territory, had pre-emption rights secured to them up to that 
date; and by the act of the last session, May 26, 1824, those persons who had lands within the tract of 
country ceded by the United States to the Cherokee nation of Indians, to which the right of pre-emption 
would have attached had the ceded Territory remained in the possession of the government of the United 
States, are authorized to avail themselves of rights of pre-emption within the district of Lawrence, in said 
Territory. Thus it will be seen that those persons in the Territory in question, who, for a period of ten or 
eleven years, have been locating themselves upon the lands of the United States without any right or 
authority, have been quieted by the government, notwithstanding they have doubtless seized upon many 
of the best tracts of land in said Territory. The committee are of opinion that the indulgence has been 
sufficiently extended. They therefore submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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INDIAN GRANT TO CAPTAIN CARVER. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 28, 1825. 


Mr. Camppett, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of Dr. Samuel Peters; reported: 


That the petitioner represents that he has acquired the title to a large tract of country, usually called 
“Carver’s grant,” situated on the east side of the Mississippi river, beginning at the Falls of St. Anthony, 
and running down the margin nearly southeast to the mouth of the Chippewa river; thence eastwardly 
one hundred miles; thence north one hundred and twenty miles; and thence on a straight line to the 
beginning. That this grant was made to Captain Jonathan Carver on May 1, 1767, by two chiefs of the 
tribe of Naudowissies, in consideration of distinguished services rendered by him while in their country; 
that Captain Carver went to England in the year 1770, and solicited the King to ratify his said grant; 
that his Majesty and the lords of his council, in the year 1775, granted his petition, and ordered him to 
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return to America and take possession of his land thus conveyed to him; that before the necessary prepara- 
tions for his departure could be made, the information of the battle of Bunker Hill was received, which 
entirely frustrated his intended enterprise; that Carver lived overwhelmed with sorrow until January 31, 
1780, when he died, leaving a widow and seven children; that in the month of November, in the year 1806, 
he purchased of the heirs of Carver all their right to the said tract of country, and obtained a deed therefor; 
that after being baffled in various attempts to obtain from the Indians a recognition of his title, as he had 
been advised to do by a committee of Congress, he set out from New York in June, 1817, to visit Red 
Wing and Lefoy, two chiefs residing near the Falls of St. Anthony; that in the autumn of the same year 
he met with Lefoy, the son of one of the grantors at Prairie du Chien, who declared in the presence of 
several persons that his father and uncle signed with their marks the conveyance to Carver at the Great 
Cave, on May 1, 1767; and also that when he could see Red Wing they would make their marks on paper, 
and thus satisfy Congress; that after Lefoy was gone, Red Wing came to Prairie du Chien, and made a 
similar declaration; that he afterwards saw three squaws, each about eighty years of age, who asserted 
they knew Captain Carver, and were at the Great Cave when the sachems made him the grant, and that 
it is called ‘Carver’s land;” wherefore, the petitioner prays that his title may be confirmed. 

The petitioner exhibits in support of his claim a copy of the alleged deed to Captain Carver, unac- 
companied, however, by the ordinary proofs of verity. It is substantially as follows: that two chiefs of 
the Naudowissies, one by the sign of the Snake, and the other by that of the Tortoise, on May 1, 1767, 
conveyed to Captain Jonathan Carver the tract of country as described in the petition, in return for 
presents and services, reserving to themselves and their heirs the liberty of hunting and fishing on the 
lands not improved by the grantee and his heirs. The petitioner also adduces the copy of an instrument 
purporting to have been executed at Lac Travers, on February 17, 1821, by four Indians, who called 
themselves chiefs and warriors of the Naudowissic tribe. By this writing they declare a grant was made 
by their fathers to Captain Carver for a tract of land situated at the Falls of St. Anthony, and that they 
have a traditional record thereof. These chiefs acknowledged their willingness that the claimants under 
Carver should be confirmed in their title. 

Dr. Peters himself has made oath that he was in London in the year 1774, and was present when 
Carver solicited of the King a ratification of his title; that after much inquiry and deliberation, the King 
gave him as a gratuity £1,373 6s. 8d., and ordered him to prepare to proceed to New Orleans in the 
ensuing June, with 150 men, to take possession of his grant; that when things were in a state of prepara- 
tion, the news of the battle of Bunker Hill was received, which entirely prohibited the projected voyage. 
These facts, with many others not supposed by the committee necessary to be detailed, were sworn to by 
Dr. Peters in the year 1806, at which time the heirs of Carver petitioned Congress, and also again on 
September 25, 1824. 

It is stated to the committee that the original deed which had been left with Dr. Lettsom, of London, 
was supposed to have been stolen, and is lost, and that the copy which appeared in the first editions of 
Carver’s Journal is correct. 

Dr. Peters submits sundry letters which he has at different times received from gentlemen in the 
Upper Mississippi country. One appears to have been written from the Falls of Black river, on November 
10, 1819, by Constant A. Andrews, who states that a few days before he had put in operation a saw-mill 
30 or 40 miles from Lake Pepin, in an eastwardly direction; that seven chiefs of the Sioux nation gave 
him permission to settle and remain there for five years, which term the chief Lefoy extended forever. He 
informs Dr. Peters that it is certain the chiefs Lefoy, Petit Corbeau, and Red Wing, admit the validity of 
the grant to Carver. Another correspondent, of the name of Keyes, writes to Dr. Peters from Prairie du 
Chien, on June 7, 1818, that he had seen Red Wing, who had a distinct recollection of Carver; that this 
chief informed him the Snake and Tortoise who signed Carver’s deed were his uncles, and that he was 
willing to sanction their acts, although he could not do so without consulting Lefoy and the Little Raven 
(Petit Corbeau) who outranked him. 

Dr. Peters himself makes oath that he had seen Lefoy and Red Wing, the heirs and succesors of the 
two chiefs who gave Carver the deed; that they declared, through an interpreter, that it was good and 
valid, and the land covered by it the property of Carver, his heirs, and assigns, who were at liberty to 
take possession thereof in peace and quietness. The foregoing statements are the strongest proof with 
which the committee has been favored by Dr. Peters; he had not exhibited the deed of conveyance to 
himself, though it is believed he has one. 

This case presents two questions for consideration: 1st. Did the Indians, represented to be chiefs 
of the Naudowissie tribe, execute the deed under which the petitioner claims ? 2d. Assuming the fact that 
they did, is the government of the United States bound to ratify the claim ? 

It appears to the committee the proof submitted is of too weak and dubious a character to justify 
an affirmative answer to the first question. To the conveyance there were no subscribing witness, nor is 
it known that Carver himself ever made oath to its genuineness. Although he may have petitioned the 
King for relief in the recognition of his title, there is no evidence that his application was successful; had 
it been, it is presumable the exhibition of testimony to that effect would not be difficult—the records of 
England would not be silent. 

Dr. Peters states that the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, in 1806, to investigate this 
case, informed him that if the successors of the Snake and Tortoise chiefs would recognize the claim of 
Carver, there would be nothing further needed to sustain the petition, and that, in consequence of this 
information, he spared no pains to obviate the difficulty. As that committee consisted of gentlemen highly 
respectable for talents, it is difficult to comprehend the reason why such advice was given. Surely, at 
that period of our government, a mode of acquiring Indian lands different from that now pursued could 
not have been conceived; it is much more probable Dr. Peters labored under a misapprehension; it seems, 
however, he visited the Upper Mississippi country for the purpose of obtaining the Indian recognition, and 
also had agents in his employ. Here, it may be remarked, the testimony he obtained is not accompanied 
by those solemnities which are deemed indispensable. The statements, with the exception of his own, are 
not made on oath, and his ought to be excluded from consideration on the ground of interest. The facility 
with which interested persons or interpreters might practice frauds on the Indians demands the strictest 
scrutiny; no testimony should be received which does not come in an unquestionable shape. If the four 
Indians did sign the instrument at Lac Travers, as has been represented, they may possibly have been 
deceived as to the contents, or been influenced by some improper motive. It is scarcely supposable that 
they felt themselves bound by a contract made half a century ago. In that region of country the 
aborigines know too well the value of their territories to dispose of them without a suitable compensation. 
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Captain Carver’s Journal, which was published first in the year 1773, is, as the committee believe, entirely 
silent in relation to the grant. He records with some degree of minuteness many events which took place 
about the time the instrument bears date. He describes the country between the Lake Pepin and the 
Falls of St. Anthony as possessing many natural advantages. Indeed, on the very day it appears to have 
been given, a council was held at the Big Cave by several tribes of Indians; many chiefs attended, and 
he delivered a speech which he has communicated to the world. Is it not a little extraordinary that he 
should have forborne to journalize a fact so interesting to himself, the Indians, and his country? Not 
knowing precisely when the grant first made its appearance, the committee are in nowise disposed to say 
they are suspicious of an antedate. 

To counteract the facts stated by Dr. Peters and his friends, the committee will refer to a letter 
addressed by Colonel Leavenworth, July 28, 1821, to the late Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. The writer informs him that “the Indians do not recognize or acknowledge the grant (Carver’s) 
to be valid. They say they have no knowledge of any such chiefs as those who have signed the 
grant; that if he did obtain a deed or grant, it was signed by some foolish young men, who were not 
chiefs, and who were not authorized to make the grant.” 

Major Long and his party ascended the Mississippi river in the summer of 1823, and had frequent 
interviews with the Indians and their chiefs. They were at the village of Red Wing, (Aile Rouge,) and 
whom they generally call Shakea; he lives on the west bank of the river, a short distance above Lake 
Pepin. The Petit Corbeau (Little Raven) resides ten miles below the mouth of the St. Peter’s, and both 
are distinguished chiefs of the Dacotas. Renvilie, Major Long’s interpreter, whose mother was a squaw, 
was well acquainted with the Indians on the Mississippi and the rivers tributary, near the Falls of St. 
Anthony and Lake Pepin. His statements and those of the Indians induced Major Long and the gentlemen 
associated with him to give the following information: “It is, we believe, clearly proved at present that the 
land which he (Carver) claimed by virtue of a grant from the Indians was never conveyed to him by them. 
Attempts were made, in 1817, by two of his grandsons to have the claim recognized by some of the 
Indians now living; they ascended the river when Major Long did, but were not successful. An instru- 
ment purporting to be the original treaty was afterwards sent to Canada, and placed in Renville’s hands 
by those who had an interest in the claim. He was requested to show it and explain its nature to the 
Indians, and to endeavor to obtain a confirmation of it from them; but, as he informed us, he could find 
no individual among them who had the least recollection or tradition of this conveyance, or of the names 
which are purported to have been affixed to the deed. The Indians say there were no chiefs among them 
of the name.” Major Long even doubts whether Carver resided among the Naudowissies five months, 
and assigns his reasons for the opinion.—(See p. 325, of his journal of 1823.) 

Although a negative answer to the first question may seem to render a further discussion unnecessary, 
the committee have thought proper to offer a few considerations on the second branch of the inquiry. In 
the case of Johnson against McIntosh, reported in 8 Wheaton, the question is settled beyond controversy. 
This was an action of ejectment brought for the recovery of lands in the State of Illinois, claimed by the 
plaintiff under a purchase and conveyance from the Piankeshaw Indians, and held by the defendant under 
a grant from the United States. Chief Justice Marshal, who delivered the opinion of the court, says, “while 
the different nations of Europe respected the rights of natives as occupants, they asserted the ultimate 
dominion to be in themselves, and exercised the power to grant the soil while in the possession of the 
natives. These grants have been understood by all te convey the title subject to the Indian right of 
occupancy. This government has always acted on the same principle. While it recognized the Indian 
right of occupancy, it claimed the fee; and the treaties by which we have acquired the possession of such 
extensive regions of country involve this principle. The consideration paid appears to be intended merely 
as an equivalent for the peaceable surrender of the possession.” 

By the treaty of 1783, which terminated in the revolutionary war, Great Britain ceded to the United 
States a vast extent of territory in the northwest, to which the Indian title had not been extinguished. 
The legality of the cession has never been doubted, nor, indeed, can it be. As the “Carver grant” is 
situated within our limits, as defined by the treaty, we are in the same situation in relation to it in which 
was the British government. The petitioner shows that Carver solicited a ratification of his claim: this is 
conclusive evidence that he himself believed it defective. Whether success would have attended his 
application to the extent of his wishes had hostilities not taken place is mere matter of conjecture. 
Certainly it is a claim, the acknowledgment of which by this government is not founded in right. The 
policy wiich dictated the proclamation of 1763 is unexceptionable. By that measure all private persons 
were interdicted the liberty of purchasing lands from the Indians. The indulgence of such a privilege, it 
had been ascertained, conduced to serious difficulties. The most reprehensible frauds had been practiced 
on the natives. Their avarice and propensity for ardent spirits had been but too successfully addressed. 
At the time Captain Carver explored the country about the Falls of St Anthony, this proclamation was 
recent, and in all probability known to him. With this knowledge of the prudence and caution of his 
country, he was among the first to offend. 

Fully impressed that it would be highly improper to confirm the claim of the petitioner, or that of any 
other person who may attempt to profit by the grant to Carver, the committee recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. 





A copy of a certificate of Dr. J. C. Lettsom, dated 
Lonpon, January 31, 1840. 


I certify that the printed copy of a grant of land in America, by two Indian chiefs, to Captain Jonathan 
Carver, deceased, prefixed to his travels published in London in the year 1782, was literally and accurately 
copied from a manuscript paper in the possession of his widow, Mary Carver, who declared to me that it 
was an original grant, conveyed to her husband by the said Indians named in the printed copy, with the 


fac simile or mark of each Indian. 
JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM. 


Attest: Samvet Peters. 
Lonpon, January 31, 1804. 


A true copy of a paper sent to me from London by Mrs. Martha Pope. 


SAMUEL HARRISON. 
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A copy of an affidavit of the Reverend S. Peters, LL. D., sent to me from London in 1805. 


The Reverend Samuel Peters, LL. D., testifies and says that he was intimately acquainted with 
Captain Jonathan Carver, in London, from January, 1775, until January 31, 1780, when said Carver died, 
and was buried in the parish of Shoreditch. That said Carver often showed to the deponent his papers; 
among them was a deed of a large tract of land lying on the east side of the Mississippi, and adjoining 
to the Falls of St. Anthony, granted to said Carver by two Indian chiefs, and signed with their signets, 
one marked in shape of a mud turtle and the other a snake, with Indian ink. 

Said Carver told this deponent that said deed was genuine, and was verily signed by the two sachems 
whose names were annexed to their signets; and that said deed had been laid before his Majesty, Lord 
Sandwich, and Lord North, &c., &c., who doubted not the authenticity, though without witnesses, because 
the signets were marked with such ink as was not known to them, and could not be imitated, as they 
believed, by any person in Christendom. That government promised him the royal ratification of said 
deed, and had omitted doing so only because of the troubles then existing in America. And this 
deponent further says, that Dr. Lettsom and this deponent attended said Carver in his last sickness; and 
this deponent heard said Carver express his hopes that his Majesty would ratify the deed for the good of 
his children and for the good of the nation; as a settlement in that quarter by the English would secure 
the friendship and commerce of the Indian tribes to the Western ocean, and tend greatly to civilize an 
innumerable multitude of innocent and ignorant people. And further the deponent saith not. 


SAMUEL PETERS. 


Sworn before me, at Union Hall, April 19, 1805. 
PETER BROADLEY. 


A true copy. Attest: 
SamMuEL Harrison. 





Questions proposed to the Reverend Dr. Samuel Peters before the honorable committee from the Senate, to whom 
was referred the petition of Samuel Harrison, praying the legislature to recognize an Indian deed granting 
to Captain Jonathan Carver a tract of land near St. Anthony’s Falls, in the Mississippi. 


(Juestion. How long is it since you knew Captain Jonathan Carver? 

Answer. I knew Captain Jonathan Carver in 1755, in the colony of Connecticut. 

(Juestion. How long did you know him in England? 

Answer. Ever since my second arrival in London, 1774, until January 31, 1780, when he died. 

Question. Did you ever see an Indian deed of some land near St. Anthony’s Falls given by two 
sachems to Captain Carver? 

Answer. Captain Carver showed to me at London a deed of a tract of land lying eastwardly of St. 
Anthony’s Falls, in A. D. 1775, signed with the signets of two chiefs of the Naudowissie nation, dated at 
the Great Cave, May 1, A. D. 1767. The signets were a tortoise and a snake. 

Question. By whom was it written? 

Answer. The names of the two Indian chiefs and the deed were in the handwriting of Captain Carver, 
without any witnesses to the deed. 

Question. Did you ever hear Captain Carver tell the reason why no witnesses were annexed to the 
deed ? 

Answer. Yes; I asked him why he had no witnesses to his deed? He replied: I had with me only 
one Canadian Frenchman and one Indian guide, neither of whom could read or write; and if they had 
made their marks I must have written their names; therefore I thought the signets of the Indian chiefs 
would be better proof to the Naudowissie tribe than all other proofs. 

Question. Do you not think there is reason to believe the deed was a forgery by Captain Carver; if 
not, what are your reasons? 

Answer. No; because Captain Carver always supported a moral and religious character both in New 
and Old England; and he told me the signets were verily made by the two sachems. Besides, Captain 
Carver was a man of great abilities and good sense, which would teach him that he could have no 
interest or advantage by a forged deed had it been ratified by the British government on his petition in 
1770; for the Indians would not have suffered him to take possession of a territory of theirs under a false 
deed, which Carver well knew; and yet he petitioned the British government to ratify the said Indian 
deed to him, that he might go and take possession of said land in a legal manner to recompense him for 
all his dangers, travels, and expense. Further, had Carver known the deed to be a forgery he would 
have asked for a pecuniary reward for his discoveries instead of asking for a ratification of a false deed, 
which he knew could never be of any use or benefit to himself or heirs. Carver petitioned for a ratifica- 
tion of his deed that he might go and settle under the crown on the territory, according to his agreement 
with the Indians in 1767, and did not petition for a pecuniary reward, which he might have received. 

(Juestion. Did you ever sce any other writing of Captain Carver besides that deed from the Indians 
to Carver ? 

Answer. Yes; many. 

Question. Does this writing look like Captain Carver’s writing ?* 

Answer. Yes; and I know it to be his handwriting as well as I know my own writing. 

Question. Did you know that Captain Carver petitioned the British government for a ratification of 
an Indian deed to Carver of some land near St. Anthony’s Falls ? 

Answer. In the year 1775 Captain Carver showed me a copy of a petition of his to the British 
government, praying for a confirmation of a deed from two sachems of the tribes of the Naudowissies of 
a large tract of land on the east side of the Mississippi river, near St. Anthony’s Falls, which was founded 
on the Indian deed dated May 1, 1767. He begged my influence with Lord North, Lord Dartmouth, and 
Lord Sandwich, to have it ratified as soon as possible. 

Question. Did you advocate Carver's petition with those lords ? 


= Here was presented a part of a letter to his wife, dated London, September 19, 1770. 
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Answer. Yes; and but for the Declaration of Independence of the thirteen States of America in 1776 
his petition would have been granted; and Captain Carver, with myself and others, should have sailed to 
New Orleans to explore the Mississippi and Missouri rivers to their sources, according to our appoint- 
ment under the British government. 

Question. Did you ever hear that any doubt was entertained by the above-named lords, or any other 
person in England, respecting the authenticity of the Indian deed to Captain Carver ? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question. Who attended Captain Carver when he died; and what did Carver then say ? 

Answer. Dr. Lettsom and myself, and Carver committed his papers to Dr. Lettsom, and wished that 
Lettsom and I might pursue the petition, and secure the ratification of the Indian deed for the benefit of 
his children and country. 

Question. What took place after Captain Carver’s death touching the territory ? 

Answer. Dr. Lettsom hired an engraver to take off the signets of the two Indian chiefs, and had 
them printed, with the Indian deed to Carver, in the third edition of Carver’s Travels; and, in 1783, the 
merchants of London petitioned Lord Shelbourne not to form a peace without saving to the British 
merchants the right of navigating the Mississippi and its waters for the sake of the peltry and fur trade; 
and the merchants’ petition was granted. , 

Question. After the peace of 1783 what followed respecting the Mississippi and Carver's claim ¢ 

Answer. The merchants of England met and agreed to send a number of persons up the Missouri and 
the Mississippi to St. Anthony’s Falls, (among whom I was one;) and failed only because of the armament 
against Spain and then against Russia. 

Question. Dr. Lettsom says, in his third edition of Carver’s Travels, that the original deed was in his 
possession in 1782; do you know why that original deed has been missing ? 

Answer. In consequence of a letter from §. Harrison, esq., I applied to Dr. Lettsom, in 1804, for 
the original deed, in order to send it to Rufus Carver, of Vermont State; and Dr. Lettsom said it had 
been taken out of his possession by some person not in his power to discover; yet he had reason to 
believe one of his servants had been hired to steal it, because all other papers belonging to Carver were 
still with him. 

Question. What use could any one make of said Indian deed after stealing it ? 

Answer. Mr. C. & Co., as I was told by Dr. Lettsom and others, believed the land in question belonged 
to Martha Carver, who was deemed the only child surviving Captain Carver. On that ground Mr. C. & Co. 
induced Martha to leave the house of lady Pearson, her benefactrix and foster-mother, who had adopted 
Martha as her own child, and clandestinely to marry a young sailor, and then prevailed on her and her 
husband to take letters of administration at Doctor’s Commons on Captain Carver’s estate. The 
next day C. & Co. prevailed on Martha and her husband, as administrators, to constitute Mr. C. their agent, 
and by the same instrument sold and conveyed all the territory mentioned in the Indian deed to Captain 
Carver, reserving only one-tenth to Martha and her husband. 

Question. After the sale of the land to C. & Co. what was done? 

Answer. Mr. C. & Co. sent Mr. Clark with goods and money, nearly the value of £2,000 sterling, to 
New York; and from thence he was ordered to visit the Naudowissies and procure a new deed of the land 
to Mr. C. & Co. Clark, on his route towards Niagara, was murdered and robbed, and the murderer was 


discovered and hanged at Albany. 
Question. What effect had the death of Mr. Clark with the claim and deed given to Carver by the two 


Indian chiefs ? 

Answer. That sad catastrophe of Mr. Clark proved fatal to Mr. C. & Co., as was believed by Sir Richard 
Pearson, Dr. Lettsom, Dr. Pearson, and others; for it was their opinion that Mr. Clark had the original 
deed with him when he was murdered and robbed, and therefore C. & Co. ceased to pursue Carver’s claim 
any further. 

Question. Do you know Mr. C. & Co.? 

Answer. I know Mr. C. only. 

Question. Did you ask Mr. C. for the original deed ? 

Answer. I asked him for the original deed, and he declined giving me an answer, but said he had 


laid out above £3,000 sterling for his share in that business of Captain Carver. 
SAMUEL PETERS. 


City or Wasurineton, District of Columina. 

Personally appeared the Reverend Dr. Peters, who signed the above answers in my presence, and 
made oath, on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God, that the answers given to the preceding questions 
contain, to the best of his knowledge and belief, the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 


Sworn March 29, 1806, before - 
WILLIAM THORNTON, Justice of the Peace. 
The affidavit contained on these sheets, and signed Samuel Peters, was, in substance, testified by him 


before the committee of the Senate appointed on the petition of Samuel Harrison, agent for the heirs of 
Captain Jona. Carver, and it was sworn to before Mr. Justice Thornton, because the committee conceived 


they had not authority to administer an oath. 
ISRAEL SMITH, Chairman. 
Wasuineton, April 25, 1806. 





Prarrie pu Curen, February 1, 1819. 


Dear Sir: Mr. Mann arrived here last summer and is still waiting. He found the Indians were 
willing to give up the lands. He immediately sent to his brother-in-law to get permission to hold a council 
with them; has not got any return as yet. You have probably got the certificates of D. Campbell, of 
Lefoy, and Red Wing. Ican say but little more. Red Wing, when here, always called on me every day. 
Says to every one that the land belongs to us, and we must have it. I have made him and his family 
what little presents I could. Red Wing, when here, soon after you left here, insisted to go to Mr. Balvoin’s 
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and tell him the situation of it. He went. Mr. Balvoin asked him, in presence of Captains Hickman and 
Armstrong, if he knew anything respecting the sale to Carver, or deed being given. He said, he being 

oung, did not recollect anything of any papers, but knew that his two uncles gave Carver the lands. 
Mr. Balvoin then stopped. Red Wing wished to explain the whcle transaction. Mr. Balvoin said he had 
nothing to do in the business—did not like to have any more said; but observed, you go to give away all 
your lands—the Americans will be so thick there you cannot live. Red Wing was not well satisfied. It 
is now as public and as well understood as your newspapers. It is no harm to talk to them now. Times 
have changed very much since you left here. Mr. Keyes has gone up to after timber, in company 
with G. McNeir; asked Mr. Balvoin’s permission. Mr. Balvoin said there was no need of any, as any one 
could go. When you were here no one could speak; but now we can say as much as we please. Mr. 
Johnson and I have differed very much since you left here; but we have all given it up, and I now say 
what I please respecting it. 

Mr. Batelle has returned. First day of January was ordered off again; has built him a house on a 
small island about a mile from Manor, and I am now building a saw-mill in company with him on Yellow 
river, under a permission I obtained from the commanding officer, which I hope will be a running as soon 
as you get here, which we are anxiously waiting. For my own part I apprehend no difficulty, if you 
obtain permission from the Secretary of War, and can make them some presents. The young Indians 
have asked Lefoy and the other chiefs to try to get two boat loads of goods if possible. I have wrote to 
Mr Tuthill. 

I am, as ever, yours, 





CONSTANT A. ANDREWS. 
Rev. S. Peters. 
N. B.—Mr. Johnson, in one of our spats, said, if you obtained permission from the Secretary there 
would be no difficulty. 





Fatis, Black River, November 10, 1819. 


Dear Sir: On the second day of November I set a saw-mill a running, not much inferior to any in the 
United States. This river takes its rise near the northeast corner of your tract. The mill is about thirty 
or forty miles east from Lake Pepin. 

The Sioux very willingly gave us permission to come here. There were seven chiefs in council; 
Lefoy was not there. The seven gave us five years. Lefoy came soon after, and gave it forever. I am 
very much pleased with my situation. I was obliged, on account of iron, to go to the prairie once, but 
was overjoyed on my arrival back, and now regret to leave sight of the mill. ‘There is a fort built at the 
mouth of St. Peter’s river. Perseverance is all that is necessary to get possession now. The commanding 
officer lets any one go that wishes.. Mr. Faribault has gone with his family up a little above Lake Pepin. 
All mountains have become plains, and all our paths are peace. Your return would be more pleasant 
than before. We have been expecting you this last summer very much. 

You will have no better time than the present to settle your lands. The Indians are now willing. 
They give up the idea of living here, except the old ones. 

If you see Julius, or can send to him, I wish you would urge him to come here, as I cannot do all the 
business myself. 

If the company intend me to take part of the tract, I shall be ready to meet their wishes. If I could 
get Julius here, I would take time to explore the whole tract. 

One thing is certain, that if Lefoy, Curbo, and Red Wing acknowledge the grant to Carver, for my own 
part I don’t see who can get it from us. I am willing to risk a suit on my part for the title, if the United 
States wish. _ 

I am, as ever, yours, 
CONSTANT A. ANDREWS. 

Rev. S. Peters. 

N. B.—I shall expect you in the spring. Do bring Julius P. Andrews with you. Here 1 am happy to 
live; here I am willing to die. 





Prairig pu CuiEn, June 7, 1818. 


REVEREND AND Dear Sir: Agreeably to your request, I improve the first opportunity of conveying a 
letter to you by the way of Mackinaw, and with greater pleasure, as I can speak with confidence on the 
prospect of a speedy acknowledgment of ‘“Carver’s purchase” by the chiefs of the Sioux nation. About 
the first of June, Red Wing (the chief who resides at Lake Pepin) arrived here, and encamped on the island 
opposite the town. We have had several private interviews with him, and the substance of our intelligence, 
as interpreted by Mr. Campbell, is as follows: 

That the land from St. Anthony’s Falls to Lake Pepin (saving Carver’s claim) is the property of him 
and the Little Crow. The chiefs who signed Carver’s deed (the Tortoise and Snake) were his uncles. 
He well remembers Carver and the sale of the land; says he is willing to confirm the deed of his ancestors, 
but says he must first consult Lefoy and Curbo, who rank before him. He has proceeded up the river, 
and promised to return with Lefoy the latter end of this month. 

He appears to be between 60 and 70 years of age; is reputed by those who know him to be an honest 
man, and that his word may be depended on. 

I regret your absence at this time, as your age corresponding with theirs, and being the immediate 
representative and acquaintance of Carver, I think would inspire them with greater confidence. However, 
we will manage as well as we can; and I think you will only have to wait the permission of our govern- 
ment to take possession of your right. 

Since you left this place there have been seven arrivals at different times from St. Louis, among whom 
were Mr. Balvoin, (who is now Indian agent and a civil magistrate,) Colonel McNeir, Major Fowler, Mr. 
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Shaw, and Lieutenant (now Captain) Hickman and lady. In two hours after his arrival, Colonel Chambers 
started for St. Louis; whether he will return I do not know. Hickman now commands this post. 

On the 25th ultimo I commenced a school in this village; have about thirty scholars, mostly bright 
and active, at two dollars per month. I board with your old landlord, Mr. Faribault, but have to regret 
the loss of your company. , 

I have engaged for three months, and before the expiration of that time I trust your business will be 
amicably settled with the Indians. 

Dear sir, accept my best wishes for your welfare; hope you had a pleasanter passage returning than 
you had coming out; that you met with a welcome reception among your friends I have no doubt. May 
God preserve your life for the benefit of mankind; and when the measure of your useful days is filled, the 
possession of a self-approving conscience will blunt the sting of death, and waft your welcome spirit to 
realms of endless happiness and peace. 

My respects to your son and his amiable family, with whom I had the pleasure of a short acquaintance; 
likewise to all your friends who feel solicitous of your welfare. 

I conclude, by respectfully subscribing myself ever yours to serve, 
WILLARD KEYES, 


Rev. Dr. S. Perers. 


P. S.—I would just mention to you that Mr. Tuthill’s character has been roughly handled, especially 
since Major Fowler’s arrival; they say he has nearly ruined him. I have made no inquiries on the subject, 
but expect he will have to bear all the blame, whether guilty or not. I hope you will not mention this to 
his discredit, but, if you please, tear it off. 

June 10. Mr. Crooks arrived yesterday, ten days from Mackinaw; said he met you in good health. 
He proceeds from here to St. Louis. I have nothing new to write, but shall close my letter this morning 
and forward it by Mr. Palen. Hope you will be kind enough to write when convenient. May the bless- 
ings of God attend you. 

Yours, W. KEYES. 





January 38, 1820. 


REVEREND AND Dear Sir: I took your letter from St. Louis post office but a few days since, dated 
January 22,1819. The negligence of postmasters in detaining or delaying letters thus almost a year 
cannot be too severely reprobated. However, at this late period I would congratulate you on your safe 
arrival among your friends and family. I am highly gratified to discover in your style of writing that 
persevering principle which has ever marked your conduct, and will, in the end, I hope and trust, ulti- 
mately succeed. 

During the summer of 1818 I wrote two letters to you, in which I stated what I then had reason to 
believe, from the information of Mr. Campbell, that your business might be brought to a favorable issue, 
provided you had the sanction of the general government in writing; otherwise, we could go no further. 
I remained at Prairie du Chien till May, 1819, when, despairing of hearing from you, and believing it to be 
of no use to remain longer in this expensive place, I came down the river, and am now in Madison county, 
State of Illinois. I have been sick several months, but am now gaining health and strength. 

Mr. Andrews still perseveres in the Indian country. He has been employed the summer past in 
building a saw-mill on Black river, the mouth of which is 100 miles above Prairie du Chien. I shall 
forward the letter I received from you to him by the first opportunity. 

I must now conclude by wishing you health and happiness for years to come. Yours, respectfully, 

WILLARD KEYES. 


tev. Samuen Perers, LL. D. 





The deponent, Samuel Peters, clerk in holy orders, under solemn oath testifies and says: He was in 
London, A. D. 1774, and saw Captain Jonathan Carver, a native of Canterbury, in the colony of Connec- 
ticut, in New England, and knew he had laid a petition before his Majesty George III, praying his 
Majesty to approve of and ratify a certain deed of a tract of land to himself, heirs, and assigns forever, 
given by two Indian chiefs of the Naudowissie tribes, dated at the Great Cave on May 1, 1767, lying on 
the east side of Mississippi river, near the Falls of St. Anthony and Lake Pepin, which could not be 
approved of or ratified by any governor in any of his Majesty’s colonies in North America, because the 
land laid not within any British colony; and all governors were forbid by a proclamation of King Charles 
II, dated October 7, 1663. 

The deponent saith further, that the King and lords of his council held a court in the month of 
February, A. D. 1775, on the petition of said Carver, and ordered said Carver, Mr. Iron, Carver’s counsellor, 
learned in the law, and this deponent, to attend, and they obeyed. The court asked said Carver: Is this your 
petition? Carver answered, yes. The court asked Carver: Is this deed from the two sachems to you 
genuine, bona fide, upon your honor? Carver answered, yes; genuine, bona fide, upon my honor. After 
many other questions to Carver, the court asked Mr. Iron: As you have drawn Carver's petition and seen 
all his papers, have you discovered any reason why the prayer of Carver’s petition ought not to be granted? 
Mr. Iron answered, I have not. 

The court then asked this deponent: How long have you known the petitioner and his character? The 
deponent answered, from A. D. 1754; he was born in Canterbury, in the colony of Connecticut, near where 
I was born; he is great grandson of John Carver, the first English governor that settled Plymouth, in 
New England, A. D. 1620. He served as captain under General Lyman, in Connecticut troops against 
Canada in the war of 1755, and supported a brave character during that war, and ever after a moral 
character. He served also under General Wolfe in taking Quebec, and under General Amherst in taking 
Montreal and all Canada. He also greatly suffered at Fort William Henry. After the peace made in 
1763, he travelled in the northwestern part of North America with two servants, one a Frenchman, the 
other a Mohawk, to visit the distant Indians, and discovered a country where no white man had ever been 


seen before. 
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Question by the court. Do you believe the Indians would give so much land to Carver for his services 
and presents? The deponent answered, yes; for the Indians are generous and grateful to their friends 
and benefactors, and Captain Carver was their friend and benefactor, and made peace between them and 
other powerful tribes, which was worth to them more than the territory given in their deed; and, besides, 
the Indians had lands and wilderness enough, and they loved Carver and wauted him to settle and abide 
with them as a sachem and protector, which he promised to do. 

Question by the court. Of what religion is Captain Carver? The deponent answered: He is by 
profession an Anabaptist, and deemed to be a good and honest man, and worthy of full credit in his native 
country. 

Then was read Lord Amherst’s certificate, viz: “I knew Captain Jonathan Carver in America, of the 
troops from Connecticut, under my command, to be a brave and faithful officer and soldier.” 

Then Carver, Iron, and this deponent were ordered to retire into another room; after some time, were 
again called before the court, and the minister said to Captain Carver: His Majesty has graciously granted 
your petition, and has ordered a gratuity of £1,373 6s. 8d. to be paid to you, and that you prepare to sail 
tor New Orleans next June, and take possession of your territory, with one hundred and fifty men, of whom 
you will be commander; and his Majesty will provide ships, men, and necessaries to convey you there. 
Captain Carver received the money; and all things were making ready when news arrived of the battle of 
Bunker Hill, which put a stop to Carver’s return. 

After leaving the court, Mr. lron said to Captain Carver, “T give you joy; this is ratification sufficient 
of your deed from the two Indian chiefs.” 

This affidavit is a copy of the affidavit this deponent made before Israel Smith, Abraham Baldwin, and 
John Smith, all senators in Congress, appointed by the honorable Senate in January, A. D. 1806, a 
committee to examine and report on the claim and petition of the heirs of Captain Jonathan Carver, in 
right of their father, who died in London on January 31, 1780, and the committee left it with Samuel Otis, 
esq., Secretary of the Senate, which was missing (or lost) in February, A. D. 1824, as this deponent has 
been informed; and so caused the unfavorable report on his petition of November 29, 1823. 

SAMUEL PETERS. 


Personally appeared before me, John Willing, justice of the peace in and’for the county of Bergen, 
in the State of New Jersey, the Reverend Samuel Peters, LL.D., and made solemn oath that the foregoing 
deposition is true. Sworn before me, at Jersey City, this 25th day of September, 1824. 

JOHN WILLING, Justice of the Peace. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND BETWEEN THE RIO HONDO AND SABINE RIVERS, IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 31, 1825. 


Treasury DeparTMENT, January 28, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report of the register and receiver of the land district 
south of Red river, prepared in obedience to an act of March 3, 1823, and an act of May 28, 1824, sup- 
plementary thereto. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

Hon. the Presivent of the Senate. 





SourHweEsterN Lanp District, Stale of Louisiana, Opelousas, November 1, 1824. 


The register and receiver of the southwestern land district, in obedience to the act of Congress enti- 
tled “An act providing for the execution of the titles to land in that part of the State of Louisiana, 
situated between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine river,” approved March 3, 1823, and to the act supple- 
mentary thereto, approved May 26, 1824, respectfully report: 

That pursuant to the above recited acts, and for the purpose of carrying the same into effect, they 
did, after having given suitable notice to claimants of the time and place of their meeting, and the object 
thereof, repair to the town of Natchitoches, and held their session therein so long as was thought neces- 
sary for the performance of the duties in said acts prescribed. 

The first object of the board was to ascertain, from the best sources within their reach, the laws and 
customs of the Spanish province of Texas as regards the granting of lands, &c., the extent of the late 
neutral territory, together with other information necessary to a satisfactory discharge of the duties 
imposed upon us; for which purpose, in default of every kind of authentic or public data, we were compelled 
to have recourse to the knowledge of individuals of respectability, who, from their situation or pursuits, 
were deemed best capable of throwing lights upon those points of inquiry. Samuel Davenport, José Maria 
Mora, José Flores, Gregorio Mora, José Bernado Guitriez, and Juan Cortes, all of the parish of Natchiteches, 
to the following interrogatories, under oath, before the board declared as follows. ‘To the first, viz: 

“Were you acquainted with the organization of the government of the province of Texas, the powers 
and jurisdiction of its officers, and its laws, regulations, and customs, previous to December 20, 1803, 
relative to grants of land, or the alienation of the public domain ?” 

: Answer of Samuel Davenport. “I resided at Nacogdoches, in the province of Texas, early in 1798, 
where I lived until 1813; enjoyed all the rights and privileges of citizenship; became early acquainted 
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with the internal organization of that government, and the powers of its officers, regulations, and laws, 
relative to the granting of lands belonging to the royal domain.” 

Answer of José M. Mora. “1 was born and have resided within the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches, 
province of Texas.’ 

Answer of José Flores. “1 was, at divers times, procurador of the comun of Nacogdoches, &c., and 
have put several claimants in possession under the decrees of the lieutenant governors and commandants, 4 

Answer of Gregorio Mora. “That he was employed as procurador in Nacogdoches, and knows the 
powers of the commandants and lieutenant governors for the granting of lands within that jurisdiction; is 
an inhabitant of the Adais, and was born in Nacogdoches.” 

Answer of José Bernado Guitriez. ‘1 am a Creole of the province of New St. Andre, one of the internal 
provinces of Mexico, and resided in the city of Revilla until the year 1811; that I am well acquainted with 
the laws and regulations that are in force in that province for the eranting and disposing of vacant lands; 
and that they are the same as recognized in the province of Texas, from the titles and grants I have seen. oe 

Answer of John Cortes. “I have no knowledge of the proceedings of the government of Texas rela- 
tive to grants of land previous to December 20, 1803.” 


To the second interrogatory, viz: 
“Did the lieutenant governors and amelie of Nacogdoches each possess the power of granting 


lands within their jurisdiction; if so, was there no limitation in the exercise of that right?” 

Answer of S. Davenport. “The lieutenant governors and commandants possess the power to grant 
Jands in their jurisdiction; were not limited by superior authority to specific quantities in the exercise of 
that right; and were only instructed to proportion their grants to the property, force, stock, and merit of 
the individual asking grants. The procurador del comun was the ofticer appointed to make inquiry; put 
the petitioner in possession of the land prayed for, and executed the lieutenant governor’s and command- 
ant’s orders relative to the premises. It was not uncommon to grant large and extensive tracts of land for 
vacharies and stock ranges, not only in the province of Texas, but in all the “ Las Provincias Internas;” 
the raising of stock of every description being almost the only pursuit of the inhabitants of that country.” 

Answer of José M. Mora. “It is to my knowledge that the commandants and lieutenant governors, 
commanding within the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches, had the power to grant lands as far back as the year 
1792, at which time a commissioner, having special orders, came with instructions and rules for the grant- 
ing of lands, which rules and instructions were deposited among the public records, and governed the 
commandants and lieutenant governors in their grants since that time. Before the year 1792 the com- 
mandant of Nacogdoches gave only permits to settle for the purpose of cultivation, or for raising stock, 
without any other title to the property, which he was not authorized to give. The commandants and lieuten- 
ant governors of Nacogdoches were not, to my knowledge, limited, in the granting of lands, to any 
specific quantity, but it was their duty to proportion the extent of the grants to the circumstances of the 
individual claiming them, and to that effect the procurador of the comun, named to put the party in pos- 
session, inquired into the merits and circumstances of the applicant; and if the grant was for stock 
farmers, it was customary to extend the concession to two, three, and four leagues square, according to 
the wants and merits of the claimant ” 

Answer of José Flores. “That having seen the answer of José Maria Mora, swears to the same facts; 
that he has been procurador of the comun of Nacogdoches at divers times, and has put several claim- 
ants in possession under the decrees of the lieutenant governors and commandants of Nacogdoches, 
according to the regulations of the country, and that they are the same which appear in the titles of Pedro 
Dolet, Jacinta Mora, and others that he has seen.” 

Answer of Gregorio Mora. “That having seen the answers of José Maria Mora, swears to the same 
facts; that he has been employed as procurador in Nacogdoches, and that he knows the powers of the 
commandants and lieutenant governors for the granting of lands within that jurisdiction.” 

Answer of Don Juan Cortes. “In the year 1805, and since, I was informed, and knew by experience, 
that the lieutenant governors and commandants of Nacogdoches were in no respect limited as to the 
extent of lands they might concede; the quantity was always in proportion to the means of the applicant, 
and to the nature of the establishment he wished to make. If it was for cultivation and raising animals 
of all kinds, and the means of the petitioner were known, they would grant to him a concession of from 
one to four leagues square, on which the claimant was put in‘ possession by the syndic named for that 
purpose by the commandant, who afterwards approving in writing, ‘la prise de posesion,’ was considered 
as amounting to a concession in form.” 

To the third interrogatory, viz: 

“Were grants signed by the commandant or lieutenant governor considered as vesting a perfect title 
in the claimant, or were they deemed merely inchoate rights to be perfected by a grant or patent under 
the signature of the governor of the province ?” 

Answer of Samuel Davenport. “ All grants signed and confirmed by the lieutenant governor or com- 
mandant, executed in due form, were considered as vesting a complete title in the claimant, without any 
further process, and were recognized as such by the governor of the province, particularly by Governor 
Salcedo, in eighteen hundred and ten, when at Nacogdoches, making his provincial visit.” 

Answer of José M. Mora, confirmed by the testimony of José Flores and Gregorio Mora. ‘The 
grants given and signed by the commandants and lieutenant governors of Nacogdoches, made according 
to the instructions which existed since 1792, were always considered as perfect titles, without any other 
formality.” 

Answer of Juan Cortes. “Concessions signed by the lieutenant governor or commandant were always 
considered as perfect titles.” 

To the fourth interrogatory, viz: 

“What were the limits of the late neutral territory as considered by the ancient authorities of Texas 
and Louisiana ?” 

Answer of Samuel Davenport. “The neutral territory comprehended all the tract of country lying 
east of the Sabine and west of the river Culeashue, Bayou Kisachey, the branch of Red river, called Old 
river, from the Kisachey up to the mouth of Bayou Don Manuel, southwest of Bayou Don Manuel, Lake Terre 
Noir, and Aroyo Hondo, and south of Red river, to the northwestern boundary of the State of Louisiana.” 

Answer of José M. Mora. “I have no other knowledge of the neutral ground, as to its boundaries, 
but from the Rio Hondo to the Sabine river.” 

Answer of Gregorio Mora. “In the years of 1794 and 1795 I collected the tithes of all the inhabitants 
who lived or who had stocks west of the river Culeashue, of the Bayou Kisachey, of the Bayou Don Manuel 
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and Rio Hondo, and south of Red river, which were at that time within the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches 
and on the line of the province of Louisiana.” 

Did the Spanish authorities at Nacogdoches exercise jurisdiction over said scope of country? 

Answer of Samuel Davenport. “The inhabitants of the neutral territory were recognized as belonging 
to the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches, and the Spanish authorities considered their right of civil jurisdiction 
not taken away by the arrangement entered into between General Wilkinson and Governor Herrara in 
the year eighteen hundred and six; yet it was seldom exercised or enforced.” 

It appears to be a historical fact that the strip of country called the neutral territory was early 
disputed by the ancient governments of Texas and Louisiana, both alternately assuming and repelling 
jurisdiction over it; and even after both provinces were united under the dominion of Spain the dispute 
did not subside, but was kept alive and perpetuated by the jealousies of the local commandants. In this 
situation the United States acquired Louisiana, and the subject of controversy was not agitated until the 
convention between General Wilkinson and the Spanish commander, in 1806. A copy of this instrument 
could not be procured, but we were informed by Mr. John Cortes, a respectable merchant in Natchitoches, 
who acted as interpreter on that occasion, that nothing was therein decided as to limits; that both parties 
should withdraw their forces from the neutral ground; and that the question of sovereignty should remain 
subject to the amicable adjustment of the two superior governments. 

To the fifth interrogatory, viz: 

“What is the nature of the soil within the late neutral territory; rich and productive, or poor and 
barren ?” 

Answer of S. Davenport. “The whole tract of country or land within the neutral territory is pine 
woods; of course a poor arid soil, with a few exceptions of small quantities to be found adjoining to and 
on creeks and bayous, and fit for nothing but raising of stock.” 

Answer of José Maria Mora. “The soil of the neutral ground is mostly pine hills, and consequently 
very poor, and fit for nothing but the raising of stock, except some spots on the margin of water-courses, 
which can be cultivated.” . 

Answer of José Flores and Gregorio Mora. Their answer is the same as that of José Maria Mora. 

Answer of John Cortes. “The quality of the lands in the neutral territory is generally ‘pero fertil.’” 

To the sixth interrogatory, viz: 

“Are the public archives or records of the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches yet in that place? If not, 
what became of them, or how were they disposed of ?” 

Answer of S. Davenport. “The public archives and records of the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches are not 
at that place at present. They were removed and carried off by Don José Montero in 1812, then com- 
manding at Nacogdoches, when he abandoned that place with his troops at the approach of Guthries and 
McGee, who were attempting to revolutionize the country; since which time I had never known where 
those records were deposited, and believe, from circumstances and facts in my knowledge, that the most 
part of them were destroyed at San Antonio, where said Montero carried them to.” 

Answer of José M. Mora. “The public records of the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches do not exist in that 
place, and it is to my knowledge that in 1812, when the commandant, Don José Montero, left Nacogdoches 
with his troops, he took away with him all the records and documents belonging to or concerning the 
inhabitants of the jurisdiction, and I have never known since what had been done with them.” 

Answer of John Cortes. “The archives of Nacogdoches were carried off by the royalist authorities at 
the time of the invasion of 1812. I know that they were never brought back to Nacogdoches, but I am 
ignorant as to where they now are.” 

1. Henry Quirk, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, on the Bayou of the Three Prairies, being the upper settlement on said 
bayou, bounded below by the land of Thomas Wilson, and containing 640 acres, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation on and previous to February 22, 1819. In support thereof the following 
testimony was taken before the board: “ Louis Latham and José Maria Mora, being sworn separately, 
say they know the land claimed in the notice; that it is situated as therein described; that said tract 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, cotton, and 
tobacco thereon, on and previous to the year 1814; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ments on the tract claimed may include between twenty-five and thirty acres.” On this proof the claim, 
in our opinion, ought to be confirmed. Accordingly, in the abstract, it will be found under the third class. 

2. Louis Latham, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed a notice claiming a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded above by Thomas 
Wilson and below by William Davidson, and containing 640 acres, by virtue of occupation, habitation, 
and cultivation ‘on and previous to February 22, 1819. In support thereof the following testimony was 
taken before the board: “ Henry Quirk and José Maria Mora, being sworn, say they know the land claimed; 
that the same is situated as therein described; that said tract was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by 
the claimant, by his living and growing corn, cotton, tobacco, and wheat thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on said tract may embrace 
forty acres.” Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, it will, in the abstract, be found under 
the head of “third class.” 

3. Antonio Le Rue, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed a notice claiming a lot of land lying within 
the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou See, bounded on the west by John Galmond, and on the 
east by Francisco Galmond, and containing about one acre, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and 
cultivation on and previous to February 22, 1819. In support of this claim the following testimony was 
taken before the board: “José Maria Prosel and José Strother, being sworn, severally say that they know 
the lot of land claimed in the foregoing notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; 
that said lot was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and those under whom he claims, 
by living and cultivating vegetables thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; and that said occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and those under whom he holds, 
since that period to this time.” We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in 
the abstract, have classed it with the third class of claims. 

4, Francisco Grammon, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habita- 
tion, occupation, and cultivation, on and previous to February 22, 1819, a tract of land lying within the 
late neutral territory, and situated on the Bayou See, bounded on the west by the claim of Antonio Le 
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Rue, on the north and east by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following 
testimony was taken before the board: “José Maria Prosel and José Strother, being sworn, say they 
know the land claimed in the foregoing notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; 
that said tract was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the improvements on the 
land may embrace about six acres.” On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, 
and accordingly, in the abstract, have classed it under the head of “third class of claims.” 

5. Henry Stoker, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, on and previous to February 22, 1819, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situate on the waters of the Pedro, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: “ Louis Latham and 
John Lum, being each sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Henry Stoker in his foregoing 
notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said tract of land was occupied, 
inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn and cotton thereon, on and pre- 
vious to February 22,1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on said tract 
embrace between 20 and 25 acres.” On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and 
accordingly, in the abstract, it will be found under the head of “third class of claims.” 

6. Latney Parrot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, on and previous to February 22, 1819, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the waters of the Bayou Buena Vista, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, and 
containing 640 acres. In support of the claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 
“Louis Latham and John Lum, being each sworn, say that they knew the land claimed by Latney Parrot 
in his above notice; that the same is situated as is therein described; that said tract was occupied, inhab- 
ited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing cotton and corn thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabiting, occupation, and cultivation has been continued by the claim- 
ant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements thereon embrace between 
10 and 15 acres.” We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in the abstract, it 
will be found under the head of “third class of claims.” 

7. John Lum, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, occu- 
pation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters of 
the Pedro and Bayou Buena Vista, bounded on the north by Bodia Flores, west by Laplace, south by 
vacant land, on the eastern boundary partly by Andrew Chamard, and containing 640 acres. In support 
thereof the following testimony was taken before the board: “ Latney Parrot and Louis Latham, being 
each sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John Lum in his above notice; that the same is 
situated as is therein described; that the said tract was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claim- 
ant, by his living and growing cotton and corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present 
time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the tract claimed includes between 8 and 10 acres.” We 
are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have accordingly, in the abstract, classed it with the 
third class of claims. 

8. John Waddill, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the cast 
side of the, river Sabine, bounded by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support thereof the fol- 
lowing testimony was taken before the board, and filed: ‘“ Absalon I. Winfree and Jacob Winfree, being 
sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John Waddill in his above notice; that the same is situ- 
ated as is therein described; that the said tract was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, 
by his living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation 
habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant and Henry Stoker, to whom said land 
was conveyed, since that period to the present time; and that the improvements on the tract embrace 
about 20 acres. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“third class of claims.” 

9. Joel Leakey, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of the Négreite, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the 
following testimony was taken before the board: “Jacob Winfree and Jesse Yocum, being sworn, say that 
they know the land claimed by Joel Leakey in his above notice; that the same is situatetl and lying as is 
therein described; that the said tract of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by 
his living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habita- 
tion, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that 
the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of the opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have accordingly, in the abstract, classed 
it with the third class of claims. 

10. Samuel Norriss, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the south- 
west bank of Red river, bounded on the west by Francois Porrio, south by a lake, east by Leonard Dyson, 
and containing 489 acres. In support of this claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 
“Leonard Dyson and Peter Murphy, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Samuel Norriss 

in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said tract was 
occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn and tobacco thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the tract 
claimed include about fifteen acres.” 

We are of the opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have accordingly, in the abstract, classed 
it under the head of third class of claims. 

11. Hugh MecNeley, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on both sides 
of a branch of the Bayou Toro, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. He 
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also offered the following testimony, taken before the board, in support thereof: “Joel Leakey and Jacob 
Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by Hugh McNeley in his above 
notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said tract was occupied, inhabited, 
and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 
1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that 
period to the present time; and that the improvements on the tract claimed may embrace about ten acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in the abstract, it 
will be found classed with the third class of claims. 

12. Christopher Anthony, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habita- 
tion, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Négreite, below the Lewis fork of said bayou, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: “Jesse Yocum and 
Jacob Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by Christopher Anthony in 
his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said tract of land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under whom he claims, by his living 
and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that the said occupation, habitation, and 
cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and by those under whom he claims, since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements thereon at this time embrace about thirty-five 
acres.” 

On this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in the abstract, 
it will be found classed with the “third class of claims.” 

13. Samuel Norriss, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Peter Murphy, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the southwest bank of Red river, bounded on the east by Baptiste Porrio and children, south 
by vacant land, west by James Pheras, and containing 296.66 acres. The claim is supported by the follow- 
ing testimony taken before the board: 

“Leonard Dyson and Peter Murphy, being sworn, say that they know the tract of land claimed by 
Samuel Norriss, as assignee of Peter Murpiy, in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying 
as is therein described; that the said tract of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, 
or those under whom he claims, by their living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 
1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, or those under 
whom he claims, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the tract 
claimed at this time embraces about five acres.” 

On this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in the abstract, 
it will be found among the “third class of claims.” 

14. Leonard Dyson, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Edward McLaughlin, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the waters of Red river, on the southeast side of a cut-off which forms Norriss’ island, 
bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norriss and Peter Murphy, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Leonard Dyson, as assignee of Edward McLaughlin, and described in his above notice; that the same is 
lying and situated as is therein described; that said tract of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated 
by the claimant, and those under whom he holds, by their living and growing corn thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, 
and those under whom he holds, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement 
on the tract claimed at this time includes about five acres.” 

On this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and have, consequently, in the 
abstract, classed it with the “third class of claims.” 

15. Nathaniel Norriss, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on what is 
called the Peachtree bayou, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norriss and Jean Baptiste Poirét, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Nathaniel Norriss in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; and 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and those under whom he claims, by their 
living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that the said occupation, habitation, 
and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, or by those under whom he holds, since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed may include about six acres.” 

On this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and have accordingly, in the 
abstract, classed it with the “third class of claims.” 

16. Nathaniel Norriss and brothers, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming, by 
virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
and situated on the Peachtree bayou, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norriss and Jean Baptiste Poirét, being severally sworn, say that they know the tract of 
land claimed by Nathaniel Norriss and brothers in their above notice; that the same is situated and 
lying as is therein described; that the said tract was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimants, 
by their living and cultivating corn, tobacco, and cotton thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimants since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimants’ improvements on the land claimed at this time embrace about 
fifteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, consequently it will be found with the “third 
class of claims.” 

17. Thomas Hicks, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated in the 
Hickory Woods, within a mile of the Sabine river, about three miles below the mouth of the Négreite 
bayou, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the 
following testimony taken before the board: 

“Joel Leakey and Jesse Yocum, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Thomas Hicks 
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in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said tract of land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under whom he holds, by their 
living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, 
and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and those under whom he holds, since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about twenty acres,” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and consequently, in the abstract, have classed 
it with the ‘third class of claims.” 

18. Leonard Dyson, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the south- 
west bank of Red river, bounded north by Henry Stockman, northwest by Samuel Norriss, south by vacant 
land, and east by land claimed by Baptiste Porrio, sr., containing 575 acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norriss and John McLaughlin, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Leonard 
Dyson in his notice No. 18; that the same is situated as is therein described; that said tract was occupied, 
inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace 
about five acres.” 

We are of opinion, from the proof adduced, that this claim ought to be comfirmed, and in the abstract 
it will be found among the “third class.” 

19. Baptiste Poirét, jr., brothers and sisters, of the parish of Natcbitoches, filed their notice claiming, 
by virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the southwest bank of Red river, bounded northwest by Samuel Norriss, and on all other sides 
by vacant Jand, and containing 640 acres; in support of which the following testimony taken before the 
board was filed: 

“Leonard Dyson and John McLaughlin, being sworn, say that they know the tract of land claimed by 
Baptiste Poirét, jr., his brothers and sisters, in his above notice No. 19; that the same is situated and 
lying as is therein described; that said tract of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claim- 
ants, by their living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimants since that period to the present time; and 
that the claimants’ improvements on the land claimed embrace about seven acres.” 

We are of opinion, from the proof adduced, that this claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, 
in the abstract, it will appear among the “third class.” 

20. Baptiste Poirét, sr., of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on one of 
the lakes of Red river, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 351.80 acres, agreeably to a 
plat of survey made by John Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor, dated October 30, 1823, filed "with his notice. 
The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“Peter Murphy and John McLaughlin, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Baptiste 
Poirét, sr., in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said tract 
of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and cultivating tobacco and 
fruit trees thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; that the claimant’s improvements 
on the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion, from the proof adduced, that this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract 
it will appear under the head of “third class.” 

21. Moses Robison, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the south- 
west bank of Red river, on an island, and bounded as described in a plat of survey made by John 
Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor of the United States, dated October 27, 1823, filed with the notice, and 
containing 4353 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Pharis and Peter Murphy, being sworn, say that they know the tract of land claimed by 
Moses Robison in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
tract of land was occupied, cultivated, and inhabited by the claimant, by his living and growing. corn 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion, from the proof adduced, that the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract 
have classed it with the “third class of claims.” 

22. Peter Stockman, of the county of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the 
southwest bank of Red river, bounded on all sides by vacant land, except on the west by land claimed 
by Baptiste Poirét, sen., and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norriss and John McLaughlin, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Peter Stockman in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said tract of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ments on the land claimed embrace about six acres.” 

We are of opinion, from the proof adduced, that this claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in 
the abstract, it will be found with the “tnird class of claims.” 

23. Jacob Winfree, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situate in the 
Hickory Woods, on a branch of the Négreite bayou, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“George Stewart and John Waddill, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Jacob Winfree in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant 
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since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace 
about ten acres.” 

It is admitted the tract here claimed was not “inhabited” by the claimant on or prior to February 
92, 1819; and the question now arises, is this circumstance essential to the validity of his right? It is 
shown that the land was actually cultivated on that day, and prior thereto, by the claimant himself; and 
we think that, notwithstanding the fact of his living with his family at a neighbor’s, perhaps for temporary 
protection or convenience, he would have been entitled, under the government at that time exercising the 
sovereign power over that tract of country, to a title. We are of opinion, therefore, this claim ought to 
be confirmed, and have, in the abstract, classed it with the “third class.” 

24. James Pharis, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the 
southwest bank of Red river, bounded on the northwest by Moses Robison, on the south by vacant land, 
on the southeast by Samuel Norriss, and containing 640 acres. Supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Moses Robison and Peter Murphy, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
James Pharis in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
tract of land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time, and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and, in consequence, have reported it in the 
abstract with the “ third class.” 

25. José Rues, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
Santa Barbara, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the 
following testimony was taken before the board: 

‘‘Louis Latham and A. Delaserda, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed; that 
the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and culti- 
vated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 
1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that 
period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 
seven acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed; therefore, in the abstract, it will appear under 
the head of “third class.” 

26. Atonasio Delaserda, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the north by José Ignacio Estrother, and containing 640 acres. In support of the claim 
the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Peter Patterson and José Ignacio Estrother, being sworn, severally say that they know the land 
claimed by Atonasio Delaserda in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is_ therein 
described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and 
cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed; therefore, in the abstract, it will appear under 
the head of “third class.” 

27. José Estrader, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the south by Atonasio Delaserda, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the 
following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Peter Patterson and Atonasio Delaserda, being sworn, severally say that they know the land 
claimed by José Estrader in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by the person from whom he 
claims, by their living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and by the person from whom 
he claims, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 
embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed; therefore, in the abstract, it will appear under 
the head of “ third class.” 

28. Peter Patterson, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the northeast by the improvement of John Maximillien, and on all other sides by 
vacant land, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“Lewis Latham and John Maximillien, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Peter Patterson in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvement 
on the land claimed embraces about thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and consequently it will appear, in the abstract, 
under the head of “ third class.” 

29. Daniel Waltman, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the east by the line of S. Davenport, on all other sides by vacant lands, and con- 
taining 640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Lewis Latham and John Maximillien, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Daniel Waltman in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under whom he holds, by 
their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said cultivation, 
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occupation, and habitation has been continued by the claimant, and others holding under him, since 
that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces 


about seventeen acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and consequently it will appear, in the abstract, 


under the head of “third class.” 


30. John Maximillien, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the west by Peter Patterson, on all other sides by vacant lands, and containing 
640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Lewis Latham and Peter Patterson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
John Maximillien in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living, and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 


ment on the land claimed embraces about thirty acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and consequently it will appear, in the abstract, 


under the head of “third class.” 

31. Henry Stockman, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the south- 
west bank of Red river, bounded south by Leonard Dyson, and Bte. Poirét, sr., and containing 500 acres, 
agrecably to a plat of survey made by John Dinsmore, deputy surveyor of the United States, dated 
October 20, 1823, and filed with the notice. In support of this claim the following testimony was taken 
before the board: 

“ John McLaughlin and Peter Murphy, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Henry Stockman in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 
improvement on the land embraces aLout twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed; it will consequently be classed, in the abstract, 
with the “third class” of claims. 

32. John Gordon, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the east 
side of the river Sabine, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norriss and Nathaniel Norriss, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by John Gordon in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land embraces about seven acres.” 

Believing the testimony sufficient, we are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and, accord- 
ingly, it will be reported, in the abstract, with the “third class of claims.” 

33. John Armstrong, assignee of Charles Curtis, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situate on the Cass lake, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Leonard Dyson and John McDaniel, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by John Armstrong, assignee, in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein 
described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by him, under whom the claimant holds, 
by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued since that period to the present time by the claimant, 
and those under whom he holds; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 


eight acres.” 
We are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and accordingly, in the abstract, it will appear 


with the “third class of claims.” 

34. Cézare Wallace, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a small 
branch emptying into a lake known as Cass lake, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. ‘The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“Leonard Dyson and John Armstrong, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Cézare Wallace in his notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued since that period to the present time by the claimant; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and it will, in the abstract, appear under the 
head of “ third class.” 

35. James Kirkham, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of the Potrero, bounded northeast and south by vacant land, on the west by name unknown, and contain- 
ing 640 acres. The following testimony was taken before the board: 

“John Laplace and Robert Sharp, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
James Kirkham in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

From this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and, in the abstract, it will 


appear under the head of “ third class.” 
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36. John Laplace, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the south 
side of the road leading from Natchitoches to Gaines’ Ferry, about three miles beyond the Adais from 
Natchitoches, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Kirkham and Robert Sharp, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
John Laplace in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to this time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 
land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

On this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it will 

* appear under the head of “ third class.” 

37. James Kirkham, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Thomas Cartwright, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the Chacon bayou, bounded on the northwest by Henry Sheridan, on all other sides 
by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support of the claim the following testimony was taken 
before the board, in addition to a plat of survey made by John Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor of the 
United States, under date September 26, 1823, which is filed with the notice: 

“Henry Stoker and Robert Sharp, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
James Kirkham, assignee, in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein 
described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant’s assignor, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, 
and cultivation has been continued since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about fifteen acres. 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it will appear 
with the “third class of claims.” 

38. Benjamin Winfree, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a 
branch of the Bayou Négreite, bounded on the northwest by Jacob Winfree, on all other sides by vacant 
land, and containing 640 acres. The following testimony was taken before the board in support thereof : 

“John Waddill and George Stewart, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Benjamin Winfree in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited; and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it will appear with the claims 
of the “ third class.” 

39. Marian Sanchez, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
Pedro; bounded on all sides by vacant land, about one mile below the crossing of the main road, con- 
taining 640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“James Kirkham and Henry Stoker, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Marian Sanchez in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on 
the said land embraces about ten acres ” 

We are of opinion, from the testimony, that this claim ought to be confirmed, and have, in the 
abstract, reported it in the “third class.” 

40. Benjamin Morris, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by purchase, founded 
on occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
on the headwaters of the Toro, in the Hickory Woods, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board and filed: 

“Jacob Winfree and George Stewart, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Benjamin Morris in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under whom he 
claims, by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said 
occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued since that period to the present time; and 
that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and have, in the abstract, reported 
it in the “ third class.” 

41. Absalom J. Winfree, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
headwaters of the Toro, in the Hickory Woods, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the 
following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Jesse Yocum and Jacob Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Absalom J. Winfree in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those from whom he claims, 
by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued since that period to the present time by the claimant; 
and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about four acres. N. B.—Yocum 
knows nothing of the subsequent improvement.” 

We are of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it will be found with 
claims of the “ third class.” 

42. Henry Stoker, assignee of Alexander Calhoun, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
. territory, situated on the dividing ridge between Red river and the Sabine, bounded on the west by Mr. 
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Davenport, on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following 
testimony was taken before the board: 

“ James Kirkham and Marian Sanchez, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Henry Stoker, assignee of Alexander Calhoun, in his above notice; that said land is situated 
and lying as is therein described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant’s 
assignor, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said 
occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and by those under whom he 
holds, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 
embraces about forty acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have classed it, in the abstract, with the 
“third class.” 

43. Badio Flores, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in the town of 
the Adais; bounded on the south by John Lum, northeast by Andrew Chamard, north by Augustin T. 
San Miguel, and containing sixty-three acres, agreeable to a plat of survey made by John Dinsmore, jr., 
United States deputy surveyor, dated September 30, 1823, and filed with the notice. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ Marian Sanchez and James Kirkham, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Badio Flores in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have classed it, in the abstract, with claims of 
the “third class.” 

44, Thomas Arthur, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of the Négreite bayou, called the Long Prairie bayou, near the Hickory Woods, bounded on the south by 
Jacob F. Winfree, on all other sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Waddill and Absalom Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the Jand claimed by 
Thomas Arthur in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied and cultivated by the claimant, by his growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said occupation and cultivation has been continued since that period to the 
present time by the claimant; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 
twenty acres; that the claimant has lived on the land claimed since the winter of 1819 and 1820.” 

Though it is not proved that the land claimed was actually inhabited on February 22, 1819, yet we 
are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and have therefore classed it with the “third class” 
in the abstract.—(See No. 23.) 

45. Andrés Galindo, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of Bayou See, bounded south by Simon Montalgo, on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Peter Patterson and Guillaume Bébé, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Andrés Galindo in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about five acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have, in the abstract, classed it with the 
“third class.” 

46. Francois Poirét and Moses Robison, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming, by 
virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the southwest bank of Red river, bounded east by Samuel Norris, south by therlakes, wes! by 
vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken beiore 
the board: 

“John McLaughlin and Leonard Dyson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Francois Poirét and Moses Robison in their above notice; that the said land is situated and lying as 
is therein described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimants, by their 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimants since that period to the present time; 
and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about three acres.” The notice is 
signed by F. Poirét. 

Moses Robison, one of the claimants here, heretofore (No. 21) in his own right before this board, claimed 
a tract of land, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, which was recommended for confirma- 
tion: and we believe it was repugnant to the policy and contrary to the practice of the former Spanish 
government to concede an additional tract for purposes of cultivation without the applicant’s augmenta- 
tion of force or increase of means, or other favorable circumstances, were urged and shown. This has 
not been attempted here, and cannot be inferred. We are therefore of opinion that this claim, to the 
extent of Robison’s interest or moiety, ought to be rejected, and that Francois Poirét’s claim for the 
other moiety, or 320 acres, ought to be confirmed to him; and consequently, in the abstract, the claim to 
that extent, in favor of Francois Poirét, will appear under the head of “third class.” 

47. Michael Early, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
San Miguel, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Peter Patterson and John Maximillien, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Michael Early in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under whom he holds, by 
their living and growing corn thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
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inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; 
and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about forty acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it will appear 
under the head of “third class.” 

48. John Armstrong, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of James Anderson, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, and situated on the west side of Red river, on Anderson’s island, bounded on all sides by vacant 
land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board: 

“John McLaughlin and Lemuel Dyson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by John Armstrong, assignee, &c., in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein 
described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under 
whom he claims, by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and those under 
whom he holds, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it will appear 
under the head of “third class.” 

49. David Case, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Euny, filed his notice claiming, by 
virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the Bayou See, now in the possession of John Euny, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Maximillien and Guillaume Bébé, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by David Case, assignee, &c., in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein 
described; that the said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or by those under 
whom he holds, by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and those under 
whom he holds, since that. period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about twelve acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and have, in the abstract, reported 
it under the head of “third class.” 

50. Henry Berger, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Cane 
bayou, about six miles west of Natchitoches, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following 
testimony was taken before the board: 

“John Smith and James Kirkham, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Henry Berger in his notice No. 50; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embraces about fifty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have, in the abstract, reported it under the 
head of “third class.” 

51. Henry Berger, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
Adaize, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the 
board: 

“John Smith and James Kirkham, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Henry 
Berger in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, through his agent, on and prior to February 22, 
1819; that it was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated since that period by the claimant, through his agent, 
up to the year 1821, but whether since, deponents knows not; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 
land claimed may include about seven acres.” 

We have already recommended the confirmation of a claim, No. 50, in favor of the present applicant, 
founded on occupation, habitation, and cultivation; and in conformity to the principles recognized in the 
claim of Moses Robison, No. 46, we are bound to say, in our opinion, that this claim ought not to be 
confirmed, and have accordingly, in the abstract, classed it under the head of “fourth class.” 

52. Rebecca McLaughlin, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
southwest branch of Red river, bounded on the east by Bte. Poirét, junior, brothers and sisters, south and 
west by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken 
before the board: 

“John McLaughlin, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Rebecca McLaughlin in 
her above notice; that the same is situated and lying asis therein described; that said land was occupied, 
inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or by her father, to whom she succeeds as heir, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819, and knows not whether the claimant has since occupied, cultivated, or inhabited 
the land.” 

The testimony is too vague and unsatisfactory to justify a favorable report. With regard to the 
cultivation, the witness’ recollection is clear up to February, 1819, but knows not whether the father, 
from whom the claimant derives title, was yet dead. On the whole, we cannot but give it as our opinion that 
this claim ought not to be confirmed, and have, in the abstract, reported it under the head of “fourth class.” 

53. André Valentine of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Marian Sanchez, filed his notice 
claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Sacatchie near the 
road leading from Natchitoches to Anondaco, bounded by vacant lands, and containing 649 acres; claimed 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation made by said Marian Sanchez on and previous to 
September 22, 18:9, and since that period by the claimant, to whom Sanchez conveyed his right. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“André Adley and Baptiste Prudhomme, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by André 
Valentine in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by Marian Sanchez, under whom the claimant holds, on and 
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previous to February 22, 1819; that said land has been inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant 
since up to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 
fifteen acres.” 

Marian Sanchez, assignor of the land here claimed, has, before this board, filed his notice (No. 
39) claiming, in his own right, another tract, by virtue of occupation, cultivation, and habitation, on 
and prior to February 22, 1819, which facts being proven, we recommended a confirmation of his 
claim. Without attempting to reconcile testimony so contradictory as that case and this presents, we 
will even admit that Sanchez occupied both tracts at the date of the treaty between the United States and 
Spain; yet, according to the regulations of the Spanish government, which we are bound to recognize, its 
authorities in Texas would only have confirmed to him one of them, except on a showing that his means, 
pursuits, or force, required a deviation from the established practice, which is not pretended. The only 
difficulty then is, which claim ought to be preferred—that or this? The one he has retained and now 
occupies and cultivates, or the one he has conveyed to the present claimant? We think where legal rights 
are exactly balanced, motives of public policy must decide; and according to its dictates, we are of opinion 
this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “fourth class.” 

54. Firmin Poissot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
Lapoint, in the district of Bayou Pierre, bounded by vacant land, and containing six hundred and forty 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ André Valentine and André Adley, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Firmin 
Poissot in his above notice; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, 
(through his agent,) by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said occupation, habitation, and cultivation, has been continued by the claimant (through his agent) 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces 
about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

55. André Adley, Baptiste Prudhomme, and José Lochobeach, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed 
their notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, cultivation, and inhabitation, a tract of land lying within 
the late neutral territory, situated on the waters of the Bayou de Cie, bounded on all sides by vacant land, 
and containing six hundred and forty acres, agreeably to a plat of survey drawn by John Dinsmore, jr., 
deputy surveyor of the United States, dated September 18, 1823, and filed with the notice. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“André Valentine and Antoine Adley, being sworn, severally say they know the land claimed in the 
above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was occupied, 
inhabited, and cultivated by the claimants, by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the 
claimants since that period to the present time; and that the claimants’ improvements embrace about 
fifteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “ the 
third class of claims.” 

56. Cézare Wallace, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, under a purchase at the 
sale of the estate of Pierre Wallace, deceased, who held, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and culti- 
vation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situate on a small bayou which empties 
into Lake Terre Noir, bounded on the east by Thomas Wallace, on all other sides by vacant land, and 
containing six hundred and forty acres. -The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“ John McLaughlin and Leonard Dyson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Cézare Wallace in his above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by Pierre Wallace, under whom the claimart holds, by 
said Pierre living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said occupa- 
tion, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the said Pierre Wallace and the claimant since 
that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about 
five acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed 
it with claims of the “third class.” 

57. André Valentine, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the 
waters of Bayou de Cei, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. In support of 
the claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“André Adley and Baptiste Prudhomme, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by André Valentine in his above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement 
on the land claimed embraces about twelve acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

58. James Shackleford, of the parish of Natchitoches, as assignee of Henry Stockman, filed his 
notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on Spring bayou, about two miles from Laurel Spring, about eight miles west 
of the town of Natchitoches, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Henry Stockman and Peter Stockman, veing sworn, say that they know the land claimed by James 
Shackleford in his notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was 
occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant’s assignor, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant, or by him under whom he holds, since that period to the present time; 
and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about four acres.” 

Henry Stockman, from whom the claimant derives his right, has claimed another tract, (No. 31,) by 
virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, which claim has been recommended for confirmation. 
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Our remarks in the claim of André Valentine are strictly applicable to this; and for the reasons therein 
given, we are bound to say that this claim ought not to be confirmed; and have accordingly, in the 
abstract, classed this claim with the “fourth class.”—(See No. 53.) 

59. Edmund Quirk, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
La Nan, about eight miles from the Sabine river, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres, supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ Peter Patterson and Jesse Yocum, being sworn, each says he knows the tract of land claimed by 
Edmund Quirk in his above notice; that said tract of land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that the same was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

60. Wm. Quirk, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the road 
leading from Natchitoches to Gaines’ Ferry, on the Sabine, about seven miles from the Sabine river, bounded 
on all sides by vacant land, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the 
following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jesse Yocum and John Sheridan, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
William Quirk in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about nine acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

61. Manuel Chérino, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed bis notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on Bayou Pedro, 
bounded by vacant land on all sides, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following testi- 
mony was taken: 

‘Marian Sanchez and John Moran, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Manuel Chérino in his above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that 
the same was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or by his father, from whom he derives 
title, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabi- 
tation, occupation, and cuitivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present 
time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

62. Guillaume Bébé, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the 
Bayou See, in the settlement called the Cavasas, bounded on the east by land occupied by Leno Padea, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Peter Patterson and Marian Sanchez, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Guillaume Bébé in his notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, has been con- 
tinued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 
land claimed embraces about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

63. Widow La Leno Padea, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and 
situated on the Bayou See, between Guillaume Bébé below and David Waltman above, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Guillaume Bébé and Peter Patterson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by La Leno Padea in her above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
the same was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time, and that the claimant’s improvement on 
the land claimed embraces about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

64. John Freeman, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
waters of Bayou St. John, bounded on the east by Yarberry Spring branch, on all other sides by vacant 
land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board: 

“Henry Stockman and Peter Stockman, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John 
Freeman in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“third class.” 

65. Rosimo Gagnié, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the lete neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of the Bayou Labonne Chasse, bounded north by Thomas Wallace, east and west by vacant land, south 
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by Pierre Roblot, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: : 

“Baptiste Prudhomme and André Adley, being severally sworn, say that they know the land claimed 
by Rosimo Gagnié in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has. 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement 
on the land claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“third class” of claims. 

66. James Shackleford, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Stein, who purchased of 
Hopkins Sibley, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of 
land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place called the Laurel Springs, about nine miles 
from the town of Natchitoches, and on the road from that place to Gaines’ Ferry, on the Sabine, bounded 
on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“John Smith and Jeremiah Morrell, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by James 
Shackleford in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by Hopkins Sibley, from whom the claimant holds, by his 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabi- 
tation, and cultivation has been continned by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that 
the claimant’s improvement on the land embraces about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

67. Eli Smith, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habi- 
tation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west side 
of the Bayou Kisatchie, bounded by Portevent Bloodworth on one side and Joseph Grubbs on the other, 
and containing 640 acres. Before the board the following testimony was taken in support thereof : 

* “Jeremiah Wrinkles and David Morrell, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Eli 
Smith in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been con- 
tinued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 
land claimed embraces about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

68. David Wrinkles, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
side of Bayou Kisatchie, adjoining to land claimed by Portevent Bloodworth on one side and by Placide 
Bossier on the other, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“Jeremiah Morrell and Eli Smith, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by David 
Wrinkles in his above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
‘on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been con- 
tinued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 
land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

69. John Montgomery, jr., of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
west side of the Bayou Kisatchie, near its mouth, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Jeremiah Morrell and Eli Smith, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by John 
Montgomery, jr., in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

70. Eli Smith, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Archibald Thompson, who purchased of 
Gethro Butler, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of 
land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the east side of Bayou Centerburb, and near 
its junction with Middle creek; bounded, as is supposed, on all sides by vacant lands, and containing 
640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Jeremiah Morrell and James M. Gibson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Eli Smith in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or by those under whom he claims, by their 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabi- 
tation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, or by those under whom he claims, since that 
period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about ten 
acres. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

71. John Sheridan, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Pedro Guiardo, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral terri- 
tory, situated in a Spanish village about sixteen miles southwest of the town of Natchitoches, bounded 
southeast by Henry Sheridan, northeast by John Sibley’s, north by a concession in favor of De Lion, west 
by J. Tate, and containing 256.40 acres, agreeably to a plat of survey made by John Dinsmore, jr., 
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deputy surveyor of the United States, dated August 29, 1823, and filed with the notice. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Lum and Henry Earles, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by John 
Sheridan in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, or by the person under whom he holds, by their 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
‘inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and by those under whom he holds, 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces 
about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the third class. 

72. James Tate, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of one Cubaza, filed his notice claiming, by 
virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
and situated in a Spanish village about sixteen miles southwest of the town of Natchitoches, bounded 
southeast by Bodio Flores, west by vacant land, northwest by land of the claimant, and north by a road 
leading from Natchitoches to the Sabine, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the 
following testimony taken before the board : 

“ John Lum and Henry Earles, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by James 
Tate in his above notice ; that the said land is situated and lying as is therein described ; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by one Cubaza, from whom the claimant purchased, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819 ; that said occupation, inhabitation, 
and cultivation has been continued by said Cubaza and the claimant since that period to the present time; 
and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

73. James Tate, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Maria Moara, filed his notice claiming, by 
virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
and situated in a Spanish village about sixteen miles southwest from the town of Natchitoches, bounded 
on the southeast by the claimant, southwest by vacant land, northwest unknown, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board : ; 

“John Lum and Henry Earles, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
James Tate in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by Maria Moara, from whom claimant purchased, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819 ; that said occupation, inhabitation, 
and cultivation has been continued by said Moara and the claimant since that period to the present time; 
and that the claimant’s improvement on the land embraces about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

74. James Tate, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Pablo Libras, filed his notice claiming, by 
virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
and situated in a Spanish village about sixteen miles from the town of Natchitoches, bounded southeast by 
other lands of the claimant, southwest by a small bayou, northwest by the claimant, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board : 

“ John Lum and Heury Earles, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by James 
Tate in his above notice ; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described ; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the family of Antonio Castro, by their living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultiva- 
tion has been continued since that period to the present time by said family, Pablo Libras, and the claim- 
ant ; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

75. Maria Conception de Lion, assignee of Mariano Rodriguez, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her 
notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, and situated in a Spanish village, bounded northwest by Antonio Rodriguez, northeast 
by the main road leading from Natchitoches to the Sabine, about one quarter of a mile from the Bayou 
Adais, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board : 

“ John Sheridan and Seledon Langoria, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Maria Conception de Lion in her above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein 
described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by Mariano Rodriguez, from whom the 
claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and before February 22, 1819; that said 
occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the 
present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

76. Antonia Rodriguez, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in a 
Spanish village about sixteen miles from the town of Natchitoches; bounded on the northeast by the road 
from that place to Gaines’ Ferry, on the Sabine, on the southeast by Maria Conception de Lion, on all other 
sides by vacant land, and containing sixty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“ John Lum and John Sheridan, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Antonia Rodri- 
guez in her above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was 
occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

71. Asa Beekum, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Maria San Miguel, filed his notice 
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claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated about sixteen miles from the town of Natchitoches, near a Spanish village; bounded 
on the southeast by an old road, all other sides unknown, and containing 640 acres. The claim is sup- 
ported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ John Lum and John Sheridan, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by Asa 
Beekum in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by Maria San Miguel, from whom the claimant holds, by her living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, 
and cultivation has been continued by said Maria and the claimant, with the exception of one year, since 
that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 


four acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 


claims of the third class. 

78. James M. Gibson, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of J. Montgomery, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the main road from Natchitoches to Opelousas, on the waters of McKimm’s creek, 
bounded on all sides by public land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Eli Smith and Dred Smith, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by J. M. 
Gibson in his above notice; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or 
by the persons under whom he claims, by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, 
or by the persons under whom he holds, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s im- 
provement on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have in the abstract classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

79. Charles Noyrit, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated in the Isle 
& Beaulieux, fronting on Red river, bounded below by Beaulieux, above by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Pierre Laffitt and Valentine Andre, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Charles Noyrit in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been con- 


' tinued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 


land claimed embraces about two acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have in the abstract classed it with claims 


of the third class. 

80. Francois Prudhomme, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou of the Prairie Winsy, bounded above by land of Pierre Dolet, and below by Francois Rambert, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

Andrew Valentine and Pierre Laflitt, being sworn, severally say “that they know the land claimed 
by Francois Prudhomme in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about twelve acres.” : 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and have in the abstract classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

81. Alexander Germieul, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at “ Isle 
Beaulieux, bounded on one side by Charles Noyrit, on the other by vacant land, and containing 640 acres.” 
The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

Andre Valentine and Pierre Laffitt, being sworn, say “that they know the land claimed by Alex- 
ander Germieul in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement embraces about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

82. Pierre Laffitt, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of a grant signed 
by the lieutenant governor of Nacogdoches, bearing date June 12, 1784, in favor of Pierre and Baptiste 
Laffitt, and by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation for more than thirty years, a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, and situated between the Bayou Nadier to that named Nabancha, 
(the first now called Bayou Pierre and the last Nanticole,) containing 11,393.89 acres, agreeably to a 
plat of survey drawn by John Dinsmore, deputy surveyor of the United States, dated September 6, 1823. 
The claim is supported by the original grant filed with the notice, of which the following is a translation: 

“Don Antonio Gil y Barvo, captain of militia and lieutenant governor, military and political, of the 
town of Nacogdoches and its jurisdiction, in consequence of the prayer of Pierre and Baptiste Laffit, 
inhabitants of this jurisdiction of Texas, with the approbation of their father, Paul Bouett Laffitt, inhabi- 
tant of said province, and residing for many years in the place called the Bayou Pierre, the route which 
strangers pass through with merchandise for the Indian trade, and to furnish nations at war with this 
province, that they may be granted lands in said place, with the necessary extension for the pasturing 
and breeding of cattle and horses of every description, obliging themselves, with the commission of the 
superior authority, to guard, watch, and impede strangers from passing without a legal passport from the 
territorial magistrate of said province: in virtue of which and in consideration of the above, and being 
well informed of the good conduct of the petitioners, I have agreed on giving them possession of the said 
place and the lands they solicit, charging them to proceed in a legal manner as regards their undertaking. 
Signed at Nacogdoches, June 12,1784. Signed Antonio Gil y Barvo, Let it be well understood that said 
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concession of land is granted from the bayou that is named Nadier to that named Nabancha, for the 
pasturing of their stock, which grant I hope will meet the approbation of the governor of this province. 
In testimony, &c. Gil y Barvo.” 

The following testimony taken before the board was also filed : 

Andre Valentine and Francois Prudhomme, being severally sworn, say “that they know the land 
claimed by Pierre Laffit in his above notice; that the said land is lying and situate as is therein 
described ; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated more than thirty years since by Pierre 
Laffit, the grantee, who then had his cattle and family thereon ; and that said land has been constantly 
and uninterruptedly inhabited, cultivated, and occupied by the claimant since to the present day.” 

The extent of land here claimed is less than a moiety of the whole conceded. 

The document relied upon was merely a permission to settle, requiring the approbation of the gov- 
ernor to make the alienation complete. By what act or form this approval was expressed we know not ; 
it may have been by a general confirmatory act, embracing permission for preceding years, and made at 
each visit to the jurisdiction under his government ; it may have been usual to express it by his paraph 
in the margin of the original record, or it is possible the superior sanction may have been implied from 
his total silence on the subject. In either case, considering the length of time the claimant has been in 
possession, joined to the fact proven by certain answers preceding this report, that the records of Nacog- 
doches had been forcibly carried off and were no longer to be found, we think that proof of the fact of 
approval ought not now to be required of the claimant. We think this claim would have been considered 
valid under the government from which it emanated, and are therefore of opinion it ought to be confirmed; 
and have accordingly, in the abstract, classed it with claims of the “second class.” 

83. Hugh McGuffin, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of Bayou Pedro, bounded on the southwest by James Kirkham, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board : 

“John Lum and Jared Cable, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Hugh McGuffin in his notice ; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described ; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or by the person from whom he holds, by his 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued since that period to the present time by the claimant ; 
and that his improvement on the land claimed embraces about thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘“‘ third class.” 

84. Harriet W. M. Cable, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of J. Cable, who purchased of James 
Dill, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, and situated on a bayou known by the name of Young’s bayou, bounded 
on all sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board : 

“John Lum and Hugh McGuffin, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Harriet W. M. Cable in her above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, or by the person from whom she holds, 
by their living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupa- 
tion, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant, and by the person from whom she 
holds, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 
embraces about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

85. Athanasse Poissot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in the 
settlement of Bayou Pierre, on Bayou Cantamaman, bounded on all sides by vacant land, containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board : 

“Andre Valentine and Pierre Laffitt, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by Athanasse Poissot in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time, and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

86. Mary E. Case, wife of William M. Rivers, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated about a quarter of a mile from the Aroya Honda, on the road leading from the town of Natchi- 
toches to Gaines’ Ferry, on the Sabine, bounded on the east by the Aroya Honda, on all other sides by 
vacant land, containing 640 acres, agreeably to a plat of survey made by John Dinsmore, jr., deputy 
surveyor of the United States, dated August 24, 1823, and filed with the notice. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Bonner, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Mary E. Case in her notice; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ment on the land claimed embraces about six acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

87. Joseph Valentine, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of a Spanish 
grant in his favor, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Pierre 
branch of Red river, in the settlement of Bayou Pierre, having, on the south side of said river, Bayou 
Macdown for its northern boundary, its eastern boundary being Red river, being one mile and a half 
square, and on the other side of said river beginning at a certain bayou, and running down the river ten 
acres, with the ordinary depth, if it can be had. The following is a translation of the grant on which the 


’ claim is founded: “Don Antonio Gil y Barvo, captain of militia, lieutenant governor, and judge delegate 
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of smuggling and forfeitures, and chief justice of the town of Na. Sa. del Pibar of Nacogdoches and its 
jurisdiction. Whereas Jph. V. [torn] has appeared by petition, bearing date August 5, in the present 
year, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, praying with due submission that the tract of land 
called Adaes, because the tribe of the Adaes occupy it, may be granted him, I do grant it to him for the 
object in his petition mentioned—the raising of horses, herds of cattle, flocks of sheep, and the cultivation 
of grains of husbandry—with the condition of remaining subject, as ought to be, and are all those domi- 
ciliated in this province, and under my jurisdiction, to the royal laws, mandates, and dispositions, and 
orders of his superiors. In virtue whereof, I have given this grant, and signed it with witnesses of my 
assistance, for want of a notary, there being none, August 13, 1791. Signed Antonio Gil y Barvo; 
paraphed Christoval de Cordoba, Jacinto de Ignono.” In support of the claim the following testimony 
was taken before the board: 

“Pierre Laffitt, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Joseph Valentine in his above 
notice; that the same is situated and lying as therein described; that the grantee, Joseph Valentine, 
twenty-one years ago established and lived on the land claimed with his family; that he kept his horses, 
cattle, &c., and planted corn and other grains thereon at that time, and that he has continued to live on, 
cultivate, and occupy said land, to raise horses, cattle, &c., and to plant and raise corn and other grains 
thereon, from the time of its first establishment until the present time.” 

The extent of ground conceded is not stated in the grant, but the limits and extent claimed embrace 
a smaller area of ground than was usually granted for stock farms. We think the title relied upon was 
considered by the former government as a complete grant, and are of opinion it ought to be confirmed; 
accordingly, in the abstract, have classed it with claims of the “first class.” 

88. John Baptiste Trezzeni, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Francois Serpentine, filed his 
notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, and situate in the settlement of Bayou Pierre, bounded on the west by Michel Rambert, 
on all other sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Andre Valentine and Pierre Laffitt, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by John Baptiste 
Trezzeni in his above notice; that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the person under whom the claimant holds, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and 
cultivation has been continued by the person under whom the claimant holds since that period to the 
present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about six acres.” 

‘We are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

89. José Maria Procella, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place 
called Trésellanos, on the road leading from Natchitoches to the crossing on the Sabine, called Las 
Ormegas, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony before the board: 

“Samuel Davenport and Manuel Gonzales, being sworn, severally say they know the land claimed by 
José Maria Procella in his above notice; that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, in the month of May, 1814; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

90. James Wilson, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a creek 
emptying into the Sabine river, called the Spring branch, bounded on the south by claim of Philip Winfree, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Philip Winfree and A. Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
James Wilson in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on 
the land claimed embraces about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

91. Philip Winfree, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated near the Sabine 
river, bounded on the north by land claimed of James Wilson, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jacob Waddle and James Wilson, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Philip Winfree in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was ovcupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on 
the land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

92. Abraham Winfree, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated near the Sabine 
river, bounded on the north by Philip Winfree, and containing 640 acres. This claim is supported by the 
following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Wilson and Jacob Waddle, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
Abraham Winfree in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement 
on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 
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We are of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the third class. 

93. John Waddle, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within ‘the late neutral territory, situated on the Sabine 
river, about three miles south of Philip Winfree’s, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“ Philip Winfree and Abraham Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by John Waddle in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that 
said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation was 
continued by claimant two years after said time; that the improvements on the land claimed, at this time, 
embrace about six acres.” 

John Waddle, the present applicant, claimed another tract (No. 8) by virtue of occupation, habitation, 
and cultivation, on and prior to February 22, 1819, in his own right; which fact being proven, we favorably 
reported his claim. This, in conformity with our decisions in Nos. 46, 51, and 53, cannot be recognized; 
therefore we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the fourth class. 

94. James Walker, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Asa Dallohide, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on a branch of the Bayou Toro, bounded on the northeast by land claimed by James Small, on all 
other sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. This claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“ Philip Winfree and Abraham Winfree, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed 
by James Walker (under a purchase from Asa Dallohide) in his above notice; that said land is situated 
and lying as is in said notice described; that the said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by 
James Quinalty, under whom said Dallohide holds, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by 
said Quinalty, and those persons claiming by and through him, from that period to the present time; and 
that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

95. Joseph Grubb, of the parish of Natchitoches, holding through a chain of conveyances from Gibson 
Johnson, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of Bayou Kisatchie, bounded, as is 
supposed, on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. This claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Ethelred Smith and Major Smith, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Joseph 
Grubb in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated, on and prior to February 22, 1819, by Gibson Johnson, (from 
whom the claimant holds,) who lived and cultivated corn, &c., thereon; that said occupation, inhabitation, 
and cultivation has been continued by said Johnson and others, claiming by and through him, since that 
period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 
thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

96. Joseph Grubb, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Thomas Nash, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the west side of the Bayou Kisatchie, bounded, as is supposed, on all sides by vacant land, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Ethelred Smith and Major Smith, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Joseph 
Grubb, assignee of Thomas Nash, in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein 

described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by said Thomas Nash, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and 
cultivation has been continued by said Nash and the claimant since that period to the present time; and 
that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

97. Manuel Gonzales, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
road leading from Natchitoches to the Ormegas, about one mile west of a Spanish village, and containing 
six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ José Maria Procella and José Sankues, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Manuel 
Gonzales in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 

was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated, by the claimant’s living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation have been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

98. Azor Mathis, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on Mill creek; 
bounded on the north by land claimed by Brown, and containing six hundred and forty acres. In support 
thereof the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“ Ethelred Smith and Major Smith, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Azor Mathis 
in his above notice; that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land was 
occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about fifteen acres.” 
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We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

99. Henry Sheridan, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated near a Spanish 
village, about sixteen miles southwest of Natchitoches, bounded as is represented in a plat of survey 
filed with this notice, made by John Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor of the United States, and dated August 
28, 1823, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

‘Matthew Richards and John Smith, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Henry 
Sheridan in his notice No. 99; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 


claimed embraces about thirty-five acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” 

100. James McKimm, elder, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, cultivation, and habitation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
the north fork of the Bayou Provencal, bounded on the lower side by land claimed by James McKimm, 
younger, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Asa Hickman and John Self, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by James McKimm, 
elder, in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation was continued by 
the claimant since that period up to the close of the year 1821, and that his improvement on the land 
embraces about ten acres. That, after the close of the year 1821, the claimant moved off the land claimed, 
but continued to reside until the present day within the neutral territory. They believe that the claimant 
holds or claims no other land but the tract now solicited.” 

Believing that the claimant, on February 22, 1819, was entitled to a title under the government then 
exercising the sovereign power over the neutral territory, and that his right has not become forfeited under 
the government of the United States by his subsequent abandonment, we are of opinion this claim ought 
to be confirmed; and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “third class.” 

101. Asa Hickman, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Theophilus Hickman, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, and situated on Bayou Santaburb, bounded on the southeast by lands of the claimant, and 
containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“ John Self, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by-Asa Hickman in his above notice; 
that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and 
cultivated by Theophilus Hickman, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, &c. 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation was 
continued by said Theophilus and the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 
improvement on the land claimed embraces about thirteen acres. And William Cummings, being also 
sworn, says that all the foregoing facts are within his knowledge, but is not certain whether the land 
claimed was actually settled on February 22, 1819, or not; but he positively knows that Theophilus Hickman 


raised a crop thereon in the year 1819.” 
We are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the third class. 

102. James McKimn, jr., of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou Provencal, bounded on the upper side by land claimed by James McKimm, elder, and containing 
six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ John Self and Asa Hickman, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by James 
McKimn, jr., in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been con- 
tinued by the claimant, and a person holding under him, since that period to the present time; and that 
the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

103. Abraham Wrinkles, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
east side of Bayou Kisatchie, bounded on the lower side by land claimed by Placide Bossier, and containing 
six hundred and forty acres. The claim is fully supported by the testimony; but, being satisfied that 
lands lying on the east side of the Bayou Kisatchie were never considered as being within the neutral 
territory, we are compelled to say that the claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have 
classed it with claims of the fourth class. 

104. Ethelred Smith, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on both sides 
of the Bayou Santaburb, bounded on the upper side by land claimed by Josiah S. Johnston, and on the 


" lower side by John Curtis, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the 


following testimony taken before the board: 
‘Asa Mathis and Major Smith, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by Eth- 


elred Smith in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that the same 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 


claimed embraces about 8 acres.” 
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We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

105. James Hickman, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situate on 
the waters of the Santaburb, bounded on all sides, as is supposed, by vacant land, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ John Self and William Cummins, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by James 
Hickman in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 
claimed embraces about 12 acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

106. William Cummings, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on 
the waters of the Bayou Santaburb, bounded above by land claimed by William Hickman, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ John Self and Asa Hickman, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by William Cummings 
in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was occu- 
pied, inhabited and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and pre- 
vious to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the 
claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 
embraces about 12 acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

107. William Hickman, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou Santaburb, bounded on the lower side by land claimed by William Cummings, and containing 460 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ John Self, being sworn, says he knows the land claimed by William Hickman in his above notice; 
that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and 
cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 
1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that 
period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about 15 


acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” 

108. George Schamp, and Pelagie Schamp, his wife, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice 
claiming, by virtue of a concession in favor of John Adle, dated May 14, 1796, a tract of land lying within 
the late neutral territory, situated at a place known by the name of the Aroya de la Deesa, in the settle- 
ment of Bayou Pierre, having half a league on each of the four cardinal courses from the above-mentioned 
place, and containing 5,760 acres. The claim is supported by an authentic copy of the following original 


documents, to wit: 


To the Lieutenant Governor Mr. Bernapo FERNANDEz: 

“John Adle, a citizen, settled at the bayou called De las Piedras, of the jurisdiction of the settlement 
of Nacogdoches, on the place known by the name of the Margin of the Aroya de la Deesa, with the great- 
est respect and submission saith that, agreeably to the decree published at the guard-house of this place, 
requiring of those who had not the titles to their lands in due form, to apply so as to have them legalized, 
I come forward to beg of your honor to have the goodness to grant me the possession of a tract of land 
which has been given to me by Mr. Pablo Borel Laffitt, at the Aroya de la Deesa, half a league on each of 
the four cardinal courses, to build my house, cultivate a field, and to bring thither my family, for me to 
use the same, and afterwards to my children, my heirs, and successors. Your petitioner begs of your 


honor to admit this petition on common paper, as there is none of the stamped, and your petitioner, &c. 
“JOHN ADLE.” 


“ Nacoepocues, December 27, 1795. 


“The surveyor says there are signs on the said land: without injury to a third person, put him in pos- 


session in due form, and return me this document immediately after the taking possession. 
“PERN.” 


“On the twenty-ninth day of the month of December, year seventeen hundred and ninety-five, in com- 
pliance with the foregoing decree, 1, Joseph Cayetano de Zepeda, land commissioner of the jurisdiction of 
Nacogdoches, being accompanied by the witnesses of my assistance, Mr. Joseph dela Vega and Vicente 
del Rio, went to the place called El Aroya de la Deesa, John Adle being present, to give him the possession 
I was ordered to give him; accordingly, it being on the same place of the Aroya de la Deesa, after inquir- 
ing if there were neighbors on the limits or boundaries of the said land, in order to have them called, to 
be convinced that the said tract of land does not belong to Pablo Babit Laffitt, said Pablo gives it as a 
donation to said Adle, permitting him to apply for and obtain the grant of the Aroya de la Deesa, who 
asks half a league on each of four courses, as stated in his petition. I have visited the said land with 
the said witnesses of my assistance, and took the said Adle, and examined the surface of the said land 
from the north to the south, and from east to west, planted posts, cut down several trees as a sign of pos- 
session granted him in the name of his Majesty to the said Adle, as legitimate owner of the same land, 
measuring two square leagues, as is expressed in his foregoing solicitation, and gave the name to the 
same of Senor San Juan del Aroya de la Deesa, and forever to be called by that name; and the above- 
. mentioned Adle is actually in complete possession, agreeably to the rights of all the already mentioned 
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lands; and in consequence I have signed this grant, with the witnesses of my assistance, at the place of 
San Juan del Aroya de la Deesa, in the same day, month, and year above mentioned. 
“JOSE CAYETANO DE ZEPEDA. 
“VicENTE DEL Rto. 
“ JosepH Luc DE LA VEGA. 
“ Pasio Basir Larritr.” 


“ Considering the foregoing act of possession given to John Adle, without any contradiction of parties, 
place the original document in the records, and give a copy of the same to the party as a title of property; 
I, Don Bernado Fernandez, lieutenant of cavalry, and actual commandant of the jurisdiction of Nacog- 
doches, have signed it, with the witnesses of my assistance, on the 14th day of the month of May, 1796. 

“BERNADO DE FERNANDEZ. 

“Witnesses of assistance: Jos& Ma. Guaprana. 

“ MigveL SANcHEz.” 


“Compared with the original that remains in the records under my charge, to which I refer myself; 
and that at the drawing of this copy were present the following witnesses, who have signed with me, at 
Nacogdoches, 30th day of the month of May, 1796. 

“BERNADO FERNANDEZ. 


“ JosEPpH Marta GUADIANA. 
“ MicuEL SANCHEZ.” 


By an authentic copy of an act of sale, dated January 21, 1821, passed before Charles Slocum, judge 
of the parish of Natchitoches, filed with the notice of this claim, John Adle and Jeanavieve Dubois, his 
wife, for the consideration of $1,000, sold to the claimants the land conceded in the foregoing grant. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “first class.” 

109. Santiago Ruiz, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated about one mile 
west of a Spanish village, near the road leading from Natchitoches to Las Ormegas, bounded on the north 
by land claimed by Manuel Gonzales, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Davenport and Aug. San Miguel, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Santiago 
Ruiz in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements 
on the land claimed embraced about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘ third class.” 

110. Emanuel Prudhomme, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated at the Adaise, and around the village of Adaise, containing 
one league square, claimed by virtue of a concession signed by the lieutenant governor and commandant 
of Nacogdoches, which concession the claimant alleges he cannot procure, because the same was carried 
off with the archives of that post in the year 1812; claimed also by virtue of habitation, occupation, and 
cultivation for upwards of thirty years. The claimis supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“ José Maria Mora, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Emanuel Prudhomme in his 
above notice; that the same is situated as is therein described; that it was a matter of public notoriety 
at Nacogdoches that a title had been accorded to the claimant for the land claimed by the then commandant 
of Nacogdoches, Don Antonio Gil y Barvo; that he knows that his uncle, now deceased, Yaciento Mora, 
as tithe collector, collected the tithes assessed upon said land of the claimant; that thirty-four years ago 
the land was inhabited by the claimant, who kept a man there, a large stock of cattle, had a house, pens 
erected thereon necessary for a vacharie; that the settlement then had the appearance of being an old one.” 

“Samuel Davenport, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Emanuel Prudhomme in 
his above notice; that the same is situate as is therein described; that it was understood as a matter of 
public notoriety at Nacogdoches that the claimant had a title from the commandant of Nacogdoches, Don 
Antonio Gil y Barvo, similar to those.issued by him to other claimants; that he knows that the then com- 
mandant at Nacogdoches required all the titles or grants issued previous to 1792, at which time Gil y 
Barvo was suspended, to be brought in, that new titles might issue, agreeably to instructions from his 
superior; that in the year 1812 all the records and archives of a public nature at Nacagdoches were 
carried off by the then commandant, and have never been returned, so that copies of titles or papers therein 
could be obtained; deponent knows that in 1795 the claimant kept his vacharie on the land claimed, had 
white men, negroes, horses, &c., and had houses, pens, &c., thereon.” 

“ José Bernado Guitierez, being sworn, says that he knows that all the public archives and records of 
the post and jurisdiction of Nacogdoches were carried off from that place by Lieutenant Governor Montaro 
and Padro Sombranos the day before the army commanded by the deponent entered Nacogdoches in 1812; 
knows not where said records and archives are now, but he knows they were never returned.” 

“ John Cortes, being sworn, says that in the year 1813 he was on the land claimed, with the claimant, 
at the time of the emigration of a number of Spaniards from Texas; that the land appeared to be under 
considerable state of cultivation; that while there a number of said Spaniards demanded of the claimant 
permission to reside on the land claimed, which was granted on condition that, when they quit, their 
improvements and houses should belong to the claimant; and that under said permission said Spaniards 
settled, and have lived on, and cultivated said land ever since to the present time.” 

We have no doubt, from the testimony, that the grant once existed; and we think that the fortuitous 
event that places that instrument beyond the control of the claimant is sufficiently shown. [See further 
on this head answers to the sixth interrogatory, at the commencement of this report.] Therefore we are 
of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the first 
class. 

111. Augustin T. San Miguel, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
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occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in 
a Spanish village about sixteen miles southwest of Natchitoches, and containing eleven acres and eighty- 
seven-hundredths of an acre, agreeably to a plat of survey drawn by John Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor 
of the United States, dated August 28, 1823, and filed with the notice. The claim is supported by the 
following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Davenport and José M. Mora, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Augustin 
T. San Miguel in his above notice; that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that the 
same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

112. John Cortes, (merchant,) of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Trenck Tarvin, filed his 
notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the 
late neutral territory, situated on the right bank of Bayou Terre Blanche, and left of Bayou Dupont, 
bounded north by land claimed by George McTier, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim 
is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Augustin San Miguel and José M. Mora, being sworn, each say they know the land claimed by 
John Cortes in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that the 
same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been 
uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

113. The legal representatives of Pierre Dolet, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice 
claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou of the Adaise, in 
the settlement of Bayou Pierre, containing one league around the compass, taking for centre the house in 
which they live, so that the whole tract may form a square of two leagues on each front; claiming, by 
virtue of a grant signed and approved by the lieutenant governor of Nacogdoches, dated January 14, 1796, 
as also by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, for thirty-five years. The claim is supported 
by an official copy of documents, of which the following is a translation: 





“Senor Lizurenant Governor: Pedro Dolet, of Bayou Pierre, with due respect, represents that he has 
made a settlement on one of the margins of the Bayou of the Adaise, built a house, expended labor, and 
raised herds of horses and cattle: wherefore, he prays that you would grant him, at the place aforesaid, 
a league around the compass, taking for centre his aforesaid house, so that all the land he prays for may 
form a square of two leagues on each front, for himself, his children, and representatives. He prays you 
would grant him the aforesaid land on the terms by him stated; a favor which he hopes to deserve, &c. 
Bayou Pierre, December 7, 1795. 


“Nacogdoches, December 27, 1795. Whereas, Pedro Dolet has made a settlement on the margin of 
the Bayou of the Adaise, with his house and herds, let this be referred to the procurador de esta comun, 
and let him put the petitioner formally in possession of the land prayed for, without prejudice to third 


persons. 
“DON ERNANDEZ.” 


“On this 29th day of December, 1795, in compliance with the foregoing decree, I, José Cayetano de 
Zepeda, sindico procurador del comun Pueblo de Nuestra Senora del Pibar de Nacogdoches, went with the 
witnesses of my assistance, Don José de la Vega and Vicento del Rio, to the place called Bayou of the 
Adaise, where the petitioner claims, and has built his house, in order to give to the said D. Pedro Dolet, 
who is now living on the premises, possession according to the decree; wherefore, being at the designated 
place on the Bayou of the Adaise, and having inquired whether any of the neighbors would be injured by 
this grant, and having well ascertained that there was no impediment whatever, and that none of the 
boundaries of the adjacent proprietors intersected or touched those designated by Pedro Dolet in his 
foregoing petition, for whitch reason no injury can result to the nearest neighbors by giving Pedro Dolet 
possession of the land he claims in his petition, with all the extent and the boundaries therein mentioned; 
I have visited those boundaries, and the land they surround, with the aforesaid witnesses of my assist- 
ance, and the said Pedro Dolet, and, taking the latter by the right hand, I went with him a certain 
number of paces from north to south, and afterwards from east to west; and then, having let his hand 
go, he went as he pleased on the said land of the Bayou of the Adaise, pulled up grass, made holes in the 
ground, planted stakes, cut bushes, threw dust into the air and on to the ground, and performed several 
other things and capers, as evidence of the possession which I had given him in the name.of his Majesty, 
whom God preserve, of the said land, with the extent and boundaries which he has demanded, and in 
proof of the property which he now holds in it as sole master by virtue of this act of possession, and, 
also, as a symbol of the right of property which he forever holds on said land, of one league on each 
course of the compass, in the manner, place, and with the boundaries expressed in his foregoing petition, 
with all uses and privileges thereunto belonging; and, afterwards, I have designated the aforesaid tract 
of land by the name of San Pedro de las Adaise, so that it may forever go by that name; and, in order 
that said Pedro Dolet may be forever quieted in the peaceable enjoyment of his said land agreeably to 
law, and that the evidence of his right may appear, I have signed these presents, with the witnesses of 
my assistance, at San Pedro de las Adaise, the day, month, and year aforesaid. 

“JOSE CAYETANO DE ZEPEDA. 








“José Luis pE La VEGA. 
“VICENTE DEL Rio.” 


“Having seen the foregoing proces verbal of possession given to Pedro Dolet, and without opposition, 
let this original document be recorded, and let the party have such evidence of it as will enable him to 
prove his right of property. I, Bernado Fernandez, lieutenant of cavalry, and commandant of the post 
of Nacogdoches, in the presence of the witnesses of my assistance, did receive and record the said deed 
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in place of a notary, there being none; and I did not seal it, having no seal of office. In testimony 
whereof, I have signed these presents the 14th day of January, 1796. 
“BERNADO FERNANDEZ. 


“ Assisting witnesses: Jos& Ma. Guaprana. 
“Mic. SancHeEz. 


“A correct copy from the original, deposited with the public records in my possession. Taken, cor- 
rected, and compared, for and at the request of Don Pedro Dolet, in presence of the witnesses of my 
assistance, who with me signed these presents, at Nacogdoches, the 30th day of May, 1796. 

“BERNADO FERNANDEZ. 

“Attest: Micuen Sancuez. 

“Jos& Marta Guaprana.” 


In further support of the claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Bertrand Plaisance, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by the legal represen- 
tatives of Pierre Dolet in their notice No. 113; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described. 
Deponent knows that Pierre Dolet had his vacharie, consisting of a large stock, on the land claimed at 
least thirty-five years ago; that he lived on, occupied, and cultivated the land claimed at that time, and 
that the said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since the 
first establishment until the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 


embraces about three hundred acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 


of the first class.” 

114. John Litton, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
San Miguel, bounded on the west by land claimed by Samuel Davenport, and containing six hundred and 
forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Gray and Asa Beckum, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by John 
Litton in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 


claimed embrace about fifty acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 


of the third class.” 

115. Asa Beckum, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
San Miguel, bounded on the west by claim of Samuel Davenport, and containing six hundred and forty 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Gray and John Litton, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by said Asa 
Beckum in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that the same 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation- has been continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time, and that the claimant’s improvement on the land 


claimed embraces about twelve acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 


of the third class.” 

116. Hannah McKimm, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming a tract of land, by 
virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
southwest fork of Bayou Provincial, bounded on the north by James McKimm, and containing six hun- 
dred and forty acres. In support of this claim no admissible proof was offered. Therefore, 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
“claims of the fourth class.” 

117. Nancy R. Hays, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on both 
sides of the Bayou Provincial, bounded on the lower side by land claimed by James McKimm, senior, and 
containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“John Sibley, being sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Nancy R. Hays in her above notice; 
that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was occupied, inhabited, and 
cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 
22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant since 
that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about 


ten acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 


of the third class.” 

118. John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming a tract of land lying within 
the late neutral territory, lying and being on the Bayou Wallace, bounded below by the heirs of James 
Quinilty, on the north by the heirs of Francois Prudhomme, and containing the contents of a league 
square, claimed by virtue of a Spanish grant to Jacob Wallace, dated ; transferred by the heirs of 
the grantee to the claimant and William C. Alexander, May 20, 1809, and by the latter to the claimant on 
May 18, 1820. 

No document of title or testimony of any kind was filed with this notice, but we were referred gen- 
erally to a notice of the same claimant filed with the late register, under the act of May 11, 1820, where 
the grant, the foundation of his claim in both cases, is found. No benefit can result to the applicant 
from an examination of his title here, and we think it more regular that the titles should remain as at first 
filed, to be reported by the register under the above mentioned act. Therefore, 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 


“claims of the fourth class.” 
119. The heirs of Michael Quinn, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming, by virtue 
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of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
on the headwaters of the Bayou Bain, bounded on the northwest by land claimed by John Sibley, on all 
other sides by land supposed to be vacant, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before tlie board: 

“John Sibley, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by the heirs of Michael Quinn 
in their above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the ancestor of the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant uninterruptedly since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“claims of the third class.” 

120. John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of a Spanish 
concession, issued by the commandant of Nacogdoches, dated October 16, 1779, in favor of Francis 
Morvan, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on both sides, and in the forks of 
Bayou Durasmus or Bayou Morvan, bounded below by land claimed by the heirs of Bernard Pantalion, and 
containing 1,600 acres. No document of title, or testimony of any kind, was filed with this notice; and 
our remarks in the claim No. 118 are strictly applicable to this. Therefore, for the reasons there given, 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
“claims of the fourth class.” 

121. John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice, as assignee of Ounette Boudin, 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on both sides of Bayou St. John, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Gaspard Bodin and Frangois Robin, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John 
Sibley in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated, by Ounette Bodin, under whom the claimant holds, by his 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, more than twenty-five years past; that said inhabitation, occupa- 
tion, and cultivation was uninterruptedly continued by said Ounette for four or five years, and until his 
sale to the claimant; that the improvements on the land claimed embrace about seven acres.” It is not 
shown, neither can it be inferred from the testimony, that the land claimed was either occupied, inhabited, 
or cultivated, on February 22, 1819; though occupied twenty-five years ago, the claimant’s assignor sub- 
sequently abandoned his possession, and the land thereby reverted to the domain. We think, according 
to the usage and laws of the Spanish government of Texas, that the claimant’s right, at the date of the 
treaty, would not have been recognized as valid. 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
“claims of the fourth class.” 

122 John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Littlepage Robinson, filed his notice 
claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Bain, and containing 
one league square, claimed by virtue of a concession granted by the commandant of Nacogdoches, dated 
, in favor of said Littlepage Robinson, and which concession the claimant alleges is lost or mislaid. 
The claimant produced the following testimony to establish the existence of the grant and its subsequent 
loss: bd 

“William Ettridge, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by John Sibley in his 
above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by Littlepage Robinson, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, more than twenty-five years ago; that the land then laid unoccupied for about 
twelve years, when it was occupied by one Petit. Witness says that several years-—say ten or twelve— 
after Robinson left the land, he, Robinson, told this deponent he had a Spanish requete for the tract 
claimed, and that he did not intend to relinquish the same. Witness never saw the requete, but believes 
that one did exist in favor of Robinson for the land claimed.” 

“Gaspard Bodin, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by John Sibley in his above 
notice; deponent well recollects that, about thirty-five years ago, the deceased, Mr. Rouquette, brought 
from New Orleans a requete or concession for the land claimed in favor of Littlepage Robinson. He 
recollects the circumstances with more certainty, because the same Mr. Rouquette brought, at the same 
time, a requete in favor of his father-in-law. The concession was read in presence of deponent by Mr. 
Rouquette.” 

The testimony to establish the first fact, viz: the present existence of the grant, is weak indeed. 
This first witness was told by the grantee, Robinson, that he had a requete for the land; and in conse- 
quence, no doubt, witness really believed that one did exist. The declaration of the second witness must 
be entirely disregarded, for he speaks of the concession being brought from New Orleans, when the 
claimant himself in his notice declares “it was granted by the commandant of Nacogdoches.” Nothing 
then supports the claimant’s pretensions but the declaration of his vendor, or at most a vague belief 
created, we may suppose, by him. 

We cannot hesitate in declaring our opinion that this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the 
abstract have classed it with claims of the fourth class. 

123. John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John L. Petit, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory 
and situated as follows: bounded and having a front of sixteen acres on the road from Natchitoches to the 
Sabine, crossing the Bayou Bain, and running up the Bayous Adaise and Chacta for quantity, and contain- 
ing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William Ettridge, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by John Sibley in his 
above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by John L. Petit, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the years 1809 
and 1810, as well as witness recollects; afterwards the inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation was 
continued by Samuel Duvasset for the claimant, who lived thereon until expelled by the American and 
Spanish troops in 1812, by whom the house and buildings were burned; after which the land remained 
unemployed, though the fences were kept up until about 1814, when Henry Quirk and Michael Quin, as 
tenants of the claimant, moved on the land, who inhabited, occupied, and cultivated the same for one or 
two years. When witness last saw the land claimed there were about twelve acres improved. Witness 
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does not know that Quin lived on the land as tenant of the claimant, but knows that Quirk did.” The 
land claimed was voluntarily abandoned previous to the date of the treaty between the United States and 
Spain, and consequently every right resulting from occupation and cultivation was thereby relinquished. 


(See No. 121.) ; 
We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have ciassed it with 


claims of the fourth class. 

124, John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on both sides 
of the Bayou Adaise, bounded on the south by the lands of the claimant, and containing 640 acres. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“William Ettridge, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by John Sibley in his 
above notice; that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by John Evans, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon as a tenant of the claimant in the year 1813; that said inhabitation, occupa- 
tion, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued since that period by the claimant, through said 
Evans, Henry Quirk, John Sheridan, Andrew Leaper, and Robert McDonald, his tenants, to the present 
time; and that the claimant’s imprevements on the land claimed embrace about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

125. John Baptiste Pérot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place 
called Triesyllanos, on the road leading from Natchitoches to the Ormegas, on the Sabine, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Davenport and José M. Mora, being severally sworn, say that they know the land claimed 
by John Baptiste Pérot in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; 
that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22,1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been continued by the claimant since that time to this day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the 
land claimed embrace about fifteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

126. Green Cook, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Henry Shabino, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the river Sabine, about one mile above the Bayou Négreite, bounded, as is supposed, on all 
sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board : 

“Joshua Rawlings, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Green Cook in his 
above notice ; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described ; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by Henry Shabino, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and planting 
peach trees, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that he, deponent, saw the claimant on 
the land, cultivating, living on, and improving the same, in 1823; and that the claimant’s improvements 
on the land claimed embrace about fifteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. ° 

127. George Slaughter, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Lewis Warren, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the south side of the Saline bayou, about two miles from the Sabine river, about one 
mile from the site of Camp Ripley, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board : 

“ Joel Lakie and Johnson Rawlins, being sworn, severally say that they know the land claimed by 
George Slaughter in his above notice ; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described ; that 
said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Louis Warren, under whom the claimant holds, by 
his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation has been continued by said Warren and the claimant since that period to the 
present time ; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about twelve acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. : 

128. Remy Christie, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the left bank 
of Bayou See, bounded on the west by Guillaume Bébé, east and south by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jacques Herrier and Sezar Christy, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Remy 
Christie in his above notice; that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land was 
occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

129. William P. Davidson, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Humphreys, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded on the west by Lewis Latham, and on the 
east by José Ma. Mora, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Lewis Latham and Thomas Wilson, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by William 
P. Davidson in his above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that said 
land was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by John Humphreys, under whom the claimant holds, by his 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by said Humphreys and the claimant since that period 
to the present time; and that the improvements on the land embrace about eighteen acres.” 
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We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

130. Thomas Wilson, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on 
the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded by Lewis Latham on the east, and by Henry Quirk on the west, 
and containing 640 acres. In support of the claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Lewis Latham and Antonio Dios, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas Wilson 
in his above notice; that said land is situated and lying as is therein described; that the same was occu- 
pied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and pre- 
vious to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, apd cultivation has been continued by the 
claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed 
embrace about seven acres ” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

131. Thomas Wilson, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Poudlo Morales, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the waters of the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded on the east by other lands 
of the claimant, and on the west by Henry Quirk, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Louis Latham and Martino Dios, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas Wilson 
in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was occu- 
pied, inhabited, and cultivated by Poudlo Morales, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and 
cultivation has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claim- 
ant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

132. Thomas Gray, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of James Bridges, filed his notice claim- 
ing, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the waters of the Négreite bayou, bounded on the north by claim of Samuel Daven- 
port, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board: 

“Joel Leaky and Thomas Leaky, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas Gray in 
his above notice; that said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by James Bridges, under whom 
the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued by said Bridges and by the claim- 
ant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed 
embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

133. Thomas Gray, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Mackey, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the waters of the Négreite bayou, bounded, as is supposed, by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ Joel Leaky, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Thomas Gray, assignee of John 
Mackey, in his above notice; that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated on and previous to February 22, 1819, by John Mackey, under 
whom the claimant holds, by his living and cutting cane, &c., thereon.” 

“Nicholas Jacks, being sworn, says he knows the land above claimed; that the same was occupied, 
inhabited, and cultivated in the years 1820, 1821, and 1822, and has reason to believe that the same has 
been uninterruptedly continued from February 22, 1819, until this time.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘third class.” 

134. Polly Lemmons, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Cow 
bayou north of Bayou Pedro, bounded on the south by a claim of H. McGuffin, and on the other sides 
by vacant land, and containing 640 acres, agreeably to a plat of survey drawn by John Dinsmore, jr., 
deputy surveyor of the United States, dated September 29, 1823, and filed with the notice. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the poard: 

“Thomas Wilson and Louis Latham, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Polly 
Lemmons in her above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated on and previous to February 22, 1819, by the claimant’s living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed 
embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

135. Macedonia Grammon, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the north by land claimed by Andre Galindo, on the west by John Maximillien, 
east by a street of a Spanish village, south by Francisco Grammon, and containing 640 acres. The claim 
is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Francisco Rosalis and Florien Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
Macedonia Grammon in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; 
that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ments on the land claimed embrace about four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 
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136. John Cortes, of Bayou See, parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the east by Francisco Rosalis, on the west by John Burdan, on the south by a street of a 
Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: : 

“F. Rosalis and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by John Cortes in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class ” 

137. Lettrieus Alrio, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou See, bounded on the north by John Grammon, on 
the east by John Maximillien, east by a street of a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim 
is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

‘“F. Rosalis and Feliciano Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Lettrieus 
Alrio in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of “third class.” 

138. Simon Montalbo, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the north by Andrés Gallin, west by Maximillien, east by a street of a Spanish village, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Francisco Rosalis and Feliciana Gonzales, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Simon 
Montalbo in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have, in the abstract, classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

139. Widow Ganasien Parrira, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
on the Bayou See, bounded on the north by John Maximillien, on the east by Francisco Grammon, on the 
west by Estevan Bascus, and containing 640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was 
taken before the board: 

“F. Rosalis and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, both declare that they know the land claimed by 
Ganasien Parrira (widow) in her above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; 
that said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvements on land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have in the abstract classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

140. John Grammon, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the northwest by Andreas Galino, south by Antonio Le Rous, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Rosalis and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Juan Grammon 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ments on the land claimed embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

141 Widow Intereste Toval, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated 
on the Bayou See, bounded on the west by Cutenies, north and east by José Antonio, south by vacant land, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Rosalis and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Intereste Toval 
in her above notice; that the same is lying and being as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about one acre.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

142. Estevan Bascus, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the east by John Maximillien, on the west by Peter Patterson, on the north by a street 
of a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“Francisco Rosalis and Felician Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
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Estevan Bascus in his above notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that 
said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has. 
been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘third class.” 

143. The heirs and legal representatives of Edward Murphy, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their 
notice claiming, by virtue of a Spanish grant dated October 18, 1791, a tract of land lying within the . 
late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Hondo, and containing 2,222.84 acres, agreeably to a 
plat of survey drawn by Samuel Cook, then deputy surveyor of the United States, dated December 
7, 1806, and filed withthe notice. An original document, of which the following is a translation, is filed 
with the notice: 

“Sen. Lieutenant Governor: Edward Murphy, of the post of Natchitoches, part of the province of 
Louisiana, presents himself before you, and says, that on the margin of a creek named Aroya Hondo, which 
separates the two provinces on the side of the province of Texas, and on the margin between the royal 
road and another which passes by the Bayou St. John, there is a cove which I find so advantageous for 
collecting my cattle, I beg your honor would please to grant me possession of those lands, from which I 
shall reap great advantage, having no place to collect my cattle; and moreover, to grant me on this paper, 
there being none stamped; humbly ask of your honor that it may please you to give me possession of said 
land. 

“ NacoepocuEs, October 17, 1791. 

“MORFIT.” 


“Nacoepocues, October 18, 1791. 


“Tn consequence of the petition, and that the land solicited is in the province of Texas, and vacant, 
I do grant it in due and best form, and, that it may so appear, I sign this at Nacogdoches, October 18, 


1791. 
“ANTONIO GIL Y BARVO.” 


We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the first class. 

144. Marie Flores, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the west by Francois Le Rous, south by vacant land, north and east by claimants from 
the village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“F’, Gonzales and Martino Dios, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Marie Flores 
(widow) in her above notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been 
uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

“145. Malchore Mountsoul, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
the Bayou See, bounded on the north by Andreas Galindo, on the west by Ganastien Parrira, on the east 
by a street of a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“F, Gonzales and Martino Dios, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Malchor 
Mountsoul in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been 
uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimants 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

146. Manuel Grammon, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the north by John Grammon, on the east by Ganatien Parrira, west by the street 
of a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and Martino Dios, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Manuel Grammon 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that time until the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

147. Domingo Gonzales, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situate on the 
Bayou See, bounded north by David Waltman, on the west by José Antonio Manchack, on other sides by 
vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“FF, Gonzales and Martin Dios, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Domingo Gonzales 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly con- 
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tinued by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the 
land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

148. Ignatio Curtinas, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the north by José Antonio Rodrigues, on the west by John Burdan, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F, Gonzales and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Ignatio Curtinas 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and being as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued 
uninterruptedly by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements 
on the land claimed embrace about one acre.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

149. John Burdan, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on Bayou See, 
bounded on the west by John Maximillien, on the north by José Antonio Rodrigues, and south by a street 
of a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by John Burdan 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be allowed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

150. John Pierre Burdan, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the west by John Maximillien, on the north by José Antonio Rodrigues, and south by a 
street in a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by John Pierre 
Burdan in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued 
by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “ third class.” 

151. John Baptiste Burdan, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
Bayou See, bounded by Francisco Grammon on the west, and on the north by José Antonio Rodrigues, 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and Martin Dios, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by John Baptiste Burdan 
in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract it is classed with claims of 
the “ third class.” 

152. Thomas McNeilly, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Gardner, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on Bayou Mill creek, a branch of the Kisatchie, bounded by vacant land on all sides, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jobn Warrick and E. Smith, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas McNeilly in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by John Gardner, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultiva- 
tion has been continued uninterruptedly since that time, by said Gardner and the claimant, to the present 
day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

153. John Dinsmore, jr., of the county of Opelousas, assignee of Sezare Laffitt, who purchased of 
James Gaines, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of 
land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters of Bayou Grand Cannes, bounded as 
is described in a plat of survey filed with the notice, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Norris and Sylvestre Poissot, being sworn, each say that they know the land claimed by 
John Dinsmore, jr., in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by James Gaines, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been uninterruptedly continued by said Gaines, and others holding through him, since that period to the 
present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

154. Robert McDonald, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Stephen Moore, filed his notice 
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claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded on the west by José M. Mora, on the east 
by José y de Barvo, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“VL, Latham and M. Dios, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Robert McDonald 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Stephen Moore, (who sold to the claimant,) by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and 
cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the said Moore and the claimant since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

155. Andrew Bassam, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Cany bayou, waters of the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Andrew 
Bassam in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

156. Juan Colass Burdan, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou See, bounded on the west by John Grammon, on the north by José Antonio Rodrigues, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and M. Dios, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Juan Colass 
Burdan in his above notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that said land 
was habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ments on the land claimed embrace about five acres.” 

: Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have classed it with claims of the “third 
class.” 

157. José Arriole, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, bounded on the west by John Grammon, and on the south by a street of a Spanish village, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and M. Dios, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by José Arriole in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued uninterruptedly 
by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about two acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have classed it with claims of the “ third class.” 

158. Regoria Shirnack, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at the 
Cavasses, on Bayou See, bounded on the north by Ma. Lecuirs, and on all other sides by vacant land, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and J. Rodrigues, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Regoria 
Shirnack in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

159. Felician Gonzales, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Caney bayou, (Cavasses,) bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony: 

“Martin Dios and A. Rodrigues, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Felician 
Gonzales in his above notice; that the same is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about four acres.” 

We axe of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

160. Francisco Rosales, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of iand lying within the late neutral territory, situated on Bayou 
See, bounded on the west by José Ao. Rodrigues, on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F, Gonzales and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Francisco 
Rosales in his above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
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ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of the opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

161. José Bascus, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on Bayou See, 
bounded west by Peter Patterson, north by a street of a Spanish village, and containing 640 acres. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F, Gonzales and M. Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by José Bascus in his 
above notice; that the same is situated and lying as is therein described; that said land was habited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about two acres. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

162. Poitevent Bloodworth, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Joseph Grubbs, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situate on the north side of Bayou Kisatchie, bounded above by Eli Smith and below by David 
Wrinkles, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“Major Smith and John Warrick, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by 
Poitevent Bloodworth in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Eli Smith, under whom, by a chain of conveyance, 
the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by said Smith and 
others and the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
claims of the “third class.” 

163. John Warrick, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the north- 
west side of Bayou Kisatchie, bounded on the upper side by land claimed by Enos Withers, and below by 
vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“Major Smith and E. Smith, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John Warrick 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present, time; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about seven acres,” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 
of the third class.” 

164. John Wrinkle, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Letton Jones, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the east side of the Bayou Kisatchie, bounded on the upper side by Placide Bossier, and on the 
lower by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Major Smith and E. Smith, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John Wrinkle in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was habited, 
occupied, and cultivated by William T. Hatton, who sold to Letton Jones, under whom the claimant holds, 
by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabita- 
tion, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by said Hatton, Jones, and the 
claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed 
embrace about twenty acres.” 

The land claimed appears to lie on the east side of the Kisatchie, consequently without the limits of 
the neutral territory; we are therefore bound to say we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, 
and in the abstract have classed it with “claims of the fourth class.” 

165. Humphrey Yarborough, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
the north side of Bayou Kisatchie, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Major Smith and E. Smith, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Humphrey Yar- 
borough in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that the same has been uninterruptedly occupied, inhabited, and 
cultivated by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 
of the third class.” 

166. José Antonio Manchac, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
the waters of Bayou See, bounded north by David Waltman, on all other sides by vacant land, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and J. A. Rodrigues, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by José 
Antonio Manchac-in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
said land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about three acres.” 
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We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with “claims 
of the third class.” 

167. Martin Dios, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded on the north by Louis Latham, and on all other sides by 
vacant a" and containing 640 acres. The claim is suppurted by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“F. Gonzales and J. A. Rodrigues, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Martin Dios 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was habited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” " 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“third class” of claims. 

168. José Antonio Rodrigues, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
Bayou See, bounded on the west by Johri Burran, on the east by Francisco Rosales, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Martin Dios and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by José Antonio 
Rodrigues in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitatjon, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improéve- 
ments on the land claimed embrace about six acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

169. Trinidad Candado, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated 
within the village of the Adaise, bounded on the south by Francisco de Rohus, on the east by church 
lands, north by a street of said village, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Miguel Pour and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Trinidad 
Candado in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

170. Manuel Bustamente, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in the 
village of the Adaise, bounded on the east by Trinidad Candado, on all other sides by vacant land, and 
containing 640 acres. In support of which the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Martin Dios and Miguel Poudre, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Manuel Bustamente 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about one acre.” 

- We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class. ” 

171. Miguel Pugar, of the paris, of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in the village 
of the Adaise, bounded on the south by Francisco de Rochus, north by a street of said village, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

““M. Dios and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Miguel Pugar in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterrzptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about six acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the “third class,” 

172. Sylvestre Poissot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a chain of 
lakes which run parallel with Red river, bounded as is described in a plat of survey drawn by John 
Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor of the United States, dated October 5, 1823, and filed with the notice, 
containing 122.16 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Sezare Laffit and Firmin Poissot, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Sylvestre 
Poissot in his above notice; that the same is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and pRevious to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued 
uninterruptedly since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

173. Sylvestre Poissot, of the parish of Natchitoches, legal representative of Athanasse Poissot, 
deceased, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a communication of lakes on the south side of Red river, 
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bounded as is described in a plat of survey drawn by John Din$more, jr., deputy surveyor of the United 
States, dated October 5, 1823, and filed with the notice, containing 203.74 acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Cesar Laffitt and Firman Poissot, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Sylvestre 
Poissot in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Athanasse Poissot, from whom the claimant holds, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and 
cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by said Athanasse and the claimant since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

174. Firmin Poissot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a coulée 
known by the name of Bayou La Vacharie, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. 
The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Sezare Laffitt and Sylvestre Poissot, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Firman Poissot 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued uninterruptedly 
since that time by the claimant to the present day; and that his improvements on the land claimed embrace 
about four acres.” 

Firmin Poissot was the claimant in his own right in notice No. 54; and on proofs similar to the fore- 
going being produced, we recommended a confirmation of his title; and, in conformity with our preceding 
decisions, this must be rejected—(See Nos. 46, 51) 53.) 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “fourth class.” ‘ 

175. Cesar Laffitt, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on Bayou 
Lepoint, bounded on the lower side by Firmin Poissot, on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Firmin Poissot and 8. Poissot, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Cesar Laffitt in his 
above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued by the claimant 
uninterruptedly since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace seven acres.” 

The claimant, together with Louis Laffitt, have, before this board, filed their notice, No. 200, claiming, 
by virtue of a grant or concession, a large tract at Las Ormegas, which claim we have recommended for 
confirmation; and believing that an individual holding in his own right, under a grant, was precluded 
under the former government from claiming another tract by virtue of occupancy, we are bound to say, 
in our opinion, this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the 
“fourth class.” 

176. Denise Dios, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral*territory, situated on the west 
side of Lake Goun de Mora, bounded on the west by Madam Chubbidar, on all other sides by vacant land, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“F. Gonzales and Martin Dios, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Denise Dios in 
her above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued uninter- 
ruptedly since that time by the claimant until the present day; and that her improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about four acres.” 

We are of the opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘third class.” 

177. José Durohas, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Ignatio Santos, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated in the settlement of the Adaise, on the Bayou of the Three Prairies, bounded west by Manuel 
Santos, on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the 
following testimony taken before the board: 

“Martin Dios and F. Gonzales, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by José Durohas in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by Ignatio Santos, (under whom the claimant holds,) by his living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been uninterruptedly continued by said Santos and the claimant since that time to the present day; 
and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about six acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

178. Domingo Santa Cruz, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in the 
Adaise, bounded on the north by Trinidado Candido, on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

‘Martin Dios and F. Gonzales, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Domingo Santa Cruz 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inh@ited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about two acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” ‘ 

179. José Maria Soto, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Baptiste Cherino, filed his notice 
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claiming, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated in the settlement of the Adaise, bounded on the east by Manuel Santos, on all other sides 
by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“Louis Latham and Martin Dios, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by José Maria Soto in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by Baptiste Cherino, (under whom the claimant holds, ) by his living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been continued by said Cherino and the claimant uninterruptedly from that time to the present day; 
and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about four acres.”, 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

180. Samuel Davenport, the heirs and representatives of Edward Murphy, deceased, all of the parish 
of Natchitoches; the heirs and representatives of Luther Smith, of the State of New York; and the heirs 
and representatives of William Barr, deceased, of the State of Pennsylvania, filed their notice claiming a 
tract of land, being within the late neutral territory, lying east of the Sabine river, on the public road 
from Natchitoches to Gaines’ Ferry, on said river, at a place called “La Nana,” having for its centre the 
prairie which joins the bayou of said “La Nana,” to extend two leagues towards each cardinal point, so 
as to form a perfect square of four leagues on each front line, the centre to be said prairie. Claimed by 
virtue of a grant approved and signed by Don José Maria Guadiana, commandant of the post of Nacog- 
doches, August 4, 1798, in favor of said Edward Murphy, who, November 3, 1798, conveyed the same 
to the commercial partnership then existing between himself, (said Murphy,) Davenport, Smith, and 
Barr. The claim is supported by authenticated documents, of which the following are translations: 

“Mr. Lizvtrenant Governor: Don Edward Murphy, of the vicinity of Nacogdoches, appears before you 
by petition, and saith that, from three to four years last past, I have had, in the jurisdiction of Nacog- 
doches, now under your command, with the knowledge of your predecessors, the former commandants, at 
the place known by the name of Juan de Mora Lake, kept cattle and other animals, for which, until this 
date, I have paid the duties of tenths; and finding said place scarce of cane range for the preservation and 
increase of said animals, I have recourse to you, praying for a grant for a tract of land at the place called 
‘La Nana,’ situated on the east side of the river Sabine, about seven leagues from its margin, and on the 
road leading from this town to the post of Natchitoches; said tract of land, from its centre, which is the 
prairie joining the bayou of the aforesaid ‘La Nana’ and immediately on said road, to extend two leagues 
towards each cardinal point, so as to form a perfect square of four leagues in length each front line, the 
centre to be said prairie, so that in this space of land I may have a sufficient range for my present and 


future stock. 
“K. MURPHY. 
“ Nacogpocues, February 22, 1798.” 


“Pass this petition to the procurador, that he may leave in possession of the land the interested 
person as described. 
“GUADIANA. 
“ Jury 1, 1798.” 


“ Aveust 1, 1798.—In compliance with the foregoing decree, I, Don José Cayetano de Zepeda, 
syndic and procurador of this jurisdiction of our Lady of the Pillar of Nacogdoches, accompanied by my 
assisting witnesses, Juan José Medina and José Domingues, went to the place called ‘La Nana,’ in order 
to establish in said place of La Nana Don Edward Murphy, who is present, and give him possession, in 
pursuance of the preceding order; and being at said place, after having inquired if there were adjacent 
neighbors, and being well assured the nearest was Mr. Charboneaux, distant about eight leagues from 
said place of La Nana, and finding no impediment, put Don Edward Murphy in possession of the vacant 
land prayed for in his aforesaid petition, with the extent and boundaries therein expressed; visited the 
limits and territory with the before named witnesses and said Edward Murphy; the two leagues by the 
said road of St. Antonio de Bexar westward, reaching to the Chupaderas, and other two leagues of land 
towards the east, which reaches by the said road to the Bayou Tassan, with two leagues to the north, and 
other two leagues to the south; and taking him, the said Edward Murphy, by the hand, walked with him 
a number of paces from north to south, and the same from east to west, and letting go his hand, he walked 
about at pleasure on the said territory of La Nana, pulling up weeds, made holes in the ground, planted 
posts, cut down bushes, took up clods of earth and threw them on the ground, and did many other things 
in token of the possession in which I had put him, in the name of his Majesty, of said land, with the 
boundaries and extension as prayed for; and, in demonstration of the right which he already holds in said 
land as the only proprietor by virtue of this act of possession, and for further evidence of the right of sov- 
ereignty which he has forever acquired over said land of eight leagues, two towards each of the cardinal 
points, in the manner, place and boundaries expressed in his aforesaid petition, with the servitudes, uses, 
customs, and privileges, which he, the said Murphy, has, I gave the whole mentioned territory of ‘La 
Nana,’ which includes a square of eight leagues, the name of ‘San Pedro of the Bayou of La Nana; and 
the said Edward Murphy being and remaining in entire and peaceable possession, in conformity to law 
and right, of all the aforesaid land, as a proof and evidence of which I have signed this act of possession 
with the aforesaid witnesses, at the place of St. Peter of the Bayou of ‘La Nana, the same day, month, 


and year. : 
“JOSE CAYETANO DE ZEPEDA. 


“Juan José Meptna, 


Assisting witnesses.” 
“Jos& DomincuEs, } J 


“ At the post of Nacogdoches, the 4th day of the month of August, 1798, I, Don José Maria Guadiana, 
second cornet of the company of Montclova, and military and civil commandant of said post, have ordered 
that, in virtue of the possession of land given to Don Edward Murphy as aforesaid, without any opposition, 
the original document be placed in the protocol of said post, to serve as evidence of the same, and that 
there be given to the interested person a certified copy as a title for the property. In testimony of which, 
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I have authorized this act, which I have signed with two assisting witnesses, with whom I have acted for 
want of a public notary, and on this common paper, for want of stamped. To all of which I give faith. 
“JOSE MARIA GUADIANA. 
“José Louis pE La Beear, si . 
“Pgpro Lara, } Of assistance. 


This claim was entered and filed with the former board of commissioners, where it was supported 
by testimony that does not appear here. The whole, however, was reported by that board, with claims 
to land in the county of Natchitoches, under No. 46, and to that report we beg to refer. 

Being of opiniop the claim ought to be confirmed, we have classed it with claims of the “first class.” 

181. Samuel Davenport; the heirs and representatives of Edward Murphy, deceased, of the parish of 
Natchitoches; the heirs and representatives of Luther Smith, of the State of New York; and the heirs and 
representatives of William Barr, of the State of Pennsylvania, filed their notice claiming a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the east margin of the Sabine river, at a place called 
“Las Ormegas,” having such marks and boundaries as are represented in a plat of survey made by William 
M. Lester, deputy surveyor of the United States lands, and containing six square leagues, equal to 207,360 
acres; claimed by virtue of a concession signed by Bernado Fernandez, lieutenant governor of the 
jurisdiction of Nacogdoches, dated December 15, 1795, in favor of Jacinto Mora, which land said Mora, 
by act of sale dated July 22, 1805, transferred to William Barr & Company, a firm composed of said 
William Barr, now deceased, Samuel Davenport, Edward Murphy, now deceased, and Luther Smith, now 
deceased. The claim is supported by an authentic copy of the original acts, of which the following are 
translations: 


“*Nacoepocues, November 14, 1795. 


“Mr. Lievrenant Governor: Jacinto Mora, inhabitant of this village of our Lady of Pillar of Nacog- 
doches, with due respect appears by petition before you, and says that, on the east side of the river Sabine, 
at the place called ‘Las Ormegas,’ distant from the aforesaid village about twenty-five leagues, I have my 
stock of horses, and where it is my intention to establish a stock farm for the raising of mules, horses, 
horned cattle, sheep, and hogs, and likewise cultivate the soil; in virtue of which, I pray you will be 
pleased to grant me, for that purpose, a title of property for myself, my heirs, &c., six leagues square of 
land at the above-mentioned place of ‘Las Ormegas,’ the principal front or western boundary to extend 
north and south six leagues, so that the centre of the said line will be opposite the Indian crossing place 
on said river Sabine; the north line to begin at the northern extremity of the said front line on the east 
bank of said river, and extending six leagues east, forming with the front line a rectangle; the south line 
to commence at the southern extremity of the aforesaid front line, and extend six leagues east, forming, 
also, with the other, a rectangle; the line on the east side to commence at the extremity of the north line, 
and running parallel with the said river until it joins the extremity of the south line, so that the prairies and 
plains of the above Ormegas will be included in the square of the four fronts of six leagues in length 
each, formed by the expressed four lines. In consequence, I pray you will have the goodness to grant 
me the aforesaid six leagues square of land at said Ormegas, and in the manner prayed, for it being 


vacant, and no inhabitants near that such a grant can prejudice. And your petitioner, &c. 
“JACINTO MORA.” 


“Nacogpocues, Notember 14, 1795. 


“The syndic procuror of this jurisdiction, Don José Cayetano de Zepeda, will establish the petitioner 
in the aforesaid place, and in the manner asked for, if vacant, and not prejudicial to any inhabitant, 
proprietor of land, observing all the usual formalities of style, and extend the proceedings had in continua- 
tion for the more effectual confirmation of the title of property. 

“BERNADO FERNANDEZ.” 


“On December 2, 1795, I, Don José Cayetano de Zepeda, syndic procuror of this district of our Lady 
of the Pillar of Nacogdoches, in conformity to the foregoing decree, accompanied by the assisting 
witnesses, Don José de la Bega and Juliano Grande, went to the place called ‘Las Ormegas,’ situated 
about twenty-five leagues from said town of Nacogdoches, and on the east side of the Sabine river, in 
order to establish the said Jacinto Mora, then present, and give him possession, in conformity to the 
foregoing order. In compliance with which, being on said premises, after having inquired if there were 
any inhabitants near in order to cite them to be present, and being assured that the nearest lived at least’ 
ten or twelve leagues off Las Ormegas, and that their possessions did not reach within three or four 
leagues of the boundaries pointed out by Jacinto Mora in his aforesaid petition, for which reason no injury 
could be sustained by the nearest neighbor from putting the said Jacinto- Mora in possession of the vacant 
land he solicits, with all the extent and limits, I visited the boundaries and territory they embraced, with 
the assisting witnesses, and the said Jacinto Mora; and taking him by the right hand, walked with him 
a number of paces from the north to south, and same from east to west, and letting go his hand, he 
walked at pleasure on the said territory of ‘Las Ormegas,’ pulled up weeds, made holes in the ground, 
planted posts, cut bushes, took up clods of earth and threw them on the ground, and did many other acts 
and things in proof of the possession I had given him, in the name of his Majesty, of the said land, with 
its boundaries and extension, as prayed for by him; and in further demonstration of the rights and sov- 
ereignty he holds in it as the only proprietor by virtue of thigct of possession, and for the more abundant 
proof of the property which he has acquired in said land of six leagues square, in the manner, place, and 
boundaries as expressed in his petition, with all the uses, privileges, and appurtenances thereunto belong- 
ing, and which he holds in said territory of ‘Las Ormegas,’ forming a square of six leagues each front in 
length, I have named it Santa Maria Adelaida, that said tract of land may, in perpetuity, be called Santa 
Maria Adelaida de las Ormegas. And the said Jacinto Mora being and remaining in entire and peaceable 
possession of all the aforesaid land according to law and right, I have, in testimony of which, signed this 
act of possession, with the aforesaid assisting witnesses, at this place of Santa Maria Adelaida, the day, 


month, and year before mentioned. ; 
“JOSE CAYETANO DE ZEPEDA. 


“Jos& Louis DE LA VEGA. 
“ JutiIaNo GRANDE.” 
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“Don Bernado Fernandez, lieutenant of cavalry and lieutenant governor of the village of our Lady 
of the Pillar of Nacogdoches and its jurisdiction, confirms this title in form and possession, in the name 
of his Majesty, (whom may God preserve,) to Jacinto Mora, for himself, his children, his heirs, and others 
representing his rights, in perpetuity, it appearing that from the foregoing act of possession given by 
the syndic of this jurisdiction that said tract of land was vacant and cannot prejudice his neighbors. 

“Given in the aforesaid village December 15, 1795. 

“BERNADO FERNANDEZ.” 


“This copy is in conformity to and with the original record in the archives under my care, to which 
I refer, and from which I, Dn Dionisio Vallé, lieutenant of cavalry and military and civil commandant of 
this village and jurisdiction of Nacogdoches, had it copied, corrected, and compared. It is true and 

enuine; and at which act were present William Barr, Louis Roliquet, and Vicente del Rio. In testimony 
of which I, the aforesaid lieutenant of cavalry, have signed it, with two assisting witnesses, and with 
whom I proceeded for want of a public notary, June 27, 1805; to all of which I give faith. ; 
“DIONISIO VALLE. 
ft } Assisting witnesses.” 

Next follows a sale from Jacinto Mora to William Barr & Co. of the land above conceded to him, 
dated July 22, 1805, and passed in due form before the said lieutenant and commandant. 

This claim is reported by the late board of commissioners, being No. 49 of the Natchitoches claims. 
By reference to that report a great body of further testimony will be found sustaining the claimant’s 
pretensions, We have no hesitation in saying we are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and 
in the abstract have classed it with the “first class” of claims. 

182. The widow and heirs of Isaac Crow, deceased, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice 
claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the east bank of the river 
Sabine, at a place where the present road from Natchitoches to Nacogdoches crosses the said river, one 
half of the said tract being above or north of the said road, and the other half south of it, containing 
27,755 superficial arpents, to wit: four square leagues, claimed by virtue of a grant or concession from 
the commandant of Nacogdoches in favor of Vincente Michelli, dated June 17, 1797, for four leagues 
square on each side of the river, a part of which tract, to wit: that part lying on the east side of the 
river was, by authentic act, dated Nacogdoches, the , sold and transferred by the grantee to José 
Miguel Crow, (meaning the husband and father of the claimants.) 

The grant on which the validity of this claim depends accompanied the notice of the same claimant, 
Isaac Crow, filed with the late register under the act of May 11, 1820; the land claimed in both cases is 
the same, and we think it more regular that the title should remain as at first filed, to be reported by the 
register under the provisions of the above-mentioned act. Therefore, we are of opinion this claim ought 
not be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the ‘fourth class.” 

183. Sarah Sheridan, now wife of William Carrell, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the Bayou Le Bain, as is described in a plat of survey drawn by John Dinsmore, jr., 
deputy surveyor, dated September 1, 1823, filed with the notice, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony: 

“Latney Parrot, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Sarah Sheridan in her 
above notice; that the same is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about forty acres.” : 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“third class” of claims. 

184. Thomas Wallace, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of David Minsey, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the west side of the west branch of Red river, bounded on all sides by vacant land, 
and containing 400 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Remy Totam and John Armstrong, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas 
Wallace in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by David Minsey (under whom the claimant holds) by his, said 
David, living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by said David and the claimant since that 
period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about eight 
acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

185. Thomas Wallace, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a 
small creek called Terre Noir, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim 
is supported by the following testimony: 

“Athanasse Poissot and P. Laffitt, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas 
Wallace in his above notice; that the same’is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in 
the year 1805; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

186. The heirs and representatives of Bazil Gagnie, deceased, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed 
their notice claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place called “La 
Royo Nabonchas,” in the district of Bayou Pierre, bounded by the Bayou Nabonchas on one side, and on 
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the other by Silvestre Poissot and Bouett Laffit, and containing one league square. Claimed by virtue of a 
grant in favor of said Bazil Gagnie, dated ‘ 

The claimant having suggested to the board that the title on which he relies had been put into the 
hands of a third person for security, we have kept this claim open until now for the purpose of giving him 
time to produce it; but nothing being exhibited, we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, 
and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “fourth class.” 

187. Michael Chamard, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habita- 
tion, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Lake Fordache, which runs into the river Piscadare, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“André Adlé and Antoine Adlé, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Michael 
Chamard in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated, by the claimant’s living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to the year 1812; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been interruptedly 
continued by thé claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 


the land claimed embrace about thirteen acres.” 
Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have in the abstract classed it with claims of 


the “third class.” 

188. Pavie and Noyrit, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignees of José Antonio Sepulveda, filed 
their notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within 
the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Peidera, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Louis Procella and Jaques Hérriér, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Pavie and 
Noyrit in their above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
habited, occupied, and cultivated in the year 1813 by José Antonio Sepulveda, (under whom the claimant 
holds,) by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon; and that said inhabitation, occupation, and culti- 
vation has been constantly and uninterruptedly continued by said Sepulveda and the claimant since that 
time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about three 
acres.” 

Being of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, we have in the abstract classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

189. Benjamin Bullitt, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Jamieson, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situate on the Bayou St. John, bounded above by the claim of John Freeman, and below, as is 
supposed, by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“John Freeman and Jeremiah Morrell, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Benjamin 
Bullitt in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the lessee of John Jamieson, (under whom the claimant holds,) by 
his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation was continued to the year 1820, in the fall of which year the house and 
buildings were burned; and that the improvements on the land claimed embrace about twelve acres.” 

Believing that the claimant, on February 22, 1819, would have been, according to the usages and 
customs of the Spanish government of Texas, entitled to a recognition of his title, and that his right, 
under the United States, has not become forfeited by his subsequent abondonment, we are of opinion this 
claim ought to be confirmed; and, accordingly, in the abstract it will be found with the third class of 
claims.—(See No. 100 of this report. ) 

190. Jas. Madden, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Enos Withers, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on both sides of Bayou Kisatchie, bounded below by Joseph Grubb and above by vacant land, 
containing 640 acres. Which claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Ethelred Smith and Edmund Smith, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by James Madden 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Enos Withers, (under whom the claimant holds,) by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said land was inhabited, occupied, 
and cultivated by Withers and the claimant after that period, and during the years 1820 and 1821; and 
that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about seven acres.” 

The facts in this claim and the one reported under No. 189 are the same; and, accordingly, we are of 
opinion that such part of the tract claimed as may be found lying on the north or west of the Kisatchie 
be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed this claim with those of the “third class,” to that extent 
only; and considering the residue as lying without the limits of the late neutral territory, we are of opinion 
the same ought not to be confirmed. 

191. André Valentine, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on 
the Bayou Adaise, in the settlement of Bayou Pierre, bounded above by Pierre Dolet, deceased, and con- 
taining 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

Pierre Laffitt and André Adlé, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by André Valentine in 
his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1814; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been constantly and uninterruptedly continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about eighteen acres.” 

We have already recommended the confirmation of a claim in favor of the present applicant in his 
own right, founded on occupancy, (see No. 57,) and in conformity with the principles enforced in Nos. 46, 
51, and 53, we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it 
with claims of the “fourth class.” 

192. Francois Rambin, of the parish of Nachitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 
pation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
north side of a large bayou, bounded on the east by Christian Hesser, and on all other sides by vacant 
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land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board: 
“Christian Hesser and S. Poissot, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Frangois 
Rambin in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in 
the year 1813; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been constantly and uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvement on the 
land claimed embraces about eighteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

193. André Rambin, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a branch of 
Red river, bounded on the upper side by Francois Prudhomme, and on the lower side by Antoine Hesser, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Christian Hesser and Sylvester Poissot, being sworn, say that they know the land claimed by André 
Rambin in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land 
was habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in 
the year 1810; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

194, Christopher Hesser, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occu- 

ation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate on the 
north side of a large bayou, bounded on the west by Francois Rambin, on all other sides by vacant land, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Francois Rambin and Sylvester Poissot, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
Christian Hesser in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said 
land was habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, cotton, &c., 
thereon, in the year 1813; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been constantly and 
uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the improvements 
on the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the 
“third class” of claims. 

195. Antoine Hesser, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a 
branch of Red river, bounded on the lower side by John Sibley, and André Rambin on the upper side, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Francois Rambin and Sylvester Poissot, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
Antoine Hesser in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that said 
land was habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
in the year 1817; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that his improvements on the land claimed embrace 
about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

196. Charles Myers and Joseph Robinson, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignees of John McLaughlin 
and one Baptiste, filed their notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of 
land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the southwest bank of Red river, bounded on all 
sides by vacant land, and containing 376.31 acres. John McLaughlin, being sworn pefore the board in 
support of his claim, deposed as follows: 

“That he knows the land claimed by Charles Myers and Joseph Robinson in their above notice; 
that said land is situate and lying as is therein described; that said land was habited, occupied, and cul- 
tivated by one Baptiste, (frum whom the claimants hold through the witness,) by said Baptiste living on 
the land, and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1816; that said occupation, inhabitation, and culti- 
vation has been uninterruptedly continued since that year by Baptiste, the witness, and the claimants to 
the present day; and that the improvements on the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” 

The only witness here appears to be the immediate vendor of the claimants, and has such an interest 
in the claim as ought to have rendered him incompetent to testify. There being, then, no proof before us, 
we are bound to say, in our opinion, this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed 
it with claims of the “fourth class ” 

197. Benjamin Biles, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Tertise Henson, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on Bayou Harpoon, about two miles south of Fort Jesup, bounded on all sides by vacant 
land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board: 

“Raymond Daley and Henry Stoker, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Benjamin 
Biles, assignee of Tertise Henson, in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein 
described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Tertise Henson, under whom the 
claimant holds, by her living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said 
inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by said Henson and the 
claimant since that period to the present day; and that the improvements on the land claimed embrace 
about fifteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

198. Raymond Daley, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
Bayou Harpoon, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported 
. by the following testimony: 

“Henry Stoker and William Morgan, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Raymond 
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Daley in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same wag 
habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

199. William Stafford, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice, as assignee of Louis Warren, 
claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate on the east side of the river Sabine, 
at a place called the Saline Prairie, bounded, as is supposed, on the upper side by the heirs of Isaac Crow, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Raymond Daley and William Morgan, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by William 
Stafford in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was occupied, habited, and cultivated by William Dewitt, under whom the claimant holds, by said Dewitt’s 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupa- 
tion, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued since that time to the present day, by said Dewitt, 
by Louis Warren, to whom Dewitt sold, and by claimant, to whom Warren sold; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

200. Sezare Laffitt and Louis Laffitt, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming a tract 
of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place known by the name of “ Las Ormegyas,” 
on the east side of the Sabine river, containing 52,390 acres, agreeably to, and having such marks and 
boundaries as are represented in, a plat of survey drawn by John Dinsmore, jun., deputy surveyor of the 
United States, dated September 12, 1823, and filed with the notice. Claimed by virtue of a concession 
in favor of the claimants, given and signed by Don Joachim Ougardus, commandant of Nacogdoches, 
dated, as is believed, twenty-four years past; which act of concession was deposited in the archives of 
that post, and carried off, as is alleged, by Governor Salcedo, so that the same cannot be found to file with 
this claim. Claimed also by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“André Valentine and Sylvestre Poissot, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by 
Sezare and Louis Laffitt in their above notice; that possession of said land was taken by the claimants 
more than twenty-four years ago, when the claimants moved on the land claimed with their families, their 
cattle, horses, and slaves; that the claimants kept possession, lived on, and cultivated the land, and occu- 
pied the same from the said period of more than twenty-four years ago constantly until the present day. 
And the declarant, Sylvestre Poissot, says that he remembers having seen a concession signed by M. 
Ougardus, commandant of Nacogdoches; does not recollect the date, but thinks it was dated more than 
twenty-three years past; that said concession was in favor of the claimants, and was for all the land 
between the river Sabine and the Bayou San Patrice; and both the declarants say that it was the general 
belief and understanding among the inhabitants of the neighborhood that the claimants had a perfect 
grant, without any conditions, for the land claimed; that one of the claimants told these deponents, before 
and after the archives and papers at Nacogdoches were carried off by Governor Salcedo, that said grant 
was deposited therewith, and such was the belief and understanding of these deponents and of their 
neighbors, that all the papers and documents in the office of the commandant at Nacogdoches were carried 
off forcibly by Governor Salcedo in the year 1812; and that, since that time, said papers or documents 
have never been found or recovered by any individual interested therein.” The claimants also filed two 
original letters, of which the following is a translation: 

“ Nacogpocues, September 8, 1806. 


“Let it be known to you that, heretofore, Cesar Laffitt brought with him, and presented to me at this 
post, the grant whiclt he has as a stock at the place called ‘Las Ormegas,’ and you will let me know what 
has come to your knowledge respecting it. God preserve you. Signed by the commandant. 

“DIONISIO VALLE. 


“‘Sefior Sindico Don Marcetto Soro.” 


“T received the official letter which you sent me under date 8th instant, in which you tell me that I 
should send you Cesar Laffitt with the grant of the ‘Rancho de las Ormegas.’ You will know that Mr. 
Samuel has lost it three times, and it appears to me he cannot rely on a claim which he has lost so often. 


God, &c. 
“ MARCELLO DE SOTO.” 


The land claimed lies between the Sabine and Bayou San Patrice. We have abundant proof that the 
public documents of Nacogdoches were carried off during the revolutionary struggle in 1812; and we 
believe that it was seldom the practice of the inhabitants to take out copies of their grants; these con- 
siderations justify, in our opinion, a resort to parole proof to show that a grant once existed. The 
testimony relative to that fact is strong; and when the long and uninterrupted possession of the claimants 
is considered, joined to the expressions used in the letter of the commandant, we are of opinion this claim 
ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “first class.” 

201. The heirs of James Denny, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignees of José y Barvo, filed their 
notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on the south side of the Bayou of the Three Prairies, and containing 640 acres. 
The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Raymond Daley and Marian Sanchez, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by the heirs of 
James Denny in their above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the 
same was habited, occupied, and cultivated by José y Barvo, (under whom the claimants hold,) by his 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupa- 
tion, and cultivation has been continued uninterruptedly by said José and the claimant’s ancestor since 
that time to the present year; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about 
ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” 
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202. André Chamard, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Miguel Delgado, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated in a Spanish village known by the name of the Adaise, as is described in a plat of 
survey made by John Dinsmore, jr., deputy surveyor of the United States, dated September 23, 1823, and 
f containing 57.68 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 
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“Pierre Royet, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by André Chamard in his notice No. 
202; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was habited, occupied, and 
cultivated by Miguel Delgado, (who sold to the claimant,) by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
in the year 1812; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by said Delgado and the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements 
on the land claimed embrace about fourteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

203. George McTier, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the left 
bank of Bayou Depont, containing 671.58 arpents, bounded on all sides by vacant land, as appears by a 
plat of survey dated December 11, 1819. The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“Laurent Mier and Jacques Herrier, being duly sworn, each say they know the land claimed by 
George McTier in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the 
same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improve- 
ments on the land claimed embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

204. The heirs of Gaspard Fiolle and of Therese Lama Bathey, his wife, of the parish of Natchitoches, 
filed their notice claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place 
called “Bayou La Gloria,” nine or ten leagues to the westward of the town of Nacogdoches, containing 
two leagues square, claimed in virtue of a concession given by Antonio Gil y Barvo, commandant of 
Nacogdoches, dated in 1790, in favor of the ancestor of the claimants for the land claimed; which title or 
concession the claimants represent as lost, the same having been filed in the archives of Nacogdoches, 
and forcibly carried off from thence by Governor Salcedo, in 1812, so that the same nor a copy thereof 
cannot now be had; claimed also by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation for more than thirty 
years. In support of the claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Marian Sanchez and Dorothee Jarnac, being sworn, say they know the land claimed; that the 
same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the said land has been habited, occupied, and 
cultivated by Gaspard Fiolle and his descendants for upwards of twenty consecutive years; they both 
heard, some time in the year 1790 or 1791, a paper read by the father of Dorothee Jarnac, one of the 
deponents, purporting to be a grant of land signed by Antonio Gil y Barvo, commandant of Natchitoches, 
in favor of Gaspard Fiolle, for two leagues square of land, situated at a place called Bayou La Gloria; 
and Marian Sanchez further says, that it was the general belief among his neighbors that Mr. Fiolle had a 
perfect right from the Spanish government for the land claimed; and further, that he received a paper 
from the commandant of Nacogdoches to deliver to Madame Gaspard, which he did deliver to her; he did 
' not know what the paper contained, but from what the commandant said at the time, and a remark of Mrs. 
Gaspard on the delivery, he understood it was the grant in question. Declarant knows that Governor 
Salcedo issued orders for all the hoiders of lands within the jurisdiction of Nacogdoches to produce their 
titles before him to be examined and verified; this was in the year 1809, as well as he recollects; that most 
' of the holders complied with the order; that afterwards, a number of persons demanded of the officers of 
Nacogdoches their titles, which demand was always evaded until the year 1812, when they were all carried 
off with the archives and public papers of every description by Governor Salcedo, at the commencement, 
or during the revolution in that country.” 

We feel considerable difficulty in forming an opinion on this claim. The testimony is not entirely 
q satisfactory, particularly the latter part, which we feel disposed to reject, knowing, as we do, that the 
| original act of concession, together with the petition and other proceedings, forming the only record, were 
filed and kept in the office of the commandant, and copies thereof given to the persons interested; yet 
these copies, the only evidence of title in possession of the claimants, must have been loosely kept, 
considering they were given on application, and with no other expense than a trifling gratuity to the 
officers. 

On the whole, we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it 
with the claims of the “first class.” 

205. Mary Eliza Case, wife of William M. Rivers, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of William 
Stockman, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated as follows: bounded by the Spanish lake, and above by 
land claimed by George McTier, and known as Stockman’s place, containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Laurent Maylieux and George McTier, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Mary E. 
Case in her above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by William Stockman, under whom the claimant holds, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and 
cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the said Stockman, and others claiming under him, 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land embrace about 
23 acres.” 

Weare of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

206. George McTier, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on a Spanish 
lake, bounded below by land claimed by Mary E. Case, and above by vacant land, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“ Laurent Mayreux and Jacques Heriet, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by George McTier 
in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was habited, 
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occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, twelve years ago; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant 
since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land embrace about 
seven acres.” 

We have already recommended the confirmation of a claim (No. 203) in favor of the present 
applicant, founded on habitation, occupation, and cultivation in his own right. Therefore, in our opinion, 
this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “fourth 
class.”—(See Nos. 46, 51, 174.) 

207. Davis Case, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of Red river, about six or seven leagues above the town of Natchitoches, bounded below by land 
formerly of José Jeanis, and at present owned by William Murray, and above by the improvement of 
Moses Watts—the claimant holding under a sale from John Armon. The claim is supported by the 
following testimony: 

“George McTier and Laurent Mailreux, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by David Case 
in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
habited, occupied, and cultivated by John Armon, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., thereon, about twelve years since; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
were uninterruptedly continued by said Armon from that time until about three years since, when he left 
the place, but the fences, &c., have been kept up until the present time; that the claimant’s improvements 
on the land claimed embrace about ten acres; that Armon never had an intention of abandoning the land, 
but quit it solely on the ground of his children’s health, and always had an intention of returning thereto 
until his sale to the claimant.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.”—(See No. 100.) 

208. The heirs and representatives of John Dawson, of the parish of Rapide, filed their notice, 
claiming, by virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on both sides of Bayou Piedra, and on the road leading from Natchitoches to Gaines’ 
Ferry, on the Sabine, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Samuel Davenport and James McCracken, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
the heirs and representatives of John Dawson in their above notice; that said land is lying and situate 
as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by John Dawson, the 
claimant’s ancestor, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1811; that said inhabita- 
tion, occupation, and cultivation was uninterruptedly continued by said Dawson until his death in 1816; 
that the occupation, cultivation, and inhabitation were uninterruptedly continued from that time for the 
claimants, by and through Marian Sanchez, James McCracken, and Henry Stoker, to the presant day; and 
James McCracken further says that Sanchez, himself, and Stoker occupied the land in virtue of the 


permission of the claimants.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” 

209. The heirs and legal representatives of Gaspard Fiolle, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their 
notice claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Goutiere, 
about six leagues from the town of Natchitoches, and on the road to Opelousas, and containing two 
leagues all around said Bayou Goutiere, claimed by virtue of a grant signed by Estevan Miro, governor 
of the province of Louisiana, dated October 3, 1787, in favor of the said Fiolle; claimed also by virtue of 
occupation, habitation, and cultivation. The claimants filed the original documents, of which the following 
are translations in substance: 

“The petition of Gaspard Fiolle, addressed to Pedro Rousseau, commandant of Natchitoches, praying 
fer a piece of land situated at the Bayou Goutiere, on the road to Opelousas, and about six leagues from 
this post, it being the same land formerly established by Mr. Louis Cesare Borme, and by him abandoned 
for about twelve years. The petitioner prays to be permitted to establish himself on the land, and that 
there be conceded him two leagues round the Bayou Goutiere, to yield pasturage and support to the 
different kinds of stock and animals which he hopes soon to put upon it. Dated April 14, 1786. On 
September 20, 1787, the commandant says, considering, among other things, “that said land is not fit for 
cultivation, being pine woods, and only proper for a vacharie, it is permitted to the petitioner to establish 


his vacharie thereon until it shall please the government to accord a title in form. 
“PIERRE ROUSSEAU.” 


“New Orteans, October 3, 1787.—The surveyor general of this province will give possession of the 
two leagues of land, with the short depth, ‘corta profundidad,’ expressed, and in the place solicited, the 
same being vacant, and prejudicial to no one, with this indispensable condition, of making the road, 
clearing and cutting the timber within the precise time of one year; and if not done in three years, and 
in case the land shall not then be settled, this grant to be null and void; and with the further restriction 
of not selling it under the same term of three years; and under these conditions he shall survey the land, 
and shall extend the evidence of his possession, which shall be remitted to me, that I may provide the 


interested party with his complete title. 
“ESTEVAN MIRO.” 


No proof was adduced before us that the road was made and cleared within the year, or that the 
same was ever done, or that the land claimed was ever settled; consequently we must say that the 
essential conditions of the grant were never performed, and declare, in the language of the instrument 
itself, the same to be null and void. Therefore we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, 
and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “fourth class.” 

210. Joseph T. Montgomery, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Abm. Dinton, filed his notice 
claiming a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate in the forks of the Négreite bayou, 
adjoining the claim of Thomas Gray, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“James Gray and James Bridges, being sworn, say they know the land claimed by Joseph T. Mont- 
gomery in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
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was habited, occupied, and cultivated by Abraham Dinton, under whom the claimant holds, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, 
and cultivation was continued by said Dinton until his sale to Thomas Gray, and by him and others 
claiming through him and the claimant, since the said February 22, 1819, until the present time; and that 
the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

211. Baptiste Adlé, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate at a place called 
“ Sacanarie,” on the Bayou Cypre, bounded, as is supposed, on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Antoine Adlé and André Adlé, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Baptiste Adlé 
in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that time to this day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
claimed embrace about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

212. Thomas Gray, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Domingo Gonzales, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situate on the Bayou Négreite, bounded on the north by the claim of Davenport, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Bridges, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Thomas Gray in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was habited, occupied, 
and cultivated by Domingo Gonzales, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been uninterruptedly continued by said Gonzales and the claimant since that time until this day; and 
that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” 

Domingo Gonzales, from whom the claimant derives his right, has, before this board, filed his notice, 
claiming in his own right, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, on and prior to February 
22,1819, another tract, (see No. 147,) which claim we recommended for confirmation. This claim is 
precisely similar to the one reported under No. 53; and applying to this case the same reasons which we 
recognized in that, we give it as our opinion that this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract 
have classed it with claims of the “ fourth class.” 

213. Jacques Lapiné, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
See, at the prairie called La Cabache; bounded, as is supposed, on all sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ Jacques Herriet and Jean Leoné, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Jacques 
Lapiné in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
habited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the 
year 1812; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the 
claimant since that year to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements onthe land claimed 
embrace about six acres. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

214. Absalom J. Winfree, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Waddill, filed: his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the Sabine river, bounded on all sides, as is supposed, by vacant land, and contain- 
ing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“ Nicholas Jacks, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Abraham J. Winfree in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was habited, 
occupied, and cultivated by John Waddill, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation was 
continued during the years 1819 and 1820; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed: 
embrace about two acres.” 

We have before recommended the confirmation of a claim (see No. 8) in favor of the claimant’s assignor, 
John Waddill, in virtue, and in his own right of occupation, &c.; and according to our decisions in claims 
Nos. 46, 51, 53; we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed ‘it 
with claims of the “fourth class.” 

215. Nicholas Jacks, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Nedum Alford, filed his notice claim- 
ing, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within’ the late neutral 
territory, and situated on a branch of the Toreaux, and between lands claimed by Hugh McNeely and 
Benjamin Morris, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“Thomas Gray and Abraham J. Winfree, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
Nicholas Jacks in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein’ described; that the 
same was habited, occupied, and cultivated by Nedum Alford, (through and by his hired man, one Miller, ) 
under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 
22,1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been constantly continued since that period 
to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought’ to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it-with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

216. Manuel Flores, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation,.a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate on the right: 
bank of the Bayou Terre Blanche in ascending, bounded below by Madame Louis Chamara, above by 
a land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“George McTier and L. Meileux, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Manuel Flores 
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in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same wag 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his growing corn, &c., and living thereon, on and 
prior to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

217. The heirs of Andrew Franks, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming, by virtue 
of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
on the Bayou Peidra, about twenty-one miles from Natchitoches, on the road to Nacogdoches, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William Eltredge, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Andrew Franks’ heirs in 
their above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant’s ancestor in the year 1810; that said inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation was continued until the year 1812. Believes, and has reason to believe, that 
the ancestor of the claimants was expelled from his possession, or ordered off by the commander of the 
United States troops and Spanish forces in the year 1812; knows not whether the claimant or any other 
in his name, or by his authority, ever resumed the occupation.” 

We have decided (see Nos. 121 and 123,) that when it was shown that possession of the land claimed 
was abandoned prior to February 22, 1819, we could not recommend a confirmation of the title; but those 
cases and this are not similar; there the abandonment was voluntary; here it was coerced. We are to 
presume that the claimant would have continued his possession, and thus have brought himself within the 
letter of the law under which we are acting, had he not been prevented by the exercise of superior auth6rity; 
and can the government oppose to the claim its own act, and one to which the claimant gave no assent? 
We think not. It is known that in the year 1812 the United States troops did expel and force off a 
number of settlers on the neutral ground, burning their houses, destroying their property, &c. We think 
that justice and equity sanctions the opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract 
have classed it with claims of the “third class.” 

218. John Yocum, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Thomas Thompson, filed his notice claim- 
ing, by virtue of occupation and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
in the lower end of the Ewany Prairie about three miles from the Sabine, bounded on the south by land 
claimed by James Wilson, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“James Wilson and George Stewart, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by John 
Yocum in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
occupied and cultivated by John Yocum, the claimant, in the year 1817, by his growing corn, &c., thereon; 
that the same has been uninterruptedly occupied and cultivated by the claimant since that time to the present 
day; and that during the whole of the time above specified the claimant lived with his father about four 
hundred yards off from the land claimed. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.”—(See Nos. 23, 44.) 

219. Thomas D. Yocum, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated near the Ewany 
Prairie, bounded on the south by land claimed by John Yocum, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“George Stewart and James Wilson, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Thomas 
D. Yocum in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been unin- 


‘terruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s 


improvements on the land claimed embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

220. John Yocum, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Jesse Yocum, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated in and near the Prairie Ewany, bounded on the south by land claimed by Thomas D. Yocum, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“George Stewart and James Wilson, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by John 
Yocum, assignee, &c., in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; 
that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Jesse Yocum, under whom the claimant holds, 
by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1817; that said inhabitation, occupation, and 
cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the said Jesse Yocum, and the claimant holding under 
him, since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace 
about twelve acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

221. Mathias Yocum, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Louis Chabineaud, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated in the Prairie Ewany, bounded on the south and west by John Yocum, assignee of Jesse 
Yocum, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the 
board: 

“George Stewart and James Wilson, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by 
Mathias Yocum in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the 
same was occupied and cultivated by the claimant, by his growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1817; 
that said occupation and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that time 
until the present; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about eight acres."g 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

222. Samuel 8. Carnes, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Richard Simms, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
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territory, situated on a branch of the Bayou Toreaux, in the upper settlement of the Hickory Woods, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jesse Yocum and Thomas D. Yocum, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by 
Samuel S. Carnes in his above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Richard Simms, under whom the claimant holds, by 
his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the years 1814 and 1815; that said inhabitation, occupation, 
and cultivation was uninterruptedly continued by said Simms during four or five years thereafter; that 
the claimant, under his purchase from said Simms, has occupied, inhabited, and cultivated the land for 
about one or two years; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about nine 
acres.” 

The testimony brings the occupation and cultivation, at least, up to February 22, 1819. The estab- 
lishment of this fact we have heretofore thought entitled the claimant to recover—(See Nos. 100, 189.) 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

223. John Palvadore, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou “La Bonne Chassé,” bounded by vacant land, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Bte. Plaisance, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by John Palvadore in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land 
embrace about seven acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

224. The heirs of Edward Murphy, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming a tract 
of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated near the Lake Juan de Mora, having two leagues 
front to each cardinal point, or four square leagues, claimed by virtue of a concession given and signed 
by the commandant of Nacogdoches, and dated , for said tract of land, in favor of John Quinilty, who, 
afterwards, as the notice alleges, on or about June 15, 1799, sold to the claimants’ ancestor; which 
concession, as is further alleged, is lost, and cannot, or a copy thereof, be found to file herewith, the same 
having been returned to the commandant of Nacogdoches agreeably to orders, and from thence carried 
off forcibly by Governor Salcedo in 1812, with all the papers and archives of that post; claimed also by 
virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation for more than thirty years. The claim is supported only 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Sibley, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by the heirs of Edward Murphy 
in their above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described. Deponent knew the 
sons of the grantee, John Quinilty, about six years past, at which time one of them, James, told this 
deponent that his father had a concession for the land claimed. Deponent has known the land claimed 
for twenty years, and that it was always called Quinilty’s place.” 

“Bertrand Plaisance, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by the heirs of Edward Murphy 
in their above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was 
habited, occupied, and cultivated by John Quinilty, under whom the claimants hold, by his living and 
growing corn, &c., keeping his vacharies, horses, &c., thereon, more than thirty-five years past; that said 
inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation was uninterruptedly continued for more than ten years, and until 
his sale to the claimants’ ancestor; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation was continued by 
the claimants’ ancestor until the year 1806, when the buildings and houses were burned by Captain 
Turner, of the United States army. Deponent has always understood and believed, and it was the under- 
standing and belief among his neighbors and the inhabitants generally, that the said John Quinilty had a 
written grant for the land claimed, emitted by the Spanish government, though he never saw the grant, 
nor knows the quantity conceded.” 

“Theodore Grilliet, being duly sworn, says that he has heard read the preceding declaration of 
Bertrand Plaisance, and that the facts therein stated are true, with the exception that this deponent does 
not know that the land claimed was settled previous to thirty years past.” 

This testimony does not clearly prove the pre-existence of the grant; but, if stronger was required, 
would not this description of claimants, in every case, be precluded from establishing their rights? Facts 
similar to the one here attempted to be shown among an illiterate people, with few exceptions knowing 
not how to read or write, can only be substantiated by a sort of traditionary belief—a general under- 
standing among themselves. We think the early settlement of the land, and the fact that grants were 
seldom denied by the Spanish authorities, are considerations that may correctly be brought forward in aid 
of the testimony. See further answers to the general interrogatories preceding this report. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ first class.” 

225. Bernard Pantalion’s representatives, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed theie notice claiming, 
by virtue of a concession signed by the commandant of Nacogdoches, dated April 20, 1798, in favor of the 
claimants’ ancestor, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, bounded east by the Spanish 
lake, south by the Bayou Terre Blanche, north by the Bayou Durasmus, extending from said lake two 
leagues west. 

No document of title or testimony of any kind accompanies this notice; but we were referred generally 
to a notice of the same claimants, filed November 11, 1820, with the late register, under the act of May 11, 
1820, and with which the concession here relied on is to be found. No particular benefit can result to 
the claimants from an examination of their pretensions by the board, and we think it more regular that 
the title should remain as at first filed, to be reported by the present register under the above-mentioned 
act; consequently this claim must be rejected, and in the abstract we have classed it under claims of the 
“fourth class.”—(See Nos. 118, 120.) 

226. Francois Robin, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, and situated on the west 
bank of Old river, bounded above by land of James Bloodworth and below by the heirs of Orizéme Buard, 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Gaspard Boudin, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Francois Robin in his 
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above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein duseribed: that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &e., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued 
by the claimant since that period up to last spring, when his houses, &c., were burned; that the inhabitation 
has not been abandoned, and that the claimant is now preparing buildings, &c. for the purpose of renewing 


his cultivation. 
Weare of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 


the “third class.” 

227. Remy Totan, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
habitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territor y, situated on the Bayou 
Tapalcat, ‘pounded, as is supposed, all round by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Laurient Maylieux, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Remy Totan in his 
above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &e., thereon, fifteen years since; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant 
since that period until the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace 


about forty acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of “ third class.” 

228. Mary Routh Booker, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of 
habitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on 
a branch running into the Bayou Provencal, about half a mile below the Ewany trace, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ Peter Sydick and John Baptiste Sydick, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by 
Mary Routh Booker in her above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by John Self, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, 
on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said Self raised one crop on the land, and sold the same to 
Thomas Villars, who continued said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation one year, and then sold the 
land to the claimant, who has uninterruptedly continued said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
from that time to this day; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land ‘claimed embrace about eight 


acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” 

229. Ambroise Lecomte, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate in the Prairie 
Lianacucu, fronting on the Bayou Lianacucu, bounded by lands of John Baptiste Lecomte, containing twenty 
arpents front by forty in depth, being equal to 677 American acres. The claim is supported by the following 


- testimony taken before the board: 


“Gaspard Boudin, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Ambroise Lecomte in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by and through his agents and others holding under him, living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1808; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that time to the present day; and that the claimant’s 
improvements on the land claimed embrace about forty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion, on this testimony, the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have 
classed it with claims of the “third class.” 

230. John Baptiste Lecompte, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated at a place called Lianacucu, and containing, agreeably to 
a plat of survey filed in the claim, drawn by Joseph Irwin, then a deputy surveyor of the United States, 
dated in 1813, two leagues square, or 23,507 acres, claimed by virtue of a request or concession signed 
by the commandant of Nacogdoches, and dated July 31, 1797, in favor of Juan Baptiste D’Artigeau for 
the land claimed; transferred by the said D’Artigeau to Marie Louise Lecomte Dame Porter, by act of 
exchange, dated , and by said Dame Porter transferred to the claimant by act of sale, dated June 19, 
1813; claimed also in virtue of habitation, occupation, and cultivation for more than thirty-three years. 

“Dr. Juan Baptiste D’Artigeau communicates to you, with due respect, that he desires to establish a 
stock farm in the place called the Anacucu, of this jurisdiction, in consequence of which he prays you to 
grant him two leagues of land square in said place, in such a manner that it shall contain the whole of 
the plains of Lianacucu, todo el nano de Lianacucu, as well for himself as for his heirs and descendants. 
Should you grant this request, &c. Nacogdoches, July 31,1797. Signed Baptiste D’Artigeau.” “ Nacog- 
doches, July 31, 1797. Let this request pass to the procurador of this jurisdiction, provided no prejudice 
shall accrue to third' persons. Guadiana.” 

The claim is further supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Gaspard Bondin, being sworn, says that he is a creole of this country, and fifty-eight years of age; 
that he knows the land claimed by Jean Baptiste Lecomte in his above notice; that the same is lying 
and situate as is therein described; that said land has been constantly and uninterruptedly inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by those under whom the claimant holds, by the claimant, and for his use by 
others, for more than thirty-three years preceding this date.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims | 
of “second class.” 

231. Emanuel Trichel, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of habitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate in the Prairie 
Chatidana, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Alexander Germieul, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Emanuel Trichel in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly con- 
tinued by the claimant: since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the 


land claimed embrace about six acres.” 
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Weare of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with the “third 
class of claims.” 

232. James Bludworth, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Bennett, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of ovcupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Lac Pitite Embarras at its junction with Old river, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 


“ Alfred Bludworth, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed; that said land is lying 


and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by John 
Bennett, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1812; 
that Bennett continued said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, until his death, in 1815; that a 
few months afterwards the land was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Bradburn and Jacobson, who 
lived thereon about two years, under a permission from the claimant, after which the land was not 
inhabited nor occupied until August 1, 1823, when the claimant recommenced the inhabitation, occupa- 
tion, and cultivation, and has uninterruptedly continued the same until the present time. Claimant has at 
all times had his hggs on the land, and has cut timber and wood thereon.” 

We have already said that rights or claims to land resulting from possession and occupancy became, 
under the usages and customs of the Spanish government, lost by subsequent relinquishment or voluntary 
abandonment of such possession and occupancy. If we are correct, it results that, at the date of the treaty 
between the United States and Spain, the land now claimed was fully reannexed to the domain.—(See Nos. 
121 and 123.) 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the “fourth class.” 

233. Asa Hickman, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of John Mayhaw, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the Bayou Santaburb, bounded above by other land claimed by the claimant, on other sides 
by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“Wm. Hickman and Theo. Hickman, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Asa 
Hickman in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by John Mayhaw, (who sold to the claimant,) by his living and 
growing corn and peas, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occu- 
pation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the said Mayhaw and by the claimant since 
that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about 
thirty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

234. The heirs of Francois Rouquier, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming, by 
virtue of an order of survey, signed by Estevan Miro, governor of the province of Louisiana, in favor of 
Dominique Prudhomme, and dated October 5, 1786, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the west bank of that branch of Red river, called Old river, at the place called “ La Petit 
Ecor,” and adjoining below by land claimed by Jean Marie Francois Roquier, containing forty arpents 
front by forty arpents in depth, 

The claimant filed in support of his claim the original requete of Dominique Prudhomme, dated July 18, 
1786, praying for the land claimed; on which the governor, in the usual form, under date of October 5, 
1786, orders the surveyor general to put the party in possession. An authentic sale from the grantee, 
Dominique Prudhomme, dated December 20, 1786, is also filed. These documents are so mutilated by the 
ravages of time and insects that we can only give their substance. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “second class.” 

235. Jean Marie Francois Rouquier, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue 
of an order of survey, signed by Estevan Miro, then governor of the provice of Louisiana, in favor of the 
claimant, dated October 4, 1786, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 

west bank of that branch of Red river, called Old river, immediately below the place called ‘“ Petit Ecor,” 
to adjoin the next preceding tract, and containing forty arpents front by forty arpents in depth. 

The claimant filed in support of his claim his original petition, dated July 18, 1786, praying for the 
land claimed, on which the governor, in the usual form, October 4, 1786, orders the surveyor general to 
put the party in possession. This document is so torn by the ravages of time and insects that we can only 
give its substance. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “second class.” 

236. James Kirkham, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of Juan Segine, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situate on the Bayou Piedra, or Piedro, bounded on the upper side by other land of the claimant, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 


“Robert Sharp and John Sheridan, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by James | 


Kirkham in his notice No. 236; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Juan Segine, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on 
and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by said Segine, under whom the claimant holds, since that period to the present time, 
with the exception of last summer, of which the declarants do not know, not having seen the land during 
that year; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

237. Michel Rambin, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
Pierre settlement, bounded on the northeast by land of Pierre Laffitt, southwest by Madame Prudhomme, 
southeast by Mrs. Rucky, and other sides by vacant land, containing two hundred and eighty-one acres 
ane Seventy-one hamden of an acre. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“Louis Procella and Remy De Soto, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Michel 
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Rambin in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the 
year 1812; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the 
claimant since that year to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed 
embrace about three acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

238. Marcel De Soto, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the east 
side of Bayou Pierre, bounded north by vacant land, by Michel Rambin and Madame Baptiste Bastine 
partly on the east, and containing one thousand thirteen acres and twenty-six-hundredths of an acre. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“Christian Hesser, (before the board,) being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Marcel De 
Soto in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &., thereon, for more 
than twenty-three years last past; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninter- 
ruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement 
on the land claimed embraces about twenty acres. And Louis Vacou, being sworn, says the above facts 
are all within his own knowledge, except that he does not know that the land claimed has been cultivated 
and inhabited more than ten years past.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed to the extent of six hundred and forty acres, and 
in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “third class.” 

239. Louis Procella, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the east side 
of Bayou Pierre, bounded below by Marcel De Soto, and on all other sides by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Christian Hesser and Remy De Soto, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Louis 
Procella in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the 
year 1814; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued since 
that year by the claimant, and by his father and mother under him, to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces, about four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of 
the “third class.” 

240. Pavie and Noyrit, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, situated at a place called “Las res Llanos,” being the tract on which 
Louis Latham lately resided, and containing one league square, claimed by virtue of a Spanish concession 
in favor of José Sanchez, who sold and transferred the same by act dated June 2, 1818, to José Antonio 
Sepulveda, and by him sold and transferred to the claimant on November 18, 1820. 

No document of title, or testimony of any kind, was filed with this notice, but we were referred 
generally to the proof accompanying the notice for the land here prayed for, filed with the late register, 
No. 64, under the act of May 11, 1820. No particular benefit can result to the claimants from an examina- 
tion of their claim here, and we think it more regular that the testimony should remain as at first filed, 
to be examined and reported by the register under the above-mentioned act.—(See Nos. 118, 120.) There- 
fore, we are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the “fourth class.” 

241. Vincent Jackson, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of William Ash, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on the east bank of the Sabine river, about two miles below the Cashata village, 
bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing six hundgpd and forty acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: eh 

“Morris McLaughlin, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Vincent Jackson in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situated as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by William Ash, by his living and growing potatoes, peach trees, &c., thereon, 
some time about the year 1810; that at that time said Ash had about seven acres cleared. Witness has 
never seen the place since.” 

The rights of the claimant were lost by non-continuation of occupancy.—(See Nos. 121, 123, and 232.) 

We are of opinion this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the “fourth class.” 

242. Pierre Roblot, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the Bayou 
Na Bon Chassé, bounded above by land claimed by Philip Flores, below by vacant land, and containing 
640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jacob Nord and Remy Totan, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Pierre 


Roblot in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was | 


inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the 
year 1810; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uniuterruptedly continued by the 
claimant since that year to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 


embraces about twenty-five acres.” 
We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” 

243. Philip Flores, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the waters 
of Bayou “Na Bon Chassé,” bounded on the lower side by Pierre Roblot, and containing six hundred and 
forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jacob Nord and Remy Totan, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Philip Flores 
in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
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continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on 
the land claimed embraces about twenty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘‘third class.” 

244, Claude Antoine Choppin, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of 
inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
at “L’Isle a Bolieu,” in the settlement of Bayou Pierre, bounded, as is supposed, by vacant land, and 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

‘Pierre Bolieu and Edward Bolieu, fils, being duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by Claude 
Antoine Choppin in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that 
the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Baptiste Soline, the hireling of the claimant, and 
for his benefit, by his living, and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; and 
that the claimants’ improvements on the land claimed embrace about four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

245, Pierre Bolieu, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate at the “Isle a 
Bolieu,” in the settlement of Bayou Pierre, bounded below by vacant land, and above by Charles Noyrit, 
and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Laurent Meillicu, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Pierre Boilieu in his 
above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1810; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant 
since that year to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces 
about twenty-four acres. And C. A. Choppin, being also sworn, says that the land claimed was in a high 
state of cultivation by the claimant in 1819.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘ third class.” 

246. Laurent Meillieu, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabi- 
tation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated in 
“L’Isle a Bolieu,” bounded above by Michel Rambin, and below by Pierre Caillieu, and containing 640 
acres. ‘The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Pierre Bolieu and Edward Bolieu, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Laurent 
Meillieu in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Pierre Caillieu, on account and for the benefit of the claimant, 
by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabita- 
tion, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period to 
the present time; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about five acres.” 

On this testimony we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed 
it with claims of the “third class.” 

247. Edward Bolicu, fils, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabi- 
tation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated at 
“T’Isle a Bolieu,” in the settlement of Bayou Pierre, bounded by Pierre Bolieu above and Frangois Serpen- 
tine below, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board : 

“Laurent Meillieu, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Edward Bolieu, fils, in 
his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1810; 
that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant 
since that year to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces 
about eight acres.” 

On this proof we are of opinion the claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it 
with the claims of the “third class.” 

248. The heirs of Louis Souligne, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed their notice claiming, by virtue 
of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
in “L’Isle a Bolieu,” bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Laurent Meillieu and E. Bolieu, fils, being duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by the 
heirs of Louis Souligne in their above notice; and that said land is lying and situate as is therein 
described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimants’ ancestor, by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1813; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has 
been uninterruptedly continued by him and the claimants since that year to the present time; and that 
the claimants’ improvements on the land embrace ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

249. Pierre Roblot, of the parish of Natchitoches, assignee of José Antonio Skiewell, filed his notice 
claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late 
neutral territory, situated on the Bayou Na Bon Chassé, bounded on the lower side by Rosimo Gannie, 
on other sides by vacant land, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Jacob Nord, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Pierre Roblot in his above 
notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, 
and cultivated by José Antonio Skiewell, (from whom the claimant holds,) by his living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and before February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been uninterruptedly continued by said Skiewel! from that period until about eight months since; and 
that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about thirty acres.” : 

We are of opinion this claim cught to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” , : 

250. Jacques Grappe, of the parish of Natchitoches, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the 
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Sicicaacha bayou, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The 
claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“Francisco Rouas and Pierre Moran, being severally sworn, say they know the land claimed by 
Jacques Grappe in his above notice; that the same is situated as is therein described; that said tract 
was occupied, inhabited, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn thereon, on and 
previous to February 22, 1819; that said occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation has been continued by 
the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the improvement on the tract claimed embraces 
about fifty acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

251. Martha Andrus, of the parish of St. Landry, filed her notice claiming, by virtue of settlement 
and occupation, a tract of land in the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of the river Quel- 
queshue, bounded above by John Henderson, and below by Mitchel Neal, and containing six hundred and 
forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Thomas Stewart, being duly sworn, deposeth and says that the land claimed was, to his knowledge, 
settled and cleared to the extent of two acres by John Clark, (who sold to Sally Andrus, the deceased 
daughter of the claimant, and from whom she heirs,) about the year 1814. Deponent does not know that 
the settlement continued till about three years, when one Arsene Le Blne, for the claimant, entered on the 
land, and has cultivated it ever since.” 

We are of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with 
claims of the “third class.” 

252. Dempsey Isles, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, 
inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land, situated on the west bank of the river Quelqueshue, north of 
the Bayou Dan, bounded by H. Coward above, and below by vacant land, and containing six hundred and 
forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Tn the claim of Dempsey Isles, William Smith, being sworn, says that he knows the land since the 
year 1818 to the present time; that from that time to the present it has been cultivated to the extent of 
sixteen acres, in corn and potatoes—first by James Ashworth, (who sold his right to the claimant, as 
appears by a sale on file,) and then by the present claimant ever since; that it is situated on the ancient 
bed of the Quelqueshue river, and that James Ashworth is about fifty years of age.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “‘ third class.” 

253. Elias Blunt, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of Archibald Smith, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land, situated on the west bank of the 
Quelqueshue river, at a place called Blunt’s Ferry, bounded below by William and George Smith, and 
containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“ Burrell Franks, being sworn, says that he has known the land since the year 1818; that from that 
time to the present it has been settled and cultivated to the extent of about thirty acres—first by Archi- 
bald Smith, from whom the claimant holds, until the year 1821; that the land is situated on the right bank 
of the Quelqueshue river, at a place called Blunt’s Ferry.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

254. Hardy Coward, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of Aaron Cherry, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land, situated on the west bank of the 
river Quelqueshue, bounded on one side by McKee’s bayou, and on the other by the claim of George 
Smith, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“William Smith, being sworn, says that he has known the land since the year 1818 to the present 
time, and that from that time to the present it has been constantly inhabited and cultivated to the extent 
of about ten acres, in corn, pumpkins, &c.—first by Aaron Cherry, (from whom the claimant holds, ) till the 
last year; it is situated on the right bank of the Quelquesifte river, bounded on one side by McKee’s 
bayou; and that the said Cherry is about forty years of age, and the head of a family.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

255. Archibald Thompson, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupa- 
tion, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land, situated in the late neutral territory, on the east prong 
of Bayou Dinde, (which is a west branch of the Quelqueshue river,) fronting on the west side of said 
prong, bounded on all sides by vacant land, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is 
supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William Smith, being sworn, says that he knows the land since the year 1818 to the present time, 
and that during this space it has been constantly inhabited and cultivated by the claimant to the extent of 
four acres, in corn, potatoes, &c.; that it is situated as mentioned in the foregoing notice, and that the 
claimant is about thirty years of age, and the head of a family.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

256. George Fogleman, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of settlement 
and occupancy prior to February 22, 1819, a tract of land, lying within the late neutral territory, situated 
on the west side of the Quelqueshue river, on the Spanish trace, about two miles above Charles’ lake, and 
containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“John Hooser and David Hooser, being sworn, say that they know the land in question, and have 
known it since the year 1817; that in the spring of that year the claimant cleared and cultivated about 
five acres of the land in corn, &c.; and that the land in question is situated as mentioned in the 
preceding notice.” 

From the notice and testimony it appears that the land was voluntarily abandoned on February 22, 
1819; therefore, we must say, in our opinion, this claim ought not to be confirmed, and in the abstract 
have classed it with claims of the “fourth class.” (See No. 232, and the Nos. there referred to.) 

257. James Going, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of settlement and 
occupancy, a tract of land in the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of the Quelqueshue river, 
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on the east bank of the Bayou Show Pique, opposite the claim of James Ashworth, and containing three 
hundred and twenty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Ashworth, being sworn, says that he has known the land since the month of January, 1819; 
that from that time to the present the claimant had settled, resided on, and cultivated it to the extent of 
about six acres, in corn, potatoes, &c.; that it is situated as mentioned in the foregoing notice.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

258. James Ashworth, jr., of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of settle- 
ment and occupancy, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of 
the Quelqueshue river, and on the west side of the Show Pique bayou, about fifteen miles above the 
entrance of said bayou into the Quelqueshue river, at a crossing of said bayou, which is about two miles 
south of the Spanish trace, and containing three hundred and twenty acres. The claim is supported by 
the following testimony taken before the board: 

“James Going, being sworn, says that he has known the land claimed since the month of January, 
1819; that at that time it was settled and cultivated by the claimant to the extent of about five acres, in 
corn, potatoes, &c.; that the claimant has continued to reside on said land, and to cultivate it from that 
time to the present; and that it is situated as mentioned in the foregoing notice of the claimant.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

259. James Barnett, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of George Orr and Abel Terrell, filed his 
notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land situated on the 
river Sabine, at the old Spanish crossing, having a cabin on each side of the road, containing 640 acres. 
In support of the claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks states on oath that the land was settled and cultivated by George Orr and Abel 
Terrell, from whom the claimant holds, in the year 1818, and for three years since; since that time depo- 
nent has not seen the land.” “William Smith, on oath, in the same claim, confirms the testimony of 
Franks, and adds, that he saw the place about eighteen months since, and it was then inhabited and under 
good fence, as the property of said Orr and Terrell.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

260. Jacob E. Self, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of Rezin Bowie, sen., who was assignee of 
William Andrus, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract 
of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of the Quelqueshue river, about 
six miles above Lake Charles, bounded above by lands of Isaac Foster, and containing 640 acres. In 
support of this claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

‘“‘ James Simmons, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he is well acquainted with the land of 
the claimant; that it is situated about six miles above Lake Charles, on the west side of the Quelqueshue 
river, at or near the junction of the west fork with the main river; that the land in question has been 
inhabited and cultivated for about ten years, in regular succession, to the extent of about ten acres, ih 
corn, potatoes, and the like—first by William Andrus, and afterwards by others under him, including the 
claimant, who has occupied it for several years, and has made continual improvements thereon.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

261. Rees Perkins, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of Gibson Johnson, (who purchased of 
Devers, who purchased of Burrell Franks, ) filed his notice claiming, by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, 
and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the north side of the 
west branch of the Quelqueshue river, about four miles above the improvement made by John Gilchris, 
and containing 640 acres. In support of this claim the following testimony was taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being sworn, deposeth that he knows the land since the year 1818; that about that 
time, and before February, 1819, Charles Savoyard made a settlement and improvement of about two 
acres, planted in corn, &c.; that said Savoyard made a verbal transfer of said settlement to this deponent, 
who sold to Devers, who sold to Gibson Johnson, who sold to the claimant; that the said land is situated 
on the north side of the west branch of the Quelqueshue river, and about four miles above the improve- 
ment made by John Gilchris, at the first fork of the west branch.” 

It is not shown that the land claimed was either occupied or cultivated February 22, 1819, by the 
claimant, or those under whom he holds. We are, therefore, of opinion that this claim ought not to be 
confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “ fourth class.”—(See No. 256.) 

262. Rees Perkins, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of David Choat, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, 
situated on the right bank of the Quelqueshue river, about a mile above Blunt’s Ferry, and the same 
distance below Devers’ Ferry, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being duly sworn, says he has known the land since the year 1818, and that since 
that time to the present it has been constantly inhabited and cultivated by David Choat; that about 
twenty-five acres were under fence and cultivation in corn, potatoes, &c., during the greater part of the 
time, and previous to February, 1819; that the land is situated as described in claimant’s notice.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed; and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” —_ 

263. Rees Perkins, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of John Gilchris, filed his notice claiming, 
by virtue of occupation, inhabitation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral terri- 

tory, situated on the right bank of the west branch of the Quelqueshue river, at a pine bluff about three 
miles from the mouth of said branch, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The following testimony 
was taken before the board in support of this claim: : 

“Burrell Franks, being sworn, says he has known the land since the year 1818, and from that time 
to the present it has been constantly inhabited and cultivated by John Gilchris, (till about a year past, ) 
and by others under him ever since; that about thirteen acres have been cleared on said land, and culti- 
vated in corn, potatoes, &c., before and since the year 1818, and up to this time; is situated on a west 
branch of the Quelqueshue river, and on the right bank, about three miles from the mouth of the branch 
by water, and at a pine bluff.” 
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We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

264 Drury Bunch, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of the river Quelqueshue, about ten miles above John Henderson’s, and containing six hundred and 
forty acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“John Stewart, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Drury Bunch in his above 
notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, 
and cultivated by said Drury Bunch, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to, 
February 22, 1819.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

265. James Barnett, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of Joshua Johnson, filed his notice claim- 
ing, by virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral 
territory, situated on the west bank of the Quelqueshue river, adjoining below to the claim of David 
Choat, and on which Mrs. Coleman now lives, containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is sup- 
ported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William Smith and Burrell Franks, being both duly sworn, say they know the land claimed by James 
Barnett in his foregoing notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same 
was inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Joshua Johnson, (under whom the claimant holds,) by his 
living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant and those under whom 
he holds, since that period to the present time; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 
embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

266. Hardy Coward, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of William Isles, who purchased of Moses 
Ashworth, filed his notice claiming, by Virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land 
lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of the river Quelqueshue, on the south 
bank of McKee’s bayou, and the same on which the claimant now lives, bounded below by the claim of 
Dempsey Isles, and containing six hundred and forty acres. The claim is supported by the following 
testimony taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Hardy Coward in his forego- 
ing notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, occu- 
pied, and cultivated by Moses Ashworth, (who sold to William Isles,) by his living and growing corn, 
&c., thereon, in the year 1816; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, has been uninterruptedly 
continued since that time, by said Ashworth, and by William Isles, and the claimant holding under him, 
to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces about thirty-five 
acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

267. Michel Neil, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of the Bayou Quelqueshue, bounded above by Arsen le Blue, below by Jos. Clark, and containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William Smith, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Michel Neil in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupicd, 
and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 
22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the 
claimant since that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvement on the land claimed 
~ 99 ; 


embraces about twelve acres. ® 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, andyfn the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

268. John Henderson, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of the river Quelqueshue, about one and a half mile below the claim of Martin Carmersac on the 
east side, and containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before 
the board: 

“William Smith, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by John Henderson in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that said tract was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous 
to February 22, 1819; that the said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly 
continued by the claimant since that period to the present day; and that his improvements on the land 
embrace about 45 acres. 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

269. Burrell Franks, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of Quelqueshue lake, at a place called Hackberry island, it being a small island surrounded by sea 
marsh, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William V. Smith, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Burrell Franks in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situated as is therein described; that the same was occupied and 
cultivated by the claimant, by his growing vegetables thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; 
that said occupation and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the claimant since that period 
to the present day; and that his improvements on the land embrace about one quarter of an acre.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

270. Jacob Ryan, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
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bank of the Bayou Quelqueshue, about six miles above the Little lake, and containing 640 acres. The 
claim is supporied by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Henry Moss, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Jacob Ryan in his above notice; 
that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, occupied, and 
cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, cotton, and potatoes, thereon, in the year 
1817, though he commenced the improvement in 1816; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation 
has been constantly continued by the claimant since that period to the present time; and that the 
claimant’s improvement on the land claimed embraces sixteen acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

271. Hiram Ours, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land (through a chain of transfers from Jourdan Perkins) lying 
within the late neutral territory, situated on the west side of Bayou Quelqueshue, being on the north side 
of Bayou d’Inde, about one mile and a half from its mouth, and at the first bluff, containing 640 acres. 
The claim is supported by the following testimony: 

“Henry Moss and Isaac Ryan, being both duly sworn, say that they know the land claimed by Hiram 
Ours in his above notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by Jourdan Perkins, (under whom the claimant holds,) by his living 
and growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1818, or the year preceding; that the same has been constantly 
inhabited, occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, and by those under whom he holds, since that. period 
to the present time, with the exception of the year 1820, when the place laid idle; and that the claimant’s 
improvement on the land claimed embraces about eight acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

272. Henry Moss, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situate west of the 
Bayou Quelqueshue, on the waters of the Bayou d’Inde, about two miles below and south of the old 
Spanish trace to the Sabine, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Tsaac Ryan, being sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Henry Moss in his above notice; 
that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was occupied and cultivated by 
the claimant, by his growing corn, &c., thereon, in the year 1818; that said cultivation and occupation 
has been uninterruptedly continued since that period to the present time; that the claimant, in conse- 
quence of the unsettled state of the country, did not actually live on the land until the year 1821, since 
which he has constantly inhabited the land claimed; and that his improvements may embrace about 
fifteen acres.” 

The facts in this claim are similar to those in claim No. 23, and for the reasons therein given we are of 
opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims of the “third class.” 

273. Jacob Ryan, of the parish of Natchitoches, (meaning St. Landry,) assignee of Joseph Cornow, 
filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying 
within the late neutral territory, situated on the west bank of the Bayou Quelqueshue, bounded above by 
the claimant, at a bluff about five miles above the Little lake, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported 
by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“ Henry Moss, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Jacob Ryan in his above notice; 
that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, occupied, and 
cultivated by Joseph Cornow, (under whom the claimant holds,) by his living and growing corn, &c., 
thereon, in the year 1818; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation was continued constantly 
by said Cornow for about two or three years, or until he sold to the claimant; that afterwards one 
Nathaniel Clifton occupied, inhabited, and cultivated the land; and that the claimant’s improvements on 
the land claimed embrace about six acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “ third class.” 

274. George King and John B. Hamilton, of the parish of St. Landry, filed their notice claiming, by 
virtue of settlement and occupancy, a tract of land situated on the east branch of the Quelqueshue river, 
called Bayou Darbon, and on the west side thereof, located on a creek called Mill creek, bounded on all 
sides by vacant land, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken 
before the board: 

“James Simmons, being duly sworn, deposcth and saith that he is well acquainted with the land of 
the aforesaid claimant; that it is situated on the west side of the eastern branch of the Quelqueshue river, 
called the Darbon, and on a small water-course called Mill creek, about a mile from the Darbon; that it 
was settled and cultivated by the claimants, and by them occupied from the fall of the year 1818 to 
the present time, in regular succession, to the extent of about twenty or twenty-five acres, in corn, 
potatoes, and the like.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

275. Joseph Clark, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of Bayou Quelqueshue, bounded above by Michel Neil, and below by Isaac Foster, containing 640 
acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“William Smith, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Joseph Clark in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, 
and cultivated by the claimant, through William Isles, his agent or lessee, by his living and cultivating 
corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819. Deponent does not know that said inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, has been continued since that period, but knows that some of the fences are 
yet standing, together with peach trees; he supposes there are about twelve acres improved on the land 
claimed.” 

This claim is similar to others before recommended, (see Nos. 100, 189,) therefore, 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 


of the “third class.” i 
276. Rees Perkins, of the parish of St. Landry, assignee of Philip P. Devers, filed his notice claiming, 
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by virtue of inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral terri- 
tory, situated on the west bank of the Bayou Quelqueshue, at a place called Devers’ Ferry, about a mile 
above David Choat’s settlement, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by Rees Perkins in his 
above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by Philip P. Devers, under whom the claimant holds, by his living and growing 
corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultiva- 
tion has been constantly continued since that period by said Devers, and others by his permission, to the 
present time; and that the improvements on the land claimed embrace about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the ‘third class.” 

277. Isaac Foster, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of the Quelqueshue river, bounded below by Jacob E. Self, and above by Ogden, being the same on 
which the claimant now resides, containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony 
taken before the board: 

“William Smith, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by Isaac Foster in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was occupied, inhabited, 
and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 
22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the 
claimant since that period to the present day; and that his improvement on the land claimed embraces 
about twenty-five acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

278. William Smith, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west bank 
of the Bayou Quelqueshue, bounded above by Elias Blunt, and containing 640 acres. The claim is sup- 
ported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by William Smith in his above 
notice; that said land is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, 
and cultivated by the claimant by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 
22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued by the 
claimant since that period to the present day; and that his improvement on the land claimed embraces 
about ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

279. George Smith, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
side of the Bayou Quelqueshue, bounded by land of William Smith, and containing 640 acres. The claim 
is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being duly sworn, says he knows the land claimed by George Smith in his above 
notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that the same was inhabited, occupied, 
and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to February 
22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been uninterruptedly continued since 
that period to the present day; and that the claimant’s improvements’ on the land claimed embrace about 
ten acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the “third class.” 

280. George Orr, of the parish of St. Landry, filed his notice claiming, by virtue of inhabitation, 
occupation, and cultivation, a tract of land lying within the late neutral territory, situated on the west 
bank of the Bayou Quelqueshue, bounded above by the claim of Jacob E. Self, and below by vacant land, 
containing 640 acres. The claim is supported by the following testimony taken before the board: 

“Burrell Franks, being duly sworn, says that he knows the land claimed by George Orr in his 
above notice; that the same is lying and situate as is therein described; that said land was inhabited, 
occupied, and cultivated by the claimant, by his living and growing corn, &c., thereon, on and previous to 
February 22, 1819; that said inhabitation, occupation, and cultivation has been continued since that 
period until a few months since; and that the claimant’s improvements on the land claimed embrace about 
four acres.” 

We are of opinion this claim ought to be confirmed, and in the abstract have classed it with claims 
of the third class. 

In closing this report we are under the necessity of remarking that it has been represented to us 
that the tract of land claimed by Henry Stoker, assignee of Alexander Calhoun, by virtue of occupancy, 
and recommended for confirmation under No. 42, embraces the same ground on which the United States 
military works and buildings at Cantonment Jesup now stand, and there may be other claims similarly 
situated. In order to guard, therefore, against conflicting interests, we would recommend, should Congress 
affirm our decisions, the insertion of a restrictive clause in the act. 

All which is respectfully submitted by your most obedient servants, 

VALENTINE KING, Register. 
DAVID L. TODD, Receiver. 
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Abstract containing the whole number of claims embraced in the foregoing report. 


FIRST CLASS 





87 
108 


110 
113 
143 


180 


181 


200 
204 
224 





Name of claimant, nature of title, |Titles—when issued.| Titles—to whom issued. | Date of transfer, person trans- 


and by whom issued. 


Extent. 
ferring, and to whom. 


Quantity. 





Complete grants by lieutenant gov- 
ernor of Nucogdoches. 


Joseph Valentine..... evcccccccceees| August 30, 1791....) Claimant... 


co cows cece cccccccccces oeeees, 14 mile square., 


George Schamp and Pelag. Schamp..| May 14, 1796..... --| John Adley............| Jan. 21, 1821, from grantee to | } league square. 


Emanuel Prudhomme .... 


Murphy. 


Samuel Davenport; heirs and rep- | August 14, 1798....| Edward Murphy....... 


resentatives of Ed. Murphy, de- 
ceased; heirs and representatives 
of Luther Smith, deceased ; and 
heirs and representatives of W. 
Barr, deceased. 

BBMNC .ccceses- secccccece « 


Cezare Laffitt and Louis Laffitt.....| Title lost.......... Claimants .....eeeeeeee 
o600.clObeeicese peéess Claimants’ ancestor....|...seseees 
John Quinilty..........| Grantee to claimants’ ances- | 4 leagues square 


Widow and heirs of Gasp. Fiolle.... 
Heirs of Ed. Murphy, by comman- |.....d0......... eves 
dant of Nacogdoches. 








cocsccccce| Title lost 2... sceeee Claimant ...... 
Legal representatives of Pierre Dolet.| January 14, 1796....| Claimants’ ancestor.... 
Heirs and representatives of Ed. | October 18, 1791 ...].......... do.. 


seececees| December 15, 1795.| Jacinta Mora.........6- 


| 

| 

; | 
claimant. 

setUvedeldedebesileetacne ereneacseevece|  LORNUEU SCIEN 
/ 

ccvcce ccccccccccccccccce covcce| 2 leagues square 


Coccecccece|cocccecocccccccccecesoos avcese] SPCC cc cccdes 


November 3, 1798, from gran- 
tee to claimant. 


4 leagues square 


| 
| 
| 
| 


July 22, 1805, from grantee to | 6 leagues square 
claimant. 


cccccccccccccces cece 2 leagues square 


} 


tors. | 








Acres. 


5, 760 


2,222.84 


207, 360 


52, 390 








SECOND CLASS. 





82 


230 


234 





| 


Pierre L.affitt, conditional grant, by | June 12, 1784.......) Claimant ....eceecccccclecceccccccsescceccccesesecesee| SPCCIAl seseeees 


| 
commandant of Nacogdoches. | 
| 


John Baptiste Lecomte, incomplete | July 31, 1797.......| J. B. D’Artigeau........| Grantee to Dame Porter, and | 2 leagues square 


grant by ditto. 


by her to claimant. 


Heirs of Francis Rouquier, order of | October 5, 1786... J Dominique Prudhomme.| December 20, 1786, grantee to | 40 arpents front 


survey, by governor of Louisiana. 


by 40 arpents 
deep. 


claimant. 


Jean Marie Franc. Rouquier, ditto .. October 4, 1786 ....| CMUMAN isensscccicicinss/ccidivcrecitesesnedceeseesecccocs!| 40 QEPeMes fnnt 





by 40 arpents 
deep. 











11,393.89 
23,507 


seer eeeseses 





THIRD CLASS. 
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Names of claimants, 


Situation of the claim. 


Acres. 





cosrsveene | 
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15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


23 


SSR 


28 


30 
31 





Henry Quirk..... pie Saibsivialvieediewa aes sine aleve b eidisloieisle sloleleinibibmisieeweea wines 
Louis Latham........... Sipieieia dies One eases secs eesecocs bbed taseeeee 
Antonio Le Rue .cccceccceccccccccccccccccccvcccescccccs wocccccecces 
Francisco Grammon ......seeeeeeeesee seco ceeseeee Cece cccccccs coccee 


Henry Stoker .....ccceccccccccccccccccccecs cesses cess sees sees secees 
Latney Parrot....cccccccccccccccccccecccccscscsccccces 
Johin LUM ...ccccccccccccscccccces gelsecs enlace merle 
John Waddill......cccccsccccccccccccccces 
Joel Leakey..... Ries gis Sb wiSaIb wiabisisiereNOW RSS S HO es el psbleisieleimels de'sie/es/e'a6ie 


eee sere eres eres sess sere sees 


Samuel Norris .....cccccccccccccccccccscccsccce cesses cecsccescess wens 
Hugh McNeley...ccccseccccecececececcsesccsssssvcsscessccenes eocece 
Christopher Anthony......cecccecececccesececcsccccccseseccssscsscese 
Samuel Norris, assignee of Peter Murphy.......++++e00+ simeseemaneaces 
Leonard Dyson, assignee of Edward McGlaughlin.........seeeeeeeees 
Nathanie] NOrris.....ccccccccecccccccccccscccececscceseucecs 
Nathaniel Norris and brothers ........ccceccccceecccesceesccscccecess 
Thomas Hicks......ccecccccccceccceccsecesssecsssscsesensscecss eceee 
Leonard Dyson........++ 
Baptiste Poiret, brothers and Sisters ......seeseeccscescceccecccecccees 
Baptiste Poiret, Sr. ....cccocccccccccccecescccsesssesess cscs seseescees 


sere eeee 


Moses Robison.....cescccsseccees alsa elomieigaibee baebais aweked eSlee/tee sels 


Peter Stockman... cccccccccccccccccccccccccce seve scccecessccescces 
Jacob Winfree.........ceeeeeeees 


eee meee mores eeeeeeeseraes sees esses 


James Pha>is 2... ccccccccccccccccccccs BUsGs cosevetacleeccenncieancnee 
GMB INMCH ~~. c Swicwsinesibccceciecccevess ccecccccccccccsccccescsessseses| BayOu Santa Barbara..... soces.cccsscccccccsscccceces 
Antonio Debaserda ......0cceccesecscecs cecccccccccccceccccccccceccee| BAYOU Si€...s cece vecces cecvescccccscecscces secs cccees 
JOSG HGtrAGeD, ocicciccccccscceccccee ccccvevcccevessoceee Cree eesesecees cocces AO cece cocccs seecces eee seen sees eees cess sececcecs 
Peter Patterson .....escccecececceececece Gees news ese ecaeleweusie cevcee|seces GOeecces cove cccecccessscecseceses sons seseesescess 
John Maximillien .......0.. coccccccccccccccccccccccccccseccccecccces| sescesdOeceeccnscccsccceeee ceces Ceeees ee 2 eoeccccc secs 


Henry Stockman....ccssccccccccccccccccesccccceccss cess cesesceeeees 





Bayou of Three Prairies............ ede: Sekewue ecccccee 
cccccedOccccccecdOcccccce ccctccccccccces eeseecsevcse cove 
WAVOU iC c cs scccessceceeccescune § cesccsccccccesesec 
eoveredOcccccccccces ccccccccccce secce secsccccecocceces 


Bayou OGIO. ciiiscsas cicsaciceccesesiecace eeeendeee <eee 
Bayou Buena Vista ..... PPTTTTRTITT TET LTT TTT eth 
Bayou Pedro and Buena Vista....... cesses sseseecececs 
East side river Sabine. ....... Coe ccccccesccer ceeccces 
Bayou Négreit....cceecees cocceccvcses secs cece -soseees 
Red river ... .... 
Bayou Toro. ....0+ cccces secs seeeescces Stine tiadaceses 


OOO See es Fees See eseeeeeEseeesesene 


Bayou NEgreit ..ccececseccecccecee sorsccceesceccecs 
Red rivers ces cece cccse cocces cecccccs cons coeces ccs cces 
Sa Rein OOnwasssiawee eeeeee bse ees coededes enw eucwasees 
Peach Tree bayou ....cceecccecceeesceee seeeececssens 
cocccehOccccccce cocccccces coerce cccccces cece coos deecee 
Hickory WO0dS,. ....eseeses seescecececccecces er cccees 
Red river...css cccccccs cnccccccces eves cccccces coer cces 
occ ADs ce cccccce cece cccccsecescccs Coes ccccscceccces 
Lake Of Red river ....cceccs cece cess secccecscccececess 
Red river....ccccccccccccsvces covsccesccse cece cvescces 
osecesOOsccecceccs cd ceded veseseciéoeccsce benesecoceecee 
Hickory WO0dS, .csee sscccscovccecceces coveeceecscens 


Red river ccccccccccce ccccces cccces cccccececces ccccccee 





Redd rivereeveccccccccccscocccccccccccvesecee secs ccccee 


640 
640 


640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
489 
640 
640 
296 .66 
640 


640 


75 


351.80 
435.50 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


640 
640 
640 
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Abstract containing the whole number of claims, &c.—Continued. 


THIRD CLASS —Contiuned. 
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32 
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39 
40 
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88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
94 
95 


97 

98 

99 
100 
101 
102 
104 
105 
106 
107 
109 
lll 
112 
114 
115 
117 
119 
124 


Names of claimants. 





Ree meee eereeseeee sere seseeeeeseeeeeseseeeeE 


John Gordon......... 
John Armstrong, assignee of Charles Curtis ........+00++ 


Peewee seers sereeessesseesees 


Cerare Wallace ...ccccccoscccccccrerecs 
James Kirkham,...... 


John Laplace .....eeeeeeeesees 
James Kirkham, assignee of Thomas Cartwright.....+e.++e0+ 


PTerrrerereeRerrEPE rere errr re eee eee eee 


ee eeeeeesereee 
wee eeee cesses seeeseees 


steer cesses eeeee 


Benjamin Winfree ........+++ 


eee ee reer er eeeeseseeseeeesseesesene 


Marian SancheZ.....2.ccsccceces 


eee ee meee ee eeee sere tees eeseeseees sess eeeESesese 


3enjamin Morris.... 
Absolem J. Winfree 2... eceee. cone seccec eens cenees 


Henry Stoker, assignee of Alexander Calhoun.... 
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Thomas Arthur ...cccccccccccccccecccecccccsccccccceces 


Andres Galind0.....ccccccccccce coccccccescece ce 


eee eee were eeeereseereeseeeees 


Frangois Poiret...ceececeeeccecccceees 
Michael Early ....ccccecesccccccccccescecccscecscsesveseescesesecees 
John Armstrong, assignee of James Anderson ......+eeeceeeeeeeseeees 
David Case, assignee of Jolin Euney .......ceeeeeeeceeeceeeeceeceeees 
Henry Berger ....ccccccecccccccccsccccceccvceccsscssccccce secs cccese 
Firmin Poissot......ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccssccccsscccscccees 
Andre Adley, Baptiste Prudhomme, and José Locabeach........esee0+ 
Cezare Wallace, assignee of Pierre Wallace, deceased......+.++eeee 
Andre Valentine.....ccccccccecccccccscosecccesccesesccsccscscececess 
Edmund Quirk.....eeeeeeee 
William QUiUrK.... cece cece eceeeee cece ces 


Manuel Cherindd «0.2 000s ccc cccccecccs cece 0000 cece cccccccssccccccces 


Pee eee eesesreeeeesessss st aeeeeesse eeee 


eee were eer eres eseseseseees 


Guillaume BEDE 2... cccccsccccccccccccce cocce 
Widow Laleno Padea... cece cccccccccccccccccccccccs ccccce cece cccces 


eee ee eeeseeesessessesee 


John Freeman ....ccccececccsccecceccescese 
RosimO Gagnié.......ccccccccccccccsccvcesccssescsse cesses sscsescves 
James Shackleford, assignee Of John Stein ....ceeeeeececeescseccscecs 
Eli Smith. .... cccccccccceccccccccccsccsecesecccccccccecccccs sees sees 
David Wrinkles, ......ccccccsecccccccccccccccesecccecess 
John Montgomery, jr.... 
Eli Smith, assignee of Archibald Thompson............ 


John Sheridan, assignee Of Pedro Guiard0........eeeeveeeeceseceveecs 
James Tate, assignee Of Cubaza....ccccoccce-cccvcccccccccsceccccess 


Jomes Tate, assignee of Maria Mora, 


James Tate, assignee Of Pablo Libras ...... cecccecececcescececcescess 
Maria Conception de Lion, assignee of M. Rodrigues........seeeeeeees 
Antonio ROdrigtes.....cccccccccccccccs ccvcccccccsecccc cece cccecccccs 
Asa Bekum, assignee of Maria San Miguel....... seccccceseccccscces 
James M. Gibson, assignee Of J. MOMtgOMery ...cseceeeeeceecceeveees 
Charles NOyrit ......cccccsccccccccccnscccsescccsesssssssccssscseeses 
Frangois Prudhomme... ....sesecccsecsccececccccececceecccecescescees 
Alexander Germicul. ......scccccceccccccvcescccccsceccss sees cccscess 
Hugh McGuffin . ......ccccccccccccccs voce ccvcccesccccescesessvceees 
Harriet W. M. Cable, assignee of J. Cable......esecccccecccecececees 
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| No. 182. Widow and heirs of Isaac Crow, deceased. 


186. Heirs and representatives of Basil Gagnie. 
191. Andre Valentine. 

196. Charles Myers and Joseph Robinson. 

206. George McTier. 

209. Heirs and representatives of Gaspard Fiolle. 
212. Thomas Gray, assignee of Domingo Gonzales. 
214. Absolem Winfree, assignee of John Waddill. 
225. Representatives of Bernard Pantalions. 

232, James Bludworth, assignee of John Bennett. 
240. Pavie and Noyrit. 

241. Vincent Jackson, assignee of William Ash. 


ened 256. George Fogleman. 


261, Rees Perkins, assignee of G. Johnson. 








DAVID L, TODD, Receiver. 
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VALIDITY OF CLAIMS TO LAND IN ARKANSAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 31, 1825. 


Mr. Gurtey, from the Committee on Public Lands, who were instructed by a resolution of tiis House of 
the 15th December last to inquire into the expediency of authorizing claimants to lands in the Terri- 
tory of Arkansas, of a larger amount than one league square, to institute proceedings in the United 
States district court at Nashville, in the State of Tennessee, to try the validity of their claims, 
reported: 


That Congress, at the last session, passed an act authorizing claimants to lands within the limits of 
the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to institute proceedings to try the validity of their claims; 
the former in the district court of the United States for the district of Missouri, and the latter in the 
superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, but limiting its operations to claims to land in said Territory 
not exceeding in extent one league square. The object of the resolution is to do away the restrictive 
provision of said act, and to authorize suits to be instituted against the United States without regard to 
the extent of the claim, and to substitute for the superior court of the Territory of Arkansas the district 
court of the United States for the district of Tennessee. 

Your committee would here remark, that the law of the last session, before referred to, is a departure 
from the ordinary and long-established legislation of the government in similar cases, and ought to be 
viewed rather as an experiment of a doubtful policy, in reference to a class of cases of great magnitude 
and difficulty, than received as evidencing, on the part of Congress, full confidence in its wisdom or 
practical utility. 

The time for instituting suits under the provisions of this act is limited to two years from its passage, 
within which period its practical operations will be known, and will furnish a safe guide for future legisla- 
tion on the subject. Your committee are therefore of opinion that it is inexpedient at this time to enlarge 
or extend the provisions of said act by granting the authorization contemplated in the resolution aforesaid. 
In recommending this course they are unable to perceive any peculiar hardship that can result to those 
claimants. The courts of the United States are now open to them. If the lands are unoccupied, they 
may enter thereon, possess, enjoy, and dispose of them, and, in case of adverse possession, they have the 
means of obtaining a judicial decision of title in the ordinary mode, without the aid of further legislation. 
Wherefore, your committee recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject of said resolution. 
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TO POSTPONE SALE OF RELINQUISHED LANDS IN ALABAMA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 31, 1825. | 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Alabama most respectfully represents: That 
the people of this State entertain a just and grateful sense of the munificence and liberality of the 
general zovernment, and especially for the passage of laws extending relief when they were in circum- 
stances in which, if relief had been withheld, consequences the most disastrous to their interests would 
have taken place. Among these, not the least beneficial has been the act of Congress of the last session, 
entitled “An act to provide for the extinguishment of the public debt.” Many had not availed themselves 
of the benefit of former acts, who were in hopes that more prosperous times and a vigorous prosecution 
of business would have put it in their power to retain a greater quantity of land. These are enabled 
still to provide against eventual loss, and, at the same time, close their account with the government for 
the purchase of land. Your memorialists beg leave to represent that, should the relinquished land, except 
such relinquished lands as are now advertised for sale, be kept back from sale for one year, or until 
the proceeds of a crop be realized, it will prove highly beneficial to those who may have relinquished, 
and, at the same time, promote the interest of the general government. By such delay the people of this 
State will be better prepared to purchase again, and a more general competition and a more extensive 
sale take place. The land market will not be so exclusively occupied by a few capitalists, who will 
purchase land with the view of making a speedy sale, at an advanced price, to the cultivators of the soil. 
This advance will, in general, show the loss which the government will sustain by ordering a sale at a 
time when the great body of agriculturists will not be in funds to buy. Relinquishment of lands will be 
induced by various causes; the inability of some to retain as much as they designed at the time of the 
purchase; the high price which was given for it; and the fear that should a scarcity of money continue, 
there would be a final loss by its forfeiture. But, from whatever cause it may be relinquished, those who 
relinquish will be anxious to purchase again; and it cannot, as we suppose, be otherwise than to the 
interest of the United States to give them an opportunity of being in the market when the land is offered 
for sale. Your memorialists make these suggestions, impressed with the belief that, by extending a 
benefit to the people of this State in the present instance, the lands of the United States will become 
more productive. The premises are submitted to the wisdom and consideration of your honorable body. 
And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
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Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly convened, 
That his excellency the governor cause to be transmitted to our senators and representatives in Congress 
certified copies of the foregoing memorial, to be by them submitted to the Congress of the United States. 

SAMUEL WALKER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICH’S DAVIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved December 25, 1824. 
ISRAEL PICKENS. 


I do certify that this is a true copy of an act filed in my office. In testimony of which I put my name 


and affix the seal of the State this 30th of December, 1824. 
JAMES I. THORNTON, Secretary of State. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR A REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF CERTAIN LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 3, 1825. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the people of the State of Illinois, represented in the general assembly, respect- 
fully shows: That your memorialists, believing that the existing laws relating to public lands are unequal 
in their operation, and injurious in their tendency both to the national interest and to the welfare of large 
portions of the western country, beg leave to submit the following observations: The present price of 
public lands, so far as it relates to those districts of country which have been recently offered for sale, 
affords no grounds of complaint, but your memorialists believe that a distinction ought to be made 
between land thus situated and such as has been longer in market. In the latter case the most choice 
selections having been made by the bidders at public sale, by non-residents who have purchased on 
speculation, or by early settlers, the land remaining is either of inferior quality, or subject to some local 
disadvantages, and it would seem reasonable that its price should be reduced in proportion to its actual 
value. The value of such land will naturally be ascertained by comparing its quality with that of 
adjacent tracts, and the purchaser would reluctantly pay for it the same price which has been given for 
superior soil and better situations, The natural consequence of such a state of things is, that the emigrant 
is driven to new and distant settlements where few have preceded him, and where the inconvenience of 
which we complain does not operate upon his choice. The tide of population is thus diverted into a 
thousand channels, and suffered to roll over immense regions, creating feeble and thinly scattered settle- 
ments, and leaving extensive tracts of wilderness behind. Under a government like ours, cemented only 
by the mutual affection of the people, it is to be doubted whether a policy should be pursued which, by 
diffusing the population, weakens the political strength of the national and State confederacies, and 
loosens the ties which should bind the people together. In a scattered population public institutions are. 
seldom established; systems of education cannot be matured; moral restraints are tardily enforced; laws 
are feebly executed; and revenue raised with difficulty. 

To concentrate the daily accumulating population of the western States would not only add to the 
character of the American people, by promoting the progress of civilization in a large section of the 
Union, but would give strength and stability to the newly created States. To the State governments in 
the west the contemplated change is particularly desirable on account of the important addition which it 
would afford to their revenues. Possessing a country of great extent and fertility, we want only the 
means of improvement to bring its great natural resources into useful operation. The increase of 
physical strength which would be derived by alluring the emigrant to the settlements already made, and 
thus filling up the country and producing a denser population than now exists, would be one step towards 
this important object, and the consequent improvement of revenue which is anticipated would be another. 
Should these hopes be realized, it is believed that the great work of internal improvement, which now 
appears to engage the attention of a large portion of the American people, might be commenced among 
us, new sources of wealth would be opened, and that friendly intercourse which should subsist among 
the members of the great political family would be facilitated to the benefit and convenience of all. We 
might also look forward to the day when the liberal and useful arts might be cherished by the fostering 
hand of governments, and when the new States might prove as fertile in mental as they are now in 
natural productions. The pecuniary embarrassments under which the western people have long labored, 
and which still press them with a heavy hand, are too well known, and have been too often urged upon 
the consideration of Congress, to need further illustrations. This cause alone, if no other existed, would 
be sufficient to retard the sale of public lands; but its operation is greater in respect to the lands in 
question in proportion to the allurements held out to purchasers in the newly formed districts. How 
far this fact will be considered as affording us additional claims upon the justice and liberality of 
Congress is not for us to determine. For all these reasons your memorialists respectfully pray that the 
present laws relating to the sale of public lands be so modified as to authorize the sale of all such lands 
as have been offered for sale five years or more at fifty cents per acre. And your memorialists, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray. 
THOMAS MATHER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ADOLPHUS F. HUBBARD, Speaker of the Senate. 


December 14, 1824. Adopted by the house of representatives. 
CHARLES DUNN, Clerk. 


December 14, 1824. Adopted by the senate. 
EMANUEL J. WEST, Secretary. 
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FPAPPLICATION FOR THE fREMISSION OF A FORFEITURE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 15, 1825. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of David Chambers, 
of Jefferson county, in the State of Ohio, reported: 


The petitioner states that he, on February 25, 1806, purchased of the United States a quarter section 
of land, situate in the Steubenville district, in the State of Ohio, at the rate of $8 per acre, on account of 
which he paid the sum of $320, being the amount of the first instalment; that owing to certain losses, the 
nature of which are not set forth by the petitioner, he was unable to complete the payment of the purchase 
money, and, in consequence of his failure to pay, the land reverted to the United States in the year 1812. 
The petitioner prays that he may be permitted to enter other lands, and that the sum of money paid by 
him ingthe year 1806’may be applied to his credit towards the payment of the same. 

The committee have been able to perceive nothing in the case of the petitioner that distinguishes it 
from other cases of purchasers whose lands have been forfeited for non-payment of the purchase money; 
and they are of opinion that{ any principle upon which the relief prayed for in this instance could be 
granted would be equally applicable, and ought to be extended to all such purchasers. The case of the 
petitioner, then, resolves itself into an inquiry into the propriety of granting relief to this class of 
purchasers. Under the creditysystem, forfeiture of the land for non-payment of the purchase money was 
one of the conditions of the sale, and essentially necessary to give efficiency to that mode of disposing of 
the public lands. The purchaser entered into the contract with a full knowledge of its character and con- 
sequences, and cannot therefore ask for relief, or, in other words, to be exonerated from his contract, as a 
claim of strict right or justice. In respect to the policy 6f granting to this class of purchasers the relief 
prayed for in the present case, the committee are of opinion that to grant it would be injudicious in itself, 
and mischievous in its tendency. That aside from the difficulties it might throw upon the officers of the 
land department, it would have the effect of giving countenance to the idea that contracts entered into 
with the: government were less sacred than those made between individuals, and hence operate to lessen 
the anxiety and exertion to comply with them according to the terms of the engagement. And when it 
is recollected that the debt now due to the government for lands amounts to about $10,000,000, and that 
the present debtors might ask for the same relief, after having permitted their lands to become forfeited, 
it is but too obvious that such a measure would furnish to many a powerful motive to make no further 
exertion to meet their engagements to the government. Nor do the committee perceive any circumstance 
of equity or peculiar hardship in the case of the petitioner to exempt it from the influence of the foregoing 
general considerations, and, if there were any to be found, the committee would still pause before they 
set an example that would necessarily lead them into an endless investigation of the misfortunes, 
miscalculations, and pecuniary ability of a numerous class of public debtors whose contracts have 
terminated by the operation of law. Your committee therefore recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution: . 

Resolved, That’it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioner. 
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ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE CULTIVATION OF THE VINE AND OLIVE WITH THE ALLOT- 
MENT OF LAND FOR THE PURPOSE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 16, 1825. 


Treasury Department, February 15, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, I have the honor to enclose a list 
of the names of the persons who entered into contract with this department for the cultivation of the vine 
and olive, and of the tracts of land allotted to each. 

This department is not in possession of any evidence that any one of the persons on the enclosed list 
have complied with the terms of the contract, nor has it received any definite or authentic evidence of the 
non-compliance of any of those persons. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. Henry Cray, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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12 | 30 | Boutiere, J. Claude Benoit............02-00. | 240 92 | Desmares.....+ssesseereesseees sceseecccoce 
BL 1 We, Tomine WAVE 66 sscccecocscccevcssss 120 | 93 | Durand, Jean Baptiste...........seeeeeeeers 
| ° JZ | Delaporte, Louis. .......ccccccccccccccesces 120 94 | Robaglia, Joseph. .......ececccccscecccscens 
33 | Meynie, Jean Ulysse........sssseecescseees 120 95 | Garnier, fils..........000 oecceee 0 eecccccces 
Reserve D. | Barthelemie......... bho: Ge snnetomonn peek 40 | 96 | Peniere, fils, Emile .... sesesssesseeeeeee eee 
13 | BA etaie ME: So 08s, soccesassesaseesicecsiceses's 240 || 97 | Ve, Audibert......seecccceceecerseceeveeees 
35 | Mansuis, Luiller............+6. weaccccececs | 120 l M. | MignOn....eceeesceeececcescccccs cece cceee 
33 | Jouny, Louis Michel. ..........sseeessee00{ 120 || 98 | Nidelet, E. F ........... tee eeeeeeeeeeeeeens 
37 | Vernhes, Jean Vincent........ bsvegsseecsee | 190 || 99 | Cousin, David ....+sseeeserecceescecceeeees 
| PERETTE NE. GBD onscwionacncnsccesesasesesce iicnakeneel 40 N. | Roudel ......sseesseeesceesscsensesseeseees 
14 68 | Marchaud, Louis Pre. Th ......0.seseeeeeee 480 || 100 | Galabert, Colonel Louis .........+.. teee eens 
| 39 | Martin, Amedce .......... a aes Sette eet. , O/T 101 | Petitval, J. B ....cccccses coves. secccccesece 
15 | 40 | Butaud, Isaac ........... Reet ee eis cn oo 240 | 102 | Anduze, Mathew Bernard.........sseeeeees 
4l | ber: BORON orbche ses scnsonksasuxeweseccs 240 | 103 | Frederick, Louis Auguste..........0sseeeees 
42 | Menon, Dieu Donne............sseeeeeeeeee 120 | 104 | Gubert, J. Hy ces cc eeeeseeeeeceeeceerceeees 
| Reserve F. | Fouquet, J. and Moulin ............0.06 ioe 40 | 105 | Moynier, Jos. Ariste The0,.....esseeeeeeees 
16 | 43 | Jordan, Colonel Ambroise ........+..+ss+0++ 320 | 106 | Colonel Douarche...... SupmeseaneSes ses sens 
44 | Vorster, Colonel Emile............000 cove 320 | 107 | Gruchet, LOuis.......sscccccccscvvccccccecs 
17 45 | Cadet, Bergache .........sseceeseseceeeeeee| 240 | 108 | Villar, Charles...........+- peeantoneels sees 
46 | Gallard, Pierre....... SeeeueheeeanEcaasbenans 240 | 109 | Pagniere, J. Alexandre. ....++++sseeseeeeeee 
47 | Lefeuvre, Claude Joseph....... Pee sak 120 110 | Dirat, Louis M.......cceceeccccccesccecvees 
Reserve G. | (Not appropriated). ......sseeeeeeeeces sees! 40 || 111 | Mondin . 2.2.2. e.see cc ecescccceccccceccce 
18 48 | Paguenaud, PN ciiisiciitecmiscns.| SS i BES 1 RRO, Wali ss cues sss 5sineesnes <0 se ccwe 
£9} PegnnOn, DOAN .000 000000500 6008e00c0e05000. 240 || 113 | Fallot, Eugene Hyacinthe ..........eeeeeee: 
50 | Gaunay, Nicolas.......cccceccceevceccccees 120 || 114 | Frenage, Marc Antoine, ...... ecseeececceeee 
ETE” PEs | MEEUMED ion cps seees oc vcnssoesessanres Oe 40 | 115 | Laurent, Clement. oo. vecsesccceeecdcccecone 
19 Sl | Avsolphi, Laurent 200000000000 c0000000 br. 480 | OME he ere Cewcccccce cone 
52 | Knappe, Phillippe............ i te ee 160 | BIG 1 VOMORMIS Hslics ches sschds vewswswevees cess 
20 | 53 | Grouche, Colonel Alphons0..........+2+0++-| 320 || 117 | Avigoll; WBCiNthG .0. osicccwsscasncss cess 
54 | Grouchy, Captain Victor..........seeeeee bas 160 | P. | Fouquet, ainé..........- pceweahehuwe se eeau 
ed OE a ae a ee en Se 160 118 | Poculo, Benoit. .....ccccccccccseccecee © cee 
21 56 | Drouet, Pierre .......0.0+0. Ba ak we delle 480 | ND A ar neces snc ece se seareteshasuseeas snes 
57 | Bailly, Michel ........00s.000 Rae eee ss 120 | MOD] WOME esssas oaees abssleveewhandeeessesen 
Reserve I. | Dupui and Ragon.......... ae SOE ae 40 | W21 | Besson, Louis An......ccscecccoccccccccene 
22 58 | Lemaignen, Pierre Paul .......s0ssee+eeeees 480 | 122 | Lemeunier, J. Joseph ........ceeeceee cocces 
59 | Lerouyer, PND GOLE 5555 oscsecneses ose shee 160 | ERS | MORNE 66sec. iccces veccceesse: o0esesesesin 
23 Pl Mawneehe, Potiee veevscssscsosecnossosscans] 400] (Not appropriated) .......sssessseeessee sees 
61 | Formento, Felix ..... Scaeaeunn Jae seus seen 160 | Me) SIRT y, MOSTMBN sys cteeaveweesencnece cose 
24 OP | MRNPOREME, WERIRG 555s050 0500 6on0eee0seeese 240 | BBS | WONG) TINGS 656i sonic cde ewscnesscdesceen 
63 | Burckle, Emanuel...... peaeasbesbbereee cess 120 | 126 | Mariano, Pompe ......cccccccerecccccceces 
G4 | Coquillon; freres..c.ss.scccccsceseosssssese| 240] 127 | Texier, Lepomeraye .......seeeeeeeeeeeeees 
Reserve J. | Parat, R......... 60 600csevccessoccceseccce 40 || 128 | Harraneder, Charles........scccesccsccccees 
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60 
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60 
60 


40 
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240 
160 
480 
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160 
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480 
160 
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A list of the names of the persons who entered into contract with the Treasury Department, &c.—Continued. 





Nos. of sections. 








57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


77 


79 


80 


81 


Reserve Q. 


135 


142 


Reserve R. 
145 
146 and 147 
148 
Reserve S. 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
Reserve T. 


Reserve U. 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
18l 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 

Reserve V. 
189 
190 

Reserve W. 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 


196 





197 








Metaye, Jean Pierre.....seeeeeeceeccveseees 
Penard and Ame€dee . ....eeceeeesccceececes 
Martin J. Du Colombier ......eeeeeseeeee eee 
Cammpardon, Bte..cceceecsescececceecesseece 
Ravesies, F..... ccc cccsccccsccccscces 

Bordas, Elie ..... cece veces cececccccscecece 
Debrosse, Charles...... eocccccccccccce voces 
Merle, Etienne ..... oeee see eeccse ecccecsces 
Ladurelle, M. F. Aug .... esses. eeeeees ecce 


Canobio, Francois. 2.2... eeeeceeeeeees ccoee 
Davis, L. A....ccccccccccvcsccces secevesees 
Charles, Firmin Bo... see cess cceeeescoeees 


Montalegri, Hiacinthe.......... covcescccece 
Duval, Jacques S ..ccccccesercccecveccccees 
Bacle, Alexis, fils, ANC. 1... sees eee cece cess 
Lakanal.......cccceeceesccecccececccceecees 
Desportes, Leonte......e.eeseccescceseecess 
C. Desafoe .... eee eee cocccee coccccccee woes 
Tulane, freres ......2+++ See wS insist ewcee sees 
Antoine ....... 
Boitau, Frangois.......+.++ eocccccccccecces 
PUcek ...cccccceccccecccccecscvccescess wees 
Leboutellier, Michel ......++. 
Plantevigne.......ccececccecccceceecs 
Moncravie, Jacques........ occccccsccconccs 
Bringier ......++.ee+ UeSic daditebon es enee saee 
Monot, Charles .... 
Cluis, J. JerOMe .oeceeeecccecccccscccceccess 
Ruffier, Ferdinand,......+ecseesesesescecees 
Garnier, frere......eseeeees 


weeers sess esersseese eereeees 


Simon....... Sica Sewen Seve soensebbevc cule see 
Terrier, R. A......00 wens awisieneeesieeteis oes 
Macre, Jean M.....eceececeeeeeeceees Scienee 
Dumas, Antoine......eceereesecsseccceseees 
Dalmazeau, J.... 0.0. eee Sece cece cccvcces 
St. David.....ccccccccceccccsecceccssscceces 
Foutanges, P. F....seee ees cecceececeececes 
Godon, Victoire, (N).c..sceesesescceeceees 
Blancon and Taverly.....seeees ve 0 seeeee 
Belair, Louis ....... o cccccc cece cose cece cece 
Sagnier, Henri Antoin€.......eeeseeceeseees 
Lallemand, General Charles ......+.e++se+- 
Valcourt, AIMEE ......ceeesecceeceeees 
Clausel, General Bertrand........ coe cccees 
BlaquerOlle.....e.ceceeccccccccesccceseccess 
Sary, Jean M. Alex ...eeceeceeecceece 

Gatly, Antoine....... 
[lari, Benoit .......+.- erry 
Millon, Solidor,......eeeeccevccceceecsccecs 


Ducommun, Joseph......ceeeeeeees 
Genin, Charles Franc ...... coccee reece cees 
Colonel Charassin...... ssecceeceeseceeeece 
Vasques, Jean, ....ccccsccccccccccccecccces 
Roland, Jean Frangois.......seeeseseecesers 
Pichon, Claude Charles .......+ecseeesecees 
Clareton, Joseph Louis. ..cceesssessecseeees 
Grillet, FrangOis .....sccececccccccccccecs 
WOMCK{ DEAN se ccaesctsiess pecssvscscousees 
Martinet, Pierre Louis ....... ec eesececccees 
Vitalba, Jean Baptiste.......cceeeeeeeceeces 
Jogan, Antonin .....cecceccescccsesceceeees 
Cavoroc, Charles ......cccccccceccccccccees 
Brugiere, Charles .... 
Chapon. ...... 
Mahe . cccccccvcccece cece cccccccccccccccese 


© Se eeee reer eseeeses 


Peers eeseee sess esereseseees 


Dubarry, Jol. ....cccececeeececceecceccess 
Salaignac, Louis........... cece cccccccceces 
Lebrusse ...... 00+. 
Descourt, Leonard Alex... 
Onfray, Jean Baptiste........ diccuacess sees 
Pochard, Aug. Frangois........... cccccccece 
Fux, Louis .......... eece cece 
Colonel Raoul........+0++ 
Weel, J. B.cccccccccccccccces eccccccccccece 
Gilbert..... 
Seveligne...cseccceseeeees 


eee cece ereeseses 


ee eeeseseeres 


Se eees eres eres eses 


eee ee ee sereeeeseseesesesesesere 
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198 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
204 


206 
Reserve X. 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 


214 
215 
216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
222 
223 
224 
225 
226 
Reserve Y. 
227 
228 
229 
Reserve Z. 
230 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
Reserve AA. 
251 
252 
253 
254 
255 
256 
257 
258 
259 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 








Mane. ..... Uerdan decmadevenes esevweun axes 





Richard, George ....... cece cccece cocccce eee 
Nardel, Francois......+ ccccee cccce: cvece eee 
Chauvot, Charles ...... sepacass Sefunaeaees seal 


Pladaut, Frangois........++++ eoseces ccccee | 
Bono, Charles ....cccccccscccccccccccccceces 


Tasch .. ..ccQbcccccccccccccccccces ccccccee 
Blandin, Jean .......- pecedaves cle veeedesdss 
AZAM cocc cccccccccccccese cccccecccccccccece 
Devengen ...eecccoce cewees sevens eoces cove 
Victoire, Delaunay JOS. ......ceeeccceesceee 
Castan, Etienne...... eocees oocc cece ceececes 
Lefrangois, freres ......eeeeeeeees occcccece . 
GrONiNg . 2000 ccccessioce eccece coccseccccccee 
Pothier, Simon ......+.eeeeeees cocccccccces 
Shubart, Henry ..ccces cccccsiicccscccceccces 
Fisler ...000 cceccccee eevee ccccesccsecccecs 
BOWS 2.66 cvccvccccereve oe vccccc cece ccccce 


Beylle, Joseph ..cccccccsccccccccs 
Malozewsky, Const. Paul......... Seccccccee 
Teterel, Francois ...0ccee cccccccccccccccccs 
Pagniere..... co ccce rece ccccecee cece cocees 
DUGHOKGsesecesdccvcccuscccccncccnsccees eeee 
George, fils, aine, Edward......seccceeecees 
LeSUCUF . o..ccccccc cece cece cccccccccccccece 
DOr ..ccccccccccece ecccccee coccce eccccccccs 
Maillet, Henry Pre. A. AS......ccceccecveee 
Stallenwereck, freres ...... cree cece cccccccs 
Vallot, Joseph .....cccevee 
Matthieu, Dr. Joseph.........+00+ 
Allain, Joseph . cccccciccccccccccccecceccces 
DROVE ics 0s0cicccdersacdedsacesacesacecwwees 


eee eeees seeeseee 


eeeecesces 


Jeandrau, Jean .... ...0 Cece cccccccecccces 
Carlebaux, Guillaume. ......ceeccesccescens 
Buttaud .occcccercccccccccs cccccccccccccece 
Constantin and Dechoule .......eeeeseeeees 
Col. Taillade .....ccceevers eececcces 
Olivieri, Joseph... ccsccceccees 
Luciani, Pascal......cceccccceseccces 
Mal, Grouchy... ccccccceccccccccccccccscce 
Deschamps, Francois Me, .....+eeeeeeeeeees 
Baumier, Cesar....cccccccccccccccces soccce 
Barbe, Antoine 2.0 cccccoccccccces 
Stribaud, Charles ........ 
Decorme, Charles......cceccccccscees 
Chaudron, Edward.......ssseeecsescecscees 
Gilbal, Antoine ...... 
Martin, Prosper......... 
Desplan, Samuel..... 


Melizet, Frangois ......scccccccceescccecess 
Corso, Frangois.....eeeeees 
Hamel, Victor .......eeee o cccccccccccccccs 
Havard......ses 
Peniere, pere, J. A.cccccccceccccscccceveces 


Fauchon, Hoe ......ecccccccccccccccecceses 
Lecog du Marcelay ...ccccccseccccceccscees 
Godat........ o ecce 
MOrin ...ceeeecees 
Defourni, Cal. Fabius ..... 
Guillot ...... 
Badaraque, Thomas...... esses 
Conte, Marius .....ceescccccceees 
Derfouch, Charles......ccccccccscccecececes 
Pascal, Paul....... ceccccccce ecccccce 
Fouasche, Pierre, ......ccccccccsecccccceces 
Bernard, Henry....cecesseces seeseccccess 
Rapin, Joseph 
Contardi, Lewis ........+.. 
St. Guiron, Jeune.......... eoccccccccccccces 
Demony, Dominique Victor .......e.eeeeees 
Ravesies, Ee....... 
Fournier, Honore.......cccccccccccccccece 


Pee eeeresseses seeeeee 
Pee e reece ees esse seeeese 
seer eeseseeseees 
Peer ence ee reer eesseesseesseees 


Sere eceseeaeeee 


ee eeee creer esac esss seers 


FPArcy .ccccccccccccccccccsscccs cece ccccccces 


Champenois, P. J...... secccccece 
Savary, Joseph ....seccceee eeoce 





Belmere, pere, and fils .....s.eeeeeeeees 


160 


160 
480 
160 
120 
120 
120 
120 
160 
480 
160 
480 
120 

40 
240 
240 
120 

40 


160 
160 
480 


160 
160 
160 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
480 
160 
480 
120 

40 
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160 
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160 
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480 
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240 
160 
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A list of the names of the persons who entered into contract with the Treasury Department, déc.—Continued. 






































3 22 =e 3s | #8 - 

3 23 seg] #88 % 

2 on) Names. Bs 2 | FE Names. > 

Ae Zs [=e] 83 : 

Fig ia) se z 

Zz Z e Zz 4 e 
109 269 | Gen. Lallemand, Hy.........0s.seeeeeseeees 480 | 126 | 00 SION ssc s secnnsicenss ciate sasvvaconavas 
270 | Prompt.........- Seeees ober sean wenwas seaeme 160 | 311 | Bulliard, Etienne. ......sccccccccccccccccce 
110 Be PINE sists dence scascesnsesncions 480 | 127 | 312 | Follin, George .....0ssseseeseeeeeeeeeeneees 
272 | Duriere, Francois ...... ppaneee pipe eawaswese 160 | | BIB | Fauquier .....cceeeccescecccsccccesvecceves 
111 2731) Stab AMADOR ssn cpaksescececwasoweseeecs] | 2A0))| BRB 4 314 | Emery and Duteste ......sseeseeeeeeseeenes 
IS 1 MARC apssckepanbsnnsnnessoeeeneenne Exeaes 240 | | 315 | Vogeslang, Daniel.......seseeeees Siew ineh si 
Biot Mansion: MEMMEED be wsisesess0ss0sese50s0c005 160 | Reserve IL. | Chapotin ......eeeceeecccseececcccceesunes 
} 112 276 | Chaudron, Simon....... os ececccecccecccees 480 || 129 | 316 | Haez..... eccccces ccc ccencccees eccceecccces 
277 | Boilandry, Eugenie ......+..+eeceeeeesecees 120 | Prudhomme .....ccccccccccccsccccccccececs 
i Reserve BB. | Darembert .......cccccescccccccccceccccecs 40 | BEOTE! cccccn es s004000seeeceuceeee osenies 
H 113 278 | Arnaud, Camille .......... SaEhbeeeoeeeookes 240 | 317 | Murrat, Jean Baptiste........00 eseeeeeecees 
| 279 | Deprest, Rene, freres, and Zach...........- 240 | 130 318 | Mestayer, Michel .......cccccccccccecccevces 
280 | Batre, Charles......... seabibee eeesen saieeaw 120 | S19 | Rieger, Gabriel V.... ..cccccccccccccecceses 

| Reserve CC, | Lagay........ 0140000000000 soceseceesccccce 40 || 131 320 | Parmentier, Nicolas Sim.....sscescceceseecees ‘ 
i} 114 281 | Belange, Mal. Denis..... ioskae pebeeesaceses 320 || $21 | Bauzan, Pierre ......0ccsececccesccesecceces 
iil 282 | Chasserian, Bendit.......cccesesesccccecces 320 | 132 BAD | VilleMONt 20.0000 cccccsccccccccescceces cece 
it 115 283 | Real, Pierre Francois .........ee08000+ veseee] 480 || A at hic da Reaneiuee 
f| 284 | Penazi, Louis...... Spbiseesssinere pebeeeses 160 QUCDETE 6 ssesccinsnser cseucanessewsocweesacs 
bs | 116 285 | Bujac, Mathew and Alf’d, freres........ eee 240 || WEITIEE ccndcudsssweseceen oes sbseebsrens eek 
Be 286 | Germond and Riviere ......... pebeeea ees soe 240 || rt MMOL. a scewccccossssoenbawe asters tenosenees 
tH BS7 Uy, WY sisisescvesesecseess0e0 jeeees si 120 | 133 324 | Dufourg, Jean Jaques ........cceececsecnees 
s Reserve DD. | Payen, frere ...... Spebsabeny ree ween sean een 40 | 325 | Dufourg, D. V......seeceececeveeccceseevees 
117 288 | Ducoing, Pre....... SELbaSeEUBRESeboAwarnbee 480 326 | Dufourg, F...... Seishaeisiomiow ess yews e0o Sincs\s/s 
289 | Stephens, Samuel J.......0cccscceccccscces 160 | 327 | Lacloix, Rene Frangois ........eeeeeeeeveee 
118 290 | Fourestier, Elie..... Ty oso Sopeees 480 134 328 | St. Guiron, Pre Pascal, aine .......+..ee0e0s 
291 | Gregoire, Etienne.............00 beeawn oom 160 || BD 1 SOMEONES AS a oc ies oGae cesses eae sisessnesis 
119 292 | Manfredi, Math. Ferd........ .sssseseeeeees| 160 le 1 WU PN Bas sssis visivcncnd sinsacacecene 
293 | Dupont..... Scuba hehe eabrheeanbienae esses 96 | 331 | Decave, Marc Lewis. ......sccsecccccccvecs 
y Reserve TE. | TUrte), 5.ccc.ccscccscccseseccccess beaubaes 384 Reserve JJ. | Rapin....... tere eee eeeesecer cece cee senses 
120 294 | Lefebvre, Gen. Desnouettes .........00- pons 480 135 332 | Barbarroux, Joseph ........ecceecscceceevecs 
: 295 | Desroures ...cccccccesccccccccece secceecese 160 | 333 | Cirode, William .....cececcccceecccsees ee 
121 296 | Jeannet, George ..........00005 ey ery. 480 | 334 | Shoeun, Sebastian ......cescsceccessccevecs 
Pi APNE BCs oacnskeuecsss+essss sb seeaesases 160 | 335 | Gouiran, Joseph Michel......sseeseeesevess 
122 298 | Dumenil...... Sos Sucka bie een. seseeese] 240 | 136 | Reserve KK. | Allouard and Achard......sseeeeeceeeserees 
299 | Ducommun, Joseph......s.sseecceeeeeesees| 120 | BOS | WINJONCs.acscesesecucbesheswcsessssesseanas 
300 | Parat, F. Romain ......cessceceesccsecccece| 120 || 137 G7 AV UANK ois noiecae we scsles gees oleissbe swe nuls louie’ 
| 301 | Burgues, Jn. Bernard.......sscseeeceseeeeee] 120) 396 | Colona, Domand B....0.0csscesccscccee cess 
} Reserve FF. | Cuchet......cccccccccccccccccccece eecccces 40 || 339 | Peraldi, Toussaint ......ceeccccececcceenees 
123 302 | Ve, Demerest.........eseecee peeeeapabe anne 240 |) | 340 | Scasso, Vincent ......cccsccccccccccccccces 
i Os F PONENE, Bann yctaeeensnnebsescbeweneseseses 240 || 138 | 341 | Laroderie, Alphonso ......esccccccccecevecs 
: 304 | Lapeyre, In. Bte.......cccccccccccecccscece 160 \ 342 | Savournin, Joseph .....scceccecccecccesvece 
124 305 | Thouron, pere and filS......ssscecceesescece 480 || 343 | Balbuena, Joseph .....ccecccccccccccccevecs 
306 | Larau, Sully........... ssabenne peheanee onae 120 | 139 344 | Canonge, Pierre Auguste ........eeeeeeenees 
RESET O TG LSOMID Go vswndasacseskcoseswseseeessesscaese 40 | ‘ BAG 1 MMNCIONG osck soe sinin ss aebuweseen an soaeaeewen 
\ 125 Bf AORN, S sons esse neewbekesssns sepebebusbebs 480 | 140 ' INES 1d AW EOMLIND fo pca eh v os ews wnben oe bes sess neseeewer 
308 | Landerin, Frang0is.........seseeeee basemen 120 || ee MONG enceuy ames hanes deena suceeenesicwns 
Reserve HH. | Bonneau .......... seeees eccccccccccecccces 40 || ORT” FORT tl SEG Bean ha -wicsesseeucnisesasssawasaesans’s 

126 309 | Legrix, Bellisle ........s0eesee. Lbesessmaree 20 | 
\} 





0. 


















































to each. 


240 


480 
160 
480 
120 
40 
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Norts.—In addition to the above tracts, four sections, of 640 acres each, were reserved for the use of a town, to be distributed as follows : 
To each grantee having 480 acres a lot of 12 acres, and a city lot, 100 feet front and 200 deep. 
Do. 320 do. 6 do. 100 do. 100 deep. 
Do. 240 do. 6 do. 100 do. 100 deep. 
Do. 160 do. 3 do. 50 do. 100 deep. 
Do. 120 do. 3 do. 50 do. 100 deep. 
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VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANTS. 
COMMUNICATEP TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 17, 1825. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committez on Public lands, to whom was referred the resolution of the 13th of 
December, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of prolonging the time for locating lands 
within the Virginia military district, and for obtaining patents, which resolution was accompanied by 
the petition of sundry persons praying for the same objects, reported: 


That the first act of Congress permitting locations to be made in the Virginia military district passed 
in the year 1790; that in the year 1803 the further time of three years was given for making locations; 
and various acts of Congress have since been passed prolonging the time for making locations until 
January 4, 1825, [and for obtaining patents until January 4, 1827,] making in the whole a period of between 
thirty-four and thirty-five years, during which locations might be made, and the further period of near two 
years, yet to come, in which to return surveys and obtain patents. The claimants to land in that district 
were numerous, and the committee are aware that many casualties would be likely to occur to protract 
the final and complete location of all their claims; but, at the same time, they can hardly conceive a 
case of a claim still unlocated, after so great a lapse of time, where due diligence has been used. The 
committee feel no disposition to withhold from any just claimants, if any such there be, the means of 
making their locations and obtaining patents for their lands; but, after the ample opportunity already 
afforded for locating, no further time ought, in their opinion, to be given, unless the claimants can furnish 
satisfactory reasons for not having availed themselves of some of the many laws heretofore passed, 
extending to them the same indulgence now prayed for. The petition accompanying the resolution does 
not show that those, if any, who may still be entitled, have been in any way prevented from making their 
locations, or have used due diligence to make them. The committee are further of opinion that the existing 
law, prolonging the time for obtaining patents until January 4, 1827, at present requires no further 
extension. The foregoing facts and considerations are conclusive in the mind of the committee. But 
another consideration, having relation to the rights of third persons, other than the Virginia military 
claimants, has also its weight in deciding upon this question. 

Although the committee have been able to obtain no certain information, they nevertheless think 
themselves justified in the suspicion that, if further time was granted for making locations, warrants 
would be laid upon lands now belonging to or heretofore sold by the United States in that tract of country 
lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines under pretence of its being within the Virginia military 
district. Much of the lands situate between these lines have been sold by the United States and valuable 
improvements made by the purchasers. The committee are fully satisfied that such locations, if made, 
would not be valid; yet, in their opinion, bona fide purchasers under the United States ought not to be 
disturbed in their lawful possession by any pretences whatsoever, from which, however fallacious, they 
would probably be subjected to much inquietude and inconvenience. _ Much less ought the government, 
by its legislation, to expose them to the cunning and cupidity of speculation, which never fails to alarm 
its object by exciting fear, even where no real danger is to be apprehended. The committee are therefore 
of opinion it is not, at this time, expedient to prolong the time for making locations and granting patents, 
as proposed by the resolution, and recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, at this time, further to extend the time for making locations and 
obtaining patents in the Virginia military district, as proposed by the aforesaid resolution. 
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EMOLUMENTS OF REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS OF LAND OFFICES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 18, 1825. 


Treasury Department, February 17, 1825. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 31st of January last, I have 
the honor to submit a report and statement from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, showing the 
emoluments of the registers and receivers of the several land offices for a year ending on the 30th of 
September last. By these it appears that not only has the compensation of those officers fallen far short 
of the maximum allowed by law, but that at only one office has it amounted to $2,000, and that, including 
the allowance for attending public sales, it has averaged but about $850. Hence the House will perceive 
that those officers are not sufficiently compensated. I would, therefore, respectfully recommend that the 
commission to which the registers and receivers are now entitled be increased one-half per cent. upon the 
amount of public money received at the several land offices. This would make the commission the same 
as was allowed from the establishment of land offices to the year 1818, when, in consideration of the great 
amount of sales, it was reduced. 

I would also recommend that authority be given to make a reasonable allowance to the receivers for 
the transportation of the public money to the places of deposit, in those cases where the banks in which 
they are directed to make their deposits are at a distance from the land office. This expense is now 
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defrayed by the receivers. The allowance might be regulated by the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
should in no case exceed one-half per cent. upon the amount deposited. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, } 

WM. H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, General Land Office, February 5, 1825. 


Sm: Agreeably to your instructions in the endorsement which accompanied the enclosed resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 31st ultimo, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement 
exhibiting the emoluments of the registers of the several land offices during the year ending September 
30, 1824. The emoluments of the receivers will be precisely the same as that of the registers when they 
shall have accounted for the moneys received by them during the period referred to. P 


With great respect, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. | 





Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Statement exhibiting the emoluments of the registers of the several land offices for the year ending September 
30, 1824. 
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GRANTS OF LAND TO PEOPLE OF NEW MADRID COUNTY, MISSOURI, WHO SUFFERED 
BY EARTHQUAKES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 21, 1825. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Missouri respectfully showeth: That by an act of 
Congress for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who 
suffered by earthquakes, approved February 17, 1815, it is, among other things, provided, that any person 
who owned land in that county, and which had been materialiy injured by earthquakes, was authorized 
to locate the like quantity on any of the public land of that Territory the sale of which was authorized by 
law, with certain exceptions provided in that act, provided that no person should be permitted under said 
act to locate a greater quantity than that confirmed to him, except the owners of lots of ground and tracts 
of land of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres, who were authorized to obtain a quantity not 
exceeding one hundred and sixty acres; nor should any person be entitled to locate more than six hundred 
and forty acres. 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that the recorder of land titles of said Territory had certain 
powers granted to him by said act of Congress, the exercise of which was enjoined upon him as a duty; 
that in pursuance of said powers he did issue certificates as provided for by said act, upon evidence 
existing in his office and that which was adduced before him, for various tracts of land of six hundred and 
forty acres and under, and town lots, or lots of ground and tracts of land of less quantity than one 
hundred and sixty acres; upon which latter class he granted certificates for the quantity of one hundred 
and sixty acres each; but in no case, it is believed, did he grant certificates to any one person for a greater 
quantity than six hundred and forty acres, being in his opinion the maximum quantity any one person 
was entitled to receive under the law. 

Whether the construction of the act of Congress, as given and acted upon by the recorder of land 
titles was correct or not, your memorialists forbear to give an opinion; but so it is, that, by means of the 
confidence placed in his opinion, both as a man and as an officer of the United States government by the 
people of this State, those certificates have been sold and transferred for a valuable consideration from one 
person to another, until they have passed through the hands of many individuals of the most worthy and 
respectable class of our citizens, from the time of their first being issued until they were all located; and 
since that period the lands located in virtue of said certificates have been in like manner transferred, even 
up to the present time, in the full expectation and confidence that, after the certificates were located and 
the land surveyed, patents would be issued therefor as a matter of right, according to the provisions of 
the third section of said act of Congress. 

Your memorialists further beg leave to represent that most of these certificates were granted prior 
to the sale of public lands within this State; that they were purchased with great eagerness (and when 
lands were high) by the new settlers coming to this State at a great price, who have located them on 
lands which they have chosen for permanent places of residence; that they have built houses, made large 
improvements, and opened extensive plantations upon the tracts thus located; and should the patents for 
the land be withheld, and they deprived of their titles, it will be the means of breaking up many families, 
and cause the ruin of many of our most worthy and respectable citizens. It is with regret and surprise 
that your memorialists are informed that the Commissioner of the General Land Office, under an opinion 
of the Attorney General of the United States, refuses to issue patents upon many of these land claims, as 
is required of him to do by the third section of the above recited act. 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray that your honorable body will be pleased to take the case of the 
claimants under consideration, and grant unto them such relief as justice, expediency, and good policy 
may dictate; and, as in duty bound, your memorialists cannot cease to pray, &c. 

Resolved, That the executive of this State be required to forward one copy of the foregoing memorial 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, with a request that he lay the same 
before Congress, and one to each of our senators and representative in Congress. 

H. S. GEYER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
B. H. REEVES, President of the Senate. 


Approved December 22, 1824. 
FREDERICK BATES. 
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CLAIMS TO LANDS IN EAST AND WEST FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 22, 1825. 








Treasury Department, February 21, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a report from the commissioners of land claims in East 
Florida, dated January 1, 1824*. It shows the progress made by that board in performing the duties 
assigned to them by law, and contains other information which may be useful to Congress when legis- 


lating on the subject of the Florida lands. 


* Should be 1825. 
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I have the honor also to transmit copies of two reports from the commissioners of land claims in West 
Florida, dated the 12th November and 20th January last. 
The papers which accompanied these several reports are voluminous. Copies of them are now in 
preparation, and shall be transmitted to Congress as soon as they are completed. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Commisstoners’ Orrice, Pensacola, November 12, 1824. 


Sir: In obedience to the several laws organizing the board of commissioners “ for ascertaining claims 
and titles to land within the district of West Florida,” and regulating their duties, the undersigned have 
deemed it expedient to report, at this time, all claims of every description east of Pensacola, with a number 
of others in this vicinity, about which there is no difficulty or conflicting interest. The reasons for the 
adoption of this course are more fully explained in a letter to the honorable Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, upon their application for an extension of the term. We have the honor herewith to transmit— 


First. A general report upon Spanish claims. 


Second. A general report upon large claims. 
Third. A special report on claims undefined in quantity, and those exceeding three thousand five 


hundred acres, with the opinions of the commissioners, numbered from 1 to 9. 

Fourth. Abstracts from A to H, containing the list of claims confirmed and rejected, with the reasons 
“for their admission and rejection,” together with the reports upon each class, respectively lettered, and 
made in conformity with laws above mentioned. Ali which is respectfully submitted. 


We have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servants, 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 


Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 





GENERAL REPORT UPON SPANISH CLAIMS. 


The general regulations of Morales, dated July 17, 1799, agreeably to which lands were almost 
entirely granted in West Florida, only provide for three descriptions of claims, viz: 1. Gratuities, which 
were conditional grants, or concessions made to “each newly arrived family possessed of the necessary 
qualifications to be admitted among the number of the cultivators of these provinces;” 2. Lanps sor, 
“as demanded, to those who wish to purchase, for the price they shall be taxed;” and 3. Cases or compro- 
MISE, where individuals had occupied lands for more than fen years, and were, it is understood, permitted 
to obtain titles for the same upon their making such claim known within six months from the publication 
of Morales’ regulations at the different posts, and paying a just and moderate retribution into the public 
treasury. As the latter necessarily partakes of the character of either a sale or gratuity, we have proposed 
to make a general report upon these two classes, in order that Congress may the more readily understand 
the whole subject, not only as it relates to the titles we have confirmed, but those also which are submitted 


to them for their consideration. 


I. GRATUITOUS CONCESSIONS. 


5 -? 

These grants were made for pasturage, or upon conditiéyéthat the grantee should clear and cultivate a 
portion of land within three years from the time at which it was dated. The tract could not be alienated 
during the above period, nor afterwards, until all the conditions attached to the grant were fulfilled. 

The first step in obtaining a gratuitous concession was the presentment of a petition to the sub-dele- 
gate or authority vested with the power of disposing of lands. This petition was referred to the surveyor, 
who was required to report whether the tract solicited was vacant and royal domain. The subject was 
next submitted to the fiscal or King’s attorney, whose province it was to state whether or not there were 
any objections to a compliance with the petition. When those reports were found to be favorable, the 
sub-delegate, &c., made the concession, fixed the terms, and passed the decretal order of survey. After 
all which had been fulfilled and executed, it was forwarded to the office of intendancy for confirmation. 
Where any doubts existed as to the land being vacant and royal domain, the order of survey preceded 
the concession. There are, also, some cases where the sub-delegate made grants without a reference to 
the surveyor and fiscal, but it was understood to have been done upon his own responsibility. 

In conformity with the provisions of a decree of royal treasury, dated November 22, 1806, adopted 
in pursuance of an ordinance of his Catholic Majesty of 30th March of same year, making gratuitous con- 
cessions, was reserved to the intendant, and were confined exclusively to the meritorious subjects of Spain. 
It was evidently the object of this decree, so far as we can collect its meaning from the title papers, to 
restrain such grants within narrow limits, and to sell as much land as possible for the purpose of 
replenishing the exhausted coffers of the crown. Strangers and foreigners, until naturalized by long 
residence, &c., were entirely excluded, as may be seen by an examination of Morales’ regulations and the 
oath imposed upon the petitioner. He was required to swear that no stranger was interested in the peti- 
tion, and that he or she would not convey the land to any such persons at a subsequent period; that he or 
she would fulfil the conditions contained in the regulations of Morales of July 17, 1799; and that they had 
received no anterior grant. 

The quantity of land granted to each petitioner was regulated by the number of his beasts to be pastured, 
as well as of his family capable of cultivation; understanding that the concession was never to exceed 800 
arpents in superfices. This is the limit to a single gratuitous grant; but it is not to be inferred from this, 


or from the oath imposed by the decree of November 22, 1806, that an individual could obtain only one 
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concession of this description. An additional concession of 800 arpents may be made to the same person 
if he can prove, as required by 13th Morales, “that he had possessed the first during three years and 
fulfilled all the conditions prescribed.” If more were solicited it was to be purchased. 

Exceptions to the above limit were, however, made in favor of Opelousas and Attakapas, where lands 
were mostly suited to the purposes of pasturage alone. Even in these cases the quantity to be obtained 
in a grant was governed by the same rule and determined by the number of grantee’s “family and flocks.” 
Here it was established as a general rule, that, to obtain half a league in front by the same measure in 
depth, the petitioner must be owner of “one hundred head of cattle, some horses and sheep, and two 
slaves,” and in the same proportion for a larger tract, without the power of exceeding a league square. 
Although the article providing for the disposal of lands in these two sections of Louisiana are not extended 
to West Florida, yet it is clearly apparent that there are many cases here presented which are entirely 
within the reason of it, as in these parishes most of the country contiguous to Pensacola is only fitted to 
the purposes of pasturage and rearing of cattle, &c. Under these circumstances, it is nothing but reason- 
able that an equal latitude should have been allowed as to the number of arpents granted, and such has 
been the practice on several occasions. Whenever the applicant was recommended by a large family and 
numerous stock, the sub-delegates felt themselves authorized to depart from the general rules prescribed in 
1st and 13th Morales, and adopt that which was provided for Opelousas and Attakapas. In consequence 
of the wealth and resources of the new settler, it is understood that the Spanish authorities have some- 
times conceded to the same individual several thousand arpents. 

By requiring that the number of arpents to be granted should be proportioned to the petitioner’s 
“family and flocks,” it is apparent that the object of the Spanish government was to patronize the rearing 
of cattle and the cultivation of the earth. Their policy was to strengthen the country by allowing new 
settlers and increasing their number and resources. A consequence resulting from the adoption of this 
rule, and which the Spanish government seems always to have had in view, was never to dispose of their 
domain in large tracts, so as to enable individuals or the subordinate officers to sell them again upon 
speculation. So much only was to be granted as was necessary for the purposes above mentioned, and no 
more. <A departure from the general rule, and an adoption of that in Opelousas and Attakapas, has not 
been frequent in West Florida; and, in these cases, it has occurred where the land was poor and but a 
small portion fit for cultivation. This power of modifying the regulations of Morales, or extending the 
articles framed for one section of country to another, it is understood, has been exercised by the intendant, 
as also by his sub-delegates, when reasons sufliciently potent existed to prove that the case formed an 
exception to the general rule. By what authority the sub-delegates were empowered to act on such occa- 
sions we are not satisfactorily advised; but such has been the practice, and the grants made have been 
recognized as valid. 


II. SALES. 


It is provided in the regulations of Morales that the vacant lands belonging to the royal domain were 

ordered to be sold by auction by the law 15th, book 4th, of the collection of the laws of the Indies. The 

‘gale was to have been made as the land was demanded, with the intervention of the fiscal or King’s 
attorney for the board of finances, for the price they shall be taxed to those who wish to purchase. 

By the decree of royal treasury, dated November 22, 1806, adopted in pursuance of an ordinance of 
his Catholic Majesty of 30th March of the same year, the public domain was directed to be sold at auction 
for the purpose of replenishing the exhausted coffers of the Spanish treasury. The price taxed was some- 
times ascertained by appraisers with the intervention of the King’s attorney, which proceedings are 
believed to have been within the purview of the above decrce as well as the 24th article of Morales’ regu- 
lations. These grants were also to be reported to the intendant, from whom complete titles were to be 
obtained. We also take occasion to remark, in this place, that grants of land sold and those made 
gratuitously were required to be recorded in the office of finances. 

With regard to the quantity which could be sold to a single individual, the same general rules seem 
to have been adopted as prevailed in gratuities. The policy of Spain was in both cases the same. It was 
the intention of the government to concede lands for pasturage and cultivation, and not as an object of 
speculation, as is expressly announced in the instructions of Gayoso. To prevent this amongst individuals 
as well as the subordinate authorities, and allure settlers to the country, by which it would be populated 
and strengthened, constituted the great aim of the Spanish regulations upon the subject of lands. This 
was the only restriction, it is believed, upon sales; and, consequently, where the grantee owned many 
slaves, a large family capable of cultivation, and a numerous stock to be pastured, several thousand arpents 
were sometimes disposed of to a single purchaser. 

Ramon de Lopez y Angula, who appears to have officiated as secretary of intendancy at New Orleans 
in the year 1800, refused to sell one hundred thousand arpents of crown lands, as solicited in a letter of 
Henry Peroux, commandant at New Madrid, and as set forth in the petition of the inhabitants accom- 
panying it, upon the ground that the purchase was intended as a “speculation hurtful to poor people.” 
“Tt never was,” he says, “ the intention of the King to dispose of the lands in such large quantities, and under 
such circumstances.” It is admitted by Angula that the new regulations (Morales’) provided for the sale 
of lands in the manner referred to in Peroux’s letter, but it was only under the previous formalities there 
specified, and with a reference to the ability and forces of the person desirous of purchasing. The reason given 
for this rule, and the refusal to grant lands in such large quantities, is certainly sound and incontrover- 
tible, and is in accordance with the spirit of the whole system of Spanish jurisprudence upon the subject 
of lands. The reason as stated was, ‘‘ because it would not be just that, for a small consideration, one or 
more speculators should make themselves masters of a great extent of lands to the prejudice of others coming 
to settle, and who, consequently, find themselves driven to purchase those lands which they might other- 
wise have obtained free from expense.” This is a striking illustration of the rule, and may be considered 
as entirely conclusive. 


REMARKS. 


From the above exposition of Spanish claims, it would appear that sales and gratuities are the only 
kinds contemplated by the regulations of Morales. There are, however, a few cases of grants, both to 
lands and lots, made expressly as a remuneration for public services. These are easily distinguished 
from those of every other description. In relation to sales and gratuities, we shall subjoin a few additional 
observations with a view to a more correct understanding of these classes of claims. 
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1, A sate embraces all cases where the land has been disposed of at auction or by appraisement, and 
none others. Where the petitioner states that he has sustained losses, been in the public service, and that the 
government is in arrears to him, to constitute the grant a sale it appears to us that it ought to be shown 
by the evidence of title that an account had been authenticated, preferred against the government, and 
acknowledged to be just; that the land had been conceded by valuation or otherwise, as an indemnity or 
liquidation of the debt, and that the claim of the party had been thereby entirely extinguished. It is not 
only necessary that this should be set forth, but it should be apparent that the losses, public services, or 
arrears due, constituted the consideration and not the inducement to make the grant. In some cases where 
public services have been rendered, it seems to have been the practice to extend the grant under the fiction 
of a sale, so as to include a larger number of arpents, but the usual conditions of a gratuity are exacted 
from the claimant. 

In most cases where there are petitions and grants in which public services are stated and acknowl- 
edged to have been rendered, losses sustained, and arrears due from the government; yet they appear to 
have been sect forth for the purpose of bringing them within the decree of November 22, 1806, as they 
almost invariably refer to the conditions contained in the ordinance of Morales, dated July 17, 1799, and 
are subjected to all the formalities and restrictions of gratuitous concessions. 

2. A eratuiry includes all grants made upon conditions of pasturage, and clearing, and cultivation. When 
there is neither a sale at auction nor a price taxed and fixed by appraisers, there is every reason for believing 
it a claim of this description. If a reference is expressly made to the conditions contained in the ordi- 
nance or regulations of Morales, of July 17, 1799, its character as a gratuity is established beyond the 
reach of question. Either or both these features identify the claim as belonging to this class. Possessing 
either of these characteristics, if losses, public services, and arrears due from the government are recited 
in the petition or grant, it is done as already observed, barely to prove that the petitioner is a meritorious 
subject and entitled to the land as contemplated by the decree of November 22, 1806. The public services, 
&c., are mentioned as the inducement and not as the consideration of the grant or concession. 


All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAM’L R. OVERTON. 


JOS. M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





GENERAL REPORT UPON LARGE GRANTS. 


We have already shown that it was never the intention of the King of Spain to dispose of his royal 
domain in large quantities, agreeably to the rules prescribed to his subordinate agents in his transmarine 
provinces. The object was to populate and improve the country, so as to enable it to defend and protect 
itself in case of invasion; and the rule observed in relation to the quantity granted, both in sales and 
gratuities, was the number of the grantee’s beasts to be pastured, and of his slaves and family capable of culti- 
vating the land. This, as we have formerly remarked, was intended to prevent speculation amongst 
individuals and the subordinate authorities. There are grants for public services, military and civil, such 
as exploring and discovery of mines. Although gratuities have sometimes been extended under the jiction 
of a sale, yet Intendant Morales, in the case of Santiago Coleman, declares that all grants of this descrip- 
tion appertain to his Catholic Majesty. Both the intendant and sub-delegates have, in some cases, made 
grants of this description, but they were probably subject to the confirmation of the King, &c. 

But there appears to have been another species of gratuitous grant, differing in some particulars from 
those we have already considered. They consisted of concessions of many thousand acres, and were 
made to individuals upon the condition that a large number of families were to be settled thereon within 
a given period, for the purpose of promoting the population and cultivation of the country. Such were 
the claims of Baron Bastrop and Maison Rouge, in Louisiana, and probably Arredondo’s, in East Florida. 
None have been presented to this board, and they do not appear to come within the purview of any of 
Morales’ regulations. They seem to have been in the nature of gpecial contracts which were made with the 
intendant, and in which it was absolutely necessary that the assent of the King himself should be obtained 
to give them validity. In the case of Baron Bastrop, the execution of the contract was suspended until 
the decision of his Catholic Majesty could be obtained; and that made with Maison Rouge was laid before 
the King by Mr. Gardoqui, who procured his approval of all its parts with an order for its completion. 
There are other large claims the grants of which are made immediately by the King, such as those of the 
Duke of Alegon, De Vargas, and Count Punon Rostro. 

The extent of the powers of the intendant general, and governors, and commandants of posts, the last 
of whom were denominated sub-delegates, are not perfectly understood. The ordinance of Ferdinand the 
Sixth, dated in 1754, forms the basis of all regulations upon the subject of lands, but we have been unable 
to procure it. We regret the scarcity of our materials, arising from the fact that there are very few who 
will frankly aid one’s inquiries into the municipal and political jurisprudence of Spain, and that the 
records have been removed from the country in violation of the solemn stipulation of the treaty. That 
their powers were limited is proved by the reference made to the King in the cases of Bastrop, Maison 
Rouge, and many others. In consequence of our being at a loss for a guide in determining the exact 
limitation of power by which large grants were made, where they are not embraced by the instructions 
of Gayoso or the regulations of Morales, such claims should be ratified with great caution. 

It is in grants of the greatest magnitude, and whose titles are made out with unusual exactness, that 
apprehensions of fraud are to be most seriously entertained. The poor and limited claimant is very 
rarely found guilty of this crime. 

The amount in controversy is not a sufficient inducement, and the conditions which he is required to 
perform, and which must be established by proof, is in most cases an effectual preventive of imposition. 
We would, therefore, respectfully suggest that large claimants should be required to produce the law or 
ordinance which authorized such a grant to be made. They are bound to make out a legal or equitable 
title, and such a one as would have been recognized as valid by the Spanish government. Where the 


power for making the grant is not to be found in the instructions of Gayoso or the regulations of Morales, 
and the claimant is unable to produce it, it is believed then to become a matter of discretion with Congress 
whether they will reject such claims, or to what extent they shall be confirmed. Even in cases where the 
grant purports to be a complete one, and to have received the ratification of the intendant, the law or 


ordinance authorizing it to be made ought to be produced. 
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Under the Spanish government the intendant himself could not have made a grant contrary to law 
which would have been regarded; for it is a principle of the civil law that all “ patents, orders, &c., con- 
trary to right and law, shall not be executed, and the judges are directed to disregard them.” Had the 
intendant issued such a grant, it would have been acting without the pale of his powers, and the error 
would have been corrected. He was denominated “a sub-delegate of the King;” had, no doubt, special and 
limited powers conferred on him when acting in that subordinate capacity, and was responsible to him 
for the fidelity of his official conduct. This principle of reponsibility in subordinate tribunals is observed 
and enforced in all governments. 

At the expiration of his term of service it is understood that the intendant was bound to give what 
was called a residentia, or an account of his administration. This was received by a law officer appointed 
by the crown, and was finally determined by the council of the Indies. On these occasions all abuses of 
authority were corrected and grievances redressed. If the intendant, governor, &c., had disregarded the 
laws and ordinances, the appropriate remedy, it is believed, was administered. 

The agents of Spain being under the control of the law, with limited and restricted powers, any act 
done by them in violation of laws and ordinances must, upon every principle of reasoning, be void for 
want of power and jurisdiction. If the local authorities have mistaken the laws and ordinances, or, 
regardless of responsibility, in consequence of their great distance from the parent State, have transcended 
their powers, such acts are null and void, and they could not be legally executed, for the same reason that 
a sheriff could not be justified for carrying into effect an illegal mandate. ‘This position is sustained upon 
the ground that there is a want of authority on the part of those agents, and demonstrates that such acts 
are void as to Spain, no matter with what good faith they may have been executed. The United States 
have now a right to say upon this subject whatever Spain could have said, not what she would say by 
possibility. They are entitled to all the rights which could have been exercised by the King of Spain. 
Unless the grant has been made or ratified by the intendant, if the claimant cannot show the law under 
which it was made, and it is evidently contrary to the laws and ordinances to which we have access, it is 
a fair inference that the grantor exceeded his authority, and that it was such a case as would not have 
been approved by the higher and superintending tribunals. As the United States have only stipulated to 
ratify all grants of a particular date, made by “his Catholic Majesty or his lawful authorities” in the 
Floridas, Congress, it is conceived, can reject those which are not of that character, as would have been 
done, no doubt, by the government of Spain. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





No. 1. 
4 

A report of a claim of John Forbes & Co., in their own right, and as surviving partners and successors 

of Panton, Leslie & Co., to a tract of land east of Apalachicola river, in the district of West Florida; 

filed by Octavius Mitchell, in behalf of the present proprietors, commonly called “Forbes & Co.’s 

purchase,” by title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence reported 

in conformity to the provision of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for 

ascertaining claims and titles to land within the territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commis- 

sioners, to wit: 


A copy of a letter dated New Orleans, February 21, 1799, from Governor Gayoso de Lemos to John 
Forbes, (of the house of Panton, Leslie & Co.,) sympathizing with them on account of the large sums of 
money due the house from theTalapuche Indians, and the little hope there remains of recovering the same, 
unless by extraordinary means, the most probable of which would be the purchase of certain lands from 
said Indians within the limits of the United States; desires Mr. F. to gather on this important subject some 
information about the ultimate views of that government; from his residence of ten years in Louisiana, 
and his knowledge of public transactions, is witness to the honorable conduct of said house, and the 
repeated sacrifices they have made and are ever ready to make to the interests of his Catholic Majesty; 
that his predecessors had in consequence obtained for it several valuable mercantile privileges, which would 
have been of much advantage to the house, but that the vicissitudes of the times called for new indul- 
gences from his Majesty; that matters being in this state, and confident that that house would never engage 
in anything prejudicial to the interest of his royal master, he would not oppose any purchase the said 
house might make in the Talapuche nation north of the boundary line between his Catholic Majesty and the 
United States, thinking it the only way to be repaid for their outstanding debis, which would otherwise be lost 
in the nation, and would augment their difficulties; and that the said house had no other views than to sell 
the lands so purchased in the usual way for the purpose of being so repaid. Also, a copy of a certificate 
of the foregoing original letter, by Andres Fernandez, public interpreter, dated Pensacola, November 20, 
1806. Also, a copy of a letter from the Marquis of Caso Calvo, dated New Orleans, February 4, 1801, to 
Mr. John Forbes, acknowledging the reception of his of 19th January, which mentions that the Seminole 
Indians had offered the house lands upon the river Apalachicola, as those they had formerly offered were 
not judged acceptable. The letter concludes thus: “1 do not know to what to attribute the failure of the 
order of the intendancy for the payment of the $17,000, relative to which I have transmitted an official 
letter, showing the irreparable injury which must accrue, as well to the royal treasury as to your house, 
if this affair be not settled with due brevity.” Also, a copy of a petition from James Innerarity, agent of 
the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., begging that, in consequence of offers made by several chiefs of the 
- Seminole Indians, at a meeting held by them on the 4th of June last, to John Forbes, principal partner 
and director of the house, to cede to it a portion of lands occuged by said Indians in the district of 
Apalachy and Apalachicola, in payment of the debts contracted and robberies committed by them in the 
store of said house, established in the neighborhood of St. Mark’s, he intends to send an agent to said 
tribe to endeavor to procure a cession of a portion of said lands equivalent to the said losses. The 
petitioner shows the benefit that would result from the said cession, not only to the said house, but also to 
the province in general, by having the said lands occupied by industrious people who will be interested in 
cultivating them, and in a great measure superseding the necessity of having recourse to the United States, as at 
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present happens, for the supply of his Catholic Majesty’s troops, and even of the inhabitants of Pensacola and 

Mobile—almost all the good lands belonging to the Indians, The petitioner, therefore, requests permission 

to establish a talk on this business with the Indians, and, upon a cession being made, that the same may 

be confirmed and secured to the said house, for it to dispose of them to its advantage; dated Pensacola, 

January 5, 1804. Also, a copy of Governor Folch’s permission, granted on condition that the lands so ceded 

be not disposed of without the knowledge and consent of the government; Pensacola, January 7, 1804. Also, 

a copy of a certificate of Governor Folch, stating that the chiefs of the Seminole nation who had signed 

the above appeared before him on the 20th of June last, and they having taken him by the hand in sign 

of friendship; among other things, said, that one of their motives for their journeying hither was to declare 

to him that they had ceded to the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., in consequence of the great debts they 

had contracted in that house’s store, lately opened in Apalachy, and the robberies they had committed 

therein, a tract of land, the limits of which are designated in the preceding act of cession and sale; 

that they had done so with the entire knowledge of the nation, in whose name they signed it. This 

certificate, signed and sealed by Folch June 24, 1804, and countersigned by his secretary, Francisco 

Morejou. Also, a copy of a certificate of Governor Folch, stating that in a full assembly of the principal 

chiefs of the Tallapoosa and Seminole Indian nations, held in this place on the 8d of December instant, 

King Mauso, or Hopoithle Micco, being chief orator, he declared that, with the general consent of their 
nations, they had confirmed the cession of land made in May last to Panton, Leslie & Co.; that they had 

done so in payment of the debts and robberies aforementioned, and had put Mr. James Innerarity in 
possession of the land, as agent of the said house, to which they had ceded forever all right they formerly 
held in said lands, agreeably to the tenor of the preceding act, which they had signed at Achackweithle 
August 22, 1804. This certificate, signed and sealed by Folch December 5, 1804, and countersigned by his 
secretary, Francisco Morejou; also, a copy of the act of cession referred to above. The preamble states 
the heavy debts they (the subscribing chiefs of the Seminole nation met in junta) owe to the house of 
Panton, Leslie & Co. for goods supplied them and their people from the store in Apalachy, and the robberies 
and depredations they committed on two occasions on the store of said house in Apalachy, headed by William 
Augustus Bowles—the first robbery committed in January, 1792, and the second in May, 1800; and they 
having no means whatever of paying said losses, except by ceding to said house a portion of the lands 
they occupy, they have determined to give, sell, and cede to said house of Panton, Leslie & Co., by way 
of compensation, &c., a district of land of which they are at present owners and proprietors, and contained 
within the following limits: leaving the Apalachicola river five miles above Estefamulgee, the line 
runs through the hammock of said river and the adjacent pine barren, in a direction E. and E.SE. more 
than three miles, till it meets with the principal path from Estefamulgee to the nation; then follow said 
path N. and N.NE. eleven miles and a half or twelve miles to the spot where the path from Micasuky to 
Estafamulgee separates from the other; thence the line runs along the same path of Micasuky E. three 
miles and a half to a ravine; thence along the same path E. and NE. by E. two miles and a half to another 
ravine; thence still along the same path NE. and E. above a mile, till the junction with the path of Ocheesee, 
alias that of John Mealby, to Apalachy; thence running the same in a direction SE. about three-quarters of 
a mile to the river Tologie; thence still along the same E. four miles and three-quarters, till the spot where 
the path of John Mealby to Apalachy separates; thence the line follows the path of Micasuky (which might 
more properly be called the path of Ocheesee to Anacheeler) E. by N. one mile and a quarter to the extremity 
of a hammock; thence along the same path NE. and E.NE. one mile and a half to four pine trees marked 
with crosses; here leaving the path the line runs through the hammock, and crosses two ravines NE. by 
FE. one mile and thirty-six chains, till it meets with a path from Anacheela to the south; crossing said path 
for fifty-eight chains, it follows the same direction through the hammock, and crosses another ravine till it 
meets with another path leading from Anacheela to Micasuky, at a distance of one measured mile from 
Anacheela; thence following said path, whose directions vary between SE. and NE., three miles, till a spot 
where a path separates leading to the south; leaving this last path, and still following the former along 
which we came, the line runs through it in a direction E. and E.NE. a mile and a half to a ravine; thence 
running in the same path NE. by N. one mile, till its junction with Thompson’s path, which comes from the 
NW.; thence following the same path, here called Thompson’s path, SE. by S. one mile and a quarter, till 
Little river; thence following the same path NE. by E., E.NE.,.and E. one mile, till the spot where the path 
of Micasuky separates; thence it follows always the same path of Thompson’s SE. by E. one-third of a mile 
to a ravine; thence always in the same path in various directions between SE. and NE. two miles and a 
half to another ravine; crossing which, it goes in a direction S. still along the same path one mile and a 
half to the river Ocklockney; thence along the same path in various directions between S. and E. eighteen 
miles to the extremity of the hammock on the river Wakhulla, where two pine trees are marked with 
crosses at one mile distance from the house of John Keimaire; thence crossing the hammock and a ravine, 
it runs §. by E. sixty-four chains; thence S.SE. to a pine marked with a cross, sixteen chains; thence E.SE. 
sixty-four chains, and thence E.NE. ninety-six chains, to the road which leads from the house of Keimaire 
to Fort St. Mark’s; thence it runs crossing the road forty-six chains N.NE. to the river Wakhulla, the 
channel of which forms the boundary as far as the sea to the east in the same manner as the great channel 
of the river Apalachicola, from its mouth to five miles above Estefamulgee, forms, with a part of the 
above line, the limits to the west, and the high seas beyond all the islands on the coast, from the limits to 
the south throughout all its course by land, except a spot-one-third of a mile adjacent to the hammock of 
the river Apalachicola, which, being a thick swamp and full of water and mud, was impenetrable; the 
line is very visible, the trees being all marked. “And by these presents we cede, concede, give, sell, and 
transfer to the said house of Panton, Leslie & Co., their heirs, executors, assigns, and administrators, in 
our name and in that of all our people, the aforesaid district of land contained within the limits afore- 
described, to be by them, their heirs, executors, assigns, and administrators, held and possessed in full right 
and entire property; and we, the undersigned chiefs, in our name, and in that of our heirs and descendants, 
in our name, and in that of our people of the before-mentioned Seminole nation, renounce and abandon all 
and every right which we have till now held or possessed in the said district of lands to the said Panton, 
Leslie & Co., their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns; and we will maintain and defend the said 
Panton, Leslie & Co., their heirs, &c., in the ful land complete dominion and possession of the aforesaid dis- 
trict of land, contained within the aforedescribed limits at this time by us ceded, given, bestowed, sold, and 
transferred, against all and whatsoever person or persons from henceforth and forever. In witness whereof, 
we hereby sign this instrument in the town of Cheeskatalofa, May 25, 1804.—(Here follows the marks of 
twenty-two chiefs, and the signature of William Hambly, “interpreter.”) Also, a copy of the act of confir- 
mation. It states, that whereas the chiefs and principal men of the Seminole Indians met at Cheeskatalofa, 
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May 25, 1804, and agreed unanimously to cede to the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., in compensation for 
sundry robberies, (as aforementioned,) a tract of land, bounded, &c., &c.; and whereas an instrument of 
concession, sale, and cession of the same was, on the 25th of May aforesaid, signed by the following chiefs 
of the said nation.—( Here follows the names of twenty-two chiefs who signed.) And whereas, on the 20th 
of June following, the same was ratified and declared by the said chiefs before Don Vincente Folch, governur, 
&c., to be their unanimous and spontaneous act, in virtue of which they, in their own name and that of the 
Seminole nation, whom they represented, and their descendants, renounced entirely in favor of Panton, 
Leslie & Co., on account of the aforementioned motives, all their right and pretensions to the said land, &c. 
And whereas Mr. James Innerarity, one of the partners of said house, has come, in virtue of said cession, 
personally to this place in the name of and representing said house, to take possession of said lands; and 
in order to do so with more notoriety and solemnity, and that said concession may be more amply confirmed 
and finally relieved from all altercation and dispute, he has convoked a meeting of the chiefs of the Lower 
Creeks and Seminole nations to meet him at this place for the aforementioned object. Be it therefore 
known, to all to whom it may or doth concern, that we, the undersigned chiefs and principal men of the 
Lower Creek and Seminole nations, having in consequence met in fall assembly at this place, have unani- 
mously agreed, and by this instrument of writing solemnly confirm in every sense and manner, and in all 
its parts, the aforesaid donation and cession of the said lands, &c.; and that the same may remain and be 
maintained valid to Panton, Leslie & Co. from henceforth and forever, we have this day solemnly ceded 
and granted possession of them to their partner, Mr. James Innerarity, deputed to that effect; and we 
bind and oblige ourselves and our descendants to maintain and defend him and them in full and pacific 
possession of the said lands against all persons whatsoever, from henceforth and forever. In witness 
whereof, we set our marks. Done at Achackweithle, on the river Apalachicola, this 22d day of August, 
1804, in presence of William Hambly and Thomas Miller, interpreters.—(Here follows the marks of thirty- 
three chiefs.) Also, a copy of a statement of losses sustained by the robberies of the Indians in Apalachy, 
January 16, 1792, viz: 


Amount of inventory of goods existing in Apalachy November 1, 1791, in- 
cluding one-quarter per cent. on the goodS..........0...ceceeceeces £5,550 16 9 
Amount of invoice of November 1, 1791, with four per cent. to cover charges. 1,239 15 3 























£6,790 12 0 
Sold from the store from November 1, 1791, to January 16, 1792, by account 
taken from the books by R. Leslie, with four per cent., in order to agree 
With the miventory and INVOICE. . 2... 2.665 ccc cece ners sceccceccccs 564 11 8} 
Preserved since the robbers were expelled, according to inventory taken the 
16th of March by R. Leslie, with four per cent...............00-00- 623 1 104 
1,187 13 7 
In the inventory of November, 1791, were included the cattle, horses, 
hogs, poultry, negroes, &c., of which were preserved— 
60 head of cattle, at 64s...... LUGS Rians Geta INR eNesRea ER Reed £192 0 0 
De NE ceaiehWek sass dsasseewes errr er ae eee er eee ee 20 0 0 
ee hd sho MADE SR A KES EROENSAD CO OS KOREN SOO 1 2 6 
Sr I oss hai caNeecaceesenewseneus MPA eee cmes 81 0 0 
FiO NeeG, DECOM FO TNVORGONY 2065.5 nk ccc ceeeese cc csscsceccece 857 0 0 
15 old trunks and a press filled with peltry, according to invoice.......... 42 10 0 
Perogue, boat chalan, &c., per invoice.............6- Liter ewe seus 29 1 0 
“cpus cep Sills cong REE LEEELET RETOOL CETTE CTO CT CETTE REET TET 1,486 12 0 
eg ee ee ee 5 0 0 
Plate and silks charged to Perryman’s wife, with four per cent............ 7414 1 
H. Smith charged to Barnet this sum, recovered according to day-book .... 135 14 8 
Omiasions, BG... 060s ssccccses hoe eee hReweR was re er er eer ree rrr ‘ 43 2 
£4,116 11 0 
Loss in pounds sterling ........ we Cee er ee Tee ee Ee eee rere rere rT 2,674 1 0 
By amount of actual loss by the preceding statement ......... ckvee pe eka ene iaxdeman £2,674 1 0 
100 bushels of corn omitted, bought between the Ist of November and the 16th of January. 30 0 0 
Expenses incurred at the fort for provisions for Indians and others assisting us, and our 
CI 6 6h 4 9 60s 8 600459% eee eee Te TT eT CTT ETT ST TOT ET TELL TE CTO ee 100 0 0 
2,804 1 0 








We certify that the preceding account is a true statement of the loss sustained by Panton, Leslie & 


Company from the robber Bowles and his followers. Apalachy, June 24, 1792. 
ROBERT LESLIE. 


EDWARD FOSTER. 
JOHN INNERARITY. 


Pensacola, West Florida, June 2, 1799. Before me, Don Vincente Folch y Juan, governor, &c., 
appeared William Panton, partner of the house of Panton, Leslie & Company, who, having been duly 
sworn, declared that the preceding is a true and just statement of the loss sustained by him and his 
partners, (at that time,) John Leslie and Thomas Forbes, by a party of freebooting Indians, at whose 
head was the notorious William Augustus Bowles, and a number of the chiefs of the villages of Cowetas, 
Broken Arrow, Hitchetas, Ufales, Chichas, and inhabitants of the point named Ousutches; which robbery 
was committed on or about January 16, 1792. And the deponent further declared— 
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April 27, 1792. For 14 head of cattle more than was included in the statement seen and counted 


this day by R. Leslie, 648. per Cent...........cceecescccccccccccceccces Coneeed wow Ve ee £44 16 
NE ne ee er eee eee Tee ee ree eee 54 00 
Por 19 bond of cattle avon at Micasalky, G66. ...6 oc on sce scccccicccsncccscseeseccesectesins 12 16 
For 2 head of cattle seen at Burgess’ house, of which we have received one...............4. 6 08 
For a mare and a saddle recovered of H. Smith. ..........206 ceccccccscccscescccsccsscees 5 00 

123 00 
Loss actually sustained this day in pounds sterling...,......... cece eee e cece eee r eee eeeeee 2,681 01 
‘ 2,804 01 


—_ 
SS. 


That the foregoing statement was made by the clerks residing on the spot at the time the robbery 
was committed, and that it was certified by them on June 24, 1792, as above. And he further declares 
that the said sum of £2,681 01s. was really lost by him and his said partners on account of the said 


robberies, and that no part thereof has since then been recovered. 
WILLIAM PANTON. 
VINCENTE FOLCH. 
Witnesses: Martas CERVERA. 
Feuirre Prieto. 


Also, a copy of a statement of the loss sustained by the robbery committed on the store in Apalachy 
in May, 1800, by the Indians under the conduct of Bowles: 


Value of goods, houses, negroes, cattle, &c., existing in our possession at the 

time of the robbery, including the brig Sheerwater, which transported 

ee CTE TT ET OCT TT OTE TET TOUTE CTT CE Cee epee rrr $16,549 063 
Expenses in repairing the Sheerwater for the damage done to her while in 

RUNG OF TOU WUN- BEE ONE TOMMIRG. 55 5 5 oon sn eon sec deedinwsccectasss $672 O07 
Detention of said brig from May 18 until November 11, 1800, during which 

time it was either in Bowles’ possession or detained at Pensacola for 

repairing its damages, five months and twenty-four days, at $500 per 

EE CEN ROW Shi 0599 4006 0065S KO SUNE 06 AGSE TENE Ae a OHO 2,900 00 


A mulatto and a negro boy belonging to said brig, carried off by Bowles.... 800 00 
———_.__ 44,372 07 


20,922 053 
To deduct the value of goods and negroes recovered at the retaking of Fort 
es eee ere [RERRERRERESEKARAE GRENADE OSERS CORE THEN REE TS LEO ES HEwD 4,868 023 


——- 


EE ee oe ne ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ere Tere . 16,054 03 


—— 








Pensacola, West Florida, August 25, 1802. Befure me, Don Vincente Folch y Juan, governor, &c., 
and two assisting witnesses, appeared John Forbes, a partner of the house of Panton Leslie & Co., and 
James Innerarity, a clerk in the same house, who, having been duly sworn, declared that the foregoing is 
a true and just statement of the loss sustained by the house of Panton, Leslie & Co. in a robbery com- 
mitted on their stores in the months of April and May, 1800, by a party of freebooting Indians, at whose 
head was the notorious William Augustus Bowles, and a number of the chiefs of the Oakfuskies, Otassies, 
Cowetas, Casitas, Chickas, Talassess, Eanckeeches, and Micasukies, and that no part of said loss has 


been since recovered. R 
JOHN FORBES. 
JAMES INNERARITY. 
Witnesses: Francisco Moresov. VINCENTE FOLCH. 
Estevan Foucu. 


Translation of the above documents by Andres Fernandez, public interpreter. Also, a copy of a 
detailed statement of sums due by various Indian dealers and factors of the Seminoles to the house of 
Panton, Leslie & Company, in Apalachy, until the end of the year 1800, exclusive of interest, which sums 
never were paid: $19,157 01. 

Errors and omissions excepted. 

PANTON, LESLIE & GO. 


Also, a copy of a detailed statement of the expenses incurred by the house of Panton, Leslie & Co. 
during and on account of the proceedings held with the Indians (Seminoles) in Pensacola, as well as in 
Apalachicola, for the cession and sale of a tract of land in payment of the robberies committed on their 
store by said Indians, and other matters therein contained, amount to $2,136 043. 


Errors and omissions excepted. 
PANTON, LESLIE & CO. 


Also, a copy of a recapitulation of the loss experienced by the house of Panton, Leslie & Company, (as 
above detailed: ) 


Amount of the robbery committed on the store in Apalachy, January 16, 

1792, as appeared by the statement on oath of Wm. Panton, before Don 

Vincente Folch, June 2, 1799, £2,681 Ols., at 4s. 6d. per dollar......... were rer er . $11,915 064 
Interest on said amount, at six per cent. yearly, from January 16, 1792, to 

August 22, 1804, at which date the chiefs agreed to sell and concede the 

lands to the house, twelve years seven months and six days......... Msehwseaewee 9,000 023 


* Carried forward............ 20,924 O02 
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Brought forward............ $20,924 0032 
Amount of the robbery on the store in Apalachy, in May, 1800, as appears by 
the statement made on oath by John Forbes and James Innerarity before 


Don Vincente Folch and two assistant witnesses, August 25, 1802.................. 16,054 03 
Interest on this sum, at six per cent. per annum, from May 31, 1800, until 
nie Sukh hones 4 GAC SW WE ODER SGC SREAEASSSER SKA bok eee e noes 4,072 034 


Amount of debts due by different Indian dealers to the store, to the end of the 

year 1800, as appears by the statement taken from the books of said 

stores by James Innerarity, resident clerk at that time in Apalachy..... $19,157 01 
Interest on this sum, at six per cent. per annum, from December 31, 1800, 

until the said August 22, 1804, three years seven months and twenty- 





nr Ee re eT ere ree eee ae re ee ee 4,189 00 
—————-_ 23,346 01 
Expenses incurred on account of the different congresses held by the Semi- 
noles, relative to the cession and sale of said land, &c............ 2 cece cee eee ees 2,136 042 
66,533 05 
Errors and omissions excepted. en 


PANTON, LESLIE & CO. 


Also, a copy of the act of ascertaining the boundary line, which states that, whereas at a meeting of 
the chiefs and warriors of the Seminole nations, held at Chickatalofa, May 25, 1804, it was unanimously 
agreed by the same to cede a certain portion of land belonging to said nation to the house of Panton, 
Leslie & Co., in compensation for the losses, &c., the limits of which land are described in the instrument 
of writing signed and delivered by the kings and chiefs assembled in junto at Achackweithle, on the 
river Apalachicola, August 22, 1804, to the said house of Panton, Leslie & Co.; the said cession of land 
was resolved, decreed, and confirmed, and possession given of them, in the name of the said nations, to 
James Innerarity, partner of said house, with a few variations and restrictions in the limits to the north 
and east only added, and which are detailed according to the best information about said lands which 
was at that time to be had in the instrument of writing which on that occasion they signed and delivered 
to James Innerarity. 

And whereas, in a full junto of said nations, held at Pensacola December 3, 1804, the said cession 
was before the governor, Don Vincente Folch, solemnly confirmed by a large concourse of kings, chiefs, 
and warriors then present; and whereas it was then resolved to send a certain number of chiefs to accom- 
pany Mr. James Innerarity, when they should think proper, for the better ascertaining and marking the 
boundary line of said cession, so as to be seen and distinguished by all: be it therefore known, that we, 
the undersigned, king's, chiefs, and warriors named by the aforesaid nations, and our own towns, have, at 
the citation of Mr. James Innerarity, accompanied him along said line, which we have distinctly ascer- 
tained, according to the order of said junto of Achackweithle and Pensacola, and have marked the same 
in such a visible manner that it may be easily seen by all, and is as follows: (See limits copied in first 
and second sheet.) And this line, so marked and thus described, we declare, in the name of our nations, 
to be the true boundary line of the land ceded in the aforementioned junto to the house of Panton, 
Leslie & Co., and consequently the limits between our nations and the white people in these parts. As 
such, we order that it may be by all our people held and respected henceforth and forever. Given at 
St. Mark’s, Apalachy, in the presence of the commandant of said post, Don Ignacio Balderas, and the 
subscribing witnesses, August 2, 1806. (Marks of eleven chiefs.) Certified by Don Ignacio Balderas. 
Interpreters: Thomas Miller, Juan Antonio Sandobal. Witnesses: Felippe Prieto, Diego de Barrios, 
Lorenzo Vitrian. We, the undersigned, declare that, although we were not present at the running of 
this boundary, we acknowledge and agree to its exactness and accuracy, and therefore sign the present 
before the commandant of this fort and three assistant witnesses. (Four marks of chiefs.) Certified by 
Ignacio Balderas; witness, Diego de Barrios. 

Also, a copy of a petition of John Forbes to Governor Folch, dated November 28, 1806, stating that, 
in consequence of all the formalities of the cession, and ascertaining the boundaries of the land having 
been gone through, if his excellency finds the documents conformable to law, he begs that he will inter- 
pose his authority in due form, in order to ratify the said cession, and, making use of the authority which 
the King has conferred on him, put the petitioner in possession of said land in his royal name, on the 
conditions expressed in the decree of January 7, 1804, depositing the original documents in the archives 
of the general government of this province, and giving him a summary extract of the pieces composing 
the same, to serve him at all times as a title in form. Also, a decree of Governor Folch, dated at Mobile, 
November 28, 1806, granting the prayer of the petitioner; all which foregoing documents are certified by 
Don Francisco Maximiliano de San Maxent, political and military governor, ad interim, of West Florida, 
to be true copies of the original proceedings, followed up by Don James Innerarity and John Forbes, 
agents of the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., in order to obtain the confirmation of the cession of 
lands made to them by the Creek and Seminole nations of Indians in compensation for debts they had 
contracted with said house. In witness whereof, the present is signed by me, sealed with my arms, and 
countersigned (and countersigned) by the secretary of this government, at Pensacola, December 20, 1811. 
Francisco Maximo de San Maxent, Pablo de Larin. Also, an original confirmation, or title in form, given 
by Governor Folch, countersigned by the secretary of the government, and dated December 3, 1806, at 
Mobile, which reads in the words following, to wit: ‘““Whereas Mr. James Innerarity, agent of the house 
of Panton, Leslie & Co., established in the province, with royal approbation, for the purpose of trading with the 
Indians since the year 1785, represented to me by a petition dated Januarv 5, 1804, that, in order to follow 
up the offers made at a general congress of the Indians held in the nation in the month of June, 1803, by 
several chiefs of the Seminole tribe, and to John Forbes, principal partner and director in the said house 
of Panton, Leslie & Co., that they would cede in its favor a portion of their lands between the district of 
Apalachy and Apalachicola, in payment of the debt they had contracted, and the robberies committed by 
them on the stores of said house established in the neighborhood of Fort St. Mark’s, declaring to me at 
the same time his intention of taking the necessary steps for bringing about the said cession, and to culti- 
vate, and to cause to be cultivated, by industrious persons, the land so obtained, concluding by beseeching me to 
grant him a permission to establish a talk, or set a negotiation on foot with the Indians on this business; 
and, that his object being obtained, I should secure to the house the possession of the lands ceded, in 
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order to dispose of them as might be found most convenient; and considering that the petition is not 
contrary to our laws, nor infringes in any manner the right and sovereignty of our Catholic monarch, (whom 
God preserve;) and that it being also one of the terms and conditions in the establishment of said house that the 
government should facilitate, as much as possibly it could, the recovery of the debts pending between the Indians 
and the said house, (which is also proved by the original letters presented to me by the said James 
Innerarity, written by the Brigadier Don Manuel Gayoso de Lemos and the Marquis de Caso Calvo, 
governors general, that were of the ceded province of Louisiana,) in which it is to be gathered that their 
excellencies were willing and gave their consent to any purchase of lands that the said house might 
make of the Indians, with the intent of recovering its outstanding debts and the losses occasioned by 
the robberies committed by the adventurer William A. Bowles; I therefore decreed, January 17, ag 
follows: “Granted the petitioner’s request, it being understood that the land he may obtain from the 
Indians cannot be disposed of without the knowledge or consent of this government.” And it resulting from 
the instrument of cession that the chiefs and principal men of the Talapoosa and Seminole nations 
assembled in junto at the town of Chickatalofa, May 25, 1804, who affixed their marks and signed: 
Yohalla Emathla, William Perryman, Talahaya Mico, Tustanagy, Chupco, Hapayoli Mico, Cosa Micco, 
Thomas Perryman, Taskanagy, Hopoy Hacho, Panas Mico, John Meally, Cacho Tustanagy, Oheles Enyha, 
Pawas Hacho, Juchu Mico, Musquito Jack, James Perryman, Yfa Tustunagy, Talaysa Emathle, Tastanagy 
Mico, Yohulla Mico, Ufule Tustanagy Mico, Efau Ten Kinca, Hulleechee, ratified the first writing in my 
presence, the 20th June following, as appears by my certificate of the 22d; and the second writing in a 
full assembly of the same chiefs and others present at it, at Achackweithle, the 22d August of the same 
year; confirmed in Pensacola, before me, the 3d December following, as appears by my certificate of the 
5th of same month, with the marks and signatures which follow, of the same chiefs: Hopoy Hacho de 
Totolosee Talofa, great orator of the Seminoles, Hothepacio, Tustanagy de Totolosee Talofa, Hopoy Mico de 
Ockmulgeechee, Tustanagy Mico de idem, Kecknecha Thlucco de Cheeyalia, Emathle Thlucco de idem, Mico 
Nupumice de Cussita, Yahulla Emathle de Chickatalofa, Tankaya Mico de Osootchie, Ochu Tustanagy de 
Ochu, Yahulla Mico de Usulles, Albama Tustanagy de Usallis, Tasikaya Hudjo de Ocheesee, Niha Mico de 
Achumlga, Tustanagy Hudjo de Tochtohiethle, Ninnywaguchee de Tocktowheithle, Tustanagy de Pala- 
chucklie, Yohulla Emathle, alias John Meally de Ocheesee, Hopoy Hudjo, for Copixtses Mico de Micasuky, 
Tustanagay Hopoy for, alias, Little Prince of Cowetas, Coweta Tustanagy de Cowetas, Nicha Hodgee de 
Cowetas, Ocheesee Mico de Yawallee, Hopayok Hudjo de Yawallee, Mico Tecocksy, alias Hatas Mico, 
Hopayok Mico de Tawassee, Folka Tustanagy de Wifalatha, Efau Tustanagy de Micasuky for Hopoy Hadjo, 
Pawas Mico de Ocoleyokony, Tustanagy Chupco de Ennessee, Tasikaya Mico de idem, Tustanagy Chupco 
de Tamathle, Halleneechu, king of Tamathle, Tuskinia, lieutenant of Chafoackcheefalee, sent by King 
Manso in his stead, and by the two interpreters, Thomas Miller and William Hambly; at which ratification, 
in Pensacola, was orator King Manso, alias Hopoithle Mico, who, taking up the discourse, declared to me 
that, with the general consent of his nations, they had confirmed the cession of lands made in May last 
to the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., the limits of which they had designated with more precision 
in the last writing; that they had made said cession in payment of the robberies they had committed 
and the debts they had contracted on and in the store of St. Mark’s, of Apalachy; and that they had 
given possession to Mr. James Innerarity in the name of the said house of Panton, Leslie & Co., to whom 
they had ceded forever all right which they formerly held in the said lands, in token of which they had 
signed and put their marks to both writings; and as it appears by the accounts, statements, and recapitu- 
lations general, which are found in the same documents, that the robberies, losses, and expenses incurred 
by the said house till the 31st October last, amounts to $66,533 5 reals, and that on the part of those 
interested fresh steps were taken to designate the limits, and that the said chiefs, principal men, and 
warriors of the Seminole nations appointed deputies to be present at said designation; and that those met 
in junto at Fort St. Mark’s, of Apalachy, the 2d of August of this year, presided by Don Ignacio Balderas, 
commandant of said fort, with three assistant witnesses, Don Felippe Prieto, Don Diego Barrios, and Don 
Lorenzo Vitrian, and interpreters Thomas Miller and Juan Sandoval; and said junto, agreeable to the 
former stipulation that a certain number of chiefs should accompany said James Innerarity or his agent 
when it should be found convenient, for the better ascertaining and marking the boundary line of the said 
cession of lands, so as to be visible and known to all, the said chiefs, principal men, and warriors deputed 
acknowledged that the same had been done to their entire satisfaction, and declared before the said Don 
Ignacio Balderas, in the names of their nations and as deputies appointed by them, that they had accom- 
panied James Innerarity in the line and designations of boundary in the following manner.—(See limits 
and boundaries copied in first and second sheet.) And this line thus marked and described we declare, 
in the name of our nations, to be the true boundary of the land ceded in the aforesaid juntos to the house 
of Panton, Leslie & Company, and consequently the limits between our nations and the whites of these 
parts; and the said declaration being confirmed and signed with the marks of the said chiefs, which was 
delivered certified by the said commandant, with the addition of four chiefs of the Micasuky village, among 
whom Capisty was Mico, vulgarly called Kimache, and who, though not present at the said designation of 
boundary, declared, nevertheless, that they adhered to the accuracy of the limits, and were agreed in what 
the commissioned chiefs had done, putting in the same manner their marks; and Mr. John Forbes, as 
partner and director of said house, having preferred a new petition to me, begging that if I found 
good and conformable to law the documents which compose these proceedings, and of which I have in a 
summary given an extract, that I should interpose my authority in due form to ratify the cession of land 
as aforementioned, and which is pointed out by the plat annexed: Therefore, making use of the powers 
which the King our lord (whom God preserve) has conferred upon me in his royal name, I confirm and 
ratify to the house of Panton, Leslie & Company the cession of lands made by the Seminole nation of 
Indians, in the form and terms above explained and seen by the plat annexed, which, with the original 
proceedings and copy of this title will remain recorded in the office of the secretary of the government of 
this province; and consequently I declare and impart full and direct dominion to the said house of Panton, 
Leslie & Company of the aforesaid land, so that the said house may, as its property, enjoy, possess, sell, and 
alienate, agreeable to the terms expressed in my decree of January 7, 1804, antecedently inserted; and I 
empower it to take possession, and will defend and maintain it without prejudice to a third party. In 
witness whereof, I order the present to be delivered, signed by my hand, sealed with my arms, and coun- 
tersigned by the underwritten secretary of this government. Given in Mobile December 3, 1806. (Signed) 
Vincente Folch, Francisco Morejou. Also, an original certificate of Pablo de Larin, secretary of the 
government, dated Pensacola, December 20, 1811, stating that the original proceedings relative to the 
cession, with the foregoing title confirmed, exist in the office of the secretary of this government under 
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his charge, with an authentic copy of said title, and of the whole was dclivered a copy to the surveyor 
general of this province, Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, in order to deposit in his archives, and another 
copy was at the same time given to John Innerarity, as representative of the interested parties. 

In support of the claim to another tract of land lying east of the river Apalachicola, and undefined in 
quantity, ceded to the house of John Forbes & Co. by the Lower Creek and Seminole nations of Indians 
in the year 1811, the following title papers and parol proof were exhibited, to wit: 

A copy of a list of debts due by the Lower Creek nation to the house of John Forbes & Co., of Pensa- 
cola, adjusted to January 22, 1811; total amount, $19,387 43. Pensacola, January 22, 1811. By power 
of attorney from John Forbes & Co. to John Innerarity, also a copy of a certificate of Governor Folch, 
countersigned by Pablo de Larin, secretary of the government, and dated January 22, 1811, stating that 
in a full assembly of chiefs of the Lower Creek and Seminole nations, held in the government house this 
day, the undersigned chiefs declared by the medium of their interpreters, James Durrosseau, resident in 
the nation, Thomas Miller on the part of the chiefs, and Manual Gonzales of this place, that they had 
ceded, in the name and with the consent of their nations, to the house of John Forbes & Co., in payment 
of the debts due to said house by the Indian dealers of the several towns of the aforesaid Lower Creeks 
on the river Chattahoochie, the piece of land of which the limits are specified in the act of cession which 
proceeds; which acts and limits were read and translated in my presence by the said interpreters, and 
they agreeing to the propriety of the same, signed of their accord the foregoing instrument. 

In witness whereof, I give the present, signed by my hand, sealed with my arms, and countersigned 
by the underwritten secretary of this government. 

VINCENTE FOLCH. 

By order of his excellency: 

Paso bE Lari. 


Also, a copy of the act of cession in the words following, to wit: In a congress of the chiefs of the 
Lower Creek nations, held in the village of Cuskatalofa, on the river Chattahoochie, in April, 1818, com- 
posed of the following persons: (here the names of 18 chiefs.) 

Whereas William Hambly, agent of the house of John Forbes & Co., merchants in Pensacola, has 
shown us a list of debts owing by the Indians and dealers of the Lower Creek nations on the rivers Chat- 
tahoochie and Flint, and amounting to the sum of $19,387 44 reals of silver money; and it being manifest 
that we have not the means of liquidating said debts otherwise than by a cession of part of our lands, it 
has therefore been unanimously resolved, and by these presents we resolve to cede, give, grant, sell, and 
transfer to said John Forbes & Co., in payment of our aforesaid debts, a piece of land at present occupied 
by us and bounded as follows: (here the limits detailed.) ' 

And whereas we, the following chiefs, Hopoi Mico, Efa Mico, Yoholla Emathla, and Cuskanucky, are 
duly authorized (according to the customs and statutes of Indians) by the aforesaid absent chiefs, and 
having this day met in the government house of Pensacola in presence of his excellency Vincente Folch, 
governor, &c., with the intent of confirming the said cession of land, having met in junto, according to 
agreement, to validate more fully said cession made to the house of John Forbes & Co., with Cuskanucky, 
Hopoi Cuskania, Mico Neippa, Cuskanucky, Chuchuckany, and Coweta Mico, we have, in conjunction with 
them, resolved unanimously and by this instrument, in our names and in that of the tribe of Lower 
Creeks, we cede, give, grant, sell, and transfer to the said John Forbes & Co., their heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, the aforesaid piece of land, bounded as aforementioned, and situated in the 
said province of West Florida, so that they and their assigns may hold and possess it in full dominion 
and property. And we, the undersigned chiefs, in our own name, as well as in that of our people of the 
lower villages, and of our descendants and of theirs, renounce positively and make abandonment of all and 
whatever rights which heretofore we held in the said piece of land, in favor of the aforementioned John 
Forbes & Co. and their assigns, in full and entire possession of said piece of land, bounded as aforesaid, 
now by us ceded, given, granted, sold, and transferred, and we will defend them against all and what- 
soever persons from henceforth and forevermore: therefore, the said chiefs, in their names, and in that 
of all the nation of said Lower Creeks, by these presents, name and constitute Hopoi Mico, Yoholla 
Emathla, Efa Mico, and Toothia Cuskanucky, chiefs of said nation of Lower Creeks, to accompany the 
surveyor of the said John Forbes & Co., and designate the boundaries of the said piece of land agreeable 
to intent and meaning of the limits aforementioned, to mark the trees and fix landmarks when it may be 
thought necessary, in order to make the boundary line visible and permanent forever. And, therefore, 
when the said boundary line shall be particularly ascertained, the said chiefs, Hopoi Mico, Yohulla Emathla, 
Efa Mico, and Toothia Tuskanucky, are by these presents authorized by us, the said chiefs assembled in 
congress, to proceed to Fort St. Mark’s and communicate the same to the commandant, presenting him a 
plat of it in due form. 

And, finally, to give and grant whatever other instrument of writing in our names, and in that of 
all our people of the said Lower Creek nation, which may be deemed necessary by the said John Forbes 
& Co., in presence of the said commandant, in order that the said piece of land remain entirely secure to 
the said John Forbes & Co., their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns forever, in virtue of said 
writings. Given under our hands and seals, in the government house of Pensacola, January 22, 1811. 
(Here the marks of 11 chiefs.) Interpreted, signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of, and by 
James Durosseau, interpreter of his Catholic Majesty, Thomas Miller, interpreter of the chiefs, Manuel 
Gonzales, interpreter of government at Pensacola. Also, a copy of a certificate of translation of the fore- 
going from the English by Vincente Sebastian Pintado, at the instance of John Innerarity, agent of the 
house of John Forbes & Co., dated Pensacola, June 21, 1811. Also, a copy of a certificate of Don Marcos 
de Villiers, commandant of Fort St. Mark’s, stating that there appeared before him and the two subscribing 
witnesses seven chiefs of the Seminole nation, (names mentioned,) and after having given their hands in 
sign of friendship, declared that the foregoing signatures, made by them and other chiefs of their nation, 
they acknowledged to be legitimate and true; and that the cession and sale contained in the present 
instrument was just and valid, having been made with full consent of all the nation, and that in its name 
they had granted and signed the same. Fort St. Mark’s, May 25, 1811. Marcos de Villiers, José Urcullo, 
Lorenzo Vetrian. Also, a copy of an act of confirmation. The preamble states, that whereas in a congress 
of chiefs of the Lower Creeks, held at Pensacola, Januury 22, 1811, it was agreed unanimously to cede 

to the house of John Forbes & Co., in payment of certain debts due to it by said nations, a piece of land 
bounded as follows, (here a detail of the limits.) And whereas a deed of grant, sale, and concession of 
the same to said house for the consideration aforesaid, dated January 22, 1811, was signed by the fullow- 
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ing chiefs of said nation, then and there held, to wit, (here the names of the chiefs;) and that the said 
deed was confirmed and acknowledged by the said chiefs before Don Vincente Folch, governor, &c., to be 
their unanimous act and deed, &c., &c.: therefore, be it known to all whom it may concern, that we, the 
undersigned, chiefs and principal men of the Lower Creek nation, in consequence of the powers conferred 
upon us by the aforesaid chiefs and principal men, and being met in congress in this place, have unani- 
mously agreed, and by these presents do confirm, in all its parts, intent, and meaning, the said grant and 
cession of a piece of land as aforesaid, agreeable to the annexed plat, the limits of which were designated, 
marked, blazed, and measured in our presence, and in that of the chiefs and principal men of the aforesaid 
Lower Creek nation, who were present with us for that purpose, viz: (here the names of thirteert chiefs.) 
And in order that the said grant and cession made by us to the said John Forbes & Co. may remain and 
be valid henceforth and forever, we have this day given solemn possession of the same to William 
Hambly, agent of said John Forbes & Co., who was deputed by them for that purpose; and by these 
presents we bind and oblige ourselves and our posterity to maintain and defend them in the quiet and 
peaceable possession of the same, against all persons whatsoever, henceforth and forever. In witness 


whereof, we have put our marks to the present with our own hands. Given at Prospect Bluff, Apalachi- . 


cola, April 22, 1811. (Here the names of the chiefs.) Signed and delivered in presence of Daniel Blue, 
William Hambly, Edmund Doyle. Also, a copy of a certificate of translation of the above into Spanish by 
Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, at the instance of John Innerarity, to whom a copy was given. Pensa- 
cola, June 22, 1811. Also, a copy of the act ascertaining the boundary line. Whereas, at a congress of 
chiefs of the Lower Creek nations and Seminoles, held at Pensacola, January 22, 1811, the governor of 
West Florida being present, it was unanimously agreed and resolved by said chiefs, in the names of their 
respective towns and nations, to cede a certain portion of the lands belonging to and possessed by the 
said nations to the house of John Forbes & Co., of Pensacola, in payment of debts owing by the dealers 
and Indians of the said nations of Lower Creeks, on the river Chattahoochie, to the said house of John 
Forbes & Co., and their predecessors, Panton, Leslie & Co., at their store at Pensacola; the limits of which, 
according to the instrument of writing, which on that occasion was signed and granted by them to said 
house, were as follows: (here a first designation of limits.) And whereas, on the same occasion, it was 
resolved and ordained by the said chiefs to order a deputation from their body to accompany the agents 
or attorneys of the said house, in order to run and maik the boundary line of the said land, and so to 
trace and ascertain it exactly, that in all future times there can be no doubt or dispute thereon. And 
whereas we, the undersigned, chiefs of the said nations, were then named and deputed for said purpose: 
now, therefore, be it known to all that, having been summoned by the agents of said house, we have 
verified and marked the said boundary line throughout all its extents and directions, as follows: (here a 
minute detail of the limits;) and this line so marked and here described, we declare, in the name of our 
nations and constituents, to be the true limits of the land ceded in the aforementioned congress to the 
house of John Forbes & Co., and consequently the boundary between our nations and the whites of these 

arts. As such we order it to be, by all our people, held and respected henceforth and forever. Given 
at St. Mark’s, Apalachy, in presence of the commandant of said post, Don Marcos de Villiers, and the 
undersigned assisting witnesses, May 25, 1811. (Marks of six chiefs.) 

We, the undersigned, declare that, though we were not present at the designation of the boundary 
line, we acknowledge and agree to the exactness of the same. In witness whereof, we hereby put our 
marks, in presence of the commandant of this fort, the interpreters, and assisting witnesses, dated as 
above. (Marks of five chiefs.) Don Marcos de Villiers, captain and commandant, and sub-delegate of 
royal finances at this fort. 

I certify that, at a congress held this day, the chiefs and warriors there met signed the preceding act, 
together with Felippe Prieto and William Hambly, who explained to the said chiefs the contents thereof, 
and the undersigned attesting witnesses. Apalachy, May 25, 1811. Marcos de Villiers, Felippe Prieto, 
William Hambly, José Urcello, Lorenzo Vetrian. Also, a copy of a detailed account of the expenses 
incurred by the house of John Forbes & Co. during the proceedings with the Seminole chiefs and Indians, 
as well at Pensacola as at Apalachicola, Apalachy fort, and other Indian towns, for the cession of two 
tracts of land in payment of a sum of money which the latter owed, and of which a list is annexed. Total 
amount, $3,492 064, E. E., by power of attorney from John Forbes & Co. to John Innerarity. Also, a copy 
of a petition from John Innerarity to Governor Folch, dated Pensacola, June 7, 1811, begging him, in 
consequence of every previous formality having been observed for obtaining a cession of two pieces of 
land from the Lower Creek Indians in payment of ‘certain debts the latter owed the house of John Forbes 
& Co., to interpose his authority for the ratification of said cession. Also, a copy of a decree of Governor 
Folch, as follows: 


Pensacola, June 8, 1811. The petitioner’s request granted on conditions the said John Forbes & Co. 
do not dispose of or alienate the land in question without the express consent of this government, and that the 


same be understood to be on the same footing with the cession for which a title was granted on December 3, 1806. 
FOLCH. 


Also, an original certificate of Francisco Maximiliano de San Maxent, political and military governor 
of West Florida, (ad interim,) countersigned by Pablo de Larin, secretary of the government, and dated 
December 20, 1811, stating that the foregoing pieces are faithfully copied from the original proceedings 
which exist in the office of the secretary of this government, of which an original title has been given to 
John Innerarity, as agent of the house of John Forbes & Co. Also, an original title of confirmation by 
Governor Folch, as follows: 

Whereas John Innerarity, agent of the house of John Forbes & Co., (established in this province, with 
royal approbation, for trading with the Indians since 1785,) presented me, on the Tth of this month, a petition 
importing that, in consequence of a congress of chiefs, &c., of the Lower Creek nations, of the rivers Flint 
and Chattahoochie, held in this place on the 22d of January last, presided by me, in order to agree upon the 
manner of satisfying said house for the sum of nineteen thousand three hundred and eighty-seven dollars 
four and a half rials, owing to it by the dealers and Indians of said villages, as appears by an account 
presented by the said house, and which is ordered to be annexed by the proceedings; at which congress 
were present the following chiefs, viz: Tuskamiecky Hopoi, Coweta Mico, Coweta Tuskania, Hothepoi 
Mico, Yahu Hadjoo, Mico Napa, Tuskanucky Chachuany, Ufala Mico, Hapoi Mico, Yohulla Emathla, Efa 
Mico, Toothia Tuskanucky, with James Durrosseau, interpreter of said ‘Indians, and Manuel Gonzales, 
interpreter of this government; and referring to the resolutions passed in the month of April of the 
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preceeding year, 1810, in the village of Tuskatoloofa, they consented and agreed, as a compensation 
and payment of the aforementioned debt, to the cession and transfer of two pieces of land contiguous 
and adjacent to that which, in 1806, for a like reason, was ceded by the said chiefs to the house of 
Panton, Leslie & Co., which present act of cession was drawn out in the English language, because 
many of said chiefs understood that language, and signed by them and by the interpreters, after having 
fully and circumstantially informed the said chiefs of the contents of the same, and then annexed 
to the proceedings with its translations into Spanish, under Nos. 2 and 3; and the said chiefs having 
assembled together in April last at Prospect Bluff, on the Apalachicola river, for the ratifying said cession 
or transfer, they appointed deputies to assist at the running out and marking of the boundary line of the 
said land, which they executed, signing another deed, which appears with its translation under Nos. 4 
and 5, in which are to be found the names of the following chiefs, viz: Hopoi Mico, Tohalla Emathla, 
Capichy Mico, Hopoi Cuichei, Micasuky Tuskania, Coweta Emathla, Yohallo Hadjoe, Niony Homughta, 
‘Tuskanuky Chackchucky, Tusky Hadjoe, John Meally, and those of Daniel Blue, deputy surveyors, William 
Hambly, interpreter, and Edmund Doyle, agent of the said John Forbes, & Co., and the said deed legalized 
by the certificate of the commandant of Fort St. Mark’s, of Apalachy, Don Marcos de Villiers, before two 
assisting witnesses, the 25th May last, I ordered it, with its translation, to be also annexed to said pro- 
ceedings, together with the act passed before the said commandant at Fcrt St. Mark’s, under No. 6, in 
which the deputation of chiefs, composed of Capitza Mico Kinache, Catha Tuskanuky, Asa Mico, Cosahotche, 
Yaholla Emathla, Tulsihatcho, and Ninihumatee Tustunuky, declare fully to have assisted the surveyor, 
Daniel Blue, the interpreter, William Hambly, and Edmund Doyle, agent of said house, in running and 
marking the boundary line of said land, in order to avoid all doubts or difficulties; and that in no future time 
there may be any whatever, they state, having begun at the mouth of the river Apalachicola, and following 
the line on the west margin, it ascends the Lake Weinico three miles from its entrance, which spot is 
known by two cypresses marked with crosses; and thence through the hammock, the distance of one 
chain south to a cypress marked; here it was found impracticable to trace the line further, on account of 
the bad way, but it should run south 72° west, a supposed distance of 1,280 chains, where a pine is 
marked; thence south 30° west, 100 chains, to a pine marked with a cross, on the margin of a reedy 
marsh; thence the line runs by water one mile and a quarter south 14° west, to the extreme western 
point of St. Vincent’s or Deer island, including the whole of the island; theuce ascending the river 
Apalachicola, and beginning the line at the boundary of the lands formerly ceded to the house of Panton, 
Leslie & Co., and running the same up the said river to the mouth of the creek Cosaph Chuchee, or Sweet- 
water; thence following up said creek to its source, where a hickory is marked with a cross; thence 
crossing the path by land north 79° east, the line runs the distance of 27 chains 85 links, to a pine marked 
with a cross; thence north 58° east, 11 chains 47 links, to a pine crossed; thence north 65° east, 18 chains 
58 links, to another pine marked; thence north 42° east, 26 chains and 36 links, to another pine marked; 
thence north 75° east, 16 chains and 9 links, to another pine marked; thence north 40° east, 22 chains 50 
links, to another pine marked with a cross; thence north 60 chains 36 links, to another pine marked; 
thence north 25° east, 5 chains, to another pine marked; thence north 35° east, 24 chains, to another pine 
marked; thence north 82° east, 241 chains, to another pine marked with a cross; here is the boundary 
line of the lands ceded to the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., the line following which runs till it crosses 
the river Ocklockny, and again runs the distance of 5}°miles to a pine marked; thence south 80° east, 32 
chains, to another with a cruss; thence south 78° east, 1,251 chains 51 links, to an oak marked with a 
cross; on the west margin of the river St. Mark’s, a little distance above the spot where the same runs 
under ground; thence the line runs through the thicket in the neighborhood to where the said river appears 
again; and thence to its junction with the sea. And the chiefs Nocosa Hopoy, Corva Emathla, Tustanuky 
Hacho, Mico Hatcho, and Nocosa Hatcho, having ascertained the boundary line, approved of and consented 
to it, although they were not assisting at running it out and marking it, and signed it in presence of the 
commandant of the Fort St. Mark’s, witnesses and interpreters, as appears at the end of document No. 6. 
And the accounts having been presented of the expenses attending the proceedings instituted, which 
amounts to $3,492 64 rials, I have ordered it to be annexed to the proceedings under No. 7, and I made 
a decree,-in consequence of the above-mentioned petition, to the following effect: “Granted, as the 
petitioners’ request, on conditions that the said John Forbes & Co. may not dispose of nor alienate the 
land in question without the express consent of this government, and that its concession is to be under- 
stood to be on the same footing with that for which a title was given on December 3, 1806.” In conse- 
quence, the said John Innerarity, as agent and attorney for the house of John Forbes & Co., concludes his 
said petition, begging me to interpose my authority in due form for the ratification of the said cession of two 
pieces, of which is designated by the surveyor general of this province, Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, 
in the figured plat made out by him, and annexed to the original proceedings. Wherefore, making use of 
the faculties conferred on me by our lord the King, and in his royal name, | confirm and ratify to the said 
John Forbes & Co. the cession of two pieces of land above designated, made by the nation of Seminole 
Indians, or Lower Creeks, represented by its principal chiefs, leaders, and considerable men, amply 
empowered; and I give them power to enter into possession of the said lands according to the directions, 
dimensions, and distances contained in the figured plat and certificate of survey, the original documents 
of which, with a copy of said plat, shall remain in the office of the secretary of this government, the said 
surveyor enregistering not only this title, but also that delivered in the year 1806, from the same motives, 
and that of the island conceded to John Forbes individually, in order that his archives may contain every 
thing concerning these concessions, and the motives from whence they originated; and I declare and impart 
to the said house of John Forbes & Co. entire and direct properly, that as such, they may the said lands 
enjoy, possess, cultivate, sell, or alienate, on the conditions expressed in my decree inserted in this title. 
In witness whereof, I have ordered the present to be expedited, signed by my hand, sealed with my arms, 
and countersigned by the secretary of this government. Given in Pensacola, June 5, 1811. Vincente 
Folch. By order of the governor. Pablo de Larin.” Also, an original certificate of Pablo de Larin, 
secretary of the government, dated December 21, 1811, stating that the original document is in the office 
of the secretary of this government under his charge. Relative to the cession of lands which the pre- 
ceding title confirms, and of the whole proceedings was made out a copy, with an authentic copy of 
said title, and the same delivered to the surveyor general of this province, Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, 
to be deposited in his archives; and another was also delivered to John Innerarity, as attorney of the 
interested parties. Also, a copy of a petition of John Forbes to the captain general of the Island of Cuba, 
and the two Floridas, dated Havana, October 9, 1817, in the words following, to wit: “ May it please your 
excellency, John Forbes, a resident in this place, partner and director in the house of Forbes & Co. 
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established in the two Floridas by royal permission, respectfully represent to your excellency that the 
said house possessed in full property the lands which were occupied and belonged to the Seminole Indians, 
situated in the district of Apalachy and Apalachicola, and which were ceded and sold by the chiefs and 
principal men of that tribe in just payment of the debts which these had contracted, and the robberies 
they had committed on the stores belonging to his house, situated in the neighborhood of St. Mark’s; for 
which acquisition or transfer of property it obtained the competent permission of Don Vincente Folch y 
Juan, who was the political and military governor of West Florida, as is proved by the decree issued at 
Pensacola January 7, 1804, and the title of confirmation delivered at Mobile December 3, 1806, without 
other restrictions than that of not being able to seil or dispose of said lands without the knowledge and 
consent of government, as your excellency will more fully see in the documents annexed; particularly the 
Indians, Lower Creeks, and Seminoles, in consideration of the important services and particular attention 
with which the house of your petitioner treated them from the year 1785; at which period it begun its 
establishment under the firm of Panton, Leslie & Co., transmitted to it by similar deeds, requisites, and 
formalities to the proceedings, an island belonging to them, about seven miles in length, and one or more 
in breadth, situated on the river Apalachicola, opposite the store or factory which then and there existed. 
Also, two pieces of land adjoining to the above mentioned, bounded on one side by the river Apalachicola, 
and then by the lands already ceded, including the islands as far as the creek called Sweetwater creek, 
agreeable to the plats which, in order to give the said house full, ample, and royal possession of all the 
said lands, was drawn out by the surveyor general of his Majesty for said province. And being determined 
to alienate the greater part of the same in favor of Don Colin Mitchell, citizen and merchant of this city, it 
not being in the power of the petitioner to cultivate them himself, and, by so doing, obviating the necessity 
of there existing waste lands of no account to the royal treasury or the public benefit, he solicits your 
excellency, as captain general of the two Floridas, and intrusted with the high powers of your station, to 
permit him to alienate the said land upon the terms he has agreed upon with the said Colin Mitchell, and 
that he may agree upon hereafter with other person or persons. Havana, October 9, 1817. Also, a copy 
of a decree of the captain general, as follows: “Havana, October 9, 1817. This petition to be shown to 
the assessor general, that he may advise me. Cienfuegos.” 

Also, a copy of the opinion of the assessor general, as follows: May it please your excellency: The 
lands which were occupied by Indians of the Seminole tribe, lying in the district of Apalachy and Apala- 
chicola, and the island belonging to the Lower Creeks and Seminoles, about seven miles long, and more 
than a mile in breadth, together with two pieces of neighboring lands, having been transmitted, as they 
actually and lawfully are, in full property, a titulo one roso, to the house of John Forbes & Co., estab- 
lished in the Floridas by royal permission, for which acquisition a competent permission was given to 
Don Vincente Folch y Juan, who was their political and military governor of West Florida, and who 
delivered, subsequently, titles of confirmation in favor of the purchasers. There is no obstacle to your 
excellency’s making use of the powers intrusted to you, and permitting the alienation proposed, among 
which is designated Don Colin Mitchell, a merchant of this city, a person uniting all the qualifications 
necessary for obtaining them; in the instrument of transfer for appropriation of property having to be 
inserted copies of said titles of confirmation and the present opinion, if your excellency should be in the 
same sentiments. Havana, October 13, 1817. Donardo del Monte. 

Also, a copy of the decree of the captain general, in the following words: “ Havana, October 13, 
1817. Agreeably to the preceding opinion of the assessor general, I permit the alienation of the lands 
solicited by Don John Forbes, in which Don Colin Mitchell is designated as having the greater part, 
drawing out the writing and insertions mentioned in the said opinion. Cienfuegos.” 

All which documents are certified to be true copies by Miguel Mendez, first escribano of the govern- 
ment and council, on March 26, 1819, whose signature is accredited by José de Galinor, Juan Martinez, 
and Cayetano Pontero, notaries public of the royal college of Havana. Also, an original passport granted 
to James Innerarity, one of the firm of Panton, Leslie & Co., by Governor Folch, countersigned by Fran- 
cisco Morejou, and dated July 12, 1804, authorizing him to proceed to Apalachicola, with five negroes and 
a clerk, and take possession of and establish a store on said tract of land. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Octavius Mitchell proves, by parol testimony, all 
the signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title papers. Peter Alba, junior, being sworn, 
saith that he was a clerk to the house of John Forbes & Co. in the year 1804; that James Innerarity, 
then a member of the firm, proceeded to Apalachicola, with a clerk and five negroes, and took possession 
of the said tract of land by virtue of a passport from Governor Folch, and established a store; that the 
said house of Forbes & Co., and those claiming under it, have been in possession of the said land ever 
since, except during a short interval occasioned by Indian disturbances, but that the possession was 
resumed by them shortly after the disturbance ceased; that in the fall of 1804 the chiefs of the nation, 
accompanied by a large number of warriors, met at Pensacola, and then ratified, in a public and formal 
manner, in presence of Governor Folch, the cession made by them to the firm of Panton, Leslie & Co., 
acknowledged the debt due by them to the said firm, and expressed their desire to extinguish them by a 
cession of a part of their lands; and further saith not. Pelippe Prieto, being sworn, saith that he was 
the King’s storekeeper at the post of St. Mark’s in the year 1804; officiated as the private secretary of 
the commandant of the post, and occasionally acted as interpreter; that he officiated as one of the inter- 
preters at the original cession made to the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., by the chiefs of the Seminole 
nation, and saw the said chiefs sign the act of cession in the presence of the commandant of the post; 
that the chiefs then acknowledged the debts by their nations due and owing to the said house; and that 
the negotiations were commenced by permission of Governor Folch, with a view of obtaining a cession 
of lands in satisfaction of the debts. And further says, that he was present at the cession made to the 
house of John Forbes & Co. in the year 1811; that it was executed in the same formal manner and for 
the same purposes, prior to its ratification at Pensacola. He also confirms the foregoing statement of 
Peter Alba, junior; and further saith not. . 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


The above two grants to Panton, Leslie & Co., and to John Forbes & Cv., on the east side of the 
Apalachicola river, seem to have been made with the same formalities, and under the same restriction or 
condition of not alienating the same without the consent of the Spanish government. They are both 
made as a remuneration for similar losses sustained by that house at different periods, and the same ques- 
tions are involved as to the validity of the titles. 
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In forming an opinion upon the claims, two leading questions are presented to the minds of the 
undersigned commissioners: Ist. Were the Indians, from whom the purchase was made in the first instance, 
competent to make a conveyance to lands, to be held and possessed “in full right and entire property ?” 
and 2d. Was Governor Folch vested with the power to make a grant, or confirm one of this description ? 
. Upon the first question presented, the undersigned commissioners have no hesitation in giving it as 
their opinion that the Indians could make no conveyance vesting a fee simple. Were the contrary 
admitted, the confirmation of Governor Folch would have been superfluous. The treaty of 1784, made 
between Spain and the Seminole and Tallapoosa Indians, incorporates the latter as subjects of his Catholic 
Majesty, coequal with the whites, but reserving the sovereign disposal of the soil of East and West 
Florida in the hands of the Spanish authorities. This construction of the treaty is clearly sustained in 
different reports made by surveyors and fiscals in West Florida, in which they state that the Indians are 
only entitled to the lands occupied by their farms and villages. Being an erratic people, this right, as a tribe 
or nation, is believed to have been in most cases a usufructuary one, and whenever they removed the 
land which they abandoned was subject to be granted to other settlers. As a further illustration of the 
opinion that the Indians collectively have no fee simple right to lands within the Floridas, Governor 
Masot, in the case of Mary Weaver, decreed that the Indians had no possessions in this province in con- 
formity with the report of the fiscal upon the claim of Jayme Barcelo. No line of demarcation has ever 
existed between Indian and Spanish lands; indeed, no such distinction has ever been recognized. Asa 
tribe or nation, the Indians, as before remarked, seem to have enjoyed only a usufructuary right, in 
which they were protected as long as they continued in possession of the land. As individuals, they are 
believed to have held their lands in some cases upon the same terms as other Spanish subjects, &c. To 
secure them in the enjoyment of these privileges, the regulations of Morales contain a special provision 
in their favor, declaring that, where they possess lands within the limits of the government, they shall 
not in any manner be disturbed, but protected and supported. The possession here mentioned must have 
been of the description already noticed in a preceding part of this report. Although the lands here 
granted are stated to have been occupied by the Indians, it could only have been as a hunting ground, 
and not as farms and villages, and to which, as a nation, they could give no title in fee simple. Gayoso, 
governor general of Louisiana, was no doubt in possession of this information, and it probably constituted 
the motive which induced him to recommend in his private letter that the purchase should be made in 
the United States. 

As to the power of Governor Folch to make such a grant, we are not apprised of any law or ordinance 
by which it is warranted. The governor himself asserts that he is vested with the power by the King, 
and the assessor general of Cuba states the same fact. The permission of the captain general to dispose 
of the land to Mr. Mitchell is also evidence in favor of the legality of its exercise. But another difficulty 
is here presented and remains unexplained. Florida, under the Spanish government, was divided into 
East and West by the Apalachicola river, having a governor in each, with separate and independent 
jurisdictions. If Governor Folch could have given the confirmation in West, we do not understand how 
he could do so in relation to lands in East Florida, as was the fact in the case now before us. This is 
not a grant for public services, although it is acknowledged that the house of Panton, Leslie & Co. made 
sacrifices and were useful to the Spanish government; but they, at the same time, appear to have enjoyed 
singular and exclusive privileges. The consideration of settling cultivators upon the land may have 
been an inducement in making the grant, but the great object evidently was to obtain a sale which would 
remunerate the houses of Panton, Leslie & Co. and John Forbes & Co. for debts due from, and robberies 
committed by, the Indians. The representative of these houses appears to consider the Spanish authori- 
ties as responsible for these losses, but upon what principle we are unable to learn. There is no such 
acknowledgment on the part of her officers amongst the papers filed in the cases before us. Gayoso, in 
recommending the purchase, thinks it the only way to be repaid for their outstanding debts, which would 
otherwise be lost in the nation; ‘‘and Governor Folch states it as one of the conditions upon which said 
house was established, that the government should facilitate, as much as possibly it could, the recovery 
of the debts pending between the Indians and the said house.” Here appears to be no obligation to pay 
for debts, &c., but only to facilitate their recovery. With these facts before them, and by a reference to our 
general report upon large claims, Congress will be enabled to decide upon the validity of these titles. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
J. M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





No. 2. 


A report of a claim of John Forbes & Co. to a tract of land west of the Apalachicola river, in the district 
of West Florida, by title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence 
reported in conformity to the provisions of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “ An 
act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned 


commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of John Forbes & Co. to a tract of land, undefined in quantity, lying west of the river 
Apalachicola, is founded on the following title papers and testimony exhibited in support thereof. 

A copy of a letter from John Forbes, partner and principal of the house of John Forbes & Co., to the 
captain general of Cuba and the two Floridas, praying, in the words and figures following, to wit: 
“Excellent sir: John Forbes, partner and principal in the house of John Forbes & Co., established in 
Pensacola by royal license, for the purpose of transacting mercantile business, more especially with the 
Indians of that province, respectfully showeth to your excellency, that, during the late warfare between 
the American Indians and the subjects of Great Britain, our interest suffered much, as well in stock as in 
stores, effects, &c.; indeed, more than can be exaggerated. Many slaves belonging to the company were 
carried off and concealed by the Indians during the residence of Colonel Nichols; and though the govern- 
ment of Pensacola, upon being made acquainted with the fact, claimed back their servants so violently 
seized upon, it was all in vain; they were never returned. In order to facilitate their restitution without 
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the royal treasury, although it alone was and is responsible, my house fitted out, at sundry times, and with 
our own pecuniary means, vessels for the sole purpose of demanding them. In the first which sailed for 
the aforesaid object was Captain Don Benigno Calderon, and other officers, with a commission from 
government. Posterior to this, on two other occasions, other persons were commissioned, in order to avoid 
the withdrawing of public officers from their duties. But all these missions failed in their object of 
procuring a restitution of the things that were robbed. The same house deputed Edmund Doyle and 
William Hambly for the same end, giving them considerable gratifications for their trouble, and indem- 
nifying the last named for the loss which he suffered of all he possessed. Besides all this, Woodbine 
induced the Indians, of whom he also got to be named a chief, to carry off negroes, and we had to prosecute 
him criminally in New Providence, which occasioned us much expense, without being successful; for he 
had the art or means of escape from the hands of justice. Thus all the efforts and sacrifices made by the 
house to save the government from these losses have only served to augment them. At that time of 
disorder and confusion the said Indians carried off about a thousand head of cattle belonging to the house, 
which also suffered a loss in another quarter of thirty-eight horses and two mules; and, lastly, a band of 
the same set fire to the stores belonging to the house, on the Apalachicola, seizing at the same time upon 
eleven of our slaves, and all the cattle, horses, utensils, and articles there found, without leaving anything 
whatever behind, and also took as prisoners Doyle and Hambly, who justly and reasonably claim of the 
house the injury and personal prejudice they sustained by such extraordinary and unheard of proceedings, 
So many losses, including the labor of the negroes, capital and interest of money, which do not amount to 
less, on a moderate calculation, than one hundred thousand dollars, should be indemnified by the superior 
government, to which that of Pensacola is subordinate, either in money or by a compensation to my house 
of some other equivalent. The losses are clear and positive, and an inspection of the correspondence 
between the governor of the province and the captain general’s office will suffice to confirm the truth of 
my exposition; and also on this subject ample proofs can be given by the surveyor general, Captain Don 
Vincente Sebastian Pintado, Don Francisco de Arroyo, of the office of the secretary of the intendancy, and 
other equally distinguished individuals, who were in Pensacola in his Majesty’s service. Therefore, 
considering, on the one hand, how difficult it is to pay me in ready money, as ought to be the case, the 
hundred thousand dollars to which my house is so incontestably entitled, on account of the great scarcity 
of cash in the public coffers; and, on the other hand, that, besides the many services our house has rendered 
at all times to his Majesty, with whose means and resources it may be said the troops of the garrison have 
been sustained, and having still pending and to receive more than eight thousand dollars, we could augment 
considerably the population of the province without compensation of the aforesaid sum, if an adjudication 
were made in full property to the said house of Forbes & Co., which I represent, a tract or round of land 
which is vacant, and which commences from the creek known as Sweetwater creek, on the river Apala- 
chicola, and runs directly west as far as the river Choctawhatchee, following the course of said river to 
its mouth, on the bay of St. Rosa, then eastwardly, winding along the shores of said bay and the sea, to 
the boundary of the lands onthe east of the Apalachicola, formerly ceded to our house by the Indians, and 
running along the western boundary of said land up the said river to the point of departure. I am aware 
that this land, which, for the greater part, is not capable of being cultivated, will not compensate for the 
fourth part of the sum which we claim, because the amount of our losses exceeds, as I have said, one 
hundred thousand dollars; but however it may be, this will be an additional incentive to the loyalty and 
obedience which we profess to our sovereign, and we do not wish that his Majesty should feel the detriment 
of such a large reimbursement, contenting ourselves with the hope that time and our industry may be 
productive of benefit to the said province, and augmentation to the royal patrimony. 

Wherefore, I pray your excellency that, in virtue of the recommendations contained in the corre- 
spondence between the commandancy of Pensacola and this government concerning the above-mentioned 
losses, and the information which I will shortly furnish in proof of them, you will be pleased to adjudicate 
in full property to the house of Forbes & Co., of which 1 am principal, and which I represent, the tract of 
land above designated, according to the points and boundaries explained, delivering the necessary titles 
of possession, with which we shall rest satisfied, content, and compensated for the claims of losses and 
indemnities demanded, &c., &c. (Signed) Don Pedro de Antonia de Ayala, John Forbes. Also, a copy 
of the decree of the captain general, dated Havana, January 5, 1818, as follows: “To be shown to the 
assessor general, that he may advise that which corresponds. (Signed) Cienfuegos, Miguel Mendez.” Also, 
a copy of notification to John Forbes. (Signed) Mendez. Also, a copy of decree of the captain general, 
dated Havana, January 5, 1818, as follows: “Having been inspected, let the petitioner of the house of 
John Forbes & Co., above mentioned, be received at the notary’s office, who is charged therewith, and let 
the testimony prayed for be taken, clothed with the usual forms; which done, let them be returned along 
with the foregoing. (Signed) Cienfuegos, Del Monte, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a copy of notification of the 
same to John Forbes, on the same day, by Miguel Mendez. Also, a copy of a decree of Ramirez, the 
intendant general, dated Havana, January 7, 1818, as follows: ‘Let it be done without prejudice 
to this jurisdiction. (Signed) Ramirez, Campuro, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a copy of a deposition in the 
following words, to wit: “I went to the house of Francisco Gutierrez de Arroyo, former secretary of 
the intendancy of West Florida, and now belonging to the intendancy general sub-delegate, who, having 
taken the oath usually prescribed to tell the truth, and being examined as to the tenor of the 
petition of John Forbes, after having carefully perused it, declared that, having resided in Pensacola 
from February, 1806, in the discharge of his office, he could testify, as an occular witness, that the 
acts alleged, for which an indemnity is demanded, are so certain and positive that no impartial person 
in that province can refuse to acknowledge. That the losses were enormous, not only in Pensacola, but 
also in the stores which the demandant held on the rivers Apalachicola and Perdido; that the Indians 
carried off the slaves on their establishments, concealing them during the residence of Colonel Nichols in 
that quarter, notwithstanding the remonstances of the government, on the commissions given afterwards 
to Don Benigno Calderon, captain of the Louisiana regiment, and other officers, as well as to various 
individuals; so that, in the opinion of the deponent, there is no exaggeration in the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars asked for as an indemnity for the aforesaid losses, comprehending more than one thousand 
head of cattle, yokes of oxen, draught horses, and all the utensils and other articles which were taken off 
from the stores of Forbes by the aforesaid Indians, for which not the smallest compensation has been 
received by the said house; it having also been the only one in Pensacola which has rendered important 
services to the sovereign. The respondent likewise declared that the above deposition is the whole truth 
in virtue of the oath; that he is fifty years of age; that the dispositions of the law do not affect him, &c., 
&c. (Signed) Francisco Gutierrez de Arroyo. Before me, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a copy of another 
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deposition, as follows: “In the city of Savannah, same day, month, and year, I went to the house of 
Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, his Majesty’s surveyor general, who, having made to me the customary 
oath to say the truth, and being examined in the same manner as the preceding deponent, declared that, 
during his residence at Pensacola, it has come to his particuiar notice that, in the various conflicts between 
the American Indians and the subjects of Great Britain, the house of Forbes & Co., established there by 
royal license for trading with the Indian tribes, suffered the most serious losses, as well in Pensacola as 
at the Perdido and Apalachicola rivers, by the aforesaid events and causes; and, although the deponent 
cannot state the amount of these losses and injuries, he thinks they must be very considerable. That the 
said house has rendered most important services at all times to troops of that station as well as to our 
lord the King, (ample proofs of which are to be found in the office of the secretary of this government. ) 
The respondent affirms all this to be truth, in virtue of his oath, &c., &. (Signed) Vincente Sebastian 
Pintado. Before me, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a copy of another deposition, as follows, to wit: “In the 
city of Havana, on the same day, I went to the domicil of Don Francisco Guerrero, captain in the Louisiana 
regiment, who, having made the usual oath, and examined as above, declared ‘that, duriug his long resi- 
dence in Pensacola, knew very positively that, in consequence of the warfare between the American 
Indians and his Britannic Majesty’s subjects, serious losses were suffered by the house of Forbes & Co.; 
that at the time Colonel Nichols was in that quarter the same Indians carried off and concealed a number 
of their negroes; that the same happened when Woodbine made himself their chief, and compelled them 
to steal away negroes and commit other acts of atrocity; that they carried off the quantity of cattle, oxen, 
and horses specified, after destroying the stores which belonged to the said house on the rivers Apa- 
lachicola and Perdido. That, though sundry steps were taken by the government in order to procure the 
restitution of the immense property of Forbes & Co. so pillaged, nothing was returned, so that the house 
was necessitated to claim the same of the sovereign, who was responsible for them. That there is no 
doubt the losses sustained do amount to the sum of $100,000, as well by an approximate calculation as 
for the important services which that house has ever rendered to the troops of that station and to our 
lord the King;’ (proof of which may be found in the secretary’s office of this government.) He also 
attests to the truth of the above, &c., &c. Francisco Guerrero. Before me, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a 
copy of another deposition, as follows: ‘“ In the city of Havana, same day, I went to the house of Don Fran- 
cisco Morales, captain of the Louisiana regiment, who, having taken the usual oath, &c., declared that, 
having long resided in Pensacola, and chiefly during the warfare between the American Indians and the 
subjects of Great Britain, he well knows that the house of Forbes & Co. suffered the losses expressed in 
the first of the preceding documents, &c., &c. (The rest of the deposition the same as the preceding.) 
(Signed) Francisco de Pablo Morales. Before me, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a copy of the grant or title in 
form, as follows: “Havana, January 10, 1818. Having inspected the above, together with the preceding 
documents, which were ordered to be sent to the assessor by decree of the 6th instant—taking into 
consideration the merits of the case, in which it appears that the house of Forbes & Co., established by 
royal permission in Pensacola for the purpose of trading with the Indian tribes, claims an indemnity of 
$100,000 for losses of various kinds sustained during the warfare between the American Indians and the 
subjects of Great Britain, and during the residence of Colonel Nichols in that province, and, also, when 
Woodbine, making himself their chief, instigated them to commit all kinds of robbery; upon all which 
the necessary representations were at that time made, without effecting a restitution to the said house of 
Forbes & Co. of any of the negroes, animals, or other property of which they were unjustly spoiled. And, 
on the other hand, considering that the tract of land which they ask for an adjudication of in payment and 
compensation of the aforesaid sum can never equal that amount, in a province of such small population, 
where the lands remain without cultivation, and no one turns his attention to improve them, according to 
the information which his Majesty’s surveyor general, Don V. §. Pintado, has received; but that, entering 
into the possession of John Forbes, principal partner of said house, he will have the means of turning said 
tract to use by introducing colonists thereon, and making it beneficial to the State, that which is at present 
waste and abandoned; which considerations moved his Majesty, in a royal ordinance of August 10, 1815, 
to offer lands to those who were willing to establish themselves in the island of Puerto Rico, as the most 
advantageous mode that could be employed for increasing population: Therefore, his excellency, making 
use of the faculties vested in him, has granted, and by these presents does grant the said tract of land to 
John Forbes & Co., under the points and limits designated in the first of the preceding documents, the 
said house remaining without any right of claim upon the royal treasury for the losses and injuries it has 
sustained, and with the value of said tract, whatever it may be, remaining compensated for everything, and the 
demands of said house for indemnity cancelled, and the governor of Pensacola, in virtue of this resolution, 
shall put it in quiet and peaceable possession of said tract. His excellency ordains the necessary docu- 
ments to be delivered to the said house, and the original to remain in the archives. (Signed) Cienfuegos, 
Del Monte, Miguel Mendez.” Also, a copy of a petition of Don Colin Mitchell, agent of the house of Forbes . 
& Co., as follows: “Excellent sir: The house of Forbes & Co., of Pensacola, through their attorney in this 
city, respectfully represents that, in the midst of the confusion in the public archives of that place, 
occasioned by the entry of the American army, they have preserved the act or original decree expedited 
by Don José Masot, political and military governor of the province of West Florida, in consequence of 
that issued by his supreme government relative to indemnity for losses claimed by their petitioners, and 
they having occasion for two copies of the latter, one of which to be annexed to the document existing in 
Pensacola, and the other for their own use, supplicate your excellency to order the same to be delivered, 
&c. (Signed) Colin Mitchell.” Also, a copy of a decree thereon, as follows: “ Havana, December 18, 1818. 
Having seen by the foregoing document what it expresses, let the testimony prayed for by the house of 
Forbes & Co. be given to them. (Signed) Cienfuegos. (Countersigned) Del Monte, Miguel Mendez.” 
Also, a copy of the act of possession given by Governor Masot, as follows: Don José Masot, &c., &e. 
Whereas, in obedience to the above superior decree of his excellency the captain general of this province 
of the 10th instant, by which, as an indemnity, is conceded to the house of Forbes & Co. a tract of land 
situated between the river Apalachicola to the east, and Choctawhatchee to the west, the ocean to the 
south, and on the north by a line beginning opposite to the creek known by the name of Sweetwater 
creck, situated on the eastern side of Apalachicola, about three and a half miles north of the bluff known 
by the name of Alum bluff, and running west to the Choctawhatchee; thence following the sinuosities 
of said river to its mouth on the bay of St. Rosa; thence winding along the eastern shore of the 
same to the sea, the high waters of which form the limits to the south, and till the line joins the limits 
of the land formerly acquired by the said house on the west of the Apalachicola, in front of the island 
of St Vincent; thence running along the limits of said lands to the river Apalachicola; thence the course 
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of said river to the point of departure of the line serving as the northern boundary line, opposite the 
aforesaid creck, called Sweetwater creek: therefore, and in obedience to the said decree of his excellency 
of the 10th instant, I put the said house of Forbes & Co. in possession of the tract of land above described, 
and, in consequence, declare and impart to them full and direct property in the said land, so that they may 
the same enjoy, possess, sell, or transfer, as they may judge proper, &c. Pensacola, January 23, 1818. 
(Signed) José Masot. (Countersigned) Carlos Reggio. All which foregoing documents are certified to 
be true copies by Miguel Mendez, second escribano of the government and cabildo, December 19, 1818, 
whose signature as such is accredited on the same day by Ramon Alvarez, José de Galinor, and Lorenzo 
Hodro, notaries public of the city of Havana. Also, an original order of ejectment given by Governor 
Callava, in the following words, to wit: Don José Masot, civil and military governor, &., &c. In conse- 
quence of the renewed application of John Innerarity, esq., I order and command all and singular person 
or perso.:s who may have occupied or established themselves on the lands or territory belonging to Messrs, 
John Forbes & Co., situated and bounded by and between the rivers Choctawhatchee and Apalachicola, 
unless by special permission of or agreement with the said Messrs. John Forbes & Co., that they shall 
definitively remove from the same within the peremptory term of ten days after the notification of this 
order; and in case of non-compliance within the time specified, they will be proceeded against according 
to law. The notification and execution of this order is intrusted to Mr. Jonathan Bunker, and, for the 
better confirmation thereof, it is to be translated into English by Don José Ignacio Cruzat; which trans- 
lation he is to extend and sign in continuation of this my order. Given in Pensacola, signed with my 
hand, sealed with the shield of my arms, and countersigned by the undersigned secretary of this govern- 
ment, this 8th day of October, 1819. (Signed) José Callava. (Countersigned) Carlos Reggio. 

The signatures to the transcript from Havana, and to the foregoing order of ejectment, proven by 
Joseph E. Caro by comparison of handwriting.—(See the letters of Manuel Gayoso de Lemos and Marquis 
de Casa Calvo, governors general of Louisiana and West Florida, copied in report No. 1.) 

Carlos Evans, being sworn, saith that, on the return of the grant for said tract of land made to the 
house of John Forbes & Co. by the captain general of the Island of Cuba and both the Floridas, there was 
a decree of Governor Masot putting the grantees in possession thereof, which possession they have held 
ever since; that a number of improvements have been made on different parts of the said tract by persons 
claiming under the grantees; that, in the year 1819, at the request of John Innerarity, Governor Callava 
issued an order ejecting a number of intruders, some of whom were imprisoned for disobedience of the 
order; and further saith not. 

Desiderio Quina, being sworn, saith that he is acquainted with all the foregoing facts stated by 
Mr. Charles Evans; and further saith that the said house, and those claiming under it, have held actual 
possession of the said tract of land ever since the year 1818, by virtue of a grant from the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, and a decree of possession given by Governor Masot; and 
further saith not. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


This grant for land on the west side of the river Apalachicoa to the house of John Forbes & Co. 
appears to have been made upon the same considerations with those on the east side, with this difference, that 
there is an acknowledgment of the intendant that the royal treasury was responsible to the said house for 
the losses sustained. The land lies in West Florida, and a title is made to the grantees conveying a full 
and direct property. In this case, as in the first mentioned, there is no negotiation with the Indians for 
a conveyance, although they are represented as having been guilty of the robberies by which serious 
losses were sustained. The reasons of this difference are not understood by the undersigned commissioners. 

The only question to be decided in this case is, whether so large a grant for such purposes could be 
made without a reference to the King, as was done in relation to the claim of Bastrop and others Upon 
this point we beg leave to refer to our general report upon large claims for an explanation of our views. 
They are general in their character, as the materials out of which they were formed are limited and 
imperfect. As classes of a similar description have frequently been reported to Congress for their 
examination, they are believed better prepared to decide them than the undersigned commissioners. They 
therefore respectfully submit the case to their determination. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





No. 3. 


A report of a claim of Fernando Yerra to a tract of land containing twenty-five thousand six hundred 
arpents, (25,600,) lying north and south, east and west, on Conecuh river, in the district of West 
Florida, by title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for 
ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned com- 
missioners, to wit: 


The claim of Fernando Yerra to a tract of land containing 25,600 arpents, lying north and south, east 
and west, on Conecuh river, is founded on the following title papers: 

An original decree made by Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor general of Louisiana, dated New 
Orleans, February 10, 1799, commanding Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, to put Fernando Yerra in 
possession of the land mentioned in the petition signed and dated as above. 

Also, an original plat and certificate of survey executed by Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, dated 
April 5, 1799, reciting that he executed the survey for the claimant in obedience to a decree of Manuel 
Gayoso de Lemos, governor general of Louisiana, dated February 10, 1799. 

Also, an original decree of concession made to the claimant by Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor 
general, countersigned by Andres Lopez Armesto, secretary, dated New Orleans, May 18, 1799. 

John de la Rua, being duly sworn, saith that he never heard of any such man in Florida named 
Fernando Yerra, or of any such claim as the one now presented; and further saith that he is well acquainted 
with the signatures of the governor general of Louisiana, Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, the secretary Andres 
Lopez Armesto, and Governor Vincente Folch, and that he does not believe either of the signatures to be 
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genuine; that he is also acquainted with the signature of Carlos Trudeau, and does not believe the 
signature attached to the certificate of survey to be his handwriting; and further, that he never heard of 
his being in this province. 

William MeVoy, being duly sworn, saith that he has lived in this place forty-two years, and never 
knew any such man named Fernando Yerra; that he knows Carlos Trudeau, the surveyor general, never 
lived in this province; and that the signature to the grant purporting to be that of Manuel Gayoso de 
Lemos dves not appear to be his handwriting; and further saith not. 

John Malagosa, being duly sworn, saith that Carlos Trudeau, the surveyor general, was not in this 
province until the year 1803; and proved the other facts stated by William McVoy. 


Opinion of the commisssioners. 


It will be perceived by the foregoing abstract of the title papers, and the testimony summoned in 
behalf of the United States, that the claim of Fernando Yerra to the above-mentioned tract of land will 
require but a brief opinion from the undersigned commissioners. They can have no hesitation in believing 
that the title papers exhibited in support of this claim are forged; and that Carlos Trudeau, who is made 
to certify the survey of the tract of land, was not the surveryor general of West Florida at the time the 
grant purports to have been made. 

They consider the claim invalid and fraudulent, and advise a rejection of it by the Congress of the 
United States. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





No. 4. 


A report of a claim of Millan de la Carrera to ten thousand arpents of land on the Escambia river, about 
sixteen miles north of Pensacola, in the district of West Florida, by title emanating from the Spanish 
government, with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaing claims and titles to land within the 
Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Millan de la Carrera to ten thousand arpents of land on the Escambia river, about sixteen 
miles from the city of Pensacola, is founded on the following title papers: 

An original petition, signed by Millan de la Carrera, dated May 4, 1804, addressed to Don Vincente 
Folch, governor general and sub-delegate of the intendancy, stating that, since the past year, 1798, he has 
had a saw-mill built to work by water, situated about five leagues from this town, and in the same place in 
which the English formerly had one constructed during the time they occupied this Florida, with respect 
to which the owners did not present themselves within the term stipulated in the capitulation, at the 
conquest of the province by the Spanish arms, nor within the prolongation of the said term afterwards 
accorded. The place therefore remains vacant and at the disposal of government. In virtue of all which 
he, the said Don Millan de la Carrera, supplicates your lordship that, in consideration of the great eapense 
which has been occasioned him by the aforesaid establishment, so useful to the service of the King, advantageous 
to the inhabitants, and encouraging to the settlement, your lordship will be pleased to grant him in full 
property ten thousand arpents of superficies within the following bounds, to wit: five thousand seven 
hundred and fifty arpents on the west side of the river Escambia, extending from Stony branch to a little 
above the aforesaid saw-mill, to be regulated by the figurative plan herewith annexed, which your petitioner 
has had taken for the sake of greater clearness; the said quantity of land not to interfere with an allot- 
ment of land of 300 arpents, or such number as your lordship may deem proper, for the inhabitants 
employed there to work since the commencement of the undertaking; and the remaining four thousand 
two hundred and fifty arpents on the east side of the said river Escambia, in the form following: 
from the northern and the southern extremes of the space figured in the plan, that is to say, from the mouth 
of Stony branch, and from the mouth of the branch on which stands the saw-mill, draw lines running 
northeast the distance which may be necessary to include the said number of arpents, so that sufficient 
timber may be had for the supply of the mill and pasture for the stock, and that this useful establishment 
may at no time hereafter be prejudiced. This grant, however, to be with the absolute exclusion of the 
islands, great and small, situated in the said river, within the extent petitioned for, which islands will be 
understood to remain vacant and at the disposal of government. The grace of all which he hopes to 
obtain of your lordship. 

Also, an original decree made by Governor Folch, dated as before written, stating that, in considera- 
tion of the well-known sums which the petitioner has invested in the construction of the mill he has 
established in the same place in which the English formerly had one, and of the benefit which results 
from it to the service of the King, and the encouragement of the settlement, the grant is hereby made to 
him of the ten thousand arpents of land that he requires, for the purpose he has stated, and which are 
described in the annexed figurative plan to be returned to him, together with his petition, and this decree 
upon it; all which documents to serve him as a formal title. (Signed) Vincente Folch. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Millan de la Carrera proved, by parol testimony, 
the signature of Governor Folch, annexed to the grant, and that a mill was erected, and large improve- 
ments made on the said tract of land above mentioned, about the year 1800, and was a fact of public 


notoriety. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


This is an anomalous claim, and is the only one of the kind presented to this‘board. It was made in 
consideration of the great expense to which the grantee had been exposed in building a saw-mill, which 
was acknowledged to be useful to the service of the King, advantageous to the inhabitants, and 
encouraging to the settlement, and such a quantity has been granted as was deemed by the sub-delegate 
sufficient to enable the grantee to supply the mill with timber and to pasture his stock. No conditions 
are attached to it, as the mill had been already erected. 
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For such a grant as this we can find nothing in the regulations of Morales by which it is authorized, 
These regulations provide only for sales and for gratuities for the purposes of pasturage and cultivation, 
We are, notwithstanding, apprised that the sub-delegates have been in the practice elsewhere of making 
grants of this description. The presumption is, independent of this circumstance, that the subordinate 
authorities of Spain acted within the pale of their powers. We are inclined to believe the claim a valid 
one, but of the correctness of this opinion Congress will be the best judge, as grants like the present 
have often been submitted to their consideration. If any doubts are entertained as to the power of 
Governor Folch, who made it, they may require the claimant to produce the law or ordinance under which 
he acted, or exercise a discretion to what extent they will give the grant confirmation. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON, 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT, 





No. 5. 


A report of a claim of Margarita Goquet, mother of Joseph Poll, to ten thousand arpents of land at the 
Big Spring of Chipola, in the district of West Florida, the title emanating from the Spanish govern- 
ment, with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the act of Congress 
approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories 
of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Margarita Goquet is founded on an original plat and certificate of survey executed by 
Don Pedro Reggio, deputy surveyor general of West Florida, on the day of , of ten thousand 
arpents of land at the Big Spring of Chipola. Also, an original decree of concession made by Don José 
Masot, governor, &c., countersigned by the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sousa and José Cevallos, bearing 
date October 16, 1817, made to Joseph Poll; also, an original grant by Governor Masot, countersigned 
by the same assistants, and bearing date November 18, 1817. 

Joseph E. Caro proved the signatures of Reggio, Masot, Sousa, and Cevallos. 

Joseph Moura, being sworn, saith that, in the year 1817, he assisted in transporting hands and _pro- 
visions to the tract of ten thousand arpents of land at the Big Spring, on Chipola, granted originally to 
Joseph Poll, in order to commence improvements and cultivation thereon; that five or six months after- 
wards he visited the same place, at which time they had built a house and cleared and enclosed a large 
piece of ground; that Joseph Poll was the son of Margarita Goquet, who inherited the said tract of land 
at his death; and further saith not. : 

Manuel Moura, being sworn, saith that he attended Joseph Moura when he visited the said tract of 
land at the aforementioned periods, and is acquainted with the facts stated by him; and further saith 
that the negroes employed by said Poll in the improvements and cultivation aforesaid absconded, and of 
which was never recovered; and further saith not. 

Joseph E. Caro, sworn, proved that the grant made to Joseph Poll, and presented by Margarita 
Goquet, is the handwriting of Francisco Gomez. 

Francisco Moreno, sworn, saith that Juan Miguel de Losada left this place in the month of November, 
1817, and that he acted as fiscal until that date, and that afterwards Manuel Armirez succeeded him; 
that he thinks the title papers in the above case are the handwriting of Francisco Gomez. 








Opinion of the commissioners upon the claim of Margarita Goquet to ten thousand arpents of land at the Big 
Spring of Chipola. 


The land claimed by the petitioner is situated about fourteen miles west of the Apalachicola river, 
around the Big Spring of Chipola, and purports to have been granted to José Poll by the governor and 
sub-delegate of West Florida for agricultural purposes. The title itself is an anomaly, being the only 
one, with a single exception, in West Florida in which the governor has attempted to make a grant of 
that magnitude to an individual claimant for cultivation. The undersigned commissioners can have no 
hesitation in believing that this grant would not have been confirmed by the superior authorities of the 
Spanish government, according to her laws and ordinances referred to in their general report on Spanish 
claims and the report on large claims, to which a particular reference is suggested for their views of the 
powers of the provincial officers of his Catholic Majesty, and the policy of the government in the con- 
cession of the domain. We cannot, however, dismiss this claim, with justice to the government of the 
United States, without a few additional remarks. It is believed that the Chipola country, the finest part 
of West Florida, in which this claim is located, was unexplored by and inaccessible to the Spaniards 
until some time after January 24, 1818, the period subsequent to which no claim is valid by the eighth 
article of the treaty. 

The grant bears date in October, 1817. The King’s attorney or fiscal, to whom the petition was 
referred, appears, from the title papers, to be Manuel Armirez, who is ascertained not to have been 
appointed to that office until November, 1817. All the genuine grants of October are made with the 
concurrence and intervention of Juan Miguel de Losada, who is now living in Havana. It is apparent, 
from the foregoing, that the grant is either antedated or forged. In addition to this, it is in the hand- 
writing of a young man who is proved, by the most incontestable evidence on our records, never to have 
been employed in the government office as an assistant, witness, or clerk, and who is also proved to have 
been only learning to write in that year, and to have been unable at that time to have written the hand 
in which the title papers appear, and who is also proved to have written a number of grants which are 
ascertained to have been fabricated in 1820 exd 1821. With such a combination of facts and circum- 
stances, added to the anomalous nature of inc claim and the want of power in the granting authority, 
the undersigned are of opinion that the claiiu is invalid, and ought to be rejected, which is respectfully 


submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 
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No. 6. 


A report of a claim to a tract of land containing 7,500 arpents, at a place called Belle Fontaine, in the 
district of West Florida, by title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of 
the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of an act of Congress, approved May 8, 1822, 
entitled “‘ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within the Territories of Florida,” by the 
undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of Vincente Crespo to 7,500 arpents of land, at a place called Belle Fontaine, 
in West Florida, about ten miles from the city of Pensacolo, is founded on— 

The petition of the heirs of Vincente Crespo, “respectfully representing that soon after the occupa- 
tion of this province by the Spanish authorities, in the year 1781, the father of your petitioner obtained 
from Arturo O’Neil, then governor and sub-delegate of West Florida, a grant for 7,500 arpents of land, 
situated at a place called Belle Fontaine, about ten miles from the city of Pensacola. That the said 
Crespo, the father of your petitioner, immediately after obtaining the grant aforesaid, made extensive 
improvements on the said land, which he continued to improve and cultivate for many years previous to 
his death. That, owing to the confusion and irregularity which prevailed in the office of record in this 
province for many years previous to its occupation by American authorities, all the official documents on 
which the claim of your petitioners depend have been lost or destroyed. And from the unfortunate and 
unprotected situation of your petitioners since the death of their father, the said Vincente Crespo, they 
have been unable to obtain any documentary evidence in support of their claim to the said land. But 
your petitioners are prepared to show to your honors the former existence of the grant aforesaid, and that 
the right of the said Vincente Crespo, and of his heirs, to the said 17,500 arpents of land was recognized 
and respected for more than twenty years by the Spanish government; wherefore your petitioners pray 
that they may be confirmed in their right. 

Joseph E. Caro, being duly sworn, saith that he has been intimate with the public archives since the 
month of August, 1819, and that he has never seen amongst them any document or evidence of title to the 
tract of 7,500 arpents of land claimed by the heirs of Vincente Crespo; and further saith not. 

Antoine Colein, being duly sworn, saith that in 1807 he first visited the tract of 7,500 arpents claimed 
by the heirs of Vincente Crespo; that there were some horses, a large field cleared, enclosed, and under 
cultivation, and some fruit trees growing. That the improvements were made at the instance of said 
Crespo, and, he thinks, from their appearance, have been made a number of years. That the said Crespo 
lived there four or five years subsequent to the year 1807, and that the said land has been in the possession 
of said Crespo, his heirs and agents, ever since that period. The said Crespo has been considered a man 
of wealth ever since he knew him, possessing some negroes, a large stock of cattle, hogs, and some 
horses. That when he came to this country in 1801 he sold to said Crespo one hundred and eighty head 
of cattle, and that he owned other cattle and five negroes at the same time, together with some horses; 
and in 1807 he was considered a man of wealth; and further saith not. 

Charles Lavalle says that in 1803 or 1804 he was upon the said tract of land, and saw some horses, 
and a large tract of land cleared, enclosed, and under cultivation. That when he saw the houses they 
did not appear to have been built many years. That about the year 1803 or 1804 the said Crespo was in 
the habit of branding from 200 to 280 calves annually; and that he accompanied him to Fish river, when 
he purchased 200 head of cattle; and that some time afterwards the said Crespo purchased a cowpen of 
Panton, Leslie & Co., for which he paid $20,000; and further saith not. 

Eugenio Lavalle says that about twenty-four years ago he visited the tract of land of 7,500 arpents, at 
the place called Belle Fontaine, claimed by the heirs of Crespo, and saw a number of houses and other 
improvements suitable for a cowpen; that Crespo had two negroes there, and supposes, from the number 
of pens and calves, that there were between two or three hundred head of cattle, together with some 
horses; that the improvements appeared to have been made some time; and further saith not. 

Joseph Maura says that he was upon the said tract of land more than twenty-three years ago, and 
has been there several times since, and saw, when first there, a large stock of cattle, seven or eight horses, 
and two negroes, belonging to Crespo; that Crespo was established and made improvements previous to 
the year 1800; and further saith not. 

John de la Rua says that he first saw the tract of land in the year 1813 or 1814; that the improve- 
ments then appeared to be very old, and consisted of some houses, and a large field cleared and enclosed, 
which seemed to have been under cultivation for some time, and has always understood the said land and 
improvements were the property of Vincente Crespo; that Colonel King now occupies the land by 
permission of Madame Crespo; and further saith not. 


Opinion of the commissioners upon the claim of the heirs of Vincente Crespo to seven thousand five hundred 
arpents of land. 


The petition of the claimants in the foregoing claim alleges the existence of a grant made by Arturo 
O’Neil to their ancestor for the above-mentioned tract of land which, by accident or casualty, has been 
mislaid or lost. 

The rule of law in relation to lost instruments is too familiar to require anything more than a 
reference to it. 

The claimants in the above case do not prove that there was a grant for any quantity of land; the 
witnesses summoned by them testify to improvements only which might have been made on the lands of 
the royal domain. 

There being no evidence of any title given by his Catholic Majesty or his lawful authorities, the 
undersigned commissioners are of opinion that the claim is invalid, and advise a rejection of it by the 
Congress of the United States. All of which is respectfully submitted. 


SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 
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No. 1. 


A report of a claim of Francisco Zurima to a tract of land containing 5,760 arpents, (five thousand seven 
hundred and sixty,) lying on the northern side of Escambia river, in the district of West Florida, by 
title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity 
to the provision of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining 
claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Francisco Zurima to a tract of land containing 5,760 arpents, lying on the northern side 
of Escambia river, is founded on the following title papers: 

An original decree made by Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor general of Louisiana, dated New 
Orleans, July 15, 1799, commanding the surveyor general or his deputy to survey and put the petitioner 
in possession of one square league of land, as he solicits, at the place mentioned in said petition, being 
vacant, and without interfering with a third person, drawing a figured plat of the same, and so done, to 
be remitted to him, in order to grant the petitioner the title in form; signed and dated as above. 

Also, an original plat and certificate of survey executed by Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, dated 
September 4, 1799, reciting that he executed the survey for the claimant in obedience to a decree of 
Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor general of Louisiana, dated New Orleans, July 15, 1799. 

Also, an original decree of concession made to the claimant by Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor 
general, countersigned by Andres Lopez Armesto, secretary, dated New Orleans, October 10, 1799. 

John de la Rua, being duly sworn, saith that he never heard of any such man in Florida named 
Francisco Zurima, or of any such claim as the one now presented; and further saith that he is well 
acquainted with the signature of the governor general of Louisiana, Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, and the 
secretary, Andres Lopez Armesto, and that he does not believe either of the signatures attached to the 
grant to be genuine. That he is also acquainted with the signature attached to the certificate of survey, 
signed Carlos Trudeau, and does not believe the signature to be his handwriting; and further, that he 
never heard of his being in this province; and further saith not. 

William McVoy, being duly sworn, saith that he has lived in this place forty-two years, and never 
knew any such man named Francisco Zurima; that he knows Carlos Trudeau, the surveyor general, never 
lived in this province; and that the signature affixed to the grant, purporting to be that of Manuel Gayoso 
de Lemos, does not appear to be his handwriting; and further saith not. 

John Malagosa, being duly sworn, proved the above facts, and further saith that Carlos Trudeau, the 
surveyor general, was not in the place until the year 1803; and further saith not. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


It will be perceived by the foregoing abstract of the title papers, and the testimony summoned in 
behalf of the United States, that the claim of Francisco Zurima to the above-mentioned tract of land will 
require but a brief opinion from the undersigned commissioners. They can have no hesitation in believing 
that the title papers exhibited in support of this claim are forged; and that Carlos Trudeau, who is made 
to certify the survey of the tract of land, was not the surveyor general of West Florida at the time the 
grant purports to have been made. 

They consider the claim invalid and fraudulent, and advise a rejection of it by the Congress of the 
United States. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





No. 8. 


A report of a claim to a tract of land of five thousand arpents, known vulgarly by the name of Garzon’s 
Point, situated about six and a half miles E.NE. from the city of Pensacola, in the district of West 
Florida, by title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provisions of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled ‘An act for 
ascertaining claims and titles to lands within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned com- 


missioners, to wit: 

The claim of Joseph Bonifay to a tract of five thousand arpents of land is founded on the following 
title papers: 

‘ copy of a plat and certificate of survey, executed by Vincente Sebastian Pintado, surveyor general, 
dated Havana, May 7, 1818, stating that Maria Garzon, Indian of the Tallapoosa or Creek nation, and 
widow of Antonio Garzon, interpreter to the Indians at Pensacola, having petitioned the governor of West 
Florida, February 20, 1817, and fully proved her right to the land known vulgarly by the name of Garzon’s 
Point, which Count de Galvez had permitted her deceased husband to occupy and possess in consideration of 
his good services, and which they occupied and possessed quietly for more than thirty years without inter- 
ruption. He applied to the intendant, Don Alexander Ramirez for a formal title, and his excellency having 
seen the contents of a second petition of 21st November last, the opinions of the ministers of November 
24, and that of the fiscal of January 23 of this year, he ordered a survey to be made of the said land, 
which is situated six and a half miles E.NE. from Pensacola in its nearest part, and 280 perches 
S.4SE. from the mouth of Trout creek, forming a peninsula or tongue of land, bounded on the north 
by Manuel Hernandez’s tract, other vacant lands, and those submitted for by José Bonifay, on the south and 
east by the bay of Sn. Mary of Galvez at its entrance, and on the west by the bay of Pensacola, as more 
fully appears by the annexed plat. And according to the extension which, without prejudice to a third, 
could be given to said land, and which was probably the very same assigned to the said Garzon, it 
contains of good, middling, and bad quality, about 5,000 acres, the locality not permitting the measurement 
with geometrical precision of all its sinuosities without incurring to the party expenses which she could 
not support, especially as exactness is not absolutely necessary, the limits on the borders of the said 
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neighbors being well defined. The whole, with exclusion of a strip of land which is to be free for a public 
road on the border of the two bays, and which, if necessary, must be seventy feet wide. 

Also, an original grant or title in form made to Maria Garzon, widow of Antonio Garzon, deceased, 
by the intendant, Alexander Ramirez, countersigned by Pedro Carambot, secretary of war, dated Havana, 
May 16, 1818, reciting that the said Maria Garzon presented a petition on the 25th October last, addressed 
to the intendant of Havana, with the annexed authenticated copy of the proceedings instituted before 
Governor Masot in the year 1817, in which the said Maria Garzon proved that the said Antonio Garzon 
was in possession of the said tract of land better than thirty years, which tract of land the said Garzon obtained 
by a decree of Brigadier Arturo O'Neil, governor general of the province of West Florida, ratified and confirmed 
by his excellency Count de Galvez, in consideration of his good services rendered as interpreter to the Indians 
of Pensacola. 

’ Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from Maria Garzon to the claimant, passed before Governor Masot, 
countersigned by Domingo Sausa and José Cevallos, assistant witnesses, dated September 22, 1811, certified 
to be a true copy by the same, persons on the same day. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Joseph Bonifay proved by parol testimony the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant, and that the said Antonio Garzon cultivated and 
possessed the above tract of land for thirty-eight years; that he had cattle on the same; and that the 
produce was brought to this place for sale by him; and that the grant was made to Garzon by Arturo 
O’Neil, governor general, for services rendered by him as interpreter. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


The certified copy of a plat and certificate of the former surveyor general of West Florida, as well as 
the grant of the intendant upon which this claim depends, are dated subsequent to January 24, 1818. 
Those officers, in regard to Florida, no longer existed; Pintado and Ramirez were irresponsible persons; 
and the former presents us with a copy, when we are entitled to the original, under the solemn stipulations 
of the treaty between Spain and the United States. How far such documents are admissible must be 
decided by Congress. 

In the certified copy of Mr. Pintado he avers that the survey was made in obedience to an order of 
the intendant, but does not give the date of the order or of its execution. The grant recites proceedings 
had before Governor Masot in 1817, which establishes the long possession of Garzon, and that he obtained 
the land by a decree from Governor O’Neil for his good services. Whether the grant was a gratuity upon 
the ordinary conditions, or for public services, we are unable to ascertain. From the adduction of proof 
to show Garzon’s long possession and cultivation of the land, we are induced to think it was a claim of 
the former description; and his services as interpreter was the inducement and not the consideration of the 
grant. Agreeably to the treaty of 1784, by which the Indians were incorporated as Spanish subjects, 
the grant could be made to the widow Garzon by the intendant; but we submit it to Congress to 
decide whether Governor O’Neil was competent to make such a grant as a gratuity or as a remuneration 
for public services as an Indian interpreter. Garzon’s family and flocks are not proved to have warranted 
the first, and we are not advised how far his good services authorized the second. Feeling ourselves 
somewhat at a loss for an opinion in this case, we have submitted its determination to the superior 
information of Congress. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





No. 9. 


A report of a claim of Pedro de Alba to 18,900 arpents of land upon the peninsula between Pensacola 
bay and St. Rosa’s sound, by a title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the 
evidence reported in conformity to the provisions of an act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned 


commissioners, to wit: 


Most Itxustrious Sirs: Don Pedro de Alba, with due respect, exposes to your honors, that having a 
quantity of cattle, and there being a scarcity of convenient pasture ground to secure their preservation and 
breeding, he has not as yet been able to obtain this object; on the contrary, he is daily losing his cattle 
on account of the past and present critical circumstances, as your honors well know, from the notoriety 
of the injury done to all other inhabitants in this part of their wealth. He is therefore under the necessity 
of looking out for a more secure spot for his cattle; and considering that the other side of the bay from 
Deer Point, as far eastward as he may want, would be very convenient for him, he supplicates your honors 
to grant him the necessary license for passing over his cattle and forming a cowpen; which favor he trusts 
will be accorded him on account of his usefulness to this place. Pensacola, March 28, 1814. Peter Alba. 

I certify that, at cabildo held this day, amongst other things, the following was agreed upon: “And 
finally was read another petition from Don Pedro de Alba, begging permission to form a cowpen on the opposite 
side of the bay from Deer Point eastward, to where he may have occasion for, upon which the members 
determined to grant him the permission he solicits on condition that he shall not prevent the inhabitants of 
this place from cutting any kind of wood on that spot.” In witness whereof, I hereby give this, which I sign 
in Pensacola on the 28th day of March, 1814. Joseph Maria de la Pena, secretary. 

To his excellency the governor: Don Pedro de Alba respectfully submits to your excellency that he 
has in possession a quantity of cattle, and there being a want of convenient pasture ground for securing to him 
their preservation and breed, he has not been able to find what he has occasion for; on the contrary, he is 
sustaining a daily loss by reason of the late and present critical circumstances, your excellency well 
knows, from the notoriety of the general injury done to the other inhabitants in this branch of their 
wealth; and considering the fitness of the opposite side of the bay, from Fan or Deer Point, eastward to the 
spot where he had put up a fence, which cost him $200, to shut his cattle and horses, which he passed over 
in the year 1814, and which the English and Indians, as it is well known, destroyed; and, in order to 
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proceed in transporting his cattle, he supplicates your excellency most graciously to grant him the said spot 
in the same manner as those granted to other inhabitants, &c., dc. Pensacola, October 24,1817. Pedro de Alba. 
. Pensacola, October 24, 1817. To be passed to the assessor general and auditor of war. Masot. 

Pensacola, October 24,1817. Let Don Pedro Reggio, as surveyor pro tempore, advise whether the 
land which the petitioner asks for be vacant, or of the domain; and if it is so, let this be shown to the 
fiscal of the royal finances, that he may thereon make what observations he may think proper. Hernandez, 

To his excellency the governor and sub-delegate of royal finances: The petitioner solicits a grant 
of a tract of land which lies between Deer Point, or the west cape of the small point formed by the bay 
of Pensacola and the straits of St. Rosa, and a fence which he says was made by him in the year 1814, 
and which the Indians and English destroyed. I am ignorant of the spot where the fence was erected, 
but from the demand of the petitioner I conclude it was eastward of the point called Careening Point, 
which is opposite to this place, on the other side of the bay. By decree of the 25th of September last 
your excellency was pleased to grant to Don Eugenio Lavallet, an inhabitant of this place, 800 acres in the 
same spot and peninsula. By decree of the 24th of October last your excellency also granted to Jayme 
Barcelo, of this place, 800 acres on the spot called Shell Hill, which piece of land is to the east of the preceding, 
bounded on the south by the aforesaid strait; consequently these two tracts form a part, if not the whole, 
of that which Don Pedro de Alba solicits, unless the fence which he mentions be one which existed and 
began near the mouth of the river Jordan, or Yellow Water, and terminated at the straits of St. Rosa. 
In this case, the tracé of’ land which the said Don Pedro de Alba asks for would consist of nearly 18,000 
square acress; abating the 1,600 granted to Lavallet and Barcelo, there would remain 16,400 acres, which I 
consider Indian territory, as I have already informed your excellency in the petitions proffered by Lavallet 
and Barcelo. Your excellency will resolve what you may think more proper, &c., &c. Pensacola, 
November 3, 1817. Pedro Reggio. 

Be it communicated to Don Pedro de Alba. [Two flourishes. ] 

To his excellency the governor and sub-delegate of the royal finances: Don Pedro de Alba respectfully 
represents, that, in consequence of the notification given to him of the petition which he presented on the 
24th of October last, in which he solicits the land lying between Careen and Deer Points, and from thence 
to the spot where he erected a fence, part of which was destroyed by the Indians, and in consequence of 

? what Don Pedro Reggio has informed your excellency, he declares that on March 28, 1814, there was 
granted to him a piece of land of which he now solicits the title, by the cabildo which then governed in 
this place, agreeably to the annexed documents; in consequence of which, he ordered a fence to be erected, 
and passed over, as is well known, thirty-eight breeding cows, two bulls, seven horses, and four negroes, all 
of which were on the other side at the time that the English and Indians retired from this place for Apalachicola, 
carrying with them the cattle, horses, and two negroes, after having killed the remaining two for not allowing 
them to rob the provisions they had for their own use ; for which reason he considers himself entitled to the 
said land, having possessed it for four years, taking into the account the loss which he equally sustained of 
all the lumber which he had prepared for a house of forty feet front, and ready to be transported to the 
neighborhood of Deer Point, and burnt by the Indians; and notwithstanding the 800 acres granted to E. 
Lavallet and as many to J. Barcelo, which was the choice of the whole tract; in consideration of all which, | 
and of what he has declared, requests your excellency to grant him the land which he solicited in his first 
petition for said purposes. Pensacola, December 3, 1817. Pedro de Alba. 

Pensacola, December 20, 1817. In consequence of what the minister pro tempore of the royal 
finances gave as his opinion on the 19th December instant, at the instance of Mary Weaver, stating that 
the Indian nation had no claim to the lands which the petitioner asked, nor even to others more distant, 
as was also decreed by the minister principal, Don Juan Miguel de Losada, in the similar case of Jayme 
Barcelo: Therefore, let there be granted to the petitioner the acres of land which he solicits; for which end 
these proceedings are to be passed to the surveyor appointed, that he may put him in possession of them, 
after notice being given to the neighboring claimants, and without prejudice to a third party, drawing 
out a plot which shall be presented to this office in order to obtain the necessary title; let the costs be 
paid by the petitioner, and a copy of these proceedings to be left at the office to give information to the 
superior authority for his approbation. Masot. Sausa. Cevallos. 

This is a true copy of its original, which remains in ‘public archives, which I certify; and at the 
request of the party I grant this in six folios of common paper, the sealed not being in practice. . Pensa- 


cola, August 2, 1819. : 
JOSE CALLAVA. 
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José CEVALLOs. 
Dominco Savsa. 


Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, captain of infantry, surveyor general of West Florida for his Majesty, 
now in this city, by the deposition of Don Alexandro Ramirez, intendant, &c., &c.: 


The ayuntamiento (town council) of Pensacola, having, at their meeting of March 28, 1814, acceded 
to the petition of Pedro de Alba, senior, praying leave to establish a cowpen on that side of the bay 
opposite to the town, from the point called the Carenero (Careening place,) continuing eastward as far 
as occasion may require, it became necessary that the extent should be determined, in order that it might 
be ascertained what portion of that tongue of land appertained to the royal domain, and I effected that 
object by limiting him to the spot where he had begun an enclosure, fifteen English miles distant from 
the most westerly point of the Careening ground, by a line drawn from said spot due south until it meets 
St. Rosa’s sound; the space enclosed by the same containing twenty thousand five hundred superficial arpents, 
more or less, according to the notes in my note book No. 3. And inasmuch as said land was granted to 
said Don Pedro de Alba by the sub-delegation of the royal finances of that province, in a decree of the } 
20th of December last, but, with respect to the extent and configuration of the same, some doubts have 
occurred to the deputy in said province, in consequence of his not knowing what its eastern boundary 
was to be, and of two precedent grants having been made by the same sub-delegation of eight hundred 
arpents each—the one to Eugenio Lavallet, and the other to Jayme Barcelo, the plots of which have not 
yet come to my hands, and of the situation of the first of which only I am informed; having, moreover, 
been notified of all these circumstances by a copy of the decree of said tribunal, and by a letter of Alba 
himself, dated the 22d of December, it becomes necessary to clear up this difficulty, and to settle the 
affair on terms on which none of the parties can suffer any injury, and whereby each may know what 
belongs to him by reason of said grant, and may peaceably undertake his labors, and reap the fruit of his 
industry, #7 being the particular province of the surveyor general to settle differences and disputes of this nature. 
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The following remarks must be attended to, for whose better understanding and observance the accom- 
panying figurative plan will be of service: 

1. That at no time, and for no reason whatsoever, (except in the case which will be mentioned 
further on,) can Don Pedro de Alba pretend to or claim more land towards the east than is designated 
in the foregoing plat, signed by me this day, and having for its boundary the north and south line drawn 
at fifteen English miles distant from the most westerly point of the Careening ground, agreeably to the 
limitation made on January 2, 1815. 

9. That the twenty thousand five hundred arpents superficies contained in the tract represented in 
the plat are reduced to eighteen thousand nine hundred, by reason of the grants to Lavallet and Barcelo, 
mentioned by the deputy in his report of the 3d of November last year, which are not represented, because 
the surveys of them have not arrived, but of which positive information has been obtained, that the first 
is situated at the point A on the plat, and the other will be laid on the spot which its tenor may require, 
without the possibility of any opposition on the part of Don Pedro de Alba. 

3. That Don Vincente Ramo having solicited two thousand five hundred arpents superficies on the 
western part of said tongue of land, and space marked on the plot with the letters B, C, D, E, by a 
petition of September 28, 1817, addressed to the superintendent, and pursuant to his decree of October 2 
following, reported by me on the seventh of the same month, and the concession or refusal not having yet 
come to my knowledge, the said Pedro de Alba should be notified that, in case the grant has been made, 
he must not resist or oppose possession being taken of said land, but his eighteen thousand five hundred 
arpents are to remain complete, leaving out the space F, which is still a part of the royal domain, and is 
destined for the above-mentioned purpose. 

For a perpetual testimony of the same, and in order that no difficulties may arise hereafter between 
the parties, I give the present on file, in the city of Havana, this fifteenth day of January, one thousand 


eight hundred and eighteen. 
VINCENTE SEBASTIAN PINTADO. 


I, Don Joseph Callava, knight of the military order of St. Hermenegildo, decorated with the cross of 
distinction of the battle of Almocid, colonel in the royal armies, and military and political governor of 
the province of West Florida, &c.— 

Do certify that, in the month of August last, Don Pedro de Alba presented to me a grant of land 
made to his father by the sub-delegation December 20, 1817, situated on the opposite side of the bay, 
requesting that he might have a copy and that the original might remain, as is customary, in evidence of 
the same in this public archive. But owing to the confusion of the papers in the months of December, 
January, and February last, when an invasion was apprehended from the American troops, at which 
time the archives of the province were carried with great precipitation to Fort St. Carlos de Barrancas, 
it is presumable that the said original documents may have been mislaid or mixed with other papers; and 
although the assistant witnesses have searched for them by my order, they have not come to light amongst 
the archives. 

In testimony whereof, I give the present certificate at his request, in order that it may serve at all 
times, and before any tribunal whatever, as an evidence of the unlucky accident which befel said original 


decree. Pensacola, March 21, 1820. 
JOSEPH CALLAVA. 


Ambrose Crane, being affirmed, saith that, in the month of July or August, 1819, he settled upon a 
piece of land in Santa Rosa’s sound, and that in a conversation shortly afterwards with Peter Alba he 
acknowledged that his claim only extended to the Spanish Old Fields, and that if he, Mr. Crane, was 
beyond them he was not on his land; and further saith not. 

Eugenio Lavalle, sworn, saith that Pedro Alba, senior, made a plantation on the above tract of land 
previous to the year 1814; that he had some cattle and horses on the land and hands at work; that he 
was obliged to abandon it in consequence of hostilities of the Indians in the year 1814, returned to it in 
1817, and has been in possession ever since, and that he was on the land in the year 1814; and further 
saith not. 

Joseph Noriega, sworn, confirms the above facts stated by Eugenio Lavalle. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


From an examination of the foregoing title papers, it will be seen that this claim originated under 
the constitutional government of Spain, in the year 1814, upon an application to the ayuntamiento, or 
cabildo, of West Florida, for permission to graze cattle on the other side of the bay from “ Deer Point as 
far eastward as the petitioner might want.” This permission was granted to him upon a condition 
prescribed by the cabildo that clearly indicated an intention not to give any title of property; and, 
admitting them to be competent to do so, which is very questionable, it would have been done subject to 
the approval or rejection of the provisional junta of Havana, according to a decree of the Cortes, then of 
binding authority, as a law of the Spanish government. We have every reason to believe that such a 
grant would never have been confirmed to any extent greater than the quantity allowed for cowpens by 
the regulations of the governor general of Louisiana, and the intendant and superintendant general of 
that province and West Florida, which is a quantity far less than that claimed by the petitioner. The 
act of the cabildo could, at best, only be considered as a permit of settlement, which, if occupied for a 
number of years, according to the usages and laws of the province, would have entitled Mr. Alba to a 
concession of eight hundred arpents of land. The claim in its further progress is entirely an anomaly. 
The claimant, aware that he had no right derived from the license of the cabildo, petitioned the governor 
for a grant of the land to the place where he had built a fence some time before, which is a vague 
designation of the limit of the land petitioned for, and is since ascertained by the testimony to be a point 
that would only include in the area about 3,000 instead of 18,900 arpents now claimed by Mr. Alba, 
and to cover which he has, according to the evidence of Mr. Crane, selected a point of considerable 
distance up the sound for the location of his fence, not thought of by him so late as the year 1819. It will 
be seen by the report, purporting to be that of the surveyor, that he does not comprehend the extent of 
the application, and does not give any satisfactory information upon which a grant for a specific quantity 
might be given; and,the governor, contrary to established usage and the laws and ordinances of the 
Spanish government, has made a decree of concession without any knowledge of the quantity, and without 
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reference to, or the intervention of, the fiscal, or King’s attorney, whose opinion was always required in 
regular grants, as will be seen by reference to our general report on Spanish claims, and the formation of 
the tribunal of the intendant or sub-delegate, according to the laws of the Indies. The certificate of the 
surveyor general in relation to the land is an extra official act made subsequent to January 24, 1818, and 
therefore would be entirely disregarded if it did not bear internal evidence of the time and object for 
which it was written. It is confidently believed that no survey was ever made of the land; and hig 
intention, in his office at Havana, was to give figure and dimension to that which had none before, and to 
fabricate himself a title for the claimant that he himself did not think of until 1819, when the province 
was surrendered to the United States. The certificate of Governor Callava is worthy of particular 
remark. He certifies that in August, 1819, Don Pedro de Alba presented to him a grant, requesting that 
the original might remain in the office, and a copy be delivered to the claimant. By the organization of 
the Spanish tribunal, the original grants, at the time they were made out, are required to be placed in the 
office, and entitled diligencias, (proceedings, ) a copy of which is delivered to the party interested. This 
decree of concession purports to have been made in 1817, and how Mr. Alba should have had the original 
in August, 1819, is a matter entirely unexplained. If it was a genuine original, why did not the claimant 
keep it in his possession, as he had done from the year 1817? But, in consequence of the confusion of 
the papers, says Governor Callava, the original was lost! It is somewhat extraordinary that this paper, 
which was deposited for safe keeping in a public office, in which by law it ought to have remained, should 
have been the only one of which we have any account in our extensive examinations which is alleged to 
have been lost in the confusion of that expected invasion. If this grant was fabricated, the claintant 
could, with greater prospect of success, impose upon the government of the United States by a certified 
copy than the original, with all the signatures and rubrications, and that will more reasonably explain 
the loss of the one deposited in 1819. It will also be observed that, as an inducement to this grant, Mr, 
Alba alleges the loss of his cattle, horses, and materials for a house, and, in consideration of what is set 
forth in his petition, the concession is made; and, notwithstanding the grant, he has presented a claim 
against the United States for the same losses, and made affidavit that he had never received any com- 
pensation. From a view of the claim and evidence, the undersigned commissioners are of opinion that 
the governor and sub-delegate of the province was not invested with power to make such a grant, and 
that it never would have been confirmed by the superior authorities of the Spanish government, allowing it 
to be genuine; but, from its irregularity and questionable shape, they cannot advise a confirmation of it. 
All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 
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CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 183 


1825.] 





GENERAL REMARKS. 


No. 1. In many of these claims the cultivation was proved to have been continued to the present 
time. It was considered unnecessary to inquire into or record these facts further than the performance of 
the conditions required. No. 8. This claim is an island granted for 800 arpents, more or less. 

Nos. 10, 11, 12. In these claims the concession is given with a decretal order of survey in 1817, and 
the titles in form given in 1818. In such cases the titles are confirmed upon the concession or order of 


survey. ; ; 
No. 21. Plat and certificate incorrectly returned. No. 41. This grant was made to the vicar for the 


uses of the Catholic church. 

No. 75. Confirmed, subject to the restrictions and conditions contained in the grant relative to the 
defence of Pensacola, and garden lots laid out by the English authorities, upon the original plan of the city. 

No. 76. Title papers lost. Confirmed, subject to any restrictions or conditions which the laws and 
usages of Spain impose, if any, upon grants of land contiguous to forts, &c. 

No. 77. Much of this island subject to inundation. No. 78. This grant was made principally for the 


urpose of cutting wood. 
No. 79. This grant was made to enable the grantee to supply timber for the royal works and fortifi- 


cations at Barrancas and St. Rosas. 
No. 80. Original title papers lost. Proved to have been cleared and cultivated many years before 


the concession. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





A. 


The examination of most of these claims was made under the acts of Congress passed on May 8, 1822, 
and February 27, 1823. Although it would appear from the abstracts, which are framed agreeably to the 
regulations of Morales, that the lands were designed for cultivation alone, yet it is a fact that the greater 
number of cases were intended both for pasturage and agricultural purposes, and some for the former alone. 

These grants, concessions, and orders of survey were proved to have emanated from his Catholic 
Majesty, or his lawful authorities in the Floridas, prior to January 4, 1818. The claimants adduced satis- 
factory evidence of their having substantially fulfilled the conditions imposed upon them, either before 
the date of the treaty between Spain and the United States, or; having been prevented by the recent 
circumstances of the Spanish nation and the revolutions in Europe, completed them within the time 
limited in the same, respectively, subsequent to that period. It was also in proof that the orders of survey 
have been actually executed anterior to January 24, 1818, agreeably to the requisitions of the act of 
Congress passed May 8, 1822. 

In our examinations under the act of Congress passed February 27, 1823, we have ascertained the 
facts of actual settlements prior to the cession of the Floridas to the United States, and particularly as 
indispensable to authorize us to decide claims over 1,000 and under 3,500 acres. Where our inquiries 
have been directed by the act passed on February 28, 1824, upon the presentment of the originals, we 
have only required the deraignment to be made out by office abstracts for the last ten years preceding 
the surrender of Florida to the United States, with a deed or devise to the claimant, and a compliance 
with the conditions attached to the claim. 

A concession is merely a grant of the land petitioned for before the making out of a formal title. The 
first is generally made when the order of survey is decreed, and the last after the plat and certificate are 
returned, and conditions, if any, are performed. Where the concession and titles in form are both filed, 
we have given the date, &c., of the first, and noted the other in the column of general remarks. 

The sub-delegates and intendants of Havana have, in some instances, proceeded to complete the claim 
subsequent to January 24, 1818. In such cases we have considered the claim barred by the treaty, unless 
there was a grant, concession, or order of survey actually executed prior to that time. The commissioners 
did not consider themselves authorized to recognize any act of the Spanish authorities as legal after that 
period. They have thus investigated such claims, noting the subsequent steps in the column of general 
remarks. 

The original grant upon which some of these claims are founded has not been filed, but only recited 
in the mesne conveyances, by which the deraignment is satisfactorily completed. In a few instances the 
year only is mentioned in which the grant was made by the Spanish government; and in others the name 
of the sub-delegate from whom it was obtained. We have in these cases given the date of the oldest 
mesne conveyance. 

We have also included in this class claims where the original grant has been filed; but there is one 
or more links in the chain of title found to be absent between the grantee and present claimant. 

It was the practice where a grant was made to deposit the original in the office of finances to be 
recorded, and the claimant was given a certified copy. These records were not permitted to remain in 
this province, but were all removed to the Havana several years since. Others were destroyed by the 
pirates, as is in proof before us, on their passage to that place. Some obtained possession of the originals, 
but others did not; and the above causes combined are alleged by the claimants as a reason to account 
for the absence of original title papers. Where the oflice of alcalde has contained any important document 
connected with the claims, we have had it submitted to our inspection, or obtained certified extracts 
therefrom; but, except as to the mesne conveyances, we regret to say that we have been enabled to procure 
very little information from that quarter, as it was not the office in which originals were recorded. 

_ By the regulations of Morales mesne conveyances were made before the commandants of posts, who 
were directed to see that the seller presented to the buyer the title which he has obtained; and in addition, 
being careful to insert in the deed the metes and bounds, and other descriptions which result from the 
title, and the proces verbal of the survey which ought to accompany it. In West Florida this duty was 
not only executed by the governor, but by the escribanos or notaries of government; and under the 
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WRITTEN PERMITS OF SETTLEMENT. 


These claims are founded upon written permits obtained from, the governors of Florida, which secure 
to the petitioner the undisturbed occupation of the land for the purposes of grazing and cultivation. It 
was an indulgence extended by the Spanish government to indigent persons who were unable to bear the 
expenses incident to a concession or complete title, and to foreigners who avowed an intention to become 
resident subjects. By the decree of November 22, 1806, strangers and foreigners could only obtain a 
grant after long residence in the country, which was in entire conformity with the policy of Spain in all 
her American provinces. During this state of protection they occupied the land; and, after being put into 
possession, it is understood that they never were deprived of it where they performed the usual conditions. 
The permits in both of these cases were followed by a concession whenever the means and conveniences 
of the parties authorized them to make the application. Their right to it was considered by the Spanish 
authorities as incontestable. In the eye of the Spanish law these inchoate titles were viewed as property; 
they descended by inheritance, and were transferred from one to another by private contract. 

This species of claim is distinguished from a concession in this: that in the latter it was uniformly 
the practice to order the surveyor to run out the land, either before or after the grant, and put the party 
in possession. In the case of written permits of settlement no such formality was used; the petitioner was, 
in the first instance, simply authorized to occupy, cultivate, and pasture a particular tract of land without 
molestation. 

The commissioners are of opinion that these claims are valid where the conditions usually attached 
to gratuitous grants have been performed by the claimants prior to January 24, 1818, or since that time, 
if entitled to the indulgence contained in the eighth article of the treaty. It is believed that they con- 
stitute the most equitable titles in Florida. No fraud can attach to them; they are in conformity with the 
policy of the Spanish government in the settlement and cultivation of her domain, and have always been 
recognized by her authorities as entitled to complete grants. The board of commissioners west of Pearl 
river reported in favor of claims of this description; and in the second section of the act passed March 2, 
1805, for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to lands within the Territory of Orleans and 
district of Louisiana, and the second section of an act confirming claims to lots in the town of Mobile, &c., 
passed May 7, 1822, provision was made for their confirmation. 

The first article of Morales’ regulations provides that the quantity to be granted, where a gratuitous 
concession is made, shall amount to a number of arpents as large as the petitioner shall be judged capable 
to cultivate, according to the number of his family, and the number of beasts to be pastured. In some cases 
before us the quantity thus appropriated is stated in the permit, in others no such provision is to be 
found. It has, however, been usual to grant such claimants 800 arpents, which is a limit fixed by the 
regulations of Morales, and not to be exceeded in gratuitous concessions, unless the number of the 
petitioner’s family, his beasts to be pastured, and his ability for cultivation, recommend a departure from 
the common rule. In the case before us there is no proof to bring them within the reason of the exception, 
and they cannot, consequently, be entitled to more than 800 arpents, laid off in the usual form. 


All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





C. 


Abstract of claims to land in West Florida, founded upon sales made by the Spanish government, and which 
have been confirmed by the undersigned commissioners. 






































% —& |s% 2 é 
RC r=] 3 = 3 aa @ 
2 By whom claimed. Original vendee. 2 3 S 3 : Where situated. FS & 5 ES By whom surveyed. 
£ 5 0 Z a5 » = a 
E Z a |2° a 2 
1 | Joseph Noriega ....| Domingo Hernandez] Sale...| Mar., 1813 800 | Bay of Escambia...; Cabildo........} June 21,1814 | Vincente 8. Pintado 
Q J eceeeedQ cece weoees| Martin de Madrid..|..do....| Mar., 1813 COO occa AOs- cows: .<cchovsens A0eee conap CUNEO OIE | occesseOOcavesscnss 
3 | Mariana Bonifay...} Francisco Tonard..|..do....| Mar., 1813 800 |.... 000. do.....- vocslesceeeGOvccccce-| JUNE 14,1814 | ...c00cdO.. cece. cece 
4 | Manuel Bonifay....| Bernardo Prieto....|..do....| Mar., 1813 2d Vagal! sis\a, OOserccisincewes|awcwcs dO... cocces| JUNC 2, 1812 | 0000 c00cedOee eee seve 
5 | Millan de la Carrera} Mariano Latady....|..do....| Mar., 1813 | 1,600 | River Escambia....|...0.+dO..seee0-| Mar. 3, 1814 |. 00. 0000dO.. cece ceee 
6 | Jos. Antonio Miralla| Vincente F. Texciro|..do....| Mar., 1813 800 | Bayou Texar.......]..000. O.. cccee | Mar. 3, 1814 | 0.0. ccccdOre cece eee 
7 | Juan Innerarity....] Ygnacio Serra.....|..d0-...| May, 1815 735 | Perdido river.,.....; Gov. José de | May 20,1815 |.....0.-dO.scceeceee 
Soto. 

8 | John Donalson. .... Pedro Reggio...... .-do....| Feb., 1816 | 331-10) Adj’ng PensacolaW.|......d0....... | Feb. 26,1816 |.... ...d0...... cece 
9] Thomas English ...| Millan de la Carrera}..do... | Mar., 1816 800 | Perdido river...... |cccecdO.ccceses)] NOV. 751835 |.200.00- Osc ccceces 
10 | Pedro Philibert..... Pedro Philibert.....|..do... .| Mar., 1816 800 | N. of Bayou Mulatto)...... O.. cocces| Dec. 12, 1814 | 000 000. dU. cece cece 
11 | Pedro Alba, sr...... Pedro Alba, sr. ....|..d0.. | Mar., 1816 23) West of Spring road.|......d0..-.... Dec. 26,1817 | Pedro Reggio...... 





The largest number of these sales were made by the constitutional ayuntamiento, or cabildo, established in West Florida, under a provision of 
the Spanish constitution, and a decree of the Cortes in 1812, 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 


This class of claims is founded on sales made by the governors of Florida, in conformity with the regulations of Morales, at the “ price of estimation,” 
and by the constitutional ayuntamiento, by virtue of a provision of the constitution of Spain, and a decree of the Cortes promulgated in the year 1812. 
The last mentioned claims, like gratuities, were subject to the revision of the superior authorities, and demonstrates a regular chain of responsibility 
in every change of the Spanish government, from the subordinate tribunals to the sovereign. Ail the acts of the cabildo were to be submitted to the pro- 
vistonal junta of Havana. As these claims are for small quantities of land, and the purchasers having paid a valuable consideration for the same, combined 
with the uninterrupted possession for many years, the undersigned commissioners are of opinion that they are valid, and would have been completed 
under the Spanish government upon the application of the vendees. ‘They have therefore given them confirmation. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 
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These claims have been rejected by the undersigned commissioners for various considerations. Some 
were believed to be antedated and fraudulent, and others contrary to the laws and ordinances of Spain. 
The claimants, in some instances, failed to fulfil, substantially, the conditions of their grant within the 

eriod required by the regulations of Morales, and were unable to show that they were entitled to the 
additional indulgence contained in the 8th article of the treaty between Spain and the United States. 
Where the party was proven to be entitled to this indulgence, there was no evidence adduced to prove 
that he or she had availed themselves of it. In other cases it appeared that the claims had not emanated 
from his Catholic Majesty, or his lawful authorities in West Florida, prior to January 24, 1718, or that the 
order of survey had not been actually executed anterior to that period. The claimants did not make 
out such a title as would have been valid under the treaty and acts of Congress or the laws and 
ordinances of Spain. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





H. 


Abstract of claims to land in West Florida, founded upon actual inhabitation and cultivation previous to 
February 22, 1819, for which certificates of confirmation have been granted by the underigned commissioners. 








| 
































6 Occupation and 
; > a £ cultivation. 

5 By whom claimed. Age. = z Where situated. § General remarks. 

F g° | 

L. | a & = From— | To— 

1 | Pablo Palmes....e.cecee: cece 21 640 | NE. of Pasa del Indio.............| 1817 | 1820 | As these claims are located in a section of 
country where the lands are not valuable, 
the commissioners have considered it 

| advisable, in all cases, to allow 640 acres, 

2 | Vicente Batelongue ....see- 21 640 | North of Bayou dela Foucha.......} 1818 | 1824 

3 | John Gayler...... Siewisie steer 21 640 | NW. and SE. of Pine Barren creek..| 1817 | 1824 

4 | Benjamin Hadley......eeeeee 21 640 | Rich Lands ponds...... CEE ee Li 1819 

5 | Joel A. M’David...coes sovess 21 640 | On Claiborne road.......-seeeeeeeee| 1817 | 1824 

6 | James WiKING 60.00.0006 c00e0 21 640 | Atthe head of Indian Pass.........| 1818 1819 

7 | Druny Manning. ... see. eeeses 21 640 | West of Escambia river............| 1819 | 1821 

8 | Needham Parker. .... secees- 21 640 | East side of Escambia river.........| 1818 | 1819 | Confirmedsoas notto interfere with Miguel 

| Quigles. 

9 | Elijah H. Holmes........ oes 21 640 | NE. of Edgely’s creek ....sesee++.| 1818 | 1819 

10 | Henry O'Neal ..... cescccces 21 640 | West of river Escambia............| 1819 | 1824 
11 | Abraham Pringle...seeceeeee| 21 640 | North of river Escambia........0.6.| 1819 | 1824 
12 | Joseph Nelson. ...0scecececse- 21 640 | East side of the Escambia river.....| 1818 | 1819 
13 | JacoD Reker. .occ0s cesceessee 21 640 | East side of Escambia river.........| 1817 | 1824 
14 | Jonathan Bunker.....eseeee. 21 640 | East side of Choctawhatchee river..; 1817 | 1820 
15 | Nathaniel Hawthorn,........ 21 640 | Pine Level, Edgely’s creek..... weee{ 1818 | 1819 
16 | James Bruster. ..ccsccscesess 21 640 | East side of Escambia river........| 1819 | 1821 
47 | Thomas THI, .cccecccee cece 21 640 West of Escambia river....cceeeeees| 1819 | 1820 
Sh ea ae ee ee ee raiole — asieet a 
All which is respectfully submitted. SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


CRAVEN P. LUCKETT. 





Commissioners’ Orrice, Pensacola, January 20, 1825. 


Sir: In compliance with the requisitions of the several acts of Congress organizing the board of 
commissioners in the district of West Florida and regulating their duties, the undersigned have the honor 
to transmit herewith the following abstracts and reports, in addition to those already forwarded to your 
department: 

First. A special report upon claims exceeding 3,500 acres, with the opinions of the commissioners, 
numbered from 10 to 11. 

Second. Special reports on conflicting claims emanating from the British and Spanish governments, 
with an abstract of the evidence, numbered from 1 to 80. 

Third. An abstract and report upon claims to lots in the village of St. Carlos de Barrancas, marked I. 

Fourth. An abstract and report upon sales at auction which have been rejected by the undersigned 
commissioners, marked K. 

Fifth. An abstract and report upon claims to lots laid out on the public square by the cabildo of 
Pensacola in 181314, marked L, with a plan of said alteration. 

Sixth. An abstract and report upon British claims, marked M. 

Seventh. A general abstract and report upon claims, some of which fall within the preceding classes, 
and others of an anomalous character, marked N. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 

Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorn, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 
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First. A special report upon claims exceeding 3,500 acres, with the opinions of the commissioners, numbered 
from 10 ¢o 11. 


. 


No. 10. 


A report of a claim of Vicente Sebastian Pintado to six lots in the city of Pensacola, Nos. 11, 13, 14, 15, 
16, and 18, situated between the squares of Ferdinand and Seville, and also the space of eround situ. 
ated between Seville square and the bay, bounded by high ws ater in calm weather, besides 10,000 
arpents of land and water situated in the district of West ¥F lorida, in the different places designated 
by the figurative plats presented, and the description of each set forth and mentioned in the followin 
certificates from A to F, by titles emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the 
evidence reported in conformity to the provisions of an act of Congress approved May 8, 1829, 
entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Terr itories of Florida,” by the under. 
signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Vicente Sebastian Pintado to the above seven lots and 10,000 arpents of land, derived 
from Spanish titles, is founded on an original grant, or title in form, made by Don Alexandro Ramirez, 
intendant and superintendent general of the Island of Cuba and city of Havana, &e., &e., stating that 
whereas Vicente Sebastian Pintac 0, surveyor general, presented a petition to this ‘intendancy the 19th of 
November last, stating the considerable expenses he had incurred by his removal to this city by my order, 
in agreement with that of the c captain general, for affairs interesting to his Majesty’s service, and also the 
removal of his family, sacrificing his property, and praying that, as an indemnity, there may be conceded 
to him, in full property, six lots in the town of Pensacola, among those which were put up to sale in 1813 
by a resolution of the town council then existing, situated between the squares which, in the general plan 
made out in 1808, were named, the one Fer dinand VII, and the other Seville, designated i in the same plan 
by the Nos. 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 18; also, the space of ground situated between the said Seville square 
and the bay, bounded ‘by high water in calm weather , the corners of the lots of Beltran Souchet, Thomas 
Villaseca, and that reserved for a hospital, and besides 10,000 arpents of land in West Florida, in the 
situations to be designated. And having transmitted the said petition to the fiscal of royal finance by 
decree of 20th of November last, he having taken into consideration the truth of what was advanced by 
the said surveyor, his well known merits, the engagements he had contracted in removing himself and 
family to the city, and the impossibility which he states of subsisting on his scanty emoluments, consented 
that his petition should be granted; I therefore decreed, on the ith instant, as follows: “In conformity 
with the fiscal, and considering the merit and services of Captain Don V icente Sebastian Pintado, I con- 
cede to him the six lots and 10,000 arpents belonging to the domain which he asks for in West F lorida, 
without prejudice to a third; and on condition of building on the one and cultivating or improving the 
others in the most beneficial manner, according to the regulations on that matter for the peopling of that 
province, given to me in charge by his Majesty, let a little be given to him for the lots according to the 
plan presented, and that for the lands as soon as the desc ription is presented under his responsibility i in 
this respect as surveyor general of that province, to whose sub-delegate and minister of the royal treasury 
shall be given the necessary orders.” Wherefore, making use of the powers invested in me by the King 
and in his royal name, I concede gratuitously to the said surveyor, Don Vicente Sebastian Pintado, the six 
lots designated in the plan under the Nos. 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 18, and the piece of ground indicated in 
the same plan as having 204 English feet and 4 inches between the corners of the lots belonging to 
Beltran Souchet, Thomas Villaseca, and that reserved for a military hospital, with a prolongation of its 
lateral lines to and on the bay, as far as the pebbly ground, or where the bank of sand terminates, in 
order that, as his property, he may, without prejudicing a third, the same to enjoy, possess, sell, or alien- 
ate, at will. In faith whereof, I have ordered this title to be made out. (Signed) Alexandro Ramirez, 
intendant general, Countersigned by Pedro Carambot, Secretary of War. Dated Havana, December 
17, 1817. 

Also, an original certificate, marked letter A, for 1,181 arpents, situated on the west end of St. Rose’s 
island, from the point called Siguenza, at the entr ance of the port of Pensacola, extending four English 
miles to the east, and terminating at a line drawn from sea to sea, north and south, with all that is 
included in this arid and barren space, and bounded on the east, north, and south by the sea, conformably 
to the annexed plat. 

Also, certificate B, nineteen arpents situated on the lands at the western extremity of Pensacola, 
fronting the bay of the same name, which bounds it on the south; through this land passes the creek of 
the Aguada, from its mouth in the bay to the lands conceded or sold to Don Pedro Reggio, with which, 
and others of Forbes & Co., it is bounded on the north, on the west by lands of Don Francisco Maximi- 
liano de San Maxent, and part of the second creek of the Aguada, which makes a natural limit from its 
mouth a small way upward, and on the east by Pensacola, leaving between the necessary streets and 
roads. 

Also, certificate C, an extension of the waters of the bay of Pensacola, whose superficies is equal to 
an area of 718} arpents from the east point of the mouth of Bayou Chico to the west point of the mouth 
of Bayou Texar, and a line drawn southwest by the compass 95 Parisian perches into the bay from the 
said first point, and another line of 100 perches in length from the second point into the bay, in the same 
direction ‘southwest which includes all the front between the mouths of the Bayous Chico and Texar, 
between which lies the town of Pensacola, all according to the plat annexed, which represents the firure 
of said extension in the water, and the limits in the bay of Pensacola; those on the side of the land and 
beach between the said two points of the said creeks being a curve produced by the highest tides in calm 
weather, and with its depth from the surface of the water “till ten feet lower than the present bottom, or 
towards the centre of the earth, throughout all the space embraced by the plat; considering it as a solid, 
since it contains the three dimensions of length, breadth, and depth; but excluding that part which was 
conceded to me by the same title with the other lots, and which is also designated in the plat annexed, as 
likewise the wharf of Forbes & Co., also therein designated, and which they have been for many years in 
possession of; the whole in full property, and for the obje ct of building wharves and bathing-houses, 
saving and excepting not only his Majesty’s rights but also those of the public, whenever it may ‘be found 
convenient to build wharves with municipal or other public funds, this concession being solely to the 
exclusion of individuals. 
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Also, certificate D, a piece of ground of 2,281} arpents situated on the east side of the river Escambia, 
or rather its eastern branch, which forms the island called Antonio, lately granted to Don Francisco Bonal, 
at about sixteen miles from its mouth, in the bay of Escambia, and twenty-two miles N.NW. from Pensa- 
cola, bounded on the north and east by public lands, on the south by lands lately ceded to Don Thomas 
Villaseca, and on the west by said branch of Escambia. 

Also, certificate E, another tract of land of 5,000 arpents situated on the west bank of the Escambia 
river, between it and Pine Barren creek, about thirty-one miles NW. quarter N. from Pensacola, bounded 
on one side by the said river, 1,300 Parisian perches in front thereof, according to its course upwards, 
reckoned from its confluence with said Pine Barren creek, which bounds on the other side, and by public 
lands on the remaining side. 

Also, certificate F, another tract of 800 arpents, to complete the 10,000 arpents conceded to me, 
situated on the east side of the Escambia, at about thirty-six or thirty-eight miles N.NW. of Pensacola, 
in front of those selected by Juan Malegosa, to petition for on Turbin’s Bluff, signed Vicente 8. Pintado. 
Dated Havana, December 12, 1817. 

Also, an original grant or title in form, similar to the preceding one, for lots made to the surveyor 
general, Vicente S. Pintado, by Don Alexandro Ramirez, intendant general, countersigned by Pedro 
Carambot, secretary of war, for the 10,000 arpents of land as described in the foregoing certificates. 
Dated Havana, December 17, 1817. 

Pablo Palmes, being duly sworn, saith that he was for some time a clerk in the office of intendancy at 
Havana; has often seen Ramirez, the intendant, and Pedro Carambot, the secretary, sign their names; 
and believes, from his familiar acquaintance with their signatures, that those affixed to the grant of 
10,000 arpents of land to Vicente S. Pintado are genuine; and also believes the signatures of the same 
subscribed to the grant of the six lots in Pensacola to be likewise genuine; and further saith not. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


As the whole amount of lands and lots embraced in these claims was included in one concession 
before the titles in form were given, we have considered it our duty to report the case to Congress. The 
lots Nos. 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, and the space of ground situated between Seville square and the bay, 
bounded by high water in calm weather, and as described in the above title papers, are reported in our 
abstract of sales by the cabildo, and gratuitous concessions on the public square of Pensacola. For an 
opinion in relation to these lots see our report upon that class, marked L. We have further to remark, 
that no evidence has been adduced to prove that Mr. Pintado ever built upon those lots in compliance 
with the condition imposed by the grant of the intendant. 

The grant of 1,181 arpents on the west end of St. Rosa’s island, as described in certificate A, is 
worthy of some attention. It will be seen that this tract extends from a point called Siguenza, at the 
entrance of the port of Pensacola, and at the lower extremity of St. Rosa’s island. It embraces the point 
on which Fort Arruinado stood, on the western side of the island, opposite to Fort Carlos de Barrancas, 
and upon which it is believed the Spanish government always had batteries erected for the defence of the 
entrance into the bay of Pensacola. This position seems to have been an indispensable auxiliary to that 
of Barrancas, and could not be appropriated to any other purposes but those of defence. It is an “ arid 
and barren space,” as described in the certificate, and entirely unfit for cultivation; under such circum- 
stances, it is difficult to believe that the Spanish authorities would make such a grant as long as they 
expected to retain possession of the country. 

The only remark we have to make relative to the 19 arpents described in certificate B is, that it 
embraces almost the whole of the space reserved, upon the English plan of Pensacola, for a navy yard 
and a watering place for the shipping, as well as several lots on the east side of the Aguada, laid out 
agreeably to the aforesaid plan of said city, which may be seen in the General Land Office at Washington 
city. It is a little singular that this reservation should have been continued until the year 1817, and then 
granted to Mr. Pintado, including a block-house which had been erected by the Spanish authorities for 
the defence of the city. 

The space described in certificate C includes almost the whole of the shoal water, &c., in the bay 
immediately contiguous to the city of Pensacola, and extending about two miles from the mouth of Bayou 
Chico to that of Bayou Texar. It was granted for building wharves and bathing houses, and saves and 
excepts not only the rights of his Catholic Majesty, “but also those of the public, whenever it may be 
found convenient to build wharves with municipal or other public funds, this concession being solely to 
the exclusion of individuals.” We believe this grant contrary to the laws of nations, as well as the 
municipal laws of Spain, and ought not to be confirmed. 

A river or bay consists of three things—the water, the bed, and the bank. The last includes shoals 
and sand bars, covered with water at ordinary stages of the sea or river, as well as the band of land 
lying between high and low water mark. The bank shore, or beach, consists of battwre above and below 
the water. The first is formed of the land beyond the reach of the highest floods; and the second, that 
which lies under the water and the land lying between high and low water mark. 

This batture belongs to the adjacent proprietors. It is a natural right, and applies to urban as well 
as rural possessions. 

Whilst a river, or the bed, is covered with water, the public have a right to the use or servitude in 
them as common property, as in the case of roads and highways. As soon as they are deserted, or alluvions 
are formed free from inundation, or reclaimed by levees, &c., they become private property. ° 

The property of the banks belongs to those- whose fields or lots are contiguous to the sea, bay, or 
river. Although they may be a given number of feet deep, yet, if their dimensions bound and butt them 
upon the beach, they are considered as extending to the water’s edge, and the contiguous proprietors are 
entitled to alluvion. These bankg are not sold or measured, but are understood to pass as an accessory 
to the field or lot sold. This is even the case where a public road intervenes which is not permitted to 
break the continuity of the claim. If the road is laid out on the bank of the sea or river, the public cannot 

own the ground on which it runs, unless it is so expressly stipulated, and can only have a servitude in it, 
as it passed with its principal the adjoining land. These positions are not only true in relation to limited 
Jields which go to the sea or river, but are equally applicable to those without limits. 

“The water fountains, the places where fairs and markets are held, where the city councils meet, the 

sandy places on the banks of rivers, belong separately to the commons of cities and towns, because they have 
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been appropriated and granted for the common use of each city, town, castle, or other place.”—/( Partidas, 
tit. 28, l. 9.) 

The same work, upon the subject of sale and purchase, tit. 5, 1. 15, declares “ that public squares 
roads, threshy grounds, rivers, and other waters, which belong to the King, or the commons of any city, cannot 
be sold or alienated.” This authority would seem to be conclusive in proving that the land covered } 
water and granted to Mr. Pintado belonged to the commons of Pensacola, and could not be alienated. 

The lots in Pensacola do not belong to the King, but to individuals, and their dimensions carry them 
to the water’s edge at high tide. There is shoal water, or batture under the water, for some distance towards 
the channel. Although there is a use or servitude in a public road on the beach, yet it was not stipulated 
that the public owned the ground, and it does not, as we have already remarked, break the continuity 
and present any impediment to the right of alluvion. The grants of Santiago Coleman, Manuel Hernan- 
dez, and José Bonifay, fully explain everything relative to the road. These grants were made on the bay 
above Pensacola, and they provide that a portion of the shore shall be left to “form a free and public 
passage along the coast, without prejudice to the rights of alluvion and avulsion.” The adjacent proprietors, 
then, were entitled to the batture as an accessory which passed with its principal. The line in front wag 
one of admeasurement, and not entirely a line of boundary, and the lot was sold per aversionem, and not ad 
mensuram; that is, it was disposed of in the gross, and not by the measure, or so much per acre. 

The King, in this case, had no right to the bank, or alluvion shoals, or sand bars, and could not 
alienate them. As long as the bed of the river is covered with water, the public have a right only to the 
use or servitude of that element for the purposes of navigation. As regards this use, it is common property, 
and is only an appendage of sovereignty. The sovereign is barely the trustee of this common right; he 
can only prescribe laws how it is to be enjoyed, but cannot dispose of it, or reduce it to severalty. If 
the water advances upon the proprietors of the adjoining lands, they sustain the loss; if accretions are 
formed, or the water retires from the shore, they are entitled to the increase. This is naught but justice, 
and no doubt entered into the consideration paid for the lots when they were purchased. The Roman law, 
which was generally adopted in France and Spain, and the decisions of France and England, will, we 
believe, sustain the truth of these positions; we cannot avoid the belief, therefore, that this grant is illegal, 
even admitting that it emanated from his Catholic Majesty; and it is a provision of the common as well as 
civil law “that all patents, orders, &c., contrary to right and law, shall not be executed, and judges are 
directed to disregard them.” 

For an opinion in relation to the lands described in certificates D, E, and F, we beg leave respect- 
fully to refer to our general report upon Spanish claims, as also that upon large claims. Although plats 
are filed in all these cases, they are dated December 12, 1817, without being accompanied by certificates 
of survey. We therefore presume that they never were surveyed; and no proof has been exhibited to 
show that Mr. Pintado even cultivated or improved these lands “‘in the most beneficial manner, according 
to the regulations on that matter,” for the peopling of this province, in compliance with the conditions 
imposed by the grant. 

These grants appear to be gratuitous, conveying a full property in the lands and lots, and intended as 
an indemnity for losses sustained. They are copies from the Havana, obtained subsequent to January 24, 
1818, when we were entitled to the originals under the solemn stipulations of the treaty between Spain 
and the United States. This fact, combined with the character of the claim to part of the bay and St. 
Rosa’s island, is calculated to create a presumption of fraud in relation to both of the grants. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


No. 11. 


A report ef a claim of John Forbes to an island in the river Apalachicola, containing from six to eight 
thousand acres, more or less, by a title emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of 

the evidence reported in conformity to the provisions of an act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, 

entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land in the Territories of Florida,” by the under- 

signed commissioners, to wit: 

The claim of John Forbes to the above island is founded on the following title papers and testimony 
exhibited in support thereof, to wit: 

May it please your excellency: John Innerarity, special attorney of Mr. John Forbes, begs leave 
respectfully to represent, that, as appears by the accompanying documents, No. 1, and its translation, No. 
2, the principal chiefs, leaders, and headmen of the Lower Creek and Seminole towns, in consideration of 
the important services which the said Mr. John Forbes has rendered them, and the signal regard with which he 
has treated them since the year 1785, when the house and stores of Panton, Leslic & Co. were established in this 
province, unanimously resolved and determined, at a meeting held at the town of Tuscatalofa, on the river 
Chattahoochie, on the 10th day of April of the last year, 1810, to cede and convey, gratuitously, and of 
their. own free will, to the said Mr. John Forbes an island of about seven miles in length and one or more 
in width, situated in the river Apalachicola, opposite to the store or factory which now exists there; to 
have and to hold the same in all its extent, or dispose of it in favor of his heirs and assigns. In virtue 
whereof, and as the said cession is shown to be ratified by the document No. 3, signed by the aforesaid 
chiefs before his honor the commandant of the fort of Apalachy, nothing else is wanting excepting the 
interposition of your excellency’s authority to confirm the said cession and order the issuing of a title in 
form, in the same terms as that issued to the house of Panton, Leslie & Co., and the one about to be issued 
to Messrs. John Forbes & Co., which request he prays your excellency to grant. Pensacola, June 7, 1811. 
(Signed) John Innerarity. 

Granted, with the understanding that Mr. John Forbes cannot dispose of the island in question, nor 
alienate it, without the express consent of this government, and that its acquisition is understood to be 
on the same footing as that for which a confirmatory title was issued December 3, 1806. (Signed) Folch. 

I, Don Marcos de Villiers, captain of the regiment of infantry of Louisiana and civil and military 
commandant of this fort, certify that on this present day seven chiefs of the Seminole nation presented 
themselves before me, viz: Capitza Micco, Kinghachee of the Miccasucky town, with his principal warrior, 
Catcha Tustunnuggie, and the two principal chiefs, Aza Micco and Cossa Facho, Yahulla Emathla, with 
his principal warrior, False Facho, of Chisquitalufa, and Ninni Humata Tustunnuggie, of Totohuitlee; 
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who, after having given me their hands in token of friendship, declared that they acknowledged the fore- 
going signatures, made by some of themsel ves and the chie, 8 of their nation, to be legitimate and true, and that 
the gratuitous and generous cession contained in the foregoing instrument of writing was just and valid, having 
been executed with the full consent of all the nation, in whose name it was published and signed. In testimony 
whereof, I sign the present, with two assistant witnesses, at St. Mark’s, Apalachy, this twenty-fifth day 
of May, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. (Signed) Marcos de Villiers. (Signed) José Urcullo, 
Lorenzo Vitrian. 

At a congress of the chiefs and headmen of the lower towns of the Creek nation of Indians, held in the 
village of Tuskatalofa, on the river Chattahoochie, in the month of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, composed of the following persons, viz: Payne, chief of the Seminole towns, Capitza Micco, Ufala 
Hadjoe, Hopoi Hadjoe, Tuskai Micco, Hopoi Micco, Yahulla Emathla, Efa Micco, Tootlea Tustunnuggie, 
Annai Micco, Nunni Humata Tustunnuggie, Tuskai Hadjoe, Juan Musquito, Juan Meally, Checha Tustun- 
nuggie, Toothea Hosee, Tuskai Langhata, y Halaghta Tustunnuggie. Whereas we, the aforenamed chiefs 
and headmen of the Lower Creeks, for sundry good causes and considerations, have unanimously resolved 
and determined to cede and convey to John Forbes, esq., merchant, of Pensacola, in West Florida, a 
certain island in the river Apalachicola, at present belonging to us, and situated opposite to our actual 
trading store on the said river Apalachicola, which island we compute to be about seven miles in length 
and a mile in breadth, be it more or less, in order that the said John Forbes may hold and possess the same 
in all its extent, and for his sole use and benefit. And we, the aforesaid chiefs and headmen, in our own 
name, and in that of all the Lower Creek nation, whom we represent, do cede, and have ceded, all our right 
to the said island, conformable to the usage of Indians, in favor of the aforesaid John Forbes, esq., his heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns, now and for evermore. In testimony whereof, we have hereunto 
affixed our hands, with our signatures or marks. Done at Prospect Bluff, Apalachicola, this twenty- 
second day of April, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. Mark of Attaly, for Tustunnuggie Checha; 
mark of Hopoie Halaghta, by Chupalocky; mark of Hopoie Mitco, mark of Yahulla Emathla, mark of 
Capitza Micco, mark of Tuska Micco, mark of Hopoi Cuchee, mark of Miccasuky Tuskinia, mark of Cuessa 
Emathle, mark of Yahulla Hadjoe, mark of Ninny Humata Tustinnuggie, mark of Eupala Hadjoe, mark 
of Ufala Micco, mark of Tulahta Hadjo, mark of Wasseca Tustunnugie, mark of Tustunnuggie Chackus- 
kany, mark of Tuskai Hadjoe, mark of Juan Meally. Signed and delivered in our presence: Edmund 
Doyle, Daniel Blue, William Hambly. 

I, Don Vicente Sebastian Pintado, surveyor general of this province, exercising the functions of public 
interpreter, which office is at present vacant, certify that I have made the preceding translation truly and 
faithfully, according to the best of my understanding and capacity, and according to the literal sense of 
the annexed paper in the English idiom, and at the instance of Mr. John Innerarity, attorney of Mr. John 
Forbes. Pensacola, June 22,1811. (Signed) Vicente Sebastian Pintado. Costs, 227s. 

Whereas, at a meeting of the chiefs of the lower towns of the nation of Creek Indians and Seminoles, 
held at Chisquitalufa on the twenty-sixth of April of the preceding year, one thousand eight hundred and 
ten, it was unanimously accorded and resolved by said chiefs, in the name of their towns and nations, to 
cede, gratuitously and generously, to Mr. John Forbes, an island which is situated on the western side 
of the river Apalachicola, fronting the place where the factory belonging to the house of Messrs. John 
Forbes & Co. is established, the limits of which, according to the instrument of writing in the English 
language, signed and executed by them in favor of the said John Forbes, esq., under date of the twenty- 
second day of April of the present year, in the said factory, at which we also assisted, accompanied by 
Mr. William Hambly, as agent and interpreter of the said John Forbes, esq., and Mr. Daniel Blue, a half- 
pay English officer, in the capacity of a surveyor, to trace the line, which runs thus: beginning its course 
from the place called the Three Mouths, running up the river Apalachicola, on the western side, for about 
nine miles, more or less; from its mouth it follows in different directions to the distance of about a mile 
and a half higher than the place where the said factory is situated, the directions, courses, and distances 
of which appear more particularly in the plan or map annexed to this deed, which island we have ceded 
to the said John Forbes, esq., to have and to hold the same, or to dispose of it at his option, and, as such, we 
order that it may be observed and respected by all, now, from henceforth, and forever. Given at St. Mark’s, 
Apalachy, in presence of his honor the commandant of said post, Don Marcos de Villiers, and the 
subscribing witnesses, on the twenty-fifth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. Mark of 
Capitza Micco Kinhachee, mark of Cacha Tustunnuggie, mark of Aza Micco, mark of Coosa Facho, mark 
of Yahulla Emathla, mark of False Hacho, mark of Ninni Humata Tustunnuggie. We, the undersigned, 
declare that, although we were not present at the demarcation of the aforementioned boundary line, we 
know and are well satisfied with its accuracy and justness; and, in conformity, we sign the same on the 
day of the date, in presence of the commandant of this fort, interpreters, and assistant witnesses. Mark 
of Nocose Opay, mark of Cowa Emathla, mark of Tustunnuggie Facho, mark of Micco Hadjoe, mark of 
Nocose Hadjoe. ‘ 

Don Marcos de Villiers, captain of the regiment of infantry of Louisiana, tommandant and sub-dele- 
gate of the department of finance in this fort, certifies that, at a meeting held this day, the chiefs and 
warriors composing the same signed the foregoing paper in my presence, as also Don Felipe Prieto and 
Mr. William Hambly, by whom its contents were interpreted to them, with the intervention of the under- 
signed assistant witnesses. Apalachy, this twenty-fifth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
eleven. (Signed) Marcos de Villiers, Felipe Prieto, William Hambly, Lorenzo Vitrian. José Urcullo. 

Don Francisco de St. Maxent, colonel of infantry, tieutenant colonel and commandant of the regiment 
of infantry of Louisiana, political and military governor, ad interim, of this province: I certify that the 
foregoing documents are conformable to the original record on file in the secretary’s office of this govern- 
ment, and of the title delivered to the attorney of Mr. John Forbes; in evidence of which, I give the 
present under my hand, sealed with my armorial bearings, and countersigned by the undersigned secre- 
tary of this government. Pensacola, this twentieth of December, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. 
(Signed) Francisco Maximiliano de St. Maxent. (Signed) Pablo Larin. (Loc. Sig.) * 

Also, an original confirmation, or title in form, given by Governor Folch, countersigned by the secre- 
tary of the government, which reads in the words following, to wit: 

Don Vincente Folch y Juan, brigadier general of the royal armies, military and political governor of 
the province of West Florida, inspector of the troops of the line and militia thereof, vice regius patronatus, 

judge, sub-delegate of the superintendency general, &&, &c.: Whereas Mr. John Innerarity, attorney of 
Mr. John Forbes, has represented to me in his memorial of the seventh day of the present month, that the 
principal chiefs, leaders, and headmen of the Lower Creek and Seminole Indians, at a meeting held at the 
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town of Tuskatalofa, on the river Apalachicola, on the tenth day of April of the preceding year, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten, unanimously resolved and determined, gratuitously, and of their own free will, to 
cede and convey to the said Mr, John Forbes an island of about seven miles in length, and one or more in 
width, situated in the river Apalachicola, facing the store or factory established there, in consideration of 
the important services which he has rendered them, and the regard he has shown them since the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-five, when the house of Messrs. Panton, Leslie & Co. was established, 
for which purpose the different chiefs, leaders, and headmev assembled at Prospect Bluff, Apalachicola, on 
the twenty-second day of April last, together with Mr. Edmund Doyle, agent of Mr. John Forbes, Mr. Daniel 
Blue, surveyor, and Mr. William Hambly, agent and interpreter, and signed the deed of cession and 
conveyance of the said island, which they ratified on the twenty-fifth of May last, before the commandant 
of the fort of St. Mark’s, Apalachy, Don Marcos de Villiers, and the official witnesses; the said chiefs and 
leaders being headed by the principal chief of the Mickasuky town, Capitza Micco Kenhachee, with other 
chiefs of the tribe commissioned for the purpose, and the ratification being renewed by another deed of 
the same date, with the marks of the chiefs in question, and certified by the aforesaid commandant, Don 
Marcos de Villiers, with the official witnesses, Don José Urcullo and Don Lorenzo Vitrian, and signed also 
by the interpreters, Don Felipe Prieto and Don Guillermo Hambly, it appears that the said island begins 
at a place called the “Three Mouths,” distant about nine miles from the mouth of the river Apalachicola, 
and ascending the said river from the said place, in different directions and courses on the western side of 
the same, to about one and a half mile above or opposite to the site where the factory is at present estab- 
lished; and whereas it was one of the conditions and stipulations for the establishment of the said house 
that the government should afford it every possible support and assistance within its control for the recovery 
of their Indian and trading debts and claims, in order to preserve that friendship and good harmony which 
is so requisite; and this concession not being contrary to our laws, and to the sovereignty of our Catholic 
monarch, I gave my decree to the aforesaid memorial on the eighth day of the present month, in the 
following words: ‘“ Granted, with the understanding that Mr. John Forbes cannot dispose of the island in 
question, nor alienate it, without the express consent of this government, and that its acquisition is 
understood to be on the same footing as that for which a confirmatory title was issued on the third of 
December, one thousand eight hundred and six;” and the cession of the said island having been solemnly 
confirmed by the aforementioned deed of the twenty-second of April last, signed. by Attaly Tuskaman, 
Katchela of Chupaluckee, Hopoie Holaghta, Hopoie Micco, Yahulla Emathla, Capitza Micco, Hopoie Mieco, 
Hoopoie Cuckie, Mickasucky Tuskinia, Conesa Emathla, Tohalla Hadjoe, Neny Hoomaghta Tuskanagge, 
Ufala Micco, Ufala Hadjoe, Talaghta Hayde, Wasaesa Tuskannucky, Tuskay Hadjoe, Juan Meally, in 
presence of Edmund Doyle, Daniel Blue, and William Hambly, which deed, with its translation annexed 
to the proceedings, is certified by the commandant of the fort of St. Mark’s, Apalachy, in presence of the 
ofticial witnesses, Don José Urcullo and Don Lorenzo Vitrian; and the boundaries having been designated 
by the chiefs deputed for that purpose, Capitza Micco, King Hagee, Asa Micco, False Hadjoe, Catcha Tus- 
tannuggie, Cosafacho, Yahulla Emathla, Nimo Sumasta Tustannuggie, who, having made their declaration 
before the above-mentioned commandant, the same having been duly executed in writing, and with every 
formality, which deed was also signed by Nocose Opay, Tustannuggie Hadjoe, Nocose Hadjoe, Eava 
Emathla, and Micco Hadjoe, the whole of them unanimously consented, for their respective towns and 
nations, to the said gratuitous and generous concession in favor of John Forbes and his heirs, which act 
was certified by the aforesaid commandant, before the official witnesses, Don José Ureullo and Don Lorenzo 
Vitrian, and the interpreters, Messrs. Felipe Prieto and William Hambly. In consequence of all what is 
afore related, Mr. John Innerarity, as attorney of the aforesaid Mr. John Forbes, prayed me in the conclu- 
sion of his aforementioned memorial to interpose my authority in due form for the ratification of the island 
specified in the map or plan of the same, made by the surveyor general, Don Vincente Sebastian Pintado, 
which will be annexed to the present. Wherefore, exercising the powers which the King cur sovereign 
(whom God preserve) has conferred upon me, I confirm and ratify, in his royal name, to the said John 
Forbes, the cession of the aforementioned island, made by the Seminole and Lower Creek nations of Indians, 
represented by their principal chiefs and headmen, with the dimensions, courses, and distances, as laid 
down in the aforesaid map or plan, which, together with all the original records of the same, are registered 
in the secretary’s office of this government; and I declare the said John Forbes invested with the sole and 
absolute dominion thereof in fee simple, to have and to hold the same as his property, in order that he 
may possess, cultivate, sell, or alienate the same agreeable to the tenor of my decree inserted in the title 
hereof, and I grant him power to take possession, with which I hereby invest him in form. In faith 
whereof, I have ordered these presents to be despatched, signed with my own hand, sealed with my 
armorial bearings, and eountersigned by the undersigned secretary of this government. Done in the town 
of Pensacola, the fifteenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and eleven. (Signed) Vincente Folch. 
By order of his excellency. (Signed) Pablo de Larin.  [1. s.] 

Also, an original certificate of Pablo de Larin, secretary of the government, stating that the original 
proceedings of the cession, of which the foregoing is the patent of confirmation, remain deposited in the 
archives of this government office, and an authenticated copy thereof, and of the whole of the aforesaid 
proceedings, have been delivered this day to the surveyor general of this province, Don Vincente Sebastian 
Pintado, for the purpose of being registered in his office, and a notarial copy of the whole has also been 
delivered to the representative of the party interested. Pensacola, this twentieth day of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and eleven. (Signed) Pablo de Larin. 


Opinion of the commissioners. 


This grant is made by a congress of the chiefs and headmen of the Lower towns of the Creek nation 
of Indians and the Seminoles. They have ceded all their right to the said island, conformable to the 
usage of Indians, to John Forbes, to have and to hold the same, and to dispose of it at his option. This 
they have done, they say, for sundry good causes and considerations, which are explained in the petition 
of Mr. Innerarity, and the confirmatory title of Governor Folch, to be the important services which John 
Forbes has rendered them, and the regard he has shown them since the year one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-five, when the house of Messrs. Panton, Leslie & Co. was established. The grounds upon 
which the confirmatory title of Governor Folch seems to have been given, were, that it was one of the 
conditions and stipulations upon which said house was established, that the government should afford it 
any possible support and assistance within its control for the recovery of their Indian and trading debts 
and claims, in, order to preserve that friendship and harmony which is so requisite. The title was 
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obtained with the same formalities, and under the same restriction or condition of not alienating the land 
without the consent of the government, as those observed in the two grants to Panton, Leslie & Co. and 
John Forbes & Co., on the east side of the Apalachicola river. In this claim the same questions are also 

resented to the minds of the undersigned commissioners, and, for an opinion in relation to it, they beg 
leave, respectfully, to refer to their opinion in those two cases already forwarded to the Secretary of the 


Treasury. ; ; ; we 
All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 


SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





Second. Special report on conflicting claims emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an 
abstract of the evidence, numbered from 1 to 30. 


No. 1. 


A report of claims to a tract of land containing seven thousand arpents, situate on the eastern side of 
Escambia river, sometimes called an island, about twenty-six miles from Pensacola, in the district of 
West Florida, claimed in part by titles emanating from the British government, and in toto by a 
claim emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence reported in con- 
formity to the provisions of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the under- 
signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Theodore Gaillard, Cornelia, his wife, formerly Cornelia Marshall, and Jane Marshall, 
citizens of the United States, to two hundred acres of land derived from the British government, is 
founded on— 

An original patent, under the great seal, granted to Joseph Lamb by Peter Chester, captain general 
and commander-in-chief of his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, dated March 2, 1779, on the 
usual conditions; signed, countersigned, and recorded in due form. 

Also, an original deed of bargain and sale from the grantee to William Marshall, dated March 8, 1779; 
acknowledged and recorded in due form. 

Also, a certified copy of a deed of trust of William Marshall, jr., son of the aforesaid William, to 
Theodore Gaillard, and for the benefit of Cornelia, his wife, and Jane Marshall, of all the lands, &c., to 
which the said William was entitled in the proyince of West Florida, upon trust and conditions therein 
enumerated and expressed, dated November 2, 1803, with a schedule of the lands and lots thereunto 
annexed; certified to be a true copy by Charles S. Tucker, register, whose signature is authenticated by 
a certificate of the governor and secretary of South Carolina, under the great seal, dated September 
19, 1822. 

; Also, a deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, duly certified and authenticated, stating that William Marshall, 
sen., was a staff officer in the British ordnance department, and resided in Pensacola until the province 
was surrendered to Spain; that during this period he had various grants of lands made to him by the 
different British governors; that the deponent was well acquainted with William Marshall and his affairs, 
and about the year 1781 or 1782 he left Pensacola and went to South Carolina and settled himself in the 
city of Charleston, and soon after became a citizen of said State; that he, the said William, died several 
years afterwards, leaving a son named William, one of the judges of the State, who died some years ago, 
leaving two daughters, Cornelia, wife of Theodore Gaillard, and Jane Marshall; that William Marshall, 
sen., had a number of negroes in West Florida and cultivated two tracts of land, and that he was in 
actual possession of several lots in Pensacola, on one of which he resided. Signed and sworn to before 
William 8. Smith, clerk of the court of common pleas, whose signature and seal is accredited by the cer- 
tificates of the presiding judge and governor, under their respective hands and seals. 

Also, a deposition of John Black, stating that he resided for some time in Pensacola until the capture 
of that place by the Spaniards; and that he was well acquainted with William Marshall, who resided in 
his own house situated about two lots distant from the corner of George street, leading to Fort George, 
and that the said Marshall owned many tracts of land in the vicinity of Pensacola and elsewhere in the 
province; and further saith that the said William Marshall came to Charleston, with his family, where 
he became a citizen and resided the remainder of his life; his family were his son William, now dead, and 
his daughters Cornelia and Jane. Sworn to, certified, and authenticated as above. 

Also, the claim of Theodore Gaillard, Cornelia, his wife, formerly Cornelia Marshall, and Jane Marshall, 
citizens of the United States, to two tracts of land of five hundred acres each, founded on— 

A plat and certificate of survey made by Elias Durnford, surveyor general, pursuant to a warrant 
from Peter Chester, esq., captain general and commander-in-chief over his Britannic Majesty’s province, 
dated February 22, 1779; certified on the 26th of the same month. Situated twenty-six miles from Pen- 
sacola, and bounded on the north by the lands of Joseph Lamb. 

Also, an original patent for the same, under the great seal, to Charles Ward, granted by the said 
Peter Chester, dated March 2, 1779; signed, countersigned, and recorded. 

Also, an original deed of bargain and sale for two tracts of land of five hundred acres each, dated 
March 12, 1779, reciting that he had obtained by letters patent two tracts of land—one bounded on the 
north by the lands of Joseph Lamb, the other bounded on the south by the said Lamb. He conveys the 
same to William Marshall. 

Also, a copy of the plat and a certificate from the land office of the district of Washington, stating 
om the patent to the last mentioned tract, bounded on the south by Lamb, had been recorded in that 
office. 

Also, a certified copy of a deed of trust of William Marshall, jr., son of the aforesaid William, to 
Theodore Gaillard, and for the benefit of Cornelia, his wife, and Jane Marshall, of all the lands to which 
the said William was entitled in the province of West Florida, upon trust and conditions therein enume- 
rated and expressed, dated November 2, 1803, with a schedule of the lands and lots thereunto annexed; 
certified to be a true copy by Charles 8. Tucker, register, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate 
of the governor and secretary, under the great seal, dated September 19, 1822. Note—See the foregoing 
depositions of Elihu Hall Bay and John Black in the claim of two hundred acres. 
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Also, the claim of Theodore Gaillard, Cornelia, his wife, formerly Cornelia Marshall, and Jane Marshall] 
citizens of the United States, to two hundred and sixty acres of land, founded on an original patent, under 
the great seal, granted to George Burden by Peter Chester, esq., captain general and commander-in-chief 
in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, dated January 29, 1780; signed, counter. 
signed, and recorded in due form. 

Also, a deed, poll, and letter of attorney executed by George Burden, reciting that he was entitled to 
three thousand acres of land as a lieutenant in his Majesty’s service, and transferring his right to the 
same to William Marshall, or so much thereof as he will locate, dated May 10, 1799; acknowledged and 
recorded. 

Also, a certified copy of a deed of trust of William Marshall, jr., son of the aforesaid William, to Theo- 
dore Gaillard, and for the benefit of Cornelia, his wife, and Jane Marshall, of all the lands, &., to which 
the said William was entitled in the province of West Florida, upon trust and conditions therein enume- 
rated and expressed, dated November 2, 1803, with a schedule of the lands and lots thereunto annexed: 
certified to be a true copy by Charles S. Tucker, register, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate 
of the governor and secretary, under the great seal, dated September 19, 1822. 

See the foregoing depositions of Elihu Hall Bay and John Black, copied in the claim of two hundred 
acres. 

The claim of Francisco Bonal, derived from the Spanish government, to an island circumscribed } 
the river Escambia, fronting the bluff called Durand’s bluff, containing seven thousand arpents, situated 
about fifteen miles from the mouth of the said river, is founded on the following title papers and testi- 
mony exhibited in support thereof, to wit: 

An original grant, or title in form, made to Francisco Bonal by Don José Masot, governor and sub-del- 
egate of the intendant and superintendent general, for 7,000 arpents of land, an island in the Escambia 
river, under the seal of office; signed by the said governor, countersigned by Domingo Sausa and Joseph 
Cevallos, assistant witnesses, dated October 1, 1817. 

A copy of a plat and certificate of survey, signed by Vicente Sebastian Pintado, surveyor general, 
dated Havana May 25, 1818, in which it is recited that the annexed figured plat and measurement were 
executed by his deputy, Don Pedro Reggio, on the 3d and 4th of October last, 1817, in favor of Francisco 
Bonal, in obedience to a decree of the governor and sub-delegate of royal finance of the province of West 
Florida, Don José Masot, dated September 19, 1817. 

Also, an original grant or title in form made to Francisco Bonal by Don Alexandro Ramirez, intendant 
general, countersigned by Pedro Carambot, Secretary of War, dated Havana, May 2, 1818, setting forth 
that Francisco Bonal, of Pensacola, presented a petition to the intendancy, accompanied by a copy of the 
proceedings instituted in the sub-delegation of that place for the obtaining a gratuitous concession of an 
island situated in the river Escambia, opposite the bluff called Durand’s bluff, which island was conceded 
to him by the said Governor Masot, and a formal title delivered; and, in virtue of the powers conferred on 
him by his lord the King, and in his royal name, he confirmed and ratified to the said Bonal the 7,000 
arpents of land containing the island aforementioned, and specified in the figured plat No. 1868, of which 
a copy is annexed to this title. 

Pablo Palmes proved the signature of the intendant, escribano, and the subscribing witnesses 
attached to the grant. 

F. H. Nisbet, being affirmed, says that he was upon the island claimed by Francisco Bonal in the 
month of August, 1821; that there was a family composed of two or three hands, who were engaged in 
cultivating the said land for Francisco Bonal; that there was a large clearing, and about seven or eight 
arpents planted wich rice; that there were no houses on the land except a new unfinished barn. Does not 
recollect having seen anything else than rice growing; and further saith not. 

Pablo Palmes, being duly sworn, saith that he was upon the land in the year 1819; saw two hands at 
work there in cultivating rice, corn, and potatoes; that there were two different clearings, the one planted 
in rice and the other in corn; thinks there were about seven or eight acres in rice, but does not know how 
many in corn and potatoes; that the hands had some time before erected a house on the island and adja- 
cent to the river, and were forced to abandon it by high water; that the cultivation was continued from 
1819 until about four months ago; and further saith not. 

José Maura, being duly sworn, saith that he was upon the island in the year 1820, but knows that 
the improvements and cultivation were commenced in the year 1819; that the improvement consisted of a 
house and two clearings, one of which was planted in rice, and the other in corn, potatoes, and peas; 
thinks there were about seven or eight arpents in rice; and further saith not. 

Joseph E. Caro, being duly sworn, saith that he knows that the grant made by the governor of this 
province, Don José Masot, to Francisco Bonal, was in the year 1817; and further, that the grant was sent 
to Havana for confirmation. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 2. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 150, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the under- 
signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Theodore Gaillard, Cornelia, his wife, formerly Cornelia Marshall, and Jane Marshall, 
citizens of the United States, to lot No. 150, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an original patent 
granted by Montford Browne, esq., lieutenant governor of the province of West Florida for his 
Britannic Majesty, under the great seal, signed and countersigned, dated January 12, 1768, to James 
Aria, of Pensacola, upon the usual condition. Also, an original deed of lease and release, executed by 
the grantee to Patrick Morgan on the 6th or 7th day of June, 1769, acknowledged and recorded in the 
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roper office, and certified accordingly. Also, an original deed of bargain and sale from Patrick Morgan 
to William Marshall, dated September 8, 1778; acknowledged and recorded in due form. 

Also, a certified copy of a deed of trust of William Marshall, jr., son of the aforesaid William, to 
Theodore Gaillard, and for the benefit of Cornelia, his wife, and Jane Marshall, of all the lands, &c., to 
which the said William was entitled in the province of West Florida, upon trust and conditions therein 
enumerated and expressed, dated November 2, 1803, with a schedule of the lands and lots thereunto 
annexed; certified to be a true copy by Charles S. Tucker, register, whose signature is authenticated by a 
certificate of the governor and secretary under the great seal, dated September 19, 1822. Also, a deposi- 
tion of Elihu Hall Bay, duly certified and authenticated, stating that William Marshall, sen., was a staff 
officer in the British department, and resided in Pensacola until that province was surrendered to Spain; 
that during this period he had various grants of land made to him by the different British governors; 
that the deponent was well acquainted with William Marshall and his affairs, and about the year 1781 or 
1782 he left Pensacola and went to South Carolina, and settled himself in the city of Charleston, and 
soon after became a citizen of said State; that the said William died several years afterwards, leaving a 
son named William, one of the judges of the State, who died some years ago, leaving two daughters, 
Cornelia, wife of Theodore Gaillard, and Jane Marshall; that William Marshall, sen., had a number of 
negroes in West Florida, and cultivated two tracts of lands, and that he was in actual possession of 
several lots in Pensacola, on one of which he resided. Signed and sworn to before William S. Smith, 
clerk of the court of common pleas, whose signature and seal is accredited by the certificate of the 
presiding judge and governor, under their respective hands and seals. 

Also, a deposition of John Black, stating that he resided for some time in Pensacola, until the capture 
of that place by the Spaniards, and that he was well acquainted with William Marshall, who resided in 
his own house, situated about two lots distance from the corner of George street, leading to Fort George; 
and that the said Marshall owned many tracts of land in the vicinity of Pensacola and elsewhere in the 
province; and further saith that the said William Marshall came to Charleston, with his family, where he 
became a citizen, and resided the remainder of his life. His family were his son William, now dead, and 
his daughters Cornelia and Jane. Sworn to, certified, and authenticated as above. 

The claim of Maria Josephine Firou to the above-mentioned lot No. 150, derived from Spanish title, is 
founded on a copy of a mesne conveyance from Diego Cazorla to the claimant, passed before Governor 
Folch, and the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sausa and Anastacio Mentes de Oca, June 15, 1808; certified 
to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, notary public, and charged with the archives, August 12, 1822. 
This deed recites that said Cazorla purchased the said lot July 15, 1804, held under a decree of the real 
hacienda, dated at New Orleans May 2, 1804. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 3. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 70, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the under- 
signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs and legal representatives of James Sutton to a lot, No. 70, in the city 
of Pensacola, is founded on a copy of a patent granted by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
governor-in-chief in and over the province of West Florida, dated October 1, 1165; certified to be a true 
copy from the British records in the General Land Office, Washington city, by Josiah Meigs, commis- 
sioner thereof, under the seal of office. 

The claim of Joseph Tapiola, derived from the Spanish government, to half the above lot No. 10, 
is founded on a copy of the grant made by the Intendant Morales, countersigned by Francisco F. 
G. Arroyo, secretary, dated March 7, 1810, to Louis Gonzales; certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. 
Caro, keeper of the public archives. Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by 
Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, showing that said Gonzales conveyed to Pedro Mendoza, 
by act of sale, dated December 30, 1815, and that the said Mendoza conveyed to Tapiola, by act of sale, 
dated February 17, 1816. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Joseph Tapiola proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant, and that the said half lot above mentioned was 
enclosed and a house erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of the grant. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH. M. WHITE. 





No. 4. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 203, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned 
commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Elihu Hall Bay to lot No. 203, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— ; 
An original patent, made by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and governor-in-chief of his 
Britannic Majesty over the province of West Florida, under the great seal, countersigned by Alexander 
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McClelan, deputy provost secretary, to Thomas Huckstall, upon the usual conditions, dated October 4 
1765. Also, an original deed of lease and release from the grantee to David Ross, dated September 14’ 
1770, recorded in due form and certified accordingly. Also, an original confirmation patent issued by 
Peter Chester, captain general, &c., reciting the grant to Huckstall, his sale to Ross, and asale from Rogsg 
to Elihu Hall Bay, on October 10, 1778, and confirming the title to the said Elihu Hall Bay; signed 
countersigned, and recorded. Also, an affidavit of Elihu Hall Bay, of the city of Charleston, South Caroling’ 
made before William 8. Smith, clerk of the court of common pleas, stating that he “never, at any time 
since the surrender of West Florida to Spain in the year 1781, either directly or indirectly, received an 
payment or consideration for any lands he ever owned or possessed in the said province of West Florida 
from the British government, or its officers or agents;” dated at Charleston, June 5, 1822; signed and 
sealed by William 8S. Smith, clerk as aforesaid. 

The claim of John Donalson, derived from the Spanish government, to half the above lot No. 203, ig 
founded on 

An original grant, or title in form, made to José and Antonio de Vegas, by Intendant Morales, coun- 
tersigned by secretary Arroyo, and dated April 14, 1810. Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from the 
grantee to the claimant, passed before Governor Masot, and the assistant witnesses, Sausa and Cevallos, 
on February 11, 1818. 

Joseph E. Caro proved all the foregoing signatures. 

Henry Michelet, being sworn, saith that, in the year 1810, José and Antonio de Vegas enclosed lot 
No. 203, and built a house thereon; and further saith not. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissivuners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 








No. 5. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 227, in the district of West Florida, 
by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence 
reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 
1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” 
by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Elihu Hall Bay to lot No. 227, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

An original patent granted to the claimant by Peter Chester, captain general and commander-in-chief 
in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, dated June 9, 1769; signed and counter- 
signed under the seal. Also, an affidavit of Elihu Hall Bay, of the city of Charleston, South Carolina, 
made before William S Smith, clerk of the court of common pleas, stating that he “never, at any time 
since the surrender of West Florida to Spain in the year 1781, either directly or indirectly, received any 
payment or consideration for any lands he ever owned or possessed in the said province of West Florida 
from the British government, or its officers or agents;” dated at Charleston, June 5, 1822; signed and 
sealed by William S. Smith, as aforesaid. 

The claim of Eugenio Antonio Sierra to the above lot No. 227, derived from Spanish titles, is founded 
on— 

An original grant made by Intendant Morales, countersigned by Francisco Gutierrez de Arroyo, 
secretary, to Santiago Dauphin, dated November 26, 1811. Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from said 
Dauphin to Eugenio Antonio Sierra, executed before Governor San Maxent, ad interim, with the assistant 
witnesses, Domingo Sausa and Juan Villaverde, dated April 11, 1812; certified to be a true copy by said 
Maxent, with the same assistants, on June 8, 1812. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Eugenio Antonio Sierra proved, by parol testimony, 
the signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant; and that the said lot above mentioned was 
enclosed and two houses erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of the grant. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 6. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 231, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the under- 
signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of David McCaleb, a citizen of the United States, for himself and the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Alexander McCullaugh, deceased, to lot No. 231, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an 
extract from the indices of the British records of West Florida in the General Land Office of the United 
States, showing that lot No. 231 was granted to William Marshall on October 6, 1767; certified by John 
McLean, Commissioner of the General Land Office. Also, a certified copy of a bill of sale or deed of 
conveyance from Alexander McCullaugh, nephew and heir-at-law of Alexander, sen., to David McCaleb, of 
Mississippi, of one equal half part of all the lands and lots owned by Alexander, sen, in the former British 
province of West Florida; executed, acknowledged, and recorded in Mississippi Territory, dated February 
5, 1813; certified and authenticated in due form from the records of Washington county, Mississippi. 

Also, a deposition taken before a justice of the peace, in the city of New Orleans, of William 
McCullaugh, who saith that Alexander McCullaugh, the owner of various lands and lots in the former 
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British province of West Florida, died at Pensacola, and that the father of deponent was his heir-at-law, and, 
after his death, Alexander, jr., being the eldest son, was his heir-at-law. Sworn and subscribed to before 
Simeon Knight, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate of the governor of Louisiana under the 
seal of the State. 

Also, a deposition of Robert Fleming, formerly of Charleston, South Carolina, taken at Philadelphia 
on March 4, 1828, stating that Alexander McCullaugh, jr., frequently mentioned to him that he was the 
heir of his uncle, Alexander, sen., who died at Pensacola intestate, and that the deponent was informed by 
other relations of the family of the same facts; and that the said Alexander, jr., showed him divers docu- 
ments, duly authenticated in Ireland, proving that his father died intestate, and that he was the heir-at- 
law, or eldest son, of his father, William, who died intestate; that all the documents were authenticated in 
Ireland with a view of his taking possession of his uncle’s lands in West Florida; that the said Alexander, 
as deponent verily believes, became a citizen of the United States in South Carolina, as he could not carry 
on business on his own account as a merchant without; that some time thereafter he moved to Jackson- 
borough, where his house and all his papers were consumed by fire; and that, in 1803 or 1804, the said 
Alexander went out to Mississippi in search of his lands and lots, &. Sworn to before Robert Wharton, 
mayor of the city of Philadelphia. 

Also, the deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, taken in a suit in Mississippi, and certified from the records 
of that court, in which he states that Alexander McCullaugh, sen., died at Pensacola, without children, 
shortly after June, 1781, and that his brother, John Bay, was one of his administrators, and took posses- 
sion of all his title papers, grants, &c., and carried them to South Carolina and deposited them with the 
deponent for safe keeping; and that some time thereafter a young man, calling himself Alexander 
McCullaugh, arrived from Ireland, in consequence of letters written to him by the administrators of his 
deceased uncle, and called on deponent, and informed him that his father, the brother of Alexander, sen., 
had died intestate, and that he was the heir and nephew of Alexander, sen., deceased; and at the same 
time produced certificates and testimonials, all authenticated in such a manner, by competent tribunals 
in Ireland, as left no doubt on deponent’s mind that the said Alexander, jr., was heir-at-law of Alexander, 
sen., in consequence of which he gave him all his uncle’s grants, deeds, &c., certified in due form. 

The claim of John J. Simpson to lot No. 231, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish titles, is 
founded on a copy of a mesne conveyance from Manuel Gonzales to the claimant, passed before Governor 
Callava and the assistant witnesses, Sausa and Rioboo, on May 10, 1819, certified to be a true copy by 
the same persons on the same day. Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by 
Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, which states that Gonzales purchased the said lots, with 
the improvements thereon, from Vicente Ignacio Ramos, by act of sale passed before Governor Maxent 
and the assistant witnesses, Sausa and Villaverde, on June 2, 1810, which recites that the said lct was 
granted to Ramos by Intendant Morales on January 29, 1810, and that the improvements were made by 
him. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said John J. Simpson proves the signatures of the 
Spanish officers annexed to the grant. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 1. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 142, in the district of West Florida, 
by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence 
reported in conformity to the provision of the fourth section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 
1822, entitled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” 
by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of David McCaleb, a citizen of the United States, for himself and the heirs and legal 
representatives of Alexander McCullaugh, to lot No. 142, in the city Pensacola, is founded on— 

First. Letters patent, signed and countersigned under the great seal of the province, granted by 
George Johnstone, esq., captain general and commander-in-chief over his Britannic Majesty’s province of 
West Florida, for lot No. 142, in the city of Pensacola, to Ralph Wardlaw, dated October 4, 1765; certified 
to have been recorded in due form, having the usual front and depth, according to the British plan of 
Pensacola. An original deed of conveyance from Ralph Wardlaw, the grantee, to William Marshall for 
the above lot No. 142, dated November 6, 1765; acknowledged, recorded, and certified. Also, an original 
lease and release from William Marshall to Alexander McCullaugh for said lot; signed, acknowledged, 
and recorded; dated the 18th and 19th of August, 1777. 

Also, a certified copy of a bill of sale or deed of conveyance from Alexander McCullaugh, nephew 
and heir-at-law of Alexander, sen., to David McCaleb, of the State of Mississippi, of one equal half part 
of all the lands and lots owned by Alexander, sen., in the former British province of West Florida; 
executed, acknowledged, and recorded in Mississippi Territory, dated February 5, 1813; certified and 
authenticated in due form from the records of Washington county, Mississippi. 

Also, a deposition, taken before a justice of the peace in the city of New Orleans, of William 
McCullaugh, who saith that Alexander McCullaugh, the owner of various lands and lots in the former 
British province of West Florida, died at Pensacola, and that the father of the deponent was his heir-at- 
law, and after his death, Alexander, jun., being the eldest son, was his heir-at-law. Sworn and subscribed 
before Simeon Knight, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate of the governor of Louisiana, 
under the seal of the State. 

Also, a deposition of Robert Fleming, formerly of Charleston, South Carolina, taken at Philadelphia 
on March 4, 1823, stating that Alexander McCullaugh, jun., frequently mentioned to him that he was the 
heir of his uncle, Alexander, sen., who died at Pensacola intestate; and that the deponent was informed 
by other relations of the family of the same facts, and that the said Alexander, jun., showed him divers 
documents, duly authenticated in Ireland, proving that his father died intestate, and that he was the heir- 
at-law, or eldest son, of his father, William, who died intestate; that all the documents were authenticated 
in Ireland with a view of his taking possession of his uncle’s lands in West Florida; and that the said 
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that court, in which he states that Alexander McCullaugh, sen., died 
shortly after June, 1781, and that his brother, John Bay, was one of his administrators, and took posses. 
sion of all his title papers, grants, &c., and carried them to South Carolina and deposited them with the 
deponent for safe keeping; and that some time thereafter a young man, calling himself Alexander 
McCullaugh, arrived from Ireland, in consequence of letters written to him by the administrators of hig 
deceased uncle, and called on deponent, and informed him that his father, the brother of Alexander, sen,, 
had died intestate, and that he was the heir and nephew of Alexander, sen., deceased; and at the same 
time produced certificates and testimonials, all authenticated in such a manner, by competent tribunals 
in Ireland, as left no doubt on deponent’s mind that the said Alexander, jun., was heir-at-law of Alexander, 
sen.; in consequence of which he gave him all his uncle’s grants, deeds, &c., certified in due form, 


Alexander, as deponent verily believes, became a citizen of the United States in South Carolina, as he 
could not carry on business on his own account as a merchant without; that some time thereafter he 
moved to Jacksonborough, where his house and all his papers were consumed by fire; and that, in 1803 or 
1804, the said Alexander went out to Mississippi in search of his lands and lots, &c. 
Robert Wharton, mayor of the city of Philadelphia. 


Sworn to before 


and certified from the records of 


Also, a deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, taken in a suit in Mississippi, 
at Pensacola, without children 
’ 


The claim of Joseph Roche to part of lot No. 142, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish title, 
is founded on— 

A copy of an act of sale at auction made to Marcos Riera by Francisco Paula Gelabert, governor, 
in obedience to a decree of the Baron de Carondelet, governor general of Louisiana, dated August 5, 1776, 
being for one lot No. 142 as the property of Zenon Balls, deceased; certified to be a true copy by Joseph 
E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, on December 10, 1822. Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from 
Marcos Riera to the claimant, passed before Governor Maxent and the assistant witnesses, Sausa and 
Montes de Oca, on June 30, 1810; certified to be a true copy by the same persons on the same day. 

In addition to the foregoing, the said Joseph Roche proves the signatures of the Spanish officers 
annexed to the title papers, and that the said lot before mentioned was enclosed and a house erected upon 


it for upwards of thirty-five years. 
The claim of Neilson and Randolph to one-fifth part of the above lot No. 142, derived from Spanish 


titles, is founded on— 

A copy of mesne conveyance from William King to the claimant, passed before Governor Callava 
and the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sausa and Joseph E. Caro, on February 16, 1820; certified to be a 
true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, on December 30, 1822. Also, an extract from 
the protocols, certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, which states 
that William King purchased of John de la Rua, attorney in fact of James Fontenals, on November 27, 
1818; that James Fontenals purchased at a public sale of the estate of Marcos Riera, deceased, on August 
12, 1812. 

Nore.—See documentary and parol testimony adduced in the above claim of Joseph Roche to a part 
of the said lot, which likewise applies to this claim. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 233, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the fourth section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, 
entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the 
undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of David McCaleb, a citizen of the United States, for himself and the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Alexander McCullaugh, deceased, to lot No. 233, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an 
extract from the indices of the British records of West Florida now in the General Land Office, showing 
that the above-mentioned lot was granted to Laughlin McGuire January 10, 1767, certified by John 
McLean, Commissioner of the General Land Office. Also, an original lease and release, signed, acknowl- 
edged, and recorded, from the grantee to Alexander Moore, dated September 10 and 11, 1767. Also, a 
deed of bargain and sale from Alexander Moore and wife to Alexander McCullaugh, dated July 8, 1777, 
for the said lot. 

Also, a certified copy of a bill of sale, or deed of conveyance, from Alexander McCullaugh, nephew 
and heir-at-law of Alexander, sr., to David McCaleb, of the State of Mississippi, of one equal half part of 
all the lands and lots owned by Alexander, sr., in the former British province of West Florida, executed, 
acknowledged, and recorded in Mississippi Territory, dated February 5, 1813, certified and authenticated 
in due form from the records of Washington county, Mississippi. 

Also, a deposition, taken before a justice of the peace in the city of New Orleans, of William McCul- 
laugh, who saith that Alexander McCullaugh, the owner of various lands and lots in the former British 
province of West Florida, died at Pensacola, and that the father of the deponent was his heir-at-law, and 
after his death, Alexander, jr., being the eldest son, was his heir-at-law. Sworn and subscribed before 
Simeon Knight, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate of the governor of Louisiana, under the 
seal of the State. 

Also, a deposition of Robert Fleming, formerly of Charleston, South Carolina, taken at Philadelphia 
March 4, 1823, stating that Alexander McCullaugh, jr., frequently mentioned to him that he was the heir 
of his uncle, Alexander, sr., who died at Pensacola intestate, and that the deponent was informed by other 
relations of the family of the same facts; and that the said Alexander, jr., showed him divers documents, 
duly authenticated in Ireland, proving that his father died intestate, and that he was the heir-at-law, or 
eldest son, of his father, William, who died intestate; that all the documents were authenticated in Ireland 

with a view of his taking possession of his uncle’s lands in West Florida; and that the said Alexander, as 
deponent verily believes, became a citizen of the United States in South Carolina, as he could not carry on 
business on his own account as a merchant without; that some time thereafter he moved to Jacksonborough, 
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where his house and all his papers were consumed by fire; and that, in 1803 or 1804, the said Alexander 
went out to Mississippi in search of his lands and lots, &e. Sworn to before Robert Wharton, mayor of 
the city of Philadelphia. . ; oa elena oe ok 

Also, a deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, taken in a suit in Mississippi, and certified from the records of 
that court, in which he states that Alexander McCullaugh, sr., died at Pensacola, without children, shortly 
after June, 1781, and that his brother, John Bay, was one of his administrators, and took possession of all 
his title papers, grants, &e., and carried them to South Carolina, and deposited them with the deponent for 
safe keeping; and that some time thereafter a young man, calling himself Alexander McCullaugh, arrived 
from Ireland, in consequence of letters written to him by the administrators of his deceased uncle, and 
called on deponent, and informed him that his father, the brother of Alexander, sr., had died intestate, and 
that he was the heir and nephew of Alexander, sr., deceased; and at the same time produced certificates 
and testimonials, all authenticated in such a manner, by competent tribunals in Ireland, as left no doubt 
on deponent’s mind that the said Alexander, L was heir-at-law of Alexander, sr.; in consequence of which 
he gave him all his uncle’s grants, deeds, Xc., certified in due form. 

The claim of Mariana Bonifay to lot No. 2338, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish title, is 
founded on an original grant to John B. Aleck made by the Intendant Morales, countersigned by F. G. 
Arroyo, secretary, and dated May 9, 1810. Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from the grantee to the 
present claimant, executed before William King, temporary governor, and James Scallan, secretary, June 
17, 1818, certified to be a true copy by said King and Scallan. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Mariana Bonifay proves, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish ofticers annexed to the grant, and that the said lot above mentioned was enclosed 
and a house erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of the grant. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 








No. 9. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 157, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the fourth section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, 
entitled ‘An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within the Territories of Florida,” by the 
undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of David McCaleb, a citizen of the United States, for himself and the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Alexander McCullaugh, deceased, to lot No. 157, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on a 
deed poll from Alexander McCullaugh, deputy provost marshal, to Thomas Underwood, dated March 31, 
1774, reciting that the lot was granted to James Cavanaugh, and sold to satisfy a judgment against him. 
Also, an original deed of lease and release from Thomas Underwood to Alexander McCullaugh, dated 
January 16 and 17, 1775; acknowledged, recorded, and certified. 

Also, a certified copy of a bill of sale, or deed of conveyance, from Alexander McCullaugh, nephew and 
heir-at-law of Alexander, sr., to David McCaleb, of the State of Mississippi, of one equal half part of all 
the lands and lots owned by Alexander, sr., in the former British province of West Florida, executed, 
acknowledged, and recorded in Mississippi Territory, dated February 5, 1813; certified and authenticated 
in due form from the records of Washington county, Mississippi. 

Also, a deposition, taken before a justice of the peace in the city of New Orleans, of William McCul- 
laugh, who saith that Alexander McCullaugh, the owner of various lands and lots in the former British 
province of West Florida, died at Pensacola, and that the father of this deponent was his heir-at-law, and 
after his death, Alexander, jr., being the eldest son, was his heir-at-law. Sworn and subscribed before 
Simeon Knight, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate of the governor of Louisiana, under the 
seal of the State. 

Also, a deposition of Robert Fleming, formerly of Charleston, South Carolina, taken at Philadelphia 
March 4, 1823, stating that Alexander McCullaugh, jr., frequently mentioned to him that he was the heir 
of his uncle, Alexander, sr., who died at Pensacola intestate, and that the deponent was informed by other 
relations of the family of the same facts, and that the said Alexander, jr., showed him divers documenis, 
duly authenticated in Ireland, proving that his father died intestate, and that he was the heir-at-law, or 
eldest son, of his father, William, who died intestate; that all the documents were authenticated in Ireland 
with a view of his taking possession of his uncle’s lands in West Florida; and that the said Alexander, as 
deponent verily believes, became a citizen of the United States in South Carolina, as he could not carry on 
business on his own account as a merchant without; that some time thereafter he moved to Jacksonborough, 
where his house and all his papers were consumed by fire; and that, in 1803 or 1804, the said Alexander 
went out to Mississippi in search of his lands and lots, &e. Sworn to before Robert Wharton, mayor of 
the city of Philadelphia. 

Also, a deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, taken in a suit in Mississippi, and certified from the records of 
that court, in which he states that Alexander McCuliaugh, sr., died at Pensacola, without children, shortly 
after June, 1781, and that his brother, John Bay, was one of his administrators, and took possession of all 
his title papers, grants, &c., and carried them to South Carolina, and deposited them with the deponent for 
safe keeping; and that some time thereafter a young man, calling himself Alexander McCullaugh, arrived 
from Ireland, in consequence of letters written to him by the administrators of his deceased uncle, and 
called on deponent, and informed him that his father, the brother of Alexander, sr., had died intestate, and 
that he was the heir and nephew of Alexander, sr., deceased; and at the same time produced certificates 
and testimonials, all authenticated in such a manner, by competent tribunals in Ireland, as left no doubt on 
deponent’s mind that the said Alexander, jr., was heir-at-law of Alexander, sr.; in consequence of which he 
gave him all his uncle’s grants, deeds, &c., certified in due form. 

The claim of H. H. B. Hays and John Duncan to the eastern half of lot No. 157, derived from Spanish 
title, is founded on a copy of mesne conveyance from José Maura, attorney in fact of Elena Gayarra, to the 
claimants, passed before Governor Callava, countersigned by Domingo Sausa and Joseph E. Caro, assistant 
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witnesses, dated March 20, 1820. Also, an extract from the protocol, certified to be a true one by Joseph 
E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, showing that Elena Gayarra purchased from Juan Galguera on 
June 1, 1810. Also, was produced by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, an original grant, oy 
title in form, made to Galguera by the Intendant Morales, countersigned by Gutierrez de Arroyo, secretary 
dated February 20, 1810. , 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said H. H. B. Hays and John Duncan proved, by parol 
testimony, the signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant, and that the said lot above 
mentioned was enclosed and a house erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of 
the grant. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON, 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 10. 


A report of claims to four lots of ground in the city of Pensacola, (Nos. 96, 230, 265, and 266,) in the 
district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an 
abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of David McCaleb, a citizen of the United States, for himself and the heirs and legal 
representatives of Alexander McCullaugh, deceased, to lots Nos. 96, 230, 265, and 266, in the city of 
Pensacola, is founded on an extract from the indices of the British records of West Florida in the General 
Land Office of the United States, certified by John McLean, Commissioner thereof, showing that lots Nos. 
96, 230, 265, and 266, were granted by letters patent from the British government to Montford Browne. 
Also, an original lease and release from the grantee to Alexander McCullaugh, dated November 2 and 3, 
1775, for the said lots; acknowledged, recorded, and certified. 

Also, a certified copy of a bill of sale, or deed of conveyance, from Alexander McCullaugh, nephew and 
heir-at-law of Alexander, sr., to David McCaleb, of the State of Mississippi, of one equal half part of 
all the lands and lots owned by Alexander, sr., in the former British province of West Florida, executed, 
acknowledged, and recorded in Mississippi Territory, dated February 5, 1813; certified and authenticated 
in due form from the records of Washington county, Mississippi. 

Also, a deposition, taken before a justice of the peace in the city of New Orleans, of William McCul- 
laugh, who saith that Alexander McCullaugh, the owner of various lands and lots in the former British 
province of West Florida, died at Pensacola, and that the father of the deponent was his heir-at-law, and 
after his death, Alexander, jr., being the eldest son, was his heir-at-law. Sworn and subscribed before 
Simeon Knight, whose signature is authenticated by a certificate of the governor of Louisiana, under 
the seal of the State. 

Also, a deposition of Robert Fleming, formerly of Charleston, South Carolina, taken at Philadelphia on 
March 4, 1823, stating that Alexander McCullaugh, jr., frequently mentioned to him that he was the 
heir of his uncle, Alexander, sr., who died at Pensacola intestate, and that the deponent was informed 
by other relations of the family of the same facts, and that the said Alexander, jr., showed him divers 
documents, duly authenticated in Ireland, proving that his father died intestate, and that he was the heir- 
at-law, or eldest son, of his father, William, who died intestate; that all the documents were authenticated 
in Ireland with a view of his taking possession of his uncle’s lands in West Florida, and that the said 
Alexander, as deponent verily believes, became a citizen of the United States in South Carolina, as he 
could not carry on business on his own account as a merchant without; that some time thereafter he 
removed to Jacksonborough, where his house and all his papers were consumed by fire; and that, in 1803 
or 1804, the said Alexander went out to Mississippi in search of his lands and lots, &. Sworn to before 

Robert Wharton, mayor of the city of Philadelphia. 

Also, a deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, taken in a suit in Mississippi, and certified from the records of 
that court, in which he states that Alexander McCullaugh, sr., died at Pensacola, without children, shortly 
after June, 1781; and that his brother, John Bay, was one of his administrators, and took possession of 
all his title papers, grants, &c., and carried them to South Carolina, and deposited them with deponent for 
safe keeping; and that some time thereafter a young man, calling himself Alexander McCullaugh, arrived 
from Ireland, in consequence of letters written to him by the administrators of his deceased uncle, and 
called on deponent, and informed him that his father, the brother of Alexander, sr., had died intestate, and 
that he was the heir and nephew of Alexander, sr., deceased; and at the same time produced certificates 
and testimonials, all authenticated in such a manner, by competent tribunals in Ireland, as left no doubt 
on deponent’s mind that the said Alexander, jr., was heir-at-law of Alexander, sr.; in consequence of which 
he gave him all his uncle’s grants, deeds, &c., certified in due form. 

The claim of Joseph Maria Mesa to the western half of lot No. 96, in the city of Pensacola, derived 
from Spanish titles, is founded on an original decree of concession made to the claimant by John Ventura 
Morales, intendant general, countersigned by John Morales and Vicente Ignacio Ramos, assistant 
witnesses, dated May 21, 1812. 

Also, an original certificate of survey, executed and returned by Vicente Sabastian Pintado, surveyor 
general, dated July 7, 1812, reciting that, in obedience to the foregoing decree, he surveyed and measured 
for the claimant the western half of lot No. 96, situated on Cuna street, containing forty feet front on said 
street by 170 feet depth. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said claimant proved, by parol testimony, the authen- 
ticity of the title papers; that he enclosed the half of lot No. 96 soon after he obtained the grant, and that 
he built a frame house thereon about the end of the year 1812. 

The claim of Antonio Montero to lot No. 230, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish titles, is 
founded on an original grant from the Intendant Morales, countersigned by F. G. Arroyo, secretary, made 
to Antonio Montero, and bearing date February, 26, 1810. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Antonio Montero proves, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant, and that the said lot above mentioned was enclosed 
and a house erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of the grant. 
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The claim of Eugenio Antonio Sierra to lot No. 265, in the city of Pensacola, derived from a 
Spanish title, is founded on an original grant made by the Intendant Morales, countersigned by Secretary 
Arroyo, to Andres Cadet, dated March 24, 1812. Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from said Cadet to 
E. A. Sierra, passed before San Maxent, governor ad interim, and the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sause 
and Juan Villaverde, on April 12, 1812; certified, on the same day, to be a true copy by said Maxent and 
the same assistants. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Eugenio Antonio Sierra proves, by parol testimony, 
the signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant; and that the said lot above mentioned was 
enclosed and a house erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of the grant. 

The claim of Charles de Grandpre to lot No. 266, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish title, 
is founded on an original grant, or title in form, made to the claimant by the Intendant Morales, counter- 
signed by F. G. Arroyo, secretary, and dated March 24, 1812. 

In addition to the foregoing, the said Charles de Grandpre proves, by parol testimony, the signatures 
of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant; and that the said lot above mentioned was enclosed within 
a year after it was granted to him, but never built on in consequence of its marshy situation. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 11. 


A report of claims to a tract of land containing eight hundred arpents, situated forty-seven perches to the 
south of the suburb of the city of Pensacola, bounded with Galvez Spring, in the district of West 
Florida, claimed in part by titles emanating from the British government, and in tofo by a claim 
emanating from the Spanish government, with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to 
the provision of the fourth section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act 
for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned 
commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Theodore Gaillard, Cornelia, his wife, formerly Cornelia Marshall, and Jane Marshall, 
citizens of the United States, to two hundred and fifty acres of land derived from the British government, 
is founded on— 

A plat and certificate of survey made by Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of West 
Florida, pursuant to a warrant from Montfort Browne, esquire, lieutenant governor of his Britannic 
Majesty’s province aforesaid; certified August 28, 1768. 

Also, an original patent, under the great seal, granted by the said Montfort Browne to William 
Marshall for the said land, on the usual conditions, dated December 15, 1768; signed, countersigned, 
and recorded. 

Also, a certified copy of a deed of trust of William Marshall, sr., of all the lands, &c., son of the 
aforesaid William, to Theodore Gaillard, and for the benefit of Cornelia, his wife, and Jane Marshall, to 
which the said William was entitled in the province of West Florida, and upon trust and condition 
therein enumerated and expressed, dated November 2, 1803, with a schedule of the lands and lots there- 
unto annexed; certified to be a true copy by Charles S. Tucker, register, whose signature is authenticated 
by a certificate of the governor and secretary of South Carolina, under the great seal, dated September 
19, 1822. 

Also, a deposition of Elihu Hall Bay, duly certified and authenticated, stating that William Marshall, 
sr., was a staff officer in the British ordnance department, and resided in Pensacola until the province 
was surrendered to Spain; that, during this period, he had various grants of land made to him by the 
different British governors; that the deponent was well acquainted with William Marshall and his affairs, 
and, about the year 1781 or 1782, he left Pensacola, and went to South Carolina, and settled himself in 
the city of Charleston, and soon after became a citizen of said State; that the said William died several 
years afterwards, leaving a son named William, one of the judges of the State, who died some years 
ago, leaving two daughters, Cornelia, wife of Theodore Gaillard, and Jane Marshall; that William Marshall, 
sr., had a number of negroes in West Florida, and cultivated two tracts of land; and that he was in actual 
possession of several lots in Pensacola, on one of which he resided. Signed and sworn to before William 
8. Smith, clerk of the court of common pleas, whose signature and seal is accredited by the certificate of 
the presiding judge and governor of South Carolina, under their respective hands and seals. 

Also, a deposition of John Black, stating that he resided some time in Pensacola, until the capture 
of that place by the Spaniards, and that he was well acquainted with William Marshall, who resided in 
his own house, situated about two lots distant from the corner of George street, leading to Fort George, 
and that the said Marshall owned many tracts of land in the vicinity of Pensacola and elsewhere in the 
province; and further saith, that the said William Marshall came to Charleston, with his family, where he 
became a citizen, and resided the remainder of his life. His family were, his son William, now dead, 
and his daughters Cornelia and Jane. Sworn to, certified, and authenticated as above. 

The claim of William King, derived from the Spanish government, to eight hundred arpents of land, 
situated about forty-seven perches to the south of the suburb of the city of Pensacola, bounded with 
San Maxent’s tract of land, and north with Galvez Spring, is founded on the following title papers and 
testimony exhibited in support thereof, to wit: 

A copy of a plat and an original certificate, made by Vicente Sebastian Pintado, surveyor general, 
dated Havana, December 8, 1819, stating that the annexed plat is a true copy from the original attached 
to the original proceedings instituted by Thomas P. Rioboo, on October 8, 1819, and by a decree of the 
intendant and superintendent general of Havana, dated 26th of November last, an authenticated copy of 
the following proceedings were granted to said Rioboo. Signed and sealed as above. 

Also, a copy of a certificate signed by Carlos Reggio, Pedro Reggio, José Noriega, Lewis Daunoy, 
and Santiago Dauphine, dated Pensacola, August 2, 1819, proving that Thomas P. Rioboo cultivated a 
tract of land at the place known by the name of Galvez Spring. Signed and dated as above. 

Also, a copy of a petition signed by Rioboo, dated Havana, October 8, 1819, addressed to the 
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intendant and superintendent general, setting forth that, on September 13, 1806, Don Juan Ventura 
Morales, intendant of the province of West Florida, ordered that a tract of land of eight hundred arpents 
situated at Galvez Spring, should be surveyed and measured for Gregorio Artacho, having petitioned for 
the same, and afterwards conveyed to your petitioner, praying that, by the surveyor general, Vicente 
Sebastian Pintado, a certified copy of the said grant, or of the title in form, should be given to him, 

Also, a copy of a decree of the intendant general, dated Havana, October 9, 1819, referring the 
proceedings to the fiscal. 

Also, a copy of the fiscal’s opinion, dated Havana, October 16, 1819, stating that the proceedings be 
referred to the surveyor general, Vicente Sebastian Pintado, to report according to the solicitude of the 
petitioner. 

Also, a copy of a decree by the intendant general, dated Havana, October 16, 1819, stating that, in 
conformity with the fiscal’s opinion, let the proceedings be referred to the surveyor general, Vicente 
Sebastian Pintado, for the report so required. 

Also, a copy of a report made by Vicente Sebastian Pintado, surveyor general, dated Havana, October 
29, 1819, in obedience to the foregoing decree, stating that, by decree of the intendant of the province of 
West Florida, dated September 13, 1806, there was granted and surveyed for Gregorio Artacho a tract of 
land situated in the contiguities of the town of Pensacola, containing twenty arpents front by forty in 
depth, at Galvez Spring, which original grant for the said land I have delivered at the secretary’s office 
on the 29th of March last. Signed and dated as above. 

Also, a copy of the fiscal’s opinion, dated Havana, November 26, 1819, stating that, by reference to 
the report of the surveyor general, Vicente S. Pintado, and other documents hereunto annexed, it is 
proved that the concession of eight hundred arpents of land, made in the year 1806, by the intendant to 
Don Gregorio Artacho, (now the property of Thomas P. Rioboo,) is a lawful one, as made in the time 
qualified for, and by competent authority; in consequence of which he is of opinion that the said Rioboo 
can maintain the possession of the said land in virtue of the above statement and the loss of the original 
title papers, without interfering with a third person. (Signed) Figuero. ; 

Also, a copy of a decree by the intendant general, dated Havana, November 26, 1819, ordering that 
an authenticated copy of the proceedings be granted to the petitioner; certified to be a true copy by José 
Noy, secretary of the royal hacienda, dated December 3, 1819. The signature of José Noy is accredited 
by Francisco Ayala, Manuel de la Torre, and Mauricio Parras Pita, notaries public of the city of Havana, 
dated December 3, 1819. 

Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from Thomas P. Rioboo to the claimant, passed before William 
King, governor ad interim, countersigned by Miguel McKinsee, dated November 28, 1818, certified to be 
a true copy by Governor Callava, countersigned by Domingo Sausa and Thomas P. Rioboo, April 5, 1819, 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said William King proved, by parol testimony, that 
Gregorio Artacho settled upon the above tract of land in the year 1806; that there were two small houses, 
and about six arpents cleared and enclosed; that he continued the cultivation about three or four years, 
and obtained the said tract of land by a grant of Morales. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL RR. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 12. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 101, and the corresponding garden 
lot, in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, 
with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the fourth section of the 
act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to land 
within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 101, 
and the corresponding garden lot, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on a certificate of survey executed 
by Elias Durntord, surveyor general, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George Johnstone, esq., 
governor and commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, bearing 
date May 24, 1766, setting forth that he measured and laid out for Evan Jones, esq., lot No. 101, in the 
town of Pensacola, eighty feet front by three hundred and forty feet in depth, with the corresponding 
garden lot; certified November 10, 1766. 

Also, an original patent granted to Evan Jones, esq., by Montfort Browne, esq., lieutenant governor 
in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, under the great seal; signed and certified 
by Alexander McLellan, deputy provost secretary, dated December 18, 1766, upon the usual conditions. 

Also, a deposition of Thomas and David Urquhart, stating that they were acquainted with both Evan 
and James Jones, who formerly resided in West Florida while the same was a British province; that they 
were brothers; that James Jones died first, and that Evan became his heir. Deponents further say, that 
they know that Evan Jones is now also deceased; that said Evan Jones had two daughters, Maria and Lise; 
that the former was married to Bernard Marigny, of New Orleans, by whom she had two sons, Gustave 
and Prospere, and that she is now deceased, leaving said two sons; that the second daughter (Lise) of 
said Evan Jones is now the wife of Henry McCall, of the State of Louisiana. Sworn to and subscribed 
before L. M. Paney, justice of the peace, dated New Orleans, August 11, 1824, whose signature is 
accredited by Thomas Bolling Robertson, governor of the State of Louisiana, under seal of the State, 
dated August 12, 1824. 

The claim of John Chabeaux to the above-mentioned lot No. 101, derived from Spanish title, is founded 
on an original grant, or title in form, made to Eufrosina Hinard by Governor Masot, countersigned by the 
assistant witnesses, Sausa and Cevallos, and dated December 6, 1817. 

Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from Cirilo de Morant to the claimant, passed before Governor 
Masot and the assistant witnesses, Sausa and Cevallos, March 10, 1818; certified to be a true copy by 
Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, April 7, 1823; which deed recites that Morant purchased 
of Eufrosina Hinard. 
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In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said John Chabeaux proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant, and that the said lot above mentioned was 
enclosed and had a house erected upon it, in compliance with the conditions, within a year of the grant. 
All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 13. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 43, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 43, and 
the corresponding garden lot, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on a certificate of survey made by Elias 
Durnford, surveyor general, pursuant to a warrant from his honor Montfort Browne, esq., lieutenant 
governor and commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, bearing 
date December 23, 1767, stating that he surveyed for Alexander Carlisle a town lot No. 43, with the 
corresponding garden lot, having the usual front and depth; certified January 12, 1768. 

Also, an original patent granted to Alexander Carlisle by Montfort Browne, esq., lieutenant governor 
and commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, under the great 
seal; signed and certified by Daniel Clark, deputy provost secretary, dated January 26, 1768, upon the 
usual conditions. 

Nore.—Sce Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of Manuel Joseph Penalbert to the above-mentioned lot No. 43, in the city of Pensacola, 
derived from Spanish title, is founded on— 

A copy of an act of sale from Augustin Ruiz to the claimant, executed before Governor San Maxent 
February 27, 1808; certified to be a true copy by Enrique de Grandpre, constitutional alcalde. 

In addition to the foregoing title paper, the said Manuel Joseph Penalbert proved, by parol testimony, 
the signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the title paper, and that in the year 1806 there was a 
small framed house and enclosure on said lot; that a large house was erected on it in 1807; that the said 
lot has been viewed as private property ever since, and was occupied by said Penalbert; and further 
saith not. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 14. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 85, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 85, and 
the corresponding garden lot, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

A certificate of survey made by Elias Durnford, surveyor general, pursuant to a warrant from his 
excellency George Johnstone, esq., captain general and governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic 
Majesty’s province of West Florida, bearing date June 6, 1765, reciting that he surveyed and laid out for 
Richard Payne lot No. 85, in the town of Pensacola, with the corresponding garden lot, having the usual 
front and depth; certified August 19, 1765. 

Also, an original patent, granted to Richard Payne by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, under the great seal; 
signed and certified by Alexander McClellan, deputy provost secretary, dated September 26, 1765, upon 
the usual conditions. 

Note.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to his claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of Joseph Noriega to the above-mentioned lot No. 85, derived from Spanish title, is 
founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Louis Christian, attorney in fact for John Joyce, executor of 
Daniel Ward, to José Noriega, sen., executed before Governor White and the assistant witnesses, Benigno 
Garcia Calderon and Francisco Canedo, dated January 21, 1795; certified to be a true copy by Governor 
White, the same assistants, and on the same day. 

Kugenio Lavalle, being sworn, saith that he has known lot No. 85 ever since the year 1781; that 
there was a framed house and other improvements then on it; that it has been considered private property 
ever since he knew it; and further saith not. 

Henry Michelet, being sworn, saith that lot No. 85 has been respected as the property of Joseph 
Noriega ever since he first came to this place, seventeen years ago; that the family of Noriega has lived 
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upon it since that period; that the improvements consist of a large framed dwelling-house, kitchen, &¢.- 
and further saith not. * 
All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON, 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 15. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 198, and the corresponding garden lot 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish Governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 198, in 
the city of Pensacola, and to corresponding garden lot, is founded on— 

A certificate of survey made by Elias Durnford, surveyor general, pursuant to a warrant from hig 
excellency George Johnstone, esq., governor and commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s 
province of West Florida, bearing date January 21, 1766, setting forth that he surveyed and laid out for 
William Litch a town lot, No, 198, with the corresponding garden lot, having the usual depth and front; 
certified February 14, 1766. 

Also, an original patent granted to William Litch by George Johnstone, esq., governor and com- 
mander-in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province of West Florida, under the great seal; signed and 
certified by Alexander McLellan, deputy provost secretary, dated September 2, 1766, upon the usual con- 
ditions. 

Note.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of John H. Howard to a part of the above lot, being fifty feet, fronting on Palafox street, 
derived from Spanish title, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Charles Baron, attorney in fact of Alexander Baron, to William 
Devreux, agent of John H. Howard, passed before Governor Callava, and the assistant witnesses, Sausa 
and Joseph E. Caro, November 2, 1819; certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, October 16, 1823. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, which states that Alexander Baron purchased of John de la Rua and Margarita Bonifay, July 
15, 1818; that La Rua and Bonifay obtained the said lot by deed of gift from Mariana Bonifay, February 
28, 1811; that Mariana Bonifay purchased of Manuel, January 21, 1811; that Manuel Bonifay purchased 
of Manuel Gonzales, February 15, 1806; that Gonzales purchased the whole of said lot of William Welber, 
August 28, 1802; that Welber purchased of Gerald Byrnes by an act of sale dated February 1, 1799. 
This deed recites that the said lot was granted to the said Byrnes, August 22, 1796. 

The claim of John H. Howard to a part of the same lot, No. 198, being forty feet front on Palafox 
street, and eighty deep on Romana street, is founded on a copy of a mesne conveyance from John Bros- 
naham to William Devreux, agent of John H. Howard, passed before Governor Callava and the assistant 
witnesses, Sausa and Joseph E. Caro, November 2, 1819; certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, 
keeper of the public archives, October 15, 1823. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, which states that Brosnaham purchased at public sale of the property of Augustine Lavack, 
September 16, 1819; that Lavack purchased of Mary Weaver, March 12, 1817; that Mary Weaver pur- 
chased of Manuel Gonzales, July 19, 1806; that Gonzales purchased of William Welber, August 28, 1802; 
that Welber purchased of Gerald Byrnes by an act of sale dated February 1, 1799, which recites that 
the said lot was granted to the said Byrnes, August 22, 1796. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said John H. Howard proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the title papers; and that there was a house and other im- 
provements on lot No. 198 thirty-two years ago, which were occupied by an Englishman, who afterwards 
sold the same to Manuel Gonzales, who maintained possession of the said lot until he sold out to others. 

The claim of Pedro Yniestra to a part of lot No. 198, being eighty-five feet front on Palafox street, 
is founded on a copy of a mesne conveyance from Manuel Gonzales to the claimant, passed before Richard 
I. Easter, acting alcalde, countersigned by Joseph E. Caro, and dated May 22, 1822; certified to be a true 
copy by the same persons on the same day. This deed recites that Manuel Gonzales purchased of William 
Welber, August 22, 1802. 

Norre.—See parol testimony adduced in support of the claim of John H. Howard, which likewise 
applies to this claim. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 16. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 89, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 89, and 
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the corresponding garden lot, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an original deed of lease and release 
from Robert Collins to David Waugh for one-half of the town lot No, 89, and the half of the correspond- 
ing garden lot; signed, sealed, and delivered December 18, 1766. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from David Waugh to William Morrison for the same 
halves of the town and garden lots; signed, sealed, and delivered December 18, 1766. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from William Morrison to Evan and James Jones for the 
above-mentioned halves of the town and garden lots; signed, sealed, and recorded December 18, 1766. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from Peter Thompson to Robert Collins for the halves of 
the town and garden lots No. 89, dated November 26, 1766; signed, sealed, and delivered. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from Robert Collins to Evan and James Jones and Joseph 
Blackwell for the other halves, dated July 11 and 12, 1768; signed, sealed, and recorded in due form. 

Nore.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 


No. 12. ; 
The claim of Eugenio Antonio Sierra to the above-mentioned lot No. 89, derived from Spanish title, 


is founded on— 

A copy of a bill of sale executed by Governor Folch and the assistant witnesses, Matias Cervera 
and Francisco Xavier Navarro, dated July 9, 1804, in which he states that the above lot was sold on the 
14th of June, same year, in obedience to a decree of the royal treasury, passed at New Orleans May 2, 
1804, and was bidden off to Don Sierra for the sum of $330; certified to be a true copy by Governor Folch 
and the assistant witnesses July 9, 1804. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Eugenio Antonio Sierra proved, by parol testimony, 
the signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the grant. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 








No. 17. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 22, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 22, and 
the corresponding garden lot, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

An original deed of lease and release from William Aird to Evan and James Jones and Joseph 
Blackwell, dated August 12 and 13, 1768; signed, sealed, delivered, and recorded in due form. 

Nore.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of Eugenio Antonio Sierra to part of the above-mentioned lot No. 22, derived from Spanish 
title, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Pedro Enrique to Eugenio Antonio Sierra, executed before Gov- 
ernor Folch and the assistant witnesses, Matias Cervera and Francisco Xavier Navarro, dated July 19, 
1804, certified to be a true copy by Carlos Hernandez, Secretary of War, and acting as governor pro tem., 
February 12, 1807. This deed recites the original grant, dated July 14, 1804, and that the grantor pur- 
chased the said lot at auction on the same day, ordered by a decree of the royal treasury, passed at New 
Orleans, May 2, 1804. ; 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Sierra proved, by parol testimony, the signatures 
of the Spanish officers annexed to the said grant. 

The claim of Turner Starke to a part of the above-mentioned lot No. 22, being twenty-six feet fronting 
on the bay, derived from Spanish title, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Charles Deville to the claimant, acknowledged before William 
King, colonel of the 4th regiment of infantry, civil and military governor of West Florida; countersigned 
by James Scallan, secretary, July 3, 1818; certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the 
public archives, December 30, 1822. 

John de la Rua, being sworn, saith that he has seen the papers relative to the title of said piece of 
ground, amongst which was a grant to Charles Deville, made to him by Governor Folch; that Deville 
improved the same and occupied it in the year 1807, and from that time until 1811; and further saith that 
the grant included lot No. 21 and twenty-six feet of lot No. 22; and further saith not. 

Eugenio Antonio Sierra, being sworn, saith that the said part of the lot was granted to Charles De- 
ville by Governor Folch in the year 1805; and that the said Deville did not comply with the conditions 
of the grant; and further saith not. 

The claim of Joseph Gagnet to part of the above-mentioned lot No. 22, in the city of Pensacola, 
fronting fifty-four feet on the bay by sixty-three feet in depth, derived from Spanish title, is founded on— 

An original mesne conveyance from Widow Gagnet to the claimant, acknowledged before John Miller, 
clerk of the county court for the county of Escambia, dated August 2, 1824. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, showing that Widow Gagnet purchased from Eugenio Lavalle, July 5, 1821; that Lavalle in- 
herited the above lot from Pedro Bordenave, deceased, July 23, 1806; that Bordenave purchased from 
John Tourson, by act of sale passed before Governor Folch, countersigned by Matias Cervera and Francisco 
Xavier Navarro, assistant witnesses, February 13,1806. This deed recites that the above lot was granted 
to Tourson by Governor Folch July 18, 1804. . 

Eugenio Lavalle, being duly sworn, saith that lot No. 22 was granted to John Tourson by Governor 
Folch in the year 1804, and that the said Tourson enclosed the said lot and built a frame house thereon 
within the year of the grant; and further saith not. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
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No. 18. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 39, and the corresponding garden lot 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 39, in 
the city of Pensacola, and the corresponding garden lot, is founded on— 

An original deed of release from the Hon. James Jones, esq., surviving executor of Anthony Fore- 
hand, deceased, Abraham Bates and Ann, his wife, late Anne Griffiths, executrix of the said Anthony 
Forehand, to the Hon. James Bruce, for the town and garden lots No. 39, dated November 9, 1773; signed, 
sealed, and acknowledged in due form, before Alexander McCullaugh, deputy secretary, November 20, 
1773. 

Also, an original reconveyance from James Bruce and Isabella, his wife, to James Jones, Abraham 
Bates and Anne, his wife, for the same town and garden lots, dated , —, 1175; signed, sealed, and 
delivered. 

Nore.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of Solomon Siler to the abovementioned lot No. 39, in the city of Pensacola, derived from 
Spanish titles, is founded on—- 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Cirilo Lessassier to the claimant, passed before William King, 
colonel 4th regiment United States infantry, civil and military governor of West Florida, and James 
Scallan, secretary, June 22, 1818; certified to be a true copy, by the same persons, June 23, 1818. 

Also, was produced by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, an original grant, or title in 
form, made to Cirilo Lessassier by the intendant, Morales; countersigned by Arroyo, secretary, and dated 
March 20, 1811. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Solomon Silex proved, by parol testimony, the sig- 
natures of the Spanish officers annexed to the title papers, and that lot No. 89 was enclosed and had a 
framed house on it in the year 1812, which improvements were made by Cirilo Lessassier; and further 
saith not. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 








No. 19. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 69, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry McCall, 
acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 69, in the city of 
Pensacola, and the corresponding garden lot, is founded on— 

An original deed of lease and release from James Jones, Abraham Bates and Anne, his wife, late Anne 
Griffiths, executrix of Anthony Forehand, deceased, to James Bruce, esq., for the town and garden lots 
No. 69, with all the buildings thereon, dated June 23 and 24, 1775; signed, sealed, and delivered; reciting that 
lot No. 69 and the corresponding garden lot were granted to Timothy Tryon, by letters patent, under the 
great seal of the province of West Florida, February 18, 1766. 

Nore.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of Francisco Suarrez to the above-mentioned lot No. 69, in the city of Pensacola, derived 
from Spanish title, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Julian Caravallo to the claimant, passed before Governor Folch 
and the assistant witnesses, Sausa and Montes de Oca, May 23, 1818, including the improvements thereon; 
certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, May 31, 1824. This deed recites that the said lot was 
granted to Caravallo by Governor Folch, and the improvemeuts made at his own expense. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH. M. WHITE. 





No. 20. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 86, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “ An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to lot No. 86, in 
the city of Pensacola, and the corresponding garden lot, is founded on— : 
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An original deed of lease and release from Richard Payne to William Litch for the above lots and 
all the buildings thereon, dated September 8, 1766; signed, sealed, and recorded in due form. 

Nore.—sSce Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of Samuel M. Smith and Thomas B. Robinson to the above-mentioned lot No. 86, in the city 
of Pensacola, derived from Spanish titles, is founded on— 

An original certificate of sale made by Governor Masot, dated December 10, 1817, which recites that 
the said lot was exposed to sale, at public auction, in obedience to a decree of the tribunal of royal 
hacienda, and that John de la Rua became the purchaser. 

Also, a copy of an act of sale from said La Rua to the claimant, executed before Colonel William 
King, temporary governor, &c., July 7, 1818; certified under the seal of office to be a true copy by Joseph 
E. Caro, keeper of the public archives. 

The original proceedings, showing the sale of a number of lots at auction by order of Governor Masot, 
including the above lot No. 86, was exhibited by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of tie public archives, embracing 
the decree appointing the appraisers, dated December 2, 1817; decree ratifying the act of sale, dated 
December 12, 1817; certificate of the payment of the purchase money of the said lot into the office of 
government, dated December 12, 1817; certificate of survey and of possession given, executed by Pedro 
Reggio, dated December 19, 1817. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Smith and Robinson proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title papers. = 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersinged commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 21. 


A report of claims to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 33, in the district of West Florida, by 
titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an abstract of the evidence reported 
in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled 
“An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within the Territories of Florida,” by the under- 
signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of Bernard Marigny, curator of his minor sons, Gustave and Prospere Marigny, Henry 
McCall, acting for and in behalf of his wife, Lise McCall, citizens of the United States, to quarter of lot 
No. 33, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

An original deed of lease and release from Bryce McCumming to James Stewart for the above quarter 
of lot, dated October 8 and 9, 1768; signed, sealed, and delivered. 

Nore.—See Thomas and David Urquhart’s deposition, which likewise applies to this claim, in report 
No. 12. 

The claim of William Pinchbeck to the whole of the above-mentioned lot No. 33, in the city of 
Pensacola, derived from Spanish titles, is founded gn— 

Av original grant made to Orsino Bouligny by the intendant, Morales, countersigned by Francisco 
G. Arroyo, and dated May 2, 1811. 

Also, an original private mesne conveyance from Enrique de Grandpre, attorney in fact of Carlos de 
Grandpre, to the claimant, dated July 17, 1819, attested by Francisco Moreno, Daniel Long, and Pedro 
de Alba. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, which states that Carlos de Grandpre purchased of Vicente S. Pintado March 23, 1812; that 
Pintado purchased of Orsino Bouligny May 4, 1811. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said William Pinchbeck proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title papers, and that thirteen or fourteen years 
ago the said lot was enclosed and a framed house built thereon by order of Orsino Bouligny; and 
further saith not. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No, 22: 


A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 199, and the corresponding garden 
lot, in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, 
with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the 
act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands 
within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of James Scallan, a citizen of the United States, to lot No. 199, in the’city of Pensacola, 
and the corresponding garden lot, is founded on an original deed of release from Charles Stuart, esq., to 
William Ogilvy and John Falconer, for said town and garden lots, dated August 11, 1778; signed, 
acknowledged, and recorded in due form; reciting that the same was granted to William Nackasson by 
his Majesty King George III, by letters patent, under the great seal of the province of West Florida, 
bearing date November 5, 1765; and further, that William Mathias, attorney in fact of the said William 
Nackasson, conveyed the said town and garden lots to Charles Stuart by certain indentures of lease and 
release bearing date March 22 and 23, 1768. 

Also, an original private conveyance from Charles Roberts, attorney in fact of Alexander Livingston, 
heir and devisee of William Ogilvy, late of Pensacola, deceased, and surviving partner of the firm of 

















220 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 454, 





Ogilvy & Falconer, to Abner L. Duncan, esq., of the city of New Orleans, attested by David B. Morgan 
and John Be: aty, dated July 12, 1821. 

Also, an original private conveyance from Abner L. Duncan to James Scallan, attested by David B, 
Morgan and John Beaty, dated July 13, 1821. 

The claim of Daniel Duval to one-half of the town lot No. 199, in the city of Pensacola, derived from: 
Spanish titles, is founded on an original decree of concession made to Martin de Madrid by Governor 
Folch for the whole lot, April 16, 1804. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, showing that Eugenio Antonio Sierra became the purchaser of one- -half of the above lot at the 
sale of the estate of Martin de Madrid, September 1, 1815; that Sierra conveyed the same to William 
McVoy March 4, 1816; that MeVoy conveyed to Carlton Cooper November 22, 1816. 

Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from the said Cooper to Daniel Duval of said half lot, passed 
before Governor Masvt and the assisting witnesses, Sausa and Cevallos, June 26, 1817; certified to be 
a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of “the public ‘archives, September 14, 18253. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Daniel Duval proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officer rs annexed to the grant, and that the said lot was enclosed and a frame 
house built thereon within a year of the grant by the original grantee. 

The claim of W illiam McVoy to the other half of the lot No. 199, in the city of Pensacola, derived 
from Spanish title, is founded on an original decree of concession made to Martin de Madrid by Governor 
Folch April 16, 1804. 

Also, the original pinnnninEy proceedings of the estate of Martin de Madrid were produced from 
the public archives by Joseph E. Caro, keeper thereof, showing that the said half lot was sold as the 
property of the said Madrid, and purchased by William McVoy July 3, 1817. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON, 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 23. 


A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 134, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from ‘the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for sssouengatp claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of F lorida, ” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lots No. 134, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an original certificate of survey executed by 
Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of West Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excel- 
lency George Johnstone, esq., captain general and commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s 
province ¢ afores aid; certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original grant made to David Johnstone by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, upon the usual conditions, 
dated December 8, 1766; signed and countersigned under the great seal. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from David Johnstone to James Thompson, dated August 
28 and 29, 1769; signed and delivered. 

Also, an original deposition of Thomas Barclay, late his Britannic Majesty’s consul general for the 
Eastern States of America, and at present his said Majesty’s commissioner under the 5th article of the 
treaty of Ghent, stating that he was born in the city of New York, now a part of the United States of 
America, in the year 1753; that he was well acquainted with James Thompson, of the said city, merchant, 
and Catharine, his wife, from the year 1764 to the year 1775, and with the son and daughters of the said 
James Thompson and Catharine, his wife, to wit: with Jacob Thompson, the son; Mary Thompson, 
deceased, late the wife of Jacob Ricketts; Ann Thompson, who married Elbridge Gerry, late Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, deceased; and Catharine Thompson, who married Isaac Coles, all and each of 
whom were born in the said city of New York, and are native citizens of the United States. Sworn to 
and subscribed before John I. Irving, first judge of the court of common pleas for the city and county of 
New York, dated December 3, 1824. 

Also, an original deposition of James. Morris, stating that James Thompson, formerly a merchant of 
the city of New York, married a daughter of Jacob Walton, also merchant of the said city, and grand- 
father to this deponent; and that the said James Thompson, at the time of his decease, left several 
children, to wit: Ann, widow of the late Elbridge Gerry, who, at the time of his decease, was Vice 
President of the United States; and that the s said Ann Gerry, formerly Ann Thompson, as this de »ponent 
is informed and believes, was born in the city of New York, and resides in Boston, in the State of 
Massachusetts; and this deponent further saith that the said James Thompson left another daughter, to 
wit, Catharine Coles, formerly Catharine Thompson, who, as this deponent is informed and believes, was 
born in the said city of New York, and who resides, as this deponent is informed, in the State of Virginia; 
and this deponent further saith that the said James Thompson left another daughter, to wit, Mary, who 
married Jacob Ricketts, and that the said Mary Ricketts, formerly Mary Thompson, is since dead; and 
this deponent further saith that he is informed and believes that the said Mary Ricketts, formerly Mary 
Thompson, at the time of her decease, left several children, to wit, William, George, Jacob, Elizabeth, 
Anna Maria, and Henrietta, and that they are, as this deponent is informed and believes, citizens of the 
United States; and this deponent further saith that Jacob Thompson is the only surviving son of the said 
James Thompson, and that the said Jacob Thompson, as this deponent is informed, resides at Bath, in the 
kingdom of Great Britain; and further this deponent saith not. Sworn to and subscribed before Smith 
Thompson, one of the judges of the supreme court of the United States of the State of New York, dated 
November 29, 1824. 

Also, an original deposition of John Pintard, of the city of New York, stating that he is a resident 
of the said city, and has been such the greater part of his life; that he is aged sixty years and upwards; 
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that he knew James Thompson, of the said city, merchant; that Mary Thompson, one of his daughters, 

was the wife of Jacob Ricketts, also of the said city of New York; that Jacob Ricketts, the husband of 

said Mary, had six children, to wit, William, George, Jacob, jr., Anna Maria, Elizabeth, and Henrietta; 
that the said Jacob Ricketts resided with his family a great part of his life in the said city, and that all 
of the said children above named are citizens of the United States, to the best of the knowledge, 
recollection, and belief of this-deponent. Sworn to and subscribed before Samuel D. Craig, of the State of 
New York, @ commissioner to take affidavits, and dated December 8, 1824. 

The claim of Severino Palao to the above lot No, 134, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish 

title, is founded on— 2 

' A copy of a mesne conveyance from Eloisa Marcos, executrix of Adelaida Chapron, deceased, passed 
before Governor Zuniga, countersigned by Domingo Sausa and Joseph Cevallos, assistant witnesses, 
dated July 23, 1816; certified to be a true copy by Henrique de Grandpre, constitutional alcalde, counter- 
signed by Luis Daunoy and Sebastian Caro, assistant witnesses, July 14, 1821. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, stating that Adelaida Chapron purchased the said lot and buildings thereon from John Forbes 
September 23, 1809. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Severino Palao proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title papers. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 24. 


A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 205, and the corresponding garden 
lot, in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, 
with an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of 
the act of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to 
lands within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lots No. 205, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— ‘ 

An original certificate of survey executed by Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of 
West Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George Johnstone, esq., captain general, &c.; 
certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original patent made to James Thompson by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, under the great seal, 
countersigned by Alexander McLellan, deputy provost secretary, dated November 10, 1766, upon the 
usual conditions. 

Nore.—Vide depositions of Thomas Barclay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 23. 

The claim of Joseph Bonifay to the above lot No. 205, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish 
titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Louis Gayarre to the claimant, passed befure H. M. Brackenridge, 
alcalde and notary public, countersigned by Joseph E. Caro, dated October 1, 1821; certified to be a true 
copy by Joseph E. Caro, notary public, and charged with the archives, dated August 22, 1822. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, stating that Joseph Bonifay purchased from Louis Gayarre January 15, 1819. This deed recites 
that Gayarre purchased from Francisca Albert, widow Rafael Ramos, by private act of sale, April 1, 1818. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Joseph Bonifay proved, by parol testimony, that lot 
No. 205 was granted to Rafael Ramos by Governor Folch in the year 1804 or 1305, anlthat the said lot 
was enclosed and a frame house built thereon by the said Ramos. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


No. 25. 


A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 56, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act 
of Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands 
within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 





The claim of Jacob Thompson, citizen of the United States, to the above town and garden lots No. 
56, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an original certificate of survey executed by Elias Durnford, 
surveyor general of the province of West Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George 
Johnstone, esq., captain general and governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province 
aforesaid; certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original patent granted by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and governor-in-chief in 
and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, to Jacob Thompson, dated December 8, 1766; 
‘Signed and countersigned under the great seal. 

Note.—Vide depositions of Thomas Barclay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 23. 

The claim of Santiago Colman to the northern half of the above lot No. 56, in the city of Pensacola, 
derived from Spanish titles, is founded on a copy of a mesne conveyance from Joaquin Barela to the 
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claimant, passed before Governor Folch and the assistant witnesses, Mathias Cervera and Francisco 
Xavier Navarro, August 29, 1815; certified to be a true copy by the same persons on the same day, This 
deed recites that a house on the said lot is likewise conveyed. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph HE. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, which shows that Barela purchased of William McVoy, August 21, 1805; that McVoy purchased 
of John Innerarity, January 16, 1804; that Innerarity purchased of*Francisco Duverges, by an act of sale 
passed before Governor Howard and the assistant witnesses, Cervera and Navarro, January 16, 1804, 
This deed recites that the whole of the said lot was granted to the said Duverges by Baron de Carondelet, 
governor general of Louisiana, February 24, 1796. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Santiago Colman proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers attached to the said title papers, and that the said lot No. 56 was 
enclosed anterior to the grant of the same to Francisco Duverges by William Panton. 

The claim of Joseph Roche to the southern half of the above lot No, 56, in the city of Pensacola, 
derived from Spanish titles, is founded on a copy of a mesne conveyance from William McVoy to the 
claimant, passed before Governor Howard and the assistant witnesses, Mathias Cervera and Franciseo 
Xavier Navarro, January 17, 1804; certified to be a true copy by the same persons on the same day. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, which states that William McVoy purchased of John Innerarity January 16, 1804, and that 
Innerarity purchased of Francisco Duverges January 16, 1804. 

Nore.—Vide the above testimony adduced in support of the claim of Santiago Colman, which likewise 
applies to this claim. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON, 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 26. 


A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 80, and the corresponding garden lot, in 
the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with an 
abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lots No. 80, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on an original certificate of survey executed by 
Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of West Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excel- 
lency George Johnstone, esq., captain general and governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s 
said province; certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original grant made to Hamilton Young by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, dated December 8, 1766; 
signed and countersigned under the great seal. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from Hamilton Young to James Thompson, dated August 
29 and 30, 1769; acknowledged and recorded in due form. 

Nore.—Vide depositions of Thomas Barclay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 23. 

The claim of Josefina Granpera to the above lot No. 80, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish 
titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Charles Lavalle to Josefina Granpera, executed before H. 
M. Brackenridge, alcalde, and Joseph E. Caro, July 16, 1822; certified to be a true copy by the said 
Brackenridge. 

Also, an extract from the public archives, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper thereof, 
which states that said Lavalle purchased of Joseph Verignon November 29, 1821; that the said Verignon 
purchased at public auction, as the property of John McGonnegal, November 2, 1821; that McGonnegal 
purchased of Genevieve Dubuison Baldiras, attorney in fact of Vincente Sebastian Pintado, August 14, 
1819; that said Pintado purchased of James Wilson August 19, 1816; that said Wilson purchased of 
Charles Lavalle April 24, 1815; that said Lavalle purchased of Panton, Leslie & Co., by act of sale duly 
authenticated, dated April 1, 1803, in which it is recited that said lot was granted to said Panton, Leslie 
& Co. April 16, 1796, by the Baron de Carondelet, governor of Louisiana and West Florida. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Josefina Granpera proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the title papers, and that the said lot was enclosed and two 
small frame houses built thereon by William Panton in the year 1797 or 1798. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


A report of a claim tv a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 19, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity with the provision of the 4th section of the act 
of Congress approved May &, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lots No. 79, in the city of Pensacola, 1s founded on— 
An original certificate of survey made by Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of West 


Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George Johnstone, esq., captain general and governor- 
’ oD ’ ’ Oo 


in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province; certified June 23, 1766. 
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Also, an original grant made to Robert Ross Waddle by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
commander-in-chicf in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, upon the usual condi- 
tions, dated December 8, 1766; signed and countersigned under the great seal. , 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from Robert Ross Waddle to James Thompson, dated Sep- 
tember 14 and 15, 1767; acknowledged and recorded in due form. 

Nore.—Vide depositions of Thomas Barclay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 23. 

The claim of John Brosnaham to the above lot No. 79, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish 
titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Ana O’Connor, widow Gray, to the claimant, passed before 
William King, colonel of the 4th regiment of United States infantry, and temporary governor, and Michael 
McKinzie, secretary, January 14, 1819; certified to be a true copy on the 25th of the same month, This 
deed recites that the widow Gray purchased of John Innerarity, attorney in fact of John Forbes & Co., 
October 18, 1811. 

Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from John Innerarity, executor of the widow Trouillet, to John 
Forbes & Co., passed before Governor Folch and the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sausa and Antonio 
Montes de Oca, July 18, 1809; certified to be a true copy by the same persons August 4, 1809; conveying 
likewise a frame house thirty-four feet square on the said lot; said lot having been sold by the said 
executor at public auction. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said John Brosnaham proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title papers. 

~ All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 28. 


A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No, 135, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence reported in conformity to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lot No. 185, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

An original certificate of survey executed by Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of 
West Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George Johnstone, esq., governor and commander- 
in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province aforesaid; certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original patent made to Abraham Walton by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
governor-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, upon the usual conditions, 
dated December 8, 1766; signed and countersigned by Alexander McLellan, deputy provost secretary, 
under the great seal. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from Abraham Walton to James Thompson, dated June 1, 
1769; signed and acknowledged, and recorded in due form. 

Nore.—Vide depositions of Thomas Barclay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 23. 

The claim of Pedro Senac to one-half of the above lot No. 135, in the city of Pensacola, derived from 
Spanish titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Vicente Crespo, attorney in fact of John Domingues, to the 
claimant, passed before Governor Howard and the assistant witnesses, Barrios and Navarro, August 27, 
1806; certified to be a true copy by Governor Maxent, Sausa and Montes de Oca, assistant witnesses, 
May 8, 1809. 

In addition to the foregoing title paper, the said Pedro Senac proved, by parol testimony, the signa- 
tures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title paper, and that about the year 1789 there was a 
building on the said lot, which was built by John Domingues, and that it has been occupied as private 
property ever since. 

The claim of Maria Vellon to the other half of lot No, 135, in the city of Pensacola, derived from 
Spanish titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Estevan Adam to the claimant for the above half lot and buildings 
thereon, passed before Governor Collell, countersigned by Domingo Sausa and Juan Villaverde, dated 
January 5, 1811; certified to be a true copy by the same persons on the same day. This deed recites that 
Estevan Adam purchased the same from Maria Lafrang December 7, 1809. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said Maria Vellon proved, by parol testimony, the sig- 
natures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title paper. 

Nore.—Vide documentary and parol proof adduced in support of the claim of Pedro Senac, which 
likewise applies to this claim. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
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No. 29. 


A report of a claim to lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 254, and the corresponding garden lot, 
in the district of West F lorida, by titles emanating from. the British and Spanish governments, with 
an abstract of the evidence cs ag ted in conformity to the provisions of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled “An act for ascertaining claims and titles to lands within 
the Territories of Florida,” by the under ‘signed commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lots No. 254, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

An original certificate of surve y; executed by Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of 
West Flor ida, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
commander-in-chief in and over his Mi ijesty’s province aforesaid; “certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original grant made to James Thompson by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
commander-in-chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, under the usual 
conditions; signed and countersigned under the great seal, and dated November ‘10, 1766. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from James Thoimpson to David Johnstone, dated N vovember 
13 and 14, 1767; signed, acknowledged, and recorded in due form. 

Also, an original deed of lease and release from David Johnstone to James Thompson for the said 


town and earden lots sila 254, dated August 28 and 29, 1769; signed, acknowledged, and recorded in 


due form. 
Nore.—Vide on of Thomas Barclay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 23, 


The claim of John de la Rua to the above lot No. 254, in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish 
titles, is founded on—- 

An original grant from the intendant, Morales, made to Joseph de la Pena, countersigned by Francisco 
G. Arroyo, secretary, dated March 24, 1812. 

Also, a copy of a mesne conveyance from said Pena to John de la Rua, executed before Governor 
Masot and the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sausa and José Cevallos, December 2, 1817; certified to be 
a true copy by Masot and the same assistants on the day of the execution thereof. 

In addition to the foregoing title papers, the said John de la Rua proved, by parol testimony, the 
signatures of the Spanish officers annexed to the said title papers, and that between the years 1812 and 
1814 the said lot was enclosed and a small framed house built upon it; ever since which period the said 
lot has been considered private property. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





No. 30. 


‘A report of a claim to a lot of ground in the city of Pensacola, No. 81, and the corresponding g crarden lot, 
in the district of West Florida, by titles emanating from the British and Spanish g eovernments, with 
an abstract of the evidence re porte -d in conformity. to the provision of the 4th section of the act of 
Congress approved May 8, 1822, entitled ‘An act for ascertaining the claims and titles to lands 
within the Territories of Florida,” by the undersigned commissioners, to wit: 


The claim of the heirs of James Thompson, citizens of the United States, to the above town and 
garden lots No. 81, in the city of Pensacola, is founded on— 

An original certificate of survey made by Elias Durnford, surveyor general of the province of West 
Florida, pursuant to a warrant from his excellency George Jolinstone, esq., captain general and governor- 
in-chief in and over his Majesty’s province of West Florida; certified June 23, 1766. 

Also, an original grant made to Robert Thompson by George Johnstone, esq., captain general and 
governor-in chief in and over his Britannic Majesty’s province of West Florida, upon ‘the usual. conditions, 
dated December 8, 1766; signed and countersigned under the great seal. 

Norr.—Vide depositions of Thomas Bar clay, James Morris, and John Pintard, copied in report No. 238. 

The claim of Domingo Torri to one-fourth of the above lot No. 81, in the city of Pensacola, derived 
from Spanish titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Joseph Tello to the claimant, passed before Governor Collell, and 
the assistant witnesses, Domingo Sausa and Juan Villaverde, October 16, 1810; certified to be a true 
copy by Joseph E. Caro, notary public, and charged with the public archives, August 23, 1822. This 
deed recites that the said Tello purchased of John Domingues March 22, 1810. 

In addition to the foregoing title paper, the said Domingo Torri proved, by parol testimony, that John 
Domingues built a house on lot No. 81, and enclosed it more than twenty years ago, which house was 
afterwards consumed by fire; that the said Domingues held possession of the said lot three or four years; 
that there are buildings at present on the lot, and “that it has been in the possession of those claiming 


under said Domingues ever since. 
The claim of Ana Maestre to one-half of the above lot No. 81, in the city of Pensacola, derived from 


Spanish titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Louis Maestre to the claimant, passed before Enrique de Grandpre, 
constitutional alcalde, and the assistant witnesses, Louis Dounoy and Sebastian Caro, March 22, 1822; 
certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public archives, January 2, 1823. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true copy by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, ‘which states that Maestre purchased the said half lot at a public sale of the estate of Domingo 
Salas, deceased, October 18, 1820; that Salas purchased of Francisco Bonal August 25, 1818; that Bonal 
purchased of Domingo Salas, executor of Dalmacio Salas, on the day last aforesaid; that Dalmacio Salas 
purchased of Vicente Crespo, attorney in fact of John Domingues, May 11, 1805. 

Nore.—See the foregoing claim for proof of the performance of conditions. 
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The claim of the legal representatives of John Keyser, deceased, to one-fourth of the above lot No. 81, 
in the city of Pensacola, derived from Spanish titles, is founded on— 

A copy of a mesne conveyance from Francisco Garriga and Alfonso Salas, attorneys in fact of Joseph 
Gomez, to John Keyser, passed before Enrique de Grandpre, constitutional alcalde, and the assistant 
witnesses, Louis Dounoy and Sebastian Caro, May 1, 1821; certified to be a true copy by the same persons 
on the same day. 

Also, an extract from the protocols, certified to be a true one by Joseph E. Caro, keeper of the public 
archives, which states that Joseph Gomez purchased of James Barcelo December 15, 1815; that Barcelo 
purchased of the estate of Manucl Camps December 15, 1815; that Camps purchased of Francisco 
Simon May 23, 1815; that Simon purchased of Vicente Crespo, attorney in fact of John Domingues, 
by an act of sale passed before Governor Folch August 8, 1804. 

Nore.—See the claim of Domingo Torri for proof of the performance of condition. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





Abstract of claims to lots in the village of St. Carlos de Barrancas, founded on permits of improvements which 
have been reported to Congress by the undersigned commissioners. 






































Present claimant. Original claimant. Nature of claim. Ee Dimensions of lots. By whom issued. z 
E s|s E 
1} Mariana Bonifay ....... | Joaquin Barela ....... -| Permit of improvement |......| 10 |..ccccccccsccscsecceceeeeee| GOVErnOr Folch...... 1799 
2] Fernando Moreno......| Francisco Ximenes .... |eeeeeeeees O...0.. 0000+, 1796 | 11 | 170 feet front by 340 deep.|........d0..... coccece|] 1806 
3] Ana Folch .... ........| Francisco Duverge.....|..+..0+ sist AUgicistere sideiececfomanse Gi cists casicianseseern wareacavicle’ |tsreeeeedOseereceecees 1799 
4] Alfonso Salas........0.| Carreras and Barela....|.sccceccced Oe cecccccccalecccce|! DF Jooceccvece ove see sie eswieees JocccceccedOcccccceccces| 1800 
5 | Ygnacio Serra.........| Manuel Maldonado ....|..... o00ccO.cceee eeceee ccccce| 20 | Arpent lt ...cccccccee ee eee 1804 
Wiis Mccscansinitios Re ener: kre edie Dasusd PEs Fee See Meee F 
7 JecccecdOccccccccccccceee| PCUFO ROA ..cccccccoeeleccees ee redOcccciee seccce|sccccclecsees|cecece GO. eee cocccee oc eeee | Commandant of Eng.| 1814 
8 |reeees D0siccesees abaiemeieie eisieere UOinacisle AAACN OLCS| CCOCROr 5a dO Ossisars sgaiiele coctacts areten mere QGas ses di Sadaaneeey Licance "iW cere meee ..| 1814 
9 | Joaquin Barela ........ John Lacosta......ccesloccesccees dO. .eoee Pe Coro = al Ie ce ccc cccccecccccces Governor Folch...... 1807 
De siicc: Miartninsivasncis eissncMBincccds veeveneafeoensseset Mivciasicneuaddimonndsneene honunaWinhad Nikenennnk ates ieenaniollusankes cesses] 1807 
11 |*Rosalia Segoria, Widow | 

Batilatil ica eeesicean occ | DIC SO NA AlAZ UE wc oeic ace | seas sce AO sissicaisiconemalleassaie stand b.a | alee ate naialesRacolsveieicws dle seisidicleaeueivanstivecceh aera 
12 | Joaquin Barela ........ | Joaquin Barela .... ceeelecceceseesdOceceeececees| 1802 |...00. ee eeeeees oceeccccee | Governor Folch......} 1817 
SE een Cee erence See Heme ey 
14 |*Juan Suarez. ....-.ee06| Vicente CrespO oe. cece |eceecceeeedQeesccevecccelescces os See cee eeeeeees |. seeee toccecee covesecs| 1822 





* The origin of this claim is not recited. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 


In the year 1795 or 1796 Governor Folch laid out a town between a quarter and a half mile from the 
fort of Barrancas, and on the same side of the entrance into the bay of Pensacola. It is in evidence 
before us that it was his intention to have removed the city of Pensacola to that place, but was probably 
prevented from doing so in consequence of a failure to obtain the ratification of the King. His sanction 
seems to have been indispensable, from an examination of the proceedings touching the alteration and 
sale of the public square by the cabildo. Representations are said to have been made to his Catholic 
Majesty, in opposition to the measure, by the citizens of Pensacola, but whether any reply was ever 
received we have been unable to learn. 

All these claims are founded on mesne conveyances, the original permits being lost, as stated in our 
reports upon abstracts A and E. We have, however, had access to one of them. From an examination 
of it, and the parol testimony exhibited to this board, it appears that there never was anything more 
given by Governor Folch than permits to improve and occupy the lots, intending to give them grants 
whenever the plan should be approved by the King. In one of these mesne conveyances the grantor 
recites “that he conveys the improvements on said lot, and, should he obtain the grant, conveys thereby 
the lot also;” whilst in other cases the improvements and lots were transferred in the proper offices; 
thus, it would seem, recognizing a property in the lots. 

These lots have been improved as other gratuities, and in all of them the deraignment is complete. 
The mesne conveyances recite the names of the original claimants, as well as the fact of improvements 
having been made, without giving the date, in some instances, at which they were made. We have, in 
such cases, dated the improvements from that of the mesne conveyances. 

The lots embraced in this class are within musket shot of Fort Carlos de Barrancas; and if the 
claimants are considered as having a title to them, we presume it could be only upon the condition that 
they should be subject to all the restrictions imposed by the laws and usages of Spain relative to lands 
contiguous to forts and fortifications. As we have been unable to obtain access to the laws upon this 
subject, we have considered it most proper, both.for the United States and the claimants, that we should 
report the cases for the final determination of Congress. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 
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These lots purport to have been sold by the constitutional ayuntamiento in 1813, and by Governor 
Masot in 1817. Most of the latter lie in the rear of Romana street, within the alteration of the suburbs 
of the city made by Intendant Morales in 1807 and 1808, by which the garden lots upon the British plan 
were converted into arpent and building lots. 

From an examination of the original proceedings relative to these sales, we find a dictamen of 
Governor Masot, dated December 2, 1817, reciting that he had convoked the junta of royal hacienda, and 
that it was ordered that the King’s houses and lots in the town of Pensacola, and in the suburb thereof, 
be exposed to sale at public auction. Also, a decree of said governor, dated February 4, 181%, stating 
that, a number of persons who had purchased at the public sale aforesaid not having paid the amount of 
their purchase money, advertisements be set up in the most public places notifying them that unless 
they came forward within three days and complied with the conditions of the sale, the said lots would 
be adjudged to others who petitioned for the same. Also, a decree of said Masot, dated February 1, 
1818, setting forth that the prolongation allowed by the foregoing decree of the 4th instant had elapsed, 
declaring the sales made to those who had not complied with the conditions, nor availed themselves of 
the indulgence thereby extended, null and void, and that the said lots be adjudicated to others who might 
petition for them at the price at which they were originally sold. 

In some cases deeds and certificates of sale were given to the parties as evidence of title; in others 
their claims are founded alone upon the original proceedings relative to the sales, which show that the 
lots were stricken off to the claimants at various prices, or were afterwards adjudicated to them in 
consequence of the original vendees failing to pay the purchase money in compliance with the conditions 
of the sales. The certificates were granted when the party applied for them and paid the price at which 
the lots were sold; and in them was uniformly an acknowledgment of the receipt of the money. The 
original proceedings, in some instances, show that the purchase money was paid where no certificates 
were issued, which we have supposed should be received as conclusive. Where no such proof is exhibited 
the presumption must be that the payment has never been made. 

The claims embraced in this class have been rejected from various considerations. Some were 
believed to be antedated or fraudulent; in other cases the purchase or adjudication was made and the 
certificates of sale issued subsequent to January 24,1818. Even where the purchase or adjudication was 
completed prior to, and the certificates were given after, the limitation, we did not consider ourselves 
authorized, under the acts of Congress, to give them confirmation. 

In our abstract we have been particular in giving both the date of the certificates and that at which 
the purchase or adjudication was made. We have also stated in our column of general remarks the cases 
in which the payment of the purchase money appears not to have been acknowledged in any of the docu- 
ments within our possession. The claims rejected from a belief that they are antedated or fraudulent are 
clearly identified in the same part of our abstract. Except the two last-mentioned claims, we have no 
doubt that the titles included in this abstract are bona fide, and ought to be confirmed. Under such 
circumstances the claimants have at least an equity to sustain their titles, and we cannot hesitate to 
recommend them to Congress for their confirmation. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioncrs. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 






















=< 
a 
— 
iam 
© 
Ho 
om 
Zz, 
—_ 
dp) 
= 
— 
< 
=| 
ie) 


‘er pure ‘11 ‘oT pazaquinu Sopyiqua ay Aq Ino prey svar YoryAar ‘sia yO puv aaI10y *'T soUELP JO WIV]D 9A UIA Satajs9IUT 1O[ STULL, 


‘ALIHM ‘W Hdasor 
‘NO.LYGAO “YU THONVS 


*opliqus ayi Aq yno prey sv ‘TFA pueutpsagy jo adunbs ayi uO sal] JOT STL, 





*payiurqns Ayjnjyoadsaa st yor [TV 


*M syoviieg plo pure 


*asnoy-jayeul B FuNIIIa Jo asudind ayy 1o0j pawwesy 


‘06 
‘61 
‘ST 


‘ON 
“ON 


‘OL ‘ON Modsy veg ‘ON 


“SMUVWGY TVAYANAD 


"CIQL ‘Te Jaquis00q UoNone oI[qnd Iv plos ‘OT 
“pIST ‘FT Youve UONone atqnd Ie Plog *L 
*PIST ‘GI Wore, uoToNe olfqnd ye pjog “9 

‘ayep juasaid a2 01 ETSI WOIJ JO] Pres ay? poliquyuUl puv padoidurl sey sojuTss aUL, ‘€ 





O1sT 
LIst 


were rereleses 


weet eeesleeee 


eeeeesceleres 


were receleees 


ee eeesesieeee 


eeeeeseaisere 


eeeeseceleoce 


soseceserecoesssgperce cess 
see ceeeeesoesecgpeeee sees 
seseesseoeeeescegpeoss cess 


VSSRQ T= 96 4e'es 


seeee*sopuquld ‘gs aIuaol/ 


meee erase eerseeeeesenessses 
eons 


seeesssorgr ‘og saquiaidag 


seat eeeeeeeeeeeceeegneees recs 


COoe cece ccesoercesceginecce cose 
SECESECTTSUD ISD CORO ee ecese 
BC COO 7) LL 
ec eccecccescsccsgnescecoce 


490 4:0 4/60. 96:0:6 Se'sisigiyels sis :9ie'sie 


seeccccccecccesegnecsecces 





eeee 


Oy 1) | Sanaa | 


S000 F460 eS sees eeesssQnsssseees 


see eeeeeopereees 


tebe teen eeeeeeeeeeeegpeereeeee! 


thee eeeeee sees esses sopeseecees 
thee eeeeeeeeeeeessesgneseees 


| 
| 


sete eeeeee sees eeeeeegpeseecees 


seeeeeopereees 


88680 Cece esesesQnecseceee! 


teense eee eeeeeeeeesapecee cree! 


tee eeeeee nraT Oy, dJaquia0aqg 


teeeeeeeeeees ONT GC JOUIOAOX) 
seee eee seeeseqospiy JOUIIAOS) 
soce cece ccccvegnescecscegneccs 
seeescescseecegnecseccoegneses| 
OO OG ) | BR 1) | 

se eceesesigneess seccgneses 
te eeeeseccecergnesessesegneces 
seereecrccesogneccs sesegpeses 
iia *ZoMueYy JUuLpUaUT 


I ST | 





a ee ea a |) | Taha | 


OE SY |) | Ou 


a a 


Se aVS se ee TTC eds meh s ake e pesos! 


ec eececoceccsesecccsccvegnss | 
SO 1) | an 


S960 05d FO 008 SOSs OSC cE ys. 
Sete isisiegisiaeeesie sine s+ cris egy eee 


SIC ESOC 5 Cee 


sees esos ees soniang 


je eeese 


seeeeesene fq WO Jay ASI 
see Ayysta Aq yuosy yaay ASI 
**¢) aVoYyNAI. UT paqliosap sy 

tees eee eeeeeeeegnereeeeeees 


pe ET CCT 


SP IERESTS CEES SCs eC s/e8'9 5 06-66 


SPCR PES S82 S Fie Sole pete AeS.29:050 


OO ICO +) a 


seesoprreees 


COU IUOOLT | CEO. 


ee eeeerssecees eeee 


socegpeesese 


sete eeereeeegneeeeeeeees 


ee eeee recesses 


tessoprteeeeess 


OC UOT) OU ae 


see eeeeeeeesseecsopeceeenees 


PaSimSin a) Reais sinit wie Segyyeiee 80s F668 


****goaq)-Ajautu Aq aay ASIN] 


ce 


8I 
9T 
ST 
ial 
el 
Il 


a o 
“= 


Ore oe See 


Por 
S8LT ‘Te 
LIST ‘T 
LISTSLT 
LIQT ‘LI 
LIST ‘LI 
LIST LT 
LISI LT 
LISI LT 
LIST ‘2 
eIst‘le 
| CesT 
eIRt ‘08 
eIgt ‘oe 
6I8I “6G 
SIST ‘8s 
FIST FE 
FISI “ST 
e181 ‘oe 
est ‘0g 
Elsi ‘ie 


Av 
‘ues 
‘2ad 
‘00d 
‘000 
‘00d 
‘00d 
‘00d 
‘00d 
‘200 
Avy 
"000 
‘00d 
"AON 
"AON 
‘00d 
yore 
‘00d 
‘00g 
‘00d 


seeees qugmaAOIdUt! Jo WULIg 
Hteeeeeeeeee eeeeesuorssaou0g 
se ee ee cece eeeeeeeeeeeeerqupisy 
Steet eee ee te eeeeeeess emequpiey 
Stee eee eee e enews eeeee eeyupiey 
Wt eens eeeeeeneeseeeeeeequpiey 
Stee eee eeeeeeeeereeeee equip 
tte se eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeenupisy 
Steet eters eeeeeeee eee engupisy 
seeeeeerees Opriqua ayy Aq afeg 
seeeeeeees sagupsdAUOd JUSdIL 


tee e ee eeeereeeeeeeesgnesee secs 


teeeeeeeees optique ayy Aq ayes 


a TODOS UC IO) | LCS IL 


teeeeesess saoupsQAUOD JUSAI 
Sete eeeeeeeceeeeeesoneeee cers 


REIL GOOLOUIOC 7) OCU 


Pico DiniGiesisimeitie se 9 8ibies payeeiseseie.< 


ee eeeersese opiiqvo ayy 4q ales 


seeeeereeees sorezuon [aNULIAL 


nseeeessceeesaenss sessgpesees 
see seseeecceresesescgpsreoee 


Seen eee eceeeseeeeeeeeroneseces 
tees eeeeeeonequtd "Sg ODA 
te ee sere eeeesoonaarry "g UNOL 
cocveccocos SOIC OOSIOULIT 
see ee ence reeeeeeseeeroneseees 
teeeeeseeeeeeergnbeg ‘gq uyor 
seeeeeeeceeoes Kpruog ydasor 
seeees JaIqu oqneg oostouvly 
te eeeeeeeeeeees cosa OlBUs] 
seeeeeeeoeoes UOSUUG SIA AA 
teeeeeceeeeeeseeoprora ydasor 
te eeeeeeoere ee QTAIC OSUIWIOG 
sees eeee eeeeoraqUOp OLUOIMY 


| 


I ee ee vSaLON ydasor (80s siaisicinie sissies vsalON Ydasor 


seeeeeeesees corzuoy januey 


Shee eee eeee ene eeeegreeeeee seceeesessesesse sees Opeseees 


so eceecccccecesccoces ea peccecs 


Co eeee cree sercescsesorgnersces 


sere ceeeeeseseesessee 


‘ope ot 
toprettss 
soprtte 
teeeeesees opEzUtd *g QIUaOIA 
te eeeeeeseeessgaion “Ty soulur 
seers UTASIOT (OQ UOIBARH 
“ees peaqaty AA pue UTS 
teeeee cess eees sung ‘g OBES] 


Seer ee sree sereseeeees 


eee e cere eeeeeeeseeeee 


eeee 


eeee 


COC ersecccereces sQneseses 


st esse eeeersnieg “AA O10 

seeeeeees on Ag pur oUerT 
°°" UOSULIg S1aII AA JO SIIOT] 
eeeeeescee seeeee ROTA ydesor 
teeeeeereeos OUaIO[ OPUBUIIT 


teeeeeeeeees Gig UO] OIUOIUY 


anwrtnor od oe 


_ 











*pasojoua 
2g uodn yIng 


*padaains Woy Ag 





| 
*‘posoains Woy AL | 
| 


*pansst woya Ag 


*JO[ JO SUOTSUBTHIG 





“ulIv]d JO aIVq 








*SUIIRID JO O1NIVNY 


“‘qUULUIIL]D [LUISUO 








*queUIIY]O JUasag 








paubisuapun ay? fiq 


ssaibuog 07 paj.oda. waaq anny Yyoryn pun ‘suorssaauod 


T 


"SMIUOISSUWOD 
snopnjoib pup opnqnva ay} Jo sajos ay, uo papunof ‘njospouag ur atonbs ayqnd ayz uo sjop 07 swnja fo 90448QP 














I 


ATS pe Re 





Sasa 








230 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 454. 





The above claims are in that part of the city of Pensacola commonly called the plaza, or public 
square, lying between Alcanis and Palafox streets on the east and west, and New street on the north 
according to the Spanish plan of Pensacola, and between George and Charlotte streets in the British plan 
of the same. 

The undersigned commissicners, aware of the deep interest that is felt by the individual claimants 
as well as the municipal ‘authorities, in the decision which must be given upon the validity of these claims. 
have entered upon their examination with the reluctance and diffidence which their importance and 
difficulties have imposed, and with the deliberate consideration which the various questions of national 
municipal, and local law involved in their decision require, so far as they had access to any information 
on the subject. 

The town of Pensacola was founded by the Spaniards in the year 1696. When the Spanish and 
French governments were contending for colonial aggrandizement in America, it was taken by the French 
and retaken by the Spaniards; but whether it was only a military post or a regular town it is difficult to 
determine from any information within our reach. It is presumed, however, that during these changes 
and revolutions no regular plan of the town was formed until it came into the possession of the British 
government by the treaty of 1763; and whether there was an act of incorporation or not made under the 
directions of the Board of Trade and Plantations, or the local authorities, is a question of equal uncertainty, 
From the records in our possession it is evident that there was a regular plan made under the British 
government, with a large public square and other reserves, and all the town and garden lots granted to 
individuals according to that plan; and during the period that the British government exercised jurisdic- 
tion and sovereignty over these provinces there was no grant to any part of the public square, and no 
buildings erected thereon, except those for public and common purposes. 

The most important question involved in the consideration of the subject is, in what light was the 
public square viewed by the British government, and what right did Spain acquire under the conquest in 
1781, and the subsequent treaty of cession in 1783? It is evident from the British plan of Pensacola 
and the records that the above-mentioned portion of the town was yet a part of a common to the town, 
which could not be intruded upon or reduced to private property without manifest injury to the individual 
grantees and purchasers contiguous thereto. It is believed that under the common law of England a 
public square in a town and city could not be granted by the sovereign any more than a street or highway; 
and it has been settled by repeated adjudications, both in that country and in the United States, that any 
power or privilege contained in an act of incorporation cannot be repealed by a subsequent act of 
Parliament or legislature without the insertion of a special clause conferring that authority. That there 
was a charter or act of the local legislature for the establishment of the town there can be no doubt, and 
laid out by the surveyor general of the province in conformity thereto, That the British authorities 
considered that no part of the square thus laid off in the general plan could be granted is conclusively 
demonstrated by the circumstance that during the twenty years they occupied the place no portion of 
it was appropriated to individual uses. Whether there was an act of incorporation in addition to the one 
establishing the town would not materially affect the main question above stated, or lessen the force of 
the vested rights of the contiguous grantees and purchasers, as well as the community, in their privilege 
of ingress and egress upon that part of the town appropriated for the common benefit of the whole, and 
acquiesced in by an uninterrupted continuity of possession for twenty years. 

Property, as defined by writers on general and national law, is either public, common, or private; 
and although the sovereign can appropriate private property for public uses by making a fair compensation 
to the individual owner, it arises from the principle recognized by all governments, that individual rights 
must bend to the pressing exigency of a whole community; but when a resort of that kind is made, it is 
not by arbitrary compulsion, but by giving an ample indemnity and equivalent for the property thus 
appropriated, and in such cases all that the sovereign does is to compel a relinquishment of his possessions 
fur a fair price. It is said by Blackstone and De Lolme, on the British constitution, that none but the 
sovereign or legislature can exercise this power. The right which a community enjoy in a public highway 
or public square is as perfect as any right of private property secured by law. It follows, necessarily, 
that where a right of common is established it cannot be taken away without the consent of the owners, 
or without indemnification for the injuries they sustain. They can, at any time, voluntarily surrender their 
privileges and rights in favor of the sovereign, and their alienation would make it public property and 
subject to the disposition of the sovereign authorities wherever they may be lodged. That the inhabitants 
of the town and the contiguous grantees had a common interest and right in the public square of the 
town there can be but little doubt, and this right they cannot be deprived of without their free consent 
or a fair equivalent. Upon the principle above stated, an alteration of the square between a front proprietor 
and the bay would materially injure the price of his property, obstruct a free circulation of air, and destroy 
his prospect—privileges for which he may have paid much more than he would have done had he anticipated 
the alteration—and render his position less valuable for business. Any alteration of that kind without his 
consent would be a serious injury to his right of property without remuneration, and upon the principle 
above stated could not legally be done. 

The next inquiry is, what change did the conquest of this province, in the year 1781, make in the 
existing rights of individuals? It is believed to be a well-established principle of the laws of nations 
that a sovereign can alienate any portion of his domain without a provision in favor of individual rights, 
by making compensation, which grows out of the paramount right, denominated the right of eminent 
domain. Of the propriety of this principle it is needless here to enter into any discussion, The conqueror 
would enforce the position at the point of the bayonet, and the conquered must submit. This place having 
been captured by the Count de Galvez, such conditions might have been imposed on the inhabitants; but 
in the articles of capitulation, and subsequently in the treaty of cession, a provisional reservation of the 
rights of British grantees was made. These were permitted to sell within a limited period. The purchasers 
from the conquered inhabitants, in whose favor such indulgence had been given by treaty, succeeded to 
all the rights and privileges which they enjoyed, and among others the right of common. The plan of the 
town remained unaltered for twenty years under the Spanish government, during which period her own 
subjects acquired rights, contiguous to the square, of the same character as those which existed in the 
British grantees, and no alteration was thought of until the mines of Mexico ceased to pour their floods 
of gold into the coffers of the provincial government, when the hungry rulers began to devise ways and 
means, at any sacrifice, to fill their exhausted and decayed treasury. They soon forgot the res communes, 
and the distinction de divisione rerum during this period. However, permits were granted in one or two 
instances to erect temporary improvements, by officers of the garrison, to those who wished to supply the 
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garrison or town with marketing, &c., which is a common practice under the Spanish government in the 
vicinity of forts, where they are forbidden by law to grant titles of property. These permits are presumed 
to have been of that character, with special clauses to that effect, and conferring usufructuary rights only. 

The first alteration of the square was projected by Governor Folch y Juan in 1802, and the most of 
the lots granted in the year 1804 and 1805. The alteration was of that part most remote from the bay 
and lying between the streets east and west before mentioned, and between Intendencia and New streets, 
a continuation of Government street on the north and south, and contained thirty-three lots. Folch, at the 
same time, contemplated a removal of the town of Barrancas. In 1806, when the intendant and superin- 
tendent general, Morales, arrived here, he disapproved of the project, and refused to confirm the titles given 
by Folch, as also to concede the ungranted lots, (vide title of Caso y Luengo,) but decreed that the 

rantees should remain in possession until the decision of his Majesty should be known. Whether it ever 
received the royal sanction we are unable to determine; but several years afterwards Morales granted 
some of those lots. The arguments above stated would equally apply to this alteration, but it was the 
duty of those interested, whose rights and privileges were invaded by this proceeding, to have prosecuted 
their rights under the Spanish government by petition or suit. Their failure to do so is an acquiescence 
and presumed consent of the community and municipal authorities, which, combined with the ratification 
of the intendant, as is evidenced by his granting the lots, the long possession of the claimants, their 
undisturbed possession for twenty years, place those claims in a different point of view from the sales of 
the cabildo. The commissioners will do what the authorities of Spain could legitimately perform; and 
as these lots have been improved and occupied for that length of time with the consent of the officers of 
the government, the local authorities, and the contiguous grantees, although there might have been an 
original defect of power, they will give confirmation to them. The laws of all well-regulated societies 
make a distinction between long-established and prescriptive rights and those undetermined and in jfieri. 
Even usages which are sanctified by immemorial practice assume the character of law. The recent plan 
under the constitutional government, however, has none of those sanctions; it is res integra; the Spanish 
authorities have never approved it; and the United States are now required to do what Spain would have 
done had not the sovereignty been transferred. What Spain would have done can only be ascertained by 
her laws and ordinances; for we must presume that those only are the rules by which every government 
is regulated. 

The water fountains, the places where fairs and markets are held, where the city councils meet, the 
sandy places on the banks of rivers, belong separately to the commons of cities and towns, because they have 
been appropriated and granted for the common use of each city, town, castle or other place.—(Partidas, 
tit. 28,1. 9.) The same work, tit.5,1.15, upon the subject of sale and purchase, declares that “public 
squares, roads, threshing grounds, rivers, and other waters which belong to the King, or the commons of 
any city, cannot be sold or alienated.” ‘Title 32, law 23, provides that “no one ought to erect a house or other 
building or works on the public places, or threshing grounds or roads, which are common to cities, towns, 
or other places; for, as they are left open for the sake of regularity and the common good of all who 
come there, no one ought to take possession of them to labor there for his own particular benefit. And if any 
one contravenes this law, that which he builds there ought to be pulled down and destroyed; and if the 
corporation of the place where the works are constructed choose to retain them for their own use, and not 
pull them down, they may do so; and they may make use of the revenue derived therefrom in the same 
manner as of any other revenue they possess.” 

According to Vattel, b. 1, c. 20, s. 245-6, the eminent domain confers on the sovereign barely the 
power to regulate the manner in which common property is to be used. He cannot alienate or take away the 
right of those who have a share in that property, but the care he ought to take, as the trustee and guardian 
of the public repose, invests him with the power to prescribe laws regulating the manner in which common 
things are to be enjoyed. The exercise of a different power would place this species of property upon 
the ground occupied by that of a public nature, and destroy every feature which would indicate its being 
held and enjoyed in common. The idea inseparably connected with this description of property is, that it 
shall not be reduced to severalty, unless with the consent of all interested. All havea right to a free use 
and servitude in it. The sovereign cannot alone alienate it, but is bound, as the protector of his subject’s 
rights, to prevent any one, either by alienation or otherwise, from usurping more of the common use and 
servitude than that to which he is justly entitled; or disturbing any other in the use of it, or rendering 
it less fit for public purposes. He is obliged to see that this common use is in no way injured or impaired 
by excluding any one, or making a distinction to his disadvantage, by assigning some less, and others 
more, than they could rightfully claim. 

This incontestably proves that the civil law of Spain was as explicit on the subject as that of the 
common law of England. The reference made to the work entitled ‘“ Recopilacion de las Leyes de las 
Indies,” in the proceedings instituted to obtain a ratification of the alteration of the square by the consti- 
tutional ayuntamiento, has been examined with great care, and by no means will bear the construction 
endeavored to be given it. This appears also to have been the opinion of the commandant of engineers. 
It does not confer any authority to alter a square already made, but directs the manner in which squares 
shall be laid off, referring, of course, to the future. 

We have already remarked that the squares of cities, which are considered in the light of common 
property, can only be altered by the concurrence of all the parties concerned. The citizens or corporation 
must legally consent, as well as the sovereign, who stands in the attitude of a trustee. In the case now 
before us, the citizens present themselves in opposition to the measure, and we have no evidence that his 
Catholic Majesty ever acceded to it, which seems to have been indispensable from the proceedings insti- 
tuted to effect its ratification. Anastacio de Arango, commander of engineers, reports that the case is 
“full of obstacles,” and should be submitted to the supreme government. He also intimates, if we under- 
stand him, that the powers of the cabildo, both under the constitution and decrees of the King, relate to 
the sale of lands only. On April 18, 1814, speaking of the new plan of the cabildo, he says: “I never 
believed it could be possible they could interfere with the royal buildings, as such decisions have no 
connexion with those which ought to belong to the constitutional ayuntamiento.” The surveyor general 
and minister of finance of West Florida approve of the alteration, to whom no difficulty was presented. 
However, the King’s attorney at Havana, to whom no reference appears to have been regularly made by 
the intendant, reports inconveniences in the case, and suggests that it should be reported to his Majesty. 
Under the constitution, it should have been forwarded to the provincial deputation, to be approved by 
the Cortes; but whether this was ever done or not, or what was the result, we have been unable to learn. 
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Upon a careful examination of these proceedings, it seems that, in addition to the difficulty growin 
out of the square being common property, it was considered as a military square, with which the cabildo 
could not interfere, agreeable to the opinion of the commandant of engineers. The director of engineers 
in his communication to Apodaca, captain general of Cuba, after protesting against varying the position 
of the military buildings by the new plan of the cabildo, says: “As little could they sell or dispose of 
either the whole or a part of the King’s lots without his sovereign consent; so that I conceive the whole 
ought to revert to the same situation in which it was before any such innovation took place.” In this 
opinion Apodaca concurs, unless it should be attended with prejudicial consequences, in which event he 
would represent the case to his Majesty. José de Soto, governor of West Florida, after an examination 
of the whole proceedings, had previously decreed that “there was no authority by which the plan of the 
town could be altered so as even to interfere with the military buildings,” and prohibited all improvements 
upon the lots sold upon the new plan until the decision of his Majesty should be known. 

From a view of the whole case, the undersigned commissioners cannot believe that the alteration 
of the public square by the cabildo, or the gratuitous concessions, were authorized by law, but with due 
deference submit the case to the decision of Congress. If we have been right in considering it as common 
property, and were to confirm the claims to the lots, it would amount to nothing more than giving the 
assent of the government to the new plan as the ¢rustee of the citizens of Pensacola. The claim of the 
citizens would still be open to investigation before the judicial tribunals. Should it be viewed in the 
light of a military square, it is submitted how far it becomes public property, to the alteration of which 
the commandant of engineers, to whom it was properly referred, never consented; on the contrary, he 
reported against it as illegal, and a matter with which the ayuntamiento had no concern, being without 
the pale of the powers with which they were vested. This is admitted to be a hard case upon most of 
the claimants. ‘The original vendees, it appears, paid a valuable consideration for the lots, and some of 
them have since passed into the hands of innocent purchasers. In equity and justice they are either 
entitled to the lots, or the money with which they were purchased; but how they are to obtain redress 
Congress must determine. 

The alteration of division twenty-four, which was reserved in the original plan for public buildings, 
and to which the proceedings in part relate, appears to us to stand upon different grounds from that of 
the square of the city. The first was reserved for special purposes of a public nature; it was public 
property, and as such was subject to the disposal of the lawful authorities of West Florida.. We have 
therefore given them confirmation. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON, 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





THE ACT OF THE CABILDO, YEAR 1816. 


Judicial proceeding, followed up by sundry inhabitants of this town, in order to obtain possession of 
the lots which they purchased at public sale, to which the collateral (incidental) claim for the piece of 
land appropriated for the church was annexed by order, as brought forward by the reverend vicar general 
and ecclesiastical judge. 


A statement of the individuals who purchased the under-mentioned lots, which were sold at public judicial sale 
by order of the superiority of this town in the months of December, 1813, and January, 1814. 


Lot No, 351, eajadwed to Don Jonquin Barela, for . 2... <0... ceeccccccccencccccvesesces $350 00 
SA PGs ee, SO OF PNT EAIONRD FE TOT oon ik ds cdiencedcaecececctansvenccsosocees 340 00 
Lot No. 359, adjudged to Don Manual Gonzales, for ..............0005 covcceccccccccenes 312 00 
Lot Mo. 360, acjudged to Don Joseph Goumarin, for .... 2.0.60... cccccccscereccecoeoces 145 00 
ae ee ey ee OO, PI OE i iicksasicdcise sacceweesesecswesecwe es 127 00 
Lot No. 365, adjudged to Don Joaquin Barela, for .............. ccc cccccccccccscccscces 50 00 
Lot No. 366, adjudged to Charles Sierra, (colored man,) for ........c0..ceeeeeeeceeeeceees 33 00 
Lot No. 367, adjudged to Don Eugenio A. Sierra, for ....... Reb L EADS EG REREEGON STORRS 156 00 
ee eee ee, IE G0) FPO A NUNIED SIU TOE 6 eidin ss iu cee scree reeccdcinsunssaseewses 55 00 
Lot No. 369, adjsaged to Don Antonio Montora, for ..............0c0s0ccccssssesecccnsseces TT 00 
ee eee eer ee er ne ree rer 232 00 
ee, ee ee ee PN OE 6 di Wies edwin ens goee cere ssw crcestasenesees 231 00 
ne eee rr OD I WRN OE 565 US Wide dn baie wbwis sin wa ee bse ee baw eos ewes 200 00 
ee es) Se Oe Os OUD Oh, NOUR, FOE ok ncivevecvenses secdsasseees seawes 252 00 
re ee, ee ee Or Be SPIO TE go iisk wide censcdcenneases dd scsdaesenees 212 00 
i ee ee TN ig so badd aw bonnes sewed ens eResnesdnee bee's 137 50 
ae 0. 20, Geemeree 60 on Anton Montoro, for . ......... .o0s snes cvvescncessesiecescs 164 00 
ae 20, ee, OD OP SPE SOUND FOUN TOE oo vic 6 bes s.n ces neinessc ens be seems does 200 00 
Lot No. —, adjudged to Charles Sierra, (colored man,) being part of lot No. 246, valued at.... 35 00 
ee, me Un AG BP ED PINOT ss da nisecesescice sees sesssseccinnsasdeee 124 00 
Se ee, A ne WO) PEE CED BIR VRIED, FOP oivvsin soso ceecsoncstesevesssescaweanes 205 00 
ee ee ENE, BIS ok iccnkesceanv ees s dees ereneenebeeee vows 165 00 
eee, ae DUPE, UN ON UINNONN, COE ois sis nwsabeie seN eeu ew es Sen seeeWarsacenese 177 00 

3,980 00 


—————— 


Pensacola, September 4, 1815. Signed on the part of all concerned, by Francisco Barrios, Carlos 
Lavalle. : 
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PETITION FIRST. 


To his honor the Governor and Sup-DELEGATE: 


The undersigned, inhabitants of this place, with decorum and the respect due to your honor, present 
themselves and state that the ayuntamiento, heretofore of this place, did, at the request of the governor, 
Colonel Don Matthew Gonzales Manrique, and with the consent of the deputy minister intendant of finance, 
Don Antonio Cabanis, and of the commander of engineers, Don Anastacio de Arango, by their acts and 
council, ordain the sale, in a public judicial manner, of the additional lots occasioned by the regulation of 
the two squares of Ferdinand the Seventh and of Seville, in the intermediate space; and also the division 
destined for a church, situate between the house of Don Francisco Gonzales de Jente, King’s storekeeper, 
and that of the widow Francisco Albert y Ramos. The object of said sale was to procure with the proceeds 
thereof the indispensable necessaries of subsistence for the garrison and those attached to it, then under 
the most urgent circumstances of misery, in which they were placed by a failure of their supplies of pro- 
visions, and their want of means to procure relief. The exponents, in consequence thereof, purchased the 
lots numbered as in the adjoining statement for the prices detailed therein, four of which only are occupied 
by their owners, which are those of Don Eugenio Antonio Sierra, Don Francisco Gonzales de Jente, and 
Don Lorenzo Bru, in the church division, and Don Joseph Viola on lot No. 9, in the space between the two 
squares, where he has built a house of becoming appearance. But your honor having been informed that 
it was the intention of Don Carles Lavalie likewise to enclose and build upon the lot which he bought near 
the government house, has put a stop to it because the approbation of his Majesty respecting the sale has 
not been received, notwithstanding those who make this representation paid the prices for which the lots 
were sold, and were put into the possession of them by the members of the council commissioned for the 
sale, and who executed the corresponding writings in the public archives. It becomes, therefore, a matter of 
doubt whether they are or are not legitimate owners, and whether they can or cannot dispose of what they 
believe they have acquired a just title to at public sale, with the sound of drum and voice of the crier, because, 
by any other mode, they ought to believe they have been defrauded by the authorities acting in the said 
sale. They therefore entreat your honor will have the goodness to determine, by decree, if they ought to 
consider themselves owners of the said lots, and if they really are not, so that the money which they have 
paid for them may be returned to them, that by this means may be prevented their incurring a greater 
injury which might probably occur to them; the which act will be to put your petitioners a favor and 
courtesy. Pensacola, September 4, 1815. 

Furthermore, as this affair may require other judicial communications, such as your honor may choose 
to dictate, a particular notification of which to each individual interested would occasion embarrass- 
ment, your petitioners ask and entreat your honor will please to order it to be understood that such 
proceedings will be treated of with Don Carlos Lavalle and Don Francisco Barrios, on whom, from this 
time forward, we confer ample power to represent us, and to do for all of us whatever may be consistent 
with our rights. We ask as before written. (Signed) Juan Alleck, Carlos Lavalle, Joaquin Barela, 
Antonio Calcires, Manuel Gonzales, Widow Montero, Lorenzo Bru, Eugenio Antonio Sierra, Frk. Goumarin, 
Whiters Bruison, Francisco Barrios, for his mother, Luis Guyarre, Ignacio Presas, Carlos Sierra. 

Decree—Pensacola, September 5, 1815. Taking into consideration that there is no authority by which 
the plan of the town could be altered so as even to interfere with the military buildings, the declaratory decree 
which the parties solicit cannot be issued. It will be understood that no innovation is to be permitted 
until after the decision of his Majesty, to whom I am going to refer the affair by the first opportunity. 
(Signed) Soto Hernandez; (countersigned) Sousa, Cevallos. ; 

Notification.—In the same day, month, and year, we made it known to Don Carlos Lavalle and Don 
Francisco Barrios. We certify the same. (Signed) Sousa, Cevallos. 

Petition —We, Don Carlos Lavalle and Don Francisco Barrios, inhabitants of this place, for ourselves, 
and in behalf of the individuals who purchased several public lots in the years 1813 and 1814, and who 
have authorized us to this effect before your honor, as may be most conformable to law, and with reserva- 
tion of whatever plea may avail us, present ourselves and say that, in the month of September of last year, 
(1815,) we presented a petition in common to the intendant (commander) ad interim, predecessor of your 
honor, Colonel José de Soto, in which we explained all the circumstances which preceded and occasioned the 
sale and adjudication at auction of the twenty-two complete lots, and part of another, which we purchased 
for the sum of three thousand nine hundred and eighty dollars and four bits, as also the subsequent 
circumstances resulting from our having delivered the money to the person authorized to receive it; in 
virtue of all which we consider ourselves lawful possessors of said lots. We stated also what had occurred 
with Don Carlos Lavalle at the time he wished to build on the one he purchased near the government 
house, and we concluded our petition by requesting that the commander would please to declare if we 
might consider ourselves owners of the said lots, adding that, in case we were not so, the money we had 
disbursed ought to be repaid us, together with an allowance for the detriment occasioned us. 

The result of this petition was that Don José de Soto decreed on the day following, with the advice 
of Don Carlos Hernandez Barrutia, auditor of government and assessor of this intendancy, that, “taking 
into consideration that there was no authority by which the plan of the town could be altered so as even 
to interfere with the military buildings, the declaratory decree which was solicited could not be issued, 
and that no innovation would be allowed until after the decision of his Majesty, to whom he was going to 
report the affair by the first opportunity.” 

Sufficient time has already elapsed, if Don José de Soto realized that part which he exposed in his 
decree, for the answer to have reached this place; and as we are interested in knowing what is the deter- 
mination of his Majesty, or of whatever other subordinate authority the said gentleman might address 
himself, so that at sight of what it might be, if our rights should be infringed upon thereby, we may press 
our claims, so much the more just, as it is impossible to believe that we will be deprived of what was 
sold to us by the authorities of the country with the sound of a drum and of a crier. 

We therefore entreat your honor will decree that a certified copy be put in continuation herewith, 
of the answer that may have been addressed to Don José de Soto, and, being done, that the same be 
delivered to us, so that we may proceed consistently with justice, which we ask. We swear we proceed 
not from malice, but necessity, &e. (Signed) Francisco Barrios, Carlos Lavalle. Pensacola, August 
6, 1816. j 

Decree.—Put them an official certificate of the answer they solicit, and, being done, deliver it to them 
as they ask. (Signed) Zuniga; (countersigned) Domingo Sousa, José Cevallos. 
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Notification.-—On the same day we communicated to Don Carlos Reggio, secretary of this government 
and we also delivered him the judicial proceeding for the purpose above mentioned. (Signed) D. Sousa, 
José Cevallos. ’ 

Copy.—In an official note of the sixteenth of the preceding month the director of engineers of this 
place has written me as follows: “May it please your excellency: The late cabildo of Pensacola could not 
nor ought to vary the position of the military buildings of that place without the sovereign approbation, as pro- 
vided in the conclusion of the article 9, title 1, regulation 3, of the ordinance of the royal corps of engineers 
and much less without the direction of the said corps, to whom, by the first article of the same title and regulation, 
it exclusively appertains. As little could they sell or dispose of either the whole or part of the King’s lots 
without his sovereign consent; so that I conceive the whole ought to revert to the same situation in 
which it was before any such innovation took place, and for which it appears to me your excellency is 
invested with the power, according to the aforesaid article 9, or otherwise to give information thereof to 
his Majesty for his sovereign decision, continuing, in the meantime, the prohibition to use the said lots and vary 
the buildings. This in submission to the superior judgment of your excellency, to whom I return the docu- 
ments. My own opinion being conformable, I transmit you a copy thereof, in answer to your official note 
relative to the affair No. 570, to the end that you may carry into effect what relates to the first point, unless 
the execution should be attended by injurious circumstances; in which case your honor will instruct me 
thereof, that I may state the same to his Majesty. God preserve your honor many years. Havana, January 
20, 1816. (Signed) Apodaca.” (Addressed to his honor the commander of West Florida, ad interim.) 

Certificate.—The foregoing is a copy of the original official document which exists among the papers 
of this office under my charge, to which I refer. Pensacola, August 6, 1816. (Signed) Carlos Reggio, 

Petition—We, Don Carlos Lavalle and Don Francisco Barrios, having filed petitions for the purpose 
of obtaining for ourselves, and for the inhabitants whom we represent, possession of the lots of the crown 
which were sold to us at public judicial sale under all the formalities which were prescribed by the rules 
of the time in which the sale was effected, or, in case possession could not be given us, that the sums we 
have paid might be reimbursed us, together with an indemnification for the detriment we have sustained 
from a deprivation of our money—we say that, in consequence of the request contained in our last 
writing, your honor was pleased to decree, on 6th instant, “that a certified copy should be put in contin- 
uation by your honor’s secretary of the answer of which we treated, and, being done, it should be delivered 
to us.” This has been done, and we have found that his excellency the captain general, to whom the 
commander, the predecessor of your honor, stated the case in an official note, No. 570, on the ground of a 
communication from the director of engineers of Havana, dated December 16th of the last year, advised 
the government of this province with date of January 20th of the present year, to let the affair remain as 
it was, unless attended by prejudicial circumstances, in which case this government ought to instruct him 
thereof, that he might report the same to his Majesty. 

At sight of this decree we are obliged to conclude that Don José de Soto omitted in his official paper 
No. 570 what he ought to have stated, and that he expressed what he was not authorized to say. 

In effect, if, in his report, he had stated that the sale of the said lots was determined upon by the 
cabildo of that time, incited to it by his honor the military governor of this province and president of the 
said cabildo; that the fundamental motive for this was the low state to which the royal coffers of this 
place were reduced and the necessity of some food for the garrison, then perishing for want; that the com- 
mander of engineers, Don Anastacio de Arango, not only made verbal insinuations to the governor, Don 
Matthew Manrique, that he ought to avail himself, as much as possible, of his discretionary powers to sell 
the lots and lands of the royal domain, but also, as we have heard, he executed the same in writing; that 
in the new form given to the plan of the town, and which was drawn by the surveyor general with strict 
adherence to the rules prescribed by the laws of these provinces, the position of the military buildings 
was in nowise varied; that the sale was published by large bills, and was effected according to the custom 
of the country, at the sound of the drum, for which reason the commander of engineers could not be igno- 
rant of it, and if he could have had anything to object to or to reclaim he would not have kept silence; 
that the disbursement was made, on our part, of the real and effective sums for which the lots were 
respectively adjudged to us as the best bidders, the possession of which we were despoiled of by this 
same Don José de Soto; and, finally, that with the amount which we paid for the same the garrison was 
sustained—if all and each one of these circumstances, we again repeat, should have been explained in 
the official paper No. 570 with that exactness and impartiality which justice requires, how was it possible 
that the director of engineers of Havana could have censured the cabildo of this place, and less, have 
added what his answer to his excellency the captain gencral contains? Or, how his excellency (the posi- 
tion of the military buildings not having been varied in the least) would, in conformity therewith, have 
ordered that what related to the first point should be carried into effect, and manifested a doubt that the 
execution thereof might be attended with prejudicial circumstances. 

When thus much is evident, it becomes necessary to believe that the report was not adjusted to the 
reality of the events, but that some circumstances were omitted which were in our favor, and, for some par- 
ticular end, others were introduced to our prejudice. For these reasons, therefore, we consider ourselves 
authorized to protest one, two, and three times, and as many times oftener as by law may be neccessary, 
against the author or authors of all the injuries and detriments which have resulted to us from having sold 
us the aforementioned lots, to obtain the amount for which they were adjudged to us; and, under the pre- 
text of having altered the plan of the town so as even to interfere with the military buildings, have 
prohibited us from building, selling, or making any usc of our property. 

We will suppose, for an instant, that the thing might be such as it appears that it has been repre- 
sented to be to his excellency the captain gencral in the official paper No. 570: would this be a reason that 

- we should be the victims of any irregularities with which the cabildo, the military governor, Don Matthew 
Manrique, the commander of engineers, Don Anastacio de Arango, and the other authorities, might have 
proceeded, who were concerned in the affair and ordered the judicial sale? Could we, in so scrious and 
solemn an act, doubt their authority to separate from the royal patrimony the lots which they put up at 
public auction? Would we not have exposed ourselves to just confusion and even to punishment if we 
would have attempted such an investigation? We believe there can be no man in his senses of this 
opinion. We also judge that there can exist neither reason nor justice, even if there is cause to invalidate 
sales made with so many formalities and so much solemnity, that there should be any to deprive us of the 
right to obtain the reimbursement of our money, together with an indemnification, justly graduated by 
the privation thereof from the time that we paid the prices for which the lots were adjudged to us until 
the moment when the restoration of the same may be effected. We know that, in the situation in which 
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the affair is placed, your honor is not at liberty to act, and can resolve nothing. The decision ought to 
emanate from his excellency the captain general, if, as we suppose, in compliance with prompt justice, he 
drops the idea of reporting it to his Majesty; but that he may be able so to do with less scrupulousness 
and greater security, In that case it will be convenient that all which we have alleged in this writing 
should be fully proven. ‘Therefore, 

We entreat your honor to order that, by the secretary of this government, in whose charge it appears 
the books and papers of the late ayuntamiento are found, there may be annexed in continuation herewith 
certified copies of all the acts, official papers, and other documents and proceedings which preceded and 
regulated the aforesaid sale; as, likewise, certificates from the captain of infantry, Don V. 8. Pintado, sur- 
veyor general ot this province, of the proceedings, orders, and official papers, by which was brought to 
pass the alteration and regulation made of the old plan of the town; annexing a copy thereof, and of that 
which he formed anew, together with the explanations necessary for a better comprehension of the same. 
All which being done, your honor will please to transmit a copy of the judicial proceedings to his excel- 
lency the captain general, in compliance with his provision of the 20th of January of the present year, 
and which, according to our limited comprehension, ought to have been done without our solicitation by 
your honor’s predecessor, within the terms required by justice, which we ask. We swear we proceed not 
from malice, but necessity. (Signed) Francisco Barrios, Carlos Lavalle. 

Decree—Let them have the certificates they request for the individuals mentioned in the petition. 
(Signed) Zuniga. (Countersigned) Domingo Sousa, José Cevallos. 

Notification.—On the same day we made it known to Francisco Barrios and D. Carlos Lavalie, which 
we certify. (Signed) Sousa, Cevallos. 

No. 1.-—Act of the cabildo. In the town of Pensacola, April 10, 1813, in extraordinary sitting, sum- 
moned by his honor the governor ad interim of this province and president of this ayuntamiento, his honor 
began by observing that the object of this meeting was to state that having received intelligence that 
the Americans were forming an expedition at Pass Christian for the purpose of attacking and obtaining 
possession of Mobile in case those of that post should not be able to defend themselves, and that, in 
consequence, they would not cease to disquiet this town, for which reason he esteemed it his duty to 
recommend to the gentlemen present that they ought, on their part, to use every possible effort to insure 
a punctual compliance with respect to what he was about to propose: Ist. That they make interest with 
such persons as may have any provisions, and encourage them to make a delivery of them to supply the 
troops with rations, by insuring them pay for the same from the national treasury of Havana, and put 
up public bills to that effect. 2d. That because the treasury coffers of this place are found absolutely with- 
out funds, they endeavor to prevail with the owners of carts to perform the service of hauling a few timbers 
obtained from an individual for the purpose of completing the powder magazine and glacis of Fort St. Michael. 
3d. To urge those who own stock, either of beef, cattle, horses, or hogs, to have them brought over on 
this side of the river Perdido for the greater security of the same. 4th. That, by means of public adver- 
tisements, this faithful and loyal vicinity (community) be entreated to contribute as much as possible 
towards clearing the ground contiguous to Fort St. Michael, so that the firing from the same may have 
the better effect in case of an attack. The which propositions of his honor the president having been 
heard with the greatest attention by the alcalde and other gentlemen of this cabildo, they all unanimously 
promised not to omit any step or effort in order to give effect to what had been recommended. 

Afterwards, at the request of the syndic, was taken into consideration the (vacant) lots found in the 
town and its environs; that it would be well to put them up to sale in order that, with the proceeds 
thereof, purchases of provisions, &c., might be made for the royal magazine of this place, with respect to 
which it was resolved that his honor the president be charged with the passing of an official note to the 
intendant in order to obtain this object, which is rendered of so much importance by the necessity which 
is prevailing. 

Lastly. I, the secretary, was ordered to pass to the dwelling of the lady, widow of the Adjutant Major 
D. José Noriega, and inform her that in the course of three days the writing of property would be required 
of the lot contiguous to the barracks, situate in the middle of the military square, which she says she 
owns, and speaks of again putting up its buildings, but which is said not to belong to her; with which 
this sitting was closed, and was signed by his honor the president and the other gentlemen of this ayun- 
tamiento, which I certify. Mauricio de Zuniga, Vicente Ordosgoity, Martin de Madrid, Francisco Gomez, 
Antonio Montero, Lorenzo Vitrian, and Francisco Barrios, secretary. 

No. 2.—Act of the cabildo of April 21, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, April 21, 1813, in extra- 
ordinary sitting, summoned by his honor the governor of this province and president of this ayuntamiento; 
the gentlemen who composed it having assembled, his honor the governor commenced by showing the 
official note he had passed to the minister of royal finance, as charged in cabildo on the 10th instant, 
together with the answer and what else had been done with respect to the affair and sale of the lots in 
this town, according to what appears from the copy thereof which exists in the archives under my 
charge, when, after reflecting thereon, and conferring together, it was unanimously agreed that the 
desires of his honor the governor were fulfilled, as recorded in the aforesaid sitting of the 10th instant; 
with which this sitting terminated, and was signed by his honor the governor and the other gentlemen, 
which I certify. Mauricio de Zuniga, Vicente Ordosgoity, Martin de Madrid, Millan de Carreras, Francisco 
Gomez, Francisco Barrios, secretary. 

No. 4.—Act of the cabildo of May 17, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, May 17, 1813, the gentlemen 
of the constitutional ayuntamiento of this place having assembled in ordinary sitting, presided by his 
honor the commander of this province as civil chief of the same, three official notes were read, addressed 
by his honor, with date of the 10th instant; the first accompanying a printed paper which contains three 
royal decrees of the 4th, 9th, and 18th of February last, relative to the daily allowance to gentlemen 
deputed from courts of ultramarine provinces; the second, accompanying an exemplar from the gazette 
of the regency of Spain and its dependencies of the 26th of January last, containing the royal decree of 
the 4th of the same month, which treats of the reduction of public (common) grounds to particular prop- 
erty; and the third contains another royal decree of the 26th of September of last year, by which it is 
provided that such ecclesiastics as may be found living as citizens may hold an active voice and give 
their votes at the election of the constitutional ayuntamientos, but may not be elected to any office or 
council. Whereupon, it was resolved by all the gentlemen that due compliance shall be given in the 
respective particulars, and that for the purpose the said official notes be reserved in the archives, together 
with the reports by the gentleman alcalde commissioned by the ayuntamiento, &c. 
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No. 5.—Act of cabildo of August 31, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, on the 31st day of May, his honor 
the president and the other gentlemen of the ex-ayuntamiento having assembled, among other things they 
treated on the following: 

Afterwards an official note was read, presented by the alcalde, being a copy of the one which he 
addressed to the minister of finance, requesting intelligence respecting the provisions relative to the altera- 
tion and enlargement of the old plan of this town, and the answer returned him by the said gentleman 
minister: “that meeting with it in a judicial proceeding which was formalized with that intent, and which 
is very voluminous, as he has no amanuensis, it would be expedient that the ayuntamiento should appoint 
a person to be employed for that purpose.” Whereupon, it was resolved that the gentleman alcalde should 
again address another official note to him reiterating the request. 

An official note was also read from the commander of engineers, Don Anastacio de Arango, which he 
delivered to his honor the president, to whom he addressed it, and proposes to his discretion the proceed- 
ing to sell, under certain conditions, lands of the royal domain; and it was resolved that the gentleman 
alcalde should answer his honor the president, and express due thanks to the commander of engineers 
for the zeal he has manifested in communicating his ideas, so conformable in every respect to those of the 
members of the ayuntamiento; but they observe that, owing to the absolute want of money, there will be 
no purchasers unless some foreigners, and that it will be more expedient to await other favorable circum. 
stances, in order to fulfil, in part, the formalities prescribed in the sovereign decree of the 4th of January 
last, not neglecting, in the meantime, to attend to the Spanish citizens who may solicit it (I suppose the 
land) for purposes of public utility; and that, in returning the said official note to his honor the president, 
a certified copy thereof be requested for the archives of this ayuntamiento. 

Another official paper was also read, presented by his honor the president, addressed to him by the 
minister of public finance, together with a petition from the regidor, Don Antonio Montero, who, as being 
interested therein, retired from the hall, when, on deliberating upon his petition, “ that the amount for the 
ten lots of ground and one building lot, which were adjudged to him at public sale, should be placed to 
his credit, (for meat furnished by him,) which lots were appointed to be sold in order to purchase pro- 
visions for the troops and others attached to this garrison, owing to absolute want of money which pre- 
vails,” it was resolved that, considering it to be one of the most necessary articles, and that, as expressed 
in his contract, he ought to be paid monthly in specie for the amount of meat furnished by him during 
the same, they acceded to his request, and authorized the alcalde, that in due [here an expression is 
wanting] and return the petition. 

No. 6.—Act of the calildo of August 9, 1818. At another sitting held in this town on the 9th of August 
of the same year by the said gentlemen, among other things they treated on the following: “ Likewise, 
after having read an official paper presented by his honor the president, addressed to him by the engineer 
of this place, Don Anastacio de Arango, relative to the deficiency of means in this town for the subsist- 
ence of the garrison and those attached to it, and what else the said gentlemen alleges, it was resolved 
that his honor the president be authorized to communicate with the minister of the national finance for 
the purpose of obtaining from that officer a statement of the arpents lately disposed of at public sale and of 
those which remain to be sold, pointing out the purchasers who may not have paid the amount for which the lots 
were adjudged to them, and for what reason, so that this illustrious ayuntamiento, on understanding what 
the said minister may say, may determine as they may judge expedient and possible in relation to the 
official paper from the aforesaid engineer, Don Anastacio de Arango.” 

No. 7.—Act of the cabildo of August 27,1813. At a sitting held in Pensacola on the 27th of August of 
the present year, the president and other gentlemen of the ayuntamiento being assembled, among other 
things they treated and resolved on the following: 

“ Afterwards his honor the president presented an official note from the minister of public finance, 
being an answer to what the said gentleman passed to him according to resolution of the 9th instant, 
accompanied with three copies: Ist, of the actual lots in this town belonging to the royal domain; 2d, another, 
of the lots sold and paid for to the treasury, from the 4th of June until the 21st of August; and the 3d, another, 
of the lots sold, with the names of those to whom they were sold, but the amounts of which have not yet been paid; 
all which having been read by me, the secretary, it was resolved that the minister of the treasury be 
authorized to recover the amounts of the lots sold and not paid for, agreeable to the statement No 3, 
without requiring more from the purchasers than the amount for which they were adjudged; without a 
discount of half annatees, remittance to Spain, or any other, because the sale was not preceded by any 
condition, and because this ayuntamiento becomes responsible for the result; all of which will be com- 
municated for his requisite information; and that when he has effected a total recovery he may proceed to make 
out the deeds of sale and give the corresponding titles to the purchasers, as well as to give in to the ayunta- 
miento a statement of the amount of all the lots sold and paid for, in order that it may be reclaimed so 
soon as the public treasury may be found with funds sufficient to repay the same.” 

No. 8.——Act of the cabildo of September 6, 1813. At the town of Pensacola, in cabildo held by ~ the 
ayuntamiento in ordinary sitting, on the 6th of September, in which his honor the governor presided, 
among other resolutions the following was adopted: 

“Tn the same manner it is resolved that this ayuntamiento, by its secretary, should pass official notes 
to his honor the governor, and also to the minister of the national treasury, in order that the said officers, 
gentlemen, may please to inform the ayuntamiento if any objection occurs to them to their proceeding, 
by means of the surveyor general, to lay off the squares of this town and the lots which may be left 
vacant thereby, according to what the article 321 of the constitution provides, and whatever else may be 
deemed expedient.” 

No. 9.—Act of the cabildo of October 5, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, in ordinary cabildo of 
October 5, 1813, in which his honor the governor of this province presided, the other individuals who 
composed it being present, among other things the following were treated of: 

“Likewise, and equally, it was represented by the syndic that no answer appears on the part of the 
minister of the treasury, up to the present date, to the official notes which, by order of the same ayunta- 
miento, were passed to him on dates of the 9th and 20th of September, relative to the delineation of the 
squares of this town and the vacant lots. 

“That it becomes requisite to decide on this particular, owing to the detriment which this delay 
occasions, by resolving that an official note be passed to the surveyor general directing him to proceed to 
lay off the said squares agreeable to law and usage; as also the lots which, by the said regulation, may 
be left vacant, and what other vacant lots there may be in town; specifying how many lols are comprised 
in the division which was destined for the building of a church,” &c. The rigidors and the constitutional 


























1825.] CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 239 











alcalde were unanimously of the same opinion of the syndic, and resolved that the same be carried into 
ect.” 

™ No. 10.—Aet of the cabildo of October 11, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, in ordinary cabildo of 

October 11, 1813, the gentlemen who composed the late ayuntamiento being assembled, and his honor the 
overnor of the province presiding, among other things they treated and resolved on the following: 

“ Afterwards was read by me, the secretary, an official note, addressed by the surveyor general to 
me in reply to the one I addressed to him by order of the ayuntamiento, dated the 6th instant, upon which 
it was resolved to proceed to the election of one of the rigidors, (aldermen) to act in concert with the 
said surveyor, and proceed to the formation of the plan of this town, which, when done, ought to be pre- 
sented to the ayuntamiento for their approbation, and that this officer proceed to the sale of the vacant 
lots consequent on the same; for which purpose D. Francisco Gomez was elected. In like manner it was 
resolved by all the gentlemen of the ayuntamiento that an official note should be passed to the minister 
of finance, desiring him not to oppose any obstacle to the exportation of flour on account of its having been so 
determined by the ayuntamientos during the time they were without means for its purchase, as injury would 
thereby result to the commerce of the place. 

“The syndic proposed that he protested against the resolution to permit the exportation of flour, 
adhering to what he said in the sitting of the Tth instant on its prohibition; and that in a very few days, 
with despatch in the sale of the vacant lots for which the surveyor general had to make out the plan, 
there might be funds for the purchase of provisions; besides, it would be improper: the town might be 
left without flour, as intelligence had been received that a vessel bound from Orleans to this place had 
been detained by the Americans at Mobile Point, and her cargo of provisions taken out; and he concluded 
by requesting that copies might be given him of this act, and of that of the 7th instant; all which was 

ranted.” 

No. 11.—Act of the cabildo of October 18, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, in ordinary cabildo, 
October 18, 1813, the gentlemen mentioned in the margin being present, and presided by his honor the 
governor of this province, the sitting was opened by reading an official note which was addressed to his 
honor the president by the minister of the treasury in reply to those that with dates of the 6th and 20th 
of September and 6th instant which I, the secretary, passed to him by order of the ayuntamiento, and 
who consents to the delineation of the squares and vacant lots, but is opposed to the delivery of the land 
archives; all according to his official note which remains in these archives. Whereupon, it was resolved 
by the gentlemen present that the resolution respecting the demarcation and sale of the vacant lots 
should be carried into effect, and the opposition of the minister to the delivery é6f the land archives, for 
the reasons he alleges, should be represented to the provincial deputation, who may thereupon determine 
as they may find expedient. The syndic stated the actual proceeding’s in virtue of the commission con- 
ferred on him by the ayuntamiento, namely, to proceed with a suflicient number of skilful men to the 
estimation of the lot situate between the house occupied by D. Francisco Gonzales de Fonte and that of Don E. 
A, Sierra, of 45 feet in front and 170 feet in depth, stating by the said proceeding that the said piece of 
ground has been estimated by the four appraisers named for that purpose, as appears, at one hundred and 
fifty dollars, for which sum D. Diego Palmas ought to pay the redemption tax, as he agreed to do when 
the estimation might be made. They then resolved that at the next cabildo D. Diego Palmas, as well as 
Don E. A. Sierra, be required to present the permit or permits they may have obtained to possess themselves of 
the ground occupied by their houses; D. Diego Palmas, likewise, to present that which he may hold of the 
ground that has been valued; so that, with a view of the whole, the ayuntamiento may be able to 
determine with the correctness they desire. 

No. 12.—Act of the cabildo of October 21, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, in extraordinary cabildo 
of October 21, 1813, the gentlemen of the ex-ayuntamiento, and his honor the governor of the province 
being president among other thing's, the following were treated and resolved upon: 

“Afterwards I, the secretary, presented an official note from the surveyor general addressed to me, 
and accompanied with a plan of the division which was destined for the construction of public buildings; 
and lots becoming vacant by said plan being comprehended by the gentlemen of the ayuntamiento, they 
resolved that it be approved as found regular, and that the surveyor general thereto proceed, with the 
advice of D. Francisco Gomez, to finish those which remained to be measured, including those which the 
syndic mentioned in his statement to the ayuntamiento—the same to be sold after those of the aforesaid 
division. 

“In like manner @ was resolved to remit the plan to the provincial deputation, that, being apprised of the 
determination of the ayuntamiento, they may please to give their due consent thereto, according to article 322 of 
the constitution, so that the sale may be proceeded in, observing that the object of the sale is not only to 
procure funds for the use of the ayuntamiento, at present without any, and to defray the indispensable 
expense of building a church and public jail, but also in part to remedy the scarcity generally experienced 
in the town for want of provisions, of which there is no stock for the support of the garrison and those 
attached to it; adverting, also, that the ayuntamiento has resolved, if the case should require it, (as may 
be expected unless speedily obtained,) to proceed to the sale for the said reasons of urgent necessity, 
persuaded that such a step will meet the approbation of your honors, even if the sale should take effect 
without your approbation, for the reasons stated. 

“Tt was also resolved to pass an official paper to the minister of the public treasury, requiring the 
said gentlemen to order the delivery to the ayuntamiento, by the proper person, of the judicial proceeding 
formed relative to the town lots, with all which the sitting closed, which I certify; the gentlemen of the 
ayuntamiento and the assistant secretary signing with me. Matthew Gonzales Manrique, Vicente Ordos- 
goity, Martin de Madrid, Millan de Carreras, Antonio Montero, Juan de la Rua, Felix Talla.” 

No. 138.—Act of the cabildo of October 25, 1818. In the town of Pensacola, in ordinary cabildo held 
October 25, 1813, his honor the governor presiding, and the other gentlemen of the ex-ayuntamiento being 
present, the sitting commenced by reading a representation from the syndic, protesting against the 
resolution adopted in extraordinary cabildo on the 21st instant, as relates to not determining immediately 
on the sale of the lots in order to attend to the urgent necessities of the garrison, (as appears by his 
representation which remains in these archives,) to which gentlemen voters stated that they adhered to 
what had been determined in the aforesaid sitting; and as the syndic was not present, they ordered he 
should be informed of the same, showing him that the resolution was by a majority of votes, and was not 
deficient in the formalities of the law, as he represents. 

No. 14.—Act of the cabildo of November 22, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, held November 22, 1813, 
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in which his honor the governor was president, and the other gentlemen who composed the ex-ayunta- 
miento were present, among other things the following were determined: 

“Tn like manner it was treated that his honor the president should correspond with the minister of 
national treasury, (finance;) that from this day forward no vessel be permitted to load with any kind of 
provisions, so long as the blockade may continue which the English vessels of war have established from 
the entrance of this port to the Balize, for which reason the intercourse by sea is found to be interrupted 

from this place to Mobile and New Orleans, the only places from whence, up to this period, we have 
provided ourselves with provisions. The sitting hereupon closed, which I certify. Matthew Gonzales 
Manrique, Vicente Ordosgoity, Martin de Madrid, Millau de Carrera, Francisco Gomez, Antonio Montero, 
Lorenzo Vitrian, Felix Talla.” 

Further act of the cabildo of December 2, 1813.—In the town of Pensacola, in extraordinary cabildo held 
in Pensacola, December 2, 1813, in which his honor the governor of the province was president, and the 
other gentlemen mentioned in the margin were present. His honor the president commenced by stating 
that the cause of his having summoned an extraordinary cabildo was, his having been informed that two 
vessels were about to leave this port with flour at the same time that we experience a rigorous blockade by 
the maritime forces of his Britannic Majesty,-which suffers no vessel to pass that was from New Orleans, 
the only place from which we receive provisions; for which reason he desired that the gentlemen of the 
ayuntamiento, after having maturely reflected on the particulars, would determine what may be most 
expedient, in order to avoid feeling in this town a want of the articles of greatest necessity; with respect 
to which, the gentlemen voters resolved that, previous to preventing the departure of the said vessels, it 
was necessary to ascertain what quantities of provisions were in town; for which purpose it was resolved 
to appoint two members of this ayuntamiento, who should proceed to take a particular account of the 
provisions there may be in the place; and having elected for that purpose D. Martin de Madrid and the 
syndic by a majority of votes, they took charge of the said commissions, to execute it as soon as possible. 
Afterwards it was determined that, in order to effect the relief of the garrison from such pressing necessity, 
the sale of the lots formerly destined for a church should be effected, under the express conditions that the 
purchasers should pay the amount down in cash, or at least the one-half in cash and the other half in provi- 
sions, at the current price in this place, the regidors, D. Martin de Madrid and D. Francisco Gomez, being 
authorized for that purpose, according to the resolution passed in ordinary cabildo on the 29th of November; 
and that the secretary of the ayuntamiento shall give public notice of said resolution by large bills, speci- 
fying that the said sale will take place on the 9th instant; and the sitting herewith closed: all which I 
certify. Mathew Gonzales Manrique, Vicente Ordosgoity, Martin de Madrid, Francisco Gomez, Antonio 
Montero, Lorenzo Vitrian, Felix Talla. 

No. 15.—Act of the cabildo of December 3, 1813. In the town of Pensacola, in extraordinary cabildo 

held December 3, 1813, in which the governor of the province was president, and the other gentlemen who 
composed the late ayuntamiento, (were present,) they treated on the following: The meeting was com- 
menced by D. Martin de Madrid and D. Lorenzo Vitrian showing the statement which they had been 
charged to make by the resolution of yesterday relative to the quantity of provisions in the town, the 
which, according to the said statement, consisted of one thousand three hundred and thirty-five barrels of 
flour; the gentlemen voters thereupon finding the place sufficiently provided with the above article, 
(renglones,) permitted the departure of the two brigs, which are already laden and have got out their 
papers; but in order that in future all exportations of provisions must be prevented until further arrivals, 
and his honor the president will pass an official note for that purpose to the minister general of finance, 
with which the session closed. I certify the same. 

Nore.—In the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five barrels of flour are included the two hundred 
and fifty-three found on board the schooner Montserrat. Matthew Gonzales Manrique, Vicente de Ordos- 
goity, Martin de Madrid, Francisco Gomez, Lorenzo Vitrian, Antonio Montero, Felix Talla. 

No. 16.—Act of the cabildo of the ith of December. In the town of Pensacola, in ordinary cabildo held 
December 7, 1813, his honor the governor of the province presiding, and the other gentlemen who composed 
the late cabildo being present, the sitting was commenced by reading an official note from the surveyor 
general, accompanied by a draught of the plan projected for the regulation and marking of the two squares 
of this town, designating the lots for public buildings, and also those for sale between the two squares, formed in 
virtue of the resolution of this ayuntamiento; and said plan being examined and approved of by the gentle- 
men voters, it was resolved that it be returned to the surveyor for the purposes expedient, &c. 

No. 17.—Act of the cabildo of January 23, 1814. In the town of Pensacola, in extraordinary cabildo 
held January 23, 1814, the governor of the province being president, and the other gentlemen who com- 
posed the late ayuntamiento being present, the session was commenced by his honor the president repre- 
senting that the deplorable and calamitous circumstances which prevail in this town for the supplies 
wherewith to furnish meat for some days to the garrison, which is on the point of perishing, puts him 
under the disagreeable necessity of asking of this ayuntamiento for an indispensable loan from among the 
neighboring inhabitants of two hundred head of cattle, in order to provide for such urgent necessity, 
requesting that a testimony of this act may be given him. After a long conference by the gentlemen of 
the council on the subject, knowing the critical situation in which the inhabitants are placed and the 
impossibility of obtaining the said loan, because for many years they have been supplying the officers of 
this garrison and the functionaries on their paper to great amounts, which they have no hopes to recover, 
and that besides they have contributed what they have been able towards the relief of the troops whenever 
occasion has occurred, it was therefore resolved unanimously, that to-morrow the regidor, D. Martin de 
Madrid, and the inhabitants, D. Francisco Gomez and D. Lorenzo Vitrian, charged with the sale of the lots, 
should proceed to the recovery of the amounts due for the same, with which the said gentlemen believe 
they will be able to purchase the two hundred head of cattle required. Ordered, that I, the secretary, 
give the testimony to the president, as he has requested. 

Afterwards the council requested that his honor the president would please to pass another official 
note to the minister of the national finance, in order that he present to the public a statement of the funds 
which have entered into the coffers during the time of his administration, with the application of them; 
and also that all the credits pending in favor of the treasury be liquidated and recovered, with which this 
act was concluded. I certify the same. Matthew Gonzales Manrique, Jayme Fontenals, Millan de Carrera, 
Pedro Sans, for the regidor, D. José Tapiola, and myself, Joseph Maria de Pena. 

No. 18.—Official note from the commander of engineers, of April 23, 1813. Having fully considered 
your official note of the 17th, in reply to that of the 2d instant, containing a copy for me of that which, 
with date of the 14th, was passed to your honor by the intendant ad interim, as also including a copy for 
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me of the inventory of articles of utility in the stores; counting on those, and considering the scarcity of 
money to procure the appointments in tools, &c., which I have asked for and believed necessary, I will 
disclose to your honor, that supposing it impossible to complete the quantities and kinds demanded, and 
that the intendant intends to procure the mending and helving of such as are not fit for use, it is indis- 

ensable that, instead of the number of hand-barrows, dirt-boxes, buckets, &c., which I have conceived 
necessary, We afford what our necessities permit us, and await till he gives me the corresponding notice 
to pass, to inspect, and distribute in proportion to the number of the said articles of utility which may be 
got ready, adding one hundred rammers and fifty grass ropes, of the small bundles sold by the Indians. 
I particularly recommend the axes to be fixed at the post of Barrancas. Next in consideration, as to the 
want of means to relieve our urgent necessities and to attend the defence of this province, I ought to 
propose to your honor the discretionary powers within my province, which cannot be otherwise than great 
in a country of a small population, composed chiefly of military and functionaries, and, for the same 
reason, without industry sufficient to afford the requisite helps, nor could the powers I am going to point 
out be of any other description, convinced as I am of the prudence with which the intelligence of your 
honor has proceeded in the use of the means which this small and poor settlement is capable of affording. 
[said great, because it is that of proceeding to the sale of lands—a discretionary power that is sufficient to 
provide some assistance. I well recollect the many difficulties alleged as objections on another occasion to 
the same idea; the principal being the length of time which would be consumed in the measurement, valua- 
tion, publishing, and other formalities required. It was not then a suitable remedy for the necessity we 
were in for provisions, because there was then a judicial proceeding on the particular, which, being fully 
considered by his excellency the captain general, he, notwithstanding the desire evinced by him to 
encourage the inhabitants of this province in its improvements, had not dared to determine the matter, 
but passed back the said judicial proceeding, that it might be addressed from this place to the supreme 
government, without the decision of which there was no authority to proceed in an affair full of obstacles. 
Necessity was always the most ingenious tutor, and will overcome inconveniences. Our evils are 
grievous, and therefore we ought to employ uncommon remedies. There is no rule without exceptions, 
and I believe that our case is one of the most privileged ones. May we not then provide in time against 
necessities so urgent and supereminent, when we can count on no other means of assistance than the very 
precarious ones from Havana? ‘The wise and supreme government cannot take amiss a proceeding 
impelled by imperious necessity, and directed to sustain its decorum, with the palpable results of privi- 
leged utility, if we succeed in preserving these sandy places to the nation by having remedied, as far as 
the proceeds of the proposed sale will go, the scarcity which threatens us, and given the indispensable 
motion to the industry of which the country is susceptible; for the not granting property in lands is the 
same as to banish agriculture, and with it ail the means of subsistence. I conclude by stating to your honor, 
that if the idea proposed should not be expedient, it is at least dictated with the most sincere desire for 
the good of the country. God preserve your honor many years. Pensacola, April 23, 1813. Anastacio 
de Arango. ‘To his honor Don Mauricio de Zuniga. 

No. 19.—Official note from the engineer, D. Anastacio de Arango, of May 25,1813. In an official note of 
23d of April last I proposed to your honor’s predecessor the discretionary power of proceeding to the sale of 
lands, in order to remedy the urgent necessities of this garrison, such as have not occurred in the course of 
thirty-two years, owing to an unfortunate concatenation, the consequences of which affect us at present by 
a want of the means requisite in a country without industry. I have been induced to repeat the same 
idea by a continuation of the want of means, not only to supply what is requisite in my branch, but also 
to remedy others more urgent, at a time when the inhabitants are very near losing all hopes of the arrival 
of funds to satisfy the pending credits. Convinced of the validity of the reasons I before stated, and 
convinced, on the other hand, of the slow progress that would undoubtedly attend the affair to its conclu- 
sion, I believed, as I yet believe, that greater injury would result to the nation from the delay than a 
hastening (if it may be so called) of the mentioned sale. I therefore proposed it, waiving even the 
consideration that above all things ought to be attended to, as its principal support, namely, the imperious 
necessity which impelled my proposition. But, happily, in this most important affair of public felicity, 
our wise and supreme Congress has given a convenient motion to the state of inaction in which we were 
placed with respect to the distribution of lands by the decree which his Majesty has held proper to 
despatch on the matter on the 4th of January of the present year. The 6th and ‘th articles of the said 
benign decree, joined to the absolute want of means to attend to the defence of the country, appear to me 
very powerful motives to proceed to the sale pointed out, without that delay which our necessities do not 
admit of. This being the only resource left us, and that with which the lost credit of the national, treasury 
may be in some measure restored; and as there is not a population in this province capable of employing 
even the third part of the lands there are to distribute, there will be a surplussage for the reserve provided for 
in the 6th article. The active credits in favor of sundry inhabitants against the national treasury for 
sundry provisions furnished to maintain the garrison will be discharged, as also the just claim which this 
and other functionaries have for the last thirty-seven months, during which they have not received their 
wages. God preserve your honor many years. Pensacola, May 25,1813. Anastacio de Arango. To 
his honor D. M. Gonzales Manrique. 

No. 20.—Official note from the commander of engineers, D. Anastacio de Arango, of August 3, 1813. The 
war declared by various tribes of Indians against the United States will most likely deprive this settle- 
ment of the auxiliary means of subsistence which they receive (particularly in winter) by the carts which 
descend from the American establishments of Tensaw and Alabama, because the crops will be much 
reduced by their being abandoned by the laborers, and partly destroyed by the Indians. For these 
reasons, together with the impossibility, from fear of the said Indians, of performing the long journeys 
which those carts have to make, the least of which is thirty-two leagues through a wilderness, the 
auxiliary means mentioned cannot be expected. To remedy this inconvenience, it becomes necessary to 
proceed immediately to collect a sufficient quantity of provisions for winter—the season of greatest 
scarcity likewise in New Orleans, the only point from whence we would be able to obtain any, and in 
which place they must likewise fecl the effects of the aforesaid war; and your honor being without the 
means, and the national treasury having lost its credit, there remains to your honor no others resource 
than to call the attention of his excellency the captain general to the impossibility of providing in this 
place the necessary sustenance for the garrison, so that his excellency may have time to make the 
necessary arrangements to fulfil so necessary an object, while he ought to keep in view the very fatal 
consequences which must ensue from not employing the anticipated measures which the case requires, as, 
likewise, that the quantities of some articles of provisions cannot be fixed, owing to the uncertain con- 
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sumption occasioned by the Indians, to whom it is necessary to give something that the evils of our situation 
may not be aggravated by a. forfeiture of their good will towards us. One alternative only occurs to me—that 
is, that your honor apply to the constitutional ayuntamiento, that, as they have before done, they may 
assist with their advice and patriotism to secure the supply for the town and relief of the garrison, The 
gentlemen of that illustrious cabildo, in the scarcity experienced in February of the present year, enter- 
tained the benevolent and generous idea of mortgaging their own property to a certain amount, for which 
one of the council was to negotiate for provisions in New Orleans, insuring the amount of the same 
(which was to be paid on the several terms agreed upon) by the property mortgaged, and the losses which 
from risks of the sea, enemies, or any other cause, might be therein sustained to be on account of said 
gentlemen. The said provisions to be given to the town and national treasury at the cost prices; and, 
though this generous resolution did not take affect, we ought to believe it was on account of the scarcity 
of provisions felt at that period in New Orleans, and perhaps they would be able at that time to realize 
it, adding for the greater security of the contract an estimate and express mortgage of the national lands 
and sales that may be made thereof, and which the luminous and well-tried patriotism of the cabildo render 
easy to effect, in order to succeed in the project dictated by the most commendable disinterestedness of 
the gentlemen of the ayuntamiento. God preserve your honor many years. Pensacola, August 3, 1813. 
Anastacio de Arango. To his honor D, Matthew Gonzales Manrique. 

No. 21.—Official note from the minister of finance, Don Antonio Cabanis, of October 11, 1813. The 
secretary of the constitutional ayuntamiento of this place, Don Juan de la Rua, passed an official note to 
me, dated 6th of September last, giving me notice of the determination of the cabildo, in a resolution of 
the same day, to proceed, as provided by our civil constitution, by the surveyor general of the province, 
to lay off the squares Constitution and of Ferdinand VII, as also the vacant lots, communicated to me in 
order that I should state if any objection occurred to me to ils being carried into effect. And it appearing to 
me to be an affair requiring consideration, I deferred the answer in order to acquire the necessary informa- 
tion, and be fully competent thereto. In another official note of the 6th instant the said secretary requires 
of me, by a resolution of the same ayuntamiento, the answers to two other official notes, which he says he 
passed to me on the 9th and 20th of the said month of September, in which it appears there was some 
mistake, as is sufficiently clear from the tenor of the answers which I gave him on the same day, (6th,) 
because the official note of the 9th is that which I have first mentioned, and that of the 20th did not come 
to hand until after the demand, when he delivered me the duplicate in which the same subject is ineluded, 
adding that the ayuntamiento desires that I proceed to the delivery of the land archives, the adjudica- 
tion of which has been heretofore in charge of the intendancy, because it is said that this business 
appertains to that body. 

As to what relates to the first point respecting the regulation of the two squares and vacant lots 
treated of in the first official paper, no difficulty whatever presents itself to me, and I have so stated to the 
surveyor general, Don V. 8. Pintado, in answer to his official note of the Tth instant, in which he inserts 
another, which was passed to him by the aforesaid secretary, on the same subject. 

Grounding my decision on the law of the 10th of January last, which your lordship was pleased to 
send me with that of the 8th of May following, your honor and the gentlemen of the ayuntamiento will 
be informed, by the copy I annex, of my good intentions to contribute to the object of their deliberations, 
which I conceive to be no other than that of attending to the preservation of this province so destitute of 
resources and succor. With respect to the second point, which is reduced to the delivery of the land 
archives, I have been in the same belief that I ought to do it, but, on reading the said law of 4th January 
several times over, I find a difficulty presents itself, as nothing is determined in it particularly respecting 
what shall be delivered; and, referring to what is provided in the first three articles, I observe that the 
fourth says: “the provincial deputations will propose to the Cortes, by means of the regency, the times 
and the terms in which it may be suitable to carry this arrangement into effect in their respective 
provinces, according to the circumstances of the country; and the lots that it may be necessary to reserve 
to the municipalities, so that the Cortes may determine what may be most expedient for each Territory ;” 
and, unless the resolution of the Cortes be dropped, it appears to me that it would be to anticipate 
provincial decrees which, in such a case, would occasion many errors, which afterwards would be hard to 
remedy. 

Besides which, I ought to state to your honors that the greater part of the books and judicial docu- 
ments, or rather almost all, are vouchers of the accounts of fands, not only during the time that the 
intendancy has subsisted in this place since the early part of the year 1806, but also what was found in 
the province of Louisiana, and it was charged with the adjudication of land claims in the year 1799; so 
that to part with the said documents (indispensably requisite to prove the respective settlements of the 
accounts) would be to deprive all those responsible of the power to produce the vouchers of their discharge, 
and much more should I be committed in having been the occasion of so notable a defect. Notwith- 
standing, after my having received the aforesaid law, I cannot, neither ought I, to have any control over 
the grants and sales of lands which before were appendant to the intendancy and at present appertain to 
the ayuntamiento. It appears to me that, in any case which may occur, that body may apply to the sur- 
veyor general, Don V. 5. Pintado, in whose office may be found (or obtained) all the information necessary, 
and, in case of doubt, they may have recourse to the proprietors and owners of houses, lots, and lands, 
because each one of them ought to have his title executed in due form. All which I communicate to your 
honor for the information of the gentlemen of the ayuntamiento, of which your honor is president, and in 
reply to the aforementioned official notes from the secretary thereof. 

Certificate—By Don Carlos Reggio, lieutenant of Louisiana regiment of infantry, and secretary of 
the government of West Florida: 

I certify that the copies of the acts which precede, numbered 1 to 17, are taken from the books of the 
ayuntamiento which were formerly in this place, and which remain deposited in this office of secretaryship 
under my charge, and that they are conformable to the originals; as also are those of the four oflicial 
notes under Nos. 18, 19, 20, 21, likewise found in said office; and that the same may be evident pursuant 
to the decree which precedes, I give the present in Pensacola, September 10, 1816. (Signed) Carlos 
Reggio. 

Here follow the copies of the official papers found in the office of general surveyorship of this province: 

No. 1.—Official note from the ayuntamiento of October 6, 1813, to the surveyor general. Ina sitting held 
by this constitutional ayuntamiento on the 5th instant, his honor the governor being president, it was 
resolyed to write you officially, that you proceed as surveyor general of this province to lay off the 
squares of this town according to usage and law, as likewise the lots which, by the arrangement of those 
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may be found vacant, together with the other lots of the town, and specify the number of lots contained 
in the place formerly destined for building a church, &c. By order of the said body I communicated the 
same to you for your intelligence. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, October 6, 1813. Juan de 
la Rua. To D. V. 5S. Pintado. 

No. 2.—The same transcribed to the principal minister of finance by the surveyor general, October 7, 1813. 
With date of yesterday the secretary of the constitutional ayuntamiento informed me as follows: In a 
sitting, &c. The which I communicate to you, that you may please to inform me what you think of the 
matter, or what I ought to do. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, October 7, 1813. V. S. 
Pintado. To Don Antonio Cabanis. 

No. 3.—Answer of the principal minister to the surveyor general the same day, October 7, 1818. Having 
fully informed myself with respect to the subject of your official note of to-day, in which you transcribed 
for me one which, with date of yesterday, was passed to you by the secretary of the constitutional ayun- 
tamiento of this place, Don Juan de la Rua, stating the resolution passed in sitting of the 5th instant, 
that you proceed, as surveyor general of the province, to lay off the squares of the town according to usage 
and law, as also the vacant lots and others in the town, and specify the number of lots contained in the 
sectional division (Manzana) which was destined for the building of a church, &. I ought to inform you, in 
compliance with your request, that by the law of the 4th January last, ordered to be printed, published, and 
circulated, and complied with, which was decreed by the supreme council of regency on the 7th of the 
same month, it is ordered that the unappropriated lands be converted into private property, and the cognizance 
and distribution of the same be committed to the constitutional ayuntamiento, subject to the provincial deputations, 
for which reason I can have no objection to your compliance with the desires of the ayuntamiento, 
especially as this body is invested with the legitimate authority, and are directing their views to the 
public good, and to attend to the urgent necessities of this province destitute of means for its preservation. 
I thus conclude my answer to your official communication, but ought to observe, that you will have to 
agree with the said ayuntamiento for the gratification corresponding to your extra services. God preserve 
you many years. Pensacola October 7, 1813. (Signed) Antonio Cabanas. To Don V. S. Pintado. 

No. 4.—Official note of the surveyor general, of October 11, 1813. By your official communication of the 
6th instant you were pleased to communicate to me, by order of the ayuntamiento of this district, of which 
you are secretary, that in their sitting of the preceding day it was determined by the said ayuntamiento, 
presided by the governor of the province, to direct me as surveyor general, to proceed to the survey of 
the squares of this town conformable to law and usage, as also of the lots and other property which, 
agreeable to the plan, may be vacant, and to specify at the same time how many lots are contained in the 
area destined for the construction of a church. I transcribed the said official communication to the prin- 
cipal minister of finance, and the same day said officer replied to me according to the tenor of the accom- 
panying copy marked No, 1; in consequence of which I now proceed to answer you in the order of the 
subject-matter of which your communication of the said decision treats. “For the laying off or demarca- 
tion of the squares of this town, and ascertaining the number of lots which may prove to be vacant after the 
regulation which is solicited, it would be necessary to know if one is to be left at cach extremity of equal 
extent for symmetry; as the laying off the same is to be agreeable to law, whether it be understood by this 
expression what is prescribed in law 9, title 1, book 4, of the Digest of the Indies, in this case, which of the 
dimensions which the said law directs would be suitable for the square or squares of this town? It 
would then become necessary to form a diagram representing the actual extent of the ground, and situa- 
tion of the houses, buildings, and lots of the national domain or of private property within its present 
area; the form and figure which is wished to be given to the same by the proposed arrangement, &c., in 
order that it be laid before the ayuntamiento for their determination, alteration, or whatever they may 
deem the most expedient and conformable to right, agreeable to the tenor of the law of January 4, cited 
by the minister; making to me in anticipation such other observations and advertencies as the ayunta- 
miento may judge conducive to the fulfilment of their desires, and for avoiding embarrassments which 
paralyze the operations. It would not appear to me superfluous that ene of the aldermen should be 
appointed to have an understanding with me as to the details of the scheme, in order not continually to be 
molesting the attention of the ayuntamiento. If by the other lots of the town is understood those which 
still remain to be distributed, the accompanying note, No. 2, of the information which I gave to the prin- 
cipal minister of finance on the 13th of April last, as well of the town lots as those of the suburbs then 
vacant, which were subsequently put up at public sale, will serve for their intelligence. As to the number 
of lots sold, the said minister can give better information; as I have not yet an exact statement of the 
same, I have to advert that, in my official letter which accompanied the said report, I stated that the lots 
situated to the north of the yard of the barracks, and bounded by the same, which the late deceased 
Lieutenant Colonel D. José Noriega possessed and claimed, and which, by the new plan and arrangement 
of this town was designated by No. 352, and ordered to be struck from the plan as belonging to the State, as 
stated in the official letter of the late governor of the province, D. V. Folch y Juan, of August, 30, 1809, in con- 
formity with which the said number was affixed to another lot which was added to the town. I also 
informed him that a judicial proceeding was pending relative to a piece of ground of a triangular form, 
which was to be added to the lots of Beltran Souchet and Thomas Villaseca in the eastern extremity of 
the square, in order to correct a deformity, on their paying the price of its appraisement. The place which 
was destined for the building of the church, d&c., is the division 24, situated between Intendencia, Romana, Del 
Bru, and Maresa streets, and contains 12 lots, of which, by the new map and general plan which was 
formed of the town, 72 feet front with the corresponding depth, were destined for the house of the King’s 
storekeeper, D. Francisco Gonzales de Jonte; after which there is another with some houses which are 
said now to be D. E. Sierra’s, for which lot I know no other title than that of the possession for some years. 
All which you will be pleased to lay before the illustrious ayuntamiento in reply to your official commu- 
nication. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, October 11, 1818. (Signed) D. V. S. Pintado. 
Addressed to D. Juan de la Rua. 

No. 5.—Reply of the ayuntamiento to the surveyor general, made on the same day, October 11, 1813. The 
members of the constitutional ayuntamiento of this town, having been made acquainted with the official 
letter which you were pleased this day to address me, determined on naming D. Francisco Gomez alderman 
of the said ayuntamiento, in-order that, in concert with the said gentlemen, you may proceed to the forma- 
tion of the plan of this town, the extent of the square or squares, and the symmetry which ought to be 
observed. As soon as it is finished, you will please to present it to the ayuntamiento for their approbation, 
and carrying the same into effect, or amending it if they deem it expedient. God preserve you many years. 
Pensacola, October 11, 1813. Juan dela Rua. To D. V. 8. Pintado. 
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No. 6.—Official note of the surveyor general to the ayuntamiento, dated October 20, 1813. Pursuant to 
a decree of the constitutional ayuntamiento of this district, in the sitting of the 11th instant, which you 
communicated to me under the same date, I wait on you with a diagram for the repartition into twelve lots 
of the division No. 24, which was destined for a church, in consequence of the alderman, D. F. Gomez, (authorized 
for agreeing upon the details of the operations referred to in the said decree of the 11th) having ordered 
to commence the same by said division, for the purpose of disposing immediately of the valuable lots 
thereof, and of four parcels of ground which became vacant by the reduction of Tarragona street to the width of 
only sixty feet, as you will see by the plan, by reason of the extreme distress which threatens us, and while 
what relates to the squares, their arrangement, and subdivision of the excess that can be properly combined 
and laid off, as has been ordered. As all the necessary explanation for the clear understanding of the same 
is subjoined in a note to the said plan, I omit a repetition here, and have only to observe to you that a 
duplicate of the whole remains in this office for the purpose that may be expedient. You will be pleased 
to present the said pian to the illustrious ayuntamiento, in order that, on the inspection of the same, they 
may resolve what they may consider most suitable, and to advise me of what they may be pleased to alter 
or modify. If the draught or diagram should be approved and ordered to be adopted, you will have the 
goodness to inform me thereof, and to enclose a copy of their decision in order that it may appear in 
evidence in due form, in the archives under my charge, adverting that the whole is marked on the ground 
exactly as it is represented in the plan. In the event, therefore, of its being approved, there will be nothing 
further to be done on my side in the matter. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, October 20, 1813, 
(Signed) V.S. Pintado. Addressed to D. Juan de la Rua. 

No.7.—Reply to the same, made on the 25th of said month, 1813. In an extraordinary council held by 
the constitutional ayuntamiento of this town, at their sitting on the 21st of the current month, the official 
letter which you were pleased to address to me having been read, and the plan presented for their approba- 
tion, the members of the ayuntamiento, with a full knowlege of the whole, resolved that it was perfectly 
regular, and met their approbation; they further directed that you should proceed, in concert with Don 
Francisco Gomez, until the conclusion of what remained to be measured, including the lots which the 
syndic stated (agreeable to the accompanying list) could be disposed of in continuation of those of 
the square. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, October 25, 1813. (Signed) Juan de la Rua, 
secretary. Addressed to Don V. 8. Pintado. 

No. 8.— Official letter of the surveyor general to the ayuntamiento, December 2, 1813. I wait on your 
honorable body with a draught of the plan for the regulating and delineation of the two squares of this 
town, designation of the lots for public buildings, and of those which may become salable between the 
two squares, formed in concert, and with the intervention of the regidor, Don Francisco Gomez, pursuant 
to the orders of your honorable body in the sittings of the 5th, and 21st, and 11th of October last. As 
soon as the said draught (or scheme) shall have been examined, and your honors may be pleased to direct 
its adoption, or any alterations or modifications which you may deem expedient, you will please to return 
it to me with corresponding annotations, for the purpose of carrying into effect what may be determined 
on in making the copy which would remain in my keeping. God preserve your honors many years. 
Pensacola, December 2, 1813. (Signed) V. S. Pintado. Addressed to the illustrious ayuntamiento of 
this place. 

No. 9.—Official letter of the alcalde, D. Jayme Fontenals, of April 21, 1813. In the council of the 18th 
instant, among other things, it was resolved that an official letter should be passed to you, requesting 
you to furnish Lieutenant D. Bernado Prieto, volunteer engineer in charge of the department, with a copy 
of the new plan, or to favor him with the diagram for the purpose of copying it, informing him of everything 
which it embraces, agreeable to the solicitation of the said engineer, through the medium of the governor 
of this province. Pursuant thereto, I communicate the same to you for your information, and that you 
may please to carry it into effect. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, April 21, 1814. (Signed) 
Jayme Fontenals. Addressed to D. V. 5. Pintado. 

No. 10.—Reply of the surveyor general, made April 22, 1814. In a reply to your official letter of 
yesterday I have to state that I have no objection to furnish the plan requested by the volunteer engineer, 
D. Bernado Prieto, in order that he may copy it, and inform himself of everything which it embraces, under 
the express condition that it shall be returned to me as early as possible, as it belongs to this office, where 
it is daily wanted, seeing that it is the only document whereby the situation and figure are known of the 
lots sold, or ordered to be sold by this ayuntamiento, between the squares of the Constitution and Ferdi- 
nand VII, and evidence of the approbation and other requisites. You will please to name the person who 
is to receive it from me, in order that, at the time of its delivery, he may furnish me with the corresponding 
voucher, God preserve you many years. Pensacola, April 22,1814. (Signed) V.S. Pintado. Addressed 
to D. Jayme Fontenals. 

No. 11.—Official note of the governor ad interim, D. José de Soto, to the surveyor general, dated August 
19, 1815. Please to furnish me, as soon as possible, with a duplicate copy of the plan of this town, which 
was made by you in consequence of the new figure which was given to it by the ex-ayuntamiento for the 
subdivision into lots of what was the military square, and the other ground plats destined for the church 
and military buildings. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, August 19, 1815. (Signed) José de 
Soto. Addressed to Don V. 8S. Pintado. 

Certificate—Don Vicente Sebastian Pintado, captain of infantry, and his Majesty’s surveyor gencral 
of West Florida: I certify that the preceding, numbered from one to eleven, are conformable to the 
originals which are in this office under my charge, to which I refer; and in compliance with the preceding 
decree I give the present, in the town of Pensacola, this 13th day of the month of September, 1816, (Signed) 
V.S. Pintado. 

Projected plan for the distribution into lots of division 24, of the town of Pensacola, which was destined 

Sor the building of the church and other public erections, agrecable to the resolution and decision of the con- 

stitutional ayuntamiento of this district, in their sittings of the 5th and 11th instant, and with the consent 

of the principal minister of public finance, in his official note of the 7th instant, which plan (or scheme) 

yas formed in concert with the advice of the regidor, D. Francisco Gomez, who assisted in the operations, 
being authorized by the said ayuntamiento in their sitting of the 11th for this purpose, communicated to me 
through their secretary, at the request of the aforementioned regidor, who directed the commencement of 
the same before the regulation of the squares, and that a separate diagram of its subdivision, for the 
purpose of effecting the sale of the lots in consequence of the urgent necessity; this being the spirit of 
their deliberation, though not expressed in their official letter of the 11th, in which the secretary commu- 
nicated to me the resolution in their sitting of the said day. 
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Explanations and advertencies.—The division 24, separated into two parts by Tarragona street, which 
is prolonged for the present, and these two parts were united, the one including Manresa street as far as 
division 28, the other including Bru street as far as division 25, in consequence of which it will be 
necessary to affix the number 24 to another division of a new location in order not to interrupt the series 
of the numeration of the divisions. The said two parts of the division 24 are represented in red on the 
ylan, and contain the twelve lots designated by the numbers 353 until 367, inclusive, of which number 
353 is where the house occupied by Don Francisco Jonte is situated, and 357 has some small houses of 
Don E. A. Sierra. The reason of passing from 353 to 357 is because the first was given to the lot under 
this number in the arrangement which was made by the government and intendancy in 1808, and the 
357 is that which follows in a regular series after the last number of the lots which were before located 
in the town, which amounted to 356. The twelve lots of which division 24 was composed are all rect- 
angular, and their dimensions are marked in the plan in feet and inches of London, the measure in use in 
this town, and the dotted lines denote the fences actually existing. Tarragona street, which was of an 
enormous width, was reduced to sixty feet, as the regidor represented the necessity of the same. In 
consequence thereof, the four parcels, A, B, C, D, between the said street and lots Nos. 278, 279, 298, 
294, become vacant, the dimensions of which are also noted, and what the said regidor stated, that they 
might be adjudicated to each of the owners of the said four lots on which the portions in question bound, 
for their appraised price, in order to conciliate the regulation of the street with the general and individual 
interest of the proprictors of the aforementioned four lots, whose names are also expressed in the plan. 
Pensacola, October 20, 1813. (Signed) V. S. Pintado, Francisco Gomez. The present is a copy of the 
one delivered to the ayuntamiento. (Signed) V. 8. Pintado, Francisco Gomez. 

Certificate——Vicente Sebastian Pintado, captain of infantry, and his Majesty’s surveyor general of 
West Florida: I certify that the present plan, with the antecedent title and explanation, is a literal copy 
from the original, which is in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and, pursuant to a decree 
of the 4th instant, I give the present, in Pensacola, September 18, 1816. (Signed) V.S. Pintado. 

Plan 2.—Draught of the new plan for regulating the two squares in the town of Pensacola, at the 
eastern and western extremities of the present one; determination of the extent of each, and the position 
and dimensions of the ground plots destined for the building of a church, and other public edifices, cor- 
rection, regulation, and demarcation of the latter at present, or previously existing, and of those belonging 
to individuals; subdivision of the excedent ground for salable lots; representation of the public buildings 
according to their actual situations, &c., formed and delineated by D. V. 5. Pintado, captain of infantry 
and surveyor general of West Florida, pursuant to an act and resolution of the illustrious ayuntamiento 
of this district, in their sittings of the 5th, 11th, and 21st of October last, with the concurrence of the 
principal minister of finance, in his official letter of the Tth of the said month, and in conformity with the 
directions of Don Francisco Gomez, specially authorized in their sittings of the 11th, to agree with the 
said surveyor in the details of the plan. 

Explanations and advertencies—To the western square, formerly called that of Ferdinand VII, has 
been affixed the name of the square of the Constitution, conformably to order of the general and extra- 
ordinary Cortes of 1812; and to the eastern square, formerly called Seville square, has been given the 
name of Ferdinand VII. The dimensions of the squares and lots projected and laid off, and of those 
which are actually fenced, are noted in the plan in feet and inches of London, the former with black 
ciphers, and the latter with red; the black lines between the two squares denote the demarcation pro- 
jected, and the red represent the actual figure and situation of the lots and fences as they at present 
stand; the ciphers within the dotted black lines denote the width which is left to the squares and streets, 
and the red ciphers within the red dotted lines represent the measurements made to ascertain the situa- 
tion of the existing lots and buildings, and for the purpose of showing their situation on the plan. The 
block-houses and other old buildings belonging to the national domain which remain in the squares and 
in the new street, and which now serve for magazines and barracks, as also the guard-house (a) in ruins, 
which remains in Commandancia street, will hereafter have to be demolished, when it may become 
necessary to build others, and also the house (b) in ruins which remains in Church street, and which, 
with the lot to the north of the barracks, (K,) is claimed by the heirs of the deceased Lieut. Col. José de 
Noriega. The present military kitchen, (c,) the present church, (d,) and the house in ruins, (e.) 

References.—(+) lot for the church; (A) idem for the consistory and principal corps de guard; (B) 
idem for the public jail; (C’) idem for the custom-house and revenue office; (D) the intended reduced area 
of the ground on which the government houses stand, and the garden, the actual dimensions of which 
are represented by the red lines; () grounds reserved for the market-house and public magazines; (F’) 
ground and house belonging to the Rev. James Coleman, from which is taken off the portion marked for 
the purpose of straightening Commandancia street, and for which he is indemnified by other portions to 
the north and east of the lots contained between the black and red lines; (G) houses and lot belonging 
in moiety to Pablo Granpera and Francisco Tillas, who consented to relinquish twenty feet of the eastern 
side for a lane, (f,) for the purpose of giving an egress from the barracks (A) to the bay on condition 
that a like extent should be given them on Barracks street, which was of sixty feet width, and is reduced 
to forty, like the others of this plan, and to whom it would be expedient to convey, for their value, the 
portions to the north and south, designated between the black and red lines, for the purpose of completing 
the regularity and symmetry; (#) lot on which stands the ball room and buildings of D. Juan Cazenave 
and D. Juan Francisqui; (/) ground reserved for a national hospital; (J) ground of the old barracks 
which were burnt, reserved with the extent laid down for their eventual rebuilding, and for their kitchens, 
and for those of the actual barracks, as the present one is situated on the salable lots Nos. 16 and 18; 
(XK) actual barracks, with their area or yard, to which two portions to the east and west are added, and 








‘those to the north and south taken off; (Z) lot for the building of the national magazines; (JZ) the 


present public prison and principal corps.de guard, with the area which is destined for the same by the 
arrangements of 1807, 1808, and 1809; (NV) triangle which, by the aforesaid arrangement, was directed 
to be added to the lots of Beltran Souchet and Thomas Villaseca, on their paying the appraised value, in 
relation to which the judicial proceeding was followed up; (No. 1) lot for a public school; (No. 2) lot for 
the parish vicar; (No. 3 until 20, inclusive,) salable lots, unless any of them should be separated for 
the aforesaid deceased Lieutenant Colonel. Pensacola, Pecember 1, 1813. (Signed) V. 8. Pintado, 
Francisco Gomez. 

_ In this day’s session the present plan was approved of in all its parts in this constitutional ayunta- 
miento, and the carrying the same into effect was decreed, and, by order of the same, I record it in the 
town of Pensacola, December 7, 1818. (Signed) Felix Talla, secretary ad interim. 
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Certificate—Don Vicente Sebastian Pintado, captain of infantry, and his Majesty’s surveyor general 
of West Florida: I certify that the present is an exact transcript from the original, which, with its 
explanatory notes, exist in these archives under my charge, to which I refer; and, pursuant to a decree 
of the 4th of September last, I give the present in Pensacola, October 31, 1816. 

Note 1.—To the squares in question the names of Ferdinand VII and Seville were restored after the 
publication of the royal decree, dated in Valencia, 1814. 

Note 2.—The copy of the old plan of the square, which was asked, is omitted, as the whole is included 
and represented in the present plan. Date ut supra. (Signed) Vicente Sebastian Pintado. 

Petition by the Reverend James Coleman.—To the governor and sub-delegate of finance: Don Santiago 
toleman, vicar and ecclesiastical judge of the parochial church of St. Michael, of Pensacola, respectfully 
represents to your honor that, from time immemorial, division No. 24 of this town was destined for the 
building of a church thereon; doubtless from its situation with regard to the ancient figure of the town, 
and as most conformable to the spirit of the law 8, litle T, book 4, of the Digest of the Indies. He represents 
that the dedication of the said lot to so holy a purpose is not of mere tradition, because, exclusive of the 
sanction given to the same, handed down from one to another in regular succession, it derives a further 
confirmation from the assent at all times given thereto by the constituted authorities, and particularly 
from the intendant of this province, D. Juan Ventura Morales, and the governor of the same, D. Vicente 
Folch y Juan; when, in the year 1807, the former proposed to the latter that the plan of the town should 
be regulated anew, and a permanent figure given thereto. Thus he expresses himself in the fourth 
observation contained in his official letter of August 26: “The ground destined for a church is diminished 
on the western side by the houses of the King’s storekeeper, D. Francisco Jonté, and that occupied by D. 
Francisco Morejou; it would therefore appear proper to reduce the said lot in the same ratio on the 
eastern side so that the church may face the wide street, with its corresponding collateral streets, for the 
purpose of facilitating the communication to the part situated in the rear of the church.” And the 
governor, in acceding to the arrangement of the new plan proposed, replies in the following words, as 
contained in the fifth paragraph of his official letter: “The fourth observation refers to the diminution 
which has taken place in the sectional division destined for a chureh and other public buildings by the 
lots on which are situated the houses of the King’s storekeeper, D. Francisco Jonté, and those of 
Captain D. Juan Domingues, now occupied by the Lieutenant D. Francisco Morejou. _ If, therefore, the 
church and other buildings should be erected, as I have reason to believe, there is no doubt that Domin- 
gues’ house, on account of its smallness and bad construction, ought to be demolished, because it was 
granted on this condition; that of the King’s storekeeper, on account of its solidity and spaciousness, 
ought to be purchased for account of the crown or the public, for a rectory or dwelling of the vicar of 
the parish, because I consider it would be more beneficial to the King to acquire this property than té 
make new erections. The street may remain in the space allowed for this purpose between the said 
house belonging to Jonté and the lot No. 169.” The surveyor general, in his official letter of March 1, 1808, 
accompanying the new plan submitted to and approved by the intendancy and government, likewise 
recognizes the said lot as appropriated for the church, as it states in the ninth paragraph: “In the series 
of number of lots, the four granted within the old military square are included, and also that in the 
occupation of the King’s storekeeper, D. Francisco de Jonté, in division twenty-four, reserved for the 
church and other buildings.” This granted, the church had an incontestable right to the said division 
number twenty-four, or to the greater part of it, notwithstanding there was no concession made with 
accustomed formalities, as the general agreement upon this point ought to be looked upon as an incon- 
trovertible title. Notwithstanding what has been said in the year 1813, when the garrison was reduced 
to the last stage of distress in consequence of the inability of the government to victual them, owing to 
the total want of funds for the purchase of provisions, the ayuntamiento, animated by their desire to 
preserve tlie town and troops, and considering the ground in question as unfit for the high purpose for 
which it was intended, in consequence of its being boggy, and having no population in its rear, although 
in the centre of the town, directed that it should be laid off in lots and sold for the purpose of procuring 
supplies for the garrison and those attached thereto. These were subsequently sold, and the delineation 
and regulation of the squares were simultaneously ordered, agreeably to the spirit of the law 9, title 7, 
book 4, of the digest of these kingdoms, which was accordingly done, and the ground in the larger square 
of the two was designated for the building of a church and other necessary edifices for the services and 
uses of the same; and other lots were assigned for royal and public buildings, such as the custom-house, 
revenue office, corps de guard, prison, hall, and offices of the ayuntamiento, &c., and the remainder was 
divided into other lots which were laid off and sold in like manner as those of division 24, by beat of drum 
and public crier, as is the custom, for the purpose of relieving the garrison. The exponent, trusting in 
the firmness and stability of these dispositions, which were carried into effect with scrupulousness and 
solemnity, yielded his tacit consent by the mere circumstance of having made no opposition thereto; but 
it afterwards happened that when some of the purchasers were about to enclose and build on the lots 
which they had bought and paid for between the two squares, the predecessor ad interim of your honor, 
Colonel Don José de Soto, stopped them, and used his efforts, by writing, to have the whole annulled by 
superior authority, regardless of the incalculable damage and confusion which he was about to occasion; 
and, although the result is not known, the church has since that time been despoiled, or, at least, without 
any security for what belongs to it. As such a long interval has elapsed without any decision having 
transpired, the petitioner fears that if he should preserve a longer silence in relation to this property of 
the Lord, and should it be lost, he would be accused of unpardonable neglect. Therefore, following 
the counsel of Father Saragoza, who tells us that brevity should not be made at the cost of the object 
treated of, nor of perspicacity, the exponent is under the imperious necessity of submitting to your honor 
this prolix representation, in order that, after due consideration of its teuor, you may be pleased to decide 
definitely as to the allotment of the ground for the building of a church. And, if in a suitable place, and 
not operating to the injury, or liable to be claimed by any other individual, you will cause the proper patent 
to be issued, in order that, under this security, he may immediately commence taking steps to have a church 
built, as the store is so indecent in which divine worship is temporarily celebrated, and its being further 
threatened with approaching ruin, for which purpose, and there being no funds belonging to the fabric, 
not even the oblata assigned by his Majesty, which has not been received during seven years, it is intended to 
solicit the aid of the faithful parishioners of this parish, and of those of the city of Havana, as also of his 
lordship the bishop of the diocese, for such contributions as their Christian piety may induce them to grant 
as an homage rendered to God; having recourse, at the same time, to the chief of the department of 
finance, in order that he may be pleased to assign therefrom the third part of the costs of same, as 
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srescribed in the laws 3d and 5th of the second title, book Ist of the digest; I therefore beg and entreat 
that your honor will please to order and determine as I have solicited, being conformable to justice, aud 
in furtherance of the service of both Majesties. Pensacola, August 5, 1815. (Signed) James Coleman. 

Order.—Pensacola, September 21, 1816. Let the surveyor general report. (Signed) Maxent. 

Report of the surveyor—To the governor and sub-delegate of finance: The statement made by the 
vicar and ecclesiastical judge of this holy parochial church is so clear, genuine, and conformable to the 
documents relative to this matter which exists in these archives, and to the traditions, laws, facts, and 
events which he quotes, that I have only to refer to his narration of the same. The church is, indeed, 
despoiled of the lot which was reserved for it, and without security for the one which was afterwards 
designated, from the reasons which he alleges: when, by order of the late ayuntamiento, the squares were 
regulated and their dimensions fixed, due regard was had to what the law prescribes, law 9, title 7, book 
4 of the Digest cf the Indies, and which is couched in these words: “Should the principal square where 
the town is to be commenced be on the seacoast, it ought to be made at the landing of the port, and, 
should it be an inland situation, then in the centre of the town, in the form of an oblong, of at least one 
and a half the length of its width, because it will be more suitable for processions on horseback and 
others; its extent ought to be proportioned to the number of inhabitants, and it ought to be kept in view 
that the town may gradually increase; it ought not to be less than 200 feet in breadth and 300 feet in 
length, nor greater than 800 fect in length and 532 in width, and it will be of a middling and good 
proportion if it should be 600 fect in length, 400 in width, &c.” 

The 8th law of the same title and book was also taken into consideration as it relates to the locality 
for the building of the church, which, although the town should border on a coast, directs that it should 
be erected in such a situation that it may be seen from the sea, and the fabric to serve as a defence of 
the port, appropriating lots near the same for this purpose, and not in the continuation of the town where 
there are royal buildings and shops belonging to individuals.” In conformity with the said laws, seeing the 
small extent of this town, and the inconsiderable number of its inhabitants, 356 feet English were assigned 
to the principal square for its width from side to side, and 620 feet English for its length, likewise 
extending to the bay on the shortest side; and hence the two squares are of middling extent and well 
proportioned, according to the spirit of the law, seeing the difference between the foot of Burgos and that 
of London for a town of so few inhabitants of every description, which scarce amounts to 2,000 of every 
color, sex, and age; having located in the principal square the lots for the erection of a church and other 
buildings in a suitable situation, and conformable, in my opinion, to legislative provision, and to the 
adaptation of local circumstances, as your honor may best acquire a knowledge of by the plan or drawing 
which is in the secretary’s office of this government, as copied from the original, which is in the office of 
archives under my charge. Thus was reduced to two squares that vast plane of indeterminate space 
which was previously of 1,725 feet in length by 1,606 English feet, at least, in width, and which after- 
wards, by the two sectional divisions granted and distributed in the year 1804 by Don Vicente Folch y 
Juan, late governor of this province, was reduced to the same length, 1,725 feet English, and to the width 
of 620 feet on the shortest side as far as the bay; which are the dimensions which it still has in conse- 
quence of the suspension of what was done by the late ayuntamiento, and which is improperly called a 
square in all its extent, having in its centre, and scattered without order, so many houses and buildings 
belonging both to the crown and individuals; and even were it otherwise, what an enormous square 
would it be for a town like this when few of the most famous cities have one of equal extent! I have 
said plane of indeterminate space, because, besides the two sectional divisions, other grants of lots have 
been made therein to individuals; others obtained permission to build on and fence a portion thereof, and 
he who did not extend at discretion built without order or symmetry; and even for the garden or govern- 
ment house much more was taken than it before had, nothing of which would have happened if the 
precise dimensions of the square or squares, their form and figure, and what respectively belonged to each 
royal or private building, had been opportunately determined—the present conflict would thus have been 
avoided; but even in the general arrangement which was made in the years 1807, 1808, and 1809, this was 
not treated of, but left for another time. This mode of distribution and designation of the dimensions of 
each boundary, in order to avoid difficulties and contentions, is so conformable to the laws and customs 
of all civilized societies, to reason and justice, that even God himself, says David, divided among his 
people the promised land by measure. Divisit illis terram in faniculo distributionis. Psalm Ixxviii, verse 
55, and as to be read in the 18th chapter of Joshua. 

This uninhabited plane was left so by the English qn account of the enclosure they were obliged to 
make within the town for fear of an attack by the Indians when they had no exterior fortifications, and in 
which the garrison, and all the inhabitants, with their families, were shut up in case of an alarm. At 
present there remains no other vestige of the said enclosure than the buildings which served for defence, 
and others which at present serve for storehouses and barracks, the which were not meddled with nor 
any others belonging to the crown, in the delineation ordered by the ayuntamiento, except an old kitchen 
which has already fallen and has been demolished. There are in fact some which remain in the new street, 
and others in the squares, which do not obstruct the way; and of these which are already in a state of 
decay, it is said in the draught (or scheme) which was presented to the ayuntamiento, and approved of 
by them, presided by the civil and military governor of the province, that, “if the scheme should be carried 
into execution, it would be necessary after some time to demolish them, or else when others should be 
made;” for which purpose a piece of ground is reserved in the most commodious, high, and safe place 
for royal storehouses, as also are others for barracks, hospitals, &c., as may be clearly seen by the said 
plan and explanation. The lots which were laid off between the two squares for sale were, in effect, sold, 
or the greater part of them, with the solemnities mentioned; as were also those of the division 24, which 
had been reserved for the church, and one and all were paid for, as I have understood. If the sale of the 
first ones be made in spite of the formalities made use of and the reasons which gave rise to the occasion, 
it is regular that the sale of the second ones be so likewise, because, speaking like a geometrician, the 
things equal to the same are equal between themselves; and if there is solid foundation for such a decision, 
by re-delivering to the purchasers their money, things will revert to their former state. It will be just, 
likewise, that the church should again enter into possession of the said division 24, or of its respective 
portion thereof, although this part is very far from being adapted to so high and hcely a purpose, or to the 
Spirit of the law. The foregoing is as much as I can inform your honor, so that, at sight thereof, you may 
please to determine what may be found most conformable to justice. Pensacola, September 22, 1816. 


(Signed) Vicente Sebastian Pintado. 
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Decree.—Pensacola, September 25, 1816.—Pass it to the commander of engineers pro tempore, Don 
Bernardo Prieto, in order that he may report to me what he knows, and what may be his opinion in relation 
to the representation by the reverend vicar general of this holy church. (Signed) Maxent. 

Report and opinion of the engineer.—To his honor the governor: The regulation of the town, effected 
by his honor the brigadier Don Vicente Folchy Juan, formerly governor of this province, appears to me 
to be most expedient, and that which the nature of this place requires to be adopted for the security of the 
general interest; the importance of which was well known to the aforesaid gentleman, ex-governor, of 
whom we ought not to suppose that, with his well-known intelligence, he could be ignorant of the law 9, 
title 7, book ‘i. or of the 8th of the same title, which could not be applicable to the present case, owing to 
the kind of materi ials of which all the buildings are constructed which compose this establishment, which 
is timber of pitch pine and light wood—a “circumstance which points out the necessity of giving an 
apparent irregular extent to the squares they laid off, and the width of 100 feet to Tarragona street; go 
that, with the aid of fire engines, it ought to be hoped that, however much the number of buildings might 
be extended or multiplied, “there would be no cause to fear, with the aforesaid precaution of fire engines, 
that the whole establishment might be burnt up in one conflagration. In a moment, during which the 
intrusive constitutional eovernment continued, a new arrang ement was formed, which was “adopted by 
honored persons, actuated, as I believe, by the best of intentions, but who were deficient in the knowl- 
edge requisite to proceed with that judgment which the importance of the case required. Your 
honor is not ignorant that the foremost of the aldermen of that time were those who could sign, who had 
also the second misfortune to be presided by a chief whose years had already deprived him of the 
intellectual faculties with which nature might have endowed him in the spring of his life. It was owing 
to this cause, and to the circumstance of Don José Viola’s immediately building his house, which to this 
time is the only one agreeable to the new plan, that, as was my duty, I represented and gave such a report 
as the case admitted of, which I duplicated on October 25, 1815; the which was done in compliance with 
a demand for a report thereon from me, by Col. Don José de Soto, commander ad interim of this province, 
dated August 16, of the same year, which I answered on the 18th, and in which are copies of all the 
preceding ones which were had on the particular. 

I do not see how the reverend vicar general of this holy parochial church makes out that the same is 
hereby in anywise injured; and I rest on this, that, as there remains in both plans particular grants for 
the aforesaid holy church, be the decision what it may, there will always remain in one or the other the 
portion reserved for so high a purpose. 

Neither have I evidence of the efforts of Col. Don José de Soto in opposition to the plan in question, 
but of a certain military frankness, which was a characteristic of him, and I am inclined to believe him 
incapable of overstraining his authority, or of availing himself of any subterfuge in order to favor 
particular ends. Pensacola, October 8, 1816. (Signed) Bernardo Prieto. 

Decree.—tThe better to decide in this matter, let the secretary of this government put in continuation 
herewith a certified copy of the documents of which the commander of engineers treats in the third 
paragraph of the preceding report, together with copies of those which before were had on the particular, 
and the dates they may bear. Pensacola, October, 18, 1816. (Signed) Maxent. 

Demand of a report by Governor Soto.—It being necessary that I should be instructed with regard 
to the innovations or variations had with respect to the lots on which royal buildings are situated, in 
consequence of the new arrangement given to it by the ayuntamiento, with the distribution and sale of 
lots by the same authority of what formed the military square, you will please to report to me what you 
know in this particular. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, August 16, 1815. (Signed) José de 
Soto. Addressed to Don Bernardo Prieto. 

Reply.—The copies annexed contain the documents previously had on the side of the department of 
engineers, with respect to the variations which the ex-ayuntamiento ordered “a be carried into execution, 
and which they would have effected in a short time, but for your honor’s revent order to suspend all 
establishments until superior approbation be obtained. By those your honor will see that I knew nothing 
of the matter until the moment which appears; and, although the lots which comprehend the aforesaid 
innovations were publicly sold on distinct occasions, I never believed it could be possible they would 
interfere with the royal buildings, as such decisions have no connexion with those which ought to belong 
to a constitutional ayuntamiento, if their representation is attended to, and that that momentaneous govern- 
ment had not laid aside the ordinances of the royal corps of engineers of the year 1803, and the articles 
one and nine of the title 1 of the 3d regulation remained from that time until the latter period in full force. 

This is as much as I can say in compliance with the official note which your honor was pleased to 
address me on date of 16th instant, to which I reply. God preserve your honor many years. Pensacola, 
August 18, 1815. (Signed) Bernado Prieto. Addressed to José de Soto. 

I have casually understood that the constitutional ayuntamiento of this town have altered the plan 
thereof which was before adopted. 

The house which D. José Viola is building has occasioned me to make the inquiry from the novelty of 
its position with respect to the military building to which it is contiguous; but, as I have understood that 
the same remark applies to the others, my duty requires me, if such be the case, to solicit your honor to 

use suitable measures for my obtaining from the proper person a copy of the new plan, or the original, 
that I may take one, with instructions of how far the innovations relate to my department, so that T may 
be able to comply with the provisions of the ordinance. God preserve your honor many years. Pensacola, 
April 18, 1814. Bernado Prieto. To Don Matthew Gonzales Manrique. It is a copy. (Signed) Bernado 
Prieto. 

The alcalde of this town informs me on this date as I copy: ‘On this date I addressed the surveyor 
general, D. V. 8. Pintado, as follows: In a sitting of the cabildo of the 18th instant, among other things, 
it was ordered that an official note should be addressed to you, desiring you to furnish the lieutenant, D. 
Bernado Prieto, volunteer engineer and charged with that branch, with a copy of the new plan, or to 
favor him with the original one that he may copy it, instructing him with respect to innovations it may 
contain according to what said engineer has solicited through the medium of his honor the commander of 
the province. I ‘consequently communicate the same to you for your intelligence, and that you may please 
to act accordingly. And I advise your honor of the same for your intelligence, and that you may please 
to act accordingly. I advise your honor of the same for your intelligence, and the purposes which may be 
expedient,” and I to you in reply to your paper of the 13th instant. God preserve you many years. Pensacola, 
April 20, 1814. Matthew Gonzales Manrique. To D. Bernado Prieto. It is a copy. Bernado Prieto. 
Ihave received from the surveyor, D. V. 8. Pintado, the plan which I solicited, as appears in the 
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annexed copies, and so soon as the volunteer engineer, D. Nicholas Funels, shall have copied it I will 
remit it to you on the first occasion. I have obtained the necessary paper, which with difficulty I have 
been able to procure. The buildings comprehended in it are those of the old houses, block-houses, with 
the corps de guard, which serve as national storehouses and quarters for colored troops from Havana, 
which buildings would be shut up in a street. The kitchen lot of this garrison ought to be given up, and 
the dragoons’ barracks interfere, in part, with such as must likewise be given up. The yard for the tents 
is altered, as is also the government house garden; on all which your honor will make such reflections as 
may appear to me to be involved, when I transmit you the plan in question. God preserve your honor 
many years. Pensacola, May 3, 1814. (Signed) Bernado Prieto. Addressed to D. Firmin Montano. It 
is a copy. Bernado Prieto. 

The captain of the schooner Comet, D. Lorenzo Olivar, will wait on your honor with a copy of the 
plan which I made known to you in an official note of the 3d of May of the present year, No. 12, in 
which I have noted that the ground chosen for the storehouse is situated in such a manner that with the 
storms which sometimes occur in this place they would be inundated, and their contents damaged, unless 
they should be built with the necessary elevation, and the thickness of the walls sufficient to resist the 
impulse of the waves, in which case their cost would be six times more than the proceeds of the sales of 
the lots. The military hospital, almost in the centre of the town, appears wrong, as being inimical to public 
salubrity on account of the southerly breezes which prevail in summer, by which the sea would be infested, 
owing to its position in advance; situations are not wanting where it might be located on the outside of 
the town, and contiguous thereto on the north. The space which formerly took in the squares and the 
width of Tarragona street were calculated, with the aid of fire engines, to stop fire; but those being 
reduced to the limits laid down in the new plan, this idea vanishes. God preserve your honor many years. 
Pensacola, July 10, 1814. (Signed) Bernado Prieto, and addressed to his honor D. Firmin Montano. It 
is a copy. Bernado Prieto. 

Certificate—The foregoing is a copy of the original official notes which exist in this office of govern- 
ment under my charge, which I certify; and I give the present pursuant to the decree which proceeds 
from his honor the commander ad interim of this province, dated the 18th instant. Pensacola, October 
19, 1816. (Signed) Carlos Reggio. 

Decree.—Pensacola, October 25, 1816. Let this judicial proceeding be shown to the reverend vigar 
of this parish, D. Santiago Coleman. (Signed) Maxent. 

Reply and petition of the Rev. James Coleman.—To his honor the governor: D. Santiago Coleman, 
ecclesiastical judge and vicar general of this parochial church of St. Michael, respectfully states that in 
consequence of your honor’s decree of the 25th instant, I have seen the report of the captain of infantry, 
Don Vicente Sebastian Pintado, surveyor general of this province, and likewise the opinion of the com- 
mander pro tempore of engineers, Don Bernado Prieto, with annexations of the official notes which the 
latter cites in the third paragraph of his exposition, and which your honor thought proper to have copied 
in continuation, the better to decide in regard to the petition which I presented in claim of the ground or 
the lot on which the church ought to be built; and having attended to their expositions with the attention 
which they merit, I find that the report of the first is conceived in terms so clear and evident thut the 
force and perspicacity of his reasons cannot but be admired; so demonstrative in my view, that they 
leave not the least obscurity on the subject, as they contain all the illustration which is requisite. That 
of Don Bernado Prieto presents the subject in another different aspect which it would be well to clear up; 
but I shall not detain myself therein as it does not belong to me, and less to investigate the military 
frankness of Colonel Don José de Soto, late governor ad interim of this province, (as the said engineer 
affirms,) nor to search out the sites and places on which he expatiates, as being foreign to the case 
treated of, and its being my only intention to prove that the church is despoiled, or at least without security 
for what belongs to it, as I stated in my petition. 

The gentleman engineer says, in the fourth paragraph of his report or opinion, that he does not see, 
as I do, that the church is in any respect injured, and he rests on this; that as there remains in both plans 
particular grants for the same, be the decision what it may, there will always remain in one or the other 
the place reserved. Notwithstanding that division 24, which is the one reserved for the church, has 
become private property, as I have already stated, acquired by the owners at public sale, the assignment 
of the lot which was afterwards designated in its stead is pretended to be annulled, as also the regulation 
of the squares, and whatever else was done by order of the late ayuntamiento. Where, then, is the place 
reserved for the church? If we wish to commence the building so much wanted, where shall we begin? 
And where, then, is the reason to see that the church is not in any respect injured? The gentleman engi- 
neer will permit me to say that his assertion or opinion, in this respect, does not coincide with mine, and 
he must, in this case, have explained himself inadvertently, as occurs in his official notes to the director, 
Don Firmin Montano, dated May 3, and June 10, 1814, when, among other things, he says that what he 
calls dragoon barracks awaits the destiny to be sold in part, and that the ground reserved for storehouses 
would be subject to inundation in storms, and to damage their contents, unless a wall should be made 
sufficient to resist the force of the waves, &c. What I have just referred to I consider an inadvertent 
mistake, having before me the plan of the town; for neither that which was the dragoons’ barracks, before 
an hospital, and now abandoned and in ruins, is among the number of lots to be sold; nor is the ground 
reserved for storehouses subject to inundation, nor can it ever be exposed to the force of the waves unless 
there should come another deluge, for it is the highest place to the north contiguous to my own house, 
which, in that case, would be the first inundated, and likewise the old storehouse which serves for a 
church, and also the government house and garden would be inundated. These mistakes have probably 
occasioned us the present trouble. The fact is this, that what was the old storehouse, in which divine 
service is celebrated, is threatened with approaching ruin, and it is to be feared that its fall may occasion 
the sacrifice of some innocent victims, while those who are principally the cause of the dreaded catastrophe 
run little or no risk; therefore, I entreat your honor that, taking into consideration the ruinous state of 
the actual church, its altar and ornaments exposed to the rain and bad weather, (for it is notorious that, 
since May, 1781, in which this place was retaken, its roof has not been renewed nor repaired with 

shingles,) your honor will please to determine as may be dictated by the sentiments of justice, which I 
ask, Pensacola, October 30, 1816. (Signed) Santiago Coleman. 

Decree.—Pensacola, October 31, 1816. Let this judicial proceeding be annexed to those which follow 
the ones of Don Carlos Lavalle and Don Francisco Barrios in behalf of the inhabitants who purchased the 
lots laid off between the two squares, conformable to the last plan of this town; which was formed at the 
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request of the late ayuntamiento, in order to render a statement of the results to his excellency the captain 
general of this province when opportunity may serve. (Signed) Francisco Maximiliano de San Maxent, 


OPINION OF THE KING’S ATTORNEY. 


May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: The inhabitants of the town of Pensacola, representing in this judicial] 
proceeding, have everything of justice on their side. They purchased at public sale the lots which, to-day, 
occasioned the dispute. The sale of them was made with the consent of all the authorities, which governed 
the town at that period; and those authorities all concurred in and authorized the same, impelled by the 
supreme law of necessity. The alternative which they proposed, therefore, is very just; for, if the contract 
remains firm, the free use of their lots ought to be left to them; and, if it be rescinded or annulled, the 
money they disbursed for their price ought to be returned to them immediately. I believe there will not 
be funds for the latter, and it is necessary to accede to the former; but, as there are inconveniences in this 
case, which are apparent from the proceedings, it seems requisite that your excellency should report the 
same to his majesty, with an authenticated copy of the judicial proceeding for the corresponding decision 
and his Majesty’s pleasure. Havana, January 30, 1814. Leonardo del Monte. 

I, Joseph E. Caro, secretary to the board of land commissioners for the district of West Florida, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct translation of the documents in the Spanish language. 

JOSEPH E. CARO, Secretary. 

Pensacoia, January 20, 1825. 


M. 


Abstract of claims, founded on grants, patents, and warrants of survey emanating from the British govern- 
ment, and which have been reported to Congress by the undersigned commissioners. 
































No. Present claimant. | Original claimant. Nature of claim. |Date of claim. Quantity. | Where situ- By whom issued.} When and by 
| | ated. whom sur- 
| veyed.* 
| “Acres. Rds. Phs. 
1 | Elihu Hall Bay ......| Walter Paterson .......| Warrant ofsurvey.) May 11,1799} 2,000 00 00, Escambia co.| Peter Chester..|......0..00. oe 
2 | ee eee John Paterson....++ e+ oc0cdO.00000d0....) May 5,1779} 2,000 00 00 |...... 1G so.0\s:0 «| o0\neic 6D sciences s|owaiecesceais eoee 
= Seer Rie scecasest John Hall....... Sees o00cO.cccce do....|May 3,1779} 2,000 00 00....... WO scccesloseecs GO. vcecceelcecsesecics sane 
Bilsssce -d0.....e0eee000-| John Sutherland .......| Patent.....seeeee Oct. 7,1780 550 00 00 oe eeeedOreceeeleceeesdOrsoeeees Sept. 14,1780 
5S Jecccee GO.s.c00 seeseceleccess 1D 000000000 00500 0]00000Oveveeseeccss] OCt, F178) 550 00 00 ...6. dO. cceeefeeeeeedO..eee000) Sept. 14,1780 
6 | Theodore Gaillard. ..| Francis Lewis .......eefeeesdQeeseeeeeeeee| June 16,1777 DOO DD 00 [icine AO sccccclo0seceOOccscess May 6,1777 
fe dO. ccccccccscces | James Sutton ......+0 coeeDOscccccccccee| May 4,1767 3 3 00'......do......| Mont. Browne.} Sept. 30,1766 
8 | Heirs of Evan Jones. .| Evan Jones....eeseeees ooeedOsccceeccceee| Dec. 18,1766 400 00 00 |......d0...... coccce dO. soeeeee July 23,1766 
Disses dO, ...s0eee02+e+| Boardman & Southwell.|....dO...ceseeeeee June 27,1768 200 00 00 {09000 s@Os00000]e000seBOceneeees April 22,1766 
10 |..000- dO. 0s seseseees| Thomas White ......0.[0++-dOseeeeeeeeeee| June 21,1768 200 00 00 (ibis sss ivcetaicassons Mar. 5,1767 
TD ].00000dO. cescece ssownsl Israel] Boardman. .....e}eeeedOrsecerceeees June 27,1768 300 00 00 ee ere eer eeeere Mar. 4,1767 
CE yr dO. ...000¢ eeseee| William Leitch........ ae OMIDsSabakes snes Sept. 2,1766 50 00 00 ......do......| G. Johnstone...| July 25, 1766 
ES laewcee BD seen oseen0 | James Thompson ...000]0++dO..eeceeeeeee| Jan. 8,1768 50 00 00 or ee Mont. Browne.| Aug. 26,1766 
14 | .c000edO....000e00000+| Alexander Maclellan ...]....dO..seeceeeeee| Mar. 25, 1767 4°00 OO) oscar GO ..ce00 ae eer, 18, 1767 
15 jo osese DOissesse seeeee) Francis Hutchinson....)....dOwssseesevees Dec. 15,1768] 2,000 00 00....... Wisiscettess. ».dO.....+..| Aug. 18,1768 
16 | Heirs of J. Thompson.| James Thompson ...... ccd cccccece sooo} Nov. 10,1766 12 1 2 o00eeedOrceeselesereedOs.se voceleceeecescccece 
Re eer eee Serer: ae” eee Jan. 9,1767 Biren desncAbeiincsbosnnsisssanees 
1S J .ccsse IO. .0000000s0000 lcoueen DOsccccseseccccescloccedOsccccesevcce| Sans 10,1767 iS 3 0D |. .s00 HOS ccc |osceesOcccoovesloceee eee ceees : 
| | 








* Surveyed by E. Durnford. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The heirs of Evan Jones have proved, by depositions, that they are citizens of the United States, but 
have adduced no testimony to show that their claims have never been compensated for by the British 
government. 

No. 13. No conveyance from Leitch to Evan Jones. No. 14. No conveyance from Thompson to Evan 
Jones. No. 15. No conveyance from Maclellan to Evan Jones. 

The heirs of James Thompson have proved, by depositions, that they are citizens of the United States, 
but have adduced no testimony to show that their claims have never been compensated for by the British 
government. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





REPORT ON BRITISH CLAIMS. 


The law organizing this board of commissioners has directed us to examine and determine the validity 
of claims submitted for adjudication, “agreeable to the laws and ordinances heretofore existing of the 
governments making the grants respectively.” In addition to this, the attention of the commissioners is 
directed to two objects in the investigation of British claims; 1st, to ascertain how far they are valid by 
the law of nations; and, 2d, how far they have been considered valid under the Spanish government; and, 
if satisfied that said claims be correct and valid, shall give confirmation to them. 

The great reliance of the British claimants is placed upon the effort to prove that their titles are valid 
by the laws of nations. They do not pretend that they were considered valid under the Spanish govern- 
ment, but endeavor to avail themselves of the jus postliminium as laid down in Vattel and other writers 
upon the laws of nations. Let us for a moment examine the soundness of this position. 
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es 

“The right of posiliminium,” says Vattel, “is that in virtue of which persons and things taken by the 
enemy are restored to their former state on coming again into the power of the nation to which they 
belonged.” There are two modes by which they may be restored to the possession of the original 
proprietors: 1st, by reconquest, and, 2d, by treaty stipulation. Although prisoners of war may have 

iven their parole, territories and towns submitted to the enemy, and sworn and promised him allegiance, 

et if retaken they are to be re-established in their former condition and enjoy the right of postliminium. 
The acquisition of immovables is not fully consummated till confirmed by a treaty of peace, or by the 
entire submission or destruction of the State to which they belonged. Till then, the sovereign has hopes 
of retaking them, or recovering them by a peace. “Provinces, towns, and lands, which the enemy restores 
py the treaty of peace, are certainly entitled to the right of postliminium.” “The enemy, in giving back 
a town at the peace, renounces the right he had acquired by arms.” “But if that town,” says Vattel, 
“had been ceded to the enemy by a treaty of peace, or was completely fallen into his power by the 
submission of the whole State, she has no longer any claim to the right of postliminium, and the alienation 
of any of her possessions by the conqueror is valid and irreversible; nor can she lay claim to them if, in 
the sequel, some fortunate revolution should liberate her from the yoke of the conqueror” “Its former 
state is absolutely destroyed; all its relations, all its alliances are extinguished.”—(Vattel, b. 3, c. 14, sec. 
912.) ‘Whatever is ceded to the enemy by a treaty of peace is truly and completely alienated. It has 
no longer any claim to the right of postliminium unless the treaty of peace be broken or cancelled.” “It 
might be said, in general, that the right of postliminium no longer exists after the conclusion of the peace. 
That right entirely relates to a state of war.”—(B. 3, c. 14.) 

As the right of postliminium relates to and is founded on a state of war, it has no effect or operation 
except among the belligerents or allies who made a common cause, and are partakers and associates in 
the war.—(Vattel, b. 3, c. 14, sec. 207.) Spain and England were the only parties and privies to the war 
terminated by the capitulation of 1781 and the treaty of 1783. We have no evidence that the British 
claimants were deprived of their lands by conquest; but, even admitting it to be the fact, agreeable to the 
doctrines laid down in Vattel, the jus postliminium could only have been made to operate in their favor 
had Florida at the peace been restored to England, who was the original owner. As those private rights 
were recognized in the articles of capitulation and in the fifth article of the treaty, there is every reason 
to believe that there is no ground upon which this principle could be introduced, as that cannot be restored 
which was never lost by conquest. Further, as the country was ceded to Spain, the enemy and conqueror, 
instead of being restored to England, the original owner and nation to whom it belonged, the right of 
postliminium is taken away, unless the treaty be broken or cancelled. If cancelled or broken, it would be 
good ground of complaint to be brought by England against Spain; but it is a question in which, it is 
believed, the United States could not interfere. They were neither parties nor privies to the war, the 
capitulation, or treaty, and as such can claim no rights, and, consequently, have incurred no obligations 
under them. 

From this view of the subject, it is considered that the principle of the jus postliminium could not 
be made to operate in favor of British subjects, as Florida was ceded away by her instead of being 
restored to her by the treaty of 1783. Had it availed anything, Great Britain would not have provided 
for those claimants in the treaty, or made them remuneration where they failed to dispose of their lands 
agreeably to the stipulations of the treaty. Upon examination it will be found equally evident that the 
United States are under no obligations on this occasion. They were not parties or privies to the war. 
Although Spain was at war with England during the latter part of the American revolution, yet we were 
not allies engaged in a common cause, associates in the same contest. There was no treaty of offensive 
or defensive alliance between them. Conceding this point, however, and it avails nothing; in order that 
the doctrine of jus postliminium should be introduced with effect, we should have been allies of England, 
who lost the country by conquest, and to whom it should have been restored either by reconquest or treaty 
stipulation. American citizens can occupy no better ground than the citizen of Great Britain, and those 
we have seen cannot avail themselves of the right of gus postliminium. 

As the right of postliminium no longer exists after the conclusion of peace, the British claimants 
are precluded from availing themselves of it by the treaty of 1783. This instrument placed these claims 
entirely upon different grounds, recognized them and made provision for their disposition by the subjects 
of Great Britain who were inclined to emigrate. The jus postliminium has no bearing upon the subject; 
but the question is made to turn exclusively upon the construction of the treaty. 

By the articles of capitulation, signed at Pensacola in 1781, by the commanders of the Spanish and 
British forces, it was provided that “the British inhabitants, or those who may have been subjects of the 
King of Great Britain in the said countries, may retire in full security and liberty where they shall think proper, 
and may sell their estates, and remove their effects, as well as their persons, the time limited for their 
emigration being fixed to the space of eighteen months.” This indulgence was incorporated in the treaty 
of 1783, with the additional provision of extending the time if necessary. It is contained in the 5th 
article of the treaty which was ratified September 3, 1783, and is as follows: “ His Catholic Majesty 
agrees that the British inhabitants, or others who have been subjects of the King of Great Britan in the 
said provinces, may retire in full security and liberty where they shall think proper, and may sell their estates, 
and remove their effects, as well as their persons, without being restrained in their emigration under any 
pretence whatever, except on account of debts or criminal prosecutions; the term limited for this emigra- 
tion being fixed to the space of eighteen months, to be computed from the day of the exchange of the 
ratifications of the present treaty; but if, from the value of the possessions of the English proprietors, they 
Should not be able to dispose of them within said term, then his Catholic Majesty shall grant them a 
prolongation proportioned to that end.” In the year 1785, it is said, a prolongation of four additional 

months was given by the King of Spain. 
_ _ Upon the subject of capitulations, Vattel says “the governor of a town, and the general who besieges 
it, have a power to settle the terms of capitulation, and whatever agreement they thus form within the 
term of their commission is obligatory on the state or sovereign who has invested them with the power 
by which they conclude it.”—(B. 2, ¢. 14, s. 207.) It was no doubt upon this principle that the provision of 
the article of capitulation in favor of British claimants was incorporated in the 5th article of the treaty of 
1783, and also for the purpose of consummating the arrangements. This was necessary, as Vattel declares 
that “ immovable possessions, lands, towns, provinces, &c., become the property of the enemy who makes 
himself master of them; but it is only by the treaty of peace, or the entire submission and extinction of 
the State to which these towns and provinces belonged, that the acquisition is completed, and the property 
_ becomes stable and perfect.”—(B. 3, c. 13, s. 197.) 
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In examining the phraseology of the 5th article of the treaty, it appears that all British claimantg 
were entitled to the indulgence; not only “ British inhabitants,” but those “ who may have been subjects 
of the King of Great Britain in the said provinces.” Those who were citizens of the United States at the 
date of the treaty, if they had been subjects of the King of Great Britain in said provinces, were entitled 
to every indulgence in the disposition of their property. If they failed to avail themselves of those pro- 
visions, it is their own neglect, and they cannot but charge themselves with the consequences. The treaty 
is to be construed like any other contract, and if the parties have not complied with the conditions, they 
are compelled to abide the result or submit to the penalty. Their claims occupy precisely the same ground, 
however different may be the character of the claimants. Agreeably to the spirit, at least, of national 
law, Spain was authorized in requiring such a provision as that contained in the 5th article of the treaty, 
“Every State,” says Vattel, “has the liberty of granting or refusing to foreigners the power of possessing 
lands or immovable property within her territory. If the sovereign does not permit aliens to possess 
immovable property, nobody has a right to complain of such a prohibition, for he may have good reason 
for acting in this manner; and, as foreigners cannot claim any right in his territories, they ought not to 
take amiss that he makes use of his power and of his right in the manner which he thinks most for the 
advantage of the State.”—-(B. 2, c. 8,s.114.) The sovereign may also forbid the entrance of his territories 
either to foreigners in general or in particular cases, or to certain persons, or for certain particular pur- 
poses, according as he may think it advantageous to the State.—(B. 2, c. 1, s. 94.) The King of England 
had likewise the power and right to accede to the stipulations in the 5th article of the treaty of 1783; 
“The necessity of making peace authorizes the sovereign to dispose of the property of individuals; and 
the eminent domain gives hima right to do it.”—(Vattel, b. 4, c. 2, s. 12.) In the treaty of 1783, the pro- 
perty of individuals was not ceded away absolutely, but only conditionally, where the claimants failed to 
dispose of it within the limitation. 

If Spain refused to extend the time, as contemplated in the 5th article of the treaty, it was a subject 
of complaint by England against that government. The United States could not interfere in deciding 
such a question, as it would be an infringement of the independence of the original parties concerned.— 
(Vattel, b. 2, c. 4, s. 54; b. 4, ¢. 4, s. 40; Preliminaries, s. 9.) But it was not the fact that England com- 
plained or remonstrated on the occasion. Upon the expiration of the term within which the British claim- 
ants were to return and dispose of their property, that government made compensation to her citizens, 
which was an acknowledgment that she had no complaints or demands against the King of Spain. With 
this fact before them, it would not become the American government to interpose in the contracts of other 
sovereign powers, and declare that either had failed in compliance. 

Most sovereign States have adopted, in some shape or other, the principle contained in the 5th article 
of the treaty, in order to prevent foreigners from owning real property within their limits, and thereby 
obtaining an influence which might be wielded to the injury of the country. It was, no doubt, principally 
from this consideration that the 5th article of the treaty was framed and incorporated in that instrument. 
In effect it required “ the British inhabitants, or others who may have been subjects of the King of Great 
Britain in the said provinces,” either to remain in Florida as citizens of Spain or to dispose of their prop- 
erty within the limitation. From the language of the articles, they appear to have had their election; and 
it is believed that where they failed to avail themselves of the indulgence secured by this provision of 
the treaty, or to obtain the confirmation of the Spanish authorities, which was equivalent to a release, the 
lands were considered vacant, and subject to forfeiture. Similar provisions are contained in the treaty of 
1763 which are found in the proclamation of General Gage, bearing date December 30, 1764, addressed 
to the inhabitants of Illinois and Vincennes, respecting their lands, upon taking possession of their country 
by the troops of his Britannic Majesty. In Sierra’s case, Governor O’Neil declares that the time had 
expired within which British claimants were to return and dispose of their property, and it is under- 
stood that it was regranted whenever applications were made to that effect. The 8th section of the act 
of Congress passed March 30, 1803, making provisions for the disposal of the lands of the United States 
south of the State of Tennessee, and the Ist section of the act passed July 5, 1812, upon the same subject, 
expressly recognize the fact of Spain having regranted lands originally granted by the British authorities 
in West Florida. The board of royal treasury, by a decree dated September 24, 1801, at New Orleans, 
which was founded upon official proceedings instituted to ascertain the buildings and lots in Pensacola to 
which the King of Spain was entitled by conquest, and from absolute relinquishment of the same by pro- 
prietary owners, exposed those houses and lots to sale at public auction. Whenever they were presented, 
after a limited period, they were either confirmed or declared to be forfeited by the Spanish authorities. 
It was the policy of the Spanish government to have their lands settled and cultivated; foreigners were, 
as far as possible, excluded, unless they were Catholics. In their concessions, the petitioner was required 
to take an oath that no foreigner was interested in the land solicited, and that he or she would not convey 
to such at a subsequent period. A difference in religion was not tolerated. Such was the effect of these 
regulations that most of the English removed from Florida, particularly from East Florida, after the 
treaty of 1783. 

These facts combined are conclusive as to the opinion entertained by the Spanish authorities in 
relation to the validity of such claims. Had those now under consideration been brought into controversy 
before the Spanish tribunals anterior to the cession of the country to the United States, there can be no 
hesitation in believing that they would have been declared null and void. The British claimants have not 
attempted to make out a valid title under the Spanish government, nor to show that the Spanish tribunals 
would have considered their claims valid and correct. They are, no doubt, satisfied of their weakness 
upon this ground, and it accounts for those claims being permitted to lie dormant in the hands of the 
proprietors for upwards of forty years. During this period no notice was given of their existence; many 
were unlocated, and none in actual occcupation of the proprietors. The King of England’s proclamation 
bearing date October 7, 1763, by which the governments of East and West Florida are created, vests the 
governors with the power to grant and dispose of lands “to any such person or persons, upon such terms, 
and under such moderate quit-rents, services, and acknowledgments, as have been appointed and settled 
in other colonies, and under such conditions as shall appear to us to be necessary and expedient for the 
advantage of the grantees and the improvement and settlement of our said colonies.” The governors 
were authorized to grant lands to new settlers and to reduced officers of the army and navy in the 
following proportions: To any person having the rank of a field officer, 5,000 acres; to any captain, 
3,000 acres; to any subaltern or staff officer, 2,000 acres; to any non-commissioned officer, 200 acres; to 
any private man, 60 acres. No limits, except that of the advantage of the person and the improvement 
and settlement of the colonies, are imposed upon grants to new settlers; but the proclamation expressly 
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declares that all these grarts are subject to the same conditions of cultivation and improvement. Further, 
no plat is filed in some cases to show that they ever were surveyed, and the warrants, which require 
upon the face of them that they should be located in six months from the time at which they were issued, 
are entirely floating claims. No evidence either has been presented to show that the conditions subse- 
quent upon which the perfect grants were made have ever been fulfilled. This, alone, agreeable to Black- 
stone, renders the claims at least voidable, and may be declared void by the commissioners. Under such 
circumstances we do not believe they would be recognized as possessing any validity under the laws of 
England, the government from whence they emanated. 

Whether the British claims are ipso facto void or only voidable, the United States are entitled to the 
rights and immunities of Spain by a transfer of the sovereignty and domain of Florida, under the treaty 
of February 22, 1819. Admitting that they are only voidable, the United States and their tribunals can 
declare them void, as did the Spanish authorities. If Spain could regrant them and sell them at public 
auction, the United States, as the successor of Spain, are entitled to all the advantages resulting from a 
similar disposition of the property. As Spain, in her practical construction of the treaty, has viewed those 
claims as subject to forfeiture whenever they have not been regranted or confirmed by her legal authorities, 
they must be vacant, and, consequently, belong to the public domain. The doctrine of prescription, as a 
bar to such claims, as well as the plea attributing their want of location and compliance with conditions 
to the peculiar situation of the country, are also superfluous, as it is admitting claims to exist which have 
been forfeited. The Partidas, as cited upon the subject of appeals from the judgments of Spanish tribu- 
nals, is equally far from being in point, as it could only apply between parties and privies within their 
legal jurisdiction. Under no circumstances would this law and the doctrine of prescription avail the 
claimants anything against the government, however effectual they might be in a private controversy. 
Neither can they derive any advantage from a non-compliance with the 5th article of the treaty, unless 
they can also show that they have received a confirmation or conveyance from the Spanish government to 
the land in question. Were the United States to recognize those claims it would be altogether a gratuity, 
an act of munificence, and not one which was the result of legal obligation. Congress are competent to 
make such a grant; but, as a special court of legal jurisdiction, we have no such authority, and can 
exercise no discretion upon the subject. 

In the treaty between Spain and the United States no provision was made for British claimants, but 
only such as emanated from his Catholic Majesty and his lawful authorities; and, by the law organizing 
this board of commissioners, none are to be examined except those claimed and owned, bona fide, by 
American citizens, and for which no compensation has been made by the British government. This has 
been construed by the claimants as a recognition of postliminary rights; but if the law is examined, it 
will be found to be a mistake, as the commissioners are first directed to ascertain whether they are valid 
by the law of nations, how far they were so considered under the Spanish government, and, after this 
inquiry, are made the judges whether they are valid and correct and entitled to confirmation. 

It is believed that the commissioners have no power to declare a forfeiture in those cases where the 
claim exceeds 3,500 acres. Here they are only intended to act as an inquest or court of inquiry, and 
furnish Congress with the facts upon which a forfeiture may be declared. It is their province to ascertain 
what lands belong to individuals, as distinguished from those which have accrued to the United States 
under the treaty. Those arising from forfeiture constitute as perfect a class of rights as those to the 
soil which has never been appropriated to individual uses; they appertain, in all regular gcvernments, to 
the sovereignty and domain, and cannot be separated from them. 

From every view which we have been enabled to give this subject, we are constrained to declare all 
British claims within our jurisdiction, which were not confirmed by Spain or disposed of in conformity 
with the fifth article of the treaty of 1783, forfeited, void, and of none effect. They are not valid by the 
law of nations, and would not be considered valid under the Spanish government. We are, therefore, 
convinced that they are not valid and correct; and, agreeably to the provisions of the law organizing this 
board, they must be rejected. With respect to the British claims, exceeding 3,500 acres, we believe the 
reasons contained in this opinion are altogether applicable, and request that they may be received as our 
report in both cases. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 





SAML. R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





N. 


Seventh. A general abstract and report upon claims, some of which fall within the preceding classes, and others 
of an anomalous character. 


This abstract embraces all the claims which have been examined subsequent to the date of those 
already forwarded to the Secretary of the Treasury. It also includes such cases of an anomalous character 
as have not hitherto been reported in preceding classes. The testimony in relation to a few of them has 
been received after the expiration of our session as fixed by the act of Congress. This was done for the 
purpose of reporting as many cases as practicable, and, if possible, enabling Congress to act upon all the 
claims which we have examined during their present session. 


All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAML. R. OVERTON. 


JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





A general abstract of claims confirmed, rejected, and reported by the undersigned commissioners. 


1. Carlos Barron, present claimant and original grantee, a gratuitous concession, dated December 18, 
1817, for 800 arpents, on Escambia river, issued by Governor Masot, surveyed by Antonio Balderas July 
5 and 6, 1820, and cleared and cultivated from 1818 to 1820. This claim was rejected by mistake in abstract 
G, but upon further examination has been confirmed. 
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2. Celestino Gonzales, present claimant and original grantee, a gratuitous concession, dated December 
20, 1817, for 1,800 arpents, on Escambia river, issued by Governor Masot, surveyed by Pedro Reggio 
December 18 and 19, 1818, and cleared and cultivated from 1818 to 1820. Confirmed as belonging to 
class of claims marked A. 

3. Miguel Hernandez, present claimant and original grantee, a gratuitous concession, dated Septem. 
ber 10, 1817, for 600 arpents, on Escambia river, issued by Governor Masot, surveyed by Antonio Balderag 
May 1i, 1821, and cleared and cultivated from 1818 to 1819. Confirmed as belonging to class of claims 
marked A. 

4, Vicente Sebastian Pintado, present claimant and original grantee, a concession for cutting wood 
and as a remuneration for services as interpreter, dated December 2, 1816, for 2,180 arpents, in Escambia 
county, issued by Governor Maxent, and actually settled before the cession of Florida to the United States, 
Confirmed as belonging to class of claims marked A. 

5. James Gooch present claimant, Gabriel Rivas original grantee, a gratuitous concession, dated 
October 16, 1817, for 400 arpents, on Escambia river, issued by Governor Masot, cleared and cultivated 
in 1818. Confirmed as belonging to class of claims marked A. 

6. Daniel Malloy, who is proved to be twenty-one years of age and: the head of a family, claims 640 
acres, in Escambia county, which he occupied and cultivated from 1818 to 1824, This claim was reported 
in the second class of donation claims marked I, but upon further examination is found to belong to the 
first class marked H, and as such has been confirmed. 

7. Noah Colhoon, who is proved to be twenty-one years of age and the head of a family, claims 640 
acres, in Escambia county, which he occupied and cultivated from 1818 to 1819, Confirmed as belonging 
to first class of donation claims, marked H. 

8. The heirs of Whiters Brinson claim 640 acres in Escambia county. They prove that their ancestor 
was twenty-one years of age and the head of a family, and occupied and cultivated said land from 1816 
to 1819. Confirmed as belonging to first class of donation claims, marked H. 

9. Mariana Bonifay, present claimant and original grantee, a certificate showing that the two arpent 
lots, Nos. 54 and 55, were commuted for three garden lots, and given in exchange by the government, 
issued by Governor Masot, and dated April 30, 1818. Confirmed. 

10. Carlos Lavalle present claimant, Gilberto Guillmard original grantee, a grant for public services 
of lot No. 234, eighty feet front by one hundred and seventy deep, issued by Intendant Morales, dated 
February 26, 1810. Confirmed. 

11. Carlos Barron, present claimant and original grantee, a gratuitous concession for two arpent lots, 
Nos. 20 and 21, dated April 22, 1811, issued by Intendant Morales, surveyed by V. 5. Pintado March 20, 
1811, and built upon and enclosed from 1811 to 1821. Confirmed as belonging to class of claims 
marked D. 

12. Eugenio Antonio Sierra present claimant, James Ross original grantee, a British patent for lot 
No. 169, dated October 29, 1765, issued by George Johnstone, esq., surveyed by Elias Durnford July 11, 
1765, and built upon and enclosed from 1780 to 1825, Confirmed as belonging to class of claims 
marked D. 

13. Eugenio Antonio Sierra present claimant, Samuel Tucker original grantee, a British patent for 
lot No. 204, dated September 18, 1766, issued by George Johnstone, esq., surveyed by Elias Durnford 
August 26, 1766, and built upon and enclosed from 1780 to 1825. Confirmed as belonging to class of 
claims marked D. 

14. Marcos Devilliers claims a double lot No. 245, a part of which he purchased at auction August 
20, 1804, surveyed by V. S. Pintado November 14, 1810; the other part he obtained as a gratuitous con- 
cession July 19, 1816; issued by Governor Zuniga, surveyed by Antonio Balderas August 16, 1820, and 
built upon and enclosed from 1814 to 1824. Confirmed. 

15. Francisco Colein, present claimant and original grantee, a concession of lot E as a remuneration 
for loss of cattle, dated November 24, 1817, with a title in form dated November 28, 1817, issued by 
Governor Masot. This lot was reserved upon the new plan of the city, as laid out by the cabildo, for a 
market-house. The testimony in this case proves the claim to be antedated and fraudulent. 

16. Eugenio Lavalle, present claimant and original grantee, a concession of lot L as a remuneration 
for services rendered as head armorer, dated November 22, 1817, issued by Governor Masot, surveyed by 
Antonio Balderas June 30, 1821. The testimony in this case proves the claim to be antedated and 
fraudulent. 

17. John B. Gazenave, present claimant and original grantee, a concession of lot J and a lot on the 
square of Ferdinand Seventh, adjoining that of Manuel Gonzales, seventy feet front and extending to the 
bay, as a remuneration for damages sustained in preserving the public ordnance, &c., in one of his houses, 
dated August 16, 1817, issued by Governor Masot, surveyed by Antonio Balderas May 24, 1821. Lot J 
was reserved upon the new plan of the city for building barracks. The testimony in this case proves the 
claim to be antedated and fraudulent. 

18. John B. Cazenave, present claimant and original grantee, a concession for a lot without number, 
extending from the Tivoli lot, marked H, 500 feet into the bay, for the purpose of building a wharf, 
dated October 5, 1817, issued by Governor Masot. The condition of building a wharf was never 
fulfilled. 

19. Joseph Cevallos, present claimant and original grantee, a concession of lot I for public services, 
dated January 12, 1818, issued by Governor Masot. This lot was reserved on the new plan of the cabildo 
for an hospital. From an examination of the concession, it has been antedated and is believed to be 
fraudulent. 

20. Joseph Gomes, present claimant and orignal grantee, a gratuitous concession for 800 arpents, in 
Escambia county, dated December 4, 1818, issued by Governor Masot. Rejected for a non-compliance 
with conditions, as belonging to class of claims marked G. 

21. Francisco Rocheblave, present claimant and original grantee, a gratuitous concession for 800 
arpents, on the bay of Escambia, dated November 25, 1817, issued by Governor Masot. Rejected for 
non-compliance with conditions, and a belief that it is antedated and fraudulent, as belonging to class of 
claims marked G, 

22. The trustees of the parish church of St. Michael claim a church and the ground on which it 
stands, measuring 101 feet in length and thirty-eight feet in width, marked (d) in the new plan of the 
cabildo. The claim is founded on prescription; the trustees proving that it was consecrated as a church 
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May 8, 1781, and has been occupied as such ever since with the acquiescence of the public authorities. 
We therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. 
All which is respectfully submitted by the undersigned commissioners. 
SAMUEL R. OVERTON. 
JOSEPH M. WHITE. 





Sr. Aveustine, January 1, 1825. 


Sim: The undersigned commissioners, appointed to ascertain titles and claims to lands in East Florida, 
beg leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Congress of the United States, that they have found 
it utterly impossible to complete the duties assigned them by the act of February 27, 1824, in the time 
limited by that act. 

The inability of our secretary to translate and record the voluminous documents filed in support of 
titles to lands within the period limited has been before represented to the proper department. It will 
be seen by the enclosed statement what his labors have been since his appointment, and how necessary it 
is that the commissioners should be authorized to employ assistant translators and clerks should Congress 
think proper to extend the time for ascertaining claims, &c., in East Florida. 

It may not here be improper to remark, that in not more than one-quarter of the claims are the 
original grantees the present owners. In a very large number of cases the property has been conveyed 
two, three, and four times. These conveyances as well as the original grants were always made in the 
Spanish language previous to the cession of 1821. 

The office abstracts, which we are authorized to receive by the last act of Congress, facilitate but 
very little the proceedings of the board. They are necessarily made in the Spanish language, and conse- 
quently have to be translated. The concessious made in virtue of the royal order of 1790 being upon 
conditions, much time has been consumed and much labor bestowed in collecting and arranging the tes- 
timony to prove the conditions performed; witnesses have been frequently compelled to travel 50 and 100 
miles. The mass of testimony collected in the cases upon which we have already decided is so great that 
we cannot possibly have it copied to send on with the list of the cases herewith presented. Our secretary 
has not been able to attend to the recording of the claims decided upon. A clerk has, however, been 
employed upwards of three months, and with the utmost industry he has not recorded more than thirty- 
four claims. They average twenty-one pages each, of seventy-two words. He has likewise rendered this 
board other services which could not be dispensed with, and for which he has not received any compen- 
sation. 

It will be seen by reference to the descriptive lists of the claims herewith forwarded, that in many 
instances the surveys have been made long after the date of the grants. This has been owing, in some 
cases, to the unsettled state of the country previous to the cession; the Indians have sometimes interfered 
to prevent surveys; and, indeed, within the last season, attempts have been made by them to obstruct the 
surveying of lands within eighty miles of St. Augustine. A course has been pursued by some of the 
claimants calculated, if submitted to, to injure the United States; and we think proper to point it out to 
Congress in order that such instructions may be given to the surveyor general as may prevent such a 
result. To obtain grants of land, the practice under the Spanish government was, for the applicant to set HW 
forth in a memorial to the governor his wants, and asking for lands corresponding to the number of his 
family at some particular place described in his memorial. To these applications the usual reply of the 
governor was, “let the lands asked for be granted without injury to a third person.” If the grantee, 
upon examination, did not take the lands granted, he again by memorial applied for a change of location, 
and in many instances leave has been given. Recently, say since 1818, persons to whom lands were granted 
previous to that time at places designated in their memorials have, without any application for leave to 
do so, changed their locations, and had lands surveyed at one hundred miles distant from the spots asked 
for and granted them. This course does not appear to have been sanctioned by the government; and, 
indeed, it seems so contrary to the interests and policy of the Spanish government that we cannot for a 
moment believe that such a course would have been allowed or tolerated. In confirming the claims, or in 
recommending them for confirmation, the commissioners have looked only to the grants. The surveys, 
where they do not correspond with the grants, should not, in our opinion, be at all attended to, but that 
the surveyor general should be instructed to survey the lands claimed at the places pointed out in the 
memorials and grants. 

The commissioners have declined making a report upon a number of large grants under the royal 
order of 1815, and which have been submitted for adjudication. It is believed that testimony may be ina 
short time procured which will have an important bearing upon the grants made in virtue of that order; 
and as a very large proportion of the lands claimed in the territory have been granted under it, we have 
considered it important to delay making at this time a final report of them. This delay will not operate 
to the prejudice of the claimants, as, from the want of sufticient clerks, the testimony and records neces- 
sary to be submitted to Congress cannot be prepared in time for that body to decide at its present session 
upon the validity of their titles. 

In an edict of his Catholic Majesty, dated Madrid, June, 8, 1814, it is ordered that, in the distribution 
of lands, “the intendants, &c., shall adhere to the laws of the Indies, and particularly to the royal instruction 
of October 15, 1754.” We have not been able to procure the latter document, and we suggest the pro- 
priety of applying through our minister at Madrid for a copy of it. 

We have inquired of the secretary, and find that the bare sum of twelve dollars and sixty-four cents 
has been received on account of the recording fees under the former act of Congress, and that the board 
have never received any sum whatever to apply towards lessening the expenses of the commission. We 
have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

DAVIS FLOYD. 


GEO. MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 
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Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington City. 
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CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 





SECOND SESSION.—1824. 
No. 1.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
John F. Brown vs. The United States. Claim to fifty-one acres of land. . 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John F. Brown showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of fifty-one acres, situated on the north side of St. John’s river, and known by the name of Dame’s Point, 
comprised in two islands divided by a neck of land and marsh in front of said river, bounded on the east 
by St. John’s river, on the south by St. John’s river, and on the north by a line running north 80° west, 123 
chains, and on the west by a line running north 20 chains, and by a marsh, agreeable to a plat herewith 
exhibited, and marked F; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Josiah Gray, dated 
February 16, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who sold the 
same to George Fleming, as per deed marked D, and dated March 8, 1819, and sold by George Fleming to 
your memorialist as per deed marked E, dated. November 22, 1820, herewith exhibited. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, in actual possession of said 
lands; that he is a citizen of the Territory of Florida and resident of the said lands. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN F. BROWN. 


[Translation. ] 


To his excellency the governor: 


Don Joseph Gray, inhabitant of this province, established in Fernandina, to your excellency respectfully 
showeth: That he is desirous of establishing himself in the cultivation of lands and the cutting of timber 
on the banks of the river St. John’s, with his slaves, for which purpose he hopes your excellency will be 
pleased to attend to his request by granting him, on the terms you may think proper, and to a subject 
who in said town was enrolled in the militia and performed the daily duty during the threatened assault 
which it suffered since the last evacuation thereof by the United States, four hundred acres of land in the 
following places: One hundred acres of land in the place called Dame’s Point, St. John’s; one hundred in 
that known as James Richards’, Clapboard creek; and the remaining two hundred in the place called 
Newcomb’s creek, Wm. Christopher, which places are vacant; and assures your excellency that, should you 
be pleased to grant him the same, he will cultivate and improve it. In virtue of which he prays your 
excellency will be pleased to grant him said lands to remove thereon immediately with his family, consisting 
of himself, his wife and daughter, and six slaves, being a favor for which he will be grateful. Florida, 


January 9, 1816. 
JOSIAH GRAY. 


Sr. Aucustine, January 9, 1816. 


Let the civil and military commandant of Amelia island report relative to the particulars to which 
the interested refers, and also of the slaves which he possesses, and their ages, that, according to which, I 
may order what may be most convenient. 
COPPINGER. 


To his excellency the governor : 


The interested in this memorial has proved that he has six slaves, and the family which he cites, being 
of very industrious habits, without vice, as it has been in my power to observe for more than seven months 
that I have been commanding in this town. As to what respects his services and fidelity, the certificate 
of the captain and lieutenant proves it; for which reason I am of opinion that your excellency may be 
pleased to grant him the land to which he is entitled, as he pledges to be a useful inhabitant of this 
province. Notwithstanding all of which, your excellency will be pleased to determine what you may 
think most convenient. Fernandina, February 9, 1816. 

BENITO DE PANGUA. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 16, 1816. 


In consequence of what appears by his Majesty’s royal order of March 29, 1815, relative to the 
quantity of land to be distributed to those who have served in the militia during the insurrection of the 
province, there appertains to Don Joseph Gray, his wife, and six slaves which he owns, two hundred and 
fifty acres, according to the rules which are observed for this purpose; in virtue of which, let him be 
informed that he put in continuation and point out the place that suits him, and a minute description of 
its boundaries, that, with this knowledge, the title of property can be given him from the notary’s office, 
without any other requisite, and without injury to a third. 

COPPINGER. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


(Translation. ] 


To his excellency the governor : 


Don Josiah Gray, a resident and inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: 
That, for the ends that may be advantageous to him, he requires that, by the notary of government, there 
be given to him in continuatién a certified copy of the plat and certificate made by the surveyor, Don 
_ George Clarke, of the land which this government granted to the memorialist at a place known as Dame’s 
Point, on the north side of the river St. John’s; which plat is on file in the archives of the said notary. 
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He therefore prays that your excellency will be pleased to order that his request be attended to, being 
ready to pay the customary fees, which gift he hopes to obtain from the justice of your excellency. §¢, 


Augustine, March 8, 1819. 
JOSIAH GRAY, 


Sr. Aveustine, March 8, 1819. 


Agreeably to his request. 
oo . COPPINGER, 


Before me: Juan pe Entratco, Notary of Government. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month, and year, I notified the preceding to Don Josiah L. Gray, 
I attest: ENTRALGO. 


CERTIFICATE, 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the government of the same city and its provinces: I certify that I have measured and laid 
off for Don Josiah Gray fifty-one acres of land in the place known by the name of Dame’s Point, on the 
north side of the river St. John’s, being part of a large quantity granted him February 16, 1816, and 
conformable in all its parts to the following plat, a copy of which remains in the book of surveys under 


my charge. Fernandina, May 6, 1816. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 








I 
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Conformable to its original, copied in my presence by Don Andrew Burgevin, an intelligent person; 
and as respects the figure of the plat and the rest contained therein, as literally taken from the original, 
which remains in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and in compliance with what is ordered 
on the preceding decree, I seal and sign the present copy in St. Augustine, Florida, March 8, 1819. 

[L. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a conveyance of the 51 acres by Josias Gray to George Fleming, dated March 8, 1819; 
also, a conveyance from George Fleming of the said 51 acres to John Flagg Brown, (the claimant,) dated 
November 22, 1820.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818; that the grantee, 
after the above date, located the fifty-one acres at the place set out in his memorial; that he conveyed 
the same by deed to George Fleming, who conveyed the same by deed to claimant. In consideration 
whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. April 17, 1824. 


No. 2.—Rerort No. 1.—1824. 
John F. Brown vs. The United States. Claim to ninety-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John F. Brown respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
Jand consisting of ninety-five acres, situated in a place called Clapboard creek, on the north side of the 
river St. John’s, consisting of a small island called Pilot’s, and pine barren near it separated from said 
island, bounded by Big and Little Clapboard creeks, on all other sides by marsh and pine barren; first 
line runs north, twenty-five chains; the second line runs west, fifteen chains; the third Tine runs south fifty 
degrees west, twenty-five chains; the fourth line runs south seventy-six degrees east, thirty-six chains, 
agreeable to a plat herewith exhibited of the same, and marked C; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to Josiah Gray, dated February 16, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the 
royal order of March 29, 1815, who sold the same to George Fleming, as per deed marked A, dated March 












































1825.] CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 263 


oo 


8, 1819, and sold by George Fleming to your memorialist, as per deed marked B, and dated November 22, 
1820, herewith exhibited. And your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, 
and now is, in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the Territory of Florida, and resident 
on the said lands. All which is respectfully submitted. 





JOHN F. BROWN. 


[Translation ] 


To his excellency the governor : 

Don Joseph Gray, an inhabitant of this province, established in Fernandina, to your excellency 
respectfully showeth: That he is desirous of establishing himself in the cultivation of lands and the cutting 
of timber on the banks of the river St. John’s, with his slaves, for which purpose he hopes your excellency 
will be pleased to attend to his request, by granting him, on the terms you may think proper, and to a 
subject who in said town was enrolled in the militia, and performed the daily duty during the threatened 
assault which it suffered since the last invasion thereof by the United States, four hundred acres in the 
following places: One hundred acres in the place called Dame’s Point, St. John’s; one hundred acres in 
that known as James Richards’, Clapboard creek; and the remaining two hundred in the place called 
Newcomb’s creek, Wm. Christopher, which places are vacant; and assures your excellency that, shouldgyou 
be pleased to grant him the same, he will cultivate and improve it; in virtue of which he prays thatjyour 
excellency will be pleased to grant him the same. He will cultivate and improve it, in virtue of which he 
prays that your excellency will be pleased to grant him said lands, to remove thereon immediately with 
his family, consisting of himself, his wife, one daughter, and six slaves, being a favor for which he will 
ever be grateful. Florida, January 9, 1816. 

JOSIAH GRAY. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 9, 1816. 


Let the civil and military commandant of Amelia island report relative to the particulars to which 
the interested refers, and also of the slaves which he possesses, and their ages, that, according to which, 
I may order what may be most convenient. 

COPPINGER. 


To his excellency the governor : 


The interested in this memorial has proved that he has six slaves, and that the family which he cites 
being of very industrious habits, without vices, as it has been in my power to observe for more than seven 
months that I have been commanding in this town. As to what respects his services and fidelity, the 
certificate of the captain and lieutenant proves it, for which reason I am of opinion that your excellency 
may be pleased to grant him the land to which he is entitled, as he pledges himself to be a useful 
inhabitant of this province. Notwithstanding all which, your excellency will be pleased to determine 
what you may think most convenient. Fernandina, February 9, 1816. 

BENITO DE PANGUDA. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 16, 1816. 

In consequence of what appears by his Majesty’s royal order of March 29, 1815, relative to the quan- 
tity of land to be distributed to those who have served in the militia during the insurrection of the 
province, there appertains to Joseph Gray, his wife, and six slaves which he owns, two hundred and fifty 
acres, according to the rules which are observed for this purpose. In virtue of which, let him be informed 
that he put in continuation and point out the place that suits him, and a minute description of its bound- 
aries, that with this knowledge the title of property can be given him from the notary’s office without any 
other requisite, and without injury to a third. 

COPPINGER. 


Before me: JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. ] 
To his excellency the governor : 


Don Josiah Gray, an inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: That, for 
the ends that may be advantageous to him, he requires that, by the notary of government, there be given 
him in continuation a certified copy of the plat and certificate made by the surveyor, Don George Clarke, 
of the land which this government granted to the memorialist in the small island called Tilot’s island, 
and thé pine barren adjacent to the same, both places situated on the creek called Clapboard creek, on 
the north side of the river St. John’s; which plat is on file in the archives of the said notary. He therefore 
prays that your excellency will be pleased to order that this request be attended to, being ready to pay the 
customary fees. Which gift he hopes to obtain from the justice of your excellency. St. Augustine, 


Florida, March 8, 1819. 
JOSIAH L. GRAY. 


Sr. Aveustine, March 8, 1819. 
Agreeably to his request. COPPINGER. 


Before me: Juan pe Entraico, Notary of Government. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month, and year, I notified the preceding decree to Don Josiah L. 
Gray. I attest: . ENTRALGO. 


CERTIFICATE. 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
. 2ppointed by the government of the same city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off 
for Don Josiah Gray ninety-five acres of land on a small island, and on the pine barren adjacent to the 
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same, both places situated on a creek named Clapboard creek, on the north side of the river St. John’s 
being part of a larger quantity granted him by the government February 16, 1816, and conformable in al] 
its parts to the following plat, a copy of which remains in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernan- 


GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


dina, May 8, 1816. 
















Pine 
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Conformable to its original, copied in my presence by Don Andrew Burgevin, an intelligent person: 
and as respects the figure of the plat, and the rest contained therein, are literally taken from the original 
which remains in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and, in compliance with what is ordered 
in the preceding decree, I seal and sign the present copy in St. Augustine, Florida, March 8, 1819. 

[L. s.] JOHN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 


F, J. FATIO, S. B. L.C. 


[Here follows a conveyance from Josiah L. Gray to George Fleming, dated March 8, 1819, for the 
ninety-five acres of land; also a conveyance from Fleming to John Flagg Brown, the claimant, dated 
November 22, 1820.] 


John F. Brown vs. The United States. Claim to ninety-five and fifty-one acres. 


MEMORIAL. 


Francis J. Fatio, being duly sworn, says that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, the signature 
of Juan de Entralgo, who was notary in this city in the year 1816, and whose name appears to the docu- 
ments in the above cases, are in his handwriting. 

F. J. FATIO. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


The board ascertains this to be a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818; that tle grantee, 
after the above date, located the ninety-five acres at the place set out in his memorial; that he conveyed 
the same by deed to George Fleming, who conveyed the same by deed to claimant. In consideration 
whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. April 17, 1824. 


No. 3.—Reporr No, 1.—1824. 
Mariano A. Berta vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and eighty-six acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Mariano A. Berta respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of or supposed to consist of one hundred and eighty-six acres, situated in the county of 
St. John’s, on Cartel Point neck, bounded on the north by lands granted to Pachiti. The first line begins at 
a stake, and running south 83° west, 55 chains, bounded on the east by Guana creek, on the west by the 
North river, and on the south by latids of John Andrew. Your memorialist is not able to set forth the other 
lines, the said tract having never been properly surveyed. Which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to Andrew Pacety, deceased, by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, on Octo- 
ber 26, 1815, whose widow sold the same to your memorialist June 20, 1822. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that his name is Mariano A. Berta; that he is a 


citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 
For MARIANO A. BERTA, 


G. W. PERPALL. 
[Translation. } 
Title of property. 
Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, commandant of the third 
battalion of Cuba, civil and military governor pro tempore, and chief of the royal finance of this city 
of St. Augustine, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
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of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be surveyed for 
them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don Andres Pacety, of this city, 
having presented himself, he solicited of and there were granted him by the government, under date of 
October 10, 1804, two hundred acres of land on the banks of the North river, as appears by the certificate 
iven by the government secretary’s office of the same date, which is attached to the proceedings 
instituted by the interested, praying there should be granted him the corresponding title of the land 
above mentioned; which is bounded on the south by lands of John Andrew, and on the north with those 
formerly belonging to Don Manuel Fernandez Benticks, as also appears by said certificate; and as no title 
whatever had been given him for the security and evidence of his right to said land in the form it has 
been given to others; that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have elapsed to obtain said 
lands in fee simple and absolute property; that he has built houses thereon, cultivated the same, and 
finally performed all and singular the conditions established by the government for the gifts and conces- 
sions of this nature, as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set forth in the same proceeding: 
Wherefore, and in consideration of all which, I have granted, and by these presents I do grant, in the 
name of his Majesty, to Don Andres Pacety the two hundred acres of land in absolute property, for him- 
self, his heirs, and his successors; and in granting, as by these presents I do grant, him the corresponding 
title by which I separate it for the royal domain; from the right and dominion it held in said lands; and I 
cede and transfer it to the said Don Andres Pacety, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, 
they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with 
all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, 
or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, 
transfer, and alienate it at their will and pleasure. To all of which I interpose my authority as far as 
possible, and according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 
Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and 
royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, October 16, 1815. ; 
' JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 
By order of his excellency: : 
Juan DE Enrrarco, Notary of Government and Royal Finance. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used. St. Augustine, Florida, October 16, 1815. 

[u. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc., &c. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a conveyance by the widow of Andres Pacety, deceased, to claimant, dated June 13, 
1822. ] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


The claimant produced to the board in support of his claim a title of absolute property made by 
Governor Estrada'to Andres Pacety, dated October 16, 1815, and a conveyance from the widow of the 
said Pacety to claimant for the land in question. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him 
and his heirs. April 20, 1824. 


No. 4.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
George Atkinson vs. The United Slates. Claim to three hundred and fifty acres of land. « 


MEMORIAL. 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Atkinson, by George Gibbs, his attorney, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on the east 
side of the river St. John’s, known by the name of Colonel Castle, bounded on the north by the lands of 
Francisco Richard, on the south by lands of Francisco Richard, on the east by a line running north 20° 
west, 75 chains, and on the west by St. John’s river, agreeable to a plat herewith exhibited of the same, 
and marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to William Hart by Governor 
Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who sold the same by his attorney Don Tomas 
de Aguilar, as per power of attorney, marked B, to George Atkinson, as per deed marked C, herewith 
exhibited. And your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, in 
actual possession of said land; that he is a citizen of the State of Georgia, and resident of the city of 
Darien. All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE ATKINSON. 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


(Translation. | 
Title of property in favor of William Hart of the plantation called Colonel Castle. 


Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the army, commandant of the third battalion of 
the. ee — foe , 
Cuba, which garrisons this city, and civil and military governor pro tempore of the same and its 
province: 

Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government by the captain general of the Island of 

Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, of their free will 

’ . ’ 5 o 1 . i S, . . ? 
present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be laid off for them gratis, in 
proportion to the laborers each family may have; that William Hart having presented himself as one of 
them, there were granted him by this government, under date of November 28, 1801, the plantation called 

Colonel Castle, containing ten caballerias and seventeen acres of land, situated on the river St. John’s, of 

this said province; which plantation, on account of: its first owner, John George Knowles, havin 

5 ’ ’ cites ae je 
abandoned it, the same was granted to Joseph Pons, December 16, 1795, and in consequence it was 
exchanged by this person with the above-mentioned Hart; the dimensions and boundaries of which are as 
? 
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follows: The first line runs north 70° east, commencing at a laurel marked with a cross, on the banks of 
the river St. John’s, and ends ata pine with the same mark, bounding the lands of Don William Jones 
measuring 60 chains; the second line runs north 20° west, beginning at the said pine, and ends at a stake 
with the same mark, on the banks of the said river, as appears by the certificate given by Captain Don 
Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for the distribution and survey of lands, dated January 24, 1792, and 
its corresponding plat, attested by Don Samuel Eastlake, who was surveyor in said measurement; which 
certificate, as well as the two already named in favor of Pons and Hart, are attached to the proceedings 
instituted by the last, through his attorney Don Tomas de Aguilar, praying there should be granted him 
the corresponding title of the said land, which he has measured and laid off, and of which he is in posses. 
sion; and as no title whatever had been given him for the security and evidence of his right to the said 
land in the form it has been given to others; that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession 
have elapsed to obtain said lands in fee simple and absolute property; that he has built houses thereon 
and cultivated the same, and finally performed all and singular the conditions established by the govern. 
ment for the gifts and concessions of this nature, as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and ig 
set forth in the same proceedings: Wherefore, and in consideration of all of which, I have granted, 
and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty and his royal justice, which I administer, 
to the said William Hart, and those who may succeed him, the above-mentioned ten caballerias and 
seventeen acres of land which the said plantation contains, in absolute property; and in granting, ag 
by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, 
from the right and dominion it held in said land; and I cede and transfer it to the said William Hart, and 
to those who may succeed him, that, in consequence thereof, they may posses it as their own, make use of 
and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and 
appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain 
thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer and alienate it at their will and pleasure, 
To all of which I interpose my authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the 
sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of his Majesty, of government 
and royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, October 4, 1801. ; 

JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 
By order of his excellency: 
Josk Zusizaretta, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation of a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Here follows a general power of attorney from William Hart to Don Tomas de Aguilar, dated April 
9, 1808; also, a conveyance from Aguilar, as attorney aforesaid, to claimant, dated October 17, 1811.] 


[Translation. ] 


To his excellency the governor: 

Don George Atkinson, an inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: That 
he requires that the land which he purchased of William Hart, on the river St. John’s, be laid off, to 
prevent disputes with his neighbors adjoining; he therefore prays that your excellency will be pleased to 
permit the surveyor, Don George Clarke, to go on said land for the laying off the same, which favor he 
hopes to receive from your excellency. St. Augustine, Florida, December 3, 1811. 


As attorney for the interested: 

TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 

Agreeably to his request. 

a ESTRADA. 
(Translation. ] 

Don George Clarke, lieutenant of local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, appointed 
by the government of the said city and province: I certify that, in compliance with the superior order of 
his excellency, I have measured and laid off for Don George Atkinson, merchant, of this province, three 
hundred and fifty acres of land, situated on the east bank of the river St. John’s, and place known by the 


name of St. Elizabeth’s Battery, which land is according to the following in its figure and measurement, 


and its copy kept in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, February 25, 1812. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


3d. N. 85° W., 58 chains. Stake. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation of a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced in evidence a title of absolute property from Governor Estrada to William 
Hart, dated October 4, 1811. Also, a power of attorney from said Hart to Don Tomas de Aguilar, dated 
April 9, 1808, and a conveyance from Aguilar, as attorney for grantee, to claimant, dated October 11, 
1811; all which being satisfactory to the board, they, in consideration thereof, confirm to the claimant 
and his heirs the 350 acres of land. April 20, 1824. 


No. 5.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Isaac Hendricks vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Isaac Hendricks respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of 350 acres, situated on the north side of the river St. John’s, two miles above Jackson- 
ville; bounded south and east by McCoy’s creek, Hogans’ lands; northwest by public lands; bounded 
according to the plat of the survey marked A, which is herewith presented. Which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal grant made by Governor Coppinger in 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. 
Your memorialist further states that he is in possession of said lands, and was so at the time of the cession; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. All of which is 


respectfully submitted. 
5 A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[ Translation. ] 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, land should be laid off for them 
gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Isaac Hendricks presented himself as one 
of them; he solicited of the government, and there were granted him, in the month of February, 1804, 
three hundred and fifty acres of land on the north side of the river St. John’s, at a place called McCoy’s 
creek, as is seen by the proceedings instituted by the said Hendricks; that there should be given him 
the corresponding title of property to said lands on file in the government notary’s office; and as no title 
whatever had been given the said Hendricks for the security and evidence of his right to the said land 
in the form it has been executed to others; that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have 
elapsed to obtain said lands in fee simple and absolute property, built houses thereon, cultivated them, 
and performed all the conditions established by the government for the gifts and concessions of this nature, 
as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set forth in the same proceedings: Wherefore, and 
in consideration thereof, I have granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to 
the aforesaid Isaac Hendricks, his heirs and successors, the said three hundred and fifty acres of land in 
absolute property; and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by 
which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held in said lands; and I cede and 
transfer it to the said Isaac Hendricks, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may 
possess as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, 
outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any 
manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their wish, they may sell, cede, transfer, and 
alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my judicial authority as far as possible, and 
according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, September 28, 1816. ; 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entrateo, Notary of Government and Royal Finance. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the request 
of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being used. 
St. Augustine, Florida, September 28, 1816. 

[L. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation of a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general 
appointed by the government of the said city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off 
for Isaac Hendricks three hundred and fifty acres of land in the place called McCoy’s creek, emptying 
into the river St. John’s, which land was granted him by the government, with a title of absolute property, 
September 28, 1816, and is conformable to the following plat and its copy in the book of surveys under 
my charge. Fernandina, Amelia island, February 14, 1817. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and currect translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant establishes his claim by producing to the board a title of absolute property for the land 
in question from Governor Coppinger to him, dated September 28, 1816; also a certified plat of survey 
for the same. Wherefore, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. April 22, 1824. 


No. 6.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Nathaniel Wilds vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and thirty-three and one-third acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Nathaniel Wilds respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred and thirty-three and one-third acres on the river St. Mary’s, one mile 
below the junction, and known by the name of Reuben’s Plantation, bounded north by St. Mary’s river, 
south by vacant lands, east by lands of your memorialist, and west by vacant lands, which title your 
memorialist derives by a royal grant made to Reuben Hogan May 26, 1815, in a survey made April 13, 
1790, by virtue of the royal order of 1790; all of which will be seen by the royal grant, which is herewith 
presented, together with the conveyance of Reuben Hogan to your memorialist. Your memorialist further 
states that he is in actual possession of said land, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen 


of the United States and a resident of the Territory of Florida. All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. BELLAMY, Claimants Attorney. 


[Translation. | 
Title of property. 


Don Sebastain Kindelan y Oregan, knight of the order of St. James, brigadier of the royal armies, military 
governor and political chief, and of the royal finance, of this city of St. Augustine, Fiorida, and its 
province: 

Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that, to those foreigners who, 
of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be laid off for 
them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Reuben Hogans having presented 
himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were delivered, measured and delivered 
him, thirteen caballerias and seventeen acres of land in the plantation called Reuben, being the complement 
of those he is entitled to according to the number of his family, which he declared on oath, which land is 
known and distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: The first line runs south 20° 
west, begins at a stake marked with a cross, on the banks of the river St. Mary’s, and ends at a pine with 
the same mark, and measures 67 chains; the second runs north 70° west, 68 chains, commences at said 
pine and ends at another with the same mark; the third runs north 20° east, commences at said pine 
and ends at a stake with the same mark of a cross, on the banks of the river St. Mary’s, measuring 67 
chains, its front running along the banks of said river, as appears from the certificate given by Captain 
Don Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for said partition and measurement of lands, dated April 13, 1792, 
and its corresponding plat, signed by Don Samuel Eastlake, who was surveyor at said measurement; 
and as no title whatever had been given him for the security and evidence of his right to the said land in 
the form it has been executed to others; that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have 
elapsed to obtain said lands in fee simple and absolute property, built houses thereon, cultivated them, 
and finally performed all and singular the conditions established by the government for gifts and con- 
cessions of this nature, as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set forth in the proceedings 
instituted by the interested, praying there should be given him the corresponding one to said lands, which 
he has already measured and laid off, and is in actual possession of the same: Wherefore, and in con- 
sideration thereof, with the previous opinion of the military judge, (auditor de guerra,) I have granted, 
and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said Reuben Hogans, the above-men- 
tioned thirteen caballerias and seventeen acres of land which said plantation contains, in absolute property, 
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a canines 
for himself, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use 
of and enjoy it, free from all encumbrance whatever, With all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, 
and appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or 
pertain thereto; and, it being their wish, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit 
them. To all of which I interpose my authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance 
with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and 
royal finance, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, May 26, 1815. 





SEBASTIAN KINDELAN. 
By order of his excellency: 
Juan De Entratco, Notary pro tem. of Government and Royal Finance. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used. St. Augustine, Florida, May 26, 1815. ' 

[L. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc., dc. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Here follows a conveyance from Reuben Hogans to claimant, dated December 26, 1822.] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this grant to be a valid one previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant producing 
the title of absolute property from Governor Kindelan to Reuben Hogans, dated May 26, 1815, and a 
conveyance from Hogans to claimant. Whereupon we confirm the land in question to claimant and his 
heirs. April 22, 1824. 


No. 7.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Hart vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The memorial of William Hart respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred acres, situate on San Pablo, bounded north by vacant lands, south by 
vacant lands, east by Pablo road, and west by Pablo swamp, which will be seen by the plat, marked D, 
which is herewith presented; which title your memorialist derived from a decree of Governor Coppinger, 
June 19, 1816, in a petition of your memorialist, which is herewith presented, by virtue of the royal order 
of 1791. Your memorialist further states that he is in possession of said land, and was at the time of the 
cession; that he is a citizen of the United States, and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation. } 
MEMORIAL. 


To his excellency the governor: 


William Hart, an inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: That he 
intends dedicating himself to the raising of stock, for which purpose he has obtained a small number of 
various kinds; and, having found on the plains of St. Pablo a piece of vacant pine barren, containing 
about two hundred acres, as your memorialist has not been granted, until the present, any land whatever, 
he therefore prays that your excellency will be pleased to grant him the two hundred acres set forth, for 
the purpose of establishing himself on said land, with his wife and two children under the age of eight 
years; a gift which he hopes to merit from the justice of your excellency. St. Augustine, Florida, June 


17, 1816, 
WM. HART. 
DECREE, 


Sr. Aucusting, Froripa, June 19, 1816. 


Grant to the memorialist the two hundred acres of land which he solicits without injury to a third. 
COPPINGER. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of infantry of the army and secretary of government of this city and 
province: I certify that the foregoing copy is truly taken from the original on file in the office under my 
charge; and, in virtue of what is ordered, I give the present in St. Augustine, Florida, June 19, 1816. 

THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, surveyor of this province: I certify that the following plat represents two 
hundred acres of land granted to Don William Hart, on St. Diego, bounded on the one part by the road to 
St. Pablo, and in all other parts conformable to said plat. In witness thereof, I give the present, which 

I sign ia St. Augustine, Florida, August 1, 1819. 


ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced in evidence a grant to him by Governor Coppinger without condition, dated 
June 19, 1816; also, a certified plat of survey of the land. The board deem this to be satisfactory, and, 
in consideration thereof, confirm the land in question to claimant and his heirs. April 23, 1824. 


No. 8.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Mary Smith vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain clams and titles to land in East Florida: 


The petition of Mary Smith (late Mary Tharp) showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on the creek called Chica. The first line runs 
south 55° west, 43 chains; the second line runs south 42° east, commencing at a stake marked with a cross 
at the edge of said creek, 40 chains; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant made to your 
memorialist February 25, 1809, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790. And 
your memorialist further showeth that she is in actual possession of said lands; that she is a citizen of the 
United States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, September 12, 1823. 

CLARKE, Attorney for Mary Smith. 


Title in favor of Donna Maria Tharp of the plantation called Saw-pit Bluff. 
[Translation. ] 


Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor of this city of St. Augustine 
and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, land should be laid off for 
them gratis in proportion to the number of laborers each family may have; that Don John Tharp having 
presented himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were granted, measured, and 
delivered to him, ten caballerias and seventeen acres of land in the plantation called Saw-pit Bluff, being 
part of those he is entitled to, according to the number of his family, which he declared on oath; which 
land is known and distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: The first line runs south 
55 degrees west, 43 chains, begins at a pine, marked with a cross, on the creek of the little bar, and ends 
at a stake, with the same mark, on the banks of a small creek; the second runs south 42 degrees east, 
40 chains, commences at a stake, with a cross, on the banks of the said small creek, and ends at another 
with the same mark of a cross. This land has two fronts; one of which runs along the creek of the little 
bar, and the other on the banks of a small creek running through a marsh, as appears from the certificate 
given by Don Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for said partition and measurement of lands, dated April 
22, 1792, and its corresponding plat signed by Don Samuel Eastlake, who was surveyor at said measure- 
ment, which certificate and plat are on file in the archives of the present notary; and as no title whatever 
had been given him for the security and evidence of his right to said land in the form it has been 
executed to others; that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have elapsed to obtain said 
lands in fee simple and absolute property, built houses thereon, cultivated them, and finally performed all 
and singular the conditions established by the government for gifts and concessions of this nature, as is 
scen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set forth in the proceeding instituted by Don James Smith, 
in the name of his wife, Donna Maria Tharp, legitimate daughter and only heir of the aforementioned 
Don John Tharp, deceased, praying there should be given in favor of his said wife the corresponding one 
to said land which has already been measured and laid off: Wherefore, and in consideration thereof, I 
have granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty and his royal justice, which I 
administer, to the said Donna Maria Tharp, daughter and only heir of the aforesaid Don John Tharp, 
deceased, and to those who may succeed her, the said ten caballerias and seventeen acres of land which 
said plantation contains in absolute property; and in granting her, as by these presents I do grant her, 
the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held 
in said; and I cede and transfer it to the said Donna Maria Tharp, and those who may succeed her, that, 
in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any encum- 
brance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and in 
general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their 
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wish, they may scll, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose 
my judicial authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
and registers, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 23, 1809. : 

ENRIQUE WHITE. 
By order of his excellency: 
Jos& pE Zupizaretra, Secretary. 


Don Gonzalo Zamorano, commissary of the army and accountant of the royal finance, and Don José 
Antonio de Yguinez, treasurer pro tem. of the royal chests of this city and its province: We certify that 
Don José de Zubizaretta, by whom the foregoing copy appears sealed and signed, is notary of government 
and royal finance, as he is styled, which he exercises with general approbation, and to those of his profes- 
sion there is and always has been given entire faith and credit bothin law and equity; and that it may be 
made known wherever it may be necessary, we sign the present in St. Augustine, Florida, February 25, 
1809. : 

GONZALO ZAMORANO. 
JOSE ANTONIO DE YGUINEZ. 

A true translation. 


F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this is a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant producing the title 
of absolute property to her made by Governor White, dated February 23, 1809. We therefore confirm it to 
her and her heirs. April 23, 1824. 


No. 9.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Mary Smith vs. The United States. Claimto four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The petition of Mary Smith, late Mary Tharp, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres, situated at a place called Plantage Rico. 
The first line runs 8. 17° W., beginning at a stake marked with a cross, at the edge of Nassau river, 22 
chains; the second line runs 8. 80° W., 85 chains, to the river Nassau; which title your memorialist derives 
from a royal grant made to your memorialist, dated February 25, 1809, by Governor White, by virtue of 
the royal order of October 29, 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that she is in actual posses- 
sion of said lands; that she is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CLARKE, Altorney for Mary Smith. 


(Translation. ] 
Title in favor of Donna Maria Tharp of the plantation called Rich Plantation. 


Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor of this city of St. Augustine, 
Florida, and chief of the royal finance of the same and its province, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners 
who, of their own free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be laid 
off for them gratis, in proportion to the number of laborers each family may have; that Don George Tharp 
having presented himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were granted, measured, 
and delivered him thirteen caballerias and seventeen acres of land in the plantation called Rich Plantation, 
being the full complement of these he is entitled to according to the number of his family, which he declared 
under oath, which land is known and distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: ‘The first 
line runs S. 17° W., 22 chains, commences at a stake marked with a cross, on the banks of the river Nassau, 
and ends at a pine with the same mark; the second runs S. 80° W., 85 chains, begins at said pine, and 
ends at another with the same mark; the third runs N. 30° W., 40 chains, begins at the last-mentioned pine 
and ends at another, with the same mark of the cross, on the banks of the aforementioned river Nassau. 
The front of these lands runs along the margin of said river, as appears from the certificate given by Captain 
Don Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for said partition and measurement of lands, dated March 22, 1793, 
and its corresponding plat, signed by Don Josiah Dupont, who was surveyor at said measurement; and as 
no title whatever had been given him for the security and evidence of his right to said land in the form it 
has been executed to others, that more than the ten years of uninterruped possession have elapsed, to 
obtain said lands in fee simple and absolute property, built houses thereon, cultivated them, and finally 
performed all and singular the conditions established by the government for gifts and concessions of this 
nature, as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set forth in the proceedings instituted by 
Don James Smith, in the name and jointly with Donna Maria Tharp, legitimate daughter and only heir of 
the aforementioned Don John Tharp, deceased, praying there should be given in favor of the said Donna 
Maria, his wife, the corresponding one to said land, which has already been measured and laid off : Where- 
fore, and in consideration thereof, I have granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty 
and his royal justice, which I administer, to the said daughter and heiress of the said Don John Tharp, 
deceased, and those who may succeed her, the said thirteen caballerias and seventeen acres of land which 
said plantation contains, in absolute property, and in granting her, as by these presents I do grant her, 
the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held 
’ In said lands, and I cede and transfer it to the said Donna Maria Tharp, and those who may succeed her; 
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in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any. encum. 
brance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and jn 
general which hath, doth, or may in any manner by right belong or pertain thereto; and, being their wigh 
they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my judicia] 
authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government of his Majesty and 
royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 23, 1809. 

ENRIQUE WHITE. 


By order of his excellency: 
José pE Zupizaretta, Notary of Government. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the request 
of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on four leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being used, 


St. Augustine, Florida, February 25, 1809. 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, | [1. s.] 


Don Gonzalo Zamorano, commissary of the army and accountant of the royal finance, and Don José de 
Antonio Yguinez, treasurer pro tem. of the royal chests of this city and province: We certify that Don 
José de Zubizaretta, by whom the foregoing copy appears sealed and signed, is notary of govern- 
ment and royal finance, as he is styled, the only one in this city and its province; and to those of hig 
profession there is and has always been given entire faith and credit, both in law and equity; and that it 
may be made known whenever it may be necessary, we sign the present in St. Augustine, Florida, February 


25, 1809. 
GONZALO ZAMORANO. 
JOSE ANTONIO DE YGUINEZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this is a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant producing the 
title of absolute property to her made by Governor White, dated February 23, 1809. We therefore confirm 
the same to her and her heirs. April 24, 1824. 


Mary Smith vs. The United States. Claim for four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


Bernardo Segui, being sworn, says that the signature annexed to the copy of the royal title is that of 
the notary of government at that time, Don José de Zubizaretta, and the said copy was made out by him, 
the said witness; and knows the present claimant sct down in the grant to have been the daughter of 
Mr. Tharp. 


No. 10.—Rerorr No. 1.—1824. 
George W. Martin vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The petition of George W. Martin, of Georgia, showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the west side of St. John’s river, at a place called 
Big Swamp, in front of Dutch island, bounded eastwardly by St. John’s river, seventy-five chains; north- 
wardly by vacant lands, forty chains; and south by vacant lands; which title your memorialist derives 
from a royal grant made to Charles W. Clarke by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
October 29, 1790, who sold the same to your memorialist, as is seen hy conveyances herewith filed, marked 
A and B. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally seized and possessed of said lands, a 
certificate and plat of which is herewith filed, marked C, and dated May 30, 1820; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of the State of Georgia. All which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

ARCHW’D CLARKE, Attorney for the Claimant. 


[ Translation. ] 


Title of property for three hundred acres of land in favor of Don Carlos Clarke, in Big Swamp, river St. John’s. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chicf of the 
royal finance in this city of St. Augustine and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the gifts and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, the Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both of the line as well as the militia of this said province, who contributed to the defence of the same at 
the time of the rebellion, being one of said rewards the partition of lands in proportion to the number of 
family each individual may have; that Don Carlos Clarke, lieutenant of provincial militia of the town of 
Fernandina, having presented himself, and having made known his services rendered in said defence, he 
solicited the necessary quantity for himself and his slaves, and there were granted him three hundred 
acres in a place called Big Swamp, on the west side of the river St. John’s, above and near an island called 
Turkey Buzzard; all conformable to the regulations established by this government for the partition of 
lands, and according to the number of persons and slaves his family consists of, as well as by my decree 
of this day, in the proceedings instituted by the said Don Carlos Clarke, on file in the government notary’s 
office: Wherefore I have granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said 
Don Carlos Clarke, the above-mentioned three hundred acres of land, without injury to a third, in the place 
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ointed out, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting him, as by these 
resents Ido grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the 
right and dominion it held in said land; and I cede and transfer, it to the said Don Carlos Clarke, his heirs 
and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, and make use of and enjoy 
it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurte- 
nances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; 
and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which 
| interpose my authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 
Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 

in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, April 10, 1817. 





JOSE COPPINGER. 
By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entratco, Notary of Government and Royal Finance. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used. St. Augustine, Florida, April 10, 1817. 

[u. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, 

Notary of Government and Royal Finance. 


[Translation.] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of militia of the city of St. Augustine, captain of the northern 
district of East Florida, and surveyor general, appointed by the government: I certify that I have 
measured and laid off for Don Carlos Clarke 300 acres of land on the west side of the river St. John’s, at 
a place called Big Swamp, opposite a small island called Dutch or Turkey Buzzard, which were granted 
him by this government in fee simple April 10, 1817, which land is conformable to the following plat and 


its copy in my possession. St. Augustine, May 30, 1820. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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Sct Dutch or Turkey Buzzard island. 


River St. John’s. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from two documents in the Spanish lan- 


guage. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


[Here follows a conveyance from Charles W. Clarke to claimant, dated April 23, 1822.] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this is a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant producing a 
title of absolute property made by Governor Coppinger to Charles W. Clarke, dated April 10, 1817, who 
conveyed the same by deed to the claimant. We therefore, upon these proofs, confirm the land in ques- 
tion to him and his heirs. April 26, 1824. 


No. 11.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Zachariah Hogans vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East F lorida: 


The memorial of Zachariah Hogans, in behalf of himself and his wife, late Maria Suarez, widow of 
Turnel Taylor, deceased, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist and her children by the said Taylor 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of 200 acres, at Jacksonville, on the north side of the river St. 
John’s, bounded north by public land, south by the river St. John’s, west by land formerly granted to Jones, 
and east by land granted to Masters; which title your memorialist derived from a royal grant made to 
his wife, Maria Taylor, by Governor Coppinger, September 8, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of March 
29, 1815, which, together with survey, is herewith presented. Your memorialist further states that he is 
m actual possession of said land, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United 


States and resident of Florida. All which is respectfully submitted. 


A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 
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[Translation. ] 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 

Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the gifts and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, the Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both of the line as well as militia of this said province, who contributed to the defence of the same at the 
time of the rebellion, being one of said rewards the partition of lands in proportion to the number of 
family each individual may have; that Donna Maria Suarez, widow of Turnel Taylor, having presented 
herself soliciting the quantity she, her deceased husband, children, and slaves, were entitled to, on account 
of her said husband being killed in the attack made by the enemy upon the river St. John’s during the 
insurrection of this province, as she has proved by certificates, there was granted, by my decree of the 
12th of the present month, 200 acres of land on the opposite side of the military post of St. Nicholas, 
on the river St. John’s, at the mouth of a creek known as McCoy’s creek, bounded on the west by the 
plantation of John Jones, and on the other sides by vacant lands; all conformable to the regulations 
established by this government for the partition of lands, and the number of persons and slaves her 
said family is composed of, as is set forth in the proceedings instituted by the above-mentioned Donna Maria 
Suarez, on file in the government notary’s office: Wherefore, I have granted, and by these presents do 
grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the aforesaid widow and children, heirs and successors, the said two 
hundred acres of land, without injury to a third, in the place already pointed out, in absolute property; 
and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant, the corresponding title by which I separate it from 
the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held in said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the said 
widow Donna Maria Suarez and children, heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may 
possess as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, 
outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any man- 
ner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and 
alienate it as may best suit them. To allof which I interpose my judicial authority as far as possible, 
and according to law, in virtue of what has been set forth in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 


in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, September 13, 1816. ; 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entratco, éc., &c., &e. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not 
being used. St. Augustine, Florida, September 13, 1816. 

[u. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


[Translation. ] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor 
general, appointed by the government of the said city and province: I certify that I have measured and 
laid off for Donna Maria Taylor two hundred acres of land, which were granted her in absolute property 
the 13th of September of the year 1816, situated on the north side of the river St. John’s, and at the 
mouth of a creek called McCoy’s creek, and is conformable in all its parts to the following plat and its 


copy in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, February 21, 1817. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


Vacant lands. 
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Oak. 


McCoy’s River St. John’s. 
creek. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct translation from two documents in the Spanish 
language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


__ The claimant produced in evidence a title of absolute property, dated September 13, 1816, to his 
wife, as widow of Turnel Taylor, deceased, together with a certified plat for the two hundred acres. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. April 26, 1824. 





























_ book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, February 10, 1816. 


1825.] CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 275 





No. 12.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Frederick McMurrin vs. The United States. Claim to four hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Frederick McMurrin respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres, situated on the river St. Mary’s, at a place called 
Wilder’s plantation. Ist line, east fifty chains from said river to a pine; thence to the river west fifty 
chains, bounded by public lands, which will be seen by the plat which is herewith presented. Which 
title your memorialist derived from a decree of Governor Estrada, December, 1815, in virtue of the royal 
order of 1790. Your memorialist further states that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of 
Florida, and also that he is in possession of said lands, and was so at the time of the cession. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[ Translation. ] 
MEMORIAL. 


Frederick McMurrin, an inhabitant of this province, to your excellency most respectfully showeth: 
That about the years 1801 and 1802 he took, with permission of the government, a piece of land situated 
about eight miles to the south of a place known by the name of Trader’s Hill, on the river St. Mary’s, 
containing four hundred and fifty acres, which he has kept possession of to this day, cultivating them 
according to his means; and, as he is in want of a document to prove the same, that is to say, a con- 
cession of said lands, he therefore prays your excellency will be pleased to order that, through the secre- 
tary of government, there be delivered him the necessary one by which he will receive a benefit. St. 


Augustine, December 11, 1815. 
FREDERICK McMURRIN. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, December 12, 1815. 


Pass the same to the civil and military commandant of Amelia island, that he may report on the 
particulars set forth by the interested, and also of his conduct and circumstances. 
ESTRADA. 


REPORT. 


FERNANDINA, January 8, 1816. 


As I have been informed by persons of veracity, being one of them the surveyor, Don George, it is 
true what is set forth by the interested relative to his residence on the land which he solicits since the 
year 1801 or 1802, and known by the name of the Plantation of Wildered; that, besides being an old 
subject, he has served in the militia of the frontier, and has never been concerned in the revolution of the 
province. 

BENITO DE TANGUA. 


The GovERNor. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Avcustine, Fioriwa, January 30, 1816. 
According to what has been reported by the civil and military commandant of Amelia island, grant 
to the interested the land which he solicits, without injury to a third. Let there be given him from the 
secretary’s office the customary document, which will serve him as a security. 
COPPINGER. 


Don Txos. DE AGUILAR, 
Ensign of the Army and Secretary of the Government of this City, by his Majesty. 


I certify that the foregoing is well and truly taken from its original on file in the archives under my 
charge, to which I refer; and, in compliance with the inserted superior decree, I give the present in St. 


Augustine, Florida, February 4, 1816. 
THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general 
appointed by the government of the same city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off 
for Frederick McMurrin four hundred and fifty acres of land on the river St. Mary’s, at a place known by 
the name of Old Plantation of Wilder, which he has had possession of and cultivated since the year 1801 
or 1802, and is conformable in its measurement and boundaries to the following plat and its copy in the 


GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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St. Mary’s river. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation of a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced in evidence a concession made to him without condition by Governor Coppinger, 
dated January 30, 1816; which concession was obtained by claimant’s memorial to the governor, dated 
December 11, 1815, together with other proceedings. The board, therefore, confirm the land in question 
to him and his heirs. April 30, 1824. 


No. 13.—ReEporr No. 1.—1824. 
A. Bellamy vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Abraham Bellamy, sen., respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to 
a tract of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on Funk’s Savannah branch, a branch 
of Nassau, in Duval county, one mile above the public road leading to Georgia; Ist, south 45° east, 40 
chains, commencing at a pine and ending at another; 2d line, thence south 30° east, 20 chains, to a pine; 
3d line, thence south 60° west, 15 chains, to a pine; 4th line, thence south 30° west, 30 chains, to a pine; 
5th line, thence west, 38 chains, to a pine; 6th line, thence north, 78 chains, to a pine; 7th line, thence east, 
25 chains, to the first mentioned pine; bounded entirely by public lands. Which title your memorialist 
derived by a decree of Governor Estrada, of October 10, 1815, made to Samuel Sauls, under which your 
memorialist claims by purchase; which decree and survey is herewith presented under the royal order of 
1790. Your memorialist further states that he is in actual possession of said land, and was so at the time 
of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. All of which is respect- 


fully submitted. : 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation. ] 


MEMORIAL. 
To his excellency the governor : 

Samuel Sauls, an inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: That he has 
for some years been laboring as a farmer for the support of his family, consisting of twelve persons, of 
which he is the head, without having petitioned for the land which he occupies; and as he has improved 
it, and there being no pretensions to it whatever, he prays your excellency will be pleased to grant him 
these three hundred and fifty acres, in the place called Funk’s Savannah, being a gift which he implores 
from the goodness of your excellency. Fernandina, October 1, 1815. 

SAMUEL SAULS. 


DECREE, 


Sr. Aveusting, Fioripa, October 10, 1815. 


Grant the petitioner the three hundred and fifty acres of land in the place which he solicits in this 
memorial, without injury to a third; and for his security let there be given him a certified copy from the 


secretary’s office. 
ESTRADA. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of the army and secretary of the city and province of St. Augustine, 
East Florida, for his Majesty: I certify that the foregoing copy is truly taken from the original on file in 
the archives under my charge; and, in virtue of what is ordered, I give the present in St. Augustine, 


Florida, October 11, 1815. 
THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


| Here follows a conveyance from Samuel Sauls to claimant, dated May 8, 1822.] 
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[Translation. ] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, captain of the northern district of East Florida and surveyor general of the 
rovince, appointed by the governor: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Samuel Sauls three 
hundred and fifty acres of land, in a place called Funk’s Savannah branch, near the waters of the river 
Nassau, which were granted him by the governor, and is conformable to the foregoing plat and its copy 


in my possession. Northern District, March 10, 1819. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced to the board a concession, without condition, to Samuel Sauls for 
the land in question by Governor Estrada, dated October 10, 1815; also, a conveyance by deed from said 
Sauls to claimant. In consideration of which, we confirm the same to claimant and his heirs. 

Aprit 30, 1824. 


Abraham Bellamy vs. The United States. Three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


A. Bellamy, jr., being sworn, says that Abraham Bellamy was in possession of said land between six 
and seven years, and bought it from 8. Sauls; does not know how long said Sauls was in possession of 
said land; says that when A. Bellamy purchased said land it appeared to have been cultivated for some 
years. 
Mr. Segui, being sworn, says that the document now before the board is a copy of a concession by 
Mr. Aguilar, government secretary, and knows the handwriting and signature to be Mr. Aguilar’s, who 


then acted as the secretary of the government. 
A. BELLAMY. 


No. 14.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Louis Mattair vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Louis Mattair showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of three hundred acres, situated on the south side of the river St. John’s, at a place called Box’s Branch, 
bounded as follows, viz: on the north, south, and west, by vacant lands, and on the east by Box’s Branch; 
the first line runs west, 38 chains; the second line runs north, 80 chains; the third line runs east, 38, and 
the fourth line runs south, 80 chains; agreeably to a plat herewith exhibited, marked B; which title your 
memorialist derives from a concession made to him October 4, 1815, as is seen by a document marked A, 
and certificate of survey and plat marked B, herewith filed. And your memorialist further showeth, that 
he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, legally seized and possessed of said land; that he is a citizen 
of the United States and resident of St. Pablo, in the Territory of Florida. All which is respectfully 


submitted, &c. 
LOUIS MATTAIR. 
[Translation. | 
MEMORIAL. 


To his excellency the governor : 

Louis Mattair, a native and inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: 
That, on account of the revolution of this province in the beginning of 1812, he was obliged to retire with 
his large family from his plantation on the main land, where he was established in a good and comfortable 
manner, which he abandoned on account of the ruinous incursions of the insurgents, doing so for the 
purpose of maintaining his fidelity towards the government, which he has always preserved in the island, 
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as appears by the certificates of the commandant, Don Francisco Rivera, and captain of district, Don 
Philip Robert Yonge, on file in the office of the government secretary; and said revolution being at an 
end, he returned to his said plantation to commence anew his improvements, which he found destroyed 
as well as his stock and the rest of his property which he was obliged to leave on account of his precipitate 
flight; and said losses being re-established in part, he was again obliged to fly on account of the revoly- 
tion of the latter end of the year 1813, obliging him to return to this place, leaving all to absolute ruin. 
and as he finds it out of his power to return to said plantation, not only on account of the want of means, 
but also the insecurity which as yet exists on the main land of this frontier, he therefore humbly prays 
that your excellency will be pleased to grant him a piece of land which there is vacant in this island 
between the lands of Don Domingo Fernandez and Don Santiago Carlier, containing three hundred acres. 
and is composed of low pine barren, with only thirty to forty acres fit for cultivation, and the rest only fit 
for grazing of his cattle: a donation which he hopes to receive from the goodness of your excellency on 


account of his services and ruined situation. Fernandina, September 12, 1815. 
LOUIS MATTAIR, 


DECREE. 

Sr. Aveustine, September 26, 1815. 
Let it be passed to the civil and military commandant of Amelia island that he may report what he 
may think necessary relative to this petition; which, when done, let the proceedings be returned, with the 
certificates the petitioner obtained of the lands which he wishes to exchange, that, in consequence thereof, 


I may order what may be most convenient. 
ESTRADA. 


REPORT. 


To his excellency the governor : 

In compliance with the preceding decree, I cited the petitioner to appear, and, after being advised, he 
said it was not his intention to abandon the land he has on the main, which he considers as his property, 
but as the circumstance of the little security there in cultivating them until there are better disposed 
inhabitants in that part, he hopes your excellency will have the goodness to accede to the donation of the 
new tract he solicits in this island, which is vacant; and for the greater security, the surveyor, Don George 
Clarke, will report what he may think necessary on this subject, that, according to what is set forth, your 
excellency may be pleased to make said concession to this inhabitant, who is worthy of the same, as I 


have been informed. Fernandina, October 21, 1825. 
BENITO DE TANGUA. 


REPORT. 


To the commandant: 
The land which the interested solicits is about three miles distant from this town, to the south, and is, 


as he says, of an inferior quality and vacant. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE. 


DECREE. 


Having seen the preceding reports, grant to the interested the three hundred acres of land in the place 
which he solicits, without injury to a third; and for the possession thereof, let there be given him, from 
the secretary’s office, the necessary certificate, which will serve him as security. 

ESTRADA. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of the army and secretary of the government of this city and province, 
by his Majesty: I certify that the foregoing is well and truly taken from its original on file in the office 
under my charge; and, in compliance with what is ordered in the superior decree of this day, I give the 
present for the security of the interested in St. Augustine, Florida, October 24, 1815. 

THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


[Translation. } 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of militia of St. Augustine, Florida, captain of the district of St. 
Mary’s, and surveyor general, by appointment of the government, of the same city and its province: I 
certify that I have measured and laid off for Don Louis Mattair three hundred acres of land on the south 
side of the river St. John’s, and place called Box’s Branch, in lieu of an equal quantity granted him in 
Amelia island, October 24, 1815, resulting afterwards to be the property of Don John Bachelot, which land 
is conformable in all its parts to the following plat and its copy in the book of surveys under my charge. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from two documents in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 





DECREE BY THE BOARD 


In this case we find that the claimant obtained a concession for the land which he claims from 
Governor Estrada, October 24, 1815, and which was surveyed by the surveyor general appointed by the 
Spanish government. We therefore confirm the same to claimant and his heirs. April 30, 1824. 


No. 15.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 


Louis Mattair vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed on claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Louis Mattair showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of one hundred and fifty acres, situated at the head of Pablo creek, and known by the name of San Ramon, 
pounded as follows: on the west by Pablo creek, on the south by a line running north 75° west, 27 chains; 
on the east by a line running south 25° west, 60 chains; and on the north by a marsh, as will appear by a 
plat marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to the heirs of Da. J. Espinosa, 
January 25, 1811, by Gov. White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, in actual possession of said lands; that 
he is a citizen of the United States and resident on the said lands. All of which is respectfully sub- 


mitted, &c. 
LOUIS MATTAIR. 


[Translation. ] 


Title of property in favor of the heirs of Donna Josefa Espinosa, deceased, of the plantation called San Ramon. 


Don Enrique White, brigadier of the royal armies, civil and military governor, and chief of the royal 
finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that, to those foreigners 
who, of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be granted 
and measured to them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Donna Josefa 
Espinosa having presented herself as one of them, she solicited of the governor, and there were granted, 
measured, and delivered her, four caballerias and seventeen acres of land in the plantation called San 
Ramon, being part of those she is entitled to according to the number of her family, which she declared 
under oath; which land is known and distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: the 
first line runs south 70° east, 30 chains, begins at an oak marked with a cross, and ends at a stake with 
the same mark; the second line runs south 20° east, 45 chains, begins at said stake, and ends at a pine 
with the same mark of the cross; the third runs north 70° west, 40 chains, begins at said pine, and ends 
at a stake with th same mark. This line, with a morass, bounds the lands of Don Juan McQueen, known 
as the “Favorable,” and are situated at the head of St. Pablo creek, and on San Diego, as appears from a 
certificate given by Captain Don Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for said partition and measurement 
of lands, dated May 14, 1793, and its corresponding plat, signed by Don Josiah Dupont, who was surveyor 
at said measurement; which certificate and plat are on file in the archives of the present notary. And as 
no title whatever has been given her for the security and evidence of her right to the said land in the 
form it has been executed to others, that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have elapsed 
to obtain said lands in fee simple, built houses thereon, cultivated the same, and finally complied with all 
the other conditions established by the governor for the donations and concessions of this nature, as is 
seen in the titles given to other settlers, and made known in the proceedings instituted by Don Joseph 
Sanchez, as executor and heir of the said Donna Josefa Espinosa, deceased, and in the name of the other 
heirs, praying that there should be granted the necessary title of the land which has been measured and 
laid off, and of which they are in possession: Wherefore, and in consideration thereof, I have granted, 
and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty and of his royal justice, which I administer, 
to the above-mentioned heirs of Donna Josefa Espinosa, deceased, the said four caballerias and seventeen 
acres of land which the said plantation, San Ramon, consists of, and to those who may succeed them, in 
absolute property; and in granting them, as by these presents I do grant them, the corresponding title by 
which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held in said land, and I cede 
and transfer it to the heirs of Donna Josefa Espinosa, and to those who may succeed them, that, in con- 
sequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any encumbrance 
whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and in general 
which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their will, they 
may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my judicial 
authority as far as possible, according to law, and in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of his Majesty, and governor and 
royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 25, 1811. 

ENRIQUE WHITE. 


By order of his excellency: 
Josk pE Zusizaretta, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


{Here follows a conveyance from Christina Hill, Maria Antonio Hill, and Magdalena Joanneda, and 
other heirs of Donna Josefa Espinosa, deceased, to claimant. ] 
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[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, of this city, and private surveyor: I certify that I have measured and laid off 
for Don Louis Mattair a tract of land containing one hundred and fifty acres of land, situated at the head 
of St. Pablo creek, which land he purchased of ‘the heirs of Don Sebastian Espinosa, and being: conform. 
able in all its parts to the following plat. In testimony of which, I sign it in St. Augustine, Florida, 


November 4, 1819. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a —" in the Spanish language, 
. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant pro- 
ducing a title of absolute property for this land from Governor White, dated January 25, 1811, to the 
heirs of Josefa Espinosa, deceased, who conveyed the same to claimant. In consideration whereof, we 
confirm the title to him and his heirs. April 30, 1824. 


Louis Mattair vs. The United States. One hundred and fifty acres of land. 


Bernardo Segui, being sworn, says that the parties named in the conveyance now before the board 
were the heirs of Donna Josefa de la Encarnacion Hill, deceased. 


No. 16.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Moses E. Levi vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Moses Elias Levi respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and seventy-five acres, situated on the plains of St. Diego, which title 
is acquired through a purchase made by your memorialist from Antonio Mier, who obtained it by a grant 
from the Spanish. government made by Governor Coppinger, dated February 16, 1816, in virtue of the 
royai order of March 29,1815. Your memorialist further represents that he is a citizen of the United 
States; and your memorialist further represents that the above land is bounded on the north by the land 
of Lozano Ortega, on the south by those of Nicholas Sanchez, on the east by the seat, on the west by the 
main road. St. Augustine, September 16, 1823. 

M. E. LEVI. 


(Translation. ] 
Title of property of two hundred and seventy-five acres of land in favor of Antonio Mer. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and 
chief of the royal finance of this city and its province: 

Whereas, in the royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the gifts and 
premium proposed by my predecessor, the Brigadier General Don Sebastain Kindelan, for the officers and 
soldiers, both of the line as well as local militia of this province, who contributed in its defence at the 
time of the rebellion, being one of said gifts the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of 
family each individu: ul may r have: that Don Antonio Mier having presented himself, making known his 
services in said defence, and soliciting the quantity conformably to himself, his family, and slaves, there 
was granted to him two hundred and seventy-five acres of land in the plains of San Diego, bounded on the 
north, by the lands of Lozano Ortega, on the south by those of Don Nicholas Sanchez, on the east by the 
beach, and on the west by the King? s road; all agreeably to the regulations established by this govern- 
ment for the distribution of lands, and to the number of white persons and slaves he has declared his 
family to consist of, and according to my decree of this day on the proceedings brought forward by the 
said Mier, which remain on file in the government notary’s office: Wherefore I have granted, and by these 
presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said Don Antonio Mier the above-mentioned two 
hundred and seventy-five acres, without injury to a third ptrson, in the place already pointed out for him, 
his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and I hereby, and by these presents, deliver him the 
corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, and from the right which it held in said 
land; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Antonio Mier, his heirs and successors, that, in conse- 
quence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any claim whatev er, 
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a 
with all its appurtenances, usages, customs, rights, privileges, and all and in general which hath, doth, 
or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their wish, they may sell, cede, 
transfer, barter, or alienate it at their will and pleasure. To all of which I interpose my authority as far 
as possible, and according to law, and in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 16, 1816. 
JOSE COPPINGER. 
By order of his excellency: 

JuAN DE Entraco, Notary pro tem. of Government, &c. 


Conformable to the original filed in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the request 
of the party, do seal and sign this present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being used. 
St, Augustine, Florida, February 16, 1816. 

[. 8.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Ilere follows a conveyance from Antonio Mier to claimant, dated July 6, 1822.] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant 
producing a title of absolute property from Governor Coppinger to Antonio Mier, dated February 6, 1816, 
likewise a conveyance from the said Mier to claimant. We confirm the title to claimant and his heirs. 
April 30, 1824. 


No. 17.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer vs. The United States. Claim to one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated at a place called the Three Runs or Little 
creck, bounded as follows: beginning with a pine marked with a cross; thence north 45° west, 103 
chains and 8 links, tu a pine tree; thence south 45° west, 97 chains, to another pine tree; thence south 
45° east, 103 chains, to the first mentioned pine, the place of beginning; which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal grant made to him in absolute property by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal 
order of 1790, which title of absolute property is in the archives of this place, a copy of which is herewith 
presented, with a certificate of survey and plat of the same; and your memorialist further showeth that 
he has been in actual possession of said lands since the year 1800 until this time; that he is a citizen of 
the United States, and resident of St. Augustine, East Florida. St. Augustine, September 17, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Altorney for Claimant. 


[Translation. ] 
ROYAL TITLE. 


Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, commandant of the third battalion 
of the infantry regiment of Cuba, governor political and military pro tem., and chief of the royal 
domain of this city and province of St. Augustine, Florida: 

Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 

of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that lands shall be 
measured gratis to foreigners who, of their own free will, offer themselves to swear allegiance to our 
sovereign, in proportion to the laborers which cach family may have; that Don Bartolome de Castro y 
Ferrer, of this vicinity, having presented himself, he solicited of the government, and had granted to him, 
under date of December 18, 1800, one thousand acres of land, between the Great and Little rivers, about 
twelve miles to the south of the post of St. Vincent Ferrer, for the rearing of stock and cultivation, as 
appears by the certificate given by the secretary of this government, despatched on the same date, which 
is added to the protocol moved for by the interested, soliciting that a corresponding title be delivered to 
him for the above-mentioned lands, which are bounded on the east by lands granted to Don Bernardo 
Segui, and on the north, south, and west by vacant lands; and there not having been delivered to the 
said Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer any title for the security and confirmation of his dominion over the 
said lands in the same form in which it has been executed for others, who have passed more than ten 
years of uninterrupted possession, in order to obtain an useful and direct dominion over the said lands he 
erected buildings on them, cultivated them, and complied with the other conditions which the government 
has established for concessions and grants of this nature existing in the titles delivered to other settlers, 
as the same proceeding shows: Wherefore, and in consideration of all, I have granted, and, in the name 
of his Majesty, do grant unto the said Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer the thousand acres of land for himself, 
his heirs and successors, in absolute property, and despatch to him, as I do by these presents, the suitable 
title by which I separate from the royal domain all right and dominion it possesses over the said lands, 
and cede and transfer it to the said Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, his heirs and successors, that, in 
consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it without any encumbrance whatsoever, 
with all its entrances, outlets, customs, rights, and services which it has had, has, and by fact and law 
belong to or may appertain to it; and at their will sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit 
oi In all which I interpose my authority, as I can, and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign 
will. 
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Given under my hand, and countersigned by the under-named notary pro tem. of the government 
and royal domain, in the said city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 15, 1815. , 
JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA, 
By command of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entrateo, Notary of Government pro tem. 


This agrees with the original which exists in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at 
the request of the party, sign and seal this present testimonial on two leaves of common paper, stamps 


not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, July 15, 1815. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. BL. C. 


[Translation. | 


By virtue of the order which, under date of the 50th of March of the present year, has been commn- 
nicated to me by Don José Coppinger [colonel] in the national armies, and political and military governor 
of this place and province, I certify that I have measured and marked the limits for Don Bartoleme de 
Castro y Ferrer, of a piece of land which contains one thousand acres, and is situated at a place known as 
the Three Runs, the figure and boundaries of which are represented in the following: to confirm which ] 
give these presents, which I sign at St. Augustine, Florida, April 3, 1821. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 





Pine. 3d line. 8. 45° W. 97 chains, Pine. 
x j / 
ae / / | 
' / 
| / / ’ 
bl 
Zz | | ¥ 
Ss = 
= 1,000 acres. / = 
a4 H 
ae / i) 
eS | oe 
= | Fr 1s 
“a | 3 
a. | md >= 
24 2 | = 
2 | t +3 
3) = 
3 | | ® 
= | = 
= ‘ae |Z 
| / ' Pine land. 
/ 7 1 | 
~ / 1 | 
| 
t 
/ I —_ 
Pine + Istline. N, 45° E. 97 chains. Pine -+- 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. PATO BB. DL. CO. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced in evidence a title of absolute property to him for the land in question from 
Governor Estrada, dated July 15, 1805; also a certified plat of survey of the same. Whereupon we 
confirm the title to him and his heirs. May 1, 1824. 


No. 18.—Reprorr No. 1.—1824. 
William and John Lofton vs. The United States. Claim to fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of William and John Lofton, residents of Florida and citizens of the United States, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of fifty acres, situate 
on Amelia island, at the place called Cabbage Spot, bounded by lands of Teran y Lamb and vacant lands, 
as per certificate of Juan de Pierra, then secretary to the government, herewith delivered, dated September 
10, 1800, but has not been surveyed; which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to their father 
by the Spanish government, to which the said certificate alludes. And your memorialists further state 
that the said lands. were in actual possession of their said father during his life and of your memorialists, 
so far that it is not claimed by any other person, but is now unoccupied. All of which is respectfully sub- 


mitted, &c. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimants. 


Translation. } 


Don Juan de Pierra, lieutenant of the infantry regiment of Cuba, and seerctary of the government: I 
certify that a memorial presented by John Lofton, soliciting fifty acres of land on the south part of Amelia 
island, in a place known by the name of Cabbage Spot, between the lands of a certain Teran and Lamb, 
the following decree was given this day: “Let there be granted to the party the land which he solicits 
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without prejudice to a third person, and until, agreeably with the persons he may have-for its cultivation, 
what corresponds shall be assigned him; it being understood he shall not reclaim damages which may 
arise to him, if for any reason he should be ordered to return for the royal service into the interior of the 
province.” Morales. And that it may serve as a security for the interested I give these presents. St. 
Augustine, Florida, September 18, 1800. 

JUAN DE PIERRA. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S&S. B. LZ. GO. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimants produced to the board a concession for the land in question from Governor 
Morales to their father, John Lofton, without condition, certified by Don Juan de Pierra, secretary of the 
government, dated September 18, 1800. In consideration whereot, we confirm the same to the claimants 
and their heirs. May 51, 1824. 


No. 19.—Rerorr No, 1.—1824. 
Peter Miranda vs. The United States. Claim to two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Peter Miranda respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two thousand acres, situated on the west of the river St. John’s, in East Florida, at a 
lace called Bernard, bounded on the west by the plantation called Spring Garden, on the north of lands 
of Zephaniah Kingsley; which title your memorialist derives from a concession dated March 29, 1815, 
made to your memorialist by Governor Coppinger, and confirmed by an absolute grant made by said 
Governor Coppinger, dated December 12, 1817, a certified copy of which is herewith presented. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he is in legal possession of said lands, and has been ever since the 
concession and grant; that at the time of the concession and grant he was a resident of St. Augustine, 
East Florida, and subject of the King of Spain, and has ever since continued, and now is, a resident of 
St. Augustine. All which is respectfully submitted. 

PETER MIRANDA, 
By his attorney, WATERS SMITH. 


(Translation. | 
Title of property for two thousand acres of land in favor of Don Pedro Miranda. 


Don Joseph Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the gifts and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, both 
of the line as well as militia of the province, and other individuals of the same who contributed to its 
defence at the time of the revolution, (being one of said rewards the distribution of lands;) that Don 
Pedro Miranda, first pilot of the bar of this port, having presented himself, soliciting, in virtue of said 
rewards, and of his merits and services rendered, a concession of two thousand acres of land, which was 
granted to him to the west of St. John’s river, at the place called Bernard, bounded on the west by the 
plantation of Spring Garden, and on the north by the plantation of Mr. Zephaniah Kingsley, as will appear 
by my decree of the first day of July last, placed in the memorial of the interested of the same date, 
which is on file in the archives of the present notary: Wherefore, [have thought proper to grant, as in the 
name of his Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don Pedro Miranda the two thousand acres of land at 
the place pointed out, without injury to a third, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; 
and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate the 
royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said lands, and I cede and transfer the same to the 
aforesaid Don Pedro Miranda, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it 
as their own, use and enjoy the same, without any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, 
uses, customs, rights, and hereditaments which it had or may have, and of right may belong or pertain 
thereto; and, it being their will, they may scll, cede, and transfer the same as they may think proper. To 
all of which I interpose my authority as far as I can, and of right ought to, in virtue of the sovereign 
will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 12, 1817. 

JOSEPH COPPINGER. 

By order of his excellency: 

Juan DE Entrarco, Notary of Government and Royal Finance. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 


F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant establishes his claim for the land in question by producing in evidence a title of absolute 
‘property made by Governor Coppinger to him, dated December 12, 1817. We confirm the same to him 
and his heirs. June 1, 1824. 
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Pedro Miranda vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 


Francis Ferreira, being duly sworn, says that he knows the tract, and had a trading establishment 
there previous to the exchange of flags, and had two men there at the exchange of flags, and occupied ag 
tenant of Mr. Miranda; says there were about twenty acres cleared and three comfortable dwellings crected 


thereon. 
FRANCIS FERREIRA. 
No. 20.—Rerorr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph Summerall vs. The United States. Claim to four hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph Summerall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four hundred acres, situated on Wills’ creek, near Julington creek, and is known by 
the name of Boggy branch, bounded as follows: the first line runs south 34° east, 60 chains; second line 
runs south 20° east, 20 chains; the third, north 70° east, 50 chains; the fourth, north 20° west, 20 chains; the 
fifth, north 34° west, 60 chains; the sixth, south 50° west, 50 chains, as appears by the survey and plat 
herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a decree made to him on a memorial by 
Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, dated June 25, 1815, and herewith presented by 
copy; and your memorialist further showeth that he is now, and was at the time of the cession, in actual 
possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, 
September 17, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Translation.] 


MEMORIAL. 


To the governor: 

Don José Summerall, an inhabitant of this province, with due respect, states to your excellency that, 
desiring to continue engaged in the exercise of agriculture and the rearing of cattle, he has found a piece 
of vacant land for that purpose, situated on an arm of the river named Wills’ creck, known by the name 
of Boggy branch, distant from the river of Julington about four miles, more or less, to the northeast, in 
which place I hope your excellency will be pleased to grant me four hundred acres in order to make my 
establishment, which favor I hope to merit from your excellency. St. Augustine, June 25, 1815. 

JOSE SUMMERALL. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, June 25, 1815. 


Let four hundred acres of land be granted to the interested in the place mentioned, without prejudice 


to a third person, and for his security let the necessary certificate be delivered by the secretary. 
ESTRADA. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, sub-lieutenant of the army and secretary of the government of this city and 
province, for his Majesty: I certify that the foregoing copy is faithfully taken from the original, to which 
I refer; and, by virtue of command, I give these presents, at St. Augustine, Florida, June 28, 1815. 

THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation.] 


Don George Clarke, captain of the northern district of East Florida, and surveyor general of the same, 
by order and commission from this government: I certify that I have measured and marked the limits of 
four hundred acres of land to Don José Summerall, at the head of Boggy branch of Julington creek and 
the east side of the river St. John’s, which land was granted to him by the government on June 26, 1815, 


conformably with the following plan and its copy, which I keep. St. Augustine, May 15, 1821. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. BL. C. 





DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that the claimant obtained the land in question by a concession without con- 
dition from Governor Estrada to him, dated June 25, 1815, and which land was afterwards surveyed. 
We therefore consider the concession a valid one, and confirm it to claimant and his heirs. June 4, 1824. 


No. 2.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Antonio Proctor vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and eighty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The memorial of Antonio Proctor respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in fee 
simple, absolute, in and to a certain tract or parcel of land containing one hundred and eighty-five acres, 
situated and being in the county of St. John’s, in East Florida, about five miles distant from the city of 
St. Augustine, in said county, to the westward of ajgrove called Orange Grove, and bounded on the north, 
south, and west by vacant lands, and on the east by lands belonging to Philip Edinburgh, a free man of 
color; that the said tract of land was granted without condition and in absolute property to your 
memorialist March 18, 1816, under the authority of the Spanish government, by Don José Coppinger, then 
governor of East Florida, in virtue of a royal order of the King of Spain of March 29, 1815, as will appear 
by a certified copy of the original grant of record in the office of the keeper of the public archives of East 
Florida hereto annexed, and marked exhibit A, reference being thereto had. Your memorialist further 
shows that possession of the said tract of land was taken by him soon after the grant thereof to him; 
that he has had it in his actual occupancy from that time until the present; and that the said land was 
surveyed in virtue of an order of the then governor of East Florida for your memorialist on December 18, 
1818, as will appear by the original plat of such survey hereto annexed, marked exhibit B, reference being 
thereto had. Your memorialist further shows unto your honors that he was, at the time of the making 
the said grant to him, and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, an inhabitant 
and settler of and in East Florida and a subject of the King of Spain; that he is now, and has been ever 
since the said cession, an inhabitant of East Florida aforesaid. Wherefore your memorialist prays con- 
firmation of his title to the said tract of land and its appurtenances in conformity to the acts of Congress 
in such case made and provided. And your petitioner will ever pray, &c. 

ANTONIO PROCTOR, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Translation. ] 
Title of property for one hundred and eighty-five acres of land in favor of Antonio Proctor. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance of this city and its province, &c.: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, the Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and 
soldiers, both of the line as well as the militia of this province, who contributed in its defence at the time 
of the rebellion, being one of said rewards the partition of lands in proportion to the number of family 
each individual may have; that Antonio Proctor, a free black, having presented himself, soliciting the 
quantity himself and his family were entitled to on account of his peculiar services, he was granted 185 
acres five miles distant from this city, on the other side of the ferry, and to the west of a hammock known 
by the name of the Orange Grove, bounded on the north, south, and west by vacant lands, and on the east 
by those belonging to Philip Edinburgh, a free black, all according to the regulations established by this 
government for the distribution of lands, and, as ordered by my decree of this day, in conformity with the 
advice of the military judge, (auditor de guerra,) placed on the proceedings instituted by the aforesaid 
Antonio Proctor, on file in the notary of government’s office; Wherefore, I have granted, and by these 
presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said Antonio Proctor the above-mentioned 185 acres 
of land, without injury to a third, in the place already pointed out, for himself, his heirs and successors, 
in absolute property; and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by 
which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held in said land; and I cede 
and transfer it to the aforesaid Antonio Proctor, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, 
they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it free from any encumbrance whatever, with all 
its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, 
or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, 
transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. ‘To all of which I interpose my authority as far as I 
can, and according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, March 8, 1816. ; 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

By order of his excellency: 

Juan DE Entrarco, Notary pro tem. of Government, &e. 


Conformable to its original remaining on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and 
at the request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps 
not being used. St. Augustine, March 8, 1816. 

[u. 8. ] JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. DL. C. 
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[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, as surveyor appointed by a decree of this government of the second instant, 
in favor of the interested: I certify “that I have measured and laid off for Antonio Pi roctor, a free black, 
185 acres of land, situated about a league and a quarter on the other side of the river St. Sebastian, (ferria, ) 
of this city; and being in all other circumstances conformable to the following plat, I give the present 


certificate, that it may be made known, in St. Augustine, Florida, December 18, 1818. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 


F. J. FATIO, S. BL. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant establishes his title to the land in question by producing in evidence a title of absolute 
property made by Governor Coppinger to him, dated March 8, 1816; likewise a survey of the same. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. June 4, 1824. 


No. 22.—Rerorr No, 1.—1824. 
Ramon Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to landsin East Florida: 

The memorial of Ramon Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in fee 
simple, absolute, in and to a certain tract or parcel of land containing 200 acres, situated and being 
in the county of St. John’s, in East Florida, on the south side of the river St. John’s, at a place 
known by the name of the Ship Yard, distant about half a mile from the place called San Vincent Ferrer, 
commencing on the west side of a creck of the same name. That the said tract of land was granted to 
your memorialist without condition, and in absolute property, on April 19, 1816, by Don José Coppinger, 
then governor of East Florida, in virtue of a royal order of his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain of 
March 29, 1815, as will appear by a certified copy of the said grant thereof hereto annexed, marked 
exhibit B, reference being thereunto had, the original grant being’ of record in the office of the keeper of 
the public archives of East Florida. Your memorialist is unable to set forth in any other manner than he 
has done the situation and boundaries of the said tract of land, a survey of the same having never been 
made. Your memorialist further shows that he is a native, and was, at the time of the cession of the 
Territory of Florida to the United States, an inhabitant, resident, and settler of and in East Florida, and 
a subject of the King of Spain; that he is now, and has been ever since the said cession, an inhabitant, 
resident, and settler of East Florida. Wherefore, your memorialist prays a confirmation of his title to 
the said tract or parcel of land, and its appurtenances, in conformity to the acts of Congress in such case 
provided. And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray, Xe. 

RAMON SANCHEZ, 


sy his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 
[Translation. | 


Title of property in favor of Don Ramon Sanchez for two hundred acres of land at a place called Ship Yard. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem, and chief 
P} , 
of the royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brig: idier Don Sebastian Kindel: in, for the officers and soldiers, 
both of the line as well as militia of this province, who contributed in its ‘defence during the rebellion, 
being one of said rewards the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family sock individual 
may have; that Don Ramon Sanchez, a private of the company of local militia of this city, having 
presented himself, soliciting the quantity himself and his slaves are entitled to, there were granted him two 
hundred acres of land on the south side of the river St. John’s, in a vacant place called the Ship Yard, half a 
mile distant from St. Vincent Ferrer, beginning on the west of the creck of the same name, all conformable 
to the regulations established by this government for the partition of lands, and to himself and slaves 
which he has proved his property consists of, and according to my deerce of this day annexed to the pro- 
ceedings instituted by the said Sanchez, filed in the notary of government’s office: Wherefore, I have 
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granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the aforesaid Don Ramon Sanchez 
the above-mentioned two hundred acres of land, without injury to a third, in the place already pointed out 
for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting them, as by these presents I do 
grant them, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion 
it held in said land; and I cede and transfer it to the above-mentioned Don Ramon Sanchez, his heirs and 
successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, without 
any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, and 
all and in general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being 
their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it at their will and pleasure. To all of which I inter- 
pose my authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and 
royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, April 19, 1816. 





JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entraico, Notary of Government, de. 


Conformable to its original remaining on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and 
at the request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps 
not being. used. St. Augustine, April 19, 1816. 


[u. 8.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


tl ge. 
F. J. FATIO, 8S. B. LB. C. 
DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


The claimant establishes his claim for the land in question by producing a title of absolute property 
from Governor Coppinger to him, dated April 19, 1816. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same 
to claimant and his heirs. dune 5, 1824. 


No. 23.—Rervort No. 1.--1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in 
and to a certain tract or parcel of land consisting of one hundred acres, and being in East Florida afore- 
said, at the head of the North river, At a place called Quiqui, in Diego plains; that the said tract of land 
has the following lines and dimensions, and had at the time of the survey thereof the following boundaries: 
that is to say, the first line begins at a palmetto tree, and runs east 36 chains, and is bounded by Diego 
plains; the second line runs south 30 chains to a pine tree, and was bounded by lands of one Juan Tate; 
the third line runs from the said pine tree west 30 chains to a stake, and was bounded by lands of one 
Juan Tate; the fourth line runs from the said stake along the bank of a creek at the head of the North 
river to the place of beginning, and is bounded by the said creek, as will more distinctly appear by a 
reference to the original plat of the survey of the said land, bearing date June 30, 1818, now here sub- 
mitted and filed, and marked exhibit A; which said survey was made by the surveyor, Andres Burgevin, 
in virtue of an order for that purpose by Governor Coppinger. Your memorialist further shows that the 
said tract of land was originally granted to one ina Fernandez by a concession of November 20, 1806, 
in virtue of a royal order of the King of Spain of October 29, 1190; that the’ said land was confirmed to 
the said José Fernandez on June 19, 1816, by a grant thereof without condition, and in absolute property, 
made by Don José Coppinger, then governor of East Florida, as will more fully and at large appear by a 
certified copy of the said grant now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B; that the said Fernan- 
dez conveyed the said land and its appurtenances in absolute property to one Joseph Simeon Sanchez on 
September 4, 1816, as will appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said conveyance herewith 
submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C; that the said Joseph Simeon Sanchez kept possession of the 
said land, and cultivated it for some time; and afterwards, that is to say, on the 16th day of July, he con- 
veyed the same and its appurtenances to one Pablo F. Fontane, as will fully and at large appear by a 
certified copy of the conveyance from the said Joseph Simeon Sanchez to the said Pablo F. Fontane, now 
here submitted, and marked exhibit D; and the said Pablo F. Fontane afterwards, that is to say, on August 
18, 1818, for a valuable consideration paid to him by your memorialist, conveyed the said tract of land 
and its appurtenances in full and absolute property to your memorialist, as will fully and at large appear 
by a reference to a certified copy of said conveyance from the said Pablo F. Fontane to your memorialist 
now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit E; and that the said tract of land is now in the actual 
occupancy of your memorialist. 

And your memorialist alleges and shows that the said José Fernandez was, at thé time the said land 
was conceded and granted to him as aforesaid, an inhabitant of East Florida, and an actual settler there, 
and a subject of the King of Spain; that the said Joseph Simeon Sanchez and Pablo F. Fontane were, 
at the time the said land was conveyed to them severally as aforesaid, inhabitants of East Florida, and 
subjects of the King of Spain; and that your memorialist was, before and at the time the said land was 
conveyed to him as aforesaid, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and a subject of the King of 
Spain, and that he has ever since the said cession continued to be, and now is, an inhabitant and settler 
of the same. Wherefore, your memorialist prays a confirmation of his title in and to the said tract of 
land and its appurtenances, conformably to the acts of Congress in such cases made and provided; and he 
will ever pray, &c. 

FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOUN DRYSDALE. 
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[Translation. | 


Title of property in favor of José Fernandez of one hundred acres of land in the plains of St. Diego 
property D é rea D 1 JO, ata 
place called Quiqui. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those strangers who 
of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, land should be measured them 
gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that José Fernandez having presented himself 
as one of them, he solicited of the governor, and there were granted him, on November 20, 1806, one 
hundred acres of land on the plains of St. Diego, at a place called Quiqui, bounded on the south by the 
plantation called the Humpback, and on the north by said plains of St. Diego, as appears by a certificate 
given by the secretary of the governor, with the same date which is annexed to the proceedings instituted 
by the interested, soliciting the corresponding title of the land already mentioned; and as no title what- 
ever had been given him for the security and evidence of his right to the said land in the form it has been 
executed to others; that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have elapsed to obtain said 
lands in fee simple, built houses thereon, cultivated them, and performed al! the other conditions established 
by the government for concessions and donations of this nature, as is seen in the titles given to other 
settlers, and is set forth in the same proceedings: Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, I have 
granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said José Fernandez the one hun- 
dred acres of land for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting him, as by these 
presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the 
right and dominion it held in said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid José Fernandez, his 
heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and 
enjoy it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and 
appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain 
thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them; to 
all of which I interpose my authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the 
sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and 


royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, June 19, 1816. ; 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency : 
Juan DE Entraico, Notary pro tem. of Government, &c. 
2 
I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation | 


In virtue of the order which, under date of the 26th of May last, was communicated to me by his 
excellency Don Joseph Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor of city and its 
province, I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don Pablo F. Fontane a tract of land situated at 
the head of the North river, containing one hundred acres, which he purchased of Don José Simeon Sanchez; 
and its figure and boundaries being according to the present plat, I give this certificate, which I sign in 
St. Augustine, Florida, June 30, 1818. 


Dicgo plains. 

















Palmetto. Ist line. East 36 cliains. 
} | 
‘ 
| 
Cultivated land. Cleared land. | 
| a 
12 os 
| | |S & 
“| i2-— 
om E} | is 2 
ae ates | = © 
ie | im 
=. So | Pe 
a | ls = 
| ee a ee Seen se ne eee |, | 
| + 27 
| Ge 
| | 
| Hammock, Pine land. 
| | | 
| | 
| | | 
M\ | 
Stake. 3d line. West 30 chains. Pine. 


J. Tate’s land. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. LC. 


[Here follows a conveyance from José Fernandez of the one hundred acres to José Simeon Sanchez, 
dated September 4, 1816; also a conveyance from José Simeon Sanchez of the same to Pablo F. Fontane, 
dated July 16, 1818; also a conveyance from Pablo F, Fontane to claimant, dated August 18, 1818.] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that the land was granted in absolute property to José Fernandez on June 19, 
1816; and that it was conveyed by deed by Fernandez to José Simeon Sanchez, who conveyed it by deed to 
Pablo F. Fontane, and by him conveyed to claimant. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to 
the claimant and his heirs. June 7, 1824. 


No. 24.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and twenty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in and 
to acertain tract or parcel of land containing two hundred and twenty acres, situated and being in East 
Florida aforesaid, on the St. Mary’s river, at a place called McIntosh’s Causewaye That the said tract of 
land has the following lines and dimensions, and, at the time of survey thereof, had the following boundaries, 
that is to say: The first line begins at a cypress tree and runs south, 55 chains, to a pine, and is bounded 
by McIntosh’s Causeway; the second line runs from the said pine east, 40 chains, to another pine, and was 
pounded by vacant lands; the third line runs from the said last mentioned pine north, 55 chains, to a 
live oak on the bank of the river St. Mary’s, and was bounded by lands of one James Woodland; and 
the fourth line runs from the said live oak, along the bank of the said river, to the place of beginning, 
and is bounded by the said river, as will more fully and distinctly appear by a reference to the original plat of 
the survey of the said land, bearing date May 15, 1817, now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A, 
which said survey was made by George Clarke, then surveyor general of the province of East Florida. 
And your memorialist further shows that the said land was originally granted one Domingo Estacholy, in 
absolute property, and without condition, by a grant bearing date December 5, 1816, by Don José 
Coppinger, then governor of East Florida, under the authority and in virtue of a royal order of the King 
of Spain, bearing date March 29, 1813, as will fully and at large appear by a reference to a certified copy 
of the said grant now here submitted and filed, and marked B. That some years after the making of the 
said grant as aforesaid the said Domingo Estacholy departed this life, leaving his wife, Ursula Llafrio, 
who, for a valuable consideration paid to her by your memorialist, conveyed, according to the requisitions 
of the Spanish law, the said tract of land and its appurtenances to your memorialist, in absolute property, 
on July 29, 1822, as will fully and at large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said conveyance 
herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C. 

And your memorialist further avers and shows that the said Domingo Estacholy was, before and at 
the time of the granting the aforesaid tract of land to him as aforesaid, and at the time of his death, an 
inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain; and that your memorialist 
was, at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, and before the said cession, and has 
continued to be ever since, and now is, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida. Wherefore, your 
memorialist prays a confirmation of his title to the said land and its appurtenances; and he will, &c. 

FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Translation. ] 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor, and chief of the 
royal finance of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, both 
of the line as well as militia, of this province, who contributed to its defence at the time of the rebellion, 
being one of said rewards the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family each individual 
may have; that Don Domingo Estacholy having presented himself, making known his services as sergeant 
of one of the companies of militia which were formed in the town of Fernandina, soliciting the quantity 
of land corresponding to himself, his family, and slaves, there were granted to him 220 acres of land on 
the river St. Mary’s, at a place known as McIntosh’s Causeway, which are vacant, bounded on the north 
by a creek called Little St. Mary’s, and on the south, east, and west, by vacant lands, all of which is 
conformable to the regulations established by this government for the distribution of lands, and to the 
number of persons and slaves which he has manifested that his said family consists of, and by what has 
been ordered by my decree of this day, placed on the proceedings instituted by the said Don Domingo 
Estacholy, on file in the government notary office: Wherefore, I have thought proper to grant, as in the 
name of his Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don Domingo Estacholy, on file, the above-mentioned 220 
acres of land in the place pointed out, without injury to a third person, for himself, his heirs and succes 
sors, In absolute property; and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding 
title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it had to said lands; and 
I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Domingo Estacholy, his heirs and successors, that, in conse- 
quence thereof, they may possess it, as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance, whatever, 
with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, which it had or may have, and 
of right may belong or pertain thereto; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate 
it as may best suit them. To all of which 1 interpose my authority as far as I can, and by right ought to, 
In virtue of the sovereign will. 

_ Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
In this city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 5, 1816. ; 
JOSE COPPINGER. 

By order of his excellency: 

JuaN DE EntRatco. 
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Conformable to the original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 


used. St. Augustine, December 5, 1816. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. [1. s.] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the governor of the same city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for 
Don Domingo Estacholy two hundred and twenty acres of land on a branch of the river St. Mary’s, called 
Little St. Mary’s, which were granted him by the governor in absolute property, according to the docu. 
mentary title in possession of the said interested; which land is conformable in all its circumstances to 
the following plat, and its copy in the book of surveys in my charge. Fernandina, May 15, 1817. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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Lands of James Woodland. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S&S. BL. ¢. 


[Here follows a conveyance by deed by Ursula Llafrio, widow of Domingo Estacholy, deceased, to 
claimant, dated July 29, 1822. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that they granted to Domingo Estacholy, by Governor Coppinger, .in absolute 
property, on December 5, 1816, and that the widow of grantee conveyed the same by deed to claimant. 
In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to him and his heirs. June 10, 1824. 

, ’ 


No. 25.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and eighty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in and 
to three hundred and eighty acres of land situated, lying, and being in East Florida aforesaid, to the north 
of Diego plains, having the following lines and dimensions, and having, at the time of the survey thereof, 
had the following boundaries, that is to say: The first line, commencing at a stake, runs north 20° west, 
95 chains, to another stake, and was bounded by vacant lands; the second line runs from the last- 
mentioned stake north 65° east, 40 chains, to another stake, ae was bounded by vacant lands; and the 
third line runs from the last-mentioned stake south 20° east, 95 chains, to another stake, and is bounded 
by the beach; the fourth line runs from last-mentioned stake south 65° west, 40 chains, to the place of 
beginning, and is bounded by lands of John Sanchez, as will more fully and distinctly appear by a 
reference to a plat of the survey thereof, bearing date May 1, 1819, (which survey was made under the 
authority of a decree of Don José Coppinger, October 9, 1818,) now here submitted and filed, and marked 
exhibit A. And your memorialist further shows that the said land was originally granted, without condi- 
tion, and in absolute property, to one Joseph Simeon Sanchez, June 26, 1816, by Don José Coppinger, 
then governor of East Florida, under the authority and in virtue of a royal order of his Majesty the King 
of Spain, bearing date March 29, 1815, as will more fully and at large appear by a reference to a certified 
copy of said grant now here submitted and filed, marked exhibit B. And that the said Joseph Simeon 
Sanchez afterwards, that is to say, January 26, 1818, for a valuable consideration paid by your memorialist 
to him, conveyed the said land and its appurtenances, according to the formalities required by the Spanish 
law, to your memorialist, as will fully and at large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said 
conveyance, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C. And your memorialist further avers 
and shows that the said Joseph Simeon Sanchez was, before and at the time of the granting the said land 
to him as aforesaid, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and a subject of his Majesty the King of 
Spain; and that your memorialist was, before and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United 
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States, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and has ever since continued to be, and now is, an 
inhabitant and settler of the same. Wherefore, your memorialist prays a confirmation of his title in and 
to the said land and its appurtenances, agreeably to the acts of Congress in such cases made and provided. 
And he will, as in duty bound, &c. 
FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
. By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Translation. ] 


Title of property in favor of Don José Simeon Sanchez for three hundred and eighty acres of land to the north 
of the plains of St. Diego. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both of the line as well as militia of this province, who contributed to its defence at the time of the 
rebellion, being one of said rewards the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family each 
family may have; that Don José Simeon Sanchez having presented himself, making statement of his 
services as a former militiaman of the town of Fernandina, soliciting the corresponding quantity for 
himself, his family, and slaves, there were granted him three hundred and eighty acres of land to the north 
of the plains of St. Diego, bounded on the norih by those granted latterly to the inhabitant Willy Hartley; 
on the south to the head of St. Pablo creek, or boundary of those latterly granted to another inhabitant; 
on the east by the beach and part of the land which corresponds to his brothers’, for their part of 
inheritance; and on the west by the swamp or hammock of St. Diego, all conformable to the regulations 
established by this government for the distribution of lands, and to the number of persons and slaves which 
he has manifested that his said family consists of, and by what has been ordered by my decree of this 
day, placed on the proceedings instituted by the said Sanchez, on file in the government notary’s office: 
Wherefore, I have thought proper to grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don 
José Simeon Sanchez, the above-mentioned three hundred and eighty acres of land in the place already 
pointed out, without injury to a third, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in 
granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate it from 
the royal domain, from the right and dominion it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid 
Don José Simeon Sanchez, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their 
own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, 
rights and appurtenances, which it had or may have, and of right may belong or pertain thereto; and, 
being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, alienate it as may best suit them. ‘To all of which I interpose 
my authority as far as I can, and of right ought to, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, June 26, 1816. : 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
JvuaN DE Entraieo, Notary pro tem. of Government, &c. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the public archives of St. Augustine. 
" F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a conveyance by deed of the three hundred and eighty acres, from José Simeon Sanchez 
to claimant, dated January 26, 1818.] 


(Translation. ] 


In virtue of the order which has been communicated to me by his excellency Don José Coppinger, 
colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor of this city and its province, May 7, 1818, I certify 
that Ihave measured and laid off a tract of land in favor of Don Francisco P. Sanchez, which contains 
three hundred and eighty acres, situated at a place called St. Diego, bounded on the south by the lands of 
Don Juan Sanchez, on the east by the beach, on the north and west by vacant lands, whose figure and 
boundaries are those denoted in the following plat. And that it may be made known, I sign it in St. 
Augustine, May 1, 1819. 

ROBERT McHARDY. 


ROBERT McHARDY. 


A copy from the original. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
: F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


Vacant lands. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that the land was granted in absolute property to José Simeon Sanchez by 
Governor Coppinger, June 26, 1816, which was afterwards conveyed by grantee by deed to claimant. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. June 10, 1824. 


[Nore.—In the abstract this claim is erroneously reported in the name of Francis P. Sanchez, present claimant, in right 
of Jos. S. Sanchez. ] 


No. 26.—ReEporr No. 1.—1824. 
George Atkinson vs. The United States. Claim for five hundred and jifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Atkinson, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred and fifty acres, situated on the west of the river 
St. John’s, bounded on the north and west by lands of John H. McIntosh, on the south by McGirt’s creek, 
on the east by the river St. John’s, as per plat marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to your memorialist, February 22, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
October 29, 1790, as per deed marked B.” And your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the 
exchange of flags, and now is, legally seized and possessed of said land; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of Darien, in Georgia. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE ATKINSON, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Translation. | 
Title of property. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners 
who, of their own free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be 
measured them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don George Atkinson 
having presented himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were granted him, 
under date of August 8, 1803, five hundred and fifty acres of land on the west bank of the river St. John’s, 
which land is known and distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: The first line, north 
22° east, commences with a pine and ends at another, its measurement being 80 chains, and is bounded 
on this side by the lands of Don Juan McIntosh; the second line runs south 56° east, commences at said pine 
and ends at a stake, bounding with the lands of Don John McIntosh, and bounded on the side by a creek 
known as McGirt’s creek, as results from the certificate given by the surveyor general appointed by this 
government, Don George Clarke, dated August 1, 1815, with the corresponding plat which has authorized 
in continuation of the same; and as no title whatever had been given him for the security and evidence 
of his dominion to the said land, that he has built houses thereon, cultivated them, and finally complied 
with all the rest of the conditions of this nature, as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set 
forth in the proceedings moved for by the interested, soliciting that there should be given him the 
corresponding one of the lands which he has already measured and laid off : Wherefore, and in consideration 
of all, I have thought proper to grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the said Don George 
Atkinson the five hundred and fifty acres of land in absolute property, for himself, his heirs, and successors; 
and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant them, the corresponding title by which I separate it 
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from the royal domain, from the right and dominion which it had in said land; and I cede and transfer it 
to the said George Atkinson, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it 
as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with ail its entrances, outlets, uses, 
customs, rights, and services, which it has had, has, and in fact and by law belong to him; and, being 
their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose 
my authority as far as possible, and by right ought to, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and royal 
fnance, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 22, 1816. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

By order of his excellency: 

JUAN DE Entratco, &e. 

Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which | refer; and at the request 
of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being used. 
St. Augustine, Florida, February 22, 1816. 

. JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. BL. C. 


[Translation.] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the governor of said city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don 
George Atkinson, merchant, of this town, five hundred and fifty acres of land, which were granted him by 
the governnient, August 8, 1803, on the west side of the river St. John’s, which in its figure, boundaries, 
and measurement, is according to the following plat, and is conformable to its copy in the book of surveys 
under my charge. Fernandina, August 1, 1815. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


_The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant pro- 
ducing a royal title made to him by Governor Coppinger, dated February 22, 1816, together with a certified 
plat of survey. In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to claimant and his heirs. June 11, 1824. 


No. 27.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Tucker’s administratrix vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and thirty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


Lo the honorable the commissioners for ascertaining titles and claims to lands in East Florida: . 


_ The memorial of Elizabeth Tucker, widow and administratrix of Andrew Tucker, deceased, residing 
in Camden county, Georgia, showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land situated in 
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the county of Duval, containing two hundred and thirty acres, opposite Ametia island, bounded on the one 
side by lands of Louis Mattair, which said tract of land was granted to the said Andrew Tucker October 
24, 1804, as headrights; all which, with the conditions thereto annexed, will more particularly appear by 
schedule A, being an abstract of the concession or grant thereof, and which conditions your memorialigt 
says have been complied with; that the land is bounded on the north by lands of Louis McTier, on the 
south by lands of the same person, on the east by marsh, on the west by vacant lands, being in shape an 
oblong square, one hundred chains one way and twenty-three the other; all which, by the survey thereof 
executed June 26, 1816, a copy of which is hereunto annexed, marked schedule B, will more fully appear, 
All of which is humbly submitted to the consideration of your honorable body. August 27, 1823. 
BELTON A. COPP, Agent. 


[Translation ] 


Don Juan de Pierra, lieutenant of the third battalion of the infantry regiment and secretary of goy. 
ernment: I certify that, on a memorial presented by Andrew Tucker soliciting three hundred acres of 
land on the main land opposite Amelia island, bounded on the south by the lands granted to Louis McTier, 
the following decree was this day placed thereon: “Grant to this petitioner two hundred and thirty acres 
of land, which, according to the new regulations, are those appertaining to the family and slaves which 
he declares to have in the present memorial, without injury to a third, and with the condition that he is 
to establish himself on said land in the term of one month from this date; and that in case the royal service, 
for some motive, should order him to retire into the interior of the province, he can in nowise demand 
damages or injuries. WHITE.” 
And that this may serve as a security to the interested, I give it, in St. Augustine, Florida, October 24, 


1804. 
JUAN DE PIERRA. 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the governor of the same city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for 
Don Andrew Tucker 230 acres of land, which were granted to him by the governor on the river Amelia, 
and at a place called Black Hammock, fronting Amelia island, and is according to the following plat, and 
a copy retained in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, June 26, 1816. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


Lands of Louis MecTier. 








Stake. 3d line. North 83° East, 100 chains. Stake. 
7 + i 
S | | 
oe | 
2 ; 
= | Pine land | 3 
ee | ine land, } cS) 
S| | e 
> | = 
| | i 
: | x 
Z | 
~e 320 acres. 

a | s 

| | Nie 

Stake. Ist line. South 83° West, 100 chains. Stake. 


Landsof Louis McTier. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from two documents in the Spanish 
language, in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, &. B. LZ. C. 


Fiorina, Duval county. 


In the matter of Elizabeth Tucker, widow of A. Tucker, claim to 230 acres at the Black Hammock, in 
Duval county, opposite Amelia island, William Braddock, an inhabitant of this county, planter, aged about 
46 years, being duly sworn, says: That, for the last twenty-seven years, he has lived in the section of 
country now known by the name of Duval county, and in about three miles from the above tract of land 
for the most part of the time. Deponent says he well knew Andrew Tucker in his lifetime; he is now 
dead, and knows the said Elizabeth is his widow. Deponent further says that, in the year 1804, as well 
as deponent recollects, the said Andrew Tucker planted a part of the tract called Black Hammock tract; 
that he thinks it was cultivated by Andrew Tucker till 1806, during which year it was transferred or 
swapped by Tucker unto William Berrie for Snelling’s old field, which Berrie owned, that is, one removed 
to the other’s land by agreement; that the said William Berrie continued to cultivate the said tract known 
by the name of the Black Hammock till 1813, when both he and Tucker removed into Georgia, in conse- 
quence of the troubles which then existed in Florida; that in the year 1820 Berrie planted it again; that 
in the year 1803 the said Andrew Tucker intermarried with the said Elizabeth, who is the sister of William 
Berrie. Deponent further says that he has no interest in the lands in question, and shall neither lose nor 
gain whether the said Tucker’s grant be confirmed or not; that William Berrie lives in Georgia. 

WILLIAM BRADDOCK. [1 s.] 


Sworn to before me, January 23, 1824. 
JAMES O’NEILL, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant exhibited in evidence a concession, on condition, for the land in question, 
by Governor White, certified by the secretary of government, dated October 24, 1804; likewise a certified 
plat for the same; and likewise a deposition of William Braddock, showing that the condition stipulated 
in the grant or concession was complied with by the grantee. We therefore consider the claim a valid 
one, and confirm the same to claimant and her heirs. 
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No. 28.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 


Robert Hutchinson vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Robert Hutchinson respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title +o a 
tract of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on the west side of the river St. John’s, 
near McGirt’s creck; first line runs westwardly 70 chains, commencing at a pine on the river, to a stake; 
second line thence north 50 chains to a pine; third line south 70 chains to a pine on the bank of the river; 
pounded north by land of your memorialist, east by the river St. John’s, south by lands of George Atkin- 
son, and west by vacant lands; which title your memorialist derived from a decree of Governor Coppinger, 
January 9, 1818, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. Your memorialist further showeth that he was in 

ossession until 1818, but has since been deprived by George Atkinson; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of Florida. All which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
A. BELLAMY, JMemorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation. } 


MEMORIAL, 
To his excellency the governor: 


Robert Hutchinson, an inhabitant and planter in this province, to your excellency respectfully show- 
eth: That since the last concession of lands he obtained of this government he has acquired, by his vigi- 
lance and industry, a considerable increase in the number of his slaves, so that he is at present without a 
sufficient quantity of land to employ them, and also an increase of family, for which reason he humbly 
prays your excellency will be pleased to grant him three hundred and fifty acres of land on the river St. 


_ John’s, adjoining those he at present cultivates, (on the east by the mouth of McGirt’s creek, on the north 


by said river,) for the purpose of employing advantageously the number of hands he has almost idle, 
being a gift he will ever be grateful to your exvellency for. St. Augustine, January 8, 1818. 
ROBERT HUTCHINSON. 
DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, Froripa, January 9, 1818. 


Grant to the petitioner the three hundred and fifty acres of land in the place which he solicits, with- 
out injury to a third, and with the condition that he is to cultivate them without intermission; and for 
his security give him, through the secretary’s office, a certified copy of this memorial and decree. 


COPPINGER. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of infantry, and secretary, by his Majesty, of government of this city 
and province: I certify that the preceding copy is truly taken from the original on file in the office under 
my charge; and in virtue of what is ordered, I give the present in St. Augustine, January 9, 1818. 

THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. Z. C. 


Lands of Robert Hutchinson. 
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Lands of Robert Hutchinson. 


Don D. S. H. Miller, captain of the rural militia of St. John’s river, district of St. Nicholas, and 
deputy surveyor, do certify that I did, May 15, 1821, survey for Mr. Robert Hutchinson 350 acres of land, 
lying and being on the west side of St. John’s river, south of and joining a tract of 150 acres surveyed by 
me for him in January, 1817, as above. 


Territory or Fiorina, County of Duval. 

This day personally appeared D. S. H. Miller before me, and, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: 
That he surveyed a tract of land for Mr. Robert Hutchinson, now Robert Hutchinson, esq., on the west 
side of St. John’s river, near the mouth of McGirt’s creek, granted him in the year 1814 by the Spanish 
government; and that he is well knowing to Mr. Hutchinson improving the same place for upwards of 
five years; and that he was compelled to leave the place by the invasion of the Indians; also, another 
tract joining the above, granted to him in 1818; and that it was cultivated the same length of time, as 
his improvements were made on both tracts at the same time. 

D. S. H. MILLER. 


Sworn to this 16th day of January, 1824. 


W. G. DAWSON, J. P. 
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Territory oF Frorwa, St. John’s County. 

Personally appeared Charles Hogan, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That he has known 
and been well acquainted with Robert Hutchinson for the last twelve years; that he has also known Robert 
Hutchinson in the year 1815, and cultivated a tract of land on St. John’s river, near McGirt’s creek, of 
150 acres; that, some time after it was surveyed by David S. H. Miller, this deponent further states that 
he was chain-bearer to both tracts of 150 and 350 acres; that at the time of settling and cultivating the 
first grant, granted to said Hutchinson in the year 1814, he, the said Hutchinson, cleared and cultivated 
the same until 1818, (May,) when he obtained a grant for said land of 350 acres, and was soon after 
forced to leave it in consequence of the indians. Deponent further states that the land that the said 
Hutchinson cleared, without the first grant of 150 acres, is in the survey of 350 acres. 

CHARLES HOGAN. 

Sworn to before me. 

EDWARD R. GIBSON, 
Justice of the Peace for St. John’s county. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that the land was conceded to the claimant on condition by Governor Coppinger, 
January 9, 1818, and that he complied with the conditions stipulated in the concession, as proven by the 
depositions of D. S. H. Miller and Charles Hogan; the claimant likewise exhibited a survey of the land. 
In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. June 17, 1824. 


No. 29.—Reporr No, 1.—1824. 
Samuel Worthington vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Samuel Worthington respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of 100 acres, situated on the river St. Mary’s, near Pigeon creek, bounded north 
by lands of your memorialist, south by lands of John Dixon, east by vacant lands, west by river St. Mary’s; 
which title your memorialist derived from a decree of Governor Coppinger to your memorialist, March 
18, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, which, together with a survey of the land, is herewith presented. 
Your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said tract, and was so at the cession; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory. All of which is respectfully 


submitted. 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation ] 


MEMORIAL. 
To his excellency the governor: 

Samuel Worthington, an inhabitant of the river St. Mary’s, to your excellency, respectfully showeth: 
That being desirous of applying himself to the cultivation of the land, and there being vacant one hundred 
acres on the river St. Mary’s, bounded by the lands of John Hogins, he therefore prays that your excel- 
lency will be pleased to grant him the quantity; his family consisting of his wife, a slave of age, and 


himself. Fernandina, February 4, 1817. 
SAMUEL WORTHINGTON. 


DECREE, 


Sr. Aveustine, March 18, 1817. 
Grant to the petitioner the one hundred acres of land in the place which he solicits, without injury to 
a third, and are those his family, himself, and slave, are entitled to, as he has set forth in this petition; 


and for his security let there be given him, from the secretary’s office, a certified cony of the proceedings. 
COPPINGER. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of the army, and secretary of the government of the city of St. 
Augustine and its province of East Florida, by his Majesty: I certify that the foregoing copy is well and 
truly taken from its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the request 
of the party, do sign the present in virtue of the superior decree of this day, made in St. Augustine, 


Florida, March 18, 1817. 
THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation ] 


Don George Clarke, captain of the northern district of Florida, and surveyor gencral of said province, 
appointed by his government: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Samuel Worthington one 
hundred acres of land on the river St. Mary’s, and in the vicinity of Pigeon creek, granted him March 18, 
1817, and are conformable to the following plat and its copy in my possession. Northern district, May 
9, 1818. 


GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


Lands of John Dupon. 
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Lands of Juan Hagins. 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this is a valid Spanish grant, by claimant producing a concession without condition 
made to him by Governor Coppinger, dated March 18, 1817, which land was afterwards surveyed. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the same to claimant and his heirs. June 21. 


Samuel Worthington vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land on Pigeon creek, St. Mary’s river. 


George J. F. Clarke, being duly sworn, states that he has known Samuel Worthington since the year 
1815, and that he has always resided in the Territory; does not know whether he has resided on the tract 
in question. Witness says that he does not think he ever received on any other concession from the 
Spanish government. 

Question by Mr. Macon. Witness says he is unable to say whether the claimant cultivated the tract 
in question. 


No. 30.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Robert Hutchinson vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Robert Hutchinson respectfully showetli: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of one hundred and fifty acres, lying on the west side of St. John’s river, two 
miles north of McGirt’s creek; bounded north by vacant lands, south by lands of your memorialist, east 
by St. John’s river, west by vacant lands, which will be seen by the survey which is herewith presented, 
marked C; which title your memorialist derived from a decree of Governor Estrada, December 6, 1815, 
on a petition of your memorialist, which is herewith presented, by virtue of the royal order of 1790. 
Your memorialist further states that he was in possession until 1818, in December, at which time your 
memorialist was deprived of his possession by an individual who claims the same; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation.] 


Robert Hutchinson, subject of his Catholic Majesty, to your excellency respectfully ghoweth: That to 
the northeast of McGirt’s creek, situated on the north side of St. John’s, there is a quantity of vacant 
land, part of which your memorialist is desirous of cultivating with four slaves above the age of sixteen 
years, which he owns; and not having wherein to employ them in consequence of his not obtaining any 
concession whatever of land on account of his being under the protection of his parents, he thereforg 
prays that your excellency will be pleased to grant him the number of acres which he is entitled to in 
the place pointed out as vacant; for which gift he will remain truly grateful. St. Augustine, Florida, 
December 7, 1815. ROBERT HUTCHINSON. 


Sr. Aveustine, December 7, 1815. 

Let the civil and military commandant of the river St. John’s report as to the conduct of the interested, 
and with certainty of the number of slaves to which he refers in this memorial, that, in consequence 
thereof, I may order what may be convenient. 

ESTRADA. 


To his excellency the governor : 

The individual set forth in the memorial is an inhabitant of the province, and is considered in the 
same as a person of good conduct, without ever having been spoken ill of; he is industrious, and is atten- 
tive to his work. He has, according to the information given me by his father and others, the slaves 
which he sets forth in his petition, which is all I can inform your excellency in virtue of the preceding 
superior decree. St. Nicholas, December 9, 1815. 

THOMAS LLORENTE. 


Sr. Aveustine, December 12, 1815. 


_ _In conformity with the foregoing decree, grant to the interested one hundred and fifty acres of land 
in the place which he solicits, without injury to a third, and are those he is entitled to according to the 
number of persons his family consists of; and for his security let there be given him from the secretary’s 
office the necessary document. 

ESTRADA. 


VOL. Iv-———38 c 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. @. 


Don S. H. Miller, captain of the rural militia of St. John’s river, district of St. Nicholas, and deput 
surveyor, do certify that I did, January 12, 1817, survey for Mr. Robert Hutchinson one hundred and fift 
acres of land lying and being on the west side of St. John’s river, about two miles north of McGirt’s 
creek, as follows: . 


Vacant land. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this is a valid Spanish grant, by claimant producing a concession without condition 
made to him by Governor Estrada, dated December 12, 1815; likewise a survey of the same. In consider- 
ation whereof, we confirm the same to claimant and his heirs. June 21, 1824. 


No. 31.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Francisco P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to nine hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


Zo the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in 
and to a certain tract or parcel of land consisting of nine hundred acres, situated and lying in East 
Florida aforesaid, on the west of the fiyer St. Sebastian, being partly the place known by the name of 
Penman’s Plantation, at a short distance from the city of St. Augustine; that the said tract of nine hun- 
dred acres is made up of what was originally two tracts, one of six hundred, and the other of three 
hundred acres; that the tract of six hundred acres was originally granted to one John Geiger, under the 
royal order of the King of Spain, bearing date October 29, 1790; was surveyed for him August 1, 1816, 
and was confirmed to the said John Geiger July 29, 1817, by a grant thereof, without condition, and in 
absolute property, made by Don José Coppinger, then governor of East Florida, as will more fully and at 
large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said grant now here submitted and filed, and marked 
A; that the aforesaid three hundred acre tract, part of the said nine hundred acre tract, bounding on the 
aforesaid six hundred acre tract, was purchased, March 15, 1820, by the said John Geiger from one 
William Travers, an inhabitant of East Florida, and a Spanish subject, which William Travers was one 
of the heirs of one Thomas Travers, then deceased; that the said Thomas Travers acquired the said tract 
of three hundred acres by devise from one Maria Evans, by her last will and testament, made in the year 
1792, who died in this country shortly after the date of her said will; that the said tract of three hundred 
acres was in the actual occupancy of the said Maria Evans at the time of and long before her death, and 
then and long before having been in cultivation, and in a state of high improvement; that your memorialist 
is unable to set forth or produce the deraignment of title to the said three hundred acres of land, 
but most of the facts herein before alleged in reference thereto will appear or be supported and affirmed 
by the exhibit A, herein before referred to; that, after the purchase as aforesaid of the said three hundred 
acres of land by the said John Geiger, he being desirous to unite and throw into one tract the said three 
hundred acres and the aforesaid six hundred acres formerly and then owned by him, applied to Don José 
Coppinger, then governer of East Florida, for permission so to do, and for an order for the survey of the 
said two tracts of three hundred and six hundred acres as one tract of nine hundred acres, which permis- 
sion was obtained, and a survey of the whole nine hundred, as forming one tract, was made by one Andres 
Burgevin, under the authority of the said Don José Coppinger, on or before September 16, 1820. Your 
memorialist further shows that the said tract of land of nine hundred acres has the following lines and 
dimensions, and had, at the time of the survey thereof, the following boundaries—that is to say: the first 
line runs north 65° east, 60 chains, to a pine marked with three notches; the second line runs from the 
said pine north 37 chains; the third line runs north 65° east; the fourth line runs north 25° west, 54 
chains 80 links; the fifth line runs north 62° west, to a pine marked + ; the sixth line runs north 25° west, 
35 chains, to a pine tree with the same mark; the seventh line runs south 81° west, 60 chains, to another 
pine tree marked with a +; and the eighth line runs south 20° east, 150 chains, to the place of beginning, 
as will more distinctly appear by a reference to the original plat of the survey of the said land, bearing 
date September 16, 1820, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B. And your memorialist 
further shows that the said John Geiger, for a valuable consideration paid to him by your memorialist, 
October 16, 1820, conveyed the said nine hundred acres of land and its appurtenances to your memorialist 
in absolute property, as will fully and at large appear by a certified copy of the conveyance thereof by 
the said John Geiger to your memorialist, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C, reference 
being thereto had; and that the said John Geiger was, at the time the said six hundred acres of land were 
granted to him as aforesaid, and at the time he so purchased the three hundred acres of land as aforesaid, 
and before, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain; and that your 
memorialist was, before and at the time the said nine hundred acres of land were conveyed to him as 
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aforesaid, and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, an inhabitant and settler 
of East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain, and that he has ever continued to be, and now is, an 
inhabitant and settler of the same. Wherefore, he prays confirmation of his title in and to the said land 
and its appurtenances; and he will ever pray, &c., &c. 





FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[ Translation. ] 


Title of property for six hundred acres of land in favor of Don John Geiger, situated on the other side of the 
Jerry , ata place known as Talman’s Plantation. 





Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be laid off for 
them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don John Geiger having presented 
himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were granted him, six hundred acres of 
land situated on the other side of the ferry, at a place known as Talman’s Plantation; which land is known 
and distinguished under the following dimensions: bounded on the north by the Picolata road, on the east 
by vacant pine land, on the south by lands of the negro Philip Embara, and on the west by vacant pine 
land. The first line runs north 30° east, 93 chains; the second line runs south 60° west, 56 chains; the 
third line runs west, 15 chains; the fourth line, north 30° east, 85 chains; and the fifth runs south 60° 
west, 64 chains 50 links, as appears by the measurement and plat made by Don Robert McHardy August 
1, 1816, to whom a commission was given for that purpose, in consequence of there not being a surveyor 
here; and as the said Don John Geiger has complied with the conditions imposed by this government when 
he was granted said land, for the purpose of being entitled to a title of property for having cultivated 
them, built houses thereon, as is proven by the documents which he has presented, and the proof set forth 
in the proceedings which he has instituted, praying there should be given him the corresponding title to 
said land: Wherefore, and in consideration of the other reasons which appear in said proceedings, and by 
what is set forth in the decree of this day in continuation thereof, I have thought proper to grant, and by 
these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said Don John Geiger the above-mentioned six 
hundred acres of land, in absolute property, for himself, his heirs and successors; and in granting him, 
as by these presents I do grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, 
from the right and dominion it held in said land, and I cede and transfer it to the said Don John Geiger, 
his heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and 
enjoy it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and 
appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any manner by right may belong or pertain 
thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it at their will. To all of 
which I interpose my judicial authority as far as possible, and according to law, in compliance with the 
sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 29, 1817. ; 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
JuAN DE Entrareo, Notary of Government, ée. 


Norr.—That to this land there are joined three hundred acres which Don John Geiger purchased from 
Don William Travers in the same place, by deed before me in this archives, March 15 of the present year, 
and, united, forms a tract of nine hundred acres, the measurement and plat of which made by Don Andres 
Burgevin by judicial authority, in the proceedings instituted by the said Geiger on file in the archives 
under my charge, and by decree of this day placed on his memorial, it is ordered that this note be inserted 
as proof. St. Augustine, Florida, October 6, 1820. I attest: 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, 8. B. LZ. C. 


i [Here follows a conveyance by deed of 900 acres of land by John Geiger to claimant, dated October 
, 1820.] 


[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, surveyor appointed by decree of this government, made the 14th instant of 
the present year: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don John Geiger a tract of land contain- 
ing 900 acres, situated about three or four miles to the northwest of this city, and at a place known as 
Penman’s Swamp; and that it may be made known, I sign the accompanying plat in St. Augustine, 
Florida, the 16th of September of the year 1820. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


A copy from the original, to which I refer. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO & BL Ce 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


' We find in this case that six hundred acres were granted to Don John Geiger in absolute property 
by Governor Coppinger, July 27, 1817, who conveyed the same by deed to the claimant. We conceive 
that the title to the six hundred acres aforesaid was proven to be legal; but no proof having been pro- 
duced to this board of the legality of the claim to the three hundred acres, we therefore only confirm the 
six hundred acres to claimant and his heirs. July 8, 1824. 


No. 32.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
John Christopher vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and fifty-eight and a half acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Christopher respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land on the north side and near the river St. John’s, known by the name of San Carlos, containing 
three hundred and fifty-eight and a half acres; first line runs north 18° west, from a stake on the bank of 
a creek, 40 chains, to a pine tree; second line, thence south 72° west to a pine tree; third line, thence 
south 18° east to a pine on the banks of said creek, forty chains, fronting on said creek; which title your 
memorialist derived by a royal grant made by Governor White to Spicer Christopher, deceased, April 8, 
1819, which is herewith presented. Your memorialist further states that he is in actual possession of 
said land, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of 
the Territory of Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation. } 
Title in favor of Don Spicer Christopher of the plantation called San Carlos. 


Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor, and chief of the royal finance 
and its province, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be laid off for 
them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don Spicer Christopher having 
presented himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were granted, measured, and 
delivered him, ten caballerias and twenty-five acres of land on the plantation called San Carlos, being the 
complement of what- he was entitled to according to the number of his family, which he made known 
under oath; which land is known and distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: the 
first line runs north 18° west, 40 chains, commences at a stake marked with a cross, on the margin of a 
marsh, and ends at a pine with the same mark; the second line runs south 72° west, 90 chains, begins at 
said pine, and ends at another with the same mark; the third runs south 18° east, 40 chains, begins at 
said pine, and ends at another with the same mark of the cross, on the banks of the Newcomb creek; its 
front runs along the banks of said creek, as appears by the certificate given by Captain Don Pedro 
Marrot, commissioned judge for said partition and measurement of lands, dated April 28, 1792, with its 
corresponding plat, signed by Don Samuel Eastlake, who was surveyor at said measurement, which 
certificate and plat are on file in the archives of the present notary; and as no title whatever had been 
given him for the security and evidence of his right to the said land in the form it had been executed to 
others, that more than the ten years of uninterrupted possession have elapsed to obtain said lands in fee 
simple, built houses thereon, cultivated the same, and finally complied with all the other conditions 
established by the government for the donations and concessions of this nature, as is seen in the title 
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iven to other settlers, and made known in the proceedings instituted by Don Santos Rodriguez, as 
attorney in fact of Don Spicer Christopher, praying that there should be granted in favor of the latter the 
necessary title of the land which he has measured and laid off, and of which he is in possession. Where- 
fore, and in consideration thereof, I have granted, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his 
Majesty and his royal justice, which I administer, to the aforesaid Don Spicer Christopher the said ten 
caballerias and twenty-five acres of land which the said plantation consists of, for himself, his heirs and 
successors, in absoiute property; and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the corre- 
sponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it held in said 
Jand; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Spicer Christopher, his heirs and successors, that, in 
consequence thereof, they may enjoy it free from any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, 
outlets, uses, customs, rights and appurtenances, and all and in general which hath, doth, or in any 
manner by right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, and transfer 
and alien it at their will. ‘T’o all of which I interpose my authority as far as possible, and according to 
Jaw, in compliance with the sovereign will. 
Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned’ notary of his Majesty of government 
and royal finance, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, April 8, 1809. 
ENRIQUE WHITE. 





By order of his excellency: 
Josk& pE Zusizaretra, Notary of Government. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used. St. Augustine, Florida, February 28, 1818. 


[u. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc. 
Extract from the will of Spicer Christopher, deceased, dated February 12, 1806. 


My landed property to be partitioned in the following manner: To my son John my plantation on the 
river St. John’s, called &e. 





DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant exhibited to the board a royal title made to his father by Governor White, dated April 
8, 1809, for the land in question, which land was afterwards bequeathed to him by Spicer Christopher, his 
father aforesaid. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. July 7, 1824. 


No. 33.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and forty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in and 
to a certain tract or parcel of land consisting of three hundred and forty-five acres, situated and lying in 
East Florida aforesaid, on the river St. John’s, at a place called the Ship Yard, distant about half a mile 
from San Vincent Ferrer, having the following lines and dimensions, and, at the time of the survey thereof, 
having had the following boundaries-—that is to say: the first line begins at a live oak and runs south 60° 
east, 61 chains, to a pine tree, and was bounded by lands of Andres Atkinson; the second line runs 
from the said pine tree south 30° west, 57} chains, to a stake; the third line runs from the said 
stake north 60° west, 61 chains, to a stake; and the fourth line runs from the said stake to the place of 
beginning, and is bounded by the river St. John’s, as will more fully and distinctly appear by 
a reference to the original plat of the survey of the said land by George J. F. Clarke, then surveyor 
general of East Florida, bearing date September 4, 1820, herewith submitted and filed, and marked 
exhibit A. Your memorialist further shows that the said tract of land was originally granted, 
on May 28, 1816, to one John Rafo, in absolute property, by Don José Coppinger, then the governor 
of East Florida, under the authority and in virtue of a royal order of the King of Spain of March 
29, 1815, as will more fully and at large appear by reference to a certified copy of the said grant now 
here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B; that afterwards, to wit, some time in the year 1817, the 
said John Rafo died considerably indebted to one Pedro Miranda; that authority was given by the 
government of East Florida to the said Pedro Miranda, on June 11, 1818, to make sale of the said tract 
of land for the payment of the debt due by the said John Rafo to the said Pedro Miranda, and that, in 
virtue of the said authority, the said Pedro Miranda sold and conveyed the said land to Tomas de Aguilar 
on July 2, 1820, as will appear by a reference to a certified copy of conveyance from the said Pedro 
Miranda to the said Tomas de Aguilar of the said land, now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit 
C; and that the said Tomas de Aguilar afterwards, that is to say, on January 11, 1821, for a valuable 
consideration paid to him by your memorialist, conveyed, according to the formalities required by the 
Spanish law, the said tract of land to your memorialist in full and absolute property, which will fully and 
at large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said conveyance from the said Tomas de Aguilar 
of the said land to your memorialist, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit D. And your 
memorialist further avers and shows that the said John Rafo was, before and at the time the said land 
was granted to him as aforesaid, an inhabitant and actual settler of East Florida, and a subject of the 
King of Spain; and that your memorialist was, before and at the time the said land was so conveyed to him 
as aforesaid, and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, an inhabitant and 
actual settler of East Florida, and a subject of the said King of Spain; and that he has ever since the 
said cession continued to be, and is now, an inhabitant and actual settler of East Florida. Wherefore, 
your memorialist prays a confirmation of his title in and to the said tract of land and its appurtenances, 
agreeably to the acts of Congress in such cases made and provided. And he will, as in duty, &c. 

FRANCO. P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 
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[Translation. ] 


Title of property in favor of Don Juan Rafo for three hundred and forty-five acres of land, on the bank of 
the river St. John’s, at a place called Ship Yard. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal finance of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both of the line as well as militia of this province, who contributed to its defence at the time of the 
rebellion, being one of said rewards the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family each 
individual may have; that Don Juan Rafo, a militiaman, having presented himself, making known hig 
services in said defence, and soliciting the corresponding quantity for himself, his family, and slaves, there 
were granted him three hundred and forty-five acres of land on the south bank of the river St. John’s, in 
the vacant place called “Ship Yard,” half a mile distant from St. Vincent Ferrer, bounded on the west 
by those granted in said place to Don Ramon Sanchez, on the north by the banks of said river, and on the 
south and east by vacant lands; all conformable to the regulations established by this government for 
the distribution of lands, and to the number of persons and slaves which he has manifested that his said 
family consists of, and, by what has been ordered by my decree of this day, placed on the proceedings 
instituted by the said Don Juan Rafo on file in the government notary’s office: Wherefore, I have thought 
proper to grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don Juan Rafo the above- 
mentioned three hundred and forty-five acres of land, without injury to a third, in the place already pointed 
out, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting him, as by these presents 
I do grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and 
dominion it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Juan Rafo, his heirs and 
successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it without any 
encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, which 
it has or may have, and of right may belong or pertain thereto; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, 
transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my authority as far as I 
can, and by right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 


in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, May 28, 1816. 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
JvuAN DE Entrateo, &c. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


PROCEEDING AUTHORIZING SALE BY MIRANDA. 


Sr. Aueustine, June 11, 1818. 


Having seen, and as, from the documents presented by Don Pedro Miranda, it is manifest that in the 
dissolution of the company which he had with his cousin Don Juan Rafo there resulted a balance in his 
favor of two hundred and eighty-eight dollars, and being known that Rafo did not leave other property 
by which his creditor could be paid but the three hundred and forty-five acres of land which this govern- 
ment granted, as appears by the title of dominion which was expedited to him for that purpose: 
wherefore, the said Miranda is authorized that he may proceed to the sale of the said lands, with the 
charge of responsibility that offers of forwarding the amount of surplus to his heirs, making the most 
active search to find out their abode ' 


COPPINGER. 
SAAVEDRA. 
Fees, seventeen reals. 
Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
: F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


[Here follows a conveyance by deed from Pedro Miranda to Tomas de Aguilar for the three hundred 
and forty-five acres of land, dated July 2, 1820; also, a conveyance by deed from Tomas de Aguilar to 
claimant for the same, dated January 11, 1821.] 


[Translation. } 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, appointed 
by the government of the same city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for the 
heirs of Don Juan Rafo three hundred and forty-five acres of land on the south side of the river St. John’s, 
being part of the land called “Ship Yard,” which were granted to said Rafo by the government in absolute 
property on the 28th of May of the year 1816, and are in all parts conformable to the following plat and 
its copy in the book of surveys under my charge. District of St. Mary’s, September 4, 1820. 


I certify the foregoing to be.a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
¥, J. FATIO, S B OL. C. 
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Pine. 2d line. South 30° West, 574 chains. 


Lands of Don Andres Atkinson. 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 
The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, and confirmed it to claimant. 
No. 34.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Todd’s legatees, by George Atkinson, executor, vs. The United States. Claim to six hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The petition of George Atkinson, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of six hundred acres, situated at New Smyrna, bounded on the east by 
marshes, on the north by lands of William Williams, on the south by lands of Robert McHardy, on the west 
by vacant lands, as per plat marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Lindsay 
Todd, July 1, 1815, by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who having died, 
your memorialist claims it as executor. And your memorialist further showeth that, at the exchange of 
flags, the estate of Todd was, and now is, legally seized and possessed of said lands; that L Todd was a 
citizen of the province of Florida and resident of said province. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

GEO. ATKINSON, Executor of Lindsay Todd, Eszq., 
By GEO. GIBBS, Altorney in fact. 


(Translation. ] 


MEMORIAL. 


Sr. Aueustine, July 20, 1803, 


Lindsay Todd, a new settler, admitted under the protection of his Catholic Majesty, with due respect 
states to your excellency that he has determined to establish himself in Musquitos to cultivate those 
lands, at a place called New Smyrna, the survey of which ought to begin where the land petitioned for 
by William Williams terminates; and for that purpose he solicits of your excellency to be pleased to 
grant him there six hundred acres, corresponding to the number of negroes he possesses, which favor he 


will be grateful to your excellency. 
LINDSAY TODD. 
Sefior Governor. 


Sr. Avaustineg, July 20, 1823. 


Let the commandant of engineers report. 
WHITE. 


Being informed of the memorial, and in obedience to the foregoing decree, I communicate to your 
excellency that the cultivation of the lands solicited for by the petitioner in the place which he names will 
not obstruct the defence of the province as respects the department of fortification; you may grant him 
the number of acres your excellency may judge fit, which is all that I can report to your excellency, that 


you may determine according to your pleasure. St. Augustine, July 21, 1803. 
NICOLAS BARIDO. 


Sr. Aveustine, July 21, 1803. 


Let this party have granted to him the lands which he solicits, without injury to a third person, and 
until the corresponding quantity of lands be measured to him in proportion to the number of workers 
whom he may have for its cultivation, it being well understood that he ought to take possession of said 
lands within the term of six months. 

WHITE. 


A certificate was given. 
PIERRA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of public archives of St. Augustine. 


F. J. FATIO, & B. L. C. 
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[Translation. ] 


In virtue of the commission granted me by Don Henry White, political and military governor of thig 
province, on the 7th day of October, in the year 1803, I certify that I have measured and marked off the 
boundaries for Don Lindsay Todd of a piece of land which contains six hundred acres of land, situated jn 
the territory of Musquitos, bounded on the east by marshes, on the north by the lands of Don William 
Williams, on the south by the lands of Don Robert McHardy, and on the west by vacant lands, the figure 
and dimensions of which are what the preceding plan points out; and for its confirmation I sign it at St. 


Augustine, Florida, December 19, 1803. 
JOHN PURCELL. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 








South 60° West, 181 chains 50 links. 


[Here follows a royal title in confirmation of the concession made by Governor White to Lindsay 
Todd of the six hundred acres, signed by Governor Estrada, and dated July 1, 1815.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


George Atkinson, executor for the legatees of Lindsay Todd, deceased, in their behalf produced in 
evidence a concession for the land from Governor White, dated July 21, 1803; also a survey of the same, 
and also a confirmation by royal title, bearing date July 1, 1815. ; In consideration whereof, we confirm 
to the legatees and their representatives the land in question. July 12, 1824. 


No. 35.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Todd’s legatees, by George Atkinson, executor, vs. The United States. Claim to three hundred and ninety 
acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Atkinson, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred and ninety acres, situated on Cedar creek, on 
the St. John’s river, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, as follows: First line runs south 45° west, 60 
chains; second line runs north 45° west, 65 chains; third line runs north 45° east, 60 chains; fourth line, 
bounded by Cedar creek on the east, as per plat marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to Lindsay Todd, February 11, 1817, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
March 29, 1815, who having died, your memorialist claims as executor. And your memorialist further 
showeth that, at the exchange of flags, the estate of Todd was, and now is, legally seized and possessed 
of said lands; that L. ‘Todd was a citizen of the province of Florida and resident of said province. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE ATKINSON, Executor of Lindsay Todd, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Translation. ] 


MEMORIAL. 


Lindsay Todd, an inhabitant and planter on the river St. John’s, in this province, with due respect 
states to your excellency that, in consequence of the provision of the decree of the 19th February of the 
year last past, he presents proof of the services he has performed as a militiaman at the time of the 
insurrection of this said province, accredited by the report of the lieutenant of the regiment of Cuba, 
Don Christoval Bravo, and by the certificate of the captain of said militia, Don Andrew Atkinson; in 
attention to which, and having delayed the exhibition of said documents, from not having met until now 
with vacant lands, he prays your excellency to be pleased to grant him the number of acres which 
correspond to him, to the west of the eastern creek which forms McGirt’s creek, and is known by the 
name of Cedar creek, beginning two hundred yards above a great cypress, which is in the middle of said 
creek. The first line runs west to Kingsley’s road; the second runs south by said road unto the said 
creek, running along that until the quantity is completed; which favor he hopes from the justice of your 
excellency. St. Augustine, Florida, February 10, 1817. 

LINDSAY TODD. 


Sefior Governor. 
Sr. Aveustine, February 11, 1817. 


The documents referred to being presented, and in virtue of them, let there be granted to the 
petitioner three hundred and ninety acres of land, which is the quantity corresponding to the number of 
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slaves in the list exhibited, for which a title of property shall be expedited to him in the place pointed 
out, without prejudice to a third person, in virtue of the royal order upon which it is founded. 
COPPINGER. 





I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation.] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, nomi- 
nated by the governor of the said place and province: I certify that I have measured and marked off for 
Don Lindsay Todd three hundred and ninety acres of land in the place named Cedar creek, on the waters 
of the St. John’s, which were granted to him by the government in absolute property, agreeably to the 
document of title which the interested has exhibited to me, and which he preserves himself, which land is, 
in its circumstances, conformable to the following plan, and the copy of it preserved in the book of surveys 
in my charge. Fernandina, Amelia island, April 21, 1817. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Here follows a royal title in confirmation of the concession made to Lindsay Todd of the three 
hundred and ninety acres, signed by Governor Coppinger, and dated February 11, 1817.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, and confirmed it to claimant. 


No. 36.—ReEport No. 1.—1824. 


Thomas Travers’ heirs vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Travers, for the heirs of Thomas Travers, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred and twenty-five acres, situated on 
St. John’s river, at a place called St. Patricio, bounded north and south by St. John’s river, and on other 
sides by a marsh. A certificate of survey is in the office of the keeper of the public archives, made by 
Marrot, which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to the said Thomas Travers by Governor 
White, in virtue of the royal order 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands; that he resides in St. Augustine, and did so at the change of flags in 1821. 

GEO. MURRAY, 
For TRAVERS. 


[Translation. ] 


Title in favor of the children and heirs of the deceased, Don Thomas Travers, of the plantation named St. 
Patrick. 


Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor of this city of St. Augustine 
of Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and both Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
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of their own free will, offer themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands shall be granted anq 
surveyed gratis, in proportion to the workers which each family may have; that Don Thomas Travers 
having offered himself, he solicited, and there were granted, measured, and delivered to him, three 
caballerias and twenty-five acres of land at the plantation named St. Patrick, in part of what he is 
entitled to in proportion to his family, which he declared under oath, which land was known and dig. 
tinguished under the following dimensions and boundaries: It runs north and south with the river §¢, 
John’s, and, from the oblique course which the said river runs, forms an island with an impassable marsh, 
which is in the rear; the greater part of the front of the said lands runs on the bank of the said river, 
and the other part runs on that of the said marsh, forming at both sides an irregular figure, as results 
from the certificate given by Don Pedro Marrot, judge commissioned for said distribution and survey of 
lands, dated November 18, 1792, and a corresponding plat authenticated by Don Juan Samuel Eastlake, 
who was the surveyor at said survey; and as no title has been issued to him for the security and confirma. 
tion of his dominion to the said lands in the form in which it has been executed to others, that they haye 
already passed more than ten years of uninterrupted possession, erected buildings on them, cultivated, 
and finally complied with the other conditions established by the government for concessions and grants 
of this nature, seen in the titles delivered to other settlers, as appears by the proceeding moved by Don 
William Lawrence, in the name of his wife, Donna Ana Travers, and by the representation which he made 
as guardian or curator of Donna Maria, William, and Margaret, all legitimate children and heirs of the 
above-mentioned Don Thomas Travers, deceased, he moved, soliciting that a title should be issued in 
favor of the said heirs, corresponding to the land which is measured and laid off, and of which they are 
in possession: Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, I have granted, as in the name of his 
Majesty, and of his royal justice, which I administer, I do grant, unto the said children and heirs of the 
said Travers, deceased, the said caballerias of land of which the said plantation consists, for themselves 
and their successors, in absolute property; and to expedite to them, as by these presents I do, the cor- 
responding title, whereby I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said lands, 
and I cede and transfer it to the children and heirs of the deceased Travers, and his successors, that, in 
consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, 
with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has had, has, and in fact and 
law belong and appertain to it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, exchange, and alien it as may best 
suit them. In all which I interpose my authority as I can, and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign 
will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of his Majesty and of govern- 
ment and the royal domain, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, September 28, 1808. 

ENRIQUE WHITE. 
By command of his excellency: 
José pe Zupizarretta, Government Notary. 


This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives in my charge; and, at the request of 
the children and heirs of Thomas Travers, deceased, I sign and seal this present copy on two leaves of 


common paper, the stamped not being used. St. Augustine, Florida, October 4, 1808. 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARRETTA, éc. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant, by claimants exhibiting a royal title of absolute 
property by Governor White, dated September 28, 1808, to the children and heirs of Thomas Travers, 
deceased. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to them. July 13, 1824. 


No. 37.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Antonio Hindsman vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Antonio Hindsman showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land 
consisting of two hundred and forty acres, situated on the west of the North river, at a place called 
Aragues, bounded as follows: The first line runs south 2 degrees east, 30 chains; second line runs south 
39 degrees west, 42 chains; third line runs north 85 degrees west, 45 chains; fourth line runs north 69 
degrees east, 21 chains; fifth line runs north 40 degrees east, 25 chains, as will appear more fully by the 
original survey of Don Pedro Marrot in the public archives, which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to your memorialist September 1, 1819, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order 
of October 29, 1790. The said lands were granted and delivered to your memorialist May 30, 1793, as 
will appear by title marked A. And your memorialist further showeth that, for thirty-nine years past, he 
has been in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of this 
Territory. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

ANTHONY HINDSMAN. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Charles Howard, captain of grenadiers of the third battalion of the infantry regiment of Cuba, 
and secretary of this government for his Majesty, &c.: I certify that, on a memorial presented by Anthony 
Hindsman, under date of the 8th ultimo, soliciting the confirmation of the land called Aragues, which he 
occupies, eight miles to the north of this city, the following decree was yesterday placed thereon: 
“Agreeably to his request, with the condition that, for the present, and that the memorialist must conform 
himself to those which his Majesty may have established in the instructions which are expected for his 
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new subjects, in which case the lands which he enjoys at present will be confirmed to him.”—Quesada. 
And that it may be made known, I give the present in St. Augustine, Florida, October 9, 1790. 
' CARLOS HOWARD. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


(Translation. ] 


Don Pedro Marrot, captain of the 3d battalion of the infantry regiment cf Cuba, and commissioned 
judge by his excellency the governor and commander-in-chief of this province of East Florida, for the 
measurement of lands ordered to be distributed by command of his Majesty, &c.: I certify that on the 
plantation called Aragues there has been measured and delivered seven caballerias and seven acres of 
land (which is part of those which he is entitled to) to the inhabitant Anthony Hindsman, whose family, 
under oath which he has taken, consists of the husband, wife, four children, and one negro slave: The 
first line runs south 2 degrees west, commences at an oak marked with a cross at the edge of a marsh of 
the North river, and ends at a pine with the same mark, its measurement being 30 chains; the second 
runs south 39 degrees west, commences at said pine, and ends at another with the same mark, its measure- 
ment being 42 chains; the third runs north 85 degrees west, begins at the last-mentioned pine, and ends 
at another with the same mark, measuring 45 chains; the fourth runs north 69 degrees east, begins at 
said pine, and ends at a laurel with the same mark of the cross; its measurement consists of 21 chains; 
the fifth runs north 40 degrees east, commences at the aforementioned laurel, and concludes at a pine 
with the same mark, on the edge of a marsh of a small creek which enters from the North river, its 
measurement being 25 chains; its front runs along the said small creek; all, according to the orders which 
I have, the surveyor, Don Josias Dupont, signed with me, and the interested not knowing how to make 
the mark of a cross; and that it may be made known, and may serve for the information of the govern- 
ment secretary’s office, where the interested must apply for his respective title, I give the present in 


Aragues, on the North river, May 30, 1793. 
JOSIAH DUPONT. 
PEDRO MARROT. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited in evidence a concession from Governor Quesada, dated October 
9, 1790, for the lands claimed, and a survey thereof by Pedro Marrot, dated May 30,1793. The said 
survey contains 240 acres. It being proved to the satisfaction of the board that the claimant has con- 
tinued in possession of the land since the time of the concession up to the present period, they order that 
the title be confirmed to the said Anthony Hindsman, so far as the United States have any interest in it. 


August 26, 1824. 


No. 38.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Philip Weadman vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and Jifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Philip Weadman showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land con- 
sisting of 150 acres, situated on the road to Picolata, twelve miles north of the city of St. Augustine, 
bounded as follows: north, south, east, and west, by vacant lands. The first line runs north 55° west, 20 
chains; second line runs south 35° west, 33 chains; third line runs south 55° wést, 40 chains, as will 
appear more fully by the survey of Don Andres Burgevin, which is in the public archives; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist July 5, 1815, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue 
of the royal order of March 29, 1815, as will appear by title marked A. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is now in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of this Territory. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

PHILIP WEADMAN, 


By his agent, JOSEPH LOUZEES. 


Translation. ] 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of the army and secretary of government of the city of St. Augus- 
tine and province of East Florida: I certify that on a memorial presented by Philip Weadman, soliciting 
a grant of four hundred acres of land in the territory of the river St. John’s, bounded on the east by a 
creek called Turnbull, on the south by the road going to Picolata, on the north and east by vacant lands, 
the following decree was passed thereon: “St. Augustine, July 5, 1815. Grant to the interested one 
hundred and fifty acres of land in the place which he solicits, without injury to a third, which are those 
he is entitled to for the present, according to the number of his family, and for which purpose let there 
be given him from the secretary’s office the necessary certificate. Estrada.” And that it may serve as @ 


security to the interested, I give the present in St. Augustine, Florida, July 5, 1815. 
THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, 8. B. L. C. 
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[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, as surveyor appointed by decree of this government, and made the 14th instant 
in favor of the interested: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don Philip Weadman a tract of 
land containing one hundred and fifty acres, situated on the Picolata road, about twelve miles from this 
city, and being in its other circumstances conformable to the following plat; that it may be made known, 
I give the present which I sign in St. Augustine, Florida, April 28, 1819. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN, 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a certified copy of a concession from the office of the keeper of 
the public archives, made to him by Governor Estrada July 5, 1815, for one hundred and fifty acres of 
land, as described in his memorial for headrights, in conformity with the Spanish laws and regulations, 
The said land is therefore confirmed to the claimant, as far as the United States are interested. August 


26, 1824. 
No. 39.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
James Hall vs. The United States. Claim for seven hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of James Hall showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of seven hundred and seventy-five acres, situated near Julington creek, on the river St. John’s, a part of 
said tract lying between Dauven and Durben creeks, on said Julington, bounded as follows: beginning at 
a pine, and running thence N. 30° W., 60 chains, to another pine; thence N. 60° E., 45 chains, to another 
pine; thence S. 75° E., 60 chains, to a gum; thence S. 45° W., 64 chains, to a cypress; thence N. 75° W., 
40 chains, to a pine; thence N. 60° W., 45 chains, to the beginning; as appears by a plat of survey of the 
same herewith filed, dated July 21, 1819, made by George J. F. Clarke, and marked A; which title your 
memorialist derives from a concession made to your memorialist by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the 
royal order of the Spanish government dated October 29, 1790, an official copy of which concession is 
herewith filed, as exhibit B, dated January 8, 1818. And your memorialist further showeth that he is 
legally in possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of East Florida and resident of St. John’s county, 
and has been ever since the cession of the Floridas to the United States by Spain. All of which is 


respectfully submitted. 
JAMES HALL. 


(Translation. | 
MEMORIAL. 


Sr. Aueustine, January 8, 1818. 


Don James Hall, inhabitant of this province, to your excellency with due respect states: That he 
intends dedicating himself to the rearing of stock and the cutting of timber in this said province; for which 
purpose he has chosen a piece of vacant pine land, containing five hundred acres, near Julington creck, on 
the river St. John’s; and as, for the purpose of attending strictly to the said rearing of stock, he must be 
in the neighborhood thereof, he is desirous of establishing and cultivating a portion of the swamp lying 
between the creeks called Dauven and Durben, on the said Julington; which quantity of acres that may 
appertain to me according to my family and slaves, seen in the annexed list, with the five hundred which 
he has set forth for said rearing of stock, he prays and supplicates your excellency to grant him, in the 
form it has been done to others of his class: a gift he hopes to obtain from the justice of your excellency. 

JAMES HALL. 


The GoveERNor. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 8, 1818. 
Grant to the interested seven hundred and seventy-five acres of land, in the places pointed out, for 
himself and slaves, without injury to a third, and for his security let a certified copy of this memorial 
and decree be given him from the secretary’s office. 
COPPINGER. 


Don Thomas de Aguilar, ensign of infantry and secretary of this government for his Majesty: I 
certify that the preceding copy is faithfully taken from the original on file in this office under my charge; 


and, in virtue of what is ordered, I give the present in St. Augustine, Florida, January 8, 1818. 
THOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, captain of the northern district of East Florida and surveyor general of the 
province, by commission of his government: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don James 
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Hall seven hundred and seventy-five acres of land at the place called the principal branch of Durbin’s 
swamp, and below the big bend of said swamp, which were granted him by the government, and conform- 
able in its circumstances to the following plat and its copy kept by me. District of St. Mary’s, July 21, 


9, 
181 GEO. J. F. CLARKE. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO. 


Cypress. 
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Pine. Cypress. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a certified copy of concession by Governor Coppinger, dated 
January 8, 1818, for the land as described in his memorial, and a survey thereof by G. J. F. Clarke. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. August 27, 1824. 


No. 40.—Rerort No. 1.—1824. 
Eleazer Waterman’s heirs vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Sarah Waterman, widow, in behalf of herself and heirs of Eleazer Waterman, showeth: 
That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of 175 acres, bounded on the north by 
Bell’s river, on the south by lands of Guillermo Carney, on the northwest by lands of Joseph Howell, and 
on the other side by land vacant, as appears by the plat thereof, annexed and marked A, dated February 
4,1815, and surveyed by George J. F. Clarke; which title your memorialist, in behalf as aforesaid, derives 
from a royal grant made to the said E. Waterman by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
October 29, 1790, and bears date February 22, 1816, and marked exhibit B. And your memorialist, in 
behalf as aforesaid, further showeth that she is in actual possession of said lands; that she is a citizen 
of the United States and resident of Florida. All which is respectfully submitted. 

ARCHIBALD CLARKE, Attorney for executrix and heirs of Eleazer Waterman. 


[ Translation. ] 
Title of property. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


- 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, among” other things, that to those foreigners 
who, of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should be measured 
off for them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don Eleazer Waterman 
having presented himself as one of them, he solicited of the government, and there were granted him, 
under date of August 9, 1804, 175 acres of land on an old plantation situated on the river St. Mary’s, 
known by the name of Joly, which runs north to the creek which divides the lands of Richard Carney; 
which land is distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: The first line runs south 39° 
west, measuring 70 chains, begins at a stake near a creek which runs into Bell’s river, and ends at a pine; 
the second line runs north 51° west, begins at said pine and ends at another, its measurement consisting 
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of 33 chains; the third line runs north 39° east, commences at said pine and ends at another on the banks 
of Bell’s river, its measurement consisting of 36 chains; which land is bounded on the south by those of 
William Carney, on the west by vacant lands, on the north by lands of John Howell, and on the east by 
Bell’s river, as appears by the certificate given by the surveyor general appointed by this government 
Don George Clarke, under date of February 4, 1816, with the corresponding plat, which he has signed in 
continuation of the same. And as no title whatever has been given him for the security and evidence of 
his dominion to the said land in the form it has been executed to others, to obtain the useful and direct 
dominion to the said lands; that he has built houses thereon, cultivated them, and finally complied with 
all the other conditions which the government established for the gifts of concessions of this nature, to 
be seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set forth in the proceedings instituted by the interested, 
praying there should be granted him the corresponding one for the land he is in possession: Wherefore, 
and in consideration thereof, I have thought proper to grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to 
the said Don Eleazer Waterman, the 175 acres of land in absolute property, for himself, his heirs, and 
successors; and in granting him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which I separate 
the royal domain from the right and dominion which it had to said land; and I cede and transfer it to the 
said Waterman, his heirs, and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, 
use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, 
and services, which it has had, has, and in fact and law belong or appertain to it; and, being their will, 
may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them; to all of which I interpose my authority 
as far as I can, and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 


in the said city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 22, 1816. ‘ 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entrateo, Notary of Government, &c. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and, at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present testimonial on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not 


being used. St. Augustine, Florida, February 22, 1816. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S&S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general 
by appointment of his government: I certify that at the request of Don Eleazer Waterman, an inhabitant 
and planter of this province, I have measured and laid off for him 175 acres of land, which were granted 
him by this government, in a place known by the name of Waterman’s Bluff, on Bell’s river, which com- 
municates with that of St. Mary’s, and is in figure and measurement conformable to the following plat 


and its copy kept by me in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, February 4, 1816. 
G. J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. Z. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants produced in this case a royal title from Governor Coppinger, made February 22, 1816, 
to Eleazer Waterman, deceased, under whom they claim as heirs at law. This being a case which, in the 
opinion of the board, would have been considered and deemed valid had Florida remained a Spanish 
province, they confirm to the claimants the 175 acres described in their memorial, so far as the United States 


have any interest. August 27, 1824. 
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No. 41.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Eleazer Waterman’s heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred and seventy acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of S. Waterman, widow, on behalf of herself and the heirs of said estate, showeth: 
That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land containing 270 acres, situated on McQueen’s swamp, 
near the river St. Mary’s, bounded on all sides by vacant land at the time of the survey, as will appear 
by reference to the plat thereof hereto annexed, and marked A. First line begins at a pine and runs 
thence north 45° east, 20 chains, to another pine; thence north 60° east, 30 chains, to a pine; thence east, 25 
chains, to a pine; thence south 50° east, 25 chains, to a pine; thence south 50° west, 25 chains, to a pine; 
thence south 85° west, 40 chains, to a sweet gum; thence north 45° west, 15 chains, to the beginning; 
which survey was made March 20, 1816, by George J. F. Clarke; which title your memorialist derives in 
behalf of said estate, as aforesaid, from a concession made to the said Eleazer Waterman, by Governor 
Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, and bears date February 17, 1816, and here- 
with filed and marked B. And your memorialist further showeth that she is (in behalf of herself and heirs 
aforesaid) in actual possession of said lands; that she is a citizen of the United States and resident of 


Florida. 
ARCH’D CLARKE, Attorney for executrix and heirs of E. Waterman. 


[Here follows a translation of the concession made by Governor Coppinger, of the 270 acres to 
Eleazer Waterman, dated February 17, 1816, certified by the secretary of the government. ] 
[Here follows the plat of the 270 acres, made by G. J. F. Clarke, dated March 20, 1816.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants in this case exhibited a certified copy of a concession made to Eleazer Waterman’s 
heirs by Governor Coppinger, dated February 17, 1816; also, a survey thereof. This claim being deemed 
a valid one by the board, they therefore confirm the same to the claimants. August 26, 1824. 


No. 42.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Andrew R. Govan vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 
® 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Andrew R. Govan respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land containing 600 acres, and known by the name of the Orange Grove, situated, lying, and being, 
on the east side of St. John’s river, and near the Buena Vista; which land is bounded on the south by the 
road called the Indian’s road, on the north by vacant lands, on the east by vacant lands, and on the west 
by St. John’s river; which land your memorialist claims by virtue of a grant made to Thomas de Aguilar, 
by Governor Coppinger, May 10, 1817, and which was confirmed by a royal title June 4, 1817; and which 
land was conveyed to Francis P. Sanchez June 14, 1820; all which matters, as are herebefore stated, may 
be fully seen on reference to the documents filed in the office of the public archives in the city of St. 
Augustine. And your memorialist would further represent that the said Francis P. Sanchez, having held 
the said land in trust for your memorialist, did, August 10, 1821, convey by deed the said land to your 
memorialist, as may be seen on reference to the records of St. John’s county; and your memorialist would 
further represent that he is a citizen of the United States and an inhabitant of the State of South Carolina. 
And your memorialist prays that your honorable board will confirm to him his claim to the aforementioned 


tract of land. 
ANDREW R. GOVAN, 
By his agent, EDWARD R. GIBSON. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the six hundred acres made by Governor Coppinger 
to Thomas de Aguilar, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, dated June 4, 1817.] 

[Here follows the certificate of survey by G. J. F. Clarke, dated April 15, 1818.] 

[Here follows the plat of the six hundred acres. ] 

[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Francis P. Sanchez to claimant, dated August 13, 1821.] 

| Here follows an abstract from the keeper of the public archives, showing a conveyance from Thomas 
de Aguilar to Francis P. Sanchez, dated July 15, 1824.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD, 
The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to claimant. 
No. 43.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
McDowell & Black vs. The United States. Claim to four hundred and ninety acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain titles and claims to lands in East Florida: 


_ The memorial of Andrew McDowell & Alexander Black respectfully showeth: That your memorialists 
claim title in and to a certain tract or parcel of land, consisting of 490 acres, situated and being in East 
Florida aforesaid; that the said tract or parcel of land was originally granted to Andres Burgevin, on 
December 11, 1817, by Don José Coppinger, then the governor of East Florida, under and in virtue of the 
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order of the King of Spain, bearing date October 29, 1790, as will fully and at large appear by a reference 
to the certified copy of the said grant or decree herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A. That 
on January 5, 1818, the said Andres Burgevin obtained an order for the survey of the said land, a certifieg 
copy whereof is now submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B. That, in virtue of the said order, the 
said land was surveyed by Robert McHardy, as will appear by the original plat thereof, bearing date 
March 27, 1818, now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C. That the tract of land is situateq 
on a creek to the east of the river St. John’s, at a place called Little Orange Grove, and to the south of 
the old Indian road Chocochati, and on the eastern bank of the river St. John’s and Little lake, about eight 
or ten miles above Lake George, and has the following lines and dimensions, that is to say: the first line 
begins at a cypress tree marked B, and runs north 70°, 50 chains, to a pine marked B; the second line rung 
thence south 30° east, 20 chains; the third line runs south 80 chains, to a palmetto marked with a cross; the 
fourth line runs along the edge of the marsh of Spring Garden creek, or lagoon; and the fifth line rung 
along the bank of the Little lake and the river St. John’s, to the place of beginning, and is bounded by the 
waters on the west, as will more distinctly appear by a reference to the plat of the said land set forth ip 
exhibit C. That the said Andres Burgevin, upon the concession of the said land to him, took immediate 
possession thereof, and cultivated and improved it; that on April 24, 1819, his title to the said land was 
confirmed by an absolute grant thereof to the said Andres Burgevin, made by Don José Coppinger, then 
the governor of East Florida, as will fully appear by a reference to a certified copy thereof, herewith 
submitted, and marked exhibit D. That the said Andres Burgevin, according to the formalities prescribed 
by the Spanish law, for a valuable consideration paid to him afterwards, that is to say, on June 12, 1820, 
conveyed the said land in absolute property to one Francisco P. Sanchez, as will appear by a reference to 
the certified copy of the said conveyance, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit E. And the 
said Francisco P. Sanchez, on June 10, 1823, conveyed the said tract of land and its appurtenances to your 
memorialists, as will appear by reference to a certified copy of the said last-mentioned conveyance, here- 
witli submitted and filed, and marked exhibit F. And your memorialists further aver and show that the 
said Andres Burgevin was at the time of the concession of the said tract of land, and of the absolute grant 
thereof as aforesaid, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and a subject of his Majesty the King of 
Spain; that the said Francisco P. Sanchez was also, at the time of the aforesaid conveyance to him of the 
said tract of land, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida and a subject of the King of Spain, and that 
your memorialists are citizens of the United States. Wherefore, they pray confirmation of their title to 


the said tract of land and its appurtenances. 
ANDREW McDOWELL and 


ALEXANDER BLACK, 
By their attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession of the 490 acres, made by Governor Coppinger to 
Andres Burgevin, dated December 11, 1817.] 
[Here follows the certificate and plat of the survey of the 490 acres, by Robert McHardy, dated March 


27, 1818.] ” 
[Here follows the translation of a conveyance from Andres Burgevin to Francisco P. Sanchez of the 


490 acres, dated June 12, 1820.] 
[Here foliows a deed of conveyance from F. P. Sanchez to claimants, dated June 10, 1823, of the 490 


acres. | 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


On December 11, 1817, Governor Coppinger conceded to Andres Burgevin 490 acres of land at the 
place described in his memorial, for headrights, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790. On 
June 12, 1820, Burgevin conveyed the lands to Francis P. Sanchez, as appears by his deed filed with the 
memorial; and on June 10, 1823, Sanchez sold and conveyed the same lands to McDowell & Black, the 
claimants. The board being of opinion that this grant would have been deemed valid had Florida remained a 
Spanish province, they confirm it to the claimants, so far as the United States have any interest. August 30. 


No. 44.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Gideon Dupont’s heirs vs. The United States. Claim for four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The heirs of Gideon Dupont, deceased, respectfully represent: That your memorialists claim title toa 
tract of land consisting of 450 acres, situated at a place called Moultrie; that it has never been surveyed 
to their knowledge, and is about five miles south of the city of St. Augustine, on the Matanzas river; which 
title your memorialists derive from a grant made to Antonio Uzena and John Holzendorf, by Governor 
Zespides, in virtue of the laws of Indies, and the grant confirmed by Governor Quesada, by virtue of the 
royal order of 1790; which appears by documents Nos. 1 and 2, herewith presented, dated May 4, 1787, 
and November 15, 1792. On December 15, 1794, Uzena obtains leave from Governor Quesada to sell to 
John Holzendorf, and, in the same memorial, Holzendorf has leave to take his headrights adjoining, as 
appears by document No, 3; and, on April 15, 1796, John Holzendorf obtains leave to sell to Richard Ryan 
the said hands, and the grant of those he then occupied, as appears by document No. 4, given by the then 
secretary of the government; and, on November 20, 1797, Ryan obtained leave to sell to Gideon Dupont, 
from Governor White, as appears by document No. 5, and his deed to Dupont, dated December 9, 1797, 
all herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that the said Gideon Dupont, deceased, 
and those under whom he held title, were in actual possession of said lands from 1787 till 1802, when the 
unsettled state of the province compelled him to leave it for a time, with the intention of returning to it. 
He did return, and found the governor had given it to one Rovira, the very man left in charge of his 
concerns, and it is now in the possession of Dr. E. R. Gibson, for the claimant under Rovira, who resides 
in Baltimore. That they are citizens of the United States and residents of South Carolina. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 
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[Here follows a concession from Governor Zespides to Antonio Uzena, dated May 4, 1787.] 

[Here follows a proceeding authorizing Uzena to sell to John Holzendorf, dated December 15, 1794; 
also, a power given by the governor to Holzendorf to convey the land to Richardson Ryan, dated April 15, 
1796; also, a permission to Ryan to sell to Gideon Dupont 450 acres of land, dated November 20, 1797; 
also, a conveyance from Richardson Ryan to Gideon Dupont for 500 acres of land, dated December 9, 1797; 
all of which documents are duly translated and of record.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimants exhibited a concession from Governor Zespides to Antonio Uzena, the 
original grantee, dated May 4, 1787; likewise various documents showing the transfers from Uzena to 
Holzendorf, from him to Ryan, and by him to Gideon Dupont. It appearing that the claimants have made 
out a title to no more than 400 acres, the board, therefore, only confirm to them and their representatives 
that amount. September 1, 1824. 


No. 45.—Reporrt No. 1.—1824. 
George Fleming’s heirs vs. The United States. For nine hundred and eighty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of the heirs of George Fleming, deceased, by Sophia Fleming, widow and relict of said 
decedent, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of 980 
acres, situated in East Florida, in two tracts, and situated on the west side of St. John’s river, at a place 
called Langley Bryan, opposite Buena Vista fort; the other lies in Caco swamp, about one mile west of 
Buena Vista fort. The first contains 780 acres: beginning upon the bank of St. John’s river, running S. 
10° E., 88 chains; thence E., 88 chains, to the river; thence with the river to the beginning; a plat whereof, 
made by A Burgevin, and dated December 2, 1818, marked D, is herewith submitted. The other tract 
contains 200 acres, and begins at a stake, and runs N., 30 chains, to a pine marked F y C; thence S., 30 
chains, to a stake; thence 8. 45° W., 67 chains, to the beginning; as per plat and certificate herewith sub- 
mitted, made by Andres Burgevin, and dated November 16, 1818, marked E; which title your memo- 
rialists derive from a royal title made to George Fleming April 5, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue 
of the royal order of March 29, 1815, which is herewith submitted, marked G, F. And your memorialists 
further show that they are legally in possession of said lands, and were so by themselves and their 
ancestors before and ever since the cession of this Territory by Spain to the United States; that they are 
citizens of the United States and residents of East Florida. They pray confirmation of their title. All 


which is submitted, &c. 
SOPHIA FLEMING, 
For herself and the heirs of George Fleming, deceased. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the 980 acres of land made by Governor Coppinger 
to G. Fleming, dated April 5, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 

[Here follows a certificate and plat of Survey by Andres Burgevin, of 200 acres, dated November 16, 
1818. Here follows a certificate and plat of survey by Andres Burgevin, of 780 acres, December 2, 1818. 
Both translated. ] ; 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a ‘valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 46.—Rerort No. 1.—1824. 
George Fleming’s heirs vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of George Fleming, deceased, by Sophia Fleming, his widow and relict, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of 1,000 acres, situ- 
ated in East Florida, on the west side of the river St. John’s, on an island known by the name of Fleming’s 
island; is bounded on the north and west by lands belonging to James Cashen’s estate and vacant lands; 
on the east by the St. John’s river, and on the south by Black creek; beginning at a stake on the bank of 
said river, running thence W., 48 chains, to a pine; thence S, 45° W., 104 chains, to a cypress on the mar- 
gin of Black creek; thence along the meanders of said creek and river to the beginning; a plat whereof, 
made by A. Burgevin, dated November 11, 1818, is submitted; which title your memorialist derives from 
a royal title made to George Fleming, March 8, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order 
of October 29, 1790, a certified copy of which said royal title is herewith submitted, marked F. And 
your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of said lands, and have been for near 
twenty years; that they are citizens of the United States and resident of East Florida, and on said lands. 
They pray confirmation of title, &c. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

SOPHIA FLEMING, 
For herself and heirs of George Fleming. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for 1,000 acres of land made by Governor Coppinger 
to George Fleming, dated March 8, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790.] 
_ _[Here follows a certificate and plat of survey by Andres Burgevin, of 1,000 acres, dated November 
16, 1818. Translated. ] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants in this case offered as evidence of their title to 1,000 acres of land on Fleming’s island, 
on the west side of St. John’s river, a royal grant made by Governor Coppinger to George Fleming, 
deceased, on March 8, 1816, for headrights, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790. This being 
a complete title, perfected before January 24, 1818, is confirmed to the claimants so far as the United 
States is concerned. September 1, 1824. 


No. 47.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
George W. Perpall vs. The United States. For six hundred and sixty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of 660 acres, situated at a place called the Big Hammock, distant forty miles west of 
Buena Vista, and on the west side of the St. John’s, bounded on the north by lands of Don Matias Martinez, 
on the south by lands of Donna Catalina de Jesus Hijuelos, on the east and west by vacant lands. The 
first line begins at a stake, and runs S. 35° W., 824 chains, to another stake; the second line from the 
stake runs N. 35° W., 80 chains, to another stake; the third line runs from the last stake N. 55° E., 80 
chains, to the stake where the first line began; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title 
made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of St Augustine. November 10, 1823. 

G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the 660 acres made by Governor Coppinger to G. 
W. Perpall, dated January 12, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 

[Here follows a translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Andres Burgevin, dated Septem- 
ber 9, 1819.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 48.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of 600 acres, situated at Matanzas bar, to the south of the Orange grove called Bueno 
Retiro, bounded on the north and east by royal lands, on the south by lands of Don Joseph M. Hernandes, 
and on the west by the river Matanzas; the lines of which are as follows: the first line runs N. 60° E., 68 
chains, from the river Matanzas, to a stake; second line runs N. 32° W., 140 chains, to a palmetto royal, 
marked P; the third line from thence runs S. 60°. W., 18 chains, to the Matanzas; the fourth line thence S. 
10° W., 14 chains, to an oak, marked P y H, to the place where the first line began; which title your 
memorialist derives from a concession made to Joseph Bonelly by Governor White, on January 16, 1799, 
who sold the same to your memorialist by deed of conveyance December 30, 1803, herewith presented. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen 
of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 

G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows a translation of the certified copy of the concession made by Governor White of the 
land, dated January 16, 1799, to Joseph Bonelly.] 

[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Bonelly to claimant of the six hundred acres of 
land, dated December 30, 1803; also a plat. ] 

[Here follows a permission from Governor White to Bonelly to dispose of the six hundred acres, 
dated September 23, 1803.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced in evidence a certified copy of concession made by Governor 
White, dated January 16, 1799, to Joseph Bonelly for the land; likewise a permission from the govern- 
ment to dispose of the same, together with a conveyance from Bonelly to claimant, and a plat. The 
board being of opinion that this is a valid Spanish grant, it is therefore confirmed to the claimant and 
his heirs. ‘September 3, 1824. 


No. 49.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
— Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For one acre of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one acre, situated in front of his plantation on the river opposite to the Orange 
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grove of Bueno Retiro, bounded on all sides by the river Matanzas, it being a small island; which title 
your memorialist derives from a royal grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of a royal 
order of October 29, 1790, a certified copy of which is herewith presented, and dated January 15, 1818; 
and your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said land; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 

G. W. PERPALL. 





[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the acre of land made by Governor Coppinger 
to claimant, dated January 15, 1818.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant establishes his claim by exhibiting a royal title made by Governor Coppinger for the 
land, dated January 15, 1818, to him. We therefore confirm the same to him and his heirs. September 


8, 1824 
No. 50.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For three hundred and thirty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


Tv the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred and thirty-five acres, situated at a place called Turnbull, about twelve 
miles off this place, bounded on the south, east, and west by land of Don Antonio Huertas, and on the 
north by the Picolata road, whose lines are, viz: first line, marked B, at a pine, runs north 12° east, 60 
chains, to another pine marked B; second line, south 70° west, 30 chains; third line, north 22° 33 chains, 
toa pine marked B; fourth line, thence south 12° east, 50 chains, to a pine marked X; fifth line, south 
50° east, 33 chains; sixth line, from thence east, 30 chains, to the pine where the first line began; which 
title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Ramon de Fuentes by Governor Coppinger, 
January 13, 1818, and who sold the same to Antonio Mier, who sold the same to Frances Rovira, who sold 
the same to Joseph Delespine, who sold the same to José M. Bousquet, who sold the same to your memorialist, 
as more fully appears in the office abstract herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that 
he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. 


Augustine. November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Ramon de Fuentes 
for the three hundred and thirty-five acres, dated January 13, 1818, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

| Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey, by Andres Burgevin, of the three 
hundred and thirty-five acres surveyed for José M. Bousquet, dated August 13, 1818.] 

{Here follows an abstract from the office of the keeper of the public archives, showing conveyances 
from Fuentes to Mier, from him to Rovira, from him to Delespine, from him to Bousquet, and from him 


to claimant. | 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain in this case that the land was granted in absolute property to Ramon de Fuentes by 
Governor Coppinger January 13, 1818. An abstract from the office of the keeper of the public archives 
was exhibited, showing conveyances from Fuentes to Antonio Mier, from him to Francisco Rovira, from 
him to Joseph Delespine, from him to Joseph M. Bousquet, and from him to claimant; likewise a survey of 
the land. We deem this grant to be a valid one, and confirm it to the claimant and his heirs. September 11. 


No. 51.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For eight and a half acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Gabriel W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of eight and a half acres, situated about a mile to the north of the gate of this town, 
bounded on the north by lands belonging to Diego Caneras, on the south and west by St Nicholas road. 
The first line begins at a stake and runs north 21° west, 11} chains; second line, south 75° west, 9 chains; 
third line, south 31° east, 11 chains, to a stake; fourth line, to the turn of the St. Nicholas road, where the 
stake is, where the first line began. (N.B.—This measurement gives only eight and a half acres.) Which 
title your memorialist derives from a title made to Pedro Triay by Governor White, in virtue of the royal 
order of , who sold the same to Lucas Munos, from whom your memorialist purchased them as per 
receipt No, 14. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that 


he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 








_ [Here follows the translation of the certified copy of concession made by Governor White to Pedro 
Triay of the land, dated September 30, 1806. ] 

_ [Here follows Triay’s réceipt to Munos, dated January 13, 1820; and here follows Munos’ receipt to 
claimant of $20, being the purchase money of the land. Bothi translated.] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced to the board a certified copy of concession from Governor White to Pedro 
Triay, dated September 30, 1806; also, a receipt from Triay to Munos, and a receipt from Munos to claimant, 
showing a transfer of the land. We confirm the same to claimant and his heirs. September 17. 


No. 52.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States For five hundred and thirtyjive acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of five hundred and thirty-five acres, situated at the head of Matanzas river, and known 
by the name of Saur’s hammock, bounded on the north by the head of Matanzas river, on the west by 
lands of Joseph M. Hernandez and the late Mr. Fish, and on the south and east by vacant lands; the first 
line whereof begins at an oak and runs south 35° east, 90 chains, to a pine tree marked P; from thence 
north 45° east, 50 chains, to a pine tree marked P; the third line from thence north 45° west, 146 chains, 
to a stake; fourth line, south, 67 chains, to the oak marked P, at which the first line began; which title - 
your memorialist derives from a royal title made to him by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal 
order of October 29, 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 


lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Kindelan to claimant for the 535 
acres of land, dated May 4, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
| Here follows a plat of the 535 acres. } 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant’s exhibiting a royal title made by 
Governor Kindelan to him, dated May 24, 1815, for the land which he claims. In consideration whereof, 
we confirm the same to him and his heirs. September 4. 


No. 53.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land containing one hundred and fifty acres, situated on the river Halifax, opposite to Mount Oswald, 
bounded on the east by the sea beach, on the north and south by vacant lands, and on the west by the 
river Halifax; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Kindelan, in 
virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession 
of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 


1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Kindelan to claimant for the hun- 
dred and fifty acres, dated May 23, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant exhibiting a royal title made by 
Governor Kindelan to him, dated May 23, 1815. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him 
and his heirs. September 4. 

¢ 
No. 54.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 


Mariano Berta vs. The United States. For one hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Mariano Berta showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land con- 
sisting of one hundred and sixty-six and two-thirds acres, situated in St. John’s county, on Cartel Point, 
bounded on the south by lands granted to Andrew Pacety. First line commencing on Guana creek and 
running 8. 83° W., 55 chains, to a stake on the North river; thence along said river an undefined number 
of chains to another stake; and thence S. 83° E., 55 chains, to a stake on Guana creek; and thence along 
said creek to the place of commencement; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to 
Andrew Pacety by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to Manuel F. 
Bendicho May 29, 1804, who sold the same to Thomas Andrew October 4, 1808, who sold the same to 
your memorialist April 15, 1819. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession 
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of said lands, and that he, Thomas Andrew, Manuel F. Bendicho, and Andrew Pacety, have been in 
actual possession of the land, cultivating a part of it, with the acquiescence and consent of the Spanish 
overnment, for the last twenty years; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. 


tine. 
Augustin For MARIANO BERTA, 
G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor White to Andrew Pacety for five 
caballerias (1663 acres) of land, dated April 13, 1804, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

Here follows an abstract from the keeper of the public archives, showing conveyances from Pacety 
to Bendicho, from him to Andrew, and from him to claimant. } 

[Here follows a plat of the 1663 acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


The claimant in this case exhibited to the board a royal title made by Governor White to Andrew 
Pacety April 23, 1804, for the land, (five caballerias;) likewise an abstract from the office of the keeper of 
the public archives, by which it appears that the land was sold and conveyed by Pacety to Manuel Fer- 
nandez Bendicho, who sold and conveyed it to Thomas Andrew, who sold and conveyed it to claimant. 
A plat of the same was also exhibited. 

Deeming this grant to be valid, we confirm it to claimant and his heirs. September 11. 


No. 55.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Mariano Berta vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


1'o the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Mariano Berta showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land con- 
sisting of two hundred acres, situated in the county of St. John’s, on Cartel Point Front creek, bounded on 
north by land supposed to be vacant. First line commencing at a stake on the North river, and running 
S, 65° E., 63 chains, to Guana creek; thence along said creek an undetermined number of chains to another 
stake; thence N. 83° W., 55 chains, to a stake on the North river; and thence along said river an indefinite 
number of chains, to the place of beginning; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Juan 
Capo by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to Manuel F. Bendicho 
September 14, 1804, who sold the same to Thomas Andrew October 4, 1808, who sold the same to your 
memorialist April 15, 1819. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of 
said lands, and that Thomas Andrew, Manuel F. Bendicho, and Juan Capo, have been in actual possession 
of the land, cultivating a part of it, with the acquiescence and consent of the Spanish government, for 
the last twenty years; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 

For MARIANO BERTA, 
G. W. PERPALL. 


| Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor White to Juan Capo for six cabal- 
lerias (200 acres) of land, dated September 7, 1804, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.} 

[Here follows an abstract from the office of the keeper of the public archives, showing conveyances 
from Capo to Bendicho, from him to Thomas Andrew, and from him to claimant. ] 

[Here follows a plat of the two hundred acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited to the board a royal title made by Governor White to Juan Capo 
September 7, 1804, for the land, (six caballerias;) also an abstract from the office of keeper of the public 
archives, by which it appears that Capo sold and conveyed the land to Manuel Fernandez Bendicho, who 
sold and conveyed it to Thomas Andrew, who sold and conveyed it to claimant. In consideration whereof, 
we confirm the same to Mariano Berta, so far as the United States are concerned. September 11. 


No. 56.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Horatio S. Dexter and Mrs. Abby Dexter, the wife of the said Horatio S. Dexter, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a certain tract or parcel of land consisting of 
two hundred acres, situated and being in East Florida aforesaid; that the said tract of land was originally 
granted in absolute property, April 5, 1815, to one George Petty by Governor Kindelan, then the governor 
of East Florida, as will appear by a reference to a certified copy of the original grant thereof, herewith 
submitted and filed; that the said tract of land was purchased by your memorialist from the said George 
Petty January 26, 1820, and was conveyed by the said Petty on the 21st of May, as will appear by a 
reference to the original conveyance thereof of that date, by the said George Petty to your memorialist, 
herewith submitted and filed. Your memorialist further shows that the said land is situated on the east of the 
St. John’s river, in East Florida aforesaid, between Little lake and Lake George, and is known by the name 
of Mount Royal; that it was surveyed on or before May 1, 1821, by G. J. F. Clarke, the surveyor general 
of East Florida, as will appear by a reference to the original plateand certificate of the survey thereof of 
that date, herewith submitted and filed; that the said tract of land has the following lines and dimensions, 
that is to say: The first line begins at a cypress tree on the bank of the river St. John’s, and runs N. 15° 
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W., 40 chains, to a pine tree; the second line runs thence N. 75° E., 50 chains, to a pine tree; the third ling 
runs thence S. 15° E., 40 chains, to a pine on the bank of the river St. John’s; and the fourth line rung 
thence along the bank of said river to the place of beginning; all which will more distinctly appear by a 
reference to the said plat herewith submitted. Your memorialist further avers and shows that, upon the 
purchase of the said land by him as aforesaid, he took immediate and actual possession thereof ; and that 
from that to the present time it has been in actual occupancy, and that a part thereof is in cultivation 
considerable improvements and buildings having been made thereon by your memorialist; that the said 
George Petty was, at the time the said grant was made to him as aforesaid, and at the time he conveyed 
the said land to your memorialist, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida; and that your memorialist 
was at the time of the purchase by and conveyance to him of the said land as aforesaid, and at the time 
of the cession of this Territory to the United States, and has ever since that time been an inhabitant ang 
settler of East Florida. Wherefore, your memorialist prays a confirmation of his title to the said land 


and its appurtenances. 
HORATIO S. DEXTER, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of the certified copy of the concession made to George Petty by Goy- 
ernor Kindelan for the two hundred acres, dated April 5, 1815. ] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by G. J. F. Clarke, dated May 21, 
1821. ] 
[Here follows the bill of sale from Petty to claimant, dated May 21, 1821. | 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant exhibiting a certified copy of con- 
cession from Governor Kindelan to George Petty, dated April 5, 1815, for the two hundred acres, together 
with a plat thereof, and a conveyance from Petty to him. 

In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to the claimant and his heirs. September 6. 


TESTIMONY. 
Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


Francis J. Fatio, being sworn on the part of the claimant, states that the signature of John State, a 
witness to a deed of conveyance from George Petty to Mrs. A. Dexter, is the proper handwriting and 


signature of said State. 
FRANCIS J. FATIO. 


No. 57.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Horatio 8. Dexter respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
certain tract or parcel of land situated and being in East Florida aforesaid, consisting of two hundred 
acres; that the said land was originally granted to one William Bardin, March 17, 1815, by Governor 
Kindelan, then the governor of East Florida, without any condition annexed to the said grant, as will 
fully and at large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the original grant to the said William 
Bardin, herewith submitted and filed; that the said land is situated at a place called McCullough’s Point, 
on the river St. John’s, about seven miles south of Picolata, and has the following lines and dimensions, 
that is to say: the first line begins on the bank of the river St. John’s, and runs north 873° east, twenty- 
nine chains; the second line runs thence south 22° east, sixty-two chains; the third line runs thence south 
68° west, thirty chains; and the fourth line runs thence along the bank of the said river St. John’s to the 
place of beginning; that the said land is bounded on the southwest by the said river St. John’s, as will 
appear by the plat herewith filed. Your memorialist further shows that he purchased the said land from 
the said William Bardin, December 23, 1819, for a valuable consideration paid to him by your memorialist, 
and on that day received from the said William Bardin a conveyance thereof from him, as will appear by 
the said original conveyance herewith submitted and filed; that the said William Bardin was, at the time 
the said land was granted to him as aforesaid, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and subject of 
the King of Spain; and that your memorialist was, when the said land was conveyed to him as aforesaid 
by the said William Bardin, a settler and inhabitant of East Florida; that he was such inhabitant and 
settler at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, and has ever since so continued to 
be. Wherefore he prays that his title to the said land and its appurtenances may be confirmed to him. 

HORATIO S. DEXTER, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of the certified copy of concession made to William Bardin by Governor 
Kindelan for the two hundred acres, dated March 17, 1815.] 

[Here follows a plat of two hundred acres. | 

{Here follows a conveyance from Bardin to claimant, dated December 23, 1819.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant exhibiting a certified copy of con- 
cession from Governor Kindelan to William Bardin, dated March 17, 1815, for the two hundred acres of 
land, together with a plat thereof; also, a conveyance by deed from Bardin to claimant. In consideration 
whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. September 6. 











———— 
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TESTIMONY. 
Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


Samuel Fairbanks, being duly sworn on the part of claimant, states that the signature attached to 
the transfer from Bardin, the original grantee, to memorialist, is original and genuine, and that he is 
acquainted with the handwriting of said original grantee. 

- SAMUEL FAIRBANKS. 
Before the board, in session September 6, 1824. 
FRANCIS J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


No. 58.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Francis J. Fatio et al. vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Francis J. Fatio, for himself and for Maria Theresa, widow of P. Fatio, deceased, as 
also Sophia Louisa, Luis, Mary Ann, and Fernando, children and heirs of the said P. Fatio; that your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on the east side of 
St, John’s river, about thirty miles to the west of the city of St. Augustine, bounded on the north by the 
lands of Francis P. Fatio, deceased, called New Switzerland, on the south by the lands of the heirs of 
Thomas Travers, deceased, on the east by vacant lands, and on the west by the river St. John’s; which 
title your memorialists derive from a grant made to Francis P. Fatio, November 24, 1791, by Governor 
Quesada, who died resident in East Florida, when said tract, by deed of division and partition made after- 
wards amongst his heirs, was allotted to the children of P. Fatio, deceased, son of said grantee; the said 
partition is filed in the claim for ten thousand seven hundred and sixty-two acres, presented by Sophia 
Fleming and William Gibson. And your memorialists further show that they are legally in possession 
of said lands, and were so by themselves, and those through whom they claim, ever since the date of 
concession; that Francis J. Fatio is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida; and that the 
said widow and the other heirs reside at present in the Island of Cuba. All of which is respectfully 


submitted. 
F. J. FATIO, 
For himself and the other heirs of P. Fatio. 


[Here follows a decree of Quesada granting the land to F. P. Fatio, after a proceeding had, dated 
November 24, 1791.] 

[Here follows a document showing the division of the estate of F. P. Fatio, by which the two hundred 
acres was allotted to the heirs of P. Fatio, deceased, son of F. P. Fatio.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants in this case, in support of their claim, produced a memorial from Francis Philip Fatio, 
deceased, to the government, together with the proceeding had, and the decree of Governor Quesada, 
dated November 24, 1791. It was proven that Francis Philip Fatio, the original grantee, took the oath 
of allegiance to his Catholic Majesty; that he cultivated the land for many years. The board being of the 
opinion that the claimants have made out a valid title for the land, the same is confirmed to them. Sep- 
tember 7. 


Note.—The oath of allegiance of Francis Philip Fatio to his Catholic Majesty, alluded to in the decree, 
is filed in the claim of Mrs. Fleming and William Gibson, and applies in all the claims of the Fatios and 
the other heirs. 


No. 59.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph M. Hernandez vs. The United States. For eight hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in the district of East 
Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph M. Hernandez, of the city of St. Augustine, in said district of East Florida, 
aforesaid, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land of eight hundred 
acres, situated at the head of Matanzas river, in Graham swamp, bounded on the east by a cart road 
which divides it from lands of G. W. Perpall, on the south by lands belonging to the heirs of Jesse Fish, 
on the west by pine barren land, and on the north by pine barren and the head of the aforesaid river 
Matanzas. First line begins at a pine on the road H and E, and runs south 45° west, 88 chains 90 links; 
second line, thence north 45° west, 90 chains, to another pine; the third line runs thence north 45° east, 88 
chains 90 links, to another pine, marked H; fourth line, thence on the aforesaid road south 45° east, 90 
chains, terminating at the tree where the first line began. The aforesaid tract of land was granted to 
your memorialist May 25, 1816, by Governor Joseph Coppinger, by virtue of the royal order of March 29, 
1815, as will appear by a royal title given to your memorialist for the said tract May 28, 1816, recorded 
in the office of public records kept by Mr. William Reynolds, of this city, as well as by the survey of the 
said tract of land by Robert McHardy, dated September 7, 1818, also in the same office. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he has been in uninterrupted possession since May 25, 1816, having cleared 
oa egies the same extensively. All which is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, November 
JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 
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[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to claimant for the eight 
hundred acres, dated May 28, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815. ] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Robert McHardy of the eight 
hundred acres, dated September 7, 1817. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 60.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Joseph M. Hernandez vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The memorial of Joseph M. Hernandez respectfully showeth: 'That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on the west side of the river Halifax at the place 
called the Old Chimneys, bounded on the west by the river Halifax. The first line begins at a pine, and 
runs south 68° west, 20 chains, to a stake; the second line, thence runs north 22° west, 100 chains, to another 
pine; third line, thence north 68° west, 20 chains, to another pine; fourth line, along the banks of the river; 
which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to Ana Maria Hill by Governor Estrada, 
August 19, 1811, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as will appear by the public archives; that your 
memorialist, having married the said Ana Maria Hill, cleared and cultivated it; and your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of the said lands, and a citizen of the United States. 

JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor Estrada of the one hundred acres 


to Donna Ana Maria Hill, dated August 19, 1811. ] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of the one hundred acres by George 


J. F. Clarke, dated February 10, 1820.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that the land was conceded by Governor Estrada to Donna Ana Maria, wife of 
claimant, for headrights, August 10, 1811; which land was afterwards surveyed. Being of opinion that 
this is a valid Spanish grant, we confirm it to claimant and his heirs. September 7. 


No. 61.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph M. Hernandez vs. The United States. For seventy acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Joseph M. Hernandez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of about seventy acres, situated in front of the Little Matanzas bar, and is a small 
island, boundary not exactly known, not having been surveyed; which title your memorialist derives from 
a concession made to F. M. Arredondo, jr., by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 
29, 1790, dated December 29, 1817, who sold the same to your memorialist December 30, 1818, as will 
appear in the office of archives kept by Mr. William Reynolds. And your memorialist further showeth 
that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. 


Augustine. 
JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession of the seventy acres of land made by Governor Cop- 
pinger to Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., dated December 29, 1817.] 

{Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Arredondo to claimant of the seventy acres, 
dated December 30, 1818.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


It was proven in this claim that the land was conceded to F. M. Arredondo, jr., by Governor Cop- 
pinger, December 29, 1817, who conveyed it by deed to claimant. It being the opinion of the board that 
this grant would have been deemed valid had Florida remained a Spanish province, they therefore confirm 
it to claimant and his heirs. September 8. 


No. 62.—Reporr No. 1.--1824. 
Joseph M. Hernandez vs. The United States. For three hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in the district of East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph M. Hernandez, of the city of St. Augustine, in said district of East Florida, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred 
and seventy-five acres, situated in the territory of Matanzas, bounded on the north by the plantation of 
G. W. Perpall, formerly belonging to Joseph Bonelly, on the south by the plantation of Jonas Dupont, on 
the east by the sea beach, and on the west by the river Matanzas; which said tract of land was granted 
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csitiacsaiannaariat 
py Governor White to John Bautista Ferreira July 8, 1803, whose son, Francis Ferreira, sold the same to 
‘our memorialist June 5, 1818, about which time it was surveyed by Robert McHardy, whence the follow- 
ing lines: First line runs north from an oak marked formerly as the boundary of Mr. Perpall’s land, on 
which is marked (H,) 60° east, 68 chains and 60 links; second line, thence runs along the sea beach south 
15° east, 54 chains; third line, thence runs south 60° west, 68 chains 60 links; fourth line, begins at a palm 
marked H, runs north 15° west, 54 chains. The aforesaid tract of land was granted and confirmed to said 
Ferreira by a royal title dated September 28, 1815, as will appear in the records kept by Mr. William 
Reynolds of this city, and a conveyance from Ferreira to your memorialist, and survey. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he is in actual and uninterrupted possession of said land, and has been so 
since he purchased it. All which is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, November 25, 1823. 
JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, 





[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada to Juan Bautista Ferreira 
and his heirs of the three hundred and seventy-five acres, dated September 28, 1815, in virtue of the royal 
‘der of 1790. 
% {Here ee the translation of the conveyance from Francisco Ferreira, for himself and in the name 
of the other heirs, to claimant, dated June 5, 1818.] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Robert McHardy of the three 
hundred and seventy-five acres, dated September 2, 1818. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD’ 


In this case we ascertain that the land was granted to the heirs of Don Juan Bautista Ferreira in 
absolute property by Governor Estrada, September 8, 1815; that it was conveyed by the heirs aforesaid 
to claimant; and that it was regularly surveyed. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him 
and his heirs. 


No. 63.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Martin Hernandez vs. The United States. For twenty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Martin Hernandez, by his attorney in fact, Joseph M. Hernandez, respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of twenty acres, situated on the river St. 
Sebastian, on the west side, called the Ferry, bounded on the east by the said river, on the south by lands 
of Manuel Solano, on the west by vacant lands, and on the north by lands of John Huertas. First line 
begins at a stake on the bank of the river, and runs south 77° west, 14 chains, to another stake; the second 
line, thence south 15° east, 21 chains, to a stake; third line, thence north 34° east, 17 chains 66 links, to another 
stake; fourth line, along the bank of the river, ending at a stake where the first line began; which title 
your memorialist claims from a royal title made to Martin Hernandez by Governor Estrada, in virtue of 
the royal order of October 29, 1790; the same tract was granted to your memorialist May 21, 1798, as will 
appear by the documents in the public archives. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally 
in actual possession of said lands which the said Martin Hernandez cleared and cultivated; that he is a 
citizen of Spain and resident of Havana. 

JOS. M. HERNANDEZ, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada for the twenty acres of 
land, dated October 5, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

{Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of the twenty acres by G. J. F. 
Clarke, dated May 10, 1819.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this claim to be a valid one by claimant exhibiting a title of absolute property for 
the land, dated October 5, 1815, and a survey thereof; the same is hereby confirmed to him and his heirs. 
September 8. 


No. 64.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Martin Hernandez vs. The United States. For ten and a quarter acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Martin Hernandez, by J. M. Hernandez, showeth: That your memorialist claims title 
to a tract of land consisting of ten and one-quarter acres and one perch, situated within the present limits 
of the city of St. Augustine, bounded on the east in the front of the creek Maria Sanchez, on the south by 
the road leadiag to the old bridges near the orange grove of Francis Marin, on the west by the Ferry road, 
and on the north by the plantation of John Bousquet and Isaac Wickes, measuring on the north 70° east, 
20 chains; north 28° west, 5 chains 50 links; south 60° west, 18 chains; north 43° west, 8 chains; which 
title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Martin Hernandez by Governor Estrada, in virtue 
of the royal order of October 29, 1790. The said tract was granted to your memorialist October 5, 1815, 
by a royal title from the aforesaid Governor Estrada, as will appear in the public archives. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he is legally and positively at this time in actual possession of said 
land, consisting of an orange grove planted by himself, and the right of the said tract, fenced and other- 
wise unproved; that he is a citizen of Spain and resident of Havana. 

JOS. M. HERNANDEZ, Attorney in fact. 
VOL. IV————41 ¢ 
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[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada to Martin Hernandez for 
the ten and a quarter acres and one perch, dated October 5, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, 
[Here follows a plat of the ten and a quarter acres and one perch. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this claim to be a valid one by claimant exhibiting a title of absolute property 
for the land, made by Governor Estrada, October 5, 1815, to him; likewise a survey of the same. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the title to claimant and his heirs. September 8. 


No. 65.—Reprorr No, 1.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. Claim to five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To tive honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


Gabriel W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of five hundred acres, situated on Turnbull’s, about twelve miles north of the town, bounded on the west 
and northwest by lands of Don José M. Bousquet, on the east and northeast by equivocal grants, and on 
the other sides by vacant lands, whose lines are as follows: First line, north 12° east, 60 chains, to a pine 
marked P; second line, north 45° east, 35 chains; third line, north 10 chains to a pine marked P; from 
thence, fourth line, south 70° east, 10 chains; from thence, fifth line, south 15° east, 104 chains, to a pine 
marked P; sixth line, west, to the pine marked P, where the first line began; which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal title made to Juan Gonzales Montesdeoca, who obtained a royal title for this quantity 
on the Matanzas, which, being proven to be property of the Clarke family, permission was given him to 
take the present land by Governor Coppinger. The royal title for services were granted by Governor 
Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815. And your memorialist further showeth that he 
is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augus- 


tine. November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 


(Here follows a translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Juan Gonzales Montes- 
deoca for seven hundred and eighty acres of land, dated September 3, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 
1815. 
Itfere follows the translation of the conveyance of Juan Gonzales Montesdeoca of the seven hundred 
and eighty acres to claimant, dated November 6, 1816. ] 

[Here follows a permission of Governor Coppinger to claimant to locate five hundred acres of the 
seven hundred and eighty at Turnbull, dated April 17, 1818.] 

[Here follows the translation of the plat and certificate of survey by Andres Burgevin of the five 
hundred acres, dated August 17, 1818.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to claimant. 


No. 66.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and eighty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in Florida: 


The petition of Gabriel W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and eighty acres, situated at the head of the river Matanzas, at a place 
called Samuel Hammock, bounded on the northeast by royal lands, on the southwest by lands of G. J. F. 
Clarke and Jesse Fish, and on the southeast by lands of your memorialist. The first line begins at a pine 
marked X, and runs to another marked P, north 45° west, 50 chains; second line, thence south 45° west, 
56 chains, to a stake; third line, thence south 45° west, 50 chains, to a pine marked P; fourth line, thence 
north 45° west, 56 chains, to the pine where the first line began; which title your memorialist derives 
from a bill of sale made to him by John Gonzales Montesdeoca, who obtained seven hundred and eighty 
acres by a royal title, in 1816, for military services in 1812 and 1813, the above two hundred and eighty 
acres being a part thereof. The royal title was given by Governor Kindelan, and the lands were surveyed 
in one body on the Matanzas; but, on a discovery that they belonged to the Clarke family, Governor Cop- 
pinger permitted him to make this survey. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 


November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 
[The royal title to Montesdeoca, and the conveyance from him to claimant, in his claim for 500 acres, 


apply to this case. ] 
[Here follows a plat of the 200 acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


; The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 
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No. 67.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Mary Kunen vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Mary Kunen respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of 200 acres, situated near Tomoka, a half on either side of Smith creek; bounded, the 
one by lands of Mr. Ormond, the other by lands of Isaac Wickes and Patrick Lynch; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to her by Governor Coppinger, dated November 17, 1817, as 
appears by title annexed, and confirmed June 10, 1818, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, 
and which lands were granted in consequence of the services rendered by her husband, Bernard Wickes, 
deceased. And your memorialist further showeth that she has always been in possession of said land 
since granted. She is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. All which is 


respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, August 15, 1823. 
MARY KUNEN. 


Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor Coppinger to claimant of the land, dated 
November 15, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 

[Here follows the translation of the plat and certificate of survey by Robert McHardy of the 200 
acres, dated April 20, 1818.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant, on November 13, 1817, in memorial to Governor Coppinger, set forth that she was the 
widow of Bernardo Wickes, deceased, who had served in the defence of the province in 1812; that she 
claimed the benefit of the royal order of 1815; and that the family left by the said Wickes consisted of 
herself and daughter, and five slaves over 16 years of age. She therefore asked for 200 acres of land at 
the places described in her memorial filed before this board. On the 15th of November of the same year 
Coppinger granted the lands as requested. This claim being one which would, in the opinion of the 
commissioners, have been considered valid had the Floridas remained in the possession of Spain, they 
confirm the same to the claimant so far as the United States are interested. September 10. 


No. 68.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph M. Hernandez vs. The United States. For eight hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph M. Hernandez, of the city of St. Augustine, East Florida, aforesaid, respect- 
fully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of eight hundred acres, 
with its adjoining marshes, situated on the river Matanzas, bounded on the north by lands of the heirs of 
John Bautista Ferreira, on the east by the border of wood lands and the river Matanzas, the figure and 
lines of which are particularly marked and described in the plat and certificate of survey herewith 
presented. The aforesaid tract of land is part of a grant of a large tract made by the Spanish govern- 
ment to Josiah Dupont in the year 1792; and having been abandoned, and his right therein forfeited, the 
said land was granted to Miguel Crosby February 3, 1804, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 
1790, and purchased by your memorialist from the said Miguel Crosby March 11, 1816, as will appear 
by a deed from the said Crosby to your memorialist, recorded in the office of public records kept by Mr. 
Reynolds, of this city. And your memorialist further showeth that he has been in uninterrupted pos- 
session of the said land since the aforesaid purchase from Crosby, and has erected buildings and made 
many improvements thereon, and has extensively cultivated the said land; that your memorialist was a 
resident inhabitant of East Florida at the time of the cession to the United States. In confirmation of 
the title of your memorialist, the following documents are herewith presented: 

‘ 1. Proceedings in relation to the grant to Dupont, and the title of Miguel Crosby, dated St. Augustine, 
May 31, 1805. 

2. Certified copy of the regulations of Governor White in relation to the grants of land, dated 
October 12, 1803. 

3. Certified copy of the grant to Miguel Crosby, dated July 3, 1804. 

4, Certificate of survey and plat. 

5. Petition of Miguel Crosby for certificates of the proceedings against Dupont, and a certificate 
thereto annexed. 

6. Bill of sale from M. Crosby to Jos. M. Hernandez. All which is respectfully submitted. St. 


Augustine, November 25, 1823. 
JOS. M. HERNANDEZ. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Miguel Crosby for 
the 800 acres, dated March 8, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Crosby to claimant for the 800 acres, dated 


March 11, 1816.] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Robert McHardy, dated Sep- 


tember 4, 1818. ] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we ascertain that the land was granted to Miguel Crosby in absolute property by 
Governor Coppinger March 8, 1816, who sold and conveyed it to claimant; the said land was afterwards 
suryeyed by the surveyor appointed by government. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to 
claimant and his heirs. September 8. 











PUBLIC LANDS. 





No. 69.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., vs. T he United States. For one hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., respectfully showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred and seventy-five acres, situated on the west side 
of the river St. Sebastian, and about three miles westward from St. Augustine; bounded on the north b 
the land of Antonio Proctor, (a free black,) and on the south, east, and west by vacant lands; which title 
your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Prince (a free black) by Governor Coppinger, in 
virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who sold the same to your memorialist, as will be seen by a 
certified copy of a deed of conveyance herewith presented, and dated March 30, 1821, as also a certified 
copy of said royal title, dated March 9, 1816. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally in 
possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of Spain and resident of the Island ef Cuba. All of which 


+a rer ll bmitted, &c. 
is respectfully submi F. M. ARREDONDO, Jr. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Prince (a free black) 
for the 175 acres, dated March 9, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 
[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Flora, widow of Prince, to claimant, of the 115 


acres, dated June 30, 1821.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 


claimant. ae 
[No. 70 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


No. 71.—Rerorr No. 1.—1824. 
Edward M. Wanton vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Edward M. Wanton respectfully showeth: That your memortalist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on the east side of the river St. John’s; bounded on the 
east, north, and south by public lands, and on the west by the said St. John’s. The first line runs from an ash 
north 75° east, 30 chains, to a pine; the second line, north 15° west, 67 chains, to another pine; the third line, 
south 75° west, 30 chains, to an oak; and the fourth line, the natural boundary of the said river, as will more 
fully appear by referring to the certificate of survey of George J. F. Clarke, dated November 17, 1819, 
herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist by 
Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; which said tract of two hundred acres is part of a 
grant of seven hundred and fifty acres made to your memorialist November 23, 1801, as will more fully 
appear by referring to the original memorial and decree, dated November 23, 1801, on file in the office of 
the public archives. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 
lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. In confirmation of the title of 
your memorialist, he begs leave to refer this honorable board to the before-mentioned memorial and decree 
of November 23, 1801, on file in the office of the public archives, and to the certificate of survey of George 
J. F. Clarke, public surveyor, dated November 17, 1819, herewith presented, marked exhibit A. All which 
is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, November 28, 1823. 

EWARD M. WANTON, 
By his attorney, THOS. F. CORNELL. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor White of the land to claimant, 
dated November 23, 1801.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George J. F. Clarke, dated 
November 17, 1819, of the two hundred acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain that the two hundred acres of land which is claimed is part of a grant of seven , 
hundred and fifty acres which was conceded to claimant November 23, 1801, by Governor White, 
without condition. The same is hereby confirmed to him and his heirs. September 11. 


Edward M. Wanton vs. The United States. For seven hundred and fifty acres of land. 


Horatio S. Dexter, being duly sworn on the part of the claimant, states that the said Edward M. 
Wanton was in possession of the tracts called Picolata or Wanton’s Plantation, in the year 1814, and was 
caltivating the same; and that the same has been rented out ever since. Witness judged from the 
appearance that the same had been cultivated for a long time. 

HORATIO S. DEXTER. 


Before the board in session September 11, 1824. 


FRANCIS J. FATIO. 
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No. 72.—Reprorr No. 1.—1824. 
Edward M. Wanton vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Edward M. Wanton respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred and fifty acres, situated on the east side of the river St. John’s, and 
known by the name of Wanton’s Plantation, bounded on the north and south by lands of your memorialist, 
on the east by public lands, and on the west by the river St. John’s. The first line runs north from an 
oak 76° east, 30 chains, to a pine; second line, north 22° west, 52 chains, to another pine; third line, south 
68° west, 30 chains, toa maple; and the fourth line, the natural boundary, by the accompanying certificate 
of survey; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist by Governor 
White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; which said tract of one hundred and fifty acres is part of a 
grant of seven hundred and fifty acres made to your memorialist on November 23, 1801. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and a resident of Florida. In confirmation of the title of your memorialist, he begs leave to refer 
this honorable board to the original memorial and decree of November 23, 1801, on file in the office of the 

ublic archives, and the certificate of survey of G. J. F. Clarke, public surveyor, dated November 17, 
1819, herewith presented, marked B. All which is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, November 
98, 1823. 
EDWARD M. WANTON, 
By his attorney, THOMAS F. CORNELL. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession of the land by Goveror White to claimant, dated 
November 23, 1801. ] 

{Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of the one hundred and fifty 
acres by George J. I’. Clarke, dated November 17, 1819.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. . 


In this case the claimant exhibited to the board a concession without condition made to him by 
Governor White November 23, 1801, together with survey thereof. The board deeming this claim to be 
valid, they therefore confirm it to claimant and his heirs. September 11. 


No. 73.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Mary Fontané vs. The United States. For four hundred and ninety five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Mary Fontané, the administratrix of the estate of Joseph Fontané, deceased, respect- 
fully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of four hundred and ninety 
five acres, situated at the head of Moultrie creek, bounded on the south with lands of Julian Daniel 
Sweeny, the first line of survey beginning at a pine marked F, running south 70° west, 36 chains, to a 
pine S y F; thence north 25° west, 35 chains 86 links; thence north 20° west, 34 chains 50 links, to a 
pine F; thence north 70° east, 70 chains 36 links, to a pine F; thence south 20° east, 34 chains 50 links; 
thence 25° east, 35 chains 86 links, to the beginning pine; which title your memorialist derives from an 
absolute title made to Joseph Fontané by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, a 
certified copy of which, dated April 4, 1816, accompanies this petition; and your petitioner will file, when 
required, the plat of Robert McHardy, and the authorization of the government tothe said Robert McHardy. 
And your memorialist further showeth; that she is in actual possession of the said lands; that she is a 
citizen of East Florida and resident of the same. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

JOHN M. FONTANE, 
For MARY FONTANE. 


{Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to José Fontané for the 
four hundred and ninety-five acres, dated April 4, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to the 
claimant. 


No. 74.—Rerorr No. 1.—1824. 
Andrew Atkinson vs. The United States. For two hundred and twenty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Andrew Atkinson, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and twenty acres, situated between North river 
and Guana creek, bounded on the south by lands of Peter Maestré, and on the north by lands of Juan 
Carpo, east by Guana creck, and west by the North river, agreeably to plat A; which title your memorialist 
dérives from a concession made to Andrew Atkinson, April 29, 1793, by Governor Quesada, in virtue of the 
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1 ord f ; and your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and 
ic ia aah seized val oomnonend of the said land; that he is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of Philadelphia. All which is respectfully submitted. 








ANDREW ATKINSON, 
By GEO. GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession of the two hundred and twenty acres by Governor 


Quesada to claimant, dated April 29, 1793. ] 
[Here follows the translation of the plat and certificate of survey by Pedro Marrot of six caballerias 


and twenty acres, dated May 27, 1793. | 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


It appears in this case that Governor Quesada, April 29, 1793, conceded the land to the claimant 
without condition, and in May of the same year it was surveyed. In consideration whereof, we confirm 
this claim to Atkinson and his heirs. September 15. 


No. 75.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Walker vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Walker respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred and seventy-five acres, situated in East Florida, in a little island situated 
in the northern branch of Nassau river, at a place known by the name of Cypress Grove, bounded on the 
east and north by vacant lands, and on the west by the river Nassau; which title your memorialist derives 
from a royal title made to him February 16, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
October 29, 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in legal possession of said lands; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Georgia. He prays confirmation of his title, &c. 

; WILLIAM WALKER. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger tu claimant for the 
one hundred and seventy-five acres, dated February 16, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant establishes title to the land by exhibiting a royal title made to him by Governor Cop- 
pinger February 16, 1816. In consideration whereof, we confirm the one hundred and seventy-five acres 
to him and his heirs. September 17. 


No. 76.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Andrew Pleyns heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of the heirs of Andrew Pleym respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title 
to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated at the place called Doctor’s Lake, on the St. 
John’s river, formerly occupied by Christopher Nelly, in the time of the British, and has not been surveyed; 
which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to the said Andrew Pleym by Governor Quesada, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790; which said grant is dated February 10, 1791, as appears by a copy 
of the said grant herewith presented. And your memorialists further showeth that the said Andrew 
Pleym was in actual possession of said lands from the time of the grant till 1794, when there was a revo- 
lution in the province, and the Spanish government ordered all the settlements on the west side of the 
St. John’s river to be destroyed, which was accomplished by the officers of the gun-boats, and the 
inhabitants [removed] on the east side of the said river; that the said Andrew Pleym died soon after; 
that they are citizens of the United States and residents of Georgia. St. Augustine, October 10, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimants. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor Quesada to Andrew Pleym of the land, 
dated February 10, 1791.] 


Territory oF Fiorwa, County of St. John’s, ss. 


Joseph Summerall, being duly sworn, doth depose and say: That he was well acquainted with Andrew 
Pleym, and that the said Pleym settled on the land situated on an island on the St. John’s river, at a 
place called Doctor’s Lake, about the year 1789; continued to live upon it till the year 1794, when, on 
account of the disturbances of 1794, called Wagner’s war, the Spanish government ordered all the 
settlers on the west side of the St. John’s river (where this island lies) to remove on the east side, and 
sent the gun-boats to burn and destroy all the plantations, in order to compel the inhabitants to remove 
on the east side of the river. Deponent further says that the said Pleym built a house and cleared about 
twenty acres of the said land upon this place; and further says not. 

JOSEPH SUMMERALL. 


Sworn before me this 24th day of December, 1823. 


JOHN B. STRONG, Judge of County Court. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


On the memorial to the Spanish government by A. Pleym, the land was granted February 10, 1791, 
for headrights, by Governor Quesada. It appeared that the grantee, in consequence of the revolution of 
the province, was obliged to abandon his place. This being deemed a valid grant, the same is hereby . 
confirmed to claimants. September 25. 


No. T7.—Reprorr No. 1.—1824. 
Philip Embara vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


#The petition of Philip Embara respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred acres, situated about three miles west from the ferry, at a place called 
Pivit, in St. John’s county, East Florida, bounded on the north by lands belonging to Isaac Wickes, on 
all other sides by vacant lands; beginning at a pine marked E, running thence north 85° east, 20 chains, 
to another pine; thence south 6° east, 46 chains, to a pine marked E; thence north 60° east, 21 chains, to 
a pine marked E; thence south 6° east, 54 chains, to the beginning, as will appear by a plat and certificate 
of survey herewith filed, made by R. McHardy, dated March 11, 1817, and marked C; which title your 
memorialist derives from a concession made to your memorialist by Governor White, in virtue of the 
royal order of October 29, 1790; a certified copy of said concession is herewith filed, marked A, and 
dated January 5, 1807; and also a memorial and order of survey, dated March 3, 1817, herewith filed, 
marked B. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he 
is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. John’s county, in East Florida. He prays confirma- 
tion of title to said lands. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

PHILIP EMBARA. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White of the one hundred acres, dated 
January 5, 1807.] 

[Here follows the translation of the plat and certificate of survey by R. McHardy of the one hundred 
acres, dated March 11, 1817.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Governor White conceded the land to claimant January 5, 1807; that it was 
surveyed March 11, 1817, by Robert McHardy, the surveyor appointed by government. The board 
deeming this to be a valid Spanish grant, it is therefore confirmed to claimant and his heirs. 


No. 78.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Pengree vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of William Pengree, by Julius Alford, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated near the head of 
the creek called Naponacema, and near Doctor’s lake, on a creek about five miles from his lands, bounded 
by vacant lands, and has not been surveyed as far as memorialists know; and which title your memorialists 
derive from a concession made to William Pengree, January 29, 1793, by Governor Quesada, in virtue 
of the royal order of October, 1790, a copy whereof is hereby submitted, marked P; and your memorialists 
further show that they are legally in possession of said lands; that they were so during the life of the 
grantee, and many years afterwards; but finally they were removed to the State of Georgia by the 
provinces of East Florida, where they have since resided; that they are citizens of the United States 
and residents of Georgia, as aforesaid. They pray confirmation of their title. All of which is submitted. 

JULIUS ALFORD, for the heirs of Wm. Pengree, deceased. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor Quesada of the one thousand acres, 
dated January 29, 1793.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant on claimants’ producing the concession made to 
William Pengree by Governor Quesada, dated January 29, 17938, said concession being without condition. 
In consideration whereof, we confirm the one thousand acres of land to claimants and their heirs. Sep- 
tember 25. 


TESTIMONY. 
Rebecca Pengree’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred and one thousand acres of land. 


Joseph Hogan, being sworn on the part of the claimant, states that he knew Rebecca Pengree, who 
cultivated five hundred acres of land on the east side of the river St. John’s; and that Mr. Cook, her 
son-in-law, cultivated those lands, as well as others on the opposite side of said river, and had from thirty 
to forty negroes. 

By UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 
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Witness states that the land was cultivated in 1812, and a small part thereof afterwards. 
. 1s 


JOSEPH * HOGAN. 


mark. 
Before the board, in session, September 25, 1824. 


No. 79.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Rebecca Pengree’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Rebecca Pengree, by Julius Alford, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated adjoining her plan- 
tation, being formerly owned by Mrs. Jones, in St. John’s river, the former three, the latter two hundred 
acres, which has never been surveyed; which title your memorialists derive from a concession made to 
Rebecca Pengree, their ancestor, by Governor White; a certified copy of said concession is herewith 
submitted, marked 4, and dated May 9, 1798. And your memorialists further show that they are in legal 
possession of said lands; that they were cultivated by the said Rebecca Pengree at the time of her death, 
and by her son, George Cook, afterwards, who was her legal heir; and since his death they are the 
property of his children, the memorialists, who reside near Greensborough, in the State of Georgia; that 
they are citizens of the United States and residents of as aforesaid. They pray confirmation of title, &c. 

JULIUS ALFORD, for the heirs of Rebecca Pengree. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White of the land, dated May 9, 1798,] 


Territory oF Fiorwa, County of St. John’s, ss. 

Lodowick Ashley, being duly sworn, doth depose and say: That he was well acquainted with Mrs, 
Rebecca Pengree, who formerly lived on the St. John’s river; that she died about twenty years ago, 
leaving George Cook, her son, and Mrs. Eliza Lesley, her daughter, her oniy heirs-at-iaw; that the said 
Mrs. Eliza Lesley died some years after her mother, without children, and left the said George Cook, her 
brother, her only heir, to whom her property descended; and the said George Cook became possessed, as 
heir-at-law by descent, of all the property of the said Mrs. Pengree and the said Mrs. Lesley; that the said 
Cook died about the year 1815, and his wife died about three months after, leaving the following children, 
their only heirs-at-law by descent, viz: Louisa Rogers, the wife of Josiah Rogers; Eliza Alfred, the wife 
of Julius C. Alfred; Jane Cook and George A. Cook, all of them now residing in the State of Georgia, and 
are the daughters of this deponent’s sister. 

LODOW. ASHLEY. 


Sworn to before me, December 30, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Judge of County Court. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant on claimants’ producing the concession made to 
Rebecca Pengree by Governor White, dated May 9, 1798, said concession being without condition. In 
consideration whereof, we confirm the five hundred acres of land to claimants and their heirs. September 25. 


No. 80.—Report No. 4.—1824. 


Sarah Petty vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land—~jifty only confirmed. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Sarah Petty, citizen of the United States and resident in East Florida, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialist claims title to one hundred and fifty acres of land, situate on the St. John’s 
river, near Buena Vista, bounds not known, not having been surveyed, which she acquired as only heir to 
Elizabeth Houston, her mother, who purchased the same from Thomas Rodgers November 4, 1805, as 
appears by his receipts attached to the certificate of the secretary of the Spanish government at that time, 
and which are herewith presented, by which it appears that the said lands were granted to the said Thomas 
Rodgers by the Spanish government September 5, 1804, the original concession being’, as is supposed, in the 
office of the archives of East Florida. And your memorialist further showeth that the said Thomas Rodgers 
was in actual possession of the said lands for one year from the time of the grant, when the same was sold 
to the said Elizabeth Houston, the mother of your memorialist, who was in possession from that time till the 
revolution of 1812, when she was obliged to leave the same on account of the troubles of the times, and 


the same are now occupied. All which is respectfully submitted, &c. St. Augustine, August 20, 1823. 
J. B. STRONG, Claimant’s Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of the certified copy of concession by Governor White to Thomas 


Rodgers of fifty acres of land, dated September 5, 1804. ] 
[Here follows a receipt from Rodgers to Mrs. Houston of certain articles, in consideration for his 


property, dated November 4, 1805. ] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case fifty acres only were proven to have been conceded to Thomas Rodgers September 5, 
1804, by Governor White, as per certified copy of concession exhibited. Rodgers, it appears by a receipt, 
conveyed to Mrs. Houston, mother of claimant, his property at Buena Vista. The board ascertaining that 
title to only fifty acres of land has been made out, they only confirm that quantity to claimant and her 
heirs. September 25. 
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No. 81.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Sarah Petty vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Sarah Petty respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on the river St. Mary’s, and is bounded as follows: The 
first line runs south 70° west, to a pine bounded on the borders of the river St. Mary’s, 40 chains; the 
second line runs north 45° west, 40 chains, to a pine tree; the third line runs north 45° east, to a stake on 
the banks of the river St. Mary’s, 40 chains, running along the bank of the river to the first bounds; 
which title your memorialist derives from a survey and plat made to John Houston, by virtue of the royal 
order of 1790, by Pedro Marrot and Samuel Eastlake, herewith produced, dated April 13, 1792, and the 
said John Houston, having died, left your memorialist his heir-at-law. And your memorialist further 
showeth that she is in legal possession of said lands, and was at the time of the cession; that she is a 
citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, November 28, 1823. 

. J. P. STRONG, for Claimant. 
Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot and Samuel Eastlake 
of the land (six caballerias,) dated April 13, 1792.] 


Territory OF Fiorina, St. John’s County: 
Personally appeared before me Sarah Faulk, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that, in the 
ear 17938, this deponent was well acquainted with Mr. John Houston, and that he lived at a place called 
Cotton’s Bluff, about three miles above the mouth of the Little St. Mary’s, on the south side of St. Mary’s 
river; and also that he occupied one other place on the same side of St. Mary’s river, about twenty miles 
above, called Hickory Grove; which two tracts this deponent lived on eight years, and that the new Mr. 
Houston obtained of the Spanish government; and that the above-described tracts are the same now 


claimed by George Petty in behalf of his wife. 
SARAH FAULK. 


Sworn to and subscribed this 10th day of December, A. D, 1823. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant produced to the board a certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro Marrot, 
dated April 13, 1792, to John Houston, from whom she inherited the land. It appeared by the affidavit 
of Sarah Faulk that Houston inhabited the place as far back as 1793. This being, in the opinion of the 
board, a title which was valid under the Spanish government, the same is hereby confirmed to claimant 
and her heirs. September 27. 


No. 82.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Sarah Petty vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 





MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Sarah Petty, (only heir of John Houston, deceased,) resident of East Florida, and 
citizen of the United States, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to six caballerias 
(equal to two hundred acres) of land, situated on the river St. Mary’s, and bounded as per survey and 
plat herewith, bounds noted in the margin; which title your memorialist derives from her father, to whom 
the same was surveyed and laid off by Pedro Marrot and Samuel Eastlake, March 30, 1792, in virtue of 
the royal order of 1790. And your memorialist further states that her said father was, from the time of 
the said survey and making of the plat, which is herewith presented, in the actual possession and culti- 
vating the said tract of land for several years, till he was murdered by the Indians, when his family, in 
fear for the safety of their lives, left the place and have been prevented from taking possession of the 
same by reason of one Hobkirk and others having settled on the same. All which is respectfully submitted, 


&c. St. Augustine, September 26, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


The above land is bounded as follows: The first line runs south from a pine marked with a cross, on 
the margin of the river St. Mary’s, terminating at another pine with the same mark, 45 chains; the 
second runs west, and terminates at a stake with the same mark, 46 chains; the third runs from the 
stake to another, with the same mark, on the banks of the river St. Mary’s, joining lands of John Forrester, 
and is measured 45 chains; thence along the margin of the river to the first bound. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot and Samuel 
Eastlake, of the two hundred acres, dated March 30, 1792.] 


Territory oF Forma, St. John’s County: 

Personally appeared before me, Samuel Smith, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that, about 
the year 1787, until 1793, this deponent was well acquainted with Mr. John Houston, who lived on St. 
Mary’s, on the further side of the river; was repeatedly at said Houston’s house, at two separate places 
on said river, one at a bluff a little above the mouth of Little St. Mary’s river, the other about twenty 
miles above, by land; which two places I understood said Houston to own under the Spanish government, 
and which said tracts I believe to be claimed by George Petty, in behalf of his wife. 

SAMUEL SMITH. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 9th day of December, 1823. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANK, J. P. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant produced to the board a certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro Marrot 
dated March 30, 1792, to John Houston, from whom she inherited the land. It appeared by the affidavit 
of Samuel Smith that Houston inhabited the place as far back as 1787 and 1793. This being, in the 
opinion of the board, a title which was valid under the Spanish government, the same is hereby confirmed 
to claimant and her heirs. September 27. 


No. 83.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph Summerall vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Joseph Summerall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
consisting of one hundred and fifty acres, situated five miles from Nassau river, on the head of the river, 
on the creek called William’s, bounded as follows: beginning at a stake, thence south 45° east, 40 chains, 
west 40 chains, to another stake; thence south 45° west, 30 chains; thence north 45° west, 40 chains, to 
another pine; thence north 45° east, 38 chains, to the place of beginning; all which appear by a survey 
and plat made by Pedro Marrot and Samuel Eastlake March 11, 1792, which is herewith presented; 
which title your memorialist derives from a survey plat made to himself by government, in virtue of the 
royal orders of 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is now, and was at the cession, in 
actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. St, 
Augustine, September 17, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Altorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot, commissioned 
judge for the distribution of lands of four caballerias and seventeen acres; one hundred and fifty acres 
surveyed for claimant, dated March 11, 1792.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


It appears in this case that Pedro Marrot surveyed and delivered the one hundred and fifty acres of 
land to claimant, March 11, 1792. The survey being considered by the board as authorized by the 
Spanish government, they confirm it to claimant and his heirs. December 28. 


No. 84.—Reprort No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph Summerall vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land.. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

Joseph Summerall, your memorialist, showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land 
consisting of two hundred acres, situated at Long bluff, on St. Mary’s river—not having been surveyed, 
the boundaries are not known; which title your memorialist derives from a decree made to your memorial- 
ist by governor Quesada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, dated April 20, 1792, a copy of which is 
herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that he is now, and was at the cession, in 
actual possession of said lands by his tenant; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of 


Florida. St. Augustine, September 26, 1803. 
JOHN B. STRONG, for Claimant. 


{Here follows the concession (translated) of the land by Governor Quesada to claimant, dated April 
28, 1792.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


It appears in this case that Governor Quesada conceded the land to claimant, April 28, 1792, without 
condition. Being of opinion that this is a valid Spanish grant, the board confirm it to claimant and his 
heirs. September 28. 


No. 85.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph Summerall vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph Summerall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the St. John’s river, and bounded as follows: The 
first line runs north from a gum tree marked with a cross, on the banks of St. John’s river, seventy-seven 
chains fifty-hundredths, to a stake with the same mark; thence west from said stake to another stake with 
a cross, thirty-eight chains seventy-five-hundredths; thence south to the bank of the river, forty-nine chains 
fifty-hundredths, fronting partly on the bank of the river St. John’s, and partly on an enserada of the same 
river; all which will appear by an original survey and plat made by Peter Marrot and Samuel Eastlake, 
November 11, 1791, herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a survey made to 
Diego Clatworthy by order of the Spanish governor, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; and the said 
Diego Clatworthy having died, left three children, all of whom died, when the mother became the heir, who 
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as . 
was one Mary Ann Clatworthy. On October 9, 1805, she made her last will and testament, giving to the 
said Joseph Summerall (with whom she had lived and been supported for several years) all her property, 
except some bequests, as will appear by said will herewith presented, and having been proved by Edward 
Wanton, a subscribing witness, the other being dead. And your memorialist further showeth that he is 
now in legal possession, having a tenant on the premises, and was in actual possession of said lands till 
1812, when his houses were burned by the patriots and Indians, and his whole plantation destroyed, fences 
purnt, orange grove destroyed, cattle and other stock killed and drove off, when he was obliged to abandon 
it. The Spanish government have always since said bequest recognized said lands as the property of 
this claimant, having occupied it with their knowledge; that he is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of Florida. St. Augustine, September 3, 1823. 





JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of nine caballerias, 
or three hundred acres, to James Clatworthy, dated November 11, 1791.] 


Extract from the will of Mary Ann Clatworthy, deceased. 


“The small remainder of my estate I give to my very good friend Joseph Summerall, and do consti- 
tute him executor of this my last will and testament. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 


and seal the 9th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1805. 
“MARY ANN CLATWORTHY. 


“Witnesses: Epwarp Wanton. 
“ Joun Davis. 
““RUPHEY SUMMERALL.” 


East Friorwa, St. John’s County: 

Edward Wanton, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that, at the request of Mary Ann Clatworthy, 
he wrote the annexed will and subscribed the same as a witness; and, at the same time, John Davis and 
Euphey Summerall, who are now both dead, subscribed the same as witnesses in this deponent’s presence, 
and that their names subscribed as witnesses to said will are their own proper handwriting. Deponent 
further says that the said Mary Ann was the widow of Diego Clatworthy, who had died some time pre- 
vious, leaving two or three children; that all the said children died after their father and before their 
mother, who was Mary Ann Clatworthy; and when this deponent wrote the said will the said testator 
directed him to draw said will so as to give to Joseph Summerall a tract of land lying on St. John’s river, 
near Buena Vista, which was granted to her husband in the year 1791, by a survey made by Don Pedro 
Marrot and Samuel Eastlake, and by her said husband left to his children by descent, and at their death 
descended to the said Mary Ann. This deponent in drawing said will made use of the word estate, 
supposing it sufficient to transfer said property to the said Summerall; and further says not. 

EDWARD M. WANTON. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me September 5, 1813. 
JAMES 8. TINGLE, Notary Public, St. John’s County. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant produced to the board a certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro Marrot 
to James Clatworthy for the three hundred acres, which descended to Mary Ann Clatworthy, his wife, on 
his and their children’s death. Mary Ann Clatworthy bequeathed this tract to claimant by her last will 
and testament, dated October 9, 1805. The certificate and plat of survey is dated November 11, 1791. 
This being a title which we ascertain was valid under the Spanish government, the same is hereby con- 
firmed to Joseph Summerall and his heirs. September 28. 


No. 86.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William and John Lofton vs. The United States. Claim for three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of William and John Lofton, inhabitants of East Florida and citizens of the United 
States, respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of ten 
caballerias and seventeen acres of land, (equal to three hundred and fifty acres,) situate between the 
St. Mary’s and Nassau rivers, distant from the first five miles, and from the second four miles, bounded as 
per margin and survey herewith presented; whici title your memorialists derive from said plat and survey 
made by Peter Marrot and Samuel Eastlake to their grandfather, John Lofton, as appears by said survey 
herewith presented, dated in February, 1792. And your memorialists further state that their said grand- 
father was in possession and cultivated the said lands for many years, and that it descended to them by 
the death of their ancestors; and your memorialists are now in possession by their agent. All which is 


respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, September 16, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, for Claimants. 


The above land is bounded as follows: first line runs north 70° west, from a pine marked with a 
cross, and runs to a poplar with a cross, distance 70 chains; second line runs south 30° west, 59 chains, 
to a pine; third line runs south 70° east, 60 chains; fourth line runs south 30° west, 59 chains; all which 
appears by the survey of Marrot and Eastlake and the plat annexed, herewith presented. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate of survey and plat by Pedro Marrot and Samuel East 
lake, dated 1792.] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimants produced to the board a certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro 
Marrot, dated 1792, to John Lofton, from whom they inherited the land. The board referred to the depo- 
sitions exhibited in the claim of Messrs. Lofton for two hundred acres, when it was proven that John 
Lofton, grandfather of the claimants, had occupied for many years the tract now claimed. Being of the 
opinion that this would have been a valid grant had Florida remained a Spanish province, we confirm it 
to claimants. September 28. 


No. 87.—Rerort No. 1.—1824. 
William and John Lofton vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of William and John Lofton respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title 
to a tract of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated between St. Mary’s and Nassau 
rivers, and bounded as follows: beginning at a cypress, thence running south 60° east, 60 chains, toa 
stake; thence north 30° east, 59 chains, to a poplar; thence north 60° west, 60 chains, to a pine; thence 
south 30° west, 59 chains, to the first bound, as appears by the survey and plat made by Pedro Marrot 
and Samuel Eastlake, by order of the Spanish government; which survey and plat is herewith presented, 
and is dated February 24, 1792; which title your memorialists derive from a survey and plat made to 
John Lofton, their father, who is since dead, by order of the Spanish government. And your memorialists 
further show that they are now and were at the cession in actual possession of said land; that they are 
citizens of the United States and residents of Florida. St. Augustine, September, 18, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimants. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate of survey and plat of the land by Pedro Marrot and 
Samuel Eastlake, dated February 24, 1792, surveyed and laid off for John Lofton. | 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimants produced a certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro Marrot, dated 
February 24, 1792, to John Lofton, from whom they inherited the land. The board referred to the depo- 
sitions exhibited in the claim of Messrs. Lofton for two hundred acres, and find that the original grantee, 
John Lofton, father of the claimants, had occupied for many years the tract now claimed. Being of the 
opinion that this would have been a valid grant had Florida remained a Spanish province, we do therefore 
confirm it to claimants. September 28. 


William and John Lofton vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that, at the time the survey in this case 
bears date, the Loftons, the claimants, were residing on the land embraced by this survey, had been 


residing there three or four years before, and still reside there, or did last year. 
CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me, this 21st of September, 1825. 
D. FLOYD. 


No. 88.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Pedro Trope vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Pedro Trope, native and resident of St. Augustine and citizen of the United States, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred and 
fifty acres of land, situated at the Mosquitos, and boundary unknown, not having been surveyed; the 
title is in the office of the archives in this city, a certificate of which is herewith presented; which title 
your memorialist derives from his mother, Maria Ortega, he being the only surviving heir; which grant 
was made to him by the Spanish government March 15, 1803. Your memorialist further states that his 
father occupied the said lands for nine years previous to the making the said grant, but that the trouble 
of the times and the want of protection from the Spanish government have prevented him from taking 
possession since the grant was made. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN B.STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the certified copy of concession by Governor White to Maria Ortega 
of the 150 acres, dated March 15, 1803. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


_ The claimant in this case exhibited a certified copy of concession made to his mother by Governor 
White, dated March 15, 1815. It was proven that the land was occupied by the parents of the claimant 
for nine years.—(See testimony of Jos. Hernandez.) This being, in the opinion of the board, a valid 
Spanish grant, the same is hereby confirmed to Trope and his heirs. 

[Note.—No. 89 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 









——— 
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No. 90.—ReEport No. 1.—1824. 


George F. and Oliver Palmes vs. Lhe United States. For two hundred and forty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George F. and Oliver Palmes respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title 
to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and forty-five acres, situated in St. Domingo plains, bounded 
on the north by the lands of Francisco Sanchez, on the south by the lands of John Andres, on the east by 
the tract of Santa Lucia, and on the west by vacant pine lands, beginning thence south 60° west, 49 
chains 55 links, to an oak; thence south 10° east, 49 chains 55 links, to a pine; thence north 60° east, 49 
chains 55 links, to the beginning, as will be seen by the plat herewith exhibited, marked A, dated September 
12, 1816; which title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to Francisco Medicis by Governor 
Joppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815; who sold the same to Joseph Delespin, by 
conveyance dated ; who sold the same to Gabriel W. Perpall, by deed dated December 23, 1816; 
who sold the same to Joseph Wales, by deed dated October 3, 1817; who sold the same to Paul Dupon, by 
deed dated May 27, 1818; who sold the same in trust for memorialists as will appear by bond of Dupon 
herewith exhibited, all other intermediate conveyance being in the office of the archives in St. Augustine; 
and your memorialists further show that they are legally seized of said lands; that they and those under 
whom they claim are all citizens of the United States, and were so, or were citizens of Florida, at the time 
of cession of said Florida, in the year 1821; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of 
Savannah, in Georgia. They pray confirmation of title, &c. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 





GEORGE F. PALMES. 
OLIVER PALMES. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Francisco Medicis 
for the 245 acres of land, dated February 15, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815. ] 

[Here follows an abstract from the keeper of the public archives, showing conveyances from Medicis 
to Joseph Delespin, from him to G. W. Perpall, from him to Joseph Wales, and from him to Paul Dupon, 
in trust for claimants. | 

[Here follows a plat of the 245 acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm to claimants. 


No. 91.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


A, E. Ferguson’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred and seven acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the widow and heirs of Artemas Elliot Ferguson respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred and seven acres, situated in East 
Florida, on St. John’s river, being a plantation known by the name of Sansouces, beginning at an oak, on 
the margin of St. John’s river, marked with a cross; thence west, 120 chains, to a stake, bounded by lands 
known by the name of St. Andrew’s Point, on that line; thence north, 42 chains 50 links, to a stake; thence 
east, 120 chains, to a stake on the margin of the river; thence with the meanders of the river to the 
beginning, as appears by survey of Pedro Marrot, dated February 26, 1793, in the office of the archives; 
which title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to them October 5, 1811, by Governor 
Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of October 29,1790. And your memorialists further show that they 
are in legal possession of said lands; that they are citizens of the United States ard residents of Georgia. 
They pray a confirmation of their title, &c. 

SUSAN SLUGH, 
Widow of A. E. Ferguson, for herself and his heirs. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada to Artemas Elliot Ferguson 
for the land, dated October 5, 1811, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this claim to be a valid one by claimants exhibiting the royal title in absolute property 
made by Governor Estrada to Artemas E. Ferguson, from whom the above claimants inherit the land, 
dated October 5, 1811. In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to the claimants. 


No. 92.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
A, E. Ferguson’s heirs vs. The United States. For forty-three and one-third acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the widow and heirs of Artemas Elliot Ferguson respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of forty-three and one-third acres, situated on Doctor’s 
creek, adjoining the plantation of Armonica, belonging to memorialists, beginning at a laurel, marked with 
a cross, upon the bank of Doctor’s creck; thence north 20° east, 15 chains, to a stake; thence north 45° 
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west, 35 chains, to a pine marked with a cross; thence south 80° west, 13 chains to a laurel on the bank 
of Doctor’s creek, marked with a cross; thence along the bank of Doctor’s creek to the beginning, ag 
appears by survey made by Pedro Marrot, dated February 27, 1793, filed in the archives office, which 
title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to memorialists October 7, 1811, by Governor 
Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; a certified copy of said royal title is herewith 
exhibited, marked B. And your memorialists further show that they are in legal possession of said lands. 
that they are citizens of the United States and residents of Georgia. They pray a confirmation of their 


title, &c. 
SUSAN SLUGH, 
Widow of A. E. Ferguson, for herself and heirs, 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada to Artemas E. Ferguson 
for the land, dated October 7, 1811, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain this grant to be a valid one by claimants exhibiting the royal title in absolute property 
made by Governor Estrada to Artemas E. Ferguson, from whom the above claimants inherit the land, dated 
October 7, 1811. In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to them. September 29. 


No. 93.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
John Gianopoly vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Gianopoly respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated at the place west of the lagoon of St. Marcos, distance 
twelve miles from the city of St. Augustine, and is bounded as follows: commencing at a pine tree, marked 
C; thence running west, 60 chains, to a sweet laurel, marked X; thence north 17° west, 113 chains, toa 
pine tree, marked with a cross; thence parallel to the first line, 58 chains, all which appears by the plat 
and survey herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to himself by 
Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, dated in July, 1799, as appears by the certificate of 
the government secretary herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands, and has been ever since the grant, except having been driven therefrom three 
different times by the Indians and patriots; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the certified copy of concession by Governor White to claimant, 
dated July 6, 1799. ] 

[Here follows the translation of certificate and plat of survey by Andres Burgevin of the 500 acres 
of land. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant exhibited to the board a certified copy of concession made by Governor 
White to him, dated July 6, 1799, together with a survey. It was proven by Bennet and Segur that 
claimant occupied and cultivated the 500 acres for many years. We deem this to be a valid Spanish 
grant, and confirm it to Gianopoly and his heirs. September 30. 


No. 94.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
John Gianopoly vs. The United States. Claim for ten acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Gianopoly respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of ten acres, situated without the 1,500 yards, and is bounded as follows: beginning 
at a stake on the public road, thence running N. 22° W., 11 chains 12 links, to a stone; thence N. 68° E,, 
9 chains; thence S. 22° E., 11 chains 12 links; thence to the first beginning, as appears by the survey 
and plat herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to himself by 
Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, which will appear by the copy of the memorial and 
decree herewith presented, dated June 1, 1807. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in 
actual possession of said lands, and has been cultivating them since 1807 to this time; that he is a 
citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, October 7, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor White to claimant of the ten 
acres, dated June 1, 1807.] 
[Here follows a plat and certificate of survey by G. Darling of the ten acres.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 
We find in this case that Governor White conceded the ten acres to claimant on June 1, 1807; that 


he has been in the cultivation of it ever since it was granted, and that it was surveyed. We do hereby 
confirm the title to him. September 30. 
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No. 95.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 


A, Montero vs. The United States. For twenty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The heirs of Antonio Montero, deceased, respectfully show: That your memorialists claim title to 
a tract of land, consisting of twenty-five acres of land, situated on the road to Capuaca, and adjoining the 
lands of John Gianopoly, bounded as follows: beginning at a stake in the line of said road; thence 22° 
west, 27 chains 78 links, to a stone; thence north 60° east, 9 chains, to a stake; thence south 22° east, 27 
chains 78 links; thence to the place of beginning, as appears by the survey herewith presented; which 
title your memorialists derive from a grant made to the said Antonio Montero by Governor White, in 
yirtue of the royal order of 1790, as appears by the grant herewith presented, dated January 23, 1808. 
And your memorialists further show that the said Montero’s son-in-law, John Gianopoly, is in actual 
possession of said lands, and has been ever since the grant to this time, cultivating the_same by consent 
of the said Montero in his lifetime, and who, by a verbal conveyance, had transferred the same to the 
said John Gianopoly, who had married his daughter, and, with the knowledge of the Spanish government, 
had cultivated the same; that his said son-in-law, John Gianopoly, is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of Florida. St. Augustine, October 7, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor White to claimant of the,twenty- 
five acres of land, dated January 23, 1808.} 
[Here follows a plat and certificate of survey by G. Darling of the twenty-five acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that the twenty-five acres were conceded to Antonio Montero January 23, 
1808, by Governor White; that the same was cultivated by one of Montero’s family for many years. 
We do hereby confirm the title to claimants. September 30. 


No. 96.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Reuben Charles vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Reuben Charles respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated at the Nine-mile spring, on the King’s road, adjoining 
the lands of Marshal and Hindsman, and has not been surveyed; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to Lewis Schofield and family by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. 
The said Schofield, who had no children, took possession, and cultivated it some time, after which he 
absconded with a woman not his wife, leaving his family; that his wife, Margaret Schofield, June 
2, 1823, sold the said property to this claimant by deed herewith presented. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is now in actual possession of said lands, and has built a house upon the same; 
that the grant to Lewis Schofield is herewith presented, dated June 16, 1796; that the said Schofield 
absconded in 1812, and has not returned since; that your memorialist is a citizen of the United States 


and resident of Florida. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White to Lewis Schofield of the land, 
dated June 16, 1796.] 
[Here follows the conveyance from Margaret Schofield to claimant, dated June 2, 1822.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Governor White conceded the hundred acres to Lewis Schofield, without 
condition, on June 16, 1796. Margaret, wife of said Lewis Schofield, on June 16, 1822, sold and conveyed 
the land to claimant. It further appeared that the grantee occupied and cultivated the place for many 
years, (as per parol testimony of Capo.) This, in opinion of the board, being a valid Spanish grant, they 
confirm it to claimant and his heirs. October 1. 


. 


No. 97.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer vs. The United States. Claim to thirty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


__ The memorial of Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of thirty-five acres, situated at San Pablo, in the county of St. John’s, 
bounded on the north by lands of Catharine Baker, and pine barren, and has not been surveyed; which 
title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him, in absolute property, by Governor Coppinger, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790, on April 16, 1817, and which royal grant or title is in the 
















































































Se ae ea ee 











336 PUBLIO LANDS. [No. 454. 





archives, and a copy herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that he is now, and wag 
at the time of the cession, in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States ang 


resident of East Florida. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant, 


[ Translation. ] 


Title of property to thirty-five acres of land in favor of Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, at the place named 
St. Pablo. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, governor, political and military, pro tem., and chief of 
the royal revenue of this place and province, &c.: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain 
general of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that foreigners 
who offer themselves, of their own free will, to swear allegiance to our sovereign, shall have lands 
measured to them gratis, in proportion to the number of workers which each family may have; and 
Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer having presented himself, soliciting thirty-five acres of land which are 
vacant, to the north of those of his property at the plantation known as St. Pablo, being bounded by those 
of Donna Catharina Baker, and on the east and west by Pablo creek and pine lands, to the end that he 
may add them to his above-mentioned possession on account of the increased number of negroes he has 
for their cultivation, I have thought proper to accede to the said solicitation by my decree of this date, 
placed in the process which exists in the archives of the present notary: Wherefore, I have granted, and 
in the name of his Majesty do grant, unto the said Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer the before-mentioned 
thirty-five acres of land, for himself, his heirs and successors, without prejudice to a third person, in 
absolute property, and despatch to him, as I do, by these presents, the corresponding title, and do there- 
fore separate from the royal domain all right and dominion it has in said lands, and do cede and transfer 
it unto the said Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, his heirs and successors, that they may possess dt as 
their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, and 
customs, which it has had, has, and by fact or law belongs to it, and can affect it; and, at their pleasure, 
sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as shall best suit them. To all which I interpose my authority, as I can 
and of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, being countersigned by the undersigned notary of the government and royal 


domain, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, April 10, 1817. : 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entratco, Notary of Government, éc. 


This is conformable to the original which is on the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and in 
compliance with command, and the desire of the party, I sign and seal this present testimonial on two 


leaves of common paper, the stamp not being used. St. Augustine, April 10, 1817. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing is a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


We ascertain this is a valid Spanish grant by claimant producing a royal title in absolute property 
made to him April 10, 1817, by Governor Coppinger. We therefore confirm the same to him and his 
heirs. May 1, 1824. 


No. 98.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. For twenty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That he claims title to a certain lot or 
tract of land containing 25 acres, situated and being in East Florida aforesaid; that the said land was 
originally granted March 10, 1807, by Governor White, then the governor of East Florida, it then being 
a province of the crown of Spain, to Bartolome Figueras; that the said Bartolome Figueras, with the 
permission of Governor Kindelan, sold and conveyed the said land to one Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, 
jr., August 20, 1813, which said original grant and the said conveyance are of record in the office of the 
keeper of the public archives of East Florida, as will fully and at large appear, reference being thereto 
had; that the said land is situated in the county of St. John’s, at Moultrie, and is bounded on the north by 
lands of Lewis Turnbas, on the east by the marsh of the river Matanzas, and on the west by public lands; 
that the said land was conveyed by the said Fernando de la Maza Arredondo to Samuel Cook in fee 
simple, by deed bearing date March 29, 1822, which is recorded in the office of the clerk of the county 
court for St. John’s county, and that the said Samuel Cook, for a valuable consideration paid by your 
memorialist to him, conveyed the said land and its appurtenances to your memorialist by deed bearing 
date September 29, 1823, which said deed is also recorded in the office of the said clerk of the said county 
court. Your memorialist avers and shows that the said Bartolome Figueras was, when the said land was 
so granted to him as aforesaid, a Spanish subject, and an inhabitant and settler of East: Florida at the 
time of the cession of this territory to the United States, and is now, and has been ever since the said 
cession, such an inhabitant and settler. Wherefore, your memorialist prays a confirmation of his title to 


the said land and its appurtenances. 
FRANCIS P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 
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THere follows the translation of the royal concession by Governor White to Bartolome Figueras of 
the 95 acres of land, dated March 10, 1817.] 

[Here follows the translation of the permission given by the Spanish government to Figueras to 
convey away this land to Fernando de la Maza Arredondo. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Governor White conceded the 25 acres to Bartolome Figueras on March 10, 
1807; that Figueras, by permission of the government, conveyed the land to Fernando de la Maza Arre- 
dondo, jr. In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to claimant. October 4. 


No. 99.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Sarah Petty vs. The United States. For two hundred and sixty-eight and two-thirds acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Sarah Petty respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of eight caballerias and two acres, situated on Julington creek, and is bounded as follows: 
the first line runs north 55° east, at a stake marked with a cross, on the margin of Julington creek, and 
terminates at a poplar with the same mark, 76 chains, and partly joins the lands of Alexander Creighton; 
the second, south 45° east from said poplar, to a cypress with the same mark, 40 chains, and fronts on 
the margin of Julington creek: all which will appear by the survey and plat herewith presented; which 
title your memorialist derives from a survey and plat to George Long, by Marrot and Eastlake, in virtue 
of the royal order of 1790, by order of the Spanish government, said survey and plat April 9, 1793; said 
George Long having died, left the same to his heirs, Christiana Long, Matthew Long, Joseph Long, and 
Jane Long, who sold the same to your memorialist November 26, 1821, as per deed herewith presented 
and attached to the survey aforesaid. And your memorialist further showeth that she is now in actual 
possession of said lands, and the heirs of the said George Long were at the time of the cession; and the 
said George Long was in possession from the time of the survey aforesaid till his death, and his heirs after 
him till the said sale; that she is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, 


September 17, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot to George Long 
of the land, dated April 9, 1793.] 

[Here follows a deed of conveyance from the heirs of George Long to claimant, dated November 6, 
1821.] 


Joseph Summerall, being duly sworn, doth depose and say, that Sarah Petty, the claimant, is the only 
heir-at-law of John Houston, deceased, and was his daughter, &c., &. This deponent also well knows a 
tract of land of about 250 acres or 260 acres, more or less, which the said Sarah Petty now resides upon, 
with her family and negroes; this tract she bought of the heirs of George Long in 1821; that she has 
occupied the same ever since the purchase; that the said George Long, to whom the same had been 
granted, and his heirs after his death, had possession of the said land, and lived upon and cultivated it, 
for most of the time, for 20 or 30 years before the said Sarah Petty bought the same; that the children of 
the said George Long were four in number, and, as well as this deponent can recollect, were Matthew, 
Joseph, Margaret, and Jane; further this deponent saith not. 

JOSEPH SUMMERALL. 


Sworn before me this 283d December, 1823. ; 
JOHN B. STRONG, Judge of the County Court. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board find in this case that the Spanish government had the land surveyed and laid off for George 
Long, as per certified plat of the same by Marrot, dated April 9, 1793; that the heirs of Long sold and 
conveyed the tract to claimant, and that the grantee and his heirs occupied and cultivated it between twenty 
and thirty years. We deem this to be a valid Spanish grant, and confirm it to claimant. October 11. 


No. 100.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Travers vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Travers and the other heirs of Thomas Travers, deceased, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated 
at a place called Santa Thomas, on St. John’s river, and is bounded as follows: beginning at a live oak*, 
running south 70° west, 100 chains, to a pine tree on the bank of the river; thence south 20° east, 110 chains, 
to a pine tree marked +; thence north 70° east, 42 chains, to a laurel on the margin of the creek Santa Thomas; 
which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to them by Governor White, in virtue of the royal 
order of 1790; and your memorialists further showeth that they are in actual possession of said lands; 
they reside in St. Augustine, and did so at the exchange of flags. 

WILLIAM TRAVERS, 


By GEORGE MURRAY. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor White to the heirs of Charles Travers, 
deceased, of the land, dated September 27, 1808, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant exhibiting the royal title made }; 
Governor White to the heirs of Thomas Travers, deceased, dated September 27, 1808. In consideration 
whereof, we confirm the thousand acres to claimant. October 11. 


No. 101.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Travers vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy-two acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of William Travers, administrator of the estate of Thomas Travers, deceased, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land containing one hundred and seventy-two 
acres, situated on the river St. John’s, at a place called St. Patricio, bounded as follows: beginning at a 
cypress tree marked with a cross, running north 30°, 35 chains, to a stake on the bank of St. John’s river. 
thence south 53° east, 49 chains, to a pine tree; thence south 30° west, 35 chains, to a cypress tree with the 
same mark, on the bank of said river; which title your memorialist derives from an absolute grant made to 
Thomas Travers, deceased, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. Your memorialist 
and heirs of Thomas Travers claim title to the said tract of land. And your memorialist further showeth 
that he is in possession of said lands; that your memorialist was here at the change of flags, and still 
resides in St. Augustine; that he is a citizen of East Florida and resident of the same. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM TRAVERS. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor White to Thomas Travers of the 
land, dated September 27, 1808, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant exhibiting the royal title made by 
Governor White to the heirs of Thomas Travers, deceased, September 27, 1808. We confirm the title to 


claimant. October 11. 
No. 102.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
John Gianoply vs. The United States. For fifteen acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Gianoply respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of fifteen acres, more or less, without the gates, and 1,500 yards, and is bounded as follows: 
beginning at a stake on the line of John Gianoply’s lands; thence running north 22° west, 20 chains, to an 
oak tree; thence north 68° east, 5 chains; thence south 46° east, 12 chains and 40 links, to a stake; 
thence south 8° west, 10 chains; thence to the first bounds, as appears by the plat and survey herewith 
presented; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Domingo Segui, dated January 19, 
1805, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to your memorialist 
about the year 1815, but did not convey until January 25, 1821, which deed is herewith presented. And 
your memorialist further states that the said lands were granted for ten acres, and have been occupied, 
with the knowledge and acquiescence of the Spanish government, for more than thirty years by your 
memorialist and those under whom he holds. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands, and was at the cession; and he further states that the said lands were never 
surveyed regularly till recently, but marked out by affixing stakes; and that, on recent survey, they are 
found to contain fifteen acres, as appears by the plat and survey aforesaid, and have been cultivated and 
improved with the knowledge of the government aforesaid; that he is a citizen of the United States and 


resident of Florida. St. Augustine, October 7, 1823. 
JOHN B, STRONG, Attorney of Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession of the land by Governor White to Domingo Segui, 


dated January 14, 1805.] 
[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Domingo Segui to claimant of ten acres, dated 


June 25, 1821.] 
[Here follows a plat and certificate of survey by G. Darling. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


This claimant in this case exhibited a concession made by Governor White to Domingo Segui for ten 
acres, dated January 19, 1805. Segui, June 25, 1821, sold and conveyed the same to claimant. It was 
proven that he lived on and cultivated this tract for at least thirty years. In consideration whereof, we 
confirm the title to Gianoply. October 12. 


TESTIMONY. 
John Gianoply vs. The United States. For fifteen acres of land. 


Gamaliel Darling, being sworn, says that he knows the original grantee, who lived on the said tract 
previous to his having sold it to the present claimant. Witness says that the present owner has cultivated 
the same ever since the purchase. Witness says he has resided in the province about six years; says that 
he had nothing to guide him in the survey but the words of the owner, and that the lines were pointed 
out by the said owner, and there were old ditches that guided him in the survey. 
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Philip Solana, being sworn, says that Mr. Segui lived on the tract till his death, and that his son 
lived on the said tract until the same was sold; does not know what quantity was contained in the grant. 


No. 103.—Reporr No, 1.—1824. 
Seymour Pickett vs. The United States. Claim for three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Seymour Pickett, resident of this Territory of Florida and citizen of the United 
States, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of three 
hundred and fifty acres, situated on the Mosquito river, at a place called Smyrna, bounded by the canal 
or marsh, and thence to run north in front till the complement is made up, but has not been surveyed; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to himself by the Spanish government September 
3, 1803, and herewith presented by copy, with its translation, which grant was made by virtue of the 
royal order of 1790. And your memorialist further states that he took possession of the said lands 
immediately after receiving the grant, and continued in possession and cultivated the same till 1808, when 
the Indians burnt his house and the houses of the whole settlement, and committed such depredations 
that all the settlers were obliged to abandon their settlement for want of government protection. _And 
your memorialist says that immediately after the cession, he again took possession of his property by 
placing Jeremiah Ives, his tenant, upon the same, who has cultivated it ever since, and built houses upon 
the same. 

All which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


Since making the above memorial a survey has been found, and is bounded on the north by lands 
of Robert Sheppard, on the east by Mosquito river, on the south by lands of John Addison, and on the 


west by vacant lands. : 
JOHN B. STRONG, for Claimant. 


{Here follows the translation of the concession by George White to the claimant of the land, dated 
September 3, 1803.] 

(Here follows the translation of the certificate of survey by John Purcell of the three hundred and 
fifty acres, dated May 20, 1803. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Governor White conceded the three hundred and fifty acres to claimant by 
concession, dated September 3, 1803. Deeming this to be a valid Spanish grant, the same is hereby 
confirmed to claimant and his heirs. November 25. 


No. 104.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Henry Martin’s heirs vs. The United States. Claim for four hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of the heirs of Henry Martin, deceased, resident in Charleston, South Carolina, and 
citizens of the United States, respectfully showeth: That they claim title to a tract of land of four hundred 
acres, situated at the Mosquito, and bounded on the north by Ladd’s lands, not having been surveyed, 
remainder not known; which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to the said Henry Martin, 
September 3, 1803, copy of which is herewith presented, and the translation by the Spanish government 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialists further state that the said Henry Martin 
took possession of the same, with his family, the moment after he obtained the grant, and continued in 
possession till 1808, when his house was burned, and his whole plantation was destroyed by the Indians, 
and he was obliged to abandon the same for a time on account of the continued depredations of the Indians, 
and the want of protection from the Spanish government; that soon after he procured his wife’s father to 
again take possession of the said lands, who, with uncommon patience and suffering, continued in posses- 
sion till 1812, when, from the commotions in the province and the famine experienced in that part, he was 
again obliged to abandon it; that immediately after the cession your memorialists put a tenant on the 
premises, who still occupies the same and cultivates it. All which is repectfully submitted, &c. St. 
Augustine, September 19, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Claimants’ Attorney. 


The memorialists are uncertain whether the lands claimed by them join Ladd’s or Hull’s; or if they have 
been surveyed, the survey is lost. . 
STRONG, for Claimants. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White to Henry B. Martin of the land, 
dated September 3, 1803.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Governor White conceded the four hundred acres to Henry Martin by 
concession, dated September 3, 1803. Deeming this to be a valid Spanish grant, we confirm it to the 
heirs of the aforesaid Martin. November 25. 
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No. 105.—Reporr No, 1.—1824. 
Robert Shepherd vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Robert Shepherd respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on the Mosquito river, and has been surveyed; which 
title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order 
of 1790, dated December 30, 1803; and your memorialist further showeth that he occupied and improved 
said lands a considerable time, but was compelled to leave them on account of the troubles of the times. 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the United States. St. Augustine, November 


28, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White of the hundred acres to claimant, 
dated December 30, 1803. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Governor White conceded the hundred acres to claimant December 30, 1803, 
Deeming this to be a valid Spanish grant, we confirm it to claimant and his heirs. November 25, 


No. 106.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Robert Walker vs. The United States. Claim for one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Robert Walker respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on the river Mosquito, and has not been surveyed; which 
title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order 
of 1790, July 14, 1803, as appears by said grant herewith presented; and your memorialist further 
showeth that he is not now in actual possession of said lands, but that he took possession according to 
the tenure of the grant, and remained in possession for a long time, till the savages became so troublesome 
that he was obliged to leave the same; that he is a citizen of the United States and a resident of the 
United States. St. Augustine, November 28, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White of the one hundred acres to 
claimant, dated July 14, 1803.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Governor White granted the hundred acres to claimant July 14, 1803. 
Deeming this to be a valid Spanish grant, we confirm it to claimant and his heirs. November 26. 


No. 107.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Pedro Cocifacio vs. The United States. Claim to five hundred and twenty-two acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Pedro Cocifacio respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of five hundred and twenty-two acres, situated on the river Guana, bounded as follows: 
on the south by lands of Don José Peso de Burgos, on the east by the river Guana, on the north by the 
lands of Miguel Acosta, and on the west by North river; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant filed herewith, and marked A, made to him by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 
1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he has actual possession of said lands; that he was, 
at the cession of the Floridas, a Spanish subject; that he still is, and resides in the Island of Cuba. Your 
memorialist, in consideration of the premises, prays to have his title to the said land confirmed. And, as 
in duty bound, he will, &c. 

PETER COCIFACIO, by George Murray, his Attorney. 

F. M. Arredondo to pay fees. 


{Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada to claimant for the land, 
dated October 12, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.) 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant establishes his title by producing the royal title to the land made to him by Governor 
Estrada, dated October 12, 1815. The same is hereby confirmed to him and his heirs. December 1. 
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No. 108.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Gabriel Priest vs. The United States. Claim for five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Gabriel Priest respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
Jand consisting of five hundred acres, situated on Black creek; on the west, with lands of Henry Yonge; 
first line runs 5. 70 chains, to a pine tree x ; thence N. 55° W., 105 chains, to a black jack; thence S., 40 
chains, to a pine, 30 M.; thence 5S. 30° E., 15 chains, to a stake; and on the north with the creek; which 
title your memorialist derives from an absolute grant made to John M. Fontané by Governor Estrada, in 
virtue of the royal order of 1815, who sold the same to Gabriel Priest; a certified copy of which sale, 
dated May 21, 1823, and your petitioner will file when required the plats and certificate of survey by 
Governor Clark and Andrew Burgevin; and your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual posses- 
sion of said lands; that he is a citizen of East Florida and resident of the same. Your memorialist will, 
as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. ; 

JOHN M. FONTANE, 
For G. PRIEST. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor Estrada to John M. Fontané of 
the five hundred acres, dated January 5, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1825.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 109.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Edward M. Wanton vs. The United States. or three hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Edward M. Wanton respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of 300 acres, situated on the head of the creek called Coleson’s Bank, on the east 
of the river St. John’s, and known by the name of Old Cowpen, bounded on all sides by public pine lands. 
The first line runs south 55° east, 49 chains, to a pine; the second line, south 35° west, 62 chains, to 
another pine; the third line, north 55° west, 49 chains, to another pine; and the fourth line, north 35° east, 
62 chains, to another pine, as will more fully appear by referring to the certificate of survey of George 
J. F. Clarke, dated November 17, 1819, herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to your memorialist by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of Florida. 

In confirmation of the title of your memorialist, he begs leave to refer this honorable board to the 
memorial and decree thereon, dated November 25, 1817, and on file in the office of the public archives of 
this city, and to the certificate of survey of George J. F. Clarke, public surveyor, dated November 17, 
1819, herewith presented, marked C. 

All which is respectfully submitted. EDWARD M. WANTON, 

By his attorney, THOMAS F. CORNELL. 

Sr. Aveustine, November 28, 1823. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor Coppinger of the land to claimant, 
dated November 25, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] ; 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George J. F. Clarke of the 300 
acres, dated November 17, 1819. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


' The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 110.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Edward M. Wanton vs. The United Stales. For three hundred and fifty acres. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of Edward M. Wanton respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of 350 acres, situated on the east of the river St. John’s, and known by the name 
of Picolata ferry, bounded on the north and east by public lands, on the south by lands belonging to your 
memorialist, and on the west by the said river St. John’s. The first line runs north 60° east, 58 chains, to 
@ pine; the second line, north, 61 chains, to a cypress; the north formed by a creek called Bayley’s cove; 
and the west the natural boundary of the said river, as will more particularly appear by the accompany- 
ing certificate of survey; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist by 
Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is legally in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of Florida. ' 
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In confirmation of the title of your memorialist, he begs leave to refer this honorable board to the 
memorial and decree dated November 25, 1818, on file in the office of the public archives of this city, and 
to the certificate of survey of George J. F. Clarke, public surveyor, dated November 17, 1819, laceuch 
presented, marked D. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. EDWARD M. WANTON, 

By his attorney, THOMAS F. CORNELL 


The concession in the claim of Mr. Wanton for 300 acres applies in this case, this being part of the 
concession dated November 25, 1817. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of 350 acres by George J. F. Clarke 
dated December 17, 1819.] ’ 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 111.—ReEport No. 1.—1824. 


Bernardo Segui vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and tilles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Bernardo Segui respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land containing 300 acres, situated in the territory of Mosquito, on the river Halifax, near Pelican 
island, bounded on the nerth by lands of Farquhar Bethune, on the east by the river Halifax, and on the 
south and west by vacant lands; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made Estevan Arnau 
from the Spanish government by his excellency Governor Estrada, for services, November 17, 1815, and 
which grant and a survey thereof are herewith filed, marked A and B; as also a conveyance of the same 
from the grantee to your memorialist, marked C, and dated March 29,1822. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is actually legally seized and possessed of said land; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of the city of St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

BERNARDO SEGUI. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor Estrada to Estevan Arnau of the 300 acres, 
dated November 17, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Robert McHardy, dated October 


7, 1818. ] 
[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Arnau to claimant, dated March 9, 1822.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


Norre.—No. 112 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. 


No. 113.—Report No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph S. Sanchez vs. The United States. For twenty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph S. Sanchez, for himself and the other heirs of Francis J. Sanchez, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of twenty acres, situated on 
Anastacia island, which has not been surveyed, but is situated west of the town, bounded as appears by 
the memorial and grant herewith presented, dated July 3, 1802; which title your memorialist derives from 
a grant made to Francis X. Sanchez by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, (which said 
Sanchez was father to your memorialist,) and is dated , and which said land was, by the heirs.of said 
estate, set apart to your memorialist as part of his portion of said Sanchez’s estate. And your memorialist 
further showeth that his said father was in actual possession of said lands at the time of his death, and 
had been from the date of the grant; and had built houses upon the same, and had cultivated it; and your 
memorialist is now in the actual possession of the same; that he is a citizen of the United States and a 
resident of Florida. St. Augustine, November 24, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 





[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White of the land to Francisco X. 
Sanchez, dated July 8, 1802.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant, as one of the heirs of Francis X. Sanchez, exhibited to the board a concession by 
Governor White for twenty acres, dated July 8, 1802. 
We deem this to be a valid Spanish grant, and confirm it to claimant. December 11. 























CLAIMS 





IN FLORIDA. 





No. 114.—Report No. 1.—-1824. 


John B. Entralgo vs. The United States. Claim to one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


Tp the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John B. Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated about thirty miles west of the post of Buena Vista, at 
a place called Corrall de Agua, and is bounded as follows: beginning at a gum, and running S. 12° E., 
"0 chains and 71 links, to a pine tree marked with a cross; thence S. 78° E., 141 chains and 42 links, to a 
nogel marked with a cross; thence N.12° E., 70 chains 71 links, to a white oak marked with a cross; 
thence in a straight line to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to said 
John B. Entralgo by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815.—(See the grant 
and plat, marked A, filed herewith.) And your memorialist further showeth that he has possession of said 
lands, that he lived in St. Augustine at the change of flags, and now resides in Cuba. 

JOHN B. ENTRALGO, 
By GEO. MURRAY. 


[Translation. ] 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem. of this city and 
province, and chief of the royal domain of St. Augustine, Florida, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve the favors and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both regular and militia, of this province, who assisted in its defence at the time of the rebellion, one of 
the said favors being a distribution of land in proportion to the number of the family each individual 
might have; that having offered himself, Don Juan de Entralgo, notary of government and the royal 
domain, the only one in this city and province, soliciting, in virtue of said favors, as former commandant 
of the company of mulattoes and negroes of said city, and an old settler of it, in consequence of the royal 
order communicated to this government by the captain general of the Havana October 29, 1790, the con- 
cession of one thousand acres of land were granted to him in vacant land, which is about thirty miles to 
the west of the post of Buena Vista, on the river St. John’s, at a place known as the Water Pen, its survey 
beginning to the east of a great lake which is in the said place, bounded on all sides by vacant lands, as 
is accredited by my decree of the 20th day of May last, made on the proceedings moved for by the said 
Don Juan de Entralgo, the above-mentioned one thousand acres of land at the place mentioned, for himself, 
his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in expediting to him, as by these presents I do, the 
corresponding title by which I separate from the royal domain all the rights and dominion which it had 
to said land; and I cede and transfer to the said Don Juan de Entralgo, his heirs and successors, that, in 
consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, 
with all its entrances, outlets, customs, rights, and services which it has had, has, and in fact and law 
belong or pertain to it, and at their will sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. In all 
which I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the secretary of this government, Brevet Second Lieu- 
tenant Don Tomas de Aguilar, and by the officer of the secretary’s department, Don Antonio Alvarez, 
whom I have named for assistant witnesses for this purpose, the said notary of government and the 
royal domain being interested. St. Augustine, November 15, 1817. : 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By command of his lordship: 
Tomas DE AGUILAR. 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ. 


This is conformable to the original, which remains in the archives of the notary of this government 
and of the royal demain; and at his desire I sign these presents, with the assistant witnesses, on common 
paper, the stamped not being used. St. Augustine, November 15, 1817. : 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


Tomas DE AGUILAR. 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. . 


[Translation ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, as surveyor named by a decree of this government made the 11th of June of 
the present year: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don Juan Entralgo, notary of govern- 
ment and the royal domain in this city, a piece of land which contains one thousand acres of land, and 
which is situated to the southeast of the savanna of the deceased chief of the Seminoles, known as 
Bowleg's, and part at a lake, by the side of which the said Bowlegs had a cowpen. The first line of the 
said land begins with a marked X, and runs south 12° west, 70 chains 71 links, and ends with a pine 
marked X ; the second line begins with the said pine, runs south 78° east, 141 chains 42 links, and ends 
with a hickory marked -+; the third line runs from thence north 12° east, 70 chains 71 links, and ends 
with a white oak also marked +, some distance on the east side of the lake, and being in other cir- 
cumstances conformable to the following plan; to confirm which I give these presents, which I sign in St. 
Augustine, Florida, September 9, 1819. 





ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
A copy from the original, to which I refer. : 
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————_________. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish laneua 
, sie F. J. FATIO, SB.L Ge 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we ascertain that the land was granted to claimant in absolute property by a royal title, 
bearing date November 15, 1817, which was afterwards surveyed. We therefore confirm the same to 
him and his heirs. June 30, 1824. 


No. 115.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
John D. Vaughan vs. The United States. For nine hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 5 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John D. Vaughan respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of 950 acres, situated and lying on Lofton creek, near Nassau river, and by the accom- | 
panying survey and certificate, marked B, is of the following metes and bounds, to wit: north 10° east, 
97 chains; thence north 80° west, 98 chains; thence south 10° east, 97 chains; then south 80° east, 98 
chains, and bounded on the south by lands of Mr. Walker; which title your memorialist claims in virtue 
of a survey made for him by Mr. George Clarke, the surveyor general for East Florida, as is more fully 
shown by the survey and certificate, marked B, and by the deposition of Mr. George Clarke, marked (, 
which documents accompany this memorial. Your memorialist begs leave further to state to your honor- 
able board that he is now living on the said land, and that he has had it in occupation and cultivation 
for several years. Your memorialist is now, and has been for many years, a resident of Florida, and was 
such at the cession of the Territory to the United States. He prays that your honorable board will con- 
firm his title to the said tract of land. 

JOHN D. VAUGHAN, 


By his agent, EDWARD R. GIBSON. 





[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George J. E. Clarke of the 950 
acres, dated December 8, 1816.] 


Territory or Fioripa, County of St. Johns: 

On July —, 1824, in the city of St. Augustine, before K. R. Gibson, justice of the peace for said county, 
and in the presence of Edgar Macon, esq., attorney of the United States for East Florida, personally 
appeared George J. F. Clarke, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say, that early in the year 1816 
he, the deponent, was employed by John D. Vaughan, planter, of Amelia island, to procure for him, from 
the government of East Florida, through the process usually had in such cases, a grant*to a tract of 
land lying on Lofton’s creek, Nassau river, pursuant to a royal order of March, 1815, granting bounties 
of land for services, to which bounty the said Vaughan had an unquestionable claim, as was well known 
to this deponent, as an officer sof government; that this deponent presented a petition in the name of the 
said Vaughan, which he handed to the commandant at Fernandina, who transmitted the same to the 
governor of the province, and the said petition was decreed and returned to the commandant for his 
report; that this deponent knows that the same was favorably reported on by said commandant, which 
was ali that was required in such cases to make the grant sure; and it was again transmitted by hin, 
officially, to the governor at St. Augustine—the usual course of such claims; and this deponent paid the 
said commandant, for J.D. Vaughan, the usual fees in such cases; that some short time after this the 
escrivano, at whose office such papers are deposited, was at Fernandina, and this deponent, on inquiring 
of him respecting said grant, was told, in the presence of Mr. Vaughan, by the escrivano, that the grant 
was finally decreed. In consequence of that information, this deponent, as surveyor general of the 
province, did survey and deliver to said Vaughan 950 acres of land at the place above mentioned, which 
he now cultivates; and this deponent believes and has generally understood that Vaughan began to make 

- Improvements on it in the year 1816, and has cultivated it from that time to the present. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


Sworn to before me July 14, 1804. 
E. R. GIBSON. 





The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to claimant. 
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No. 116.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Barden vs. The United States. For siz lots. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 
The petition of William Barden, in right of his wife and other heirs of Uriah Bowden, respectfully 

showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land cousisting of six lots, situated on St. John’s ~ 
river, at a place called St. Anthony, commencing at the edge of said river at a post marked with a cross; 
thence running south 20° east, 50 chains, to a cypress with the same mark, bounded by lands of Robert 
Gilbert; thence south 70° east, 32 chains, to a pine of the same mark; thence north 20° west, 70 chains, 
to a pine of the same mark, at Point St. Anthony, on St. John’s river; thence the courses of said river to 
the place of beginning, as will appear by a survey made by Don Samuel Eastlake, authorized surveyor, 
dated December 22, 1791, now on file in the office of the keeper of the public archives; which title your 
memorialist derives from a royal grant made to Uriah Bowden by Governor Sebastian Kindelan, dated 
April 17, 1815, a certified copy of which is herewith presented, by virtue of the royal order of October 
99,1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he claims title through his wife, Mary, who, as 
the widow of Uriah Bowden and the wife of your memorialist, has occupied the lands ever since the 

eat 17817, and is still in possession; that your memorialist is a citizen of the United States and resident 


yf East Florida. All which is respectfully submitted. WILLIAM BARDEN, 
By attorney, WATERS SMITH. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Kindelan to Uriah Bowden of the 
land, dated April 17, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that the land was granted in absolute property to Uriah Bowden, as per royal 
title by Governor Kindelan, dated April 17, 1815. In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to the 
widow and other heirs of the aforesaid Bowden. December 18. 


No. 117.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
William Travers vs. The United States. For seven hundred and fifty and one-third acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of William Travers, son of Thomas Travers, for himself and the other heirs of Thomas 
Travers, deceased, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of 7504 acres, situated on the St. John’s river, at a place called Glorat, and is bounded by lands of Isaac 
Wickes, Juan McQueen, and others, and has the following lines: beginning at a gum marked 4, running 
west, 64 chains, to a pine +-; thence north 22° east, 40 chains, to a pine marked +, on the bank of St. John’s 
river; thence up said river, with its course, to a live-oak marked +; thence south 30° west, 65 chains, to 
a live-oak +, on the river; thence to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to Thomas Travers by governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands. He resides in St. Augustine, and did so at 


the change of flags. 
WILLIAM TRAVERS, for the heirs of Thomas Travers. 


GEORGE MURRAY. 


[Here follows various proceedings, by which is seen that Thomas Travers obtained permission from 
Governor White to take possession of the land formerly granted to Thomas Sterling, on account of the 
liabilities which he incurred for said Sterling to the government. The permission of Governor White is 


dated October 11, 1803.] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of Pedro Marrot, commissioned 


judge for the distribution of lands, of the land, (22 caballerias and 17 acres,) dated January 9, 1792, laid 
off tor Thomas Sterling.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Thomas Travers petitioned the government to have the land in question 
transferred to him for the reasons set forth in his memorial, which, after various proceedings had, was 
finally acceded to by Governor White October 11, 1803. The board being of opinion that this would 
have been a valid grant had Florida remained a dominion of the King of Spain, they confirm it to claimants 
and their heirs. December 28. 

TESTIMONY. 


William Travers, for himself and the other heirs of Thomas Travers, vs. The United States. For seven hundred 
and fifty and one-third acres of land. 


A. Bellamy, being sworn, states that he has always understood that said tract belongs to Mr. Travers, 
and that the family of the Augers have resided and now reside on said tract; and that Dr. Hall informed 
witness that he was agent for said Travers, and that he placed them there. 

A BELLAMY. 


Francis J. Fatio, being duly sworn, states that he knew Dr. Thomas Travers, and that he has always 
understood that William Travers, the memorialist in this case, is the reported son of Thomas Travers, 


deceased. 
FRANCIS J. FATIO. 


' Before the board in session July 13, 1824. FRANCIS J. FATIO 
VOL, IvV-——44 c 
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No. 118.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 


Shadrick Stanley vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Shadrick Stanley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to 4 
tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated at the St. Mary’s river; first line runs south 
from the river, commencing at a pine on its banks, 75 chains, to a pine; second line, thence south, 49 
chains, to a pine; third line, thence north, 75 chains, to a pine on the river; bounded east by the lands of 
Charles Love, south and west by vacant lands; all of which will be seen by the survey which is herewith 
presented; which title your memorialist claims from a survey of George Clarke, December 10, 1817, in 
conformity of the royal order of March 29, 1815. Your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands, and was at the time of the cession; and that he is a citizen of the United States 


and resident of the Territory of Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
A. BELLAMY, Aétorney. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George J. F. Clarke, dated 
December 10, 1817. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


TESTIMONY. 
Shadrick Stanley vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


G. J. F. Clarke, being sworn, states that Governor Coppinger gave him an order to distribute lands 
to all those who contributed to the defence of Fernandina in 1817. Witness states that the order was 
verbal, and that Stanley has been living on the said tract since that year. 


No. 119.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francis P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That memorialist claims title in and toa 
certain tract or parcel of land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated and being in East 
Florida aforesaid, on the south side of the river St. John’s, at a place called Wills’ Swamp, about nine 
miles southwest of the late military post of St. Nicholas, and having the following lines and dimensions, 
and, at the time of the survey thereof, having had the following boundaries, that is to say: the first line 
begins at the gum tree, and runs west, 50 chains, to a pine tree, and was bounded by vacant lands; the 
second line runs from the said pine tree north, 50 chains, to an ash tree, and was bounded by vacant land; 
the third line runs from the said ash tree east, 50 chains, to a pine tree, and was bounded by vacant 
land; and the fourth line runs from the said pine tree south, 50 chains, to the place of beginning, and was 
bounded by vacant land, as will more fully and distinctly appear by a reference to the original plat of 
the survey thereof by George J. F. Clarke, the surveyor general of East Florida, bearing date May 3, 
1817, now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A. And your memorialist further showeth that 
the said tract or parcel of land was originally granted to one David S. Miller, without condition, and in 
absolute property, March 18, 1817, by Don José Coppinger, the governor of East Florida, as will and 
at large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the grant thereof to the said David S. Miller, now 
here submitted, and marked exhibit B; and that the said David S. Miller afterwards, that is to say, on 
January 25, 1822, bargained and sold the said tract of land to your memorialist for a valuable considera- 
tion paid to him by your memorialist, and agreed, by articles of agreement under his hand, bearing date 
the day and year last aforesaid, to convey, by a regular and sufficient conveyance, the said tract of land to 
your memorialist whenever he should be thereto required, which will more fully and at large appear 
by a reference to the original articles of agreement between your memorialist and the said David S$. 
Miller, now here submitted and filed, and marked “exhibit C;” and memorialist further showeth that the 
said David S. Miller was at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States an inhabitant of 
East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain; and that your memorialist was, before and at the time 
he so purchased the said land as aforesaid from the said David S. Miller, an inhabitant and settler of East 
Florida, and that he has continued ever since to be, and now is, such an inhabitant and settler; wherefore, 
he prays confirmation of his title to the said tract of land and its appurtenances, conformably to the acts 
of Congress in such case made and provided; and he will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c., &c. 

FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor Coppinger to David S. Miller of 
the two hundred and fifty acres, dated March 18, 1817.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George J. F. Clarke of the two 
hundred and fifty acres, dated May 3, 1817.] 
[Here follows a conveyance from Miller to claimant; dated January 25, 1822.] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced to the board an unconditional concession made by Governor 
Coppinger to David S. Miller, dated March 18, 1817, for the two hundred and fifty acres, together with a 
survey thereof. The grantee, on January 25, 1822, sold and conveyed the land to claimant. In considera- 
tion whereof, we confirm the title to Sanchez and his heirs. December 20. 


No. 120.—Rerorr No. 1.—1824. 
Francis Julian Avice vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifteen acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francis Julian Avice respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of one hundred and fifteen acres, situated on the river Matanzas, bounded north 
by lands of Hippolite Carter, west by vacant lands, and east by the river Matanzas; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant and survey filed herewith, marked A and B, made to Aysick Travers, a 
free black, by the Spanish government, November 10, in the year 1803, in virtue of the royal order of the 
King of Spain dated October 29, 1790; which title is acquired through a purchase made by said F. J. 
Avice from Lewis Salomon July 30, 1821, who purchased said land from said Aysick Travers. And 

our memorialist further showeth that he is actually legally seized and possessed of said land; that he is 
a citizen of the United States and resident of the city of St. Augustine. He also exhibits the conveyance 
from Aysick to said Lewis Salomon, marked P, and the conveyance from said Lewis Salomon to your 


memorialist, marked Q. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
F. J. AVICE. 


|Here follows a concession from Governor White to Aysick, a free black, of the hundred and fifteen 
acres, (translated,) dated November 10, 1803.] 

Here follows a royal title in confirmation of the concession made by Governor Coppinger to Aysick 
Travers, and dated June 18, 1821.] 

[Here follows a translation of the certificate and plat of survey of the hundred and fifteen acres made 
by Andres Burgevin, and dated June 14, 1821.] 

[Here follows a translation of the conveyance from Aysick Travers to Lewis Salomon, dated June 


20, 1821.] 
[Here follows a translation of the conveyance from Lewis Salomon to claimant, dated July 30, 1821.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant produced a concession from Governor White to Aysick, a free black, dated 
November 10, 1803, for the land; likewise a plat of the same. Although the confirmation of the grant by 
a royal title, which was also exhibited, bears date subsequent to January 24, 1818, the board deem the 
grant a valid one, and confirm it to claimant and his heirs. September 3, 1824. 


Francis J. Avice vs. The United States. Claim for one hundred and fifteen acres of land. 


Francis Ferreira, being duly sworn, states that he knew Aysick Travers to have possession of the 
said tract, and lived on the same. Witness states that he was at the house of said Travers about the 
year 1808 or 1809, and that the claimant had made considerable improvements on the land; that the said 
Travers was obliged to abandon the same in the year 1812, on account of the revolution, and returned 
thereon when the province was pacified, and remained until the change of flags. Witness further states 


that said Travers had dwelling-houses on said land. 
FRANCISCO FERREIRA. 


Before the board in session September 3, 1824. 
FRANCIS J. FATIO. 


No. 121.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Joseph M. Hernandez vs. The United States. Claim for four hundred and fifty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Joseph M. Hernandez, of St. Augustine, East Florida, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land of four hundred and fifty-five acres, situated at the North- 
west creek, a branch of the river Matanzas, otherwise called Pelisser’s creek, bounded on the south by 
said creek, and on the other sides by pine barren. The first line begins at a pine marked H, and runs 
north 20° west, 95 chains 48 links, to another pine marked H; the second line runs thence south 35° 
west, 47 chains 47 links, to another pine marked H; the third line runs thence south 20° east, 108 chains, 
to another pine marked H; fourth line runs north 35° east, 47 chains 74 links, to the pine whence the 
first line began. The aforesaid tract of land was originally granted to McHenry McHenry, who, having 
abandoned, and his right therein forfeited, it was then granted to your memorialist, December 12, 1815, 
by the then acting governor, Don Juan José de Estrada; and by a decree of December 12, 1817, a royal 
title was granted to your memorialist by Governor Coppinger to the said tract of land, by virtue of the 
royal order of March 29, 1815, as will appear by said royal title, dated April 23, 1817, recorded in the 
office of public records kept by Mr. William Reynolds, of this place, as well as by the survey of said 
tract of land made by Robert McHardy, dated September 4, 1818, also in same office. And your 
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memorialist further showeth that he has been in uninterrupted possession since December 12, 1815, 


i _ St. Augustine, November 25, 1823. 
ee JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, 


[Here follows a royal title (translated) made by Governor Coppinger to claimant for the four hundreg 
and fifty-five acres, dated April 23, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore confirm it to 
claimant. 


No. 122.—Rerorr No. 1.—1824. 
J. and Emanuel Ormand vs. The United States. Claim for two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of James and Emanuel Ormand respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title 
to a tract of land, consisting of two thousand acres, situated at a place called Damatta, on the Halifax 
river, and bounded on the south by lands of Robert McHardy, on the east by vacant lands, on the north 
by lands of Robert Bennett, and on the west by the public road, (see a plat thereof filed herewith;) 
which title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to them as heirs of James Ormand, deceased, 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialists further show 
that they are in actual possession of said lands, and have been since 1807; they reside on said lands, 


and did so at the change of flags. 
J. & EMANUEL ORMAND, 
By GEO. MURRAY. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to James Ormand, 
deceased, of the two thousand acres, dated April 18, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

[Here follows the translation of the plat and certificate of survey by R. McHardy of the land, dated 
February 19, 1816.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants, as heirs at law of James Ormand, deceased, exhibit to the board a royal title for the 
two thousand acres, made by Governor Coppinger, dated April 18, 1816, together with a survey thereof. 
In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to claimants and their heirs. December 20. 


No. 123.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Mary Ann Davis vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Mary Ann Davis respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land containing one hundred and seventy-five acres, situated, lying, and being in an island called Key 
Buskun; which title your memorialist derived from a grant made to Peter Fornills by Governor White 
on the eighteenth day of January, eighteen hundred and five, who settled the same agreeable to the 
conditions of the grant, and was compelled to abandon the settlement on account of the war between 
Great Britain and Spain; and your memorialist further states that Peter Fornills died shortly after, and 
that his widow was not able to continue the settlement until her death, which took place about the year 
1820, and that the said tract of Jand has always been claimed by Raphael Andrews, her son and legal 
heir, as his property, ever since; and that your memorialist purchased the same from the said Raphael 
Andrews, as will appear from a certified copy of the conveyance herewith presented, and dated July 12, 
1824. And your. memorialist further showeth that she is legally in possession of the said land; that 
she is a citizen of the United States and resident of this city. All which is respectfully submitted. St. 


Augustine, July 23, 1824. 
MARY ANN DAVIS. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White of the one hundred and seventy- 
five acres to Peter Fornills, dated January 18, 1805. ] 

[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Raphael Andrews and Francisca Andrews, heirs at law of 
Peter Fornills, to Mary Ann Davis, dated July 12, 1824.] 


Territory oF Fiorina, County of St. John’s: 


The deposition of Peter Miranda, taken before Elias B. Gould, a justice of the peace for the county of St. 
John’s aforesaid, September 29, 1824: 


Peter Miranda, being sworn, says that he was acquainted with Peter Fornills, and knows he obtained 
a grant for Key Buskun from Governor White about twenty years ago, and that he bought a schooner in 
St. Augustine for the purpose of taking possession of said key; that deponent was afterwards told by 
the said Fornills that he had been on said key, and had taken possession thereof; that he purchased the 
schooner about the time he (Fornills) obtained the grant from Governor White. And deponent further 
says that Peter Fornills has been dead a number of years; that after his death the property descended 
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to the wife of him, (the said Fornills,) and after her death it went into the possession of Raphael Andrews, 
her son and legal heir, who transferred it to the present claimant. 





PEDRO MIRANDA. 
Sworn to before me this 29th day of September, 1824. 


E. B. GOULD, Justice of the Peace. 


Territory oF Froriwa, County of St. John’s: 


The deposition of Bartolo Pounce, taken before Elias B. Gould, a justice of the peace for the county afore- 
said, October'1, 1824: — 


Bartolo Pounce, being sworn, says that he recollects that his (deponent’s) father and one Peter 
Fornills left St. Augustine about twenty years ago to settle Key Buskun. Deponent thinks he was 
about ten years old; when deponent’s father and Peter Fornills had returned deponent heard his father 
say that they had settled Key Buskun, and had remained there some time, but that they were obliged to 
abandon the island in consequence of the war between Great Britain and Spain; deponent says his father 
has been dead about twelve years, and that Pedro Fornills is also dead; deponent has always understood 
that Key Buskun was Peter Fornills’ property; that when he died the property went to his wife, and 
after the death of Mrs. Fornills it went to her son, Raphael Andrews, and the said Andrews sold the said 
island to the present claimant. 


his 
BARTOLO + POUNCE. 


mark. 


KE. B. GOULD, Justice of the Peace. 


Sworn to before me this Ist day of October, 1824. 


Territory oF Fioriwa, County of St. John’s: 


The deposition of John Pounce, of the city of St. Augustine, taken October 2, 1824, before Elias B. Gould, 
a justice of the peace for the county aforesaid: 


John Pounce, being sworn, says that he knows the island called Key Buskun, near Cape Florida, and 
does not think it contains more than 175 acres fit for cultivation; deponent was on the island of Key 
Buskun about 20 years ago, and saw Guinea corn and coffee growing on it. There was a man named 
Vincent living on the island, but deponent does not know who settled him there; but he always under- 
stood that Key Buskun belonged to Peter Fornills. And further this deponent says not. 

hi 


is 
JOHN + POUNCE. 


mark, 


E. B. GOULD, Justice of the Peace. 


Sworn to before me October 2, 1824. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a concession from Governor White to Peter Fornills for 175 acres, 
dated January 18, 1818. Fornills and his wife having said the land descended to Andrews, who sold and 
conveyed the same to claimant, we deem the grant a valid one, and confirm it to Mrs. Davis. December 21. 


No. 124.—Reporr No. 1.--1824. 
John D. Vaughan vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John D. Vaughan respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land situated and being in Amelia island, and containing two hundred and fifty acres, which, by the 
survey of Don John Purcell, has the following metes and bounds, to wit: north 47° east, 90 chains, then 
north 80° east, 55 chains, and bounded on the west by marsh, and on the north by lands of Antonio Suarez, 
on the south by lands of John Edwards, and on the east by vacant lands; which title your memorialist 
derives from a grant made to your memorialist by the Spanish government, March 4, 1797, in virtue of 
the royal order of the year 1790, and by your memorialist having resided on the said land the number 
of years required by the government of Florida, obtained, June 18, 1821, from Governor Coppinger com- 
plete titles for said land; all which matters, as above stated, being fully shown by the accompanying 
document, marked A. Your memorialist further states that he is now, and has been for many years, a 
resident of Florida, and was such at the cession of the Territory to the government of the United States. 
And your memorialist prays that your honorable board will confirm his title to the said tract of land. 

JNO. D. VAUGHAN, 
By his agent, E. R. GIBSON. 


[Translation. ] 


Sr. AvcustinE DE LA Fiorwa, March 1, 1797. 


John Daniel Vaughan supplicates your excellency that you would grant to him the number of acres 
of land that may correspond to the number of his family, on Amelia island, on vacant land to the north 
of the lands solicited by Don John Edwards; which favor he hopes to obtain from the goodness of your 


excellency. 
JUAN D. VAUGHAN. 


The Governor AND CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Sr. Aveustine, March 2, 1797. 


Let the commandant of engineers report. 


WHITE. 
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SeXor Governor anp CommanpeEr-IN-cniEF: There is no objection to the petitioner establishing himself 
on the land which he solicits on the island of Amelia, if it meets the approbation of your excellency; but 
as there may hereafter be reasons why the government should wish to remove the inhabitants from the 
island to the land on the river St. John’s, it ought to be on condition that the petitioner should have no 
claim on the royal treasury for damages on account of such removal. This is what I have to inform your 


excellency, that you may act as is agreeable to you. St. Augustine, March 3, 1797. 
PEDRO DIAS BERRIO. 


Sr. Aveustine, March 4, 179%. 
Let there be granted to the petitioner the land which he solicits, without prejudice to a third person 
according to the number of his family, and to the precise condition of conforming himself to the foregoing 
exposition of not claiming any damages if the service of the King should require that he leave the island 
and retire to land on the St. John’s. 
WHITE. 


The certificate was given. ‘“ RENGILE.” 


I certify that the above is a true translation of the accompanying document, marked A, purporting 
to be a copy of the memorial and concession of a tract of land in Amelia island to John D. Vaughan. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. ] 


In virtue of the commission conferred on me by Don Henry White, political and military: governor of 
this province, Octeber 7, 1803, I certify that I have, in the presence of the Captains Don Ferdinand de 
la Puente and Don Santiago Cashen, surveyed and laid off for Don John D. Vaughan a tract of land con- 
taining two hundred and fifty acres, and situated on Amelia island, and bounded on the west by marsh, 
on the north by lands of Antonio Suarez, on the south by lands of John Edwards, and on the east by 
vacant lands, whose figure and boundaries are as shown in the accompanying plat; and in confirmation 
thereof I sign the above in the island of Amelia, December 14, 1807. 

JOHN PURCELL. 


FERNANDINA DE LA Punta. 


I certify the above to be a correct translation of the certificate of survey by J. Purcell of two hundred 
and fifty acres of land for Don John D. Vaughan. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


N. 47 E., 90 chains. 









Hammock 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. - 


The claimant exhibited to the board a concession without condition for the land by Governor 
White, dated March 4, 1797; likewise a survey; in consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and 
his heirs. July 14, 1824. 


No. 125.—Reporr No. 1.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. Claim for sixteen acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of sixteen acres, situated about one mile to the north of the gate of this town, bounded on 
the north by the lands formerly of Peter Triay, and on the west by St. Nicholas road; the first line runs 
north 75° east, 12 chains, to a stake; the second line, thence south 21° east, 154 chains, to another stake; 
third line, thence south 75° west, 9 chains, to another stake; fourth line, thence north 31° west, 15} chains, 
to another stake, where the first line began; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made 














1895.] CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 351 


a heslsamninite 
to Diego Carreras by Governor White, dated February 6, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 
1190, who obtained a royal title from Governor Coppinger June 19, 1818, and who conveyed the same to 

our memorialist by bill of sale dated April 23, 1819. And your memorialist further showeth that he is 
‘, actual possession of said land; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 


November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL, 
By his attorney, WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 

















































Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White to Diego Carreras of the sixteen 
acres of land, dated February 6, 1805. ] 


(Here follows thejtranslation of the certificate and plat of survey of the sixteen acres by Andres 
Burgevin, dated February 15, 1819.] 


[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Carreras to Perpall, dated April 23, 1819.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced in evidence a concession for the sixteen acres of land made by Governor 
White to Diego Carreras February 6, 1805, and a survey thereof; Carreras, April 23, 1819, sold and con- 
veyed the land to Mr. Perpall. It appeared also that Carreras improved and cultivated the land for some 
time. The same is hereby confirmed to claimant and his heirs. September 17. 


No. 126.—Report No. 1.—1824. 


Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer vs. The United States. Claim for two thousand two hundred and sixty-six and 
a third acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. : 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of sixty-eight caballerias, or about 2,2664 acres of land, situated at St. 
Pablo, on a creek by the same name, near the mouth of the river St. John’s, about forty miles to the north 
of St. Augustine, bounded on the north, south, and east by vacant lands, and on the west by the St. Pablo 
creek; the first line commences at a pine on the margin of said creek, marked with a cross, and runs east, 
eighty-six chains, to another pine with the same mark; the second line begins at the last-mentioned pine, 
and runs south 12° east, 300 chains, to a stake with the same mark; the third line begins at said stake, 
and runs west, 40 chains, to a pine with the same mark; the fourth line begins at the last-mentioned pine, 
and runs north 40° west, 80 chains, and ends at a pine with the same mark; and thence along}the meanders 
of said creek to the beginning, as is seen by a plat and certificate herewith filed, made by Pedro Marrot 
in favor of Juan McQueen, and dated February 3, 1792, and marked exhibit A; which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal title made to Juan McQueen, dated February 29, 1804, by Governor White, in virtue 
of the royal order of October 20, 1790, who sold the same to memorialist, as is seen by the certified copy of 
conveyance dated February 9, 1809, and marked exhibit B. And your memorialist further showeth that 
he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
BARTOLOME DE CASTRO Y FERRER. 


[Here follows the translation of a certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot and Samuel Eastlake 
of seventy caballerias of land, dated February 3, 1792, surveyed for Juan McQueen. ] 

[Here follows the translation of a royal title made by Governor White to Juan McQueen for sixty- 
eight caballerias, (equal to 2,2664 acres,) dated February 27, 1804, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from John McQueen to claimant of sixty-eight cabal- 
lerias, dated February 9, 1809.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant exhibited to the board a certified plat of survey made by Marrot to Juan McQueen, 
dated February 3, 1792; also a royal title for the land by Governor White to said McQueen, dated February | 
27, 1804, for headrights; also, a deed of conveyance from grantee to claimant. All which being satisfactory 
to the board, they confirm his title for the land. December 24. 
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No. 1.—Reporr No. 2.—1824. 


George Atkinson vs. The United States. Claim to one thousand six hundred acres of land. 





MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Atkinson, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand and sixty acres, situated on the river N assau, 
and known by the name of Spell’s Swamp, on the north side of the river, bounded by vacant lands, as 
follows: first line runs north 45° west, 135 chains; second line runs south 45° west, 80 chains; third line 
runs south 45° east, 135 chains; fourth line runs north 45° east, 80 chains, as will appear by plat marked 
A; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him March 8, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, 
in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, as per deed marked B. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, legally seized and possessed of the said lands; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Darien, in the State of Georgia. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE ATKINSON, 

By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact 


(Translation. ] 
Title of property for one thousand and sixty acres of land in favor of Don George Atkinson. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chie 
of the royal finance of the city and province, &c., &c: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, both 
of the line as well as militia, of this province, who contributed to the defence thereof during the period of 
the rebellion, being one of said rewards the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family 
each individual may have; that Don George Atkinson, lieutenant of the local militia of the town of Fer- 
nandina, having presented himself, soliciting the quantity corresponding to himself, his family, and slaves, 
there were granted him one thousand and sixty acres of land on the north creek of the Nassau, in a vacant 
; place known as Spell’s Swamp, under the following boundaries and dimensions: the first line runs north- 

west, measuring 130 chains, commences at a pine marked with a cross, at the north end of an old field 

called Woodland’s old field, and ends at a pine with the same mark; the second line runs southwest, 
measuring 80 chains, commences at the said pine and ends at a stake with the same mark of the cross; 
the third line runs southeast, measuring 130 chains, begins at said stake and ends at another with the 
same mark; the fourth line runs northeast, measuring 80 chains, commencing at said stake, and ends at 
the pine of the beginning; which concession was made him by my decree of the 16th of February last, 
agreeably to the regulations established by this government for the distribution of lands, and according 
to the number of persons and slaves each family consists of, as appears by the proceeding instituted for 
that purpose by the said Atkinson, on file in the archives of the present notary: Wherefore, I have thought 
proper to grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don George Atkinson the above- 
mentioned one thousand and sixty acres, without injury to a third, in the place already pointed out, for 
himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting him, as by these presents I do 
grant him, the corresponding title by which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it 
had to said land; and I cede and transfer it to the said Don George Atkinson, his heirs and successors, 
that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance, 
with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances, which it had, has, or by right may 
belong or pertain thereto; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate as may best 
suit them. To all of which I interpose my authority, and by right ought to, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, March 8, 1816. ; 

JOSE COPPINGER. 





By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entrareo, é&c., &c. 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used. St. Augustine, Florida, March 8, 1816. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, 8S. B. LZ. C. 


(Translation.] 


Don George J. F. Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor gen- 
eral, appointed by the government of the same city and province: I certify that, October 30, 1816, I 
measured and laid off for Don George Atkinson, merchant, of the town of Fernandina, one thousand and 
sixty acres, in a place called Spell’s Swamp, near the river Nassau, which were granted him by the gov- 
ernment in absolute property, as appears by documentary title, which the interested has shown me, and 
which he is in possession of; which land is conformable in all its parts to the following plat and its copy 
in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, Amelia island. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818, by claimant pro- 
ducing a royal title made to him by Governor Coppinger, dated March 8, 1818. The land was surveyed 
by the regular officer. We recommend this claim to Congress for confirmation, the claimant being a 
non-resident. June 11, 1824. 


No. 2.—Report No. 2.—1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to two thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: * 


The memorial of Francis P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in and 
to a certain tract or parcel of land consisting of 2,000 acres, situated and being in East Florida aforesaid, 
at a place called the Big Hammock, about forty miles to the westward of Buena Vista, on a creek to the 
westward of St. John’s river, commencing on the north of said place; that the said tract of land has the 
following lines and dimensions, and had, at the time of the survey thereof, the following boundaries, that 
is tosay: the first line begins at a stake, and runs 8. 55° W., 100 chains, to another stake, and was bounded 
by lands belonging to Antonio Alvarez; the second line runs from the said mentioned stake N. 55° W., 
200 chains, to another stake; the third line runs from the said last-mentioned stake N. 55° E., 100 chains, 
to another stake, and was bounded by lands of Donna Catalina Hijuelos; and the fourth line runs from the 
said last-mentioned stake S. 35° E., 200 chains, to the place of beginning; all which will more distinctly 
appear by a reference to the original plat of the survey of the said land, bearing date September 9, 1819, 
herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A, which said survey was made by one Andres Burgevin, 
in virtue of an order therefor of the government of April 5, 1819. And your memorialist further shows 
that the said tract of land was originally granted to one Tomas de Aguilar, without condition, and in 
absolute property, on December 7, 1817, a decree of the same having been issued therefor on May 29, of 
the same year; that the decree and grant for the said land were made by Don José Coppinger, then the 
governor of East Florida, under and in virtue of a royal order of the King of Spain, bearing date March 
29, 1815, as will more fully and at large appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said grant now 
here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B; and that the said Tomas de Aguilar afterwards, that is 
to say, on February 22, 1822, for a valuable consideration paid to him by your memorialist, conveyed to 
your memorialist the said tract or parcel of land and its appurtenances, as will fully and at large appear 
by a reference to the original conveyance of the said land by the said Tomas de Aguilar to your memorial- 
ist, now here submitted and filed, and marked C. And your memorialist further avers and shows that the 
said Tomas de Aguilar was, before and at the time the said land was so granted to him as aforesaid, and 
at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, 
and a subject of the King of Spain; and that your memorialist was, at the time of the said cession, and 
before it, and has ever since continued to be, and now is, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida. 
Wherefore, he prays a confirmation of his title in and to the said land and its appurtenances, in conformity 
to the act of Congress in such case made and provided. And he will ever pray, &c. 

FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Translation. ] 
Title of property for two thousand acres of land in favor of Don Tomas de Aguilar. 
Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
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poth of the line as well as militia, of this province, who contributed to its defence at the time of the rebel- 
lion, being one of said rewards the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family each 
person may have; that Don Tomas de Aguilar, ensign of the army and secretary of this government, 
having presented himself, soliciting, in virtue of said donations, the concession of 2,000 acres of land, 
they were granted him, in vacant land, on the place known by the name of Big Hammock, about forty 
miles, more or less, distant to the west of the post of Buena Vista, on the west side of the river St. John’s, 
its measurement commencing on the north side of said place, and following the boundaries of those 
granted to Don Antonio Alvarez, as is proven by my decree of the 29th May last, placed on the proceed- 
‘ngs instituted by the said Don Tomas de Aguilar, on file in the government notary’s office: Wherefore, I 
have thought proper to grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don Tomas de 
Aguilar the above-mentioned 2,000 acres of land, in the place pointed out, without injury to a third, for 
himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting him, as by the presents I do grant 
him, the corresponding title by which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to 
said land; and I cede and transfer the same to the aforesaid Don Tomas de Aguilar, his heirs and succes- 
sors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encum- 
prance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances which it had or 
may have, and of right may belong or pertain thereto; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, 
and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my authority as far as I can, and by 
right ought to, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 7, 1817. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
JuAN DE Entratco, Notary of Government and Royal Finance 


Conformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used, St. Augustine, Florida, December 7, 1817. 

[u. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc., éc., é&c. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
F. J. FATIO, 8. B. L. @. 


{Translation.] 


Don Andres Burgevin, surveyor, appointed by decree of this government, made the 15th of April of the 
present year, in favor of the interested: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don Tomas de 
Aguilar a tract of land containing 2,000 acres, situated in a big hammock which goes from the river 
Ocklawaha towards the Indian village named Alachua, said land being about two miles and a half distant 
from the said river of Okelevaka; bounded on its south side by the lands of Don Antonio Alvarez, and on 
its north side by the lands of Donna Catalina de Jesus Hijuelos, and being in all its other circumstances 
conformable to the accompanying plat; and that it may be made known, I give the present, which I sign 
at St. Augustine, Florida, September 9, 1819. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


Qd line. North 35° East, 200 chains. 





Stake. 
Stake 


2,000 acres, 


Hammock, * 


4th line. South 35° East, 200 chains. 


North 55° East, 100 chains. 
North 35° East, 100 chains. 


Lands of Don Antonio Alvarez. 


Ist line. 


a 
3d line. 


Lands of Donna Catalina de Jesus Hijuelos. 











Stake. 
Stake. 


_ [Here follows a conveyance by deed from Don Pedro Miranda, attorney of Tomas de Aguilar, to 
claimant, dated February 22, 1822. ] 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that the land was granted in absolute property to Thomas de Aguilar, December 
7, 1817, by Governor Coppinger, who conveyed the same, by his attorney, to claimant. In consideration 
whereof, we recommend the same to claimant. July 6, 1824. 


TESTIMONY. 


Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim for two thousand acres of land. 


Pedro Miranda, being sworn, says that the signature to a deed conveying the two thousand acres of 
land to Francis P. Sanchez is the signature of the witness, who was the attorney of Thomas de Aguilar. 




























And witness further says that the power of attorney from Aguilar to witness has been lost, so that at 


i t be found. 
present it cannot be 1o rn 
Before the board in session, July 7, 1824. 


No. 3.—Report No. 2.—1824. 


Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. Claim to two thousand seven hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 
Territory oF Fiorina, Hast Florida: 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francisco P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to 
a certain tract or parcel of land containing two thousand seven hundred acres, situated and being in East 
Florida aforesaid, on the river St. John’s, at a place known, at the time the British occupied this Territory, 
by the name of Dunn’s Lake, and has the following lines and dimensions, and at the time’of the survey 
thereof had the following boundaries, that is to say: the first line commences at a cypress tree and rungs 
north 33° east, 170 chains, to a pine, and is bounded by lands of Santes Rodriguez; the second line, com. 
mencing at the said pine tree, runs south 67° east, 160 chains, to a cypress, and was bounded by vacant 
lands; and the said lands were bounded on all sides by Dunn’s lake, as will more fully and distinctly 
appear by the plat of the said tract of land made by George J. F. Clarke, the surveyor general of East 
Florida, from the survey thereof by him, bearing date April 2, 1818, herewith submitted and filed, and 
marked exhibit A. And your memorialist further shows that the said tract of land was originally granted 
to Fernando M. Arredondo, jr., April 17, 1806, and was afterwards, to wit, December 13, 1817, confirmed 
to him by a grant in absolute property by Don José Coppinger, then the governor of East Florida, as will 
appear by a certified copy of the said last-mentioned grant, hereto annexed and marked B, reference 
thereto being had; that the said Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, sen., conveyed the said land, according to 
the formalities of the Spanish law, to one Pedro Miranda, December 15, 1817, as will appear by exhibit 
C, hereto annexed, reference being thereto had; and the said Pedro Miranda afterwards, that is to say, 
January 11, 1821, for a valuable consideration paid to him by your memorialist, conveyed, according to 
the formalities of the Spanish law, to your memorialist the said tract or parcel of land in fee simple abso- 
lute, as will fully and at large appear by a certified copy of the said conveyance, herewith submitted and 
filed, marked exhibit D. Your memorialist further avers and shows that the said Fernando de la Maza 
Arredondo, sen., was, at the time the said two grants were made to him as aforesaid, an inhabitant and 
settler of East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain; and that your memorialist was, at the time 
the conveyance of the said tract of land was made to him as aforesaid, and at the time of the cession of this 
Territory to the United States, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and a subject of the King of 
Spain; and that he has continued since the said cession to be, and now is, an inhabitant and settler of 
East Florida. 

Wherefore, your memorialist prays confirmation of his title in and to the said tract of land and its 
appurtenances, conformably to the acts of Congress in such cases made and provided; and, as in duty 


bound, &c. 
FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, J. DRYSDALE. 


[Translation ] 
Title for two thousand seven hundred acres of land in favor of Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, sen. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, by his Majesty: 

Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the donations 
and rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both of the line as well as militia, and other individuals of this province, who contributed to its defence at 
the time of the rebellion, being one of said rewards the distribution of lands; that Don Fernando de la 
Maza Arredondo, sen., having presented himself, he solicited of this government, and there were granted _ 
to him, April 17, 1806, two thousand seven hundred acres of land on those vacant on the south bank of: 
the river St. John’s, at a place known, at the time of the British dominion, by the name of Danor Sleck, 
bounded on the four sides by vacant lands, as is proven by the certificate given by the secretary of the 
government, dated October 9, 1814, for which said lands Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., as attor- ;’ 
ney in fact for his said father, has solicited that there be given him the title of property, in virtue of said 
donations and of the merits and services rendered which make him entitled to it, to which I have thought 
proper to accede, by my decree of the 11th of the present month, placed in the proceeding on the subject on 
file in the archives of the present notary: Wherefore I have thought proper to grant, as in the name of his 
Majesty I do grant, to the aforesaid Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, sen., the above-mentioned two 
thousand seven hundred acres of land in the place already pointed out, without injury to a third, for himself, 
his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and in granting him, as by these presents I do grant him, the 
corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it had to 
said land; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, his. heirs and 
successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any 
hindrance, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances which it had or may 
have, and of right may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and 
alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my authority as far as I can, and by right 
ought to do, by virtue of the sovereign will. 

_ Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 13, 1817. : 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: Juan pz Eytratco, éc. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
J. F. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 
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[Translation. ] 


GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY. 


Know ye that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, of this city, hereby give and grant my full and 
ample power of attorney, as may be necessary and required in law, to my son, Don Fernando de la Maza 
Arredondo, also an inhabitant, that he may, in my name, and representing my person, rights, and actions, 
have, demand, receive, and recover, judicially and extra-judicially, all and whatever sums of money, 

old, silver, jewels, slaves, merchandise, and effects, that now are or may be owing, or that may be due 
to me hereafter, by deeds, notes, accounts, balances, inheritance, donations, consignments, invoices, or by 
any other title or reason whatever, although the said sums or effects are not herein specified, nor the per- 
sons owing the same to me, of whom he may demand and receive, approving or disapproving of the various 
items that may be just, and, in case doubts or differences should arise, to name umpires and others to 
determine the same, and of the amount of balances that may be due me, to give receipts acknowledging 
the conclusion thereof, attesting the delivery, and renouncing the laws, and all other proofs in the case; 
that he may administrate and administer all and any part of my property, real and personal, sell the same 
and purchase others, rent and mortgage them for the prices and credits which have been adjusted or settled 
for, giving the deeds, receipts, and discharges necessary, which I hereby approve of and confirm the same 
as if I had been present at the’signing; and that he may defend me in all my lawsuits and affairs, civil 
and criminal, ordinary and executive, commenced or to be commenced with any person, entering and 
defending actions, presenting petitions, deeds, witnesses, testimonies, certificates, proofs, bonds, accounts, 
palances, and other documents, to see presented, sworn, and identified those of the opponent, to find objec- 
tions and defects, to stand responsible for sayings and persons, hear the pleadings and interlocutory and 
definitive sentences, to consent to what is favorable, and from what is adverse to appeal and petition, 
when he can or may in justice, or abstain therefrom, as he may think most fit; make objections to the 
judges, lawyers, notaries, and other officers, proving the cause of his objections or withdrawing the same, as 
may be most convenient; and, finally, to prosecute, act, and do everything possible in my favor, it being to be 
understood that he should not be prevented from acting for want of sufficient powers, clauses, requisites, 
or other precise circumstances, as for all these I do hereby give him full power, without limitation, with 
free will and general administration of all incidents and occurrences, power to prepare, swear, and settle, to 
appoint substitutes, to revoke the same, and appoint others in due form; and for the ratification of what- 
ever he shall do, I hereby bind myself, my present and future property, with power and submission to the 
tribunals of his Majesty, that they may compel me to the fulfilment thereof as by sentence agreed to, 
passed in authority of an adjudged cause, in which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges in 
my favor, and everything in form which prohibits it. In testimony whereof, it is dated in the city of St. 
Augustine, Florida, January 5, 1812. I, the notary, do attest and I know the grantor who signed, being 
witnesses, Don Juan de Entralgo, Don Bernardino Sanchez, and Francisco Rovira. 

FERNANDO DE,LA MAZA ARREDONDO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


(Translation. } 


CONVEYANCE. 


Know ye that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., inhabitant of this city and attorney in fact 
for my father, of the same name, agreeably to that which he has conferred on me in this archive, before 
the notary, Don José de Zubizaretta, January 5, 1812, which has not been revoked, and is sufficient for 
what follows, do really sell to Don Pedro Miranda, also an inhabitant, two thousand seven hundred acres 
of land, the property of my said father, situated on the south bank of the river St. John’s, at a place 
known, at the time of the British dominion, by the name of Dunn Sleck, bounded on the four sides by 
vacant lands; which land was granted to my said father by the government, and there was given hima 
title of absolute property the 13th of the present month, on file in the archives of the present notary; and 
I sell him the said two thousand seven hundred acres of land in the place pointed out, with all its 
entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and appurtenances which it has or may’belong to it, free from 
any encumbrance, (as I, the notary, do certify as results from the register of mortgages under my charge, 
which to that effect I examined,) for the sum of $1,500, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, of 
which sum I acknowledge the receipt, of my free will, renouncing the proof, laws of delivery, exception 
for pecuniary misreckoning, fraud, and other circumstances of the case, whereof I acknowledge a formal 
receipt; in virtue of which I separate myself from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and 
whatever other right, real and personal, I had or may have to said land, which I cede, renounce, and 
transfer to the purchaser, and whomsoever may represent his right, that he may, as his own, possess, sell, 
and alienate the same at his will, in virtue of these writings, which I make in his favor as a sign of real 
delivery, with which will be proven his having acquired possession, without the necessity of further proof, 
from which I relieve him; and I bind myself to the eviction and goodness of this sale in sufficient form, 
and in the most favorable manner, in favor of the purchaser, with my present and future property, with 
power and submission to the tribunals of his Majesty, that they may compel me to the fulfilment, as by 
sentence agreed to and passed by virtue of an adjudged cause, upon which I renounce all laws, customs, 
rights, and privileges in my favor, and the general in form which prohibits it. And I, the said Don Pedro 
Miranda, being present, do accept in my favor this indenture, and by it receive as purchased the above- 
mentioned two thousand seven hundred acres, in the price and manner it has been sold me, which I 
acknowledge as delivered to my will, renouncing the proof, laws of delivery, of the thing not seen nor 
received, fraud, and everything else in the matter, of which I give a receipt in form. In testimony 
whereof, it is dated in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 15, 1817. 

I, the notary, do attest and know the parties;who signed, being witnesses, Don Thomas de Aguilar, 
Don José Bernardo Reyes, and Don Antonio Alvarez, inhabitants present. 

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO, Jr. 
: PEDRO MIRANDA. 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO, ée. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
F. J. FATIO, SB. L. G7" 


[Translation.] 


CONVEYANCE, 


Know ye that I, Don Pedro Miranda, inhabitant of this city, do really sell to Don Francisco Pascua] 
Sanchez, also an inhabitant, two thousand seven hundred acres of land, which I possess as my propert 
in this province, situated on the south bank of the river St. John’s, at a place known, at the time of the 
British dominion, by the name of Dunn’s Lake, bounded on the four sides by vacant lands; which said lang 
I obtained and purchased from Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., as attorney in fact of his father, 
of the same name, to whom it belonged, of which he acknowledged a deed in my favor before the present 
notary, in his archives, December 15, 1817; and I sell to the said Don Francisco Pascual Sanchez the 
above-mentioned two thousand seven hundred acres of land, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, 
rights and appurtenances which it has or may belong to it, free from any encumbrance, (as I, the notary, 
do certify as results from the register of mortgages under my charge, which to that effect I examined.) 
for the sum of $2,700, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, of which sum I acknowledge the receipt 
of my free will, renouncing the proof, laws of delivery, exception for pecuniary misreckoning, fraud, and 
other circumstances of the case, whereof I acknowledge a formal receipt; in virtue of which I separate 
myself from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and whatever other right, real and per. 
sonal, I had or may have to said land, which I cede, renounce, and transfer to the purchaser, and whom- 
soever may represent his right, that he may, as his own, possess, sell, and alienate the same at his will, 
in virtue of these writings, which I make in his favor as a sign of real delivery, with which will be 
proven his having acquired possession, without the necessity of further proof, from which I relieve him; 
and I bind myself to the eviction and goodness of this sale in sufficient form, and in the most favorable 
manner, in favor of the purchaser, with my present and future property, with power and submission to 
the tribunals of his Majesty, that they may compel me to the fulfilment thereof, as by sentence agreed to 
and passed by virtue of an adjudged case, upon which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges 
in my favor, and the general in form which prohibits it. And I, the said purchaser, being present, do 
accept in my favor this indenture, and by it receive as purchased the above-mentioned two thousand 
seven hundred acres of land in the price and manner it has been sold me, which I acknowledge as 
delivered to my will, renouncing the proof, laws of delivery, those of a thing not seen nor received, fraud, 
and all other things, of all other things in the matter of which I give a receipt in favor. In testimony 
whereof, it is dated in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 11, 1812. 

I, the notary, do attest, and I know the parties who signed, being witnesses, Don José Mariano Her- 
nandez, Don Bernardo Segui, and Don Francisco Medicis, inhabitants present. 

FRANCISCO P. SANCHEZ. 
PEDRO MIRANDA. 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 
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[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia, in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, captain of the district 
of St. Mary’s, and surveyor general: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don Fernando de la 
Maza Arredondo, sen., two thousand seven hundred acres of land in the north part of Dunn’s Lake, which 
were granted to him in absolute property December 13, 1817, as appears by document which his son and 
attorney, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, has shown me, and are in its circumstances conformable 
to the preceding plat and its copy in my possession. St. Augustine, April 2, 1818. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


tify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
— wie F. J. FATIO, S. B.L. C. 


DECREE, 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore recommend it to 
Congress for confirmation. 


No. 4.—Report No. 2.—1824. 
Philip R. Yonge vs. The United States. Claim to two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Philip R. Yonge, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, situated in Twelve-mile Swamp, bounded 
on the south by lands of Z. Kingsly, on the east by a line running south 160 chains, on the north by a 
line running east 128 chains, on the west by a line running north 160 chains, as per plat marked A; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist January 26, 1816, by Gov- 
ernor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, as per title marked B. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, legally seized and possessed of 
said lands; that he is a native of St. Augustine, East Florida, and at present in Great Britain. All of 


which is respectfully submitted. 
PHILIP R. YONGE, - 
By his attorney in fact, GEORGE GIBBS. 


[Translation.] 


Frioriwa, February 16, 1815. 


Don Philip R. Yonge, a native inhabitant and merchant of this province, in the town of Fernandina, 
respectfully appears before your excellency and states, that as he never aspired to apply himself with his 
slaves to agriculture, his old employment of commerce being well known, which business, useful as well 
to the State as to his interests, has drawn away his attention from availing himself of the privilege of 
taking up lands, which the other inhabitants had enjoyed, which are had by ancient concession and compli- 
ance with the conditions which establish the right of property; already this would have been done by 
your memorialist, but now, confiding that your excellency will take into consideration the circumstances 
favorable to the memorialist as to his continued application to the commerce of the province, much benefit 
must have resulted to the royal treasury; the many services, contributions, and supplies which he has 
made in this place of Fernandina, as well as having had the good fortune to enjoy some appointment, and 
having been favored with the confidence of your excellency on various occasions interesting to the royal 
service, and because at present, in the decay of the commerce of this island, your memorialist finds 
himself with 38 slaves fit for field labor, and he wants lands on which to place them; desiring, also, to 
secure the subsistence of these, as well as of his family, composed of six persons, he desires with them 
to establish himself at a secure point of the province and convenient to this city; he has chosen that of 
the Twelve-mile swamp, which lies to the north of St. Augustine; to which effect, and with the laudable 
end of completing the same, he prays your excellency that, out of the vacant lands in said swamp, you 
will be pleased to grant him, in absolute property, 2,000 acres of land, in order that he may undertake on 
them the plan he has pointed out; but if this should not be agreeable to your excellency, you will at least 
be pleased to grant them on the same footing as to the other subjects admitted in this province. This 
your petitioner hopes from the goodness of your excellency. 

PHILIP R. YONGE. 


The Governor. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 28, 1815. 


Taking into consideration what is represented by Don Philip Robert Yonge, and the good services 
he has done the government being manifest and certain, let there be granted to him the two thousand 
acres of land in the place which he solicits, without injury to a third person, it being understood that as 
soon as the survey and plat are presented by him and that he proves he has taken possession of the lands 
and made improvements on them, such as building fences, &c., the corresponding title in absolute property 
shall be expedited to him, without his being obliged to pass more time on other circumstances; this decree 
in the meantime being sufficient to accredit the concession from which, and the memorial on which, it is 
given, The copy shall be delivered by the present notary, in whose office the proceedings shall be placed 


in the archives. 
KINDELAN. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government pro tem. 


Before me— 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, &. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a royal title in confirmation of the concession made by Governor Coppinger to claimant 
dated January 26, 1816. ] , 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor genera] 
appointed by the government of this city and province: I certify that I have measured and marked the 
boundaries for Don Philip R. Yonge of two thousand acres of land, in the place known as the Twelve-mile 
Swamp, which were granted him by the government; which land is distinguished by the following 
boundaries and dimensions, and in its other circumstances agrees with the present plat and its copy 


which’I keep in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, November 4, 1815. 
G. J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S&S. B. L. C. 


7 
DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced to the board a concession for the land, dated February 23, 1815, by Governor 
Kindelan;-also, a confirmation of the same, by a royal title of absolute property by Governor Coppinger, 
dated January 26, 1816. It appearing that the claimant was not a resident in the province at the time 
of the cession, and the quantity claimed being over one thousand acres, we cannot, by the provisions of 
the acts of Congress organizing this board, confirm to him the quantity he claims, but, conceiving he has 
made out an equitable title to the land, it is therefore recommended tv Congress for confirmation. July 


8, 1824. 
No. 5.—Report No. 2.—1824. 


John Forbes & Co. vs. The United States. Claim to eighteen hundred acres of land. 
| MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Forbes & Co. respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of eighteen hundred acres and twenty-five perches on St. Pablo creek, bounded as 
follows: beginning at a stake on the sea beach, south 11° west, 53 chains and 50 links, to another stake 
marked “thirteen” with Roman numbers; thence north 18°, 103 chains and 90 links, to another stake 
with the same mark; thence running west, 37 chains, to a palmetto tree marked III & X; which title 
your memorialist derives from an absolute grant made to Catalina Chicken by Governor White, in virtue 
of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to your memorialist. A certified copy of the grant, which 
was made May 4, 1804, is filed herewith, as is also the deed from Mrs. Chicken. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he resides in St. Augustine, and did so 


at the change of flags. 
GEO. MURRAY, for Memorialist. 
[Translation. | 


Title in favor of Donna Catalina Chicken, widow of Don Andrew Dewees, and of his other heirs, of the planta- 
tion named the Orange Grove. 


Don Enrique White, colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor of this city of St. Augus- 
tine, Florida, and its province, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and both Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, 
of their own free will, offer themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands shall be granted and 
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surveyed gratis, in proportion to the workers which each family may have; that Don Andrew Dewees 
having presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the government, and there were granted to 
him, measured and delivered, seventy-nine caballerias of land at the plantation named the Orange Grove, 
corresponding to the number of his family, which he declared upon oath; which land is known and 
distinguished under the following boundaries and dimensions: the first line runs south, begins at the 
edge of a marsh of the river St. J ohn’s, and ends with a stake marked with a sign of a cross, on the edge of 
the sea beach; its measurement consists of one hundred and ninety-five chains; the second runs west, 
pevins with the said stake and ends with a pine marked with a mark of a cross, on the border of a marsh 
on Pablo creek, bounding the lands of Don Jobn McQueen, and measured one hundred and thirty chains; 
the third and fourth lines, which form its front, run, the one the edge of a marsh of the river St. John’s, 
as results from a certificate given by the Captain Don Pedro Marrot, judge commissioned for said distri- 
pution and survey of lands, dated February 8, 1792, and its corresponding plat, authenticated by Don 
Samuel Eastlake, who was surveyor of said survey; and as there has been no title issued to him for the 
security and confirmation of his dominion to the said lands in the form in which it has been granted to 

thers; that they have already passed more than ten years of uninterrupted possession, to obtain an 
useful and direct dominion to said lands, made buildings on them, cultivated them, and finally complied 
with the other conditions established by the government for grants and concessions of this nature seen in 
the titles delivered to other settlers, as appears from the proceedings moved by Donna Catharine Chicken, 
widow of the said Don Andrew Dewees, moved for soliciting that there should be issued to him the corre- 
sponding one for the land which he has already surveyed and laid off, and of which he is in possession: 
Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, and acquainted with the opinion of my lieutenant, auditor 
of war, and assessor general, I have granted, and in the name of his Majesty and his royal justice, which I 
administer, I do grant, to the said Donna Catharine Chicken, as widow of the said Don Andrew Dewees, 
and his other heirs, children and successors, the said seventy-nine caballerias of land of which the said 
plantation consists, in absolute property; and so expedite to them, as by these presents I do, the corre- 
sponding title by which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said lands; 
and I cede and transfer it to the said widow of Don Andrew Dewees, her children, heirs, and successors, 
that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance 
whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services which it has had, has, and in 
fact and law belong and appertain to it, and, at their will, sell, cede, and transfer and alien it as may best 
suit them. In all which I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign 
will. 
Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government of the royal 
domain, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, May 4, 1804. 

; ENRIQUE WHITE. 


By command of his excellency: 
Jos pE Zupizaretra, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, & 8. LC. 


[Here follows a conveyance by deed from Catharine Chicken to claimants, dated June 5, 1811.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants, by their attorney, produced to the board a royal title of absolute property by Governor 
White to the widow and heirs of Andrew Dewees, deceased, dated May 4, 1804; also, a conveyance from 
said widow to claimant. It appearing that the claimants were not residents in the province at the time 
of the cession, and the quantity claimed being over one thousand acres, wé cannot, by the provisions of 
the acts of Congress organizing this board, confirm to them the quantity claimed, but we recommend the 
same for confirmation. July 13, 1824. 


[Nore.—No. 6 was not returned by the commissioners to the General Land Office.] 
No. 7.—Reporr No, 2.—1824. 
Thomas Brigs and John Robinson vs. The United States. For eighteen hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Thomas Brigs and John Robertson, otherwise John Robinson, respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialists claim title to a certain tract of land situated on Halifax river, and containing one 
thousand eight hundred acres, and which has the following metes and bounds: on the south by lands 
belonging to the estate of Samuel Williams, on the east by the river Halifax, on the north by lands of F. 
M. Arredondo, and on the west by vacant lands; which lands your memorialists claim by virtue of a grant 
made to Frances Ker by the Spanish government February 5, 1816, and by virtue of a conveyance made 
by the said Frances Ker to John Addison August 29, 1820—all which will fully appear on reference to 
documents filed in the office of public archives in the city of St. Augustine; and your memorialists further 
represent that the said John Addison, September 21, 1820, sold the said tract of land to your memorialists, 
as may be seen on reference to the public records of St. John’s county; and your memorialists further 
represent that they are citizens of the United States and inhabitants of the State of South Carolina, and 


they wish your honorable board to confirm their claim to the said tract of land. 
THOMAS BRIGS and 


JOHN ROBINSON, 
(Otherwise Joun Roserrsoy, ) 
By their agent, EDWARD R. GIBSON. 


__ [Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Mrs. Frances Ker, 
widow of James Ker, deceased, of the one thousand eight hundred acres of land, dated February 5, 1816, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
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[Here follows an abstract from the keeper of the public archives, showing a sale and conveyance of 
the 1,800 acres of land from Mrs. Frances Ker to John Addison, under date of August 29, 1820.] 
[Here follows a deed of conveyance from John Addison of the 1,800 acres to claimants, dated 


September 1, 1820.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants offered in evidence a complete title, made for headrights, to Frances Ker, for the lands 
described in their memorial by Governor Coppinger, on February 5, 1816, together with an office abstract 
of a conveyance for the same from Frances Ker to John Addison, and a deed from Addison to claimants 
It being the opinion of the commissioners that this title would have been valid had the territory remained 
in possession of the King of Spain, they therefore recommend the claim to be confirmed. September 3. 


No. 8.—Report No. 2.—1824. 
Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Juan Blas Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, situated on the western bank of St. John’s river, and ig 
bounded as follows: beginning at a cypress upon the western margin of the said river, and running west 
towards the south, 100 chains, to a pine; thence north towards the east, 200 chains, to a cypress upon the 
western shore of Cedar Swamp creek; thence down said creek to its junction with St. John’s river; thence 
up said river to the beginning; (see survey and certificate of George J. F. Clarke, marked B, and filed 
herewith;) which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in 
virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815—the said grant, bearing date November 15, 1815, is filed 
herewith. Your memorialist further shows that he has legal possession of the said 2,000 acres of land; 
that, at the change of flags in 1821, he was a Spanish subject, residing in St. Augustine, and that he now 


lives in Cuba. Your memorialist therefore prays his title may be confirmed. 
JUAN B. ENTRALGO, 


By GEORGE MURRAY, Attorney. 


A. 
[Translation. ] 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, governor, political and military, pro tempore, and chief of 
the royal domain of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, for his Majesty: 


Whereas, by a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve the favors and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Sefior Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and 
soldiers, both regulars and militia, of this province, who concurred in the defence of it at the time of the 
rebellion, one of the said favors being the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of the family 
each individual may have; that Don Juan de Entralgo, the only notary of the government and the royal 
domain in this place and province, having presented himself, soliciting, in virtue of the said favors, as 
former commandant of the company of mulattoes and blacks of this city, and an old settler in it, in conse- 
quence of the royal order communicated to this government by the captain general of Havana, on October 
29, 1790, the concession of two thousand acres of land were made to him on vacant land which is on 
the west bank of the river St. John’s, and south side of the creek named Cedar Swamp ercek, as is proved 
by my decree of the 20th of May last, made to the proceedings moved by the said Don Juan de Entralgo, 
which is in the archives in his charge: Wherefore, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do 
grant, unto the said Don Juan de Entralgo the above-mentioned 2,000 acres of land at the place which is 
expressed, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property, and expedite to him, as by these 
presents I do, the corresponding title, whereby I separate from the royal domain the right and dominion 
it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the said Don Juan de Entralgo, his heirs and successors, 
that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrances what- 
ever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services which it has had, and in fact and 
by law belong or appertain unto it, and at their will sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit 
them. In all which I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the secretary of this government, the brevet lieutenant 
in the army, Don Tomas de Aguilar, and the officer of the secretary’s office, Don Antonio Alvarez, whom 
I have named as assistant witnesses for this purpose, the said notary of government and the domain being 
interested. St. Augustine, Florida, November 15, 1817. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By command of his excellency: 
Tomas DE AGUILAR. 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ, 


This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives of the said notary of government, to 
which I refer; and at the request of the party, sign and seal this present copy, with the assisting witnesses, 
on two leaves of common paper, the stamp not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, November 15, 1817. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

Tomas DE AGUILAR. 

ANTONIO ALVAREZ. 
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B. 
[Translation.] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
named by the government of the same place and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for 
Don Juan de Entralgo 2,000 acres of land on the west side of the river St. John’s, and to the south of the 
creek named Cedar creek, which were granted to him in absolute property on November 15, 1817, 
according to the document presented by said interested, which land is circumstanced agreeable to the 
following plat and its copy preserved in book of surveys in my charge. St. Augustine, Florida, April 10, 


[Here follows the plat. ] 
G. J. F. CLARKE. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives at St. Augustine. 
¥F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE. 
Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish title, made previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore recommended to 
Congress for confirmation. June 29, 1824. 


No. 9.—Report No. 2.—1824. 
Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For three thousand four hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Juan B. Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three thousand four hundred acres, situated at the Big Spring, twenty-five miles 
south of Lake George, and is bounded as follows: beginning at a cypress marked , running south, 
1624 chains, to a pine marked ——; thence north, 162} chains, to a cypress tree; thence with Big Spring 
creek to the beginning point, (see plat filed herewith;) which title your memorialist derives from a royal 
* title made to Pedro Miranda by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, who sold the 
same to your memorialist, (see grant and deed marked A, filed herewith,) the said 3,400 acres being 
part of a grant of 10,000 acres made September 16, 1817.—(See document A.) And your memorialist 
further showeth that he has possession of said lands; he was here at the change of flags, and now lives in 
Cuba. JUAN B. ENTRALGO, 

By GEORGE MURRAY. 











[See the concession made by Governor Coppinger to Pedro Miranda for 10,000 acres, this claim being 
a part of that concession. | 


[Translation. ] 


I cede and renounce in favor of Don Juan Blas de Entralgo all the right, title, and dominion I have 
to the three thousand four hundred acres of land which this document of property contains, from having 
sold them to him for the sum of $1,400, for which I deliver a receipt in form. 

PEDRO MIRANDA. 


Witnesses present: 
Frans. J. Fatto. 
Rapo. SAAVEDRA. 


Sr. Aveustine, December 5, 1821. 


Note.—This is at foot of a royal title to Pedro Miranda for the said lands. 
TRANSLATOR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, inhabitant of this city and private surveyor: I certify that, agreeable to the 
power conferred upon me by a decree of December 12, 1820, made at the instance of Don Pedro Miranda, 
Ihave measured for this individual various tracts of land which, to the number of ten thousand acres of land, 
were granted him as a reward for services, on a creek which comes from the west, and joins the run St. 
John’s, called in English Big Spring, about 25 miles to the south of St. George, the land being divided into 
two parts by said creck, having one of its fronts on said river St. John’s; one of the said pieces of land 
being of three thousand four hundred acres, which are bounded on the east by another of four thousand, 
on the west, another of two thousand acres, and on the south by vacant lands, and on the north by said 


four thousand acres; and, for its confirmation, I sign these presents at St. Augustine, Florida, April 5, 1821. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


( Here follows the plat.) 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
Fk. J. FATIO, S. BL. 
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DECREE. 


The board having ascertained the foregoing to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 
24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. July 12, 1824. 


No. 10.—Reporr No. 2.—1824. 
Aguida Segui vs. The United States. For one thousand two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Aguida Segui, widow and executrix of B, Segui, deceased, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand two hundred acres, situated at 
a place known by the name of the Three Runs, on the road to San Vincente Ferrer, in St. John’s river, 
bounded on the south by the lands of Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, and on the northeast and west } 
vacant lands; first line runs north 45° west, 150 chains; second line runs south 45° west, 48 chains; third 
line runs south 70° east, 55 chains; fourth line runs south 22° east, 35 chains; fifth line runs south, 70 
chains; sixth line runs south 70° east, 55 chains; seventh line runs east, 65 chains; eighth line runs north 
22° west, 39 chains; a survey of the same was made by Andres Burgevin, bearing date January 8, 1819, 
as herewith exhibited, and marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to the 
memorialist and heirs of B. Segui by Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, an official 
copy of which said royal title is herewith filed and exhibited, marked B, bearing date July 20, 1816; and your 
memorialist further showeth that a concession of said land was made to said B. Segui, deceased, January 
14, 1811, as is fully seen in said royal title; and your memorialist further showeth that she is legally 
and possessed of said lands for herself and the heirs of the said B. Segui, deceased; that she is a 
citizen of the Floridas, and resident of St. Augustine, East Florida. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 





AGUIDA SEGUI. 
[Trauslation. | 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finances of this city and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those foreigners who, of 
their free will, shall present themselves and swear allegiance to our sovereign, land should be measured 
them gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don Bernardo Segui, of this city, 
having presented himself, there were granted to him, January 14, 1801, one thousand two hundred acres 
of land for the rearing of horned cattle, to the south of Deep river, (Rio Hondo,) bounded on the same 
side by those which were latterly granted to Don Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, going east from the road 
of San Vincente Ferrer towards San Sablo creek, as appears by the certificate given from the secretary's 
office of this government, dated the 17th of said month and year, which is attached to the proceedings 
moved by the said Donna Aguida Villalonga, widow of the said Don Bernardo Segui, which is on file in 
the archives of the present notary; and as no title whatever had been given him for the security and 
evidence of his dominion to the said land in the form it has been executed to others, that more than the 
ten years of uninterrupted possession here have elapsed, to obtain direct and useful title to the said land, 
built houses, cultivated them, and complied with all the conditions which the government have established 
for the concessions and donations of this nature, as is seen in the titles given to other settlers, and is set 
forth in the same proceedings which have been formed at the solicitations of this person: Wherefore, and 
in consideration thereof, I have thought proper to grant to the said widow and heirs of the above-mentioned 
Don Bernardo Segui, deceased, the aforesaid one thousand two hundred acres of land in absolute property; 
and in expediting to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which I separate it from the 
royal domain, from the right and dominion which it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the 
said widow, children, and heirs of the said Don Bernardo Segui, and those who may succeed him, that, in 
consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance what- 
ever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services which it had, has, and in fact and 
by law belong or appertain to it; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as 
may best suit them. ‘To all of which I interpose my judicial authority, as far as I can and by law ought, 
in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tempore of government 
and royal finance, in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 20, 1816. ; 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
JUAN DE Enrratco. 


Comformable to its original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do sign and seal the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not 
being used. St. Augustine, Florida, July 20, 1816. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO, ee. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, 8. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


In virtue of the order which, under date of June 2, 1818, was communicated to me by Don José 
Coppinger, colonel of the royal army, civil and military governor of this city and its province, I certify 
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that I have measured and laid off for Donna Aguida Villalonga, widow of the captain of local militia, Don 
Bernardo Segui, a tract of land bounded on the north side by the lands of Don Bartolome de Castro y 
Ferrer, at @ place known by the name of the Three Runs, on the road of St. Vincent Ferrer, and which 
contains one thousand two hundred acres, whose figure and dimensions are set forth in the following plat; 
and that it may be made known, I give the present certificate, which I sign in St. Augustine, Florida, 


January 8, 1819. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN 
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Copy from the original, to which I refer. I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation 
from a document in the Spanish language. 
A. BURGEVIN. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant, in behalf of herself and other heirs of Bernardo Segui, deceased, produced in evidence 
a royal title of absolute property for the land made by Governor Coppinger, dated July 20, 1816, to her 
as widow, and for the heirs of the said B. Segui, together with a survey thereof. The board ascertain 
the above grant to be a valid one; they therefore recommend it for confirmation. August 27, 1824. 


No. 11.—Reporr No. 2.—1824. 


A. E. Ferguson’s heirs vs. The United States. For one thousand one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the widow and heirs of Artemas E. Ferguson respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of thirty-four caballerias and seventeen acres, 
situated in East Florida, adjoining Doctor’s creek and Negro creek, and being the plantation called 
Armonia; bounded and beginning at a gum on the banks of Doctor’s creek, thence south 45° east, 112 
chains, to a pine marked with a cross; thence south 45° east, 80 chains, to a cypress on the bank of 
Negro creek, marked with a cross; thence north 65° east, 126 chains, to a stake; thence along the bank 
of the aforementioned creek to the beginning, as appears by documents, dated December 15, 1791, in the 
archives office, presented in the name of Charles Hardy and Susan Slugh; which title your memorialists 
derive from a royal title made to them October 5, 1811, by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 
October, 1790, a certified copy of which said royal title is herewith exhibited, and marked A. And 
your memorialists further show that they are in legal possession of said lands; that they are citizens of 
the United States and residents of Georgia. They pray confirmation of their titles. 

SUSAN SLUGH, widow of A. EF. Ferguson. 


[Translation. | 


Titles in favor of the widow and heirs of Don Artemas Elliott Ferguson to the plantation named Harmony 
Hall. 


Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the royal army, commandant of the third battalion 
of Cuba, which garrisons this city, and civil and military governor pro tem. of the said city and 
province: 

Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October, 29, 1790, it is provided that 
land shall be granted and surveyed gratis to those foreigners who, of their own free will, offer themselves 
to swear allegiance to our sovereign, in proportion to the number of laborers each family may have; that 
Don Artemas Elliott Ferguson having presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the govern- 
ment, and had granted, measured, and delivered unto him, thirty-four caballerias and seventeen acres of 
land in the plantation named Harmony Hall, in part of that which corresponds to him agreeably to the 
number in family which he declared under oath; which land is known and distinguished under the 
following dimensions and boundaries: the first line runs te the south 45° west, begins with a gum tree 
on the bank of Doctor’s creek, and ends with a pine tree with a cross; its measurement consists of 112 
chains. The second line runs south 45° east, begins with said pine, and ends with a cypress of the same 
‘mark; its measurement consists of 80 chains. The third line runs north 65° east, begins by said cypress 
on the bank of Black creek, and ends with a stake, with a cross, on the bank of Doctor’s creek; its 
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measurement consists of 126 chains. Its front runs on the bank of said creek, as appears from the docu- 
ment expedited by this government December 15, 1796, which is found annexed to the proceedings moved 
by Don Carlos Hardy, husband, and united to Donna Susanna Slugh, soliciting that there should be despatched 
in her favor, as formerly wife of the said Ferguson, deceased, and of his son, Don Enrique, the correspond. 
ing title to this land, and others already surveyed and laid off, and of which she is in possession, And 
as no title has been delivered for the security and confirmation of her dominion to said lands in the form 
in which it has been granted to others who have already passed more than ten years of uninterrupted 
possession, to obtain the useful and direct dominion to the said lands, made buildings on them, cultivated 
them, and finally complied with all the other conditions established by the government for grants and 
concessions of this nature existing in the titles delivered to other settlers, as the same proceeding gets 
forth: Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty and 
his royal justice, which I administer, I do grant, unto the said widow and son of the deceased Don 
Artemas Elliott Ferguson, the said thirty-four caballerias and seventeen acres of land of which the said 
plantation consists in absolute property, and expedite to them, as by these presents I do, the corresponding 
title by which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said lands; and I cede 
and transfer it to the said widow and son, and to their heirs, that, in consequence, they may possess it ag 
their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, 
rights, and services which it has had, and in fact and law belong or appertain to it, and, at their will, sell, 
cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all which I interpose my authority, as I can and 
of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government of Majesty and 
royal domain of this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, October 5, 1811. per 
JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 





By command of his excellency: 
José pE Zupizarerta, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant exhibited to us the royal title made by Governor Estrada for the land to them, as heirs 
of Artemas E. Ferguson, deceased, dated October 5, 1811. Ascertaining this grant to be a valid Spanish 
one, the same is hereby recommended to Congress for their confirmation. September 24. 


No. 12.—Reporr No. 2.—1824. 
Pedro Cocifacio vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, . 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Pedro Cocifacio respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two thousand acres, five hundred of which are situated about a mile distant to the 
north from the house of the dragoons, twenty miles distant from the city of St. Augustine, on the road from 
said city to St. John’s, bounded on all sides by public lands, the remaining fifteen hundred on the west ot 
the same, bounded on all sides by public lands; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title 
made to your memorialist by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, which title is dated 
October 12, 1815. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally seized of said lands; that 
he is a citizen and resident of the United States. 

Papers filed, certificate, copy of royal title marked A. 

ISAAC N. COX, Altorney. 


[Translation. } 
Title of property to two thousand acres of land to Don Pedro Cocifacio. 


Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, commandant of the third 
battalion, &c.: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government on October 29, 1790, by the captain 
general of the Isiand of Cuba and both Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that lands shall be 
surveyed gratis to those foreigners who, of their own free will, offer themselves to swear allegiance to 
our sovereign, in proportion to the laborers which each family may have; that Don Pedro Cocifacio, of 
this place, having presented himself, he solicited of the government, and there were granted to him, under 
date of August 31, 1801, two thousand acres, to wit: five hundred acres of them about a mile distant to 
the north from the house of the dragoons, twenty miles from this city, situated on the road to St. John’s, 
and on the west of this fifteen hundred more, as appears from the certificate given by the secretary of this 
government, issued on the same date, which is found added to the proceedings moved by the interested, 
soliciting that there should be issued to him the corresponding title to the said lands, which are bounded 
by vacant lands on the four sides; and as no title has been delivered to him for the security and con- 
firmation of his dominion to the said lands in the form in which it has been executed to others who have 
already passed more than ten years of uninterrupted possession, to obtain the useful and direct dominion 
to the said lands, made buildings on them, cultivated them, and complied with all the other conditions 
which the government established for concessions and grants of this nature seen in the titles delivered 
to other settlers, as the said proceedings set forth: Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, I 
have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to Don Pedro Cocifacio the two thousand acres 
of land for himself, his heirs, and successors; and in expediting to him, as by these presents I do, the 
corresponding title by which I separate from the royal domain all the right and dominion it had to said 
lands; and I cede and transfer it to the said Don Pedro Cocifacio, his heirs and successors, that, in con- 
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domain, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, October 12, 1815. 
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sequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatever, with all 
its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services which it has had, has, and in fact and law 
pelong or appertain to it, and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. 
To all which I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and the royal 
domain, in this city of St Augustine, October 12, 1815. 

JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 
By command of his excellency: 
JUAN DE Entrateo, Notary of Government, éc. 


This is conformable to the original, which exists in the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and 
at the request of the party, sign and seal this present copy on two leaves of common paper, the stamped 
not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, October 12, 1815. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc., de. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant by claimant exhibiting the royal title made to 
him for the two thousand acres by Governor Estrada, dated October 12, 1815. We commend the same 
for confirmation, the claimant being a non-resident. December 1. 


No. 13.—Rerorr No. 2.—1824. 
Pedro Cocifacio vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Pedro Cocifacio respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred acres, situated north of the post of Buena Vista; running from said post 
to the creek called Rio Hondo, or Deep river; bounded on the west by St. John’s river, on the north by 
the Rio Hondo, on the south and east by vacant lands; which title your memorialist derives from a royal 
title made to him by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. A certified copy of the said 
grant is herewith filed. And your memorialist further showeth he is in actual possession of said lands; 
that he is resident in Cuba, and was so in 1821. 

GEO. MURRAY, for Memorialist. 


[ Translation. ] 
Title of property. 
Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the royal army, &c.: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to the government on October 29, 1790, by the captain 
general of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that to those 
foreigners who, of their own free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands 
shall be surveyed gratis, in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don Pedro Cocifacio, 
of this place, having presented himself, he selected from the government, and there were granted to him, 
under date of August 2, 1802, two thousand acres of land to the north of the block-house of Buena Vista, 
from the bounds of said block-house, by the bank of the river St. John’s, to that known as Deep creek or 
river, as appears from the certificate given by the secretary of this government, issted on the same date, 
which is found annexed to the proceedings moved for by the interested, soliciting that the corresponding 
title to the said lands should be despatched to him, which are bounded to the west by the river St. John’s, 
on the north by said Deep creek, and on the south and east by vacant lands; and as no title had been 
delivered to him for the security and confirmation of his dominion to the said lands in the form in which 
it has been executed to others who have already passed more than ten years of uninterrupted possession, 
with all the other conditions which the government has established for concessions and grants of this 
nature, seen to obtain a useful and direct dominion to the said lands, made buildings on them, cultivated 
them, and complied in the titles delivered to other settlers, as the said proceedings set forth: Wherefore, 
and in consideration of everything, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to Don 
Pedro Cocifacio the two thousand acres of land, for himself, his heirs, and successors, that, in conse- 


quence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with 


all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services which it has had, has, and in fact and law 
belong and appertain to it, and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. 


To all which I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 


Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal 


JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 
By command of his excellency: 
JuAN DE Enrratco, Notary pro tem. of Government, éc., &c. 


This is conformable to its original in the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and at the request 


of the party, sign and seal this present copy on two leaves of common paper, the stamped not being in use. 


eu JUAN DE ENTRALGO, éc., ce. 
Sr. Augustine, Fiorma, October 12, 1815. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 8 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Governor Estrada made a royal title to claimant for two thousand acres 
dated October 12, 1815. We ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant, and recommend the same for 


confirmation, the claimant being a non-resident. October 11. 


No. 14.—Reportr No. 2.—1824. 


Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For one thousand three hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and tiiles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Gabriel W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to 
tract of land consisting of thirteen hundred and forty acres, situated on the west side of the river St. John’s, 
at a place called , opposite Rowlestown, bounded on the north and east by the river St. John’s, and 
on the south and west by unclaimed lands; the first line of which begins at a cypress tree, and runs south 
22° east, 108 chains, to a pine tree; the second line from hence runs north 67° east to a cypress, whence 
it is surrounded by the river St. John’s, to the commencement of the first line; which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal title made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 


1815; and your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a 


citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 





[Translation. | 


Title of property to one thousand three hundred and forty acres of land in favor of Don Gabriel W. Perpall, on 
the river St. John’s, on the west side, and in front of Rowlestown. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor pro tem., and 
chief of the royal domain of this city and province: 


Whereas, by a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve of the favors and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, as 
well regulars as militia, who have assisted in its defence at the time of the rebellion, one of the said 
favors being the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of the family which each individual may 
have; that Don Gabriel W. Perpall having presented himself, stating his well-known services in said 
defence, and soliciting the portion corresponding to himself, his family, and slaves, there were granted to 
him one thousand three hundred and forty acres of land on the river St. John’s, at the west side, in front 
of Rowlestown, there being in the middle of said lands a small creek which is in a swamp, bounded on 
all sides by vacant lands—all agreeable to the regulations established by this government for the distri- 
bution of said lands, and to the number of persons and slaves he has proved his said family to consist of, 
and what is set forth in my decree of this date, made to the proceeding moved for by the said Perpall, 
which is lodged in the notary’s office of the government: Wherefore, I have granted, as in the name of 
his Majesty I do grant, unto the said Don Gabriel W. Perpall the said one thousand three hundred and 
forty acres of land, without injury to a third person, at the place which he points out, for himself, his heirs, 
and successors, in absolute property; and in expediting to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding 
title by which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said lands, and I cede 
and transfer it to the said Don G. W. Perpall, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may 
possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, 
uses, customs, rights, and services which they have had, have, and in fact and law belong or appertain 
to them, and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. In all whichI 
interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and the royal 


domain, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 22, 1817. . 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By command of his excellency: 
JuaN DE Entraico, Notary of Government, &c. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F, J. FATIO, &. B. L. ¢. 


[Translation.] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the government of said city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for 
Don Gabriel W. Perpall one thousand three hundred and forty acres of land on the west side of the river 
St. John’s, and opposite the place called Rowlestown, which were granted him, in absolute property, 
February 22, 1817, which appears from the documents produced by the said interested, and is circumstance 
agreeably to the following plat and its copy preserved in the book of surveysin my charge. St. Augustine, 


Florida, February 15, 1818. 
G. J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do therefore recommend it to 
Congress for confirmation. 


[Nos. 15 and 16 were not returned by the commissioner to the General Land Office. ] 


No. 17.—Rerorr No. 2.—1824. 
Joseph Wales vs. The United States. For two thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph Wales respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres, situated in McDougall’s back swamp, 
and is bounded as follows: first line runs south 33° east, 154 chains and 12 links, to a pine; second line, 
south 65° west, 154 chains 12 links, to a pine; third line runs north 35° west, 154 chains and 12 links, to 
a pine; fourth line runs north 65° east, 154 chains 12 links, to a pine, as appears by the survey and plat 
herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790. This grant was made, as appears by date of the decree to the memo- 
rial, (herewith presented,) October 8, 1817, for two thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres 
at Spring Garden; but the surveyor not finding good lands unappropriated at that place, this memo- 
rialist had leave of Governor Coppinger to change the location to the above-described plat, as appears 
by the memorial and decree herewith presented, dated April 1,1818. And your memorialist further showeth 
that he is in actual pussession of said lands, and has been since the survey, and that he built a house upon 
the same, and cultivated them for some time; but a considerable number of Indians, showing hostile dispo- 
sition, came and settled on said lands, and your memorialist was obliged to cease the cultivation on that 
account; he further says that the negroes which he was to bring into the province were not all brought 
on account of the danger of the patriot privateers, and on account of a decree of the King of Spain pro- 
hibiting the importation of slaves from Africa soon after the grant was made. Your memorialist says 
that he is an American citizen and a resident in Florida. St. Augustine, November 28, 1823. 

‘ JOHN B. STRONG, for Claimant. 


[Translation. ] 


Sr. AveustinE, Forma, October 8, 1817. 


Don Joseph Wales, new settler of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: That he is 
owner of ninety African negroes, which he intends bringing into the province as soon as circumstances 
will permit him, and the present risks of the insurgents are less, as, when he took the oath of allegiance, 
it was always his intention to dedicate himself to agriculture, to enjoy the gifts and privileges conceded 
by royal orders to the new settlers, according to which object he has endeavored to find vacant lands; and 
knowing that different settlers have determined to form their establishment on the river St. John’s, at the 
place known as Spring Garden, the petitioner has thought proper to situate himself on said place; he 
therefore prays your excellency may be pleased to grant him, to the southward of the lands petitioned for 
by Don Pedro Gigorm, the number of acres that correspond to him according to the number of said slaves, 
his wife, and one child, with the proviso that, as soonas he has an opportunity of bringing into the province 
his slaves free of the well-known danger existing, he will do so without delay, to commence improving his 
establishment; for which reason he is desirous of obtaining the concession of said lands on said place, 
known more particularly as Berresford, which he hopes from the goodness of your excellency. 

JOSEPH WALES. 

The Governor. 
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DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, October 8, 1817. 


Grant to the petitioner two thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres of land at the place which 
he solicits, without injury to a third, being understood that, as soon as he makes known his being in 
possession of the same, which are those that correspond to the number of his family and slaves which he 
is to bring in, and that he cultivate the same without intermission, there will be given to him the title of 
property regulated by the survey and plat he presents from the surveyor; serving him in the meantime, ag 
security for this grant, a certified copy of this proceeding, which will be given by the secretary. 

COPPINGER. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 5, 1818, 


Don Joseph Wales, new settler in this province, respectfully showeth to your excellency: That, as 
by annexed certificate will appear, your excellency having granted to him at the place named Berresford 
two thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres of land for the purposes, the same expressed, as by the 
same proceeding appears annexed to the superior order of your excellency, having first undergone the 
necessary formalities and citation of the persons having lands adjoining to appear, the said land will be sur. 
veyed and measured by the surveyor, Don Robert McHardy; but having lately arrived in the city, and 
informed that, after having made the surveys ordered to be made with a prior date, and at said place, 
there did not result a sufficient quantity for this petitioner; adding, also, that there would be a sufficient 
quantity at another place known by the name of McDougall’s back swamp, to the southward of lands 
belonging to the said surveyor: Wherefore, he prays your excellency will please order said McHardy to 
execute said survey on the last-mentioned place, for which place he will be eternally obligated. 

JOSEPH WALES. 


The Governor. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, April 1, 1818. 


I accede to the cession which the memorialist makes of the two thousand three hundred and seventy- 
five acres of land, which was granted to him the 8th October ultimo, and in place thereof there is granted 
to him an equal number at the place he mentions in this memorial, under the same conditions that, after 
he makes known he is in possession of the land, and cultivated the same without intermission, and built 
the necessary houses and fences, there will be granted to him the title of property according to the survey 
and plat he presents from the surveyor serving him in the meantime; a certified copy of this proceeding 


will be given him by the secretary. 
COPPINGER. 


Don Tomas de Aguilar,ensign of the army, and secretary to his Majesty of this city and its province: 
I certify the present copy to be truly and faithfully made from the original remaining on file in the archives 
under my charge, at the request of the party. In virtue of the order given me by the above decree, I give 
the present in St. Augustine, Florida, April 1, 1818. 
TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced to the board a concession for the land from Governor Coppinger 
to him, dated October 8, 1817; he obtained permission afterwards to change the location. The board 
being of opinion, after examining a number of witnesses, that the grant would have been valid had Florida 
remained a Spanish province, they therefore recommend it for confirmation. October 13. 


Joseph Wales vs. The United States. For two thousand three hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


Horatio S. Dexter, being sworn, states that a number of negroes were placed in his hands about the 
latter part "of the year 1817, by Messrs. Arredondo & Son, and their directions were to account to the 
owners of the vessel which imported them, of which Captain Wales, the claimant, was one; states that 
Captain Wales arrived in St. Augustine, from Havana, before the property, and stated at that time that 
he had negroes coming to this province from the Havana, which he (Wales) had introduced there from 
Africa. They were, as near as witness recollects, forty-eight in number, which were placed in witness’ 
hands as soon as they arrived in Amelia island, and were, in two or three days afterwards, taken posses- 
sion of by McGregor’s forces at that place. Witness always understood from one of the house of Arredondo 
& Son that Wales, the claimant, had an interest in said negroes. 

By UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. 


Witness states that he had orders to receive the negroes at Amelia, and that he was consignee for 
the vessel and slaves; and that the vessel, which was worth seventeen or eighteen thousand dollars, and 
in which Wales was interested, was entirely lost at Amelia at that time, and that her armament and sails 
were saved; that the house of Kelly & Droughan and Captain Wales were the only persons interested 
in the vessel and cargo. 


HORATIO S. DEXTER. 
Before the board in session, October 16, 1824. 
No. 18.—Rerorr No, 2.—1824. 
Henry Eckford vs. The United States. Claim for one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 


The petition of Henry Eckford respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to one undi- 
vided half of a tract of land containing two thousand acres, situated on Mosquito river, and to the westward 
of where stood the village of New Smyrna—by survey is of the following metes and bounds, to wit: 
north 25° west, one hundred and forty-one chains and three links; and south 65° west, one hundred and 
forty-three links; and is bounded on the north by lands of Ambrose Hull, and on all other sides by vacant 
lands; which title your memorialist derives from a grant of two thousand acres of land, made July 8, 
1803, to Samuel Betts, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as is fully shown in the 
accompanying document marked C; and your memorialist further showeth that the aforesaid Samuel 
Betts was for many years an inhabitant of Florida, and in actual possession of said land; and the said 
Samuel Betts, by deed of conveyance bearing date April 13, 1816, did convey the said land to Joseph 
F, White, of the city of New York, as is shown by the accompanying document marked A; and, further, 
that the said Joseph H. White, by deeds of conveyance bearing date January 22, 1823, did convey the 
same to your memorialist, as is fully shown in the accompanying document marked B. Your memorialist 
further states that he is a citizen of the United States and a resident of the city of New York; and he 
prays that his title to the above-mentioned tract of land may be confirmed to him by your honorable board. 

; HENRY ECKFORD, of the City of New York, 
By his agent, EDWARD R. GIBSON. 


(Translation. } 


Samuel Betts, a new settler admitted under the protection of his Catholic Majesty, to your excellency 
presents himself, and says that he intends dedicating himself to the cultivation of the land, with a 
number of workers which he expects in a short time from the United States, and negroes which he intends 
purchasing: Wherefore, he prays your excellency will be pleased to grant him two thousand acres of land 
in the territory of Mosquito, bounded on the south part by the land granted to Don Ambrose Hull, which 
is situated to the west of the place where the town of New Smyrna stood. 

SAMUEL BETTS. 


The Governor. 


No. 19.—Rerorr No. 2,—1824. 
Joseph F. White vs. The United States. For one thousand two hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain titles and claims to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph F. White showeth: That your memorialist claims title to two undivided 
third parts of a tract of land containing one thousand eight hundred acres, and is bounded as 
follows: north 80° east, 77 chains 47 links; north 10° west, 288 chains; bounded at the south 
and in front by Northwest creek, on the east by a marsh, and on the north by lands of the heirs of Don 
Henry McHenry; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Samuel Betts by 
Governor Estrada, by virtue of a royal order of December 29, 1790, who sold the same to your memorialist 
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by deed bearing date April 13, 1815. Your memorialist is an American citizen, resident in New York 

and was so at the change of flags. He prays that his title to said land may be confirmed. 
JOSEPH F. WHITE. 





{ Translation. } 
Title of property. 
Don Juan José de Estrada, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, &c.: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain genera] 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that lands shall be surveyed 
gratis to the foreigners who, of their own free will, presented themselves to swear allegiance to oyy 
sovereign, in proportion to the number of laborers each family might have; that Don Hepworth Carter 
having presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the government, and there were granted to 
him, October 1, 1791, and January 20, 1792, two pieces of land situated on the banks of the river Matanzas 
which, with the improvements he had made on them, he ceded to Don Samuel Betts, also a new settler, 
July 28, 1803, which lands, an intelligent person named for that purpose in default of a public surveyor, 
were found to contain one thousand eight hundred acres embraced in this form: north 80° east, 77 chains 
47 links; and north 10° west, 228 chains; bounded at the south and in front with Northwest creek, on 
the east by a marsh, on the west by the heirs of Don Henry McHenry, all of which appears more particu. 
larly from the certificates, documents, and plat annexed to the proceedings moved by the said Don 
Samuel Betts, soliciting that the corresponding title of property should be issued to him; and as that had 
not been delivered, for the security and confirmation of his dominion to the said land, in the form in which 
it has been expedited to others who have already passed more than ten years of uninterrupted possession, 
to obtain the useful and direct dominion to the said lands, made buildings on them, cultivated them, and 
complied with all the other conditions which the government has established for the concession and grants 
of this nature existing in the titles delivered to other settlers, as the said proceedings set forth: Where- 
fore, in consideration of everything, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the said 
Don Samuel Betts, the one thousand eight hundred acres of land, for himself, his heirs and successors, in 
absolute property, and expedite to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which | 
separate from the royal domain the right and dominion which it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer 
it to the said Betts, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use 
and enjoy it, without any encumbrance, with all its entrances, outlets, customs, rights, and services which 
it has had, has, and in fact belong or appertain to it; and, at their will, to sell, cede, transfer, and alienate 
it as may best suit them. To all which I interpose my authority as I can, and of right ought to do, in 
virtue of the soverign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and the 
royal domain, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 3, 1815. ‘ 

JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 


By command of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entrareo, Notary pro tem. of the Government and Royal Domain. 


This is conformable to the original, which exists in the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and 
at the request of the party, I sign and seal this present copy on two leaves of common paper, the stamped 
not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, July 3, 1815. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary pro tem. of the Government and Royal Domain. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a quit claim from Samuel Betts of the two undivided third parts of the one thousand 
eight hundred acres in favor of claimant, dated April 13, 1816. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced to the board a royal title made by Governor Estrada to Samuel 
Betts for one thousand eight hundred acres of land, dated July 3, 1815; also, a conveyance from Betts 
for two undivided third parts thereof to claimant. In consideration whereof, we recommend the title to 
Congress for confirmation, the claimant being a non-resident. December 28. 


No. 20.—Reporr No. 2.—1824. 
Joseph F’. White vs. The United States. For one thousand three hundred and thirty-three and a third acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain titles and claims to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph F. White showeth: That he claims title to two undivided third parts of a tract 
of land containing two thousand acres, situated in the territory of Mosquito, west of New Smyrna, and 
bounded as follows: beginning at a pine tree marked B, and running thence north 25° west, 141 chains 
43 links, to another pine tree with the same mark; thence south 65° west, 141 chains 43 links, to another 
pine tree, same mark; thence south 25° east, 141 chains 41 links, to another pine with the same mark; 
thence north 65° east, 141 chains 48 links, to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from 
a royal title made to Samuel Betts by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the order of October 29, 1790, who 
sold the same to your memorialist, as will be seen by his deed, dated April 13, 1816. Your memorialist 
further showeth that he has possession of said lands; that he is an American citizen residing in New 
York; he therefore prays that his title to the said lands may be confirmed. 

Ji F. WHITE. 
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[Translation. ] 
Title to property. 
Don Juan José de Estrada, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, &c., &c.: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and both Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that lands should be granted 
and surveyed gratis to the foreigners who, of their own free will, present themselves to swear allegiance 
to our sovereign, in proportion to the workers each family may have; that Don Samuel Betts having 
presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the government, and there were granted to him, 
July 8, 1803, two thousand acres of land in the territory of Mosquitos, which was situated on the west of 
the place where the town of New Smyrna was situated, as appears from the certificate which was issued 
under the same date from the secretary’s office, and is annexed to the proceedings moved in order that 
the corresponding title of property should be delivered to him for the said lands; which measure north 
95° west, 141 chains 43 links, and south 65° west, 141 chains 43 links; bounded on the north by lands of 
Don Ambrose Hull, and on the other points of the compass by vacant lands, as results from the certificate 
and plat of the surveyor, Don Robert McHardy, which is also added to the said proceedings; and as 
there has not been delivered to the said Samuel Betts any title for the security and confirmation of his 
dominion to the said lands in the form in which it has been executed to others who have already passed 
more than ten years of uninterrupted possession, to obtain an useful and direct dominion to the said 
land, made buildings on them, cultivated them, and complied with all the other conditions which the 

overnment established for grants and concessions of this nature, existing in the titles delivered to other 
settlers, as the said proceedings set forth: Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, I have granted, 
as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, unto the said Don Samuel Betts the two thousand acres of land, 
for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property, and expedite to him, as by these presents I do, 
the corresponding title by which I separate from the royal domain all the right and dominion it had to 
said land; and I cede and transfer it to the said Betts, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they 
may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with all the entrances, 
outlets, customs, rights, and services which it has had, has, and in fact and law belong and appertain to 
it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all which I interpose 
my authority as I can, and of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and the royal 


domain, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 3, 1815. 
JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 


By command of his excellency: 
JuAN DE Entratoo, é&c., &e. 


This is conformable to the original, which exists in the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and 
by request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of common paper, the stamps 
not being used. St. Augustine, Florida, July 3, 1815. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, 8. B. LZ. @. 


[Here follows a quit-claim from Samuel Betts of the two undivided third parts of two thousand 
acres in favor of claimant, dated April 13, 1816.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced to the board a royal title made by Governor Estrada to Samuel 
Betts, dated July 3, 1815; also, a conveyance from said Betts to claimant; in consideration whereof, we 
recommend the title to Congress for confirmation, the claimant being a non-resident. December 28. 


Sr. Avcustine, August 23, 1825. 


Sir: We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 18th ultimo. In 
reply we beg leave to refer you to our letter of the 1st of January, in which we say: ‘The commissioners 
have declined making a report upon a number of large grants made under the royal order of 1815, 
and which have been submitted for adjudication.” Our reasons for declining to make a report on the 
table No. 3 at that time are set forth in the same letter. The tabular report No. 3 contains the cases 
above described, and was not forwarded; for, although they were, in our opinion, entitled to confirmation 
at the time they were acted on, from the evidence then before us we had reason to believe, from subse- 
quent information, that testimony would be adduced to invalidate some, if not all, of them. This testimony 
has not yet been received, but it is daily expected to arrive from the Island of Cuba. The royal instruction 
of December 15, 1754, referred to in our letter of the 1st of January last, we have not been able to 
procure. We consider it a most important document, and we have felt much embarrassment for want of it. 

We are, respectfully, your obedient servants, 
DAVIS FLOYD. 


GEO. MURRAY. 
Hon. the Secretary of the Treasury. 
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CLAIMS FLORIDA. 





IN 





No. 1.—Reporr No. 4.—1824. 
José Bernardo Reyes vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of José Bernardo Reyes showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land 
consisting of two hundred acres, situated upon Moultrie creek, to the southward of the city of St. Augus- 
tine, bounded on the south by the said creek, on the east by the lands of Don Carlos Gibert, and on the 
north and west by vacant pine lands; which title your memorialist derives from a title dated July 6, 1818, 
made to Don Bartolo. de Castro y Ferrer by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 
99, 1790, who sold _the same to your memorialist by conveyance bearing date July 21, 1818, a copy of 
which conveyance is herewith filed, marked B. Your memorialist further exbibits a copy of said title, 
marked A, and a copy of the concession of the said tract of land, bearing date upon the — day of , 
1g—. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a 
citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine, in the district of East Florida. All which is 
respectfully submitted. 





JOSE BERNARDO REYES. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession made by Governor White to Bartolome de Castro y 
Ferrer of the land, dated December 17, 1799.] 
[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Bartolome de Castro 
Ferrer for the two hundred acres, dated July 6, 1818, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer to claimant, 
dated July 21, 1818. ] 
[Here follows the plat of the two hundred acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case Reyes claims two hundred acres of land situated on Moultrie creek, as described in 
his memorial filed before this board. In support of his titles, he offered in evidence a concession, made 
December 17, 1799, to Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer by Governor White, for headrights. The grantee, it 
appears, kept possession of the lands from the date of the concession up to July 6, 1818, when he obtained 
a royal title for it from Governor Coppinger; on the 21st of July of the same year the grantee conveyed 
to the claimant by deed, also filed as evidence in the case. The royal title having been made since 
January 24, 1818, has not governed the commissioners in their decision; but, upon a full review of the 
case, they are of opinion that the claim would have been valid had Florida remained in possession of the 
King of Spain; and they therefore confirm it to José B. Reyes so far as the United States are interested. 
September 10. 


No. 2.—Reporr No. 4.—1824. 
F. P. Fatio vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Francis P. Fatio respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one thousand acres, situated on the east side of St. John’s river, at a place known by 
the name of Berresford, about one hundred and fifty miles from the mouth of the river, bounded on the 
north by the river St. John’s, on the south, east, and west by vacant lands; which title your memorialist 
derives from a concession made to memorialist, April 13, 1803, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal 
order of October 29, 1790, and confirmed to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtué of the royal order of 
1815, as appears by a royal title made in favor of memorialist, and dated April 18, 1818; which land was 
surveyed by Andres Burgevin by order of the Spanish Government, March 1, 1819—all of which appears 
by the documents filed in the office of the keeper of the public archives. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is legally seized and possessed of said land, and was so at the time of the cession of 
this Territory; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. John’s county, East Florida. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

F. P. FATIO. 


[Here follows the translation of the certified copy of the concession by Governor White of the land, 
dated April 13, 1803.] 
__ [Here follows an order of Governor Coppinger to the notary of government to expedite to claimant 
title of absolute property, dated March 28, 1818. ] 
[Here follows a translation of the certificate of survey by Andres Burgevin, dated March 1, 1819, the 
plat remaining in the office of the public archives. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that the land was conceded to claimant by Governor White April 13, 1803, as 
per certified copy of concession exhibited. The claimant applied, by memorial, to have his title confirmed 
by the government, and, March 28, 1818, his request was admitted by Governor Coppinger, who directed 
that the usual title of absolute property should be expedited to him. The land was afterwards surveyed. 
The board being of opinion that the title would have been valid had Florida remained in possession of his 
Catholic Majesty, they therefore confirm it to claimant and his heirs. September 25. 
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TESTIMONY. 
F. P. Fatio vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 


F. J. Fatio, being sworn, says that in 1795 the establishment of. the claimant on the river St. John’s 
was broken up by the Florida Indians, under the chief, Bowles; and that in the year 1803 the claimant 
was a married gentleman, and had a number of negro @laves, the exact number of which is not recollected 


by the deponent. 
F. J. FATIO. 
Before the board in session, September 25, 1824. 
Nos. 3, 7, and 8.—Reporr No. 4.—1824. 
John Houston vs. The United States. Claim to one hundred and seventy-five acres of land, in four tracts, 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Houston respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred and seventy acres, on the river Nassau, called Pine island, surveyed to 
your memorialist, by virtue of the royal order of 1790, by George Clarke, May 2, 1816: first line com. 
mences with a pine tree, runs south 2° west, 70 chains, and ends with another; second line runs west, 45 
chains; third line runs north, 70 chains, to a stake on the bank of a creek; all which will be seen b 
reference to the grant obtained by your memorialist from Governor Coppinger, February 16, 1816, which 
is herewith presented. Your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, 
and was so at the time of the transfer of the Territory; that he is a citizen of the United States and 


resident of the Territory of Florida. 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation. ] 


To the governor: 

Don John Houston, inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully states: That having come 
to the same for the purpose of establishing himself as a subject of his Catholic Majesty, he could not take 
the necessary oath (through ignorance) until his excellency Don Sebastian Kindelan went to the town of 
Fernandina, in May, 1813, and before said person he was received as an inhabitant of this province. Pre- 
vious to this he contracted marriage with the youngest daughter of Don Spicer Christopher, before the 
vicar, ecclesiastical judge, Don Miguel Crosby; and until the present he has been cultivating the lands of 
his father-in-law, for the purpose of employing his negroes, and to promote the cultivation and improve- 
ment of the province, without ever having obtained lands granted by the government, from his never 
having asked for them: Wherefore, he supplicates your excellency to deign to grant him the lands which 
correspond to the number of his family, comprised in the annexed list, five hundred acres on Pain island, 
known as “Half-moon Bluff,” and the rest to the complement of his family in lands called Cane’s swamp, 
on the river Nassau, at the head of Dunn’s creek; a favor which he hopes for from the justice of your 
excellency. St. Augustine, February 15, 1816. 

JOHN HOUSTON. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 16, 1816. 


Let there be granted to the memorialist seven hundred and fifteen acres of land in the places which 
he solicits, without injury to a third person, which are those which he solicits, which are those which 
correspond to him, his wife, a white servant, and twenty-six slaves, included in the annexed list, con- 
formably to the regulations in the matter, the secretary furnishing him with the customary certificate 
for his security; and let this proceeding be placed in the archives. 

COPPINGER. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the archives of St. Augustine. 
F, J. FATIO, S&S. B. L. C. 


(Translation. | 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the governor of said city and province: I certify that, according to the decree of the 
governor in favor of Don John Houston, the son, under date of February 16, 1816, I have measured and laid 
off for him two hundred and seventy acres of land on the river Nassau, at a place called Pine island, 
which is conformable to the following plat and its copy in the book of surveys under my charge. Fer- 


nandina, Amelia island, May 1, 1816. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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atmninanaico 
I certify the foregoing plat and certificate of survey to be well and truly translated and taken from 
documents on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 








Here follows a royal title made by Governor Coppinger for the two hundred and seventy acres, 
dated February 27, 1818. ] 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the governor of the same city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for 
Don John Houston, the son, one hundred and sixty acres of land on the river Nassau, at a place called 
Cain Swamp, which I performed according to the decree of the governor, under date of the 16th February 
of the present year, and appears in its description to the following plat and its copy in the book of surveys 


under my charge. Fernandina, Amelia, May 2, 1816. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing plat and certificate to be well and truly taken from documents on file in the 
office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a royal title made by Governor Coppinger for the one hundred and sixty acres, dated 
February 27, 1818.] 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor, appointed 
by the government of the said city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Don 
John Houston, the son, one hundred and fifty-five acres of land on the river Nassau, at a place known as 
the “ Half-moon Bluff,” according to the decree of the governor of February 16 of the present year, and 
is conformable to the following plat and its copy in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, 


Amelia island, May 1, 1816. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
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I certify the foregoing plat and certificate to be well and truly translated and taken from documents 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. BL. 


[Here follows a royal title made by Governor Coppinger for the 155 acres, dated February 27, 1818) 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor genera] 
appointed by the government of same city and province: I certify that on May 2, 1816, I measured and 
laid off for Don John Houston, the son, one hundred and twenty acres of land on the river Nassau, at g 
place known by the name of Mill Branch, alias Dunn’s Creek, which was granted him by superior decree 
on the 16th of February of the present year; which land is conformable to the present plat and its copy 
in the book of surveys under my charge. Fernandina, Amelia island. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
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I certify the foregoing plat and certificate to be well and truly taken from documents on file in the 
office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a royal title made by Governor Coppinger for the 120 acres, dated February 27, 1818] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the clainvant produced in evidence a concession made to him by Governor Coppinger for 
the lands in question, dated February 16, 1816. Although the confirmation of the grant by royal titles 
(which were also exhibited) bears date subsequent to January 24, 1818, we cannot but deem the conces- 
sion a valid one, and confirm the same to the claimant and his heirs. June 21, 1824. 


TESTIMONY. 
John Houston vs. The United States. For seven hundred and fifteen acres of land. 


G. J. F. Clarke, being sworn, states that it was usual for the grantees to have their grants divided 
and surveyed in different tracts. 


No. 4.—Reporr No. 4.—1824. 
Isaac Hendricks vs. The United States. Claim to two hundred and sixteen acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Isaac Hendricks respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and sixteen acres, situated on the river St. John’s, bounded north and 
west by said river, east by public land, and south by lands formerly occupied by John Huntsman; which 
title your memorialist derived from a decree made by Governor White, May 18, 1797, on the memorial of 
William Hendricks, father of your memorialist, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; both of which, 
together with the survey or plat of the same, are herewith presented. Your memorialist further states 
that, on May 8, 1818, he received from Governor Coppinger a royal grant in absolute property to the said 
lands, which is also presented. Your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 
lands, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the 


Territory of Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Translation] 


Don Manuel Rengil, secretary by his Majesty of the government, and of the commander-in-chief of 
this city and province: I certify that on a memorial presented by William Hendricks, dated the 16th 
instant, praying that the land which the rebel against his Majesty, William Jones, occupied on the south 
bank of the river St. John’s should be granted to his son, after seeing the opinion which was asked of the 
commandant of engineers, who stated that the plain where the detachment of St. Nicholas is quartered 
should be kept clear for the distance of a gunshot or more, the following decree was yesterday placed 
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a 
thereon: Agreeable to his request, without injury to a third, conformably to the number of the petitioner’s 


family, with the precise condition of conforming with all that is set forth in the preceding report. 
WHITE. 








And that it may be made known and serve the interested, I give the present in St. Augustine, 


ida, May 18, 1797. 
Florida, May MANUEL RENGIL. 


Conformable to its;original, which I returned to the interested, to which I refer; and in compliance 
with what is ordered in the preceding decree of his excellency the governor, I seal and sign the present 


copy in St. Augustine, Florida, May 6, 1818. 
[u. s.] JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


A true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. } 


Don Pedro Marrot, captain of the third battalion of the infantry regiment of Cuba, and commissioned 
judge by his excellency the governor and commander-in-chief of the province of East Florida, for the 
measurement of lands ordered to be distributed by command of his Majesty: I certify that, at the plan- 
tation named St. Nicholas, there has been measured and delivered six caballerias and six acres of land 
which is the complement of what belongs to him) to the inhabitant William Jones. The first line runs 
N. 175° E., 50 chains, commences at a stake marked with a cross, on the banks of the river St. John’s, and 
ends at a pine with the same mark; said line bounds the lands of John Hindsman; the second line runs 
N. 15° W., 30 chains, begins at the said pine and terminates at another, with the same mark of the cross, 
on the banks of said river St. John’s; a part of its front runs on the banks of a bay of said river, and 
part on the banks of the same, all agreeably to the orders I have, the interested signing with the surveyor, 
Don Josiah Dupont. And that it may be made known, and may serve for the information of the govern- 
ment secretary’s office, where the interested must apply for his respective title, I give the present at St. 
Nicholas, river St. John’s, February 14, 1793. 
Nore.—That at the landing there are eight acres of land of the King laid off within this plat. 
PEDRO MARROT. 
JOSIAS DUPONT. 


Pine x North 75° East, 50 chains. Stake x 





N. 15° W., 30 chains. 


Pine x 








Don George Clarke, lieutenant of local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general of 
said city and province: I certify that the foregoing is an exact copy of its original remaining on file in 
the office of the government notary in this city, which I have made at the request of William Hendricks, 
to whom it appears was granted the rights which the said William Jones had to said land, and under the 


same boundaries; and that it may be made known, I sign the present in St. Augustine, May 7, 1818. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


Territory or Froria, St. John’s County: 

Appeared William Carney, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he has known Isaac Hen- 
dricks for thirty years, during which time the said Isaac Hendricks has resided in East Florida; and for the 
period of twenty years the said Hendricks has continued, and still doth continue, in peaceable possession 
on a place called the Cowford, on the south side of the river St. John’s, at the ferry which leads or crosses 


to Jacksonville, &c. 
WILLIAM CARNEY. 


Sworn to before me January 13, 1824. | 
EDWARD R. GIBSON, J. P. 


Isaac Hendricks vs. The United States. For two hundred and siateen acres of land. 


__ Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he is acquainted with said 
Hendricks, and has known him upwards of twenty years. Witness says that he knew the father of 
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re 
claimant, and that he, the said Hendricks, has cultivated the above-mentioned tract since the death of his 
her to the present period, about eight or ten years ago. 
ance J ‘ BME. CASTRO Y FERRER. 


J. ORMOND, J. P. 
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Sworn to before me, in the city of St. Augustine, May 6, 1824. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In support of his title the claimant exhibited in evidence a concession from Governor White, certified 
by the secretary of the government, dated May 18, 1797, together with the survey of the same. It was 
likewise proven by the depositions of William Carney and Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer that the claimant 
had cultivated the land for many years. We therefore deem the title a valid one, and confirm the same 
to the claimant and his heirs. June 18, 1824. 


No. 5.—Report No. 4.-—1824. 
Nicholasa Gomez vs. The United States. For one thousand two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Nicholasa Gomez, deceased, respectfully showeth: That your memorialists 
dlaim title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand two hundred acres, situated in the territory of 
Mosquitos, on Hillsborough river, at a place called in the British time and since Ross Place. ; First line 
begins at a live-oak tree marked G, thence runs N. 30° W., eighty chains, to a stake; ‘second line runs §, 
80° west, 150 chains, to a palmetto marked G; on all other sides by vacant lands; which title your memo. 
rialists derive from a grant made to the said Nicholasa Gomez by Governor Coppinger, In virtue of the 
royal order of 1790; grant dated November 5, 1818, and is founded upon a concession made July 27, 
1803, is filed herewith. And your memorialists further showeth that they are in possession of said lands, 


They reside in St. Augustine, and did so in 1821. 
GEORGE MURRAY, for Memorialists. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White to Nicholasa Gomez for the land, 
dated July 27, 1803. ] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate of survey by Robert McHardy, dated May 29, 1815] 


[Here follows the translation of the confirmation of the concession by Governor Coppinger, authen- 
ticated by the notary of government, dated October 23, 1817.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants exhibited to the board a concession for the 1,200 acres made by Governor White, July 
27, 1803, to Nicholasa Gomez, for headrights; said concession was afterwards confirmed to the heirs of 
grantee by an order of Governor Coppinger, authenticated by the notary of government, and dated October 
23,1817. The board having ascertained this claim to be valid, they therefore confirm it to the heirs of the 
aforesaid Nicholasa Gomez. December 21. 


No. 6.—Report No. 4.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For sixteen acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of sixteen acres, situated about one mile to the north of the gate of this town, bounded 
on the north by lands of the late José Sanchez, on the east by the Capuaca road, on the south by lands 
formerly of Peter Triay, and on the west by St. Nicholas road; the first line runs north 75° east, 12 chains, 
to a stake; second line, thence south 21° east, 153 chains, to another stake; third line, thence south 15° 
west, 9 chains, to another stake; fourth line, thence north 31° west, 154 chains, to another stake, where 
the first line began; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to Diego Carreras by 
Governor White, dated February 6, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who obtained a 
royal title from Governor Coppinger June 19, 1818, and who conveyed the same to your memorialist by 
bill of sale dated April 23, 1819. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of 
said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 

* G. W. PERPALL, 
By his attorney, WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor White to Diego Carreras for the sixteen 
acres of land, dated February 6, 1805. ] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of the sixteen acres by Andres Bur- 
gevin, dated February 15, 1819.] 

[Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Carreras to Perpall, dated April 23, 1819.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 
The claimant produced in evidence a concession for the sixteen acres of land, made by Governor White 


to Diego Carreras February 6, 1805, and a survey. thereof. Carreras, April 23, 1819, sold and conveyed 
the land to Mr. Perpall. It appeared also that Carreras improved and cultivated the land for some time. 


' The same is hereby confirmed to claimant and his heirs. September 17. 


[No. 9 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 
. 
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No. 10.—Reprorr No. 4.--1824. 
Bartolome Castro y Ferrer vs. The United States. Claim to two thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain titles and claims to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Bme. Castro y Ferrer respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title 
to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, situated at the St. Pablo, in the county of St. John’s, 
and is bounded as follows: beginning at St. Pablo creek, at a pine marked with a cross; thence running 
south 60° west, 143 chains, to a pine with the same mark; thence north 60° east, 143 chains, to a pine 
marked with a cross, on St. Pablo’s creek; thence along the creek to the first-mentioned bounds, as appears 
by a survey and plat herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant made 
to him in absolute property by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, which royal 
title is dated February 28, 1818, and is grounded on a memorial dated February 11, 1817, and a decree 
granting the lands in absolute property, dated January 24, 1818; all of which are herewith presented by 
attested copies. And your memorialist further showeth that he is now, and was at the time of the cession, 
in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida. 

JOHN B. STRONG, for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor Coppinger to claimant of the two 
thousand acres, dated January 24, 1818. ] 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger in confirmation of the 
above concession, dated February 28, 1818, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. ] 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey made by Andres Burgevin of the 
two thousand acres. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain in this case that the claimant, on his memorial to the governor, had two thousand acres 
of land granted to him by Governor Coppinger January 24, 1818; which grant was confirmed by a royal 
title bearing date February 28, 1818. The board deeming this to be a valid Spanish grant, (although 
the royal title bears date subsequent to January 24, 1818,) they therefore confirm the title to claimant 
and his heirs, so far as the United States are concerned. December 28. 


REPORT No. 5. 


Register of claims, exceeding 3,500 acres, founded on patents granted by the British government, and which 
have been recognized as valid by the Spanish government, and are recommended for confirmation. 
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General remarks.—No. 1. The right to this land was recognized by the Spanish government, and ordered to be surveyed in 1793. No.2. This grant 
was recognized by the Spanish government in the year 1791, and surveyed to grantee. 


It is in proof before the board that the above claims have been recognized by the Spanish government; they are therefore recommended for confirma- 
tion. DAVIS FLOYD. 
GEORGE MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 


[No. 1 not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


No. 2.—Reporr No. 5.—1824. 
Francis P. Fatio et al. vs. The United States. Claim for ten thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Francis P. Fatio, for himself and his sister, Louisa Hallowes, heirs of F. P. Fatio, 
deceased, respectfully showeth:* That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of ten 
thousand acres, situated on the east side of the river St. John’s, about sixty miles from its mouth and thirty 
miles from the city of St. Augustine, bounded on the north by William Harvey’s lands; on the south by 
F. M. Arredondo, senior’s, lands; on the east by vacant pine lands; and on the west by the river St. John’s. 
The first line commences at a stake at the edge of said river, marked with a cross, and runs 8. 45° E., 22 
chains, and ends at a pine with the same mark; the second line begins at the last, and runs N. 45° E., 80 
chains, and ends at a stake with the same mark; the third line begins at this last-mentioned, and runs S. 
45° E., 320 chains, to a pine with the same mark; the fourth line commences at the last-mentioned pine, and 
runs 8. 30° W., 318 chains, and terminates at an oak with the same mark, on the banks of said river; thence 
along the meanders of the river, binding thereon, to the beginning, as is seen by a plat and certificate 
made by Pedro Marrot, and dated November 25, 1791, and marked A; which title your memorialists derive 
from a British grant made to Francis P. Fatio, deceased, by Governor J. Grant; that the British titles to 
said lands were lost during the troubles in the province in the year 1812, when memorialist’s houses were 
burnt, and himself and family were obliged to fly, being robbed of considerable property and negroes. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted. — 
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[Translation. ] 


Don Pedro Marrot, captain of the third battalion of the infantry regiment of Cuba, and judge com- 
missioned by the governor and commander-in-chief of this province of Kast Florida, for the survey and 
laying off lands ordered to be distributed by command of his Majesty: I certify that, at the plantation 
called New Switzerland, there have been measured three hundred caballerias of land, which, as appears 
by the titles of his Britannic Majesty which have been exhibited to me, consist of ten thousand acres 
belonging to Don Francisco Philip Fatio. The first line begins and runs to the south 45° east, and 
contains 22 chains, beginning by a picket marked with a cross, on the bank of the river St. John’s, bounding 
in part with the lands belonging to Hannah Moore, and ends with a pine tree of the mark of a crogg. 
follows on north 45° east, to a lightwood stake marked with a cross, and the survey contains 80 chains. 
the second line runs and begins with said stake to the south 45° to the east, to a pine tree marked with 
a cross, and its survey contains 320 chains; the third line runs south 30° west, begins with said pine and 
ends with an oak marked with a cross, on the bank of the river St. John’s, and its measurement of 318 
chains; its front runs on the bank of said river; all agreeable to the orders which I have, the interested 
signed this with the surveyor, Don Samuel Eastlake; and for its confirmation, and that it may serve for 
the information of the secretary of this government, to whom the interested will have to apply for their 


respective titles, I give these presents at New Switzerland, river St. John’s, November 25, 1791. 
PEDRO MARROT. 


SAM’L EASTLAKE, 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language’ 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Pedro Marrot, by order of the Spanish government, surveyed the land on 
November 25, 1791, for Francis P. Fatio, father to claimants, (as per plat and certificate of survey;) that 
on the division of the estate of F. P. Fatio, deceased, this tract was allotted to claimants; that Francis P. 
Fatio took the oath of allegiance to his Catholic Majesty, and was in possession of the land until his death. 
The board ascertain this to be a valid claim; they therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. 
September 15. 

TESTIMONY. 


Francis P. Fatio vs. The United States. Claim for ten thousand acres of land. 


Francis Marien, being duly sworn, says that he knows the above tract of land, and has known Francis 
P. Fatio, senior, to have resided on the said tract upwards of thirty years. Witness has been frequently 
on the said plantation, and that there were some very fine buildings thereon, until they were burnt by the 
Indians and patriots in the year 1812. And witness further states that it is well known to all the old 
inhabitants of this Territory that the claimant was in possession of said land since the cession of this 


province to Spain. 
FRANCISCO MARIEN. 
Before the board in session, September 1, 1824. 


William Reynolds, being sworn, states that he believes the signature of Pedro Marrot, which is 
attached to the document exhibited to him in this case, is the same as that which is attached to the original 
documents in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine under his charge. 

WILLIAM REYNOLDS. 


Before the board in session, September 15, 1824. 
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No. 1.—Reporr No. 6.—1824. 
Francis J. Fatio et al. vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of F. J. Fatio, for himself and for Maria Theresa, widow of Philip Fatio, deceased as 
also Sophia Louisa, Lewis, Mary Ann, Fernando, children and heirs of the said P. Fatio, deceased, respect- 
fully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acreg 
situated on the east side of Maxwell or McGirt’s creek, emptying into St. John’s river near Jacksonville: 
bounded on the north by vacant land, on the south by land formerly belonging to Henry Strachey, and on 
the west by said Maxwell or McGirt’s creek; beginning at a water oak marked with three crosses, on the 
banks of said creek, runs south 75° east, 118 chains, to a stake; thence north 75° west, 120 chains, to an 
ash with the same mark, on the banks of said creek; thence along the meanders of said creck to the 
beginning, as will be seen by a British plat and certificate made by Frederick George Mulcaster, dated 
February 16, 1775; which title your memorialists derive from a British grant made to Francis Philip 
Fatio, deceased, by Governor Tonyn, which grant was confirmed by the Spanish government to the said 
F. P. Fatio, deceased, after whose death said tract, by a deed of division made amongst bis heirs, was 
allotted to the children of Philip Fatio, deceased, son of said Francis P. Fatio, deceased. The said 
partition is filed in the claim for 10,762 acres presented by Sophia Fleming and William Gibson. And 
your memorialists further show that they are legally in possession of said lands; and that the said 
Francis P. Fatio, deceased, was a Spanish subject and resident in East Florida until his death; that hig 
heirs were, and most of them still are, residents of Florida, and were so at the time of the cession of this 
then province to the United States; that Francis J. Fatio is a citizen of the United States and resident 
of Florida; and that the said widow and the other heirs reside at present in the Island of Cuba. All which 


is respectfully submitted. 


[Here follows a multilated British grant or patent for the five hundred acres of land, dated March 


28, 1775, made by Governor Patrick Tonyn to Francis P. Fatio.] 
[Here follows a certificate and plat of survey by Frederick George Mulcaster of the five hundred 


acres, dated February 16, 1775.] 
[Here follows a document showing the division of the estate of F. P. Fatio, by which the five hundred 
acres were allotted to the heirs of P. Fatio, deceased, son of F. P. Fatio.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this claim the claimants produced in evidence a British patent or grant made by Governor Tonyn 
March 28, 1775, to Francis Philip Fatio, their grandfather; also, a document showing a division of the 
estate of said Fatio, by which the land was allotted to the claimants. It was likewise shown that Francis 
P. Fatio took the oath of fealty to his Catholic Majesty, and was in possession of the land until his death. - 
The same is hereby confirmed to the claimants and their heirs. September 7. 


ka See note in F. J. Fatio et al.’s claim for two hundred acres. 
No. 2.—Report No. 6.—1824. 
Francis J. Fatio et al. vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


The petition of Francis J. Fatio, for himself and for Maria Theresa, widow of Philip Fatio, deceased, 
as also Sophia Louisa, Mary Ann, and Fernando, children and heirs of Philip Fatio, deceased, respect- 
fully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land, situated near the head of St. Sebastian 
creek, about four miles north from St Augustine, bounded partly to the north and west by lands formerly 
granted to William Mills, and on all other sides by vacant lands, as will be seen by a British plat and 
certificate made by Benjamin Lord, assistant surveyor general, dated May 20, 1782; which title your 
memorialists derive from a British grant made to Judith Shivers by Governor Tonyn, who sold the same 
to Francis Philip Fatio, deceased, as by conveyance herewith presented, and dated March 7, 1785, which 
grant was confirmed by the Spanish government to the said Francis P. Fatio, deceased, after whose death 
said tract, by a deed of division and partition made amongst his heirs, was allotted to the children of P. Fatio, 
deceased, son of said Francis P. Fatio, deceased; the said partition is filed in the claim for 10,762 acres 
presented by Sophia Fleming and William Gibson. And your memorialists further show that they are 
legally in possession of said lands; and that the said Francis P. Fatio, deceased, was a Spanish subject, 
and resident in East Florida until his death; that his heirs were, and most of them still are, residents of 
Florida; and that the said widow and the other heirs at present reside in the Island of Cuba, ll of 


which is respectfully submitted. 
F. J. FATIO, for himself and the other heirs of P. Fatio, deceased. 


[Here follows a mutilated British grant or patent for the two hundred acres of land, dated June 16, 
1782, made by Governor Pat. Tonyn to Judith Shivers. } 
(Here follows a plat and certificate of survey of the two hundred acres, made by Benjamin Lord, 


assistant surveyor general, dated May 20, 1782.] 
[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Judith Shivers to Francis Philip Fatio of the two hundred 


acres, dated March 7, 1785.] 
[Here follows a document showing the division of the estate of F. P. Fatio, by which the two hundred 


acres were allotted to the heirs of P. Fatio, deceased, son of Francis P. Fatio, deceased. } 








1825.] CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 385 


————_— 





DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this claim it appears that Governor Tonyn granted the two hundred acres on the 16th of June to 
Judith Shivers, and that the same was surveyed May 20, 1782; the grantee, on March 7, 1785, conveyed 
the land to Francis Philip Fatio, (grandfather of claimants.) It further appeared that F. P. Fatio took 
the oath of fealty to his Catholic Majesty; that he was in possession of the land until his death; and that, 
in the division of the estate, this tract was allotted to the claimants. The board deeming this claim to 
pe valid, they therefore confirm it to the claimants. September 10. 


parSee F. J. Fatio et al.’s claim for two hundred acres. 


No. 3.—Reporr No. 6.—1824. 
Francis J. Fatio vs. The United States. For seven hundred and twenty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the board of land commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East 
Florida: 


Francis J. Fatio, for himself and for Maria Theresa, widow of Philip Fatio, deceased, as also Sophia 
Louisa, Luis, Mary Ann, and Fernando, children and heirs of the said P. Fatio, respectfully represent: That 
our petitioner claims title to a tract of land consisting of twenty-one caballerias, and two small marsh islands 
in front, on the river St. John’s, and southeast side thereof, about forty-five miles nortwestward from 
St. Augustine, bounded on the north by St. John’s river, on the east by lands of John McIntosh, beginning 
on the river St. John’s, at an oak marked with a cross; thence south 10 chains, to an oak with the same 
mark; thence south 15° west, 90 chains, to a pine with the same mark—these two lines bound the lands 
of John McIntosh; thence north 75° west, 70 chains, to a pine with the same mark; thence north 15° east, 
51 chains, to a pine with the same mark; thence north 27° west, 40 chains, to a pine with the same mark; 
thence north 15° east, 15 chains, to a pine on the margin of an impassable marsh on the river St. John’s; 
thence along the meanders of the river to the beginning, as will be seen by a plat and certificate of Pedro 
Marrot, who was appointed a commissioned judge, by the Spanish authorities, for the survey of lands 
ordered to be granted, dated March 9, 1793, herewith presented, marked A; which said survey was made, 
in pursuance and confirmation of British titles or grants, by Francis Philip Fatio, owner, and held and 
demanded as thereby to be seen. And your memorialist further showeth that the said Francis Philip 
Fatio remained a Spanish subject during his lifetime, resident in Florida after the transfer thereof by Great 
Britain to Spain; that after his death, the said tract of land was allotted and conveyed to the heirs of 
Philip Fatio, deceased, which said Philip Fatio was one of the children of Francis Philip Fatio, the original 
claimant, as will be seen by the said settlement which is filed before this honorable board in a claim of 
Sophia Fleming and William Gibson for ten thousand seven hundred and sixty-two acres of land. Your 
memorialist further shows that they were always subjects of Spain during her jurisdiction within the 
Territory of East Florida, and were resident (so far as they were living) in the said Territory at the time 
of its cession to the United States by Spain; that Francis J. Fatio is a resident of East Florida and 
citizen of the United States; and that the said widow and the other heirs reside at present in the Island 
of Cuba, &e. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
F. J. FATIO, for himself and the other heirs of P. Fatio, deceased. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro Marrot of twenty- 
one caballerias and twenty-one acres (720 acres) to Francis Philip Fatio, dated March 9, 1793.] 


Territory oF Froriwa, Hast Florida: 

Personally appeared before me, Francis J. Fatio, one of the justices appointed to keep the peace in 
said county, Mrs. Sophia Fleming, who, being duly sworn, deposeth as follows: That she was acquainted 
with David Convoise; he was agent to Messrs. Thomas Dunnage, Francis Philip Fatio, and Rivaz and 
Naville; said Convoise bought the plantation (since called New Castle) from Robert Harris about the 
year 1771, and took immediate possession of said plantation for himself, and in virtue of a power of 
attorney from his copartners. At the cession of the province to Spain, in the year 1784, Francis Philip 
Fatio remained in Florida; on a dissolution of partnership, he bought the interest of the other partners 
and obtained Spanish titles for all the lands formerly held by said firm. Francis Philip Fatio became a 


Spanish subject in 1784, and took the oath of fidelity to the Spanish government. 
SOPHIA FLEMING. 


Sworn to before me, on St. John’s river, June 28, 1824. 
F. J. FATIO, Justice of the Peace. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Pedro Marrot, by order of the government, surveyed the land for Francis 
Philip Fatio, grandfather of claimants, March 9, 1793, as per plat and certificate of survey exhibited; that, 
on the division of the estate of F. P. Fatio, deceased, this tract was allotted and conveyed to them; that 
the aforesaid Fatio took the oath of allegiance to the King of Spain, and occupied the land until his death. 
In consideration whereof, we confirm the title to the claimant and their heirs. October 12. 


TESTIMONY. 
Francis J. Fatio et al. vs. The United States. For seven hundred acres of land. 


George J. F. Clarke, being duly sworn, states that he was acquainted with F. P. Fatio, sr., deceased, 
and was always considered as a Spanish subject; could not have remained in the province if he was not. 
Witness says he knows the tract of land of New Castle, which was always of years previous. 
Witness says that he knew Philip Fatio, who was son of the said Francis P. Fatio, deceased, and also 
his first wife. 

von, Iv 








49 co 
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No. 4.—Reporr No. 6.—1824. 
Thomas Travers’ heirs vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and litles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of William Travers, in behalf of himself and the other heirs of Thomas Travers 
deceased, showeth: That your memorialist, for and in behalf as aforesaid, claims title to a certain tract 
or piece of land in East Florida, consisting of three hundred acres; that the said tract of land was origi- 
nally granted by the British government, by grant bearing date January 4, 1768, while East Florida Was 
a province and dependence of the crown of Great Britain, to one James Penman; that the said James 
Penman, that is to say, on or about September 20, 1779, sold and conveyed the said land to one James 
Peavett; that, after the death of James Peavett, it became and was the property of Maria Evans, who for 
many years occupied, cultivated, and improved the said land, continuing to do so until the time of her 
death, which happened some time about the year 1792 or 1793; that the said Maria Evans devised the 
said tract of land, with others, by her last will and testament, made in the year 1792, to the aforesaiq 
Thomas Travers; that the said Thomas Travers departed this life some time about the year 18—, leaving 
your memorialist and his sister his heirs-at-law; that the said land is now, and has been for some time 
past, in the actual occupancy and cultivation of one Francis P. Sanchez, who holds the said land under 
the heirs of the said Thomas Travers. Your memorialist further shows that the said land is situated at 
about five miles to the west of St. Augustine; that, at the time of the original survey, it was bounded on 
all sides by vacant lands; that it now adjoins a six hundred acre tract of one Francisco P. Sanchez, and 
has the following courses and dimensions, as appears by the original plat of the survey thereof, herewith 
filed: The first line begins at a pine marked X, and runs north 25° west, 54 chains and 80 links, to another 
pine with the same mark; then runs south 65° west, 54 chains and 80 links, to another pine with the same 
mark; then runs south 25° west, 54 chains and 80 links, to another pine, same mark; then runs south 65° 
east, 54 chains and 80 links, to the place of beginning. Wherefore, your memorialist claims confirmation 
of the title of the heirs of the said Thomas Travers to the said land. 

JNO. DRYSDALE, Attorney for Memorialist. 


[Here follows a British grant made by Governor James Grant to James Penman, dated January 4, 1768.] 
[Here follows a plan and certificate of survey by F. G. Mulcaster, dated September 2, 1767.] 
{Here follows a deed of conveyance from James Penman to Joseph Peavett, dated September 19, 
1779. ] 
DEPOSITIONS. 
East Froripa, St. John’s County: 


This day personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Nicolas Eslefanopoly, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has resided in St. 
Augustine for many years; that he was acquainted with Joseph Peavett before and after the cession of 
this country by Great Britain to Spain, and knew of the said Joseph Peavett becoming a Spanish subject; 
that he, this deponent, was employed by Peavett at sundry jobs at said Peavett’s plantation, situated 
about two miles west from St. Augustine, and at a place called Peavett’s Swamp; that he knows Peavett 
remained cultivating the said land up to the time of his death; and that he has not a doubt his widow 
continued in possession for many years after and planted the same; that he never heard the rights of 
Peavett’s heirs to this land questioned. Deponent knew Maria Evans, the wife of Peavett; after the death 
of Peavett she married a man by the name of Hudson, who died here some time before the death of Maria 
Evans. 


hi 
NICOLAS M4 ESLEFANOPOLY. 
mark, 
Sworn to before me this 21st day of July, in the year of our Lord 1824. 
BERNARDO SEGUI, Justice of the Peace. 


East Froriwa, St. John’s County: 


This day personally appeared before the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Gabriel Triay, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has resided in and about 
St. Augustine near fifty-five years; that he knew Joseph Peavett as early as 1779, and remained 
acquainted with him up to the time of his death; that Peavett remained here after the cession of the 
country by Great Britain to Spain, in 1784, and became a Spanish subject; that he, this deponent, was 
employed by Peavett, whilst the British had possession of the country, to build houses, &c., upon a plan- 
tation belonging to the said Peavett at a place about two miles west from St. Augustine, at a place called 
Peavett’s Swamp; that Peavett retained possession of the said lands up to the time of his death, which 
took place some time after the Spaniards came into the country; that he never heard the right of Peavett’s 
heirs to this property questioned. The improvements made upon this plantation were burnt by the 
Indians, and the plantation broken up many years ago. A man by the name of Penman had a plantation 
about a mile and a half to the northward of the place described by this deponent. Deponent knows that 
Peavett had negroes upon Penman’s place for several years, and cultivated that place at the same time 
that he planted the plantation in Peavett’s Swamp. Deponent does not know how much land Peavett 
owned in the swamp, but always thought the whole belonged to him. Deponent knew Maria Evans, the 
wife of Peavett, well; after the death of Peavett she married a man by the name of Hudson, who died 
here some time before the death of Maria Evans; Peavett had no children, and after his death his wife 
had possession of all his property to the time of her death. The house built by Peavett was from thirty 
to thirty-five feet long and sixteen or seventeen broad; he had about twenty-eight negroes, workers, and 
all necessary houses for them, and had about forty or fifty acres cleared and in cultivation in the swamp, 
besides a considerable quantity in the pine land. 


his 
GABRIEL 4 TRIAY. 
mark. 
Sworn to before me July 19, 1824. BERNARDO SEGUI, Justice of the Peace. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain the aforesaid to be a valid British grant; that the grantee, after the cession of 
the country to Spain, continued to occupy and cultivate the same; that he became a Spanish subject, and 
died without issue; that his wife continued to occupy and cultivate the same until her death; that in her 
last will and testament she bequeathed the land in question to Thomas Travers, deceased. They there- 
fore confirm to the heirs the title aforesaid. September 17. 


[N ore.—No. 5 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. } 


No. 6.—ReEport No. 6.—1824. 


William and John Lofton vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John and William Lofton, residents of East Florida and citizens of the United States, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred 
acres, situated on the north branch of Nassau river, bounded by vacant lands, as per deed from Cornelius 
Raine to John Lofton, which lands have not been surveyed to their knowledge; which title your memo- 
yialists claim as grandchildren to the said John Lofton and as his heirs. The said land was originally 

ranted to one Cornelius Raine, in the year 1768, by the British authorities in this province, by patent, 
which is by time and accident nearly destroyed; the remnant, with the seal attached, is herewith presented, 
having the certificate of registry faintly to be seen on the back of said remnant; and the said Cornelius 
Raine conveyed the same to the said John Lofton in 1769, as appears by his deed herewith presented. 
The said lands were occupied by your memorialists and ancestor for some years, as they have been 
informed, but they have no personal knowledge of the fact, their grandfather and father being dead many 
years; and they being young, and the province having been very much disturbed by the internal commo- 
tions, they have never been able to ascertain the particulars relative to their claim, so as to be able to 
point it out more particularly. All which is respectfully submitted, &c. St. Augustine, August 29, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimants. 


[Here follows a British patent, with the great seal attached to it, very much mutilated, together with 
a deed of conveyance from Cornelius Raine, the original grantee, to John Lofton, also mutilated. ] 


Territory OF Froriwa, County of St. John’s: 

Joseph Summerall, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he was well acquainted with John Lofton, 
the grandfather of the above claimants, during the residence of the British authorities in this province; 
that he occupied and cultivated a tract of two hundred acres of land on the north branch of Nassau river, 
now in the county of Duval; that he occupied said tract for at least twenty years, till 1794, when a 
disturbance took place in the province, and the Spanish government ordered the settlers in that part to 
remove to the south and east side of St. John’s river, when the said Lofton removed from the said lands 
into the State of Georgia, and in two or three years after died; that the said Lofton bought the said land 
of one Cornelius Raine, who had a British grant for the same, which this deponent had seen many years 
ago, and had heard of long before he saw the same. This deponent further says that at his death he left 
his son, John Lofton, his heir-at-law; and at the death of the last-mentioned John Lofton he left the 
claimants, John and William Lofton, his sons, and his only heirs; that, after the disturbance of 1794 had 
ceased, the said John Lofton, the father, removed on to a tract of land which was granted to himself, and 
joined the land of John Lofton, the grandfather, and occupied them both for some years, when new disturb- 
ances took place, and he removed into the now county of St. John’s. Deponent further says that he was 
well acquainted with John Lofton, the father, who had a tract of three hundred and fifty acres of land 
adjoining the former tract, which he lived upon and occupied about twelve years; at his death this tract, 
with the former one, descended to the claimants as his heirs, who have the possession undisputed by any 
one. Deponent further says that he is also well acquainted with another tract of three hundred and fifty 
acres of land, which was granted to the said John Lofton, the father, and lies between St. Mary’s and 
Nassau rivers, and not far from the last-mentioned tracts, and was in occupancy of the said John Lofton, 
the father, all the time he occupicd the last-mentioned tract of three hundred and fifty acres, and which 
said second tract of three hundred and fifty acres also descended to the claimants as the sons and only 
heirs of the said John Lofton, the father, and which is also in the undisturbed possession of the claimants. 
This deponent is also well acquainted with another tract of fifty acres of land, which is on Amelia island, 
at a place called Cabbage Hammock, and was granted by the Spanish government to John Lofton, the 
father, and on which he made a settlement and cleared about six acres; which said tract at his death also 
came to the claimants as the sons and heirs of the said John Lofton, the father, and is in their legal and 
undisturbed possession. JOSEPH SUMMERALL. 


Sworn to before me December 23, 1823. JOHN B. STRONG, Judge of the County Court. 


Territory oF Fioripa, County of St. John’s, sct: 

William Hartley, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he is well acquainted with the tracts 
of land in the above affidavit of Joseph Summerall mentioned; and that he was well acquainted with 
John Lofton, the father of the claimants, and that he had the possession of all of them for at least twelve 
years before his death; and that after his death they came into possession of John and William Lofton, 
the present claimants, who have held the same, as his sons and only heirs-at-law, for the last nine or ten 
years; and further saith not. WILLIAM HARTLEY. 


Sworn to before me, December 23, 1823. JOHN B. STRONG, Judge of County Court. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain in this case that John Lofton, grandfather of claimants, obtained the land from Cornelius 
Raine, who had the same granted to him by the British government, (as per mutilated British patent.) 
Raine in 1769 conveys the tract to Lofton, (as per mutilated deed.) It appeared that Lofton afterwards 
Inhabited and cultivated this tract until driven away by disturbances and commotions that took place in 
1794. The commissioners deeming that this grant, together with those claimed by the above-named 
claimants, were valid under the late Spanish government, the same is hereby confirmed to them so far as 
the United States are concerned. September 28. 

[Norr.—No. 7 was not returned by the commissioners to the General Land Office. ] 
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[Nore.—No. 1 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


No. 2.—Reporr No. 8.—1824. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Francis P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That he claims title in and to a certain 
tract or parcel of land consisting of six hundred acres, situate and being in East Florida aforesaid; that 
the said tract of six hundred acres is part of grant of two thousand acres originally made to one Roque 
Leonardy, now deceased, by three several concessions, one of which was made December 24, 1792, and 
one April 11, 1793, by Governor Quesada, the governor of East Florida, and the other January 3, 1799 by 
Governor White, the governor of East Florida; which several concessions were made under and in virtue 
of a royal order of the King of Spain, bearing date October 29, 1790, all which will fully and at large 
appear by a reference to a certified copy of the said concession, now here submitted and filed, and marked 
exhibit A; that the said Roque Leonardy, upon obtaining the said concession, took immediate and actual 
possession of the lands, and improved and cultivated them, and remained in the actual possession and 
occupancy of them till his death, which took place about the year 1803; and that his heirs are now in 
the actual occupancy of that part of the said lands now sold to your memorialist; that the said lands 
were surveyed very soon after their concession by the surveyor general of the province of East Florida 
Pedro Marrott; but his plat having been lost, application was made by the heirs of the said Leonardy for 
a resurvey of them, which was ordered April 5, 1819, as will appear by a reference to a certified copy of 
the application and order for the said resurvey, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B; that 
the said concession of two thousand acres was located by the said Roque Leonardy in two distinct tracts, 
one of which consisted of fourteen hundred acres, and the other of six hundred acres, the latter of which 
is that claimed by your memorialist, as appears by the certified copies of the plat thereof now submitted 
and filed, and marked exhibits C and B; that the said tract of six hundred acres is situated on the North 
river, about sixteen miles from the city of St. Augustine, between the road to San Vincent Ferrer and 
lands of John Andrew, and has the following lines and dimensions, that is to say: the first line begins 
at a pine marked X, and runs north 77 degrees east, 60 chains, to another pine marked X; the second 
line runs north 13 degrees west, 100 chains, to another pine marked X; the third line runs south 17 
degrees west, 60 chains, to another pine marked with a X; the fourth line runs south 13 degrees east, 
100 chains, to the place of beginning. The said land was, at the time of the survey thereof, bounded on 
the south by lands of the heirs of Thomas Travers, on the north by vacant land, and is bounded on the 
west by the road to San Vincent Ferrer, as will more distinctly appear by the plat thereof contained in 
exhibit D. Your memorialist further shows that, May 25, 1821, a grant, in absolute property, of the 
aforesaid tract of six hundred acres of land was made by Don José Coppinger, then governor of East 
Florida, to the heirs of the said Roque Leonardy, as will appear by a certified copy thereof, now herewith 
submitted and filed, and marked exhibit E, and that Bartolome Leonardy, Juan Leonardy, and Maria 
Ugarti, the heirs of the aforesaid Roque Leonardy, afterwards, that is to say, March 21, 1822, for a 
valuable consideration paid to them by your memorialist, conveyed to your memorialist, in fee simple 
absolute, the said tract or parcel of six hundred acres of land, and its appurtenances, as will appear by 
the original conveyance thereof to your memorialist, now herewith submitted and filed, and marked ‘exhibit 
F. And your memorialist further avers and shows that the said Roque Leonardy was, at the time the 
said six hundred acres of land were conceded to him as aforesaid, and at his death, an inhabitant and 
settler of East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain; and that his heirs were, at the time of their 
father’s death, also settlers of East Florida, and subjects of the King of Spain, and were settlers of East 
Florida at the time they conveyed the said Jand to your memorialist; that your memorialist was, at the 
time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and 
has so continued ever since. Wherefore, he prays confirmation of his title to the said six hundred acres 


of land and its appurtenances, &c. 
FRANCIS P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Translation.] 
MEMORIAL. 


Don Roque Leonardy, an inhabitant of this city, with due respect, states to your excellency that 
about fifteen miles to the north of this city there is a piece of land belonging to the King, which in 
former times was planted by a certain Mr. Men, and at present, for want of a person to possess it, it is 
uncultivated. Wherefore he prays the goodness of your excellency to be pleased to grant him the said 
land, by which he will receive a singular favor, which he hopes from the well known justice of your 


excellency. 
ROQUE LEONARDY. 
Sefior Governor. 
Sr. Aucustine, December 24, 1792. 


As he requires, without injury to a third person, let this party be permitted to establish himself 
where he solicits until the commissioner appointed for the general survey of lands shall assign him those 
which correspond to his family. 

QUESADA. 


MEMORIAL, 


Don Roque Leonardy, resident of this city, and inhabitant of the province, with all respect states to 
your excellency that his only business being that of a laborer, by which he has to maintain his large 
far ily, and for this same reason your excellency having done him the favor to grant him the plantation 
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ee 
called Mr. Men’s, agreeably to the distribution of lands to the other inhabitants, and having resulted to 
be in possession of another individual, by a former decree and disposition of the superior government. 
Wherefore he prays your excellency to be pleased to grant him three hundred acres of land, the boundaries 
of which to be north is where the cutting of wood for the King takes place, without injuring, in any 
manner, said place for cutting wood, the land being open and worked for a few years, and, in the whole, 
there is scarcely wood of any consideration; furthermore, those which your excellency should think proper 
to grant him four miles more to the north of that place, at the Rice plantation, so called, as your memo- 
rialist has family and slaves enough for the cultivation of said lands, and the three hundred acres which 
he has set forth not being sufficient; which is a favor he hopes for from the justice of your exceliency. 
ROQUE LEONARDY. 





Sefior GOVERNOR AND CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Sr. Aveustine, April 11, 1793. 


If the lands which this party solicits be not destined for the King’s woods, nor previously [granted] 
to any other inhabitant of the province, the captain, Don Pedro Marrot, commissioned for the general 
distribution of them, shall assign those which correspond to him in the places which he points out. 

QUESADA. 


MEMORIAL. 


Sr. Augustine, January 3, 1799. 


Don Roque Leonardy, inhabitant of this city, with due respect, states to your excellency that, when 
the lands were surveyed, there remained a piece near his plantation, and to the south of it, which bounds 
that of Donna Teresa Gill. This said piece of public land consists of a scrub very thick and full of 

almettos, although there is a small part a little cleared; but, although that which corresponds to him of 
the uncleared is but small, he receives much injury from the vicinity of it to the house of your memorialist. 
He humbly prays your excellency to be pleased to give him a piece of land, good and bad, that, by this 
means, he may lessen the increased damages which he receives in clearing and cultivating it, a favor 
which he hopes to receive from the equitable charity of your excellency. 
ROQUE LEONARDY. 


Sefior GoVERNOR AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 3, 1799. 
Let the commandant of engineers report. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 3, 1799. 


The lands on which the petitioner has his plantation correspond to those of North creek, and he sees 
no objection that the lands which he solicits shall be increased in his possession and placed in cultivation, 
it being not only useful to shun the damages which the thickness of the woods occasion him, but also 
advantageous to the improvement of the agriculture of the province; which is all he has to inform your 
excellency of, in compliance with the foregoing decree. 

PEDRO DIAZ BERRIO. 

Sefior Governor. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 3, 1799. 


Let there be granted to this party, without injury to a third person, the lands he solicits, until, 
agreeably to the persons he may have for its cultivation, the corresponding quantity be assigned him. 
WHITE. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 


[Translation.] 


The legitimate heirs of Don Roque Leonardy and Donna Aguida Coll, now deceased, with due venera- 
ticn, represent to your excellency, through the medium of Don José M. Ugarté, as husband of Donna Maria 
Leonardy, one of them, and the only one present, that there are belonging to them by concessions, which 
the annexed documents prove, as also long possession and constant cultivation for more than twenty-six 
years, the following lands, to wit: beginning by a line which should run east and west from that of their 
bounding neighbors on the south, the heirs of Francisco Arnau, on the creek named the King’s Landing, 
distant twelve miles to the north of this place, on the margin of the West river, until it terminates to the 
north, with the lands and appurtenances of the old plantation named Merter Man, as all must run under 
the same lines, and amongst them the said possession of Men, three hundred acres marked out from the 
said boundary of Arnau, and the land also granted January 3, 1799; also, what is called the Rice planta- 
tion, distant sixteen miles on the said North river from this place; also, to the west, which, with their 
appurtenances, as well one as the other, have been formerly surveyed and laid off, except the scrub 
under the commission of Captain Don Pedro Marrot, at that time placed in the general plan of surveys of 
this province, the place of deposit of which is unknown and is wanting, to the injury of the memorialists. 
Wherefore they pray your excellency to have the goodness to permit that the private surveyor, Don 
Andrew Burgevin, may pass to said lands to make new surveys of them, under the regulations established 
in such cases; and that being effected, the corresponding documents be delivered to them to proceed to 
prove the other circumstances which consolidate the right of property which they ought to enjoy from 
having complied with the conditions imposed by the regulations of this government on this matter, they 
being ready to pay in full the expenses due. St. Augustine, Florida, April 3, 1819. : 

JOSE MARIA UGARTE. 


DECREE. 


St. Augustine, April 5, 1819.—Let it be granted as asked for, agreeably to the forms of law, and with 
notice to the bounding neighbors. 
COPPINGER. 
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imac, 
St. Augustine, on the same day, month, and year, the foregoing decree was made known to Don ae 
Maria Ugarté; which I attest. 


ENTRALGO. 


On the same day, Don Andres Burgevin was notified of the appointment made of him as Surveyor 
and on being informed of it, said that he accepted of it, and promised, under oath in due form, well and 
faithfully to discharge the duties intrusted to him according to the best of his knowledge and understand. 


ing, and signed it; which I certify. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN, 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO, ée. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. 


[Translation.] 


Don Andres Burgevin, a surveyor appointed by government by decree made on the 5th instant, in 
favor of the interested: I certify that I have measured and laid off for the heirs of Don Roque Leonardy 
and Da, Aguida Coll, a piece of land which contains six hundred acres, situated on the western bank of 
the North river, twelve miles from this city, beginning on the southern boundary with the north line of 
the heirs of Dn. Francis Arnau, ending to the north with the first salt creek to the east of said river, and 
to the west with vacant pine land, and being in its other circumstances conformable to the following plat; 


to confirm which I give these presents, which I sign in St. Augustine, April 28, 1819. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


|Here follows a deed of conveyance from the heirs of Roque Leonardy to claimant, dated March 
21, 1822.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant, in support of his title, exhibited in evidence three concessions of different dates made 
to Roque Leonardy, deceased; the last of which, by Governor White, is dated January 3, 1799, the 
quantity of land conceded not specified nor defined in the several concessions. The board not being 
authorized to decide finally on claims where the amount claimed is undefined, they order that all the 
documents filed in this case be forwarded to Congress for their determination. April 14. 


No. 3.—Reporr No. 8.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For fifteen acres of iand. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of G. W. Perpall respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of fifteen acres or more, situated at the Little Matanzas bar, known by the name of 
Barrataria island, bounded ; which title your memorialist derives from a concession 
made to Joseph Hughes by Governor Coppinger, who sold the same to your memorialist by deed of con- 
veyance, bearing date January 27, 1818. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 


November 10, 1823. 
G. W. PERPALL. 


[Here follows a concession made by Governor Coppinger to Joseph Hughes of the fifteen acres 
(translated,) and dated January 24, 1818.] 
: [Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Hughes to claimant of the land, dated J anuary, 
27, 1818.] 





DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant establishes his title by exhibiting a concession of the fifteen acres made by 
Governor Coppinger to Joseph Hughes, dated January 24, 1818, and conveyance thereof by deed to 
claimant. In consideration whereof, we confirm the same to him and his heirs. September 3. 
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No. 4.—Reporr No. 8.—1824. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of G. W. Perpall showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of a mile square, (six hundred and forty acres,) situated on the river St. Sebastian, about one mile in a 
southwest direction from this city, bounded on the east by the rivers Matanzas and St. Sebastian, on the 
south by a little creek called Julia, on the north by another creek called Gonzalez, and on the west by a 
pine barren; which title your memorialist derives from a judicial sale by Governor Quesada to Thomas 
Travers, and by him sold to George Taylor; also, by his attorney, F. M. Arredondo, sold to your memorialist. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen 
of the United States and a resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 

G. W. PERPALL. 


[Translation. ] 
JUDICIAL SALE. 


Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, colonel of the royal armies, governor and commander-in-chief of 
this city and province of St. Augustine, Florida, for his Majesty, says that an official letter was trans- 
mitted to me from the accountant’s office of the royal domain of this said city, dated the 9th of October, of 
the year last past, 1790, showing me that by the decease of Don Jesse Fish, of the English nation, under 
which Protestant religion he died, there remained a piece of cultivated land called the Grove, and that a 
son of the said deceased had retired to the dominions of his Britannic Majesty, and that the laws of these 
kingdoms forbid that foreigners should hold real property unless they are established in our dominions, 
soliciting said minister that thus the said landed property, as well as whatever others are found in this 
province and belong to said Fish, their rents and arrears, should belong to his Majesty; requesting me, 
at the same time, to take the necessary measures for the investigation of this business. In virtue of 
which, by a judicial decree of the same month and year, I orderéd that, being included in one of the 
resolutions which the said official letter from the accountant’s office points out in law 34, book 2, and 
chapter 32, of the recopiladas (abridgment) of these kingdoms, to give completion to the said estate, 
testimony is to be taken by the notary of the testamentary disposition of Fish, or any other under which 
he may have died, informing his executors or other persons, certifying also, and warning the tenants 
previously to anything else, that they have to account to the royal administration for the rents; that it 
ought to be made known that, unless lawful creditors appear, the King, our sovereign, is to enter 
subsidiarily into possession of the whole. In attention to which, the said notary having a copy of the will 
annexed, certified that the property of which he had notice, what the said Fish left besides what the said 
will contained, consisted of copies of deeds, which he produced. In which stage the executors, Don 
Thomas Travers and Don John Leslie, presented themselves, setting forth the just reasons which hindered 
them from soliciting a writing of inventory, and referring to the property in the said notice which the 
notary presented, they asked for a postscript “that many of the goods were of those that were perishable, 
(servando servari non passeunt,) and others, as the houses, which were every day losing their value for 
the want of repairs, so that their total ruin was to be dreaded in a little time to the injury of the creditors 
of his Majesty,” I did order, having previously, according to law, received information of the ability of it, 
that all should be valued and sold regularly, that the proceeds might be placed or deposited in the royal 
coffers until the issue; and by a decree of the 6th of November of said year, 1790, I ordered that the master 
carpenter and masons should proceed to a valuation of the houses which were pointed out, also explaining 
by a sworn return what they think as to the necessity for selling them, and that along with what the 
accountant’s office had to say, whose duty it is to interfere in said business, there shall be a decree. In 
attention to which, the valuation and survey of the houses and lots was proceeded to; the said masters 
swearing in due form that, in the state in which they found this property, it was threatened with entire 
ruin; that the sale of which would be favorable, since, if not, they would be exposed to the loss of their 
value; which being seen by the accountant’s office of the royal domain, it was their opinion that the said 
sale should be proceeded to; and by a decree of the 15th of December of the said year, I ordered that the sale 
should be proceeded to, for which purpose handbills were posted up in the public places for the lawful time, 
and the day of the sale being made known, it was carried into effect at the gates of this government house 
in legal form, and various bids, offers, and outbids being made for said goods, the hour appointed for its 
conclusion having arrived, the said auction was concluded, of the houses and lots referred to, by various 
individuals. In consequence of which, by a decree of January 3, 1791, I ordered that what is contained 
in the proceedings at auction being prepared, let each person deposit, respectively, the sums which 
correspond to him; and in its virtue they shall prove the production of the said sums, as appears from the 
letters of payment which they produced, made by the royal treasury of this place, with the intervention 
of the accountant’s office of the royal domain, and my approval thereof. By my decree of the 17th of 
February of the said year, 1791, I commanded that there should be delivered to each purchaser a competent 
deed of property, and concluded with the corresponding note in the proceeding that may be brought; said 
deeds being executed as well for the houses and lots referred to, as also the negroes belonging to the said 
estate, which were also auctioned with due solemnity to several individuals, depositing also its proceeds 
in the royal coffers, I commanded, by a decree of the 2d of April of the said year, there shall be given to 
each interested the copy which he requires, he paying the proper cost, and at the same time the cost of 
the judicial decrees, and its amount be paid out of the proceeds of the auctions deposited in the royal 
coffers; and when done, let it be brought forward that what is necessary may be decreed. In this stage, 
and various creditors of the said deceased having come forward claiming their credits, and as the tribunal 
has been informed that there are several others having presented what Don Thomas Travers and Don Juan 
Leslie in their representation in the eighth folio of the said proceedings, and having in every respect to 
act according to law, I have commanded that the proceeds of the whole sale being presented as it was in 
the royal coffers until another thing is determined in testimony of the accounts of the debts which are 
pointed out in said folio eight, and in every case that Don Manuel Hernandez Bendicho be presented, who 
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was named as defender of said estate; that, having previously accepted and taken the oath, he shal] 
explain what is necessary of the state and nature of the cause, calling together the present creditors b 
handbills, and, as respects the absent in the city of Havana and the Island of Cuba, a despatch shall be 
forwarded to the captain general, to the end that he may order edicts to be posted up, that, by themselves or 
their attorneys, they appear within the term of six months to allege their debts; and, in the meanwhile, every- 
thing shall remain suspended with the exception of whatever the said defender may move to be renounced; 
the charge for which purpose he presented a representation, setting forth in it that he did not consider 
himself to possess the necessary information for this delicate affair; that he found it necessary to give his 
attention to various business now pending of the rents of the post office, which he administered, on views of 
which I have admitted the said remuneration, and, in consequence, name in his place Don Fernando de la 
Maza Arredondo, to whom, having previously notified said appointment and taken his oath, the above-men- 
tioned judicial decree shall be handed over; all being concluded, and the new defender having accepted of and 
sworn to his charge, he came forward representing and saying, in his petition of the 2d of July of the said 
year 1791, that, having examined attentively the steps taken in the said decree, and, in as far as they have 
proceeded, all appears to have been very regular, and thus he agreed to the whole; but, as many individuals 
who have to appear at said meeting may delay some time in coming or presenting their powers, he judged 
that, until they appeared, it would be proper not to cause them any delay afterwards, and to present every 
contingency of damage of the property which remains, that it be valued in due form and auctioned as the 
former, passing the proceeds to the deposit before provided; setting forth at the same time, in addition, 
that, inasmuch as the place named the Grove belonged to the deceased, although it does not appear in 
the deeds of title with which he enjoyed it, it being certain that he had an immemorial possession, I should 
be favored by having it ordered that the trees and buildings should be valued, and that they should go to 
auction with the rest, determining on what may be most correct as to the land. To all which I have acceded 
by my decree of the said month and year, commanding that all should be done as required and in proper 
form, which proceeding has been delayed some time by the great business of the notary, and sometimes 
by sickness, which prevailed at that time; the said defender represented again, stating that, from the well 
known injury sustained by the property of the deceased Fish from want of a master who would take care 
of it as his own, he prayed that I would order that, without loss of time, the valuation should be made 
and the sale provided for, explaining by an addition, for the better understanding, that, inasmuch as by 
the deeds of property of the possession of the said Don José Fish he was instructed that, of those without 
the walls, Don Juan Eliger de la Puepte had not sold them under any survey, only marking the limits 
with creek, salt marshes, roads, and other marks which are yet in being, in virtue of which he asked that 
two measurers or surveyors should be hired, and it would be sufficient to name only two skilful persons 
who, informed of the places more or less advantageous, and instructed of what lands produce in this 
country, should value said possession, accompanied by the individual or individuals who may find it 
convenient to choose that in place of a notary, supposing there was not one, said valuation should be 
presented, it being well understood that the lots which were within the city were to be measured and 
valued without fail in the regular form, for which he asked for the judicial and final decrees. By my 
decree of 16th of January of the present year, 1 commanded, among other things, that, it resulting that the 
valuation and sale referred to had not had effect, it should be proceeded to in presence of the said defender 
of Don Vicente Meria and Don Fran. Revira, for want of a notary, and Don Manuel Solana and Don Roque 
Leonardy, who were named as skilful men; that the boundaries being regulated according to what is 
certain from the deeds of sale of the lands, they may proceed to its valuation, having first performed the 
customary forms, and may successively make the sale of the whole at public outcry, in favor of the best 
bidder, for which purpose the corresponding commission shall be expedited within an insertion of the lands 
which ought to be valued with the boundaries assigned; that orders may be complied with, which being 
done, it be added to the judicial decrees on the business to confirm them; and, as respects what relates to 
the lots, it may be done as the said defender proposes. In consequence of which the said commission was 
delivered and the said valuation made as was ordered. I commanded him to show it to the office of royal 
accountant general, to say if there was anything to be said relative to the royal interests, and in order 
that, in the accustomed manner, the survey and valuation of the lots should be proceeded to with its 
knowledge; which, notwithstanding, resulted without this circumstance, and, in consequence, to the sale 
of all, naming, as master carpenter, John Purcell, and mason, Joaquin Sanchez, who, in compliance with 
orders, and by virtue of the concurrence of the said royal accountant general’s office, communicated in the 
opinion of 11th of February, they proceeded to the sale at auction, which was done in form of law, and various 
bids, offers, and outbids having been offered, the hour appointed for its conclusion having taken place, 
there remained auctioned in favor of Don Thomas Travers the savannas of St. Sebastian, which are situated 
at the distance from this city, to the southwest, of more than a quarter of a league, on the west side of 
the river of this name of St. Sebastian, and the said savannas, from a creek which leaves said river and 
turns to the west, which is called Gonzalez Mendez’s run; to the south, more than a quarter of a league, 
on the bank of the salt marshes, this way, which runs towards the bar of the Matanzas, until it bounds 
with other salt marshes, which divide the savanna of Brioso, which is the last of St. Sebastian, with 
another, which is called De Jula; the breadth of said savannas is from east to west more than a quarter of 
a league; the boundaries of which are on the north of the said creek of Gonzalo Mendez, on the west by a 
pine barren and a gravelly place, from which proceeds a branch which runs to the south; on the south the 
said salt marsh of Jula, and on the east said river of St. Sebastian and its salt marshes, and that which 
communicates, as is already set forth, with the bar of Matanzas; which sale was verified in favor of said 
Don Thomas Travers for the sum of fifty dollars, there being no person who would give more, and I have 
approved it in favor of the aforesaid; and, by my decree of 22d of March, I have ordered that it should be 
notified to those contained in the proceedings of sale, that within three days they should each produce 
into the accountant general’s office the sum which respectively corresponds to them, that it might be 
deposited in the royal coffers, placing a note to that effect on the judicial decrees, and, that being done, I 
would give a provisional judgment; after which, and having continued in various other proceedings relating 
to the said property, some of it being already sold, that they have not had a bidder for the former, and 
having already decreed provisionally on various removals of some creditors to the said property, Don 
Filipe de Aguirre, one of the purchasers, presented himself, praying me to order what may be convenient, 
in order that a deed or document of property should be delivered him which would accredit what had been 
performed relative to the land referred to, called the five miles, and as he had satisfied the amount and 
presented the receipt for payment, which prove it to the notary. In attention to which, by my decree of 
28th of July, that it being certain that the said amount was satisfied, the corresponding deed should be formed 
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which was solicited, and the same to other persons in a similar case. In virtue of which, and there being 
no person to represent the rights of the said Fish, with the exception of the said defender, given officially, 
with whose concurrence said sale was carried into effect, and that the said Thomas Travers may have a 
legitimate title to the said property or land sold to him at auction, and my orders the due effect, I declare 
by these presents, Im the name of his Majesty, (whom God preserve, and of his royal justice, which I 
administer, that I sell and give in absolute sale, forever, to the said Don Thomas Travers, for himself and 
his heirs, the said lands of the savannas of Sebastian, free of all tribute or mortgage, at the price of the 
said fifty dollars, which he gave in silver, paid and deposited in the royal treasury of this city, for which 
there was given a reccipt of payment, and, it being necessary, let it be given anew, with the renunciation 
of the laws which may be necessary; and from hence, and for the future, I take from him, the said Don 
Jesse Fish, the power, and separate him from the right which he, his heirs, or other persons, may have to 
the possession, property, seigniory, title, power, appeal, and any other right which appertained or belonged 
to said savannas, since I cede, renounce, and transfer it all to the said purchaser and his representatives, 
that, as their own, they may possess, sell, and alienate the said savannas at their will, in virtue of this 
deed, which I deliver in their favor, by which they can take and acquire the possession when it best suits 
them; and, for its better validity and firmness, I interpose my authority and judicial decree, as I can 
and of right ought, to contribute thereby to the good administration of justice; and I deliver these presents 
in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, November 22, 1792. There being witnesses, Don Manuel Rengil, 
Don Tomas Aguilar, and Silvestre Miranda, inhabitants present, and his excellency signed it, and whom 
J, the undersigned notary, know and hold as such governor and commander-in-chief of this said city and 


its province, he, as such, exercising the administration of the royal justice in it; all of which I attest. 
QUESADA. 


JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Government Notary. 





Before me— 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


I, William Reynolds, keeper of the public archives, do hereby certify that on August 29, 1803, 
Thomas Travers sold and conveyed to George Taylor a tract of land situated on St. Sebastian river, 
containing an undefined number of acres, being the same which he bought at government sale March 
91, 1792; all which appears on record in my office. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand and seal of office, at the city of St. Augustine this 7th 


[u.s.] day of September, 1824. 
WILL. REYNOLDS, Keeper of the Public Archives. 


[Translation.] 
GENERAL POWER. 


Be it known that I, George Taylor, a new settler of this province, received under the protection of 
his Catholic Majesty, declare that I give all my full, ample, and sufficient power as may be required in 
law, and necessary, to Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, of this place, that, in my name, and represent- 
ing my proper person, rights, and actions generally, he may have, demand, receive, and recover, judicially 
or extra-judicially, of all and every person, of whatever state, quality, and conditions they may be, all the 
sums of money, gold, silver, jewels, slaves, merchandise, goods, property, and effects, of whatever kind 
or quantity they may be, which may be owing to me, and may be due to me henceforward, in virtue of 
public or simple instruments; and without them all the debts, persons, cause or reason of proceeding, 
quality, quantity, time, form, or other circumstances necessary in law, are not declared, because, under 
the generality of this clause I have comprised whatever particularity may arise, and that he may demand 
and take accounts of my debts, and give them to the persons who may owe me, and make charges and allow 
their acquittances, with the approval or contradiction of the items, until the conclusion or liquidation of 
the balances which he may receive and recover agreeably to the same; and in case of doubts or differences 
arising which cannot be conveniently adjusted, he may refer them to judges in arbitration, friendly 
referees, and umpires, that, arbitrating, adjusting, and compounding, they may decide and determine them, 
obliging myself to stand and abide by their decision; that he may be able to administer, and administer all 
and every my goods, real and personal, movable and immovable, sell some and buy others, rent and mort- 
gage them for the prices and terms which he may adjust, and agree to delivering the deeds, receipts, and 
letters of payment necessary, which I approve and ratify, as if I, myself, were present at the delivery; and 
that he may defend me in all my lawsuits, causes, and business, civil and criminal, ordinancy and execu- 
tive, moved and to be moved, with all persons whatsoever, demanding and defending, presenting petitions, 
deeds, witnesses, testimonials, certificates, proofs, bonds, accounts, balances, and other instruments, see 
presented, sworn to, and consented to those on the contrary side, make objections, and find defects, guar- 
antee depositions and persons, hear judicial decrees and sentences, interlocutory and definitive, consent to 
what is favorable, and appeal from what is adverse, and petition when he can and ought lawfully to do so, 
follow the course of law, or desist from it, refuse judges, lawyers, notaries, and other law officers, proving 
the causes of his refusals, or withdrawing himself from them, as may best suit; and finally, proceed, act, 
and do whatever may be in my favor, so that, for want of my power, clause, requisites, or precise circum- 
stance, he may fail to act, since in every respect I give him full power, without limitation, with free, 
open, and general administration, incidences and dependencies, power to prepare causes for judgment, to 
swear, omit, and substitute, revoke substitutes, and name others with substitution in form; and for the 
fulfilment of what he shall perform, I bind myself, with my property, present and future power, and sub- 
mission to the tribunals of his Majesty, that they may compel me to its performance, as by sentence 
consented to, and passed in authority of an adjudged case, on which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, 
and privileges in my favor, and the general in form which prohibits it. In testimony of which, this is 
dated in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 15, 1804. 

I, the notary, attest that I know the grantor who signed this, being witnesses Don Francisco Rovera, 


Don Juan de Entralgo, and Don Bernardo José Segui, inhabitants present. 
GEORGE TAYLOR. 


._ Before me— : 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 
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Oe eee 
I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, SA. BL. 





[Translation. | 
CONVEYANCE, 


Be it known that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, merchant of this city, general attorney of 
Don George Taylor, who is absent, and which power he has conferred on me before the present notary, on 
February 15, 1804, which power has not been revoked, and is sufficient for what shall be said, I declare 
that I really sell to Don Gabriel W. Perpall, also of this place, certain savannas belonging to my principal 
known by the name of St. Sebastian, and which are situated to the southwest of the city, at the distance 
of a quarter of a league, on the west side of the river of Sebastian, which, from a creek which it forms and 
turns to the west, called Gonzalo Mendez, runs to the south more than a quarter of a league on the bank of 
salt marshes, on this course, to the bar of Matanzas, which divide the savanna of Briaso, which is the last of 
St. Sebastian, with another called Juta, having in breadth, east and west, a little more than a quarter of 
a league, whose boundaries are on the north of the said creek of Gonzalo Mendez, on the west the pine 
barren, and a gravel bank, from which arises a creck turning to the south, and on this side the said galt 
marsh of Juta, and on the east the said river St. Sebastian and its salt marshes, and of that which com- 
municates, as said before, with the bar of Matanzas; which said savanna my principal had and bought 
from Don Thomas Travers, deceased, by deed, which he made in these archives August 29, 1803; and | 
make him the said sale, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services which belong 
and appertain to the said savannas, and free of all encumbrance, as I, the said notary, certify from the 
results of the book of mortgages in my charge, which I have searched for the purpose, at the price of six 
hundred and fifty dollars, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, which sum I acknowledge as delivered 
to my will, on which I renounce proof, laws of delivery, acception to money not counted, fraud, and every- 
thing else in the case, for which I deliver a receipt in form; in virtue of which, I separate my said princi- 

al from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and other rights, real and personal, which he 
had or held to the said savannas of St. Sebastian; that I cede, renounce, and transfer them to the pur- 
chaser and his representation, that, as his own, he may possess, sell, and alienate them at his will; in virtue 
of this writing which I deliver in his favor as a token of real delivery, by which it is seen that he has 
acquired the possession without occasion for further proof, from which I release him, and I oblige myself 
to the eviction and guarantee of this sale in due form, and as may best suit, in favor of the purchaser, 
with my property, present and future power, and submission to the tribunal of his Majesty, that they 
may force me to compliance, as by sentence consented to, and passed in authority of a thing adjudged, on 
which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges in my favor, and everything in form which 
prohibits it. And I, the said Don Gabriel W. Perpall, being present, accept in my favor this writing, and 
by it receive, as purchased, the said savannas of St. Sebastian, at the price and agreement at which they 
were sold to me, and I acknowledge them as delivered to my will; I renounce proof, laws of delivery, 
those of a thing not seen nor received, fraud, and everything else in the case, for which I deliver a receipt 
in form. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, March 18, 1809. 

I, the notary, attest that I know the parties who signed this, being witnessed by Don Juan de 
Entralgo, Don Bernardino Sanchez, and Don Bernardo José Segui, inhabitants present. 

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO. 
GABRIEL W. PERPALL. 


Before me— ; 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Government Notary. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from adocument in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a judicial or government sale of the land by Governor Quesada 
to Thomas Travers, which sale we ascertain was made in conformity to the laws and usages of the late 
Spanish government, and dated November 22, 1792. An abstract from the office of the public archives 
was also exhibited, by which it appears that Travers sold and conveyed the land to George Taylor; Taylor, 
by his attorney, Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, sold and conveyed the same to the claimant. 

The board having ascertained, from the exhibits offered, that the quantity of land claimed is undefined, 
they order that this case be reported to Congress for their determination. April 14. 


REPORT No. 9. 


Register of claims to town lots and out lots, founded on actual cultivation and improvement previous to February 
22, 1819, for which certificates of confirmation have been granted by the undersigned commissioners. 
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The above case has been duly examined by the board, and ascertained to be a valid concession, without condition, previous to January 24, 1818, but 
the royal title after that date; the board therefore confirm it to the claimant. 
DAVIS FLOYD. 


GEO. MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 
St. AueustiIne, December 29, 1824. 
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REPORT No. 10. 


Register of claims to land not exceeding 640 acres, founded on actual inhabitation and cultivation previous to 
February 22, 1819, for which certificates of confirmation have been granted by the undersigned commissioners. 
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No. 2. Reported to Congress with the evidence. 
No. 3. Reported to Congress with the evidence. : 
It is in proof that the claimants in this report occupied and cultivated the lands claimed previous to February 27, 1819, and that they continued to 
occupy and cultivate them up to the time of the cession; and they are therefore confirmed to the claimants. 
DAV'!S FLOYD. 


GEO. MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 
Str. AvausTINE, December 29, 1824. 





Minutes of the proceedings of the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East 
Florida for the year 1824. 


District oF East Fiorina, Boarp or Lanp Commissioners, 
St. Augustine, Monday, March 29, 1824. 


Pursuant to an act of Congress entitled “An act to extend the time limited for the settlement of 
private land claims in the Territory of Florida,” passed February 19, 1824, and agreeable to public notice, 
published in the East Florida Herald of March 27, 1824, the board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis 
Floyd and W. W. Blair, and proceeded to open their session for the performance of the duties assigned to 
their office; whereupon the following resolutions were adopted by the board: 

Resolved, That, in consequence of the government having failed to supply us with the means of paying 
for the services of assistant clerks or secretaries, the employment of Mr. J. H. Lawrence as minuting 
secretary is no longer proper. 

Resolved, That the services of Mr. John Lowe as messenger be discontinued, and that office abolished; 
and that the said Lowe be directed to furnish his account for services since his appointment. 

Resolved, That it be no longer the duty of the secretary of this board to fill up blank memorials for 
claimants. 

Resolved, That hereafter the secretary shall not be permitted to copy or translate any paper for any 
person, unless authorized by an order of the board, and this order shall be taken to extend to the members 
of this commission individually. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, was present this day at 
the sitting of the board under their order. 

Resolved, That the secretary of this board be instructed to report at our next meeting the amount of 
money received for recording memorials and evidence of titles since the office was present. 

William Ovington, executor of James Alexander, deceased, presented his memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to seven acres of land in the precincts of the city of St. Augustine, with 
copy of a certificate of survey made by Andres Burgevin, and dated November 2, 1819; also, a copy of 
conveyance from Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer to James Alexander, dated November 26, 1819, which was 
rejected, 

Constance McFee, by her attorney, G. W. Perpall, presented her memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to four hundred and forty-six acres of land on St. John’s river, on Julington and Cun- 
ningham creeks, with a certified copy of royal title made in favor of Andres Clark by Governor Quesada 
December 10, 1791; also, a decree of the government relative to property of the said Andres Clark, dated 
December 12, 1804; also, a copy of a plat of survey; which are ordered to be filed. 

The following British claims were this day presented to the board, viz: 

_ The Earl of Grosvenor, for twelve thousand acres of land situated on the west side of St. John’s 
river. 

Sir. W. I. Cooper, for twenty thousand acres of land on east side of Indian river. 

The Earl of Bisborough, for twenty thousand acres of land on the east side of St. John’s river. 

The honorable John Beresford, twenty thousand acres on the east side of St. John’s river. 

The honorable William Beresford, twenty thousand acres on the east side of St. John’s river. 

Lord Templeton, twenty thousand acres of land on a branch of North Hillsborough river. 

Lord John Rolle, twenty thousand acres of land on the east side of St. John’s river. 

Marquis of Hastings, twenty thousand acres on the western side of St. John’s river. 

Marquis of Waterford, twenty thousand acres on the east side of St. John’s river. 

The Earl of Cassalis, twenty thousand acres on the east side of Lake George. 

Heirs of P. Tonyn, esq., for twenty thousand acres, and one hundred and twenty-five acres; the first 
on the west side of St. John’s river, and the last on Woodcutter’s creek. 

Heirs of Jane Tonyn, for one thousand acres on the Twelve-mile swamp. 

Jane Hughes, for two thousand acres on Nassau. 

James Patterson, for two hundred and fifty acres head of Rainsford Saw-mill creek. 


s 
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Heirs of David Yeats, one hundred acres head of Sebastian creek, one hundred and fifty acres fiy 
miles north of St. Augustine, one thousand acres at the head of Tolamato river, six hundred and cg 
acres at Diego fort, five hundred acres at the forks of Rain’s Cowpen creek, two hundred acres at Rain’ 
Cowpen creek, three hundred and thirty-six acres at the Twelve-mile swamp, six hundred and twenty-five 
acres on a branch of Nassau river, one town lot No. 2 on Granville’s quarter, one town lot No, 3 on 
Granville’s quarter. 

Whereupon, it is ordered that these claims be rejected, the applicants having failed to show that the 
are bona fide citizens of the United States, and that they have never been compensated for those olnion 
by the British government, from whom they derive title. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow, 3 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, April 1, 1824. 


The board met this afternoon at 3 o’clock. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. Blair 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Agreeably to a resolution passed by the board on the 29th ultimo, the secretary thereof presented an 
abstract of moneys received for recording claims, amounting to twelve dollars and sixtyfour cents; which 
was ordered to be filed. 

Bartoleme Mestre presented to this board his memorial for six hundred acres of land lying on the 
west side of Matanza river, at a place called Holmes’ old plantation, with a certified copy of concession 
to Joseph Yus and Antonio Mestre by Governor Quesada, dated August 8, 1794, and marked B; algo, a 
plat and certificate of survey made by George J. I’. Clarke in favor of the memorialist, dated January 12 
1820, and marked A; all of which were ordered to be filed. : 

Samuel Wilson presented his memorial to this board for one hundred and fifty acres of land lying at 
Trout creek, on the north bank of the river St. John, with a deposition of William Lane, dated January 
7, 1824, and marked W; which were ordered to be filed. 

William Lane presented his memorial to this board for four hundred acres of land, situated on St, 
Mary’s river, at a place called Cabbage swamp, on Goodwin plantation, with a deposition of Samuel 
Wilson, dated January 7, 1824, and marked L; which are ordered to be filed. 

William Lane presented his memorial to this board for one hundred acres of land, situated on Little 
St. Mary’s river, at a place formerly occupied by Mrs. Nily, with reference to the public archives; which 
is ordered to be filed. 

William Lane presented his memorial to this board for three hundred acres, situated about three 
miles north of the Cowford, St. John’s river, at a place called Hagins, with reference to the public archives; 
which is ordered to be filed. 

William Lane presented his memorial to this board for three hundred acres of land, situated on Six- 
mile creek, at a place called Hickory Grove, with reference to the public archives; which is ordered to be 


filed. 

Andrew R. Govan presented his memorial to this board for six hundred acres of land, situated on St. 
John’s river, near a place called Buena Vista, and known by the name of Orange Grove, with a certified 
copy of royal title made in favor of Thomas de Aguilar by Governor Coppinger, dated June 4, 1817, and 
marked §; also, a plat and certificate of survey to said Aguilar by George J. F. Clarke, dated April 15, 
1818, and marked A; also, a conveyance from Francis P. Sanchez to memorialist, dated August 13, 1821. 

James Falany presented his memorial to this board for two hundred and eighty-five acres of land, 
situated on Matanza river, southward of St. Augustine, with a certified copy of concession for one hundred 
acres to Pedro Chavet by Governor White, dated September 3, 1805, and conveyance from the same to 
memurialist, marked J; also, concession for one hundred and eighty-five acres, made in favor of memorialist 
by Governor Estrada, November 17, 1815, and marked B; also, a plat and certificate of survey made by 
Andrew Burgevin, dated October 6, 1821, and marked F; with a memorial and order of survey, dated 
April 10, 1821, and marked K; which are ordered to be filed. 

Reuben Lasseter presented his memorial to this board for two hundred and fifty acres of land, situated 
on Great Dunn’s creek, St. Mary’s river, with a plat and certificate of survey made by George J. F. Clarke, 
and dated October 13, 1818, and marked B; which are ordered to be filed. 

Reuben Lasseter presented his memorial to this board for fifty acres of land on Great Dunn’s creek, 
St. Mary’s river, with a plat and certificate of survey made by George J. F. Clarke, dated October 14, 
1818, and marked A; which are ordered to be filed. 

Magdalena Medicis, widow of Lorenzo Solana, deceased, presented her memorial to this board for 
one thousand acres of land, situated on the south side of Six-mile creek, St. John’s river, at a place known 
by the name of Mrs. Juster’s Plantation, with a certified copy of royal title made in favor of Solana by 
Governor Coppinger, dated May 27, 1819, and marked C; also, a plat and certificate of survey made by 
Andres Burgevin, dated July 1, 1821, and marked A; also, a memorial, dated June 8, 1821, and order of 
survey, dated June 14, 1821, marked B; which are ordered to be filed. 

J. Freeman Rattenbury presented his memorial to this board for two thousand six hundred acres of 
land, situated in the following manner, viz: one-sixth part thereof situated on the southern extremity 
of Jupiter island; one-sixth part on the point situated to the north thereof on Indian river, and the four 
remaining parts in the wood or swamp in the southeast part of Lake George, without exhibits; which 
was, after due consideration, rejected by the board. 

J. Freeman Rattenbury ef al. presented their memorial to this board for fifty thousand acres of land 
in East Florida, without exhibits, which was rejected by the board. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow afternoon at 3 o’clock. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON, April 2, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 3 o’clock p. m. 
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SaTuRDAY AFTERNOON, April 3, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board under 


ir order. 
eae business appearing, the board adjourned until Saturday, the 10th instant, at 3 o’clock p. m. 


Monpay, April 12, 1824. 


Agreeably to public notice, published in the East Florida Herald of the 10th instant, the board met 
this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. co ae ; ; 

Philip Dewees and Mary Dewees, his wife, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to one hundred acres of land, situated on Guana river, with a royal title made in favor of the 
children and heirs of Francis X. Sanchez, deceased, by Governor White, dated February 6, 1812, and 
marked A; which are ordered to be filed. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Tuespay, April 13, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William 
W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney, attended the board this day under their order. 

The following claims, viz: Robert Miller et ux., for sixty acres; Tucker’s administratix, for two hundred 
and thirty acres; John Underwood, for six hundred acres, were called; whereupon they respectively came, 
by their attorney, and said they were not prepared for trial. It is therefore considered by the board, and 
they ordered that the said cases stand for trial next after the case upon the docket, No. 17. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, April 14, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. 
Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John Richards’ heirs vs. The United States, for two hundred and thirty acres of land. This case being 
called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered by the board that it stand 
on the docket for Friday, 28th instant. 

Francis J. Avice vs. The United States, for six thousand acres. This case being called, and after 
examining Francis J. Fatio therein, it was submitted, and, after due consideration, was advised for con- 
firmation. 

Bernard Segui vs. The United States, for three hundred acres, This case was submitted, and, after 


due consideration, was confirmed. 
The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, April 15, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. 
Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Isaac Hendricks vs. The United States, for two hundred and sixteen acres, was called into considera- 
tion, and rejected, with leave to move the board for a reconsideration thereof at a future period. 

John Houston vs. The United States, for two hundred and seventy acres. Upon the calling of this 
claim, it appearing to the satisfaction of this board that the same is not prepared for adjudication, it is 
ordered to be placed at the foot of the docket. 

Bernard Segui vs. The United States, for sixteen thousand acres. This case being called, and the 
board not being sufficiently advised therein, it is ordered that it lay over for further investigation 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Frivay, April 16, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The three follcwing cases, viz: 

John Houston for 160, 155, and 120 acres, being called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore 
considered, and ordered by the board that they be placed at the foot of the docket. 

Permission having been obtained, Joseph M. Arredondo presented his claim to the board for twenty 
thousand acres of land for adjudication, which was submitted, and, after due consideration, it was advised 
for confirmation. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay, April 17, 1824. 
The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 


Kdgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
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The three following claims, viz: 
Daniel C. Hart, one hundred and fifty acres; Robert Miller, six hundred and twenty-five acres; and 


Sarah Fish, ten thousand acres, being called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered 
and ordered by the board that they be placed at the foot of the docket. . 
No further business appearing, the board adjourned until Monday next, the 19th instant, at 2 o'clock 


p. m. 
Monpay, April 19, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Sarah Fish vs. The United States, for five hundred acres of land. This case having been taken into 
consideration by the board, and after examining Gabriel W. Perpall therein, it was rejected. 

John F. Brown vs. The United States, for ninety-five acres of land. This case was submitted, and 
after due consideration, having examined F’. J. Fatio therein, it was confirmed. 

John F. Brown vs. The United States, for fifty-one acres. This case was submitted, and the board 
having examined Francis J. Fatio therein, after due consideration, confirmed the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Turspay, April 20, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair, 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mariano A. Berta vs. The United States, for one hundred and eighty-six acres of land. This case was 
submitted and confirmed. 

George Atkinson vs. The United States, for three hundred and fifty acres of land. This case was 
submitted, and, after examining Francis J. Fatio therein, was confirmed. 

Elihu Woodruff vs. The United States, for three hundred and fifty acres of land. This case being 
called, was taken into consideration, and rejected by the board. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, April 21, 1824 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day. 
" José Bernardo Reyes vs. The United States, for two hundred acres of land. This case being called, 
it came by its attorney, who said it is not prepared for trial. It is therefore considered by the board, and 
they order that the said case stand for trial at the foot of the docket. 

The two following claims, viz: Samuel Worthington for one hundred acres, and Samuel Worthington 
for one hundred acres, being called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered 
by the board that they be placed at the foot of the docket. 

No further business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, April 22, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Isaac Hendricks vs. The United States, for three hundred and fifty acres of land. This case being 
called, was submitted, and, after examining Francis J. Fatio therein, was confirmed. 

Robert Hutchinson vs. The United States, for one hundred and fifty acres of land. This case being 
called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered by the board that it be 
placed at the foot of the docket. 

Nathaniel Wilds vs. The United States, for three hundred and thirty-three and a third acres. This 
case being called, was submitted, and, after due consideration, was confirmed by the board. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Fripay, April 23, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Nathaniel Wilds vs. The United States, for 300 acres of land. This case being called, and not being 
prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered by the board that it be placed at the foot of the 
docket. 

William Hart vs. The United States, for 200 acres of land. This case being called, was submitted, 
and, after examining Francis J. Fatio therein, was confirmed. 

Mary Smith vs. The United States, for 350 acres of land. This case being called, was submitted, and, 
after examining John Cavado therein, was confirmed. 

Pursuant to a memorial by Moses E. Levy, praying for a copy of his memorial and evidence of title 
in his claim for 36,000 acres of land in Alachua, it is ordered that the same be made out, and that the 
secretary certify a true and complete transcript thereof. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay, April 24, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
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Mary Smith vs. The United States, for 450 acres of land. This case being called, was submitted, 
and, after examining’ Bernard Segui therein, was confirmed. 
” Archibald Clark et al., for 250, and Levin Gunby, for 400 acres. These cases being called, and not 
being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered by the board that they be placed at the 


foot of the docket. 
The board then adjourned until Monday, the 26th instant, at 2 o’clock p. m. 





Monpay, April 26, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

George W. Martin for 300 acres, and Z. Hogans for 200 acres. These cases being called, were sub- 
mitted, and, after due consideration, were confirmed by the board. 

Shadrick Stanley vs. The United States, for 200 acres. This case being called, it came by its attor- 
ney, who said it is not prepared for trial; it is therefore considered by the board, and they order that 
the said case stand for trial at the foot of the docket. 

No further business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


TuEspay, April 27, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. W. W. Blair, the board was adjourned until to-morrow 
at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, April 28, 1824. 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. W. W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow 
at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, April 29, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. W. W. Blair, the board adjourned until to- 
morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Fray, April 30, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims, viz: Frederick McMurren, for 450 acres of land; A. Bellamy, sr., for 350 acres; 
Lewis Mattair, for 300 acres; Moses E. Levy, for 275 acres; and Lewis Mattair, for 150 acres, being called, 
were submitted and confirmed by the board. 

Robert Hutchinson vs. The United States, for 350 acres of land. This case being called, was suh- 
mitted, and, after due consideration, it is ordered to lay over for further advisement. 

Charles Love, for 300 acres; John Houston, for 3583 acres; Robert Miller e¢ ux., for 60 acres; Tucker’s 
administratrix, for 230 acres; John Underwood, for 600 acres; and John B. Richards’ heirs, for 230 acres. 
These cases being called, they respectively came by their attorney, and said they are not prepared for 
trial; it is therefore considered by the board, and they order that the said cases stand for trial at the foot 
of the docket. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay May 1, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 
A. Bellamy, esq., attorney at the bar, attended the board this day for Edgar Macon, esq., district 


attorney for the United States. 
Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, for 35 acres of land, and same, for 1,000 acres. These cases being 


called, were submitted and confirmed by the board. 

Juan Gianopoly vs. The United States, for 15 acres of land. This case being called, was submitted, 
and after having examined G. Darling and Philip Solans, after due consideration it is ordered to lay over 
for further consideration. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Monpay AFTERNOON, May 31, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Archibald Clark presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 80,000 acres of 
land, situated at or near Cape Florida, with a certified copy of a grant made to John X. Arrambide by the 
provincial deputation at Havana, December 4, 1813; also a special power of attorney from said Arrambide 
to James Rixbey, executed at Nassau, New Providence, July 15, 1817; also a deed of conveyance from the 
said James Rixbey, as attorney in fact for the above-mentioned Arrambide to Archibald Clark, dated 
December 1, 1817, with a plat of said land; which are ordered to be filed. 

Andrew Atkinson, by his attorney, Archibald Clark, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 450 acres, more or less, situated at a place known by the name of the King’s 
Plantation or Ship Yard, with a copy of royal title made to said Atkinson by Governor Coppinger, dated 
April 5, 1816; which are ordered to be filed. 
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William and John Lofton vs. The United States, for 50 acres. This case being called, was submitted 
and confirmed by the board. 

John Jones vs. The United States, for 100 acres. This case being called, was taken into considera- 
tion by the board, and the evidence not being sufficient for the confirmation thereof, it was rejected. 

Sarah Petty vs. The United States, for 265 acres. This case being called, it was, after due considera. 
tion, ordered to lay over for further advisement. 

The following claims, viz: Sarah Petty, for 200 acres; same, for 150; Pedro Tropé, 150; William ang 
John Lofton, for 350; and Joseph Summerall, for 300, being called, and not being prepared for trial, it ig 
therefore considered and ordered by the board that they be placed at the foot of the docket. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
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Turspay, June 1, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair, 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board thig 
day under their order. : ; 

Permission having been obtained, Pedro Miranda presented his claim to this board for 2,000 acres of 
land, situated at Bernard, St. John’s river, for adjudication; which was submitted and confirmed by the 
board. 

Pedro Miranda obtained leave, and presented his claim to the board for 2,000 acres of land, situated 
at Big Spring; which was submitted and ordered to lie over. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay June 2, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. W. W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 
o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 


Tuurspay, June 3, 1824. 


_ Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. W. W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow 
at 2 o’clock. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney, attended the board this day under their order. 


Fripay, June 4, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The widow and heirs of Antonio Andrew, deceased, presented their memorial to the board, praying 
confirmation of title to 120 acres of land, situated on the North river, about nine miles north of St. 
Augustine, with a certified copy of royal title made in favor of Lorenzo Capello by Governor White, and 
dated April 10, 1804; also a certified copy of conveyance from said Capello to Antonio Andrew, dated 
February 16, 1805, and marked A; which are ordered to be filed. 

Joseph Summerall vs. The United States, for 400 acres of land. This case being called, was submitted, 
and, after due consideration, was confirmed by the board. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay, June 5, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Juan Segui presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one hundred and 
seven acres of land, situated on the North river, about nine miles north of St. Augustine, with a certified 
copy of conveyance from Lazaro Ortega to memorialist, dated April 29, 1809, marked and referred to as 
exhibit S; which are ordered to be filed. 

Antonio Proctor vs. The United United States, for 185 acres of land. This case being called up, was 
submitted and confirmed by the board. 

Joseph Delespine vs. The United States, for 43,000 acres of land. This case being called, the board 
examined George J. F. Clarke, Antonio Alvarez, and Pablo F. Fontané¢ therein; and, not being sufliciently 
advised therein, it is ordered to lay over for further investigation. 

Ramon Sanchez vs. The United States, for 200 acres of land. This case being called, and being pre- 
pared for trial, was submitted and confirmed by the board. 

Permission having been obtained, F. M. Arredondo, by his attorney, presented his claim to the board 
for 15,000 acres of land for adjudication, which was submitted; and, after due consideration, it is ordered 
that the same be advised for confirmation. . 

There being no further business, the board adjourned until Monday next at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Monpay, June 7, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 100 acres of land. This case was called, and being 
prepared for trial, was submitted and confirmed by the board. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock. 
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Tuespay, June 8, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board under 

ir order. 
The two following claims, viz: Francis P. Sanchez, for 900 acres and 2,000 acres of land, being 
called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered by the board that they be 
laced at the foot of the docket. Francis P. Sanchez, fer 220 acres; same, for 380 acres of land. These 
cases being called, and not being fully advised thereon, it is ordered that they be postponed until the 


10th instant. ; ; 
The board then adjourned until Thursday next, the 10th instant, at 2 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, June 10, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 220 acres of land. This case came by its attorney, John 
Drysdale, who obtained permission, and introduced as additional testimony, Gabricl W. Perpall; the 
poard being fully advised of and concerning the same, it was confirmed. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 380 acres, and same, for 800 acres. These cases being 
called, came by their attorney, John Drysdale, and being prepared for trial, were submitted; and the 
poard being fully advised thereof, they were confirmed , 

The following cases, viz: Francis P. Sanchez, for 345 acres; same, for 2,700 acres; and Philip R 
Yonge, for 2,000 acres of land, being called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore ordered by 
the board that they be placed at the foot of the docket. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Fripay, June 11, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. : 

The following claims, viz: George Atkinson, for 1,060 acres, and same, for 550 acres of land, being 
called, were submitted, and the board being fully advised of and concerning the same, the first was 
advised for confirmation and the next confirmed. 

George Atkinson, for 220 acres, same, for 600 acres, and same, for 390 acres of land. These cases 
being called, and not being prepared for trial, it is therefore considered and ordered by the board that 
the said cases stand for trial at the foot of the docket. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay, June 12, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Robert Miller e¢ ux. vs. The United States, for 60 acres of land. This case being called, was taken 
into consideration by the board, and the evidence not being sufficient for the confirmation thereof, it was 


rejected. 
Tucker’s administratrix vs. The United States, for 230 acres of land. This case being called, and 


being prepared for adjudication, was submitted and confirmed by the board. 

Francis Ferreira, by his attorney, George Murray, obtained permission, and presented his claim to 
the board for an island called Key Vacas for adjudication; which was submitted, and, after examining 
José Bernardo Reyes therein, was ordered to lay over for further consideration. 

The board then adjourned until Monday next at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Monpay, June 14, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, they adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Turspay, June 15, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mr. Murray, attorney for F. M. Arredondo, was permitted by the board to withdraw the following 
claims, namely: 700 acres, 200 acres, and 500 acres of land, for the purpose of amending the memorials 
thereof, by substituting the name of F. J. Fatio ef al. in place of F. M. Arredondo. 

The counsel for the heirs of Charles W. Bulow, deceased, were allowed to withdraw their memorials 
for 4,675 acres of land, for the purpose of amending the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, June 16, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow 


at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
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Tuurspay, June 17, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. 


Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida,*attended the board this 


day under their order. 

Francis J. Fatio, for himself and the widow, and other heirs of Philip Fatio, deceased, obtaineq 
leave, and presented their memorial to the board, praying confirmation of title to seven hundred acres of 
land, and two small marsh islands in front, which was submitted; and the board not being fully adviseq 
thereof, the said claim was laid over, with leave to produce further evidence concerning the same. 

Robert Hutchinson vs. The United States, for three hundred and fifty acres of land. M. Bellamy. 
attorney for claimant, obtained and presented the same with further evidence, and the board being fully 
advised of and concerning the same, it was confirmed. 

Mr. Drysdale, attorney for Francis P. Sanchez, obtained leave from the board, and filed this day 
sundry documents on the claims following, viz: 800 acres, 2,700 acres, and 345’acres. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock. 


Fripay, June 18, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. Blair, 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Isaac Hendricks vs. The United States, for 216 acres of land. Upon application of Mr. Bellamy, 
attorney for claimant, the order of rejection in this case was set aside, and, upon further evidence being 


submitted to the board, it was confirmed. 
On motion of the district attorney, George J. F, Clarke was examined in the case of Francis Ferreira 


vs. The United States, for Key Vacas, and on motion of Mr. Murray, attorney for claimant, Pedro Miranda 


was also examined therein. 
On motion of Mr. Murray, George J. F. Clarke was examined in the case of Francis J. Fatio et a. vs, 


The United States, for 700 acres of land. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay, June 19, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. Blair, 
Edgar Macon, esq., the United States attorney for the district of East, Florida, attended the board 


this day under their order. 
The following claims, viz: John Houston, for 270 acres; same, for 160 acres; same, for 155 acres; 


and same, for 120 acres of land, being called, were submitted; and the board not being fully advised 
thereof, the said claims were laid over, with leave to produce further evidence concerning the same. 

The board resumed the consideration of the case of Francis Ferreira vs. The United States, for Key 
Vacas, and examined Gabriel W. Perpall and Ede Van Evour therein, and the same was advised for con- 
firmation. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Monpay, June 21, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
John Houston, for 270 acres; same, for 160 acres; same, for 155 acres; same, for 120 acres; Samuel 


Worthington, for 100 acres; and Robert Hutchinson, for 150 acres of land. These cases being called, 
and, after examining George J. F. Clarke therein, were, after due consideration, confirmed by the board. 
Samuel Worthington vs. The United States, for 100 acres. This case being called, and the evidence 
not being sufficient for the confirmation thereof, it was rejected by the board. 
Shadrick Stanley vs. The United States, for 300 acres of land. This case being called, George J. F. 
Clarke was examined therein, and the board not being sufficiently advised therein, it was ordered to lay 


over for further advisement. 
On motion, Nicholas Rodriguez was permitted by the board to withdraw his claim for 100 acres on 


Anastatia island, for the purpose of amending the memorial thereof. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Turspay, June 22, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow 


at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
Wepnespay, June 23, 1824. 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the honorable William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 


to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
Tuurspay, June 24, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock. 
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Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 





Fripay, June 25, 1824. 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m.. ais | 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Saturpay, June 26, 1824. 


* 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until Monday 
next at 2 o’clock p. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Tuespay, June 29, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

There being no regular business on the docket, on motion of Mr. Murray, the following claims came 
before the board, viz: John B. Entralgo, for 20,000 acres; same, for 4,000; and same, for 2,000 acres of 
land. The board having examined B. Segui therein, and being fully advised of and concerning the same, 
they were severally advised for confirmation. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, June 30, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. 
Blair. - 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of Mr. Bellamy, leave was given to amend a memorial for 3583 acres of land by sub- 
stituting the name of John Christopher in the place of John Houston, and also with leave to introduce, 
as evidence in the said case, the will of Spicer Christopher. 

Permission having been obtained, and there being no regular business on the docket, John B. 
Entralgo, by his attorney, presented the following claims, viz: 1,000 acres, 10,400 acres, and 4,000 acres 
of land. The board having examined José B. Reyes therein, and being fully advised of and concerning 
the same, the first thereof was confirmed and the two last advised for confirmation. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, July 1, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. Wiliiam W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow 
at 2 o’clock p.m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Fripay, July 2, 1824. 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board were adjourned until 
to-morrow. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. : 


Tuespay, July 6, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following cases, viz: Francis P. Sanchez, for 2,000 acres, same, for 2,700 acres, and sam,e for 
345 acres of land, being called, were submitted, after examining Pedro Miranda therein; and the board 
—— fully advised of and concerning the same, the first two were advised for confirmation and the last 
confirmed. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, July 7, 1824. 


— The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. 
air. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Anna Ortega, by her attorney, George Murray, presented her memorial to this board, praying confir- 
mation of title to 100 acres of land, situated about twelve miles to the southward of Lake George, with 
a conveyance from Andres Burgevin to memorialist, dated May 29, 1822; which are ordered to be filed. 

_ Anna Ortega presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 100 acres of land, 
situated near a place called the Big Spring, 25 miles south of Lake George, with a conveyance from 
Andres Burgevin to her, dated June 7, 1822; which are ordered to be filed. 
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Andrew Burgevin presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 500 acres of 
land, situated on a branch that runs from the west into the river St. John’s, about twelve miles south - 
Lake George, with no exhibits; which is ordered to be filed. se 

John Christopher vs. The United States, for 358} acres of land. This case being called, came by it 
attorney, A. Bellamy, who having produced the will of Spicer Christopher, deceased, as further evidence 
therein, and the board being fully advised of and concerning the same, it was confirmed. . 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p.m. 


Tuurspay, July 8, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W 
Blair. j 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board thig 
day under their order. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 900 acres of land. The evidence produced in this cage 
not being sufficient to confirm the whole, the board, after due consideration, confirmed 600 acres thereof 
and claimant obtained permission to present a new memorial for the remaining 300 acres. 

Philip R. Yonge vs. The United States, for 2,000 acres of land. This case being called and being 
prepared for trial, was submitted; and the board being fully advised of and concerning the same, it was 
advised for confirmation. 

Ordered, That John Drysdale, esq., be, and he is hereby, appointed a commissioner to examine certain 
papers and documents required to be produced by a subpoena duces tecum issued against Horatio S. Dexter 
in the cases of F. M. Arredondo, for 256,000 acres, and Moses E. Levy, for 64,000 acres of land. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Fripay, July 9, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until to-morrow 


at 2 o’clock. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 


order. 
Saturpay, July 10, 1824. 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until Monday 


next at 2 o’clock p.m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 


order. 
Monpay, July 12, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended this day under their order. 

Francis P. Fatio et al., by their attorney, George Murray, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of 200 acres of land, situated near the head of St. Sebastian creek, about four miles north 
from St. Augustine, with a British grant made to Judith Shivers by Governor Tonyn June 16, 1782; also, 
a plat and certificate of survey by Benjamin Lord, deputy surveyor general, certified May 20, 1782; also, 
a conveyance from said Judith Shivers to Francis Philip Fatio, dated March 7, 1785; which are ordered 
to be filed. 

The following claims, viz: George Atkinson, as executor of Lindsey Todd, deceased, for 600 acres, 
and same for 390 acres of land. These cases being called, and being prepared for trial, were submitted, 
and, after due consideration, the board confirmed the same for and on behalf of the legatees of the said 
Lindsey Todd, deceased. 

Mr. Murray obtained permission and presented the following claims, viz: John B. Entralgo, for 4,000 
acres, same, for 3,400 acres, William Travers, for 12,000 acres, and same, for 8,000 acres of land. These 
cases being prepared for trial, were severally submitted and recommended for confirmation. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Tuespay, July 13, 1824. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William W. Blair. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order. 
Mr. Murray obtained permission and presented the following claims for adjudication, viz: John 
Forbes & Co., for 1,800, John Forbes, for 7,000 acres, and same for 3,000 acres of land. These cases being 
prepared, were severally recommended for confirmation. 

William Travers, one of the heirs of Thomas Travers, vs. The United States, for 125 acres of land. 
This case came by its attorney, Mr. Murray, and the same being prepared for trial, was submitted and 
confirmed by the board in the name of the grantces. 

William Travers, as administrator and heir, as also for the other heirs of Thomas Travers, deceased, 
for 7504 acres, and John B. Entralgo, for 1,000 acres of land. These cases came by their attorney, Mr. 
Murray, were submitted, and, after examining F. J. Fatio and A. Bellamy therein, the board not being 
fully advised of and concerning the same, they were laid over for further advisement. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, July 14, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. W. Blair. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
Mr. Drysdale obtained permission and presented the following claims for adjudication, viz: F. M. 
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Arredondo, jr., for 256,000, and M. E. Levy for 64,000 acres of land. After the testimony on the part of 
the claimants had been gone through, Mr. Macon, district attorney, moved that the said cases lay over 
- until — to give him an opportunity to produce evidence on the part of the United States, which 
yranted. 
7 on D. Vaughn vs. The United States, for 250 acres of land. Mr. Gibson, attorney for claimant, 
obtained permission and presented the said claim; and the board being fully advised of and concerning 
the same, it was confirmed. 
John D. Vaughn vs. The United States, for nine hundred and fifty acres of land. This case being 
submitted, and the board not being fully advised thereof, it was ordered to lay over for futher considera- 


n. 
™ The board adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Tuurspay, July 15, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board was adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order. 
Fripay, July 16, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
tomorrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 


order. 
Saturpay, July 17, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board was adjourned 
until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 


order. 
Monpay, July 19, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order. 


Tuespay, July 20, 1824. 


On account of the indisposition this day of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board was adjourned 
until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order. 


Wepnespay, July 21, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition this day of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board was 
adjourned until to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order, 


Tuurspay, July 22, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Fripay, July 23, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
, Edgar Macon, esq., United. States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order. 


Saturpay, July 24, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
Monday next, the 26th instant, at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq , United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 


order. 
. 


Monpay, July 26, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their order. 


Tuespay, July 27, 1824. 


On account of the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended this day. 
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Wenpnespay, July 28, 1824. 


Owing to the continued indisposition of the Hon. William W. Blair, the board adjourned until 


to-morrow at 2 o’clock p. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended this day. 


St. AveustinE, August 24, 1894. 


This day the Hon. George Murray produced a commission from the President of the United States 
appointing him, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a commissioner to ascertain claims 
and titles to lands in East Florida, vice Wm. W. Blair; and thereupon the board of land commissioners 
for East Florida (a quorum being present) proceeded to business. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd anq 
George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for East Florida, attended the board this day under their 
order. 

Timothy Hollingsworth, guardian of Francis, Carlota, Margaret, and Isabel Bagley, presented his 
memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to nine hundred and ninety acres of land, situated at 
a place called Brown’s Fort, west of St. John’s river, with a certified copy of platjand certificate of survey 
made for Timothy Hollingsworth by Peter Marrot, dated April 3, 1793, and marked A; which are ordered 
to be filed. 

Joseph F. White presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two undivided 
third parts of a tract of land containing two thousand acres, situated in the territory of Mosquito, west 
of New Smyrna, with a certified copy of royal title made to Samuel Betts by Governor Estrada, and dated 
July 3, 1815; which are ordered to be filed. 

Timothy Hollingsworth, guardian of Francis, Charlotte, Margaret, and Isabella Bagley, presented hig 
memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two hundred and forty-eight acres of land at a 
place called Bagley, on Goodman’s lake, in St. John’s river, with a certified copy of plat and certificate 
of survey made for Timothy Hollingsworth by Pedro Marrot, dated April 7, 1793; which are ordered to 
be filed. 

Joseph F, White presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two undivided 
third parts of a tract of land containing one thousand eight hundred acres on Matanza river, with a 
certified copy of royal title to Hipworth Carter by Governor Estrada, dated July 3, 1815; also a convey- 
ance from Samuel Betts to memorialist, dated April 18, 1816; which are ordered to be filed. 

Joseph F. White presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two undivided 
third parts of a house and lot situated in the city of St. Augustine, in the street back and west of the 
government house, with a conveyance from Samuel Betts to memorialist, dated April 138, 1816; which 
are ordered to be filed. 

William Dry, by his attorney, D. B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to one thousand acres of land lying on the east fork of Diego river, with a British grant made 
to Alexander Gray by Governor Grant, dated February 16, 1771, and marked exhibit ‘ A;” also a lease 
from said Gray to memorialist, dated December 26, 1775, and marked exhibit “B;” and a release for the 
same from said Gray to memorialist, dated December 27, 1775, and marked exhibit A; which are ordered 
to be filed. - 

William Dry, by his attorney, D. B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to a lot of land lying in the city of St. Augustine, in Jenkins’ quarter, and designated as No, 
4, with a British grant made by Governor Tonyn to William Wilson, dated March 27, 1775; also, 
accompanying the said grant, an order and plat of survey, dated June 9, 1773, with a lease made to 
William Dry, dated December 29, 1775, and likewise a release to memorialist from said Wilson, dated 
December 30, 1775; which are ordered to be filed. 

William Dry, by his attorney, D. B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to a lot of land lying in the city of St. Augustine, in Skinner’s quarter, with a British grant 
made by Governor Grant to Richard Pritchard, dated February 12, 1765; also a lease from said Pritchard 
to William Wilson, dated December 14, 1772; and also a release from said Pritchard to Wilson, dated 
December 15, 1775; which are ordered to be filed. 

Margaret Acosta, by her attorney, William G. Davis, presented her memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to six hundred and forty acres lying without and north of the gates of St. Augustine, 
with a certified copy of concession to John Villalonga of 3414 English yards, dated June 3, 1807; also, 
attached thereto, an assignment from Margaret Acosta and Maria Villalonga to said Davis, dated July 5, 
1824; ordered to be filed. 

Mary Ann Davis presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one hundred 
and seventy-five acres of land lying in an island called Key Biscaino, one of the Florida Keys, with a 
certified copy of concession to Pedro Fornells by Governor White, dated January 18, 1805; also a con- 

veyance from Rafael Andrews and Francisco Andrews to memorialist, dated July 12, 1824; ordered to 
be filed. 
William Branning, by his attorney, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title 
to six hundred and forty acres of land lying in the south side of Black creek, about three miles below the 
forks of said creek. Ordered to be filed. 

Richard Tice presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land lying near Cape Florida and the river Miami, and opposite Key Biscaino. Filed. 

Santos Rodriguez’s heirs presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two 
thousand acres of land lying on the east side of the river St. John’s, near Dunn’s lake. Filed. 

William Craig presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to four hundred 
and fifty acres of land lying on the east side of the river St. John’s, at a place called Red Bank, with a 
certified copy of plat and certificate of survey made by Pedro Marrot in favor of Francis Flora, dated 
March 1, 1798, and marked A; also a certified copy of royal title made by Governor Kindelan to William 
Craig, dated March 20, 1815, and marked “B.” Filed. 

William Craig presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two hundred and 
fifty acres of land lying on the river St. John’s, at a place called St. Nicholas’ Cove, with a certified copy 

of plat and certificate of survey made by Pedro Marrot for John Hansman, dated January 18, 1792, and 
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marked “C;” also a certified copy of royal title made by Governor Kindelan to memorialist, dated March 
90, 1815, and marked W. Filed. 

' Andrew Branning, by his attorney, D. B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to six hundred and forty acres of land lying about nine miles up Black creek, St. 
John’s river, at a place called Brown’s Fort; which is ordered to be filed. 

George and Samuel Branning, by their attorney, D. B. Macomb, presented their memorial to this 
poard, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and forty acres of land lying on the north prong of 
Black creek, in Duval county. Filed. 

Nicholas Sanchez’s heirs, by their attorney, John B. Strong, presented their memorial to this board, 

raying confirmation of title to three hundred and eighty-five acres of land lying near Diego Plains, to 
the north of St. Augustine, with a certified copy of royal title by Governor Coppinger to Nicholas Sanchez, 
and dated April 24, 1816. Filed. 

Pollard McCormick, by his attorney, John B. Strong, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to two thousand acres of land lying on the Halifax river, at a place called Penman’s 
Plantation, with a certified copy of concession to David McCormick by Governor White, dated July 13, 
1803; also memorial and permission for survey by Governor White, dated October 3, 1803. Filed. 

John Salome, by his attorney, John B. Strong, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to three hundred and fifty acres of land lying on St. John’s river, at a place called 
Montpelier, with a certified copy of plat and certificate of survey made by Pedro Marrot to Samuel East- 
lake, and dated January 6, 1792. Filed. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


WepyeEspay, August 25, 1824. 


The board met this day, Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John B. Strong presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land on St. John’s river. Filed. 

William Mills, e¢ al., by their attorney, John B. Strong, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to sixteen thousand acres of land lying in a creek called Mulberry, and near 
the road to the New Mosquitos, and two miles from the head of Graham swamp, with a certified copy of 
concession made by Governor White to William Mills, dated January 4, 1805. Filed. . 

Francis Gué, by his attorney, John B. Strong, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to a house and lot in St. Augustine, which was erected for a smithery. Filed. 

José B. Reyes, by his attorney, John B. Strong, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to one thousand seven hundred acres of land lying at a place called the Swamp and 
plantation of Goold Richard, about three miles from the ferry of St. Augustine, with a certificate of 
concession by Governor White to memorialist, dated September 15, 1803. Filed. 

Isaac Hendricks, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to five hundred acres lying on the north side of St. John’s river, near Jacksonville, 
with a certificate of concession by Governor White to John Jones, dated February 11, 1801. Filed. 

Joseph Mills, by his attorney, Abraham Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to two hundred acres lying on Six-mile creek, which communicates with Trout creek 
eight miles below St. Nicholas, on the river St. John’s, with a concession to memorialist by Governor 
Quesada, dated February 15, 1793. Filed. 

Frederick Hartley, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to four hundred acres of land lying at a place called St. Nicholas, on St. John’s river, 
wit a aaa of concession to memorialist by Governor White, dated May 7, 1803; which are ordered 
to be filed. 

Robert Gilbert et al., by their attorney, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to two hundred acres on St. John’s river. Filed. 

Robert Gilbert e¢ al., by their attorney, A. Bellamy, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to three hundred acres of land lying on the St. John’s river. Filed. 

John R. Hogans, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to six hundred and forty acres lying on the north side of the river St. John’s, with a 
conveyance from memorialist to W. G. Dawson, and dated July 24, 1823. Filed. 

John Houston, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
ef title to seven hundred acres of land lying on St. John’s river, at a place called Dame’s Point, and on 
Star island, river Nassau, with a certified copy of concession by Governor Coppinger to memorialist, dated 
May 20,1818. Filed. 

William Gardner, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
esa of title to six hundred and forty acres lying on Julington creek, one mile from St. John’s 
river. Filed. 

Pedro Cocifacio presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to four hundred 
acres of land lying at Maria’s hammock, to the west of St. John’s river, with a translation of concession 
by Governor Quesada to memorialist, dated October 22, 1793. Filed. 

James Riz et al. presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land lying at Picolata, on the river St. John’s. Filed. 

_ William Travers, for and on behalf of himself and the other heirs of Thomas Travers, deceased, by 
their attorney, John Drysdale, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 
three hundred acres of land lying about five miles west of St. Augustine, with a British grant made to 
James Penman by Governor Grant, dated January 4, 1768, and a plat and certificate of survey attached 
thereto, dated September 2, 1767; also a lease for one year from James Penman to Joseph Peavelt, dated 
September 19, 1779. Ordered to be filed. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, August 26, 1824. 
The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 


furray. 
VOL, 1V——.52 ¢ 


























































































PUBLIC LANDS. 








410 [No. 454. 





Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Lewis Pike’s heirs, by their attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented their memorial to this board, prayin 
confirmation of title to four hundred acres of land lying twenty-seven miles from St. Augustine, one mile 
from the road to St. Nicholas, with a certified copy of concession to Lewis Pike by Governor White, dated 
May 5, 1801, and marked A; also a plat and certificate of survey made by G. Darling, dated May 10, 1894 
and marked B. Filed. ‘ 

John B. Gaudry, by his attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to one thousand five hundred acres of land lying at a place called Spring Garden, 7, 
the river St. John’s, with a certified translation of concession by Governor Coppinger to Bartolome de Castro 
y Ferrer, dated October 9, 1817, and marked A; also a certified translation of certificate of survey by 
Robert McHardy, dated December 16, 1817, marked B; and a deed of conveyance from said Ferrer to 
memorialist, dated June 11, 1822, and marked C._ Filed. 

John Drysdale presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of ground jn 
the city of St. Augustine, measuring north and south 22 varas, and east and west 23 varas. Filed. 

John G. Brindly, by his agent, John M. Fontane, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land lying on the north of Black creek, Duval county 
with two affidavits—one by William Molphus, dated August 16, 1824, and the other by Hannah Nobles. 
dated August 18, 1824. Filed. , 

David Scurry, by his agent, John M. Fontane, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres lying on the south of St. John’s river and on the east of 
Goodby’s lake. Filed. 

James Hall, by his agent, John M. Fontane, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to two hundred and fifty acres of land lying at a plantation called the Bay of St. Nicholas, on the 
river St. John’s, with a certified copy of royal title by Governor Kindelan to William Craig, dated March 
20,1815. Filed. 

, James Hall, by his agent, John M. Fontane, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to four hundred and fifty acres of land lying at a place called Red Bank, on the river St. John’s, with 
a certified copy of the royal title by Governor Kindelan to William Craig, dated March 20,1815. Filed, 

Antonio Hinsman vs. The United States, for two hundred and forty acres of land. This case being 
called, and Francis J. Fatio being examined therein, and the board being fully advised of and concerning 
the same, it was confirmed. 

Philip Weadman vs. The United States, for one hundred and fifty acres. This case being called, and 
being prepared for trial, was, after due consideration, confirmed by the board. 

No further business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, August 27, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Jesse Carlisle presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres lying on 
Little Black creek, St. John’s river, at a place called Ferguson’s Neck, at the head of Doctor’s lake. Filed. 

Nicholas Estefanopoly, by his attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 2,500 acres of land lying on the river Suwanee, with a concession to memorialist 
by Governor Kindelan, dated May 23, 1815, and marked A. Filed. 

George Gianopoly, by his attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres lying , with a plat and certificate of survey made by G. Darling, 
dated March 20, 1824, and marked A. Filed. 

Emanuel Gianopoly, by his attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres lying on the Twelve-mile swamp, eleven miles from St. Augustine, with 
a plat and certificate made by G. Darling, dated March 21, 1824, and marked A. Filed. 

G. Darling, by his attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 640 acres of land lying on the Twelve-mile swamp, about eleven miles from St. Augustine, with 
a plat and certificate made by G. Darling, marked A; which are ordered to be filed. 

The following claims, viz: James Hall, for 775 acres; Eleazer Waterman’s heirs, for 175 acres; same, for 
270 acres, being called, and being prepared for trial, were, after due consideration, confirmed by the board. 

Aguida Segui vs. The United States, for 1,200 acres of land. This case being called, and being pre- 
pared for trial, was recommended for confirmation by the board. 

Andrew R. Govan, by his attorney, Edward R. Gibson, obtained permission and presented his claim 
for 600 acres of land for adjudication. Francis J. Fatio being examined therein, and the board being fully 
advised of and concerning the same, it was confirmed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Saturpay, August 28, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mr. Drysdale moved for permission to present and file the following claim, viz: Thomas Lorente, for 
2,000 acres of land, situated and being on the west side of Indian river, opposite the Haul-over, by a grant 
of Governor Coppinger, bearing date June 20, 1818, which was rejected because the said grant was made 
subsequently to January 24, 1818. 

Moses K. Levy, by his attorney, John Drysdale, moved for permission to withdraw his claim for 2,000 
acres of land, which was granted. 

- ot o further business appearing, the board adjourned until Monday next, the 30th instant, at 10 
o’clock a, m. 
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Monpay, August 30, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mills Drury’s heirs, by their attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 300 acres, more or less, lying about four miles from the head of Nassau river, with 
a certified copy of plat and certificate of survey by Pedro Marrot to Mills Drury, dated April 7, 1792, and 
marked A; also an affidavit by Francis Sterling, dated August 28, 1824, marked B; which are allowed to 

led. . 

” oo N. Cox presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to an undivided fifth 
part of a tract of land, containing 2,500 acres, lying on the west side of the river Suwanee, at the crossing 
place. Ordered to be filed. 

Cornelius Griffith’s heirs, by their attorney, David B. Macomb, presented their memorial to this board, 

raying confirmation of title to 300 acres of land lying on the banks of the river St. Mary’s, on the east 
side of a creck known by the name of Mill creek, with a concession from Governor White to Cornelius 
Griffith, dated December 9, 1802. Filed. 

Cornelius Griffith’s heirs, by their attorney, David B. Macomb, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to 450 acres of land lying on the head of Nassau river, about half a mile 
between two creeks which form said river, with a certified copy of plat and certificate of survey by Pedro 
Marrot to Cornelius Griffith, dated April 8, 1792. Filed. 

Francis Goodwin’s heirs, by their agent in fact and attorney, David B. Macomb, presented their memo- 
rial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 6434 acres of land lying on Azza creck, St. John’s river, 
with a plat and certificate by Pedro Marrot to Francis Goodwin, dated May 14, 1792. Filed. 

Mary Hayden presented her memorial, by her attorney, David B. Macomb, to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 250 acres of land lying on the south of Orange grove, Matanzas, and north of 
the plantation of Jos, Dupon. Filed. 

Robert Gilbert, by his attorney, David B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 230 acres of land lying near the St. John’s river. Filed. 

John Jones, by his a orney, David B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres of land situated on the banks of St. John’s river. Filed. 

Hardy Ellanier, by his attorney, David B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres of land lying on Little Black creek, in the county of Duval. Filed. 

Emanuel D Mott, by his attorney, David B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres of land lying near St. John’s river. Filed. 

George Long, by his attorney, John Drysdale, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to 300 acres of land lying at the head and on the south of a creck making from the Matanza 
river, known by the name of Graham’s creek. Filed. 

John M. Carter, by his attorney, David B. Macomb, presented his memorial to this board, praying confir- 
mation of title to 100 acres of land lying on Matanza river, two miles south of the Little Matanza bar. Filed. 

A. McDowell and Black vs. The United States, for 490 acres of land. This case being called, came, 
by its attorney, and was submitted; and the board being fully advised of and concerning the same, it was 
confirmed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, August 31, 1824. 


9 The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
urray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 
this day under their order. 

Dorcas Black, by her agent, S. Streeter, presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 640 acres of land lying in the county of Duval, on the road called the Cowford road, leading 
from St. Augustine to St. John’s river. Filed. 

John Oliver, by his agent, S. Streeter, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of 
— 640 acres of land lying in the county of St. John’s, on the east side of a lake called Dunn’s lake. 

iled. 

Isaac Frost, by his attorney, B. Putnam, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 2,000 acres of land, being part of the northern moiety or equal half of township No. 8, of Don 
Pedro Miranda’s grant of land on the waters of Hillsboro’ and Tampa bays. Filed. 

Sarah Bowden, by her attorney, B. Putnam, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 1424 acres of land lying on Julington creek, which empties into the St. John’s river. Filed. 

Isaac Frost, by his attorney, B. Putnam, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 1,500 acres of land, being an undivided part of the northerly moiety or equal half of township 
No. 8, in Don Pedro Miranda’s grant of land on the waters of Hillsboro’ and Tampa bays. Filed. 

_ Joseph F. White, by his attorney, B. Putnam, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to 200 acres of land lying seven miles north of St. Augustine, known by the name of the 
plantation of the negro general. Filed. 

Gachlan Vass, by his attorney, B. Putnam, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 250 acres of land lying on St. Pablo creek. Filed. 

Edward R. Gibson presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 125 acres of 
land lying at the head of Moultrie creek. Filed. 

Edward R. Gibson presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 250 acres of 
land lying at the head of Moultrie creek. Filed. 

Francisco Aguilar, for herself and the other heirs of Juan Rodriguez, deceased, presented her memorial 
to this board, praying confirmation of title to 30,000 acres of land lying on Hawe creek, 40 miles south- 
west of St. Augustine. Filed. ; 

John Hagans, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 100 acres of land lying on Pigeon creek, St. Mary’s river, with a certificate of concession by 
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Governor White to memorialist, dated May 31, 1805; also a plat and certificate of survey of the same by 
George J. F. Clarke, dated May 9, 1818. Filed. 

David Williamson, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board; praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres of land lying in Alachua. Filed. ” 

John Dixon, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 640 acres of land lying in Duval county, near St. Mary’s river. Filed. 

William Williamson, by his attorney, A Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres of land lying in Alachua, on the waters of Hogtown. Filed. bis 

Benjamin Rollins, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to 640 acres of land lying in Alachua, on the waters of San Filaskicreek. Filed. 

William Hollingsworth and the heirs of Peter Bagley, by their attorney, A. Bellamy, presented thei; 
memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 250 acres of land lying on the river St. John’s. 
Filed. 

William Sparkman, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying cop. 
firmation of title to 640 acres of land lying on the headwaters of Boggy swamp, on and west of the 
public road leading from Jacksonville to Georgia. Filed. 

James Sparkman, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to 640 acres of land lying on the headwaters of Boggy swamp, on the east of the road from 

Jacksonville. Filed. 

John Bellamy presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 500 acres of land 
lying on McGirt’s creek. Filed. 

Abraham Bellamy, sen., presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 
acres of land lying at the head of Thomas’ swamp. Filed. 

John Bellamy presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 150 acres of land 
situated on the south side of McGirt’s creek, on the west side of St. John’s river. Filed. 

Ann Papy presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 200 acres of land 
situated at the side or head of Mosquito river and Tomoka creck, with a certificate of concession by 
Governor White to Gaspar Papy, dated June 3, 1797, and marked P. Filed. 

Dionisia Segui presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to an undivided 
third part of 16,000 acres of land, or 5,3334 acres, lying on both sides of the river St. Lucia, with a deed 
of conveyance from Samuel Miles to memorialist, dated April 3, 1824, and marked 8. Filed. 

Dionisia Segui presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 4,000 acres of 
land lying on the river and island called Jupiter and St. Lucia, with a deed of conveyance from Eusebio 
Maria Gomez to memorialist, dated April 9, 1824, marked S; which are ordered to be filed. 

George Clarke presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 100 acres of land 
lying on Guana creek, North river, about 12 miles north of St. Augustine, with a concession to memorialist 
by Governor White, dated February 25, 1801, and marked.C. Filed. 

Daniel Brockington, by his attorney, I. N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
firmation of title to 200 acres of land lying on Goodby’s lake. Filed. 

Francis Sterling, by his attorney, I. N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to 235 acres lying at a place called Sims, Nassau river, with a certified copy of plat and certificate 
by Pedro Marrot, dated March 3, 1792, and marked A; also two aflidavits—one by Frederick Hartley, and 
the other by Joseph Summerall—marked B and C._ Filed. 

David Bagley’s heirs, by their attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 250 acres of land lying on Nassau river, with a certified copy of plat and certificate 
by Pedro Marrot, dated March 5, 1794, and marked A; also an affidavit by Francis Sterling, marked B. 
Filed. 

George Copeland’s heirs, by their attorney, I. N. Vox, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 450 acres of land, lying on Hillsboro’ river, with a certified copy of concession to 
Henry B. Martin by Governor White, dated September 3, 1803, and marked A; and conveyance from 
Henry B. Martin to George Copeland, dated November 10, 1808, marked B. Filed. 

Samuel Fairbanks, assignee of Reuben Charles, by his attorney, David B. Macomb, presented his 
memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres of land lying at the Twelve-mile swamp, 
north of the city of St. Augustine. Filed. 

John Drysdale presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 292 acres of land 
lying on the east side of St. George’s lake. Filed. 

Pablo F. Fontane presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 3,000 acres 
of land lying on Vackasasa creck, being about southwest from Alachua ten leagues, with a concession 
from Governor Kindelan to memorialist, dated May 15, 1815, and marked P. Filed. 

Antonio Canovas, jr., presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres, 
with a plat and certificate of survey made by Ede Van Evour, and dated August 31, 1824. Filed. 

Domingo Fernandez presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to acres 
of land lying on Amelia island. Filed. : 

Carnochan and Mitchell’s assignees presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of 
title to three town lots in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island. Filed. 

Andrew Burgevin presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 500 acres of 
land lying at a place called Big Spring. Filed. 

James Suydam, jr., by his attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 500 acres of land lying at Alachua. Filed. 

Charles Sibbald, by his attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 455 acres of land lying at Cabbage swamp. Filed. 

George Morrison’s heirs, by their attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to acres of land lying on the west side of St. John’s river. Filed. 

Elisha Huntington, by his attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 10,000 acres of land lying at Alachua. Filed. 

Elisha Huntington, by his attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 2,000 acres of land lying at Alachua. Filed. , 

Eleazer Waterman’s heirs, by their attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to a lot of land in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island. Filed. 
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Thomas C. Doremus, by his attorney, J. B. Lancaster, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to five hundred acres of land lying at Alachua. Filed. 

S, Clark and G. F. Brown vs. The United States, for 3,000 acres of land. This case being called, 
came by its attorney; and the board not being sufficiently advised therein, it was ordered to lay over for 
further consideration. 

Permission having been obtained, the following claims were presented for adjudication by their 
attorney, Viz: Antonio Huertas, for 10,000 acres of land; Edward M. Wanton, for 150 acres, and same, for 
900 acres of land. The board took the same into consideration, and being sufficiently advised therein, 
they were ordered to lay over for further investigation. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, September 1, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board having resumed the consideration of the claim of Antonio Huertas, for 10,000 acres of land, 
recommended the same to Congress for confirmation. 

The following claims, viz: Gideon Dupont’s heirs, for 450 acres; George Fleming’s heirs, for 1,000 
acres. These cases being called, and being prepared for adjudication, the first was confirmed in 400 acres, 
and,the latter confirmed. 

Francis P. Fatio vs. The United States, for 10,000 acres of land. This case being called, came by its 
attorney, who obtained leave and amended the memorial thereof; and Francis Marien being examined 
therein, the board ordered the same to be laid over for further investigation. 

Francis P. Fatio vs. The United States, for 1,000 acres of land. This case being called, came by its 
attorney, and the board not being sufficiently advised of concerning the same, it was continued. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, September 2, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

_— Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

George I'leming’s heirs vs. The United States, for 980 acres of land. This case being called, and being 

repared for trial, was submitted and confirmed by the board. 

Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States, for 660 acres of land. This case being called, and being 
prepared for trial, was submitted and confirmed by the board. 

The following claims, viz: George Fleming’s heirs, for 20,000 acres; Gabriel W. Perpall, for 1,340 
acres; same, for 280 acres; same, for 500 acres, being called, and the board not being fully advised con- 
cerning the same, they were continued. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, September 3, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims, viz: Gabriel W. Perpall, for 15 acres; same, for 600 acres; same, for one acre, 
being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed by the board. 

On motion of Mr. Cox, attorney for claimant, the board resumed the consideration of Francis J. Avice’s 
claim for 115 acres of land, and, after examining Francis Ferreira therein, confirmed the same. 

Permission having been obtained, Thomas Briggs and John Robinson, by their attorney, presented 
their claims to this board for adjudication, which were, after due consideration, advised to Congress for 
confirmation. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, September 4, 1824. 


” The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. i 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States, for 1,340 acres of land. This case was again taken under 
consideration, and recommended for confirmation by the board. 
; Gabriel W. Perpall, for 150 acres, and same, for 535 acres of land, These cases being called, and 

being prepared for trial, were confirmed by the board. 

The board then adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, September 6, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of Mr. Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney, ordered that a commission issue to take 
the deposition of Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, to be read as evidence in the case of 
‘ Joseph Delespine against the United States, for 10,240 acres of land. 
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On motion of the same, it is ordered that in all claims for more than 1,000 acres of land, when 
required by the dstrict attorney for the United States, or by any member of the board, the secretary 
issue a subpoena to the keeper of the public archives to produce to this board the original documents 
from his office on the part of the United States. , 

The following case, viz: Mariana Berta, for 200 acres of land, being called, and the board not being 
fully advised of and concerning the same, it was continued. 

Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States, for 200 acres of land. This case being called, and being 
prepared for trial, after examining Samuel Fairbanks therein, was confirmed by the board. 

Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States, for 200 acres of land. This case being called, came by its 
attorney, who, on motion, obtained permission to amend the memorial thereof; and the board, after 
examining F. J. Fatio therein, confirmed the same. 

Hannah Drayton e¢ al. vs. The United States, for 1,000 acres of land. This case being called, on 
motion of Mr. Drysdale, permission was given to amend the memorial thereof, and the evidence in the 
same case was submitted, as was other claims of the said claimants founded on British grants. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turspay, September 7, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

ie Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following cases, viz: Francis J. Fatio et al., for 200 acres, and the same, for 500 acres of land, 
being called, and the claimants having produced in evidence the final adjustment of the estate of Francis 
P. Fatio, deceased, as also the testimony of George J. F. Clarke, in his claim for 700 acres of land, they 
were confirmed by the board. 

The following cases, viz: Joseph M. Hernandez, for 635 acres, and the same, as attorney for his wife, 
late widow of Samuel Williams, deceased, and the other heirs, for 3,200 acres of land, being called, and 
being prepared for trial, after examining Gabriel W. Perpall therein, were confirmed by the board. 

The following cases, viz: Joseph M. Hernandez, 800, and same, for 100 acres of land, being called, and 
being prepared for trial, were, after due examination, confirmed by the board. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, September 8, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Rese Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims, viz: Joseph M. Hernandez, for 5,000 acres; same, for 5,000 acres; and same, 
for 10,000 acres of land, being called, Horatio S. Dexter was examined therein; the same were submitted, 
and the board not being sufliciently advised of and concerning the same, they were ordered to lay over 
for further consideration. 

The following claims, viz: Joseph M. Hernandez, for 355 acres; same, for 457 acres; same, for 890 
acres; and same, for 70 acres of land, being called, and being prepared for trial, were, after due investi- 
gation, severally confirmed by the board. 

Antonio Alvarez vs. The United States, for 1,500 acres of land. This case being called, and being 
prepared for trial, was recommended to Congress for confirmation. 

Martin Hernandez, for 20 acres, and same, for 10} acres and 1 perch, being called, were submitted and 
confirmed by the board. 

The following cases, viz: Martin Hernandez, for 500 acres, same, for 500 acres of land, being called, 
were submitted and laid over for further investigation. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock. 


Tuurspay, September 9, 1824. 


There not being a quorum present, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 
this day under their order. 


Fripay, September 10, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. ; 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Marquis de Fougeres vs. The United States, for 16,000 acres of land. This day this case came on to 
be heard, and David P. Macomb, George J. F. Clarke, and Horatio S. Dexter were examined as witnesses 
in the same on the part of the claimant, but the board not being sufficiently advised, it is ordered that the 
same be continued. , 

The following cases, viz: Mary Kunen, for 200 acres; José B. Reyes, for 200 acres; F. J. Fatio et al., 
200 acres of land, being called, and being prepared for trial, were severally confirmed by the board. 

Horatio S. Dexter, for 16,000 acres; W. Pengree’s heirs, for 1,000 acres; R. Pengree’s heirs, for 500 
acres; P. Lynch, 1,100 acres; Christopher Minchen, 400 acres; Nicholas Rodriguez, 300 acres; Martin 
Hernandez, 1,000 acres; and Horatio 8. Dexter, 2,500 acres of land. These cases being called, and not 
being prepared for trial, were continued. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, September 11, 1824. 


- The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
urray. 
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Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. A 

F. M. Arredondo, jr., vs. The United States, for 175 acres of land. This case being called, and being 
prepared for trial, was confirmed by the board. 

Charles W. Bulow’s executors, for 4,000 acres; same, for 675 acres; and Archibald Clark, for 80,000 
acres of land. These cases being called, and not being prepared for trial, were, on application of their 
respective attorneys, continued. 

The following cases, viz: Robert Gilbert, for 100 acres; Seymour Picket, for 350 acres; Sarah Petty, 
900 acres; Robert Shepherd, 100; John Salome, 347 acres; Henry Martin’s heirs, 400 acres; Joseph S. 
Sanchez, 20 acres; and William T. Hall, for 2,000 acres of land. These cases being called, and not being 
prepared for trial, it is ordered that they be placed at the foot of the docket. 

On motion of Messrs. Reynolds and Cox, attorneys for claimants, the board resumed the consideration 
of the following claims, viz: Gabriel W. Perpall, for 335 acres; Mariano Berta, for 166 acres; same, for 
900 acres; Nicholas Rodriguez, 300 acres; which were confirmed. 

On motion of Mr. Cornell, attorney for claimant, the board resumed the consideration of the following 
claims, viz: Edward M. Wanton, 150 acres; same, 200 acres; and examined Horatio 8. Dexter therein; 
after which they were confirmed. ; 

The board adjourned until Monday next, the 13th instant, at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, September 13, 1824. 





The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

i Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following cases, viz: Seymour Pickett, 250 acres; John B. Gaudry, 500 acres; Mary Acosta, 640 
acres; Mary Ann Davis, 175 acres; Pedro Cocifacio, 500 acres; John Hagans, 100 acres; John Salome, 
350 acres, being called, and not being prepared for trial, were continued. 

Sarah Fish, 10,000 acres; same, 500 acres; Joseph Summerall, 200 acres; same, 300 acres; same, 
150 acres. These cases being called, and not being prepared for trial, it is ordered that they be placed 
at the foot of the docket. 

On motion of Mr. Cox, attorney for claimant, the board resumed the consideration of the case of 
Bernardo Segui vs. The United States, for 16,000 acres of land; whereupon Mr. Macon, United States 
attorney, moved that the said case lay over until to-morrow to give him an opportunity to produce evi- 
dence on the part of the United States, which was granted. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


Turspay, September 14, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Shoe Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order, 

Levin Gunby, 400 acres; William and John Lofton, 350 acres; same, 350 acres; Archibald Clark e¢ al., 
250 acres; John B. Richards’ heirs, 230 acres; Daniel C. Hart, 150 acres; John Underwood, 600 acres; 
Pedro Trope, 150 acres; Robert Miller, 635 acres; Sarah Petty, 200 acres. These cases being called, and 
not being prepared for trial, it was therefore ordered by the board that they be placed at the foot of the 
docket. 

The two following cases, viz: Charles Love, for 300 acres, and Nathaniel Wilds, for 300 acres of 
land, being called, and not being prepared for trial, were, on application of their attorneys, continued. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepyespay, September 15, 1824. 


. The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
ulray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida,,attended the board this 
day under their order, 

Arredondo & Son, for 289,645 acres of land at Alachua, and Peter Mitchell, for a part of said grant. 
These cases being called, and the claimants being ready to proceed therein, the same were continued in 
consequence of one of the commissioners having been engaged in claims arising under the original grant 

‘to F. M. Arredondo & Son, the said original grant being the foundation of the claimants’ title in both 
of the above cases. 

George Atkinson vs. The United States, for 220 acres of land. This case being called, Mr. Gibbs, 
attorney for claimant, obtained permission, and amended the memorial thereof by substituting the name 
. ip in the place of George Atkinson, after which, the same, being prepared for trial, was confirmed 

y the board. 

The following cases, viz: Francis P. Sanchez, 500 acres; same, 250 acres; same, 2,000 acres, being 
called, were, after due consideration, submitted and ordered to lay over. 

Sophia Fleming et al. vs. The United States, for 10,762 acres of land. This case being called, and 
being prepared for trial, after examining Mr. Reynolds therein, was recommended for confirmation. 

The following cases being called, not being prepared for trial, were continued: James Curtis, 400; 
James and George Clarke, 500; Charles and George Clarke, 800; Stephen Pearce et ux., 250; same, 300 
acres. 

Joseph Rain and William Bailey vs. The United States, for 1,000 acres of land. This case being 
called, and being prepared for trial, the board confirmed the same. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of F. P. Fatio vs. The United 
oe for 10,000 acres of land, and, after examining William Reynolds, recommended the same for con- 
Irmation. 

The board resumed the consideration of the following cases, viz: Gabriel W. Perpall, 500 acres of 

‘land; same, 280 acres of land; and recommended the same for confirmation. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Tuurspay, September 16, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. si 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. ; ; 

This day the board resumed the consideration of the case of Bernardo Segui vs. The United States, for 
16,000 acres of land, and William Reynolds was called to be examined on the part of the United States 
therein; and the counsel for the claimant objecting to the admissibility of said witness, time was given to 
the said counsel to state his objections at large: whereupon the case was continued. 

Mary Fontane vs. The United States, for 495 acres of land. This case being called, and being prepared 
for trial, was confirmed by the board. 

The following claims, viz: Sarah Petty, for 150 acres, and William and John Lofton, for 200 acres of 
land, were called, and not being prepared, it is therefore ordered that the said cases be placed at the foot 
of the docket. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 1,400 acres of land, and Gabriel Priest, for 500 acres of 
land. These cases being called, were submitted, and the board not being sufficiently advised concerning 
the same, it is ordered that they lie over. . 

The following cases being called, and not being prepared for trial, were continued, viz: 

Francis P. Sanchez, 2,000 acres of land; same, 100 acres of land; same, 600 acres of land; same, 25 
acres of land; Constance M’Fee, 446 acres of land; Peter Mitchell, 3,500 acres of land. 

In the case of Francis P. Sanchez for 50 acres of land, Mr. Drysdale, attorney for claimant, obtained 
leave to amend his memorial by substituting 25 for 50 acres of land. 

The attorney in the case of Charles W. Bulow’s executors, for 4,675 acres of land, obtained permission 
and filed evidence in said case. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, September 17, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 


Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Thomas Travers’ heirs vs. The United States, for 300 acres of land. This case being called, and being 
prepared for trial, was confirmed by the board. 

The following claims, viz: William Dry, one lot of land; same, one lot of land; same, 1,000 acres of 
land, being called, and not being prepared for trial, were confirmed. 

On motion of claimants’ attorney, the board resumed the consideration of the following claims, and 
obtained leave to amend the memorials thereof, viz: 

Gabriel W. Perpall, for 16 acres of land; same, for 83 acres; same, for 20 acres; and examined Francis 
Marien; after which the board confirmed the first two, and ordered the latter to lie over for further proof. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, September 18, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, September 20, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a.m. 


Turspay, September 21, 1824. 


” The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

James Riz et al. vs. The United States, for 640 acres of land. This case was taken up by the board, 
and not being prepared for trial was ordered to lie over; and claimant obtained leave to amend the memo- 
rial thereof. 

The board took into consideration the following claims, viz: 

Charles W. Bulow’s executors, for 4,000 acres, and same, for 675 acres of land, and recommended the 
same for confirmation. 

On motion of the claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of the claim of John B. 
Gaudry, for 1,500 acres of land; and, after examining Francis Ferreira therein, recommended the same for 
confirmation. 

The board adjourned until Friday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, September 24, 1824. 


” The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
urray. 
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Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

William Walker vs. The United States, for 175 acres of land. This case being called, and being pre- 
pared for trial, was confirmed by the board. 

. A. E. Ferguson’s widow and heirs, for 1,150 acres; George F. and Oliver Palmes, for 9993 acres. 
These cases being called, the first was recommended for confirmation, and the last ordered to be reported 
as being interfered with by British titles. 

John B. Gaudry vs. The United States, for 3,000 acres of land. This case being called, and not being 
prepared for trial, was continued. 

Nicholas Estefanopoly, by his attorney, obtained leave and presented his claim for 2,500 acres of land, 
and examined Horatio S. Dexter therein; and the board not being sufficiently advised therein, it is there- 
fore ordered that the same be continued. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, September 25, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. , 
- Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed by the board: 

Andrew Pleym’s heirs, 500 acres; Philip Embara, 100 acres; William Pengree’s heirs, 1,000 acres; 
Rebecca Pengree’s heirs, 500 acres; Francis P. Fatio, 1,000 acres. The board took into consideration said 
claims, and, after examining Joseph Hagins and F. J. Fatio therein, confirmed the same. 

Sarah Petty vs. The United States, for 150 acres of land. This case being called, and being prepared 
for trial, after examining Joseph Hagins therein, confirmed fifty acres thereof to claimant. 

The board then adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, September 27, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

a Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 600 acres, being called, Francis Marien was examined 
therein; and the board not being sufficiently advised, the same is ordered to be continued. 

Sarah Petty, for 200 acres of land; same, for 200. These cases being resumed by the board, and 
William Reynolds being examined therein, were confirmed. 

The following cases being called, were, after due consideration, submitted, viz: Francis Marien, for 
2,000 acres and George Fleming’s heirs, for 20,000 acres. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, September 28, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. " 

Joseph Summerall, 300 acres; same, 200 acres; William and John Lofton, 350 acres; same, 350 
acres; same, 200 acres; Pedro Tropé, 150 acres; Daniel C. Hart, 150 acres. These cases being called, 
and being prepared for trial, were severally confirmed by the board. 

Joseph Summerall vs. The United States, for 150 acres of land. This case being called, and not being 
prepared for trial, it is therefore ordered that the same lie over. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, September 29, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

This day the Hon. William Henry Allen exhibited to the board a commission from the President of 
the United States, appointing him a commissioner to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida, 
dated August 12, 1824, and, having previously taken the oath of office, took his seat. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 
this day under their order. 

This day the following claims being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed, viz: George 
F. and Oliver Palmes, 245 acres; A. E. Ferguson’s widow and heirs, 507 acres; same, 43} acres. John 
Bolton, for 2,000 acres. This case being called, was, after due consideration, submitted. 

John Gianopoly, for 500 acres, and same, for 10 acres of land. On motion of claimant’s attorney, the 
board took under consideration the said claims, and examined Pedro Bennet, and Benito Segui therein, 
after which they were ordered to lie over until to-morrow. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, September 30, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

_ Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 
this day under their order. 

John Gianopoly, for 500 acres; same, for 10 acres; A. Montero’s heirs, 25 acres; William Travers, 450 
acres. These cases being called, came by their respective attorneys, and being prepared for trial, 
were severally confirmed by the board. 

Catalina de Jesus Hijuelos vs. The United States, for 2,000 acres of land. This case being called, 
came by its attorney, and the same was submitted. 

Reuben Charles, 100 acres; Pedro Cocifacia, 500 acres. These cases being called, were laid over 
for further investigation. 
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Mr. Strong obtained permission and amended the memorial in the case of Lorenzo Capas’ heirs, } 
substituting 175 acres in lieu of 160 acres. omy 
On motion of the United States attorney, the case of Nicholas Rodriguez, for 300 acres of land, wag 
opened, and ordered to stand over for further investigation. : 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, October 1, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of Mr. Strong, attorney for claimants, the board resumed the consideration of the following 
claims, and confirmed the same, viz: 

Reuben Charles, 100 acres; William Williams, 2,020 acres; same, 180 acres. 

Horatio S. Dexter vs. The United States, for 2,500 acres of land. This day this case came before the 
board, and, after examining George J. F. Clarke and Francis Marin therein, the same was submitted. 

The following cases, viz: Seymour Picket, 350 acres; Robert Shepherd, 100 acres; heirs of Henr 
Martin, 400 acres, being called, came by their attorneys, and, after examining Gabriel W. Perpall therein 
were submitted. ‘ 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, October 2, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Nathaniel Wilds, for 300 acres of land; Charles Love, for 300 acres of land. These cases being 
called, and not being prepared for trial, were continued. 

The board took into consideration the claim of F. M. Arredondo & Son, for 289,645 acres of land, 
and Peter Mitchell for an undivided fourth part of said grant; and the attorney in the above cases obtained 
leave and amended the memorial in the case of Peter Mitchell. The depositions and evidence in the case 
of Moses E. Levy vs. The United States, for 36,000 acres of land, being part of said grant, was admitted 
by the board, and was read, as was also the depositions of Horatio 5. Dexter and Edward M. Wanton; 
and Thomas Murphy, Joshua Coffee, and Francis P. Sanchez, were examined therein. At 2 o’clock p.m. 
the board, not being sufficiently advised in the said claim, adjourned the further consideration thereof 
until Monday next. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, October 4, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Constance McFee vs. The United States, for 446 acres of land. This case being called, and not being 
prepared for trial, was continued. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 25 acres of land. This case being called, and being 
prepared for trial, was confirmed by the board. 

F. M. Arredondo & Son and Peter Mitchell vs. The United States, for 289,645 acres of land at Alachua. 

The board resumed the consideration of the said claim, and the same was submitted. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, October 5, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant te adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, October 6, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, October T, 1824. 


™ are board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
. Allen, 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


Fripay, October 8, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. : 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until tomorrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Saturpay, October 9, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until Monday next. 


Monpay, October 11, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Sarah Petty vs. The United States, for 2682 acres of land. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of said claim, and confirmed 
he same. 
John Bunch vs. The United States, for 2,160 acres of land. This case being called, came by its 
attorney, and, after examining Horatio S. Dexter and William G. Perpall therein, ordered the same be 
reported to Congress. 

William Travers, 1,000 acres; William Travers, 172 acres; Francis P. Sanchez, 100 acres. 

These cases being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed. 

Pedro Cocifacio vs. The United States, for 2,000 acres of land. This case being prepared for trial, 
was recommended for confirmation. 

Nicholasa Gomez’s heirs vs. The United States, for 1,200 acres of land. This case came by its 
attorney, and the board, after due consideration, submitted the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turespay, October 12, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. 
Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John Gianoply vs. The United States, for 15 acres of land. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of said claim, and, after 
examining Benito Segui therein, confirmed ten acres thereof to claimant. 

The board resumed the consideration of the following claim, viz: Francis J. Fatio et al., for 700 acres 
of land on St. John’s river, and two small marsh islands in front, and confirmed the same. 

On application of claimant’s attorney, the order of rejection was set aside on the following claim, viz: 
John Jones vs. The United States, for 100 acres of land; and, upon further evidence, the case was submitted 
for final decision and the title confirmed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, October 13, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order, 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of the claim of Joseph Wales 
vs. The United States, for 2,375 acres of land, and, after examining Horatio S. Dexter therein, recommended 
the same to Congress for confirmation, the Hon. George Murray differing. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, October 14, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq , United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mr. Drysdale, attorney for claimant, obtained leave and filed a deed of conveyance from Samuel Cook 
to Francis P. Sanchez, on the claim of the latter for 100 acres, confirmed the 11th instant 

The board not being sufficiently advised of and concerning the case of George Fleming vs. The 
United States, for 20,000 acres of land, on motion of the district attorney, the case was opened for 
argument, and not having time to close said argument, on motion of counsel it was deferred until 
to-morrow. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. in. 


Fray, October 15, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. ; 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
The argument in the case of George Fleming’s heirs, for 20,000 acres of land, which was deferred 


for this day, was taken up and concluded. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, October 16, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. : 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
. day under their order. 
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On motion of the United States attorney, the case of Gideon Dupont’s heirs, for 400 acres of land, wag 


opened and ordered to stand over for further investigation until Monday next. 
The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Monpay, October 18, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Antonio Canovas, jun., vs. The United States, for 640 acres. 

This case was ordered to be reported to Congress under the donation act, to be measured out by the 
surveyor general according to the act of Congress under which he claims his title. . 

Gideon Dupont’s heirs, for 400 acres of land. On motion of the United States attorney, this case wag 
re-examined, and the board being sufficiently informed of the same, it was reconfirmed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, October 19, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. ; 

No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until Monday next, the 25th instant, 


at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, October 25, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, the same adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


TUESDAY, October 26, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida,fattended the board this 
day under their order. , 

Robert Miller, by his attorney, Belton A. Copp, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
firmation of title to 640 acres of land, situated in Duval county, on an island called Martin’s island. Filed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wennespay, October 27, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing before the board, the same adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, October 28, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of the United States attorney, and it appearing to the satisfaction of the board that William 
Reynolds had been duly subpcenaed to attend the board of land commissioners for East Florida, to testify 
on the part of the United States in the case of Bernardo Segui, for 16,000 acres of land, and failed to 
attend the said board, it is therefore ordered that the secretary issue an attachment against the said 
William Reynolds, directed to the marshal of East Florida, commanding the said marshal to bring the said 
Reynolds before the board this evening at 4 o’clock. 

The board then adjourned until 4 o’clock this afternoon. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON, 4 o'clock. 


The board met. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. Allen. 

The marshal of East Florida made his return that, agreeably to and by virtue of the attachment 
directed to him from this board, he had William Reynolds, the person in said attachment named, in his 
custody, and at the bar of the board of commissioners. Whereupon the said Reynolds was asked if he 
had any excuse to offer for not obeying a writ of subpoena directed to him, and requiring him (the said 
Reynolds) to appear before this board to testify on the part of the United States for 16,000 acres of land, 
and the said Reynolds offering no satisfactory excuse was held to have been in contempt; but the board 
a = as to the expediency of detaining the said William Reynolds any longer in custody, he was 

ischarged. 

This day William Reynolds was examined on the part of the United States in the case of Bernardo 
Segui, for 16,000 acres of land. After which the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, October 29, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing before the board, it adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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SaturDay, October 30, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, it adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turspay, November 2, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. _ 
No business appearing before the board, it adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, November 4, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mr. Putnam, attorney for claimant, moved that the order of confirmation on the following claims 
should be set aside, viz: John Jones vs. The United States, for 100 acres of land; which tract of land was 
confirmed by the board on October 12, 1824. It was therefore ordered by the board that the secretary 
inform Mr. John B. Strong, former counsel for claimant, that the said case would stand open for a rehearing 
tomorrow afternoon. 

Henry Hartley, by his attorney, Isaac N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to 640 acres of land, with a plat and certificate of survey by E. de Van Evour in favor of 
memorialist, dated July 21, 1824; also an affidavit of Joseph Summerall, dated June 19, 1824. Filed. 

James James, by his attorney, Waters Smith, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to 640 acres of land on the south side of Julington creek; when, on motion of claimant’s 
attorney, the board took the same into consideration, and, after examining Joseph Summerall and Lewis 
Gardner therein, ordered the same to be reported to Congress under the donation act. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 3 o’clock p. m. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON, November 6, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hon. George Murray. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
There being no business, the board was adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, November 8, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 


H. Allen. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
The motion of Mr. Putnam, moving the board to set aside the order confirming to John Jones 100 acres 


of land, was this day taken into consideration by the board, and ordered to be continued for further inves- 
tigation, 

Juan Oliver presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres of land 
on St. John’s river, near Dunn’s lake. Filed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, November 10, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William H. Allen. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 4 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, November 11, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hon. George Murray. 
There being no business, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, November 12, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hon. George Murray. 

Ordered, That the cases now upon the docket which have been submitted, and those which have been 
translated and read before the board as prepared for trial, shall be acted upon and disposed of as they 
stand upon the docket after Monday next, unless good cause can be shown for delay or a continuance. 

The board adjourned until Monday next, 15th instant, at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, November 15, 1824. 


a Pe board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
. Allen. 
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Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. ; ; : 
No business appearing, the board adjourned until Friday, the 19th instant, at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Fripay, November 19, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board under 
their order. 

No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until Monday next, the 22d instant, 


at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, November 22, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of Mr. Strong, attorney for claimant, he obtained leave to amend the memorial on the 
following claim, viz: Bartolo. Maestre, for 300 acres of land. 

The board resumed the consideration of the claim of Bernardo Segui vs. The United States, for 16,000 
acres of land, and examined Francis de Medecis as witness therein on the part of the claimant. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 3 o’clock ‘p. m. 


TuEspay, November 238, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 


H. Allen. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m, 


Wenpnespay, November 24, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

James Hagen presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres of land 
situated on the north side of the river Miami. Filed. 

Polly Lewis presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres of land 
situated about one mile south of the river Miami, near Cape Florida. Filed. 

Jonathan Lewis presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 640 acres 
situated about two miles south of the river Miami, near Cape Florida. Filed. 

Mrs. Hagens presented her memorial to this board. praying confirmation of title to 640 acres of land 
situated on the south side of the river Miami, near Cape Florida. Filed. 

The attorney for claimant in the following cases obtained leave, and amended the memorials thereof, 
viz: Pedro de Cala, for 500 acres of land; same, for 200 acres of land. 

Lazaro Ortega vs. The United States, for 88 acres of land. This case being called, and ndt being 
prepared for trial, was laid over. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, November 25, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board resumed the consideration of the claim of Bernardo Segui, esq., vs. The United States, for 
16,000 acres of land, and examining George J. F. Clarke, Pedro Miranda, and Eusebio M. Gomez as 
witnesses therein on the part of the claimant. 

The board resumed the consideration of the following claims, and confirmed the same, viz: Seymour 
Picket, for 350 acres of land; Robert Shepard, for 100 acres of land; Henry Martin’s heirs, for 400 acres 
of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, November 26, 1824. 


” a board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Robert Walker vs. The United States, for 100 acres of land at Mosquito. This case being called, 
after examing Gabriel W. Perpall therein, the board confirmed the same. 

Robert Gilbert vs. The United States, for 100 acres of land on Matanza river. This case came by its 
attorney, and being prepared for trial, was confirmed. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 11 o’clock a. m. 
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Monpay, November 29, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
, Allen. wa : 
H Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock 


a. Mm. 
Turespay, November 30, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. , en P 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 


day under their order. — . 
No business appearing before the board, it was adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, December 1, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Pedro Cocifacio vs. The United States, for 522 acres of land on Guana creek. This case being called, 
came by its attorney, and being prepared for trial, was confirmed by the board. 

On motion of the attorneys, the board resumed the consideration of the following cases, and confirmed 
the same, viz: 

Gabriel Priest, 500 acres on Black creek, St John’s river; and Edward M. Wanton, 600 acres on 
Coleson’s creek, St. John’s river. 

The board reconsidered the case of Robert Gilbert vs. The United States, for 100 acres of land on 
Matanzas river, which was confirmed the 26th ultimo; and as it was found that said tract was undefined 
in quantity, it was therefore ordered that the same be recommended to Congress. 

Emanuel D. Mott, for 640 acres, under the donation act. This case coming in for adjudication, and 
the board rejecting, as evidence, affidavits offered in evidence by claimant, upon the motion of claimant by 
his attorney, it is ordered that this case stand confirmed, and that he have leave to introduce witnesses, 
and that the same are ordered to be subpcenaed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, December 2, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of claimant, by his attorney, the board took into consideration the case of Nicholas 
Estefanopoly vs. The United States, for 2,500 acres of land; and examined Francis Ferreira, Bernardo 
Segui, and José B. Reyes, as witnesses therein on the part of the claimant, which was submitted, as also 
the claim of Isaac N. Cox for 500 acres, being part of the above claim. 

Joseph 8. Sanchez vs. The United States, for 20 acres of land on Anastasia island. The attorney for 
claimant obtained leave and presented the foregoing claim for adjudication; and the board not being 
sufficiently advised concerning said claim, it was therefore ordered to be continued for further investiga- 
tion. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, December 3, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida; attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock 
a. m. 


Saturpay, December 4, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until Monday next, the 6th instant, at 11 o’clock 
a. m. 


Monpay, December 6, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Mr. Drysdale obtained leave, and filed the following documents, viz: 

Robert Harvey Simpson and Ann Simpson, his wife, claim for 5,000 acres of land. Original grant, 
and certificate of no compensation having been made by the British government. 

John Holland and Jane Holland, his wife, claim for 5,000 acres of land. Original grant, and certificate 
of no compensation by the British government. 
Elihu Hall Bay and Margaret Bay, claim for 5,000 acres of Jand. Original grant, and certificate of no 

compensation by the British government. 
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The heirs of Andrew Turnbull, various claims. Certificate that no compensation was ever made } 
the British government for any lands executed to Andrew Turnbull, and certified copy of Dr. Andrew 
Turnbull’s will. 
James Marshall, in a claim, filed certificate of no compensation by the British government. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 





Turespay, December 7, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, December 8, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, December 9, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board thig 
day under their order. 

William Evans, by his attorney, James Hughes, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
firmation of title to 640 acres of land, under the donation act, situated on Durbin’s creek, on the road 
leading from St. Augustine. Filed. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board took under consideration the claim of John Jones for 
640 acres of land, under the donation act; and examined Samuel Fairbanks as a witness on the part of the 
United States therein, and the claim was submitted. 

The board took under consideration the claim of Emanuel D. Mott for 640 acres of land under the 
donation act; and the affidavits of Samuel Fairbanks and John Jones were read as evidence therein, and 
the claim was submitted. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, December 10, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board was this day occupied in making up their report to Congress, and no other business 
appearing, it was adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, December 11, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

José Simon Sanchez vs. The United States, for 20 acres of land on Anastasia island. This case being 
called up, on motion of claimant’s attorney, the memorial thereof was amended, and the board confirmed 
the same,injfavor of the heirs of Francis X. Sanchez. 

Elihu Woodruff and others, for 350 acres of land on St. John’s river, at a place called New Buena 
Vista. In this case it was ordered, upon motion of claimants’ attorney, that the case be opened, and the 
same be reinstated on the docket. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, December 13, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board took into consideration the case of John D. Vaughn, for 950 acres of land situated on 
Nassau river, and confirmed the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock a. m. 


TurEspay, December 14, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 11 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, December 15, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of Florida, attended the board this day 
under their order. 

Joseph Higginbottom, by his attorney, Waters Smith, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to 640 acres of land, under the donation act, situated on the upper landing of 
Little’St. Mary’s river. Filed. 
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Henry Sevenney, by his attorney, Waters Smith, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
frmation of title to 640 acres of land, under the donation act, situated on the west side of St. John’s river, 
two and a half miles north of Jacksonville. Filed. 

Mary Lewis, by her attorney, Waters Smith, presented her memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of — = 640 acres of land, under the donation act, situated on the river Miami, near Cape 

‘ida. Filed. — , 
‘ia John D. Braddock, by his attorney, Waters Smith, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
firmation of title to 640 acres of land under, the donation act, situated on the south side of Little St. 
Mary’s river. Filed. ; 

The board took into consideration the claim of James Riz and others, for 640 acres of land, situated 
at Picolata, on St. John’s river, and produced as evidence therein the depositions of George Coles and 
Horatio S. Dexter; and the board being fully advised of and concerniig the case, it was ordered to be 
reported to Congress under the donation act. 

Margaret Acosta vs. The United States, for 640 acres of land, situated north and without the gates of 
the city of St. Augustine. 

The claimant produced as evidence in said case the depositions of John Gianopoly and Peter Masters; 
and the board not being sufficiently advised therein, ordered the same to be continued. 

William Bardin vs. The United States, for six lots of land, situated at a place called St. Anthony, St. 
John’s river. On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board took into consideration the said claim, and, 
after examining Joseph Hagen therein, confirmed the same to the widow and other heirs of Uriah Bowden. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, December 16, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board was this day occupied in making out their report to Congress. 

No other business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, December 17, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board was this day occupied in making out their report to Congress. 

No other business appearing, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, December 18, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment., Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board resumed the consideration of the case of Antelm Gay vs. The United States for a lot of 
land in Fernandina, Amelia island, and confirmed the same. 

The case of Joseph M. Hernandez, for 635 acres of land, was reconsidered and reconfirmed by the 
board. 

The board adjourned until Monday next, the 20th instant, at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, December 20, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. , 

The following cases were this day reconsidered and reconfirmed by the board, viz: 

James and Emanuel Ormond, 2,000 acres; Francis Avice, 115 acres; Joseph M. Hernandez, 455 
acres. 

The board reconsidered the following cases, and recommended the same for confirmation, viz: 

Michael Crosby’s heirs, 2,000 acres; same, 500 acres; Francis P. Sanchez, 250 acres; Shadrick 
Standley, 300 acres. The board resumed the consideration of these cases, and confirmed the same. 

Joseph Summerall vs. The United States, for 150 acres of land. There not appearing sufficient 
evidence in the opinion of the board to confirm said claim, the same was rejected. 

Daniel C. Hart vs. The United States, for 150 acres of land. The board reconsidered said case, and 
ordered that the same lie over for further investigation. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turspay, December 21, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

_ Mary Ann Davis vs. The United States, for 175 acres of land, situated on an island called Key 

Biscayno, one of the Florida keys. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, this case was called and confirmed by the board. 

The board resumed the consideration of the case of Nicolasa Gomez’s heirs vs. The United States, for 
1,200 acres, situated at Hillsboro’ river, and confirmed the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Wenyespay, December 22, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The board was this day occupied in making out their report to Congress. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, December 23, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board thig 
day under their order. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fray, December 24, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of claimant's attorney, the board took into consideration the case of Bartolome de Castro y 
Ferrer vs. The United States, for 2,2664 acres of land, situated at San Pablo, about forty miles north of 
St. Augustine, and, Francis J. Fatio being examined therein, the board confirmed the same. 

The board resumed the consideration of the claims of Fernando de la Maza Arredondo & Son for 
four leagues of land to each wind, and Peter Mitchell’s claim for one-fourth of the said four leagues 
situated at Alachua, and ordered that the same be reported to Congress for confirmation. 

The board adjourned. 


Tvespay, December 28, 1824. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney, attended the board this day under their order. 
Samuel Clark and George 8. Brew vs. The United States, for 3,000 acres of land, situated on St. 
Mary’s river. The board resumed the consideration of said claim, and confirmed the same. 
On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board took under consideration the following claims, and recom- 
mended the same for confirmation, viz: 
Joseph F. White, two-thirds of 2,000 acres; same, two-thirds of 1,800 acres; Henry Eckford, 1,000 
acres. 
On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board took up the claim of Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, for 
2,000 acres of land, and confirmed the same. 
The following claims, as being part of F. M. Arredondo & Son’s grant of four leagues of land to each 
wind, situated in Alachua, were this day recommended by the board for confirmation, viz: 
Alexander M. Muir ef al., in trust for the Florida Association, for 30,720 acres; N. Brush, 10,000 
acres; Elisha Huntington, 10,000 acres; same, 2,000 acres. 
On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of the case of Mary Acosta vs, 
The United States, for 640 acres of land, situated within the 1,500 varas north of the city of St. Augus- 
tine, and confirmed to said claimant 3413 English yards in front on the east side of the road, and in depth 
running to the North river. 
We certify that the foregoing sheets contain a correct transcript from the minutes of the board of 
land commissioners since the last report to Congress. 
DAVIS FLOYD. 
GEORGE MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 


Test: F, J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


Sr. Avevustine, January 1, 1825. 
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LANDS TO BE TAXED BY THE STATES AFTER SALE BY THE UNITED STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 26, 1825. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the joint resolution of May 24, 
1824, proposing “that the several States which have been admitted into the Union under any com- 
pact prohibiting such States from levying and collecting a tax on land for five years next succeeding 
the sale of such land by the United States, shall be severally permitted, whenever they may deem it 
expedient, to subject all lands hereafter sold by the United States within their respective limits to 
the — tax that they may levy and collect on lands not subject to the provisions of such compact,” 
reported: 


_ That the first compact securing the exemption from taxation mentioned in the resolution was entered 
into between the State of Ohio and the United States upon the admission of that State into the Union. A 
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similar stipulation has been entered into with each State since admitted into the Union in which the 
United States were possessed of public lands. At the time of making those contracts the vast quantities 
of uninhabited public lands were, and still continue to be, of great importance to the United States in 
ect both to the settlement of those lands and the revenue to be derived from the sale of them. 
To afford every reasonable facility and encouragement calculated to effect these objects has been at 
all times the evident policy and interest of the government. The means adopted have been the sale of 
the public lands. To hold out every proper inducement to purchasers was the object of the United States 
in framing its land system, which, in all the subsequent legislation on that subject, has never been lost 
sight of. This exemption from taxation was no doubt intended to be an inducement to purchasers, and, at 
the same time, to secure to the government, to a certain extent, the payment of the purchase money by pre- 
yenting any part of the means of the debtor from being drawn from him by taxation during the time given 
him to comply with his engagement to the government. 

This arrangement with the States was, therefore, unquestionably politic, and has, without doubt, had 
its effect, among other causes, in advancing the settlement of the country. Under recent modifications, 
however, of the land system, this exemption from taxation has entirely ceased to operate as a security for 
the payment of the purchase money, and, in the opinion of the committee, has also ceased to be an induce- 
ment of any serious moment with the purchaser that would in any case be likely to determine him to 
purchase or deter him from doing so. Under the credit system, when the purchaser took upon himself a 
debt equal to all his means and ability to discharge during the term of credit given him, he might be 
deterred from entering into the contract with the government, if any portion of his resources were liable to 
be diverted into another channel. Since the abolition of credit, when the purchaser no longer anticipates 
his means, but pays when he purchases, it would seem that a liability to contribute, in common with his 
fellow-citizens, to the support of the government from which he receives the same common protection they 
enjoy, would not enter into his calculation in making his contract. Your committee know of no State in 
the Union in which a system of taxation prevails burdensome to its people, or that could for a moment 
deter any person intending to become an actual settler from purchasing land for the purpose of settlement. 
The committee, from the view they have taken of the object of the resolution, cannot see that the interest 
of the general government would be in any way injuriously affected by granting to the States the 
proposed authority to levy taxes upon all lands hereafter sold by the United States. The abolition of 
credit has rendered the exemption from taxation subsequent to the sale of the public land of little or no 
value to the general government, while its operation upon the States that are parties to the compact 
remains uninfluenced by this modification of the land system. The effect in those States where the public 
lands have been recently brought into market and meet with a rapid sale is to impose upon a part of the 
community, perhaps a minority, the burden incident to the maintenance and support of the government of 
the whole. The expense of every government must necessarily bear some proportion to its population, 
and the former has generally been found to keep pace in its increase with the increase of the latter. In 
most of the new States, with the greatest abundance of real estate, there is very little personal property, 
and that little requires to be fostered. The consequence of this has been, and must continue to be, that 
the revenue of their governments has been derived almost exclusively from land taxation. An immunity 
from taxation enjoyed by a large class of citizens will necessarily lead to one of two results: either to 
impose an undue burden of taxes upon a part of the community, or occasion the necessary revenue for 
the support of government to be anticipated by contracting a public debt to avoid this unequal burden, 
and in this way increase the tax of the purchaser of the public land so soon as his exemption terminates. 

The State of Ohio furnishes a striking illustration of the operation of this compact, and of what will 
be its probable operation in Illinois, Missouri, and some of the other new States, for some years to come. 
For the first fifteen years after the admission of Ohio into the Union the population of that State more 
than doubled every five years; the consequence of which was, that during that time less than one-half of 
its people were obliged to bear the whole expense of the government. This is a state of things that ought 
not to exist without some good reason, and ought to terminate when the reason ceases. The committee, not 
being able to foresee that the interests of the United States will be likely to suffer any injury, and that an 
invidious inequality in the taxation of those States where large quantities of public lands may be sold in 
the course of a few years will be abolished by the adoption of the resolution, recommend it to the House 
accordingly for adoption. 


resp 
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BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS, BY THE’ PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, DECEMBER 6, 1825. 


DepartMent oF War, Bounty Land Office, November 23, 1825. 
Sir: Agreeably to instructions, I herewith hand you the annual report of the business of this office 
for the year ending the 22d instant. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. M. STEUART, Clerk. 


Hon. James Barzour, Secretary of War. 
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Abstract of the number of warrants issued for military bounty lands for services in the late war, from 
November 22, 1824, to November 22, 1825, inclusive, viz: 


1. Authorized by the act of December 24, 1811, and January 11, 1812..................... 167 
2. Authorized by the act of February 6, 1812, (volunteers,) .........cceeececee cers eccees 4 
3. Authorized by the act of December 10, 1814. .........ccccesescsccccccesssccccccccess 3 
4. Authorioed by the act of March 5, 1616. ...... 2.2. cece ccsewccsercesccesesecssccceces 3 

| Ee Eee ret errr eT Tee ere eet eee eee ee 117 
Number of warrants of the first and second description, 171 of 160 acres each ............. 27,360 
Number of warrants of the third description, 3 of 320 acres each ..............00008. aes 960 
Number of warrants of the fourth description, 3, (Canadian volunteers,) ................... 800 

Ce eins BAL ieee dn be eee ee eee eee Cee eee 29.120 


N. B.—In this class of claims officers received land in different proportions from privates. 


Return of claims which have been deposited in the office from October 1, 1824, to September 30, 1825, 
inclusive, viz: 



































Discharges and posthumous claims ............0ccecccccccenccccceccsescccscecencesens 494 
Discharges on file at date of last report awaiting further evidence of service, &............ 474 
es ne eine tee Oak Gk set Chk e Rn bEWs Deen 968 
Whereof number admitted for which warrants have issued.............0-++eeeee- 166 
Whereof number returned to the applicants for further evidence, or rejected........ 336 
Whereof number remaining on file, awaiting further evidence of service, &c........ 466 
968 
The number of claims for five years’ half-pay pension, in lieu of bounty land, remaining on file 
at date of last report, awaiting evidence of death in service, &c., were..........2.06. ‘ 18 
Subsequently called up and admitted. ............ccccccccccccccccesscsesssossesseseses 3 
15 
The number of “Canadian volunteer” claims remaining on file at the date of last report, await- 
fame farther evatence Of right to Claim, WETO .... ... <2. eee ne cccssccsccseeessseeececees 128 
Sony GREENE UP GN UTNNO oii ioe ce iik a dices cocoa cevr ess taton ere seoccses 3 
125 
The number of revolutionary claims on file at date of last report, awaiting additional vouchers, 
CRE ES CULE CREE etek CUN 5a SRN ORE SAN AES 6 Sas ESA NT ARE OREN DOSE ROW HOO 97 
Received from October 1, 1824, to September 30, 1825, inclusive.............eecceecceeees 462 
559 
Disposed of as follows, viz: 
Rejected, not being entitled to land, or which had been previously satisfied........ 386 
Admitted as being entitled, but awaiting additional documents, or authority to call 
ee SU oak isk ks odndcESN NU HSKNe CODE SOEs KA cee enne 17 
Suspended and still kept on file till known to what line of the army, &c., they were 
et ba C Cee wa Cn ae NV KEAS SORE NO ORK S 52 
TET TCT OT CTT TT TTT OTC LOTT TE TTC Eee 44 
559 
Viz: 
First class.—To lieutenant colonels, two of 450 acres each.......... 2 cee cece cece ee eees 900 acres. 
Second class—To surgeon, one of 400 acres.......... Pibeee. ALTE ENETS SE CURES ee RES 400 acres. 
Third class.—To captains, eight of 300 acres each. .........cc ccc cece cecccccccsccccees 2,400 acres. 
Fourth class—To lieutenants, twelve of 200 acres each...,.......eeeceeeees (iadeaa sew 2,400 acres. 
ener NN NE RUD WINING do onc 6s sd cds Seer tiviee eeSee Sse sea eaeed wees 150 acres. 
Sixth class—To rank and file, twenty of 100 acres each...........c sc eeeese cc ceeeeeces . 2,000 acres. 





8,250 acres. 








_ There are fifty-nine revolutionary land warrants issued to officers and privates now in the office, 
signed by Generals Knox and Dearborn when they were at the head of the department, and which have 


not yet been called for. 
WM. M. STEUART, Clerk. 
Department or War, Bounty Land Office, November 22, 1825. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR RELIEF OF PURCHASERS AND FOR REDUCTION IN 
PRICE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 14, 1825. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION respecting purchasers of public lands. 


Whereas many of the citizens of this State, purchasers of public lands, omitted to take advantage of 
the extended credit granted to them by acts of Congress under certain regulations—some being under a 
moral conviction that the earnings of honest labor would enable them to accomplish the original purchase, 
and others being ignorant of the requisition required, of applying to the register of their land district and 
filing an application under the law, to benefit by its enactments; whereas the honest purposes of many 
citizens have been frustrated by the increased depression of the staple productions of our soil, the scarcity 
of money, and the price of both real and personal property, and even the hope of others has darkened into 
despair by the authorized construction given to acts passed for their relief, which restricts all relinquish- 
ments received in payment to such certificates as were registered for extended credit; and whereas it 
cannot be the policy or the interest of the general government to exact a forfeiture of money for property 
which, in many cases, reverts, with improvements, without any wilful delinquency, and solely on account 
of paralyzed enterprise and general distress, but must rather be its aim and desire to grant equitable 
relief to all: Therefore— 

Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their exertions to extend the salutary effects of laws heretofore 
passed for the relief of purchasers of public land to all holders of certificates who failed to file their appli- 
cation for extended credit, that they, or their legal representatives, shall hereafter be allowed to apply the 
instalments paid in the same manner and with the same privileges as they could now do if they had filed 
their application for credit with the register of their respective land districts. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be, and he is hereby, requested to forward a copy of the 
foregoing preamble and resolution to each of our senators and representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, as svon as convenient, with a request that they may present the same to the House of 
Representatives, of which they are members. 

STEPHEN C. STEVENS, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES B. RAY, President of the Senate pro tempore. 


Approved January 21, 1825. 
WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 


Srate oF Inptana, Secretary’s Office. 
I, William W. Wick, secretary of state for the State aforesaid, certify the foregoing to be a correct 
and faithful copy of the original roll on file in this office. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 


hand and affixed the seal of the State aforesaid, this 28th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1825. 
[L. s.] WM. W. WICK. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


Your memorialists, the general assembly of the State of Indiana, respectfully submit to the considera- 
tion of your honorable body the cases of many of our citizens whose lands were forfeited to the govern- 
ment prior to the passage of the several acts of Congress for the relief of purchasers of public lands. 
The several acts of indulgence passed by Congress within the last four years, whereby thousands of our 
citizens have been rescued from impending ruin, and a comfortable home secured for themselves and 
families, have not only accorded with a just and benevolent policy, but have elicited towards the general 
government the warmest gratitude of a great and rising community. So far as sacrifices made, hardships 
endured, and dangers encountered, constitute claims on the tenderness and forbearance of government, 
it is confidently believed that the early settlers and first purchasers of the public lands in our western 
wilderness present a more emphatic appeal to the liberality of government than the great majority of 
of those who, at a later period, received its indulgence on a view of the several considerations which the 
history of our settlements renders familiar to many of your honorable body, and which cannot fail to 
strike the representatives of the people with their just force. Your memorialists are induced respectfully 
to suggest the expediency of permitting, by law, those individuals who, prior to the act of Congress for 
relief of purchasers of public lands passed in 1821, suffered a forfeiture of lands on which one or more 
payments had been made to apply the amount of their forfeitures in the purchase of other lands, confining 
them to the districts wherein the forfeitures accrued. In connexion with this subject your memorialists 
beg leave to introduce another suggestion of still greater importance to the interests of the State. They 
would respectfully submit the expediency of reducing the price of public lands in those districts where 
they have been offered for sale for ten or more years, and have not yet found purchasers. 

In many of the oldest counties of this State there are extensive tracts of lands of an inferior quality, 
which it cannot be expected will find purchasers whilst they are held at the same prices for which lands 
of the best quality can be procured. These lands, if not brought into market by a reduction of the prices, 
will either remain in a wilderness state, or be deprived of all value by interlopers and trespassers, whose 
rude and transient settlements are a nuisance to society, and directly tend to the discouragement and 
suppression of all honest industry and enterprise. It is confidently believed that a course of policy that 
should favor the compactness of our settlements rather than their extension would be productive of the 
happiest effects. The natural curiosity and adventurous spirit of our citizens have hitherto prompted 
and will continue to invite large numbers to the extreme verge of civilization. It is the policy of 
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enlightened legislation to curtail this unlimited range, and, by social allurements, to reclaim our wanderin 
tribes to the blessings of humanity and refinement. This is alone tuo be effected by increasing and 
multiplying the means of education; and, to enable our citizens to enjoy these means in their full slens 
the settlements of our country must become more compact. In a pecuniary point of view it is believed 
that the government would gain rather than lose by the measure proposed. _ If the price of inferior lang 
in the old districts continue the same, very few will be sold. It is not indulging a spirit of rash conjecture 
to say that future sales at the present prices will not more than defray the expenses of the officers on 
districts; whereas, if the price is reduced to one-half or a third of the present standard, numerous gales 
will be effected, and the interest of the money accruing on the sales will insure a greater profit to the 
government than can reasonably be expected from adhering to the present order of things. F 

This reduction would furnish strong motives to many a parent to enlarge his domain in such manner 
as to provide for the settlement of his children around him. It would check that spirit of avarice which 
severs the dearest ties of blood and friendship in quest of remote wilds. It would foster the spirit of 
fellowship and kindred feeling by uniting in harmonious neighborhoods friends and kindred, anq 
enable them to realize, in a much shorter time, the rich advantages and social enjoyments of our parent 
States. If the suggestion hazarded by the general assembly should be favorably received and acted 
upon, the tide of emigration may not move so rapidly, but it will never retrograde; for the loss of life 
and health, which is the frequent consequence of the exposures necessary in making new scttlementgs 
would seldom be witnessed, and the discouragements which these losses occasion would cease to retard 
the improvement of our country. By the adoption of the measure proposed government would be enabled 
in a few years to discontinue several land offices which must shortly become a burden; our State would 
derive the most sensible advantage from the superior compactness of its settlements; society would be 
ameliorated by the facilities afforded to education; and the Union at large receive a vast accession of 
moral and political strength. In offering the preceding suggestions to the consideration of your honorable 
body, the general assembly disavow and disclaim the slightest intentions of dictating a course of legisla. 
tion which is safely confided to your superior wisdom, They, in commen with their fellow-citizens, have 
largely experienced the munificent policy of the general government, and will be the last to distrust the 
equitable spirit by which the affairs of the Union are administered. 

DAVID H. MAXWELL, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JAMES B. RAY, President of the Senate pro tem. 
Approved January 30, 1824. 
WILLIAM HENDRICKS. 
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APPLICATION OF MISSOURI IN FAVOR OF ACTUAL SETTLERS, AND FOR FIELD NOTES, 
PLATS, AND DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 14, 1825. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the legislature of the State of Missouri respectfully represents: That, notwithstanding 
the liberality of the general government, it is believed that there are many persons who had migrated to 
the then district of upper Louisiana, now State of Missouri, before the change of government, who were 
actually here on December 20, 1803; but, owing to the peculiar situation of the country then and their 
individual circumstances, the laws of Congress heretofore have not embraced their case. Those persons 
who had removed from other States expressly for the purpose of procuring lands whereon to settle their 
families, but finding that the article of provision was very scarce, in general the population small and 
scattering, and the savages, though professedly friendly, were so numerous, and frequently committing 
depredations on the stock of the inhabitants in such manner as to excite suspicion and occasion alarms, 
particularly among the women and children, in such manner as to prevent in some instances families from 
residing on the land selected for that purpose; while some were influenced, as above, to remain with or 
near their friends for the sake of sustenance and protection, others, and particularly mechanics, were 
obliged to betake themselves to villages for the same object, and not being able to see what would ulti- 
mately be requisite to entitle them to land have been entirely disappointed; whereas, if they had not been 
deterred from residing on the place of their choice at the time required by law, their claim would have 
been granted by the board of commissioners appointed for that purpose. Your memorialists, therefore, 
respectfully represent that in all cases where a notice has been filed, according to law, with the recorder 
of land titles, and where such persons or their legal representatives remain in the country, it would be an 
act of justice and liberal policy in your honorable body to provide further for claims of this description 
as you, in your wisdom, may deem reasonable and just. 

Resolved, That the executive of this State be required to cause one copy of the foregoing memorial 
to be forwarded to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, and one to each of 
our senators and representatives in Congress. 

H. S. GEYER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. J. WILLIAMS, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 


Approved January 26, 1825. FREDERICK BATES. 
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TT the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The general assembly of the State of Missouri most respectfully represent to your honorable body 
that the people of this State labor under great inconvenience relative to their lands. At present there is 
put one office in the State from which full information can be obtained as to the precise boundaries of 
much of our land, and that office is not under the control of the State. It is true that at the several land 
offices in the State partial information may be obtained, but neither are these under the control of the 
State. Your memorialists fully believe that the prosperity of the Union is deeply connected with that of 
the individual States, and that the prosperity of this State would be greatly promoted by having, under 
the control of this State, a complete record or copy of the field notes, plats, and descriptions of all lands 
which have been surveyed in this State, and also of all the lands in the State which may hereafter be 
surveyed, as soon as may be convenient after such surveys are completed. 

Such a record would greatly aid in collecting the revenue of the State, and would prevent much 
future litigation. Precision in our boundaries and clearness in our titles would induce emigration, and 
prosperity would ensue. But these desirable objects cannot be attained in any other way than from the 
liberality of the general government. Your memorialists believe that the expense which would accrue to 
the United States by the appointment of a few additional clerks for this purpose, who should, under the 
superintendence of the surveyor general of public lands in this State, make for this State such a record 
or copy, would be very inconsiderable, when viewed in connexion with the great good that would result 
to this State therefrom. Such record, when obtained, it is contemplated to file with the auditor of public 
accounts, and from thence to send unto each county in this State, to the recorder in such county, a com- 
plete record of all the lands within the limits of such county. Your memorialists moreover believe that 
full knowledge of the situation of all public lands being thus rendered more accessible to all persons, the 
sale of such land would be thereby promoted. All of which is submitted to the wisdom, discretion, and 
liberality of your honorable body, &e. 

H. S. GEYER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
B. H. REEVES, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved January 14, 1825. FREDERICK BATES. 


[The following letter was subsequently addressed to the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
of the House of Representatives on the subject of the foregoing memorial: ] 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 30, 1828. 


Sir: I return you the memorial of the State of Missouri on the subject of a record of lands in the 
State of Missouri. 

It would unquestionably be a matter of great accommodation to the people of the State of Missouri 
to have copies of all records in relation to their lands diffused through the State; and I perceive no objec- 
tion to their having them so diffused at their own expense. If the government undertake to incur the 
expense of furnishing a copy of the records of the surveyor’s office to the State of Missouri, it will neces- 
sarily be compelled to extend the same advantage to all the States in which public lands have been sold. 

With the view of permanently preserving the field notes and surveys, and to guard against accidents 
by increasing the number of these records, very substantial folio volumes were some time since procured 
by this office and forwarded to the surveyor general of St. Louis, with instructions to have all the field 
notes and surveys recorded in them, and as each volume was completed to return it to this office. 

No progress has been made as yet in making these records. The present surveyor, Colonel McRee, 
having found the records of that office very much in arrear, has not had time, with the aid of the clerks 
allowed, to make out the records necessary for the use of his office and to attend to the current business; 
he has repeatedly applied for additional aid, but it has not been granted. - 

The regulation above referred to was a general ene, but from a variety of causes no progress has 
been made in executing it, except in the State of Ohio. When these records shall have been completed 
in the offices of the surveyors respectively, it would be advisable that they be deposited either perma- 
nently with the executive of each State, or so long as it may be necessary for them to have copies made. 

With great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. J.C. Isacks, Chairman Committee on Public Lands, House of Representatives. 
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CLAIM OF THE MARQUIS DE MAISON ROUGE TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 19, 1825. 


Mr. Brent, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred the consideration of the report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury relative to the claim of the representatives of the Marquis de Maison Rouge to a 
large tract of land situated in the parishes of Ouachita and Catahoula, in Louisiana, by a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States of December 238, 1824, reported: 


That on March 17, 1795, the governor of Louisiana entered into a contract with the Marquis de 
Maison Rouge, of which the following is a copy: 
We, Francis Lewis Hector, Baron de Carondelet, knight of Malta, brigadier general of the royal 
armies of his Catholic Majesty, military and civil governor of the provinces of Louisiana and West 
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Florida; Don Francis Rendon, intendant of the army, and deputy superintendent of the royal domains j 
the said provinces; Don Joseph de Orue, knight of the royal and distinguished order of Charles the Thi “y 
principal accountant for the royal chests of this army, exercising the functions of fiscal of the a f 
domains, declare that we agree and contract with the Sefior Marquis de Maison Rouge, an i 
French knight, who has arrived in this capital from the United States, to propose to us to brin gh 
these provinces thirty families, who are also emigrants, and who are to descend the Ohio for the a — 
of forming an establishment with them on the lands bordering upon the Washita, designed princi rll os 
the culture of wheat and the erection of mills for manufacturing flour, under the following pare se ™ 

Ist. We offer, in the name of his Catholic Majesty, whom God preserve, to pay out of the ro l 
treasury two hundred dollars to every family composed of two white persons fit for agriculture, or for tn 
arts useful and necessary to this establishment, as house or ship carpenters, blacksmiths, and locksmit! : 
and four hundred to those having four laborers; and in the same way one hundred to those having e 
more than one useful laborer or artificer, as before described, with his family. — 

2d. At the same time we promise, under the auspices of our sovereign monarch, to assist them forward 
from New Madrid to Washita with a skilful guide, and the provisions necessary for them till their arrival 
at their place of destination. 

3d. The expenses of transportation of their baggage and implements of labor, which shall come } 
sea to this capital, shall be paid on account of the royal domains, and they shall be taken on the ni 
account from this place to the Washita, provided that the weight shall not exceed three thousand iil 
for each family. ? . 

4th. There shall be granted to every family containing two white persons fit for agriculture ten 
arpents of land, extending back forty arpents, and increasing in the same proportion to those which shall 
contain a greater number of white cultivators. 

5th. Lastly, it shall be permitted to the families to bring, or to cause to come with them, European 
servants, who shall bind themselves to their service for six or more years, under the express condition 
that, if they have families, they shall have a right, after their term of service is expired, to receive a grant 
of land proportioned in the same manner to their numbers. Thus we promise as we have here stated: 
and that it may come to the knowledge of those families which propose to transport themselves hither, 
we sign the present contract with the aforesaid Sefior Marquis de Maison Rouge, to whom, that it may 


be made plain, a certified copy shall be furnished. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
FRANCIS RENDON. 
JOSEPH DE ORUE. 
7 THE MARQUIS DE MAISON ROUGE. 
New Orteans, March 17, 1795. 


July 14, in the same year, this contract was approved by the King of Spain. 


Having laid before the King what you have made known in your letter of the 25th of April last, No. 
44, relative to the contract entered into with the Marquis of Maison Rouge, for the establishment on the 
Washita of the thirty families of farmers destined to cultivate wheat for the supply of these provinces, 
his Majesty, considering the advantages which it promises compared with the preceding, has been pleased 
to approve it in all its parts. By his royal direction I communicate it to you for your information. 
God preserve you many years. 
GARDOQUI. 


Maprip, July 14, 1795. 


To the Intendant of Louisiana: 
June 14, 1797, Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, certifies to have measured thirty superficial leagues 
for the said Marquis de Maison Rouge, as ordered by the governor general. 


No. 1. 
(Translation. ] 


Carlos Trudeau, surveyor general, &c., certifies to have measured, in favor of Marquis de Maison 
Rouge, the several tracts of land represented in those parts of the plat shaded with vermilion, which 
may contain thirty superficial leagues, to wit: the tract No. 1, on the right bank of the Washita, to be 
taken five arpents below the mouth of the Bayou de la Cheniere au Toudre, and thence descending to the 
Bayou Calumet, with a corresponding depth, to complete one hundred and forty thousand superficial 
arpents; the tract marked No. 2, on the left bank of the same river, commencing two leagues belcw Fort 
Miro, and at the point called L’aine, and extending one league below the Prairie de Lee, with a correspond- 
ing depth, to complete seventy thousand superficial arpents; the tract marked No. 3, to be taken in front 
of the Bayou Loutre, and thence on a line south 75° east, to the Bayou de Liar; which line to the Bayou 
de Liar, the Bayou Bartholemy, and the river Washita, are to include the tract No. 3; No. 4, on the right 
bank of Washita river, to be taken in front of the entry of Bayou Bartholemy; thence descending the river 
to Bayou la Loutre, with such depths as that the tracts Nos. 3 and 4 shall include the quantity of eight 
thousand three hundred and forty-four superficial arpents, which, added to the first two tracts, makes a 
total superfice of two hundred and eight thousand three hundred and forty-four superficial arpents, equal 
to the above said thirty leagues, at the rate of two thousand five hundred toises for the side of a league, 
the land measure in this province. Being well understood, that the land which may be included in the 
above, either by title in form or first decrees of concession, are not to be counted in computing the pre- 
ceding thirty leagues; on the contrary, the Marquis de Maison Rouge promises to be of no detriment to 
the settlers occupying previously any part of the land, but will maintain and support them in their rights, 
in consideration that, if the said thirty leagues shall suffer any diminution on account of previous occu- 
pants, the Marquis de Maison Rouge has the right, and there will be no objection to his supplying the 
deficiency in any other part where the land is vacant. And that it may so appear I give this, by order 


of the governor general, Baron de Carondelet. All which I certify. 
CARLOS TRUDEAU, éc. 
New Orteans, June 14, 1797. 
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The foregoing is the substance of the proces verbal (certificate) of the surveyor general subjoined 
to the plat (of which that on the other side is a copy) filed in the claim of Louis Bouligny, holding under 


Maison Rouge. 
L. CHACHIRE, Translator to the Board of Commissioners. 


Attest: L. Posty, Clerk of the Poard. 
Lanp Orrice, Oretousas, August 15, 1812. 


I certify that the above and the preceding page is a true copy from the report of the land commis- 
sioners of the western district of Orleans, dated December 14, 1812; and that the plat attached hereto is 
a copy of the plat attached to the said report. The original papers, copied in pages 67, 68, and 69, of the 
pook entitled Land Laws, are not in this office. 

JOSIAH MEIGS. 


General Lanp Orrice, December 12, 1820. 


On June 20, 1797, six days after the survey is stated to have been made, the governor general made 
the following order: 
The Baron de Carondelet, knight of the order of St. John, marshal de camp of the royal armies, governor 

general, vice patron of the provinces of Louisiana and West Florida, inspector of troops, &c.: 

Forasmuch as the Marquis de Maison Rouge is near completing the establishment of the Washita, 
which he was authorized to make for thirty families by the royal order of July 14, 1795, and desirous to 
remove, for the future, all doubts respecting other families or new colonists who may come to establish 
themselves, we destine and appropriate, conclusively, for the establishment of the aforesaid Marquis de 
Maison Rouge, by virtue of the powers granted to us by the King, the thirty superficial leagues marked 
in the plan annexed to the head of this instrument, with the limits and boundaries designated, with our 
approbation, by the surveyor general, Don Charles Laveau Trudeau, under the terms and conditions 
stipulated and contracted for by the said Marquis de Maison Rouge; and that it may at all times stand 
good, we give the present. Signed with our hand, sealed with our seal at arms, and countersigned by 
the underwritten honorary commissary of war, and secretary of his Majesty for this commandancy general. 

THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
Anpres Lopez Armisto. 


New Orteans, June 20, 1797. 


On August 5, 1803, Don Gilbert Leonard and Don Manuel Gonzales Armirez, Spanish officers, certified 
that the condition of the contract had been complied with. 


No. 2. 


Don Gilbert Leonard, treasurer of the army, exercising the functions of the royal accountant, and Don 
Manuel Gonzalez Armirez, exercising those of the treasurer, par interim, of the royal chests of this 
province of Louisiana: 

We certify that the two foregoing copies are conformable to the originals which remain in the 
archives of the ministry of the royal domains under our charge, and that the contractor, the Marquis de 
Maison Rouge, complied punctually with the terms which he proposed in the said contract; and that this 
may be made manifest, conformably to the order above inserted of. this intendancy general, we give the 
present in New Orleans, August 5, 1803. 

GILBERT LEONARD. 


MANUEL ARMIREZ. 


Upon this evidence the land commissioners, acting under the act of Congress of March 3, 1807, by 
their report, placed this claim amongst a class of cases recommended for confirmation. 

















No. 3. 
Claims to land in the county of Washita. 

| | 
Reported | Register’s By whom claimed. Original proprietor or claim- Quantity claimed. | Nature and date of title or | Class. 
number. | number, ant. | claim. 

| | | : 

| 
Sixteen. ... | Eleven. ...... | Louis Bouligny . ...... Marquis de Maison Rouge..| Thirty square leagues..| Spanish grant, June 20, 1797..) B. 














No. 16. 


The undersigned commissioners have compared the documents, title filed in this claim, with the 
translation of them in pages 67, 68, and 69, of the appendix to the book entitled ‘ Land Laws,” &c., and 
find the said translation to be correct so far as it goes. The certificate, or proces verbal, which the 
surveyor general has annexed to his plat, not appearing in said book, a translation of that document, 
together with a copy of the plat, is transmitted for the further elucidation of the claim. No oral or other 
testimony has been adduced before the board to establish the occupancy of any part of these lands, or that 
there has been a compliance, upon the part of the grantee, with the conditions stipulated in the contract, 
except the certificate under date of August 5, 1803, signed by Gilbert Leonard and Manuel Armirez, to 
the translation of which, in page 69 of the appendix of said book, the commissioners beg leave to refer. 

The undersigned have observed a remark in the 25th page of the introductory part of the book 
entitled “Land Laws,” that no patent has issued cn the claim under consideration. With great deference 
for that authority, the undersigned commissioners cannot but be of opinion that the instrument under 
date of June 20, 1797, is a patent (or what was usually, in Louisiana, denominated a title in form) 
transferring to the Marquis de Maison Rouge the title in as full and ample a manner as lands were 
usually granted by the Spanish government, subject, however, to the conditions stipulated in his contract 
with the government. The plat of survey above referred to will be found subjoined to this report. 


VoL. IvV-——55 c 











- grant to each person, according to the conditions of the contract, a certain number of acres of land, and 


I deliver the present, same date as above. CARLOS TRUDEAU, Surveyor. 
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All claims which did not exceed a league square were confirmed by act of Congress of April 29, 1816. 
and this being for a greater number of acres than are contained in a league square, was excluded from 
confirmation by said act, and is now presented for confirmation or rejection by Congress. 

The confirmation of this claim is resisted by the government of the United States upon several] 
grounds, amongst which are the following: P 

1. That the documents relied upon to establish the claim of the representatives of the Marquis de 
Maison Rouge to the thirty superficial leagues claimed, show that no contract or grant has ever been 
made to the Marquis de Maison Rouge in his own individual right, and that it was only a contract with 
him as agent of the persons he was to bring with him, by which the Spanish government bound itself to 


that De Maison Rouge did not acquire, by said contract, a right to dispose of said land by sale, deed, oy 
last will and testament, or in any other way. ; 

2. That the conditions of said contract were never fulfilled by the said Marquis de Maison Rouge 

3. That the said land never was surveyed, as certified, under the Spanish government; and if it 
were, that it was not done with a view to vest the Marquis de Maison Rouge with any right, individually 
but for the sole purpose of designating a certain number of acres of land upon which the new settlers 
might establish themselves as they came in, and out of which the promised grants of 400 arpents each 
was to be made to each family containing two white persons, according to the fourth condition in gaiq 
contract, and that said families not having settled the land as agreed, it remains as public land. 

4. That the said land never was intended, nor never was located, as pretended by the representatives 
of De Maison Rouge, but was at a different place. 

In support of these objections, and of others, to the confirmation of this claim, a reference has been 
made to the documents aforesaid, and to the depositions of sandry old inhabitants of Louisiana, and of 
Spanish officers, which were taken by proper authority, after due notice given, and which testimony is 
marked W, and accompanies this report; also to the certificate of Carlos Trudeau, translated by L, 
Derbigny April 17, 1804. 


[Translation. ] 


I, Don Carlos Trudeau, surveyor royal and particular of the province of Louisiana, &c., do certify 
that the present draught contains 144 superficial leagues, each league forming a square, the sides of which 
are in length 2,500 toises, (a toise is six French feet long,) measure of the city of Paris, according to the 
custom and practice of this colony, the said land being situated in the post of Ouachita, about eighty 
leagues above the mouth of that river, falling into Red river, adjoining on the part of the southwest to 
the eastern shore of the river and Bayou Ouachita, Bartholemy, and Sicard, conformable to the red line 
which borders the said river and bayous, bounded on the south part by a line drawn from the south 15° 
east, about three leagues and one mile long: beginning from the shore C, of the Bayou Sicard, and con- 
tinuing as far as the height of the junction A of the said Bayou Sicard with the Bayou Bartholemy; the 
said point A being as a basis on the line of measurement A B, of twelve leagues in length, parallel with 
the plane of Bayou Bartholemy, from the point A to the end of the said 12 leagues which terminates at 
point B, where is the mouth of the rivulet named Bayou Turniro; the lines D E and F G are parallel lines 
directed north 52° east, without minding the variation of the compass, which varies eight degrees to the 
northeast. In testimony, I deliver the present certificate, with the. draught hereto affixed, for the use of the 
Baron de Bastrop, June 14, 1797. I, the surveyor, having signed the same, and recorded in the book A, 
No. 1, folio 38, department No. 922 of the surveys. I do certify the present copies to be conformable to 
the original which are lodged in the office under my care, to which I refer, and at the request of a party 


I certify the above to be a true and faithful translation of the original certificate of survey written 


in the Spanish language, and to which is prefixed the plat of the land therein mentioned. 
L. DERBIGNY, Interpreter to the Government. 


New Orteans, April 17, 1804. 





From a careful examination of the foregoing documents and testimony, the committee are of the 
opinion that the decision in the present claim depends entirely upon a question of law as to the title, and 
upon the examination of witnesses as to several important points to be ascertained; and that an investi- 
gation of the claim by Congress would not only be attended with great delay, but with so many difficulties, 
that justice, as well to the parties interested as to the government of the United States, requires a 
reference of the decision of this claim to the United States court for the western district of Louisiana, 
with an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States; and for that purpose report a bill. 
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CLAIM OF THE BARON DE BASTROP TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 20, 1825. 


Mr. Brent, from the Select Committee to whom were referred, December 18, 1825, the petitions of the 
inhabitants of the county of Ouachita, in the State of Louisiana, and the owners of the land in the 
tract called “ Bastrop’s grant,” in said county, together with the accompanying documents, reported: 


That from the documents furnished, and from the title papers as published in the Land Laws of the 
United States, (of the authenticity of which they are unable to form any opinion,) it appears a petition 
was addressed to the governor general of Louisiana by De Bastrop, June 20, 1795, of which the following 


is @ copy: 
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To the governor general : 

The Baron de Bastrop, desirous of encouraging the population and cultivation of the Ouachita, 
and its neighborhood, of passing into the United States to complete the plan of emigration which he 
has projected, and from thence to return with his family, makes known to your lordship that it. is 
absolutely indispensable, on the part of the government, that a district be designated of about twelve 
leagues square, including the Bayou Liar and its vicinity, in which your petitioner may, without the 
least obstacle or delay, place the families he is about to bring in, on the express condition that 
concessions of land are to be made gratis, and under no title or pretext to exceed, at most, four 
hundred arpents square, with a view to prevent the introduction of negroes, and the making of indigo, 
which in that district will be entirely contrary and prejudicial to the cultivation of wheat, and will cause 
our petitioner irrecoverably to lose the expenses of his establishment. Your petitioner prays, also, that 
you will be pleased to grant him permission to export, for the Havana, the flour which may be manu- 
factured at the mills on the Ouachita, without confining him to sell it, absolutely, in New Orleans and 
other posts in this province, unless it should be necessary for their subsistence, in which case they ougbt 
always to have the preference. It is also indispensable that the government should charge itself with the 
conducting and support of the families which the petitioner may introduce from the post of New Madrid 
to Ouachita, by furnishing them with some provisions for the subsistence of the first months, and assisting 
them to commence the sowing of their seed, granting to those inhabitants who are not Catholics the 
same liberty of conscience as is enjoyed by those of Baton Rouge, Natchez, and other districts of the 
province, and without fixing, on the part of the government, conclusively, the number of families which 
your petitioner 1s to introduce. The zeal which 1 feel for the prosperity and encouragement of the province, 
joined to a desire of securing tranquillity and quictude to that establishment by removing at once what- 
ever obstacles might be opposed to those interesting objects, have induced me to represent to you what 
I have here done, hoping that you will recognize in these dispositions the best service of the King, and 
advancement of the province confided to your authority. New Orleans, June 20, 1795. 

DE BASTROP. 
Upon the 21st of June, 1795, an order was given upon said petition, of which the following is a copy: 
New Orteans, June 21, 1795. 


Seeing the advantages which will result from the establishment projected by Baron Bastrop, the 
commandant of Ouachita, Don. John Fathiol, will designate twelve leagues square, half on the side of the 
Bayou Liar and half on the side opposite the Ouachita, for the purpose of placing there the families which 
the said baron may direct, it being understood that no greater concession of land is to be given to any 
one than four hundred square arpents at inost, gratis, and free from all dues. With regard to the object 
of this establishment, it is to be for the cultivation of wheat alone. The exportation of the products of 
this province being free, the petitioner need not doubt that it will be allowed to him, for the flour which 
he may manufacture at the mills of the Ouachita, to the Havana and other places open to the free commerce 
of this province. The Government will charge itself with the conducting of the families from New Madrid 
to Ouachita, and will give them such provisions as may appear sufficient for their support during six 
months, and proportionably for their seeds. They shall not be molested in matters of religion, but the 
apostolical Roman Catholic worship shall alone be publicly permitted. The petitioner shall be allowed 
to bring in as many as five hundred families: provided that, after the lapse of three years, if the major 
part of the establishmemt shall not have been made good, the twelve leagues square he destined for 
those whom the petitioner may place there shall be occupied by the families who may first present 


themselves for that purpose. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. [u. s.] 
tegistered: Anprez Lopez Armisto. 

Upon the 20th of June, 1796, a decree was given by the same governor general, as follows: 

The Baron de Carondelet, chevalier of the religion of St. John, marshal de camp of the royal armies, 
governor general, vice patron of the provinces of Louisiana, West Florida, and inspector of the troops, &c.: 
Whereas Baron Bastrop, in pursuance of his petition, dated 20th of June, of the year last past, and the 
decree of the 21st of the same month, has commenced the establishment of the Ouachita; that, for the 
fulfillment of the stipulation on the part of the government for avoiding, progressively, all obstacles, 
difficulties, and delays, and that the said baron might proceed, with every facility, in fixing the families 
which, to the number of five hundred, he was held to place or caused to be placed there, we have pro- 
ceeded to designate the twelve leagues intended for the said establishment, in the terms, with the limits, 
metes, and bounds, and in the place marked, fixed, and defined by the figured plan and description affixed 
to the head of this instrument, verified by the surveyor general, Don Charles Laveau Trudeau, it having 
now appeared to us to be also most expedient for avoiding all contest and dispute; and approving them, 
as we do approve them, by virtue of the authority which the King has granted to us, we do destine and 
appropriate, in his royal name, the aforesaid twelve leagues, in order that the said Baron Bastrop may 
establish them in the manner and under the conditions expressed in said petition and decree. We give 
the present, signed with our hand, sealed with the seal of our arms, and countersigned by the underwritten 
honorary commissary of war and secretary for his Majesty for this commandancy general. New Orleans, 
June 20, 1796. 

THE BARON DE CARONDELET. [1 s.] 


Anprez Lopez Armisto. 


Upon the 12th of June, 1797, De Bastrop presents another petition to the governor general, in the 
following words: 


To the governor general: 


Baron de Bastrop has the honor to make known to you that, it being his intention to establish in the 
Ouachita, it is expedient that you should grant to him a corresponding permission to erect there one or 
more mills, as the population may require, as also to shut up the Bayou de Liar, where he proposes to 
establish the said mills, with a dike in the place most convenient for his works; and as it appears neces- 
sary to prevent disputes in the progress of the affair, he begs also the grant along the Bayou Bartholemy, 
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from its source to its mouth, of six toises on each bank, to construct upon them the mills and works which 
he mey find necessary; and prohibiting every person from making upon said bayou any bridge, in order 
that its navigation may never be interrupted, as it ought at all times to remain free and unobstructed 
This request, sir, will not appear exorbitant when you are pleased to observe that your petitioner who 
will expend in these works twenty thousand dollars or more, will be exposed without these grants to lose 
all the fruits of his labors by the caprice or jealousy of any individual who, being established on this 
bayou, may cut off the water or obstruct the navigation, not to mention the loss which the province wil] 
sustain of the immense advantages to result from the useful project proposed for the encouragement of 
the agriculture and population of these parts. New Orleans, June 12, 1797. 
DE BASTROP, 





And upon the same day the governor general gave the grant, a copy of which follows: 

New Orleans, June 12, 1797. Considering the advantages to the population on the Ouachita, and 
the province in general, to result from the encouragement of the cultivation of wheat and the construction 
of flour mills, which the petitioner proposes to make at his own expense, I grant him, in the name of his 
Majesty, and by virtue of the authorities which he has conferred upon me, liberty to shut the Bayou de 
Liar, on which he is about to establish his mills, with a dike at the place most proper for the carrying on 
of his works. I also grant him the exclusive enjoyment of six toises of ground on each side of the Bayoy 
Bartholemy, from its source to its mouth, to enable him to construct the works and dams necessary for hig 
mills, it being understood that by this grant it is not intended to prohibit the free navigation of the said bayou 
to the rest of the inhabitants, who shall be permitted to use the same, withont, however, being permitted 
to throw across it any bridge, or to obstruct the navigation, which shall at all times remain free and open, 
Under the conditions here expressed, such mills as he may think proper to erect may be disposed of by 
the petitioner, together with the lands adjoining, as estates belonging entirely to him, in virtue of this 
decree, in relation to which the surveys are to be continued, and the commandant, Don John Fathiol, will 
verify and remit them to me, so that the person interested may obtain a corresponding title in form. It 
being a formal and express condition of this grant that at least one mill shall be constructed within two 


years, otherwise it is to remain null. 
THE BARON DE CARONDELET. [1 s.] 
Registered: Anpre Lopez Armisto. 


It also appears that a petition was made and decree granted, the same as the last mentioned, except 
that the petition asks for six toises of ground on each side of the Bayou de Liar, from its source to its 
mouth. 

It also appears that, upon the 16th of June, 1797, De Bastrop made a contract with the Spanish 
government, as follows: 

The Baron de Bastrop contracts with his Majesty to furnish, for the term of six months, rations to 
the families which he has latterly introduced at the post of the Ouachita, which are to be composed of 
twenty ounces of fresh bread, or an equivalent in flour, twelve ounces of fresh beef, or six of bacon, two 
ounces of fine menestra, or three of ordinary, and one-thousandth part of a celemin (about a peck) of salt, 
for which there is to be paid to him by the royal chests at the rate of a real and a half for each ration. 
For which purpose there shall be made out monthly a particular account, the truth and regularity of 
which shall be attested at foot by the commandant of that post. Under which conditions I oblige myself, 
with my person and estate, to the fulfilment of the present contract,*subjecting myself in all things 
to the jurisdiction of this general intendancy. 


In testimony of which, I sign it at New Orleans June 16, 1797. 
BARON DE BASTROP. 


And upon the same day the last contract was approved, as follows: 

New Orleans, (date as above.) I approve this contract in the name of his Majesty, with the inter- 
vention of Sefior Gilbert Leonard, principal contador of the army in those provinces, for its validity. Two 
certified copies are to be directed to the secretary, Juan Ventura Morales. With my intervention, Gilbert 
Leonard. Copy of the original, which remains in my keeping, and which I certify, and is taken out to be 
passed te the secretary of this general intendancy. New Orleans, ut supra. 

GILBERT LEONARD. 


New Orveans, June 18, 1797. 


Upon the 18th of June, 1797, the governor general directed the following order and decree to 
“De Bastrop :” 

Whereas the intendant, from the want of funds, has sOlicited the suspension of the last remittance 
of families until the decision of his Majesty, there ought to be no prejudice occasioned to you by the last 
paragraph of my decree, which expresses that if within three years the major part of the establishment 
shall not have been made good, such families as may first present themselves shall be located within the 
twelve leagues destined for the settlement which you have commenced; and this shall only have effect 
two years after the course of the contract shall have again commenced to be executed, and the determina- 
tion of his Majesty shall have been made known to you. You will always remain persuaded that, on my 
part, I will observe religiously the engagement I have contracted—a principle which has constantly 
distinguished the Spanish nation. 

God preserve you many years. 





THE BARON DE CARONDELET. 
Baron ve Bastrop. 


The above statement contains all the title papers which have been presented, and which were before 
the land commissioners for the western district of the late territory of Orleans, who reported against the 
legal representatives of De Bastrop, or the right of De Bastrop to any part of the intended grant of twelve 
leagues square, as will be seen by their several reports as made ant numbered in their report upon land 
claims in said western district, made to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States upon December 
14, 1812. 

The land commissioners of the United States having refused the confirmation of this claim as afore- 
said, the owners now present themselves, and ask that Congress will confirm to them the aforesaid twelve 
leagues square, which they claim as deriving a legal title from De Bastrop. 
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From the evidence and documents which have been before the committee, it is proven that many 
ersons were introduced under the contract of De Bastrop, but not to the number contracted for; and 
without touching the question as to the individual right of De Bastrop to the land, or of any person 
claiming under him, by purchase or otherwise, except those who came to Ouachita under the contract, the 
committee think that, in equity, the government of the United States ought to confirm to every person, or 
those claiming under them, who went to Ouachita under the contract with De Bastrop, the number of acres 
of land which the governor general of Louisiana agreed to give to each family or person according to said 
contract. : , 
The government of the United States resists the confirmation of this claim to De Bastrop, or those 
claiming under him, by purchase or otherwise, for the following reasons, amongst others, viz: 
Ist. That the contract and grant, if any there was, were for the 500 families De Bastrop was to settle 
n the lands, and not to De Bastrop in his individual right, so that he could sell or dispose of the same. 
9d. That the conditions never were fulfilled. 
3d. That the contract was revoked by the Spanish government. 
4th. That the contract was never approved by the King of Spain. 
5th. That the governor general had not the power of making such contract without the authority of 
the Spanish government. 
6th. That if De Bastrop was entitled to any part of said land, that it could only be for the surplus, 
after the 500 families had taken, each family 400 arpents, according to said contract. 
In support of these objections and others to the confirmation of this claim, or any part of it, to those 
who hold under De Bastrop in his individual rights, a reference has been made to the documents aforesaid. 
From a careful examination of the foregoing documents and evidence, the committee are of the opinion 
that the decision in the present claim (as to the right of De Bastrop, or those who claim under him in his 
individual right) depends entirely upon a question of law, and upon the examination of many witnesses 
as to several important points; and that an examination of it by Congress would be attended with great 
delay and many difficulties, and that justice to the interested as well as to the government requires a 
reference of this particular point to the United States courts. The committee are also of opinion that, in 
case it should ultimately be decided that the said land belongs to the United States, it would be but fair 
and just to extend to all those who were settled upon the said land at the time the United States took 
ossession of that part of the country the same provisions and privileges and donations as were granted 
to the actual settlers under the act of Congress of March 2, 1805, and the amendments thereto, as well as 
all other privileges extended to the inhabitants of Louisiana settled upon other public lands by any 
subsequent act of Congress, so as to place the settlers upon the said land upon an equality with the 
settlers upon other public lands. 
To prevent further delay, and with a view of finally adjusting the claim upon what the committee 
consider to be fair and equitable principles, they report a bill. 


upo 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR A DONATION OF LAND FOR A CANAL IN THAT STATE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 20, 1825. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Illinois respectfully represents: That the con- 
struction of a canal uniting the waters of Lake Michigan with the Illinois river will form an important 
addition to the great connecting links in the chain of internal navigation, which will effectually secure 
the indissoluble union of the confederate members of this great and powerful republic. By the comple- 
tion of this great and valuable work, the connexion between the north and the south, the east and the 
west, would be strengthened by the ties of commercial intercourse and social neighborhood; and the Union 
of the States might bid defiance to internal commotion, sectional jealousy, and foreign invasion. All the 
States of the Union would then feel the most powerful motives to resist every attempt at dissolution. To 
effect so great and desirable an object your memorialists believe to be of sufficient importance to engage 
the attention and awaken the munificent patronage of a government whose principle of action is the 
promotion of the general welfare. Your memorialists are sensibly alive to the spirit of improvement that 
manifests itself in almost every section of our extensive country, and would fain lend a helping hand in 
so great and good a cause; their situation, however, forbids their doing much without the aid of the federal 
government, into whose treasury almost all the funds, whether brought hither by emigrants or earned by 
the industry of tlicir citizens, are paid for the purchase of the public lands. While this state of things 
shall continue, and the money thus paid into the treasury of the Union is taken out of our State, our 
people will not be able to engage in the glorious work of improving our common country. Ought the 
people of this State to stand by with folded arms and behold the great work of internal improvement 
progress in other States without making an effort to improve their own condition, and at the same time 
advance the interests of our beloved country? A condition thus paralyzed is at war, not only with our 
interests, but with the best feelings of our hearts. Did this State possess the public domain lying within 
its bounds, as is the case with the older members of this confederacy, your memorialists would not 
appear before your honorable body to solicit aid in this important work. If, as your memorialists believe, 
the construction of this canal would be highly beneficial to the Union at large; if the receipts into the 
treasury of the United States would be augmented by the increased sales of public land; and if the 
interest of this State would be also advanced thereby, is it unreasonable to apply to a paternal govern- 
ment for assistance in the promotion of such beneficial ends? It is unnecessary for your memorialists to 
enlarge on the great advantages of this canal to the Union in the facilities to be afforded in the event of 
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a war, either with the Indian tribes inhabiting our frontier or with the British nation. Your honorable 
body is aware that this State is situated on the borders of an Indian country, filled with numerous and 
powerful tribes of the sons of the forest. If our country should be again engaged in war, the saving of 
expense in the transportation of munitions of war would alone defray the expense of the contemplated 
canal, and justify the United States in making a liberal appropriation for its construction. You; 
memorialists do not, however, ask your honorable body to appropriate money out of the treasury to aiq 
them in this work. They only ask for a tract of land through which the contemplated canal may pass 
and which, for a series of years, will be wholly unproductive to the government, unless the canal shall 
be commenced under auspices favorable to its completion, in which event all the land in the vicinity would 
immediately become available to the United States. Your memorialists sincerely believe that a liberal 
appropriation of land for this object would, even in a pecuniary point of view, be of immense importance 
to the treasury of the Union. The public lands in the vicinity would not only sell, but at a considerable 
advance upon the minimum price. Should this opinion be correct, (and does not experience justify it?) 
the United States would be gainers by the proposed donation to the State. Your memorialists further 
state that at their last session they passed an act of incorporation upon very liberal terms, authorizing 
a company to construct the projected canal; but the remoteness of the country from the residence of 
capitalists has prevented them from engaging in the work. At their present session your memorialists 
have repealed the charter, and their only hope of soon beginning the work depends upon the liberality of 
your honorable body. Your memorialists have caused the route to be explored and estimates to be made 
of the probable expense of the work, from which it appears that the cost of constructing the canal will 
not be less than $600,000, and may possibly amount to $700,000. 

To the end, therefore, that your memorialists may be enabled to commence and complete this great 
and useful work, we pray your honorable body to grant to this State the respective townships of land 
through which the contemplated canal may pass, the avails of which to be appropriated exclusively to 
the construction of said canal upon such terms and conditions as to your honorable body may seem proper, 

DAVID BLACKWELL, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
RAPHAEL WIDEN, Speaker of the Senate pro tem. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN THE ST. HELENA DISTRICT, LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 28, 1825. 


Treasury Department, December 28, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the report of the register and receiver of the 
land office of the district of St. Helena, prepared in obedience to an act of Congress of May 26, 1824. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. Joun C. Catuoun, President of the Senate. 





Register A contains complete Spanish patents, which we recommend for confirmation on the principle 
recognized by the acts of Congress of March 3, 1819, and May 8, 1822. 

Register B, first class, contains incomplete titles derived from the Spanish authority, accompanied 
with such proof of settlement and cultivation as induces us to recommend them for confirmation to the 
same extent and under the same restraints that such claims have been confirmed by the former laws for 
adjusting similar claims in this district. 

The second class on this register comprehends claims that have been sold for taxes, and the only titles 
the present claimants have to these lands are the collector’s bills of sale or transfer. Many of these claims 
we believe to be as fairly entitled to confirmation as those on the first class; but the doubt with us is 
whether sales for taxes are valid until the claimant have a more valid title to the land. 

There are on this register (first class) three claims, to wit: Henry Flower for eight hundred and 
eighty-six arpents; Luther L. Smith, for one hundred arpents; and Robert Young, for eight hundred and 
twenty arpents; all of which are in the same situation, being swamp land, and no part of it susceptible 
of either habitation or cultivation. This land was granted to the claimants, or those under whom they 
claim, for the purpose of getting timber, and the claimants have proved that they have regularly used 
the said tracts of land for that purpose since the time of their respective grants from the Spanish govern- 
ment; and we are of opinion that the use the claimants have made of these lands, (it being the only use 
of which they are susceptible,) although it amounts neither to habitation nor cultivation, may be fairly 
considered equal to either or both, and on this ground we recommend them for confirmation. 

Register C contains British patents on which the claimants have not proven either habitation or culti- 
vation. These we beg to leave to the consideration of Congress without any remarks. 

Register D contains incomplete titles, which, in the opinion of the commissioners, ought not to be 
confirmed, the claimants not having complied with the requisitions of the law as regards either habitation 
or cultivation. 

Register E contains settlement claims on which satisfactory proof has been adduced of cultivation 
or habitation as early as is represented on the register opposite cach claim. We therefore recommend 
them for confirmation. 

SAWL J. RANNELLS, Register. 
WM. KINCHIN, Receiver. 
Lanp Orricr, St. Helena Court-house, January 19, 1825. 





‘woua004y ‘NIHONIM WV1TTIM 
“29s199y “STIANNVY ‘f TAAWVS 





‘avg 
iddisstsstyq ut sjuodie Fe] pur 
seen eeeleeeeeeeeeeeeCegneeeslseseeeeees Poy leseeeeeesees qgropuoiug | ‘ULIOTOT ISOAA UT sjUdday Fogg eee +++| FeOsT seeeeeeel parr cog seeeeeceeeeeeeeegnerereel sees seeceecsenlecssestopesessaleseseeeeesasersceceassgnessesers 

| ‘aieig iddis 
| -sisslyy ur sjuedin #[gg pue 
| 


| 
| 


tr eeeeeelecceeececeeesraneres! ort Com img fooreseereeseesssopeseees| SuuLIoag ISIAA ULStUadue Fgop |-sssee**] QOOST Jroeeeee ee) GQLTSG ous [ree ett sopre ses tieceeeeceeeoee nesnog Olpneg jose 8888 SUTFOD WITT 
*so[WIA SMO'J Jo sitay oy} pure 


Qn 
= 


<a 
om 
— 
an 
o 
TN 
—_ 
A 
< 
Zz, 
& 
— 
<>) 
en 





sesetecsleceeceeeleeeeseeees npopnay | CgtT “po CAON [ttt te ts souryy uvaaisg [tttttt ttt aSnoy, uomeg asug fess +++] gonsT sees CBLL°SGe AON [TTT este tropee s**t s*ssoy pravg pure yossnog *s1q | ‘Aor dipyg ‘ssajsepoy [weg 


Stee eeeeleceeceesleeee seeeceeeeeceeeeelssesssoees ayy [eeeeeeeeeeeeqaronuolug [oor ees 88* BULIONAT SOA [*8*****] OOP seeeleeeeeeee! CErTle spa [titttttttetteessoperteeeleeeeceseooees ooo warn une [eee teers eeeee* JONG SLULOILL, 


sees sese|oseseeteessescgperse|seeresaceregary ltteeeeeeeeeeeesoperseee/seeeeesseeeeseesee Supe Ig [reese] Qoass BELT S2G tur [ttt toprstets|esteee ees cess seee cco prang [oreereeseeeeooeess ureueg “gf 
| 
| 


oT. 


Pere rere eres eeee esas seSi9i9 ARRON TT [ssist eiicseieis ery Crist 99; ¢:0/se see tere <eee aa ee eae ak abet tereecee 000°T SBL1 2G ‘ydag POA e eos Se see cepe:s sicies cose cccccooccoe ornMapIg Uyor eee eeeere assesses Sury sadsoig 
tose eeeelereeeeeopquNg “AA ie. + e88**soularT ap osoduy ee eeeerececestecsveseeee Gps-*s** eee 006 eoce LOLI “ES ‘20 eeeeeecece reccvegnececes secces so ceccccscccccecgneccses Tererrrre eee eee ee ‘op'' eoces 
seee eeeteessie tse s°° ROP Nag, ee sense E6LI Sees ee sic-e'e + aS A DUOIN) sere reeeseneseee euvIdt|a,T SOMA eee 00G EGBLI ‘0% ounr PROC CSMV ESE E DSS SS:88 a aa IU 504 Ft st uene eeccce seeeeseroe ngyUuaasIy ‘SIAL 
serereee)iceeseee-opalltd a [ooosssoseggan [roeeeoee>-namaon “A *E teteeeeeseoeesoSnoy uolug iseg [+e OFG BWORL6S "IO [eres eesopeseee|seeeseoeeseouRrpNg oostouRg [hs SBUIOUL “Ul 
0621 ‘eink. anne Cees. seeeeeeessouny uvaaisg [ttt tess pueronag asegy [ote 000‘°T ore OBLT “GS AON [TTT TTT Opr este t|eeeeeseeeseeeeees ccow prang [oot *ssoy Waqoy pur aBi00n 
008T |eseeseeeeeeereones | Sicieieie Shs or emee SCE COO. OOO) Se eeee eres eereeses ESOL 1 SOUC eeee OGL eeosleoee LOLI “ES ‘00d COU UII OULY 1 OC sore rcecescccose an krT UBIIEN Cee eeerereeseeet sospug Apa 


aaANrnwtmooronoc - 
- 


CLAIMS IN 





ZOST [rcerte sees muapn, ‘oget |*** lolopuoreg op uoreg [rete teste ee e* wuRToyag soya [ott r9¢ seeeeees! gerr Sig Key [tete esse quaaed ysiundg ['*¢+*t******Aogoy sopuexapy [tess qz0,g WILT AA JO SATO FT 
| 





of, | Wor) | ‘soqou | ‘sjuadiu 
| | ul vary | ulvary | ‘ydeg | ‘u01 
| 

















| *paatiap AyWOyINeG yey AL 
‘padoams wo Ag |*posoagns voy AA *pansst wom {g *PayENyis VOU MA aa *WILID Jo ajVq |WIOI pur ‘weld Jo aINIVN ‘{UBUTE[O [VUISUO *pauiteyo woyA Ag 





| *pounreps AjQueNny 





pure uonesqeyquy 








! 
‘uonvAnNo | 
| 

















‘quawmusaarob prs fo 
swojsnod pun ‘sabosn ‘san) ay) 07 fijqvaasbo ‘pyypa asp ‘uanraoan pup sajsibau pauhisuapun ay} fo uorvurdo ayz ur ‘yoryn ‘syuagod ysrundy ajajdiwuoo uo papunos yor.uysyp puajazy "iS ay? Ur pun) 07 sur9jp 


‘V UHLSDat 











EZRI OSI tee ce cree ee wees cece core eu eecseses cesses eases vesecessssessesesssosesees*s DUDIONIT ISU seeeeere! EOgT Cogs aung |*** eeeeee corersgprcescsce seeececeeecoessounafary placd steers eeeeesqoag “AA SRUIOULL, ee 
ele OIS8T see creceeereeceleccceecececcceiererescoos ULIdiod ‘Gril ttts ooo sees AUVWIUIRY, “Ig cl OIST SGI oung [teres eses cees grumad ystuudg j**** 2 see yaeip uygor sresees s UDO, WITT AA 

spur, jduwmg [**errs ses puvjaauy fees" "908 1° *** soeeeee grdpuvly senes seis **°°op: soeeeses! gogy Sp Aqmg [tttersseessss*AaAuns JO 1Oplg [ores secres ess JaAMOLT Alopys jttts sess * yaMOopy Aluoyy 
FRI BOT [errs recess cess cetelecce aces eceess| coreecccccescccsccccsceslsocccsscos cons DUBIDHOT IBAA [7°°° 8°" ZOst ‘6 390 |*faaans Jo aywayNIVd pur Iw seeee* yquu0g.o uyor |'ttt* ++ 992 eIOUg ‘OQ IAa'T 
EBT OSLI eeeee eeeeee ooeee seeeeseoveccgne eeecceee teeeeeeeeereooes lon qug jo U.WuyuOS Yystundg soceeeeeeooecs TpUSIEI Somer [tte s tts *soaMadg Weyl 
PERT 008T tteeee esos ssonnttd coat ‘— Avy seeeeeees UDO OJUAZIA eee cocvescesveeccccgnessces|sossosee PORT ez 220 ***ann Jo uoNUs0001 ystuedg oe cesececsesse aeQroragyT AOIUIA [7988S hhc 8 cece ceeeQnecce cee 
PRT cpp [rttees sees nvapnay, feet se 2641 ‘ssop'* see eeeeeeces seeeoprseses 008 CELT SLT ‘aI [ttt ss ann ysuedg ajajduiog seeeee eeeeope seeeees ‘opie: oe 
PERT cpr [treeseceees Mprecses| sere eeeeepgny [eeeceecseececeesoperseeslesseeeceeces cesses eeseypereerelenes 009 see] GIT SOT TAONT [tet tee settee tess eessoperee sees Stee eeeeeeee ee eegpesereelssseeeeceseeseeeeesegnessecers 
PRI capt [treetertetttopereees[eeeseeeespayy [eeeersceeeeseescopsrseeslecececcesesesceees seesoneseese! gop cocceses sees] ELT SOT TAOAL [ottetecteete cere esesoperse cess se eeeeeeeergagg JanUug [ttrete reese sees ceeegnesee cries 


PERT cy eevee Sei sigunys's's eeleeses shay 92) f eeeee sreeon?s* es9Op?*2 OOL coco? L6LI ‘OL “AON eeeee eeeee sesaneseees + . eeeeee ***op* ee eeeeeee eeeee ‘op** oe, 


teeeeeee eres scon PIAUy [orttee tt tese cess ceeopeeee cece 





ERI Grey [tttttteteettopresses|seseeeseepgny [eseseeteceessessgpeseeeslececseesessecsesesceseaneseees! QOG see sinais seeel pry SOT TAON [tetteeseeeee sess eeesopereecees 


ars) b 1 *[aMoy YRIeg ‘sy 
FRI CLLT *sesopululd j°°°"""*°°LELT |°°°°** 8 °° SOWaT ap *H seeeeeesotnoy uoieg seq | OOOST [ott ttt L6LT ‘OL ‘AON |YsHUg Jo UoNeWIYyUOD YysIutds *** giquivy seuloy,y, | pue 199Ig JanuIVg Jo slay 


FRI gay [ttt rreeeecccnrsanealsonens saneensalecesessageegeennsscesees 





soeeeeeee-es pupronag soa [oot ''*] OCs seeeeeeesergerT [eeeeeseseniprsitl JO ISO] UIE eee esos DUR OH Yom sereeeeeesees JONG SBUIOULL, 
AR AR RAAT ‘oped 66LI ‘p judy seeeee eees SOUIaTT Op ' te eeeees oSnoYy uoieg 1seqq 00% 66L1 OT 7OQ |orrreeeeseen ese ‘copes: 





ee** spRaqflA Ooslouely **** souler SCUIOULL, 
best enar |>*tsesseesesopse*2**| onan St ABT |°s* Stet eersetsec Ope eeeesls coceesiccvesesarsosvegnencccsisssscessl qapte: S081 SE AUT [ert eteesfaaans Jo alvaynsag [tees ees suayorpoyy SapUyQ [ores esses suayOUAOIW sapeyg 
PEST Soar |errereesspuvpsamy [errrerssoeeess|sccees eeecees Sidpapsg |-oee ees csocees neponag gang (*e°"***) OOS Q08T $9 "IQ |rttett sete ee**KaaINs Jo Jap sees * sumer tA, SLUIOILT, [tett sees es 
Fesl TISl eS Es eer Lhe agit, *** UO}SUIYSe AA 009 OF . sees A HARARE Tree eee eeeees 22) JUNAT WITTE 
Fost | 
Oost | 
96LT | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


** + garydinyy yeu 
ce Un yy Wer AA 
eereeosees nasa soules Peewee sree seseeese Assog uy 











Pe Oe ee meee ewer eases Sees seta sEHett aseeeeeEeeSeSEsEESeesese 


. eeee eee eeenee 


teeeeereeeees puproiag seq | OF9 eccccccclecce eeeees Cee ce cece cece cess ceceeees 











CP oceeeecs cenesecocegnesceseleoeeces sees OU 1) | Sn seeeeeesesuTOg MoV soe ececccccccscccegnescs cece 


See eee eee 6 ee eegpereeee|eceeenes COLT See *q9T 


ot 
os 


ER) 1 3 | eee ee seers reese eseses 











008T 
Lost 


seeeceeeeeeees DUBIOTIAT ISOAA R6L1 ‘6 ‘ure | *ee** Kaamms JO awoyag teeeeeeereeesoren uyor see eeeeeeeereee (ei SBISUL 
vesesergogy [eteseeseeeee ss oudpuuayy [eres sees eeeeee* puprotag IsUg ' occ ee cere cane coecee 


oe 
eee eee eee ee ee eee se eee eoseseee 
oe 


isc) 
— 


veeeees BUNLOG OD 





Q 
~ 


* AIAINS JO JOPIO seeeeseees SUIMDY [TAPY *****SUINPY “V Jo Silo 
ec cecce cccccecceccccceccs see eeeeeecer cesses eeeeeslsreseeseeses Q100IK ‘f JO SIOF] 


ZORt OgF eee eee ee ee te seeeeeceseoororps Jo TG seees* young UlUefuag teeeeees-SUIMpDY "VW JO SIIOH] 
goat [terre setessopreeees|esee sees gggy [eee seseeeeees gudpumip |+++er+ sere 2er+ mumionia,T 380 AA oe ie ie ae RAINE 8.03.5 


ee eeeeerersrereessses Seema eeeees eeeeseseseseessses ee eeereeirene eeeeeeeeee 














= 
taal 


wee reese esse eseres eee 


*tepecee ** nanny 
a 
| 


S2i9d C009 CRASSA RD Asoc sme tieeisic 


o 
ol 


seeeeessriEquITy 331005 sve jalewey 
seeeee* SIURITITAA Moqoy se eees* STURITITAA "Y JO SII 
gost jrrerensessees eee ** oudpuvsy steeccees soeeeseceesegneceses 00g 9081 ‘OL oune . tr eeee*€QAINS JO OPQ se eeee * Appoug Sosoyq [ttre este sees * aayieg janueg 
ZORT | POeTererrr Tre rere ste ceseeeeeeceeceeees| ces seeeeeoees punto 383 A4 0B POST ‘GS Judy seeee* OAINS JO aVOYTNIIO seeeeeees VOUOpBIG JO SIlOFT [tess sess e eee ** aipeg joes 


H “ | 
QGLI roeeeeooeenuuaaUy oe #920 'Q9QT oo eececeogQuiary ep "yy srsio meeese sees Se TIATED AA 0005T | LGLI *6z “IRI ooeeseoece crmmod ysturdg eeceee 


ZORT eee eees seen ceeees Tereeree ee eer errr reer 


a 


Cyt [Tete puwpoouy [rerereeeresese| esses eeeeeeceeeeeeeeseslsecseeeeeeeeseeees BUDE ag O0b ST AAR HAR AARAAA AS ttt teeeeeeseeemrgpereeeees 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


see eerees JouB AA JoluUg [tests * premoyy Ulueluag 
°° BURIONAT ISOAA 00r eIsl ‘1% ‘20d . eee coesce*orps 30 [IG **azIA\ Puv UOSAUG "SAA [*°'**** SHUTPAUY “Sg pue yy WL 


oat 3 ttteeeeeeeleceeeececeeres gadpuuyy [reeeeereres 9 © + pUBIolag IsUq oocccece see! eogt ‘eg “Sny seeeeeeee es eqrunod ystundg [otters see's uosmud WENA, [tte ete suosaeg wen AA 


ooRT I "LOLI eeeee cos Qnres eeee eoceesesees ceeegpeccece 00S eeee R6LI1 baz “IVI 





anwtnwonr oo 


teeeeees AQAINS JO aIWOYIWAGD [rts SOYSNA, MOYIVIA] [ores esos sess uM TT IayINT 


“sulyoD 


G seeeeeeesess OVQI00q CLOWN se cecesoceosooses Corrpay uvne | *g jo suray pur dumyonrag ‘sg 




















eoRt lo wccce re cccccccevees te eeecceeeleoescooves scOUlaTy ap ‘xy [ereeeeeeeeeee*pUUloag ISaAq [oeeeeees 00F a LOLI Ee oar 











‘saroe | ‘syuodiv 


| 
- OL 
ul valy urvary | ‘yjdaq | ‘juo1g 


—woly 


| 
| 


| 

| *pasoa 

| ‘posaams woya Ag | -ans way AA, *payeniis sou AA *UNIR]O JO a3eq 
| 


| 








*paalop Aoyine 
WYA WO’ puv SulTeTD Jo aanIwNY *JUBUIIL]D [VUITZUO ‘pours woya Ag 





‘uONRAnTND 


pue uoneiquyuy | ‘pautryo AINULND 
| 
































‘SSVIO LSUId 


‘pawmtyuoo aq 07 Ybno ‘sanraoas pup sajsbas ayy fo uorrdo ay) ur ‘yoryn 
; " , bajar boy a ; : : ' : i BS ‘ : ve Boge ae 4 3 
saylwoymn ysiundy wo ‘ysinig ‘yovatT ay}, woyna WOLf panriap ‘supa Jo aouapina UayIN LayjO LO ‘ayjas 07 Uorssrusad ‘arins Jo stap1o Uo papunof ‘nuajazyT “751 JO PLUYSIp ay] UL pun] 07 SWAIN 





‘ad VALSIOTa 








Ss ees arses Ce TE 





rt 
H 
s 


CLAIMS IN ST. HELENA DISTRICT. 


1825. ] 











besT 
“purl 
PERT 
LxGoil 
best 
Fel 
Fel 
Post 
PERI 
PERT 
Foal 
FEST 
Fest 
Fest 
PERT 
purl 
Pesl 
PEs 


Fest 


cry [eres 
S6LT 
durug 
98LT 
£081 
O6LT 
GOST 
GO8T 
GO8T 
908T 
66LT 
GOST 
cost | 
GOST 
Oost 
908T 
00st 
908T 
duirag 
L6LT 
908T 


eeeee 


eeeee 


CO8T 
Cost 








—OL 


‘uone 


—woly | 


“ee *-puRlaouyy 


tees -opmqutg 
soee** sao 


te eeee eee epuppaaUy 


sewer ree reeeereeeses 
Peet ewer eee esse sees 
Powe eee eeeeeeseeees 


eee eeeerereeees 


ee eeee rere sees eses 


5 Ss 


eee eee eee eee ey 


eee eee eee eee eee ey 


see rower cere eeseree 


eee e ee eeeeeeeeseeees 


Seer ee eeeeeees 


eeeeeeeee surjog a 


eee eee ewe ee eres sees 
Peewee re reeseetenere 
eee ee ee 
eee eee eee ee 


reeeee sooo nULIOUY 


eeeeee aaa SLOT Bi | 


‘pofoains woya Ag 


ANNO 


pue uonuiqeyuy | 





see QTgT 


tere eeresyQgT 


sere ereneeeee 


Cee eee sere eeee 
seme meer cesses 
Ce eeeeeereees 
see ecco eeees 
Fee e er ereneees 
see 


ver’ O08T 


ee ee rece serece 
eee 
eee eee eens sees 
eee eee 
ee 
eee 


seer 997 


eee eeeneeeeee 


sewer rere ree 
eeee eee eesere 
eee 


+89 Q0Q7 
+8 CQQ7 


“8 "GOR 


seee 


*posaa 
-1Ns UWIAA 








ee ee ee 





| 
te eeeeeeeeeeees SOIBION 





jrrtestess**soutary op "9 
reeeeeeeeeees gidpuniy 


setae eeeeeecenegpeerees 


teres teers seeeopeseees 


tteee sees coos qudpuvsy 


PULSE CCCHS 2 'O8/0< 6 VENUE, 49 


. 


. 





vee salto] 


| se sie's's2/S SOIC TAT OA OP | 
seem meee eras eeeesseceses 
sete Come eres eses OANA 
eeeeereeree sees gidpuvry 
jocescece o0e* g5rQDU0IED 


tees eeeeeeeees qudpuviy 





BOOCe SSUCTST ICC) KROL 
socccevccors aIdpuUIy 


eer ere eee ee eee eee eee eee 


. 


seeeecee seoeees pUBIOIAg qseq ~ 


eeeee 


feces 


eevee 


eeeee 


eeeeseee 


eeee 


| 
| 
seeeeeoe* BUBIDIIT ISUT | 


o:8,0.010)6 0060 66 sis'sie HIV sieincie }/<ssicicisie 


| 
seeeeees pUBTONag SOMA [ttt 


Pe eer recess assess 





oo eres ccccceccvegnecccesl|scce cece 


teeeeeeeeeeeeesegnereers eee 


beet eeeeeeeeeeesgneress eeee 


| 
teeeeees puprorfag WAAA [ott 
| 


sees oRnOy ualeg sey 





* asnoy uojeg jo uMO,, | 


seeeeeee 


coeecoos DULIONAT ISOAA 





*eee*soSnoy uojeg ISU 





| 
{ 


sSkisicie'e Rise eS + RTIDIO TS “5s eee 
eee see *pURIolay ysuq 
*ee*osnoy uojeg yseq ‘ioe 





Steet eeeeeeeeeeeonerees eeee 





isis in'sie ejeisieieie 46 Qyy0' seis] se'ee es o.e'e 


seeeeees pupponag soqy [tet eet 
soeeeoosspupIOlagy ISVq ee eees 


seeeesotnoy uoleg Ise ‘ oe 


UI svdov) 


| 
ger 
| 000°¢ 











| 
| 008 
| 00% 
oss 
Anoj Jo 
| OF 
00 
| 000‘T 
| 0Sb 
000° 
| 0¢8 
| 00¢ 
GES 
| OLF 

















‘ 


000° 


eeceeees 
eeeereee 
seen eeee 
see ceee 
seen seee 
eeeereee 
sereeeee 
eeeeeees 
eeeeeees 
seeeeees 
eeeeeeee 
seeeeeee 


9T°ON 
OF 
OF 


seeeeeee 
eeeesees 
eeeeecee 
ee eeceee 
seeerens 
seeeeeee 
eeeecces 
eeeeeeee 


seca rene 
seeeeees 
sere eees 
sere ceee 
eeeeceee 
seeeveee 
eeeeceee 
sere eeee 
eeeeeees 
seer eees 


10'T 
9 


¢ 
eee ceee 
seeecece 
seeecees 
eeeeaces 
eeeeceee 
seeeseee 
seeecces 
sececces 
eececcee 


zoat ¢ 


P6LI 
908T 


66 [dy 
‘0G “ALIN 
‘gt ‘uve 


‘, Ane 


POST 
POST 
POST 
PO8T 


‘Ig oune 
Sez ounge 
‘eG “ATI 


Fost ‘e Aine 


G0st ‘% 


‘200 


sere eresesseesces 


“6% ‘00 
8+ 9997 


O6LT 


bn 


6 *RO 
“11 “q9g 
ooo ep erT 
‘or “3dag 


eeeereecccs 


908T 
FORT 


eeeeee 


908T 
teeeeeeeeesonoy 
teeeeeeeeerengr 


‘ann 
ysnug jo ujewiyuoo ysturdg 
eeeececvccoere oaIns jo 1apiO 
eeeeeeecee seee*quajed ystuedg 
seeeeeeeeeereeeees 4s01 SOMLL 


Te ee eee eeees cece eeeegreree rece 


seeeeeeeeesees squagud ystuedg 
seeecccccesers (OAINS jo 1api1oO 
cove cccecccoce quand ysiuedg 


RO09:9) “Sesisieis SSeS ses eC pee caieeee 


settee eee sees ceeegneees 


gO: LA A 
seeeeecccecoee faaINS JO 12PIO 


tt eeeeeeeeeeeeeces sooo equated 


POOH ee eeeeeeeeee rere reseeses 


Feet eeeeeeee cess seesonesee cece 


sees eee eperee cece 


Sete eee eeeee cece seeegreree cece 


sceitie aisiviesesic AQRANS JO 19p1O 


teeeeees sresiney By] op uldiey 
steeceeecececeossuoppig UYyor 
teeeeeseeeessuSpuaARy Souler 
Aha SS KK OOOO 1/079 TL 6 Jer: Oy 
reeeeerececcoers JaIsog SOULS 
sovccccoccoves » npUIEg XO 
to eeeecccccoccccs IBID) SOULS 
sereeececeeeovoe SUISTIFT UNOS 
re SOCKS AY. ff snijauloy 
tees ee eeeeeceseeeee crIpY AL 
seeeee cere souosrapuy SCUulOy,L 
seeeeeeeeees qoyUN[ JALAL 
teeeeeeeseeesnupfaady o0100) 
teeeeeeseees sees Ogg ydasor 
sosecccecsoccoce® JIB TI0G0N 
seeeees UBySUIUUND WRIT 
teeeeeeeeeeeees KuSOlaq O1PId 
seeeeeeeoeees QUIpLIUD JayIUd 
se eeeececececoeeres lipy quer 
ecccce Avg ditud pue seuoy,y, 
teeeeeoees s muyyo Asoo 
sooo eeeeoros VIpMaIg WEIITAA 


*UI[NOSUOZ) MOPT AA 

‘sreayney BI op osIno’yT suey 
seteeeeeeeeeesuganQoy Jaed 
teeeeeeeeeees ugrang “ry JayIN'Y 


stent ee eeeeseeeeeeeesgnereres 
to eeee ee eeee sees ceseonereees 
Seen eee eee sees ceeseeesopereers 


ee eeseereresseseee 


seesopreeers 
see eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Opeeees 
*eauy uyor 
1O}XUgq “AA VL Joy “GIBMaAIS “AA 
sete sees eee coos snpag UNDA 
*e**11eQ ‘uay] pue Sunox ‘sor 
se eeeeeeeeeeeeeeosuitag DUR 
*** puvlaadg 981095 Jo siloyy 
teeeeeeeeses sees ogug ydasor 
sete eeeeeeeeseeeeerie N YOqoy 
ees wrBysuTUUND “AA JO Silo 
*****uRUIaIO. U.euOL JO SIO 
tt eeee eres eseeeeFunok WIqoy 
sete eeeeeeee © sUTTOD URITITAA 
Le eeeeeeeeeeeeeee suey outer 
seeeeees udjopuey ‘gq JO Silay 
eereeernuyor Av010]l “S110 
tees eeee sooo eae Mogg WTI 


cP 
bb 
eh 
GP 


SR8RRRBSS 





*ponsst woya Ag 














| *Sol0U 
| 


*poweniis a0 AA | 
\ 





-suodie 


‘ido 





*quo.y 





‘WILD JO 21eq 





*poauiop AjoyIne 
JAA WIZ puv WILIO Jo aNIVNY 





*JURWUTE]O [VUIZUC 





‘pours uroya, Ag 








‘ON 





“ponuryuoO—Sssvl10 LSaIa 


‘ponuryuogj— op ‘nuajazyT “Ig' JO 70L.4SUp ay) UL PUD) OF SUUM}OD—" UALSIOAU 





VOL. IV-———56 c 








42010904 ‘NIHONIM WVI'UTIM 
-4apsiiay SSTIANNVGE ‘f TMANVS 








sececeeelececcereleccecerereserserrees! Corr fon fudy 
te eeeeeeleoeecceeleceereronositAa “AA | OLLT ‘or oung prem anenan ‘op tress [ss **euRrolag ISoAh oea ‘Tt seeecese! ony erg Bny [occers cocessscesce sopececes teecoeccccccoccoocs UINBAA PIAL] | tee ttt sree testes ceeceeceeeeceeeaveeeee 


st eeeeeeleeceeececcceeeeceeeelecceeeceeesesees seseragqsayg Jaog |''asnoy uoieg seq | 0900's sereeeeel grt Sop qdag | ereseeee sees e*quaind ysnug 
| 


teeeeeeees Kytpot AYOUILT, JOfe [oettt tte sess sees eeee* prviag sayIN'Y 
seeeee* DIVISIUL JO ISO] OPE [eet tsetse ees yoaqaug sourur [ttre tess eeeees seeeeeeeeoes UFETNQOT 


laa Pere eeeelereeceee| seees esses essee 
Japuexaiy JO Moy pue qaenoW ‘q 
| Veet eee eeeeeeeesoeeeeeers USPINQOI 
Japuexs[ty jo Ioy pue qaeQow ‘gd 
py Au [eesessee sees quand ysnug [eters sess sysermgoly Jopuexopy |oeese sss yserMQoW *g pue qoegow ‘a 
&y pO eee eeeeesacnalal PUB aSLa'T * °° TOU OITA “AA pue ‘uyor ‘souree JOE SORES Ti pa eT 
1G "WOO | oreeee cesses ceeeeesopeeeees|seeeeecesees eoeeee MOOTOg JAMO tees eeeeeeron sees tere eeeessgpereees 


see rereccvceeeerecelecccenccce several sceseesssscssessesesissase Seeesein sesees 


ail se eeeecelesee neces seeseeseesereece soccecccccs coccconnid {dog Sant DSCeinie Re sae Soreengmeatceeessia 


seeeeeeeloroooes DIogUING "HA | ZLLT ‘Or lady ‘**yaIsoyg Joleg |*ttt* eeecceopcsecee! O0T seecleesecece 


Q 
i~ 
i~ 


Pewee e sere eerese| eee eesreeeeeseeseeeee **gsnoy uowwg sve 00% ee ee eeeslesee cece 


I~ 
~~ 
tt 


sevececeleereeecceeserseeserel gy yr Cop qgog freer ttttstopceteetissee* AUBUURT, “Ig teeeeeeeleeeeeees 
BLLT *g Atm [ores ceecttopceeses|seces seseseop ceeees Sane Ce cerry 


ee ween eel ee eeee sees ere senses 


69g Aya | cece sees seeeeeeeseesopereece|seeeeeeeescessoes KEMUOD YoUe Steet eeeeeeon seeeeeeeeeesesopereees 


C2 eerdeadeaignasssse 


QR QR = 
t~ 


i~ 


TALT SE AU [oot te etopstetetissss seeeeecop seeces 


Gon 


seeeees piojuINg “a | GT ‘te Aine | *****salsoyO Joieg |**osnoy uoig isegq trsiscigiag asics 


~~ 


~ 
i~ 
on in il el oe El oe 


Sp Ang [erence ceeeees ceeeeeopeeeeesleceeee + eeeeeeeees OSQUaPBAN UYOL [tree esses eeesstOp crests eeeeeroneseees 
fog Atng | eeeeeeeeeeesssquayed ysnug [trreeeee esse sees * uoymeg soureg [++ 


OQ 
~~ 
i~ 


sees sour sty AIL] puv ‘uosuiqoy *s 











—oL —woly *saioe |'squadie 


et AD: Neh hs ul vary | ul vary | ‘yindaq | “juo1g 


*pofaains woya Ag |pasoams uay AA) ‘ponssr woyar Ag *paqunis alo AA 

















‘uonRaAnna 
puv uogeyiququy 





“UNvID JO 91Uq *UNLID JO DINJVN *JUCIUTLIO jeulsugO “JULIUTLIO JUOSIIg 











*paunrp AInuuny 





























“paroad Uaag eany sjuewajzjas ou Yyoyn uo ‘sjuajod ysipug uo papunof ‘nuajazyT “7Gy JO 20UL]SIp ay) UL PUD) Of Swanjy 


OD UALSTOda 


wavavagy SNIHONIM WVITIUAM 
aptiey “STIANNVE ‘f TOAVS 








PUBLIC LANDS. 


| | 
CORT #C0SRO 29080990 09:90:00) .00 90001000 0004] Cesc sees seeneeeeeeeensel Seca eserenssenereseeQnesesesloneeesee sere reese eveecres | 


| 
£081 SHEET HEE EEEEES SHEE EER EEEE STHHHHHHE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEEEE eeee 9QISI SL your 


| Hitseeeseeeseesseeeeesopersees| gop seeeee top eeeees 


settee ee eeeeeeee sopereeeeeees 


sees eeeeseeees UIE WRHILAA [TTT tte cette eeeeeesopereees 


(=) 
— 


seneee eensenecocesesegpeceses] Ope 


| op uving Jepuvorq wee teeeeeeesopereees 


Pee reesei ene eres seeeeeeeeeee 


soeese ooee eoecerennececcecees 


see eeeeeeeeeceseseseeegnesssse! OnE eeee seeelecesee ep ececee| coeee cove 


coeeee soos soomUMIoad ISOM | 00g eee 9IRI fo wap jetes eeeess CLUTCH Tes son ose 


O40 900 C0800 SARS CES Oe IONE E Oe 04 


Sewer erlon ee eesel eres esse seeeeeeeeses 


T0009 0000 O99. 00999s BANNED [9c e299 s2¢00 se 00 sesceegneseece 


Sere eee neees Pee ee eeeee reese seeees 


seer eeepreeeeeeees 


sete eeeeeeeeeeeeRTAROG ‘SUJA [TTt ttt tettee eseeeeropeeeees 


Teeeeeeece*PAVANVIG UWULIYTAA | * oes UsyOIPOW sapeyO 
eee eeeesesees TeoNnoW ydasor eee cere ec eeeses CLAMP RAD Sinha 98 


| 6p sees QIQT SOR OUT [rete tet ee eeeeeetopereeeeeees 


| 
| erg ss! grey ‘gg oun |eceeeeee Teese seeeopreteseeeesleceececeeeeeeoees MOTT UUlITy [terete ceteee teeeeesonereees 
| 


008 anes "**! SIgT ‘og ounr 


ceceel covcccce soeces soscesainecseceleces cece 


{ 


sealed diate alate «0 \\Yq Aluoyy sere sere eeeeeee nde | EL 
seeeeeceeoses QQUIIMET] VHC eeeeee ¢secee os HauUoInT Fe | Sy 


‘ayvig 
seeeceeecerecoees JOGUT, OvUS] | 'f JO SMIY pue yoyo ‘d “Lf 


00F wees eeee SISI “6% oune fees eoeeseces ePeeQnrrsererses 


anowrnoenron 


seeeeeee! Qagy [rcererececeececeeees cece ceceeeceee ceeees occeee 


seeeeeores soRnoy uojegy seg [sees es**| QOS see! Ozer “6a Along [see es *saxe) 10) ares s.yuayg 














--OL |--wolg *‘sasoe | ‘s}uodie 


ul vary | Wi vary | “yideg | ‘yuo 
*ponsst woya Ag *poyents aay A —_—— Bo 
*pourtyys Ajurny 


*posaa 
-InSs UII AA 

















*paavap Aone 


‘uonvantna — | -padaaans woyas Ag “UNE]D JO BV | WA wo PuL WIELD Jo aNIVN ‘WUBUTELO [VUITO 


pue uonepqeyuy 





| 
| 
| 
| 


*poulreys utoya Aq 























‘SSVIO GNOOUS 
ponuiyuog—op “ouajazy Is fo poL.usip ay} UL pun) OF sUMIO—T YALSIOAY 











a 
ro) 
— 
a} 
- 
mM 
—_— 
A 
< 
Z 
<) 
= 
ica 
=) 
a 
7 
Z 
—_ 
M 
= 
—_ 
< 
= 
é) 





‘san000g SNIHONIM WVI'TIIM 
“4999794 “S'TTANNVY ‘f TONINVS 





ee eee eesseelsererers 


eee i ee 6CRT 6 


puryosouy | 6081 ‘T 


puepouy 


eee ee eeeees 


purpouy 





purpsouy 


seer eeeseee 


ee 


ee ee eee! 


tee coprees “OORT 
“9081 


“908T 


eee ‘opeess| 
purjpaouy 





** solla'y ap *5 
‘oll UBADIS| 
*** soula’y ap "yy 
se eeeeenopreres 
sereesordpuely 
tee eeeemopreees 
* OI ULADIST 
**gidpuviyy 
*saidpuvy 


se eee weeeee 


ssid 8:9 86s ee tETyS # > 
! 
EE LAT) et Ne 
| 


*ordpuriy 


‘vuopeH ‘is 
‘asnoy UoIWY seq 


CM 1) La 


teteeeeee topeeeees| 


“ee BULIOay ISU 


See pecesisies sigpeyeieeie se 


treeees pUOTOH ‘Ig 
teeeereee soperes 


‘annoy uoieg Ise 


*asnoy UV IsVq 


se CUVIOIO ISU 


sees AUBUTUIR,T, IS 


* annoy UO sve 


es eeee tees *op>*****! 


sere KUBUUIL, IS 


| OOF *9T 


ee eeeees sere eeee, 


"*) 000‘T 
| 006‘T 
00*T 
00¢ 

| 00b | | 
ses apn OY UOolVE | JO UALOT 
| Le6 | 
TheaL 
G06 ST 
| oce’t | | 
snoy uo} Ug jo UO} OL ul s} 
00d ~=—|:s«OF 
reeseeees) Qgp | 
oe 000°T | 
eerie O00 aE 


ee eseses 


| 


OF 





—o], |--worg | 
| | 
| 

| 


‘UOTVATYND — | 
pur uoneyqeyuy | | 


' pofOAims WOU Ag | ‘paXaAmms uot] AA | 


*ponsst woya Ag 





*payUNtis a9 AA 


| 


66L1°G ‘ure 
GBLT ‘ge “3dag 
S6LT LS 1290 
FIgt ‘og “IWdag 
6SLT ‘ge oune 
68LT ‘gs oune 


gost‘*z “dog 


ee ee rece eesee 


ul1o'y 





reeeeees) gost’ ‘adag | 


‘| rost‘e Ainge 


eleeeeereeeeee 
of NOT 


tees sqgQ7 
ol ee eeeees 


ee siaisisicle le aicicieeicggye le eee) 


| | 
peewee ewee! 


jrsseeees| 9081 FI ‘120 


teeeeroperese| 


ee eeee ease eses, 


eee Stee es)| 


| 


| eee asec seee egies ses 


teeeee sees sees sopeceees 
seeeee copeeeess 
seeeee copreeees 
teeeee supe 
teeeee sop: 
*AVAINS JO BPO 
** £IAINS JO 1OPIO 
teeeeees ores Jo I 
**** AIMS JO J8PIO 
**e*quajed ystuedg 
seeee sopeeeees 


see f9AINS JO JOPIO 


AVAIMS JO ayBoyNIID 


tee eeeeeeee copeeeees 





Sieisiaisiei.eisie sisie iggy sie sie's)s 


seeee*KQAINS JO LUPAO 


*****UBULO[OQ WRITILAA 
sereereerigaig januug 
seeeeesu UAT MOVIL 
ACG +++ sop: 
seees ouIOgG MOTI 


eteeeeesevece ‘opersss) 


see" piesoinvag sell 
**** suIyoINyy, anureg 
ooecesesosagnod Ugor 
seeeeeepaINSy SOMUIY 
steesseSee 990007) UNOL 
sees eeesssuiog o1NOJUY 
seeeeesereees orien 
teeeeees orfey qaug 
"gq uvof pue UIzeIeg ‘Ss 
sees yadg svuloyy, 
sees Joyony WUT AA 


tee esse sees sonereees 


‘+ e**prayuloorg oves] 


see ee eee sees eeseuaMOIAOIN SOLID 
**T]OMOY “S “SAI pur JadaIg *g Jo SMTA] 


TSTMS DE SEETOCCE OOS DECS SQDSESees 


| 
| 
| 
| 


$0086.66 0 0006S Cee RETe SEES CQHeeeres 


see eeee sees TOMO SaeyO 
seeceeeoescosensaINuag “WY JO Silay] 
*puryieyy uyor pue pneudoy wel A, 
eeee aD || | aulojuy 
seeeeeecccoeoe DHSIEIT A38aq 
seececoes Wfag 

teee eee eseeeeesesepony Uor 
te eee sopeeeees 

**SUTP[OS) WIUITITAA 

** yaqny ‘g UBof y UIZRIVg ‘Ss 
a Svisreies'9.0is's seers *‘LJjo slay] 

ce eeeees STTOY SAOIYONY “UAA 

seeeeeesonong adog svg ‘SiN 

thee eeeeee eres eeeees soneeeees 


ee eeeeeeee 


**ydjopuey ‘gd Jo S110 





eve gost [8 


ulvoly | Ul valy 


*saloR 
| ‘ded 
| 


*squadiv | 


‘WOLT 





*paurreypo Ayueny 


“WHI JO aIVG 


UII]D JO JINIVN, 





“‘WURUNILD [LUISUO 


*‘QULUTIL[O JUaSaT 





*paw.yfuoo aq 07 you 7Ybno ‘pauhisuapun ay) fo uorvurdo ay} ur 


‘dad UALSIOAy 


‘yorym ‘sajqy ajazdimoour 














































































=: 


SS LE. SOLS OS 


LEC SS SET Te 





PUBLIC LANDS. 





REGISTER E.—Settlement claims. 





27 


29 
30 
31 

2 


ne 


33 


BuR 


to & 
aon 


39 


Ono ooo bh he Bh HL Hh HL LH 
Teonoersseeusganaekesgyses 


m2 2 2 AP 2 I MDAAHD OD 2a0 no 
ol IBeBPSSSVIRRKRSBSEZESSEYS 


=) 
ao 


Seem e reer ree ears ease ee sess eeeeeseesees sense 
Pe ee er errr esreeseseerees seeeeesse sevens Ferree 


Polly Caspio Regello 


Sere re eereeeeseeesesesesee ++ eeseepeeseee |/seseee 


David Neilson .......... Seabee eennnsarernees Shue sesenees sees IQ, cisnwinaieceses ° 
Alexander Scott, jr.......00++ SubEN Ssh sae bbbinesaueneeshneriiases ss US Pes ee 
Heies Ok JON COS < cass <cens coweseensen ones sae SSeeubeas jteeees Os nicbnion sipniewns 
Bila BBA vin voces 000500s0nes was 200008 Peery ee es leccvce do 
BEA MBI Ahan cnc oic cashes ones SaSN Ses Saba ee sean eSaenans LFSts DAMIAN. cca cbeben ospase peed 
Heirs of E. Randolph 
Michael Fenn ........cccocceee eahwnb ane Puaebieee suse ase 
Heirs of Vaney Huston....cecceecccccc cece ccescssecscscues 
J. J. Chen€y....ccceccccccccscee evereccce 
R. Singleton .......ee006 
John C. Williams......cccscccccccccssccceccscsscce cvs .-| East Feliciana .........e06 


William Orr ....eceeeeeeveee pnd 00 nee s06n oes 055.0% 055000 | St. Helena.... ccocccesccce cccslccccccccce 





Seem eee eee eeeeee seer eeeseeeesesesesese 


Pee were eeeee esses sess eres sees sees 


Parsons Carter....+eeeees oisieSiesn 8000 4500 0606 sen seiesee asec | 
feet eeesee tf 
| East Baton Rouge.....e. 


Heirs of Julius Alford... .ccccccvccccccccces Scheer peek 
Thomas Freeman....ccccescccccccecccccssccscsccccceces 3h 
Bit ACME a cn cicnonkbebesenb oe eeweahee ohenenessbaben eel 
Charity Sweat ......ccccscccscccceceesvovceseccs eeeee eee 
BE. Disneekes 2... cccccscccccevcceccceccccccsece ° 
William Carruth ....cccccccccevcccccsceccosevccce Se eeeehe 
Heirs of William Lee 


Samuel Hide.......... Pepe benas © 6ese>S hae sweeo ea sereeesess 


Poem meee ee sere eseree- seeesesesesese |. 


WUBIN CHE BRING oo a's 0101010 0.0.00'00:0400 0000 005.0 60000000000 000'0598 
Robert Willson ........ FEUCREES OE Soae eae boks sans esheenauna ie Se coke. acon ees ase aie 
Elijah Ferguson.......scccccccccvccscccces seuss seesvccvcee 
Mamas FF, COPAWIONG s <.0505s0000k00s casesccene hsaeor Reed 


John Kennard ...... knee benes SbbuSMEOE SS bR bwSSereee ees 
Charles Baldwin........ PITTTTTT TTT 
Lucretia Burgess ....ecseseeeeeees Shap DA PeSebewesseave 
!ENimrod Glasscock, jressecssececceccecceccscesccecevees pices 
Abram Beaks............ 
Henry Kinchin...... vy 
John Fetcher, for Edward Gorman.........+. 0606 0005 000%0% acewan BD sSsaunebosenmenans coos 
J. B. Hill, for heirs of W. Wo0d .........cececeecs ° 
Peter Galaway oocccccccccecces cscscsccccccce Se eeeees cevece 


Pema eeereeeeereesesseeneeees 


Seem eeee reer ereseeeeseseseeeee 


Milzeer Oryer....cccccccscescecs biebGesebnnnes ae Sepeaceaee losmaee HOS ssonnieie bese 
John F. Carmichael........ 
DUAN ie ROR cn oe os cau casas cicsebinbwesssanecisenesssnebs paeee- Fe ea I caren mS Pfeprsn Seu 
East Baton Rouge...... se 
Fielding W. Collins..... Se ee ee ree [cbaeeasear abe sh sania e en see fete cence 
St. Helenasccscncsicvcvvcseccee 





Heirs of William Scott . 


John Noblet ...... »eae 
Alexander Kinchin....... Pekan shen Ghee shan se cenkeessaaeane lS sara RO wiscws skins beuswnee aeastes ee eu 
Meira of Peter BOWE oc6sc0scceccsccesee hes Suhaneor eee eencel Ailsa ekmaesie sapwawannn 
Jeremiah Spiller ...... cece cece secccccceee eceve | 
Heirs of Peter Sides .... . 
Benjamin O. Williams ........ 
Francis Klinepeter and Philemon Thomas...... ceeeesoennee | 
David Dortch .......2+0++ Ser eh Pibaietdl ean ueepeaaan’ 


eee we eeee were eeseseeeseeeeees esses 





Heirs of Jacob Facundus........ ipebsawsen pesuebeekooreend 
Moses Ferguson ....cccccccccccccccccccs eevecnce e0sces ..-.| East Baton Rouge 
AM Web) ..00020000605000000 Lekehee ene peu sehsee peeeee | West Feliciana........... 000. lee 
MMM iia cc sinvsesiass inbundnguneimannakenbi ay | 

John Shaffet........... ° 
Heirs of D. Kemp....seseseeees oc0ce cocccc cece cece cece coes East Baton Rouge...... 


eevee See ee eres reese eres eeseees 


Christopher Nordan 
TOURS 1S; TIGUIMOS 5 0'cv isn 00000 50005050600 6505 0000 20004000 | 
Duncan McCall... cccccccccccccecccccccecccccce ° 
Newhampton Tapley 
SECC AMCWIIEE.. «. 0 civics s250.00000000500010606 000000000000 eaten POsavnwaiense nese Seebayh 


eee eeseee! eeseee 


Isaac Graves ........- [EEESEEA Sousa dS MNNE BASEN ESE SERS Pe Elis senses sh oie 
Thomas Holmes .... 





Where situated. 


St Helena ..c5 5000055 

jswhee GOs oncdnwcennwns ees eunse 
East Baton Rouge....... esses) 

seanGe ipataen West Feliciana .......0.00e00.! 


| Washington ......0008 aeeeanee je eee wees o 


SOR concnub ase os seesieesb4sebebse ee 05s s eens eye Jescees MO: Skeaneasahes > 
|. West Feliciana .........e sient 


Pere tere errr seeeee seer ease sees seesesessees | 


| 


| East Feliciana ......+.eeeeeeee 


| East Baton Rouge....... eee 
St. Tammany.......- coccccces 


West Feliciana........ ee | 


ooo] Bast Baton Rompe..ocecscsccce 
pes | 
St. Helena..... ew eeeiesee wwe 


} 


DVESDINGION «sss 001000)0s\s10 e000] seni 
eeeee| East Feliciana...... oe 


Elizabeth Bryson......ccsccee pebebbeweroee sees ee $604b0sse0 Laaeee GD. 20006 seeee as we eeebes 
Beene ebb ei licen smears loess eos sim)] Obs A NINANY cet isise sie ssisans| baci sens 
Abner Willson........eeee0. piebehebSe weese sons ssn benwebens | seaieeie do... 
William Ingram . 
John McCall..... poReeers SU GEREu bows SSeS Suna es SeasSeceeews 1 iets AMEN con sbene pepe asses 
ebbbb eS bees bose wbnes eens peociaaiege St. Helena...ccccccsecs Prrerry 


East Feliciana .......esee oes 


| 
pid WN CEMNRON So sicios s'eas sweeten 
Bi CARMEN oss sess anas sees 
OS Sscusewsnees Sinise seee 


jeeebeenes See Neneh i ee weeccEseenee ibetiennaee DOs ccenwwhnas ooenes 


| Washington ...cccccoes 








Rast Feliciana ...... Sesedeeeealosaee peeee 


IO. 000002 omeees ceaees eee 


St. Helena...... sbuswweeee owes | 
Feliciana .... sescces achesesae. | “© | pewswsineees 
St. Helena......... essa 


Geen tlOsaaeessclaves couse Suhees 


St. Tammany.....ccccceee ooce] 


St. Tammany...... eeeesecece | 
| East Baton Rouge....- 
| St. Tammany...seeeeseeeevees 
East Feliciana ......cecccceees 
St. Helena..... siaseubeuse wees 
| Feliciana ....cc.cscccsccce 
| St. Helena..coceccccsccccces 


East Baton Rowge,.....ccccccsciseees eaaw 
BASE EGUCINNG ic sinsc's ew eee'sees | 
St. Helena..scas<e» ppaaeke ees 


Cee er weer eres eee 








eeeees eee rerees 





lee eeeerees tees seeeee 










Year, 





1810 
1813 
1811 
1811 
1810 
1808 
1808 
1811 
1811 


1812 
1812 
1806 
1811 
1802 
1809 
1809 
1810 
1813 
1812 
1811 
1810 
1809 
1813 
1805 
1212 
1800 
1810 
1811 
1814 
1811 
1812 
1810 
1806 
1808 
1812 
1811 
1813 
1807 
1813 
1ell 
1812 
1811 
1801 
1804 
1806 
1803 
1812 
1812 
1808 
1812 
1800 
1805 
1800 
1806 
1809 
1806 
1806 
1812 
1812 
1810 
1812 
1795 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1810 
1812 
1810 
1812 
1810 
1812 
1810 
1811 
1812 











| Original. Purchase./ Month. ————___ 
| | |From—| To— 


Sees eees 


Corry 


leeeeere. 


eoeeeeee 


eeeeeeee 














1895.] CLAIMS IN ST. HELENA DISTRICT. 445 





REGISTER E.—-Settlement claims—Continued. 





Year. 


' | | 
No. Names. | Where situated. | Original. |Purchase.| Month. | l 
From—}; To- 


| | | 
! | 
| 





SS : Spann tee ame ee | eee ee eee ve! ere 
77 | B.S. Chappel.....sccccccsecccccccccscccccccsssscccccccens [Sis PBIB Vie cess caiacceesiccmers emacs eleces i Resrstetas | 1G lescusees 
78 Abner Wilson .....+4+ pia)eiaistoieveisin wie sd wimeisialcraieve oie sie sifoun ccw5ie fi WH CSEIM CICIA MATa a laeveisiolewrqraisisiere ] cocooes oof January.| I8]3 |...000. 
79 Mary Radford... ccscccccsccccccccccccccccccccces seceee coe leccees dO...... eceeesiccsenccecoe | I cre coee cece 1811 [eccceeee 
80 TUNE BOI OR 665s sccwsewiccses cece aralsigs oeimals sola wee Seen? | etka aa Ean slate ol awia sea actions 1 ee waeRamea goat TRON aeddenks 
sl BEGG UVES -oieinsa 5-010 cS .cinncois cle Cioisiceinin clere sieisie'sieielgseials egies sicieisieg)| WW OSMINMMEOE 5 cinis:cuseeaies teeeee 1 [ttt e ee tees eer eeeeee! 1811 eomencete 
2 Moses Moore 2.0. cc00secececes miaieraiarisisieys oie(elsieiersiw orelesis) -6:c:a'sy| oo a QaNANMEANN ora 9 ataieiei Wisisiawioleisiall sigiseoecaaen} 1 I cacieelve/ece EN i oacictcenss 
83 Hillary Lamier ....cesccceecccccccesecccccecccccccees cevces jeece MINAS WalkciseGueaG Hédinemace le maNRadan Nedeleisters wt 138 éaeeniac 


AHIR UIE IDOR os 0:50 sts senies 04.96 00:50 leitinescctenecswaiee vee | West Feliciana s+... sees sees, 1 sibasiaSeeierel eeietea sent 1k SOMME eeaeeaee 


84 

5 MINNIS PT MNIREATS ONE: Maric\W: 64 faa 1x14 1'9\4 01619-60016 0,659.06 4, 601c\e 9 or. 0'4,0 aie mrelainieiert) Me MEMOIR wieleie o 0lsis <b eslecausieacelleteamaiecnell 1 “ntewoonaal BOON lonsecace 
86 Elizabeth ee Oem, St. Tammany ...eseeeeesseeees| 1 marae *eseigiel dee socccce| 1810 |scceccee 
S7 |’ Heitsof Richard Graves....0...00c0-0c00e coeceececesscose | Washington ....c0ss00scsdeces|eecccccces 1 scigdlcnes sil MERUEMlfeeae cece 


& 


88 | Aaron Miller.......sssccscccecsccscccescsccccccscceces os seeeselOvessessscecccscecesenee| Y,  “fessccssses) Matches. §SIT [ices cen 


BH» | DHONINT CO. WANE o0/0:0:015.00:0 00:00 90 65 ccieeiceceicesssvaceieces [ovess0dO.ceccccesies oe ccccccccce|cccccesees 1 March...) 1813) [..eeeee. 
gd | John Jammeson..... cece cece ecee secceeeccceescccc cece [sevens AO coscccscsee. cee ecccee | 1 leoscccccecios cocccece| 1813 joe. eee 
91 | LH. MOOK se cece eeeeeeeeeeee esse scence nese eeeseernees Ste Helena sss sees eeseeeseseeeleeeeceeees Ee [esisertarcrews | ISOS fascacac 
92 PPPOE IC UN aisieid oais'ooe 6sisele se ois cbs aviecsictaeicineaceaeasian| Mite EAMONN cccscc sointeicidscd|sisiienicaess 1 | ca(emeeeise | BOOGF Sine cine 
93 SE MIP IOD oio.se skis divinie or oath asiaisibiniew ines ere sisipeeis calea bets Hee sR stone amnths tered cat te tl 1 abeecwetne ee SOIG Veccieccs 

WMAMA AME INCH g cs vah.w sine sceG eueanisiooes aacaee caetesos eis <0 UB Rta eed pn ears sickle oes oS 1 Seer me tna eee] BONG Fcoecas. 


94 


95 THOMAS: TALC. sesicccccccecess W8S ASe ed Ceesiceciocesee seve- | Oho LAMMMMNY soo 0i0c 0000 cvisiciee| secsieeecse February.) 1813 |..ceceee 


cesceccses| LOOG lecccccee 
7 1802! jecscieccs 


98 IRAN ECR IMRNUED 605,015 010s 'od sclo vise aaed coccsoceccesierases lee oenelOecccbeeisicsiscecscocaseee| 1 ee eeeeresy| 1802 jecccsece 

B  loxscwvennit OM Pestcens 
BV WOOO a ain'010'0'0 015 00.0:000% waeisinn ‘ccweses cocccecevece| East Baton Rouge.....cececces| 1 seeeseeeeleeeeeeeeee| 1808 Fecaefanies 
L,  [ossateasen|iemecienircet oNQOO | lessees 
WV at MOO PO Liain.'cs01a' sicipiniain bro's even 0'exie sieieie'sibivie: Sinise v bie Sivisinin's:s | s\e:cie's Une sin sinccesiee sea cvudacicis| sneneowceie 1 jevees — ene 


96 ALIN PAD YN iano ove sites nivinie: tise csigre isibiciaisieiele e bleiei cet euisiciale)| BASE ORIGIANINM cco csi becees coal ] Ceeeeceeee 
George H. Cunningham. .....cccccccccccccccccee coccsccees| East Baton Rouge.....cccccese 1 |eecccccccelecccce cece! 


99 | Elijah Ferguson ...... eisiniow tor sielaiavovsterateipinie aia ore areiana oiswisiereio Sale| Me NRONTRINERG oes fet lars oo beac ncta ene 


100 
101 
102 
103 


104 | RN cc iivenvsnsnanantaaavnnrnnviain tecewane| West Pehciana <iscsccceresessis 


| ast PERCH <: 5,0: cc0siesee-cncs 





CAUIATINE OUNNMIG HA sia: 6'0: 0.6 n:cc.c00in sins cane cnissiucicwiee'e esis]. cise clOcuiscdaciccedeceseecinsees 


PRIS Ale ECS MIEN aro\cis ain cjascreipialaiciaiola welcrewse ns oessigetesaeileswee Gln aes sine v6 seek a eesinecee 


105 PUPA PMAIOION iq ak alan ca: 0/aivin/6 ei Aiuio\e aieisie‘e/alere a tie a/sieie siace/eies aie eivieiere 
106 OREN eM inns: sare wininie ovis si seis cle'siaie 6a sition esmiceese silos aaiale 
107 | James and Williams Culfield ......2.cccccecoscecccscccsccce| Sts HEEND.....cccccccsecscecs 
108 SAMUEL ANG AVI C AION 5:6isc.0.05:00 vos seeiicies's viiccedes:| Hts. MMIMNONY ss cscaeeslcoesc ccs! 
109 
110 
ul 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
BAS: 1] WV ATIRIUMA NEN UEIY <a, 10 0 0'0;5:0)0'viciajciciais,aieidiaveseis Sala biesieiae eisels oldie 
119 
120 
121 
122 


| West Feliciana .........cceees 
se eeee sees seeeee eens TSID  fesecccee 
1802 [tttteeee 
ee es Cee 
BGGO lecceciccce 
leviaessceeol MRM SOI Ea acatenes 
aaiigs ésilah RE Teac 
Sopenctecas aie ateretaducl GEOR Recerca 


Pee Oo CRT LAD AND gat orb 15 ore 9101s 018 sisi eiv0's)a55'4 aie aie oi x die cunieioie cisis) ['eie 0s al Onieidislnicia 6eidiei6.c.ctuieiercicieaie’e | 
SU TCOMW aves Cepleeavicccaoeset 1 jecccccccceleseccccess| IBID feocecece 


ROOMS ARCH WOOE on os.ksiers-siniicieis. c(d'e-cibule ere eisigiow'sieeic'e;aiselaaie | 
| Sta Tammany. veces cacsca sees 1 fBesce aces bee OIG i caccuncs 
Oe ee een 
ime > a pereree 
| 1807 |eeeeeeee 
Jeseeceseoe| 1799 
March...} 1813 
| March...| 1813 
|eeeeeeeeee 1804 
Veeescensiafsinvccieeecel  2G00 
1809 |[ccccece 


PAVGNCECOTIU ICs ccs ccc: sicsdeicss sisue sieiscciceceneaislaeeineioese | WRESEMENCIANG ccc ccs ceeesaccsl 
Tohn Crocket....cccecsccccccccccccccnsscesccccccccssccees esse sds cccccceccesces cece cece! 


Cece ec eces| cece ccccee 


Dae MIURA wes caies owls vos aves: oeeee end 4 deulewese wees Sista |) NMot ERENCE NEE ars oivie's dulce: emiae neiaie/as 
| East Feliciana ......ccccsccess| 


James Hamilton .....eceeeeeeeee we seielese Moibleldlescieaeereeaesiswel fi WW Cle k CHEMMMB an Sci cco cote oe oe 


PONE BNE Wisse -a(aie A's 05 4.0 le eisielsceesvielesicieive cae eee newag eee 


Lal cell eel ee oe ce ©? 
Py 
. 
. 





bs ee AP PNABENRRED c's:c o1's 1s o15'9:a1eicisi pie 65% ois 410 -eidioie: 6 o:eia 616i slgi cio. wieibiclwe 


POW a UNO OA coronas fiers ss p'hwic dives sews sinideawice eeseisew se oeewwees|| DABUMCUCIAND coded siacedcccessfeecmcnaceet 


St Rennn Nye csatsasicea'a-Salseal sncwoueess 


PETAL OMEN ain clare aivihiawn aio Ais win vias) sreiele Wewdnic ee nas slow dlaseees 


Lite MRCIONU at cee-ciesiscnwavecccanleacewe ese 


1 
1 
| IIs ihm sande cirrlorsinneans l 
WVU VV ALCON S vin'a'scc'oc cicinic:ccindsseveswsia\scisie(eis ae%isicciseni| 2 
1 





PANPSES oh WIEN wicivioie vie'9'oisiess:visivalsiviewiciele ewes ses evlessineceeenesi|* 
James T. WeSt ceccecceccececccecetecceccesstececeescenaee terse sdOeseeceeeeeneeeeeecerees 1 teccvccees 


S90 | Heine Of Winsted Gikascock.......0000sssevevecsccsescvecss |oeseesO. epevnesessscccseeccees 





eeeeeeceee 


| 
| 

123 | Wl ONO S citeein wrow ce steisisieisitik'e Sivelaviassenin sie bceiisencasie 
| 


1 
] 
| East Feliciana ......ccceeeeees! 1 eee 
; | 
1 


ee}! PANT CWA ieccacoaa saw seleeweriese~e IRR COC NCES | 
EOD |) VSIA OCUNE ots si cka ies acicwise.s ce oesscecieoesereweenece | VWOSRINBION ccccmeseccccesicsin |teeeeeceesleceeaeeeee| 1809 [eeeeeee. 
MK |), DERSO Ry PONCE. 5.0: /0i0:si6 aise ste secretseawesecinasecescssceeccces | Slr c OMMANY ss cccces teecccee! |teteeeeees March...| 1813 |++++-s- 


128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 


SONAUIAT Gr IMOIC 0:6s 0:06eiwin ce bese eseeceseccees eceeoees 
WORE. Teconcuce 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Hab) eee 
ee eres 

| 

| 


Heirs of Jonathan Kemp .....cccceccesccceccccceevcrsececs | Sls HCIEMAs ee eeeeeeeeees ees! 1 ‘ania aie vee 


PITT VC accawaics ss sens wewissssieuiee wees ease ee se eweces 


eeeeceeses 


iy fASOOMLUNEY’ 5 o1<.016.6.010/5,0\cic:0oisic anise A'es'scieeeseseeiesceiccsices| ASCP CNCIAND cic cccccecssssee] 
| 





es een 
a 
a 
i eran 
ONT 
BOE Ls canssce 


ene Es ee 
| \ 


(MV AMADNNINE AIBN: clon croisc oeieis sis ececeieieWinc’ieetedeweltateweseee Ai oS gaia em 


David Singleton.....cccccccocee covccccccvccvcscccccce cove | Ste HELENA. ccs cceseee © covcccicccreccers ceeeeeeepe 


| 


East Peliciana ....ccccccocccce|secccccece 


SE PR MPERIINN ¢ 5:0 500-0 5 t10.616 <a iwn.e's si sine esas scale o <a pices see pene) |sssncnUOe.cackececseaeeees 


Jesse Hagan ..cecscececcccccccccccccscccecvcscccccccvesces | Obs HELENA... .ccccccees cevccee|seeeeceess 





St. PAM ALN eis conamancinneadloeeewaccaet 


Tsitial BOOKCr....00.scecccccsceccccccccccccccescsccccssecs| bast COR iraitidsctrcnitocmsaved 
| | 


PURINE ET MUIELY -cia'u: 6 ccsals iba sls nielareeivioeisinib dicie ales 8 empl ee awreteesetl 


137 
138 


i ol ee ee ee ee 





SAMUEL J. RANNELS, Reguster. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN WEST FLORIDA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 28, 1825. 


Treasury Department, December 27, 1825, 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 13th instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to the House any report he may have received from the receivey 
and register of the district of West Florida, under the provisions of an act of the last session of Congress 
entitled “An act to extend the time for the settlement of private land claims in the Territory of Florida” 
I have the honor to transmit a report herewith, signed by those officers, together with an explanatory 
letter which accompanied it, dated the 13th of July last. By the seventh section of the act the claimants 
described in it were allowed until the first of November to file their claims, but by the statement of the 
register and receiver it appears that none were expected to be filed after the date of their letter, and ag 
no additional report has since arrived from them, it is inferred that such was the fact. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





TALLAHASsEE, July 13, 1825, 


Sir: In obedience to an act of Congress approved March 8, 1825, the undersigned have the honor to 
transmit herewith a report of their proceedings, in the shape of a general abstract, embracing all the 
claims in support of which any testimony has been exhibited, and upon which it became their duty to 
decide. It is a continuation of the abstract of the same description, marked N, (see No. 433, page —,) 
and forwarded to the Secretary of the Treasury during the last session of Congress. The reasons upon 
which the present decisions have been made are to be found in the reports of the former board of commis- 
sioners upon abstracts to which the undersigned have referred, and now in the possession of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

The undersigned have been induced to make their report thus early from a belief that the business 
of the board has been brought to a final close; that no additional claims will be filed, or further evidence 
exhibited to establish their validity. Notwithstanding the notice of the undersigned to claimants, 
published for three months past, no testimony has been adduced in favor of any claim except in an 
individual instance. The secretary completed the recording on the 9th of June, and the undersigned are 
of the opinion that no further duties will be required of the register and receiver under the act of Congress 
above cited. Should the contrary, however, prove to be the fact, the case or cases may be readily reported 
before the meeting of the next Congress. 

With the highest respect and consideration, the undersigned remain your most obedient servants, 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON, Legister. 
R. K. CALL, Leceiver. 
Hon. Secretary or THE Treasury, Washington city. 





No. 2. 


22. Charles Lavalette present claimant; José Bernardo de Hevia original grantee. A gratuitous 
concession for a lot in the city of Pensacola, No. 253, 80 feet front by 166} feet deep, issued by Intendant 
Morales, dated July 5, 1811, and built upon and enclosed from 1811 to 1812. Confirmed as belonging to 
class of claims marked D. 

23. Francisco Balderas present claimant; Francisco Rodriguez original grantee. A gratuitous 
concession for the southern half of a lot in the city of Pensacola, No, 155, 86 feet 14 inch, English measure, 
front by 80 feet, same measure, deep, issued by Intendant Morales, dated March 23, 1810, and built upon 
and enclosed in the same year. Confirmed as belonging to a class of claims marked D. 

24. The heirs and legal representatives of Perina Masitte present claimants; Perina Masitte original 
claimant. No title papers filed in this case. The parol testimony shows that Perina Masitte obtained a 
grant of the Baron de Carondelet, in the year 1796, for a lot in the city of Pensacola, No. 93, 80 feet front 
by 170 feet deep; that it was built upon and enclosed within a year after the date of the grant, and 
occupied until 1803 or 1804. Recommended for confirmation. 

25. Reuben Starke present claimant; Manuel Durante original claimant, as recited in an act of sale 
from Benito Gareza to Starke, duly authenticated, and dated July 6, 1818, for a lot in the city of Pensa- 
cola, No. 16, 80 feet front by 80 feet deep. The mesne conveyance from Gareza to Starke aJso recognizes 
the existence of edifices, &c., on the lot at the time of the transfer. Recommended for confirmation as 
belonging to class of claims marked E. 

26. William King claims 640 acres in Escambia county, forming the suburbs of the city of Pensacola, 
and immediately contiguous to the two old forts, St. Michael and St. Bernard. He is proved to have been 
twenty-one years of age, the head of a family, and to have cleared and cultivated about four acres from 
the year 1818 to February 22, 1819, during which time he was a permanent resident of Pensacola; that 
between the years 1820 and 1821 three additional acres were cleared and enclosed, and a large two story 
framed house built thereon. This claim was reported as rejected at the last session of Congress, amongst 
the Spanish claims marked G, and is now recommended for confirmation under the first class of donation 
claims, marked 1. All which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL R. OVERTON, Register of the Western District of Florida. 
R. K. CALL, Receiver of Public Moneys, Land Office at Tallahassee. 
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SALE OF THE MORAVIAN LANDS IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1826. 


GENERAL Lanp Orrice, January 2, 1826. 

Sir: I enclose you a list of the lots of land ceded by the Society of the United Brethren to the United 
States, (see act of May 26, 1824,) and which have been valued at more than $1 25 per acre. These lands have 
been improved, and the improvements daily deteriorating; they are subject to a State tax, and having 
been subject to entry for more than twelve months at the price at which they were valued, I think it - 
probable that they will not sell for their appraised value, and that it is expedient to offer them at public 
sale in the same manner as other public lands; for which purpose I enclose you a copy of a bill. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Joun Scorr, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, H. R. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN WEST FLORIDA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 5, 1826. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, January 4, 1826. 


Sir: Since my letter of the 27th of December, in compliance with the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 13th of that month, relative to reports from the register and receiver of the land office 
for the western land district of Florida, I have received from those officers a supplemental and final report, 
dated the 2d of December, which, with the documents accompanying it, I have the honor herewith to transmit. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Srraxer of the House of Representatives. 





TaLLAHAssEE, December 2, 1825. 


Sir: Herewith enclosed we have the honor to report an abstract of claims to land in West Florida, 
founded on habitation and cultivation, between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, with the evidence 
in support of them. 

_Having completed all the business before us, and the time allowed for the presentation of claims having 
expired, we have the honor to report the commission for the settlement of land claims in West Florida 
finally closed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
~ R. K. CALL, Receiver. 
G. W. WARD, Register. 





Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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A report of claims to land in West Florida, founded on habitation and cultivation, between February 22, 1819 
and July 17, 1821; reported in obedience to an act of Congress approved May 26, 1824. : 




















eee 

| | | sé 

| | & S 

| | | a 2: 

No. | Names of claimants. | Age. No. of acres. Where situated. SEs 

| | “5 

| | an) 

| | is 
= =< ——| Ea 
1 William Ellis........cecccccecccescees vecscccees | Ql 5or 6 East side of Apalachicola river...cees.eeeee cecees 182] 
| ~ 
2 Bea OCI co ane bo ckaohs enabe ceaeed sh wnawens 21 10 or 12 | ...0.. UO. .ceeeesere UO., ..... seccecceee rece cccece 182] 
3 Henry A. Yonge .... ccc cece cces cans cecscccecens 21 4or 5 West side of Apalachicola river.......... 0008.00. 182) 
4 Henry Yonge .......ccesecce cece cece cece cccccees 21 20 East side of Apalachicola river..... e260. ..6. ceeees 1929 
5 DUR RNSES aie so eson saeco web ban seeesh econ | 21 10 or 12 [cece GO 2.  cecvece Os cise nue aimee uaciwipeesosnbapicn 1829 
6 Heirs of John Tanner.......+-. aRReN abceeesee | 21 200 faces. AO’ ssinesss ase IAD bc oles einie ia) o/s sess oicemieviee wis 1820 
7 | * John Carnochan. ....ccceee ...ceeeee cence ceees | 21 50 Jawewee UO ..00 seveces- DOs 6 <sseieess 0000 senses since cee 1829 
8 | SCAT, by he ee a eee | ) A (ESE Pete eral ere Holmes?’ valley, Walton county... : 1819 
a ee, <r er eee Seas. Kenn wieess | Bi 0 Bogavasasasweeeuriumenee DO soiepee cen UO... coscccceesceces weee ee | 189 

i | | 








* John Carnochan is one of those interested in the large grant to Forbes & Co., and settled on said grant. He is a large planter. 
¢ John Bush, we learn, had his claim rejected by the commissioners. He presented it to us, and the testimony, on the last day ; sinee which we have 


heard objections to it, and send such testimony as can be had. It accompanies _his report, 
R. K. CALL, Receiver. 
G. W. WARD, Register. 





No. 1. 


To the commissioners of land claims at Pensacola: 

The memorial of William Ellis, of Gadsden county, Territory of Florida, humbly showcth: That your 
memorialist emigrated from MecIntesh county, in the State of Georgia, and arrived in this country early in 
the spring of 1820; that your memorialist made a crop on the Apalachicola river that and the succeeding 
year; that your memorialist, in 1822, improved on the waters of Ocklockney, in said county, and has 
continued to improve there to this present day. Your memorialist, therefore, claims a right to the first 
improvement made on the Apalachicola prior to July 17, 1821, or the improvement near the Ocklockney 
river, where he now resides with a large family. 

Your memorialist begs leave to refer you to the annexed proof of the facts which he now asserts, and 
that you will be pleased to take his case into your serious consideration, and grant him such relief as you 
shall deem mect, as it is evident your memorialist built, planted, and cultivated the soil in Gadsden county 
within the time limited by the act of May 24, 1824; and your petitioner will ever pray, &c. 

WILLIAM ELLIS. 


OckLocKNEY SerrLement, July 12, 1824. 


Territory oF Froriwa, Gadsden County : 

This day personally appeared before me, Michael Harvey, a justice of the peace for the county afore- 
said, John Collins and William Heaton Ellis, residents of the county aforesaid, and, being duly sworn on 
the Holy Evangelists, depose and say: That they have perused and examined the within petition or memo- 


rial of William Ellis, and that the contents of the same are just and true to the best of their knowledge 
and belief. JOHN COLLINS. 
WILLIAM H. ELLIS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, August 12, 1824. 
M. HARVEY, Justice of the Peace. 


I certify that this instrument of writing was executed in my presence August 12, 1824, and that the 
12th day of July was inserted through a mistake. 
EDMUND DOYLE. 


John Collins, a witness in support of the claim of William Ellis, being duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith: That William Ellis, who was the head of a family and over twenty-one years of age, settled and 
improved a certain tract of land situated on the east side of the Apalachicola river, in the Territory of 
Florida, one mile below the Cut-off, in the spring of the year 1821; that he built houses and planted a 
crop of corn on the said tract of land; and that the said William Ellis was an actual inhabitant and 
cultivator of said tract of land July 17, 1821; and further this deponent saith not. 

his 
JOHN 4 COLLINS 


mark. 


Edmund Doyle, a witness in support of the claim of William Ellis, being duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith: That William Ellis, who was the head of a family and over twenty-one years of age, settled and 
improved a certain tract of land situated on the east side of Apalachicola river, in the Territory of Florida, 
one mile below the Cut-off, in the spring of the year 1821; that he built houses and planted a crop of corn 
on the said tract of land of five or six acres; and that the said William Ellis was an actual inhabitant 


and cultivator of said tract of land July 17, 1821; and further this deponent saith not. 
EDMUND DOYLE. 
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No. 2. 


To the commissioners of land claims at Pensacola : 


The memorial of John Collins, of Gadsden county, humbly showeth: That your memorialist arrived 
in this country in the month of April, 1820, and made a crop on the river Apalachicola that year; that 
your memorialist, wishing to remove to a more convenient situation, improved, in the fall of 1823, a tract 
of land of upwards of twenty acres on the waters of Rocky Comfort creek, a branch of Ocklockney river, 
on which he built a temporary cabin; that your memorialist was prevented from the further improvement 
of said tract on being informed that the aforesaid tract was included in the reserve made to Neamathla, 
the principal chief of the Seminole Indians; that your memorialist came into this country for the purpose 
of actual settlement, and would have done so if it was not for the unsettled state of the Indians at the 
time of his first arrival in the country, as will more fully appear by the evidence produced herewith. 
Your memorialist therefore prays you will be pleased to take his case into your consideration, as it will 
fully appear that your memorialist was an actual settler in the country prior to July 17, 1821; and your 


petitioner will pray, &e. 
JOHN COLLINS. 


Territory OF Frorwa, Gadsden County: 


This day personally appeared before me, Michael Harvey, justice of the peace for the county afore- 
said, William Ellis and William Heaton Ellis, residents of the county aforesaid, of lawful age, and, being 
duly sworn, depose that the contents of the foregoing petition are just and true, to the best of their knowl- 
edge and belief. WILLIAM ELLIS. 

WILLIAM H. ELLIS. 


Sworn to before me, and subscribed, August 12, 1824. 
M. HARVEY, Justice of the Peace. 


I certify that the above instrument of writing was sworn to and subscribed in my presence August 
12, 1824, and that July 12, 1824, was inserted through mistake. 
EDMUND DOYLE. 


William Ellis, a witness in support of the claim of John Collins, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith 
that, in April, 1820, said Collins, who was the head of a family, and above twenty-one years of age, 
commenced clearing a tract of land on the east of the Apalachicola river, north of a plantation settled by 
Carnochan, and cultivated the same land; and that the said John Collins was an actual inhabitant and 
cultivator of said land July 17, 1821; and furthermore this deponent saith not. 

WILLIAM ELLIS. 


Edmund Doyle, a witness in support of the claim of John Collins, being duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith that, for some time previous to July 17, 1821, the said John Collins, who was the head of a family, 
and above twenty-one years of age, had settled and planted a crop of corn on a tract of land situated on 
the east side of the Apalachicola river, of ten or twelve acres; and that he was in actual possession of 
that tract of land at that time; and furthermore this deponent saith not. 

EDMUND DOYLE. 





No. 3. 


To the commissioners of land claims, Tallahassee : 

The petition of Henry A. Yonge humbly showeth: That, in April, 1821, he located a tract of land on 
the west side of the Apalachicola river, bounded on the south by the plantation of Mr. William Hambly, 
east by the river, and north and west by Indians under chief Cochrane; and that he was actually an 
inhabitant and cultivator of said land July 17, 1821, during which time he sustained most disadvantages 
attending on new settlers, say the loss of crops and two slaves. Your petitioner, under all these circum- 
stances, wishing to avail himself of the provisions of an act of Congress dated May 26, 1824, granting 
donations to certain actual settlers in Florida, submits to the commissioners the propriety of his claim 
under said act. And your petitioner will ever pray. 

HENRY A. YONGE. 


TaLtaHassEE, October 4, 1825. 


William Ellis, a witness in support of the claim of Henry A. Yonge, being duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith that, in the spring of the year 1821, Henry A. Yonge cultivated a field on the west side of the 
Apalachicola river, on the north side of a tract of land cultivated by William Hambly, at the Spanish 
bluffs, on said river, and that he resided at the said bluffs; and that he was an actual inhabitant and 
cultivator of said land July 17, 1821; and further this deponent saith not. 

WILLIAM ELLIS. 


Edmund Doyle, a witness in support of the claim of Henry A. Yonge, being duly sworn, deposeth and 
saith that, in the spring of the year 1821, the said Henry A. Yonge cultivated a field of between four and 
five acres, situated on the west side of the Apalachicola river, and adjoining the field of William Hambly, 
at the Spanish bluffs, on said river; and that the said Henry A. Yonge was an actual cultivator of said 
tract of land July 17, 1821; and furthermore this deponent saith not. 

EDMUND DOYLE. 
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The deposition of John Collins, taken in the case of Henry A. Yonge, claimant under the donation act of 
May 26, 1824: 

John Collins, being duly sworn, saith that, in the spring of 1821, the said Henry A. Yonge settleg a 

tract of land on the west side of the Apalachicola river, cleared land, built houses, &c.; and that he wag 

actually a cultivator and inhabitant of that land July 17, 1821. 


450 





his 

JOHN of COLLINS, 
mark. 

Attest: GEO. T. WARD, Clerk. 


Personally appeared before Ambrose Crane, justice of the peace for Leonne county, Henry Yonge, 
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that his son, Henry Alexander Yonge, was over the age of 
twenty-one years, and the head of a family, at the time he settled a tract of land lying on the river 


Apalachicola, for which he claims a donation right under the act of Congress of May 26, 1824, 
HENRY YONGE. 


Sworn to before me, at Tallahassee, this 17th of September, 1825. 
AMBROSE CRANE, J. P. L. C. 





No. 4. 


To the commissioners of land claims, Tallahassee : 


The petition of Henry Yonge, of Gadsden county, humbly showeth: That, in June, 1819, he visited 
this Territory for the purpose of exploring it and locating a situation for cultivation; that he selected a 
place on the eastern side of the Apalachicola river, and the following year, say 1820, actually commenced 
a settlement; that, having persevered for two years under every disadvantage attendant on first settlers 
in new countries, from the loss of crops by freshets, and slaves by the unhealthiness of the situation, he 
was compelled to remove to his present residence in Gadsden county, thereby adding to his losses two 
years’ labor, in improvements, of upwards of twenty negroes. 

Your petitioner, under all these losses, wishing to avail himself of the provisions of an act of Congress 
dated May 26, 1824, granting donations to certain settlers in Florida, submits to the commissioners the 
propriety of his claim under said act. And your petitioner will ever pray, &c. 

HENRY YONGE. 


TaLLaHassEE, September 17, 1825. 


The deposition of John Carnochan, taken in the case of Henry Yonge, claimant under the donation act of 
May 26, 1824: 

John Carnochan, now being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that, in the year 1820, Henry Yonge did 
commence a settlement on the east side of the river Apalachicola, in the Territory of Florida, and that he 
then and there made very considerable improvements, built houses, and cultivated the soil with upwards of 
twenty hands; that he was actually a cultivator of the land July 17, 1821, and that he was the head ofa 


family, and over twenty-one years of age. 
JOHN CARNOCHAN. 


Territory oF Fioripa, Gadsden County: 


This day came before me, Ambrose Crane, justice of the peace for the county aforesaid, Edmund Doyle, 
of lawful age, who, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth that Henry Yonge did actually 
build, improve, and cultivate on a tract of land on the river Apalachicola, on the eastern side, at a point 


known by the mouth of the Cut-off, more than twenty acres, prior to July 21, 1821. 
EDMUND DOYLE. 


Sworn to before me, and subscribed, this 30th of October, 1824. 
AMBROSE CRANE. 





No. 5. 


To the receiver and register of the land office at Tallahassee : 

William S. Pope, a citizen of West Florida, petitions for a tract of land of six hundred and forty acres, 
situated on the east bank of the Apalachicola river, in the Territory of Florida, founded on habitation 
and cultivation prior to July 17, 1821. 

JOHN M. POPE, Agent. 


The deposition of John M. Pope, taken in the case of William S. Pope, claimant under donation act of 
Congress of May 26, 1824: 

John M. Pope, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the said William S. Pope, in the month of 
November, 1820, settled on the east side of the Apalachicola river, in the Territory of Florida, and that he 
cleared and improved land, built houses, &c.; and that he was, July 17, 1821, a cultivator and inhabitant 
of that land; that he was the head of a family, and over twenty-one years of age. 

JNO. M. POPE. 


Edmund Doyle, a witness in the case of William S. Pope, claimant under the donation act of May 26, 
1824, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the said William S. Pope settled, in the spring of the 
year 1821, on the east side of the Apalachicola river, and improved about ten or twelve acres, and was 
actually an inhabitant and cultivator of that land July 17, 1821. 


EDMUND DOYLE. 
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No. 6. 


To the receiver and register of the land office at Tallahassee : 


The heirs of John Tanner, late a citizen of West Florida, petitior for a tract of land of six hundred 
and forty acres, situated on the east bank of Apalachicola river, in the Territory of Florida, founded 
upon habitation and cultivation prior to July 17, 1821. 

JOHN M. POPE, Agent. 


The deposition of John M. Pope, taken in the case of the heirs of John Tanner, late a citizen of the 
Territory of Florida, and claimant under the donation act of Congress of May 26, 1824: 


John M. Pope being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the said John Tanner, in the month of 
November, 1820, made a settlement on the east side of Apalachicola river, in the Territory of Florida; 
that he cleared and improved land and built houses, and that he was, on July 17, 1821, actually an inhabi- 
tant and cultivator of that land, and that he was at that time the head of a family and over 21 years of 


age. 
JOHN M. POPE. 


The deposition of Edmund Doyle, taken in the case of the heirs of John Tanner, late a citizen of the 
Territory of Florida, and claimant under the donation act of May 26, 1824, showeth: That the said John 
Tanner, in the spring of the year 1821, settled on the east side of the river Apalachicola, near the Cut-off 
in that river, and nearly opposite the Spanish bluff; that he there made improvements, cultivated the soil, 
and was actually an inhabitant of said land, about twenty acres, July 17, 1821; that he was the head of - 
a family, and over 21 years of age at that time. 

EDMUND DOYLE. 





No. 1. 


To the commissioners of land claims, Tallahassee : 


The petition of John Carnochan, of Gadsden county, humbly showeth: That in the month of April, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, he removed from Georgia some negroes into this Territory, and 
made a settlement on the east side of the Apalachicola river, where the said slaves planted and made a 
crop that year and every season since; that your petitioner arrived on the above place in the month of 
September of said year, 1820, and has since then expended and laid out a great deal of money and labor 
thereon, clearing large fields, being the first person who introduced the long staple cotton and sugar cane 
into West Florida, cultivating the same, making improvements, erecting sugar-mill works, copper or sugar 
boilers, the only apparatus of the kind in all Western Florida. Your petitioner would humbly represent 
that, from the inundations of said river, the disturbed state of the Indians for years, the price of pro- 
visions and other supplies of all kinds, the numerous difficulties attending settling any new country, 
making roads, &c., &c., a large and valuable gang of slaves have not for the four years of 1820, 1821, 1822, 
1823, paid their own and plantation expenses. Your petitioner would wish to avail himself of the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress dated May 26, 1824, granting donations or privileges to certain settlers in 
Florida, submits to the commissioners the propriety of claiming such rights as may accrue therefrom; 
and further solicits such relief from the said commissioners as it may be in their power to grant him; and 


your petitioner will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 
JOHN CARNOCHAN. 
TatuanassEE, Leon County, October 4, 1825. 


Territory oF Frorma, Gadsden County: 


This day appeared before me, Jonathan Robinson, judge of the county court, Edmund Doyle, of said 
county, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that Mr. John Carnochan, also of said county, sent an 
overseer and number of slaves from the State of Georgia into this Territory, who settled on the east side 
of Apalachicola river in the month of April 1820, where they planted and made a crop that season and 
every year since; and that the said John Carnochan arrived himself at the place aforesaid in the month 
of September of same year, 1820; and this deponent further declares that the said John Carnochan and 
his before-named slaves have, there, on said river, in this Territory, made valuable buildings and improve- 
ments, and have cleared and cultivated large fields of the Sea Island or black seed cotton and the sugar 
cane, amounting to about fifty acres; and was the first person who introduced these two yaluable staples 
into this quarter of the Territory, at considerable expense, and is now, at this very time, erecting a valuable 
sugar-mill and works, with three large boilers of copper, to grind his crop of sugar cane made there this year. 
The said mill and works this deponent believes to be the first sugar apparatus erected in the western part 


of this Territory. 
EDMUND DOYLE. 
Sworn to before me November 25, 1824. 
JONATHAN ROBINSON, Judge. 
Sworn to before us October 4, 1825. 
R. K. CALL, 
G. W. WARD, Commissioners. 


The deposition of John Collins, taken in the claim of John Carnochan, showeth: That John Carnochan 
was a settler and cultivator of a tract of land on the east side of the river Apalachicola July 17, 1821, 
and that he made valuable improvements there between April 6, 1820, and July 17, 1821. 


his 
JOHN + COLLINS. 


mark. 


Attest: _ GEORGE T. WARD, Clerk. 

















PUBLIC LANDS. 








No. 8. 


To the commissioners of land claims for the district of West Florida: 

The petition of John W. Bush respectfully shows: That he claims six hundred and forty acres of land 
situate on the north side of the Chipola road, in Holmes’ valley, bounded west by the lands of John Bush, 
north by vacant lands, east by A. M. Rea, south by said road; which land he inhabited and cultivated on 
July 17, 1821, at which time he was twenty-one years of age and the head of a family. 

JOHN W. BUSH. 

Aveust 21, 1824. 


Territory or Fiorina, Jackson County: 

Personally came before me Asbury Bush, who, being duly sworn to state what he knew concerning 
John W. Bush making a settlement on the valley east of John Bush, states that said John W. Bush com. 
menced working at said place in 1819; took sick and came to his (said deponent’s) father’s; returned in 
1820, and commenced working on said place again, and lived there ever since, and ever since 1820 hag 
continued to-cultivate said land to the best of his (said deponent’s) knowledge; he hired F. Johnson to 
assist him in working on said premises in 1819, and John Menable to assist him in working on said 
premises in 1820, at the fall of which year John W. Bush and John Bush joined in farming; and that said 
John W. Bush has lived ever since on the above-described premises. 

ASBURY BUSH, 

OctosEr 19, 1825. 

JAMES B. RUSS, J. P. 


John Bush, a witness in the case of John W. Bush, claimant under the donation act of May 26, 1824, 
being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the said John W. Bush settled a tract of land in Holmes’ 
valley, Walton county, Territory of Florida, on the east side of a tract cultivated by this deponent, which 
the said John W. Bush commenced improving in the year 1819; and that he continued improving the said 
Jand until July 17, 1821, at which time he was an actual cultivator and inhabitant of the same, and that 
he was over twenty-one years of age at that time; and further this deponent saith not. 


JOHN BUSH. 


Territory oF Frorma, Leon County, December 3, 1825: 

I hereby certify that J. W. Bush came to school to me in the summer of 1822; that he, the said J. 
W. Bush, had never been the head of a family, but lived with his father, and in 1823 he sued his father 
as he told me, for his wages, he having notes of hand of his father—each note I think was for $19 and 
$20—to a large amount; he sued his father before Justice W. Lewis, obtained judgment, &c., and had 
his father’s negroes and other property sold, which is on Squire Lewis’ docket book; and said J. W. Bush 
purchased in his father’s property, and, from every appearance, I don’t think there could have been any 
crop made in 1821 by Bush; and the cause said J. W. Bush told me he sued his father for his wages from 
the time he left Georgia. 

J. R. LANE. 


The within affidavit was sworn to by the said Joseph R. Lane before me, at Tallahassee, this 3d 
day of December, 1825. 
AMBROSE CRANE, [1.s.] 
Judge of the County Court for the County of Leon. 





No. 9. 


Frorma Territory, Jackson County, United States: 

Personally came before me Presley Scurlock, and, being duly sworn to state what he knew concern- 
ing Eli Scurlock’s cultivating and inhabiting a tract of land in the valley, now in Walton county, also 
relating to said E. Scurlock’s renting of said land of John Innerarity, the said Presley makes the following 
statement: That said Eli Scurlock did occupy and cultivate a certain tract of land in the valley as above 
stated; that he had a considerable quantity of corn and Irish potatoes in cultivation; and that I saw a 
quantity of the potatoes after they were dug; and that said Eli lived there and cultivated in the year 
eighteen hundred and twenty; and that said Eli never rented said land of Inuerarity, to the best of my 
knowledge, nor ef any other person; and that I, said P. Scurlock, rented said land of said Innerarity, 
became dissatisfied, kept on up to Chipola, there made a crop in the said year 1820; the said Eli was 
twenty-one years of age at the time, viz: July 17, 1821, and was the head of a family. 

PRESLEY SCURLOCK. 

Sworn to before me October 19, 1825. 

JAMES B. RUSS, J. P. 


Friormwa Territory, Jackson County, United States: 

Personally came before me Jefferson Scurlock, who, being duly sworn to state what he knew with 
regard to Eli Scurlock’s cultivating and inhabiting a certain tract of land on the valley known by the 
name of the Big Field, whereon Wherriot Lewis now lives, which said place said Eli did cultivate and 
inhabit in the year eighteen hundred and twenty, by planting corn and potatoes; and that I saw 4 
quantity of potatoes dug out of said plantation, and eat a part of them; to the best of my knowledge and 
belief he never rented said land of John Innerarity, nor any other person. My father, Presley Scurlock, 
rented said land of Innerarity, but did not stay to make a crop, but moved on to Chipola, and there made 


a crop in the year 1820. 
JEFFERSON SCURLOCK. 


Sworn to before me October 19, 1825. 


JAMES B. RUSS, J. P. 

















1826. | COMPENSATION FOR AN INDIAN RESERVATION. 453 








a 

John Bush, a witness in the case of Eli Scurlock, claimant under the donation act of May 26, 1824, 
being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the said Eli Scurlock settled on a tract of land commonly 
known by the name of the Old or Big Field, in Holmes’ valley, Walton county, Territory of Florida, which 
tract of land he commenced cultivating in the year 1820. 


JOHN BUSH. 








19rH Conaress. ] No. 466. [1st Srsston. 
Seen ae ee 


COMPENSATION FOR AN INDIAN RESERVATION SOLD BY THE UNITED STATES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Cocke, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom were referred the petition and documents of 
James Wolcott and Mary, his wife, of the State of Ohio, submitted the following report: 


That, by a treaty held at St. Mary’s, in the State of Ohio, October 6, 1818, between the United States 
and the Miami nation of Indians, a section of land lying at the mouth of Stony creek, on the southeast 
side of the Wabash river, in the State of Indiana, was reserved to Mary Wells, a half-blooded Miami 
Indian, daughter of the late Captain William Wells. That the said Mary has since intermarried with 
James Wolcott, of the State of Ohio, who unites with her in the petition aforesaid. 

It appears, from the depositions of several respectable witnesses, that said section of land is of the 
first quality in point of fertility of soil, and possesses superior water privileges for mills and machinery 
of every description, and it also embraces a valuable coal mine. It further appears that upwards of two 
hundred acres of said land, including themost valuable part, and water privileges, was, in the month of 
December, 1824, by mistake of the officers of the government of the United States, sold at the land office 
at Crawfordsville, and State of Indiana. That the purchasers have erected a mill and made other valuable 
improvements on said land. Several respectable witnesses have testified to the value of said section of 
land, in a state of nature, all of whom estimate it to be worth at least three dollars per acre. The peti- 
tioners being willing to execute a conveyance to the United States for the entire section, on their receiving 
its value, without regard to the improvements, your committee conceive it would not only be good policy, 
but an act of justice on the part of government, to grant the prayer of the petitioners; they therefore 
report a bill allowing them three dollars per acre. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 28, 1825. 

Sir: Agreeably to your request, I enclose a plat of the survey of the reserve of 640 acres, for Mary 
Wells, exibiting the tracts that have been sold, when, and to whom, and for what price. It is estimated 
that about 190 acres of her reserve have been sold by the United States. 

I also enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Tiffin, explanatory of the causes that delayed the surveying 
of this reserve. 

With very great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 

Hon. Wituiam McLean, House of Representatives. 





Surveyor Generat’s Orrice, Chilicothe, April 26, 1825. 


Str: I have this morning received a letter from Mr. Dunn, register of the land office at Crawfordsville, 
Indiana, dated on the Ist instant, of which the following is a copy: 

“Your letter of the 14th of March, and plat of four sections at the mouth of Stony reek, including 
Mary Wells’ reserve, has been received. You will find, by referring to my return for the 4th quarter of 
1824, that her reserve includes a part of five cighty-acre lots, sold at the public sale of the public lands 
in December last.” 

This is a circumstance much to be regretted, but which has not grown out of any negligence on my 
part, or of any of my deputies. In 1819 I despatched Mr. Joseph 8. Allen, one of my deputies, for the 
express purpose of laying off and surveying the several Indian reservations in the State of Indiana, 
according to the treaties of St. Mary’s, in October, 1818. Mr. Allen, by my directions, reported himself 
to the Indian agent at Fort Wayne, (the late Dr. Turner,) and called on him for the necessary information 
respecting the situation of the various reserves, and to obtain of him the necessary guides, interpreters, 
&c., to accompany him. This was, in part, attended to by the Indian agent; but with all the information 
Mr. Allen could obtain, and all the exertions he could use, he was unable to find the situation of several 
of these reserves. Mr. Allen reported to me that because the Indians would not permit the survey of the 
section reserved (on the northwest side of the Wabash, at the mouth of Fork creek) to Ann Turner, the 
wife of Doctor Turner, the doctor forbade the survey of the section reserved to Mary Wells, who was his 
wife’s sister, and would give no information as to where it was situated. 

After Mr. Allen’s abortive attempt to complete the survey of the Indian reservations, I sent out 
‘ successively, and at different periods, Mr. Bently, Mr. Kellogg, and Captain Riley, beside specially 
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instructing my deputies, who were employed in subdividing the townships, to survey any Indian reserva. 
tions which, upon inquiry, they might find to be situated within their districts. 

But with all these precautions, the reserve of Mary Wells and that at the mouth of Atchepongquame 
creek, on Salamarie river, remained unfound and unsurveyed. The present worthy agent at Fort Wayne 
(General Tipton,) by his persevering exertions, has lately been able to find out and cause to be surveyed 
these two last named reserves. 

I submit this statement in explanation of the cause of the delay in surveying the reserve of Mary 
Wells, which, you will perceive, was not surveyed until subsequent to the sale of part of the land on which 
it has been located, that such measures in relation to the case may be adopted by the government as may 
seem most proper. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD TIFFIN. 

Georce Granam, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office, Washington. 





Accompanying the original documents is a plat of the survey of Mary Wells’ reserve. 


The tracts colored blue have been sold by the United States, viz: 


The E. 3 of NE. } 29, containing 80 acres, sold December 21, 1824, for $100, to H. Robinson. 
The W. 3 of NE. } 29, containing 80 acres, sold December 23, 1824, for $100, to J. Clark. 
The E. 4 of NW. 429, containing 80 acres, sold December 23, 1824, for $100, to J. Clark. 
The E. 3 of SE. } 29, containing 80 acres, sold January 10, 1825, for $100, to B. D. Angel. 
The W. 4 of SW. 4 29, containing 80 acres, sold December 21, 1824, for $100, to H. Manary. 
The E. 3 of SE. } 30, containing 80 acres, sold December 21, 1824, for $100, to D. Baum. 
The W. 3 of SE. } 30, containing 80 acres, sold December 21, 1824, for $100, to D. Baum. 
The W. 34 of NW. } 32, containing 80 acres, sold December 21, 1824, for $100, to D. Baum. 


Of the above sales about 190 acres are included within the lines of the reserve of 640 acres for Mary 
Wells. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN EAST AND WEST FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 6, 1826. 


Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred the resolution in reference to, and 
the reports of the boards of commissioners appointed to ascertain the titles and claims to lands in 
the Territory of Florida, reported: 


That they have examined the reports of the boards of commissioners both of East and West Florida. 
As no satisfactory returns have been made by the board in East Florida, nor any good reason furnished 
for the delay, the committee deem it improper now to act in reference to those claims. If a report is early 
made, the whole of the claims in that district may be embraced in one general law; and if none is made, 
perhaps some other mode of settling the unfinished business in that district had better be resorted to. 

The committee have looked carefully into the reports of the board of commissioners in West Florida, 
and find that they have performed the duties assigned them by the several acts of Congress with great 
care, neatness, and ability. The claims are all properly classed, and contained in general opinions and 
special abstracts, setting each class out in the most perspicuous manner, accompanied by the reasons for 
the confirmation or rejection, with an able exposition of national law, Spanish jurisprudence, and the 
rules, regulations, and usages on which the claims are founded. A few titles remain unsettled, recom- 
mended by the commissioners as equitable and just, and which, by law, they had not the power to confirm. 
In the opinion of the committee, ample justice has been done to the respective claimants, while, by the 
labor and diligence of the commissioners, the public interest has been zealously guarded, and all attempts 
at fraud and forgery detected and exposed. <A part of the reports in question was made after the time 
limited by law for the operations of the board had expired; but as the commissioners, who knew the 
business was unfinished, had every reason to believe they would be continued, and were compelled to 
remain at their post, in possession of the papers and records of the office, subject to the order of the 
government; and as they employed that time in advancing the interest of the claimants and the country, 
the committee are of opinion that their acts ought to be recognized, and they and their secretary com- 
pensated therefor. 

The committee therefore report a bill to confirm the commissioners’ reports, to legalize the acts done 
by them after their time of service had expired, to compensate them and their secretary for their services, 
and to point out a mode to adjust those claims on which the commissioners had not authority to decide. 
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LAND IN LIEU OF CLAIM COVERED BY INDIAN RESERVATION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 10, 1826. 


Mr. CampBett, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was recommitted the bill for the 
relief of William Hambly and Edmund Doyle, reported: 


It has been suggested to the committee that this case presents two questions for their investigation: 
1. Ought Hambly, who has for many years resided among the Creek Indians, to profit by the act of 
Congress of May 26, 1824? 2. May not the Indian chiefs, whose reservations included the petitioners’ 
improvements, have left the country, and thereby occasioned a vacancy on which their original claims 
may be confirmed ? 

In replying to the first question, it is proper to observe there is no proof to justify the conclusion 
that a difference ought to be made between Hambly and any other citizen whose claim for a donation 
received the favorable consideration of the board. Whether he actually inhabited and cultivated the 
land up till the date of the treaty with the Florida Indians, or until the time of exhibiting his proofs, does 
not appear. One of his witnesses testified before the commissioners that he was taken prisoner by the 
Indians in 1819. Another swears to his “habitation and cultivation” in the fall of 1821. Upon adverting 
to the “ Register,” or “ Blue Book,” lately furnished the members, it will be seen William Hambly, presumed 
to be the petitioner of that name, is an interpreter stationed at Fort Mitchell, in East Florida, with a 
salary of $400. To be entitled to the benefit of the law to which reference has been made, the claimant 
was required to prove himself the head of a family, of the age of twenty-one years, and that he inhabited 
and cultivated the land which he solicited as a donation on the 22d of February, in the year 1819. All 
this Hambly did, and it appears too late now to demand additional proof. In this statute there is nothing 
novel or peculiar in dispensing with evidence of a continued habitation and cultivation. The phraseology 
of many of the acts which obtained their origin in the cession of Louisiana is precisely similar. 
A donation was granted to those who inhabited and cultivated a tract of land December 20, 1803, the day 
on which the surrender of the country took place under the treaty. 

In responding to the second question, the committee will say they are not informed that the chiefs, or 
any of them, have abandoned their reservations; nor is it known to them within whose limits the petitioners’ 
improvements fall. The treaty with the Florida Indians bears date September 18, 1823, and was ratified 
the 2d of January following. To the clauses making reservations is appended the following declaration: 
“The United States promise to guaranty the peaceable possession of the reservation, as defined, to the 
aforesaid chiefs and their descendants only, so long as they shall continue to occupy, improve, or cultivate 
the same; but, in the event of the abandonment of all, or either of the reservations, by the chief or chiefs 
to whom they have been allotted, the reservations so abandoned shall revert to the United States.” It 
appears to the committee that, as so short a period has elapsed since the ratification of the treaty, the 
presumption is, no abandonment has taken place. It is hardly credible that improved lands, such as the 
petitioners resided on, would be so soon forsaken; but if they have, should the bill pass, the government 
will lose nothing, as it is believed the lands from which they have been removed are equal to any which 
may be acquired under the bill. 

As the committee discover no reason to withhold the relief solicited, they recommend the passage 
of the bill. 
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LAND CLAIM IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 10, 1826. 


Mr. Campsett, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of the heirs of Louis de la Houssaye, deceased, reported: 


Le Peltier de la Houssaye, Chevalier de la Houssaye, and Octave de la Houssaye, for themselves 
and the other heirs and legal representatives of Louis de la Houssaye, deceased, residents of the county 
of Attakapas, in the State of Louisiana, represent that, some time about the year 1813, Levin Wailes, 
register of the land office at Opelousas, and Louis Chacheré, sworn interpreter to the board of commis- 
sioners, came to the house of the said decedent, who was an old and infirm man, for the purpose of taking 
his deposition, and who then delivered to the said register a complete grant to him from the Spanish 
government for one league of land fronting upon each side of the Bayou Cailloux, of the ordinary depth; 
that the said register promised to record the said grant for confirmation; that soon after their father died; 
that upon inquiry at the land office it was ascertained that the register had not only neglected to record 
the grant as he had promised, but had actually lost or mislaid it, so that it could not be regained; that in 
consequence of his negligence their title to the said land has not been confirmed. Wherefore they solicit 


the passage of an act for their relief. 


The proof exhibited in support of this claim is as follows: Louis Chacheré swears that he was present 
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at the house of Louis de la Houssaye with Levin Wailes, the register, for the purpose of taking the said 
De la Houssaye’s deposition in reference to a claim entered for confirmation by the late André Martin. 
that De la Houssaye exhibited a concession of the Spanish government, granting to him one league of 
land fronting on each side of the Bayou Cailloux, which concession he handed to the register for the 
purpose of entering the same before the board. The affiant thinks the concession was signed by Governor 
Galvez, and was a complete grant; he does not recollect at what time this instrument was handed to 
the register. Valery Martin swears he was present at the house of De la Houssaye at the time alludeq 
to by Chacheré, but does not recollect whether the concession was handed to the register or not. 

The committee do not find this case free from difficulty. The petitioners claim under a complete 
Spanish title, which has been lost in the hands of a United States officer, whose duty it was to admit it 
to record. OC. Pellerin, whose testimony is strongest as to the character of the grant, swears “ that My 
De la Houssaye took possession of the land more than thirty years ago, and has always been in possession 
of the same, and enjoyed it as his property to the present day, and that his family is now in possession 
of it.” He does not say the possession was actual, or such a one as would be produced by habitation 
and cultivation. 

The opinions of men are so variant as to what constitutes a complete Spanish grant that it seems to 
the committee some doubt may rest on that of Mr. Pellerin. He may, in his first affidavit, allude merely 
to an order of survey. He says he went upon the land and located it and took possession. The fair 
deduction is that he acted as Mr. De la Houssaye’s agent in having the land surveyed, which was an act 
preliminary to that of obtaining a perfect title. It was but rarely the case that a patent was given for 
land prior to the location. Upon what condition this grant was made does not appear. 

‘As the claim is for a large tract of land, and the case susceptible of more particular and pointed 
proof, the committee recommend that they be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
and documents, and that they be laid on the table. 

Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace of St. Martin, Chatillon Pellerin, aged sixty- 
ihree years, who, being sworn, says that he knows the land of the heirs of Louis de la Houssaye for 
more than thirty years as the property of Mr. De la Houssaye, and in his possession; that he frequently 
saw the grant and complete concession for the same land on Bayou Cailloux, as stated in his former 
deposition; that he saw the land surveyed and measured under the Spanish government; that he is well 
acquainted with Spanish titles, and that the title of Mr. De la Houssaye was a true and genuine Spanish 
complete grant, and that Mr. De la Houssaye took possession of the same more than thirty years ago, 
and has always been in possession of the same, and enjoyed it as his property to the present day, and 


that his family is now in possession of it. 
CH. PELLERIN. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, May 12, 1825. 
L. G. HERLEGARD, Justice of the Peace in and for the Parish of St. Martin. 


I certify that L. G. de Herlegard, before whom the aforegoing deposition was taken, was, at the time 
of signing the same, a justice of the peace for the parish of St. Martin, in the State of Louisiana, and 


that I was present and saw him sign the same. 
Given December 12, 1825. WM. L. BRENT, of Louisiana. 


Translations of depositions in the case of the Messrs. De la Houssayes, of Louisiana. 


Mr. Louis de Blanc, an old inhabitant, and commandant under the Spanish government, says that he 
has a perfect knowledge that, under the Spanish government, in the time that he was commandant, a tract 
of land of one league in front, upon both sides of the Bayou Cailloux, or Grand Cailloux, was always 
considered by the Spanish government as the property of deceased Mr. Louis de la Houssaye, and that it 
was always reputed to be his land during the Spanish government. 

LOUIS C. DE BLANC. 


Sworn and subscribed to before the justice of the peace of St. Martin, February 12, 1824. 
JOSEPH FRENCH, Justice of the Peace, ée. 


Mr. Nicholas Chatillon Pellerin, an old inhabitant, says that, under the Spanish government, it was 
always known and considered that the deceased Louis de la Houssaye owned a tract of land upon the 
Grand Cailloux, of a league in front, upon both sides of the said bayou; that he has seen and read the 
concession from the Spanish government to Louis de la Houssaye; that it was signed by Governor 
Galvez; that it was for a league front on both sides of the bayou; that he had the said grant in his 
possession, and was sent by Mr. De la Houssaye to take possession of said land for him; that he went 
upon said land and located it and took possession; that it has always been considered as his property. 

Sworn to, &c., February 12, 1824. 

CH. PELLERIN. 


Executed before, &c. 
B. MARTELL, Justice, &c. 


Mr. John B. Dautreiul, an old inhabitant, says that Lavau Trudeau, the surveyvr general, in his 
presence delivered to deceased Louis de la Houssaye the title papers and survey, under the Spanish 
government, for a tract of land upon the Grand Cailloux; that he has often seen the said grant, and also 
often heard it read; it was for a league front upon both sides of the Bayou Cailloux aforesaid. 

Sworn to, &c., February 13, 1824. J. B. DAUTREIUL. 

Executed before, &c. JOSIAH FRENCH, Justice, &c. 

Mr. Hubert Pellerin, an old inhabitant, says that he has a perfect knowledge that, under the Spanish 
government, Mr. Louis de la Houssaye owned the land upon Grand Caillour bayou; that the land was of 
great extent; it has always been considered by every person as his land; that this deponent was sent by 
Mr. De la Houssaye upon the land itself, and that he visited the spot where the grant was laid. 

Sworn to, &c., February 13, 1824. 

HU. PELLERIN. 


Executed, &c., before, &c. 


JOSIAH FRENCH, Justice, éc. 
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I certify that I know the several persons whose depositions are given to establish Mr. De la Hous- 
gsaye’s claim to the land upon Grand Cailloux—they are of the first families in Louisiana, and several 
of them filled high and honorable stations under the Spanish government. Their testimony is entitled to 
full credit and faith. Witness, March 29, 1824. 

WM. L. BRENT, of Louisiana. 


I further certify that I have always understood that said land, claimed by the Messrs. De la Hous- 
saye, has always been in their possession and in the possession of their father, in virtue of a grant from 
the Spanish government from before the change of government; and they are in possession of the same 
at this time, and have been, to my knowledge, for some time; and, I believe, have always possessed it 


since they owned it. 
WM. L. BRENT, Representative from Louisiana. 


Report of the register and receiver at Opelousas, dated December 30, 1815. 


SECOND CLASS. 
3 


No. 42. “La Houssaye claims four hundred and eighty superficial arpents of land, viz: 12 arpents front 
by 40 deep, situated on the east bank of the Bayou Teché, county of Attakapas; bounded on one side by 
lands of Messrs. La Houssaye, held under an order of survey in favor of Louis Gravemberg for the 
quantity as claimed, dated March 4, 1788, and signed by Estevan Miro, then governor of Louisiana, which 
order of survey alone accompanies the notice. The claimant adducing no deed of sale from the original 

rantee, the confirmation is recommended to the legal representatives of Louis Gravemberg.” 

[This claim has been confirmed by the act of February 5, 1825.] 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 29, 1825. 


Sir: As an answer to your letter of yesterday, I enclose herewith a list of all the claims in the 
district of Opelousas confirmed to Louis de la Houssaye individually, or to him jointly with others. 
With very great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. J. W. Campsett, House of Representatives. 


Lapeletier de la Houssa..............00e eee @ tract of 1,600 arpents...........0cescee in Attakapas. 
Louis and Alexander de la Houssa............... Oe. GR. a, FS Wai ccc cciscns oa he 
Pcccecbevcwes MA stannic arewnecaawese do... es IR Adda endeanweawe ae 
eee ECO TT TOC TE Tee i) PV LESR Hidicea esa ceases kee 
Louis and Alexander de la Houssaye............. Ps <5) Pt AO Rxiecunes nan eOeeCaneas eee 
Di sectuneased er ere eT err Eg EO ee ee eee 
Di eoren caste re eee eo Sea Rees wen Cedeneedeadcnwe eee 
eee Tee ee Dicinaine 4 54a annewneex i A HAKeiG esc ednaeenenene Tee 
Si Gisnedeones ee ee ee ere ET ica PE eT CTC E ECCT TCT TROT OG sed 
a UE TCE eEe PacsWedkean cs iwawenwes Wi PRA INGA SE ska cds ecsicsnsaenwee RET 
eer er Wake Fé KN CEN EU SRE os) RE NG A CAR aha Seed eneenavenen Oiisiwes 
isccevnenwes DEtsceies, ck Mave iieees 0h 4) Se I reeves dew ntexnaauad GOs 66% 
RT OP IE ose ici sees ivacsiccdvcce. 65) Rs SNARE N Astor ence BOs kak 
ag ERO CLO LETC ee ET CT CULET CCC T OE iss) Weta Me siKieniesaddeusedaducens | eee 
ELAS Sa Rae TASS we een RNa + SAN aes Ps) ON 6 Aiea swadadsaeenneee eee 
ccc deS ee CR Lkbad wAbaee hewe nade’ ee ee ee ee ee eee 
Louis de la Houssaye and others ...............+- 5), Were oc di nhs o50esce cad san eneet Givcha 


La Houssaye claimed a tract of four hundred and eighty arpents in Attakapas, which has been 
confirmed to the legal representatives of the original grantee, Louis Gravemberg, as La Houssaye 
produced no title from him. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 7, 1826. 


Sir: Agreeably to your request, I enclose herewith copies from the reports in this office of all the 
claims in Louisiana that appear to have been confirmed in the name of De la Houssaye, which is all the 
information in relation to those claims that is in this office. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. J. W. Campsett, House of Representatives. 
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QUANTITY OF LAND SURVEYED AND SUBJECT TO SALE, THE QUANTITY SOLD, AND THE 
| QUANTITY REMAINING UNSOLD. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 11, 1826. 


Treasury Department, January 9, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 27th of last month, directing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to lay before the Senate a statement showing the quantity of public lands originally subject 
to sale that has been surveyed, and the quantity thereof, including relinquished lands, that remains unsold 
in each of the land districts, I have the honor to transmit herewith a report and statement (marked A) 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office containing the information desired. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

The Hon. the Presinent of the Senate. 





GeNeERAL Lanp Orrice, January 5, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the United States bearing date December 27, 
1825, in the following words: Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to lay before the 
Senate a statement showing the quantity of public lands originally subject to sale that has been surveyed, 
and the quantity thereof, including the relinquished lands, that remains unsold in each of the land dis- 
tricts,” which resolution was referred to this office, I have the honor to enclose you the statement marked A. 
The first column in that statement shows the quantity of land actually surveyed and subject to be sold by 
the United States in each land district, agreeably to the present limits of the respective districts. 

The second column shows the quantity of land, after deducting those relinquished and reverted, which 
has been sold at the respective land offices; but, as the land offices have in a great number of instances 
been divided and altered as to limits, th©amount of land sold at each land office does not correspond with the 
amount of land sold in the land district in which the offices are now situated. The third column, there- 
fore, which is formed by deducting the amounts stated in the second from those of the first column, does 
not exhibit the quantity of land which remains unsold in each land district as they now exist, and as the 
terms of the resolution require. It exhibits the quantities, in detail, in all cases where the land district 
has not been altered; in all those cases where the land district has been divided it exhibits aggregate 
quantities. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. GEORGE GRAHAM. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Marietta, including the reserved sections 652, 800 165, 948.54 
in Ohio Company’s purchase. i 
PUCADENMINE wie cetises sewsesewecoesosocus 1,882, 964 | 1, 496,703.09 1, 441,033.34 
W165 420.62 |} scescase eececeee| Sold at New York and Pittsburg, 1787 and 1796, and 
1 : : , 3 
situated in the now Marietta and Steubenville dis- 
tricts. : 
PRBONTING 6 cic ccicies vaisiex Suede pe nsadeeee 1,629, 220 943,878 42 Rerealeines iueeens aon deducting the lands appropriated for revolu- 
Chilicothe ....cccccoe be sieiciom EARS ae eeree ie 2,022, 707 | 1,007,652.71 1,015, 054.29 tionary services. 
CNCHBON 5 csGsecesecacs hawaabwnre await 3, 413, 521 | 2,629, 400.49 734, 120.51 
WN OURLEN Seiccislowsicislcispuwewievsn seu civoweuieee 1,234,500 | 921, 353.96 313, 146.04 
* | 
Piqua ....... paisaiasbaisreibiats sieis wictcsa clones 2,365,529 | 25,851.47 2, 338, 677.53 
Delaware........ Saisie Genres eeus-vs seen 2,031,791 | 292, 984.35 1,738,806 65 
Ohio ....<.. ecccee eo cccccccccccccces 15,233, 032 | 7,602, 193.64 | 7, 630, 838.36 
— | — | 
cn aici 2,758, 483 | 1, 125,674.02 | | 
f ay cen an | ( 4,920,017.62 | The aries of the districts of prsonville a 
ND si sibiinsvsnaeasinarnciaxceaed 4,424,984 | 1, 187,775.36 | 3 1,920, 017.6 sins boundaries of the districts of — nville se 
Brookville 9. 198.622 | 611,733.37 1.585.888.63 Vincennes have both been altered since the first 
the eeeee See eeeee eeeeeesees sees wy hI Vow | 9 (00.0 gO, OOO 200 
1 | sles 
istethscemmame er Te 2,690, 384 | Q74, 194.95 2,326,189 05 | Siles. 
Fort Wayne 1.228, 622 5,105.00 1.223.517.00 | The quantity here exhibited as sold at Vincennes 
e Pere servers serese eeeeeecoee gawd, U~H~ V5 . ’ g~~v ye . . 
____| __ineludes a portion of the land now forming the 
ai ceipdaisamaeen 13,211,095 | 3, 154,482.70 | 10,056,612 30 | Palestine district, in Illinois State. 
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Kaskaskia .....seeeseeecees Seeesnnwesh es 2, 035, 840 | 239, 511.52 | ) 
Shawneetown ......eeeeeseee Eosbeeeeene] 3,183, 139 | 384, 180.07 | 
Vandalia .......e0s06 jepese neon Scaeaeee 4, 442,614 | 13, 006.45 ann - ; 
inthe’ ae 3, 861, 661 | 40,635.41 + 17,055,114.74 | The boundaries of each of the districts of Kaskaskia, 
Edwardsville, including the unselected | 4,656,264 | 447, (69.81 | sannainciicndnenitioe a have been altered 
military lands attached thereto. | J since their first institution. Sales were originally 
North of Edwardsville, including the un- | 3,490, 300 | 6x, 116.58 3, 422, 183,42 | made at Vincennes land office, in part, of the nowy 
selected military lands attached thereto. | ES CON SNRs CINE CHIN 
the Palestine land office are here stated. Sales, in 
Nc sakiscrksdsriviesenseninds 21,669,818 | 1,192,519.84| — 20,477,298.16 | Part, of the Palestine district were also made at 
Shawneetown. 
ee OS Eee nee ey y SoEsene 3, 334, 224 | 368, 770.99 | } 
Howard county, excluding military boun- | 4,014, 624 | 461, 126.02 
ties, 468,960 acres. | boa dal. ; 
Western district Ree nea 2, 315, 898 | 25,838 87 19, 355,845.07 | There were originally but three land districts in Mis- 
Salt River district..........++s0008 eer 3,361, 173 | 10, 961.12 sour, ‘These now form Give districts. The que- 
Cape Girardeau helee as at 7,256,007 | 59,383.93 tity sold at each land office is stated in the returns, 
| J The quantity remaining unsold is therefore given 
Missouti.........2.00sseseseseeee| 20, 281, 926 | 926,080.93 |  19,355,845.07 a ihe sehinte Basho te the agpegntn, aad wot ty 
H istricts. 
North of Red river ........0.sseeseeeeees! 1, 808, 165 | 3,669.43 1,804, 495.57 
Southwestern district ......+seeeeeeeeees | 1, 488, 357 55, 354.60 1, 433, 002.40 
Southeastern district ....+sseeeeeeeeeeees! 222, 240 | 80, 837.04 141, 402.96 
| | 
LOUiSiANa 2.00 ceeeeceeeeescees “uel 3,518, 762 139, 861.07 3, 378, 900.93 
| After deducting land appropriated to mili- 
Lawrence county and Arkansas, exclud- | ities { 29, 264.63  aiaaaiaa ay ere viz: patented........ i 867,040 
ing selections for military bounties. rare | 3,218.93 ' ere Remaining to be located of the quantity 
| | selected and now in the lottery....... 295,840 
Arkansas Territory......esceeeeeees, 9, 286, 846 | 32, 483,56 9, 254, 362.44 | | Total quantity appropriated to military 
| — | bounties in Arkansas........eeeeeeee 1,162,880 
NE piidcitinnincrasacncrenscassscers| 3, 327,180 | 220,095.44 Saat 
ee p nA | - ane 4, 284, 230.28 | The aggregate quantity remaining unsold in those dis- 
Southern district..... ipbese abheeuaeerert 1, 204, 953 | 27, 807.28 pais ee) : 
| (OR : tricts is taken in consequence of the latter having 
Michigan Territory....... ss-a004 4,532, 133 | ees) «<a | TO ee erm, we ee ee 
4 H | portion of the sales was made. 
Mississippi— 
Choctaw district .......... ceoepeabenl 3,692, 225 128, 406 .42 3, 563, 818.58 
West of Pearl river....... seee ehh ee 2, 915, 097 1,098, 812.11 1,816, 284.89 | ees ; 
Jackson Court-house........eee+s005) 3,445, 142 553.80 | ) sid pio - _— a wns etachiamacnasal 
Alabama— | 5,566, 988.18 much as the former was formed, ~ great part, out 
East of Pearl river ......00+s peer 2,875, 920 753,520.02 of the latter, where the greater portion of the sales 
Ns ciitarccnsncicqnitnsscier! 5,683,810 | 1,082,201.45 | j ‘was made. 
TUSCAlOOSA....eeeeeees S| 4, 024, 793 348, 582,79 12, 042, 184.57 | At each of these Jand offices there have been sales 
| . 
Cahaba ........scccccscces ocsecccsec| 4, 922, 348 1, 157,892.19 made out of the present district limits. Hence 
Conecuh Court-house. ..+.eseeeeees | 3,839, 734 39, 149.70 3, 800, 584.30 those three districts are stated in the aggregate. 
| 
Aggregate Reale enr eh eet 31, 399, 069 | 4,609, 208.48 26, 789, 860.52 
os oe | 
Tallahassee, West Florida........see00- ‘| 405, 782 | 44, 427.55 361, 354.45 
RECAPITULATION. 
QHIO.. 0000 cccccccccccccccccccccccosccses 15, 233, 032 7,602, 193.64 | 7,630, 838.36 
Undiana .0.000 sesccccccccccccccccecccess 13,211,095 3, 154, 482.70 10, 056, 612.30 
THINOIS ....ccccccccccccccccecccccccccece 21,669, 818 1, 192,519.84 20, 477, 298.16 
MissOuri, ...cccccccccccccccccccvccescce 20, 281, 926 926, 080.93 19, 355, 845.07 
Louisiana. ....0.cccccccccccscccscccccces 3,518, 762 139, 861.07 3, 378, 900.93 
Arkansas TerritOry......cccsesccsececees 9, 286, 846 32, 483.56 9, 254, 362.44 
Michigan Territory.......... Spas eessonee 4, 532, 133 247, 902.72 4, 284, 230.28 
Mississippi and Alabama.............000+ 31,399, 069 4,609, 208.48 26, 789, 860.52 
West Florida ....ccccccccccscccccccceccs 405, 782 44, 427.55 361, 354,45 
DOM occ ccscescccccssvcecees 119, 538, 463 17, 949, 160.49 101,589, 302.51 

















TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, January 5, 1826. 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 
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DISPOSAL OF LANDS SUBJECT TO INUNDATION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 11, 1826, 


Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the resolution directing them 
to “inquire into the expediency of providing by law for disposal of such portions of the public 
lands as have not been surveyed and prepared for sale in consequence of their liability to periodical 
inundations,” reported: 


That no case has been presented to them of the character alluded to in the resolution; nor has the 
attention of the committee been directed to any particular portion of the country where such provisions 
would be necessary. The United States have already surveyed and prepared for sale such immense 
quantities of land in every State and Territory of the Union where public lands are situated, that the 
committee believe that, were the lands contemplated in the resolution ordered to be prepared for market, 
put little or any would be purchased. Agriculturists are not disposed to purchase lands covered 
with water, and incur the expense of draining it before it can be rendered useful and profitable, when 
for the same or perhaps a less price they can procure high and healthy situations, which, with but little 
trouble and less expense, they can immediately render productive. 

The committee therefore submit the following resolution: } 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 








19rH Concress. } No. 472. [1st Sesston. 


CLAIMS BETWEEN THE RIO HONDO AND THE SABINE, IN LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 13, 1826. 


Mr. Wuirpte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the report of the register and 
receiver of the land district south of the Red river, in Louisiana, upon the land claims situated 
between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine, in what is called the Neutral Territory, [see No. 446,] 
reported: 


That on March 8, 1828, an act was passed by which the above-named territory was annexed to the 
land district south of Red river, and the register and receiver of said district were required to receive and 
record all written evidences of claims to land in said tract of country derived from, and issued by, the 
Spanish government of Texas prior to December 20, 1803, according to the regulations as to the granting 
of lands, and the laws and ordinances of said government. The register and receiver of said district were 
also required to receive and record all evidences of claim founded on occupation, habitation, and cultiva- 
tion, designating particularly the time and manner in which each tract was occupied, inhabited, and 
cutivated, prior to and on February 22, 1819, and the continuance of such habitation and cutivation sub- 
sequent to that time, with the extent of improvement upon each tract. They were further required by 
said act to receive and record such evidence as may be produced touching the performance of conditions 
required to be performed by any holder of any grant, congession, warrant, or order of survey, or other written 
evidence of claim, and on which the validity of such claim may have depended under the government from 
which it emanated. They were also required by said act to receive and record all evidence of fraud in 
obtaining or issuing the written evidence of such claims, and of their abandonment or forfeiture. 

The said act further requires that the register and receiver shall transmit to the Secretary of the 
Treasury a complete record of all claims presented to them under the act, and the evidence appertaining 
to each claim. 

They are also required to make an abstract, dividing said claims into four distinct classes, and to 
transmit it to the Treasury Department. 

The first class is required to contain a specification of the nature and extent of complete titles, the 
time when, by whom, and to whom issued; with the date of any transfer, the name of the person trans- 
ferring, and to whom tranferred; and whether the conditions of such grants have been complied with. 

The second class is required to contain all claims founded on written evidence, and not embraced in 
the first class, when the conditions on which the perfection thereof into complete titles have been complied 
with, according to the laws and ordinances of the Spanish government. 

The third class includes all claims founded on habitation and cultivation prior to February 22, 1819, 
where such habitation and cultivation would have entitled the claimants to a title under the government 
exercising the sovereign power over that country, and which, in the opinion of the register and receiver, 
ought to be confirmed. 

The fourth class is required by said act to consist of such claims as, in the opinion of the register and 
receiver, ought not to be confirmed. 

The said act also contains a proviso that none of the proceedings directed to be had under it shall 
be considered as a pledge, on the part of Congress, to confirm any claim thus reported. 

The committee are of opinion that the act above referred to made it the duty of the register and 
_Teceiver, in the first and second classes specified in said act, to report to Congress the rules and regula- 
‘tions, laws and ordinances of the government of Texas under and by virtue of which grants were made, 
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as well as the evidences of title which existed in the form of written evidence on which claims Were 
founded; and likewise the conditions attached to said grants by the Spanish authorities, and whether 
such conditions had been complied with by the claimants or their representatives. 

It appears by the report of the register and receiver of the land district south of Red river that they 
repaired to Natchitoches, and held their sittings therein; that no record of land titles, nor other certajn 
written evidence of title, was presented to them for examination; that the laws and ordinances under 
which the Spanish authorities of Texas granted or pretended to grant lands were not to be found, and 
consequently, were not examined by them; and that no traces of evidence of the right by which pergong 
settled upon the Neutral Territory held their lands could be subjected to the examination of said officers 
except what could be obtained from the recollection of the inhabitants, examined under oath; and that 
resort was therefore had to the testimony of such witnesses as the said officers of the land office deemed 
worthy of credit. 

Your committee will not here pause to animadvert upon the danger of permitting those directly or 
indirectly interested in the confirmation of land titles claimed either by themselves, their representatives 
or friends, to testify even on oath, not only to the origin and progress of their respective grants, but also 
to the rules and regulations by which the Spanish authorities of said province were governed in the 
exercise of the power of granting lands, which power must have been conferred by the laws and edicts of 
the Spanish monarchy. 

It is further manifest that the usages of those who pretended to grant lands in said Neutral Territory, 
if those who testified before the register and receiver are to be credited, were not in conformity to the 
rules and regulations adopted in the provinces of Louisiana and Florida while under the Spanish govern- 
ment, nor did they conform to any regulations which are known to have been established either by the 
King of Spain or his Council of Indies. It, however, appears from the report of the register and receiver 
that, while claims of the first class were under their examination, certain written documents, purporting 
to be grants emanating from the governor of Nacogdoches, or the commissioner of the same, were pre- 
sented to them, and upon these papers they have founded their report, recommending the confirmation of 
the claims in this class. 

The register and receiver have not reported whether any, and if any, what, conditions were annexed 
to these grants; nor have they informed whether, if conditions were annexed, such conditions have been 
complied with by the grantees. These grants are therefore reported as perfect and absolute grants, 
without any assignable inducements on the part of the Spanish authorities to the making of them, and 
without any condition subsequent upon the performance of which their perfection or completion might 
depend. 

The claims of this class are not, therefore, brought within the purview of the act of Congress, nor 
do they conform to any description of claims known to this government to have been grants regularly 
and legally issued by the Spanish government. 

The committee here beg leave to refer to the able and lucid report of the commissioners of West 
Florida on the general nature of Spanish grants. 

The first class of cases reported by the register and receiver of the land district south of Red river 
ought not, therefore, in the opinion of the committee, to be confirmed. 

In the examination of the second class under the act of Congress, the register and receiver have not 
complied with the provisions of the act. This class, as will be seen above, was, by said law of Congress, to 
consist of claims founded on written titles, where conditions were imposed; and subsequent proceedings 
were, therefore, necessary to complete the grants. In some of the cases of claim in this class, as appears 
by the report of the register and receiver, conditions were annexed to the concessions, such as the final 
approval of the superior authority, &c., &c., which the committee will not minutely detail; and yet no 
proof is reported by said land officers to show that the necessary approval or confirmation was ever 
obtained, or any of the conditions complied with. The surveys in many, if not all, of these cases have been 
made by surveyors of the United States; but it does not appear by what authority these surveyors acted 
in running the lines of the claims in question. The committee are of opinion that it would be dangerous 
to the interests of the government to permit such loose and imperfect evidence to constitute the founda- 
tion of title to any portion of the public domain, and cannot, therefore, recommend the recognition of this 
class of claims. 

The third class of claims is founded on habitation and cultivation prior to February 22, 1819, where 
such habitation and cultivation would have entitled the claimant to a title under the government exercising 
authority over that country, and which, in the opinion of the commissioners, ought to be confirmed. 

The register and receiver have reported a very considerable number of claims for confirmation in this 
class; the habitation and cultivation is sufficiently proved, according to the act of Congress, but no 
evidence whatever is returned by which the claimants would appear to be entitled to grants, in conse- 
quence of such habitation and cultivation, from the Spanish authorities. It is also proper to remark, that 
the several claimants in this as well as in the other classes of claims reported have testified for each 
other, all having a direct and common interest in procuring confirmation of their titles by the United 
States. This single fact must very much weaken the force of their testimony, and, where it is not sup- 
ported by other circumstances and evidence, ought to cause it to be received with great caution. 

In addition to the foregoing facts, the committee deem it incumbent on them to state that it appears, 
from documents submitted to them by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that sixteen claims 
reported for confirmation by the register and receiver of the land district south of Red river are upon 
lands claimed by the Caddo Indians. 

These claimants were, by the former Secretary of War, ordered off the Caddo lands, but, it seems, 
did not obey the order, and have, by some process unknown to your committee, induced the said register 
and receiver to report their claims for confirmation. The Indian agent for that quarter has, in behalf of 
these sons of the forest, transmitted a statement of their case for the consideration of the government. 

Under all the circumstances presented, the committee are of opinion that it is not expedient, at present, 
to confirm any of this class of claims. 

The several claimants who have, for some time prior to the possession of the said Neutral Territory 
by the United States, inhabited and cultivated lands under the expectation of obtaining final titles from 
the Spanish authorities, may hereafter be considered as entitled to some consideration from the govern- 
ment of the United States; and it may become a question how far they shall have extended to them the 
regards and liberality of the government, which have frequently been extended to others in the shape of 
donations. Of this the government may, however, consider, when no adverse and conflicting Indian claims 
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shall exist. At present, the committee are of opinion that no measures should be taken on the report of 
the register and receiver of the land district south of the Red river. They therefore ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 





Genera Lanp Orrice, January 6, 1826. 

Sir: The report of the commissioners for adjusting claims to lands in the Neutral Territory being 
pefore the Committee on Public Lands, I take the liberty of enclosing to you the paper marked A, con- 
taining information relative to several of the claims recommended in that report for confirmation 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

Hon. Joun Scort, House of Representatives. 





A. 


Department or War, Office Indian Affairs, July 9, 1825. 


Sir: I enclose herewith an extract of a letter from Captain Gray, Indian agent, &c., with a copy of 
the list of claimants to donations of land (stated to be under an act of Congress) therein referred to 
annexed; and will thank you, if you possess any information on the subject, to furnish it, to be communi- 
cated to the agent for his direction. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 





THOS. L. McKENNEY. 
Georce Granany, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 





Extract of a letter from George Gray, Indian agent on Red river, to the Secretary of War, dated May 26, 1825. 

“T also enclose you a list of the names of persons that were ordered off the Caddo lands by order 
of the former Secretary of War, who have since laid in claims for donations on the Caddo lands. I 
mention this that our government may be apprised of their improper claims to the Caddo lands.” 


Memorandum of names of persons claiming donations, under the donation act of Congress, on Caddo lands. 


1, Leonard Dyson; 2. Samuel Norris; 3. B. Poira; 4. Henry Stockman; 5. Peter Stockman; 6. Philip 
Frederick; 7. Moses Robertson; 8. James Farris; 9. Cesar Wallace; 10. John Armstrong; 11. Old Lay; 
12. James Wallace; 13. James Coats; 14. Charles Myers; 15. Manuel Treshall. 








Copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to George Gray, Indian agent on Red 
river, dated August 11, 1825. 

Sir: The War Department having furnished me with an extract of your letter of the 26th May last, 
in relation to claims to land, I have to inform you that, on an examination of your list with the report of 
the commissioners on the claims to land between the Rio Hondo and the Sabine rivers, which has not been 
acted upon by Congress, I find they recommend for confirmation the claims of the following persons men- 
tioned in your list, viz: Leonard Dyson, Samuel Norris, B. Poira, Henry Stockman, Peter Stockman, 
Moses Robertson, James Farris, Cesar Wallace, and John Armstrong. Any evidence you may furnish 
me with, in relation to the foregoing claims, will be submitted to the committee to whom the report of 
the commissioners shall be referred at the next session of Congress. 


I am, very respectfully, &c. 
GEO. GRAHAM. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 12, 1826. 


_ Sir: On the 6th instant I enclosed to you a copy of my letter to G. Gray, esq., Indian agent on Red 
river, in relation to some claims to land recommended for confirmation by the register and receiver at 
Opelousas, in their reports on the neutral country, which were stated to be in the Caddo tract; and I 
now enclose a copy of his answer received this day. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hon. Joun Scort, of the House of Representatives. 





Cappo Prairie, Red River Agency, November 30, 1825. 


_ Sir: Thad the honor of receiving yours of the 4th of August last, in relation to the lands entered by 
certain persons residing on Caddo lands. I have no evidence to offer, except that those persons were, 
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i, 


in the first instance, permitted to settle on the lands they now wish to hold under the donation act by the 
Caddo chief some years since; and that the Caddo nation of Indians have had quiet possession of thoge 
lands under both the Spanish and French governments, and have never been termed neutral lands, and are 
situated immediately on Red river, and are not within sixty miles of any of the waters of the Rio Hondo 
and are, beyond any doubt, Caddo lands. Those persons were all, eighteen months since, ordered off 
those lands by order of the Secretary of War, and generally removed to the east side of Red river, entire} 

out of the Indian boundary. Last spring Red river was uncommonly high, and inundated the east side of 
Red river, and those intruders were permitted to remove to their former residence. The persons whoge 
names I have forwarded some time since to the War Department are intruders, and are violators of the 
laws of the United States, with a very few exceptions, and first settled on the lands they now wish to hold 
for the purpose of trading whiskey to the Indians; and I am informed that those people formerly paid the 
Caddo chief a rent for the lands they now occupy. Those persons settled on the Caddo lands some time 
previous to my being appointed Indian agent. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, your most obedient, humble servant, 
G. GRAY, Indian Agent. 





Geo. Granau, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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CLAIM OF THE NEW ENGLAND MISSISSIPPI LAND COMPANY. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 17, 1826. 


Mr. Mutts, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of Ebenezer Oliver 
and others, directors of an association called the New England Mississippi Land Company, reported: 


Ist. That by the articles of agreement and cession of April 24, 1802, between the United States and 
the State of Georgia, it was agreed that the United States might (in such manner as not to interfere with 
the payment to be made to the State of Georgia, or with the satisfaction of certain land claims agreed to 
be confirmed by the United States) appropriate not exceeding five millions of acres for satisfying certain 
claims on the land then ceded to the United States, commonly called the Yazoo claims, provided the act 
of Congress making such appropriation was passed within one year. 

2d. That by the act entitled “ An act regulating the grants of land, and providing for the disposal of 
the lands of the United States,” passed March 3, 1803, so much as should be found necessary of the five 
millions of acres, reserved as before stated, were appropriated to the purpose for which they had been 
reserved. But it was provided by that act “that no other claims shall be embraced by this appropriation 
but those the evidence of which shall have, on or before the first day of January next, been exhibited by 
the claimants to the Secretary of State, and recorded in books to be kept in his office for that purpose,” &c. 

3d. That, pursuant to the provisions of the last-mentioned act, the claims to the said lands were 
exhibited to the Secretary of State, including those now in question; but the passage of the final act, 
providing for their adjustment and satisfaction, was delayed until the year 1814. 

4th. That many of the claims so exhibited were found to conflict with each other, and also with 
rights which had been acquired by the United States, in consequence of surrenders made to the State of 
Georgia, and which, by virtue of the cession, enured to the United States. 

5th. That to make the indemnity and provide for the adjustment of the claims in question the act of 
March 31, 1814, was passed, by which—First. The President was authorized and required to cause to be 
issued from the treasury of the United States, to such claimants respectively as had exhibited their claims 
agreeably to the act of 1803, certificates of stock, payable out of moneys arising from the sale of said 
public land, and, among other companies, to the persons claiming in the name or under the Georgia 
Mississippi Company, a sum not exceeding in the whole one million five hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Second. That the claimants of the lands might file in the office of the Secretary of State a release of 
all their claims to the United States, and an assignment and transfer to the United States of their claim 
to any money deposited or paid to the State of Georgia; such release and assignment to take effect on, the 
indemnification of the claimants, according to the provisions of that act. 

Third. Commissioners were to be, and were accordingly appointed, ‘to adjudge and finally determine 
upon all controversies arising from such claims, so released as aforesaid, which may be found to conflict 
with and be adverse to each other, and also to adjudge and determine upon all such claims under the 
aforesaid act or pretended act of the State of Georgia as may be found to have accrued to the United 
States by operation of law.” 

6th. That the provisions of the act of 1814 were, in all respects, pursuaut to a compromise made in 
behalf of the United States with the claimants, including the present petitioners, and that the release 
required by the said act was made by them. 

7th. That before the commissioners the petitioners, as trustees of the New England Mississippi Land 
Company, claimed as the persons entitled to the one million five hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
directed to be issued to the Georgia Mississippi Company, their claim to indemnity for 957,600 acres, 
amounting to $130,425, was resisted in behalf of the Georgia Mississippi Company, on the ground that 
the consideration money for said lands had not been paid; and that, therefore, they were, in equity, entitled 
to the indemnity provided by the act of Congress. It appeared before the commissioners that the land 
included in said grant, estimated to contain eleven million three hundred and eighty thousand acres, had 
been sold by the Georgia Mississippi Company to the New England Mississippi Company, at the rate of 
ten cents per acre, two cents whereof had been paid in cash, and the residue secured by negotiable notes, 
with approved endorsers; of which notes about one-tenth part, say $95,760, then remained unpaid, and 
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pelonged to the said original grantees, called the Georgia Mississippi Company, most of the members of 
which (about three-fuurths in amount) had surrendered to the State of Georgia, and received from the 
treasury the sum they had paid therein, by virtue of the rescinding act, so called, of Georgia; but the other 
members had released to the United States, in virtue of said act of Congress of March 31, 1814, and claimed, 
in conflict with said petitioners, such proportion of the indemnity as was equal to their interest in said 
notes. The commissioners decided that the said notes, although no mortgage was given therefor, and 
though the signers of said notes had long since transferred their interest in said lands, and although the 
conveyance from the Georgia Mississippi Company was absolute, and the deed delivered by their written 
direction to the grantees, upon their giving security, as aforesaid, created a lien upon said land, and in 
consequence of such decision they deducted from the claim of said petitioners the said sum of $130,425, 
and distributed the same as follows, to wit: the sum of thirty-five thousand and twenty-two dollars was 

aid to the said Georgia members, who released, as afuresaid, being their proportion in said notes; and 
the residue, say ninety-five thousand four hundred and three dollars, were ordered to be retained in the 
treasury of the United States, as representing the other owners of said notes, who had surrendered, as 
aforesaid, and thus accruing, by operation of law, to the United States. 

8th. The petitioners object to this decision as erroneous, and they ask to have the $130,425 paid to 
them by the United States, or their release to the extent of the 957,600 acres cancelled, so that they may 
assert their title to the lands in a court of law. The Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of 
Brown and Gilman, 4 Wheaton, 256, have decided that the grant from the Georgia Mississippi Land 
Company to the individuals who afterwards constituted and composed the New England Mississippi 
Land Company conveyed the legal estate, notwithstanding the act of Georgia prohibiting the deeds for 
the same from being recorded; and that, by the terms of the contract and the law of the land, the grantors 
had no lien on the land for the consideration money, and that, therefore, the decree of the commissioners 
in that respect was erroneous. For the grounds of that decision, its operation upon the interests of the 
petitioners and those they represent, and for a more particular statement of the facts and circumstances 
connected with the whole transaction, the committee refer to the case of Brown and Gilman, to the decree 
of the commissioners accompanying this report, to the accompanying certificates of the two commissioners, 
and to a more particular statement made by the petitioners to the Judiciary Committee, and adopted by 
them in their report of February 7, 1823. 

9th. The committee acquiesce in the correctness of the decision of the Supreme Court, and believe 
that the decision of the commissioners on the point of law raised before them was erronepus; which error 
is fully certified by said commissioners, and manifestly appears in their records. 

It is expressly provided by said act that the release of the claimants was “to take effect on the 
indemnification of such claimants being made conformably to the provisions of said act;” and it is also 
provided that the commissioners were to adjudge and finally determine upon all controversies arising 
from such claims so released. 

Taking these sections into view, the committee are of opinion that, as respects said sum paid on said 
conflicting claim to said Georgia members as aforesaid, the petitioners ought not to be relieved, such 
decision being made final by the act; but as respects said sum now in the treasury, which, by virtue of 
said act, ought to have been paid to said petitioners as indemnification for their said release, but which 
was erroneously withheld from them as aforesaid, the committee apprehend that the petitioners are well 
entitled to relief; and for that purpose they report a bill. 





hinge 





Decree of commissioners on Yazoo claims, Georgia Mississippi Company. 


This company having sold all the lands included in their grant (excepting the reservations for 
citizens) to certain individuals in Boston, associated under the name of the New England Mississippi 
Land Company, the whole indemnity provided by the act of Congress for claimants under this grant was 
demanded by the trustees of the latter company in behalf of the members thereof, the trustees having 
released to the United States all the title of the company to the land comprehended in the grant. 

This claim was opposed, first, by the scripholders of the original Georgia Mississippi Company, 
claiming under certain certificates issued to the proprietors under that grant, before the sale made to the 
New England Mississippi Land Company, which certificates were produced by them and released to the 
United States. The foundation of this claim rested on the allegation that the New England purchasers 
had not fully paid the purchase money for the land, and that the original shareholders had a lien on the 
land for whatever balance was due. The board considered that the principles of equity sanction this 
Opposition; and having ascertained, from the evidence exhibited, that the sum of $95,760 remained due 
to the original company for the purchase which, upon the terms of the sale, amounted to 957,600 acres, 
they decreed, upon the grounds stated more particularly in their first decree in this company, that 
$130,425 12, the proportion of indemnity to which that quantity of land would be entitled, should be 
deducted from the amount claimed by the New England Mississippi Land Company. 

The claim of the New England Company was further opposed in behalf of the United States, who 
claimed to be considered as representing the interest of such of the old Georgia Mississippi shareholders 
as have surrendered their claims to the State of Georgia, and drawn their proportions of the original 
purchase money from the treasury of that State, and as thereby entitled to retain, out of the sum deducted 
as above stated, from the indemnity claimed by the New England Company, such proportions as those 
shareholders would have been entitled to had they not surrendered such claims. The board decreed that 
the United States were entitled to represent the interest of these original surrendered shares, and that 
the sum stated, of $130,425 12, could neither be awarded exclusively to the shareholders who released to 
the United States, nor lessened by the New England Company’s retaining to the amount of the shares 

surrendered to Georgia; but that the United States, representing the surrendered shares, should take 
equally with the releasing shareholders. By this decree the above sum was proportioned as follows: 
To shares of Georgia Mississippi Company released to the United States................4+ $50,608 48 
To the United States, representing 284 surrendered shares. ..........6...00ceeeeeeeeeeee 123,903 94 

The claim of the trustees of the New England Company was still further opposed by some of the share- 
holders in that company, who produced their certificates to the board, and executed, individually, releases te 
the United States, and prayed to have their respéctive proportions of the indemnity awarded to them 
separately, and protested against its being awarded generally to the trustees for the benefit of the company. 
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The board considered themselves bound to grant this application for the reasons stated in their 
second decree under this grant of June 29, 1815, but, at the same time, thought the demand of the 
trustees, that these individual claimants should bear their proportion of the expenses incurred by the 
company if allowed to receive their proportions of the indemnity separately, just and reasonable, 

These claimants, holding shares amounting to acres, were, therefore, by the award of the board 
entitled to receive $259,132 72 as their proportion of the indemnity, deducting their proportion of the 
expenses, and subject to some other charges for expenses, which they settled with the trustees, 

The following statement shows the particular distribution, according to the principles above stateq 
of the indemnity provided by the act for claims under this grant, and the proportion reserved to the 
United States: 














Total indemnity provided for this company by act of Congress............++.seeeeee - $1,550,000 09 

Awarded as follows: 
To the releasers of Georgia Mississippi Company’s certificates............ 0. eee e eee ees $50,608 48 
To the individual releasers of the New England Mississippi certificates................. 259,132 179 
To the trustees of the New England Mississippi Land Company...............++eeeees 1,077,561 73 
To A. Jackson, for his interest in the sale made to the New England Mississippi Land 

SA eer eer TT TTT Teer Te Tee eT Te TL eT The ee eee ore 24,831 99 
Reserved to the United States for 284 certificates Georgia Mississippi Company surren- 

oe EF eT eer err eT eer rer Ter eT Tey Tee TT eee ie a elect ele 123,903 94 
Reserved to the United States for incalculable fractions in the divisions of the indemnity. 93 
Amount of W. Hampton’s thirty-two shares, claimed in behalf of the United States, and 

deducted from the claim of the United States against him.............eeee cece 13,961 00 


ee 


1,550,000 00 


—— 
———. 
——. 





True copy from the records. 
Teste: RICHARD WALLACK, 


Late Secretary Board of Commissioners on Yazoo Claims. 


The certificates issued by the Georgia Mississippi Company were generally for four shares each, and 
the sum awarded to the holder of such certificate of four shares was $1,745 123. 

The fund out of which the holders of Georgia Mississippi Company’s certificates were paid, and the 
surrenders to the State of Georgia in the said company, consisted of the sum of $130,425 12 reserved 
from the claim of the New England Mississippi Land Company for unpaid notes of certain original 
purchasers in that company, and the amount of 691,667 acres of the New England Mississippi Land 
Company’s certificates in the hands of Amasa Jackson, making together the amount of $213,305 56, 
deducting for allowance to the specie payment to the New England Mississippi Company $2,399 22. 


Statement in figures of the disposition of the above sum of two hundred and thirteen thousand three hundred 
and five dollars and fifty-five cents. 


To Georgia Mississippi Company’s certificates, including those surrendered to the State 
of Georgia under Hampton’s certificates, and those released to the United States.... $188,473 49 














ee ee ees Pak doe eed ink eo awieee Kha kENERS eedReSe 24,831 90 
213,305 32 
Attest: RICHARD WALLACK, 


Late Secretary Board of Commissioners on Yazoo Claims. 


Having acted as one of the commissioners under the act of Congress providing for the indemnification 
of certain claimants of public lands in the Mississippi Territory, I do certify that the board of commis- 
sioners did reject the claim for indemnification made by the New England Land Company for that portion 
of land which was the subject of controversy in the case decided by the Supreme Court between Gilman and 
Brown, and reported in the fourth volume of Wheaton’s Reports. The ground upon which this rejection 
was made was an opinion which the commissioners then entertained, that the title of this land, through 
its whole ¢ourse of transfer, was an equitable title; and the original purchase money not having been 
paid for it, they considered that the debt was a lien upon the land, and that the claimant had no right to 
the indemnification until that lien was discharged. 

I recollect that our information of the laws of Georgia upon the subject of land conveyances was 
but imperfect; but in the discussion of this claim before the board it seemed to be given up that the title 
in all its stages was an equitable title, and so we finally thought. The decision, however, of this question 
by the Supreme Court is otherwise. They have decided that the title was a legal one throughout; and 
that question being so settled, I have no hesitation in saying that I should, under such an impression of 
the law, have awarded the indemnification to the claimants; and I doubt not but that my associates 
would have concurred with me in this opinion. I now consider this a fair subject for the interposition 
of the legislature, and should deem it reasonable that the claim should be allowed. 

THOMAS SWANN. 

Aexanpria, December 30, 1822. 


I have examined, as carefully as I could upon so short a notice, the decree of the Yazoo commis: 
sioners of March 8, 1816, upon the claim of the New England Mississippi Company, by which the sum of 
$130,425 12 was deducted from the indemnity claimed by that company and awarded to the Georgia 
Mississippi Company, on the ground of a lien asserted by the latter company for part of the purchase 
money due for the land which had been granted to the Georgia Company, and by them sold out to the 
persons composing the New England Mississippi Company. 

The Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of Brown and Gilman, express an opinion that 

















1826.] | LAND CLAIM IN LOUISIANA. 467 





the claim of the Georgia Company to this lien could not be supported. I have not seen the records sent 
up to the Supreme Court in this case, and do not see in the printed report of the cause that the same docu- 
ments and evidence, showing the agreements and correspondence of the two companies upon this subject, 
were before the court that had been laid before the commissioners. If they were, I suppose it would be 
right to conclude that the commissioners, and not the Supreme Court, had erred in their decision. The 
poard, in their decree of March 8, 1816, refer to the agreements and correspondence of the parties; and 
the record in the case of Brown and Gilman will show whether they were introduced into that case. 


F. S. KEY, 


It is now represented to me that, by the laws of Georgia, a vendor has no lien upon land sold when 
he takes a note for the purchase money. If this be the case, the commissioners certainly erred in their 
decision. If such a ground had been supported before them they would certainly have decided against 


the lien. 
GrorGeTOWN, January 2, 1823. | ae 





1 the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The petition of Ebenezer Oliver, Benjamin Joy, Thomas L. Winthrop, George Blake, and Joseph 
Sewall, all of the State of Massachusetts, humbly showeth: That, by an act of Congress bearing date 
March 31, 1814, entitled “An act providing for the indemnification of certain claimants of public lands 
in the Mississippi Territory,” a certain sum of money was granted to persons claiming said land under 
the Georgia Mississippi Company who should give a sufficient legal release of their claims to the United 
States, to take effect on their indemnification of such claimants being made conformably to the provisions 
of said act; and that in virtue thereof, and of the acts in addition thereto, commissioners were appointed 
to adjudge and determine upon the sufficiency of the release of said claims, and also to adjudge and 
determine upon all controversies arising from claims so released. 

Whereupon your petitioners, acting as trustees or directors for said claimants under said Georgia 
Mississippi Company, caused to be released to the United States all their claim in and to the said lands, 
and fully complied with all the requisitions of said acts, trusting that they should receive the indemnity 
therein made, provided their title was just and legal; but the said commissioners, having erroneous 
information respecting the laws of Georgia, adjudged the title of said petitioners to be invalid as respects 
a certain portion of said land, viz: nine hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hundred acres, and that 
certain certificates (commonly called scrip) issued for the said land were not obligatory in law. 

Your petitioners were much surprised at said decree, but trusted, from the superior knowledge of 
the commissioners, that the same might be correct. It now appears, however, that on process of law 
against your petitioners before the Supreme Court of the United States, it has been decided that the title 
so rejected by the commissioners was good and valid in law and equity; and your petitioners have, 
accordingly, been compelled to pay and satisfy the persons who held the title so pronounced imperfect. 

It is apprehended that said commissioners are now fully sensible of the error in their decree, founded 
on misinformation respecting the laws of Georgia, by means of which your petitioners have incurred great 
loss and damage. 

Wherefore, your petitioners humbly pray that the proportion of indemnity granted to them by said 
act, and which has been withheld from them as aforesaid, may be delivered to them, or that they may be 
reinstated in the title to said proportion of land, which they have ceded to the United States withuot having 
received the indemnification therefor granted by said act. 

EBENEZER OLIVER, 
BENJAMIN JOY, 
THOMAS L. WINTHROP, 
GEORGE BLAKE, 
JOSEPH SEWALL, 

By their attorney, RUFUS G, AMORY. 
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LAND CLAIM IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 1826. 


Mr. Campsett, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of John H. Mills, reported: 


The petitioner states that, as far back as 1800, Matthew O’Fallan obtained from the Spanish govern- 
ment a large tract of land, situated in the parish of West Feliciana, in the State of Louisiana, which has 
been “inhabited and cultivated ” from that period until the present; that on August 10, 1805, the said O’F allan 
sold a part of the said tract of land to Ellis and Stewart; that on March 7, 1809, the said purchase was 
divided by amicable arrangement, when 195 arpents, fronting on Thompson’s creek, and lying between 
the lands of Samples and Lush, were set off to the said Stewart; that in the year 1810 or 1811 the said 
Stewart removed with his family to Mobile, where they all died; that owing to this circumstance, as the 
petitioner believes, the evidences of title to the land so owned by him were not exhibited to the proper 
board for confirmation; that Ellis’ claims to his moiety under the partition has been confirmed; that on 
July 23, 1825, at a probate sale of the land allotted to the said Ellis, the petitioner became the purchaser. 
Wherefore, he prays the passage of an act to confirm him in his claim against the United States. 

John Murdock swears that, in the month of January, in the year 1800, he returned from Mexico and 
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settled on Thompson’s creek, where he now resides; that on his return he found Matthew O’Fallan in 
possession of and cultivating a tract of land lying on the west side of the said creek, fronting 12 arpentg 
and running back 40; that in the year 1805 the said O’Fallan sold the said land to John Ellis and 
Christopher 8. Stewart, merchants, who cultivated the same until the close of the year 1808; that the same 
has been generally in the cultivation of persons claiming under Ellis and Stewart. The affidavit, of which 
the foregoing is an extract, is sworn to on June 12, 1820. 

Moses Samples swears that about the year 1805 John Ellis and Christo. Strong Stewart purchageq 
from Matthew O’Fallan a tract of land situated on Thompson’s creek, containing about 480 arpents, more 
or less; that they moved to and took possession of the same, and continued their habitation and cultivation 
until 1809, when a division took place; that soon after Stewart moved to Mobile, and has not returned 
since; that it has been reported and believed that he and every member of his family died; that he, the 
affiant, lives on the part which was allotted to Ellis, and which was confirmed to Isaac Johnson, who 
exhibited his evidence of claim to the board at St. Helena Court-house. Sworn to October 27, 1895, 

An authenticated copy of the proceedings, in reference to the probate sale, from the office of the judge 
of the parish of West Feliciana, is exhibited. From this voucher it appears partition of the land wag 
made between Ellis and Stewart, and that the petitioner became the purchaser for $150. 

The committee think the petitioner entitled to relief, and report a bill for that purpose. 
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SETTLERS ON PUBLIC LANDS AND THE RIGHT OF PRE-EMPTION, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 18, 1826. 


Mr. Vixtoy, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred the resolution of the 14th December, 
instructing them “to inquire into the expediency of adopting some provision which may secure to 
the person in possession of public lands the benefit of the crop growing at the time of sale, and 
also to grant to those who may have relinquished lands under laws heretofore passed the pre- 
emption right of becoming the purchaser of those lands at the price such lands may have been 
originally sold for;” and also the resolution of the 6th of January, instructing them “ to inquire into 
the expediency of permitting settlers on lands that have been relinquished by them to the United 
States under any of the acts for the relief of the purchasers of public lands, and who had improved 
the same previous to making such relinquishment, to occupy the same until they shall be again sold 
by the United States, and to have the right of removing any crop that may be growing on the same 
at the time of making such sale,” reported: 


That, in discharge of the duty assigned them, the committee proceeded to examine the several matters 
referred to them, in the order in which they are presented in the foregoing resolutions; and in the first 
place directed their attention to the first branch of the resolution of the 14th of December, instructing 
them “ to inquire into the expediency of adopting some provision which may secure to the person in posses- 
sion of public lands the benefit of the crop growing at the time of sale.” 

It has been the policy of the government, for the most obvious reasons, to discountenance all settle- 
ments upon the public lands before they are brought into market and sold; and among the many existing 
evidences of this policy is to be found a legal prohibition, now in force, against all unauthorized settlements 
upon the public domain. The committee know of no cause to be dissatisfied with this policy, but on the 
contrary are of opinion it ought to be carried into strict and undeviating execution. This branch of the 
resolution proposes an innovation upon that policy, which would be likely to result in consequences in 
their nature subversive of the principles upon which the land system is based. The adoption of it would 
hold out an indirect invitation and encouragement to all who were so disposed to possess themselves of 
the public lands, without title or interest in them. It would, in effect, place those who had tortuously 
entered upon the footing of tenants at will with a possession recognized and sanctioned by the government. 
It has been found that legal prohibitions are entirely inadequate to repress trespasses to a considerable 
extent upon public lands; and with this encouragement those innovations would be likely to become so 
numerous as seriously to obstruct their sale. This effect would be produced in a variety of ways. In the 
first place, those who would otherwise become purchasers would, instead of purchasing, be induced, under 
this encouragement, to settle down upon the lands of the public with the intention perhaps of purchasing 
when compelled to do so, but not before. In the next place, the circumstance of possession being withheld 
until a growing crop were taken off would be a serious obstacle in the way of purchasers, who, in a great 
majority of cases, are poor, and have occasion to occupy the premises and commence the business of 
improvement as soon as possible. And, again, those who now are or should be in possession of lands 
under such a tenure would have a direct interest in preventing their sale. A purchaser would be looked 
upon by this class of men as their enemy, and whatever combination, violence, and artifice could do to 
prevent his ingress into their neighborhood, or to drive him from it, would in many instances be effected. 
Experience has shown that those who fasten upon the public lands with one moment’s encouragement can 
never afterwards be loosened from their hold. The adoption of this measure would be immediately followed 
up by a claim to a pre-emption right or donation of the lands so possessed; and if denied, that which was 
granted as a favor would be treated as an act of oppression. The government would be murmured against, 
and reproached with inducing the occupants to devote their time and labor to the improvement of these 
lands, for the unworthy purpose of reaping the proceeds in the enhanced price it would be pretended was 
obtained for them in consequence of such improvement. For these reasons, and others that might be 
suggested, the committee are of opinion that the adoption of the measure proposed by this part of the 
resolution now under consideration would be impolitic and inexpedient. 
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a 
As to the second branch of the resolutioh of the 14th of December, which proposes “ to grant to those 
who may have relinquished lands under the laws heretofore passed the pre-emption right of becoming the 
urchasers of those lands at the price such lands may have been originally sold for,” the committee have 
to observe that all relinquishments are entirely optional with the party making them, being in their nature 
an act of grace and favor on the part of _the government, by permitting the purchaser to release himself 
from his contract to the extent of his relinquishment, when he wants the inclination or ability to comply 
with it, and that, too, under the most favorable circumstances, being left to choose for himself what part 
to relinquish and what to retain. When he avails himself of this privilege his contract to the land relin- 
uished is entirely at an end, with no lien upon it in his favor, either legal or equitable. The land being 
thus restored to the government in all respects as it was before the purchase, the committee can see no 
reason for the introduction of a new class of pre-emption rights, that have been already so multiplied by 
one pretext or another as to create no little difficulty and embarrassment in the legislation of Congress 
upon the public lands. 

As to the resolution of the 6th instant, the committee look upon it as falling within the more general 
proposition of that of the 14th of December, and the reasons just urged against it .s conclusive against 
the policy of permitting those who have relinquished to remain upon lands the possession of which, as 
well as their interest, have been, in contemplation of law, surrendered, and the premises left vacant. 

Besides, so long a time has elapsed since any relinquishments have been made that the committee 
are at a loss to imagine what crops can still remain upon the ground that were put into it previous to such 
relinquishments; and if since, such use of the land is tortuous, and contrary to good faith. The committee are 
therefore of the opinion it is inexpedient to adopt any measures proposed by the above-mentioned resolutions. 
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APPLICATION OF THE PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS IN ALABAMA FOR RELIEF, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 20, 1826. 


Mr. Srrone, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of George S. Gaines 
and others, inhabitants of the State of Alabama, reported: 


That the petitioners represent that, previous to the abolition of the credit system, large purchases of 
lands in Alabama were, from time to time, made at the government sales, and at high prices; that some 
of these purchasers made prompt payment, while others availed themselves of the credit system, but 
completed their payments before Congress passed the relief law. Upon this representation they pray 
Congress “to pass a law extending the same relief to purchasers of public lands who made prompt and 
complete payments as was made to purchasers who availed themselves of the credit allowed by law, and 
that they may be authorized to vest whatever amount may be deducted from their former payments, and 
allowed them in any vacant and unappropriated lands” in the State of Alabama. The committee do not 
think the petitioners entitled to relief. They bought their lands at the market price and have paid for 
them. The whole transaction was fair, and the bargain has been consummated. If land was of greater 
and money of less value then than now, it was rather their misfortune than the fault of the government. 
Should Congress grant relief in this case, there would probably be no end to applications of a similar 
dharacter. The unfortunate purchaser whose land, in consequence of his inability to complete the payments, 
has reverted to the United States, and the merchant whose goods have so far depreciated upon his hands 
as not to be worth the amount of the duties charged upon them, would have equally strong, if not stronger, 
claims for equitable allowances. But the petitioners seem to have mistaken the principles upon which 
relief was granted to the debtors for the public lands. That class of debtors were not relieved because 
they had paid too much for their lands, or because they had depreciated in value, but because the debt 
which had been suffered to grow to an enormous bulk had become a grievous burden upon those portions 
of the country that bore it, and because it was perceived that the government could not enforce its collec- 
tion without producing great individual distress. It was, moreover, both prudent and wise to avoid, if 
possible, those fatal results which an increasing debt of that magnitude, and due from a comparatively 
small portion of the country, to the government was so peculiarly calculated to produce. al 
The committee therefore submit the following resolution to the consideration of the House: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners be not granted. 
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NUMBER OF LAND WARRANTS ISSUED TO THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THR 
REVOLUTION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 23, 1826. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 


In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 23d ultimo, I transmit here. 
with reports from the Secretary of War and the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the 


statements desired by the resolution. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuineton, January 20, 1826. 





DerParTMENT OF War, January 18, 1826. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred so much of the resolution of the House of Representa. 
tives of the 23d ultimo as requires ‘the number of land warrants which have been issued, and the 
quantity of land mentioned in them,” has the honor to transmit herewith a statement marked A, which . 
furnishes the information required by that part of the resolution. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAMES BARBOUR. 

The Presivent of the United States. 





A. 


DepartMENt oF War, Bounty Land Office, January 17, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of December 23, 1825, I have 
the honor to hand you a statement of the number of warrants (and acres of land contained in each warrant) 
which appears to have been issued and delivered from this office for services rendered during the revolu- 
tionary war, viz: 





RPC TTT PTTL TET TTT TELE ETT eT 15,400 acres. 
FPS TTT Te EET EROTIC OTC TTT TT eee Tee 22,950 acres. 
PELE OT Ee T eT eer TET eT Tree Tree re eee 57,500 acres. 
SEO T TTT CTT CURSE CECE P TET E CeCe TTT ECT 51,300 acres. 
PETE TTT CSET TCT TRUE TEL TTT CCE 90,400 acres, 
NN IEEE OTE E TTT TCT OT eT OTe TT Te eee Tee * 259,500 acres, 
Ee ee Te ee ee rr ee 180,400 acres. 
OCT CTT TET TET TOPE LETC ERT Tee 19,500 acres. 
NE «RUD OW OU oo ick ic ice co dainseceessvense ne seems ewes’ 865,300 acres. 
11,046 1,562,250 acres. 





Nore.—I have frequently heard it said that General Knox, when at the head of the War Department, 
had all the warrants issued which then appeared to be due before he commenced with the delivery of any one 
of them. If that information be correct, it is easily accounted for why there are so many numbers in the 
books of locations opposite to which there are no names inserted. For instance, there is no name opposite 
Nos. 1, 5, 12, 15, 20, 25, 26, 27, &c., &c., &c.; and the list of numbers to which I advert ran up to 17,056, 
and those opposite to which I find names entered are 9,913. The excess, if made out, must have been 
consumed in the conflagration of the office, with its effects, in 1801. 

It is probable that some few may have been delivered, as now and then a single one comes in for entry. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
WM. M. STEUART. 





Hon. James Barzour, Secretary of War. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 19, 1826. 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of December 23, 1825, has the honor to submit to the President the following statements, 
numbered 1, 2, and 3, which exhibit the information called for. ’ 

The statement No. 1 shows that 62,312.70 acres of the land appropriated to satisfy the warrants to 
the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army remain unlocated. 

The statement No. 2 shows that the number of warrants which have been issued, and which remain 
unlocated, amount to 118, and the quantity of land for which they were issued is 38,300 acres. 

The statement No. 3 exhibits the number and amount of such warrants which have been located, 
and for which patents have not been issued. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


The Preswent of the United States. 
















REVOLUTIONARY LAND WARRANTS. 








military services. 


Mo, 1. 


Statement of the quantity of land in the United States military district which remained unlocated January 1, 
1826, in the fifty quarter and fractional quarter townships set apart for satisfying warrants for revolutionary 

























| | 
No. of range. No. of | Quantity. No. of range. No. of | Quantity. No. of range. No. of Quantity. 
+ township. | township. | township. 
| | | 
ee 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1 1 400.00 4 10 310.60 8 9 3,060.50 
1 6 1,100.00 5 3 100.00 9 7 1, 900.00 
1 8 4,686.45 5 7 2, 400.00 9 o) 5,745.20 
2 3 700.00 5 9 100.00 10 1 100.00 
2 5 7,507.75 5 10 300.00 10 3 1,019.00 
2 6 2,710.50 6 2 100.00 10 7 1,400.00 
2 7 3,700.00 6 7 15.25 10 9 2,886.00 
2 8 100.00 6 8 500.00 11 8 200.00 
3 1 400.00 7 4 700.00 11 9 71.00 
3 5 900.00 5 5 300 00 12 | 11 48.40 
3 6 34.00 7 . 1,800.00 13 S 23 20 
3 7 5,948.00 7 10 74.00 14 | ee 68.10 
3 8 1,700.00 8 2 | 36.20 15 8 85.00 
3 10 30.75 8 4 | 100.00 | 16 | 8 30.00 
4 4 2,300.00 8 | 7 | 3, 300.00 17 7 3,300.00 
Pocdeccoccceccceleces cccccevccoce | eee ccccccccccsccccce| 20 5 2.80 
32,217.45 10,156.05 19, 939.20 
10,156.05 
32,217.45 
62, 312.70 
| 





























GeneRAL Lanpv Orrice, January 19, 1826. 





No. 2. 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Statement showing the number of warrants issued by the War Department for the different grades of military 
service during the revolutionary war, and the quantity of land mentioned in them; also, the number that 
have been located and patented, and those that have been located, and for which the patents have not issued; 
including, also, those surrendered by the Ohio Company and John C. Symmes; and exhibiting the number 
of warrants issued, and which remain unlocated, and the quantity of land mentioned in them. 























Warrants issued, as per statement from the War | Number of warrants located and patented, in- | Warrants unlocated, and quantity of land men- 
Department. cluding those located and not patented, and tioned in them. 
those surrendered by the Ohio Company and 
J.C. Symmes. 
14 warrants of 1,100 acres each, is... 15, 400 13 warrants of 1,100 acreseach,is 14,300 1 warrant of 1,100 acres each, is..... 1,100 
Q7 wccehOrcccce S850....dO..ceceveee 22,950 Q7 ccccEOccecce SW ccccdOrcccccs FA 95D |occcccccccccccccvccccecccocscccosss cccccccceccce 
115 6.000.000. 5C0....dO..cceeeees 57,500 AED cccE0.cccce SO0scdOsss.s.< 555500" 4 warrants of 500 acres each, is..... 2,000 
114 ....d0.....6 450....d0.....00006 51,300 105 ..0.dO..00% + 450...dO.ccceee 474250 | 9 oeeedOreeeee 450.06 -dOrececseeeeee 4,050 
226 ....d0...... 400....d0.......... 90,400 208 ....d0...... 400....d0....... 83,200; 18....d0...... 400... edOcccccccccece 7,200 
865 ....O...0.0 F00....dO...ccceeee 259,500 7 CSA |) S| | ee 249, 600 TB c00shOccccce MOscecAOrccccccccese B90 
902 ....d0...... 200....d0.......... 180,400 867 220edOcccece 200....dO.c.0006 173, 400 | BS cccedOccccce WO. .ecdOvcccccccccce 7000 
130 ....dO...00. 150....d0.....0062- 19,500 125 20ecdOcccces 150....dO.ccce0. 18,95 | DiseceOGecesne 150..0-dOccccvccccece 750 
8,653 ....d0...... 100....d0.......++. 865,300 | 8,640 ....do...... 100....do....... 864,000 U3 2.0cOcecece 10D.c.cdOccccccccccese 1,000 
11,046 1, 562,250 | 10,928 1,528,950 | 118 33, 300 
Treasury DepaRTMENT, General Land Office, January 19, 1826, GEORGE GRAHAM. 
No. 3. 


Statement showing the number of warrants issued for revolutionary military services, and the quantity of land 
mentioned in them, which have been located, and for which the patents have not issued. 


Number of warrants of 100 acres each . . 
Number of warrants of 150 acres each .... 


Number of warrants of 200 acres each 


Number of warrants of 300 acres each . 
Number of warrants of 400 acres each . 
Number of warrants of 450 acres each . 
Quantity of land located, in acres.......... 


eeereeeee 


eeeeee 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, January 19, 


33 
1 

5 

" 
is 1 
1 
7,400 





GEORGE GRAHAM. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR FOUR SECTIONS OF LAND FOR THE CITY OF MOBILE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 23, 1826. 


To the honorable Speaker and members of the House of Representatives: 

The enclosed letter from the representatives of the town and county of Mobile may be regarded ag 
the immediate cause of this special communication. But the great importance of the subject itself 
connected, as it is supposed to be, with the present and permanent interest of the State, and no less jn 
union with every principle of our nature, which delights to insure happiness and relieve distress, gives jt 
a high claim to particular attention, and would render an apology not only unnecessary but offensiye, 
During the last season our commercial emporium was severely afflicted by those malignant diseases to 
which southern seaports are so peculiarly exposed. The distresses, the sufferings, the anxieties and 
confusion, which suspended the ordinary hopes and engagements of men, those only can realize who haye 
witnessed, in similar circumstances, the ravages of mortal disease. The distressing situation of the cit 
of Mobile was greatly relieved by a place of more healthy resort in the vicinity, to which almost all tie 
inhabitants removed who were in condition to make a removal, or who had not fallen victims to the early 
and insidious progress of the prevailing malady. In this place their hopes of security were more than 
justified, under circumstances of deficient accommodation, and destitute of those comforts which more 
mature arrangement might have provided. It is my present purpose to invite the attention of the general 
assembly to this place, and to the interests of Mobile and of the State, which are supposed to be connected 
with it. Our southern seaports cannot expect to be free from the occasional and perhaps frequent recur- 
rence of yellow fever; and even when this malignant disease does not appear, those of a milder type may 
be constantly expected, and occasion losses severely felt by society. The great desideratum, therefore, 
is a place of health sufficiently near to the centre of business, and in which the confidence of the popula- 
tion may be safely reposed. It is very gratifying to believe that the vicinity of Mobile affords such a 
situation; and this belief is sustained by the experience of several years, especially the present, by the 
natural appearance of the country and the report of the oldest inhabitants. It is well worthy of considera- 
tion what important effects may be made to result from this auspicious circumstance. It is supposed 
that it will afford a reasonable security against the most appalling disease to which the human constitu- 
tion is subject. That it will increase the population of our commercial city, and with its population 
increase its business and resources. That it will locate and fix capital, as those who find it their interest 
to do business in the place will be inclined to form permanent establishments for the sake of convenience, 
when they find they can do so with safety to themselves and their families. That it will benefit the people 
in the interior of the State, as their necessary intercourse with the city will be less interrupted by the 
absence of men engaged in the transactions of commerce. That it will provide for institutions of learning, 

so much to be cultivated in our large commercial cities, a situation in which their progress will not be 
interrupted. That such part of the population as may be engaged in mechanical employments may be 
enabled to pursue their useful and industrious professions to almost equal advantage at all seasons of the 
year. That it will be a suitable place, on account of its health and vicinity to the city, for the site of 
hospitals and other charitable foundations. To secure these and other advantages which will be readily 
perceived, I beg leave, very respectfully, to recommend to the general assembly to aid the corporate — 
authority of the city of Mobile to obtain from the United States four contiguous sections of land at Spring 
Hill, or a quantity equal to four sections, at the discretion of the corporation, on which to build a summer 
town or place of retreat for health. It is likely that four sections would not be more than sufficient, in 
order that the town should not be built too compactly for health; that nuisances might be kept at a greater 
distance, and the natural healthiness of the place be improved by artificial means. 

To accomplish these objects a new and suffering city may require aid from the treasury of the State, 
the advance to be reimbursed at such time and in such manner as the wisdom of the general assembly 
may direct. It would also seem expedient to address a memorial to the Congress of the United States 
for the acquisition of the land at a fair price. The land is not in market; no conjecture can be formed 
when it will be offered for sale, and the wants of the city are immediate. A matter so important, in a 
general point of view, ought not to be left to the uncertainty of individual enterprise, where there will 
be neither unity in the design nor concert in the execution. Most southern cities are precluded by their 
localities from the prosecution of such a plan; our situation is more fortunate, and a systematic attention 
to everything which may promote the prosperity of our commercial city will be found to contribute 
largely to the general interest. 


Very respectfully submitted. 
JOHN MURPHY. 





Representatives’ Hatt, November 29, 1825. 


Sir: The undersigned representatives of the county of Mobile have been requested by a number of 
their constituents to call the attention of the general assembly to the late awful and distressing visitation 
which the city of Mobile has suffered from that dreadful scourge of our southern seaports, the yellow 
fever, and to solicit the interposition of that body in behalf of the application of the citizens of that place, 
through the corporate authority, for the privilege of purchasing of the United States, on such terms as 
may be deemed reasonable and proper under the circumstances, four contiguous sections of public land 
on Spring Hill, in the vicinity of said city, for the purpose of laying off and building up a summer town, 
or place of refuge from disease during the sickly season, or on the approach of infectious, malignant, or 
pestilential disorders. 

Believing this to be a subject justly entitled to the consideration of the public authorities, from the 
important and intimate connexion which subsists between the great agricultural and commercial interests 
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_ 
of the State which concentre at that emporium, the undersigned have felt it to be their duty to represent 
the matter to your excellency, and to claim for it such notice as your excellency may think it deserving 
in a special communication to the general assembly. 

We have the honor to be, &c., 





W. BARTON. 
T. L. HALLETT. 
His Excellency Joun Murpuy. 





Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly convened, 
That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions 
to obtain for the corporation of the city of Mobile a grant of the privilege of purchasing from the United 
States four contiguous sections of public land on Spring Hill, near said city, or the quantity contained in 
four entire sections, as a place of retreat for health to the inhabitants of said city. 

And be it further resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the 
foregoing resolution, together with a copy of the executive communication and the accompanying docu- 
ment on the same subject, to each of our senators and representatives, to be laid before Congress. 

WILLIAM KELLY, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICHOLAS DAVIS, 

President of the Senate. 

Approved December 28, 1825. 

JOHN MURPHY. 


JAMES J. THORNTON, Secretary of State. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN THE ST. HELENA DISTRICT, LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 24, 1826. 


Treasury DeparTMENT, January 21, 1826. 


Sm: The register and receiver of the land office for the district of St. Helena having made a report, 
under the provisions of the act of Congress of May 26, 1824, supplementary to the report submitted to 
the House of Representatives, with the letter from this department of December 28, 1825, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a copy of the same. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Lanp Orricr, St. Helena, December 8, 1825. 


Sir: The abstract of orders of survey has been detained on account of forwarding with it a supple- 
ment to our report of claims, forwarded under the law of May 26, 1824. The reasons that have induced 
us to forward this supplement are, that the claimants have regularly filed their notices of claims with our 
predecessors in office, with sufficient proofs to establish their claims, but still we do not find that our 
predecessors have reported on the said claims in any way; and we, believing that the government would 
never attempt to take from the claimants in question their lands, have thought it better to attach their 
claims as a supplement to our former report not yet acted on, than that the claimants should torment 
Congress with separate petitions. 


We remain, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
SAML J. RANNELLS, Register. 


WILLIAM KINCHEN, Receiver. 
Hon. Gro. Granam. 
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PRE-EMPTION RIGHT IN MICHIGAN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 24, 1826. 


Mr. Vixtox, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Charles Noble, 
reported: 


That the petitioner prays for a donation or pre-emption right to a tract of land containing one acre, 
situate in the county of Monroe, in the Territory of Michigan. The circumstances of his case are these: 
the tract of land was originally reserved for a military stockade, and a small stockade erected, which was 
destroyed by the enemy during the late war, at the close of which, being vacant, it was occupied by some 
emigrant, who built upon it a dwelling-house and some other out buildings; these came into the hands of 
Noble by purchase, who has made valuable and substantial improvements upon it. It appears, from a 
letter from the late Secretary of War laid before the committee, that this spot ef ground is no longer of 
any use for military purposes, and that he had certified that fact to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, that the land might be sold as other public lands are. 

It appears from the certificate of the register of the land office at Monroe, where this lot of ground 
lies, that it is worth, exclusive of the improvements, the sum of forty dollars, which, from statements 
made before the committce, founded upon personal knowledge and entitled to the highest respect, is the 
full value of the land. 

The committee therefore report a bill to authorize a conveyance of this lot of land to the petitioner on 
his paying into the treasury the sun of forty dollars. 
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LAND CLAIM IN LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 24, 1826. 


Mr. Campsett, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of Elizabeth Keary, reported: 


The petitioner states that in the year 1791 the Spanish government issued a patent to Caleb Weeks 
for 400 arpents of land, through which the line between the States of Mississippi and Louisiana runs; 
that on February 13, 1798, Weeks conveyed the same to Richard Graves, who presented his claim to the 
board of commissioners west of Pearl river, which was confirmed; that on January 23, 1817, Graves con- 
veyed the said land to William V. Keary, the late husband of the petitioner, he being now dead; that she 
sent the patent to the board of commissioners sitting at St. Helena Court-house to be recorded; that one— 
of them, Mr. Cosby, said it was unnecessary, as another board had acted in the case; that she rested 
content until of late, when she was informed she could not obtain an order of survey, as the board at St. 
Helena Court-house had not allowed confirmation; that she lives on the land and has made valuable 
improvements; that, as the time for entering claims has expired, she fears that so much as lies within 
Louisiana will be considered as public land; wherefore “she asks that she and her children may be con- 
firmed in their title to said land. 

To support her petition she exhibits the translation of a patent from Don Estevan Miro, governor of 
Louisiana and Florida, to Caleb Weeks, for 400 square arpents in the district of Natchez, dated May 25, 
1791. As the certificate of survey is dated May 24, 1795, it is presumed there is an error as to the date 
of the one or the other of these instruments. On February 18, 1798, Caleb Weeks, who it seems was a 
minor, with the consent of his father, Wm. Weeks, in the presence of an alcalde, endorsed the patent to 
tichard Graves. -This patent, by No. 673, was, March 17, 1804, recorded in the land office west of Pearl 
river. By an abstract from the General Land Office it appears that the board of commissioners west of 
Pearl river confirmed to Richard Graves (Caleb Weeks being the original grantee) twenty-eight acres on 
the waters of Bayou Sarat, under a Spanish title dated May 25, 1791. 

On November 19, 1825, William Dawson made oath, before a notary public, that in 1803 he became 
a resident in the neighborhood of Richard Graves, who at that time occupied the place on which Mrs. 
Keary now dwells, as he had done several years previous to that period; that William V. Keary pur- 
chased out R. Graves in the year 1810, took possession, and remained therein until the year 1818, when 

he died. There is also some testimony on file intended to show that Mrs. Keary sent the patent by her 
father (who is now dead) to Mr. Cosby to be recorded. The petitioner produces the deed from Graves 
to her late husband, which appears to be duly executed, and bears date January 25, 1817. About ninety- 
six acres of this tract are represented by the deed to lie in the county of Wilkinson, in the State of Missis- 
Sippi, then a Territory, and the remainder in the parish of Feliciana, in the State of Louisiana. 

As the petitioner appears to be entitied to relief, a bill is herewith reported. 


A 
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APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR LAND IN NEW ORLEANS FOR THE BANK OF 
LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 24, 1826. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Louisiana in general assembly con- 
vened, That the senators and representatives in Congress from this State be instructed and requested to 
solicit from the general government a cession of a lot of ground situated in New Orleans, and bounded 
by Canal, Thepitoulac, Common, and Magazine streets, to the president, directors, and company of the 
Bank of Louisiana, for the purpose of building thereon a banking-house and exchange, and on condition 
of their furnishing rooms for the office department free of rent on said lot. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to cause a plan to be made of the said lot, in order to be 


annexed to these resolutions. 
A. B. ROMAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ISAAC A. SMITH, 
President of the Senate. 


H. JOHNSON, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 


Approved February 18, 1825. 





Wasuineton, February 9, 1826. 


Dear Sir: Not having before me the plan of the lot mentioned in your note of the 7th instant, I dare 
not speak, with certainty, as to its dimensions; and the price of landed property in the city fluctuates so 
much that it is difficult to form a proper estimate. Some idea of the value of the whole may be formed 
by calculating how many lots of 40 feet front by 100 in depth could be laid out in the square of which 
you speak, and fixing a value of about $3,000 for each, which, I suppose, would be the minimum price in 
ordinary times, at a reasonable credit. An offer has been made to the War Department by a gentleman 
who purchased the old barracks belonging formerly to the United States, to exchange them on a valuation 
for this square; to this offer I believe no answer has yet been returned. 

I am, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 


Hon. Jno. Scorr. 
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PURCHASE OF LAND ON THROGG’S POINT, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK, FOR A FORTIFICA- 
TION AND LIGHT-HOUSE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 26, 1826. 


Department oF War, January 24, 1826. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of January 23, 1826, directing 
“that the Secretary of War inform the House whether any arrangement has been made for the purchase 
of Throgg’s Point, on Long Island sound; and, if any has been made, what sum will be necessary to carry 
the same into effect,” I have the honor to submit the accompanying report of the chief engineer, who was 
intrusted with the negotiation for the purchase of Throgg’s Point, under the direction of my predecessor, 
for the information required by the above-mentioned resolution. 

As the present moment is probably the most favorable for obtaining the lands on Throgg’s Point, I 
would respectfully recommend that an appropriation be made for fulfilling the agreement entered into for 
the purchase of the point, and also for the purchase of the right of way from the point to the public road, 
as stated in the accompanying documents furnished by the chief engineer. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

Hon. Jounn W. Taytor, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Eneincer Department, Washington, January 24, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to your directions to state whether any arrangement has been made for the purchase 
of Throgg’s Point, Long Island sound, and, if any has been made, what sum will be required to carry the 
same into effect, as required by the resolution of the House of Representatives of yesterday, I have the 
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———— 
honor to inform you that a conditional agreement was entered into between this department and Mr. C. H. 
Hammond on the 18th of February last, by direction of the Secretary of War, for the purchase of Throgg’s 
Point, containing about fifty-two acres, for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. Throgg’s Point is the site 
of a fort projected by the board of engineers for the defence of the city of New York. Three acres of 
the fifty-two have been selected for a light-house; and, on finding a difficulty in procuring a site for the 
light-house, the collector of New York made an application to the legislature of the State, on behalf of 
the United States, for the cession of the jurisdiction of the three acres, and for the appointment of 
appraisers to ascertain the value of the land and the damage which would be sustained in consequence 
of a light-house being placed thereon. The cession was made and the appraisers appointed, who, under 
yath, awarded the sum of ten thousand five hundred dollars; which, however, the government did not 
think proper to accept. By the agreement entered into with Mr. Hammond the whole of the point, includ- 
ing the site for the light-house, was to be conveyed to the United States for the sum of fifteen thousand 
dollars, on the condition of Congress making the appropriation, viz: fourteen thousand dollars to be paid 
py the War Department, and one thousand dollars to be paid by the Treasury Department. A difficulty 
arose about a right of way leading to the public road; but Mr. Hammond, the present proprietor, renewed 
the agreement, with the addition of the right of way, under certain conditions, which were accepted. 
Copies of the agreement and of the acceptance are submitted, together with Colonel Totten’s opinion of 
the property; also the correspondence on the subject, which has been submitted to the Committee of 
Finance of the Senate at the last session of Congress; but as there was not time to act upon the subject, 
the chairman returned the papers to the War Department. The papers referred to and accompanying 
this report are numbered from 1 to 8. In addition to these documents, a letter has been received from 
Mr. C. H. Hammond, dated the 5th of last month, stating his willingness to abide by the agreement 
referred to until the end of the present session of Congress, with the exception of that part which relates 
to right of way; upon which subject he recurs to the original proposition, viz: to take two thousand dollars 
for the right of way, as prescribed in the agreement, or to leave the amount to be paid to the award of 
arbitrators, to be appointed by both parties. I would recommend the acceptance of the right of way at 
two thousand dollars, as offered, rather than submit it to arbitration, or to leave it to future adjustment. 
A copy of Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 5th December is herewith transmitted, marked A. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 





ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Chief Engineer. 
James Barpour, Secretary of War. 





No. 1. 
New York, December 9, 1823. 


Sir: Your letter of the 2d instant, on the subject of the value of Throgg’s Point, is at hand. I am not 
in possession of any maps from which I can ascertain the quantity of land which ought to belong to the 
government in the event of their erecting the work projected for Throgg’s Point, but my impression is that 
a tract of fifty acres would have its western boundary far enough inland for all purposes. You, however, 
on consulting the maps in the Topographical Bureau will be able to determine this matter with certainty. 

As to the price demanded by Mr. Hammond, I have to observe that, though it is greatly beyond the 
real value of the land, there is no reason to doubt, from all experience in such transactions, and especially 
from the appraisement made, under oath, of three acres of this point for a light-house, that Mr. Hammond 
is right in saying that $15,000 “is a price much below what it will ever be had for by appraisement, or 
in any other way, after it has passed into other hands.” Owners and appraisers always seem to act as 
well on the principle that it is fair to take advantage of the necessities of the general government, or 
on the more just ground that the damage is rather in bringing a body of soldiers, often undisciplined, 
into the neighborhood of the farmer than in reducing his farm. If, in the case of a light-house being 
required on the ground, which could only open the way to trifling depredations in comparison, such heavy 
damages were assessed by a jury, we may infer that damages at least not less heavy would be given 
when the ground was wanted for a military establishment. It is probable that, in treating with Mr. 
Hammond as to the exact limits, you may be able to obtain some reduction in the price, but I am of 
opinion that this tract can never be bought by the government at so reasonable a rate as under the cir- 
cumstances which now induce Mr. Hammond to offer it. He cannot, indeed, obtain so much from an 
individual for farming purposes as he demands; but, on the other hand, he cannot sell the rest of his land 
advantageously if he sell this to the government. If the whole is bought by an individual, it will be with 

the determination of getting as much as possible for what the government may require. If the com- 
mencement of a work there were known to be at hand, I have no doubt Mr. Hammond’s price would 
readily be given by moneyed men here, on speculation 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, Major Engineers, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel. 
Brevet Major General Atex. Macomp, 
Colonel commanding United States Engineers. 





No. 2. 


Ene1neEr Department, Washington, December 18, 1823. 


Sir: The Secretary of War has examined your report of the 9th instant, with regard to the piece of 
Mr. Hammond’s property at Throgg’s Point, whereon it is contemplated to erect a fort and light-house, 
estimated to be worth $15,000; and I am instructed by the Secretary of War to direct you to enter into a 
conditional purchase of the said property for the sum of $15,000, to be paid for by an appropriation from 
Congress this session, viz: $14,000 by the War Department, and $1,000 by the Treasury Department; the 
purchase to be on the contingency of the appropriation. You will employ a suitable person to examine 
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the titles and papers, and to draw the instrument conveying the land to the United States in due form 
You will attend to this subject as early as possible. ; 


I have the honor to be, &c., 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Chief Engineer, 
Lieutenant Colonel J. G. Torrey, 
Corps of Engineers, New York. 


No. 3. 


Eneineer Department, Washington, February 21, 1825, 


Sm: A letter was filed in this office by Mr. David B. Ogden, of New York, dated November 18, 1893 
from A. Hammond, esq., of New York, stating that the governmeut of the United States wanted a part of 
his land (Throgg’s Point) to erect a light-house thereon; and that on his refusing to sell it an application 
was made by the collector of New York, on behalf of the United States, to the legislature of the State for 
the cession of the jurisdiction of three acres of the point, and for the appointment of appraisers to ascer- 
tain, on oath, the value of the land, and the damage which he would sustain in consequence of a light 
house being placed thereon; that the cession was made, and appraisers appointed, who awarded $10,500: 
and that the government of the United States had not thought proper to accept a conveyance of the land 
upon the terms of the appraisement. The three acres of land in question are part of the position which 
the government will require for the site of a fort projected by the board of engineers for the defence of the 
city of New York; and as Mr. Hammond was desirous of selling his property at the point, Mr. D, B, 
Ogden was authorized by him to offer the whole point, consisting of fifty-two acres and upwards, for the 
sum of $15,000. Colonel Totten, of the engineers, was directed to ascertain the value of the land offered 
by Mr. Hammond, and to report his opinion to this department, in order that the same might be laid before 
you, and, if approved, the necessary appropriation asked for the purchase of the site. The report of 
Colonel Totten was examined by you, and | was directed to instruct Colonel Totten to make a conditional 
purchase of the said property for the sum of $15,000, to be paid for out of an appropriation to be made by 
Congress, viz: $14,000 to be paid by the War Department, and $1,000 by the Treasury Department; the 
purchase to be made upon the contingency of an appropriation, as will appear from my letter to him, 
dated December 18, 1823, a copy of which is submitted herewith; also a copy of Colonel Totten’s report, 
dated December 9, 1823, before alluded to. A difficulty, however, arose about a right of way leading to 
the public road; but Mr. Charles H. Hammond, the present proprietor, has since renewed the agreement, 
with the addition of a right of way, under certain conditions, which have been accepted. Copies of the 
agreement and the acceptance thereof are submitted, together with Colonel Totten’s opinion of the value 
of the property. I am acquainted with the position and am clearly of opinion that the terms are reason- 
able, and more so than could be obtained in any way hereafter; and considering the difficulty, expense, 
and delay of acquiring land under appraisements, I recommend that an. appropriation of $14,000 be asked, 
in order that the site may be procured before the commencement of the contemplated fortifications, $1,000 
being now in the treasury applicable to this purpose. 

tespectfully submitted. 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Chief Engineer. 





No. 4. 


The owners of Throgg’s Point, in the county of Westchester, in the State of New York, will accept 
the offer made by the Secretary of War for the purchase of the said point for the use of the government 
of the United States, at the sum of $15,000, provided the money be paid and the purchase completed on or 
before the first day of April next. Should the money not be paid by that time, this agreement is not to 
be considered as binding on the owners of said point. 

The owner’s will also agree to sell to the United States ground for a road to the said point for the 
further sum of $2,000, the said road to be laid over that part of the property of the present owners of the 
said point which is under the bank on the west side of the farm lately belonging to Abijah Hammond, 
esq., beginning at the most westerly dock on said farm, and running thence, above high-water mark, 
along the margin of the sound to the point, the land to be conveyed for said road whenever the govern- 
ment may please to pay the said sum of $2,000; it being always understood that the owners of said land 
lately belonging to Abijah Hammond, esq., shall have the privilege of using said road. Dated February 


18, 1825. 
C. H. HAMMOND. 


If the government is not satisfied with the amount named in the above agreement for the purchase, 
&e., of the land for a road to Throge’s Point, the owners of the point are willing to leave that question 
subject to arbitration, whenever the United States may require the road. 
C. H. HAMMOND. 





No. 5. 
Wasnincton, February 18, 1825. 


Sir: Lagree to the alteration made in my proposition, viz: to limit the award of arbitrators as to 
the right of way. I wish it to be understood, however, that if Congress should not make the necessary 
appropriation this session I do not consider any part of the arrangement as binding on my part. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. H. HAMMOND. 


Major General Macoms. 
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No. 6. 
Wasuineton, February 18, 1825. 


Sir: In relation to the subject just referred to me, namely, the contemplated purchase of Throgg’s 
Neck, I have only to remark that I have hitherto considered that the sum of $15,000, demanded by Mr. 
Hammond for the tract of about fifty-two acres, is not unreasonable; and I am still of the same opinion. 
As to the further sum of $2,000 for a road-way along the water’s edge, from the said tract to the public 
road at the ferry, I am not competent to express any opinion; for, in such cases, the proper amount 
depends rather on the inconveniences and damages arising to one part, than the value of the accommoda- 
tion to the other, It is to be remembered that the present proprietors are not willing to sell the tract of 
fifty-two acres for the price stated, unless they are allowed to make a bargain at the same time for the 
right of way; or, in other words, they will not sell at all, if, by doing so, they are to leave any point to be 
mooted as to a legal right of way. 

The proposition is now simply this: to sell the tract and also a road-way for $17,000; $2,000 of this 
sum to be paid whenever the United States think proper to improve the privilege as to the right of way. 

Since the above was written, Mr. Hammond has suggested this alternative, viz: to sell for $15,000, 
leaving the price to be paid for the road-way to be determined by arbitration whenever the United States 
may require the road. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, Major of Engineers, Brevet Lieut. Col. 

Brevet Major General ALex. Macoms, Colonel commanding United States Engineers. 





No. 1%. 


EncIneer Department, Washington, February 18, 1825. 


Sir: I have submitted to the Secretary of War your proposition to sell Throgg’s Point, in the county 
of Westchester, in the State of New York, to the United States for the sum of $15,000, as stated in 
your agreement of this date, with the right of way as proposed therein; and I am instructed to say that 
the Secretary of War accepts the offer, provided that the award of the arbitrators as to the right of way, 
should the government require it, should not exceed $2,000. It is understood that this arrangement can- 
not be binding without the assent of Congress, or the money paid until an appropriation be made. 

I an, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALEX. MACOMB, Major General, Chief Engineer. 


C. H. Haumonp, Esq., Washington City. 





No. 8. 
War Departuent, February 21, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor to lay before you the accompanying report of the chief engineer, stating the 
advantages of procuring at this time the site selected by the board of engineers for a fort to be built on 
Throgg’s Point, on the East river, in the State of New York, for the defence of the city of New York, and 
recommending the purchase of the same, as will more fully appear by reference to his report and the 
papers connected with it. The proprietors of the site are willing to sell to the government the quantity 
of land requisite for a site of a fort and light-house on terms which are thought reasonable. I submit to 
the consideration of the committee the propriety of their recommending at this time the appropriation of 
asum necessary to enable the government to avail itself of the offer of the proprietors, viz: $14,000 for 
this department, the sum of $1,000 applicable to this purpose being now at the disposal of the Treasury 
Department. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
J. C. CALHOUN. 
Hon. Samvuen Situ, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, Senate, U. 8. 





A. 


New York, December 5, 1825. 


Sm: As the agreement made on the 18th February last between the Department of War and myself, 
on the part of the owners of Throgg’s Point, for the sale thereof, was not to be binding upon us after the 
Ist April ensuing, we beg to inform the department that we are willing to abide by that agreement until 
the end of the present session of Congress, with the exception, however, of that part of it which relates 
to compensation for the right of way. Upon this subject we have decided to recur to our original proposi- 
tion, viz: we will either take $2,000 for the right of the way, as prescribed in the agreement, or we will 
leave the amount to be paid to the award of arbitrators to be appointed by both parties. 

We would remind the department that two acres (or three) of this point are already in possession of 
the United States, for which we have never yet received $10,000 awarded by the appraisers appointed by 
an act of the legislature of the State of New York, at the application of the government of the United 
States. You are aware that the proposal to sell the whole point (say fifty-two acres, more or less) for 
$15,000 would include the $10,000 for the two or three acres already ceded. 

Very respectfully, I am your obedient servant, 
C. H. HAMMOND. 


Major General Macon, Chief Engineer. 
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PROPOSITION TO WORK THE COPPER MINES ON LAKE SUPERIOR. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 27, 1826. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


The petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of New York and New Jersey respectfully 
represents: That your memorialists are desirous of undertaking to work the copper mines which are gaid 
to exist on the south shore of Lake Superior, within the jurisdictional limits of the United States. You; 
memorialists, or a part of them, made application to the late President Monroe, in April, 1822, for a privi. 
lege of the kind now asked for; and which, as they have understood, laid the foundation of an Executive 
message to the Senate on that subject in the month of December in the same year. From that period to 
the present no measures of a public nature have been taken respecting it; but, inasmuch as our country js 
dependent for copper on foreign supply, both for public and private use, it is believed to be a matter 
worthy of the attention of Congress. Of native ore, there is probably a sufficient quantity for our own 
wants within our own limits. Capital and enterprise are requisite to develop the mineral riches of our 
country; and although such undertakings are almost proverbially ruinous to the projectors, yet your 
memorialists have associated with them persons of capital and practical skill who, with adequate encourage. 
ment, are willing to encounter the hazards it may involve. Without entering into a detail of facts and 
considerations at the present time, your memorialists beg leave to express the prayer of their petition; 
which is, that in consideration of the great expenses and hazards of the experiment on their part, and of 
its important bearing as a leading effort, that a law may be passed authorizing the President of the 
United States to grant and confirm to them the right of ore on forty thousand acres of land to be selected 
and located on or near the south shore of Lake Superior, on the river Ontonagon, within ten years from 
the passage of the said act, for such rent reserved, either in money, or in copper sheets suitable for the 
use of the navy of the United States, as may be deemed just and reasonable, and subject to the condition 
that, if the petitioners, their heirs or assigns, shall not, within that time, have expended the sum $20,000 
in exploring or working mines and minerals thereon, then the said grant shall be void; and that the 
memorialists be empowered to make fresh contracts with the Indians claiming the territory thereof ag 
may be requisite to secure the declared objects of their undertaking. And, as in duty bound, they will 
ever pray. 

GEO. W. CARTWRIGHT, 
W. A. THOMSON, 
L. H. CLARKE, 
LEWIS M. WISS, 
CHAS. KINSEY, © 
In behalf of themselves and their associates. 
New York, December 22, 1825. 





19tn Coneress. } No. 485. [1sr Session. 








BOUNTY LANDS UNFIT FOR CULTIVATION EXCHANGED. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 27, 1826. 


Mr. Scort, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred the petitions of Robert Brigham, 
Kelly Halsey, Richard Yielding, Francis Dunross, John Watson, John Hill, Benana Stafford, and 
George Frederick, soldiers in the late war, and the resolution of the 19th December on the same 
subject, reported: 


That each of the petitioners were enlisted soldiers during the late war, who, severally, “faithfully 
performed his duty while in service,” and obtained an honorable discharge; that to each of them lands 
have been patented as bounty lands in the military tract in the Territory of Arkansas. The petitioners 
state, and furnish evidence of the fact, that they are poor, and have removed from a great distance to 
settle on and cultivate the lands thus by them drawn; that they are aged, infirm, and men of families, but 
that, on arriving in the Territory to take possession of and settle on their lands, they find, as they prove, 
that the same is totally “wnjit for cultivation,” and that they could not subsist were they to settle thereon. 
The petitioners now ask of Congress to allow them to surrender the lands thus patented to them, and that 
they be allowed to locate and enter another quarter or half section “fit for cultivation” in lieu thereof. — 

The committee have examined the several acts of Congress passed to encourage enlistments during 
the late war, and find that every inducement was held out to engage men to enlist under the banners of 
their country; double, nay, triple bounty, three months’ extra pay, double bounty of lands, protection to the 
widows and children of the soldier, and an exemption of the lands by them drawn from all liability for 
debts or contracts entered into before the date of the patent, were among the inducements held out to 
those who should join the army. The soldier was incapacitated by law from disposing of the land himself 
anterior to the date of the patent. All the provisions of the several laws go clearly to show that it was 
the intention of Congress to secure to the soldier, or to his wife and children, if he should die or fall in 
battle, a home; and this opinion is greatly strengthened by looking at the act of May 6, 1821, setting 
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apart lands to satisfy the bounties promised by former and subsequent laws. In this law it is expressly 
rovided, in so many words, that the lands which the soldiers are to receive shall “be fit for cultivation.” 
This was one of the inducements to enlist, and forms a part of the contract between the soldier and the 
overnment. If, then, the government has been deceived by the surveyors who surveyed the land and 
stated it fit for cultivation when in fact it was not so; and if the soldier, in turn, has been deceived in 
receiving a patent for land “unfit for cultivation,” when it should have been “fit for cultivation,” the com- 
mittee think it but just and fair on the part of the government to take in ihe land so by the soldier in the 
lottery drawn, and give him or his heirs other lands in licu thereof. The committee are aware that a great 
ortion of those lands have been sold and are now in the hands of third persons who purchased the same 
on aspeculation. To this class the committee do not think any relief ought to be granted, nor do they 
intend to embrace them in any provisions they now recommend to the House. Those who have purchased 
rocured them for but little, and not with an eye to settle and actually cultivate; but to the soldier, or 
his heirs, who have retained their land to make it a home for themselves and families in the evening of 
life, the committee think it proper to grant relief. The committee have thought it best to report a general 
pill embracing all that class of cases similarly situated with the petitioners. The case of Moses Plummer 
fixed the principle. The committee think it right, and therefore report a bill. 
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RELINQUISHED LANDS. 
COMMUNICAJED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 27, 1826. 


Treasury Department, January 26, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 24th instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to furnish the House “with a detailed report of the average price at which the 
lands were originally sold which have been relinquished to the government in pursuance of the several 
acts ‘for the relief of purchasers of public lands,’ and, if any such may have been resold, the medium price 
at which they were resold in each land office district, respectively,” I have the honor to transmit herewith 
a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated January 25, 1826, and the statement 
therein referred to, which contain the information required by the resolution. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. the Speaxer of the House of Representatives. 





Genera Lanp Orrice, January 25, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated January 24, 1826, in the 
following words: ‘“‘ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to furnish this House with a 
detailed report of the average price at which the lands were originally sold which have been relinquished 
to the government in pursuance of the several acts for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, 
and, if any such may have been resold, the medium price at which they were resold in each land office 
district, respectively,” I have the honor to enclose to you the statement marked A, showing the quantity 
of land relinquished to the government in each land district, under the several acts for the relief of the 
purchasers of public lands, and the average price at which such lands were originally sold. 

Of these lands, those relinquished under the act of 1821 have been offered at public sale, with the 
exception of those relinquished at the land office at Huntsville, and there appear to be but few instances 
where the lands thus offered have sold for more than the minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon Ricuarp Rusu. 
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Statement of lands relinquished to the United States under the acts of Congress of 1821, 1822, 1823, and 1824, 
exhibit'ng the number of acres, the amount of purchase money, and the average price per acre in each district. 
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PROVISION FOR A SURVEYOR GENERAL FOR MICHIGAN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 30, 1826. 


Mr. Wurerte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was, by resolution of December 14, 1825, 
referred so much of the memorial of the legislative council of the Territory of Michigan as relates 
to the establishment of a surveyor general’s office in said Territory, reported: 


That as early as the year 1796 provision was made by law for the appointment of a surveyor general, 
whose duty it was made to engage a sufficient number of skilful surveyors as his deputies, whom he was 
to cause, Without delay, to survey and mark the unascertained outlines of the lands lying northwest of the 
river Ohio and above the mouth of the river Kentucky. 

The surveyor general had, by law, authority to frame regulations and instructions for the government 
of his deputies, and to remove them for any negligence or misconduct in office. 

By the act of March 26, 1804, the powers vested in the surveyor general were extended over all the 
lands of the United States north of the river Ohio and east of the river Mississippi; and it was by said 
act made his duty to cause the said lands to be surveyed, and to do and perform all such other acts in 
relation to said lands as he was empowered to do and perform in relation to the lands of the United States 
situate northwest of the river Ohio and above the mouth of Kentucky river. On April 29, 1816, 
an act was passed to provide for the appointment of a surveyor general in the Territories of Illinois and 
Missouri, which reduced the quantity of the public lands placed by former acts under the jurisdiction of 
the surveyor general of the lands of the United States northwest of the river Ohio and east of the river 
Mississippi. Under the provisions of the several acts relating to the survey of the public lands northwest 
of the river Ohio, large quantities of land in the Territory of Michigan have been surveyed and brought 
into market; nor are the committee aware that all reasonable demands for the survey and sale of the 

ublic domain in the Michigan. Territory have not been fully and seasonably met to the full extent of the 
wants of the people. By inspection of the plats of surveys in that Territory, it will be seen that a very 
large portion of the lands in Michigan to which the Indian title has been extinguished is surveyed. The 
committee are therefore of opinion that the accommodation which might be afforded to individuals residing 
within the Territory of Michigan would not justify the expense of such an office as is prayed for by the 
legislative council, and therefore recommend to the House the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not in this respect to be granted. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR RELIEF OF PURCHASERS AND REDUCTION OF THE 
PRICE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 31, 1826. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS of the general assembly of the State of Indiana relative to purchasers of public lands. 


The general assembly of the State of Indiana, in behalf of her inhabitants, with grateful feelings 
acknowledge the relief and indulgence which her citizens have already received from the several very 
liberal acts which have been passed by the general government in aid of purchasers of public lands 
within her jurisdiction; and, with a full reliance upon the justice and forbearance of the United States, 
with all due deference beg leave to represent that many of her people have joyfully embraced the oppor- 
tunity of taking advantage of an act of Congress for the relief of purchasers of public lands prior to July 
1, 1820, approved March 2, 1821, and the several acts amendatory thereto; but frora the scarcity of those 
funds that are receivable in the Jand offices in the western country, and the general want of a circulating 
medium, and the consequent depression in all kinds of business, and the absence of a market for the 
produce of the western farmer, it is becoming manifest that very many of those who availed themselves 
of the advantage of the said acts in extending the time of payment, and who beiong to either the first or 
second class, will unavoidably fail to meet their instalments as they become due under the provisions of 
the existing statutes, and being aware that the last instalment on the second class becomes payable 
December 31, 1826: Therefore— . 

Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their best endeavors to procure the passage of a law which will 
extend the times of payment of the different instalments as they become due to those who may have filed 
their acceptance under the existing laws, in as ample a manner and for as great a period as the liberality 
of Congress will allow, and to prevent all debtors to the United States who hold certificates for lands 
purchased, which have been forfeited and remain unsold under the provisions of the acts of Congress, to 
avail themselves of the first, second, and fourth sections of the above-mentioned act of March 2, 1821. 

Resolved, That our senators and representatives be instructed to make use of their best exertions to 
procure the passage of a law to graduate and reduce the price of public lands heretofore offered for sale 
in the old land districts, agreeably to a memorial of the general assembly of Indiana adopted at their 
January session in 1824.—(See No. 436.) 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to forward a copy of the foregoing preamble 
and resolutions to each of our senators and representatives in Congress forthwith. 

ROBT. M. EVANS, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMSON, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 13, 1826. 
J. BROWN RAY. 
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APPLICATION TO LOCATE LAND IN LIEU OF SPANISH GRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 6, 1826. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of John Mathews, of the parish of Rapides, in the State of Louisiana, humbly showeth. 
That Pedro Lamero, about the year 1791, obtained from Estevan Miro, then governor of the province of 
Louisiana, an order of survey for three thousand two hundred arpents of land, having a front of fort 
arpents on each side of Bayou Beeuf, with the depth of forty, in the post of Opelousas; that the register 
and receiver, forming a board of commissioners at Opelousas, recommended the claim of Lamero for 
confirmation, and it was afterwards confirmed by act of Congress of April 29, 1816, and by an act supple. 
mentary thereto passed in 1825, as will appear by reference to the certificate which accompanies this 
memorial, and lettered A. Your memorialist represents that Pedro Lamero sold and conveyed said land 
to John Thompson by deed passed before notary, dated October 27, 1818, as will appear by the annexed 
copy, B. And John Thompson, October 28, 1820, sold and conveyed eleven hundred and thirty-eight 
American acres of said land to your memorialist and John Stafford, on the west side or right bank of 
Bayou Beeuf, as will appear by reference to copy of deed C. Your memorialist represents that before 
the change of government no definitive line of division had ever been established between the districts 
or posts of Opelousas and Rapides, but that for the purpose of locating such claims on the Bayou Boeuf, 
as called to be, in the district of Opelousas, the surveyor general referred the question of boundary 
between the two counties to the decision of the register and receiver at Opelousas. Those officers 
established a line of division, and the claim of Lamero was located and surveyed in conformity therewith, 
and the location approved. This will be shown by reference to the copies from the surveyor general 
accompanying this memorial and lettered D. But your memorialist further represents that afterwards a 
suit was instituted by Isaac Baldwin, esq., against your memorialist and the said John Stafford to recover 
the land under a title calling to be located in the post of Rapides, and which had been surveyed and 
located in the same place without regard to the division line between the two counties as settled by the 
commissioners, and that your memorialist was evicted of the land on the ground that it had been in fact 
located in Rapides, contrary to the calls of the title. This will appear by reference to the decree of the 
court, a copy of which, lettered E, is annexed. Repeated applications were afterwards made to the 
surveyor general of the public lands south of Tennessee to change and remove the location of your 
memorialist’s claim, and to give him lands somewhere else in lieu of that of which he had been evicted 
by the fault of the department, but that he has constantly refused to interfere, notwithstanding the judg- 
ment of a competent court. Copies of his letters above referred to will explain his views on the subject. 
Your memorialist further represents that previously to the decision of the said suit partition of the land 
had been made between your memorialist and John Stafford, and that the upper part was assigned to 
your memorialist, as will be shown by document F; that he had erected buildings and made other 
valuable improvements on his part of the land, which he has entirely lost. The annexed paper, G, will 
show the local situation of the land, and in what manner it was surveyed. 

Your memorialist has applied in vain to the surveyor general to have the location removed until all 
the lands at that time vacant on the Bayou Beeuf, within the acknowledged limits of Opelousas, have 
been surveyed for other claimants. After paying a high price for a title which is admitted to be good 
and valid by the general government, and being ruined by the clashing opinions of courts of justice of 
undoubted competency, and of the officers of the surveying department, he finds himself without remedy 
unless your honorable body will interpose for his relief. 

He therefore prays that Congress would grant him the same quantity of land which he has lost, to 
wit: five hundred and forty-two acres, to be located on any public and vacant lands on the Bayou Beuff, 
in the parish of Rapides. 

And, as in duty bound, will ever pray. JOHN MATHEWS. 





A.—WNo. of entry 529.—Report No. 50.—Class No. 2. 


The heirs of Pedro Lamero claim 3,200 superficial arpents of land, viz: 40 arpents front on both sides 
of Bayou Beeuf, by 40 arpents in depth, in the county of Opelousas, held under an order of survey to 
Pedro Lamero, dated October 2, 1791, and signed by Estevan Miro, then governor of Louisiana. The 
order of survey accompanies the notice, and is for 40 arpents front on each side of the bayou, at the most 
convenient place being vacant. No conditions are attached thereto.—(See note B at the end of the report.) 


Lanp Orrice at Opetousas, State of Louisiana, May 9, 1825. 


I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of the original in my office, reported 
by the register and receiver at Opelousas, acting as a board of commissioners for ascertaining and 
adjusting titles and claims to lands in the western district of the State of Louisiana, by virtue of the acts 
of Congress approved March 10, 1812, and February 27, 1813, in their report of December 30, 1815, under 
No. 50, and in class No. 2, which comprises “claims founded on authentic orders of survey conceded by 
the Spanish government of Louisiana, which, with or without proof of occupancy, ought, in the opinion 
of the said register and receiver, to be confirmed.” 

I do further certify the following to be a true and correct copy of note B, referred to in the above 
report. 
The register and receiver are of opinion that, in justice and equity, all claims founded on orders of 
survey ought to be confirmed, and especially those in the western district. The conditions on the per- 
formance of which the completion of the title depended being inapplicable to the local circumstances 
and situation of the country, it is believed were never insisted upon. Indeed, by clearing the fronts of 
their lands to a certain depth the proprietors must, in most instances, have deprived themselves even of 
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fuel. Cutting roads were necessary in very few instances, and making levees in scarcely any. Even 
claims founded on orders of survey, without special locations, conceded, for example, for any vacant land 
in the post of Opelousas, are considered as valid. It is known that such concessions were sometimes 
made for the remuneration of persons from whom lands had been taken by the Spanish government for 

arrisons or other public uses. The property so taken from the claimant or his ancestor has, by the 
cession of Louisiana, become vested in the United States. Would it then be just to withhold the indem- 
nity for which the former government had become pledged? There are but few claims of this description, 
and if allowed, provision ought to be made for locating them so as to avoid conflicting with other private 
claims, though founded on titles of subsequent date, or with tracts of land to which occupants, under 
existing acts of Congress, are entitled to the right of pre-emption. 

And I do further certify that the same has been acted upon and approved by act of Congress of the 
99th day of April, in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen; and an act supplementary thereto, approved 
in the year eighteen hundred and twenty-five. : 

Given under my hand, at my office aforesaid, the day and year above written. 

VALENTINE KING, Register. 





B.—Pedro Lamero, vente de terre a John Thompson. 


Par devant moi, Jean M. Debaillon, notaire public dans et pour la paroisse St. Landry, comté de Opé- 
lousas, Etat de la Louisiane, est comparu personnellement le Sieur Pedro Lamero, habitant sur la riviere 
Amise, actuellement en cette dire paroisse, lequel 4, par ces présentes déclaré avoir vendu par acte 
gous seing privé en datte du quinze Juillet, mil huit cent-quinze, 4 Mr. John Thompson, habitant de cette 
dite paroisse, une terre située au Bayou au Bouf, de quarante arpents de face, sur chaque bord du dit 
bayou, sur la profondeur ordinaire de quarante arpents, conformement au titre de concession qu’il 4 obtenu 
de Mr. Etienne Miré, gouverneur de la Louisiane, en date de deux Octobre, mil sept quatre-vingt-onze; 
lequel titre a été remise alors 4 l’acquereur, et démant remplir Vobligation que le vendeur avait contraité 
par le dit sous seing privé, d’en passer vente en forme par devant notaire au dit acquereur, 4 sa premiére 
réquisition, il déclare par le présent, avoir vendu, cédé, quitté, et transporté, des lors et pour toujours, 
avec garantie de tous troubles, dettes, hypotéques, evictions, et alienations quelconques, au dit Sieur John 
Thompson, ses héritiers et ayants cause, la susdite terre, pour quwil enjouisse en toute propriété, et dis- 
pose a sa volonté. 

La dite vente ainsi faite pour et moyennant la somme de six cents piastres, que le vendeur déclare 
avoir recu en especes comptant, lorsqu’il a passé la dite vente sous seing privé, de laquelle somme il quitte 
et décharge l’acquereur. 

Au moyen du dit payement le vendeur met et subroge l’acquereur dans tous les droits de propriété 
quil a, et peut avoir sur la dite terre, consentant que l’acquereur en soit saisi et revétu. 

Fait et passé en l’etude le vingt-sept Octobre, mil huit cent dix-huit, en présence des Sieurs Lament 
Dupré et Celestin Lavergne, témoins requis, qui ont signé avec le vendeur et moi, la dit notaire, aprés 
lecture. Pedro Lamero. Ctin. Lavergne. Lament Dupré. Par devant moi, T. M. Debaillon, notaire 
public. 
Je certifie la présente copie conforme a l’acte de vente original resté en mon archive; en foi de quoi 


jai apposé mon seing et mon sceau, le jour de sa passation. Les mots le vendeur bon. 
[1.8] T. M. DEBAILLON, Notaire Public 





C. 


This deed, made the twenty-cighth day of October, in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, 
between John Thompson, of the State of Louisiana and parish of Saint Landry, of the one part, and John 
Mathews, of the parish of Rapides, and John Stafford, of the parish of Avoyelles, and State aforesaid, of 
the other part, witnesseth: That, for and in consideration of the premises hereinafter expressed, he, the 
said John Thompson, has bargained and sold, and does by this act grant, bargain, sell, set over, convey, 
and confirm, to the said John Mathews and John Stafford a certain tract or parcel of land, situated on 
the west side of Bayou Beeuf, in the parishes of Rapides and Avoyelles, conformably to a plat of survey 
made by Joseph Irwin, deputy surveyor, on the sixteenth day of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and nineteen, containing eleven hundred and thirty-eight American acres, or all the land included 
in said plat of survey, on the aforesaid side of said bayou, being part of a tract located at that place in 
virtue of a grant made to Pedro Lamero, as per order of survey bearing date the second day of October, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one; to have and to hold the said tract of land to the 
said John Mathews and John Stafford, their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, forever. And 
the said John Thompson, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, covenants that he will for- 
ever warrant and defend the said tract of land to the said John Mathews and John Stafford, their heirs 
and assigns, against the claim of himself and his heirs, and against the lawful claims or titles of all per- 
sons whatsoever, except that of Isaac Baldwin. This sale being made for and in consideration of the 
sum of four thousand dollars cash paid to the seller, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged. In 
testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto signed and affixed their seals in presence of the subscribing 
witnesses, and before George King, judge in and for the aforesaid parish of St. Landry, at Opelousas, 
the day and year first above written; it being understood before signing that the contract entered into 
between the parties on the twentieth day of November, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eighteen, respecting the above tract of land, is hereby made null and void to all intents and purposes. 

JOHN THOMPSON. [t. s.] 
JOHN MATHEWS. [1 s.] 
JOHN STAFFORD. [1. s.] 


Witnesses: Jonn Smiru. 


James Ray. 
GEO. KING, [t. s.] Probate Judge. 
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Srare or Lovuistana, Parish of St. Landry: 

I, George King, judge in and for the aforesaid parish of Saint Landry, do certify the foregoing to be 
a true and correct copy of the original on file and of record in my office. 

Given under my hand and official seal, at Opelousas, the twenty-eighth day of October, one thousanq 


eight hundred and twenty. 
[L. s.] GEO. KING, Probate Judge. 





D.— Copy of a letter from Thomas Freeman, esq., surveyor of the lands of the United States south of Tennessee 
to Gideon Fitz, esq., principal deputy surveyor of the southwest district, State of Louisiana, dated 


Sukveyon’s Orricr, Washington, Miss., March 7, 1819, 


Sm: Your letters of 27th January and 10th February on the subject of Mr. Stafford’s claim in Opelousas 
have been received, and answered by my letters of the 27th and 28th ultimo, transmitted by mail. 

Since these letters have been forwarded Mr. Stafford arrived here and produced several papers and 
documents on the subject of his claim, the boundaries of Opelousas, &c., &c. From a hasty view of these 
papers, and conversation with Mr. Stafford, I find that very few or no new lights have been thrown on the 
subject of the northern limits of Opelousas. 

In addition to my observations to you on this subject, I will only further add that the most probable 
mode of deciding that question will be by referring it to the decision of the board of commissioners jp 
your district. The information they must have already acquired on this subject from their official duties, 
with what they may further procure by specific investigation of the question, will, I conceive, enable them 
to decide, as satisfactorily as the nature of the case will admit, where the limits of Opelousas and Rapides 
should be fixed or admitted, so as to do justice to all parties concerned. Under these impressions I 
request you will submit the question to the board of commissioners where the northern limits of Opelousas 
shall be fixed for the purpose of locating private claims in that district, and abide by their decision in the 
location and survey of Mr. Stafford’s claim, and all other claims similarly circumstanced. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
THOS. FREEMAN, 


Giron Fitz, Esq., Principal Deputy Surveyor. 


N. B.—A copy of this letter has been delivered to Mr. Stafford. Let me know the decision of the 
commissioners on the above question. 





Extract of a letter from Thomas Freeman, esq,, surveyor, &c., to John Dinsmore, principal deputy surveyor, 
&c., dated 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., September 27, 1825. 


On the subject of locating private claims you will see my opinion and instructions communicated to 
your predecessor, and particularly that of Mr. Stafford’s claim, which has already caused more trouble to 
the department than any other claim. The mode that has been adopted to ascertain the limits of the 
districts of Opelousas and Rapides, on Bayou Beeuf, was by submitting the investigation and decision of that 
question to the register and receiver of the land office, who were in possession of all the facts on the 
subject that had fallen into the hands of the land commissioners, and who were at the trouble of procuring 
all the further additional information that they could collect or deemed necessary. They have examined 
and decided, without prejudice, interest, or bias, as public officers, the question, and fixed the point on the 
Bayou Beeuf, limiting the district of Opelousas and Rapides on that bayou. I have adopted the limits of 
those districts as fixed by the register and receiver, and ordered Stafford’s claim to be surveyed accord- 
ingly within the district of Opelousas. The opinion and decision of the court, jury, and attorneys of 
Rapides, however respectable, cannot induce me to believe they acted in that case with better information 
or more impartiality than the register and receiver have done. Of course, my opinion is that the survey 
of Stafford’s claim should not be removed by this department. Mr. Stafford may refer his case to the 
General Land Office, or petition Congress, or contend with his opponents; the next decision of the court 
may be in his favor. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your friend and servant, THOS. FREEMAN. 


Privcipa Deputy Surveyor’s Orrice, Opelousas, 1825. 


I certify that the foregoing letter and extract are truly and correctly copied from the original letters 
filed in this office. 
JOHN DINSMORE, Sevn., Principal Deputy Surveyor. 





E. 
Isaac Bapwin 
vs. Sixth district court, Parish of Rapides and State of Louisiana. 
Joun Matuews anp Joun Srarrorp. 


_ The plaintiff in this case has an order of survey and commissioner’s certificate of confirmation thereon, 
in the name of Patrick Urial, for twenty arpents front on the Bayou Boeuf, on the right-hand bank 
descending the same, with the ordinary depth of forty arpents, situated at the time of granting the order 
in the post of Rapides, bounded below by the lands of George Row, and above by vacant lands. He has 
also a conveyance of the right of Patrick Urial to the said tract of land. 

The defendants have an order of survey in the name of Pedro Lamiro, with the commissioner's 
certificate of confirmation thereon, for forty arpents front of land on both sides of the Bayou Boeuf, with 
the ordinary depth in the post of Opelousas, in the place which will suit him best, (en el parage que mas 
le accomodaire.) They have also a regular conveyance from the said Pedro Lamiro of the said land. 
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The plaintiff contends that his land is properly located by Kenneth McCrummen, January 27, 1819, 
as shown by the yellow lines on the plat marked L, and filed in the cause. 

The defendants contend that their land is properly located by Joseph Irvine, April 16, 1819, as shown 
by the red lines on the plat marked L, and filed in the cause. 

It appears from the date of the respective surveys that the plaintiff made the first location. The plat 
signed by James Haggard, dated December 3, 1818, is accompanied by no proof either of the signature 
of Haggard or of the fact of location by the chain-carriers, whose names are affixed to the plat, con- 
sequently can make no proof of a location. The title of the defendants is limited to the post of Opelousas; 
that of the plaintiff to the post of Rapides. Without reference to the acts done by the registers of the land 
office and receiver of public moneys in order to establish an equitable limit between the said two parishes, 
the court have no hesitation in declaring that there is a weighty, precise, and constant presumption that 
the limits of the parish of Rapides extended to Ray’s ferry, three lines in a straight line from the centre of 
the tract of land as located by the plaintiff, and upwards of five miles from the same point, following the 
pank of Bayou Beoeuf, as will appear by a reference to the testimony of Vollantine Layssard, Stephen 
Lynch, and K. McCrummen, even admitting that the maxim of the law, “Jn antiquis enuntialio a probant,” 
would not permit the reception of the record of the suit in 1809 between Corkroon and Peel, marked K, 
and filed in the cause. The land claimed by the plaintiff is in the parish of Rapides, and located in the 
parish of Rapides; his location is prior to that of the defendants. The title of the defendants call for land 
in Opelousas; the interference with the plaintiff is in the parish of Rapides. Their location is subsequent 
to that of the plaintiff. In cases of doubt as to the locality of title the first location should be respected. 
It is therefore ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the plaintiff be forever quieted in the possession and 
enjoyment of the tract of land claimed in his petition against the claims of the defendants, and that the 
said defendants pay the costs of this suit to be taxed. 








W. MURRAY, Judge Sixth District. 
Jury 26, 1821. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the judgment in the above case. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of office, February 6, 


A.D, 1824. 
[L. s.] WM. R. LECKIE, Deputy Clerk. 





F. 
Parish oF AvoyELLEs, State of Louisiana: 


This memorandum of agreement, made on this first day of February, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
one, between John Stafford, of the parish of Avoyelles, of the one part, and John Mathews, of the parish 
of Rapides, of the other part, witnesses: That the said parties, having made a purchase of a tract of land 
lying on Bayou Boeuf, and received a title jointly for the same from John Thompson, of Opelousas, a 
reference to said sale recorded in the parish judge’s office, parish of St. Landry, dated —————_, will 
more fully appear, have and do agree upon the following division of the same: John Mathews to keep 
the upper part of the tract thus described, and on which he now resides, to the amount of six hundred 
and forty American acres; and the balance, containing four hundred and ninety-five acres of the lower 
part, to belong to John Stafford. And there being a suit now depending in the supreme court of the 
parish of Rapides between these parties and Isaac Baldwin for a part of this tract of land, it is further 
agreed that, if said Baldwin should finally recover any part of the land, the loss, whatever it may be, 
shall be borne by the parties in the proportion of six hundred and forty by John Mathews and four 
hundred and ninety-five by John Stafford; and, after the determination of said suit, the line to be run out 
between them according to this agreement. And the parties hereby mutually relinquish all claim to the 


respective parts to the other. 
JOHN STAFFORD. 
Joun Wurtine. JOHN MATHEWS. 


E. G. Paxton. 


The within was duly acknowledged before me. 
CORNELIUS VOORHIES, Parish Judge. 


Parish oF AvoyELLEs, State of Louisiana: 
I, Cornelius Voorhies, parish judge in and for the parish of Avoyelles, do certify the foregoing to be 
a true copy from the original on file and of record in my office. a 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed’ the seal of my office, April 25, 1825. 
[L. s.] CORNELIUS VOORHIES, Parish Judge. 


Pursuant to an order from the principal deputy surveyor of the southwest district, and in conformity 
with reported No. 50 from the register and receiver of the western district, State of Louisiana, I have 
surveyed, for the heirs of Pedro Lamiro, a tract of land situate on both sides’of Bayou Boeuff, being section 
No. , in township No. 1 south, in range No. 2 east; and section No. , in township No. 1 south, 
in range No. 8 east, of the basis meridian, and bounded as follows: beginning ata post at A; thence north 
81° east, 170 chains; thence south 9° east, 192.80 chains; thence north 67° 45’ west, 136 chains; thence 
north 9° west, 40 chains; thence south 81° west, 115 chains; thence north 9° west, 78.30 chains; thence 
. horth 44° east, 4 chains; thence north 9° west, 14.30 chains; thence south 64° easty 35.40 chains; thence 
south 9° east, 7 chains; thence south 74° east, 32.10 chains; thence north 9° west, 28 chains, to the begin- 
ning; containing two thousand seven hundred and eight acres, and having such form and marks, natural 


and artificial, as are represented in the above plat and note of references. April 16, 1819. 
JOSEPH IRWIN, Deputy Surveyor. 








Tuomas Hatt anp Bensamin Gray, Chaintarriers. 
From the decision of Messrs. Wails and Garrard, this survey appears to be “in the Opelousas;” it is 


therefore examined and approved. April 30, 1819. ; 
, GIDEON FITZ, Principal Deputy Surveyor. 
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Western District, State of Louisiana: 
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The above is a true and correct copy of the original plat. Plat and certificate of survey approved 


of and filed in this office. 
JOHN DINSMORE, Sev., Principal Deputy Surveyor, S. W. District. 


Oretousas, October 19, 1825. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 7, 1826. 
Treasury Department, February 6, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the register of the land office at Opelousas, 
prepared in obedience to the act of Congress of May 11, 1820, entitled “An act supplementary to the 
several acts for the adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisiana.” 

The report embraces the examination of ninety-six claims, filed under the provisions of the said act 
in the land office at Opelousas previous to December 31, 1820. Of the claims recommended for confirma- 
tion, those marked A, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 25, 26, 31, 33, 34, 
38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 48, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 65, 66, 69, 70, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 82, and 
83, are founded on grants or orders of survey, of which there is recorded evidence. The land, in almost 
every case, has been occupied by the parties claiming for a long series of years, and the quantities are 
such as the Spanish authorities were in the habit of granting to actual settlers. They are therefore 
recommended for confirmation on the grounds stated by the register, and under the presumption that the 
title papers on which the claims are founded are genuine. 
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The claim marked A No. 27, and recommended for confirmation by the register, is the claim of the 
Chetimache Indians, for themselves and those claiming under them. This claim is recommended for con- 
frmation by the register to the extent of one square league. The register observes that “the documents 
herein adduced are equal to the highest order of grants.” If these Indians had, under the Spanish govern- 
ment, an absolute right to the soil, it is presumed that their claim is equally good to the whole as to a 
part of the land occupied by them; but whether they had such right of soil, and to what extent their claim 
ought to be confirmed to themselves, and to those who have purchased from them, are questions submitted 
for the decision of Congress. 

The claims marked A Nos. 29, 30, 64, 68, 74, and 81, are founded on titles derived, or said to be 
derived, from various officers of the government of Texas residing at Nacogdoches. As the powers of the 
different officers of Texas to grant the land in question, with several other questions incidental to the 
decision of these claims, (which cover a large extent of country,) will be necessarily involved in the 
decision to be made by Congress on some of the claims embraced in the report of the commissioners for 
ascertaining land titles in that part of the State of Louisiana situated between the Rio Hondo and the 
Sabine, dated November 1, 1824, these claims are therefore submitted for the consideration of Congress. 

The claims marked A Nos. 32, 45, 46, and 47, are founded on concessions, but the evidence of title 
has been lost. The evidence to prove the validity of the claim, and the loss of the title papers, appearing 
to be satisfactory to the register, these claims are submitted for the favorable consideration of Congress. 

The claims marked A Nos, 87 and 90 are not of that description which come within the provisions 
of the act; but as the tracts of land claimed are small, and as there has been long possession by the claim- 
ants, they are, upon equitable principles, entitled to the consideration of Congress. 

The residue of the claims filed with the register have either been rejected or suspended for further 
consideration. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 





Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, September 7, 1824. 


Sm: Your predecessor, Mr. Wailes, made no report to this office relative to the claims filed with him, 
agreeably to the provisions of the second section of the ‘act supplementary to the several acts for the 
adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisiana,” passed May 11, 1820. As the surveying of the 
private claims which have heretofore been confirmed in your district cannot be so closed as to give to the 
claims their respective sectional numbers until all the claims in each township shall have been finally 
acted upon, and as much time will be lost, and the claimants generally as well as the public subjected to 
great inconvenience by delaying the returns until a special act of Congress can be procured which shall 
authorize you to make the report which was required by law of Mr. Wailes, I take the-liberty of suggest- 
ing the propriety of your investigating and reporting on the claims which have been filed with Mr. Wailes, 
when register, within the period prescribed by the act above mentioned. 

Your report would be submitted to Congress, and I have no doubt would be acted upon by them in 
the same manner that any report would be which should be made under any act that might be passed at 
the next session authorizing you to report on these claims. 

In making your report you will confine yourself to the provisions of the act which limits your juris- 
diction to claims founded on Spanish grants, concessions, or orders of survey, and which shall have been 
filed with your predecessor previous to December 31, 1820. These restrictions are equally applicable to 
the claims provided for by the second and fourth sections of the act. 

As to the form of your report, and the classification and numbering of the claims, I would refer you 
to the report made by Messrs. Wailes and Garrard, dated December 30, 1815, which affords the simplest 
form in which the substance of the evidence in each case may be embodied. 

It is possible Mr. Wailes may have neglected to file some of the claims which may have been pre- 
sented to him previous to December 31, 1820, or the evidence of their having been filed may have been 
lost. In such cases you will make a special report, accompanied by the evidence that the claim was filed 
within the period limited by law. 4 

In addition to the fees for recording specified in the act, a part of which I presume Mr. Wailes has 
received, a further sum of $600 is allowed to the register for making this report, which Mr. Wailes has 
not received, and which would be paid to you whenever Congress should act upon the report. 


Iam, &c., &c., 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
VaLentInE Kine, Esq., Register of the Land Office, Opelousas, Louisiana. 





Lanp Orrice at Opetousas, State of Louisiana, October 13, 1825. 


Sir: I have this day mailed, through your address, to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States, my reports of the claims entered with my predecessor, by virtue of the law of Congress approved 
May 11, 1820, and in obedience to your request of September 8, 1824. 

_ You are advised that, in December last, I had executed the work in one original, intending to present 
it to you in person, and to have it finished during my stay at Washington; but circumstances preventing 
my intended journey, I reserved them purposely for reconsideration. I have re-examined them with much 
care, and have had occasion to change my opinion in two claims only, which will be seen in the report of 
the particular claims. In a thorough examination which I have given the office this year, I have found 
among files purporting to contain affidavits and depositions in claims long since decided by the board of 
commissioners, and in other places where I as little expected it, twelve or fourteen claims which have 
been included in the report from Nos. 84 to 96, both inclusive. The circumstances most strongly inducing 
me to recommend some claims for reconsideration, was the unfortunate negligence which my predecessor 
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had shown both in his public and private affairs, which I concluded might possibly have been the cau 
of no testimony having been taken to support a doubtful grant. “@ 

These claims are to the number of 14, and I have observed in the introduction that they are designated 
in the recapitulation by the letter R, in red ink; but this circumstance was forgotten, and I must beg th 
favor of you to cause it to be done. They are as follows, viz: ’ 

No. 28. John Thompson. 

No. 36. John Thompson. 

No. 35. Celistin Lavergne. 

No. 37. Stephen Tippet. 

No. 41. John José Caradine. 

No. 49. Legal representatives of Miguel Erasmo. 

No. 50. Legal representatives of Juan de Leon. 

No. 51. Martin Despallier. 

No. 57. Santiago Crus. 

No. 58. Legal representatives of Juan Lopez. 

No. 67. Legal representatives of Pierre and Julien Besson. 

No. 71. Juan Aldereta. 

No. 72. Jean Tomazean. 

No. 73. Louis Duran. 

This work disposed of, we shall turn our attention to the pre-emption claims, and I think I shall be 
able to return all the forfeited claims in about two weeks. 

Among these, claims are found to the number of forty or more on which no payments appear to have been 
made; they have been, consequently, thus marked and thrown aside, because where there is no payment 
there is no forfeiture. If, however, it is necessary to make any return of these, you will please direct it. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
VALENTINE KING. 


Hon. Georce Granam, Commissioner General Land Office, Washington. 





Lanp Orrice at Opexousas, State of Lowisiana, October 1, 1825. 


The undersigned, register of the land office at Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, in obedience to 
the wishes of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in his letter of September 7, 1824, has the honor 
to report the following claims for lands which have been entered at this office pursuant to the second and 
fourth sections of an act of Congress entitled “An act supplementary to the several acts for the adjustment 
of land claims in the State of Louisiana,” approved May 11, 1820. 

On examination of these claims, the plan of the former register, (whose duty it was to have made 
these reports on the first of January, 1821,) as far as it can be learned from the small progress of his 
work, was to have given the nature of his claim, with the documents and evidence in support thereof, in 
one series; and his remarks, or “his opinion of the credit to which the evidence was entitled,” as expressed 
in the act of Congress, in another. 

It will be seen that this plan has not been pursued in the following reports, for reasons that will 
appear very obvious. 

The plan adopted by the register and receiver of this district in their report of December 30, 1815, 
was recommended to the undersigned by the Commissioner of the General Land Office in his letter before 
alluded to; but considering the nature of these claims, confined to grants and orders of survey, this minute 
classification was considered unnecessary, and the simpler mode has therefore been adopted of prefixing 
to the numbers the letters A and B, the former to denote a favorable report, the latter the contrary. Some 
of the claims have been recommended for reconsideration, and are marked in the recapitulation with the 
letter R, in red ink. 

A No.1. John Andrus claims a tract of land containing 252 superficial arpents, equal to 213.52 
American acres, to wit: six arpents in front by forty-two arpents in depth, situated in the quarter of 
Belveu, in the parish of St. Landry, about three leagues from the church of Opelousas, in a southwesterly 
direction; bounded, at the date of the concession, on one side by land conceded to Lanuge Bourge, and on 
the other side by land of one Padion. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, that is to say: Ist, 
the requéte of Joseph Landry, dated February 27, 1778, soliciting a grant of the tract of land above 
described; 2d, the certificate of the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant of the post of Opelousas and 
Attakapas, stating that the land solicited was of his Majesty’s domain, dated March 3, 1778, to which is 
subjoined, 3dly, the concession or order of survey by Governor de Galvez, ordering the commandant to 
put the petitioner in possession of the land solicited; this instrument is given at New Orleans under the 
signature of the governor, De Galvez, but without date; 4th, the certificate of the same commandant, setting 
forth that, in pursuance of the governor’s decree, he had put the party in possession of the land solicited, 
and fixed his boundaries in presence of the neighbors, whose names are subscribed; this is dated at 
Opelousas, June 2, 1778; 5th, a deed of obligation, dated at Opelousas, January 29, 1780, by which Joseph 
Landry, the grantee, promises to make a transfer in due form, after the titles of his land shall have been 
perfected, to Fabien Richard, in exchange for other land; 6th, a deed of sale from Fabien Richard to 
Baptiste Grange, dated January 7, 1787; 7th, a deed of sale from Fabien Landry and Jean Baptiste Grange 
to David Arkason, dated September 2, 1817; and, 8th, a deed of sale from David Arkason to the claimant, 
dated the 5th October, in the year 1818. In this claim the signatures of the governor and commandant, 
and particularly the handwriting of Mr. De Clouet, appear to be genuine, and there is no doubt that the 
documents throughout are authentic, and entitled to the fullest credit. From the best information, the 
land has been occupied for near forty years. The confirmation is therefore recommended. 

A No. 2. George King, and the legal representatives of Simon Taylor, deceased, claim a tract of 
land containing three thousand two hundred superficial arpents, equal to two thousand seven hundred and 
eight American acres, to wit: forty arpents in front on the Bayou Boeux, with a depth of forty arpents 
on each side of said bayou, adjoining on the upper side to land conceded by the Spanish government to 
Jacques Lafleur, and on the lower side to vacant land; one undivided moiety of the said land being the 
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property of the said George King, and the other that of the legal representatives of the said Simon Taylor, 
eased. 

“3 In support of this claim the following documents of title are filed: 1st, a requéte in the name of 
Laurent Dupré, dated at Opelousas, October 29, 1791, for the tract of land above described; to which is 
subjoined an order of survey by Governor Miro, dated at New Orleans, November 9, 1791, ordering the 
commandant of the post of Opelousas to put the petitioner in possession of the land solicited, with no 
other condition than that it shall not prejudice any other person; 2d, a deed of sale duly executed and 
authenticated from Laurent Dupré to Simon Taylor for the entire tract of land described, dated December 
14, 1818; 3d, a deed of sale from the said Simon Taylor to George King for one undivided moiety of the 
said tract, dated December 23, 1818. 

In support of this claim, the following oral testimony has been adduced: General Garrigues sworn 
and examined before the register, says that he brought from the city of New Orleans the order of survey 
or concession made by Governor Miro in favor of Laurent Dupré; that he received it from Mr. Francois 
Thomequex some time in the spring of 1817 or 1818; that Mr. Thomequex inquired of deponent if he 
knew such a man in Opelousas as Laurent Dupré, to which depunent replying in the affirmative, the said 
Thomequex said he had found a concession of land to said Dupré among the private papers of his, the said 
Thomequex’s, deceased father-in-law, Mr. Pedesclaux, formerly a notary public in the city of New Orleans. 
Deponent says that he knew Mr. Pedesclaux in his capacity of notary public; that Laurent Dupré requested 
him, the deponent, to search for the paper in question, knowing that it must have been in some of the 
public offices in the city; that he inquired of Mr. F. Duplessis, with whom the concession was said to 
have been left; that said Duplessis informed deponent he had said concession, among others, which he 
had deposited in the proper office of the government, or land department. The deponent then searched in 
all the offices of persons whom he understood had been notaries under the Spanish government, but could 
never find the concession until the time above mentioned. Deponent says that his searches had always 
been directed among the public papers of the said notaries, and was informed by Mr. Thomequex that it 
was found among the private papers of the said notary as above stated. Deponent says that since the 
year 1805, being the year of his arrival at Opelousas, and at that time, and many years after, a surveyor 
for the United States by the appointment of Mr. Briggs, surveyor general, he has often heard from the 
said Laurent Dupré and the inhabitants that he had a title for the land in question, but that it had been 
nislaid in New Orleans; that he had always understood the Spanish government had granted a tract of 
land to each of the three brothers, Jacques Dupré, Laurent Dupré, and Antoine Dupré; the first being the 
uppermost tract, that of Laurent Dupré adjoining, and that of Antoine the next below. 

Jacques Dupré, being sworn and examined before the register, says he distinctly recollects that the 
requétes of his two brothers, Laurent and Antoine Dupré, were, about the time of their dates, sent by Mr. 
Francois Pitre, sen., to New Orleans, to obtain on them the necessary concession from the governor; that, 
on the return of said Pitre, he informed this deponent that he had left the said requétes in the hands of 
Mr. Francois Duplessis, who had engaged to pay the necessary attention to them. Deponent further says 
that, some time afterwards, going to New Orleans, he was requested to ask for the said concessions; that 
on his arrival in the city he applied to Mr. Duplessis, who expressed surprise at learning that the grants 
had not been sent up, remarking that he had placed the requétes in the proper office without delay, to be 
carried into grants; that he, the deponent, then inquired at the land offices, but that the papers could not 
be found during his stay. Deponent being asked if he knew why the certificate of the commandant or 
surveyor had not been obtained to the requétes in question, says he was informed by Mr. Piernass, an 
attorney-at-law, the son of the late governor at Illinois, that it was not necessary, and that he relied on 
such information as correct. 

The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine and in due form, except the usual certificate 
of the commandant, of the vacancy of the land, which is certainly not material to the validity of the 

rant. 
: The testimonial proof may be relied upon implicitly, the witnesses who have deposed being gentle- 
men of the first respectability. 

The claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 3. Cyprien Arceneau claims a tract of land containing 720 superficial arpents of land, equal 
to 609.30 American acres, to wit: eighteen arpents in front by forty in depth, situated on the west 
side of the Vermilion river, in Grand Prairie of Attakapas, at the extremity of the depth of the land 
which he owns by purchase on the Vermilion river. 7 

In support of this claim the following documents of title, given as copies from the land office of the 
eastern district of Louisiana by Charles Appé, signing as clerk and translator of the land office, have been 
filed: 1st. The requéte for the land in question by the claimant, and dated March 6, 1801, with the opinion 
of the fiscal royal, dated May 20, 1802, together with the decree of the intendant general, Morales, dated 
June 2, 1802. The following testimonial proof has been adduced in this claim, to wit: Edward Prejean, 
sworn and examined before the register, hath deposed as follows: “That he is thirty years of age, a native 
of Attakapas, and resides within less than two miles from the land in question; that it is within his 
knowledge that the claimant has occupied and cultivated the said land for fifteen or eighteen years; that 

the claimant, from the earliest recollection of deponent, resided on the front tract, of which the land in 
question is the second depth, until eight or nine years past, when he built on the tract now claimed, 
(meaning the westernmost one,) where he has resided ever since; that the claimant is also a native of 
Attakapas, and about thirty-six years of age, charged with the support of a wife and five children. 

The claimant in this case appears to have used due diligence to obtain the original document, which 
: basis of his title, and there is no doubt the original title paper does exist in the land office at New 

rleans. 
The testimonial proof in this claim is very credible, and the claimant himself a man of good moral 
character. 

The claim is therefore recommended for confirmation, and, in this event, it is further recommended 
that the sum of $253 874 be refunded to the claimant, that amount having been paid by him at this office 
July 6, 1820, by virtue of the 5th section of an act of Congress of March —, 1811, and revived May 11, 
1820, of which he availed himself to avoid being disturbed in his possession, 

A No. 4. The legal representatives of Jean Baptiste Melangon, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claim a 
tract of land containing 240 superficial arpents, equal to 203.10 American acres, to wit: six arpents 
in front with forty arpents in depth, situated in the Grand Prairie of Attakapas, on the west side of the 
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river Vermilion, adjacent to and back of a tract heretofore conceded by the Spanish government to the 
said Jean Baptiste Melangon. 

In support of this claim the following authenticated copies of documents under the hand of John W. 
Gurley, late register of the eastern district of the then territory of Orleans, have been filed, that is to 
say: Ist. The requéte of Jean Baptiste Melangon, dated March 6, 1801, soliciting the grant of the tract 
of land above described. 2d. The certificate of Louis C. de Blanc, commandant of the post of Attakapag 
of the same date, stating that the land petitioned for may be granted. 3d. The opinion of Gilbert Leonard, 
dated at New Orleans, May 19, 1802, to which is subjoined, 4th, the order of the intendant genera} 
Morales, granting the prayer of the said petitioner as soon as the petitioner shall have forwarded a survey 
of the said land. 

The title papers in this claim appear to be in the usual forms; the claimant states that the origina] 
having been refused to him, he could only file copies. There is no doubt but that the originals do exist 
in the land office at New Orleans. 

The claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

B No. 5. Robert Taylor, of the county of Opelousas, as the agent or representative of Leon Bertamy, 
claims a tract of land of 2,400 superficial arpents, equal to 2,031 American acres, to wit: thirty arpents 
front on the Bayou Huffpower, in the county of Opelousas, with the depth of forty arpents on both sides 
of the said bayou. In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed: Ist, the 
requéte of the said Leon Bertamy, dated March 14, 1792, soliciting a grant of the tract of land above 
described; to which is subjoined, 2d, a certificate dated March 14, 1792, stating that the land solicited 
was of his Majesty’s domain, with the signature of “Fran’co Forstal” subjoined thereto; and, 3d, the 
concession or order of survey by Baron de Carondelet, ordering Don Carlos Trudeau, surveyor, to put the 
party in possession of the land solicited, and dated at New Orleans, May 15, 1792. “That the document 
on which this claim is predicated counterfeit, almost to demonstration, is manifest. The register believes 
it to be counterfeit, because the requéte and the order of survey annexed to it are both in a handwriting 
which he knows very well to be that of a Spaniard who was in this town two or three years past, and, 
from information, is believed not to have come to the country, certainly not to Opelousas, until long since 
the change of government; because, for the purpose probably of changing the appearance of the paper 
and the writing, and making both seem as ancient as their date, the paper had been so completely satu- 
rated by the application of some saline mixture as to become damp whenever the atmosphere was humid, 
so much so that it became necessary to wrap it in several folds of waste paper to prevent the injury of 
other papers in the bundle in which it was filed, until, by changing these envelopes, the effect has in a 
great degree been counteracted; because, from good authority, it is believed that the bayou called Huft- 
power, where this land is claimed, was so little known, and the lands on it so little esteemed, that none 
of them were granted under the Spanish government; and if the bayou was known, it was not by the name 
of Huffpower nor of ‘Ozpor,’ as it is written in the requéte, but by that of ‘Sansfacon;’ because, although 
in the petition or requéte Leon Bertamy is called an inhabitant of the parish of Opelousas, none of the 
present inhabitants of Opelousas ever knew the man or any family of that name; because Opelousas has 
at no time been known as a parish by that name, but at the date of this requéte was called the post, some- 
times the district of Opelousas, and subsequently the county of Opelousas and parish of St. Landry; 
because, to the certificate stating the land solicited was of the King’s domain the name of Franc. Forestal 
is affixed as the commandant of: Opelousas, when it is well known that no such person was ever com- 
mandant of Opelousas, but that at the date of said requéte Mr. Nich. Forstal was the commandant; and, 
lastly, because a paper has been presented at this office, in the same handwriting of the one under consider- 
ation, purporting to be an order of survey conceded by the Baron de Carondelet for land on the same 
bayou, to which the name of Balentine Layssard is signed instead of Valentine Layssard, who was at that 
time commandant of the post of Rapides.” 

The foregoing is an exact copy of the opinion of the former register with whom these claims were 
filed, he having reported his opinions as far as this number. It appears, indeed, so well founded and 
correct that it has been adopted entire, and the claim is therefore not recommended for confirmation. 

B No. 6. David Caruthers, of the county of Attakapas, claims a tract of land containing 420 super- 
ficial arpents, equal to 355.43 American acres, to wit: ten arpents in front with forty-two arpents in depth, 
situated in a place commonly called the Grand Prairie of Attakapas, on the right bank of the Bayou Ver- 
milion, bounded on the lower side by Pierre Bernard’s part of the same original tract. In support of 
this claim the following documents of title have been filed, that is to say: 

Ist. The requéte of Amant Prejean, dated November 27, 1776, soliciting a grant of a tract of land of 
twelve arpents by forty-two arpents in depth. 2d. The certificate of the Chevalier de Clouet, then com- 
mandant of the post of Opelousas and Attakapas, stating that the land prayed for was of his Majesty’s 
domain, dated November 28, 1776. 3d. The order of survey by Governor de Galvez, ordering the com- 
mandant to put the petitioner in possession of the land solicited, dated Aprif1,1777. 4th. The commandant’s 
certificate stating that, in pursuance of the governor’s order, he had put the party in possession, and 
fixed the boundaries of the land prayed for, in presence of the neighbors whose names are subscribed to 
the said certificate, dated September 4,1777. 5th. The title in form to Amant Prejean, the petitioner, dated 
at New Orleans, March 5, 1778, and signed by Governor de Galvez. 6th. An extract from the general sale 
of the property of the said Amant Prejean by the Chevalier de Clouet, January 16, 1788, whereby the 
above-described land was sold to William Caruthers, the said extract being signed by Francisco y Luengo 
Caso, commandant of Attakapas, and dated July 2, 1795. ‘th. A plat of survey of the above-described 
land by Gosoulint, dated July 4, 1795. 8th. A deed of sale passed before Luengo and witnesses, January 
2, 1796, from William Caruthers to the claimant for four arpents front of said tract, with the ordinary 
depth. The claimant states in his notice that he will produce in due time the title for the remaining six 
acres which he claims. In this claim the documents are no doubt authentic and genuine. In the abstract 
of patents one is found corresponding with that filed herein. But on examining the claims confirmed by 
the commissioners, two arpents front of this tract are found to be confirmed to Pierre Bernard, and the 
other ten arpents now claimed are found confirmed to William Caruthers by commissioners’ certificate A 
No. 2122. This, therefore, ought not to be confirmed. ; 

B No. 7. Gerard and Hypolite Chretien, brothers, of the parish of St. Landry, inheriting from their 
deceased brother, Pierre Chretien, claim a tract of land containing three thousand two hundred superficial 
arpents, equal to two thousand seven hundred and eight American acres, being forty arpents front on the 
Bayou Nezpique, with forty arpents in depth on both sides of said bayou, in the said parish of St. Landry, 

bounded on one side by the land of McNamara, and on the other side by vacant land. 
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In support of this claim the following documents are filed: 1st. A title in form, signed by Bernardo de 
Galvez, dated August 23, 1781, to Pierre la Cost for the tract of land above described. 2d. A deed of sale 
duly executed and authenticated from John Gradnigo to the aforesaid Pierre Chretien, dated October 9, 
1806, for the above land, 3d. A plat of survey of the above-described land by William Darby, a deputy 
surveyor under the authority of the United States, dated August 25, 1816. 

On examining the claims confirmed by the commissioners, this tract is found to have been confirmed 
to Pierre Chretien precisely as herein described by the certificate marked A No. 1887. It is therefore 
not recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 8. Gerard and Hypolite Chretien, brothers, of the parish of St. Landry, joint heirs of Joseph 
Chretien, deceased, claim a tract of land containing 480 superficial arpents, equal to 406 American acres, 
peing twelve arpents front by forty arpents in depth on the Bayou Bourbeaux, in the prairie called at the 
date of the concession of said land, “ Grand prairie,” in the county of Opelousas. 

The claimants file in support of their claim the following documents: Ist. A requéte in the name of 
Louis St. Germain, dated September 16, 1776, for the above-described tract of land. 2d. The certificate of 
approval by the commandant, the Chevalier de Clouet, dated September 17, 1776. 3d. The order of survey 
py Governor de Galvez, ordering the commandant to put the petitioner in possession of the land solicited, 
and dated April 1, 1777. 4th. The certificate of the same commandant, stating that he had put the peti- 
tioner in possession of the land solicited, dated June 10,1777. 5th. The patent or title in form by Governor 
de Galvez, dated July 9, 1777. 6th. The deed of sale from Louis St. Germain to Mr. Chretien, December 
1, 1781, and passed before the Chevalier de Clouet and witnesses. th. A plat of survey of the said tract 
of land together with an adjoining one, dated April 7, 1793. 

The documents in this claim seem to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 
As, however, the family of the claimants is large, and they have not established an exclusive heirship, 
the register recommends, as in the foregoing claim, that the confirmation should be in the names of the 
heirs and legal representatives of Joseph Chretien. 

A No. 9. Gerard and Hypolite Chretien, brothers, of the parish of St. Landry, claim a tract of land 
containing 240 superficial arpents, equal to 203.10 American acres, to wit: six arpents front by the depth 
of forty arpents on the Bayou Bourbeaux, in the prairie called at the date of the concession of said land 
Grand prairie. In supportof this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: 1st. The 
requéte of Louis St. Germain, dated June 17, 1777. 2d. The certificate of the Chevalier de Clouet, com- 
mandant of the post of Opelousas, stating the land above described to be of the domain, dated July 
2,1777. 3d. The concession or order of survey by Governor de Galvez, ordering the commandant to put 
the petitioner in possession of the land prayed for, dated July 21, 1778. 4th. Certificate of same com- 
mandant, stating that he had put the party in possession of the said land, and fixed his boundaries in 
presence of a neighbor, whose name is subscribed to the said certificate, dated at Opelousas, October 26, 
1778. 5th. The patent or title in form to Louis St. Germain for the said described tract of land, dated at 
New Orleans, June 23, 1781, and signed by Governor de Galvez. The claimants refer, 6thly, to a deed of 
sale filed in their claim No. 8, from the said Louis St. Germain to Mr. Chretien, dated December 7, 1781, 
and passed before the Chevalier de Clouet and witnesses, and likewise to a plat of survey filed in the 
said last-mentioned claim of said tract of land, dated April 8, 1793. 

The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and the confirmation is therefore recom- 
mended, and for the same reasons as in the preceding claim, to the heirs and legal representatives of Joseph 
Chretien. 

A No. 10. Gerard and Hypolite Chretien, brothers, of the parish of St. Landry, heirs of the deceased 
Joseph Chretien, claim a tract of land containing 1,600 superficial arpents, equal to about 1,354 acres 
American measure, being for forty arpents front with forty arpents in depth on Bayou Bourbeaux, adjoining 
other land of the claimant. : 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed: Ist. The requéte of Joseph 
Chretien, their deceased father, dated at Opelousas, July 20, 1774, soliciting a grant of the tract of land 
above described. 2d. The certificate of the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant of the post of Opelousas 
and Attakapas, stating that the land solicited was of his Majesty’s domain, and that the said Joseph 
Chretien had been settled on it three months, dated July 22,1774. 3d. The concession or order of survey 
by Governor de Unzaga, ordering the commandant to put the petitioner in possessivun of the land solicited, 
and to fix and place the boundaries thereof, dated January 19, 1776. 4th. The certificate of the same 
commandant, setting forth that, in pursuance of the governor’s decree, he had put the petitioner in posses- 
sion of the land solicited in presence of a neighbor, whose name is subscribed, dated’ September 27, 1776. 
5th. The patent or title in form to Joseph Chretien for the said tract of land, dated at New Orleans, 
October 7, 1776, and signed by Governor de Unzaga. 6th. A plat of survey of the said land by Christ. 
Bolling, dated February 21, 1806. 

The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and the confirmation is therefore recom- 
mended, and for the same reasons as in claims Nos. 7, 8, and 9, to the heirs and legal representatives of 
Joseph Chretien. 

A No. 11. Gerard and Hypolite Chretien, brothers, and joint heirs of Joseph Chretien, late of 
Opelousas, deceased, claim a tract of land containing 1,200 superficial arpents, equal to 1,015} acres, 
American measure, being for thirty arpents front with forty arpents in depth on Bayou Bourbeaux, adjoining 
other land of the claimants. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: Ist. An authenti- 
cated copy of a requéte in the name of the aforesaid Joseph Chretien for the above-mentioned tract of 
land, dated April 24, 1802. 2d. A certificate of approval of the same date, signed by Martin Duralde, 
then commandant of the post of Opelousas, stating that the land solicited was of his Majesty’s domain. 
3d. The proceedings of the fiscal royal and other officers under the Spanish government at New Orleans. 
4th. The decree of Morales, then intendant of the province of Louisiana, dated October 7, 1802, granting 
the said land as solicited. : : 

The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and the confirmation is therefore recom- 
mended, and for the same reasons as in the preceding reports, to the heirs and legal representatives of 
Joseph Chretien. 

A No. 12. Joseph Young, sr., of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of land containing four 
hundred superficial arpents, equal to about three hundred and thirty-eight and one-half acres, American 
measure, being for ten arpents front on Bayou Cannes, in the said parish of St. Landry, with the depth of 
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ais 
forty arpents, bounded, at the time solicited, on all sides by vacant land. The following documents of 
title have been filed in support of this claim: 

Ist. The requéte of Pierre Fontenot, soliciting the above-described land, dated at Opelousas, May 14 
1780. 2d. The certificate of approval, stating that the land solicited was of thé domain, and signed by 
the commandant of Opelousas, the Chevalier de Clouet, and bearing date May 19, 1780. 3d. The order 
of survey or concession by Governor de Galvez, ordering the commandant to put the petitioner in posses. 
sion of the land solicited, and dated at New Orleans, June 20,1781. 4th. A deed of sale of the above- 
described land, passed before George King, notary, and witnesses, at Opelousas, December 21, 1820, from 
one William Hay to the said Joseph Young, sr., the claimant; in which deed it is stated that Pierre 
Fontenot, the petitioner, sold the said land to Joseph Ouachin, who sold it to Robert McKim, and by hin 
left to his wife, who sold the same to the said William Hay, her son-in-law, the aforesaid sales all having 
been made by a delivery of the title papers. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine. The chain of title being defective from the 
original claimant, (the sale of real estate in Louisiana requiring an act before a notary public and 
witnesses,) it is therefore recommended for confirmation in the name of the legal representatives of 
Pierre Fontenot. 

A No. 13. The legal representatives of Alexander de l’Home, late of the county of Attakapas, claim 
a tract of land containing two thousand superficial arpents, equal to sixteen hundred and ninety-two and 
one-half acres, American measure, being for fifty arpents front with forty in depth, situated in the parish 
of St. Martin’s, on the right bank of the river Teché; bounded on the upper side by land conceded to 
Fusilier de la Clair, and vacant land, and on the lower side by the land of Pierre Nezat. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, that is to say: Ist. A plat 
of survey, by Don Carlos Trudeau, of the above-described tract of land, in favor of Madame Marie Jeanne 
Caron, widow of Joseph Deville de Goutin, stating that the same had been granted to her by the order of 
Governor Miro, dated May 9, 1786, and likewise by the patent or title in form of the Baron de Carondelet, 
dated May 24, 1792. 2d. The confirmation of the above grants to the said Marie Jeanne Caron, widow of 
Joseph Deville de Goutin, signed by Morales April 8, 1802. 3d. A deed of sale, dated July 30, 1809, 
passed before Antoine N. Broutin, public writer, of the above-described tract of land, from Charles Jumon- 
ville de Villier to Alexander de ’Home, in which sale it is stated that the said Charles Jumonville de 
Villier had acquired the same by purchase from the grantee, Marie Jeanne Caron, widow of Joseph de 
Villier. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine. The sale from the original grantee, Caron, 
is wanting; but in the deed from Charles Jumonville de Villier, before the notary public in the city of 
New Orleans, of date July 30, 1802, mention is made by the said notary that the said Marie Jeanne Caron 
had sold the land in question to the said De Villier on the 21st of the same month, by a public act before 
the same notary. The undersigned register considers this a sufficient proof of sale to warrant the confirm- 
ation in the name of the claimant, which is recgmmended accordingly. 

A No. 14. The legal representatives of Alexander de l’Home, late of the connty of Attakapas, 
deceased, claim a tract of land containing five hundred and four superficial arpents, equal to four hundred 
and twenty-six and one-half acres, American measure, being for twelve arpents front with forty-two in 
depth, situated in the large cove of the Prairie Gros Chevreuil, and bounded on one side by the land of 
Fusilier de Ja Clair, and on the other by the land of Pierre Nezat. 

The following documents of title have been filed in support of this claim, to wit: Ist. The requéte 
of Jean Dartes, dated August 24, 1775. 2d. The certificate of the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant 
of the post of Attakapas, stating that the land solicited and above described was of his Majesty’s domain, 
dated August 24,1776. 38d. The concession or order of survey by Governor de Galvez, ordering the com- 
mandant to settle the petitioner on the land solicited, to wit: twelve arpents front with forty-two in depth. 
4th. The certificate of possession by Mr. De Clouet, dated November 8, 1777, by which he certifies to have 
measured to the grantee twelve arpents front with twenty arpents in depth in the woods, and twenty 
arpents in the prairie. 

The patent in form by the said Governor de Galvez, dated March 5, 1774, conceding the said twelve 
arpents front with twenty arpents in depth—which word “twenty” the claimants contend is a mistake, 
and should have been forty-two to embrace the quantity expressed in the first concession of the said 
governor, or forty to correspond with the quantity.of which the commandant appears to have put the 
petitioner in possession. An instrument of writing signed by the said Chevalier de Clouet, and dated 
June 15, 1786, whereby Mr. De Clouet, jr., confesses to have transferred the titles to the above-described 
land to his cousin, the Chevalier de Home, in exchange for another tract; and further, that he, Mr. De 
Clouet, jr., became the proprietor of the said land by purchase from Mr. Latiolais, to whom it was sold by 
the petitioner, Dartesse. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine; and, from the tenor of the whole proceed- 
ings, the equitable extent of the claim ought to be twelve by forty arpents. The requéte asks for the 
depth of forty-two arpents. The actual location of the commandant, in presence of the claimant and the 
adjoining proprietors, is for the depth of forty arpents, viz: twenty in the woods and twenty in the 
prairie; the title in form gives, indeed, but twenty arpents in depth, but the mistake might have very 
naturally happened from the hurry incident to these proceedings, and the actual subdivision of that numbgr 
of acres into woods and prairies in the return of the commandant. 

The claim is therefore recommended for confirmation for twelve arpents front by the depth of forty 
arpents, to the legal representatives of Alexander de Home. 

A No. 15. The legal representatives of Anaclet Broussard, late of the parish of St. Martin’s, deceased, 
claim a tract of land containing three hundred and twenty superficial arpents, equal to 270.80 acres, 
American measure, being eight arpents in front with forty arpents in depth, commencing at the term 
nation of the depth of the land of the late Silvain Broussard, father of Anaclet, whose land fronts on the 
river Teché, in the parish of St. Martin’s. In support of-this claim the following documents of title have 
been filed: Ist. The requéte of Anaclet Broussard, dated January 29, 1798, praying for the grant of the 
tract of land above described. 2d. The reference by the commandant of Attakapas to the surveyor, Mr. 
Gonsolin, dated January 29, 1798. 3d. The certificate of Mr. Gonsolin, stating that the above-mentioned 
land is vacant. 4th. The certificate of the commandant of Attakapas, Louis Le Blanc, dated February 1, 
1798, stating that no objections existed to the lands being granted to the petitioner. 5th. The concession 
or order of survey by Governor Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, dated October 24, 1798, ordering the surveyor 
to put the party in possession of the land solicited. 
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The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and the claim is therefore recommended 
for confirmation. ; 

No. 16. The legal representatives of Ignace Babin, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claim a tract of 
Jand containing four hundred and twenty superficial arpents, equal to 355.27 American acres, to wit: ten 
arpents in front with forty-two arpents in depth, in the Grand Prairie of Attakapas, bounded, at the date 
of the concession, on one side by the lands of Joseph Babin, and on the other side by the King’s domain. 

In support of this claim the following document of title has been filed, that is to say: An authenti- 
cated copy, under the hand of Samuel H. Harper, register of the eastern district, of a patent or title in 
form to the said Ignace Babin, granting to him the above-described land, dated March 5, 1778, and signed 
by Governor de Galvez. The patent mentioned in this claim corresponds with one on the abstract of 

atents certified by the register at New Orleans for the use of this office; but, on examining the claims, 
this is found to have been confirmed to Thomas Caruthers by commissioners’ certificate No. 1756. It is, 
therefore, not recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 17. The legal representatives of Solomon Andrus, late of the county of Attakapas, deceased, 
claim a tract of land containing four hundred and eighty superficial arpents, equal to American 
acres, to wit: twelve arpents front by forty arpents in depth, at a place called Grand Cote, in said county. 

The following documents of title have been filed in support of this claim: The requéte of Solomon 
Andrus, dated April 6, 1795, praying for a grant of the above-described land; the certificate of approval 
of Francois Caso y Luengo, the commandant of Attakapas, dated April 4, 1795; and the order of survey 
of the Baron de Carondelet, dated May 4, 1795, granting the above-described land to the petitioner. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine, and the claim is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. . 

A No. 18. The legal representatives of Joseph Carriere, late of the county of Attakapas, deceased, 
claim a tract of land containing eight hundred superficial arpents, equal to American acres, to wit: 
twenty arpents front on the east side of Vermilion river, in the parish of St. Martin’s, by the depth of 
forty arpents; bounded on one side by land formerly belonging to Santiago Fusilier. The claimants have 
filed in support of this claim an exemplification from the records of the register’s office at New Orleans, of 
a complete patent in favor of the said Joseph Carriere, made and granted in New Orleans on June 23, 
1781, by Don Bernardo de Galvez, then governor of the province of Louisiana, for the above described 
land, and which is found to correspond with the extract of patents in this office. 

The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for confirma- 











tion. 
A No. 19. The legal representatives of Paul Le Blanc, late of the city of New Orleans, deceased, 
claim a tract of land containing two thousand superficial arpents, equal to 1,692.56 American acres, to 
wit: twenty-five arpents front on both banks of the Bayou Sallé, in the county of Attakapas, with the depth 
of forty arpents on each side of said bayou. In support of this claim the following documents of title 
have been filed, to wit: the requéte of Paul Le Blanc, without date, soliciting a grant of the above- 
mentioned tract of land, to which are subjoined certain proceedings and decrees of the officers of the land 
department under the Spanish government, to wit: Mr. Louis Charles Le Blanc, commandant of the post 
of Attakapas; Pierre Pedesclaux, delegated judge; Gilberto Leonard, the fiscal royal; together with the 
order of survey of Mr. Morales, intendant of the province of Louisiana, dated at New Orleans, from October 
30 to November 8, 1802. 

The following testimonial proof has been adduced in this claim: 

Before me, Philogene Favrot, judge of the parish of West Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, personally 
came and appeared Armand Duplantier and Pierre Favrot, both residing in the State aforesaid, and, after 
being duly sworn, depose and say that they are well informed, by personal knowledge, that Paul Le Blanc, 
late an officer in the Spanish service, and De Villeneuve Le Blanc, Terence Le Blanc, and Octave Le Blanc, 
his sons, all residing within the State aforesaid, own several tracts of land situated on the Bayou Sallé, in 
the county of Attakapas; that the said Paul Le Blanc, Villeneuve Le Blanc, Terence Le Blanc, and Octave 
Le Blanc had their claims to said tracts of land in the office of Laveau Trudeau, late surveyor general of 
the province of Louisiana; that, both under the Spanish and territorial governments, they made great 
exertions to get said claims from said office, but could not get them owing to the said Laveau Trudeau’s 
bad state of health; that, since the State of Louisiana has become independante, the aforesaid claimants 
could not get said claims, as the said State of Louisiana had made no provisions for the purchase of said 
office until the year 1818; and the said deponents further say not. 

“DUPLANTIER. 
FAVROT, Pere. 

Signed before me November 22, 1820. 

P. H. FAVROT, P. Judge. 


The documents of title in the foregoing claim appear to be genuine. The extraordinary fact mentioned 
by the witnesses, of the purchase of the office of the late surveyor general of the province of Louisiana, 
is actually true. The legislature of the State of Louisiana, in 1818, passed an act, and made a large 
appropriation to this effect; and until this era numerous claimants had been deprived of their title papers, 
which should have been transferred among the essential archives to the succeeding government. ‘This 
claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 20. Octavio Le Blanc, of the city of New Orleans, claims a tract of land containing 2,000 
superticial arpents, equal to 1,692.56 American acres, to wit: twenty-five arpents front on Bayou Sallé, in 
the county of Attakapas, with the depth of forty arpents on each side of said bayou. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of the 
claimant, without date, soliciting a grant of the above-mentioned land, to which are subjoined certain 
proceedings and decrees of the officers of the land department under the Spanish government, dated at 
New Orleans from October 30 to November 8, 1802, to wit: Mr. Louis Charles de Blanc, commandant of 
the post of Attakapas; Pierre Pedesclaux, delegated judge; Gilbert Leonard, fiscal royal, together with 
the order of survey signed by Morales, intendant of the province of Louisiana at the dates above mentioned. 

The testimonial proof is the same in this as in the preceding claim, (No. 19.) The documents of title 
appearing to be genuine, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No, 21. Joseph Le Blanc, of the city of New Orleans, claims a tract of land containing 2,000 
superficial arpents, equal to 1,692.56 American acres, to wit: twenty-five arpents on both sides of the 
Bayou Sallé, in the county of Attakapas, front by the depth of forty arpents. 
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In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of the 
claimant, without date, praying for a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which are subjoined 
certain proceedings and decrees of the officers of the land department under the Spanish government 
dated at New Orleans, from October 30 to November 8, 1802, to wit: Mr. Louis Charles De Blanc com: 
mandant of the post of Attakapas; Pierre Pedesclaux, delegated judge; Gilbert Leonard, fiscal royal 
together with the order of survey signed by Morales, intendant of the province of Louisiana at the above. 
mentioned dates. 

The testimonial proof is the same in this as in the preceding claim, (No. 19,) and the documents of 
title appearing to be genuine, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 22. Terence Le Blanc, of the parish of St. Jean Baptiste, claims a tract of land containiy 
2,000 superficial arpents, equal to 1,692.56 American acres, to wit: twenty-five arpents front on both sides 
of the Bayou Sallé, in the county of Attakapas, with the depth of forty arpents. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of the 
claimant, without date, praying for the above-described tract of land, to which are subjoined certain 
proceedings and decrees of the officers of the land department under the Spanish government, dated at 
New Orleans, from October 30 to November 8, 1802, to wit: Mr. Louis C. De Blanc, commandant of the 
post of Attakapas; Pierre Pedesclaux, delegated judge; Gilbert Leonard, fiscal royal; together with the 
order of survey to the claimant signed by Mr. Morales, intendant of the province of Louisiana at the dates 
above mentioned. 

The testimonial proof is the same in this as in the preceding claim, (No. 19;) and the documents of 
title appearing to be genuine, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 23. Pierre Favrot, of the parish of West Baton Rouge, claims a tract of land containing 649 
superficial arpents, equal to 541.60 American acres, being for sixteen arpents front, (or the quantity that 
may be found between the lines of Pierre Broussard and Rene Trahan, by which this claim is limited,) with 
the depth of forty arpents, fronting on the Bayou Tortue of the Vermilion, being part of an ancient patent 
or title in form from the Spanish government to Bernard Dautrieve, conceded by Governor de Unzaga on 
September 4, 1771. The aforesaid patent having been destroyed by fire, the claimant cannot adduce any 
original document, but begs leave to refer to the abstract of patents for the evidence of the patent under 
which he claims. 

In support of this claim the following documents are filed, being certified copies from the office of the 
parish judge of the parish of San Martin: Ist. The act of possession, dated December 8, 1775, given by 
the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant of the post of Attakapas, to Mr. Dautrieve, for the tract of 
land mentioned. 2d. The judicial sale, dated December 9, 1775, of Mr. Dautrieve’s property, before the 
Chevalier de Clouet and witnesses, by which Madam Dautrieve became the purchaser of the said tract of 
land. 3d. A sale passed before the Chevalier de Clouet and witnesses, from Mr. and Madam Degruise, 
(the late widow Dautrieve,) to the claimant, of date May 11, 1779, of the land first above described, being 
part of the tract which Madam Degruise purchased at the said judicial sale of property of her former 
husband, Mr. Dautrieve, as above stated. 

On referring to the abstract of patents in this office, it appears that there was a complete concession 
to Bernard Dautrieve, of the date mentioned in this claim, for forty-two arpents front on the Bayou Teché, 
in the county of Attakapas, by the depth of one hundred and twenty arpents, or one league and a half, 
out of which the following seem to have been confirmed by the board of commissioners, to wit: five 
arpents front on the west or right bank of the Teché, to extend for depth to the Bayou Tortue, No. 1314; 
six arpents front with the same depth, No. 1315; six arpents front with the depth of forty, No. 1321; 
five arpents front with the depth of forty, No. 1322; and three arpents front by the depth of forty, No. 
1345; making a front of twenty-five arpents, and leaving the quantity herein claimed. It is therefore 
recommended for confirmation. 

B No 24. Louis Bertrand, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land containing one 
league square, situated at the head of the Bayou Nabenchas, in the Bayou Pierre settlement, in the said 
parish of Natchitoches. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: Ist. The requéte of Bazil 
Gagne, dated at Bayou Pierre, September 3, 1804, addressed to Don José Joachim de Ugarté, commandant 
of the post of Nacogdoches, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land. 2d. The concesssion 
of the said commandant, dated September 10, 1804, granting the said land to Jacintha Gagne, widow of 
Jacques Gaulé, and sister to the petitioner, in consideration of the settlement which she had formed 
thereon. 3d. A receipt from Joseph Manuel de Castro, dated September 17, 1804, to Bazil Gagne, for the 
fees of office due, on giving possession of said land. The two following declarations being translations 
from the French language, are also filed in this claim, though the same have not been taken under the 
solemnity of an oath. 

“I do hereby certify that for ten years last past Mr. Louis Bertrand has been a planter, and resided 


on the land which he occupies, without any hindrance. Bayou Pierre, May 30, 1814. 
“MARCEL DE SOTO.” 





“T do hereby certify that for the last ten years Mr. Louis Bertrand has resided on the land which 
belongs to him without any obstruction. Bayou Pierre, May 30, 1814. 
“PIERRE LAFITTE.” 


The land herein claimed is no doubt situated in the Neutral Territory, or in that district of country 
whose jurisdiction was in dispute between Spain and the United States before the ratification of the treaty 
of February 22, 1819; it therefore could have no place in these reports. But, independent of this circum- 
stance, the claim, considered on its merits, comes in a very questionable shape. The claimant makes not 
even an apology for an entire want of proof that he holds legally from Jacintha Gagne. The concession, 
too, is of an extraordinary kind; the original demand is made by B. Gagne; the concession is in the name 
of another. The oral testimony seems, also, to be studiously equivocal, affording no sort of proof that 
the residence of which it speaks was on the land claimed. This claim, therefore, could not be recommended 
for confirmation. . 

A No. 25. The heirs and legal representatives of David Smith, late of the county of Attakapas, 
deceased, claim a tract of land containing: 1,600 superficial arpents, equal to 1,354 American acres, being 
for twenty arpents in front, on the river Teché, with forty arpents in depth on both sides of the said bayou, 
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petween the island Tochonne and the woods “des Yocleé,” bounded, at the date of concession, on one side 
py the land of Frangois Boutté, and on the other side by land of Hilaire Boutté. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title are filed, to wit: 1st. The requéte of Antoine 
Boutté soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, dated at Attakapas, May 16, 1777. 2d. 
The certificate of approval, stating that the land solicited is of the domain, dated September 2, 1777, and 
signed by the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant of the post of Attakapas. 3d. The order of survey 
or concession by Governor de Galvez, ordering the commandant to put the petitioner in possession of the 
Jand solicited, dated at New Orleans, February 26, 1778. 4th. The certificate of the same commandant, 
stating that, in pursuance of the governor's order, he had put the said Antoine Boutté in possession of the 
said land, and fixed the boundaries in presence of witnesses, dated December 30, 1778. 5th. The patent 
or title in form for the said tract of land to the petitioner, dated March 20, 1779, and signed by Governor 
de Galvez. 6th, A certified copy under the signature of James White, parish judge of the Attakapas, of 
a power of attorney from Antoine Boutté to Frangois Cesar Boutté, his brother, whereby he is authorized 
to partition the above-described tract of land among his (the grantee’s) children, that is to say: Louis 
Hilaire Boutté, Francois Zenon Boutté, Jean Leon Boutté, and Modeste Boutté, wife of Louis Judice; the 
said procuration passed at New Orleans, October 13, 1806, before Narcisse Broutin, notary public, and 
witnesses. ‘th. A certified copy under the signature of James White, parish judge of Attakapas, of a 
letter from Antoine Boutté to his brother, Frangois Cesar Boutté, dated at New Orleans, October 14, 1806, 
enclosing the above power of attorney, and containing particular instructions to the said Frangois C. Boutté 
respecting the above partition, 8th, An act passed before James White, parish judge of the Attakapas, 
dated August 29, 1807, whereby Francois Ceesar Boutté partitions and divides the said land among the 

rantee’s children above named. 9th. A deed of sale of the above-described land from the said Louis 
Hilaire Boutté, Marie Modeste Boutté, and Louis Judice, jr., to David Smith, passed before James White, 
parish judge of the Attakapas, April 21, 1808. 10th. The opinion, in writing, dated April 3, 1819, of the 
late commissioners for adjusting land claims in this district, annexed to the said patent, expressive of 
their belief of its genuineness, and recommending a survey of the land to be made by the principal deputy 
surveyor, the time for enregistering the same being elapsed. 

On the genuineness of this claim there can be no doubt, and it is therefore recommended for confirma- 





tion. 

A No. 26. Pierre Sauve, of the county of Attakapas, claims a tract of land containing 400 superficial 
arpents, equal to 338.50 American acres, to wit: ten arpents front on the west side of Bayou Capuchin, 
at its junction with the Bayou Tortue, with the depth of forty arpents. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: Ist. The requéte, 
which has been defaced and torn, but which appears to be by Francois Gonsolin, dated October 1, 1787, 
and bearing his signature, being for ten arpents front by forty in depth. That part of the requéte is torn 
off on which the description and situation of the land should have been written. 2d. The commandant’s 
certificate entire, dated October 3, 1787, in the handwriting and bearing the signature of the Chevalier 
de Clouet, approving the request of the petitioner, and certifying that the land is vacant, and of the King’s 
domain 38d. So much of the order of survey or grant under the signature of Governor Miro as would 
show that it was dated some day in June, 1788, and that the land was conceded with the usual conditions. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine, and the claim is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. ; 

A No. 27, John Louis and Gros Pierre, acting as the representatives, and two principal men of the 
Chetimaches Indians, claim, in behalf of the said nation, a tract of land, of which their nation has been in 
possession, and which they have occupied and cultivated for more than fifty years preceding the present 
date, situated on both sides of the river Teché, in the county of Attakapas and parish of St. Mary, having 
a front of about one league on a right line from the upper to the lower limit; bounded on the upper side 
by a large live-oak, standing on the line between the land of Madame Widow Gregoire Pellerin and the 
said nation, and below by land conceded to Joseph Prevost, alias Collet, with a depth not absolutely 
defined, but which the said nation contends could not have been short of forty arpents on each side of the 
said river, 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed: Ist. An act dated at New 
Orleans, June 19, 1767, under the signature of Mr. Aubry, then’ governor of the province of Louisiana 
under the French dynasty, recognizing the Chetimaches nation, and ordering the commandant at Manchec 
to treat their chief with regard. 2d. An act under the signature of Governor de Galvez, dated at New 
Orleans, September 14, 1777, commanding the commandant and other subjects of the Spanish government 
to respect the rights of the said Indians in the lands which they occupied, and to protect them in the 
possession thereof. 

The claimants make known that they do not at present own the whole of the lands within the limits 
aforesaid. That they only retain the title in such portion thereof as has not been sold by the said nation. 
That the sales which have been made by them and their ancestors, and which they recognize as having 
been made in good faith, and for full and valuable considerations, are as follows: To Mr. Frederick 
Pellerin a tract of thirty-five arpents front on both sides of the river, to be taken from the upper boundary; 
to Mr. Hyacinthe Bernard thirty-three arpents front on both sides of said river, twenty-three arpents of 
which to be taken adjoining on the upper side to the land which the nation has sold to Mr. F. Pellerin, 
and ten arpents adjoining below to lands which they had sold to Baptiste Carmouche, whose claim has 
been confirmed by the government of the United States from long and subsequent occupancy. 

_ _ The following testimonial proof has been adduced in this claim: Agricole Fusilier deposeth that ‘he 
is fifty-three years of age, and was born in the county of Attakapas, where he has resided from the time 
of his birth; that from his earliest recollection the Chetimache Indians have resided on the river Teché, at 
the place where they have claimed, between the boundaries of the land of the Madame Widow Pellerin and 
the land conceded to Joseph Prevost; that the rights of the Indians in that situation and on both sides of 
the river have always been respected by the Spanish government, and no person permitted to interfere 
with them but such as had acquired a title from them by fair purchase, and for full and valuable considerations.” 

Frederick Pellerin deposeth that “he is in his fiftieth year, and a native of Attakapas, where he has 
resided constantly from his birth; that he has known the Chetimache Indians and their lands from his 
infancy, and that it is perfectly within his knowledge that the testimony of Mr. Fusilicr, as above given,!is 
in all respects true.” : 

» The claim herein alluded to as conveyed by the Indians to Baptiste Carmouche, and confirmed to him 
by the United States, cannot be found, and consequently the extent of the claim cannot be exactly ascertained. 
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It appears that the documents herein adduced are genuine, and equal to the highest order of grants 
if we are to credit the testimony of Mr. Louis C. de Blanc, now living in Attakapas, and enjoying it 
unsullied reputation, who was for many years a commandant, civil and military, first for the post of 
Natchitoches, and afterwards of Attakapas, “that the claims of Indians were always recognized by the 
Spanish government, and no act thereof was ever considered necessary to their validity.” See claim No. 
1, in the reports of the commissioners on the Opelousas claims, reported April 6, 1815. 

This claim can only be recognized to the extent of one league square, or for eighty arpents front on 
both sides of the Bayou Teché, with the depth of forty arpents on cachside. The confirmation is therefore 
recommended for that quantity, to commence at the live-oak on the lower boundary of Madame Gregorie 
Widow Pellerin, and to’run down the Teché, for quantity, eighty arpents, and to include the land herein 
recognized by the claimants to have been sold by them, viz., to Mr. Frederick Pellerin thirty-five arpents 
front on both sides of the bayou; to Mr. Hyacinthe Bernard thirty-three arpents front on both sides of the 
bayou, and the claim of Carmonche. It may be proper to observe that the claim of Hyacinthe Bernard, 
herein mentioned, was formerly before the board of commissioners, and the testimony not having been 
sufficient they reported unfavorably on it in their report of the Attakapas claims, No. 14. The additional 
testimony herein offered has induced a confirmatory decision in recognizing it as valid in the present claim, 

B No. 28. John Thompson, of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of land containing six thousand 
four hundred superficial arpents of land, to wit: eighty arpents front on the Bayou Sansfagon, with the 
depth of forty arpents on both sides of the said bayou, to be taken at the end of forty arpents from Bayou 
Beeuf, already conceded. 

In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed: Ist. The requéte of Estevan 
Flores, dated at New Orleans, November 11, 1791, soliciting the land as above described. 2d. The con- 
cession or order of survey by Governor Miro, dated at New Orleans, November 26, 1791, ordering the 
surveyor general of the province, Don Carlos Trudeau, to establish the petitioner on the land solicited. 
3d. An authenticated copy of a deed of sale executed before Hugh Lavergne, esq., notary public in the city of 
New Orleans, dated March 15, 1820, by Estevan Flores, conveys to the present claimant all his right and title 
in the tract of land above described. 

From a close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in this claim, there are very strong 
doubts of their genuineness, and it is apprehended that the gentleman who has filed them has been 
defrauded by the grossest counterfeits; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without 
instituting a strict inquiry, and as this inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of 
these claims before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by the 
honorable Congress, that a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony be incorporated in the 
report. 
A No.29. The legal representatives of Bernardo Pantaleon, late of the parish of Natchitoches, deceased, 
claim a tract of four square leagues of land situate about twenty or twenty-five miles in a northwesterly 
direction from the village of Natchitoches, in the parish of Natchitoches, at a place called Tapalcote, 
northwardly from a rivulet called Tierra Blanca; its boundaries running along a rivulet called Arroyo del 
Durasno, (the ancient name of Tapalecte bayou,) extending two leagues to the westward and two leagues 
to the southward, bounded on the east by a lake called Spanish lake. 

In this claim the claimants file the following documents of title, to wit: a concession from Don José 
Joaquin Ugarté, then governor and commandant of the post of Nacogdoches, dated April 20, 1798, granting 
the above-described land to the said Bernardo Pantaleon. 

The following oral testimony has likewise been adduced in this claim: Doctor John Sibley, being duly 
sworn, deposeth that he is well acquainted with the tract of land above described; that it is within his 
knowledge that the family of the deceased, Mr. Pantaleon, has been in possession thereof since the year 
1804; and it is known to the deponent that the said land has been respected as their property ever since 
that date; and from what he has understood in the parish, it is well known that the land has been occupied 
by the claimant and the late Mr. Tolin for more than twenty years before the date of their concession. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine, and the evidence of Doctor Sibley, a gentleman 
whose declarations may be relied upon, establishes a long residence on the land claimed. 

It is therefore recommended for confirmation to the extent of one league square, that is to say, having 
a front of eighty-four arpents, equal to seventy-six American acres, on the bayou or rivulet Arroyo del 
Durasno, with the same depth, to include the settlement made by the family of the deceased Pantaleon at 
and since the year 1804. 

A No.30. John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land containing one thousand 
six hundred arpents, equal to one thousand three hundred and fifty-four and a half American acres, to wit: 
forty arpents front with the depth of forty arpents, situated about seven leagues above the village of 
Natchitoches, on the road to Bayou Pierre, being the tract of land formerly occupied by Frangois Morvaut, 
and which he acquired from the Spanish government. The claimant refers to the following documents filed 
in a claim, No. 761, entered with the register of the land office at Opelousas, in the name of John and 
Edward Bolin, June 15, 1813, to wit: a concession by Don Antonio Gil y Barvo, then lieutenant governor 
and commandant at Nacogdoches, to the said Frangois Morvant, dated October 16, 1799; a deed of sale 
duly executed and recorded in the office of the judge of the parish of Natchitoches January 10, 1810, from Maria 
Euphrosyne Morvant, daughter and heir of the said Francois, to the aforesaid John and Edward Bolin; 
and hath filed herewith an authentic copy of a deed from Patrick Murphey, sheriff of the parish of 
Natchitoches, to the claimant, dated January 24, 1814, by which he has acquired all the right and title 
which they, the said J. and E. Bolin, had in the tract of land aforesaid. ; 

‘ This is a claim presented for revision under the 4th section of the act by virtue of which these claims 
have been entered. It has heretofore been reported by the register and receiver of this district, in their 
report of December 30, 1815, under the No. 1106, and in class 8, in the name of John and Edward Bolin. 
It was there rejected on two grounds: Ist, that there was no proof of occupancy; and 2d, that the 
register and receiver had no knowledge of the governors of Texas, its laws, jurisdiction, &c. On referring 
to the evidence of William Ettridge, taken before David Chase, as justice of the peace for the county of 
Natchitoches, August 30, 1815, on the subject of this claim, and of record in this office, in the book of 
evidence, page 303, the witness states that he knows the land to have been occupied twenty-one years 
previous to 1815 (the time of his deposition) by the original grantee, which makes the occupancy to have 
existed four years after the date of the concession. 

On the subject of the powers and jurisdiction of the lieutenant governor of the province there now 
remains no doubt, since the register and receiver of this district held their late session at Natchitoches to 
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receive and report on the claims of the Neutral Territory. It was then established, by incontrovertible 
testimony, that the lieutenant governor of the province of Texas had the full power and authority to make 
concessions of the domain to any extent, and to give patents and consummate all titles. 

There is a remaining difficulty, however, as to the lieutenant governors who, from time to time, 
exercised jurisdiction in the province. The concession filed in this claim has nothing, however, in its 
appearance to induce an apprehension that it is not genuine. The deed by the sheriff to the claimant is 
in due form and authentic, and, the whole circumstances considered, the claim is recommended for con- 

ation. , 
oe No. 31. William Moore, of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of about eighty superficial 
arpents of land, to wit: two arpents front with forty arpents in depth, being part of a tract of land 
conceded by an order of survey, under the signature of Governor Miro, Gated April 18, 1782, to John 
Hernandez, parts of the said tract being confirmed by the board of commissioners, by their certificates 
B No. 2005 and B No, 2006; the first to the heir of John Bureau, the other to Antoine Anselin, bearing 
the quantity above expressed, and to which the claimant has acquired a title by regular purchase; in 
support of which he hath filed herewith certified extracts from the records in the office of George King, 
esq., parish judge at Opelousas, that is to say: Ist. A deed of sale, dated February 17, 1806, from Albert 
Beausergent to Antoine Harcelin. 2d. Deed of sale, of the same date, from Albert Beausergent to Vitral. 
3d. A deed of sale, dated September 23, 1816, from Paul Vitral to the claimant. He likewise files a plat 
of survey representing the part hereby claimed. In this claim the following oral testimony has been 
adduced, that is to say: John Pousony, being sworn, deposeth that he has, for thirty-three consecutive 
years preceding this date, resided within about two leagues of the land claimed; that he is perfectly 
acquainted with the claim of Antoine Anselin, holding under the title of Hernandez, and has always 
understood that between that claim and the land held by Antoine Lacour, (alias Regest,) a free man of 
color, under a requéte in his own name, and also under a purchase of the claim of Malbert Sansfacon, 
there is one common line or limit; that the title of the said Antoine Anselin is perfectly recognized in the 
neighborhood as covering the whole of the land to Lacour’s boundary. 

The claimant, for further explanation, refers to the record of the above-mentioned commissioners’ 
certificate, and also to the record of the order of survey. 

On referring to the two claims stated to have been part of the same original grant under which the 
present claimant holds, (B No. 2005 and B No. 2006,) they are stated to be each a half of an original tract 
founded on an order of survey in favor of Jean Hernandez, “for the tract lying between the land of Louis 
Roman de Hafosse and Jean B. Malhebert, (alias Sansfacon,) dated April 18, 1782, under the signature of 
Miro, then governor of the province of Louisiana. If these confirmations are correct, it follows that this 
claim has nothing to support it; added to this, the claimant has not shown that the title of these two 
arpents was ever conveyed from the original grantee to his vendees, but he vouches for the existence of 
such evidence; he also shows by a sketch from the surveyor’s office that the surveys of the claims under 
the certificates 2005 and 2006 leave the precise quantity which he claims; and as the principal object of 
Congress in these cases must be to disavow any title, and not to decide between the contending claims of 
individuals—all these circumstances considered, together with the oral testimony herein adduced, which 
is entitled to credit, this claim is recommended for confirmation in the name of the legal representatives 
of Jean Hernandez, and subject to the claims aforesaid, marked B Nos. 2005 and 2006. 

A No. 32. Peter O’Connor, of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of land containing eight 
hundred superficial arpents, to wit: twenty arpents front with forty arpents in depth, equal to six hun- 
dred and seventy-seven American acres, situated in the Prairie Mamon, fronting on the Bayou Cane, and 
commencing at the road commonly called Don Manuel’s road, which is the upper limit of the tract; the 
place being also known by the name of Point du Lac, which tract of land was conceded by the Spanish 
government of Louisiana to the claimant in the year 1801, but the title papers being accidentally 
destroyed the claimant thinks it proper to state all the circumstances, in order that the nature and 
justice of his claim may be perfectly understood. In the year 1801 the claimant, having a young and 
increasing family, and only a very small tract of land, applied in the usual form for a grant for the above- 
described tract. His petition was sanctioned by the then commandant of the post of Opelousas, Don 
Martin Duralde, on the surveyor’s certificate that the land was vacant; and some time afterwards sent 
to New Orleans for the purpose of obtaining an order of survey, which was granted, but, owing to 
untoward circumstances, the papers were taken, with others, to Pensacola, and there accidentally burnt; 
that, not being able to recover his title papers, he, the claimant, in the year 1806, entered a notice of his 
claim for the said land with the register of the land office at Opelousas, under that section of the act of 
Congress which gave a donation to settlers having made some improvement on said land in the year 
1803; but, as he did not reside there on the 20th of December in that year, his claim was rejected by the 
board of commissioners. The claimant further states that, from the time of the entry until the rejection 
of his claim, which came to his knowledge some time in the year 1814 or 1815, he paid State or territorial 
taxes on the land, and a part of the time taxes to the United States. To establish the most material and 
important circumstances herein set forth, the claimant has filed with this notice the following document, 
being an extract of a letter in the handwriting of the late Gilbert Leonard, attorney general for the King 

of Spain, at the date of the claimant’s application, the same being addressed to Doctor Theophilus Elmer, 
at Opelousas, and in the following words: 

“P. S.—In order to serve Peter Connor, you must send me a copy in the manner or form I should 
make out my certificate or declaration in his favor; it must mention the time he petitioned for the land 
and the name of the commandant who recommended it. I recollect it was granted by the intendant, but, 
for want of applying in time for the title, it was taken with others papers to Pensacola, where since all 
the archives of the intendancy were burnt by accident. The land was, I repeat, granted to Connor by 
my assent or consentment as attorney general then for his Catholic Majesty’s finance. All these circum- 
stances, I presume, should be mentioned in my declaration or certificate, and I will sign and swear to it 
before the justice of the peace.” 

On the said extract is the following endorsement: “September 1, 1820. I certify that the withinis a 
part of a letter received by me from the late Gilbert Leonard, deceased, early in the year 1816, the 


remainder of the letter being private, and, in nowise touching the subject, was torn off. 
“THEO. ELMER.” 





_ The following oral testimony is filed by the said claimants: John Corman, aged thirty-eight years, 
being sworn, deposeth that he distinctly recollects going in company with Peter O’Connor and Francois 
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Fontenot to Mr. Duralde, then commandant of the post of Opelousas, in the latter part of the month of 
October, or some time in the month of November, in the year 1801, for the purpose of applying for lands: 
that the said O’Connor apd this deponent applied for lands adjoining each other in the Prairie Mamon a 
front on the Bayou Cane, and the deponent distinetly recollects that the requéte of Mr. O’Connor wits 
sanctioned by the said commandant at that time for a tract of twenty arpents front with the ordinary 
depth, taking for the upper limit of the said tract the road commonly known as Don Manuel's road, and 
thence descending the bayou for the front. The deponent is the more confident and positive as to the 
particular location and quantity of land because of an agreement between the deponent and the said 
O’Connor before the application to the commandant to make the said road the division between their 
respective claims, and also from having seen and read the said requéte, at the house of Peter O’Connory 

after it had received the commandant’s sanction, and before it was sent to New Orleans for the gov. 
ernor’s decree. 

This claim is most unquestionably genuine, and the evidence entitled to perfect credit; it is therefore 
recommended for confirmation 

A No. 33. The legal representatives of the widow of St. Mare Darby and the representatives of 
Louis de la Houssaye claim, as their joint and undivided property, a tract of land situated in the county 
of Attakapas, on the river Teché, of thirty arpents front, with the depth of forty arpents, on the east side 
of the said river, being one-half of a tract of sixty arpents front, with the depth aforesaid, which wag 
claimed by Edward Forstall as executor of the estate of the deceased widow of Mr. St. Mare Darby, 

The claimants refer to the late board of commissioners’ reports, No, 62, by which it will be seen that 
only one-half of their claim as aforesaid has been confirmed. 

This is a claim presented for the revision of the register, under the fourth section of the act by 
virtue of which these claims have been entered. On referring to the Attakapas claims reported by the 
commissioners May 1, 1815, this claim is found to have been recommended for confirmation, under the No, 
62, for only thirty arpents front, by the depth of forty arpents, on the east side of the river. 

The testimony taken therein establishes that the requéte and order of sarvey were for thirty arpents 
front on each side of the bayou; that for the accommodation of her neighbors the grantee consented that 
her survey of sixty arpents front should be made on the east side of the bayou; that in pursuance of this 
agreement the surveyor general, Mr. Laveau Trudeau, (an officer of great authority and consideration 
under the Spanish Government,) did actually make the location, and thus returned it. It does not appear 
that this act was ever objected to by the Spanish government; and, under the circumstances, the commis- 
sioners rejected one-half of the claim as having been abandoned by the grantee, and under the belief 
that this change of location could not be made by the party and the surveyor general. But this was an 
opinion most certainly contrary to equity and justice. The object of the present government is certainly 
to carry into effect the views of the former; and as it does appear that the Spanish government did actually 
divest itself of 2,400 superficial arpents of the domain; that from a spirit of compromise and good under- 
standing among her neighbors, and not from any unfair attempts to defraud the government, (for a front 
on each bank is much preferable to the present location, ) the grantee consented to take her survey entirely 
on the east side of the bayou; that the survey was so made by an officer of high rank, and acquiesced in 
by the neighbors to the present day, as appears in the aforesaid report of the commissioners, the claim 
is therefore recommended for confirmation for thirty arpents front on the east side of the Bayou Teché, 
as prayed for by the claimants. 

A No. 34. The legal representatives of Louis and Alexander de la Houssaye give notice that they 
claim sixteen hundred superficial arpents of land, equal to 1,354} American acres, situated at the place 
called Fause Point, on the river Teché, in the county of Attakapas. The claimants refer to the certificate 
of the late board of commissioners, No. 947, and to the documents of title recorded by the deputy register 
for the county of Attakapas, in the book kept by him, in pages 104, 105, and 106, by which it will be 
seen that their claim, under a concession from the Spanish government to the late Mr. Paul Augustin le 
Peltier Chevalier de la Houssaye, was forty arpents front, by the depth of forty arpents, on each side of the 
river Teché, making a superficial quantity of three thousand two hundred arpents, equal to 2,708.10 
American acres; whereas, by the certificate above referred to, there has been confirmed to the claimants’ 
father, the late Mr. Louis de la Houssaye, so much of their title only as lies on the left bank of the river 
Teché, to wit: 1,600 superficial arpents. The object, therefore, of the present claimants is to bring before 
the Congress of the United States the aforesaid claim. 

On examination of the documents as referred to in this claim, it appears that there was an error as 
herein expressed, and that the order of survey is for forty arpents front on each side of the Bayou Teché, 
with the depth of forty arpents. 

It is therefore recommended for confirmation, as prayed for, in conformity to the ancient survey found 
of record. 

B No. 35. Celestin Lavergne, of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of land containing eight 
hundred superficial arpents, equal to 667 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents front, with forty arpents in 
depth, situated in the Grand Prairie of Bellair Fontenot, and bounded, at the date of the concession, on 
one side by the land of Joseph Boisdoré, and on the other by that of Louis Veillon. In this claim the 
following documents of title have been filed, to wit: Ist. The requéte of Valerie Boisdoré, soliciting the 
tract above described, dated at Opelousas, June 21, 1788. 2d. The certificate of the commandant, Mr. 
Forstall, stating that the land solicited is not of the domain. 8d. The concession or order of survey by 
Governor Miro, dated at New Orleans, July 2, 1788, conceding, with the usual conditions, the land as 
solicited; subjoined to which order of survey is a transfer of the said land signed by Valerie Boisdoré, 
the grantee, to Joseph Petit. 4th. An authenticated copy of a deed of sale, passed before Philip Pedes- 
claux, notary public at New Orleans, bearing date August 6, 1818, from the above-named Valerie Boisdoré 
to the claimant, represented by his agent Valerie Nicholas, transferring the above land. 

From close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in this claim, there are very strong 
doubts of their genuineness, and it is apprehended that the gentleman who has filed them has been defrauded 
by the grossest counterfeits; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without instituting 
a Strict inquiry, and as this inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of these claims 
before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by Congress, that 
a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony be incorporated in the report. 

B No. 36. John Thompson, of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of land containing three 
thousand two hundred superficial arpents of land, equal to 2,708.9 American acres, to wit: forty arpents 
front on the Bayou Beeuf, in the county (formerly post) of Opelousas, with the depth of forty arpents on 
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each side of said bayou. In support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to 
wit; Ist. The requéte of Foribio Mendoza, dated at New Orleans, July 9, 1791, soliciting a grant of the 
above-described lands. 2d. The concession or order of survey by Governor Miro, dated also at New 
Orleans, July 16, 1791. 3d. A deed of sale of said lands from the said Foribio Mendoza to the claimant, 
executed before John Lind, esq., then a notary public in the city of New Orleans, dated February 24, 1819. 

From a close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in this claim, there are very strong 
doubts of their genuineness, and it is apprehended that the gentleman who has filed them has been defrauded 
by the grossest counterfeits; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without instituting 
a strict inquiry, and as this inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of these claims 
before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by the honorable 
Congress, that a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony be incorporated in the report. 

Nore.—Since the undersigned has taken up the consideration of this claim testimony has been 
furnished to establish the genuineness of this grant; but as the wndersigned does not conceive himself 
authorized to take into consideration any evidence or documents which were not furnished previous to 
December 31, 1820, it has been disregarded. At the urgent solicitation, however, of the interested the 
substance of this testimony has been presented, viz: “Joseph Fernandez says, under oath, that four or 
five years before the change of the Spanish government he knew a man named Foribio Mendoza, who was 
then a corporal in the Louisiana regiment; that he knows he had obtained a concession of a tract of land 
on Bayou Boeuf; that the said Mendoza, after having left Louisiana about the change of government to 
the United States, returned some years ago to sell his land; that some time after his return he informed 
the deponent that he had sold it toa man named Thompson; and that afew days after he, the said 
Mendoza, set out for Havana.” 

“Joseph A. Silva says, on oath, that during the Spanish government in 1791, to his knowledge, 
Foribio Mendoza, formerly a corporal in the Louisiana regiment, obtained a concession for a tract of land 
situated on Bayou Boeuf, having forty arpents in front, on each side of the said bayou, by the depth of 
forty arpents; that the said Mendoza left the country immediately after the change of government to the 
French, and returned in the beginning of the year 1819 to Louisiana; some time after his arrival he told 
the deponent that he wished to sell all his lands, (that is, all the concession;) some days afterwards he 
set out for Havana, after having said that he had sold the land.” A man by the name of Mathias Cordon 
certifies that, in 1790, he knew Joseph A. Silva, at that time a soldier of the Louisiana regiment, and that 
his good conduct and probity had induced his superior officers (ses chefs) to give him a certificate to 
enable him to gain a livelihood, (pour lui faciliter a gagner sa vie.) 

vonsidering that this evidence has been taken entirely ex parte, without the knowledge of the under- 
signed; that the witnesses reside at a great distance, and the failure of testimony to establish their 
veracity, it is thought unadvisable to make any change in the report. 

B No. 37. Stephen Tippet, sen., of the parish of Rapides, claims a tract of land containing six hundred 
superficial arpents, equal to 507.57 American acres, to wit: fifteen arpents in front, with forty arpents in 
depth, to be taken on any vacant lands in the counties of Attakapas or Opelousas. 

The claimant has filed in this claim a requéte addressed to the Spanish government August 29, 1796, 
soliciting a grant of the above quantity of land; to which is annexed the decree of the Baron de Caron- 
delet, dated September 21, 1796, conceding the above-described land for either of the above-mentioned 
counties. 

The concession in this claim is not in the usual form, it being merely stated in the margin of the 
requéte, ‘conceded for Attakapas or Opelousas,” with the signature of the Baron de Carondelet. 

The undersigned is rather inclined to the opinion that the above concession is genuine, and had, in 
the first instance, recommended its confirmation; but possessing such immense advantages of location, 
and being unaccompanied by any testimonial or other proof why its presentation has been thus long 
delayed, or even any remark to that effect by the claimant in his notice, it has been thought most prudent 
to postpone it, among other claims in this report, for further proof; and its reconsideration is recommended 
accordingly. 

A No. 38. Valerie Martin, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing 400 super- 

ficial arpents, equal to 3384 American acres, being for ten arpents front, on the right bank of the river 
Teché, with the depth of forty arpents, bounded on the lower side by the land of Fran. Moreau, and on 
the upper side by the land of Henry Hebert, being part of a tract formerly conceded by the Spanish 
government to Jean Francois Ledé, sold by his testamentary executor, Mr. Solomon Malines, as appears 
by an authenticated copy of a.judicial sale filed in this claim, and dated March 14, 1786, at which 
Claude Martin, the father of the claimant, became the purchaser of the above-described tract of land, 
as well as of other portions of the said grant, as is established by the receipt of the said executor to 
the said Claude Martin, dated January 22, 1787, an authenticated copy of which is likewise filed in the 
said claim. 

The claimant hath referred to the abstract from complete patents in the office of the register of the 
land office, by which it is seen that the land in question was conceded to the said Jean Frangois Ledé 
February 14, 1769; he also refers to the testimony of Pierre Broussard, given August 5, 1812, before the 
board of commissioners, in the claim of the widow of the said Claude Martin, and to the testimony taken 
August 6, 1812, in the claim of John Charles Dugas, to establish the grant of the said Ledé, which is 
said to have been accidentally burnt. 

This claim appears to be just; the confirmation is therefore recommended. 

A No. 39. The legal representatives of Claude Martin, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claim a tract of 
land containing 888 American acres, having a front of ten arpents, to be taken at the extremity of forty 
arpents from the right bank of the river Teché, at the back of land claimed by Valerie Martin, and 
extending thence, for depth, to the river Vermilion, bounded on the northwest by Pierre Broussard’s land, 
and on the southeast by land of Francois Moreau; which tract of land the said Claude Martin acquired 
by purchase from the testamentary executor of Francois Ledé. 

The claimants have referred to documents filed in the claim of Valerie Martin, No. 38, to establish 
their title and the former existence of the grant to Jean Francois Ledé. 

This claim appears to be just, and the confirmation is therefore recommended. 

A. No. 40. The legal representatives of Luke Collins, late of the county of Opelousas, deceased, claim 
a tract of land of ten arpents front on the river Teché, in the Petit Bois, with the depth that may be 
found without entering into the Prairie Bassé, to be taken from the boundary of Luke Collins, father of 
the deceased Luke Collins, and adjoining on the lower side to public land. In support of this claim the 
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a 
following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of the said Luke Collins, dated at Ope. 


lousas, July 11, 1786, soliciting a grant of the above-described land; 2d, the certificate of the Chevalier 
de Clouet, then commandant of the post of Opelousas, dated July 12, 1786, approving of the said requéte: 
3d, the concession or order of survey signed by Governor Miro, dated at New Orleans, October 6, 178¢' 
conceding the above-described land to the said Luke Collins with the usual conditions, : 

The claimants have stated that this claim must have been entered by their deceased father in hig 
lifetime, and have referred to the record book, No. 4, page 68, in the register’s office for the record of the 
above requéte and order of survey under which they hold, which document is in the possession of them 
the said claimants, without their being able to account for its being delivered to them without any cer. 
tificate having issued in confirmation of the claim, or any report having been made on it, unless the 
words written on the back of the said order of survey “confirmed August 28, 1809,” may have been 
considered a confirmation of the claim, which they have again submitted, in order that it may receive from 
the government a legal confirmation. 

This claim appears to be just, and the confirmation is therefore recommended. 

B No. 41. John José Caradine, of Adams county, State of Mississippi, claims a tract of five hundred 
superficial arpents of land situated on the Bayou Sansfagon, in the parish of Avoyelles, near the Bayou 
Rouge. The claimant hath filed in this claim a requéte, to which his own signature is affixed, dated at 
Natchez, February 16, 1797, and directed to the commandant general of the province of Louisiana, 

The reference of the Baron de Carondelet to the governor at Natchez, dated at New Orleans, March 
2, 1797, to which is subjoined the decree of Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, governor of the Natchez district, 
dated at Natchez, April 2, 1797, conceding to the petitioner five hundred arpents of land at the place . 
mentioned in a certificate of the surveyor, which has been lost; and, to establish that the same did exist, 
the claimant hath filed an affidavit, taken before Samuel Thornberry, a justice of the peace. 

This claim was originally recommended for confirmation, but there existing some doubt of the 
authenticity of the titles, it is now thought most prudent to postpone it, among other claims in this report, 
for further proof, and its reconsideration is recommended accordingly. 

A No. 42. The legal representatives of Reuben Dyer claim a tract of one thousand arpents of land, 
equal to 846.25 American acres, situated on the Bayou Boeuf, near the Bayou Sansfagon. In this 
claim the following documents have been filed, to wit: an authenticated translation from the office of the 
keeper and translator of the Spanish records in the State of Mississippi of the requéte of the said Reuben 
Dyer, dated at New Orleans, January 18, 1799, to which is subjoined the decree of.the governor, Gayoso, 
of the same date, conceding the quantity of land above claimed, all certified by David Harper, keeper of 
the said records, by his certificate, dated January 14, 1818. The claimants have likewise filed a certif.- 
cate of Governor Holmes, stating that the said Harper was, at the date of the last-mentioned certificate, 
keeper of the said office. They also have filed the following testimony of William Thompson, taken 
before William B. Jackson, justice of the peace for Adams county, in the State of Mississippi, to wit: 
“ Personally appeared before the undersigned, a justice of the peace in and for the said county, William 
Thompson, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that in the month of December, and year eighteen 
hundred and three, and previous thereto, a man by the name of Reuben Dyer was in possession and 
raised a crop on the east bank of the Bayou Beeuf, just above where the Bayou Sansfacon joins with the 


said Bayou Boeuf. Sworn and subscribed before me this 4th day of December, 1820. 
“WILLIAM B. JACKSON, J. P.” 





The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. 

A No, 48. William Collins, as guardian or tutor for the heirs of William Collins, deceased, claims a 
tract of land containing one thousand arpents, situated on both sides of Bayou Beeuf, and adjoining 
below the land of Reuben Dyer, on Bayou Sansfacon, commonly called Sandy Bayou. The claimant, in 
his said capacity, hath filed in this claim the following documents, being authentic translations from the 
records of the county of Adams, in the State of Mississippi, to wit: a requéte in the name of the said 
deceased William Collins, praying for a grant of the above-described lands, and dated at New Orleans, | 
January 18, 1799, to which is subjoined the decree of Governor Gayoso, of the same date, stating that 
the petitioner is entitled to the above-described land. , 

The following written testimony has been filed in this claim: 


No. 1. 


State or Lovtstana, Parish of Concordia: 

Before the undersigned judge personally came William Thompson, who, being solemnly sworn on 
the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, deposeth and saith, to the best of his knowledge and belief, that 
William Collins did cultivate and reside on a certain tract of land containing one thousand arpents, 
situated on the Bayou Beeuf, at the mouth of the Bayou Sansfacon; that he resided on the said land in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and two, and the year after; that he had obtained it from the Spanish 
government, during the administration of Don Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, in the year one thousand seven - 
hundred and ninety-nine, for himself, his mother, brothers, and sisters; and that his legal representatives 
still have possession of the said tract of land; that the grant or ricket was placed in the hands of Peter 
Walker, esq., counsellor at law, for the purpose of entering the same in the land office authorized to 
receive the same, but that he was prevented from doing so by death; that the representatives of William 
Collins were unable to obtain the same until about five years last past, and that the land office was then 


closed, and that there was no possibility of entering the same. 
WILLIAM THOMPSON. 


EDWARD BROUGHTON, [t. s.] 
Parish Judge and Notary Public. 


Decemper 30, 1819. 
No. 2. 


Srate or Louistana, Parish of. Feliciana: 


_ Before me, William C. Wade, judge of the parish aforesaid, came and appeared James Thomas, who, 
being duly sworn, says that a grant or ricket, calling for the Bayou Beeuf, adjoining lands claimed by 
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Reuben Dyer, was placed in deponent’s hands to send on to Judge Henry Johnson, a member of Congress, 
by the legal representative of William Collins, to get the title confirmed; which grant has either been 
Jost or taken from among his papers, for it cannot be found; also, that the petition of William Collins, 
signed by him, and the decree to said petition, signed by Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, is also lost or taken 
out of deponent’s possession, and cannot be found. Deponent further says that he is well acquainted with 
the signature of Manuel Gayoso de Lemos, and that the said order was in his own handwriting. 
JAMES THOMAS. 





Sworn to and subscribed before me this Tth day of February, 1820. 
WM. C. WADE, Parish Judge of Feliciana. 


No. 3. 


Spare oF Mississippi, Adams County: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a justice of the peace in and for said county, William 
Thompson, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that in the month of December, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and three, he was at the house of William Collins, and at that time, and had been 
previously thereto, cultivating and inhabiting a tract of land on the Bayou Boeuf, just below where it 
makes a junction with the Bayou Sansfacon, which said Collins is now in possession of said lands by his 
tenants; and that there is now cleared on said tract of land between one hundred and eighty and two 
hundred acres; and that he has always understood that said Collins claimed one thousand arpents in said 
tract by virtue of a grant from the Spanish government. i 

WM. THOMPSON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 4th day of December, 1820. 

WM. B. JACKSON, J. P. 


The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. 

A No. 44. The heirs and legal representatives of Maria Josepha Dauphin, widow Senet, claim a tract 
of land containing four hundred and eighty superficial arpents, to wit: twelve arpents front with a depth 
of forty arpents, situated on the right bank of the river Teché, in the county of Attakapas, and being the 
residue of a tract of thirty arpents front with forty arpents in depth, conceded by the Spanish government 
to the said Maria Josepha Dauphin September 2, 1786, as will appear by an authenticated extract from 
the order of survey filed with the notice of the claims of Jean Baptiste Senet and Jean Louis Drouet, to 
whom the titles of the other eighteen arpents front have been confirmed by the certificates of the board of 
commissioners, No. 1915, to Jean B. Senet for eight arpents front by forty arpents in depth, and the certifi- 
cate, No. 1916, to Jean Louis Drouet for ten arpents in front with forty arpents in depth, to which 
confirmations, and the documents and testimony accompanying their notices, the claimants refer. 

On examination of all the claims in this office, no report or confirmation is found for the residue of 
the concession herein mentioned; the claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. — 

A No. 45. Michael Cormier, of the county of Attakapas, claims a tract of land containing two hundred 
and forty superficial arpents, equal to 203.2 American acres, to wit: six arpents front by the depth of 
forty arpents, situated in the Grand Prairie of the Vermilion, in the said parish, and bounded on all sides 
by vacant land; which tract of land was conceded by Mr. Delluzaga, then governor of the province of 
Louisiana, by grant to this claimant, bearing date May 4, 1776. 

The claimant has reason to believe that the original grant for the said tract of land still exists among 
the archives of the city of New Orleans, but, although he has used due diligence to obtain it, he has not 
yet been able to do so. He therefore begs leave to refer to the abstract of patents in this office for the 
extract or memorandum of a patent agreeing with the one in question, and also to a memorandum from 
the register’s office in New Orleans, which he has filed in this claim. The claimant also states that the 
word “Opelousas” in the said abstract must have originated in a mistake, as it was well understood that 
the land solicited, though near the limits of Opelousas, is in the Grand Prairie of the Vermilion, in the 
county of Attakapas. 

The documents of title as mentioned by the claimant in this case have no doubt existed; and the 
abstract of patents in this office, and that from the city of New Orleans, being considered sufficient 
evidence of this fact, the claim is therefore recommended for confirmation for the quantity claimed in the 
Grand Prairie of the Attakapas. 

A No. 46. The legal representatives of Jean Baptiste Cormier, of the county of Attakapas, claim a 
tract of land containing four hundred superficial arpents, equal to 336.86 American acres, to wit: ten 
arpents front with forty arpents in depth, situated in the quarter of Belvue, in the county of Opelousas, 
bounded, at the date of the concession, on one side by the land of Fabien Richard, and on the other by the 
land of Pedro Primo. 

The claimants have filed in this claim an authenticated extract from the records of the office of the 
register of the eastern district, whereby it appears that the above-described land is enregistered in the 
name of the said Jean B. Cormier. 

The claimants refer also to the abstract of patents in this office, by which it will be seen that the said 
tract of land was granted to the deceased, Jean Baptiste Cormier, by the Spanish government June 23, 1781. 

The foregoing claim, on examination of the abstract of patents in this office and the documents 
herein filed, has every appearance of being just and genuine, and is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 47. The legal representatives of Fusilier de la Claire claim a tract of land containing six 
hundred and forty superficial arpents, equal to 541.62 American acres, to wit: sixteen arpents front with 
the depth of forty arpents, on the west side of the river Vermilion, in the county of Attakapas, which 
tract of land was conceded, February 17, 1772, to the said Fusilier de la Claire, as appears by the abstract 
of patents in this office, and a memorandum from the office of the register of the land office at New 
Orleans filed in the claim of Michael Cormier, (No. 45,) to which the claimants refer. 

The documents of title in this claim are certainly genuine, and it is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. 

A No. 48. Louis Richard, sr., and Louis Richard, jr., of the county of Opelousas, claim a tract of 
land containing eight hundred superficial arpents, equal to 677 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents 
front on the east side of the Bayou Vermilion, in the county of Attakapas, with the depth of forty arpents, 
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adjoining on one side to the land of Pierre Carriere, and on the other side to the King’s domain at the date 
of the concession. In this claim the following documents of title have been filed: Ist. The requéte of 
Michael Carriere, praying for a tract of the above-described land, dated at Opelousas, November 24,1774 
to which is subjoined, 2d. The certificate of the commandant, the Chevalier de Clouet, stating that the 
said land is of the domain, and dated at Opelousas, January 10, 1778. 38d. The order of survey or cop- 
cession by Governor de Galvez, without date, conceding the above-described land as solicited. 4th, An 
authenticated copy of a judicial sale, dated December 24, 1820, by which they, the said claimants, haye 
acquired the title of the said land above described. The documents of title in this claim seem to be 
genuine; they were found among the successional papers of an ancient inhabitant of this country, who 
died some years since, and, after being inventoried according to law by the parish judge, were sold to the 
claimants at public auction, December 24, for the sum of $130. The claim is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. 

B No. 49. The legal representatives of Miguel Erasmo claim a tract of land containing three thousand 
two hundred superficial arpents, equal to 2,708.76 American acres, to wit: forty arpents front on the 
Bayou Rouge, in the parish of Avoyelles, with the depth of forty arpents on both sides of the said bayou 
bounded on all sides by vacant land. In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to 
wit: Ist, a requéte in the name of the said Miguel Erasmo, dated at New Orleans, July 3, 1788, soliciting 
a grant of the above-described tract of land; to which is subjoined an order of survey or concession 
under the signature of Estevan Miro, dated at New Orleans, July 6, 1789, conceding the aforesaid tract 
of land as prayed for, with the usual conditions. 

From a close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in this claim, there are very strong 
doubts of their genuineness; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without instituting 
a strict inquiry, and as this inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of these claims 
before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by the honorable 
Congress, that a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony incorporated in the report. 

B No. 50. The legal representatives of Juan de Leon claim a tract of land containing three thousand 
two hundred superficial arpents, equal to 2,708.10 American acres, to wit: eighty arpents front on the 
right bank of the Bayou Vermilion, at its mouth, with the depth of forty arpents, in the county of Atta- 
kapas, bounded, at the date of the concession, on both sides by the King’s domain. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, viz: Ist, the requéte of the said Juan 
de Leon, dated at New Orleans, March 4, 1790, praying for a grant of the above-described tract of land, 
to which is subjoined an order of survey or concession under the signature of Estevan Miro, dated at New 
Orleans, March 7, 1790, conceding the above-described tract of land as solicited. 

From a close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in these claims, there are very 
strong doubts of their genuineness; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without 
instituting a strict inquiry, and as the inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of these 
claims before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by the 
honorable Congress, that a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony incorporated in the 
report. 
B No. 51. Martin Despallier, of the parish of Rapides, claims a tract of land containing three thousand 
two hundred superficial arpents, to wit: forty arpents front on the Bayou Latanier, in the district (now 
parish) of Rapides, with the depth of forty arpents on both sides of the said bayou, bounded above and 
below by the domain of the King at the date of the concession. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of Bernard Igcroi, 
dated at New Orleans, September 3, 1776, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land. The 
concession or order of survey of Bernardo de Galvez, then governor of the province of Louisiana, dated 
September 8, 1776, conceding the said land as solicited, which tract of land was, August 4, 1798, sold by 
the said Bernard Lacroi to Jaques Denau, and, on September 11, 1820, by the said Jaques Denau to the 
said claimant, as appears by the assignments on the back of the concession aforesaid. 

From a close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in this claim, there are very strong 
doubts of their genuineness; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without instituting 
a strict inquiry, and as this inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of these claims 
before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by the honorable 
Congress, that a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony incorporated in the report. 

A No. 52. Francois Breau, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing five hundred 
and forty-five American acres, having a front of ten arpents on the left bank of the river Vermilion, with 
the depth represented in a plat herewith filed; bounded on the northwest by the land of Hypolite Breau, 
and on the southeast by the land of Orilliant Breau, being part of a tract formerly ceded by the Spanish 
government to Jean Francois Ledé, and after his death sold by his testamentary executor, Mr. Solomon 
Malines, in distinct portions; at which sale the father of the present claimant, Mr. Firmin Breau, became 
the purchaser of a portion of ten arpents front on the river Teché, with the depth of forty arpents on the 
left or east of said river, and with the depth on the opposite side from the Teché to the river Vermilion, 
within which portion is the tract at present claimed and represented in the said plat of survey. The 
claimant hath also filed with this notice an authenticated copy of an act of the then commandant of the 
post of Attakapas, the Chevalier de Clouet, by which it will appear that his father, the late Firmin Breau, 
was put in possession of the tract of land in question, in pursuance of his purchase aforesaid, as long 
since as January 12, 1788, which possession has ever since been maintained by him and those who have 
held under him. He hath also filed the following documents, viz: an act passed before Judge White, of 
the parish of St. Martin’s, dated January 30, 1809, signed by all the persons concerned, for the partition 
and adjustment of the estate of the said F. Breau, and a deed of sale from Charles Breau to this claimant, 
dated December 18, 1815. The claimant hath referred to the documents filed in the claim of Valerie 
Martin, No. 38, té the extracts of complete patents in the office of the register, and also to the testimony 
given in the claim of John Charles Dugas, August 6, 1812, before the register and receiver, all of which 
he believes will sufficiently establish the validity of his title. 

An endorsement in the handwriting of the former register on the notice of this claim refers to the 
connected plat of the Ledé tract, in which it appears that this immense claim has been often recognized 
by the commissioners in the various claims that have been presented as purchases out of it. And, after 
examining all the circumstances of this claim, it is recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 53. Hypolite Breau, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing two hundred 
and twenty American acres, having a front of about four arpents on the left bank of the river Vermilion, 
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A 
with the depth; thence in a northeasterly direction to the land of Francois Bernard; bounded on the 
northwest by the land of John Charles Dourant, and on the southeast by the land of Francois Breau; 
which tract of land is a part of the grant from the Spanish government to Jean Francois Ledé, and was 
acquired by the claimant by purchase from Mr. Neuville de Clouet, as will appear by an authenticated 
copy of a deed of sale herewith filed, dated “August 15, 1808.” This notice is also accompanied by a 
lat of survey; and, for the better understanding of his claim, the claimant refers to documents in the 
claim of Valeri Martin, No. 38, and also to the abstract from patents in the register’s office in Opelousas, 
and to the testimony adduced before the register and receiver August 6, 1812, in the claim of John Charles 
ugas. 
‘ e This claim is circumstanced precisely as the preceding, being a bona fide purchase out of the great 
Ledé tract; and the proofs being considered sufficient, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 54. Jean Charles Dourant, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing one 
hundred and ninety-seven American acres, having a front of three arpents on the left bank of the river 
Vermilion, in the parish of St. Martin’s, with the depth extending from the said river, in a northeasterly 
direction, to the land of the Widow Dourant; bounded on the northwest by the land of Jean Landry, and 
on the southeast by the land of Hypolite Breau, agreeably to a plat of survey herewith filed; which tract 
of land is a part of a grant from the Spanish government to Jean Francois Ledé. The claimant refers to 
documents filed in the claim of Valerie Martin, No. 38, to the abstract from patents in the register’s office 
at Opelousas, and to testimony adduced before the register and receiver in the claim of Jean Charles 
Dugas. 

This claim is circumstanced precisely as the preceding, being a bona fide purchase out of the great 
Ledé tract; and the proofs being considered sufficient, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 55. Orelian Breau, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing three hundred 
and thirty-six American acres, as represented in a plat of survey herewith filed, having a front of six 
arpents on the left bank of the river Vermilion, in the said parish of St. Martin’s, and extending in depth, 
in a northeasterly direction, from the said river to the land of Margaret and Adelaide Breau; bounded on 
the northwest by the land of Francois Breau, father of the claimant, and on the southeast by the land of 
Pierre Broussard; which tract is a part of a grant made by the Spanish government to Jean Francois 
Ledé, and was sold by his testamentary executor, Mr. Solomon Malines, as will appear by the documents 
filed in the claim of Valerie Martin, the abstract of patents in the office of the register at Opelousas, 
and the testimony adduced before the register and receiver in the claim of John Charles Dugas; to all of 
which the claimant refers. He has also filed, as a further evidence of title, a deed of sale duly authenti- 
cated by the judge of the parish of St. Martin’s, from his father, Mr. Francois Breau, for the said tract of 
land, which deed is dated December 18, 1815. 

This claim is circumstanced precisely as the preceding, being a bona fide purchase out of the great 
Ledé tract; and the proofs being considered sufficient, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 56. Olivia Bodreau, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing fifty-eight 
acres and one-half of an acre, as represented by the plat which is herewith filed; bounded on the northwest 
by the lands of Constant Breau and Pierre Broussard, on the southwest by the land of Paul Breau, on the 
southeast by the land of John Charles Durant, and on the east by the land of Neuville de Clouet; which 
tract is situated within the limits of a grant made by the Spanish government to Jean Francois Ledé, and 
was sold, after the death of the said Ledé, by his testamentary executor, Mr. Solomon Malines, as will 
appear by documents filed in the claim of Valerie Martin, by the abstract of patents in the office of the register 
at Opelousas, and by the testimony in the claim of John Charles Dugas, reported by the register and 
receiver December 30, 1815; to all of which the claimant refers, as well as to a deed of sale duly authen- 
ticated by the judge of the parish of St. Martin’s from Julian Melangon to the claimant, herewith filed, dated 
February 6, 1813. 

This claim is circumstanced precisely as the preceding, being a bona fide purchase out of the great 
Ledé tract; and the proofs being considered sufficient, it is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

B No. 57. Santiago Crus, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land containing cight 
hundred superficial arpents, equal to 677 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents of land front on the 
right bank in descending of the Bayou Rouge, with the ordinary depth of forty arpents, situated in the 
parish of Avoyelles; bounded, at the date of the concession, on both sides by the King’s domain. In 
support of this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: a requéte in the name of 
the claimant, dated July 2, 1802, praying for a grant of the above-described land, to which is subjoined 
the concession or order of survey under the signature of Governor Manuel de Salcedo, dated at New 
Orleans, July 6, 1802, conceding the said land solicited. 

From a close examination of the requéte and order of survey filed in this claim there are very strong 
doubts of their genuineness; but as it would be unjust to report positively against it without instituting 
a strict inquiry, and as the inquiry could not be instituted without delaying the exhibit of these claims 
before the ensuing Congress, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given by the honorable 
Congress, that a full examination may be had, and the whole testimony incorporated in the report. 

B No. 58. The representatives of Juan Lopes claim a tract of land containing sixteen hundred super- 
ficial arpents, equal to 1,365.20 American acres, to wit: forty arpents front on the right bank of Bayou 
Beeuf, to commence from the foot of the Island of Pines, with the depth of forty arpents. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, viz: a requéte in the name of the said 
Juan Lopes, dated May 3, 1798, praying for a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which is 
subjoined the concession or order of survey by Governor Gayoso, dated at New Orleans, May 8, 1798, - 
conceding the said land as solicited. 

The documents of title in this claim have the appearance of being counterfeits. From reasons, 
however, which have been adduced in claims Nos. 28, 36, and 37, &c., it is recommended that the final 
decision of this claim be postponed until testimony may be adduced upon it, and examined and recorded 
at more leisure. 

A No. 59. The legal representatives of Jean B. Figuran, late of the parish of St. Landry, deceased, 
claim a tract of land containing sixteen hundred superficial arpents, equal to 1,365.20 American acres, 
to wit: forty arpents front, with forty arpents in depth, at the place commonly called the Point of 
Rushes, at the Pass of Malette, in the parish of St. Landry. The claimants have filed in support of this 
claim the following documents of title, to wit: a requéte in the name of the said Jean B. Figuran, dated 
at New Orleans, September 24, 1784, praying for a grant of the above-described land. The certificate of 
the commandant of Opelousas, Mr. De Clouct, dated December 28, 1784; the concession or order of survey 
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by Governor Miro, dated (doubtlessly through mistake) December 24, 1784, conceding the said land ag 


solicited. 
The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for 


confirmation. 

A No. 60. The legal representatives of Narcisse Carriere claim a tract of land containing eight 
hundred superficial arpents, equal to 677 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents front on the rive, 
Vermilion, with the depth of forty arpents; bounded, at the date of the concession, on one side by the land 
of Pierre Carriere, and on the other by the King’s domain. In this claim the following documents of title 
have been filed, to wit: Ist, the requéte of the said Narcisse Carriere, dated at Opelousas, November 94 
1777, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land; 2d, the certificate of the commandant, the 
Chevalier de Clouet, dated November 25, 1777, stating that the land petitioned for was of the domain; 3q 
the order of survey by Governor de Galvez, dated at New Orleans, February 26, 1778, conceding the 
said land as solicited to the petitioner, and ordering the commandant to fix the boundaries of the said land. 
4th, the return or certificate of the commandant, the Chevalier de Clouet, stating that he had fixed the 
boundaries of the said land in presence of the said Narcisse Carriere and the neighbors, dated November 
28, 1778; 5th, the patent or title in form by Governor de Galvez to the said Narcisse Carriere, dated at 
New Orleans, June 23, 1781, for the above-described land. 

This claim is founded upon a complete Spanish patent—the most authentic and complete that is known. 
The patent bears every mark of genuineness, is printed, and its date corresponds with one on the abstract 
of patents in this office, together with the quantity and boundaries of the land conceded. It is therefore 
recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 61. Emanuel Prudhomme, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land containing sixty 
superficial arpents, equal to 50.72 American acres, to wit: one arpent and a half front on the left bank 
of the Red river, nearly opposite to the village of Natchitoches, with the depth of forty arpents. 
bounded, at the date of the concession, on the lower side by the land of Madame Alexis, and on the upper 
side by the land of Mr. Badin, the depth extending towards the east. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: Ist, the requéte of Madame 
Widow Chaigneau, dated at Natchitoches, April 17, 1782, soliciting a title to the above-described tract of 
land, of which she had formerly become possessed by purchase; 2d, the certificate of M. de Vaugine, then 
commandant of Natchitoches, dated June 19, 1782, approving of the said requéte, and stating that he had 
surveyed the said land and fixed the boundaries in presence of witnesses; 3d, the concession or order of 
survey by Governor Miro, conceding the above-described land as solicited, and ordering the commandant 
to establish the petitioner thereon. The following authenticated written evidence has likewise been filed 


in this claim: ° 


Srate or Louistana, Parish of Natchitoches : 

Before the subscriber, judge of the parish of Natchitoches, appeared Felix Trudeau, formerly 
commandant of the post of Natchitoches, who made oath that the land claimed by Emanuel Prudhomme, in 
the name of the Widow Chaigneau, is one of the first settled tracts in this parish; that the same has been 
inhabited and cultivated from the year 1796, at which time this deponent came to this parish, and, to 


appearance, from long before until the present day. 
FELIX TRUDEAU. 


Sworn and subscribed this 21st day of December, 1820, before me. 
CHARLES SLOCUM, Judge of the Parish of Natchitoches. 


I, Charles Slocum, judge of the parish of Natchitoches, do certify that the said Felix Trudeau was 
former commandant of the post of Natchitoches, and that full faith and credit is due to his testimony. 
Given under my hand and impression of the seal of my office, at Natchitoches, this 21st day of 


December, A. D. 1820. 
CHARLES SLOCUM, Judge of the Parish of Natchitoches. 


The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for 
confirmation; but, as the claimant has failed to produce a regular chain of titles, the confirmation is 
recommended in the name of the legal representatives of the Widow Chaigneau. 

A No. 62. Emanuel Prudhomme, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land having three 
arpents and a half and fifty-five feet front, with the depth of forty arpents, situated in the parish of 
~ atchitoches, on Red river, nearly opposite the post of Natchitoches, and bounded below by the Bayou 

obile. 

In this claim the following documents of title are filed, to wit: Ist. The requéte of Madame Widow 
St. Denis, dated at Natchitoches, April 17, 1782, soliciting a grant of the above-described land. 2d. 
The certificate of M. de Vaugine, then commandant of the post of Natchitoches, dated April 20, 1782, 
approving of the said requéte, and stating that he had surveyed the said land and fixed the boundaries 
in presence of two witnesses. 3d. The concession or order of survey by Governor Miro, conceding the 
above-described land as solicited, and ordering the commandant to establish the petitioner thereon. The 
following authenticated written evidence has likewise been filed in this claim: 


Srate or Lovurstana, Parish of Natchitoches : 

Before me, Charles Slocum, judge of the parish of Natchitoches aforesaid, appeared Felix Trudeau, 
formerly commandant of the post of Natchitoches, who made oath that the tract of land claimed by Mr. 
Emanuel Prudhomme, in the name of Madame St. Denis, at the Bayou Mobile, immediately opposite the 
upper part of the post of Natchitoches, is one of the first tracts settled in the country, and that the same 
has been occupied, cultivated, and possessed from the year 1796, at which time this deponent came to the 
post of Natchitoches, and for a long time before, from appearances, until the present date. 

FELIX TRUDEAU. 

Sworn and subscribed December 21, 1820, before me. 

CHARLES SLOCUM, Judge of the parish of Natchitoches. 


I, Charles Slocum, judge of the parish of Natchitoches, in the State of Louisiana, ex-officio notary 
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ublic in and for the said parish, do certify that Felix Trudeau was former commandant of the post of 
Natchitoches, and that full faith and credit is due to his testimony. 

Given under my hand and the seal of my office, at Natchitoches, December 21, A. D. 1820. 

[L. 8.] CHARLES SLOCUM, Parish Judge. 


The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine; but as the claimant has not produced a 
regular chain of title, its confirmation is recommended in the name of the legal representatives of Madame 
the Widow St. Denis. 

A No. 63. The heirs and legal representatives of the late Madame Louise de Farvot, widow of Don 
Alexander Chevalier de Clouet, claim, in virtue of an order of survey under the signature of Governor 
Miro, dated at New Orleans, May 17, 1790, an exact translation of which is herewith filed, a tract of 
Jand which may contain about nine hundred and twenty superficial acres, American measure, situated in 
the parish of St. Martin, and bounded on the east and southeast by other lands of the claimants; on the 
west by the lands of John Guilleau, Francois Arseneau, Alexander Arseneau, the widow of Pierre 
Arseneau, the widow of Louis Arseneau, Francois Carmouche, and Joseph Breau; and on the northwest 
and northeast by vacant lands. For the better elucidation of their pretensions they have filed in this 
claim a connected map of the lands in the vicinity of the tract claimed, a copy of which they have 
requested to be laid before the honorable the Congress of the United States. They have also deemed 
itexpedient to state the particular circumstances of this case, for which purpose it is to be understood 
that, in conformity with the laws and regulations of the United States, a notice for this claim, and the 
order of survey which is the basis of the title, and to which the claimants have already referred, were, at 
an early period, and under the first law, passed for the purpose, filed and enregistered with the late 
register of the land office for this district. That when his successor came into office their said claim was 
Jaid before the board of commissioners appointed for the purpose of deciding on land claims. That the 
said commissioners gave their certificate, marked B No. 983, an extract from which is also herewith filed, 
in confirmation of only sixteen hundred superficial arpents of the land claimed, to wit: For that part which 
is represented in the plat by the lines A, G, H, I, whereas, as well from the concession of Governor Miro 
as the oral testimony which has been adduced in support of their claim, it will be seen that their title 
should have embraced the parts circumscribed by the lines A, B, C, D, F, G. In making known the 
foregoing facts, which are necessary to a full understanding of their claim, the claimants have wished it 
to be understood that they are well satisfied that the commissioners, in deciding in their case, have been 
actuated by just and upright views. They believe, however, that either from an erroneous translation or 
some other cause their title has not been correctly understood; they have further stated that, although 
they believe their title is anterior in date to those of Messrs. John Guilbeau, Frangois Arseneau, and 
others, whose lands front on the river Vermilion, and with whose lines those of the claimants seem to 
conflict, they have expressly disclaimed any intention or wish to disturb their neighbors in their posses- 
sions, and therefore have confined their claim to those parts represented in the said plat by the lines shaded 
with yellow. The claimants have further filed in this claim a renunciation by the said persons to the 
right of pre-emption, to which they might be entitled at the back of their respective tracts. 

The following are the documents which the claimants have filed in this claim, the first whereof is an 
exact translation of the said requéte and order of survey, as follows: 

“To Mr. De Miro, brigadier of the King’s army, inspector and intendant general of the province of 
Louisiana, &c.; Madame Louisa D. Favrot, Widow de Clouet, residing at Attakapas, has the honor of 
representing to you most humbly that she has been greatly surprised at not finding among the papers of 
the succession the concession for the continuation of the forty arpents of land where her domicil is, and 
which her deceased husband, Don Alexander Chevalier de Clouet, had always assured her he had, and on 
which continuation is her cypress, which has at all times been used for the wants of the habitation. 

“Having been under necessity, by reasons of debts, of selling the first concession adjoining that 
formerly belonging to the deceased Ledé, where she resides, she prays for you, sir, to be pleased immedi- 
ately to grant her the concession of the continuation as far as the Bayou Vermilion, which is at the 
distance of forty arpents, more or less, from the boundary of depth—a favor which she expects to receive, 


praying to God for the duration of your days.” 
DE FAVROT DE CLOUET. 


Arrakapas, September 8, 1789. 


“There is no hindrance to the demand made by the petitioner, the neighbors assuring that it is the 
continuation of the land on which she resides, and to which no person forms any opposition.” 
J. DE LA VILLEBOUVRE. 


Arraxapas, September 8, 1789. 
New Orteans, Varch 17, 1790. 


“The surveyor of this province, Don Carlos Laveau Trudeau, will establish the party upon the second 
depth of land which is solicited and described in the widow’s memorial, it being well understood that 
the said second depth shall not exceed forty arpents, being vacant and not causing any prejudice to the 
neighbors; he will extend his proceedings in continuation hereof, signing the same with the aforesaid 
neighbors; and he will remit the same to me in order to provide the person interested with a title in 


form” 
ESTEVAN MIRO. 


The following is an extract from the certificate of the commissioners above referred to: _ ; 

“B No. 983. Joseph Alexander de Clouet, of the county of Attakapas, is confirmed in his claim to a 
tract of land containing about sixteen hundred superficial arpents, equal to 1,354.03 American acres, 
founded on an order of survey in favor of Louise de Favrot, widow of Alexander Chevalier de Clouet, for 
forty arpents in front, to be taken at the extremity of the other land of the claimant, with the depth to the 
river Vermilion, but not to exceed forty arpents, bearing date March 17, 1790, and signed by Estevan 
Miro, then governor of the province of Louisiana, situated in the county of Attakapas, bounded at the 
time petitioned for, on all sides except the front, by the domain of the King.” . 

The following is an exact translation from the French of the renunciation by the persons therein 
named to the right of pre-emption: : 

“We, the undersigned persons, whose lands front on the Bayou Vermilion, and extend in depth to 
the lands belonging to the legal representatives of the late Madame Louise Favrot, widow of Mr. 
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Alexander Chevalier de Clouet, do hereby renounce, expressly, all right of preference whatsoever which 
we might have under the pre-emption law of 1811, which has been revived by the act of Congress of 11th 
May of the present year, it being well understood by us and the neighbors in general that the lang 
back of our respective tracts was, or ought to have been, embraced in the concession made by Governor 
Miro to the said widow of the second depth of the land which has been granted to her husband. 

“For which reason we think it but just that the government of the United States do confirm the saiq 
heirs, &c., in their right and title to the said land; and we ask permission to recommend the renewal of 
the confirmation to them of the title to the vacant lands lying south of the lands of Mr. J. Guilbeau, ang 
between the back lines of the land of the said heirs and the left bank of the Bayou Vermilion, as an 
equivalent for the interference of our lands with those of the said representatives, as set forth in the plat.” 

Parish of Saint Landry, December 28, 1820, and the forty-fifth of the independence of the Uniteq 


States of America. 
FRS. CARMOUCHE. 
her 
V. LOUISE x ARCENAUX, 


mark. 


¥. 2. ARCENAUX, 
JOSEPH ATANAS x BRAUX. 


mark, 


ALEXANDER ARCENAUX. 
FRS. ARCENAUX. 


his 
JEAN x GUILBEAU. 


mark. 


J. B. Hervet, witness. 


P. R. Bravx, witness. 


James Bruce, witness. 


The following oral testimony has been adduced by the said claimants, to wit: 

“Tn the claim of the representatives of Madame Louise de Favrot, widow of Don Alexander Chevalier 
de Clouet, Joseph Latiolais, being sworn, deposeth that he is nearly fifty years of age; that his residence 
for twenty-six years past has been on the land adjacent to the land claimed; that during the whole of that 
time the said widow, and those holding under her, have occupied the whole of the land embraced by the 
notice of the claim, which the said representatives have this day made under the order of survey accorded 
by Governor Miro for the second depth of the land which the said M. de Clouet held on the river Teché; 
and that the neighbors have always respected the right of the said widow lady and her heirs in the land 
aforesaid; that it is well known to the deponent that the cypress timber which the grantee required for 
the use of her other lands, and to obtain which was one of the motives for soliciting the grant, extends 
from the line marked in the map with the letters L M back to the rear of the tract. He also knows that 
the late Colonel Alexander de Clouet, son of the aforesaid lady, had resided for nearly thirty years on the 
back part of the said tract, and near to the river Vermilion; that at one time his residence was about at 
that part of the map where the letter P is marked; that afterwards he built—about fifteen year since, to 
the best of the deponent’s recollection—at or near that part of the map where the letter K is marked, and 
which is the place of the present residence of Mr. Francois Benoist de St. Clair, the grandson of the 


aforesaid lady.” 
J. LATIOLAIS. 


Sworn and subscribed December 29, 1820, before me— 
LEVIN WAILES. 


In the same claim, Andrew Martin, being sworn, deposeth and saith: “That having heard and had 
explained to him the testimony of Jos. Latiolais, he knows that the facts stated in the said testimony 
throughout are veritable; that the deponent is in his fifty-second year, a native of Attakapas, and has 
uever resided at a greater distance than two leagues from the land claimed:. that he knows perfectly well 
that the late Colonel Alexander de Clouet, his father, the late Don Alexander Chevalier de Clouet, and their 
respective families, have occupied the land in the rear of their front tract, and to the left bank of the river 
Vermilion, from an earlier date even than that stated by Mr. Latiolais; that he, the deponent, was present 
when the lands belonging to the succession of the late Mr. Ledé were laid off by the surveyor, at which 
time he perfectly recollects the late Chevalier de Clouet was put in possession of the land in question, to 
the bank of the Vermilion river, being bounded on the lower side by the land belonging to the said Ledé’s 


estate.” 
ANDREW MARTIN. 


Sworn and subscribed December 31, 1820, in presence of— 
LEVIN WAILES. 


From a thorough examination of this claim, there is little doubt of its justness. 

On referring to the files in the claim confirmed by the commissioners, B No. 983, as referred to in this 
claim, it appears that the double depth of forty arpents, by virtue of the above-mentioned concession, was 
claimed by Joseph Alexander de Clouet in his notice, and the commissioners have given the area found in 
the square of forty arpents, without regard to the diverging lines of the original tract. 

As the order of survey gives the land in continuation of the front tract, it must be complied with by 
continuing the lines of the original tract to the depth prayed for. 

The circumstances considered, this claim is recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 64. Charles Pavie and Charles Noyrit, trading under the firm of Pavie & Noyrit, of the parish 
of Natchitoches, claim a tract of land containing 5,876 American acres, to wit: one league square of the 
measure of Paris, which gives 2,500 toises, or eighty-three arpents and one-third of an arpent, situated 
at a place called and known by the name of “Los Tres Llanos,” in the said parish of Natchitoches, being 
the tract of land on which Louis Latham lately resided, and which was granted many years ago by the 
Spanish government to a man named Sanchez. The titles to this land having been taken away from 
the grantee by irresistible force, the claimants rely on establishing the validity of their claims by the 
testimony which was adduced before the district court at the last term for the parish of Natchitoches, i 
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a suit instituted by the claimants against the aforesaid Louis Latham; a copy of which testimony, 

authenticated by the honorable Judge Murray, is herewith filed, and to which they beg leave to refer. 
PAVIE & NOYRIT. 
LOUIS LATHAM. 


Narcurrocues, District Court, December term, 1820. 

This suit was brought for the recovery of a certain tract of land containing one league square» 
situated on the Bayou de los Tres Llanos, at the place called Los Tres Blanos, in the parish of Natchito- 
ches, now in the possession of Louis Latham, who occupies it as a tenant at will of the United States, 
according to the act of Congress passed 1816, on the ground that the said tract of land had been 
granted to Sanchez by the Spanish government about sixty years ago, and that his title had been taken 
from him by irresistible force. 

Plaintiff’s evidence. “Donation of Sanchez to Sepulvedo, first proved by the subscribing witnesses, 
read and marked No. 1, dated June 2, 1818, for one league square. Sale from Sepulvedo to Pavie & 
Noyrit, dated November 18, 1820, and marked No. 2, for same land.” 

Felix Trudeau, sworn, says the Adizes were evacuated in 1772; the grants of land, now generally 
two leagues each or more, in that part of the Spanish province, were granted to all who demanded 
them by the governors of provinces; never less than one league square was granted. There were not 
any surveys made of lands thirty years ago; there was no surveyors at that time; a surveyor was sent, 
and became blind shortly after. In 1802 or 1803 there was an order given to send no requétes to New 
Orleans without a plan, but the commandant had the power to give permission to settle. There was less 
strictness observed in granting titles on the other side of the Rio Hondo than on this. 

Sanchez, the grantee of the land, introduced and objected to, the objection maintained, and the 
testimony taken to form part of the bill of exceptions; sworn, says his father had a grant for a tract of 
land four leagues around, or one league square; that governor Salcedo took the title with him to St. Antonio, 
when he went to take possession of St. Antonio. Louis Latham is in the place where the father of the 
witness cleared and had his house; the place is called “Los Tres Llanos;” his father had but one child; 
does not recollect the time his father left the Adizes; does not know how to write. Governor Lavois 
signed the title. He does not recollect his age. Lavois was governor of the internal provinces; the 
governor lived at Adizes; he was at Nacogdoches when Salcedo took the titles from there, but does not 
know in what year they were taken. He told Latham in 1803 that the land was his when Latham first 
settled on the same. 

José Ramon Chaban, (objected to,) sworn, says that he knows Sanchez had a title to the land at 
“Los Tres Llanos;” cannot read and write; carried the title to Salcedo, at Nacogdoches, who took the title 
with him. Governor Salcedo asked the title of the witness; he does not recollect in what year. The 
land had a league square, as his father-in-law told him. 

Pedro de Lara, sworn, knows that Sanchez had a title for a tract of land of one league square; 
knows the title was taken from Nacogdoches; has read the title of Sanchez; the title was signed by 
Lavois, the governor, and had a small seal. He is eighty-six years old, and was born in the Adizes, the 
father of Sanchez at the Adizes; he was settled at the “Tres Llanos.” Latham lives where Sanchez was 
settled. The settlement of the Adizes was broken up by order of the Spanish government. Lands were 
granted to some of them on the other side of the Sabine. Sanchez had other lands given him. Does not 
know why Salcedo tvok the titles from Nacogdoches, but he knows that Salcedo never returned them. 
Sanchez had a rancho* near Nacogdoches. 

Cherino, sworn, says that the father of Sanchez lived at “Tres Llanos.” Latham lives where the 
father of Sanchez lived, and cultivates the land which Sanchez opened; cannot read nor write. There 
were grants made to all those who asked for lands. Was a child when the Adizes was evacuated. Is 
sixty-seven years old. The witness has seen Sanchez in the possession of the land ‘De Los Tres Llanos.” 
The land is the best in the country for pasturage. Sanchez and Pedro de Lara were married when the 
witness was a child. Is a native of the Adizes. The father of the witness lived with the priest, and had 
no land of his own either at Adizes or at Nacogdoches. When Sanchez left the Adizes, he left a man 
named Mansola on his land to take care of it; this man died there. 

Pedro Procla, sworn. The proprietor of the Tres Llanos was the father of Sanchez. The witness 
worked with him for three years. The house of Latham is near where the house of Sanchez was. Latham 
cultivates where Sanchez cultivated, and where the witness ploughed. The order was given by the King 
of Spain that the troops and inhabitants of Adizes should be removed to St. Antonio; there was no clause 
in the order disposing of their lands. Knows that Salcedo passed through Nacogdoches in 1810, as he 
can recollect, and took the titles of the inhabitants, saying that he would confirm them, and give them 
greater force. The best pasturage and the best land of Adizes is at Los Tres Llanos. The inhabitants 
of the Adizes were settled there, raised cattle, and made corn. He never saw the title of Sanchez. In 
1772 the inhabitants left the Adizes; Rippardo, governor, gave the orders; the witness recollected him 
well; the witness is sixty-five years old. Sanchez had a title to a small tract of land given him at 
Nacogdoches. Saw the title of Jacinto Mora about four or five years ago, Inhabitants formerly settled 
in good faith on land under a verbal permission; some with titles, but rarely. Had heard of Governor 
Lavois, but he was before histime. Salcedo told the witness that he took the titles to have them renewed 

in the audience of Guadalaxara, to give them, as he said, more effect. The witness was appointed by 
Salcedo to survey for those who requested land; that the manner of obtaining titles at Nacogdoches was 
by presenting a requéte to the commandant, asking for the quantity of land the parties wished, ordinarily 
one league square. The commandant then gave an order to the syndic to put the party in possession; 
the governor then gave an order to the surveyor to measure the land; the survey took, ordinarily, three 
men to witness, and there was a proces verbal, in writing, made of the proceedings, which was con- 
sidered as completing the title. The witness was syndic at Nacogdoches during the time the Spanish 
government was in existence at that period. The abandonment of the Adizes was forced; the inhabitants 
were obliged to leave their crops in the month of June, and were not permitted to gather them; two or 
three families who were sick remained; the government did not take their lands. The inhabitants went 
to St. Antonio. Captain y Barbo went to Mexico from there, and made a representation to the viceroy, 
who permitted them to return to Trinity. From there they went to Nacogdoches, and the revolution has 
driven them here. 





A tavern. 
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I, William Murray, judge of the district court for the sixth district in the parish of Natchitoches, and 
State of Louisiana, do hereby certify that the foregoing testimony, contained in six pages, was taken 
down in writing by me on the trial of the cause of Louis Latham at the suit of Pavie & Noyret, and 
delivered on oath, the opposite parties cross-examining. I further certify that the witnesses are aged and 
infirm, and Pedro Procla, whom I personally know, is a respectable witness; and from their manner of 
giving in their testimony, I think full faith and credit due to the evidence of the other witnesses. 


In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this 22d day of December, A. D. 1820. 
WILLIAM MURRAY, Judge of the Sixth District. 


From the examination of all the facts in this claim, it appears to be genuine; and, as has been men- 
tioned in another, it is not the object of the government to decide between contending claimants, but simpl 
to disavow the public claim. It is therefore recommended for confirmation, subject to such other claim 
as may be established in due course of law. 

A No. 65. The legal representatives of Jacob Schemel, late of the parish of St. Landry, claim a tract 
of land of six hundred arpents, more or less, situated in the Prairie des Femmes, in the parish aforesaid 
to wit: fifteen arpents front on the Bayou Bourbeau, with the depth of the land of Mr. Maurre. Ip this 
claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: a requéte made by the said Jacob Schemel 
May 4, 1780, to which is annexed the certificate of approval by the then commandant, the Chevalier de 
Clouet, dated May 25, 1780, and the order of survey by Governor de Galvez, dated June 21, 1781, con- 
ceding the land as solicited. 

The documents of title in this claim, among many others, have been drawn from the office of the 
surveyor general of the city of New Orleans since the purchase, by the sale of the office of the former 
surveyor general of the State of Louisiana, as mentioned in a former report. They appear to be genuine, 
and the claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 66. Jean Landry, of the parish of St. Martin’s, claims a tract of land containing one hundred and 
seventy-three and one-half American acres, having a front of three arpents and a half on the left bank of 
the river Vermilion, with the depth extending from said river in a northeasterly direction to the land of 
Neuville de Clouet, bounded on the northwest side by the land of Paul Bro, and on the southeast side by 
land of Jean Charles Douran, agreeably to a plat of survey filed. This tract of land is a part of a grant 
from the Spanish government to Jean Francois Ledé, The claimant refers to documents filed in the claim 
of Valerie Martin, No. 38, to the abstract from patents in the register’s office, Opelousas, and to testimony 
adduced before the register and receiver in the claim of John Charles Dugas. 

This claim is circumstanced precisely as that of No. 52 and others, being a bona fide purchase out of 
the great Ledé tract, and the proofs being considered sufficient, it is therefore recommended for con- 
firmation. 

B No. 67. The legal representatives of Pierre and Julien Besson, brothers, claim a tract of land con- 
taining twelve hundred superficial arpents, equal to one thousand fifteen and a half American acres, at a 
place called Ecore Rouge, in the Geese prairie, about six leagues above the post of Natchitoches, bounded 
on one side by the Bayou Ecore Rouge, and on the other by that called Bourbeaux. The claimants file 
herewith a requéte for the said land, made by the said Pierre and Julien Besson February 25, 1770, 
soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which is subjoined the concession of the same 
date, and granting the said land as solicited, made by Mr. Athanase Mazieres, at that time lieutenant 
governor and commandant for the post of Natchitoches. 

In this claim there are not sufficient, indeed no data in the office to test the genuineness of the docu- 
ments filed herein. Without knowing even that there was ever such an officer at the post of Natchitoches 
as Lieutenant Governor de Mazieres, and in the absence of any oral testimony, this claim cannot for the 
present be recommended for confirmation. As it bears marks of some authenticity, and as it would be 
unjust to condemn it without allowing the claimants further time to substantiate it, which it may be in 
their power to do, it is therefore recommended that a further time be given to the claimants for that 

urpose. 
‘ A No. 68. Isaac Crow, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land containing twenty-seven 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five arpents and one-half of an arpent, equal to twenty-three thousand 
five hundred and five American acres, being for four square leagues, measure of Paris, situated on the 
east or left bank of the river Sabine, in the parish of Natchitoches, to Nacogdoches, one-half of the said 
tract lying above or north of the said road, and the other half below or south of it, which tract is one 
moiety of a tract of eight superficial leagues, to wit: four leagues on the east, and four leagues on the 
west side of the Sabine, which were conceded to Vicente Michelé June 17, 1797, by Don José M. Guadiana, 
lieutenant governor for the King at Nacogdoches and its dependencies, and of which he, the said Vicente 
Michelé, was formally put in possession on the 20th day of the same month and year, by Don José Cayetano 
de Zepeda, agreeably to the usages under the Spanish government for that district. The part of said 
grant hereby claimed having been transferred by Vicente Michelé to the claimant for the consideration 
expressed in his deed of sale, bearing date at the post of Nacogdoches, June 19, 1802, and the said claimant 
having occupied and cultivated the said land ever since, and having fully complied with the conditions 
and stipulations on which he obtained the said land, as appears by the authenticated documents fiied in 


this claim, as follows: 


To the lieutenant governor, Mr. Joseph M. Guadiana: 

Sir: Vicente Michelé, a settler of this place of Nuestra Senora del Pilar, of Nacogdoches, in the district 
of the province of Texas, with due respect before your honor, I take the liberty to ask and solicit, agree- 
able to the rules of equity and justice, without any injury to previous solicitations, saith that, residing in 
the settlement of Nacogdoches, and with the intention of remaining in it as a settler, and subject to orders, 
I beg of your benevolence, as invested with the faculty of the distribution of the lands in favor of those 
who should come to settle within this comprehension, grants to me the privilege to settle myself at the 
place called Las Sabinas, my object being to raise horses, cattle, hogs, &c.; the lands on both sides of the 
river Sabine, up to the borders of Gulley, or Arroyo de las Borregas; said place is vacant and unsettled, 
the Indian, Pedro Captain, having quitted and abandoned it, and also his son-in-law, John Boden, since 
better than one year past, as it is well known to the land commissioner of this district; in consequence 
of which, if you are pleased to grant to me, on this side of the river Sabine, two leagues of land, extending 
to the Arroyo de las Borregas on the north course; two more leagues, from the main roads to the middle, 
on the south course; two leagues on the other side of said river, in an easterly direction; two leagues to 
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Se sasicadasineneneen 
the north, meeting the said main roads; to the south two leagues, leaving the Sabine free to the public; 

romising to your honor that a great deal of advantage and benefit will be found by travellers at my 
establishment, as it is my intention to have a canoe for the people to cross with more safety, which ferriage 
I will receive from those who will go about their own business, with exception to those in the King’s service 
or the interests of government, and, besides not admitting any pay, I will at any time be ready personally 
to render any service whatever, and the same with the ministers who will be duly bound to cross the river. 
I will oblige myself to build houses on the said lands, enclosures, and cultivate that portion of the land 
that I possibly can within the time required by the law, by your honor giving me a real and personal 

ossession of the said land; and all that is required as testimony for my own safety and my rights, 
granting me this writing or document on this paper, as there is none of the stamped paper in all this 
vicinity, as the law directs. In witness whereof, I have hereunto signed. Nacogdoches, June 17, 1797. 





VICENTE MICHELE. 


Apply to the procurador, say land commissioner of this district, which will leave the interested party 


in possession of the land of his solicitude, provided there be no interference of a third. 
JOSE N. GUADIANA. 


I, José Cayetano de Zepeda, land commissioner and surveyor for this settlement of Nacogdoches, in 
virtue of the foregoing decree: I have been on the said lands solicited by the said Vicente Michelé, which 
lies on each side of the river Sabine, at the ferry, and known by the name of Las Sabinas; and having seen 
and examined the said place named Las Sabinas, I found no objection in granting to him on the north 
course two leagues on the one and the other side, and on the westward two leagues on each side, leaving 
free and for the public good the Sabines, as also the canoe that will be put for the benefit and good of the 
public, each person paying twenty-five cents, and twenty-five cents for each load of mules, and twenty-five 
cents for each load of horses; and he is to be at any time in readiness for the service of government, with- 
out any charges, also with the ministers. I took with me the said Vicente Michelé, and we went on the 
said courses, and at each corner of said land, and in sign of possession, he made marks on trees, cut some 
trees down, &c.; and I granted him the said possession in the name of his Majesty, in presence of the 
witnesses, my assistants, with whom I did, and for want of a notary public, as there is none here, and 
having wrote this on common paper, having none of the stamped, which I certify. Nacogdoches, June 


20, 1797. 
: JOSEPH CAYETANO DE ZEPEDA. 


JoserH Louis DE LA VEGA. 
Anprus Ruiz. 
[Here follows the transfer of Vicente Michelé to Joseph Miguel Crow, in the post of Nacogdoches, 


June 19, 1802. | 


I, Miguel de Musquez, commandant of this post, lieutenant, military and political, acting in place of 
notary public, with witnesses of assistants, for want of a public officer or notary public, as there is none 
in this comprehension, personally appeared before me Vicente Michelé and Miguel Crow: the first says 
that the lands are his own on the river Sabine, passage to the Sabines, to be transferred unto the said 
Crow, those in the said comprehension that lie on the eastern side of the said river, under the condition 
that he is to remain on the ground and discharge the duties mentioned in the title granted to him for the 
said land, and that the person or persons representing or acting for the above-mentioned Crow, to cross 
as is stipulated and agreed with Vicente Michelé; and in case he should wish to sell or dispose of said 
land, he is duly bound to do it with regard to the conditions herein mentioned, and that the said receives 
the same, and agrees to observe the above conditions as they are stipulated in the grant thereof; and that 
this of writing was extended the same way. It was agreed upon and signed by the said Michelé, and 
Crow made his cross, and I, the said judge, have signed the same, with two witnesses required, which 
I certify. ‘ 

VICENTE MICHELE. 
Witnesses: Mieve pE Musquez. 
Bosste Davenport. 


[Here follows the agreement respecting the plat. ] 


To the commandant : 

Sir: Joseph Miguel Crow, a settler of this jurisdiction of Nuestra Senora del Pilar, of Nacogdoches, 
on the borders of the river Sabines, before you, with due respect, says that, in the month of April, 1796, he 
settled himself on said river, and built a flat on his own account to cross said river with. The conditions 
stipulated in the petition presented at that time for this purpose, which grant was made to him by decree 
of the commandant that had the command that year, and, having misunderstood the said contract, has 
experienced and suffered to this day the greatest extortions with his numerous family, as it is evident, 
seeing himself obliged either to quit or to ask of your notorious goodness to make void his obligations in 
the said contract, and admit the same, as it is an act of justice, and make the following: “That all public 
affairs or King’s business, and also the priests, will pass as soon as they will call, without charges; that 
the carts or wagons, when the river is high, in that case only will pay three dollars, and when the water 
extends in the swamp six dollars each cart. It is well understood this price is for the cart, oxen, &c., 
belonging to the same, together with the horses for the use of those that-conduct the cart. That an empty 
cart at low water will have to pay two dollars, and four dollars at high water; that a single passenger or 
traveller at high water will pay two bits ferriage for himself and two bits for his horse, if he has one, and 
two bits for the load of each mule or horse. In consideration of your goodness, I expect to receive the 


sanction of this my solicitude.” Nacogdoches, May 24, 1803. 
Acting in behalf of JOSEPH CHABEAU, 


MICHAEL CROW. 


“In the town of Nacogdoches, May 25, 1803, I, Miguel de Musquez, military and political commandant 
of this town and its jurisdiction, in consideration of the exposure or representation made by Miguel Crow, 
and the benefit deriving by it to the public of this place, I do hereby approve of the establishing of a flat 
to the foregoing solicitude in order to cross this river, which is commonly wide and rises very frequently. 
‘In consequence of the same, I declare to be granted as he asks, and I have caused the same to be made 
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known to the public, and delivered him a copy of this document, and I have signed the same with two 
witnesses.” 
MIGUEL DE MUSQUEz. 
his 
MIGUEL + CROW. 


mark. 


N. B.—On the twenty-second day of the month of March, in the year eighteen hundred and five, this 
copy was taken from the original, and is true and correct, and compared with that, that remaining in the 
records made by Joseph M. Guadiana and the Lieutenant Miguel de Musquez, my predecessors in com. 
mand, and by the solicitude of Miguel Crow and Jean Say: I sign these presents with two witnesses, ag 
there is no notary public. 

Witnesses: JosepH Manuet Deteapo, 

ManveE. BusraManTE, 
JosePH Joaquin Uearre. 


Srate or Lourstana, Parish of Natchitoches : 


Personally before me, David Case, justice of the peace in and for the parish aforesaid, appeared 
Joseph Carriere, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the foregoing is a true translation from 
the original copy in Spanish. 

Sworn and subscribed to this 8th day of August, A. D. 1820, before me, said David Case, justice of 
the peace in and for the parish aforesaid. 

JOSEPH CARRIERE, 


The following oral testimony has been filed in the claim of Isaac Crow, of a tract of land on the river 
Sabine, at the place where the road from Natchitoches to Nacogdoches crosses the said river: 

“William Shewell, being sworn, deposeth that he is at present nearly eighty years of age, a native 
of the State of Pennsylvania; that about twenty-five years ago he went to Nacogdoches, where he resided 
several years; that his place of residence has been frequently changed since; but having resided under 
the Spanish government, and chiefly within the province of Texas, for the last twenty-five years, and during 
that time having frequently travelled the road between Natchitoches and Nacogdoches, he has been well 
acquainted with a tract of land claimed by Isaac Crow, under his purchase from a man named Vicente 
Michelé, on the river Sabine, where the said road crosses it. The deponent knows that a man named 
Chabineau, was established on the land in question, for the purpose of keeping a ferry, about twenty 
years ago, to the best of his recollection. That the said Chabineau had resided at the place about two 
years, when he was accidentally drowned in crossing the river. That about sixteen or seventeen years 
ago the claimant, Isaac Crow, having married the widow of Chabineau, settled on the land in question, 
and purchased from the said Vicente Michelé the part of the tract which lies on the east or left bank of 
the river, on condition of his keeping up the ferry and crossing of the King’s troops, and the priests, and 
the said Michelé, and those in his employ, free of any ferriage; that he has reason to believe these condi- 
tions were fully complied with on the part of the said Crow, who continued to reside at the place until 
about seven years since, when he left home to attend to some affairs on the east side of the Mississippi, 
and has not since returned, although his family still remains there and has kept up the ferry, and has 


nearly fifty acres of land under cultivation.” 
his 


WM. + SHEWELL. 


mark. 


Sworn and described before me December 30, 1820. 
LEVIN WAILES, Register of the Land Office. 


The land mentioned in the foregoing claim is situated in the Neutral Territory, or in that district of 
country between the Rio Hond oand Sabine, whose jurisdiction was in dispute between the governments 
of the United States and the province of Texas before the treaty ratified February 22, 1819. 

The undersigned register being one of the commissioners for receiving and reporting those claims in 
the Neutral Territory aforesaid, it is proper here to observe that those commissioners agreed to pass over 
all those claims that might have been entered with the register under the act of May 11, 1820, to be 
disposed of in these reports. This claim has therefore been taken up and examined, and, from the docu- 
ments filed and testimony adduced, the claim is recommended for confirmation for a quantity not exceeding 
one league square, or five thousand seven hundred superficial American acres, to be taken on the east 
bank of the river Sabine, in the county of Natchitoches, at the ferry where the road crosses from Natchi- 
toches to Nacogdoches, and to be located the one-half north and the other half south of said road. 

A No. 69. The legal representatives of George Miller, late of the parish of St. Landry, claim a tract 
of land of four hundred and eighty arpents, equal to 406.21 American acres, to wit: twelve arpents in 
front by forty in depth, situated on the Bayou Bourbeaux, in the same parish, and bounded on one side 
by land of Jacob Miller, and on the other side by the domain, at the time of the concession thereof. In 
this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of the said George Miller, 
dated at Opelousas, September 19, 1788, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which 
is subjoined the certificate of approval by the commandant of Opelousas, Mr. Forstall, dated the day and 
year above mentioned, stating that the said described land was of the domain, together with the order of 
survey of Governor Miro, dated June 15, 1791, granting the said land, as solicited, to the said George 
Miller. 

The requéte and concession filed in this claim have been drawn from the office of the surveyor general 
in the city of New Orleaas, which were purchased by the State of Louisiana in 1818, from the succession 
of the late surveyor general of the Spanish province of Louisiana. They appear to be genuine, and the 
claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 70. The legal representatives of Joseph Silvestre, late of the parish of St. Landry, claim a 
tract of land of three hundred and twenty superficial arpents, equal to 270.81 American acres, to 
wit: eight arpents front, with the ordinary depth of forty, situated at a place called the Grand Prairie, 
in the aforesaid parish, and bounded, at the time of the concession thereof, on one side by Mr. Franche, 
and on the other side by Mr. Joseph Fonteneau. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: the requéte of the said Joseph 
Silvestre, dated at Opelousas, August 30, 1780, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, to 
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seciineinate 
which is subjoined the certificate of the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant of Opelousas, dated 
September 4, 1780, stating that the said land was of the domain. The concession or order of survey by 
Governor de Galvez, dated at New Orleans, June 21, 1781, ordering the commandant to put the petitioner 
in possession of the above-described tract of land. 

The requéte and concession filed in this claim have been drawn from the office of the surveyor general 
in the city of New Orleans, which were purchased by the State of Louisiana in 1818, from the succession 
of the late surveyor general of the Spanish province of Louisiana. They appear to be genuine, and the 
claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

B No. 71. Juan Aldereta, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land of eight hundred 
superficial arpents, equal to 677 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents front, situated on the river 
Colorado, with forty in depth, at twenty arpents distance, mvre or less, from the mouth of a river which 
enters four leagues below Rapides, in the parish of Rapides, and bounded, at the time of the concession 
thereof, on both sides by his Majesty’s domain. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: The requéte of the said claimant, 
without date, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which is subjoined the concession 
or order of survey of Governor de Galvez, dated at New Orleans, June 8, 1777, ordering the surveyor of 
the province to establish the petitioner on the above-described tract of land. 

From a view of the documents filed in this claim, it has the appearance of being a forgery. The claim 
js unaccompanied by any oral testimony, and as it may be in the power of the claimant to remove all 
doubts and to establish his title by the introduction of further evidence, it is therefore recommended that 
further time be allowed for that purpose. 

B No. 72. Jean Tomazeau, of the parish of Rapides, claims a tract of land of sixteen hundred superfi- 
cial arpents, equal to 1,354 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents of land front on both sides of the 
Bayou Delorme, in the said parish of Rapides, and below the village Bilocci, with the ordinary depth of 
forty arpents, and bounded above and below by the domain. In this claim the following documents of 
title have been filed, to wit: The requéte of the said claimant, dated at New Orleans, November 8, 1798, 
praying for a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which is subjoined the concession or order of 
survey by Governor Gayoso, dated at New Orleans, November 11, 1798, ordering the surveyor, Don 
Carlos Trudeau, to establish the party upon the above-described land. 

From a view of the documents filed in this claim, it has the appearance of being a forgery. The 
claim is unaccompanied by any oral testimony, and, as it may be in the power of the claimant to remove 
all doubts and to establish his title by the introduction of further evidence, it is therefore recommended 
that further time be allowed for that purpose. 

B No. 78. Louis Duran, of the parish of Ouachita, claims a tract of land of three thousand two. 
hundred superficial arpents, equal to 2,708.10 American acres, to wit: forty arpents of land front, situated 
on both sides of the Petit Bachele, below the village of the Biloccis, in the parish of Rapides, with the 
depth of forty arpents, and bounded on both sides by his Majesty’s domain at the time of the concession 
thereof. In this claim the following documents of title have been filed: the requéte of the claimant, 
without date, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, to which is subjoined the order of 
survey of Governor Miro, dated May 4, 1788, granting the said land as solicited, and ordering the sur- 
veyor, Don Carlos Trudeau, to establish the claimant thereon. 

From a view of the documents filed in this claim, it has the appearance of being a forgery; but, as 
has been mentioned in the other claims, it is recommended to give further time for the introduction of 
testimony, as it may be in the power of the claimant, by that means, to substantiate his claim. 

A No. 74. Joseph Irwin, of the parish of St. Landry, claims a tract of land containing six thousand 
four hundred square arpents, equal to five thousand four hundred and sixteen and two-tenths of an acre, 
to wit: eighty arpents square, situated at the place called the Ant Hill, in the parish of Natchitoches, 
about twenty leagues in a northwesterly direction from the village of Natchitoches, on the river Sabine; 
which tract of land was conceded by the Spanish government to Paul Bonet Lafitte August 16, 1800, by 
Don Miguel de Moral, then civil and military commandant, exercising the office and authority of lieuten- 
ant governor for the town of Nacogdoches and its dependencies. The claimant hath filed in his claim 
the original concession above referred to, to which is annexed an assignment or donation by the said Paul 
Bonet Lafitte to Louis and Cesar Lafitte for the said tract of land, dated September 18, 1800, and a transfer, 
by assignment, of the said land by the said Czesar Lafitte and Louis Lafitte to the claimant, dated September 
10, 1814, which has been duly proved and authenticated before the judge of the parish of Natchitoches, as 
will appear by the certificate under his signature and the seal of his office, dated April 21, 1818. 

It will be seen that no definite quantity of land is expressed in the concession already referred to. 
The claimant, nevertheless, relies on the justice of Congress to confirm his title to the extent he claims, 
because he is well assured that it was well understood between the lieutenant governor and commandant 
at Nacogdoches and the grantee that there were to have been laid off under the said concession the 
quantity of two square leagues of land; and that the claim has, ever since the date of the concession, 
been respected as a valid one by the neighbors to that extent. 

The claimant might refer to many documents in the register’s office of the western district to establish 
that, under the Spanish authorities at Nacogdoches, the grants of land were frequently for two, four, and 
sometimes as many as eight square leagues; he will, however, confine his references to the documents 
filed in the claim of Isaac Crow, and to the testimony in the claim of Pavy and Noyrit, which he hopes 
will satisfy the honorable Congress of the United States that he is at least entitled to so much land as he 
has claimed, and which is Jess than the area of a square league, the smallest quantity for which grants 
from Nacogdoches were usually made. 

The following is an exact translation of the above-mentioned grant, and the transfers made thereof: 

Don Joseph Michel del Moral and Zenaltos, acting as commandant, military and civil, of this town of 
Nacogdoches and its jurisdiction, &c. 

In the execution of the royal jurisdiction which I exercise, and in consideration of the just right 
which Paul Lafitte has to a piece of land to be located at the place called the Ant Hill, he hath appeared 
for the purpose of having the same granted to him; which I order and command, and have signed the 
same, with the two assistant witnesses undersigned, August 16, 1800. In faith whereof, I hereby certify 


the same. : . 
JOSE MIGUEL DE MORAL. 


_ Witnesses: José Detason. 
JOACHIN DE LOS ANGELLES. 





VOL. IvV——65 ce 











514 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 499 


a a 
“T acknowledge, by this writing under my hand, to have given, as a pure donation, to Louis ang 
Cesar Lafitte the above-described land. In faith whereof, I have signed this September 18, 1800, 
“PABLO BONET LAFITTE” 





“Transferred to Joseph Irwin for the sum of five hundred dollars, which he paid me at Bayou Pierre 


September 10, 1814. 
“CASSAR LAFITTE. 
“LOUIS LAFITTE, 
“Witnesses: 
‘* MARCEL DE Soro. 
“‘ Noyrit.” 


The following is a copy of the acknowledgment taken before the judge of the parish of Natchitoches. 

“This 21st day of April, 1818, personally appeared before me, P. D. Cailleau Lafontaine, judge of the 
parish of Natchitoches, in the State of Louisiana, and ex-officio notary public for and in the aforesaiq 
parish, appeared Charles Noyrit, of the said parish, who, in presence of David Case and Miguel Arcienega 
has acknowledged his signature to the above and within deed as witness, and has also declared he wag 
present when the principals, Cesar Lafitte and Louis Lafitte, signed the same in his presence, and the 
said Charles Noyrit signed the same after reading, with the above-named witnesses, the day, month, and 
year above written. 

“NOYRIT. 


“ Attest: Davin Case. 
“ MicuEL ARCIENAGA.” 


“Tn witness whereof, I have hereunto set my name and seal of office. 
“P. D. CAILLEAU LAFONTAINE.” [1.8] 


This is a claim situated in the Neutral Territory, and the same may be here observed as in No. 68, to 
which reference is made. The documents seem to be genuine, and the claim is recommended for con. 
firmation. 

A No. 15. The legal representatives of Joseph Valliere Dauterive claim a tract of land containing 
1,600 superficial arpents, equal to 1,354 American acres, to wit: twenty arpents front on both sides of the 
river Teché, with forty arpents in depth, bounded at the time of the concession on one side by the land of 
the Widow Gregoire, and on the other side by land claimed by the Chetimaches Indians. 

In this ciaim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: Ist. The requéte of the said 
Joseph Valliere Dauterive, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land, and dated August 2, 1788, 
2d. The certificate of approval by the Chevalier de Clouet, commandant of the post of Attakapas, stating the 
lands to be of the domain, dated September 22, 1778. 3d. The concession or order of survey by Governor 
de Galvez, ordering the said commandant to put the petitioner in possession of the land prayed for. 4th, 
The certificate of the said commandant, stating that he had put the party in possession of said land in 
presence of witnesses, dated November 20,1780. 5th. The patent or title in form to Joseph Valliere 
Dauterive for the said described tract of land, dated at New Orleans, January 15, 1783, and signed by 
Governor Miro. 

The documents of title in this claim have been examined, and are thought to be genuine. An 
endorsement, in the handwriting of the former register, is found on the files in the following words: 
“Copied from the originals, which have been carefully examined and found to be of unquestionable 
authenticity,” and signed by the said register. 

The claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 16. The legal representatives of Pierre Naizat claim a tract of land containing 480 superficial 
arpents, equal to 406.21 American acres, to wit: twelve arpents front, with forty in depth, twenty whereof 
to be taken in the woods, and the remainder in the prairie at a place called the Grande Coulee, running 
east and west, and bounded at the time of the concession by the King’s domain. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed, to wit: 1st. The requéte of the said 
Pierre Naizat for the above-described tract of land, dated July 28, 1774. 2d. The order of the survey or 
concession by Governor de Unzaga, Ordering the commandant to put the petitioner in possession of the 
land prayed for, and to fix and place the boundaries thereof, dated January 15,1776. 3d. The certificate 
of the Chevalier de Clouet, commandant of Attakapas, setting forth that, in pursuance of the governor's 
decree, he had put the petitioner in possession of the land solicited, and fixed the boundaries, in presence 
of witnesses, dated November 24, 1776. 4th. The patent or title in form to the said Pierre Naizat for 
the above-described tract of land, dated at New Orleans, January 5, 1777, and signed by Governor de 
Galvez. 

On examination of the patent or title in form, (titulo en forma,) it is found to correspond with the 
abstract of patents deposited in this office. It is believed to be genuine, and the claim is therefore 
recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 17. The legal representatives of Mr. De Villieres claim a tract of land containing 480 super- 
ficial arpents, equal to four hundred and six and twenty-one-hundredths American acres, to wit: six arpents 
front by forty in depth, situated on the left bank of the river Teché, and the same quantity on the east 
bank, commencing at the boundary of Gregoire Pellerin, thence descending the said bayou to the Indian 
village. 

In this claim the following documents of title have been filed: 1st. The requéte of Thomas Acken, 
dated at Attakapas, September 15, 1771, soliciting a grant of the above-described tract of land. 2d. The 
certificate of the commandant of Attakapas, Mr. Fuselier de la Claire, approving the said requéte, and 
certifying that the land was of the domain, dated January 24,1772. 3d. The concession or order of survey 
by Governor de Unzaga, without date, ordering the said commandant to put the petitioner in possession 
of the above land, and to fix and place the boundaries thereof. 4th. The certificate of the same com- 
mandant, setting forth that, in pursuance of the governor’s order, he had put the petitioner in possession 
of the land solicited, in presence of the neighbors, and fixed the boundaries thereof, dated May 12, 1772. 
5th. The patent or title in form to Thomas Acquen for the said tract of land, dated at New Orleans, 
November 6, 1772, and signed by Governor de Unzaga. 6th. A certificate written on tlie above requeéte, 
dated May 20, 1778, and signed by the Chevalier de Clouet, then commandant of Attakapas, certifying 
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the transfer of the said title to Mr. De Villieres. th. A paper written under the private signature of 
Thomas Acken, whereby it appears that he had transferred the said land to Mr, De Villieres. 

On examination of the patent or title in form, (titulo en forma,) it is found to correspond with the 
abstract of patents deposited in this office. It is believed to be genuine, and the claim is therefore recom- 
mended for confirmation. 

A No. 78. The legal representatives of John Gradenigo, late of the county of Opelousas, deceased, 
claim a tract of land containing 240 superficial arpents, equal to about 203 acres, being for six arpents 
front, with forty arpents in depth, situated in the parish of St. Landry. The claimants have referred for 
evidence of their title to the following documents already on record in the register’s office at Opelousas, 
that is to say: a concession made February 11, 1765, by Messrs. Aubrey, commandant, and Foucault, 
ordonnateur, officers under the government of the French province of Louisiana, to Mr. Guillory, for “six 
arpents of land front on the bayou of Opelousas, with the ordinary depth, bounded on one side by the 
vacherie of Mr. Ricard, and on the other side by the part which may be occupied by Mr. Lamerand, and 
ten other arpents front on the bayou Boeuf,” an authenticated extract from which concession or grant, given 
by Mr. Gurley, former register of the land office at New Orleans, is recorded in the register’s office at 
(pelousas, in book No. 4, page 104; also an extract from the registry of proceedings of the superior 
council of the province of Louisiana, dated December 29, 1766, by which the land mentioned in the 

receding are adjudicated to the grantee in a suit between him and a Madame Girard; subjoined. to 
which, under date of April 27, 1778, is an original instrument, by which Baptiste Guillory (supposed to 
be the son of Gregoire Guillory, the grantee) has sold and transferred, in presence of Mr. de Clouet, then 
commandant, the title of the land mentioned in the decision of the superior council aforesaid to the above- 
named John Gradenigo, which decision and transfer of title are also recorded in the register’s office at 
(Opelousas, in book No. 4, pages 105 to 108, inclusive, out of which lands the said Gradenigo having sold 
put the part fronting on bayou Beeuf, of ten by forty arpents, to John Tear, to whom the title was con- 
firmed by the certificate of the late board of commissioners, marked A No. 93, it necessarily results that 
the six arpents front now claimed must still be of right the property of the heirs of the deceased John 
Gradenigo, who have solicited a confirmation of their title. 

The documents of title in this claim seem to be genuine, the facts stated in the notice to be true, and 
the claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

_A No. 79. The legal representatives of Louis Latiolais, of the county of Attakapas, deceased, claim 
800 superficial arpents of land, equal to 677 acres, to wit: twenty arpents front by the depth of forty arpents, 
situated in the quarter of Bellevue, on Placquemine Brule, in the parish of St. Landry, and bounded on 
one side by land formerly owned by Sibrairie Saunier, and on the other side by that which formerly 
belonged to Mr. Mondon. 

The claimants have referred for evidence of their title to the abstract from patents furnished for the 
use of the board of commissioners, and now making part of the records in the office of the register at 
Opelousas, by which it will be seen that on March 5, 1778, the said tract of land was patented by the 
then governor of the province of Louisiana to Bertrand Auret. And they have filed with this notice an 
authenticated copy from the records of the office of the judge of the parish of St. Landry, of a sale made 
of the above-described tract of land, dated November 21, 1790, by the commandant of Opelousas, to 
Dejean and Lastrapes, for the benefit of the creditors of the said Auret; and also of an act executed 
betore Celestin Lavergne, notary public for the parish of St. Landry, dated September 23, 1820, by which 
Henry Lastrapes, surviving partner of the house of Dejean & Lastrapes, acknowledges to have sold and 
received payment from the aforesaid Louis Latiolais, deceased, of the above-described tract of land. 

The patent or title in form (titulo en forma) filed in this claim has been examined, and is found to 
correspond with the abstract of patents making part of the records of this office. It is believed to be 
genuine, and the claim is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 80. The legal representatives of Michel Bernard, late of the parish of St. Martin’s, deceased, 
claim 800 superficial arpents of land, equal to seven hundred and ten and eighty-six-hundredths American 
acres, being for ten arpents front by the depth of forty-two arpents on each side of the Bayou Carencro, 
bounded, at the date of the grant on one side by the land of John Gilbeau, and on the other side by 
the land of Silvian Broussard; which tract of land was granted by Governor de Galvez March 5, 1778. 

The claimants have referred for the evidence of their title to the abstract of patents furnished for the 
use of the commissioners, and now making part of the records of the register’s office in Opelousas; and 
also to the record book No. 3, page 316, in which the original patent herein referred to has been 
enregistered by the late register, but delivered out without the same having been acted on by the board 
of commissioners. 

On examining this claim it is found not exactly to correspond with the abstract of patents, as it 
regards the quantity; the dates and boundaries, however, are found to be similar. But on referring to the 
record, the patent is found in due form as mentioned by the claimant. No claim corresponding with this 
has ever been acted upon in this office. 

It is considered genuine, and is therefore recommended for confirmation. 

A No. 81. John Sibley, of the parish of Natchitoches, claims a tract of land containing 6,944 super- 
ficial arpents, equal to 5,876.57 American acres, being the place known by the name of Peach Mount, in 
the said parish of Natchitoches; which tract of land was conceded by the Spanish government to Joseph 
Wallace April 12, 1790, by Antonio Gil y Barvo, then captain of militia, and exercising the functions of 
governor of the town of Nacogdoches and its dependencies. 

The claimant hath filed the original concession above referred to, on which is endorsed a transfer of 
the above-described land to the claimant and William C. Alexander, signed by Thomas Wallace, the son 
of the grantce, as well in his own name as for the other heirs of the said Joseph Wallace, and dated at 
Natchitoches, May 20, 1809. He hath likewise filed an authenticated copy of a judicial sale of the 
undivided half of the said land, being the part appertaining to William C. Alexander, dated June 21, 
1819, under the signature and seal of Charles Slocum, judge of the said parish of Natchitoches, at which 
sale the claimant became the purchaser, thereby making himself the proprietor of the whole tract above 
described. 

The documents of title in this claim appear to be genuine, and it is therefore recommended for 
confirmation. 

A No. 82. Simon Le Blanc, of the county of Attakapas, claims a tract of land containing two 
hundred and forty superficial arpents, equal to 203.10 American acres, to wit: six arpents front on 
the west side of the Bayou Vermilion, with the depth of forty arpents, in the county of Attakapas, 
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bounded on one side by the land of Michel Pevoto, as set forth in the original requéte and certificate of 
the commandant, and on the other by vacant land. 

In support of this claim the claimant refers to the requéte and certificate of the commandant of the 
post of Attakapas, Mr. Louis C. Le Blanc, of date September 3, 1798, which was entered with the register 
and receiver under the act of March 10, 1812; and by some neglect the claim by them was reported No, 7] 
for only four arpents front instead of ten, as will be seen in the record of the above-mentioned claim, No. 
30, pages 23 and 24, in which it will be scen that he was entitled to the residue he now claims. 

This is a claim presented for revision, and on examining it the register and receiver have certainly 
erred in their report, and it is therefore recommended for confirmation for the quantity claimed. 

A No. 83. The legal representatives of Jacques Fontenot. It appears by the register’s letter of date 
July 14, 1820, to Mr. De Baillou, a person of intelligence in the neighborhood of this claim, that a requéte 
and order of survey for a tract of land conceded by Governor Galvez to Jacques Fontenot, of ten arpents 
front, with forty in depth, in the Grand Prairie at the Petit Chene, on the Bayou Catarau, in Opelousas, 
was delivered to the register before the passage of the law by Congress of May 11, 1820, after which, ag 
appears by said letter, the register wrote to Mr. De Baillou for information. — 

It seems from the memorandum of the register that the grant was filed with him by one Joseph 
Fontenot, and his object seems to have been to ascertain all the owners of the land;. and from a letter on 
file, from Samuel Hook, of date November 8, 1820, it seems that part of the land is owned by the heirs of 
Simon Hook, but no deeds of sale are produced. 

In acting upon these claims, the undersigned considers it the great object of the government of the 
United States to carry into effect the inchoate acts of the former governments, and where it is manifest 
that the former government intended to invest an individual with part of its domain the present govern- 
ment ought to consummate it in favor of the legal representatives of the grantee. For a person holding 
under the original grantee may, it is conceived, avail himself of such a confirmation in the same manner 
as if the act of confirmation had been special to him. And the original grant in this claim bearing every 
mark of authenticity, it is recommended for confirmation, for the quantity and at the place mentioned in 
the grant, to the legal representatives of Jacques Fontenot, the original grantee. 

B No. 84. John Hayes has filed a notice for a tract of land on the Bayou Petit Ance, for ten arpents 
front, with the ordinary depth, founded, as stated in the notice, on a Spanish grant which is lost, or in the 
hands of Louis de Blanc, absent in New Orleans. It has never been produced, and no document of title 
accompanies the notice; it is therefore rejected. 

B No. 85. Mathurin Guillot. This is a claim founded on a requéte to Pierre Landerneau, and not 
coming within the provisions of the law, it is rejected. 2 

B No. 86. Heirs of King Holstein. This claim is founded on a requéte only, and not coming within 
the provisions of the law, it is rejected. 

A No. 87. John Stine has filed his notice for the revision of his claim under the 4th section of the 
act by virtue of which these claims have been entered. It was rejected by the late board of commissioners, 
composed of the register and receiver, in their report of December 30, 1815, under the No. 721, and in 
class No. 8. In the files of this claim is found the following note, by and in the handwriting of the then 
register, of date September 9, 1820, viz: : 

“The enclosed requéte is filed hy Mr. John Stine, to be laid before Congress as evidence of the 
validity of his claim filed with the register October 29, 1812, No. 576. The circumstances attending 
this claim are the following, as known to the present register, to wit: ; ; 

“That in filing his claim with the late register for a tract of land conceded to said Stine by the 
Spanish government, of eight arpents front, with the ordinary depth of forty arpents, at a place called Grand 
Coat, the requéte now filed must have been presented, and as no notice was made for it, it is presumed 
the register must have supposed the requéte to be a paper belonging to the Grand Coat claim; it was 
accordingly laid among the papers of that claim and overlooked. It bears on'the back, in the handwriting 
of the then translator of the board, these words, ‘Stine’s requéte.’ Mr. Stine can establish by testimony 
that he has exercised ownership over the said land by building a cabin on it and cultivating a garden, 
before the change of government, intending at that time to make it the place of his residence. The paper 
above mentioned was not found until after the claim No. 576 had been reported.” 

The following testimonial proof is also found on file, viz: : 

“In the claim of John Stine, Luke Briant, being sworn, deposeth and saith that he is well acquainted 
with the said land, and with the claimant, who is the head of a family, and more than fifty years of age; 
that in the latter part of the year 1801, or the commencement of the year 1802, he, the deponent, was on 
the said land, when he recollects there was a small house thereon, in which the claimant had (as the 
deponent was informed and believes) resided; that there were several acres of the land then cleared and 
prepared for cultivation, a part of which had been cultivated that or the preceding year; that there were 
several bearing peach trees on said land, which was spoken of then by the neighbors as belonging to 
said Stine, and has ever since been respected by them as his property. The deponent further saith that 
he acquired a knowledge of the above circumstances from being in treaty with the said Stine for the 
purchase of the said land at the time he visited it, but as the terms of payment which he proposed were 
not such as Mr. Stine thought proper to accept, they did not agree. Sworn November 25, 1820.” 

The requéte is filed, bearing date June 26, 1796, in which the said John Stine states himself for some 
years a resident in the post of Attakapas, and, wishing to form a settlement in the said post for the sub- 
sistence of his wife and two children, solicits a grant for 10 arpents front, with the depth of 20 or 25 arpents, 
on the east side of the Bayou Teché, in the rear of Mr. McCarty’s land, to commence at a point on the 
grand woods fronting the island called Sassafras, and thence running downward. The certificate of 
vacancy by the commandant, Luengo, is attached. The whole seems to be genuine and authentic. 
Although the claim does not come within the terms of the law, being neither a grant nor order of 
survey, yet presenting the strongest points of equity, showing that everything was done by the claimant 
which could have been required of him, many years ago, when the claim would have been sanctioned had 
not the requéte been unfortunately mislaid. ; 

It-is therefore recommended for confirmation for 250 superficial arpents, in conformity with the requéte. 

B No. 88. Claim of John Shult. This is a claim presented for revision under the fourth section of the 
act by virtue of which these claims have been entered. 

It was reported by the register and receiver in their report of December 30, 1815, under the No. 401, 
in class 7. The additional testimony offered tends to establish the claim by settlement only; besides which, 
it appearing to be north of Red river, it is out of this jurisdiction. It is therefore rejected. 
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B No. 89. Claim of Frangois Gonsoulin. This is a claim founded on a requéte of date December 10, 
1802, in the name of the claimant, for 640 superficial arpents of land in the rear of a tract already owned 
by the said claimant. This, also, is a claim presented for revision, as appears from the register’s note on 
the files, in the following words: rye ; ; 

“Francois Gonsoulin’s requéte, to be filed in his claim entered December 24, 1812, see registers No. 
187, received August 30, 1820, and to be reported under the act of Congress entitled ‘An act supplementary 
to the several acts for the adjustment of land claims in the State of Louisiana,’ approved May 11, 1820. 

“Qn referring to this claim it is found to have been reported by the register and receiver in their 
report of December 30, 1815, under the No. 384, in class No. 7. It was there claimed by virtue of 
settlement only.” — : 

It does not come within the provisions of the law, nor is it accompanied by any of the equitable 
circumstances of the preceding claim, No. 87. It ought therefore to be rejected. 

A No. 90. Claim of Louis Guillory. This is a claim for nine arpents front by forty deep, situated in 
the county of Opelousas, in the quarter of the Grand Prairie, alleged in the notice to be a part of a grant 
to one Pinel from the Spanish government, which is said to have been destroyed by fire. 

It is much to be regretted that the claimant has not furnished more proof, both of the existence of 
the grant and of its probable loss by fire, because the undersigned is persuaded, from the character of the 
claimant and witnesses, that a grant must have existed, as is stated in the notice, and by one of the 
witnesses themselves. 

In this claim Jean Lafleur, aged forty-nine years, being sworn, says that the land in question is well 
known to him; that it is a matter of public notoriety that it makes part of the concession from the Spanish 
government to a man named Pinel, for twenty-five arpents front; that it was purchased by this deponent 
more than twenty years past from a man named Lamoth, and about seventeen years past sold by this 
deponent to the present claimant, who is forty-one years of age, and has a family consisting of a wife and ten 
children; that the land in question has been constantly inhabited and cultivated from the earliest recollec- 
tion of the deponent to the present time: first by the grantee, Pinel, afterwards by Nicholas Lamoth, and 
subsequently by the present claimant, by Madame the Widow Fusilier, and others; that it is known to 
this deponent that the present claimant never had any concession of land from the Spanish government, 
and that the tract in question is the only land from which he expects to draw a subsistence and support 
for his numerous family of children. The deponent further saith that, although the title of a part of the 
said land has passed through him, he is in no respect interested in its confirmation or rejection, having 
made a sale without guaranteeing the validity of the title. 

Charles Soileau, being sworn, and having had explained to him the testimony of J. Lafleur, declares 
that the principal facts therein stated are known to him to be true. Sworn September 14, 1820. 

In the handwriting of the former register is found the following memorandum in this claim, viz: 


““ NoveMBER 15, 1798. 
“ Nicholas Lamoth sells to Jean Lafleur six arpents front of land, with the ordinary depth, in Grand 
Prairie, bounded on one side by Nicholas Deshotel, and on the other by Jacques Deshotel.” 


“ June 7, 1803. 


“By two deeds of sale duly executed, both of this date, by Jean Lafleur to Louis Guillory, jr., one 
for four and the other for two arpents front, the tract of land above described, in the deed from Lamoth 
to Lafleur, appears to have been conveyed to said Guillory.” 





“ Ocroper 25, 1797. 


“Nicholas Lamoth sells six other arpents, understood to be out of the same original tract, to Jacques 
Deshotel. This deed is written in Spanish, and is signed by Lamoth, but does not appear to have been 
officially executed.” 

“ Ocroper 24, 1810. 


“ Jacques Deshotel sells the same land to Francois Guillory. This deed executed before George King, 
parish judge, and duly recorded.” 

“It is understood that the tracts claimed by the Messrs. Guillory, making together twelve arpents 
front, are a part of the same original tract out of which Madame Helen Sorleau claimed, and has had 
confirmed to her under occupancy, by certificate B 1420, a tract of ten arpents front. The whole of these 
three tracts are said to proceed originally from a man named Pinel, to whom it is said to have been 
conceded by the Spanish government. It is also said that the original document of title under which 
Pinel held was destroyed by fire, and that the land being a donation from Pinel to Lamoth, no deed was 
ever executed. It is known that at that date it was very common to transfer lands in what was termed 
good faith, without executing any deed.” 

_ Perhaps this claim does not come within the provisions of the law, regarding its strict letter; but, 
taking into consideration the length of time, and the quo animo the claimant has possessed the land, a 
title to which he solicits, it would be but just on the part of the government to confirm the party in his 
claim to nine arpents front by forty in depth, in the place above mentioned, to adjoin the land confirmed 
to Madame Helen Soileau, by commissioners’ certificate marked B No. 1420. 

_ BNo. 91. The legal representatives of Marie de St. Denis This claim is for a league square on the 
Kesatchie, in the county of Natchitoches, situated between two bayous which run out above the land 
cultivated by Goutierre at the time of the concession. 

The claim is founded on a grant which accompanies the notice, of date September 11, 1769, in favor 
of Marie de St. Denis, wife of De Soto, and signed by the Chevalier de Villier, in these words: “In con- 
sideration of the above statement, we have granted, by the ordinary depth, to the said Madame de St. 
Denis Soto, the land which she demands, in order to make crops, as well as to settle the said vacharie. In 
faith whereof, we have signed at Natchitoches, this 12th September, 1769. 

“LE CHE. DE VILLIER.” 


The requéte preceding this grant is in the usual form, praying for a tract as described above, situated 
between two small bayous, &c., with the ordinary depth, called the Laurel tract. 

The Chevalier de Villier is addressed in the requéte by the style of “captain of infantry, and com- 
manding at Natchitoches for the King.” 
Judge Murray, agent for the claimants, in his notice, styles him the “ French governor of Natchitoches.” 
The nature of the present document of title depends upon the capacity in which the Chevalier de 
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Villier acted, whether as commandant or as governor; if the first, the document is but a requéte, his act 
amounting to the usual certificate of vacancy only; if the latter, it must be considered as a grant, though 
not clothed with the usual forms. The claim as it now presents itself cannot be recommended for confirma. 
tion; but the undersigned would recommend that a further time may be given for its re-examination, in 
order that the nature and authenticity of the grant may be scrutinized and the location properly fixed. 

B No. 92. Representatives of Louis Monet. This is a claim for forty arpents front on Red river, by 
the depth of four arpents, making the superficial area claimed one hundred and sixty arpents, by virtue 
of a Spanish grant by the Baron de Carondelet to Louis Monet, of date May 12, 1792. 

On examining the claims of this office, the same, or one precisely similar, has been confirmed to the 
widow of the said Louis Monet, by commissioners’ certificate, marked B No. 2112. This, therefore, ought 
to be rejected. cx 

B No. 93. Claim of Edward McLaughlin, assignee of Joseph Procelle. This is a claim presented for 
revision; it has been reported by the register and receiver in their report of December 30, 1815, under 
the No. 954, in class 8. Additional testimony is now offered to substantiate the claim by settlement only, 
It is therefore not recommended for confirmation. ot 

B No. 94. Legal representatives of Jane Ramsay claim 2,000 arpents, in virtue of a decree of con. 
cession of March 3, 1787. L. J. Barbin styling himself clerk and translator L. O. E. D., State of Louisiana, 
certifies, February 17, 1818, that among the Spanish records, &c., the following was found, which, 
translated, is as follows: 

“ Marcu 3, 1787. 


“To Mrs. Jane Ramsay, a decree which is in file of this office. To Mrs. Jane Ramsay, widow of Mr. 
Ramsay, an officer who was in the service of his Britannic Majesty, who solicits the possession of 3,150 
acres for an English concession which her husband possessed in West Florida; she may place or locate 
the following decree or order for Natchez: 

“New Orveans, March 3, 1787. 


“ Ag soon as the party shall have found 2,000 arpents of vacant land, in conformity with her solici- 
tation, the concession thereof may be granted her in consideration of what she states.” 

It does not appear by this certificate that the decree was obtained in the usual form, and signed by 
the Spanish governor, who, at that time, was Miro. Besides which, what is called the grant seems only 
a special permission to the party to locate 2,000 arpents on vacant land, that the concession thereof may be 
granted her. It does not appear that she ever availed herself of this permission, and, for aught we know, 
she may have left the Spanish dominions before locating her claim, which, of itself, would operate the 
nullity of the grant. 

B No. 95. Louis Cartier claims 280 acres of land in the county of Opelousas, Grand Prairie. It was 
formerly reported by the register and receiver, December 30, 1815, under the No. 924, in class 8. The 
additional testimony now offered only tends to establish the claim by right of settlement and occupancy. 
It ought therefore to be rejected. 

B No. 96. Thomas Wallace has presented this claim for revision. It was reported by the register 
and receiver, December 30, 1815, under the No. 726, class 8. The additional testimony now offered tends 
only to establish the claim by right of settlement and occupancy. It ought therefore to be rejected. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
VALENTINE KING, Register. 
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AMOUNT OF FORFEITURES BY PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 7, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 3, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of January 21, 1826, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to the House “the amount of money paid by the purchasers of 
public lands which have become forfeited to the United States from the commencement of the land system 
of the United States to the present time, designating the amount in each State and Territory,” I have the 
honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Register of the Treasury, and the statement therein referred 
to, which contain the information required by the resolution. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
tMICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the SpeaKer of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 2, 1826. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit herewith a statement exhibiting the amount of forfeitures which 
have accrued from the sales of public lands from the opening of the land offices to December 31, 1824, in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 21st ultimo. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount paid by individuals on account of the sales of public lands, which became for- 
feited to the United States in the several land offices within the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Mississippi, and Alabama, and the Territory of Michigan, from the opening of the land offices to December 
31, 1824, to which is added th: forfeitures arising from sales made at New York in 1787, and at Pittsburg 


in 1796. 
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JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 2, 1826. 
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LEAD MINES AND SALT SPRINGS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 8, 1826. 


To the Senate of the United States : . 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 15th of December last, I communicate herewith 
reports from the Secretaries of the Treasury and of War, and from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, with documents relating to the lead mines and salt springs, containing the information desired by 


the resolution. 
: JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuineton, February T, 1826. 





Treasury Department, February 6, 1826. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of December 15, 
1825, requesting “the President of the United States to cause the Senate to be furnished with an abstract 
of the leases made for lead mines and salt springs since March 3, 1807, with the amount of rent annually 
accruing upon each lease, and the amount paid into the treasury; also, with a copy of the instructions 
under which the agent for lead mines is now acting in the State of Missouri and upon the Upper Missis- 
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sippi, and a statement of the annual expense attending upon his agency,” has the honor to transmit here. 
with a letter from the Register of the Treasury with the statement therein referred to, which contain al] 
the information in the department not already communicated by the Commissioner of the General Land 


Office upon the subject of the said resolution. 
Respectfully submitted. 


The Preswwent of the United States. 





RICHARD RUSH. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 30, 1826. 


Sir: Agreeably to your instructions, predicated on the resolution of the Senate of the United States 
in relation to the salines and lead mines of the United States, I have the honor to report that the whole 
amount of moneys received into the treasury from the salines, as per statement A, is twenty-eight thousand 
three hundred and ninety dollars and sixty-five cents; and that the whole amount of moneys received into 
the treasury from the lead mines, as per statement B, is two thousand dollars and seventy-seven cents, 

I beg leave also to refer to statements C, D, and E, in relation to the rents accruing on the salineg 


and one of the lead mines, taken from the accounts as settled at the treasury. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


JOSEPH NOURSE. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 

Statement of the amount paid into the treasury on account of the rent of the saline near the 
1811.—By Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory.............. $2,500 00 
1812.—By Taylor, Wilkins & Co., lessees of the saline.................... 7,910 25 
ee a | eT e e ee  P ETE LE Tee TOPE eT eee 13,750 00 
i ee Te Tere Te Tee TCT TOT TET ET eee Tee 4,000 00 


Statement of moneys paid into the treasury on account of the rent of the salt spring upon section 
34, township 11, range 3, in the Steubenville district. 


NE a cee e hanes adda ROMANS HRRRE ROD $76 80 
elt ee NEE POETS OT ESTO EET Tee Tee 76 80 
ET ELE ERT OT ee eT eee 76 80 


Statement of moneys paid into the treasury on account of the rent of the lead mines in Missouri. 


eoecerresree esr eer ee eeee ee eeeeeeer eee ees eeeesesesi eee eeeeeed 


1818.—By Frederick Bates, agent 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 30, 1826. 


C. 


Wabash. 


$28,160 25 


230 40 


28,390 65 





2,000 77 
30,391 42 








Abstract of the amount of rent accruing from the saline on the Wabash, taken from the accounts (as settled at 
the treasury) of the agents, Isaac White and Leonard White, and the lessee, John Bate. 


seer eres eae es oer eeeeeee eee ese eneeeeeseseeeseesene 


For the year 1807, Isaac White, agent 
On June 20, 1810, Leonard White, agent 
As Oe CUNT WO NE NG so nai g odes dsb Neb ees sedneeod due sdeee 
From September 1, 1810, to August 31, 1811, Leonard White, agent.................04- 
From September 1, 1811, to August 31, 1812, Leonard White, agent................000- 
From September 1, 1812, to August 31, 1813, Leonard White, agent................000- 
From September 1, 1813, to March 16, 1814, Leonard White, agent................2000% 
From March 17, 1814, to March 16, 1815, lease to John Bate............... errr 
From March 17, 1815, to March 16, 1816, lease to John Bate...........eceeeeeeee 
From March 17, 1816, to March 16, 1817, lease to John Bate...............000008 


eoeoeeeeer eee eee eee eee toes ores ee eeeeeseeeeseee 





From June 19, 1817, to August 26, 1818, Leonard White, agent....... . 


Bushels of salt............ ‘ 


eevee eererseseeoeeereeeseeeseeseeeaesreeeeeesene @eoresevae 





Bushels. 


1,000 00 
6,000 00 
6,000 00 
5,600 00 
5,600 00 
5,600 00 
3,045 00 


120,300 00 
5,249 19 


—__—————— 


158,394 19 


—_—— 
——$§§ — 
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D. 


Statement of the amount of rent annually accruing from the salt spring upon section No. 34, township No. 11, 
range No. 3, in the Steubenville district ; lease from David Hoge to John Peterson. 











ae Ue ey, Sere, OO NE EN, POG iiss vei sence scutes ce ececsaceectowsesoices .. $76 80 
eas Mmeeene We, Pees, CO AMOS ED, OIG. ci see dns os sevsceaveessteceseaseuaces 76 80 
Oe ee ee re re ee 76 80 
~ 230 40 

E. 


Statement of the amount of rent annually accruing from the lead mines in Missouri ; lease from Frederick 
Bates to A. Partenay. 


$2354 97 


Siem September 16, IGEE, to Septensher 16, 11D. osc in ic cscccecceecceseesacccsenecsnees 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 











Treasury DEPARTMENT, Jtegister’s Office, January 30, 1826. 





War Department, January 12, 1826. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the Senate of the 15th ultimo, requesting 
the President of the United States ‘to cause the Senate to be furnished with an abstract of the leases 
made for lead mines and salt springs since March 3, 1807, with the amount of rent annually accruing 
upon each lease, and the amount paid into the treasury; also, with a copy of the instructions under which 
the agent for lead mines is now acting in the State of Missouri and upon the Upper Mississippi, and a 
statement of the annual expense attending upon his agency,” has the honor to transmit herewith a report 
of the Ordnance department, with accompanying documents, marked A, B, and C, which furnish all the 


information in the Department of War in relation to the resolution. 
JAMES BARBOUR. 


The Preswwent of the United States. 





Orpnance DepartMentT, Washington, January 11, 1826. 


Sir: In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 15th ultimo, in the following words, to wit: 
“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to cause the Senate to be furnished with 
an abstract of the leases made for lead mines and salt springs since March 3, 1807, with the amount of 
rent annually accruing upon each lease, and the amount paid into the treasury; also, with a copy of the 
instructions under which the agent for lead mines is now acting in the State of Missouri and upon the 
Upper Mississippi, and a statement of the annual expense attending his agency,” I have the honor to 
transmit to you, herewith, papers marked A, B, and ©, which contain all the information required that can 
be furnished by this department. 

Statement A exhibits an abstract of all the leases made of United States lead mines since November 
29, 1821, (the date of the transfer of their superintendence to the War Department,) the amount of rent 
(in lead) which has annually accrued upon each lease, and the amount paid to the United States. In 
reference to that part of the resolution making inquiry as to “the amount (of rent) paid into the treasury,” 
Ihave to state that no money has been paid into the treasury on account of rent, as all the rents have 
been paid in lead, which has been deposited in store for the public use. 

Statement B exhibits the amount of expense attending upon the agency for the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1825, and the amount of the estimate for the same object for the year ensuing, calculated to 
meet the demand which the probable increase of rents will create. 

It will be remarked, that neither the pay of the agent nor of his assistant have been included in the 
statement of the expenses of the agency for the last year. These have been omitted for the reasons that 
the agent is an officer of the army, and has been paid no more than his rank entitled him to, and that his 
assistant has been paid in lead from the rents received by the agent. This mode of compensating the 
assistant is not, however, considered to be the most approved; and therefore, in the estimate for the 
present year, an item is inserted expressly to meet that object, but it was adopted at the time from neces- 
sity. It was found by experience that, from the great distance of the principal mining districts from 
each other, the business could not be properly attended to without an assistant, and one was therefore 
employed, and upon the terms stated, as there was no other way perceived by which the consequent 
expense could be met. 

Statement C contains the instructions under which the agent for the lead mines is now acting. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
G. BOMFORD, Brevet Colonel, on ordnance service. 

Hon, James Barsour, Secretary of War. 
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A. 


Abstract of leases made of the United States lead mines since November 29, 1821, (the date of the transfer 
their superintendence to the War Department,) showing the amount of rent (in lead) which has annually 


————— 


accrued, and the amount which has been paid to the United States on each lease. 
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Note.—Until September 30, 1822, no leases were granted ; and it will be perceived that no returns have been received from many of those above 
mentioned. This is accounted for by the circumstance of the late periods at which they were obtained. 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, January 11, 1826. 





B 


Statement of the annual expense attending upon the agency for the 


. 


the year ending September 30, 1825. 


Amount paid during the year ending September 30, 1825, viz: 


For clerk hire, labor, &c......... 
For stationery and printing 


eer eee eeeee eee vee 


eeoteeereeeeeeeese 


ose ee eee eee eee eeeeeereeeeeseesr eee eeseeeeeeSeeeseeseseeesesee 


For transporting and storing lead, and other incidental expenses...........sceeeeeeecees 


Inited States lead mines, commencing with 


$217 94 
54 34 
"7 49 


349 11 
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Estimated amount required to meet the expenses of the lead mines for the year 1826, viz: 
For expenses at the lead mines, for transporting 200,000 pounds of lead from the mines in 











Missouri to the Mississippi river, at $5 per thousand ................ cc cece ee ee ees $1,000 00 

For transporting 150,000 pounds from Fever river to St. Louis, at $4 per thousand........ 600 00 
For storage of 350,000 pounds of lead, at 75 cents per thousand..................0..0085 262 50 
For the hire of persons to assist in collecting the rents and in transporting the lead .... 700 00 
For stationery, printed blanks, and other incidental expenses. ..............00ceeeeeeees 237 50 
2,800 00 








OrpNANcE DepartMENT, January 11, 1826. 





To all whom tt may concern: 


Be it known that Lieutenant Martin Thomas, of the army of the United States, has been appointed by 
the President, on the part of the United States, agent for granting leases of the lead mine lands belonging 
to the same, subject to his approval and ratification, and to receive all rents which are and which may 
become due on all mines the property of the United States which have been worked, and which may 
hereafter be worked during the continuance of this appointment or agency; and to which all those con- 
cerned are hereby required to attend, and govern themselves accordingly. 

By order of the War Department: 
GEO. BOMFORD, Lieutenant Colonel, on ordnance duty. 


OrpnancE Department, Washington, August 18, 1824. 





OrvnancE Department, Washington, August 18, 1824. 


$m: I am directed by the Secretary of War to inform you that you have been appointed by the 
President of the United States to superintend the interests and general concerns of the government in the 
lead mine lands, more particularly those lying in the range of country within the limits of the Northwest 
or Michigan Territory. 

The conditions upon which the mines are to be worked you will find enumerated in the leases and 
bonds furnished you herewith, numbered 1 and 2, which are to be filled up and executed under your direc- 
tion, and transmitted to this office for the consideration of the President. 

The necessity for your keeping regular accounts and entries of all your transactions is too obvious to 
require but little more than barely mentioning. Some form should be adopted best calculated to give the 
history of each quarter section, and from which you will at any time be able to form a general statement 
of the concern; and such general statement you are now required to make out and forward to this depart- 
ment at the end of every quarter. 

As to the lead which you shall find on hand, as well as that which you may thereafter collect, you 
will cause it to be transmitted to the military storekeeper at Bellefontaine for safe-keeping, reporting the 
same to this office as you make the deliveries. To meet expenses which may thus necessarily arise, as 
well as others which are not foreseen, but which you may find it necessary to incur while upon this duty, 
I have requested a remittance to be made to you of three hundred dollars, for which you will forward 
accounts with the other quarterly returns which you are required to make. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GEO. BOMFORD, Lieutenant Colonel, on ordnance duty. 
-Lieut. Martin Tuomas, Frankford, Pennsylvania. 





No. 1. 





This indenture, made and entered into this day of , 182-, between —— , of the army 
of the United States, acting under the direction of the Hon. —— , Secretary of War, of the first part, 
and , of , of the second part, witnesseth: That the said party of the first part, for and in 
consideration of the rents, covenants, and agreements hereinafter mentioned, doth by these presents 
grant, lease, and farm unto the said party of the second part, his heirs and representatives, for the full 
term of three years from and after the ratification of these presents by the President of the United States, 
a tract of land, the property of the United States, supposed to contain mine or mines of lead ore, lying 
and being in , and bounded as follows, viz: beginning ——————, containing acres; to have 
and to hold the same from and after the time above stated, for the term aforesaid, unto the said party of 
the second part, his heirs and representatives, upon the conditions following, viz: That the said party of 
the second part hereby binds and obliges himself to commence mining and manufacturing of lead upon 
said land within nine months from the date of the ratification as aforesaid, and to continue such mining 
and manufacturing with a force which shall at no time be less than men, weather and season per- 
mitting, without cessation or intermittance of more than four months at any one time; that the said party 
of the second part at the end of every month shall pay to the said party of the first part one-tenth of the 
whole products of said mining and manufacturing operations, in clean pure lead, as a rent for the use of 
the United States, and deposit the same in a storehouse to be built on the ground by the said second 
party, under the direction of the said party of the first part, who shall possess the key and custody of the 
same. It is further agreed and understood between the said parties that the said party of the second 
part, at his own cost and expense, shall make all the necessary preparations and improvements for the 
prosecution and fulfilment of this indenture on his part, for which he is allowed and permitted the use of 
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all such stone, wood, and water as may be found upon the premises, and as may be required without 
waste or extravagance. It is further agreed and understood between the said parties that the gaiq 
second party shall keep a book or books in which he shall state a true and faithful account of all the 
mineral and lead which he shall raise and manufacture from time to time, which said book or books, oy 
account, shall always be open and ready for the free inspection and examination of the said party of the 
first part, and which he shall at any time, when required by the said first party, verify on oath or affirma. 
tion. It is further understood and agreed between the said parties that the said party of the second 
part shall not at any time, nor in any manner whatever, dispose of or sub-lease the said land, or any part 
thereof, to any person or persons whatsoever; that at no time, under any pretext, shall the said party, or 
any one by or under his authority, convey away or remove the whole or any part of the mineral or lead 
from said land or place of manufacture without the consent and approbation of the said party of the first 
until all arrearages of rent which shall be due and owing by him shall be settled up and paid. 

And it is moreover and further explicitly understood and agreed between the said parties that, upon 
the failure of the said party of the second part to carry into effect any part of this indenture or agree. 
ment, or on his non-compliance with any of its stipulations, the said party of the first part may declare jt 
void and forfeited at his option, and re-enter and take possession of the premises as if no such indenture 
or agreement had been made and entered into. 

In testimony whereof, we, the said parties to these presents, have hereunto signed our names and 


affixed our seals the day and year before written. 








. [SEAL] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of— . (SEAL. ] 








No 2. 


Know all men by these presents that we, , are holden and stand firmly bound unto the United 
States of America, or their certain attorney, in the penal sum of five thousand dollars, current money of 
the said United States, well and truly to be paid into their treasury; for which payment, well and truly to 
be made, we, the said — , do hereby jointly and severally bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and 
administrators, and each and every of them, jointly, severally, and firmly, by these presents. Signed 
with our hands and sealed with our seals, this day of , in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty : s 

The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas the said has obtained from the 
President of the United States a lease, bearing date the day of , 182-, of a certain tract of 
land containing acres, as therein more particularly described, which is supposed to contain lead 
ore: Now, if the said shall faithfully and fully execute and comply with the terms and conditions 
set forth in said lease, then and in that case this obligation to be void and of no effect; otherwise to remain 


in full force and virtue. 
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Witnesses present— 





No. 3. 


Orpvance Department, Washington, January 31, 1825. 


Sir: It has been represented to me by the officers of this department who have been appointed from 
time to time to superintend the leasing and working of the lead mines of the United States that a change 
in the system originally adopted, and now in force, could be advantageously made. 

Up to the present period it has been a condition of the lease required by the United States that the 
lessee should pay, in lead, as a rent to the United States, one-tenth part of the lead produced from all the 
mineral procured from his lot. And the operation of this clause of,the lease has heretofore been the 
establishment of a furnace upon every location, and to make every lessee a smelter also. 

The change proposed is to do away this obligation upon the lessee to smelt his own mineral, and, in 
lieu thereof, to license persons specially to do the smelting, with the privilege of obtaining from the regular 
lessee, upon any terms the parties may agree on, all the mineral they can for that purpose, the lessee or 
miner to be bound to account for all the mineral which he raises, and the smelter for all the lead produced 
from his works, and who shall be accountable for the rent in proportion to the quantity of lead which he 
makes. In this way, although nothing is paid by the lessee directly, yet payment is made in the gross by 
the smelter. The number of smelters to be left to the discretion of the government, and their employment 
at the option of the lessee. 

At present it is stated that the smelting part of the business is generally very imperfectly understood 
and executed, and, consequently, that there is much waste and loss sustained by all parties; that the 
number of accounts which are now obliged to be kept, (one for each furnace,) many of them for very 
small amounts, renders the collection of rents extremely perplexing and uncertain. 

It is stated that, by the adoption of the plan proposed, persons of ability and experience to conduct 
the smelting operations in a proper manner would soon apply for the privilege; that many of the lessees 
would doubtless find it to their advantage to employ them; and that this part of the business, as it got 
into fewer and better hands, would tend not only to simplify the duties of the superintendent, but would 
have the effect to augment the amount of rents, and render their collection much more certain. 

With these remarks the proposition is respectfully submitted for your consideration. Should you 
think proper, the experiment can be made with safety, as it could not, in no way, conflict with what has 
heretofore been done upon the subject. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
GEO. BOMFORD, Lieutenant Colonel, on ordnance duty. 


Hon. Joun ©. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 


Approved: J.C. 6. 
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Orpnance Departuent, Washington, February 17, 1825. 


Sir: In regard to the proposition respecting the granting of licenses to persons for carrying on the 
pusiness of smelting, it has been approved of by the Secretary of War, as per copy herewith, (No. 3,) by 
which you will perceive that the measure is approbated with the express understanding that it is not to 
impair, or interfere, or sanction anything contrary to existing regulations. All is left to act freely as 
before; and, in regard to the advantages derivable from the employment of the smelter, the lessee may or 
may not avail himself, as he may think proper, so that the success of the smelter must depend upon the 
yoluntary support which he may receive. The rules and regulations for the government of the experiment 
will therefore be made accordingly. 

As to the number of smelters to be employed under the above-mentioned authority, it will be regulated 
by the degree of necessity there may be for them, of which you will be the best judge. They should not, 
however, be increased beyond that number which is sufficient, by constant attention, to smelt all the 
mineral to be obtained; and, if practicable, such men only should be employed as are of good character, 
and from whom the government would be likely to meet with the least trouble and difficulty. 

As the department may not be fully acquainted with all the provisions and restrictions which a license 
should contain, or of the necessary rules and regulations which should follow, their preparation is referred 
to you. 

After these smelters shall have got into operation, application for leases may be made from lessees, 
with a view only to the collection of the mineral for the smelter, and not for the purpose of smelting it 
themselves. In such cases leases will be granted and such bonds required as will insure the most faithful 
accountability from them. By a slight alteration of the leases and bonds furntshed you they can be made 
to answer in these cases. 

The licenses will all be made subject to the approbation of the President of the United States, as 
the leases are. The bonds will refer to the instrument (license) upon which they are predicated, and be 
made payable as is provided in the blanks (see No. 2) furnished you. It will not be necessary, I presume, 
for the penalty, in any case, to exceed the sum of $10,000. 

You will have known of the recall of Major Anderson ere this reaches you. <A copy of my letter to 
the Engineer department requesting it has been forwarded to you. It was done under the belief that he 
was no longer serviceable; and the place of an assistant to you was not supplied at the same time, because, 
in the first place, it was not known that it was necessary, and, in the next, that if it was necessary it 
would not be judicious to make an appointment without first consulting you as to the particular qualifica- 
tions requisite. Your recommendation has therefore been just attended to and approved of by the Secretary 
of War. You are therefore hereby authorized to employ whoever you shall think best qualified to assist 
you, and who shall do all the surveying, &c., about which you shall want assistance, provided his com- 
pensation does not exceed $550, and provided he accepts the same in lead, at a fair market price. As soon 
as you make an agreement send on a copy of it. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GEORGE BOMFORD, Lieutenant Colonel, on ordnance duty. 

Lieut. Martin Tuomas, St. Louis, Missouri. 





Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Martin Thomas, superintendent of the United States lead mines, to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Potosi, Missouri, January 21, 1825. 


“Tt is my wish to know what regulations exist with respect to reservations of mineral lands. Very 
much of the mineral land in this vicinity is not reported as such; and as it has been the policy of the 
government not to sell lead mines, I would request some directions given to the registers and receivers 
how to proceed when J report officially the existence of signs of lead ore, in doing which I shall, of course, 
consult the true interests of the government. 

“T perceive by the law concerning lead mines in Jndiana that all purchases of lands, knowing them to 
be mineral, are considered fraudulent, and declared void. This I should suppose the best policy in all 
cases. Any system, however, would be preferable to the present uncertainty. The losses to the govern- 
ment by trespasses on the mine lands have been enormous, and, to a person unacquainted with the country, 
almost incredible. I am now endeavoring to make such arrangements as will prevent future losses, in 
doing which I shall want the co-operation of the registers and receivers at Jackson and St. Louis in 
particular.” 





Extract of a letter from the General Land Office to Lieutenant M. Thomas, dated February 22, 1825. 


“Your letter of the 21st ultimo has been received. You inquire what has been the regulations in 
relation to the reservation of the mineral lands. In reply, I have briefly to state that the practice has 
been for the register of the land office to make the reservation of such lands as the surveyors filed in his 
office indicated to contain lead mineral; but it is presumed that the partial examinations made by the 
surveyors were such as to have occasioned numerous omissions of appearances of lead in the interior of 
sections, their remarks being almost exclusively confined to the appearances on the immediate line of 
survey. 

“Herewith is transmitted a copy of a circular letter to the registers and receivers of the land offices 
at Jackson and St. Louis, directing them to reserve from sale such lands as you may report to them to con- 
tain lead ore, which may not have already been reserved. Similar instructions will be given to other 
officers, should your researches induce you to suggest the propriety of any further measures.” 
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Copy of the circular enclosed in the above. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, February 21, 1825, 


GentLEMEN: Lieutenant M. Thomas, of the United States army, who has heretofore been introduced 
to you by letters from this office, is acting, under the direction of the War Department, as superintendent 
of the United States lead mines, He is engaged in exploring the country and ascertaining the extent to 
which lead mines exist on the public lands. In the execution of this duty it is to be presumed that the 
scrutiny of his researches may lead to the discovery of lead mineral to a much greater extent than it hag 
been reported by the United States surveyors to exist. He is instructed to report to you all such informa- 
tion as he may deem necessary in relation to the lands which ought to be reserved by the government 
in consequence of the value of the lead mineral contained therein. And whenever the land recommended 
_ by him to be reserved from sale shall not already have been so reserved, you are authorized to exclude 
the same from sale, and to make the necessary entries of the fact upon your books and maps; and when- 
ever it shall appear that any tract of land which is recommended by the said agent to be so reserved from 
sale shall have been sold, you will be pleased to report immediately to this office. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM 





GeneraL Lanp Orricr, January 26, 1826, 


Sir: In compliance, in part, with the resolution of the Senate dated December 15, 1825, I enclose an 
abstract of all the leases of lead mines and salt licks which can be found on the files of this office. 
The books of this office exhibit no evidence of the amount that may have been paid into the treasury 
on those or any other leases which may have been granted for salt licks or lead mines. 
With very great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


The Prestpent of the United States. 


Abstract of leases of lead mines. 


1807, September 26. Lease from F. Bates, recorder of land titles for the Territory of Louisiana, and 
agent for the United States, to Andrew Miller, of one hundred acres of land, situate on a small stream 
about fifteen miles eastwardly from Mine 4 Burton, to raise lead ore, for three years from the date of the 
approval of the contract by the President of the United States. Rent, one-tenth of all the mineral raised, 
payable quarterly. 

1809, February 1. Lease from Governor Harrison to John Brown, Isaac E. Gano, and John Spouse, 
for five years from May 1, 1808, of four thousand acres of land in Indiana, on the river Ohio, to dig for 
lead ore. Lessees to erect buildings and works, and their improvements to be valued at the expiration 
of the lease, and paid for by the United States or subsequent lessee, if not leased again to the same per- 
sons: Provided, That the United States shall not pay more than $3,000 for the improvements, nor be 
bound to make any payment therefor beyond the amount of rent received. No rent payable the first 
two years, but for the last three years of the lease the rent to be one-eighth part of all the ore found on 
the premises. No timber to be cut on the land except for building and fencing. 

1809, October 26. Lease from Governor Harrison to Henry C. Gist, Jesse Bledsoe, and others, of four 
thousand acres of land in Illinois, containing a lead mine known as “Gist’s lead mine,” on the same con- 
ditions precisely as the preceding lease. 

1811, March 15. Lease from Governor Edwards to William Ficklin, of four thousand acres of land in 
Randolph county, Illinois Territory, for the term of five years from date. 

Terms.—The said Ficklin to be at liberty to dig for and take as much lead ore as he may think fit; 
also to erect thereon such buildings and works for the manufacture of lead, also for the accommodation of 
those engaged in the establishment, as, in his opinion, the success of the undertaking may require; said 
improvements to be valued at the end of the term of five years, and to be paid for by the United States, 
or by the subsequent lessee, if rented to any other than to the said William Ficklin: Provided, That the 
United States shall not pay more than $3,000 on account of such improvements, nor be bound to make any 
payment therefor beyond the amount of rent they may have received. 

(se To cite all the terms will require the copying of the whole instrument.) 

1811, June 18. Lease from Frederick Bates, recorder of land titles for the Territory of Louisiana, of 
three hundred acres of land, the property of the United States, described as situate between a half and 
three-quarters of a mile from what has been called the “Old Mine tract,” on the waters of Big river, in the 
district of St. Genevieve; mine discovered by Bryan and Wilkinson. 

Lease in favor of H. Dodge, Wilson & Craighead, bearing date June 18, 1811. 

Terms.—Lease to be in force for twelve months, the lessee agreeing to pay one-tenth part of all the 
mineral raised on said tract. 

Renewed for twelve months, June 18, 1812. 

1814, September 15. Lease from F. Bates to Amable Partenay, of Mine 4 Straddle, with 300 acres of 
land; Mine 4 Burton, with 200 acres; Mine 4 Bourassa, with 800 acres; Shous’ mine, with 200 acres; 
Little Diggings, with 200 acres; Martin’s mine, with 800 acres; and Silver mines, with 800 acres. Lease 
for twelve months from September 20, 1814. Rent, four dollars for every thousand pounds of mineral 
raised at each of the mines. 

Lease renewed September 13, 1815, for two years, but rent reduced to three dollars and a half per 
thousand pounds of mineral. 

1814, October 31. Lease from F. Bates to Samuel Hammond and Frederick Connor, of 100 acres of 
land, said to contain a lead mine, in the township of Joachin, on the north of the river of that name, for 
twelve months from the date of the lease. Rent, three dollars for every thousand pounds of mineral raised. 

1814, November 3. Lease from F. Bates to Samuel Hammond, of 100 acres of land, containing a lead 
mine, on the south branch of Joachin river or creek, near the road from Herculaneum to Mine a Burton, 
for twelve months. Rent, three dollars for every thousand pounds of mineral raised. 
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1817, June 18. Lease from Michael Jones, register, and S. Bond, receiver of public moneys at Kas- 
kaskia, agents for the United States, to Joseph Meacham, of lot No. 1 of the lead mines in Illinois, 
containing 640 acres of land, for three years. Rent, 26 per cent. on all the lead raised and collected, 
deliverable monthly at the mines, in pigs or bars. 

1817, June 18. Lease from the same to Simeon Vanorsdal, of three lots, Nos. 2,3, and 4, each con- 
taining 640 acres, for three years. Rent, 25 per cent. on all the lead obtained. 

1817, June 18. Lease from the same to Timothy Nash, of ten lots, Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, and 20, each containing 640 acres, for three years. Rent, 15 5-13ths per cent. on the lead raised. 

1817, June 18. Lease from the same to William Morrison, of six lots, Nos. 21, 22, 28, 24, 25, and 30, 
for three years. Rent, 1383 per cent. on the lead raised. 

1817, June 18. Lease from the same to William Griffin, of four lots, Nos. 26, 27, 28, and 29, for 
three years. Rent for Nos. 26 and 27, 14 per cent.; for No. 28, 144 per cent.; and for No. 29, 15 per cent., 
on all the lead raised and collected on each of them respectively. 

1815, September 30. Lease from F. Bates to Moses Fitzwater and Andrew Miller, of a lead mine situate 
in Washington county, about four or five miles from the town of Potosi, together with 500 acres of land, 
with the privilege of taking fuel and stone for building from the public lands adjacent. Lease for twelve 
months. Rent, $3 50 per thousand pounds of mineral. 


Abstract of leases of salt springs. 


1810, February 5. Lease from Governor Edwards, of Illinois Territory, to Jonathan Taylor, of Ran- 
dolph county, and Territory aforesaid, and Charles Wilkins and James Morrison, of Lexington, Kentucky, 
of the salt springs near the mouth of the river Wabash, for the term of three years, from March 1, 1810. 
Lessees to pay every three months six thousand bushels of good, dry, merchantable salt, weighing at 
least fifty pounds a bushel, free of all costs and charges. Quarterly rent to be increased to the quantity 
of seven thousand and five hundred bushels after six months from March 1, 1810, provided it shall be 
ascertained after the expiration of that period, by actual experiment, that the change in the mode of 
manufacturing salt from the then existing mode did not save at least one-third of the fuel. 

1814, March 17. Lease from Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory, to John Bates, of 
Jefferson county, Kentucky, of the salines on the river Wabash, known by the name of “Saline Spring 
or lick, and the Half-moon lick,” together with so much ground around each of said springs as may be 
reasonable, for the purpose of erecting the necessary furnaces and buildings for the manufactory and 
extracting of salt from said spring. Lease to continue for the term of three years from the date. Rent 
to be ten thousand and twenty-five bushels of good, dry, merchantable salt, payable every three months, 
weighing at least fifty pounds per bushel, free from all charges and expenses whatever. The said John 
Bates to extract from the waters of said springs annually, during the aforesaid term of three years, the 
quantity of at least one hundred and fifty thousand bushels of good, dry, merchantable salt, weighing at 
least fifty pounds per bushel, and so much more as can possibly be made. 

1817, June 19. Lease from Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory, to Willis Hargrove and 
Meredith W. Fisher, of the above salines, for the term of three years from date. Rent to be one hundred 
and eighty-seven and a half bushels of good, dry, merchantable salt, payable every three months, free of 
all costs and charges. . 

1817, June 19. Lease from Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory, to Jonathan Taylor, 
of Union county, Kentucky, of certain salines which have or may be found within a certain prescribed 
distance of the United States saline near the Wabash, for the term of three years from date. Rent, one 
hundred and sixty-six and a half bushels of good, dry, merchantable salt, payable at the end of every 
three months. 

1817, June 19. Lease from Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory, to George Robinson, 
of Gallatin county, in said Territory, of certain salines situate near the United States saline, so called, for 
the term of three years from date. Rent to be two hundred and fifty-one and a quarter bushels of salt, 
payable every three months. 

1817, June 19. Lease from Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory, to James Ratcliff, of 
White county, in said Territory, of certain salines situate near the United States saline, so called, for the 
term of three years from date. Rent to be two hundred and fifty and a quarter bushels of salt, payable 
every three months. : 

1814, August 12. Lease from David Hoge, agent for the United States, to John Peterson, of section 
No. 34, in township No. 11, of range No. 3, in the Steubenville district, containing a salt spring, for three 
years from the date. Rent, $76 80 per annum. No timber to be cut or destroyed on the land, and coal 
only to be used in the manufactory. Approved by the President October 7, 1815. 

1817, September 10. Lease from the same to the same, of the same; also for three years. Rent, $113 
per annum, on the previous conditions. 

1815, March 25. Lease from the register and receiver of public moneys at Kaskaskia, of section No. 
1, in township No. 9 south, of range No. 3 west, containing a saline, in the Territory of Illinois, to Conrad 
Will and his associates, for three years from January 11, 1815. Approved by the President June 13th 
following. Rent, $76 80 per annum. No waste of timber to be committed on the adjacent land. Improve- 
ments to be paid for by the succeeding lessee, according to a valuation by arbitration. 

1822, August 6. Lease from Governor Miller, of the Territory of Arkansas, by authority of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, to Reuben Sanders, Mark Bean, and Richard H. Bean, for saline on the Illinois, for 
three years from the date, with permission to use timber for fuel, building, and fencing. No rent stipu- 
lated to be paid. 

1824, June 2. Permission from George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, to William 
Bradford, with the approbation of the President, to take possession of a salt spring near the mouth of the 
Kiamettie, north of the Red river, in Arkansas, on condition that the said Bradford shall open « well of 
salt water, and continue to work at least twenty kettles at the same time, for the purpose of supplying - 
the settlers with salt. Permission to continue for three years from October 1, 1824. 

1817, June 19. Lease from Ninian Edwards, governor of the Illinois Territory, to Timothy Gerard, 
of Gallatin county, in said Territory, of certain salines near the United States saline, so called, for the term 
of three years from date. Rent to be two hundred and fifty bushels of good, dry, merchantable salt, pay- 


» able every three months. 
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19rH Conaress. ] 
APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR RELIEF OF PURCHASERS, FOR REDUCTION OF PRICE, 
CHANGE IN MODE OF SELLING, AND CESSION OF CERTAIN PUBLIC LANDS TO THAT 
STATE. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 8, 1826. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general 
assembly convened respectfully represents: That a considerable portion of the debt contracted by citizens 
of the State of Alabama for lands of the United States sold prior to the first day of July, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty, remains unpaid. The acts of Congress heretofore passed for the 
relief of purchasers of the public lands, while they extended relief to the unfortunate debtor, contributed 
to the increase of the public revenue, and tended to destroy the odious relation of debtor and creditor 
which existed between the government and its citizens. Those acts, wise and beneficent as they were, 
have not, however, carried relief into the bosom of many meritorious families who are dependent for 
their support upon the sweat of their own brow, and for salvation from utter ruin upon the justice and 
liberality of the general government. Many persons, not then recovered from the infatuation produced 
by a period of unexampled but deceitful prosperity, failed to accept the boon which had been proffered 
by the general government, and only postponed the time of their suffering by claiming a further credit 
upon the lands which they had purchased. It is known to the Congress of the United States what 
untoward circumstances combined prior to the first of July, eighteen hundred and twenty, to give a 
fictitious value to every article of merchandise, and to wild and unsettled lands in the Mississippi 
Territory a supposed value beyond that of the best improved lands in the most populous parts of the 
United States. More than four millions of dollars of Mississippi stock, issued while three-fourths of the 
Mississippi Territory were covered with Indian titles, were to be redeemed at the treasury of the United 
States, after paying to the State of Georgia one million two hundred thousand dollars, and defraying the 
expenses of surveying and selling the public lands lying in that Territory. This stock was, however, 
receivable in payment of the public lands lying in that Territory, purchased after the date of said stock. 
Much of this stock was purchased by persons desirous to lay it out in lands in the Mississippi Territory 
at from forty to fifty dollars for the hundred. The depreciation of this stock induced purchasers of the 
public lands to give more than double the amount they would have otherwise given for the same land to 
be paid for in money. The high price of the staple product of the soil in the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, which continued only a sufficient time to make the ruin of the citizens the more complete, 
added to the high prices of the public lands, and increased the calamity which finally overwhelmed the 
purchasers. At that time, too, the paper issuing from a multitude of banks without capital, and procured 
easily, increased the facilities of paying the first instalments upon lands purchased at prices varying from 
twenty to one hundred dollars per acre. It is known that the Mississippi stock, from the enormous prices 
of the lands purchased with it, was very soon almost withdrawn from the market, or attained a value little 
less than its nominal amount. Lands purchased with a medium thus depreciated, with the paper of banks 
which soon ceased to exist, and when cotton commanded thirty cents per pound, were in a short time to 
be paid for in cash, and at a time when the staple commodity of the country had declined from thirty to 
less than ten cents per pound. A just regard to the rights and interests of the citizens required of the 
government at this crisis a manifestation of its paternal regard and a modification of the contracts which 
were ruinous to the citizens and not beneficial to the government. Relief was extended to the purchasers 
of the public lands by several acts of Congress. From unavoidable accident, from want of information, 
or from a vain hope of complying with a contract, the ruinous nature of which was not yet discovered, 
many of the purchasers of lands in the State of Alabama failed to relinquish their purchases in conformity 
to the acts of Congress passed for their relief. The wealth of a nation is founded on the prosperity of its 
citizens, and the strength of the government is based on the affections of the people. To strengthen the 
southern frontier has heretofore been the laudable object of the government. With this view they have 
laid the foundation of a fortification in the State of Alabama which will be viewed by future generations 
as a monument of the wisdom and magnanimity of the age in which it was founded. It would not consist 
with this wise policy of the government, nor with its magnanimity, to turn from his home, which has been 
reclaimed from the wilderness by hard and scanty means, the yeoman who is ever ready to defend the soil 
at the bidding of his country. The interest of the government, it is conceived, even if it were to regard 
its revenue alone, would be promoted by granting relief to its citizens, At the end of six and eight years, 
for which credit has been claimed, the husbandman will find himself still unable to pay for his land. No 
payment will be made in the meantime, because he cannot hope to obtain a title for the land which he had 
purchased. At the expiration of the time for which credit has been claimed, the lands will revert to the 
United States after eight years of ruinous cultivation. The legislature of the State of Alabama cannot 
forbear respectfully to suggest a wish, in behalf of its citizens, that the Congress of the United States will 
take into its consideration the situation of the purchasers of the public lands, and extend for their benefit 
the time for relinquishing lands in conformity to the acts heretofore passed, and will allow such discounts 
upon cash payments as may be deemed just. Here they think justice requires that they should represent 
that the lands which were purchased at prices near their real value have been generally paid for either 
by lands relinquished or in cash, and that the lands yet unpaid for are those purchased at prices more 
above their value than those paid for, and are generally in the hands of persons least able to pay for 
them. This circumstance, it is conceived, ought to induce the representatives of the nation to allow a 
larger discount upon such cash payments as may hereafter be made. It is respectfully represented that the 
last law for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands did not afford any relief to a large and 
meritorious class of citizens who had not taken the benefit of the first law. Relief in behalf of this class 
of purchasers is respectfully prayed. The legislature would also respectfully represent that many good 
and worthy citizens who are settled upon public lands are, as the law now stands, in the power of the 
merciless speculator, and that his hard earnings may either be taken from him, or may be used as a means 
of extorting from him his last dollar. Itis therefore respectfully prayed that a law may be passed protecting 
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the settler in the enjoyment of his crop, and saving him from the “tender mercies” of the unfeeling 
speculator. It is respectfully prayed that when the public lands shall be sold, after the season of preparing 
for a crop, the planter may be permitted to continue in possession of the land until he shall have gathered 
the fruits of his labor. The legislature of the State of Alabama cannot forbear the expression of an 
opinion that it would best comport with the wise policy which has heretofore governed the councils of the 
nation to permit the purchasers of lands not yet paid for to surrender them to the United States, and to 
receive certificates for the amount of the purchase money receivable in payment of the same lands when 
resold, or in payment of other lands of the United States. 
tesolved, That the governor be requested to forward a copy of this memorial to each of our senators 
and representatives in Congress, and that our senators be instructed, and our representatives be requested, 
to use their exertions to obtain the objects contemplated by the said memorial. 
WILLIAM KELLY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICHOLAS DAVIS, 
President of the Senate. 
Approved January 14, 1826. 
JOHN MURPHY. 


RESOLUTIONS instructing our senators and requesting our representatives in Congress to use their best endeavors to procure 
the passage of a iaw to reduct the price of the public lands. 


The legislature of the State of Alabama would respectfully represent to the Congress of the United 
States that the present mode of selling the public land to the highest bidder, though free from most of 
the objections attending the former system, is liable to some abuses in practice that it would be very 
desirable to correct or obviate. Every public sale is attended by a host of speculators, who really do not 
wish to own the soil, but to extort a premium from the occupants for the privilege of purchasing the cabin 
they have built and the field they have cleared. To effect that object, they enter into a combination and 
act in concert. They threaten the occupant to run his land to a higher price than his means will enable 
him to give unless he will pay them not to bid against him or buy the land from them at a considerable 
profit. Thus.combined, they levy a contribution on the honest and industrious part of the community, 
and divert considerable sums from the treasury. A single individual has no chance to compete with such 
a formidable combination. The fear of being driven from his home compels him to yield to such terms as 
may be prescribed. Competition is stifled, and the land bid off at the minimum price in many instances, 
when a fair competition would enhance the price considerably. The legislature can see no remedy for 
this evil but in a change of the mode of selling the public land, and would therefore suggest, with great 
respect and deference, the propriety of dividing the unsold land into three or more classes, and fixing a 
price on each class, at which it might be entered. A much better price would be obtained by the govern- 
ment, and the citizen, perhaps, give less for his land. A price sufficiently high might be fixed, in the first 
instance, to guard against loss to the treasury. That price might be reduced at suitable intervals, if not 
entered at the former price, until all the land in any manner fit for cultivation would be entered. The 
legislature is aware that dividing the lands into classes according to quality, where the surveys are 
completed, would be attended with some little expense, but feel very cunfident that the increased price 
would greatly exceed the additional expense. The offering of great bodies of land for sale at the same 
time is calculated to drain the country of money, by inducing all who are able to purchase at the same 
time. By this means great embarrassment is felt in the traflic and commerce of tle country. The 
exhaustion of the circulating medium would in a great measure be avoided by the proposed system; 
entries would be made from time to time, and the money thereby withdrawn from the common course of 
business less sensibly felt. There would be great propriety in ultimately reducing the quantity to be 
entered to forty acres, and the price to twenty-five cents an acre. Should this system be adopted, there 
can be no doubt that the United States would receive a great deal more money for their land, and the 
citizen obtain a home for less than he will inevitably have to give if the speculators can force him to buy 
from them the privilege of buying from the government, as they certainly will do if the auction system 
is continued. The gradual reduction of the price from time to time, at such intervals as will allow time 
for a fair experiment, will sell the good lands for their value more nearly than they bring at auction, and 
ultimately sell a vast quantity of poor land that can never be sold under the present system. It is highly 
important to every government that the soil should be taxable. Under the system of cash sales it cannot 
be important to continue the prohibition of the power of the State to tax the land for five years from the 
date of the purchase. That restriction, it is believed, was a part of the old credit system, and should 
have been abolished with it. Many citizens of this State are living on public land; they have improved 
it by their labor; and if the system of offering the land for a fixed price shall be adopted, the actual settler 
might be allowed a preference in the right to purchase for a reasonable period, through all the gradations 
of price, without the least prejudice to the treasury. The land should be subject to entry by the actual 
settler, at the price fixed, for a limited time, and if he failed to do so, it should be subject to entry by any 
other person for another space; and if not then entered, the price should be reduced, and the preference 
at the reduced price again allowed to the settler. Shoutd this be done, many poor men will procure land 
on which they can raise their families; the country at large will be greatly improved, its industry increased, 
and its morals cherished. 

Resolved, therefore, by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly 
convened, That our senators be, and they are hereby instructed, and our representatives requested, to use 
their best endeavors to procure the passage of a law to dispose of the public lands in the manner recom- 
mended in the foregoing memorial. 

Resolved, also, That our senators be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their best 
endeavors to procure for this State the lands lying within its limits to which the Indian title was extin- 
guished by the treaty made at the Indian Springs; and, particularly, that they use their best endeavors 
to prevent the settlement of the Creek Indians residing in the State of Georgia within the limits of this 
State. 
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And be it further resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby, requested to forward one copy of 
the foregoing memorial and resolutions to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 
WM. KELLY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICW’S DAVIS, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved January 14, 1826. 
JOHN MURPHY. 


Senate, January 13, 1826. 
I do hereby certify that the within originated in the Senate. 
I’. S$. LYON, Secretary of the Senate. 
Secrerary’s Orrice, Cahaba, January 16, 1826. 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll deposited in my office. 
JAMES I. THORNTON, Secretary of State. 
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APPLICATION OF TENNESSEE FOR A GRANT OF CERTAIN LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 9, 1826. 


Mr. Pox, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the legislature of the State 
of Tennessee, asking arelinquishment of the title of the United States to certain vacant lands therein 
described, lying within the limits of that State, to be appropriated by the legislature thereof to the 
purposes of education, reported: 

That in the year 1782 the State of North Carolina, by an act of the general assembly of that State, 
promised to her officers and soldiers lands proportioned in amount to their rank in the army, to be located 
by them in the then western territory of that State, as an additional compensation for their valor and 
services during the revolutionary war, and directed that military land warrants should be issued to all 
such as should make application to the proper authorities, and who should appear to be entitled to the 
same according to the provisions of the act; that during the war specie certificates, as they were termed, 
to a large amount, were issued under the authority of the State of North Carolina to defray the expenses 
incident to the prosecution of the war; and these certificates constituted a public debt, due by the State 
to the individuals who were the holders of them, and which the State was bound in good faith to redeem 
and pay off. And for this purpose, and likewise to dispose of her surplus western lands, by an act of the 
general assembly of the State of North Carolina, passed in the year 1783, an entry taker’s office, subsc- 
quently called and generally known by the name of John Armstrong’s office, was created, in which, 
according to the provisions of the act, for every two pounds in cash or in specie certificates paid into the 
office the individual was entitled to enter and obtain a warrant of survey for one hundred acres of western 
lands. Nearly all the holders of specie certificates, and, many others, embraced the provisions of the act, 
and obtained incipient titles to lands to be laid out in the western territory of the State, and to which 
grants were subsequently to issue. At that time, and until the year 1789, the chartered limits of the 
State of North Carolina cxtended west to the Mississippi river, and included what is now the State of 
Tennessee; and entries of land were made even to the western confines of the State, many of them in that 
section of the State to which the title of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians was not then extinguished. In the 
month of December, in the year 1789, the State of North Carolina ceded to the United States all that portion 
of her western territory which now constitutes the State of Tennessee, upon certain express conditions and 
limitations therein enumerated. Among the conditions thus enumerated, she reserved to herself the right 
to issue grants and perfect titles to all the unsatisfied and bona jfide claims of her officers and soldiers for 
whom provision had been made by law, and likewise to satisfy all other claims properly chargeable upon 
the territory thus ceded. At the period of the cession many of the military land warrants of the officers 
and soldiers of the North Carolina line had not been issued. Other claims were floating and unlocated to 
any particular spot or parcel of land, and their number and amount were unascertained. Many other 
claims had been located and entered upon particular spots or parcels of lands, to the claimants of which 
no grants had issued, and thus the titles remained incomplete. This was the state of things at the period 
when the act of cession was passed by the State of North Carolina, in the month of December, 1789. In 
the month of April, 1790, the Congress of the United States accepted the cession made by North Carolina, 
and shortly afterwards established a territorial government therein. In the month of June, 1796, Ten- 
nessee was admitted into the Union as a free and independent State, and upon equal footing with her 
sister States. North Carolina, however, continued to exercise the powers which she had reserved to herself 
in the cession act, from its date, in 1789, until the year 1803, and continued to issue grants and perfect 
titles to lands lying within the State of Tennessee, according to the reservation which she had made to 
herself in the act of cession. In which year, (1803,) in consequence of the great inconvenience to the 
public, and particularly to warrant holders, in being compelled to have their titles perfected and grants 
issued at the seat of government of North Carolina, a distance of several hundred miles from the land 
entered and claimed by them, lying in the State of Tennessee, a negotiation was instituted between the 
two States (North Carolina and Tennessee) which resulted in a compact entered into between them, 
whereby the State of Tennessee was vested with full power and authority to issue grants and perfect titles 
to the remaining unsatisfied claims of North Carolina, in as full and ample a manner as North Carolina 
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possessed the same by virtue of the cession act, subject to certain restrictions and limitations therein 
contained, one of which was that North Carolina reserved to herself, exclusively, the right of issuing 
military warrants. On the 18th day of April, 1806, the Congress of the United States assented to and 
ratified the compact thus made between the two States, and, by an act of Congress passed on that day, 
recognized the power thus vested in the State of Tennessee, and authorized her, in the room and stead of 
North Carolina, to issue grants and perfect titles north and east of a line in the said act of Congress 
designated, commonly called the Congressional reservation line; but imposed as an express condition, 
among others enumerated in the act, upon which Tennessee was authorized to issue grants and perfect 
titles, that certain college and academy lands should be laid off, and likewise that six hundred and forty 
acres of land within every six miles square, where existing claims would admit in the said territory, north 
and east of the said line, should be laid off for the use of schools for the instruction of children forever; 
and by the same act of Congress provision is made that if the territory north and east of the said line 
should not contain a sufficient quantity of land fit for éultivation, according to the true intent and meaning 
of the original act of cession, to satisfy all the bona fide and outstanding claims of North Carolina, 
Congress would thereafter provide by law for the satisfaction of all such as could not be located in the 
territory aforesaid out of the lands lying south and west of the said line, denominated the Congressional 
reservation line. In September, 1806, Tennessee, by virtue of the power thus delegated to her, made pro- 
vision to issue grants and perfect titles on the remaining unsatisfied claims of North Carolina, within the 
territory aforesaid, north and east of the said line; and likewise to carry into effect the benevolent inten- 
tion of Congress with regard to the donation made for the use of schools. And for this purpose, under 
the authority of her laws, land offices were opened in August, 1807. But the memorial of the legislature. 
of Tennessee states that, in consequence of the great number of existing claims derived from North Carolina 
but few of the school tracts of land were laid off, amounting only to 22,705 acres, leaving a deficit or 
balance unprovided for, of school lands, of 421,789 acres, which would have been the amount located if a 
640 acre tract of school land had been laid off in every six miles square in the territory aforesaid, north 
and east of said line, as contemplated by the act of Congress of 1806. Tennessee, from 1807, and for many 
years thereafter, kept her land offices open, and continued to issue grants and perfect titles north and 
east of the line, on North Carolina claims, so long as the owners of warrants derived from North Carolina 
could find land in the territory aforesaid which they conceived worth appropriating, or upon which they 
were willing to sink their claims. All the lands fit for cultivation were taken up and exhausted, and still it was 
found that North Carolina claims to a considerable amount remained unsatisfied. The United States stood 
pledged by the act of Congress of 1806, before referred to, that if there should not be a sufficient quantity of 
land fit for cultivation north and east of the line in the said act designated to satisfy all the outstanding and 
bona fide claims of North Carolina, Congress would thereafter provide by law for satisfying all such 
as could not be located in the territory aforesaid out of the lands‘lying south and west of the said line. The 
fact having been clearly and certainly ascertained that there was not a sufficient quantity of land north and 
east of the said line to satisfy the outstanding claims of North Carolina, but that a large balance still 
remained unsatisfied, the United States, by an act of Congress passed April 4, 1818, (after the Indian 
title, by a treaty made with the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, had been extinguished to all that portion of 
the country south and west of the congressional reservation line, to which that tribe had previously claimed 
title, and over which they exercised dominion,) made provision to redeem the pledge thus given by the 
act of Congress of 1806, and directed that the balance of claims still unprovided for should be satisfied 
in that section of country, viz: in the country south and west of the congressional reservation line; and 
authorized the State of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles there, as she had done, under the act 
of 1806, north and east of the line, but made no provision similar to that of 1806 for the benefit of schools 
or the instruction of children. In 1819 Tennessee, in pursuance of the act of Congress of 1818, opened an 
office, and established a board of commissioners for the adjudication of the remaining unsatisfied North 
Carolina claims, in order to ascertain their validity; and likewise opened land offices, and proceeded to 
issue grants and perfect titles south and west of the congressional reservation line upon all such claims 
as were adjudicated valid, and limited the time of filing claims for adjudication. In 1821 the legislature 
of Tennessee gave further tame for the adjudication and satisfactions of claims, and declared by law that 
her land offices should remain open for the satisfaction of claims until the first Monday in May, 1823, at 
which period they should be forever closed, and that all claims which should not be presented before that 
period should be forever barred. In the month of September, 1823, the general assembly of the State of 
‘Tennessee again convened, when it was discovered that a few claims were still unprovided for, and the 
legislature, for the purpose of providing for every honest and bona fide claim, again opened her offices for 
the adjudication and satisfaction of all such claims still remaining unprovided for as the legislature 
deemed bona fide, and directed her offices to remain open for this purpose until the first day of June, 1825; 
at which time, as she had done before, she directed her offices to be forever closed. At that session the 
legislature memorialized Congress to grant to the State of Tennessee the lands which should remain 
vacant south and west of the congressional reservation line after the first day of June, 1825, at which 
period her offices were to be closed, to supply the deficit in the common school fund north and east of the 
congressional reservation line, which had been promised to the State by the act of Congress of 1806, but 
which had been but partially realized. At the session of the legislature of Tennessee held in September, 
1825, the State of North Carolina, by her agents, presented for satisfaction certain other claims which had 
been issued by that State; and the State of Tennessee, upon the presentation of the said claims, although 
her land offices had been directed to be forever closed on the first day of June, 1825, yet, being desirous 
to provide for the satisfaction of every bona fide claim properly chargeable upon the territory within her 
limits, and on being assured that the State of North Carolina had, by law, closed the issuance of any 
further claims, again opened her land offices for their satisfaction, upon terms acquiesced in by the two 
States. And for this purpose her land offices are directed to remain open until the first day of January, 
1827, at which time, as she had twice before done, she directed her offices to be forever closed. The few 
remaining claims will doubtless be satisfied within that period. Tennessee, at the same session, (1825,) 
again memorialized Congress to grant to her the lands which should remain vacant and unappropriated 
south and west of the congressional reservation line after the first day of January, 1827, at which time 
her land offices are to be closed to supply the deficit in the common school lands north and east of the 
line, which had been promised to the State by the act of Congress of 1806, but which had only in part 
been received. The two memorials of the legislature of Tennessce state, and, from satisfactory information 
received by the committee, that statement is confirmed, that so numerous have been the claims derived 
from North Carolina that all the valuable lands, whenever they were to be found in the country south and 
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west of the congressional reservation line, have been taken up and appropriated to the satisfaction of 
these claims; for it was not the policy adopted by North Carolina to lay off the lands to which her officers 
and soldiers and other claimants were entitled in a body, in townships, or in tracts adjoining to each 
other, as the United States have done in laying off bounty lands to their soldiers; but the claimants were 
permitted to explore the whole country, and select their lands wherever they thought proper; and 
‘Tennessee was necessarily compelled to pursue the same policy, and did pursue it, after she became 
authorized to perfect titles on North Carolina claims. The consequence has been that all the good lands 
in every part of the country where they were to be found have been selected and appropriated by the 
claimants, and the poorer and less valuable lands have been left unappropriated, and do not, of course, lie 
in a body, but in detached parcels, and are of inconsiderable value for any purpose but for the convenience 
of outlets, timber, range, &c. Twelve and a half cents per acre is believed to be a fair price for much the 
ereater portion of it that is worth appropriating at any price. Much of it consists of barrens and hills 
that are not worth the annual taxes required to be paid by the State, and will not be taken up at all. 
The State of Tennessee, in the two memorials of her legislature hereinbefore referred to, prays Congress 
to relinquish to her the title of the United States to the lands thus remaining vacant, and pledges the 
State to appropriate them to the purposes of education. ‘The committee are of opinion that the said lands 
so remaining vacant in the State of Tennessee are no object to the United States, but, if relinquished to 
the State of Tennessee, would supply in part the deficiency which the memorials state exist in the school 
lands of the State, and might be usefully applied in the promotion of education by the establishment of 
common schools for the instruction of children; and therefore they beg leave to report a bill. 
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CLAIM OF A DEPUTY SURVEYOR FOR PAYMENT FOR SERVICES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 10, 1826. 


Mr. Wuterte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Silas Dinsmore, 
jr., reported: 

That the petitioner sets forth in his petition “that some years since he surveyed a portion of the lands 
of the United States south of the State of Tennessee; that his field notes were returned to, examined, and 
approved of by a legal officer; that his accounts were made out and duly certified; that he has made 
frequent applications to the surveyor general of the district for payment, but without success;” he 
therefore prays that a law may be passed for his relief. By the accounts of the petitioner, which are duly 
authenticated, there appears due to him the sum of two thousand and thirty-three dollars and eighteen 
cents. It appears by the correspondence transmitted to the committee, between the petitioner and the 
surveyor general, that the original notes of survey, with the maps and description of the work performed, 
for which compensation is asked, were, by the petitioner, deposited in the office of the principal deputy 
surveyor of the land district east of the Island of New Orleans. It further appears by the certificate of 
Silas Dinsmore, the then principal deputy surveyor of that land district, that the documents abovementioned 
are detained in his office “on the belief that there are private claims in them not yet surveyed.” 

The particular date of the time of depositing the documents in question with the then principal deputy 
surveyor of the land district east of the Island of New Orleans does not appear, but the deposit was 
probably made some time in the yearml823. 

At the close of the year 1824 Silas Dinsmore resigned the office of principal deputy surveyor, and 
David B. Morgan was appointed as his successor. 

The surveyor general declines paying the accounts of the petitioner for the following reasons: 

Ist. He requires the petitioner to obtain from David B. Morgan, the present principal deputy surveyor, 
a certificate stating that the field notes and maps of the townships surveyed by the petitioner are in his 
(said surveyor’s) possession, and explaining the cause why they are withheld from the surveyor general’s 
office. 

2d. The surveyor general intimates that Silas Dinsmore, the uncle of the petitioner, and former 
deputy surveyor, has not delivered the field notes and maps in question to his successor, David B. Morgan, 
but detains them in his own possession. 

The committee are of opinion that it is not expedient to grant the relief prayed for, and for the 
following reasons: 

Ist. Because the several surveyors general are, by law, empowered and required to appoint their own 
deputies. 

2d. Because the several surveyors general are vested by law with the power of dismissing their 
deputies for misconduct, and are made responsible to the government for the conduct of their deputies. 

3d. The moneys appropriated by the government for the purposes of the surveying department are 
committed to the care of the surveyors general, to whom the deputies and contractors are to look for their 
compensation; and should the government adopt the principle that, in the event of a dereliction of duty 
on the part of a superior officer, it would pay the deputies dependent on such superior officer, numerous 
instances would probably occur in which the government would be called upon to make double payment 
for the same object. 

4th. The surveyors general are by law required to return the field notes, plats, and maps of all 
surveys made by them, or under their direction, to the Treasury Department. They must, therefore, be 
left in possession of full power to enforce returns from their deputies and those employed by them; and 
should the government, in any instance, consent to make payment before satisfactory returns have been 
made, the main design of the laws regulating the surveying department would be defeated. 

The committee, therefore, recommend to the House the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
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QUANTITY OF LAND SURVEYED AND NOT OFFERED FOR SALE, AND THE RECEIPTS AND 
EXPENDITURES AT CERTAIN LAND OFFICES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 13, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 10, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the Tth instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to inform the “House what quantity of public land has been surveyed and not 
yet offered for sale; the quantity of such land in each State and Territory; also to transmit a list of land 
offices, if any such there be, at which no moneys have been received from the sale of public lands, with 
the date of their establishment and cause of their unproductiveness; also to state whether there are any 
land offices at which the receipts for lands sold within the last four years have been less than the expenses 
of the offices, and the names of such offices,” I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, together with the statements marked A and B, therein referred to, 
which contain the information required by the resolution. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 

RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Sreaxer of the House of Representatives. 





Genera. Lanp Orrice, February 9, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated the Tth instant, directing 
“the Secretary of the Treasury to inform this House what quantity of public lands has been surveyed and 
not yet offered for sale; the quantity of such land in each State or Territory; also to transmit a list of 
land offices, if any such there be, at which no moneys have been received from the sale of the public lands, 
with the date of their establishment and the cause of their unproductiveness; also to state whether there 
are any land offices at which the receipts for lands sold within the last four years have been less than the 
expenses of the offices, and the names of such offices,” which resolution having been referred to this office, 
I have the honor to enclose the statements marked A and B, which exhibits the information called for. 

The land office at St. Helena is the only one at which no money has been received from the sale of 
the public lands. This has arisen from the several acts of Congress extending the time for the adjust- 
ment of land claims under the direction of the registers and receivers of that office. The private land 
claims extending to every part of this district, it becomes necessary to suspend the sale of the public 
lands until they shall have been confirmed and surveyed. 

It may be proper to remark, that there has been a considerable quantity of land surveyed in some of 
the States and Territories, the surveys of which have not yet been received at this office. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


H{on. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement of surveys of public land received at the General Land Office to January, 1826, which have not been 
proclaimed for sale, including land relinquished under the several acts of 1822, 1823, and 1824. 











ar | 
Amount of surveys | Amount of relinquished | Amount subject to pro- 
denies. which have not been lands which have not clamation. 
proclaimed for sale. been proclaimed for 
sale. 
| 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Oi0 6.0000 corcece eo ceceecccvces Sersossnisent’ sovewee coc eeeccecccees eee eer cescccccce eeee 98, 446.02} 98, 446 023 
Indiana...... eee evecccccces cece ccccccccces orc cecccccccces cece cesses ccccs 621, 000.00 215, 948.992 836,948,992 
TIINOIS.. 06 -cccccccvccccsccceccsccccces Osos swisie eee eoccceses cccccccecs oe 9, 447, 439.00 226, 723.97 9,674, 162.97 
Michigan 2.0.20. cccccccccccccccccce ee ceee evcccece ede sieteccie Ginciasieneelecee 1, 218,000.00 1,942.19 1,219, 942,19 
Missouri.......6 eve ccccccccccccccece HeSasie ewesive( sbieseeuesieisiee seem cseneis 4, 163, 000.00 180, 126.82 4, 343, 126,82 
Arkansas. .ccccccscccccccccccs cecccvece o cccecccccees cecccecccccccecccseess 3, 174,000.00 ccccccesccs cece voce cece 3, 174,000.00 
Alabama....... e cccccccces cocccccecs cccccccccsccccccccccccescs sone ggercees 3, 289, 000.00 468, 476.27 3, 757, 476 .27 
MisSissipPi.....ccccccccccesceccccccvcccscevecceseccscscseseses ccvccccccocs 1,219, 000.00 26, 975.50 1,245, 975.50 
TOUISANA:s 006 cs0ss eeeceeeeee eee cere eecees hore oovcecccce oe cece cceccecees 665,000.00 664,12 665, 664,12 
23, 796, 439.00 1,219, 303.89 25, 015, 742.89 














TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Gencral Land Office, February, 1826. 
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B. 


Statement of moneys received and expenditures incurred at the following land offices in 1822, 1823, 1824, and 
the first three quarters of 1825, with the dates of their establishment. 




















| Difference. 
Districts. | Receipts. Expondiures.|- =—“<—~S;737>ETSaéaTttti(<‘i‘i‘ OCS Dates of their establishment. 
| Against the In favor of the 
U. States. U. States. 
| 
| | 
Vandalia, Tlin0is.......cceccevccseccces $5,023 85 BE GEG AD lossssssvsssacs | $137 45 | Receiver’s first oath of office January 15,1821. 
Little Rock, Arkansas. ....eceeeeseeseeee 3,324 51 4,004 86 $680 35 | cece ceececcccs Receiver’s first oath of office April 6, 1820. 
Ouachita, Louisiana.......eeeeeeeeee 4,040 77 4,189 16 B48 SD) ccs cvesnsens Reeeiver’s first oath of office November, 1821, 
St. Helena Court-house, Louisiana ....6. ceeeeeeeee wees 3,590 00 | 3.500 00 | pap uiesanka seen First commission issued January 5, 1820. 
Jackson Court-house, Mississippi ........ 1,088 23 | 3,310 38 | SPS EP OS. 1 oinsshesee wens First commission issued January 24, 1829, 
| | 








The above statement goes as far as the accounts have been received. In the case of Little Rock, it goes only to June 30, 1625. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, February 8, 1825. 
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LAND CLAIM IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 15, 1826. 


Mr. Wurrrte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of John Baptiste 
Pratte and others, the heirs and legal representatives of Francis Vallé, reported: 


That it appears by the evidence submitted for the examination of the committee that as early as 
the year 1763 one of the ancestors of the present claimants, by the name of Vallé, explored the tract of 
land called the Mine la Motte; that in the year 1769 the Chickasaw Indians killed the son of said Vallé, 
and by other acts of hostility compelled said Vallé to abandon the mine. 

Some short time after this period said Vallé made another attempt to work said mine, but one of his 
companions being seized and burned by the Indians, he was compelled to relinquish his design. In the 
year 1780 or 1782 Vallé again resumed working the mine in question, and that he and his associates have 
been in peaceable, quiet, and uninterrupted possession ever since. 

It further appears that the mine and tract of land in question had, during the early period of the 
history of the settlement of Upper Louisiana, been the subject of sale and transfer, and that no one had 
ever disputed the right of those interested to make such sales and transfers. 

In the year 1790 the whole of the Mine la Motte, and the tract of land adjoining or annexed to it, 
was bought by and vested in Jean Baptiste Pratte, Jean Baptiste, St. Germaine Beauvais, Francis Vallé, 
and Jean Baptiste Valle, and said tract and mine have continued in their possession and the possession 
of their descendants to the present time. 

On October 15, 1800, the claimants preferred a petition to Don Charles Dehault Delassus, the military 
lieutenant and lieutenaat governor of Upper Louisiana, praying for a grant of the mine, and two leagues 
of the land adjoining, for the purpose of supplying fuel for the smelting of the ore, and to enable them 
to prosecute the working of the Mine la Motte. 

On February 22, 1801, Delassus replies to the’petitioners that he has not the power to grant so large 
a tract of land as that prayed for, and refers them to the intendant; but in the meantime, on account 
of the distinguished services, known loyalty, the antiquity and known worth of the family, and the utility 
of the working of lead mines to the province and government, he gives them permission to cut fuel upon 
the tract of land prayed for until the pleasure of the intendant can be known. 

On April 29, 1802, Don Santiago Maxwell, attorney for the applicants, presents the request of the 
petitioners to the intendant, Morales, for the legal grant of the tract of two leagues square prayed for by 
the petitioners. 

The intendant, Morales, on the same day orders the petition and accompanying documents to be 
translated into the Spanish language, and to be presentedo the fiscal. 

During this season the assessor or fiscal died, and the intendant issued his order closing the tribunal 
for concessions and grants of land, and assigns as the reason that a learned man, competent to supply his 
place, was not to be found in the province. 

On April 30, 1803, the United States acquired by treaty the province of Louisiana, and Don Manuel 
Salcedo and the Marquis of Caso Calvo were appointed commissioners for the delivery of possession to 
the United States. 

On February 8, 1804, these commissioners addressed a note to Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper 
Louisiana, approving of his measures to secure to the ancient possessors their property, and recommends 
that, if this note be received in time, a report should be made and sent to them; at the same time stating 
that some difficulty might arise on account of the approaching transfer of the province to the United 


States. 
On July 1, 1804, Delassus transmitted to Baptiste Vallé, one of the claimants, the note of Salcedo 
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and Casa Calvo, stating that it was received by him on the 24th of June preceding, “long time after the 
transfer of the province to the United States,” “to the end that it may serve to assure their property, 
causing to be known this approbation of the superior, who holds his power of the King.” 

The claimants, on February 26, 1806, procured a survey of the tract of land in question to be made 
by the deputy surveyor of the United States for the district of St Genevieve; which was recorded at St. 
Louis. 

The claimants submitted their claim to the board of commissioners appointed to examine claims and 
titles to lands in Missouri, and it was rejected by a majority of the commissioners, but for what reason 
does not appear from the records of their proceedings. 

Considering the foregoing facts, the committee are of opinion that the petitioners present a strong 
equitable title to the land in question, which would have been recognized and perfected by the Spanish 
authorities had Spain continued in possession of the province of Louisiana. 

The descendants of the original claimants being now in possession of the tract of land in question, it 
is presumed by the committee that the government of the United States will not be disposed to dispossess 
them of their ancient possessions and homes. The committee therefore report a bill confirming to the 
said claimants the tract of land so long occupied and quietly possessed by them. 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 

The petition of Jean Baptiste Pratte, Jean Baptiste Vallé, St. Gemme Beauvais, Joseph Pratte, and 
Mary, his wife, in her right; Robert T. Brown and Catharine, his wife, in her right; Walter Wilkinson and 
Emily, his wife, in her right; Beverly Allen and Celeste, his wife, in her right; Francois Vallé and Charles 
C. Vallé; which said Mary, Catharine, Emily, Celeste, Frangois, and Charles, are the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Francois Vallé, deceased, humbly showeth: 

That shortly after the first settlement of the part of the province of Upper Louisiana (under the 
French government) included in the limits of the State of Missouri, and so early as the year 1720, it was 
discovered that a certain tract of country, situated about thirty miles southwest of the present village of 
St. Genevieve, in said province, abounded in lead mineral, and in honor of M. de la Motte, the governor 
of this country in the year 1713, being the first under the grant to Sieur Anthony Crozat, was called 
Mine la Motte, by which name it has ever since been known. 

That the French government, in order to encourage the discovery and working of lead mineral in 
that part of the province, gave permission to some individuals to work and occupy portions of land of 
greater and less dimensions at the Mine la Motte; concessions of land of greater and less dimensions to 
others at same place; which permissions and concessions have been transferred from one to another, 
sometimes by formal instruments in writing drawn up by a notary, sometimes by mere words; all 
evidence of which transfers have, from the lapse of time, from the indifference felt by the proprietors in 
those early periods of this country, and from the want of offices where the same might be preserved as 
muniments of titles, from accident, ignorance, and other causes inevitable in a country situated as this 
was in those periods, been lost, and now known but imperfectly by tradition from father to son, through 
one, two, and sometimes more generations; which titles had, at an early period, become vested in the 
before named Jean Baptiste Pratte, Jean Baptiste Vallé, St. Gemme Beauvais, and Francois Vallé. 

That these persons continued to work the said mine, to make improvements on the same, and enjoy 
the undisturbed and quiet possession of the whole tract known as Mine la Motte, without disturbance 
from the public authority, or by their fellow-citizens; that they rested secure in their possession, and 
believed that a title could be obtained from the government of Spain at any time when the same should 
be requested, all the proprietors being ancient, respectable, and faithful subjects of his Catholic Majesty, 
and one of them, Francois Vallé, being an officer in the government, and from the year 1792 till his death, 
which happened in the year 1804, the commandant, civil and military, of the post of St. Genevieve. 

That in the year 1800 they presented their petition to the lieutenant governor of his Catholic 
Majesty over the province of Upper Louisiana, praying him to grant and concede to them a tract of land 
of two leagues square, being 28,224 arpents, (French measure,) equal to 24,010 acres, (United States 
measure;) that the said lieutenant governor, by his decree of January 22, 1801, (conceiving it out of his 
power to grant the quantity of land prayed for,) referred the said petition to the intendant general of the 
province of Louisiana, at the same time observing that it was absolutely necessary that a grant ought to 
be made of the said tract of two leagues square to the petitioners for the purpose of working the lead 
mines; that they had for a long time before been at great expenses, and employed all their means in the 
raising of ore and smelting of lead therefrom; that the petitioners were most ancient and respectable 
inhabitants of the country, and faithful subjects of his Majesty, and concluded by permitting them to cut 
timber for the use of their works from the tract prayed for, and hoping that the intendant would, from his 
goodness, grant them the concession prayed for, as in and by the said petition and decree, the originals 
of which, and faithful translations of the same, hereunto annexed, and numbered one, will fully appear. 

That in the spring of the year 1802 the above petition and decree were transmitted to the intendant 
general at New Orleans by the hands of the Rev. James Maxwell, curate of St. Genevieve, who, on the 
behalf of the petitioners, presented a memorial to the intendant, praying for a grant of the said tract of 
land, and that the intendant, by his decree underneath the said memorial, ordered the documents accom- 
panying it to be translated into the Spanish language by the interpreter, Don Peter Derbigny, and then 
presented to the fiscal, as in and by the said memorial and decree, the originals of which, and faithful 
translations of the same, hereunto annexed, numbered two, will fully appear. 

That by reason of the death of the assessor of the intendancy, (the concurrence of which officer was 
necessary in the granting of lands,) which happened shortly afterwards, no further steps could be taken 
for the obtaining of the same until the appointment of another assessor by the King, which vacancy was 
never filled, and also the removal of Morales, the intendant ad interim of Louisiana, to whose department 
belonged the power to grant lands. 

That Don Manuel de Salcedo and the Marquis of Casa Calvo, the Spanish commissioners for the 
delivery of Louisiana, did, by their official letter of February 8, 1804, (a sworn copy of which letter, and 
faithful translation of the same, together with the depositions of Mr. Delassus, is hereunto annexed, num- 
bered three,) addressed to Don Carlos Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, in such his 
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official capacity, and received June 24, 1804, say the disposition made of the memorials of those who 
anciently possessed lands in this e pantry was approved, being according to justice; but as difficulties 
may, notwithstanding, arise, it w ould be proper, should this communication arrive in time, that your 
lordship should make a report and send it to us, that measures may be taken to secure their property to 
them, This is in answer to your official letter No. 24. On July 1, 1804, the said Don Carlos Delassus 
transmitted a copy, in the French language, of the same letter ‘to ‘Mr. Jean Baptiste Vallé, one of your 
petitioners, the successor of Francois Vallé in the office of commandant at this post of St. Genevieve, 
being the last commandant, and commissioned by Major Amos Stoddard, at tie same time remarking 
that as he had not received the said official communication until the 24th of June, and long after the delivery 
of possession of the country, he then sent a translation thereof, in order that he might communicate it to 
those interested in the mines, and that it might serve to assure their property to them, and inform them 
of the approbation of the superior who holds his powers under the King; all which will appear by the 
original letter of Delassus to J. B. Vallé, and a faithful translation of the same, hereto annexed, nuinbered 
four. 

That they, and those under whom they claim, have been in peaceable possession of the mine called 
La Motte, time whereof the memory of any person now living runneth not to the contrary. More than a 
century has rolled by since the origin of their title. 

That they have been in peaceable possession and enjoyment of the said tract of two leagues square 
of land since the year 1800, before it was known or even suspected by the inhabitants of the province 
that a cession of ‘it would be made. Confident, however, they are that, but for the premature death of 
the assessor, the grant which was prayed for would have been made. The official letter of Don Manuel 
Salcedo and the Marquis of Casa Calvo, above cited, will, they humbly hope, satisfy your honorable bodies 
that such their confidence was not ill founded. 

That the said tract of land prayed for in said petition has been surveyed by a deputy surveyor of 
Antoine Soulard, who was surveyor general of the province of Upper Louisiana under the government of 
Spain, and also under the American government, being continued in office by Major Amos” Stoddard, the 
first civil commandant after the change of gov ernment, the boundaries of which survey are as follows: 
beginning at a white oak, designated A; thence south 51° east, 560 poles, to a black oak; thence north 39° 
east, 1,120 poles, toa white oak; thence north 51° west, 1,532 poles, to a stake; thence south 55° west, 284 
poles; thence north 35° west, 270 poles, to a cherry; thence south 39° west, 1,540 poles, to a stake; thence 
south 51° east, 1,306 poles, to a stake; thence north 39° east, 610 poles, to a white oak, the beginning, as 
will appear by the original plat of survey hereunto annexed, and numbered five. 

Your petitioners refer your honorable bodies to the letter from the King of France to M. d’Abbadie, 
the director general and commandant of Louisiana, informing the Louisianians of the treaty of cession to 
Spain, and declaring the expectation of the French King that the inhabitants would be preserved and 
maintained in their estates which had been granted to them by the governors and directors of the colony; 
and that, finally, all their grants, though not confirmed by the French authorities, would be confirmed by 
his Catholic Majesty; the sentiments of which letter, it is believed, correspond with the stipulations of 
the treaty. 

They refer your honorable bodies to the proclamation of Don Manuel de Salcedo and the Marquis of 
Casa Calvo, commissioners on the part of the government of Spain for the delivery of the province of 
Louisiana to the French republic, dated at New Orleans, May 18, 1803, whereby the inhabitants of the 
province are assured that they will be maintained and preserved in the peaceable possession of their 
estates, and confirmed in all the grants or properties, of whatsoever species, to them made by the governor 
of these provinces, although the same should not have been confirmed by his Majesty.—(See the procla- 
mation, a governmental paper.) 

They refer your honorable bodies to the treaty of cession between the United States of America and 
the French republic, wherein it is stipulated that the inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be main- 
tained and protected in the free enjoyment of their property. They would recall to your recollection the 
declarations of Major Amos Stoddard, the first civil commandant of Upper Louisiana under the goverment 
of the United States, wherein the claimants to land in Upper Louisiana are assured that the United States 
feel all the ardor for their interests which a warm attachment can inspire; that it will be among some of 
their first objects to ascertain and confirm their land titles; that they are cognizant of the dex ‘anged state 
of these titles, and of the existence of a multitude of equitable claims, under legal surveys, where no 
grants or concessions have been procured; that, ultimately, the most ample justice will be done, and in 
the final adjustment no settler or landholder will have any just cause to complain. But, alas! twenty-one 
years have passed away and no final adjustment has been made. Ever since the change of government 
the difficulty of settling land claims has been a source of uneasiness. The ancient inhabitants have been 
superseded in their influence and in the trade of the country by strangers. 

It is upon these claims they place their dependence. Under the former government these claims were 
little regarded; they knew that they were then secure, but now things have changed. What was formerly 
of no consequence i s now the only resource of their declining years and the support of their children and 
children’s children, and the number of descendants of the four original claimants are one hundred and 
forty-one, (see deposition marked seven.) In this case it is literally true. They have come under the 
government of the United States without consultation, and they trust that what they once claimed as 
their own will not now be wrested from them. 

And your petitioners further show unto your honorable bodies that the claim herein exhibited has 
been before the board of commissioners appointed to adjudicate upon the claims to land derived from the 
French and Spanish governments in the Territory of Louisiana; that said board being prohibited in the 
confirmation of claims exe eeding one leage square, or including either a lead mine or salt neers, did not 
confirm this claim. The decision of the board against confirming it was made December 27, 1811, (see 
message from the President of the United States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of War, and of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in relation to the salt springs and lead and copper mines, of 
March 28, 1824, read on the 30th same month, pages 48, 49, 103, 104, and 105, also an examined copy of 
the proceedings of the board in relation to said claim, made by the Hon. John Scott, the representative of 
the State of Missouri in the Congress of the United States, numbered six.) That the recorder of land 
titles was, from the limited authority conferred on him, incompetent to decide on this claim. 

In support of the facts and allegations in this petition set forth, they refer your honorable bodies to 
the history of this country, to oral tradition received and believed here, to the governmental papers, to the 
documents hereunto annexed and herein referred to, and to the depositions accompanying this petition. 
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And, finally, your petitioners show that the act of Congress entitled “An act enabling the claimants 
to lands withia the limits of the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to institute proceedings to 
try the validity of their claims,” approved May 26, 1824, does not embrace this claim; wherefore, your 
petitioners are without remedy except before your honorable bodies, no other tribunal now constituted, 
or heretofore constituted, being competent to decide on the same; and to the Congress of the United 
States, their dernier resort, they prefer their petition; and the whole being examined, they pray that a law 
may be passed confirming to your petitioners, according to their respective interests, the said tract of 
land of two leagues square. Dated at St. Genevieve, October 24, 1825. 

J. PRATTE. os 

J. BAPTISTE VALLE. 

ST. G. BEAUVAIS. 

J. B. PRATTE. F 
MARIE PRATTE NET VALLE. 
W. WILKINSON. 

EMILIE WILKINSON. 

R. T. BROWN. 

CATHERINE BROWN. 
CHARLES C. VALLE. 
FRANCIS VALLE. 

BEVERLY ALLEN. 

CELESTE M. ALLEN. 





No. 1. 


Sr. Genevieve, /e 15 Octobre, 1800. 

Les soussignés ont l’honneur de vous exposer, qu’ayant fait l’achat de la mine de plomb, nommé a la 
Mothe, par adjudication de ce que appatenoit & feu Jean Datcherut, jointe 4 ce qui provenoit en propres a 
quelquwuns des dits soussignés. que depuis ce tems, ils ont exploité la ditte mines avec de depenses trés 
considerables pour le retablissement de la ditte, qui avoit été par un laps de tems demeuré, sans exploita- 
tions, et que par leur industrie et des ouvrages continuel, pour parvenir de la métre en etat de rembourser 
aux supliants les grandes depenses que cela leur & occasioné; elle commencerai a repondre a leur intentions 
la devenant pour le present lucrative; et comme le bois est le plus necessaire pour la fonte des mineraux, 
qui est pour le present trés eloignée de la ditte mine par la consommation qui en a été fait ci-devant 
par les anciens exploiteur de la ditte mine dont le nombre des années est hors de la memoire des dits 
supliants, seulement par les informations de leurs pere et amis qui y ont travaillé sans pouvoir leur en 
donner une groete certaine, les dits supliants se retire vers vous, monsieur, pour vous supplier de leur 
accorder la quantité de deux lieues quarré de terre, tenant 4 la ditte mine, pour y jouir des foréts, bois, 
materiaux, et autres commodité, convenable 4 exploitation de la ditte mine, et faute des quels cela leur 
ferai un tord trés considerable et detruirai tous leurs travaux present et avenir. S’obligeant les suppliant 
de se conformer aux loix contumes et constitution du royaume, ce faisant, ils ne cesseront d’offrir des 
voeux au ciel pour votre conservation. ; 
J. BAPTISTE VALLE. 
ST. G. BEAUVAIS. 

F. VALLE. 
PRATTE. 
Don Cuartes Denavir DExassus, 

Theutenant Colonel et Lieutenant Governor de la Haute Louisiane, &c. 


Sr. Louts pes Inurnors, le 22d Janvier, 1801. 


N’etant pas en notre pouvoir d’accorder une concession de cette étendue demandé, nous renvoyons les 
supliants pardevant monseigneur V’intendant, & qui nous avons Vhonneur d’informer que l’usage qu’ils le 
propose de faire de ces deux lieux quarré leurs est absolument indispensable pour exploiter la mine et en 
tirer le plomb; qu’en autre, que les quatre personnes qui la demande depuis tres long tems, employent 
toutes leurs forces a grand frais pour en tirer le plomb minéral, si util 4 Etat et au public, sont des plus 
anciens habitans, notables du pais et fidels sujets de S. M. C. qui dans toutes les circonstances ont toujours 
été employés par le gouvernement ayant toujours montré le plus grand zéle, toute le fois quwils ont put se 
rendre utiles avec le plus grand disinteréssement; et en ces considerations pour que leurs travaux ne 
souffrent aucun retard, nous leur permettons de couper le bois, qui leur sera nécessaire dans le domaine de 
S. M. au lieu qu’il demande provisoirement, espérant de la bonté de monseigneur l’intendant qu’il voudra 
bien leur accorder cette concession grace 4 la qu’elle ils sont dignée & tous egards. 


CHAS. DEHAULT DELASSUS. 





No. 2. 
Nueva Orteans, 29 de Abril, de 1802. 


Don Santiago Maxwell, cura de la parroquia de Sta. Genoveva de Ilinois, 4 V. con el debido respeto, 
expongo: Que segun consta del poder que acompana, Dn. Francisco y Don Juan Bautista Vallé, Don Juan 
Bautista Pratte, y Don St. James Beauvais, ma han encargado de solicitar en su nombre la concession de 
dos leguas en quadro cerca del parage nombrado la Mina 4 la Motte, en consideracion de los trabajos y 
gastos que han hecho en la dicha mina, cuyos motivos van expuestos en el adjunto memorial presentado 
por ellos al teniente gobernador de Ilinois, quien por la carta que tambien agreyo les avisé que hubieran 
de acudir al tribunal de V. En esta atencion, y en consideracion de las razones en que se fundan para 
solicitar la dicha concesion, suplico se sirva V. conceder les la gracia que piden, y espero obtener de su 


notoria rectitud. 
DIEGO MAXWELL. 
Senor InrENDENTE GENERAL. 
VOL. IV. 68 c 
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Nveva Orteans, 30 de Abril, de 1802. 


Por presentados los documentos que acompanan, traduscasen al idioma Castellano, por el interprete 
Don Pedro Derbigny, y fecho dese vista al senor fiseal. 
MORALES. 





No. 3. 


Strate or Missourt, County of St. Louis, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, judge of the probate court in and for the county of St. 
Louis, Charles Dehault Delassus, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he was lieutenant 
governor of Upper Louisiana from the month of July, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
nine, until the ninth day of March, one thousand eight hundred and four; and that on the twenty-fourth 
day of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and four, he received from Don Juan Manuel de 
Salcedo and the Marquis de Casa Calvo, commissioners for the delivery of this (then province) to the 
United States, a letter dated the eighth of February, one thousand eight hundred and four, signed by them 
with their own proper signatures and names, a copy of which letter, with his name signed in the margin 
thereof, for the purpose of identification, is hereunto attached; the criginal of which letter he has not now 
in his possession, having received the same from those officers as an official letter directed to him in his 
official capacity, and written by them in their official capacity. He considered the same as a proper 
public document to be delivered up for the benefit of the claimants and the country. 

And he further deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with John Bte. Vallé, St. James 
Beauvais, Francois Vallé, and John Bte. Pratte; that they were and are amongst the most ancient and 
respectable inhabitants of the country; and he knows personally that they were in the exclusive and 
peaceable possession of the land and mines known by the name of the Mine la Motte, for many years, 
under the Spanish government; and he is informed and believes that they and their representatives have 
remained and continued in the peaceable and uninterrupted possession ever since. 


Sworn to September 9, 1825, and subscribed at the same time. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


M. 8. LEDUC, Jr., Judge of Probate. 
Nueva OrieEans, 8 de Febro., de 1804. 


La disposicion que vs. ha tomado decretando los memoriales de aquellos que de tiempo antiguo 
poseian tierras enesos parages es de nuestra aprobacion por ser arregladada 4 justicia; sin embargo 
podria sufrir alguna dificuldad, y convendria si esta lega 4 tiempo que vs. formase una relacion, y la 
prasase 4 nuestras manos, para representarlo y tomar alguna providencia que les asegurase sus pro- 
piedades. 

Es contestacion al oficio de vs. No. 211. 


Dios que 4 vs. ms. as. 
MANUEL DE SALCEDO. 


EL MARQ. DE CASA CALVO. 


Car.tos Denautt Dexassvus. 





No. 1. 
Sr. Genevieve, October 15, 1800. 


The undersigned have the honor to represent to you that having purchased the lead mine named La 
Motte, by purchasing what belonged to Jean Datcherat, which they have united to what belonged already 
to some of the undersigners; and that since that time they have worked said mine with considerable 
expenses, said mine having remained without exploration for a number of years, and that it was by their 
continual work and industry that they have been enabled to put it in a situation to indemnify them of 
their expenses, and begins to be profitable to the supplicants. And as the timber or fire-wood is of the 
most necessary for the smelting of ore, and as it begins to get scarce around the mine for the reason of 
its long being worked, the number of years being out of the recollection of the supplicants, only by 
hearsay from their fathers and friends who have worked at it without being able to give them a fixed 
epoch, said supplicants draw near you, sir, that you may be pleased to grant them the quantity of two 
leagues square of land joining to said mine, to enjoy of the forest, woods, materials, and other convenient 
commodities for the working of said mine, for want of which they will suffer considerable damages, and 
may lose their present and future works; the supplicants obligating themselves to conform to the laws, 
customs, and constitution of the kingdom, and they will not cease to pray God for the conservation of 


your days. ‘ 
J. BTE. VALLE. 
J. ST. G. BEAUVAIS. 
FROIS. VALLE PRATTE. 


Don Cuartes Denavutr Dexassts, 
Lieutenant Colonel and [ieutenant Governor of Upper Louisiana, éc. 





No. 1. 


Sr. Louis or Intinots, January 22, 1801. 


It not being in our power to grant a concession of the extent of the one asked for, we send the sup- 
plicants to his lordship, the intendant, to whom we have the honor to inform that the use which the 








1826. CLAIM IN MISSOURI. 539 


~ 





supplicants intend to make of those two leagues square are of absolute necessity to them to enable them 
to work the mine and get out the lead; and, besides, the four persons who make the demands have, since 
a long time, employed their means with large expenses to get out the lead—a mineral so useful to the 
State and to the public—and are of the most ancient and notable inhabitants of the country, and faithful 
subjects of his Catholic Majesty; and who have, in all circumstances, been employed by the government, 
having always manifested the greatest zeal every time they could render themselves useful. In this 
consideration, that their works suffer no delay, we permit them, in the meantime, to cut the wood of 
which they may be in want on the domains of his Majesty, on the place which they have demanded, 
hoping that his lordship the intendant will be so good as to grant them this concession—a grace to 
which they are by all means worthy. 








CH. DEHAULT DELASSUS. 





No. 2. 


New Orteans, April 29, 1802. 


Don Santiago Maxwell, curate of the parish of St. Genevieve, of Illinois, with due respect to your 
lordship, says: That, as it appears by the power of attorney (poder) which accompanies this, given me 
by Don Francois Vallé, Don Jn. Bte. Vallé, Don Jn. Bte. Pratte, and Don St. James Beauvais, I am 
charged to solicit, in their names, the concession of two leagues in square, near the place named Mine 4 
la Motte, in consideration of the works and expenses which they have made in said mine, which is set forth 
in the adjoining memorial by them presented to the lieutenant governor of Illinois, whom, by the letter 
which is also annexed, he advises that they have to apply to the tribunal of your lordship. In this view, 
and in consideration of the reasons on which they have depended to solicit the said concession, your 
lordship is supplicated to be willing to concede them the favor which they ask, and which they hope to 


obtain of your known rectitude. 
DIEGO MAXWELL. 


The Intenpant GENERAL. 





No. 2. 
New Orteans, April 30, 1802. 


The accompanying documents were presented. They will be translated into the Spanish language 
by the interpreter, Don Pedro Derbigny, and they will be presented to the fiscal. 
MORALES. 





No. 3. 
New Orteans, February 5, 1804. 


The disposition taken by your lordship to decree the memorials of those who anciently possessed 
land in those countries is of our approbation, being according to justice. Notwithstanding some difficulty 
may arise, it will be proper, if this get in time, to make a report and send it to us; to make a representa- 
tion and take some measure to insure them in their properties. This is in answer to the fiscal letter of 


your lordship No. 211. God keep your lordship many years. 
MANUEL DE SALCEDO. 


EL MARQ. DE CASA CALVO. 
Don. Cartos DEnassts. 


Strate or Missourt, County of St. Genevieve, ss: 

Personally appeared Joseph Bogy before me, a justice of the peace in and for said county, who, being 
duly sworn, upon his oath saith that he is acquainted with the French and Spanish languages, and that 
the several pieces of writing on this sheet, numbered 1, 2, 3, are faithful translations of the preceding 
documents in the French and Spanish languages, respectively numbered 1, 2, 3. 

JOSEPH BOGY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 14th day of October, 1825. 
JOSEPH D. GRAFTON, J. P. 





No. 4. 


En dotte du 8 Fevrier dernier, les brigadiers de S. M. C., Don Jean Manuel de Salcedo et le Marquis 
de Casa Calvo, commissionne pour la remise de cette province me disent ce que je vous traduit: , 

“Les dispositione que votre seigneur a prise en décrétant les placéte de ces habitans qui possedaient 
anciennement des terres dans les endroits m’existent notre approbation étant de toute justice, non obstant 
cela il pourrait survenir quelque difficulté, et it serait convenable si celle ci arrive a tems, que votre 
seigneurs en fasse une relation et la passe en nos maine pour representer et prendre quelques mesures 
qui leur assureraient leur propriétés; c’est en réponce a l’office de votre seigneurs No. 211.” 

Et comme j’ai recu cette office le 24 Juin dernier, long-tems aprés la remise, je vous envoie cette traduc- 
tion pour que vous la conserviens-quiez aux interésses de la mine, & fin que cela puisse servir 4 leur 
assurer leur propriété, faisant savoir cette approbation de la superiorité qui tient les pouvoirs du Roy. 

Dieu vous ait en sainte garde. St. Louis des Illinois, Juillet 1, 1804. 

CHARLES DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Mr. Baptiste Vatuk. 
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No. 4. 


Under date of the 8th February last, the brigadiers of his Catholic Majesty, Don Jean Manuel de Salcedo 

and the Marquis of Casa Calvo, commissioned for the delivery of this province, said to me what I translate 
to you: 
“The disposition which your lordship has taken in decreeing the petition of the inhabitants who 
anciently possessed lands in those places deserve our approbation, being according to justice; notwith- 
standing some difficulty may arise, it will be proper, if this get in time, to make a report, and send it to 
us to make representation, and take some measure to insure them in their property. This is in answer 
to the official letter of your lordship No. 211.” 

And as I received that official letter the 24th of June last, long time after the transfer, I send you this 
translation that you may communicate it to those interested in the mine, to the end that it may serve to 
assure their property; causing to be known this approbation of the superior who holds his power of the 
King. God preserve you. St. Louis of the Illinois, July 1, 1804. 

CHARLES DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Mr. Baptiste Var. 


Srate or Missouri, County of St. Genevieve, ss: 

Personally appeared Joseph Bogy before me, a justice of the peace in and for said county, who, being 
duly sworn, on his oath saith that he is acquainted with the handwriting and signature of Charles Dehault 
Delassus, and believes the signature on the foregoing paper, No. 4, to be his signature; further, that he 
is acquainted with the French language, and that the above is a faithful translation of the paper No. 4, 


being a letter from said Dalassus to Mr. B. Valle. 
JOSEPH D. BOGY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 14th day of October, 1825. 
JOSEPH D. GRAFTON, J. P. 





No. 5. 


[Here, in the original, is a plat of the survey. ] ; 

I do certify that the above plat represents 28,224 arpents, or 24,142 acres of land, situate on the river 
St. Francois, including Mine ila Motte, beginning at A, as laid down in the plat surveyed by me for 
John B. Vallé, St. James Beauvais, Francis Vallé, and Pratte. Done by virtue of a concession granted 
them by Don Charles Dehault Delassus, bearing date January 22, 1801. Given under my hand this 22d 
of February, 1806. 
NATHANIEL COOK, Deputy Surveyor, district of St. Genevieve. 
24,426 acres 75 poles. 


Received for record. St. Louis, February 26, 1806. 
ANTOINE SOULARD, Surveyor General Louisiana. 





No. 6. 
Extract from the books of the commissioners. 


“ John Baptiste Pratte, St. James Beauvais, Francois Vallé, and John Baptiste Vallé, claiming two 
leagues square of land situate at Mine la Motte, district of St. Genevieve, produce a record of petition 
and recommendation for a concession from Charles D. Delassus, L. G., dated January 22, 1801; record of 
a power of attorney to James Maxwell to obtain said concessions; record of a petition of said Maxwell 
to the intendant, dated April 29, 1802; an order from Morales to Peter Derbigny to translate the documents 
and petition, dated New Orleans, April 30, 1802; record of a plat of survey of 28,224 arpents, dated 
February 22, 1806; certified February 26, 1806. 

“Tt is the opinion of a majority of the board that this claim ought not tu be confirmed. 

‘‘ Frederick Bates, commissioner, forbears giving an opinion.” 


Srate or Missourt, County of St. Genevieve, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for said county, John Scott, who, being 
duly sworn, deposeth and saith the foregoing extract from the books of the commissioners is a full and 
true copy of the proceedings had by them in relation to the claim therein mentioned, and the same was had 


on Friday December 27, 1811. 
JOHN SCOTT. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of October, 1825. 
JOS. D. GRAFTON, J. P. 


Missouri Territory, St. Genevieve County, ss: 

On the day of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, before me, Thomas Oliver, one of the 
justices of the peace for said county, personally came Auguste Abuchon, of the town of St. Genevieve, in 
the said county, and John Baptiste Janis, sr., of the same, who, being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists, 
depose and say that they have resided in the Illinois country ever since their births, (the said Abuchon 
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being now seventy-two years of age, and the said Janis sixty years of age,) and that, from the first of 
their recollection, they well know the tract of country called La Mine Ala Motte, and that it was occupied, 
held, and possessed by divers citizens of the said country, who raised and smelted on their own account 
lead and mineral thereon; that it was well understood by all the inhabitants that the same had been 
originally granted by and under the authority of the French government during the time they held the 
same; that the lots and tracts of land were bought and sold like all other real estate in the country, and 
title deeds executed before the public functionaries of the country; that about the year seventeen hundred 
and ninety it was well known and understood the whole of the said Mine Ala Motte tract came by 
purchase and was vested in Jean Baptiste Pratte, Jean Baptiste St. Germe. Beauvais, Francis Vallé, and 
John Baptiste Vallé, who have remained in possession thereof to this time. And the deponents further 
say that they never knew or heard of any other person or persons claiming the said tract of land, or any 
part thereof, but the said original grantees or their assignees; and they further say that during the time 
of the Spanish government (they think about eighteen years ago) it was well understood by the 
inhabitants of the country that a concession had been granted by that government to the said Messrs. 
Pratte, Beauvais, Frangois, and John Baptiste Vallé, for a quantity of land, round the said Mine 4 la Motte 
of two leagues square. 


his 
AUGUSTE + ABUCHON. 
mark. 
JOHN BAPTISTE JANIS, Sr. 


Sworn to and subscribed the day and year above, before me. 
THOMAS OLIVER, J. P. 


Strate or Missourt, County of St. Louis, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, judge of the probate court for the county of St. Louis, 
State of Missouri, Auguste Chouteau, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that when he first came 
in this Upper Louisiana, in 1763, he found one of the Vallés in possession and exploring the mine called 
Mine ala Motte; that he, in company with his son, to wit, Vallé, jr., continued to explore the said mine 
until the year 1769, at which time the son of said Vallé was killed by the Chickasaw Indians, which 
circumstance compelled the said Vallé to abandon the said mine; but that some short time after he, said 
Vallé, went to the said mine and explored it, and was again attacked by the said Chickasaw nation, 
where, in the attack, a man called Labastille was burned by said Indians, which circumstance occasioned 
said Vallé to abandon again said mine; and that some short time after the second attack, to wit, as the 
affiant believes, about the year 1780 or 1782, the said Vallé went again to explore said mine; and that 
the said mine was explored by said Vallé, and through or under him ever since, without interruption. 
And this affiant further saith that he is personally acquainted with John Baptiste Vallé, John Baptiste 
Pratte, St. Germe. Beauvais, and Francis Vallé, and that he knows that they were under the Spanish 
government for a long time before the acquisition of this country by the United States, and he believes 
ever since in possession of the aforesaid Mine 4 la Motte, and that he has always understood they claimed 
title to the same; and their possession of the property and enjoyment of said lands and mine, and of those 
claiming under them, has been peaceable, quiet, undisputed, and uninterrupted to this day. 

AUG. CHOUTEAU. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, at St. Louis, September 14, 1825. 

M. P. LEDUC, J. Prob. 





7 No. 7. 


SratE or Missourt, County of Genevieve, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for the county aforesaid, Francis Janis, 
sen., who, being duly sworn, upon his oath saith that the descendants of Francis Vallé, deceased, one of 
the claimants to the Mine 4 la Motte, are thirty-seven; of St. Germe. Beauvais, one of the claimants, are 
fifty-three; of Jean Baptiste Vallé, one of the claimants, are eleven; of Jean Baptiste Pratte, the fourth 
claimant, are forty; making in all one hundred and forty-one descendants of the four original claimants. 


FRANQOIS JANIS. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, the justice aforesaid, October 24, 1825. 
JOS. D. GRAFTON, J. P. 


Strate or Missourtr, County of St. Genevieve : 

Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for the county aforesaid, Joseph Bogy, 
who, being duly sworn, upon his oath saith that Mary Pratte, Catherine Brown, Emily Wilkinson, Celeste 
M. Allen, Francois Vallé, and Charles C. Vallé, are the heirs and legal representatives of Frangois Vallé, 
deceased, one of the claimants to the mine called “ Mine 4 la Motte,” situated in that part of the county 


of Madison formerly within the limits of the county of St. Genevieve, State of Missouri. 
JOSEPH BOGY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the justice aforesaid, this 24th day of October, 1825. 
JOS. D. GRAFTON, J. P. 
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PURCHASES OF REAL ESTATE FOR THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE 
STATES SINCE JULY 4, 1776. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 15, 1826. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a report from the late Secretary of War to the late 
President of the United States, with documents containing information requested by a resolution of the 
House of April 10, 1824, relating to purchases of real estate in behalf of the United States within the 
territorial limits of any State since July 4, 1776. These papers were prepared during the last session of 
Congress, but by some accident were not then communicated to the House. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Wasuineton, February 15, 1826. 





Department oF War, February 14, 1825, 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the House of Representatives requesting 
the President of the United States to cause to be submitted to the House a “statement of the several 
purchases of real estate in behalf of the United States within the territorial limits of any State since July 
4, 1776, for public purposes, in pursuance of any act of Congress, or by any department or officer of the 
general government, denoting in each case the particular authority under which each purchase was 
made; its date, and the end or use for which it was effected; the nature of the estate thereby acquired, 
and the person or persons by whom and to whom such estate was conveyed; together with the fact 
whether such purpose was or was not accompanied with the express consent of the State of whose 
territory such real estate constituted a part; and, in the former case, whether any, and if any, what 
special jurisdiction accompanied the cession or conveyance,” has the honor to transmit herewith a 
statement prepared by the chief engineer, which contains all the information in relation to the subject 
which this office can furnish. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. CALHOUN. 


The Preswent of the United States. 





EneinEer Departuent, Washington, February 12, 1825. 


Sm: I have prepared, and have the honor to present herewith, agreeably to your instructions, a 
statement of the several purchases of real estate in behalf of the United States since July 4, 1776, required 
by a resolution of the House of Representatives of April 10, 1824. 

This statement is founded upon documents in the department, and upon returns received since the 
date of the resolution from the district attorneys of all the States and Territories of the Union, except 
Connecticut, the eastern district of Virginia, the two districts of Tennessee, Louisiana, and Indiana. The 
receipt of returns from these States would, however, scarcely vayy the report, as it is believed that little, 
if any, real estate for military purposes has been acquired therein which is not included in the documents 
referred to. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ALEXANDER MACOMB, Maj. Gen., Chief Engineer. 


Hon. J. ©. Catnoun, Secretary of War. 
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552 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 500. 





No. 499. [1st Sxsston, 


19tH Coneress. | 











APPLICATION OF RHODE ISLAND FOR LANDS FOR EDUCATION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 16, 1826. 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. 


In GeneraL AssemBiy, January Session, A. D. 1826. 


Voted and resolved, That the senators of this State in the Congress of the United States be, and they 
are hereby, instructed, and the representatives of this State in the Congress of the United States be, and 
they are hereby, requested to use their exertions to procure the passage of an act of Congress appro- 
priating to this State her proportion of the public lands of the United States for the establishment of an 
education fund in this State. 


True copy. Witness: 
HENRY BOWEN, Secretary. 





191 Coneress. ] No. 500. [1st Sessron. 








PURCHASES OF REAL ESTATE FOR THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE 
STATES SINCE JULY 4, 1776. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 17, 1826. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit herewith a report from the Secretary of the Navy, with a further document prepared in 
compliance with a resolution of the House of April 10, 1824, and containing information relating to pur- 
chases of real estate in behalf of the United States within the territorial limits of any State since July 


4, 1776. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Wasuineton, February 17, 1826. 





Navy Deparraent, February 16, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a resolution which passed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives April 10, 1824, upon the subject of real estate acquired since July 4, 1776, on behalf of the 
United States within the territorial limits of any State; together with the original report and statement 
made by this department to the President of the United States in pursuance of the said resolution. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD 
The Presipent of the United States. 





Navy Department, December 22, 1824. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, adopted April 10, 1824, which 
you referred to me, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement of real estate purchased or acquired 
for naval purposes on kehalf of the United States since the year 1776; which statement contains, as far as 
known to this department, all the information required by the said resolution. 


I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


The Preswent of the United States. 
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1896.] LEAD MINES IN MISSOURI. 555 


— 





191TH ConcRESs. | No. 501. [1st Session. 
— ae > - — - —- 


GENERAL OPERATIONS AND HISTORY OF LEAD MINES IN MISSOURI AND THE UPPER 
MISSISSIPPI COUNTRY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 1826. 


War Department, February 18, 1826. 


Sir: Since the report of this department on the resolution of the Senate of the 15th of December 
last, relating to leases for lead mines and salt springs, communicated by the President to the Senate on 
the 7th instant, the colonel of ordnance has made an additional report in relation to lead mines, which 
contains much,valuable information, in addition to the report on the subject already rendered; and I have, 
therefore, the honor of communicating it herewith for the consideration of the Senate. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR 


The Vice Presipent and Preswwent Senate (/nited States. 





Orpnance Departwent, Washington, February 7, 1826. 


Sir: Lieutenant Thomas, the officer employed in superintending the operations of the United States 
lead mines in the western country, has made a full report upon the subject generally. The report contains 
much valuable information concerning the lead mines, and demonstrates their great value. It also exhibits 
general and just views respecting the management of them, and I beg leave to submit it for your 
examination. 

It is due to Lieutenant Thomas on this occasion to state that the industry and ability which he has 
manifested in the conduct of this business since he has had the superintendence of it entitles him to 
commendation, and I take great pleasure in expressing this opinion of his merits. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. BOMFORD, Brevet Colonel, on ordnance service. 

Hon. James Barsovr, Secretary of War. 





Wasutneton, D. C., January, 1826. 


Sir: I have reported to you from time to time my transactions whilst superintending the United States 
lead mines and mineral lands in the State of Missouri and at the river Au Ferre, near the north boundary 
of the State of Illinois; but from the desultory manner the information has been transmitted, and its 
having been chiefly confined to business transactions arising under leases, I deem it requisite to make a 
report of a more general nature, embracing the subject in all its details. 

The lead mines of Missouri, we are informed in a view of them published by Mr. Schoolcraft, were 
discovered about a century ago, by Renault and others, in the employ of the French “Company of the 
West,” who wrought them extensively during the time this part of the country was under their control, a 
period of about twenty-four years, after which individuals continued to work at the mines until Louisiana 
passed into the possession of Spain, in 1796. 

Some grants of mining privileges were received by individuals from the Spanish authorities, but it 
was customary to permit all residents of the country to dig lead ore in any part of the King’s domain 
which was not granted to individuals. This was the situation of the mine country when taken possession 
of by the United States, in March, 1804. : 

The fame of the lead mines was well known to the government at the period we acquired the country, 
_ we find that as early as December, 1805, they are noticed in the message of the President to 

ongress. 

In 1807 the law directing the reservation of the mines from sale and authorizing them to be leased 
to individuals was enacted. It has frequently been observed that the power of leasing was of little use, 
as no provision was made for the appointment of an agent to attend toit. This duty was attached to 
the office of the recorder of land titles at St. Louis, a distance of seventy miles from the principal seat 
of the mines. I am not aware of the extent of the proceedings in this business by the recorder, but the 
following extract of a report made by him to the Commissioner of the General Land Office in 1816, 
extracts from a report made by the late Moses Austin, esq., to the same, from the work of Mr. Schoolcraft, 
and the letters of individuals, will render some idea of the state of the mine country from 1807 to 1824, 
a period of seventeen years. ae 

In 1816 the recorder writes to the commissioner (Mr. Meigs) on the subject of intrusions by indi- 
viduals on public mineral lands: “ With unexampled lenity, however, the government has not only forborne 
to inflict those penalties provided by law, but has left persons thus offending in the undisturbed possession 
of the most valuable mines in the county of St. Genevieve. From hence it has arisen that your agents 
have possession of but a small portion of those lead mines and salt springs to which you have unques- 
tionable titles. I know of none except those leased to Partenay, of which you are already sufficiently 
informed, and a recent discovery near Mine 4 Burton, of which I have put his son in possession. A settler 
in the neighborhood, who has no survey and who expects five hundred arpents of land from your bounty 
on account of his improvement, has instituted a suit for that trespass. Such is the situation of your 
agents here. I should not be surprised if in a little while we were fined and imprisoned by those for 
whose punishment the intrusion acts were intended. Speculative mischiefs should be suppressed in their 
origin; they acquire accession and strength every day they are tolerated; the confederacy extends itself, 
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the interest becomes diffused and ramified, and he who at first thought of no more than a momentary 
advantage begins to plead principles in support of his own violations of law.” 

1816. In answer to the commissioner, Mr. Austin writes: “Intrusions, permanent or transitory, I do 
not think come within my province to point out; that there are intruders on public lead mines is trye. 
that the public have suffered some thousands of dollars annually is an unquestionable fact, but these facts 
may be drawn from the officer charged with the care of the domain.” 

1818. Schoolcraft, in his view of the mines, states: ‘‘When a discovery of lead has been made, the 
miners from the neighboring country have flocked to it, and commenced digging as usual, no one troubling 
himself about a lease, and thus the provisions of the law have been, in a great measure, disregarded.” 

1822. Ina letter addressed to the Ordnance office by Mr. John Perry, of Potosi, Missouri, he states. 
‘When a person makes a discovery of ore, either on public or private land, all the miners in the neighhor. 
hood gather in, and each man marks off a hole four or five feet square, from which he claims twelve feet 
(superficial) in every direction, taking care not to interfere with each other; and for each 1,000 pounds of 
mineral, if raised on private land, the proprietor pays 400 pounds of lead; if raised on public land, the 
miner sells it at the rate of 460 pounds of lead for each 1,000 pounds of mineral.” Mr. Perry was informed 
he could not, at that period, obtain a lease, and he replies: “In the meantime I should be glad to be put 
in possession of the land by permit or otherwise. Should it be delayed until a formal lease is forwarded, 
the mineral will be dug out so that the land will be scarcely worth leasing. I should feel myself as much 
bound for the rent by a permit to take possession as if I should receive a lease.” 

Such was the state of the public mines in Missouri upon my arrival there, in the latter end of November 
1824. Notwithstanding I avoided interfering in any manner with such of the mines to which there wag 
a shadow of a private claim, a large population having had undisturbed possession of all the public mines 
for a number of years, appropriating the whole produce to their private benefit, it was not an easy matter 
to dispossess them, nor is it yet entirely effected. It is, however, but doing justice to a great majority of 
the mine population to state that those who yet adhere to the practice of trespassing upon the public mines 
are the most worthless and abanduned part of the community, and are equally disposed to plunder the 
private as public mines. Under such embarrassments my whole operations had to be carried on; and I 
am much indebted to the firm conduct and uninterrupted support, in all my movements, received from the 
lessees of the first mine I leased, (Messrs. Wm. M. & John Perry, of the town of Potosi.) Their example 
had much influence upon the people of the district. They are among the oldest and most respectable 
inhabitants of the mine country. 








































































Situation and extent of the mine country. 


The district of country in Missouri in which lead mines are at present wrought is situated may be 
stated at about fifty miles square, taking the town of Potosi as a centre. Potosi is situated in the county 
of Washington, in latitude 38° north, about 30 miles west of the Mississippi river, and 40 miles south of the 
river Missouri, distant from St. Louis about 70 miles. There is but one mine at present wrought out of 
the bounds of this district, that of La Motte, situated about 35 miles southeast of Potosi. That lead ore 
exists over a larger space than the above bounds I have every reason to believe, but at present I shall 
confine my observations to this district. 

The bounds above stated comprise 2,500 square miles. This land has been surveyed, and the greater 
part of it has been offered for sale; a part has been purchased by individuals, another portion is held under 
Spanish and French grants, donations from the United States, &c., &c. The land thus owned is principally 
confined to that best adapted to agricultural purposes, the cause for which is obvious; the Spanish authori- 
ties permitted the inhabitants to dig lead ore on any part of the King’s domain; the United States govern- 
ment has heretofore omitted to prevent digging on public mineral land, and, at the same time, forbidden 
the sale of it. 

The plat of survey annexed to this report will show the position of the mines, or rather diggings, 
where lead ore is obtained under the leases from the United States. It wiil be observed they are scat- 
tered over the country; the intermediate land will produce much ore when properly searched. 

The reservations from sale on account of indications of lead ore are chiefly in the vicinity of Potosi. 
The first of them were made upon the reports of the surveyors, and of others who knew the facts and 
stated them to the registers of the land offices. 

On this subject, in the report made by the Commissioner of the General Land Office (George 
Graham, esq.) in 1824, it is stated: “The only measures which the government has yet taken to discover 
the extent to which minerals may exist on the public lands are the instructions given to the surveyor 
general to note, on the official returns of surveys, all the appearances indicative of their existence. 
Agreeably to the general provisions of the laws regulating the sale of public lands, reservations have 
been made, by registers of the proper land offices, of those lands on which mineral appearances are indi- 
cated by the returns of the surveyor general; but, inasmuch as the observations of the surveyor must 
necessarily be restricted to the immediate vicinity of the lines of survey, consequently, evidences of the 
existence of minerals must be partial and indefinite; and in excluding from sale the lands supposed to 
afford mineral the register of the land office, in the absence of definite information, must act according 
to the best of his judgment, from the means afforded him. Under such circumstances it may reasonably be 
expected that many tracts of productive mineral land may have been omitted to be reserved, and that 
many tracts of inferior mineral land may have been reserved.” 

After observing that a list of the reserved lands was not in possession, the report goes on tu state: 
“T have caused the lands which have been sold in those townships, up to the date of the latest returns, to 
be designated by the yellow color, in order to give an idea of the extent of the reservations, as it is 
presumable that a very great portion of what remains uncolored (unsold) has been excluded from sale on 
account of its minerals.” 

This conclusion was very natural from the evidence in possession, yet far from being correct. On 
examining the plats of surveys in the offices of the registers, I discovered that the township lines (noted 
in the report of the commissioner as being the place of principal reservations then positively known) 
constituted nearly all the reservation on account of lead ore in the mine district. A personal examination 
of the country disclosed the fact that the persons who surveyed the township lines had noted mineral 
appearances, and those who surveyed the section lines had omitted to do so. It was thus to be seen 
that in the vicinity of the exterior lines of entire townships the land had been reserved, and not a single 
acre in the interior. I obtained authority from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to report to 
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the registers such land as contained signs of lead ore, and had it reserved from sale. The extent of all 
these reservations is shown on the plat accompanying this report. The reservations are large, but believing 
it for the interest of the public that all the mineral land should at present be excluded from sale, I have not 
hesitated to make reservations where my observations or information demonstrated mineral appearances. 
Upon this point Mr. Austin, in the report before quoted, after enumerating about thirty mines or diggings, 
observes: ‘The intervening land between the diggings herein named will undoubtedly produce mineral 
in great abundance, and I have no doubt, with proper inducements, lead ore within this circumference 
will be found, equal in goodness and extent to any of the mines or diggings now opened or worked.” 

1816. Every year’s experience has proven the correctness of Mr. Austin’s statement, The mines at 
this time (1825) have more than doubled in number since 1816. Almost every month adds to the 
number; and from the advantages to be derived by individuals under the leases of public mines, the 
searches for discoveries will hereafter be principally upon public land. 





Face of the country. 


Upon crossing the Mississippi river at Herculaneum (thirty miles below St. Louis) we find the bank 
composed of perpendicular rocks from eighty to two hundred feet high. This rock is a secondary lime- 
stone, containing marine and other remains; under the limestone is a red compact sandstone; this latter 
js on a level with the river. Upon ascending the bluff and advancing into the country we find it broken 
and hilly. At the distance of four miles the sandstone, which at the bank of the river was overlaid by 
limestone upwards of a hundred feet, is at the surface. It is a remarkable place, being an almost per- 
pendicular wall of rock, forty feet high, and several miles in circumference. After passing this place the 
rock changes from a secondary to a primitive limestone, destitute of remains of any kind. Here commences 
the lead mine country, and over its whole extent one common feature is observed; a broken hilly surface, 
the soil a poor clay, intermixed with shivers of flint, covered with a scanty growth of timber; on the 
hills principally oak; on the bottoms it is various. There is an abundance of fine springs. Upon examin- 
ing the map which accompanies this report, it will be seen that in the mine country the following streams 
have their heads: the Black, St. Francis, Gasconade, and Merrimack rivers. They flow to the east, 
northwest, and south. This denotes the elevation of the mine district. I am of opinion the town of 
Potosi is three hundred feet above the level of the Mississippi river. The rapidity of the streams which 
rise in so hilly a country affords many places well adapted to erect machinery, and they are fed by the 
most abundant and never-failing springs. I have observed the soil was generally a poor clay; there are 
exceptions, and in small detached bodies very good land may be found. South of Potosi is a ridge of 
mountains, where the rock formation is different from the rest of the country, being granite and sandstone. 
In the valleys of this vicinity are bodies of excellent land. Limestone is found composing the base of the 
whole country; it is invariably found at greater or less depths, and in numerous places is found at the 
surface. In high rocky bluffs the veins of lead ore may be sometimes traced in those bluffs where the 
water has worn channels. 

With respect to timber it may be observed it is tolerably plenty; and where the fires are kept out it 
is increasing in quantity. Places entirely destitute of it twenty years ago are now covered with thriving 
young, timber. South and west of Potosi is a range of pine timber of excellent quality and very large 
growth. 


Method of obtaining the ore of lead. 


This is merely to dig pits in the earth; the ore is found in detached masses, from an ounce to several 
hundred pounds weight. It is the common galena, and is frequently intermixed with iron pyrites and 
sulphate of barytes; sometimes it is found free from any foreign substance, being very pure, yielding 
seventy per cent. (in the large way) when smelting. 

When the rock is reached the digger generally abandons the place; if, however, the prospect of obtaining 
ore is tolerable, the rock is penetrated, especially if it is of the softer kind. The digger works upon his 
own account, and, consequently, seeks the ore where least labor is required. When the ore is found in 
the rock it is in regular veins, sometimes adhering to the rock, at others loose in the fissures, in a dark 
colored substance, apparently an oxide of lead and earth intermixed. The diggings in the immediate vicinity 
of Potosi are generally in the clay; the rock has put a stop to most of the digging. At Mine a Joe 
(noticed on the plat) the ore is found in regular veins, and at several other mines in the same vicinity. 
The pits are seldom more than forty feet deep, some few exceptions. Sometimes the digger, if the soil is 
loose, cribs the pit with small timber; but generally no precautions are taken. 

It is thus seen that the local term “diggings” is more appropriate than “mines,” when applied to 
the places where lead ore is obtained in Missouri at the present time. The only implements are a few 
spades, picks, and shovels, with a common windlass and tub to remove the earth, stones, and water from 
the pits. 

As before stated, the miners work upon their own account. They sell the ore to the smelters, who 
pay them the value of 800 pounds of lead for each ton of ore they deliver. 


Of the smelting. 


I have but to state that it is done in a negligent and wasteful manner, in furnaces built of limestone, 

of a construction peculiar to the country. There is much fuel consumed, and the loss in this branch of 
the business is considerable; and as it benefits no one it should be obviated as early as practicable. The 
average yield may, at the present time, be about sixty-two per cent. 


Quantity of lead produced. 


On this point I have no certain information, except as respects the public mines under lease; the 
amount at those in Missouri during 1825 will be about 1,200,000 pounds; all others, from the best information 
I could obtain, about three millions; at Fever river, about one million; in all, five millions two hundred 
thousand pounds, which is not one-half the amount required to meet the demand of the country, (estimated 
at twelve millions.) 

Schoolcraft has estimated the amount made in Missouri from 1803 to 1818 at fifty-five millions of 
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pounds; from 1818 to 1824 at least four millions per annum has been made, which would make seventy. 
nine millions of pounds since the United States acquired Louisiana. If we take one-half of this aaa 
as the produce of the public mines, (certainly a very low estimate,) one-tenth of it as a rent would amount 
to about four millions of pounds; this, at the present time, at 5} cents, would amount to about $220 099 
or eleven thousand dollars per annum, which has been lost to the government. In 1824 the mines of 
Missouri paid no rent to the United States; in 1825 about $7,000 worth of lead will have been receiyeg. 
and if the present system is pursued with vigor, in 1826 the amount will be more than double that of 
1825. 





Manufacture of shot. 


On the top of the rocky cliffs on the bank of the Mississippi, small wooden towers are erected, and 
the shot are formed by dropping to the foot of the cliff; a small building is here erected to polish, assort 
&c.; the whole expense less than $1,500. These manufactories can supply the whole country, and large 
quantities for exportation. I am informed that neither of the factories could obtain sufficient lead durine 
the past season, the demand for the eastern market was so great. : 


Profits to smelters and miners. 


On this point I find it difficult to obtain an accurate estimate; the smelters are unwilling to disclose 
the amount of their profits; the data I have, however, will afford a tolerably correct idea of the business, 

1816. In a statement furnished by the late Judge Jones, of Potosi, to Mr. Bates, then agent for the 
United States, we find the following calculation of the cost of smelting two hundred and seventy tons of 
lead ore, viz: 


Wages of two log furnace men, seven months, at $22 per month. ...........c cece e eee ee eens $308 
Wages of one chopper, three months, at $15 per month.............. erro eT eee ver 45 
eee ee ee A Ne SNEED. 8 KAS ek ANA Senin d estas eeadacee ps4 S005 rere 102 
Paid for building log furnace....... ee NR ee neds has ik a aa he wie aaa a bore hake WE WE be 60 
Paid for building ash furnace...... EEL Re SE CO Ee nee ee eT ee a ee ee 100 
Wood for the latter—16 cords for every five tons of ore—86 cords, at $1 50 per cord.......... 129 
ee Ge Mit IN, SEO WOERG, BE MOR TRIMROD so iss sonics sce cose secssacecend canescens 112 
Hire of oxen, cart, and driver, four months, at $1 50 per day......... yktp Sens Sek pcebubwetiek 168 
de | ree ere pee eeteenKen kane saas ee eee er Te eT ee ee 36 

1,060 


Or about $4 per ton. 


This estimate is predicated on the smelting of only 270 tons at one furnace per annun, and only to 
be charged three times a week. At present it is calculated that five men can smelt at least 500 tons ina 
year at one furnace; but admitting Judge Jones’ estimate of $4 expense on smelting each ton, the profit 
will be as follows: 





500 tons of ore will produce at ieast 300 tons of lead, worth af Pofosi $110 per ton............ $33,000 
The digger is paid at the rate of 800 pounds of lead for each ton of ore delivered to the 
smelter; this at $110 will amount to..... ce a eae ha: Meee ee sR Pe rT $22,000 
The United States rent, one-tenth lead made—30 tons................ Se ree er ; 3,300 
Expenses of smelting, at $4 per ton .................. Pee eer eee ee er ee 2,000 
—— 27,300 
eo. Teen eT TCO TTT TT reese ree Teer 5,700 








The smelting is chiefly performed by slaves. It is sufficiently obvious that the smelter’s profits are 
considerable, from the eagerness they seek to obtain the ore. The above statement makes the profit of the 
smelter a little upwards of $11 per ton. The only capital invested is for a few tools, cart, &c. If the 
smelter pays the miner money for his ore, and ships the lead to the Atlantic cities, he generally makes 
a clear profit of $20 per ton on the lead by the shipment, after paying freight and all other charges. 


Miner’s profits. 


As before stated, the miner or digger is paid at the rate of eight hundred weight of lead for each ton 
of ore he digs; very large amounts are frequently earned by the miners in a little time. I have, myself, 
seen common laborers earn fifteen dollars in a day, and instances are frequent where much larger sums 
are earned. It is my belief, from what I have scen, that a miner will earn at least a dollar a day 
throughout the year; and this is also the opinion of others who have resided a long time in the country. 
Schoolcraft states, in his view, &c., from the authority of those long conversant in the business, that a 
miner will average one hundred weight of ore a day throughout the year; this would be $2 25. But let 
us take my estimate of one dollar, and what part of the United States affords such wages to laborers? 
Mr. Austin states “it was not uncommon for a miner (at the ‘new diggings’) to raise from $20 to $60 
worth of ore in a day.” 

The habits of the miners are so erratic that it is impossible to estimate their number; from the best 
information, I am induced to believe about two thousand persons are engaged in all the branches, mining, 
smelting, and transporting; a part of their time is devoted to farming. 

Transportation. 


The lead is transported in carts and wagons to the river Mississippi; there are at present three 
places of depot: St. Genevieve, distant from Potosi 45 miles; Herculaneum, distant from Potosi 36 miles; 
Cliffs of Selma, distant from Potosi 33 miles. 
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The roads are pretty much in a state of nature; they are along the ridges and high grounds, and the 
soil is generally well adapted for good roads. I have before observed that the town of Potosi is central 
as respects the mines. I would earnestly recommend the appropriation of a portion of the present year’s 
rent of the public mines to making a good road from Potosi to the Mississippi. It will facilitate the 
transportation of lead, and will not require a large sum to be expended. The country is poor, and indi- 
yiduals cannot be expected to do much towards such objects; and it would have a beneficial effect in 


many respects. 


Value of the mineral lands to the government. 


Upon this part of my report I feel somewhat at a loss. I am desirous of not overrating, and yet of 

iving a due estimate; a few facts will assist in elucidating the subject. 

The land at present reserved from sale, on account of appearances of lead ore, may be estimated at 
150,000 acres. The amount now under lease is about 9,000 acres, leaving unoccupied 141,000 acres. It 
is not to be supposed that all this extent of surface will afford lead ore in large quantities; but from past 
experience, from similar geological and mineralogical features, we know that it will afford ore more or 
less. The most productive mine in Missouri (Shibboleth) does not extend over more than thirty acres, 
and none of the shafts or pits are deeper than sixty feet. 

The mine “Ishmael,” leased to the late Colonel William M. Perry, has produced about a million of 
orein a year. This does not cover more than fen acres. 

The “Pigeon Roost” mine, leased to Mr. S. Perry, will produce about half as much in the same time. 
This does not extend over more than four acres. 

These two mines will pay a rent to the United States of $5,000 worth of lead the first year. 

I have quoted freely from the late Mr. Austin’s report to Mr. Meigs on the subject of the lead mines 
pecause I found his statements generally correct, and some of his predictions fulfilled to the very letter, 
and because he states what he has said upon mines and mining “is the result of an experience of twenty- 
five years”—(eighteen years in Missouri.) 

With respect to the revenue which may be expected to be derived from the mines, Mr. Austin, after 
noticing two or three in particular, observes, “all the other mines spoken of (thirty-three) have produced 
some in greater, others in a less degree, all of which would, under proper leases, have yielded a valuable 
revenue to the government. Taking into view the mines now opened, and such as undoubtedly 
will be opened, under a regular system, the revenue may, in my opinion, be raised to forty or fifty thou- 
sand dollars per annum; as the population increases so will the miners, and, consequently, the mines. 
But you are to understand that everything depends upon a new order of things. Lessees must be sup- 
ported in the quiet possession of their leases; intruders must be removed. The produce of leases hereto- 
fore falls so far short of what I have stated the revenue may be raised to, that an explanation may be 
expected. In the first place, you are to understand that lessees under the government have not been 
properly supported in their leases. It has invariably been the case that they have been involved in law- 
suits and personal vexation, and in some cases the leases have been abandoned altogether. Secondly, the 
leases have been very injudiciously granted; but here let me say that it is not my intention to call in 
question the good intentions of the public agent, (Mr. Bates;) there is no man acting under the authority 
of the government for whom I have a greater respect, and to whom I think the government is more 
indebted for faithful services; yet I am compelled to say that, in the business of the mines, he has greatly 
misjudged, in leasing all the public mines contained in this report to a man whose ability does not extend 
to the working of more than one with energy. It therefore results that every miner in Washington 
county must become tributary to this “farmer ‘general,” or abandon mining. ‘The consequence of this 
arrangement is, that the revenue from all the mines is not greater than would be received from each of 
them divided into thirty or forty leases. So long as such a state of things exists no valuable revenue 
can be expected. These observations will apply to all the mines. Had the government entered into a 
regular system of leasing and working the mines in 1804 the revenue might have been benefited at this 
time not less than four or five hundred thousand dollars. At that time there were no intruders, and any 
system the government had deemed expedient would have been acceptable, provided it held out reason- 
able advantages, but will now be attended with some difficulty, inasmuch as the practice of trespasses 
has been so long coutinued with impunity that the most reasonable restrictions will, I am apprehensive, 

give the government some trouble; but once established, all opposition will vanish. Whatever system 
the United States may think proper to adopt must be carried into execution by an agent at the mines.” 

Again, Mr. Austin states: ‘Were the government to say they would take $500 per acre for mineral 
land, few men would be willing to give that sum, or the half of it; and yet I have seen fifty feet of ground 
produce that amount of mineral in a month with the labor of two or three miners; and, again, the same 
number of hands may labor with the same assiduity and not make over common wages. From this state 
of facts it is impossible to estimate their value; that it is immense no one will deny; nor can they be 
exhausted for ages if properly managed. Nothing is wanting to make them productive to the United 
States but a judicious system.” 

The discoveries now making (1825) are principally upon public land. The terms offered by the 
government are very advantageous to the lessees; this is sufficiently obvious from the number of leases 
taken in so short a time, (thirty-four in one year;) the great number of applicants, consisting of the most 
respectable inhabitants, and the unremitting activity of search for discoveries of ore. 

Individuals are now certain of receiving the reward of their exertions, in being able to obtain quiet 
possession of their discoveries under a lease, and if unsuccessful they lose but their time and labor, as no 
capital is required under the present system of working the mines. In this manner the whole mine country 
will be searched; a full development of the extent to which lead ore exists in it be obtained; a large 
amount of lead accrues to the government, (the only expense a few contingencies,) and the miners and 
smelters make large profits. 

It has been frequently urged that, were the mines the property of individuals, they would be better 
wrought and produce more lead. I beg leave to dissent from that opinion; and in support of this dissent 
would remark that there are many causes operating to prevent scientific mining in Missouri at this period. 

First. The absence of capital, science, and practical skill in the art of mining. 

Second. The scarcity and high price of labor. 

Third. The extreme facility of obtaining large quantities of ore near the surface of the earth. 
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Fourth. There are a number of mines private property, and have been such for many years, and yet 
they are not better wrought, nor do they produce more than the public mines, y 

Those persons who lament the absence of regular mining in Missouri will, no doubt, be pleased to hea 
that for the quantum of labor bestowed, the mines of Missouri produce more, and yield greater eclie, 
than any mines in the world, if we are to believe the writers on the subject of mining. ; 

The produce of the mines of Missouri is about $300,000 per annum; this is distributed in a small 
district; it is the interest of five millions of dollars, and not one dollar is invested in permanent works A 
few years will double this amount, and probably triple it. ‘ 

Fortunately for the inhabitants of the mine country, the lead ore is found in large quantities near the 
surface; it requires no deep excavations nor expensive works so long as these beds or floats of ore are to 
be found near the top of the earth. The miner of Missouri will make large wages; and from the quantit 
of land which remains to be searched, there appears to be no cause to fear that deep mining must “A 
resorted to for some years at any rate. The miner, working on his own risk, seeks the ore where easiest 
obtained; he understands his own interest, and will not go deep into the bowels of the earth without an 
absolute necessity for so doing. 

In estimating the value of mineral lands, we should never lose sight of the fact that it is the surface 
only which is producing such quantities of ore. A few years will fully develop the immense value of" the 
mine country, and if it is then deemed advisable to sell it, it will certainly bring more money than at 
present; and in the meantime the government will accumulate a large quantity of lead, sufficient for its 
wants for many years. 





Lead mines on the Upper Mississippi, at the River au Ferre, and its vicinity. 


On ascending the Mississippi river from St. Louis, the first primitive limestone (in which the lead ore 
is found) I observed was on the right bank, about twenty miles above Rock island; the cliffs on the bank 
having hitherto been entirely of secondary limestone, containing marine remains similar to that at St. 
Louis, and below that town. 

The mineral hills are observed approaching the river obliquely, and cross it extending to Illinois, 
From the best information I could obtain, I am induced to believe this chain of mineral hills extends over 
the country watered by the Gasconade, northwest of Potosi, crosses the Missouri river into Callowa 
county, (see map,) and keeps a northerly course, crossing the rivers Des Moines and Iowa, and finally the 
Mississippi, above Rock island, as I have stated. There may be spurs diverging from this course, but 
the main chain will be found as I have stated. 

About one hundred miles above Rock island (five hundred above St. Louis) we find Apple, Small- 
pox, Fever, and Sasinawa rivers; they are small streams of pure water, fed by living springs. In this 
vicinity are the lead mines, commonly termed the “ Fever River mines.” 

These mines are different from most of those in the vicinity of Potosi. The ore is obtained in regular 
veins in the rock, and generally in large quantities for the amount of labor bestowed. It is of various 
qualities, mostly a very pure galena, free from any foreign matter except a small portion of iron; there is 
no sulphate of barytes whatever, which is so common in Missouri. The large veins of ore are found 
running almost a due east and west course; there are smaller ones running north and south; so that in 
making searches for the large veins, the small ones generally yield sufficient to pay good wages to the 
miners. When the large veins are found the profit is immense. The smelters have paid from $500 to 
$3,000 for these discoveries of large veins. The last time I ascended the river a common laborer of St. 
Louis was in the boat; he had been at work at the mines less than two months when he made a discovery 
of ore, which, it has been reported to me, he sold for $1,300. 

The face of the country is broken and elevated, generally prairie; there is some excellent land. The 
diggings, or mines, are situated from one to ten miles from the River au Ferre, where the furnaces are 
established. Fuel is easily obtained by means of the river. The smelting establishments are immediately 
on the bank of Fever river, about six miles from its mouth. The steamboats which ascend the Mississippi 
in the spring of the year come close to the lead furnaces, and keel boats at all seasons, when not impeded 
by ice. Transportation costs less from the Fever River mines to St. Louis than from the mines near Potosi 
to the depots on the Mississippi. 

There were about thirty miners at Fever river when I first visited them in March last; the business 
was laboring under some embarrassments, after the removal of which the number of miners began to 
increase, and has continued to do so. There were on the 30th of September last upwards of one hundred. 
I am fully of the opinion that the quantity of lead made in 1825 (about a million of pounds) will be but 
about half the amount which may be expected in 1826. 

The mines are near the north boundary of the State of Illinois; it is doubtful whether they are within 
the bounds of that State or the Territory of Michigan. As the population is increasing, civil law is 
requisite; it is, therefore, very desirable that some provision be made for running this part of the boundary 
line of Illinois and Michigan. 

The whole vicinity is mineral land, and it is said to continue to the Wisconsin river, about one 
hundred miles from Fever river. 

Dubuke’s celebrated mines are on the west bank of the Mississippi river, about fifteen miles from 
Fever river; the geological appearances of which are precisely the same. Dubuke’s mines are wrought 
for a short period of the year by the Sac and Fox Indians, who derive much benefit from them in trading 
the ore to the white smelters. The squaws are the principal miners, and they frequently smelt the ore in 
small temporary furnaces erected at the side of a bank of earth. They invariably obtain more metallic 
lead than the whites from the first process, (the log furnace;) the cause is sufficiently obvious; the whites 
apply too great a fire when first lighting up the furnace. 

I was not enabled to visit the mineral lands in the district of Shawneetown, Illinois, but propose 
to do so in the spring. The reservations there were made by the surveyors, and are considerable. 

With respect to the specimens of minerals, I would suggest the propriety of sending them to the 
Military Academy at West Point. The collection is small, but I propose to continue it. 


Concluding observations. 


In reflecting on the measures of the government with respect to the public mines, we should view the 
subject in all its bearings, and we will then find that, so far from the system of leasing being based upon 
narrow pecuniary views, it is the reverse. 
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First. As a part of the general system of protecting domestic resources, the duty on lead imported 
from abroad was doubled in the tariff of 1824. This enabled the miners and smelters of Missouri to enter 
into competition with the foreign Jead, and they will eventually drive it from the market. That such is 
the case the following facts will prove: Previous to the new tariff, lead was selling at four cents at the 
depots in Missouri; on the passage of the tariff bill it rose to five cents per pound, and has since gradually 
risen to six and a quarter cents, its present price; and such is the constant demand in the Atlantic cities 
that the manufactories of shot have not been able to procure enough lead (at Herculaneum, &e.) This is 
occasioned by the profit on shipping lead to the Atlantic cities, affording a profit, at the present prices, of 
twenty dollars per ton. It would be supposed the foreign lead could now be introduced, as the rise in 
rice is more than the increase of duty; this undoubtedly would be the case, but lead has risen in Europe 
also. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, when proposing in Parliament during the past year to reduce 
the duty on lead imported into Great Britain, gave as a reason that the rise in price was equal to the 
‘proposed reduction—one cent per pound. 

Second. The miners and smelters of lead having a protecting duty of twenty-five per cent. (the duty 
is two cents, and lead is now eight cents per pound,) and are only charged a rent of ten per cent. on the 
public mines. It is not proposed to increase this rent, but surely complaints of the terms come with an 
ill grace, when it is seen that the rent is but two-fifths of the amount of the protecting duty. The whole 
mine country is thrown open and every inhabitant can obtain a lease. 

Third. Were the government to prohibit working the public mines under leases, and offer the mines 
for sale, the present inhabitants of the district, who are destitute of capital, could not of course be the 
purchasers. It would be the large capitalists of other sections who would become the owners, and the 
present inhabitants would have to labor on such terms as the proprietors chose to afferd. It is not to be 
supposed that terms as liberal as those of the government would be given by individuals. Of this fact, 
if I am not in error, the present population of the mine district are becoming aware; they are certain of 
obtaining leases on liberal terms from the United States, but they are by no means certain that they would 
obtain the mines if offered for sale. 

Viewing the present system of leasing the public lead mines as a part of the great plan of developing 
the resources of our country, and kceping the foreigner from competing with our own citizens, is a correct 
and fair view of the case. It is certain that if the duty on lead had not been increased in 1824 the Missouri 
lead could not keep the foreign lead out of the market; and it is equally certain that the amount which 
would have accrued to the treasury on the. foreign lead is more than the rent received from the public 
mines, and, consequently, the difference is paid to the miners and smelters of Missouri. 

MARTIN THOMAS, Lieut. U. S. Artillery, on ordnance duty. 

Col. Georce Bomrorp, United States Ordnance. 
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APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND TO THE PARISH OF PLAQUEMINES, 
IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 1826. 
RESOLUTION. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Louisiana in general assembly convened, 
That the senators of this State in Congress be required, and our representatives invited, to solicit the 
general government to grant to the inhabitants of the parish of Plaquemines a lot of ground measuring 
three hundred feet square, together with the brick building thereon, for the reception of a parish court, 
and for the keeping of a public school in said parish; which lot of ground formed a part of the quaran- 
tine ground established in the said parish in the year 1818. 

A. B. ROMAN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
H. S. THIBODAUX, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 12, 1826 
H. JOHNSON, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN EAST FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 23, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 21, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 7th instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to the House copies of the registers or abstracts of the claims 
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to lands in East Florida, lately deposited in this department by the commissioners of that district, under 
the quantity of three thousand five hundred acres, with the general report of said commissioners, eon. 
taining their reasons for the admission or rejection of the said claims, and full copies, with the evidence 
and decision of all claims over that quantity which have been made and lately deposited in the Treasur 

Department, I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of the following documents, to wit: y 

1. The abstracts of the decisions of the commissioners, numbered from 1 to 10, inclusive. 

2. The evidence transmitted in cases exceeding 3,500 acres, referring to abstract No. 3, and num. 
bered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26. 

3. The evidence (numbered 11) in the case of Francis P. Fatio et al, lately deposited in the depart. 
ment, but referring to abstract No. 5, printed among the documents of Congress, with the report from 
this department dated February 21, 1825.* 

4. The reports of the commissioners dated January 1, 1826, and 31st of the same month. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH, 

Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Sr. Aveustine, January 1, 1826. 


Sir: Since my last report the claims to lands in East Florida, accompanying this communication, haye 
been investigated and decided on by the commissioners. With the greatest diligence and industry, our 
secretary, and the two additional clerks appointed by authority of the law of the 3d of March last, have 
not been able to translate and copy the whole of the claims filed before us. There now remain to be 
acted on five hundred and twenty-eight. 

From an inspection of the documents now forwarded, you will readily perceive that no want of indus. 
try has been manifested by the officers of the board. We last year urged the propriety of our being 
allowed by Congress the privilege of employing clerks and translators at discretion, at a rate for every 
hundred words written or translated. This, however, was denied, and hence the business before the 
commission is not yet completed. 

For the principles on which the board have acted, they beg leave to refer to the former reports made 
by this board, as they have not in any material degree varied from them in the cases now reported. 

Register No. 9 embraces a class of cases differently situated in some respects from any yet reported; 
for at the time of the cession they were not found amongst the records of the government, the only proper 
place for them. Those circumstances have in some cases been explained, or an effort at explanation has 
been attempted, that the evidence introduced, although perfectly competent by the legal rules of evidence, 
we feel bound to say that it has not always been of that clear, disinterested character which is calculated 
to carry conviction to the mind. Most if not all the witnesses have been interested in the principle to 
be dicided, although not interested in the particular case before the board. We have forwarded the testi- 
mony as nearly in the phraseology of the witnesses as practicable. To that testimony, and that which 
relates to Tomas de Aguilar, one of the officers of the government, we beg leave particularly to refer. 
The cases which have been reported as finally acted upon, the commissioners have been as particular as 
the reason of the cases would justify, and have generally demanded strict proof of the right of the party, 
so far as the United States are interested; but in the deraignment of title we have not been particular, as 
our decisions can in no case prejudice the rights of individual claimants; and where a clear, equitable 
right against the United States has been proved by one claimant, we have considered ourselves at liberty 
to relax on the rules in behalf of a second claimant for the same land; otherwise (if our decisions be correct) 
we might have done justice, but would not have given public satisfaction. 

We have the honor to remain your most obedient servants, 
DAVIS FLOYD. 
W. H. ALLEN. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 





STATEMENT. 
Claims remaining in the office not yet translated...........0.0csecccccccccccsccccvessceces 295 
Claims translated, but not prepared, because the claimants have not-adduced their testimony.... 176 
Nal Sat kde eiwieaald whee ow a ¥ 4-04 664448 92S ROR RRR ORS 37 
British claims undecided......... re ee Te ee re eT eT er Tre eT ee eee ere 20 
ee OY SUING Sick cna Wd sadeweedud eden se eee ee Te eT ee ee 528 


Recapitulation of claims acted on tis session. 


eS lio ee 5s Kah AEA MES DIRE RARER RETEReEWEDe 173 
Reported for confirmation, over 1,000 acres..............00ceeceeeee ch PUR WCUE RECN R ee 10 
Reported under the donation act................ Serer RO TT ee Te ee eT ree 13 
Confirmed under the donation act......... sede he VEW ed OLEKAR Cs RETR REHSCRRERR ET 10 
MESS ERLE Serpe eh eee ere ee oie NE Nee wee ieee eeeanes 21 

227 
Undefined in quantity, and reported ................ 000. cee ceees Ee Aiw eae eaduanew ede 6 

233 
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* This evidence will be found in No. 454, succeeding said abstract No. 
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Wasurneton, January 31, 1826. 


The undersigned commissioners for ascertaining claims and titles to lands in East Florida report 
that, in the discharge of the duties assigned them, they have examined and disposed of the claims herein 
set forth, in the manner and upon the principles exhibited in the following nine classes, numerically 
arranged. 

Number one is a class of claims, as per register transmitted herewith, to lands not exceeding 3,500 
acres in quantity, and which have been confirmed by the board. This class of claims is founded on royal 
titles and on concessions, some of which are unconditional and others conditional. A royal title is the 
highest order of title known by any law, usage, or principle in the province of East Florida. Titles of 
this description were designed to convey the fee simple to the grantee; they were usually made by the 
acting governors of the province in the name of the King; they recited the grant to be in “ perpetuity,” 
and also the specific metes and bounds of the land, although it is believed there were a few exceptions. 
This title may be said to correspond in character with that of a patent issued by our government. Con- 
cessions without condition are understood to differ from a royal title only in this, that most of the latter 
recite the metes and bounds, whereas the unconditional concession, although definite in quantity and loca- 
tion of the land, is still subject toa survey which, when made, was followed up by maturing the concession 
by a royal title. In concessions with conditions it was always expected by the Spanish authorities that 
the grantee was to comply with them, and not until then could he obtain a royal title; yet, on proof of 
conditions performed, it is believed that they were never very rigorous. Orders for survey were generally 
predicated upon concessions previously granted, yet a few have come before the board that were not, but 
were made by the deputy governor (as stated in his testimony) by virtue of a verbal order of the gov- 
ernor. In no case, however, has the quantity exceeded 640 acres, which has been confirmed; and then 
not until the document proved that the grantee had been in the actual possession and cultivation of the 
land at and before February 22, 1819. In deciding on the cases comprehended in this class the board 
have, in all cases of royal titles and concessions without condition, where the documents were found 
amongst the archives of the country, and no allegations on the part of the United States appearing 
against them, considered themselves bound to grant certificates of confirmation to the claimants; and 
in all cases exceeding 1,000 acres, and not exceeding 3,500, where the parties, in addition to the 
preceding qualifications, proved that they were in the actual possession and cultivation of the land at the 
time of the cession, the board have also considered themselves bound to grant certificates of confirmation, 
as well as in the cases of concession with condition, where the claimants, in addition to the qualifications 
mentioned, proved also the conditions to have been substantially performed. 

Number two comprises claims not exceeding 3,500 acres, which, although found to be valid Spanish 
grants, yet have not been confirmed from the want of proof of actual possession and cultivation at the 
time of the cession. They consist of royal titles and concessions, as in class No. 1 

Number three comprehends claims exceeding 3,500 acres, the titles to which were found amongst the 
public archives of the country, and are ascertained by the commissioners to be valid Spanish grants, and 
reported accordingly to Congress for confirmation. On this class the commissioners think it necessary to 
remark that, although the subject has continued to engage their attention, they have perceived no prin- 
ciple calculated materially to alter their rules of adjudication as set forth in their first report. From the 
most correct information they have received, they are of opinion that the rules for granting lands were, 
in East Florida, different from thuse in the other Spanish provinces. In East Florida the governors seem 
to have exercised a discretion in granting lands for various purposes to all such as made application for 
them; but the commissioners have been much perplexed in endeavoring to ascertain the limit of their 
authority; hitherto their researches have been in vain. That this discretionary power was uniformly 
exercised by the governors is clearly to be inferred from their own acts; for the first governor after the 
cession of the province in 1783 made no grants of lands, or but few, and those only in small quantities. 
The one who succeeded him (Governor Quesada) established and published rules and regulations for the 
distribution of the public lands, one of which was the appointment of a commissioner, who, with the 
assistance of a surveyor, was specially intrusted with the distribution of the public lands. This they did 
in the following proportions: to the heads of family 100 acres, and to each other member, of whatever 
age, sex, or color, 50 acres. Nevertheless, it is found that Governor Quesada made grants in violation of 
these rules. His successor (Governor White) established rules differing from those of Quesada, and 
reduced the quantity to be given to the heads and other members of a family, and added the condition of 
ten years’ possession before the party should be entitled to a royal title; and White also is found to 
deviate, in some cases, from the rules established by himself, as well as those of Quesada. There is also 
a peculiarity in the phraseology of a royal title; in all the grants of this nature the legal right to grant 
the lands is asserted, from which it ig clearly to be inferred that the governors considered themselves 
entitled to and did exercise a discretionary power to grant the public lands to those who might make 
application for them in such quantities as they conceived might tend most to encourage the population 
and improvement of the country. By examining the correspondence between the King and the intendants, 
it will be found that they were particularly charged, and especially in East Florida, to promote the popu- 
lation and imp ovement of the province by all the prudential means in their power. To this end the 
commissioners find all the governors giving grants of land for the declared purposes of agriculture, pas- 
turage, grist and saw mills, as well as indemnity for losses, and for military services, each of which seem 
to be embraced in the discretionary exercise of gubernatorial power. The commissioners trace this exer- 
cise, with a few exceptions, up to the year 1814, about which period, whether from a change of policy as 
applicable exclusively to the province or connected with an expected transfer to the United States, a 
practice of distribution was introduced differing from the former in the magnitude of the grants. Some 
of these grants favor the belief that the gratification of individual cupidity may have had some influence 
in their formation, but how far they comport with the laws of Spain and are entitled to confirmation the 
commissioners submit to the superior knowledge of Congress. There is one rule which the commissioners 
suppose it would not be unreasonable to apply in the adjustment of these claims. In cases where an 
application shall have been made fora grant of land as a remuneration for services, or other object 
embraced in the policy of the government, and the grant shall have been made accordingly, if the same 
individual shall have made a second application for remuneration for the same services, it would be no 
more than just to suppose that the first concession was full and ample, unless otherwise recited in the 
grant itself, and that the subsequent grant was an assumption of power not warranted by the laws and 
usages nor the policy of the government. 
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Number four comprehends claims under the donation act of May, 1824, and not exceeding 640 acres 
and which have been confirmed by the board upon satisfactory proof that the claimant was twenty-one 
‘ears of age, the head of a family, and that he had never received any written evidence of title from 
either the British or Spanish governments of East Florida; and furthermore, that he was actually settleq 
on and cultivating the land at and previous to February 22, 1819, according to the requirements of the 
said act. 

Number five comprises a class of claims reported to Congress on the ground that the settlements 
were made between February 27, 1819, and July 17, 1821, the time of the change of government, and 
originating under the aforesaid donation act. 

Number six comprehends claims derived from the Spanish government by written evidence, and which 
have been ascertained to be valid Spanish grants, and have been reported to Congress on the ground that 
they were undefined in quantity. 

Number seven comprises claims not exceeding 3,500 acres, founded on British grants, which have 
been recognized by the Spanish authorities, and confirmed by the board upon proof of such recognition. 
and in cases over 1,000 acres, on proof of actual occupation and cultivation. : 

Number eight is a register of town lots and out-lots, founded on actual occupation and cultivation 
previous to February 22, 1819, and which have been confirmed upon proof that they were actually in 
possession at and previous to the aforesaid day, by and with the consent of the government. 

Number nine is a class of claims differing from all the others in an apparent want of formality. The 
other claims were authenticated by documentary evidence filed in the office, and were entitled to all the 
legal presumption in their favor which applies to records in our government; but the claims of this class 
were found in the possession of the claimants, and without any trace of evidence in the archives; and this 
circumstance, coupled with the equivocal character of the officer who verifies them, casts a shade of 
suspicion over the whole. In the investigation of these claims the commissioners have required the 
parties to show reasons why they were not on file in the archives, as well as to prove the execution; but 
from the interested character of the witnesses produced, the evidence on these points has been hitherto 
inconclusive. Thinking it probable, however, that some if not many of these claims are good and _ valid, 
and being informed by the parties of their ability to remove the suspicion, the commissioners have thought 
it due to justice that their opinion be suspended, and that a reasonable time should be afforded for the 
production of testimony. 

With the outline afforded by the preceding classification, the commissioners transmit the documentary 
evidence, and their opinions thereon in each case, in detail. This arrangement of their opinion was sug- 
gested by the act by which the board was created, which dictated a minute transcript and investigation 
of the records, and a periodical accountability to the Secretary of the Treasury; and it was further 
enforced by the necessity of adjudicating on principles between which no summary can afford an absolute 
or definitive line of demarcation; and if the documents transmitted should be considered voluminous, it 
will at the same time be perceived that the features of the claims are various, and that the commissioners, 
in their operations, have been guided by the injunctions of the law. These operations have been retarded 
by the labor which was unavoidable in translating and transcribing the original grants and mesne con- 
veyances, and the inadequate assistance afforded by the employment of three clerks, for which number 
only the law provides. 

The operations of the board, independently of those contained in the first report, have resulted in the 
confirmation of 326 claims, in the rejection of 61, and in a reference to Congress of 88. Besides these 
claims, there are 528 undetermined, of which 233 are held under advisement for further proof, and 295, 
although filed, have not been matured to translation; and the commissioners, being sensible that the public 
interest demands an acceleration of the adjustment of these claims, have to suggest, as a mean of pro- 
moting this object, that the work of transcribing and translating be performed for a pro rata compensation, 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
DAVIS FLOYD. 


W. H. ALLEN. 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


My friend and colleague, Mr. Floyd, having addressed the above letter to you previous to my arrival 
at Washington, and approving highly of its remarks in general on the different abstracts, I have signed 
the letter, without requiring any alteration; but, of course, I should not be considered as participating in 
such remarks on abstract No. 3 as are only applicable to the cases acted on by him and Mr. Blair previous 
to my being a member of the board. 

Yours, respectfully, 
W. H. ALLEN. 


Hon, Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 





REPORT No. 4. 





Register of claims to land, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, founded on actual inhabitation and cul. 


tivation previous to February 22 





























1819, for which certificates of confirmation have been granted by the 


—? 
undersigned commissioners. 
| ra 
| Occupation and culti- 
No. Names of ¢laimants. Age Quantity. Situation. | aa 
iia Mem 
| From— To-- 
—, 
Acres. 
1 Francis Woods .....cccccccccccccccccce(eccccece 640 North side Mills? swamp....... Schade neeees evaeesoendea oon ee eee eeeleeeces ens ‘ 
2 | Miguel! Papy ........00s0c0000 scccessecdeoes vee 640 Deep creek, St. John’s river ......ccsescesseeceees seaees 1819 1895 
3 | George Gianople ........cceceeeeeeeeseieeee tees 640 Headwaters of Boggy swamp .... .sseeeeeeeee eee cesees 1819 1895, 
4 7 Jol 1D. Braddock ..o.05 00s000000000000s]e000 0000 640 Road leading from Rox’s Bluff .........60+ cece cecececees 1810 1824 
D | Tolly Lewis. ......seeeseseeeees coccccclccccaces 640 South of river Miami....... sere eeeeeeeceeccesceceeerers 1805 1825 
G6 | Pedro Mestre ......ccccccccccccsccs cece | sececece 640 Head of the Northt raver ....cccccccccccccccccccccccccces 1818 1895, 
7 =| James Hagen .........0.- cece cccce ee rere 640 North Miami river, Cape Florida.........eeeescccecccees 1810 1825 
8 | Mrs. Hagen........00- piace | 640 South Miami river, Cape Florida......cecesccccseccecees 1810 1825 
9 | Jonathan Lewis............+ ccc cccees | cece eens 640 Near Cape Florida .......cccccecccsccccccsccecs eocccees 1813 1825 
10 | Trankee Lewis....... occ cccvccccces ee ‘| ccccccce 640 New river, Cape Florida.......... 00sceeee eeecccee cceces 1796 1895 





All of which is respectfully submitted. 


St. Aucustine, December 31, 1825. 


DAVIS FLOYD. 
GEORGE MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 





REPORT No. 5. 


Register of claims io land, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, founded on actual inhabitation and cul- 
tivation previous to July 17, 1821, which the commissioners report to Congress for confirmation. 





























Occupation and culti- 
No. Names of claimants. Age. | Quantity. Situation. eenase 
From— To— 
Acres. 

A, 9 SPGRPAR TRACK. oo ccsewuvionsvosccsssosecclons eccece 640 On road leading to Jacksonville. ......cceecccecsvessvess 1821 1825 
2. 7 SGM Ee, MEOPANE oxen nssnn nesses ccnnnslecseewes 640 North side of river St. John’s,......ee00. set ent ses se Se 1820 1825 
3 | Levi Sparkman........ccssccccccecs Sanlewes Seles 640 | Little Trout creek ........ee00 busebebeanakeeee Seeses ee 1820 1825 
4 | John &. Blodworth ........ .... Seebeeenieanaewen 640 SDBHAMANTI CS WANN isis asco en sue iaeeeaunousseaweses atwens 1820 1825 
S: {RReirs Or Bie Cabeiiinesis cscs ccscanccss|ooesoese 640 South side of Trout creek...... a a eee 1820 1825 
G6 | Isaac Carter. ....00.00000 595° pd 640 Road from Jacksonville to Camp Pinckney ......0+6 ese 1820 1825 
7 | David Seurry* ...... pibexe donee seeuebee bibceees 640 North side St. John’s river.........0+ Ee SS 1819 1825 
BS Pew mUley Gis. csencesnsownwanecaded ceaueees 640 North side Black creek ...... Sees wiesbu ae beeeesueeusen 1819 1825 
9 | John Oliver...... SekehCeeesenben canon Ses t 640 East side of Dunn s lake . ...00000s00cs0cccecses ccccccee 1818 1825 
BD) ASO PA. vvcossennvane TTT ee Peek eee 640 East of Picolata fort, St. John’s......ccccccecccecccccece 1819 1825 
IR OEE DY cau acsuesuwessioopessenases lens oeue 640 Twelve miles south of St. Augustin€.......sesecceseeees 1819 1825 
EB BM BRCRTAN os ccna ssiessb se seanewesesleess<sae 640 St. John’s county.......... 00010000000 c0b0deeesccee cose 1819 1825 
13 | William Branning..... o0ce oes eo eecccccele ecocsee 640 South side Black creek. ....cccocccccccccccccccescoccccs 1817 1825 








* This claim has been rejected, but inserted by mistake. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Sr. AveusTINne, December 31, 1825. 


DAVIS FLOYD. 
GEORGE MURRAY. 
W. H. ALLEN. 
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[No., 503. 


ee, 


Minutes of the board of land commissioners. 


District or East Fioripa, St. Avevstine, Monday, March 28, 1895, 


Pursuant to an act of Congress entitled “An act to extend the time for the settlement of private 
land claims in the Territory of Florida,” passed March 3, 1825, the board met this day—present, the 
Hons. Davis Floyd, Geo. Murray, and Will. H. Allen—and proceeded to open their session for the perform. 
ance of the duties assigned to their office. Whereupon, it was resolved that Thomas Murphy and Lewis 
Huguon be appointed assistant clerks to this board, pursuant to the said act. 

Ordered, That the secretary of this board cause to be inserted in the East Florida Herald an adver. 
tisement, stating that the board will meet daily at 10 o’clock a. m. for the transaction of business. 

The board having directed the clerks to proceed to the discharge of their duties, adjourned unti] 
Tuesday next, the 5th of April, at 10 o’clock a. m. 





~ 


Turespay April 5, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
The claimants not being sufficiently advised of the reorganization of the board, the same was adjourned 
until Monday next, the 11th instant, at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, April 11, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

The following claims were this day taken up and confirmed by the board, viz: 

José Sanchez, two hundred and ten acres of land situated on the west bak of Hilsboro’ river, to the 
south of the old town of Smyrna. R. McHardy’s trustee, one thousand acres situated at Tomoka. Jno, 
Christopher, five hundred acres,situated on the river Nassau. Farquhar Bethune, one thousand one hundred 
acres situated on the Halifax river, Mosquito. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, April 12, 1825. 
? ’ 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

The following claims were this day taken up by the board and confirmed, viz: 

Prudence Plummer, three hundred and fifty and a third acres situated on the east side,of St. John’s 
river. Charles Seton, six hundred acres situated in Sample’s swamp, river Nassau. John Floyd’s heirs, 
two hundred acres situated on the North river. Theresa Marshall’s heirs, five hundred and thirty-three 
and a third acres situated at Santa Teresa, North river. Robert Pritchard’s heirs, four hundred and fifty 
acres situated at Jacksonville, St. John’s river. John Houston, one hundred acres situated on Talbot 
island. 

David S. H. Miller vs. The United States, for three hundred acres of land situated on the south side 
of the river S. John’s, near the Cowford. This case being called, permission was granted to amend the 
memorial, and the board confirmed the same to the widow and heirs of Francis Bagley. 

Charles Seton vs. The United States, for fourteen hundred acres of land situated on Nassau river. 
The board took up this case, and recommended the same for confirmation. 

Manuel Solana presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated on McCullough’s creek, St. John’s river; which is ordered to be filed. 

James Plummer presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two hundred 
and sixty-five acres of land situated on Will’s creek, with a plat and certificate of survey made for 
memorialist by Ede Van Evour, dated July 23, 1824, and marked P. Ordered to be filed. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepyespay, April 13, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of East Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Ordered, That John Drysdale, esq., have leave to withdraw his claim for a lot in St. Augustine, filed 
somet ime since. : 

On motion of Mr. Drysdale, it is ordered that a commission may be issued by the secretary of this 
board, in blank as to the witnesses, to take testimony, and the testimony so taken may be used in any 
case in which he is concerned so far as it shall be relevant thereto: provided that interrogatories have 
been filed in this office five days before the issuing said commission. It is further ordered that two com- 
missioners be named on the part of the claimant in the cause in which the commission may issue, and two 
commissioners on the part of the United States; and that said commission may be executed by any two 
of the said commissioners, provided there be one named by each of the said parties. 

The board took up the following claims, and confirmed the same, viz: 

Pedro R. de Cala’s heirs, for two hundred acres of land in St. Diego’s swamp, and Robert Hutchinson, 
for one hundred and fifty acres of land on the banks of Little St. Mary’s river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, April 14, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. ; 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day_under their order. 

James Riz vs. The United States, for five hundred acres of land, part of a grant made to James F. 
Rattenbury by the Spanish government subsequent to January 24, 1818. This case being called, was 
rejected by the board. 
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E. Waterman’s heirs vs. The United States, for two hundred and sixty acres of land situated on Bell’s 
river. This case being prepared for trial, was confirmed by the board. 
The following cases were ordered to be reported to Congress, being undefined in quantity, viz: 
Francis P. Sanchez, for six hundred acres of land situated to the north of St. Augustine, near the 
yoad of St. Vincent Ferrer, and G. W. Perpall, for six hundred and forty acres of land on the river St. 
Sebastian, one mile south of St. Augustine. 
John B. Strong, esq., obtained leave, and amended the memorial of Absalom Beardon and wife, by 
inserting six hundred and forty in lieu of one hundred and fifty acres of land. ; 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, April 15, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following cases were this day taken up and confirmed by the board, viz: 

John Addison, fourteen hundred and fourteen acres of land situated on the river Tomoca, at a place 
called Carrickfergus; Domingo Acosta, six hundred and ninety-five acres in three tracts—one for two 
hundred and fifty acres on Caca swamp, the other for one hundred and ninety-five acres on Mount Wanter 
and Mill creek of Rollstown, and two hundred and fifty acres at Mount Tucker, on the east side of St. John’s 
river; the widow and heirs of Antonio Andrew, deceased, one hundred and twenty acres situated on 
the North river, at a place called Sta. Catalina; Thomas Andrew, for the heirs of Margaret O’Neal, three 
hundred- and seven acres situated on Langford creek; Susannah Cashen, on behalf of the orphans of 
Samuel Meers, deceased, two hundred acres situated on Tiger island, in East Florida; Andrew Atkinson, 
four hundred and fifty acres situated at a place known by the name of St. Vincent Ferrer, St. John’s 
river; John Houston, one hundred acres situated on the south end of Talbot island; Susannah Cashen, 
seven hundred acres situated on Amelia island; Thomas Andrew, for the heirs of Margaret O’Neal, two 
hundred acres situated on Langford creek. 

John Jones, by his attorney, obtained permission from the board, and withdrew his claim for one 
hundred acres of land. 

The Hon. George Murray having retired, the board took up the following claims and confirmed the 
same, viz: 

William Travers, four hundred and twenty acres situated five miles west from St. Augustine; J. 
Pevett’s heirs, five hundred acres situated in Durbin’s swamp; J. Pevett’s heirs, five hundred acres on 
Pablo creek. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, April 16, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. o 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Ordered, That an adjourned meeting of the board of land commissioners be held at Jacksonville, in 
the county of Duval, on the third Monday of May next, and that the secretary be directed to have fifty 
handbills printed notifying the same. 

The following claims were this day taken up and confirmed by the board, viz: Andrew Atkinson, two 
hundred acres of ‘land situated between Dunn and Trout creeks;, Moses Bowden, two hundred and fifty 
acres situated on the south side of St. John’s river; Thomas Andrew and other heirs of Robert Andrew, 
deceased, five hundred acres situated at a place called St. Diego. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, permission was obtained, and the memorial in the following case, 
viz: Uriah Bowden, for two hundred acres of land on the south side of St. John’s river, was amended by 
inserting the name “ Moses” in lieu of “ Uriah;” after which the claim was confirmed by the board. 

The honorable George Murray having retired, the board tock up the following claims and confirmed 
the same, viz: J. Pevett’s heirs, five hundred acres on the Three Runs of Pablo creek, and J. Pevett’s 
heirs, for two hundred and fifty acres of land situated on the Three Runs. 

The board adjourned until Monday riext at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, April 18, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their. order. 

No business being prepared, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, April 19, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Samuel Wilson presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one hundred 
and fifty acres of land situated on Trout creek, St. John’s river, with a certified copy of plat and certificate 
” ing made by Pedro Marrot, dated March 2, 1793, herewith filed, and marked exhibit W. Ordered to 

e filed. 

Juan Segui presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to fifteen acres of land 
situated at a place called Macariz, on the North river, with a certified copy of concession made to Juan#* 
Segui by Governor White, dated December 1, 1806. Ordered to be filed. 

Juan Gonzalez presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one thousand 
acres of land situated at a place called St. Diego plains, with a plat and certificate of survey made by 
Andres Burgevin, dated June 28, 1819, marked G; also a certified copy of royal title made to memorialist 
. by Governor Coppinger, and dated June 19, 1818, marked J. Ordered to be filed. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, permission was given to amend the memorial in the following case 
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tt cra 
viz: Timothy Hollingsworth, for the heirs of F. Bagley, by inserting “one thousand” in lieu of “nine 
hundred and ninety” acres, situated at a place called Browns’ fort, St. John’s river; after which the same 
was confirmed. 

The following cases were also taken up and confirmed by the board, viz: Timothy Hollingsworth for 
the heirs of F. Bagley, two hundred and forty-eight acres of land situated on Goodman’s lake, St. John’s 
river; Francisco Barbé, five hundred acres of land situated in Thomas’ swamp, river N assau; Susannah 
Cashen, one hundred acres of land situated on Amelia island. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Wepnyespay, April 20, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Pedro Miranda vs. The United States, for three hundred and sixty-eight thousand six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated at Tampa Bay. Permission having been obtained by claimant’s attorney 
this came on this day to be heard, when G. W. Perpall and John Cavedo were sworn and examined on the 
the part of United States; after which the case was continued. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, April 21, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. * 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, ‘attended the board thig 
day under their order. 

William Hobkirk’s heirs, for three hundred and twenty-five acres of land situated on the river St, 
Mary’s; Samuel Harrison, five hundred acres of land situated on Amelia island, at a place called Harrison’s 
old fields; and Samuel Harrison, for six hundred acres of land situated on the river Nassau, at a place 
called Seymour’s Point. 

On motion of claimants’ attorneys, the memorials in the above cases were amended, and they were 
confirmed. 

The following claims were also confirmed this day by the board, viz: John Bellamy, for three hundred 
acres situated on Little St. Mary’s river; Charles Breward, two hundred and fifty acres situated on Cedar 
creek, St. John’s river; Farquhar Bethune, four hundred and twenty-five acres situated on the river St. 
Mary’s, at a place called Cabbage swamp; Sarah Bowden, one hundred and forty-two and a half acres 
situated on Julington creek, St. John’s river; Samuel Harrison, two hundred acres situated on the west 
point of Amelia island; E. Hudnall’s heirs, one hundred acres situated on the east side of St. John’s river, 
at a place called Faulk; William Berrie, one hundred acres situated on St. John’s river, at a place called 
Snelling’s old fields; Farquhar Bethune, one lot of land situated in the town of Fernandina, known as 
lot Ng 5, square 9. 

& motion, permission was given by the board to the executors of the estate of Sarah Fish, deceased, 
to amend the memorials in the claims of said Sarah Fish. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, April 22, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant, to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day, under their order, for the purpose of examining witnesses on the part of the United States in the 
claim of J. W. Simonton for Key West. 

No other business being prepared, the board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, April 25, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John W. Simonton vs. The United States, for an island called Key West. This day this case came 
on to be heard, and G. W. Perpall was examined therein on the part of the United States, and the case 
was submitted. 

Henry Sweeny, by his attorney, S. Streeter, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land situated on the river St. John’s, in the county of Duval. 
Ordered to be filed. 

William Hobkirk’s heirs, for three hundred and fifty acres of land situated on Bell’s creek. 

On motion, permission was given to amend the memorial in the said case, and it was confirmed. 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board, viz: Zephaniah Kingsley, one thousand acres 
situated on the south side of St. Mary’s river; Zephaniah Kingsley, three hundred acres situated at the 
head of Saw-mill creek; Anna M. Kingsley, three hundred and fifty acres situated on the east side of 
Dunn’s lake, and east side of St. John’s river; Farquhar Bethune, a lot in the town of Fernandina, Amelia 
island, designated as No. 7 of square 9. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turspay, April 26, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims were this day confirmed by the board in favor of claimants, viz: Zephaniah 
Kingsley, a lot of land situated in the town of Fernandina, designated as No. 6 of the 18th square; 
Zephaniah Kingsley, one hundred and fifty acres of land situated on the west side of the river St. John’s, 
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opposite the mouth of Dunn’s lake; John Bachelot, three hundred acres situated on the north y vint of 


Amelia island. es 
The board adjourned until Friday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Fray, April 29, 1825. . 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John Cavedo vs. The United States, for three hundred acres situated on Black creek, St. John’s river. 

The board having ascertained this to be a valid grant, made previous to January 24, 1818, to claimant, 
under the royal order of 1815, confirmed the same, the Hon. George Murray dissenting. 

George J. F. Clarke’s claim for one hundred acres of land situated on Amelia island. 

Permission was given to claimant’s attorney to amend the memorial by inserting “ Estrada” in lieu 
of Coppinger; after which it was confirmed. 

Archibald Clark and others vs. The United States, for two hundred and fifty acres of land situated on 
St. John’s river, at a place called Jolly’s old fields. 

It appearing to the board that the original memorialist having petitioned the Spanish government ~ 
for only two hundred acres, and the same being granted by Governor Quesada in his decree bearing date 
November 11, 1794, and although the same is a valid Spanish grant, the board does not feel itself 
authorized to confirm the same, but recommends the said two hundred acres of land for confirmation. 

Note.—This case was reconsidered by the board on September 30, 1825, and confirmed. 

Sebastian Espinosa’s heirs, claim for five hundred acres of land situated at a place called Uelleridge, 
on the plains of St. Diego. . 

It appearing to the board that this was a valid Spanish grant, after examining G. W. Perpall therein, 
the same was confirmed. 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board, viz: 

Sarah Breward, for three hundred acres of land situated on Nassau river, at a place called Doctor’s 
island. 

John Bachelot, for three hundred acres on Amelia island, at a place called White Point. 

Zephaniah Kingsley, for a marsh lot in Fernandina, Amelia island. 

Farquhar Bethune, for a lot in Fernandina, known as lot No. 9, square 9. 

George Fleming’s heirs, for a lot in the town of Fernandina, known as lot No. 7, square 1. 

The board adjourned until Monday next, May 2, at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, May 4, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. e 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Joseph Gaunt vs. The United States, for three hundred and twenty-five acres of land in Turnbull’s 
swamp. 

This case being called, and the original concession being exhibited, with the signature of Governor 
Coppinger attached thereto, Francis J. Fatio was examined as to the validity of said signature; whereupon 
the said claim was confirmed. ‘ 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board this day, viz: 

Zephaniah Kingsley, for three hundred acres situated on Doctor’s creek, St. John’s river. 

C. Griffith’s heirs, for four hundred and fifty acres on the headwaters of Nassau river. 

The widow and heirs of N. Sanchez, for three hundred and eighty-five acres at St. Diego. 

The widow and heirs of N. Sanchez, for three hundred eighty-five acres on the plains of St. Diego, at 
a place called Quequi. 

John Low, seven hundred and fifty acres at Bell’s old fields, Bell’s river. 

Charles Seton, for seven hundred acres on St. Mary’s river. 

The following letter was received from William Reynolds, esq., keeper of the public archives: 


Sr. Aveustine, May 2, 1825. 


GentLEMEN: As keeper of the public archives, by appointinent of the President of the United States, 
under an act of Congress passed the 3d of March last, 1 beg leave to inform you that I am ready to receive 
that part of the archives now in possession of the secretary of the honorable the board of land com- 
missioners. 

With great respect, I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
WILL. REYNOLDS. 

Hon. Messrs. Fioyp, Murray, and Atten, Land Commissioners. 


Whereupon, it is ordered that the secretary of this board inform the said William Reynolds that the 
documents demanded by him were delivered to Messrs. Gibson and Simmons, commissioners appointed by 
the President of the United States to take possession of the public archives, and that the secretary deliver 
to the said William Reynolds a copy of the receipt given by said commissioners to this board for said 
documents. 

The board adjourned until Friday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, May 6, 1824. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

William Hartley, by his attorney, John Drysdale, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
firmation of title to two hundred and fifty acres of land situated at the headwaters of Goodby’s lake, near 
Will’s swamp, with a certified copy of concession made to memorialist by Governor Coppinger, and dated 
December 13, 1817. Ordered to be filed. 
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Lewis Guibert presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated in the county of St. John’s. Ordered to be filed. 

Maria Mabrity, widow, and other heirs of Juan Andrew, vs. The United States, for one hundred and 
sixty-one and a third acres of land situated on the North river and Guana creek, at a place called White 
Oyster Bank. 

This case being called, and the claimants having produced a royal titte made by Governor White 
and dated July 10, 1804, to Juan Andrew, the same was confirmed. ; 

The board adjourned until Thursday next at 10 o’clock a. m., 


Tuurspay, May 12, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William 4 
Allen. i 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board thig 
day under their order. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, permission was given to withdraw the following claim, viz: Thomas 
Napier vs. The United States, for three thousand acres of land. 

The board took into consideration the following claim, and confirmed the same to John Middleton and 
John Sibley, viz: alot in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island, designated as lot No. 6, 1st square. 

The following claims were also confirmed, viz: 

John Middleton, two hundred acres of land situated on the west side of St. John’s river, at a place 
called Cedar branch. 

Thomas Napier, eight hundred acres situated in the territory of Mosquito, at a place called Turnbulll’s 
west swamp. 

Christina Hill, four hundred and five acres situated on Diego plains and at a place called Casina loca, 

The board adjourned until Saturday at 3 o’clock p. m. 


Saturpay, May 14, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

pine Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Testimony being necessary in several cases presented to the board this day for adjudication, and no 
further business appearing, the same was adjourned to meet on Monday morning next, at the town of 
Jacksonville, in Duval county. 


JACKSONVILLE, Monpay, May 16, 1825. 
7 

The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Dorcas Black vs. The United States, for six hundred and forty acres of land situated at the head of 
Goodby’s lake. 

This*day this case came on to be heard, and John Black, David Scurry, and James Hall were examined; 
and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid claim, ordered that the same be reported to 
Congress. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, May 17, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

William Nelson presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title. to six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated near Mills’ ferry, St. Mary’s river; when, on motion of claimant’s attorney, 
the board took up the consideration of the said claim, and, after examining D, C. Hart and J. D. Hart, con- 
firmed the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepyespay, May 18, 1825. 


, The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William 
1. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Francis Woods presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated on the north side of Mills’ swamp, and on the east side of the road formerly 
called the King’s road; when, on motion, the board took up the consideration of the said claim, and, after 
examining John Uptegrove therein, confirmed the same. 

John D. Bludworth presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated at the head of Dead Man’s swamp, near the public road. Ordered to be 
filed. 

Seymour Pickett presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated on the north side of St. John’s river, on the south prong of Six-mile creek. 
Ordered to be filed. 

Isaac Carter presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated on Nine-mile creek. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of John Carter, deceased, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of 
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title to six hundred and forty acres of land situated on the south side of Trout creek, and at a place called 
Cold Hill; which is ordered to be filed. 

Cotton Rawls, sen., presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated near the head of the south prong of Trout creek; which is ordered to be 


filed. : 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, May 19, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William 
_ Allen. : 
, Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Levi Sparkman presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated on Little Trout creek, and on the public road leading from Jacksonville 
to Camp Pinkney. Ordered to be filed. 

There being no further business before the board, the same was adjourned to meet at St. Augustine. 


Sr. AveustinE, Monpay, May 30, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

José Papy presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and forty 
acres of land about four miles south of Picolata fort, with an affidavit of Bartolome Solana, dated May 25, 
1825. Ordered to be filed. 

Miguel Papy presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated on Deep creek. Ordered to be filed. 

Andrew Papy presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land situated about ten or twelve miles to the south of St. Augustine, with an affidavit of 
Bartolome Solana, dated May 26, 1825. Ordered to be filed. 

Thomas Napier, by his attorney, having obtained permission at a former meeting of this board to 
withdraw his memorial for three thousand acres of land comprised in separate tracts, this day, by his said 
attorney, presented three several memorials for one thousand acres each, comprising said three thousand 
acres, situated as follows: 

One thousand acres, situated on the west side of Hillsborough river; one thousand acres, situated 
on the west side of the river Ys, or Indian river; one thousand acres, situated in the hammock known by 
the name of Chachaia Hammock, on the west side of Payne’s savanna; which are ordered to be filed. 

William Hartley vs. The United States, for two hundred and fifty acres of land situated at the head- 
waters of Goodby’s lake, near Wills’ swamp. 

It appearing to the board that the above was a valid Spanish concession made by Governor Coppinger 
to memorialist December 13, 1817, it was found that one hundred and fifty acres thereof had been con- 
firmed to Zephaniah Kingsley; it is therefore ordered that one hundred acres alone be confirmed to 
claimant. 

Frederick Hartley vs. The United States, for four hundred and fifty acres of land situated on the oppo- 
site side of St. Nicholas, at a place called Six-mile river. 

It appearing to the board that the concession made to memorialist by Governor White, dated May 7, 
1803, only conceded two hundred acres of land, the board therefore confirm the same two hundred acres 
to claimant. 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board: 

Hannah Nobles, for two hundred and eight acres of land situated on St. John’s river, at a place called 
Beauclerk’s Point; William Hobkirk, for a town lot in Fernandina, designated as square 18, and lots 3 
and 4; James R. Hanham, one hundred and seventy and two-thirds acres situated on the North river and 
Guana creek; Abraham Hannean, for fifty acres, at Little Grove, St. John’s river, and north of Buena 
Vista the guardian of Francis Miles, for two hundred acres on the North river; the guardian of Francis 
Miles, for three hundred acres on St. John’s river; Ezekiel Hudnall’s heirs, for two hundred and fifty-five 
acres on the north bank of the river St. John’s, and on the east side of Hogan’s creek; E. Hudnall’s heirs, 
for five hundred acres on the river Nassau, at a place called Pumpkin Bluff. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, June 6, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board ordered the following case to be opened, viz: 

William Hartley vs. The United States, for two hundred and fifty acres of land; which was laid over 
for further consideration. 

The heirs of Francis Cain presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two 
hundred acres of land situated on the south fork of Nassau river, with a British grant made to John Bur- 
nett by Governor Moultrie, dated October 5, 1772; also a platand warrant of survey by Frederick George 
Mulcaster, dated October 2, 1781. Ordered to be filed. 

William Eubanks vs. The United States, for two hundred acres, Burton’s island, Nassau river. This 
case being called, and it appearing to the board that the claimant was only entitled to one hundred and 
fifty acres of land, by concession made by Governor Coppinger, it is therefore ordered that the said one 
hundred and fifty acres be confirmed to William Eubanks. 

Robert Harrison vs. The United States, for seven hundred and sixty-five acres of land on the river 
Nassau, near the Roundabout. . 

It appearing to the board by the concession made by Governor Coppinger to memorialist May 10, 
1816, was as above described, and not on the south of Dunn’s creek, as set forth in the memorial of 
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claimant to the board—it, therefore, appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish grant 
permission was given to claimant’s attorney to amend the said memorial, after which it was confirmed, ’ 

Stephen Eubanks, jr., vs. The United States, for three hundred and twenty-five acres of land on the 
north of Trout creek, St. John’s river. 

It appearing to the board that this was a valid Spanish grant, made to memorialist by Governor 
Coppinger March 18, 1817, and the location of said tract being changed contrary to that set forth in the 
said concession, .permission was given to amend the memorial of claimant to this board, and the board 
confirmed the said tract to claimant under the location as above set forth. 

The following claims were also confirmed this day by the board, viz: 

John Silcock, three hundred acres of land situated three miles from the head of Nassau river; Lewis 
Guibert, four hundred acres on the east side of St. John’s river, near Picolata; the heirs of E. Hudnall 
deceased, two hundred acres at the south head of St. Pablo creek; and George Atkinson, a lot of land in 
the town of Fernandina, designated as lot No. 7 of the eighth square. 

The board adjourned until Wednesday morning next at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Wepnespay, June 8, 1825. 


Present: all the members. 
There being no business prepared, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, June 9, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
There being no business prepared, the board adjourned until Monday next, the 13th instant, at 10 
o’clock a. m. 


Monpnay, June 13, 1825. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Geo. Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to thirty-one and a half acres of land situated at a point called Esperanza, 
within the limits of the city of St. Augustine. Ordered to be filed. 

Andrew Paceti presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
without the gates of this city, with a certificate of concession by Governor White, dated May 10, 1807. 
Ordered to be filed. 

Lorenzo Capella presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
without the gates of this city, with a certificate of concession made to him by Governor Coppinger June 
6, 1817. Ordered to be filed. 

Jane Murray, by her attorney, B. A. Putnam, presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to six hundred acres of land situated at a place called McDougal’s Plantation, with a certificate of 
concession made to George Murray by Governor White July 28, 1803. Ordered to be filed. 

The attorney of Samuel Fairbanks, assignee of Reuben Charles, obtained permission and withdrew 
the claim for six hundred and forty acres; and, in place thereof, presented the memorial of Reuben Charles, 
for six hundred and forty acres of land situated about twelve miles from St. Augustine, and near the 
Twelve-mile swamp. Ordered to be filed. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney permission was given to withdraw the papers in the following claim, 
viz: James Riz, for five hundred acres of land; which was rejected by the board April 14, 1825. 

The attorney in the case of Michael Lynch, for three hundred and thirty-five acres, obtained permission 
and amended the memorial thereof, and introduced, as evidence in the same, Farquhar Bethune. 

M. Bethune obtained permission to withdraw the claim of Philip R. Yonge, for five hundred acres of 
land situated at Chichester, St. John’s river. 

The attorney in the claim of Bavid Turner, for three hundred and ninety acres of land, obtained 
permission to amend the memorial thereof by inserting “ninety” in lieu of three hundred and ninety 
acres of land. 

Jno. G. Rushing vs. The United States, for two hundred and five acres of land situated on the north 
side of St. John’s river. This case being called, on motion, the claimant’s attorney obtained permission 
and amended the memorial thereof; and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid concession 
made by Governor Estrada November 27, 1815, in favor of memorialist, the same was confirmed. 

The following claims were also, after due consideration, confirmed by the board, viz: 

José Alvarez, for three hundred and fifty-five acres of land situated in Thomas’ swamp, Nassau river; 
Zephaniah Kingsley, for fifty acres situated at St. Vincent Ferrer, (bluff,) St. John’s river; Zephaniah C. 
Gibbs, for one hundred and twenty-one acres situated on the head of the Guana river, to the west, on St. 

Diego plains; John Uptegrove, for two hundred and fifty acres situated on the river Nassau, at a place 
called the Peach Orchard. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, June 14, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. ; 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day urder their order. 

Amn Stallings, by her attorney, John B. Strong, presented her memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to six hundred and forty acres of land situated on Goodby’s lake, with no exhibits; 
which is ordered to be filed. 

Sarah Faulk, widow, and the other heirs of John Faulk, deceased, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, 
presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two hundred and fifty acres of 
land situated on the east side of the river St Mary’s, with no exhibits. Ordered to be filed. 
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: Sarah Faulk, widow, and the other heirs of John Faulk, deceased, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, 

resented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one hundred acres of land situated 
on the east side of St. John’s river; which is ordered to be filed. 

John Christopher vs. The United States, for fifty acres of land situated on the river Nassau. This 
case being called, and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish concession made by 
Governor White, the board confirmed the same. 

Bartolome Mestre, jr., for his mother, Mariana Mestre, vs. The United States, for three hundred acres 
of land on Thompson’s branch, Matanzas river. This case being called, and it appearing to the board 
that the same was undefined in quantity, after examining John B. Strong therein, it is ordered that the 
same be reported to Congress with the testimony therein. 

Farquhar Bethune and James Hall were this day examined, on the part of the United States, in the 
claim of Pedro Miranda, for three hundred and sixty-eight thousand six hundred and forty acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 





. 
Wepnespay, June 15, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
urray. 
ian Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. a 
On motion, Pedro Miranda was allowed to withdraw his claim for a lot of land within the city of St. 
Augustine. 
ithe heirs of Robert Andrews, deceased, by their attorney, John Drysdale, presented their memorial 
to this board, praying confirmation of title to one hundred acres situated at the head of Guana creek, with 
a certificate of concession made by Governor White, dated November 18, 1799. Ordered to be filed. 
George J. F. Clarke and G. W. Perpall were examined in the following claims, viz: 
Farquhar Bethune, for one hundred and seventy acres, and William Ladd, for one thousand five 
hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, June 16, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The heirs of Gerard Forrester, by their attorney, Farquhar Bethune, presented their memorial to this 
board, praying confirmation of title to five hundred acres of land situated on the river St. John’s, with a 
certified copy of plat and certificate of survey by Pedro Marrot, December 17, 1791. Ordered to be filed. 

José Bonely’s heirs, by their attorney, John B. Strong, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to six hundred and ten acres situated on the river Mosquito, with a certified copy of 
concession, dated September 24, 1796. Ordered to be filed. 

Abner Williams’ heirs, by their attorney, J. B. Strong, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to one hundred and fifty acres of land situated on the south side of the river St. 
John’s, at a place called Rowl’s Plantation, with a certified copy of concession by Governor White, dated 
June 2, 1801. Ordered to be filed. 

Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States, for one hundred acres of land at St. Vincent Ferrer, south 
side of St. John’s river. This case being called, permission was given to amend the memorial; after 
which, it appearing to the board that the same was a Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, 
it was confirmed. 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board, viz: Hannah Nobles, one hundred acres, 
situated on Wills’ swamp, south side of St. John’s river; Lorenzo Capo’s heirs, one hundred and seventy- 
five acres, situated in Twelve-mile swamp, confirmed in favor of the widow and heirs of Lorenzo Capo. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, June 17, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims, viz: The widow and heirs of Antonio Pons, one hundred and seventy-five acres; 
José Bonely’s heirs, six hundred and ten acres, being called, and not being prepared for trial, were con- 
tinued. 

No further business appearing before the board, the same was adjourned until Monday next at 10 
' O'clock a. m. 


Monpay, June 20, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, sen., and divers other claimants, vs. The United States. This day 
the attorney for the above claimants, as well as the attorney for the United States, presented the inter- 
rogatories to be propounded to the witnesses to be examined on behalf of the above claimants ; and 
thereupon it was ordered that the commission issued from this board, directed to Messrs. Colin Mitchel 
and William B. Wallace, of the city of Havana, on the part of the claimants, and Messrs. Charles Drake 
and John Mountain, of the said city, on the part of the United States, to examine the witnesses aforesaid, 
agreeable to an order of the board made April 13, 1825. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Wepnespay, June 22, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. George Murray and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

José Noda presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land situated 
on the east of the road leading from the city of St. Augustine, with a certified copy of concession made to 
him by Governor White, dated February 9, 1808. Ordered to be filed. 

Pedro Estopa presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of lanq 
situated on the east side of the road leading from the city of St. Augustine, made by Governor White 
dated July 20, 1807. Ordered to be filed. : 

Francis Triay presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
situated without the gates, and to the north of the city of St. Augustjne, on the west side of the road 
with a certified copy of concession made to him by Governor Estrada, dated October 3, 1815. Ordered to 
be filed. 

John Frazer’s Executors vs. The United States, for five hundred acres of land situated on St. Mary’s 
river. This case being called, and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish conces.- 
sion made to John Frazer May 2, 1810, the same was confirmed. 

Susannah Cashen, five hundred acres; same, three hundred acres. These cases being called, permis. 
sion was given to amend the memorials thereof, and the cases were laid over. 

Valentine Fitzpatrick, for twenty-five acres of land. This case being called, and not being prepared 
for trial, was continued. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, June 23, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
No business being prepared, the board adjourned until Saturday next at 10 o’clock a, m. 


Saturpay, June 25, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
No business being prepared, the board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, June 27, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
No business being prepared, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tugspay, June 28, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

The secretary having informed the board that no business was prepared, on account of his not having 
access to the public archives, until the same would be arranged for the purpose of examining the trans- 
lations with the original documents on file in that office, it is therefore ordered that the board adjourn 
until Tuesday, the 5th of July next. 


Fripay, July 8, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed by the board, viz: 
George Atkinson, for one lot of land situated in the town of Fernandina, designated as lot No. 11 of the 
4th square; George Atkinson, for one lot of land situated in the town of Fernandina, designated as No. 8 
of the 8th square; Lindsay Todd’s executors for two half lots of land situated in the town of Fernandina, 
designated as Nos. 3 and 4 of the 8th square. 

Permission was given to amend the memorial in the following claims, and the same were laid over, 
viz: Hibberson and Yonge, one lot in Fernaridina; same, one lot in Fernandina; same, four and a quarter 
acres in Fernandina; same, one lot in Fernandina; same, one lot in Fernandina. 

Testimony being required in the following cases, they were continued, viz: Governor Atkinson, one 
lot in Fernandina; same, one lot in Fernandina; same, one lot in Fernandina; same, one lot in Fernandina. 

James Arnau, one hundred and twenty-five acres of land on the North river. 

Clara Prates Arnau, one hundred and seventy-five acres of land on the North river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, July 9, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the district of Florida, attended the board this day 
under their order. 

The widow and heirs of Antonio Martinez, by their agent, John Cavedo, presented their memorial to 
this board, praying confirmation of title to seventy acres of land situated at Moultrie, with a concession 
to Antonio Martinez, dated August 26, 1807. Ordered to be filed. 

Joseph Bergallo, by his agent, John Cavedo, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to two hundred and thirty acres of land situated on the river Nassau, at a place called 
Thomas’ swamp, with a royal title dated March 18, 1817. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Robert Andrew, for one hundred acres of land situated on the plains of Urliche, with a 
copy of concession made to Robert Andrew, dated October 18, 1793. Ordered to be filed. 
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i iippicicticnens 
Bartolo Solana, by his attorney, John B. Strong, presented his memorial to this board, praying con- 
firmation of title to six hundred and forty acres of land situated near the Big Cypress swamp. Ordered 
be filed. . ; a 
” The attorney of claimant obtained permission, and filed a plat and certificate in the following claim, 
viz: Pedro R. de Cala vs. The United States, for five hundred acres of land. 
The board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Monpay, July 11, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed by the board, viz: 
Henry Yonge, for a lot of land situated in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island, and designated as 
number nine of first square; Hibberson and Yonge, for four and a quarter acres of land situated in the 
townof Fernandina; Hibberson and Yonge, a lot in Fernandina; Hibberson and Yonge, for a marsh lot in 
Fernandina; Hibberson and Yonge, for a marsh lot in Fernandina. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the board resumed the consideration of the following claim, and 
confirmed the decree passed thereon the 30th of May last, viz: William Hartley, for two hundred and fifty 
acres of land. 

G. W. Perpall was examined in the claim of Thomas Napier, for three thousand acres of land in three 
separate tracts of one thousand acres each. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, July 12, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John Bellamy vs. The United States, for fifty acres of land situated at Jacksonville, St. John’s river. 
This case being called, and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish concession made 
by Governor Coppinger to John Mestre previous to January 24, 1818, and regularly conveyed to claimant, 
the same is therefore confirmed. 

The following claims being called, and not being prepared for trial, were, on motion of their respec- 
tive attorneys, continued, viz: Zephaniah Kingsley, five hundred acres of land; Charles Edmonston, five 
hundred acres; Isaac Sasportas, four hundred and twenty-five acres; Ezekiel Haddock, one hundred and 
fifty acres; Joseph Haddock, two hundred and fifty acres. 

The honorable George Murray having retired, Antonio Alvarez was examined on the part of the claim- 
ant in the following claim: Pedro Miranda, for three hundred and sixty-eight thousand six hundred and 
forty acres at Tampa Bay; as also in the claim of Thomas Napier, for three thousand acres of land in 
three tracts of one thousand each. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, July 14, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims were, after due consideration, submitted, viz: Thomas Napier, for one thousand 
acres at Chachala hammock; Thomas Napier, for one thousand acres at Indian river; same, for one thou- 
sand acres at Mosquito South lagoon. 

The honorable George Murray having retired, Bernardo Segui was examined on the part of the 
claimant in the following claim, viz: Pedro Miranda, for three hundred and sixty-eight thousand six hundred 
and forty acres at Tampa Bay. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


TuEspay, August 9, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. Allen. 

This day Samuel King presented his memorial for three hundred acres of land, with a copy of con- 
_— dated April 10, 1804, on Nassau river, by his attorney, Belton A. Copp; which was ordered to be 

ed. 

The following claims being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed, viz: Mathias Pons’ 
heirs, four hundred acres at Casapulla, on the river Matanzas; Susannah Cashen, two hundred and fifty 
acres on Amelia island; Pedro Pons, eight hundred and seventy-five acres in Mills’ swamp, Nassau river; 
Domingo Fernandez, one lot in Fernandina, number four, square twenty-three; Domingo Fernandez, four 
half lots in Fernandina, Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8, of square 23; heirs of Antonio Suarez, five hundred acres on 
Amelia island, at a place called Black Point. 

The board adjourned. 


Turspay, August 16, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William H. Allen. 

John Carr presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and forty 
acres of land situated on Lofton’s swamp, one of the waters of Nassau river. Ordered to be filed. 

Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States, for three hundred acres of land situated on Amelia island. 
This case being called, and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish grant made by 
Governor Coppinger to James Adamson previous to January 24, 1818, and by him conveyed to memo- 
rialist, the same was confirmed. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, the following claims were, after due consideration, confirmed by 
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ae 
the board, viz: C. Griffith’s heirs, for three hundred acres of land situated on the banks of the river St 
Mary’s. } 
Miguel Papy, for six hundred and forty acres of land situated on Deep creek, near St. John’s river 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. ; 





Wepnespay, August 17, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
H. Allen. ° 

George J. F. Clarke vs. The United States, for one thousand acres of land in two tracts, viz: five 
hundred acres situated or Durbin’s swamp, to the north of the bridge crossing the creek of said swamp; 
and five hundred acres on the east bank of Dunn’s lake. The board having ascertained this to be a valid 
Spanish concession, confirmed the same to claimant in the situations pointed out as above. 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board, viz: Domingo Fernandez, one hundred and 
fifty acres on Amelia island; Susannah Cashen, two hundred and thirty acres on the banks of the river 
St. Mary’s, at a place called Old Township; Francis Richard, four hundred and sixty-six acres on §¢. 
John’s river, at a place called Branchester; Francis Richard, two hundred and thirty acres on St. John’s 
river, at a place called Parque; Domingo Fernandez, one hundred acres on Amelia island. 

The following cases being called, and not being prepared for trial, were continued, viz: William 
Drummond, five hundred acres; Samuel and George Brennan, three hundred acres; José Youngblood, six 
hundred acres; George J. F. Clarke, one thousand acres; John H. McIntosh, eight hundred acres; Duncan 
L. Clinch, one thousand acres; Elizabeth Wiggins, three hundred acres. 

The board adjourned. 


Turespay, August 23, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The following claims being called, and being prepared for trial, were severally confirmed by the 
board, viz: 

Jane Murray, six hundred acres of land situated at a place called McDougal’s Plantation. 

John Christopher, five hundred acres situated on and near the mouth of Nassau river. 

Domingo Fernandez, two hundred acres situated on the main, opposite Amelia island. 

The board having ascertained that the following claims were made subsequent to January 24, 1818, 
were, after due consideration, rejected, viz: 

McDowell & Black, one thousand acres of land on Dunn’s lake. 

Belton A. Copp, one thousand acres on the east side of the river St. John’s, near Lake George. 

The following claims being called, and not being prepared for trial, were continued, viz: 

Nathaniel Wilds, for one hundred and eighty-four acres. 

William Frink, three hundred and twenty-one acres. 

George Morrison, one hundred and fifty acres. 

Louisa H. Christopher, one hundred and eighty acres. 

The board adjourned until Thursday morning next at 10 o’clock. 


Tuvrspay, August 25, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. 
Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John Houston vs. The United States, for six hundred acres on Talbot island. This case being called, 
and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish grant made to Spicer Christopher, 
deceased, by Governor Quesada, and it also appearing of record that the said John Houston is one of the 
heirs of said Christopher, the same is therefore confirmed to claimant. 

The following claims being called, and not being prepared for trial, were continued, viz: Zachariah 
Hogans, for fifty acres; John Houston, Little Talbot island. 

On motion of John Drysdale, esq., the order of rejection was set aside on the following claims, and 
they were accordingly reopened: Belton A. Copp, one thousand acres; McDowell & Black, one thousand 
acres. 

The board adjourned until Saturday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, August 27, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Charles F, Sibbald, by his attorney, John Rodman, presented his memorial -to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to ten thousand acres of land situated on Trout creek. Ordered to be filed. 

Charles F. Sibbald, by his attorney, John Rodman, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title for four thousand acres of land situated in Turnbull’s swamp. Ordered to be filed. 

Charles F. Sibbald, by his attorney, John Rodman, presented his memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to two thousand acres of land situated at Rowley’s hammock. Ordered to be filed. 

The following claims being prepared for trial were confirmed, viz: 

Domingo Fernandez, two hundred and twenty-eight acres situated on the west side of Amelia river. 
Henry Yonge, one hundred and ninety acres situated in Lofton’s swamp. 
William P. Yonge, four hundred and eighty acres situated on St. Mary’s river. 
William P. Yonge, five hundred acres situated on St. Mary’s and Little St. Mary’s rivers. 
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On application of claimant’s attorney, permission was given to amend the memorial as to the location 
of the land in the following claim, viz: 

Antonio Alvarez vs. The United States, for fifteen hundred acres of land, whigh was recommended for 
confirmation September 8, 1824. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Monpay, August 29, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Andrew Branning vs The United States, for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation 
act, situated on Black creek. This case being called, and it appearing to the board from the evidence 
produced therein that the claimant was entitled to said land, confirmed the same. 

The board also reported to Congress the following claims under the said act, viz: 

John D. Bludworth, six hundred and forty acres situated near the public road, at the head of Dead- 
man’s Swamp. 

William Branning, six hundred and forty acres on the south side of Black creek. 

John Brindly, six hundred and forty acres on the north side of Black creek. 

Isaac Carter, six hundred and forty acres on Nine-mile creek, on the road leading to Camp Pinkney. 

The heirs of John Carter, deceased, six hundred and forty acres on the south side of Trout creek. 

The testimony in the following claims not being sufficient, and it being the opinion of the board that 
the claimants were not entitled to the land set forth in said claims, rejected the same, viz: 

Jesse Carlisle, six hundred and forty acres on the east side of Little Black creek, at a place called 
Ferguson’s Neck, at the head of Doctor’s lake. 

Hardy Ellanier, six hundred and forty acres on the waters of Little Black creek, in the county of 
Duval. 

William Evins, six hundred and forty acres on Durbin’s creek and the road leading from St. Augus- 
tine to the Cowford. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turspay, August 30, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Philip Solana, by his agent, Antonio Alvarez, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to a lot of land without the gates of St. Augustine, containing three hundred and sixty and 
a quarter yards. Ordered to be filed. 

The following claims being called, and it appearing to the board, from the evidence therein, that the 
claimants were entitled to the land set forth in said claims, confirmed the same, viz: 

James Sparkman, six hundred and forty acres on the headwaters of Boggy swamp and east of 

ublic road. 

' William Sparkman, six hundred and forty acres on the headwaters of Boggy swamp and west of 
ublic road. 

: The board also reported to Congress the following claims, viz: 

John R. Hogans, six hundred and forty acres on the north side of St. John’s river. 

Levi Sparkman, six hundred and forty acres on Little Trout creek, on the road leading to Camp 
Pinkney. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a m. 


Wepnespay, August 31, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of A. Bellamy, esq., it is ordered that a commission issue to any two of the United States 
officers at Tampa Bay to take the evidence of any witnesses on any cases which may arise under the 
donation act of Congress. 

On motion of John Drysdale, esq., it is ordered that the claim of Robert Mitchel, trustee to a section 
and a half of Alachua, be submitted. 

isa Horatio S. Dexter was this day examined, on the part of the United States, in the following 
claims, viz: 

William Williamson, six hundred and forty acres of land at Hogtown, Alachua. 

John Oliver, six hundred and forty acres of land on the east side of Dunn’s lake. 

The board adjourned until Friday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, September 2, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
_ Paul Dupon, by his attorney, John Rodman, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to three thousand acres of land situated at Spring Garden. Ordered to be filed. 

The following cases being called, and being prepared for trial, were confirmed by the board, viz: 

Francis Richard, one hundred and ten acres of land situated on the southern side of St. John’s river, 
at Point St. Isabel. ; 
Domingo Fernandez, a lot of land in Fernandina, Amelia island, designated as No. 2, of square 18. 
McDowell & Black vs. The United States, one thousand acres of land. 
This case being called, the United States attorney objected to any further proceeding being had in 
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the same, and that it be dismissed from the docket, inasmuch as it appeared that the written evidence of 
the claimants’ title bore date subsequent to January 24, 1818, and claimants praying to be heard p 
counsel; whereupon an argument was had thereon, but the board not being sufficiently advised of ang 
concerning the same, it was held over until to-morrow; and 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 





Saturpay, September 3, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

McDowell & Black vs. The United States, one thousand acres of land. 

The board not being prepared to give its decision in this case, it was held over till Monday next at 
10 o’clock a. m.; and the board adjourned. 


Monpay, September 5, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

McDowell & Black vs. The United States, one thousand acres of land. 

The board not being prepared to give its decision in this case, it was held over until to-morrow, and 
the board adjourned until to-morrow. 


Turspay, September 6, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day undex their order. 

McDowell & Black vs. The United States, one thousand acres of land. 

The board having minutely considered and deliberated on the above case, this day decided that the 
same must be rejected. 

J. Allen Smith vs. The United States, fora lot of land in the city of St. Augustine. 

This case being called, and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish grant, con- 
firmed the same. 

The board adjourned until Saturday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, September 10, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business being prepared, the board adjourned until Wednesday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, September 14, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to two lots of land in the city. Ordered to be filed. 

Frankee Lewis presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated on New river, near Cape Florida. Ordered to be 
filed. 

The following claims being called, and it appearing to the board that they were valid Spanish grants 
made previous to January 24, 1818, confirmed the same, viz: 

Heirs of Francis X. Sanchez, for one thousand acres of land situated on St. Diego plains, at a place 
called Montes de San Diego. 

Heirs of Francis X. Sanchez, one hundred acres of land situated on Diego plains, at a place called 
Montes de Puercos. 

J. Allen Smith, for a lot of land situated in the city of St. Augustine. . 

Daniel Hulbert, for two hundred acres of land situated four miles north of the city of St. Augustine. 

The following claims were, on motion of their respective attorneys, confirmed by the board, viz: 

George Gianople, for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated about twelve 
miles northwest from St. Augustine. 

The heirs of Jesse Fish, for five hundred acres of land situated in Graham’s swamp. 

The board adjourned until Friday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, September 20, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
The following claim was recommended for confirmation, viz: 
The heirs of James Hutchinson, two thousand acres of land on Jupiter island. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Fripay, September 23, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. . : 

Charles W. Clarke was examined in the claim of Horatio S$. Dexter vs. The United States, for 
sixteen thousand acres of land on Indian river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monnay, September 26, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

John Andrew presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred and 
forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated on Tocoy creek, St. John’s river. Ordered to be filed. 

Emanuel Crespo presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated about a mile from the mouth of Tocoy creek, near St. John’s river. 
Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Andrew Dewees vs. The United States, for two thousand six hundred and thirty-three and 
a third acres of land situated on the south side of St. John’s river, and east side of Pablo creek. This 
case being called, permission was given to amend the memorial thereof; and it appearing to the board 
that the same was a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and also in evidence that 
the whole or part of said grant has been cultivated by the said heirs for many years, the same is therefore 
confirmed to them. 

Seymour Pickett vs. The United States, for two hundred and fifty acres of land at a place called Hod- 
guins, on St. John’s river. This claim being called, and claimant having produced a royal title made to 
R. Hogans by Governor Kindelan May 26, 1815, and conveyance from said Hogans to him, the board 
confirmed the same. 

Constance McFee vs. The United States, for four hundred and forty-six acres of land on St. John’s 
river. It appearing to the board that claimant was a British subject, and that she resided without the, 
jurisdiction of the United States, rejected the same. 

[Nore.—This case was reconsidered by the board September 30, 1825, and confirmed. ] 

On motion of Mr. Putnam, permission was given to file an affidavit in the claim of José Papy, for six 
hundred and forty acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuespay, September 27, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Maria R. Scott presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
situated in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island, designated as lot No. 8 of eighth square. Ordered to 
be filed. 

The widow of Juan Lorenzo presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a 
lot of land situated without the gates of St. Augustine and within the fifteen hundred yards. Ordered to 
be filed. 

Antonio Rogero presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
situated without the gates of St. Augustine and within the fifteen hundred yards. Ordered to be filed. 

José Hernandez presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
situated without the gates of St. Augustine and within the fifteen hundred yards. Ordered to be filed. 

The following claims being called, and the same being undefined in quantity, were reported to Con- 
gress, viz: 

_ William Travers, for one thousand acres of land situated at a place called the Old Savannas, North 
river. 

Jehu Underwood, for six hundred acres of land situated on Black creek, Duval county. 

Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States, for one thousand acres of land situated at the head of Indian 
river. This case being called, and it appearing to the board that it was made subsequent to January 24, 
1818, rejected the same. 

The board then adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, September 28, 1825. 


i The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. 
en. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

A number of cases being called, and not being prepared for trial, on motion of their respective 
attorneys they were continued; and there being no further business, the board adjourned until to-morrow 
at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, September 29, 1825. 


‘i The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
urray, 
The heirs of William O’Neal presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 
three hundred acres of land situated on the river St. Mary’s and Lanford creek. Ordered to be filed. 
The following claim beifig called, and being undefined in quantity, was reported to Congress, viz: 
John Bachelvt, for a marsh island situated near Doctor’s island. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Fripay, September 30, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

On motion of claimants’ attorney, the following claim was reopened, viz: 

Archibald Clark and others, for two hundred and fifty acres of land, and permission was given to 
amend the memorial thereof by inserting “two hundred” in place of two hundred and fifty acres; where. 
upon it was moved that the decree of the 29th of April last be Set aside and said claim be confirmed, which 
is allowed and ordered by the board. 

Constance McFee vs. The United States, for four hundred and forty-six acres of land on St, John’s 
river. In this case G. W. Perpall, attorney in fact for Constance McFee, moved the board to open the 
same, and that the order of rejection be set aside, and that he have leave to amend the memorial in behalf 
of the heirs of Constance McFee, she having lately died, which was granted; and the same was also con. 
firmed to said heirs upon the affidavit of G. W. Perpall, stating that he, as attorney for Mrs. McFee, had 
held possession of said land for the last twelve years. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, October 1, 1825. 


There being no business prepared, the board adjourned until Friday next, the 7th instant, at 10 
o’clock a. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day for the purpose of collecting testimony in various cases before the board. 


Fray, October 7, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. George Murray and William 
H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board thig 
day under their order. 

Francis Paz, by his attorney, J. N. Cox, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to fifteen hundred acres of land on Pellicer’s creek, with a certified copy of concession made to 
him by Governor Estrada, dated November 12, 1815. Ordered to be filed. 

Philip and Mary Dewees vs. The United States, for one hundred acres of land on Guana river. This 
case being called, and it appearing to the board that the same was a valid Spanish grant made to Francis 
X. Sanchez February 6, 1811, who was father to claimants, confirmed the same. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


® 


Monpay, October 10, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and George 
Murray. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Juan Garcia, by his attorney, B. A. Putnam, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land situated near St. John’s river. Ordered to be filed. 

James and George Clarke, for five hundred acres of land situated on the west of Matanzas river. 

Charles W. and George J. F. Clarke, for three hundred acres of land situated on Matanzas river, ata 
place called Worcester. 

The above claims being taken up, and it appearing to the board that the same were British grants 
made in favor of the ancestors of claimants, confirmed the same. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Turspay, October 11, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

There being no business prepared, the board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Wepnespay, October 12, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

No business being prepared, the board adjourned until Friday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, October 14, 1825. 


There being no business prepared, the board was adjourned until Friday next, the 21st instant, at 
10 o’clock a. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended this day under 
their order. 


Fripay, October 21, 1825. 


There being no business prepared, and the secretary being occupied in making out the report of the 
board for Congress, the same was adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock"a. m. 
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Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
Monpay, October 24, 1825. 


The board met this day, but there being no business on hand, it adjourned until to-morrow at 10 
o’clock a. m. : ws 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 
this day under their order. 
Wepnespay, October 26, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch, deceased, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of 
title to four thousand five hundred acres of land situated in the territory of Mosquito. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch, deceased, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of 
title to one thousand acres of land situated at a place called Berresford, St. John’s river. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch, deceased, presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of 
title to nineteen hundred acres of land situated at a place called Mount Oswald, Mosquito. Ordered to 
be filed. 

Davis Floyd presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one thousand acres 
of land situated between the North river and Guana creck. Ordered to be filed. 

Margaret Cook presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
situated without the gates of St. Augustine and within the fifteen hundred yards. Ordered to be filed. 

Margaret Cook presented her memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to a lot of land 
situated without the gates of St. Augustine and within the fifteen hundred yards. Ordered to be filed. 

Ralph King, by his attorney, John Drysdale, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma- 
tion of title to five thousand acres of land situated in Turnbull’s swamp. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of John Faulk, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, praying 
confirmation of title to two hundred and fifty acres of land at a place called Anderson’s cowpen, on the 
river St. Mary’s, with a certified copy of concession made to John Faulk June 22, 1792, by Governor 
Quesada. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to three hundred acres of land situated about nine miles north from St. 
Augustine, with a certified copy of concession made to James McGirt, and dated February 24, 1792. 
Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to three hundred acres of land situated on Nassau river, with a copy of 
concession by Governor Quesada, dated February 24, 1792. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to five hundred acres of land situated on St. Mary’s river, with a copy of 
concession made to James McGirt by Governor White June i5, 1790. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to three hundred acres of land situated on St. Mary’s river, with a copy of 
concesssion made to James McGirt by Governor Quesada January 24, 1793. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to three hundred acres of land situated on St. John’s river, with a certified 
copy of permission to exchange lands between John McQueen and James McGirt, by Governor Quesada, 
dated March 8, 1792. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to a small island called Martin’s island, on St. Mary’s river, containing about 
eighty acres, with a certified copy of concession to James McGirt, dated April 26, 1793. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of James McGirt, by their agent, E. R. Gibson, presented their memorial to this board, 
praying confirmation of title to eighteen caballerias, or six hundred acres of land, situated on the west 
side of St. John’s river, with a plat and certificate of survey by Don Pedro Marrot, dated January 17, 
1792. Ordered to be filed. 

On motion, the claim of William Ovington, as executor of James Alexander, for seven acres of land 
situated in the city of St. Augustine, rejected by the board March 29, 1824, was reopened and ordered 
to be filed. 

On motion of the claimant’s attorney, the order of rejection of April 20, 1824, on the following claim, 
viz: Elihu Woodruff and others, for three hundred and fifty acres of land on St. John’s river, was set 
aside; and the board taking into consideration said claim, and finding the same a valid Spanish grant 
made to John Moore, and by him regularly conveyed to claimants, confirmed the same. 

The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States, for a tract of land 
containing thirty-one and a half acres situated at the point called Esperanza, within the limits of the said 
city. The board took up the consideration of said claim, and confirmed the same. 

Nicholas Estefanopoly vs. The United States, for two thousand five hundred acres of land situated on 
the west of the river Suwannee. On motion of claimant’s attorney, this claim was taken up, and the 
board not being fully advised therein, the same was submitted and held under consideration. 

On motion of B. A. Putnam, esq., permission was given to withdraw the following claim, viz.: Samuel 
and George Brennan, for three hundred acres of land; the Hon. Davis Floyd dissenting. 

Joseph M. Hernandez was this day examined in the claim of George J. F. Clarke for sixteen thousand 
acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, October 27, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 
_ Edgar Macon esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 
this day under their order. 
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Thomas Jones, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated in the county of 
Alachua, near the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to be filed. 

Peter Nichols, by his attorney, A. Beliamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated in the county of 
Alachua, near the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to be filed. 

Francis Durant, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated in the county of 
Alachua, near the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to be filed. 

John Toy, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirmation 
of title to six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated in the county of Alachua 
near the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to be filed. 

Richard D. Ford, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confirma. 
tion of title to six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated in the county of 
Alachua, near the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to be filed. 

Nathaniel Tanner, by his attorney, A. Bellamy, presented his memorial to this board, praying confir. 
mation of title to six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated in the county of 
Alachua, near the Gulf of Mexico. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 
one thousand acres of land situated on the river St. John’s, at a place called Spring Garden. Ordered to 
be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 
eight hundred acres of land situated at a place called Pengree’s old field. Ordered to be filed. 

Thomas Reynolds, administrator of Wm. G. Christopher, by his attorney, John Rodman, presented hig 
memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to five hundred acres of land situated on Santa Juana 
creek, in the county of Nassau. Ordered to be filed. 

On motion of B. A. Putnam, esq., permission was given to withdraw the following claim, to wit; 
Domingo Fernandez, for nine hundred acres of land, and in place thereof presented the following claim; 
Juan McClure, for nine hundred acres of land situated on Amelia island; which was ordered to be filed. 

On motion, permission was given to John Rodman, esq., to file a deposition of Farquhar Bethune in 
the claim,of Charles Sibbald, for sixteen thousand acres of land. 

G. W. Perpall, Geo. J. F. Clarke, and Joseph 8S. Sanchez were this day examined by the board in the 
following claims, to wit: Davis Floyd, one thousand acres of land; Geo. J. F. Clarke, sixteen thousand acres 
of land; the wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine, one lot of land; and Ralph King, five 
thousand acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 











































Fripay, October 28, 1825. 


The board met this day, but there.being no business prepared, it was adjourned until to-morrow at 
10 o’clock a. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Satcurpay, October 29, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to one 
thousand one hundred acres of land situated on Diego plains. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to four 
hundred acres of land situated on the plains of Diego. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to 
three thousand acres of land situated on the plains and swamp of Diego, at a place known by the name of 
Chacaras. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to two 
hundred and fifty-five acres of land situated on Diego plains. Ordered to be filed. 

The heirs of Thomas Fitch presented their memorial to this board, praying confirmation of title to four 
hundred acres of land situated on Diego plains. Ordered to be filed. 

The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States, for one lot of land 
in St. Augustine on which the church and school-house stand. This came by its attorney, who obtained 
permission and amended the memorial thereof; and it appearing from the evidence produced therein that 
the same is a valid Spanish grant, the board confirmed the same. 

Antelm Gay vs. The United States, for two lots of land situated in St. Augustine. 

It appearing to the board that the above was a valid Spanish grant made to the original grantee, and 
regularly conveyed to claimant, the same was confirmed. 

The board adjourned until Monday next at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, October 31, 1825. 


The board met this day, but there being no business prepared, it was adjourned until to-morrow at 


10 o’clock a. m. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board 


this day under their order. 
List of claims received this day at the office of the Board of Land Commissioners, ard are ordered to be filed. 


Pedro Mestre’s memorial for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated on 
the north of the head of the North river. 
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James Rouse’s memorial for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated on 


the river St. Mary’s. — , 
McCully’s memorial for six hundred and forty acres, under the donation act, situated on the river St. 


fary’s. F : 
, a Prevatt’s memorial for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated 


on the river St. Mary’s. 
Will. Haddock’s memorial for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated on 


the river St. Mary’s. 

Joseph R. Prevatt’s memorial for six hundred and forty acres of land, under the donation act, situated 
on the river St. Mary’s. 

Achilles Murat’s memorial for one thousand two hundred acres of land, situated about nine miles south 
of St. Augustine. , ; 

Joseph Fenwick’s memorial for six hundred acres of land situated on the north side of Trout creek. 

Susannah Rollin’s memorial for two hundred acres of land situated on the river Nassau, with a copy 
of concession by Governor White, dated December 6, 1799. 

Charles Deshon’s memorial for three hundred and fifty acres of land situated on St. John’s river, with 
a copy of concession made to Waltero Drumer by Governor Quesada, dated April 5, 1793; also a plat and 
certificate of survey in favor of William Drummond, dated July 20, 1819, by George J. F. Clarke; also a 
deed of conveyance from William Drummond to Charles Deshon, dated May 6, 1822. 

The heirs of Margaritta O’Neal’s memorial for two tracts of land: one for nine caballerias and seven 
acres of land, or three hundred and seven acres of land, lying on Lansford creek, with a copy of plat and 
certificate of survey by Pedro Marrot, dated April 16, 1792; and the other for seven caballerias and ten 
acres of land, or two hundred and forty-three and a third acres, lying on Lansford creek, with a copy of 
plat and certificate of survey by Pedro Marrot, dated April 17, 1792; also a royal title to the said Margaritta 
0’Neal, dated March 13, 1807, by Governor White. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 






































































Turspay, November 1, 1825. 


The board met this day, but there being no business prepared, the same was adjourned until to-morrow 
at 10 o’clock a. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Wepnespay, November 2, 1825. 


The board met this day, but there being no business prepared, the same was adjourned until to-morrow 
at 10 o’clock a. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 


Tuurspay, November 3, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and Wm. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Blake Williamson, through Wm. H. Allen, esq., presented his memorial to this board for six hundred 
and forty acres of land situated on the river Nassau, in the county of Duval; and the said Wm. H. Allen, 
esq., having declared that he received said memorial from the claimant, who resides in the country, pre- 
vious to November 1, 1825, the same was therefore ordered to be filed. 

On motion, the following claims, viz: William P. Yonge, for five hundred acres; and the same, for four 
hundred and eighty acres of land, confirmed by the board August 27, 1825, were reopened, and permission 
given to amend the memorials thereof, and they were reconfirmed to Henry Yonge, the original grantee. 

The following claims were, after due examination, submitted, viz: 

George J. F. Clarke, for ten thousand acres of land; and same, for four thousand five hundred acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, November 4, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 
Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 
The following claims were, after due examination, submitted, viz: 
George J. F. Clarke, two thousand acres of land; and same, for two thousand acres of land. 
Full and sufficient testimony having been taken in the following claims as to the occupation and 
cultivation thereof, they were confirmed to claimants, viz: 
Peter Sevelly, one hundred and fifty acres of land on Long bay, about seven miles to the northwest of 
St. Augustine. 
William and John Lofton, three hundred acres of land on the north of Julington creek, St. John’s river. 
George Henning, two hundred acres on Bell’s river, near Row’s bluff. 
John Wingate, two hundred acres on Lofton’s swamp, Nassau river. 
James Plummer, three hundred acres on the north of Julington creek, St. John’s river. 
Thomas Moy, three hundred and fifty acres at Row’s bluff, on Bell’s river. 
Martha Dell, four hundred and fifty acres on St. Mary’s river. 
William McCully, three hundred acres high up St. Mary’s river. 
Joseph Prevatt, four hundred acres on Turner’s swamp, St. Mary’s river. 
Thomas Prevatt, five hundred and fifty acres on St. Mary’s river. 
Edward Dixon, one hundred acres on Pigeon creek, St. Mary’s river. 
George Hartley, four hundred acres on Old Field branch, Julington creek, St. John’s river. 
Frederick Hartley, six hundred acres on Old Field branch, Julington creek, St. John’s river. 
The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 
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Saturpay, November 5, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment, but no business being prepared, the same was 
adjourned. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order, 


Turespay, November 8, 1825. 


The board met this day, but no business being prepared, the same was adjourned until to-morrow at 
3 o’clock p. m. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their or der. 


Wepnespay, November 9, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. D. Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their order. 

Richard D. Curtis presented his bill to the board, amounting to twelve dollars, for carpenter’s work, 
which was approved and ordered to be audited and certified. 

Francis R. Sanchez was this day examined, on the part of the United States, in the claim of William 
Branning, for six hundred and forty acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 3 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, November 10, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Edgar Macon, esq., United States attorney for the eastern district of Florida, attended the board this 
day under their or -der. 

On motion, the following claims were taken up, and permission given to amend the memorials thereof, 
and James Bradley, Lewis P. Fatio, and Horatio S8. Dexter were examined as witnesses therein; after 
which they were submitted, viz: Francis R. Sanchez, five hundred acres; Simeon Sanchez, four hundred 
acres; John Sanchez, four hundred acres. 

Permission being given, the following claim was presented to the board for adjudication, when 
Francis R. Sanchez was examined therein; and the board being satisfied as to the occupation and culti- 
vation of the land according to law, reported the same to Congress, viz: David Scurry, for 640 acres of 
land situated on the south side of St. John’s river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 3 o’clock p. m. 


Fripay, December 2, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

Pedro Mestre vs. The United States, for six hundred and forty acres of land situated on the north of 
the head of the North river, under the ‘donation act. This case was taken up, and it appearing by the 
evidence adduced therein that claimant was entitled to said land, the board confirmed the same. 

The board adjourned. 


Wenpnespay, December 14, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. Allen. 

Joseph Delespine vs. The United States, for ninety-two thousand one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
This case being called, was, after due consideration, reported to Congress for confirmation. 

The following claims were also reported for confirmation, viz: John W. Simonton, for an island 
called Key West (Cayo Hueso) or Thompson’s island; Catalina Hijuelos, for two thousand acres situated 
at a place called Big Grove. 

The following claim was, after due consideration, rejected by the board, viz: Peter Mitchell, for 
himself and others, for three thousand five hundred acres of land at a place called Volusia, St. John’s 
river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Tuurspay, December 15, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

Nicholas Estefanopoly vs. The United States, for two thousand five hundred acres. This case being 
called, was, after due consideration, ordered to be reported to Congress for their determination. 

Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States, for two thousand acres of land. The board in this case 
having ascertained that this claim is covered by a British grant, the same is ordered to be reported to 
Congress. 

The following claims were called up, and it appearing to the board that they are valid Spanish 
grants, they are therefore reported to Congress for confirmation, viz: Zephaniah Kingsley, for two thou- 
sand acres; Zephaniah Kingsley, for two thousand six hundred and eleven acres; Archibald Clark, for 
eighty thousand acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


* 


Fray, December 16, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. 
Allen. 
The following claims were this day reported to Congress for confirmation, viz: Teresa Rodriguez, for 
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five thousand five hundred acres; Wiggins’ estate, for twelve hundred acres; Sarah Fish’s heirs, for ten 
thousand acres; Domingo Fernandez, for one thousand one hundred and fifty acres. 

Susannah Cashen’s claim, for one thousand and fifty acres of land situated on St. Mary’s river, was 
taken up and confirmed by the board. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Monpay, December 19, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

The following claims were this day confirmed by the board, viz: the heirs of Pedro R. de Cala, for 
five hundred acres; Davis Floyd, one thousand acres of land; Francis Pellicer, one thousand one hundred 

res of land. 
aaa Bolton vs. The United States, for two thousand acres of land situated in Turnbull’s back swamp. 
The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January: 24, 1818, 
report the same to Congress for confirmation. 

There appearing no evidence before the board as to the actual occupation and cultivation of the 
following tracts previous to January 24, 1818, and July 17, 1821, they therefore reject the same, viz: 
Francis R. Sanchez, five hundred acres; Simeon Sanchez, four hundred acres; John Sanchez, four hundred 
acres of land situated on Hogtown creek, Alachua, 

On motion, permission was given to amend the memorial in the following claim, viz: Francis de 
Medicis, for eighty-three and a third acres of land situated on St. John’s river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. 


Turspay, December 20, 1825. 


The board met this day pursyant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and W. H. Allen. 

John B. Entralgo vs. The United States, for one thousand acres of land on the east side of the St. 
John’s river, at a place called Rollstown. The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish grant 
made previous to January 24, 1818, do therefore report the same to Congress for confirmation. 

On motion of claimant’s attorney, permission was given to amend the memorial in the claim of Sarah 
Faulk, for two hundred and fifty acres of land, and to file two affidavits in the following claim, viz: George 
Branning, for six hundred and forty acres of land. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


TuHurspay, December 22, 1825. 


The board met this day. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. Allen. 

The following claims being called, and the evidence produced therein being satisfactory to the board 
as to the occupation and cultivation thereof, confirmed the same, viz: Charles Love, for three hundred 
acres; Pedro Estopa, for fifteen and three-tenths acres. 

Robert Miller vs. The United States, for an island situated between Jupiter and Indian rivers. The 
board having ascertained this claim to be undefined in quantity, and there appearing no evidence to prove 
the compliance of the conditions set forth in the concession thereof, do reject the same. 

Permission was given to amendthe memorial of John K. 8. Holzendorf, for four hundred acres of land, 
by inserting “the heirs of Valentine Fitzpatrick, deceased,” in place of said Holzendorf. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Fripay, December 23, 1825. 


_ The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hons. Davis Floyd and William H. 
Allen. 

Full and sufficient testimony having been adduced in the following claims, the board confirmed the 
same, viz: Stephen M. Ingersoll, for one hundred acres of land situated north of St. Augustine; Stephen 
M. Ingersoll, one hundred acres of land situated in the Twelve-mile swamp; William Lain, two hundred 
and ten acres on Trout creek, a branch of St. John’s; Nathaniel Wilds, three hundred acres on Lofton’s 
creek, a branch of St. John’s; Isaac Hendricks, two hundred acres on Pottsburg creek, St. John’s river; 
Isaac Hendricks two hundred acres on south side of river St. John’s, near the Cowford; Isaac Hendricks, 
five hundred acres on the north side of St. John’s river, near Jacksouville; Cornelius Griffith’s heirs, one 
hundred acres on the east side of one of the branches of Trout creek, St. John’s river; the heirs of Valentine 
Fitzpatrick, for four hundred acres on Graham’s swamp; the heirs of Valentine Fitzpatrick, twenty-five 
acres on Sam’s hammock, Matanzas river; William Gardner, one hundred and fifty acres on the south side 
of the river St. John’s; S. Clarke, a lot of land in Fernandina; John Dixon, one hundred and thirty acres, 
river St. Mary’s, at Faulk’s swamp; Francis Ferreira, fourteen acres without the old lines, and about one 
and three-quarter mile north of the city of St. Augustine; John Houston, ninety-two acres on Talbot 
island; Polly Lewis, six hundred and forty acres, under the donation act, on the east side of Miami river, 
near Key Biscaino; John D. Braddock, six hundred and forty acres, under the donation act, in the county 
of Duval, on the road from Rose’s bluff; John Faulk’s heirs for three hundred and fifty acres, Mulberry 
Grove, St. John’s river. 

Permission having been given to amend the memorials in the following claims, and claimants having 
produced sufficient testimony therein, they were confirmed, viz: Isaac Carter, three hundred and fifty acres 
on river Nassau; Ferdinand D. McDonell, eight hundred acres on Matanzas river; William Fitzpatrick, 
four hundred and forty acres, Cedar Point, north side St. John’s river. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o’clock a. m. 


Saturpay, December 24, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

The following claims were this day taken up and confirmed by the board, viz: 

Elijah Higginbottom, three hundred and fifty acres on Little St. Mary’s river; Joseph Higginbottom, 
three hundred acres on Spell’s swamp, Nassau river; Pablo Sabaté, two hundred acres at St. Diego; heirs 
‘of Elizabeth Cain, two hundred and fifty acres east side of river St. John’s, north of Picolata fort; Lazaro 
Ortega, eighty-eight acres, North river and Guana creek. 
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a rT, 
Permission was given to amend the memorial of James Smith’s heirs for two hundred and fifty acres 
of land, by inserting “John Tharp’s heirs” in place of Smith’s heirs, and the board confirmed the same. 
The board adjourned until Monday next, the 26th instant. 


Tugspay, December 27, 1825. 





The board met this day. Present: all the members. 

The following claims under the donation act were taken up and confirmed by the board, if on public 
lands, viz: 

Jonathan Lewis, six hundred and forty acres, river Miami, near Cape Florida; Frankee Lewis, six 
hundred and forty acres, New river, near Cape Florida; Mrs. Hagens, six hundred and forty acres, river 
Miami, near Cape Florida; James Hagens, six hundred and forty acres, river Miami, near Cape Florida, 

Sufficient testimony being adduced as to the occupation and cultivation of the land previous to July 
17, 1821, the board, therefore, report the following claims to Congress under the donation act, viz: 

John Oliver, six hundred and forty acres situated on the east side of Dunn’s lake, St. John’s river: 
José Papy, six hundred and forty acres, east of Picolata fort, St. John’s river; Andres Papy, six hundred and 
forty acres, south of St. Augustine, on Moses’ creek; Henry Heartley, six hundred and forty acres, St. 
John’s county. 

The following claims were rejected by the board, viz: ~ 

Seymour Pickett, six hundred and forty acres, and Lewis Guibert, six hundred and forty acres of land, 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at four o’clock p. m. 


Wepnespay, December 28, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

The following claims being prepared, were confirmed by the board:* 

John Middleton, two half and one lot in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island; same, for a lot in 
said town. 

The board having examined the following claim, reported the same to Congress, viz: 

George Murray, for an island called Cayo Hueso or Thompson’s island. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 4 o’clock p. m. 


Tuurspay, December 29, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

It being ascertained that the following individuals had grants before the board for 640 acres, under 
the donation act, rejected the said 640 acres, and confirmed to them as follows, viz: 

David Scurry, 300 acres; William Nelson, 350 acres; William Sparkman, 300 acres; Andrew Brennan, 
400 acres. 

The following claims were also confirmed by the board on actual settlement and cultivation: 

Joseph Hagens, 200 acres on Julington creek; Hartwell Leath, 200 acres, Big Creek; Jno. Dixon, 
200 acres, St. Mary’s river; Thomas, 257 acres, Live-oak landing; James Bradley, 250 acres, Cedar swamp; 
Jehu Mezells, 200 acres, St. Mary’s river. 

The following claims were, after due consideration, rejected by the board, viz: 

Frederick Hartley, 400 acres; Thomas Higginbottom, 200 acres; Charles Hovey, 400 acres; N. Wilds, 
184 acres; Maxey Dell, 700 acres; Stephen Eubanks, 450; Theophilus Woods, sen., 370 acres; James 
Woods, 75 acres. 

The board adjourned until to-morrow at 4 o’clock p. m. 


Fripay, December 30, 1825. 


The board met this day pursuant to adjournment. Present: all the members. 

The following accounts were presented to the board, and were, after due investigation, ordered to be 
passed and certified, viz: 

Joseph M. Sanchez, for $518 for house rent. 

Waters Smith, United States marshal, for services, &c., $239. 

Francis J. Fatio, for contingent expenses of said board, $113. 

The honorable Davis Floyd moved to dismiss all the cases which have been translated and laid over, 
from time to time, for testimony; which motion was overruled by the majority of the board. 

The board adjourned sine die. 

DAVIS FLOYD. 


W. H. ALLEN. 
Attest: F, J. FATIO, &. B. L. C. 





THIRD SESSION. 
No, 2.—See Report No. 1. 
José Sanchez vs. The United States. For two hundred and ten acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of José Sanchez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred and ten acres, situated upon the west bank of Hillsborough, or south 
Mosquito river, to the south of the old town of Smeyrand north by an artificial canal called Gabardy 
canal, and fronting upon Hillsborough river aforesaid. A copy of plat and certificate of survey is here- 
with exhibited, dated January 22, 1818, marked Z; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title 
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made to Rafael Andrew, dated June 2, 1817, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 
99, 1815, who sold the same to Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., by conveyance dated April 2, 1820, 
qho conveyed the same to your memorialist by deed dated March 25, 1822, exhibited, &c., marked A. And 
our memorialist further showeth that he is legally seized and possessed of said lands; that he is a citizen 
of the United States and resident of East Florida, and has been ever since the cession of the same to the 
United States. He prays confirmation of title, &c. All of which is submitted, &c. P 
JOSEZSANCHEZ. 


(Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Rafael Andrew of 
the 210 acres, dated July 2, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 

(Here follows the translation of the plat and certificate of survey of the land by Robert McHardy, 
dated January 22, 1818.] 

(Here follows a deed .of conveyance from Fernando de la Maza Arredondo to claimant. By said deed 
it appears that Andrew conveyed the 210 acres to Arredondo, reference being made to the public archives 


for the conveyance. | 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant exhibited a royal title for the land described in his memorial made by 
Governor Coppinger to one Rafael Andrew July 2, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815; 
a certificate of survey and plat made* by Robert McHardy January 22, 1818; a conveyance for the said 
land from Andrew to Fernando de la Maza Arrenondo, and a deed from Arredondo to him. The title of 
the claimant is confirmed, so far as the United States is concerned. April 11. 


No. 1.—See Report No. 1. 
Robert McHardy’s trustee vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Rodman, assignee of all the estate, real and personal, of Robert McHardy, 
deceased, in trust for the benefit of his creditors, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title, 
as the assignee of the said McHardy, to a tract of land consisting of 1,000 acres, situated at Tomoka, 
bounded as follows: on the north by lands of the heirs of James Ormond, on the east by the river Tomoka, 
on the south by lands of John Burch, and on the west by the public road; which said land was granted 
to the said Robert McHardy, in full title, July 3, 1815, by Governor Estrada, founded upon a previous 
grant made to him September 5, 1808, in virtue of the royal order of October 29,1790. And your 
memorialist further showeth that the said Robert McHardy remained in possession of the said land until 
his death, on December 12, 1822; that said land was much cultivated by him, and very valuable buildings 
erected thereon; that he was a resident inhabitant of Florida at the time of the cession of the country 
to the United States. In confirmation of the title of the said McHardy to the aforesaid land, your 
memorialist herewith presents a certified copy of the absolute title and grant from the Spanish govern- 
ment, dated July 3,1815 The deed of assignment from the said McHardy to your memorialist of all 
his estate, real and personal, in trust for the benefit of his creditors, is dated December 1, 1822, and is 
recorded in the office of the clerk of the county of St. John’s. St. Augustine, October 23, 1823. 

JOHN RODMAN. 

N. B.—The original survey of the said land has been lost. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada to Robert McHardy of the 
1,000 acres, dated July 3, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant filed a royal title made to Robert McHardy for the land claimed by 
Governor Estrada, July 3, 1815. It appearing to the satisfaction of the board that the grant was made 
in conformity with the Spanish laws and royal orders previous to January 24, 1818, the land is confirmed 
to the claimant as assignee of Robert McHardy. April 11. 


No. 3.—See Report No. 1. 
John Christopher vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Christopher, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated on the river 
Nassau, and contained within the following lines and boundaries: the first line runs south 43° west, 
beginning at a pine tree marked with a cross on the banks of St. Juana creek, and terminating at another 
pine with the same mark, and is in length one hundred and twenty-nine chains; the second line runs 
south 32° east, beginning at the same pine and ends at another on the edge of a marsh in the river 
Nassau, and is in measure forty chains; the front runs partly on the edge of said marsh, and partly on 
the bank of St. Juana creek, which divides this tract from the lands of Francis Deaz Teran; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant originally made to his deceased father, Spicer Christopher, under 
the orders of Governor Quesada, by Don Pedro Marrot, judge commissioned for that purpose, February 15, 
1792, and surveyed by Eastlake, as appears from a certified copy of their certificate, hereunto annexed, and 
marked A, in pursuance of the royal order of October 29, 1790, and for which tract the full or royal title 
annexed, marked B, was obtained by said Spicer from Governor White, under date of April 8, 1809, and 































































598 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 503. 








which tract your memorialist inherits as one of the co-heirs of said Spicer Christopher, deceased. Your 
memorialist further showeth that he is now in actual possession of said land, and was so at the time of 
the cession, and for many years preceding; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident on the 
said tract, now in Duval county. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN CHRISTOPHER, 


Per his attorney, FARQ. BETHUNE. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot, commissioned 
judge for the distribution of lands, of 15 caballerias, (500 acres,) dated February 15, 1792, surveyed for 
Spicer Christopher. } 

[Here follows the translation of the royal title by Governor White to Spicer Christopher for the 
land, dated April 8, 1809, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant exhibited a royal title for the land claimed, made by Governor White, April 8, 1809, to 
Spicer Christopher, deceased, from whom the claimant derives title by devise; the said devise is on file in 
this office, in the tase of vs. The United States. The title of the claimant is confirmed. 
April 11. 





No. 4.—See Report No. 1. * 
Farquhar Bethune vs. The United States. For eleven hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Farquhar Bethune respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of eleven hundred acres of land, situated on the Halifax river, Mosquito, bounded 
as follows: on the north by lands granted to Samuel Williams; on the east by the river Halifax; on the 
south and west by vacant lands at the time of the survey; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to him by Governor White September 5, 1805, in lieu of an equal number of acres granted 
to him August 5, 1803, and retroceded to government by your memorialist for the above tract, and which 
grant was made to him in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; and for which tract, after 
complying with the conditions imposed by said royal order, your memorialist obtained the title in fee 
simple, hereto annexed, dated March 4, 1814, granted by Governor Kindelan. Your memorialist further 
showeth that he is now in actual possession of said lands, and was at the time of the cession, and from 
the year 1805; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and a resident of Amelia island, Duval county; the 
survey of said tract by John Purcell is also annexed to this memorial. All of which is respectfully 


submitted, &c. 
FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Juan Purcell of 1,100 acres of 
land, surveyed for claimant, dated May 18, 1806. ] 

[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Kindelan to claimant for the 
1,100 acres, dated March 4, 1814, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


A royal grant made to claimant for the land claimed by Governor Kindelan March 4, 1814, and a 
certificate and plat of survey by John Purcell May 18, 1806, being submitted as evidence of title, the 
claim is confirmed. April 11. 


No. 5.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Widow and heirs of Bagley vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of Anna Hogans, widow, and the other heirs of Francis Bagley, deceased, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated 
on the south side of the river St. John’s; on the north by said river; south by public lands; east by lands 
granted to Reuben Hogans; and west by lands granted to William Hendricks; which title your 
memorialist derives from a royal grant made to Francis Bagley in 1816 by Governor Coppinger, in virtue 
of the royal order of 1790; which title your memorialist derives from having married the widow of said 
Francis Bagley. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, 
and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the 


Territory of Florida. 
_ A, BELLAMY, Attorney for Memorialists. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Francisco Bagley of 
the three hundred acres, dated December 24, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

(Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George Clarke of the three 
hundred acres surveyed for Anna Hogans, widow of Bagley, dated June 24, 1818.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


A royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Francis Bagley, deceased, under whom the claimants. 
derive their title to the land in question, dated December 24, 1817, and a certificate of survey and plat 
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confirm the title. April 12. 
No. 6.—See Reporr No. 1. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


&c. St. Augustine, October 23, 1823. 
By her attorney JOHN RODMAN. 


Plummer her right to the land. Said proceeding is dated September 7, 1800. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


Spain, we Confirm the title. April 12. 
No. 7.—See Report No. 1. 
Charles Seton vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


Augustine, East Florida: 


following tract of land granted by authority of his Catholic Majesty Ferdinand VII. 


October 15, 1823. 
hundred acres, dated May 18, 1816.] 


hundred acres, dated September 13, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


the claimant the title thereof. April 12. 








py George J. F. Clarke, having been produced as evidence of title, and being satisfactory, the board 


Prudence Plummer vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty and one-third acres of land. 


The memorial of Prudence Plummer, widow of Daniel Plummer, deceased, respectfullygshoweth : 
That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land known by the name of Montpelier, consisting} of 
three hundred and fifty and one-third acres, situated on the east side of the river St. John’s, the boundaries 
of which said tract commence at a gum tree marked with a cross on the side of a cove or creek of the 
said river, and terminates where a pine tree is marked with the same sign; this line being boundedgby 
the lands of Isaac Bowden, measuring 56 chains; the second line runs 22° east, beginning at the 
aforesaid pine tree and terminating with the other mark before mentioned, measuring 180 chains; the 
third line runs north 70° west, beginning at the aforesaid pine tree and terminating by a cypress 
tree marked with a cross on the shore of the river St. John’s, this line being bounded by landsof Ann 
Travers, measuring 41 chains; and which said tract of land was originally granted to one Samuel Eastlake, 
in the year 1792, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; but he not having fulfilled the conditions 
required, your memorialist took possession of the said land, and the ownership and possession thereof 
were confirmed to your memorialist by a decree of the Spanish government in East Florida under 
Governor White, September 17, 1800, as appear by the said decree, a copy of which is herewith’presented. 
And your memorialist further showeth that she has ever since been in quiet possession of the said land, 
and cultivated and improved it, and now actually resides on it; that she was an inhabitant resident on 
said land at the time of the cession of Florida to the United States. All which is respectfully submitted, 





PRUDENCE PLUMMER, 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of ten caballerias and seventeen 
acres of land (350 acres) by Pedro Marrot, surveyed for Samuel Eastlake, dated;January 6, 1792.] 
[Here follows a judicial proceeding, by which it appears that the late government confirmed to Mrs. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a certificate and plat of survey made by Pedro Marrot to Samuel 
Eastlake for the land claimed, dated January 6, 1792. By a proceeding which was also exhibited, it 
appeared that the claimant took possession of the land, which was confirmed to her by a decree of the 
government. Being of opinion that this claim would have been valid had Florida remained a dominion of 


To Messrs. Alexander Hamilton, W. W. Blair, and Davis Floyd, land commissioners, now sitting in St. 


f=" Memorial of Charles Seton, merchant and planter, residing in Fernandina, stating his right to the 


Grant No. 3. Royal titles in fee simple for 600 acres of land in Sample swamp, on the river Nassau, 
as per plat annexed. The first line commencing at a pine tree, running south 22° east, 100 chains, to a 
pine; second line, from that south 68° west, 60 chains, to a pine; third line, from that north 22° west, 100 
chains, to a pine; fourth line, from that 68° east, 60 chains, until it strikes the first line; vacant land all 
around. Granted by Governor Coppinger, September 13, 1816, for my services during the revolution of 
1812 and 1813, in which I was dangerously wounded. A full grant without any conditions. Fernandina, 


CHARLES SETON. 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by G. J. F. Clarke of the six 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to claimant of the six 


In this case the claimant exhibited a certificate and plat of survey for the land described in his 
memorial, dated May 18, 1816; also a royal title made by Governor Coppinger to him on September 13, 
1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815. We ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant, and confirm to 
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No. 8.—See Report No. 1. 
John Floyd's heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Catharine Hall, Margaret Floyd, Mary D. Floyd, John Floyd, and Andrew Floyd 
children and heirs of John Floyd, otherwise called José Juaneda, deceased, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialists claim title to a tract of two hundred acres of land situated on the North river, about 
twenty miles from the city of St. Augustine, bounded as follows: the first line runs north 65°, beginnin 
at a pine tree marked with the sign of the cross, on the border of the marsh of the North river a 
terminates at a stake with the same mark at the border of the marsh of Guana creek, containing 75 chains: 
the second line runs south 75° west, beginning at a stake marked with the same sign, planted at the 
border of a marsh of Guana creek, and terminates at a pine tree with the same sign, at the border of 
marsh of the North river, containing 70 chains, as appears by the certificate of survey and plat, dated 
May 15, 1793, a copy of which is herewith presented. The said tract of land was granted by Governor 
Quesada on February 1, 1793, to Augustine Buyck, under the royal order of October 29, 1790, and by the 
said Augustine Buyck transferred to the said José Juaneda on April 30, 1799, the father of your memorial- 
ists; and the said land was held and cultivated by your memorialists’ father until his death, about five 
years ago, and since his death has been in the uninterrupted possession of your memorialists, who were 
resident inhabitants of East Florida at the time of the cession of Florida to the United States. In con- 
firmation of the title of your memorialists the following documents are herewith presented: 

1. Grant from Governor Quesada, dated February 1, 1793. 

2. Transfer by Governor White of the land to José Juaneda, April 30, 1799. 

3. Survey and plat. 

All which is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, October 23, 1823. 

J. RODMAN, Attorney for the Memorialists. 


[Here follows the translation of the concession by Governor Quesada of the land to Augustine 
Buyck, dated February 1, 1793.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of six caballeriag 
(equal to 200 acres,) surveyed for Augustine Buyck, dated May 15, 1793.] 

[Here follows the translation of the permission given by Governor White to Augustine Buyck to 
transfer the 200 acres to José Juaneda, dated April 30, 1799.] ; 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants, as heirs of John Floyd, deceased, (alias José Juaneda,) produced to the board the 
grant to Augustine Buyck for the land claimed, dated February 1, 1793, together with a certificate and 
plat of survey by Marrot. Buyck, by permission of Governor White, transferred the land to the father of 
claimants April 30, 1799. The title is confirmed. April 12. 


No. 9.—See Report No. 1. 
Robert Pritchard’s heirs vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of James Hall and Eleanor Hall, his wife, formerly wife of Robert Pritchard, deceased, 
John Creighton and Mary Creighton, daughter of the said Robert Pritchard, Ann Stallings, widow of 
Elias Stallings, also daughter of the said Robert Pritchard, Robert Pritchard, son of the said Robert 
Pritchard, and Amelia Pritchard, daughter of the said Robert Pritchard, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists, the said James Hall and Eleanor Hall, his wife, were residents in Florida, and your other 
memorialists in the States of Georgia and South Carolina, at the period of the cession of Florida to the 
United States; that your memorialists, James Hall and Eleanor Hall, and Ann Stallings, are now actual 
residents in East Florida, and your other memorialists in the United States; that your memorialists 
claim title to a tract of land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres, situated in Jacksonville, compris- 
ing the town of Jacksonville, on the west side of the river St. John’s, in the county of Duval, formerly 
called the ferry of St. Nicholas, which said tract of land is part of a grant from the Spanish government, 
made in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, by Governor Queseda to the said Robert Pritchard, 
on January 8, 1791, as appears by a certified copy of the original grant herewith presented. Your 
memorialists further show that immediately after the aforesaid grant was delivered a regular survey of 
the same was duly made, but which survey has been lost in consequence of the troubles which took place 
in this country in the years 1811 and 1812; the making of the said survey and the running of the lines 
can, however, be proved by living witnesses residing near the said tract of land. That the said Robert 
Pritchard, immediately on receiving the grant in the year 1791, took possession of said land, planted it, 
and erected buildings thereon, and the agents of the heirs, under their authority, remained in possession 
of the same until compelled by the troubles and insurrection in the country in 1811 and 1812 to quit the 
same, and that since then they have been unlawfully kept out of possession by different persons, some of 
whom are now on the premises. All of which is respectfully submitted. St Augustine, October 23, 1823. 

JOHN RODMAN, Attorney for Memorialists. 


[Here follows the translation of a grant by Governor Quesada of the land, dated January 3, 1791.] 


Territory oF Frorrpa, St. John’s County: 
Personally appeared before me John Jones, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that twenty 
years ago or upwards he was well acquainted with Robert Pritchard, and that one Lain settled a tract of . 
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land for Robert Pritchard, on which Zachariah Hogans now lives, and that Lain settled said tract for the 
express purpose to fulfil the conditions of the proclamation of the Spanish government. 
JOHN JONES. 

Sworn to before me this 19th June, 1824. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


Territory OF Froriwa, St. John’s County: 


Personally appeared before me, Samuel Fairbanks, justice of the peace, Joseph Hogans, who, being 
duly sworn, deposeth and saith that, in the year 1803 or 1804, he knew John Joseph Lain did cultivate a 
certain tract of land for Robert Pritchard, deceased, said to have been a part of the tract of land granted 
him as his headrights, now in possession of Lewis Hogans. 

JOSEPH HOGANS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th June, 1824. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


Territory OF Froripa, St. John’s County: 


Personally appeared before me, Samuel Fairbanks, justice of the peace for said county, James 
Plummer, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that about three or four months ago Isaac 
Hendricks told this deponent that he, Isaac Hendricks, went to the Spanish office and took out two 
papers, and that he carried them both to George J. F. Clarke, and that Clarke picked out the papers that 
belonged to Hendricks, and that he, Hendricks, carried the other paper back to the office, not knowing 
what paper it was. 

8 JAMES PLUMMER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 22d June, 1824. 

SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


Territory OF Frortpa, St. John’s County: 


Personally appeared before me, Samuel Fairbanks, justice of the peace, Daniel Hogans, who, being 
duly sworn, deposeth and saith that about eighteen or twenty years ago this deponent called at a place 
on the other side of St. John’s river, near Jacksonville, and that a man by the name of Lain lived there, 
and said he was put there by Mr. Robert Pritchard, and that there was a small crop of corn on the place, 
and one or two small buildings; and about twenty years ago this deponent saith that his father showed 
him a tree which he told this deponent was the corner tree of Mr. Pritchard’s tract, which answered with 
Vanever’s late plat and survey on that place, which I saw at Jacksonville court in April last. 

DANIEL HOGANS. 

Sworn to and subscribed to this 23d June, 1824. 

SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


Territory oF Froriwa, County of St. John’s: 


Personally appeared before me, S. Fairbanks, justice of the peace for the said county, David Scurry, 
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that in the year 1818 this deponent was in company with 
Isaac Hendricks, and he, Hendricks, told this deponent he had taken two plats out of the Spanish office 
of Pritchard and carried them to George J. F. Clarke, and Mr. Clarke gave him the one for the land this 
side the river St. John’s, where said Hendricks lives. The plat for the other side he put back into the 
office, and told this deponent he had traced out his lines by Pritchard’s plats, and he found everything to 
answer according to what he had been told; and found the stump of the corner tree near the garrison, on 
the river side, which the soldiers had cut down, a short leaf pine, and said he would hew a light wood 
post and set down at the corner. Hendricks wished to know whether this deponent thought if there was 
more land in the lines than the plat called for, whether the American law would take it from him, as the 
plat called for 215 acres, to the best of my recollection. Hendricks said he thought there were near 300 
acres. Hendricks further told this deponent he had got all his papers in his own name, and that he could 
goon with his buildings in safety, and that Doctor Stiles had told him so to do, as he had more sense 
than half the men in Florida. 


his 
DAVID » SCURRY. 


ark. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 24th June, 1824. _ 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


Territory or Froripa, St. John’s County: 

Personally appeared before me, S. Fairbanks, one of the justices of the peace for said county, Joseph 
Summerall, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with the late Robert 
Pritchard when he was settled and cultivated a certain tract of land now in the possession of Isaac 
Hendricks, at the Old St. Nicholas, said to contain 650 acres, on both sides of the river. 

JOSEPH SUMMERALL. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of June, 1824. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


Territory or Forma, County of St. John’s: 


Personally appeared before me, 8S. Fairbanks, Joseph Hogans, who, being duly swcrn, deposeth and 
saith that he was acquainted with the late Robert Pritchard when he was settled on and cultivated a 
certain tract of land now in the possession of Isaac Hendricks, at the Old St. Nicholas, said to contain 
650 acres, on both sides of the river. 

JOSEPH HOGANS. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 19th June, 1824. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained that the foregoing claim of Pritchard’s heirs was a valid one under 
the late Spanish government, they therefore confirm it to the heirs aforesaid. April 12. 
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No. 10.—See Report No. 1. 


Teresa Marshall’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred and thirty-three and a third acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The memorial of Eliza Burnett, for herself and the other heirs of Teresa Marshall, deceased, respect. 
fully showeth: That your memorialist, as one of the heirs of the said Teresa Marshall, as such heirs, and 
also in their own rights, claims title in and to a certain tract or parcel of land containing five hundred and 
thirty-three and one-third acres, situated and being in East Florida aforesaid; that the said land wag 
granted without any condition, and in absolute property, on the tenth day of October, in the year 179], 
by the governor of East Florida to the said Teresa Marshall, then Teresa Hills, the widow and relict of 
one Lodowick Hills. Your memorialist and the other heirs of the said Teresa Marshall, being children 
of the said Teresa Marshall by the said Lodowick Hills, as the headrights of her, said Teresa Marshall 
then Teresa Hills, and of her children, and upon the joint property of herself and her said children, under 
the order of the King of Spain of October 29, 1790, as will more fully and at large appear by a reference 
to a certified copy of the original grant to the said Teresa Marshall, herewith submitted and filed, and 
marked exhibit A. Your memorialist further showeth that the said tract of land was surveyed, by order 
of the government, by Josiah Dupont, a surveyor regularly authorized for that purpose, and under the 
superintendence and direction of one Pedro Marrot, an officer appointed by the government to make a 
special delivery of this land to the said Teresa Marshall, then Teresa Hills; and that the said tract or 
parcel of land was formally delivered to her, after the survey thereof by the said Pedro Marrot, on May 
28, 1793, as will appear by a reference to the exhibit B, herewith submitted and filed. Your memorialist 
further shows that the said tract or parcel of land is situated on the North river, on the west side thereof, 
about nine miles from the city of St. Augustine, and is known by the name of Santa Teresa, and has the 
following lines and dimensions, that is to say: the first line begins at the stake marked with a cross on 
the margin of the marsh of a branch called the Sweet Water branch, and runs north 78 degrees west, 45 
chains, to another stake with the same mark; the second line runs thence north 32 degrees east, 25 
chains, to a live-oak marked with a cross; the said two lines were, at the time of the said survey of the 
said land, bounded by vacant lands; the third line runs from the said live-oak north 58 degrees west, 62 
chains, to a pine also marked with a cross, and was bounded at the time of survey by lands of one Roque 
Leonardy; the fourth runs south 10 degrees east, 87 chains, to another pine marked with a cross; the 
fifth line runs thence south 37 degrees east, 43 chains, to a pine marked with a cross; the sixth line runs 
thence north 78 degrees east, 53 chains, to another pine marked also with a cross, which said last-men- 
tioned pine is on the margin of the said Sweet Water branch; all which will more fully and distinctly 
appear by a reference to a copy of the original plat of the survey thereof, being part of exhibit B. 
Your memorialist further shows that the said Teresa Marshall occupied and cultivated the said land for 
many years after the grant thereof, and that she departed this life about the year , leaving your me- 
morialist and her other children her heirs. Your memorialist further shows that she and the other children 
of the said Teresa Marshall were, before and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United 
States, and are now, inhabitants and settlers of East Florida; and that the said Teresa Marshall was, 
when the said land was granted to her as aforesaid, and at the time of her death, a resident and settler 
of East Florida, and a subject of the King of Spain. Wherefore, your memorialist prays a confirmation 
of the title of the heirs of the said Teresa Marshall in and to the said tract of land and its appurtenances, 
conformably to the acts of Congress in such cases made and provided, 

ELIZA BURNETT, 
By JOHN DRYSDALE, her Attorney. 





[Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor Quesada of the land, dated October 10, 
1791, to Teresa Marshall. ] 

[Here follows the translation of certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of sixteen cabal- 
lerias, (equal to 533} acres,) dated May 28, 1793, surveyed for Teresa Marshall. } 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimants, as heirs of Teresa Marshall, deceased, produced in evidence an unconditional grant for 
the land described in their memorial to this board, made by Governor Quesada to the aforesaid Teresa 
Marshall, dated October 10, 1791; also a certificate and plat of survey of the same. In consideration 
whereof, we confirm the same. April 12. 


No. 11.—See Reporr No. 1. 
John Houston vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Houston respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on the island of Talbot, bounded north and south by 
lands of your memorialist, east and west by marshes; which title your memorialist derives from a royal 
grant made to William Hendricks, June 13, 1809, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, 
who sold the same to Spicer Christopher, as will be seen by the royal grant which is herewith presented, 
who, by his last will, conveyed the same to your memorialist. And your memorialist further showeth 
that he is in actual possession of said lands, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 
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[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by. Governor White to Spicer Christopher of the 
hundred acres, dated April 12, 1809; said title specifying that William Hendricks had ceded the land. to 


Christopher. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The royal title made by Governor White to Spicer Christopher, dated April 12, 1809, being submitted 
as evidence of title for the hundred acres, and being satisfactory, the board confirm the claim to Houston 
and his heirs. April 12. 


No. 12.—See Report No. 1. 
Pedro R. de Cala vs. The United States. For two hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Pedro R. de Cala respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim 
title to a tract of land consisting of headrights of two hundred acres, situated on St. Diego swamp, at a 
place known by the name of Clarke’s Rice Plantation, bounded on the north by lands of Francis Sanchez, 
deceased, and on the south by lands of Robert Andros, deceased, and on the east and west by vacant 
lands; which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to said Pedro R. de Cala by Governor 
White. And your memorialists further show that the deceased, at the time of his death, was in actual 
possession of said lands; that he was a subject of Spain and resident of St. Augustine, November 10, 


1823. 
WILLIAM REYNOLDS, for the heirs of P. R. de Cala. 


|Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor White of the land to Pedro R. de Cala, 
dated August 4, 1803.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We find in this case that Governor White, on the memorial of Pedro R. de Cala, couceded to him the 
land formerly belonging to one Ellerbee; the concession bears date August 4, 1803. We confirm the 
claim to the heirs of the aforesaid Cala. April 13. 


I hereby certify that it appears of record in my office that there was granted to John Ellerbee, on 
May 12, 1803, two hundred acres of land by Governor White, on the same conditions that the same land 
was previously granted to Thomas Ellerbee by Governor Quesada, Octobér 20, 1791. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office, at the city of St. Augustine, 
[u. s.] December 24, 1825. 

WILLIAM REYNOLDS, Keeper of the Public Archives. 


(Endorsed:)—“ To be filed in the case of Cala, for 200 acres.” 


No. 13.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
Robert Hutchinson vs. Fhe United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Robert Hutchinson respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred and fifty acres, situated on the bank of Little St. Mary’s river, at the 
first mount above the mouth of said river; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made 
to him September 11, 1811, by Governor Estrada, in virtue of—a certified copy of which concession is 
herewith presented, and dated as above. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally in 
possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. All of which 


is respectfully submitted, &c. 
ROB’T HUTCHINSON. 


[Here follows the translation of a certified copy of concession by Governor Estrada to claimant of 
the 150 acres of land, dated September 11, 1811.] 


Territory or Fiorma, County of Duval: 


This day personally appeared before me Charles Hogans, and, being sworn, deposeth and saith that 
he is knowing to Mr. Robert Hutchinson improving a piece of land on St. Mary’s river, about two miles 
above Little St. Mary’s; and that he has cultivated the same, or that it has been done by his direction, for 


more than ten years past. 
CHARLES HOGANS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me January 16, 1824. 
WM. G. DAWSON, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 
The claimant submitted, as evidence of title, a certified copy of concession made to him by Governor 


Estrada, dated September 11, 1811, for the land claimed. It was proven that he had cultivated the same 
for more than ten years. We confirm the title. April 13. 
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No. 14.—See Report No. 1. 


E. Waterman’s heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred and siaty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Sarah Waterman, in behalf of herself and heirs of the estate of E. Waterman, showeth: 
That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and sixty acres, on Bell’s 
river, bounded on the northeast by Bell’s river, on the south and west by lands of the said Waterman 
and on the other side by lands vacant at the time of survey, as will appear by the plat thereof hereto 
annexed, and marked A; begins at a pine and runs thence south 39° west, 36 chains, to another pine; 
thence north 51° west, 75 chains, to another pine; thence 39° east, 36 chains, to an oak; thence ina direct 
line to the edge of Bell’s river, and along the margin of said river to the first point; and which survey 
was made, February 5, 1816, by Geo. J. F. Clarke; which title your memorialist derives, in behalf ag 
aforesaid, from a royal grant made to Joseph Howell by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order 
of October 29, 1790, who sold to the said E. Waterman in his lifetime; and that the said grant . 
bears date February 22, 1816, and herewith filed, marked B. And your memorialist further showeth that 
she, in behalf of the heirs of said estate, is in actual possession of said lands; that she is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of Florida. All which is respectfully submitted. 

ARCHWD CLARK, Attorney for Ex. and heirs of E. Waterman. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Joseph Howell, who 
afterwards sold his right to the 260 acres to Eleazer Waterman, as the said royal title sets forth, the 
title being dated February 22, 1816, and in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of the 260 acres by Geo. J. F. Clarke, 
dated February 5, 1816.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


A royal title for the land claimed, made by Governor Coppinger to Eleazer Waterman, deceased, who 
obtained it from Joseph Howell, dated February 22, 1816; also a certificate and plat of survey of the 
same by G. J. F. Clarke, dated February 5, 1816, being produced by the heirs of the aforesaid Waterman, 
and being satisfactory, we confirm the title to claimants. April 14. 


No. 15.—See Reporr No. 1. 
s 
John Addison vs. The United States. For one thousand four hundred and fourteen acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Addison respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one thousand four hundred and fourteen acres, situated on the river Tomoka, at a place 
called Carricfergus, to the southward of the city of St. Augustine, bounded on the north by lands of John 
Bunch, on the west by the public road, on the south by the lands of Gabl. William Perpall, and on the 
east by the river Tomoka; beginning at a pine marked A, thence north 25° east, 125 chains and 50 links, to 
a pine with the same mark; thence north 80° west, 85 chains, begins at a stake and ends at a pine with the 
same mark; thence north 75° east, 95 chains, to a pine with the same mark, as will be seen by a plat and 
certificate made in favor of memorialist by Robert McHardy, dated May 10, 1816, filed with the proceeding 
in the office of the public archives at St. Augustine; which title your memorialist derives from a royal 
title made to him June 8, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, 
as will be seen by a certified copy of said royal title herewith filed. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and was before the cession of this Territory to the 
United States; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida. All of which is 


respectfully submitted, &c. 
JOHN ADDISON. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Coppinger of the 1,414 acres of 
land, dated June 8, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


A royal title made to claimant for the land claimed by Governor Coppinger, June 8, 1817, being 
submitted as evidence of title, and being satisfactory, we confirm the claim. April 15. 


TESTIMONY. 
John Addison vs. The United States. For one thousand four hundred and fourteen acres of land. 
Francis J. Fatio, being sworn, states that in the year 1820 he saw qaimant on the land claimed; 
that there were buildings and other improvements on the land which was then in cultivation, and has 


ever understood that claimant occupied and cultivated said land. 
F, J. FATIO. 


Before the board April 15, 1825, 
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No. 16.—See Report No. 1. 


Domingo Acosta vs The United States. For six hundred and ninety-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


‘ 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Domingo Acosta respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of six hundred and ninety-five acres, situated in three surveys, as follows: 250 acres on 
the east side of St. John’s river, at a place called Mount Tucker, 250 acres on the east side of Lake 
George, and 195 acres on the east side of St. John’s river, at the first point above a place called Mount 
Royal, and are bounded as follows: 250 acres at Mount Tucker begins at a water oak near the river St. 
John’s and runs east, 53 chains, to a pine; thence north, 48 chains, to another pine; thence west, 53 chains, 
to a pine on the banks of said river; thence along its meanders to the beginning, as will be seen by a 
plat and certificate dated June 1, 1821, and marked A; 250 acres on the east side of Lake George begins 
at an ash on the banks of said lake and runs north 60° east, 34 chains, to a pine; thence south 40° east, 
14 chains, to another pine; thence south 60° west, 34 chains, to an ash on the banks of the said lake; 
thence along the margin of the said lake to the beginning, as will be seen by a plat and certificate dated 
April 10, 1821, and marked B; 195 acres at Mount Royal begins at an elm on the banks of the river St. 
John’s and runs south 75° east, 56 chains, to a pine; thence north 50° east, 36 chains, to a pine; thence 
north 75° west, 55 chains, to an elm on the banks of said river; thence along the meanders of said river 
to the beginning, as will be seen by a plat and certificate dated May 30, 1820, and marked C, which 
several plats and certificates were made by George J. F. Clarke; which title your memorialist derives 
from a royal title made to him on March 20, 1817, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
March 29, 1815, as will be seen by a certified copy herewith presented, and marked E. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he is legally in possession of said lands, and was so before the cession of this 
Territory to the United States; that he is a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Fernandina, in 
Amelia island, East Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

BERNARDO SEGUI, Attorney in fact for Domingo Acosta. 


[Here follows the translation of a plat and certificate of survey of 250 acres, at Mount Tucker, by 
G. J. F. Clarke, dated June 1, 1821.} 

[Here follows the translation of a plat and certificate of survey of 250 acres, at Lake George, by 
G. J. F. Clarke, dated April 10, 1821.] 

[Here follows the translation of a plat and certificate of survey of 195 acres, at Mount Royal, by 
G. J. F. Clarke, dated May 30, 1820.] 

[Here follows the translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Domingo Acosta for the 
695 acres, dated March 20, 1817. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a royal title made to him by Governor Coppinger for the land 
described in his memorial, dated March 20, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815; also 
three separate certificates and plats of survey of the same; all of which being satisfactory to the board, 
they confirmed the title to claimant. April 15. 


No. 17.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Antonio Andrew vs. The United States. For one hundred and twenty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the widow and heirs of Antonio Andrew respectfully showeth: That your memorialists 
claim title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred and twenty acres, situated on the North river, at a 
place known by the name of Sta. Catalina, about nine miles north of St. Augustine, bounded on the north 
by the lands of James R. Hanham, on the south by those of Juan Segui, on the east by Guana creek, and 
on the west by the North river; the first line runs north 44° east, 74 chains 50 links; the second runs south 
44° west, 70 chains; which title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to Lorenzo Capella, 
April 10, 1804, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 20, 1790, who sold the same to 
Antonio Andrew, deceased, as appears by a conveyance dated February 16, 1805, herewith presented, and 
marked A. And your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of said lands, and were 
80 before the cession of this Territory to the United States; that they are citizens of the United States and 
residents of Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

JUAN F. ANDREW, 


For himself, and other heirs of Antonio Andrew. 


(Here follows the translation of the royal title for the hundred and twenty acres by Governor White 
to Lorenzo Capella, dated April 10, 1804, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
™ [Here follows the translation of the conveyance from Capella to Antonio Andrew, dated February 
, 1805.) 


DECREE BY THE BOARD, 
In this case we find that the land claimed was granted in absolute property to Lorenzo Capella by 


Governor White, on April 10, 1804, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. Capella, on February 17, 1805, 
by his deed, conveyed the same to claimant. We confirm the claim. April 15. 
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No. 18.—See Report No. 1. 


Thomas Andrew vs. The United States. For three hundred and seven acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Thomas Andrew, by his attorney, Farq’r Bethune, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title, as guardian of the grandchildren of Margaret O’Neal, deceased, on their behalf 
and of the legal heirs of said Margaret, to a tract of land consisting of three hundred and seven acres, 
situated on Langford creek, near Amelia island, having the following lines and boundaries: the first line 
runs north 40° east, beginning at a stake marked with a cross on the margin of Langford creek, ang 
ending at an oak with the same mark, and is in length 40 chains; the second runs south 75° east, beginning 
at said oak and ending at another with the same mark, is in measure 11 chains; the third runs south 49° 
east, beginning at the last oak and ending at another with the same mark, is in length 8 chains; the fourth 
runs south 13° east, beginning at said oak and ending at another with the same mark, is in measure 40 
chains; the fifth runs.south 25° west, beginning at said oak and ends at another with the same mark, jg 
in measure 40 chains; the sixth runs south 45° west, beginning at said oak and ending at a live-oak with 
the same mark, and measures 25 chains; the seventh runs west, beginning at the last-mentioned oak and 
ends at a water oak, marked with a cross, on the bank of Langford creek, and measures 15 chains; the 
front runs along the margin of said creek; which title your memorialist derives from a grant in fee simple 
made to the heirs of said Margaret O’Neal by Governor White, on March 12, 1807, in virtue of the royal 
order of October 29, 1790. Your memorialist further showeth that the heirs of said Margaret O’Neal are 
now in actual possession of said land, and were so at the time of the cession; that they are inhabitants of 
Florida and residents of Duval county, as is also your memorialist. The grant to the heirs of Margaret 
O’Neal, marked A, and the survey, marked B, are annexed. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c, 

THOMAS ANDREW, 
Per his attorney, FARQ’R BETHUNE. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title for the land made by Governor White to Donna Margaret 
O’Neal, dated March 12, 1807, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD 


The claimant, as guardian of the heirs of Margaret O’Neal, deceased, produced a royal grant for the 
land claimed made by Governor White to the said Margaret O’Neal, and dated March 12, 1807, in virtue 
of the royal order of 1790. We confirm the claim. April 15. 


No. 19.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Samuel Meers’ heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Susannah Cashen, in behalf of the orphan children of Samuel Meers, deceased, respect- 
fully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, 
situated on Tyger island, in East Florida; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to 
the orphans of S. Meers by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, as will be 
seen by a certified copy thereof, dated October 17, 1811, herewith presented, and marked M. And your 
memorialist further showeth that she is legally in actual possession of said lands for the aforesaid orphan 
children of Samuel Meers, deceased; that she is a native of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
SUSANNAH CASHEN, 
In behalf of the orphans of S. Meers. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the 200 acres of land made by Governor Estrada to 
Samuel Meers, dated October 17, 1811, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


A royal grant made by Governor Estrada to Samuel Meers, deceased, for the 200 acres of land, dated | 
October 17, 1811, being produced as evidence of title, we confirm the title. April 15. 


No. 20.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Andrew Atkinson vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Andrew Atkinson respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres, more or less, on the St. John’s river, at the place known 
by the name of the King’s Plantation, or the Ship Yard, joining on the north with the river St. John’s; on 
the south with pine land; on the east with a creek, which divides said lands of Vincent Ferrer; and on the 
west with the swamp of the said river St. John’s; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant 
made in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, which grant and title bear date April 5, 1815. And 
your petitioner further showeth that he has been informed and believes that the aforesaid tract of land 
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has been trespassed on, and is now in the occupation of one John C. Houston, of St. John’s county; that 
our petitioner was a subject of the King of Spain when the Floridas were ceded to the United States; 
and that his residence at this time is Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania. ae 
ARCHD. CLARK, Attorney for the Memorvalist. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the land made by Governor Coppinger to Andrew 
Atkinson, dated April 5, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


A royal title for the land described in the memorial of the claimant, made by Governor Coppinger, 
and dated April 5, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, having been exhibited, and being satisfactory, 
we confirm the title. April 15. 


No. 21.—See Reporr No. 1. 
John Houston vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Houston respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on the island of Talbot, bounded north by lands of your 
memorialist, south by Fort George bar, east by marshes surrounding the island of Little Talbot, and west 
by Talbot river; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant made to Spicer Christopher, 
April 12, 1809, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who, by his last will, conveyed 
the same to your memorialist. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of 
said lands, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident 
of the Territory of Florida. 

A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the land made by Governor White, dated April 12, 
1809, in favor of Spicer Christopher, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The royal title made by Governor White to Spicer Christopher for the hundred acres, dated April 12, 
1809, being submitted as evidence of title, and being satisfactory, the board confirm the claim. April 15. 


No. 22.—See Report No. 1. 


Susannah Cashen vs.:The United States. For seven hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of Susannah Cashen, widow of James Cashen, deceased, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of seven hundred acres, situated on the west 
side of Amelia island at a place known by the name of Plum orchard, bounded on the north by the lands 
of John Bachelot, on the south by vacant lands, on the east by vacant lands, and on the west by the 
marsh and a creek known by the name of St. Patrick’s creek; a copy of the plat and certificate is herewith 
presented, made by Andres Burgevin in favor of James Cashen, deceased, and dated July 12, 1820, and 
marked No. 1; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to James Cashen by Governor 
Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, a certified copy of which is herewith presented, 
dated June 11, 1814, and marked C. And your memorialist further showeth that she is in possession of 
said lands, and that her deceased husband was so, long before the cession of this Territory to the United 
States; that she is a native of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully ~ 
submitted, &c. 

SUSANNAH CASHEN. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the seven hundred acres of land made by Governor 
Kindelan to James Cashen, dated July 11, 1814, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
[Here follows the certificate and plat of survey by Andres Burgevin of the seven hundred acres.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited, as evidence of title, the royal title made to her deceased husband 
by Governor Kindelan, dated April 11, 1814, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; a certificate and plat of 
survey was also exhibited. We confirm the claim. April 15. 


No. 23.—See Report No. 1. 
Thomas Andrew vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Thomas Andrew, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist, as guardian of the grandchildren of Margaret O’Neal, deceased, claims titles on their 
behalf, and of the legal heirs of the said Margaret, to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, 
situated on Langford creek, and bounded as follows: on the north by lands granted to said Margaret O’Neal 
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on the east by marshes and the waters of St. Mary’s, on the west by Langford creck, and on the south by 
William Carney’s land; which title is derived from a grant in fee simple to the children and heirs of gaig 
Margaret O’Neal, made by Governor White June 15, 1810, in virtue of the royal order of 29, 1790, 
Your memorialist further showeth that, as guardian of the grandchildren of the said Margaret O’Neg] 
your memorialist is now in possession of said land, and was so at the time of the cession; that he ig on 
inhabitant of Florida and a resident of Duval county, as are also the said grandchildren of Margaret 
O’Neal. The grant to the heirs of Margaret O’Neal is annexed, marked A, and the survey is in the public 
archives attached to the title in fee simple. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
THOMAS ANDREW, 
By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE,. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the three hundred acres of land made by Governor 
White to Margaret O’Neal, dated June 15, 1810.] 





DECREE BY THE BOARD, 


The claimant, as guardian of the heirs of Margaret O’Neal, produced a royal title for the land claimed 
made by Governor White to said Margaret O’Neal, and dated June 15, 1810, in virtue of the royal order 
of 1790. The claim is confirmed. April 15. 


No. 24.—See Reporr No. 1. . 
Andrew Atkinson vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Andrew Atkinson, per his attorney, George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated between Dunn’s creek 
and Trout creek, on the west side of the river St. John’s. No further description can be obtained at the 
office of the public archives of the particular spot where this land lies; but as a plantation was cleared 
and buildings and other improvements put upon, and the conditions of the original so fully complied with 
as to enable your memorialist to obtain a royal title, he is ready to produce satisfactory proofs; which 
title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal 
order of October 29, 1790, who obtained a grant for the same September 1, 1802, as per exhibit A A, and 
the royal title is dated November 17, 1817. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally in 
actual possession of said lands; that he is a subject of Spain and resident of Philadelphia. 

ANDREW ATKINSON, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


e | Here follows the translation of the royal title for the land made by Governor Coppinger to Andrew 
Atkinson, dated November 17, 1817.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


A royal title for the land claimed, made by Governor Coppinger, dated November 17, 1817, in virtue 
of the royal order of 1790, being exhibited, and being satisfactory, the claim is confirmed. April 16. 


No. 25.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
Moses Bowden vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Moses Bowden respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated on the south side of the river St. John’s; which 
title your memorialist derives from a decree ade to your memorialist April 15, 1815, by Governor 
Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession,of said lands, and was at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and 


resident of the Territory of Florida. 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of a certified copy of concession by Governor Kindelan, dated April 5, 
1815, to Moses Bowden. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


We ascertain the foregoing to be a valid Spanish grant by a certified copy of concession made by 
Governor Kindelan to claimant, dated April 5, 1815; being submitted as evidence of title, the claim is 
confirmed. April 16. 


No. 26.—See Report No. 1. 


Thomas Andrew vs. The United States. For five hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain titles and claims to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Thomas Andrew, by his attorney, Farq. Bethune, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated at St. Diego, and 
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known by the following lines: the first runs south 10° east, beginning at a cabbage tree marked with a 
cross, and ending at a pine tree, is on measure 89 chains; the second runs south 80° west, beginning at said 
pine, and finishing at another with the same mark, and is in length 70 chains; the third runs north 10° 
west, beginning at said pine, and ending at another with the same mark, is in length 85 chains; the fourth 
runs north 80° east, 70 chains, beginning at said pine, and ending at the forementioned cabbage tree; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to his deceased father, Robert Andrew, by Gov- 
‘ernor Quesada, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, as appears from the certificate of Don 
Pedro Marrot, dated May 12, 1793, and the survey by Josiah Dupont annexed, marked A. After culti- 
yating said land your memorialist’s father obtained from Governor White a title in fee simple, dated 
April 6, 1809, also annexed, marked B. And your memorialist further showeth that himself and sisters, 
heirs of said Robert Andrew, are now in actual possession of said lands; that they are inhabitants of 
Florida and residents of Duval county. Which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
THOMAS ANDREW, 
Per his attorney, FARQ. BETHUNE. 


Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of 15 caballerias, 
(equal to 500 acres,) dated May 12, 1793, surveyed for Robert Andrew. ] 

[Here follows the translation of a royal title for the 500 acres of land made by Governor White to 
Robert Andrew, dated April 6, 1809, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant, on behalf of himself and sisters, heirs of Robert Andrew, deceased, exhibited evidence 
of title, a certificate and plat of survey by Marrot for the land claimed, dated May 12, 1793; also a royal 
title for the same by Governor White, dated April 6, 1809. We confirm the claim to the heirs"aforesaid. 
April 16. 


No. 27.—-See Report No. 1. 


Moses Bowden vs. The United States. For two hundred acres.. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of Moses Bowden respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred acres, situate on the south side of St. John’s, adjoining lands granted to 
Gilbert, and on a place called San Antonio, as will appear by the annexed grant which is herewith ‘pre- 
sented; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant made to your memorialist’s father, Uriah 
Bowden, April 15, 1815, by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and was so at the time of the cession; that 
he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for. the 200 acres made by Governor Kindelan to 
Uriah Bowden, dated April 17, 1815.] 


Territory oF Froriwa, St. John’s County: 

Personally appeared before Samuel Fairbanks, esq., George Petty, who, being duly sworn, deposeth 
and saith that he is well acquainted with Moses Bowden, and that he has been acquainted with the said 
Moses Bowden for twenty years last past, and that he has lived at a place on the east side of St. John’s 
river called St. Antonio Point, on a place granted to his father, Uriah Bowden, by the Spanish government 
in the year 1793, said survey calling for two hundred acres; and this deponent further saith that he is 
knowing that the Spanish government granted one other tract to the said Moses Bowden for headrights, 
situate on the east side of St. John’s river, at the mouth of Lake George, at a place called East Grove, said 
grant calling for 225 acres. Said grant by the Spanish government, to the best of his knowledge, was in 
the year 1814. And this deponent further saith that Moses Bowden applied to D. 8. H. Miller, and gave 
him the papers to survey the place called East Grove, said Miller then being surveyor; and that he kept 
the papers for one year at least, but dared not attempt to survey said tract for fear of the Indians. 


his 
GEORGE X PETTY. 


mark, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 30th day of December, A. D. 1823. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case the claimant exhibited as evidence of title a royal grant for the 200 acres made to his 
father by Governor Kindelan April 17, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. The title is confirmed 
to claimant. April 16. 


No. 28.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Bagley’s heirs vs. The United States. For one thousand acres. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


Timothy Hollingsworth, guardian of Francis, Carlota, Margaret, and Isabel Bagley: Your memo- 
rialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated at a place called 
Brown Fort, west of St. John’s river, bounded as follows: commencing at a stake marked with a cross; 
thence north 8° east, 193 chains, to a pine with the same mark; thence south 33° west, 31 chains and 50 
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links, to a pine with the same mark, in William Gaine’s line; thence north 39° east, 46 chains, to a pine 
tree with the same mark; thence north 40° west, 12 chains, to a pine tree with a cross; thence south 40° 
west, 100 chains, to a pine with a cross; thence south 50° east, 70 chains, to a pine with the same mark. 
thence north 10° west, 45 chains, to a laurel tree with a cross; north 80° west, 45 chains, to the begin. 
ning; which title your memorialist derives from a document upon file in the office of the keeper of the 
public archives, a certified copy of which is filed herewith, marked A. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he has actual possession of said lands; that at the change of flags he was a Spanish subject, 


and resident in this Territory; that he is a citizen and resident of ‘ 
T. HOLLINGSWORTH, Guardian, éc. 











[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of 30 caballerias, 
equal to 1,000 acres of land,) surveyed and delivered to the heirs of Bagley, dated April 3, 1793. 
q , J giey 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Pedro Marrot, under the authority of the Spanish government, surveyed and 
delivered to the heirs of Bagley, deceased, the land described in their memorial to this board. The cer. 
tificate of survey is dated April 3, 1793. The claim is confirmed. April 19. 


No. 29.—See Report No. 1. 
Bagley’s heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred and forty-eight acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Timothy Hollingsworth, guardian of Francis, Charlotte, Margaretta, and Isabel 
Bagley: Your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and forty-eight 
acres, situated at a place called Bagley, on Goodman’s lake, in St. John’s river, bounded as follows: the 
first line runs north 35° west, begins at a pine marked with a cross, and ends at a pine with the same 
mark, and measures 63 chains; thence south 55° west, 31 chains, to a stake with the same mark; thence 
south 45° west, 13 chains, to a pine with a cross, in the line of Ricard’s malpass, known by Flenos; thence 
south 38° east, 61 chains, to a pine tree with a cross; thence north 55° east, 40 chains, to the beginning; 
which title your memorialist derives from the document filed herewith, which is a certificate made by Don 
Marrot, duly authorized for that purpose by the Spanish government; that he has laid off and measured 
the said two hundred and forty acres of land for memorialist, as guardian of the above-named children, 
he having exhibited to the said Marrot British titles for the said land. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he has actual possession of said lands; and that he is a Spanish subject, and resided in 


East Florida at the change of flags. 
T. HOLLINGSWORTH, Guardian, éc. 


[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of 248 acres of 
land surveyed and delivered to the heirs of Bagley, dated April 7, 1793. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Pedro Marrot, under the authority of the Spanish government, surveyed and 
delivered to the heirs of Bagley, deceased, the quantity of land described in their memorial to this board. 
The certificate and survey is dated April 7, 1793. The claim is confirmed. April 19. 


No. 30.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Francisco Barbé vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Francisco Barbé respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated at the head of the river Nassau, on Cedar creek, at a 
place called Thomas’ swamp, bounded on the north and south by vacant lands, on the east by the lands 
of José Alvarez, and on the west by the lands of Henry Groves; the first line begins at a pine and runs 
north, 95 chains, to another pine; the second line commences at the last-mentioned pine and runs east, 53 
chains, to a pine; the third line begins at the last pine and runs south, 95 chains, to another pine; the 
fourth line commences at the last pine and runs west, 53 chains, to the beginning, as will be seen by a 
certified copy of plat and certificate herewith presented, made by George J. F. Clarke, and dated the 8th 
of February, and marked A; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to your memo- 
rialist March 27, 1819, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, which is 
herewith filed, and marked B; as also certified copy of concession to memorialist of said land, dated April 
10, 1817, herewith presented, and marked C. And your memorialist further showeth that he is actually 
seized and possessed of said lands, and was so before the cession of this Territory to the United States; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida. All of which is respectfully sub- 


mitted, &c. , 
FRANCIS BARBE. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor Coppinger of the 500 acres of land, 
dated April 10, 1817.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by G. J. F. Clarke of the 500 
acres, dated February 8, 1817. ] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


_ A concession without condition, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, made by Governor Coppinger 
to claimant April 10, 1817, for the land in question, and a certificate and plat of survey of the same being 
submitted as evidence of title, the claim is confirmed. April 10. 


No. 31.—See Report No. 1. 
Willam Berrie vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of — respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land 
consisting of one hundred acres, situated north of a place called Loftin’s, which said place is called Turkey 
island, which said tract of land has never been surveyed, and your memorialist cannot therefore bound 
the same; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to Thomas Mann by Governor 
White, in virtue of the royal order of , who sold the same to your memorialist November 2, 1805, 
and transferred the improvements thereon to your memorialist for $100, which said tract of land memorialist 
went into possession of and planted the very year he purchased it, and has been in possession ever since, 
with the acquiescence and consent of the Spanish government. And your memorialist further showeth 
that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of 
Camden county, Georgia. 








BELTON A. COPP, 
For WILLIAM BERRIE. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor White to Thomas Mann of the 100 
acres, dated July 3, 1799.] | 
[Here follows a bill of sale from Thomas Mann to William Berrie of the land, dated November 2, 1805.] 


East Fioripa, Duval County: 


In the matter of William Berrie’s claim to a certain tract of land in Duval county, called Turkey 
island, on the river Nassau, granted to Thos. Mann: 

William Braddock, an inhabitant of this county, planter, aged about 46 years, being duly sworn, 
says that for the last 27 years he has lived in that section of country between the St. Mary’s and the St. 
John’s known as part of Duval county. Deponent says that he well knows William Berrie, and well knows 
that tract of land on the river Nassau commonly called Turkey island; that he was present at the purchase 
of the said tract by the said William Berrie from the said Thomas Mann, the date of which purchase I do 
not recollect particularly, but I believe it was in one of the years 1804,—’5, or ’6; that said William Berrie 
paid one hundred dollars for the same to the said Thomas; that the said William Berrie, a year or two after 
the purchase, cultivated about eight acres of the said land in cotton, but the dews in the neighborhood 
were so bad that they destroyed the crop. Deponent does not know whether Berrie has ever cultivated 
it since that time; that William Berrie removed to Georgia in 1812 or ’13, in consequence of the troubles 
then existing in Florida, and has since not returned. Deponent says he is interested in the subject-matter. 

WILLIAM BRADDOCK. [.s.] 


Sworn to before me this 23d of January, 1824. 
JAMES J. O'NEILL, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited as evidence of his title to the land a concession for the 100 acres 
made by Governor White to one Thomas Mann July 3, 1799, who sold the same to him. It appears by 
the affidavit of William Braddock that claimant, after the purchase of the tract, cultivated a part of it. 
We confirm the claim. April 19. 


No. 32.—See Report No. 1. 
Susannah Cashen vs. The United States. For one hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Susannah Cashen, widow of James Cashen, deceased, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on Amelia island, 
at a place called Red Bay, at the head of Beach creek, between the sand hills and the pine barren, bounded 
on the east by the lands of John Bachelot; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made 
to Solomon Miller June 26, 1802, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of , who sold the 
same to James Cashen, deceased, as will be seen by a conveyance of Solomon A. Miller to said Cashen, 
dated February 24, 1804, and attached to concession herewith presented, and marked C. And your 
memorialist further showeth that she is legally in possession of said lands, and that her deceased husband 
was so before the cession of this Territory to the United States; that she is a native of the United States 
and resident of St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully submitted. 





SUSANNAH CASHEN. 


: [Here follows the translation of a certified copy of concession of the one hundred acres by Governor 
White to Solomon Miller, dated June 26, 1802.] 
[Here follows a conveyance from Miller to James Cashen, dated February 24, 1804.] 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that Governor White conceded the land claimed to Solomon Miller June 26, 1809, 
and that Miller-sold the same to claimant. The claim is confirmed. April 19. 


No. 33.—Sce Report No. 1. 
John Bellamy vs. The United States. For three hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of John Bellamy respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the river of Little St. Mary’s, about six miles from its 
junction, bounded on the east by lands of David Braddock, west by lands of Joseph Higginbottom, north 
by said river, and south by public lands; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant made to 
Robert Huchinson July 31, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold 
the same to James Filman, and the said James Filman has since sold and conveyed the same to your 
memorialist. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and 
was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory 
of Florida. 

A, BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


(Here follows the translation of the royal title for the land made by Governor Coppinger to Robert 
Hutchinson, dated July 31, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 

[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Robert Hutchinson to James Tilman, dated August 10, 1818] 

| Here follows a conveyance from Tilman to claimant. ] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained that the foregoing claim was a valid one under the late Spanish 
government, they therefore confirm it to claimant. April 21. 


No. 34.—See Report No. 1. 
Charles Breward vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty acres. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Charles Breward respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated on Cedar creek of St. John’s river; the first 
line beginning at a pine and running north 10° east, 40 chains, to a pine; second, north 80° west, 63 
chains, to a pine; third, south 10° west, 40 chains, to a cypress; fourth, south 80° east, 63 chains, to the 
pine at the beginning; bounded on the first line by William Eubanks; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. <A certified copy 
of his grant, dated March 18, 1817, accompanies this memorial, and the plat and certificate of survey by 
George J. I’. Clarke will be filed when required. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in 
actual possession of said lands; that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of this province. Your 


memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For CHARLES BREWARD. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor Coppinger of the two hundred and 
fifty acres of land to claimant, dated March 18, 1817.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain the above to be a valid Spanish grant previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title to the claimant. April 21. 


No. 35.—See Report No. 1. 


Farquhar Bethune vs. The United States. For four hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Farquhar Bethune respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of four hundred and twenty-five acres, situated on the river St. Mary’s, at a place | 
called Cabbage swamp, with the following lines and boundaries: the first line runs south 60° west, 81 
chains, which divides the tract from the land granted to Charles Sibdald; the second line runs south 30° 
east, 45 chains; the third line is formed by a creek which divides it from Isabella Higginbottom’s land; 
the front of the tract is on the river St. Mary’s; which title your memorialist derives from a grant to him 
by Governor Coppinger April 22, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815. Your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in possession of said land, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is an 
inhabitant of Florida and resident of Amelia island. Annexed to this memorial are the title above referred 
to, marked A, and the plat and survey by Geo. J. F. Clarke, surveyor general, marked B. All of which 


is respectfully submitted. 
FARQ’R BETHUNE. 
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Sa 
Here follows the translation of the royal title for the four hundred and twenty-five acres of land 
made by Governor Coppinger, dated April 22, 1817.] 
|Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Geo. J. F. Clarke of the four 
hundred and twenty-five acres | 





DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title of the claimant. April 21. 


No. 36.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
Sarah Bowden vs. The United States. For one hundred and forty-two and a half acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Sarah Bowden respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
Jand containing one hundred and forty-two and a half acres, situated on Julington creek, which empties - 
into St. John’s river; the first line runs south 74° west, 36 chains, begins at a stake marked with a cross 
on the bank of a small creek, and ends at another with the same mark; second runs south 26° east, 44 
chains, begins at said stake, and ends at a laurel with a cross on the banks of Julington creek; its front 
runs along the bank of said creek, and part on a small creek, forming an irregular figure, as is seen by a 
plat and certificate made by Pedro Marrot February 25, 1793; which title your memorialist derives from 
a survey made by Pedro Marrot, by order of Governor Quesada, February 25, 1793, which will more fully 
appear by a reference thereto, and which your memorialist begs leave to file herewith. And your 
memorialist further showeth that she is a citizen of the United States and resident in Florida. 

SARAH BOWDEN, 
By her attorney, B. PUTNAM. 


(Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of the land, dated 
February 25, 1793.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced a certificate of a survey made by Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for the 
distribution of land under the royal order of 1790, which is ascertained to be valid under the Spanish 
laws and ordinances, and therefore confirmed. April 21. 


No. 37.—See Report No. 1. 
Samuel Harrison vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Samuel Harrison respectfully showeth: That he claims ¢ifle in and to a certain 
tract or parcel of land containing cighteen caballerias, or six hundred acres, situated and being in East 
Florida aforesaid; that the said tract of land was granted to the said Samuel Harrison in absolute 
property under the order of 1790, being the quantity of land to which he was entitled under that order 
for himself, his family, and slaves, October 1, 1791, by Governor Quesada, then the governor of East 
Florida, while it belonged to the crown of Spain; that your memorialist submits and files the certified 
copy of the said original grant, by which the foregoing allegations will be proved, the said document 
being marked exhibit A. Your memorialist further avers and shows that the said tract of land had been 
taken possession of and considerably improved by the said Samuel Harrison, deceased, befere the said 
grant thereof to him as aforesaid; that it has continued from that time to the present in the actual posses- 
sion and occupancy in the possession of the said original grantee and his descendants; that it was in the 
possession and actual occupancy and cultivation of the heirs of the said original grantee at the time of 
the cession of this Territory to the United States, and is so at this time. Your memorialist further shows 
that the said land was surveyed by Pedro Marrot, and the aforesaid quantity laid off to the said Samuel 
Harrison, deceased, by the said Marrot, who was duly authorized for that purpose, as the quantity to 
which he, the said Samuel Harrison, was entitled as aforesaid, on or before February 14, 1792, as appears 
by a certified copy of the plat and certificate of the survey of the said land herewith filed, and marked 
exhibit B; that the said tract of land has the following lines and boundaries, that is to say: the first line 
begins at a pine marked X on the margin of the Nassau river, and runs north 10° west, to another pine 
marked X, 95 chains, and was, at the time of survey, bounded by lands of one Francis Dias Teran; the 
second line runs south 82° east, 50 chains, to another pine marked X on the margin of the marsh of 
Harrison creek. The other sides and parts of the said tract of land form irregular lines, and are by the 
marshes of the said creek and of Nassau river, as will more distinctly appear by a reference to the copy 
of the plat filed herewith. Your memorialist avers that he is, and that the other heirs of the said Samuel 
Harrison, deceased, were, at the time of the cession of the Territory to the United States, in the actual 
occupancy and possession of the said land, arid inhabitants and settlers of East Florida; that they have 
at this time the actual possession and occupancy of the said land, and are inhabitants and settlers of 
Kast Florida. Wherefore your memorialist prays confirmation of the title of the heirs of the said Samuel 
Harrison, deceased, to the said land. 

SAMUEL HARRISON, 


By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor Quesada to Samuel Harrison, dated 
October 1, 1791.] 
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[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by Pedro Marrot of the 600 acres 
surveyed for Samuel Harrison, and dated February 14, 1792.] 





Territory OF Fiormwa, Duval County: 

Personally appeared before me, John Harrison, one of the justices of the peace in and for the gaiq 
county, Daniel Vaughan and Peter Suarez, both of the county aforesaid, who, being duly sworn, deposeth 
and saith that they have been personally acquainted with Samuel Harrison, senior, of the island of Amelia 
planter, and that he has been in possession of and improved a certain tract of land commonly known by 
the name of Seymore’s Point for upwards of twenty years; and deponents further say that they have 
never known any other person to have settled or improved the said tract of land but the family of the 


said Samuel Harrison. 
PETER SUAREZ. 
DANIEL VAUGHAN. 


Sworn to before me, at Amelia island, January 9, 1824. 
JOHN HARRISON, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant produced a concession from Governor Quesada, dated in 1791; also a certificate of 
survey for the 600 acres by Pedro Marrot, commissioned judge for the distribution of land, dated in 1799. 
also an affidavit of Daniel Vaughan and Peter Suarez, dated January 9, 1824, proving the possession and 
cultivation. It is therefore confirmed to claimant by the board. April 21. 


No. 38.—See Report No. 1. 
Samuel Harrison vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


Territory oF Frormwa, East Florida: 


To the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Samuel Harrison respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title, in fee 
simple absolute, in and to a certain tract or parcel of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated and 
being in East Florida aforesaid; that the said tract of land was granted to your memorialist in absolute 
property November 12, 1807, by Don Henry White, then the governor of East Florida, under and in virtue 
of the royal order of the King of Spain of October 29, 1790, as will appear by a certified copy of the 
original grant herewith submitted, and marked exhibit A; that the said tract of land was surveyed by 
order of the said Governor White on or before April 15, 1807, as appears by a certified copy of the plat 
and certificate of the survey thereof of that date by John Purcell, then the surveyor general of said 
province, herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B. Your memorialist further shows that the 
said land is situated on the island of Amelia, in Duval county, and is known by the name of Harrison’s old 
fields, and has the following lines, dimensions, and boundaries, that is to say: the first line begins on the 
edge of a marsh, and runs north 80° east, 62 chains 50 links, to the sea beach, and is bounded on the 
west and southwest by a creek called Half-moon creek and the marshes thereof, and on the south partly 
by another creek; the residue of the southern line of the said land runs from the head of the said last- 
mentioned creek directly to the sea beach, as will more distinctly appear by a reference to the plat 
thereof herewith submitted. Your memorialist further shows that the said land is now, and has been 
ever since the grant thereof to him as aforesaid, in his actual possession, occupancy, and cultivation, and 
is now, and has since that time been, the place of residence of himself and his family; that he was, at the 
time of the grant thereof to him as aforesaid, and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the 
United States, an actual settler on the said land, and an inhabitant of East Florida; and that he is now, 
and ever since the said cession has been, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida. Wherefore he prays 
confirmation of his title to the said land and its appurtenances. 

SAMUEL HARRISON, 


By his attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the five hundred acres of land by Governor White 
to claimant, dated November 12, 1807, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant for five hundred acres of land dated previous 
to January 24, 1818, and therefore confirm the same to claimant. April 21. 


No. 39.—See Report No. 1. 
Samuel Harrison vs. The United States. For two hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Samuel Harrison respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
certain tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated and being in East Florida aforesaid; that 
the said land was granted to your memorialist May 16, 1799, by a grant or decree of that date made by 
Don Henry White. then the governor of East Florida, as appears by a certified copy thereof herewith 
submitted and filed, marked exhibit A; that the said land consists chiefly of sand hills and marshes, and 
has never been surveyed; that it is situated at the west point of Amelia island, and has been in the 
actual possession and occupancy of your memorialist ever since the grant thereof to him as aforesaid. 
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cemeneatinn 
Your memorialist further avers that at the time of the said grant he was an inhabitant and settler in 
East Florida, and that from that time to the present time he has continued uninterruptedly to be such 
inhabitant and settler. Wherefore he prays confirmation of title to the said lands and its appurtenances. 
SAMUEL HARRISON, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of a certified copy of concession by Governor White of the land to 
Samuel Harrison, dated May 16, 1799.] 


Territory OF Fiorina, Duval County: 

Personally appeared before me, John Harrison, one of the justices of the peace in and for the said 
county, Robert Harrison and Samuel Harrison, jr., both of the said county, who, being duly sworn, depose 
that Samuel Harrison, sr., of the island of Amelia, planter, has been in possession of a certain tract of 
land situated on the south end of the said island of Amelia, and has used the same for the use of cattle 
stock; and the deponents further depose that the said Samuel Harrison, sr., has had a large stock of 
cattle on the said tract for fifteen years and upwards. 

ROBERT HARRISON. 


SAMUEL HARRISON, Jr. 
JOHN HARRISON, J. P. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 9th January, 1824. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made to the said Samuel Harrison previous to 
January 24, 1818, and therefore confirm the same. April 21. 


No. 40.—See Report No. 1. 
E. Hudnall vs. The United States. For one hundred acres. 


° MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of E. Hudnall respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a 
tract of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on St. John’s river, and east side thereof, at a place 
called Talék, bounded north by the lands of Mrs. Plummer, south by the lands of Tasset, west by St. John’s 
river, and east by vacant lands: beginning on St. John’s river at a cypress, thence running south 70° east, 
20 chains, with Tasset’s land; thence north 15° east, 50 chains, to a pine; thence north 70° west, 20 
chains, with Plummer’s Jand, to a pine on St. John’s river; thence up the river to the beginning; a plat 
and certificate of survey of the same, made by George J. F. Clarke, and dated June 8, 1821, is herewith 
submitted; which title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to José Garcia, December 5, 1817, 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who sold the same to E. Hudnall, 
by deed dated November 27, 1821, which title and deed are exhibited; and the said KE. Hudnall having 
since departed this life, his heirs set up title to the land; and your memorialists further show that they 
are legally in possession of said lands, and were so at the time of the cession of this country by Spain to 
the United States; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of East Florida. They pray 


confirmation of title, &c. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger for the land in favor of 
José Garcia, dated December 5, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of 1815. ] 

[Here follows the translation of a certificate and plat of survey by G. J. F. Clarke of the one hundred 
acres, dated June 5, 1821.] 

[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Joseph Garcia and Jane, his wife, to Ezekiel Hudnall, 
dated November 27, 1821.] 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and therefore 
confirm the same to claimants. April 21. 


No. 41.—See Report No. 1. 
William Berrie vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Berrie showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consist- 
ing-of one hundred acres, situated in the county of Duval, north and west of the river St. John’s, called 
Snelling’s old field, bounded on the south by the marsh of the river St. John’s, on the east by marsh, and 
on the west by vacant lands; a plat of the survey is herewith ; which title your memorialist 
derives from Sa concession made to him by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And 
your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the 
United States and resident of Camden, Georgia. 

BELTON A. COPP, Agent. 


(Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor White of the hundred acres in favor of 
William Berrie, dated June 16, 1801.] 

[Here follows the translation of a certificate and plat of survey by Juan Purcell of the one hundred 
acres, dated March 15, 1807.] 
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East Froriwwa, Duval County: 

William Braddock, an inhabitant of this county, planter, aged about forty-six years, being duly sworp 
says that for the last twenty-seven years he has lived in the section of country between the St. Mary’s 
and the St. John’s, now known as part of Duval county. Deponent says he well knows William Berrie 
and knows well the land claimed by him at Snelling’s old field; that in the year 1802, or thereabouts 
deponent will not positively say whether the year before or after, he lived with William Berrie and helped 
him to clear the land called Snelling’s old field; that Berrie continued to plant said land from four to six 
years, when he exchanged lands with Andrew Tinker, his father-in-law; that the said Andrew Tinker 
continued to plant said land till ten years, (1812 or 1813,) when he, as well as Berrie, left Florida jp 
consequence of the troubles then existing in the country. Deponent says that he is not interested in the 
matter of the foregoing deposition; that he shall neither gain nor lose whether the said grant be confirmed 
or not; that he is connected with William Berrie by marriage, the said Berrie and himself having married 
sisters; that William Berrie lives in Georgia. 

WILLIAM BRADDOCK. 


worn to before me this 23d January, 1824. 
J. T. O'NEILL, J. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board ascertained this to be a valid Spanish grant made to the said William Berrie previous to 
January 24, 1818, and therefore confirm the same. April 21. 


No. 42.—See Reporr No. 1. 
William Hobkirk’s heirs vs. The United States. For three hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Hobkirk’s heirs respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to 
a tract of land consisting of three hundred and twenty-five acres, situated on the river St. Mary’s, in East 
Florida, bounded on the front on the margin of St. Mary’s river; which title your memorialists derive 
from a royal title made to William Hobkirk by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 
29, 1815, a copy of which royal title is herewith exhibited, bearing date upon the 24th day of September, 
1816. And your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of said lands, and that 
the said Hobkirk has been for many years; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of 


East Florida. They pray confirmation of title, &c. 
WILLIAM HOBKIRK’S HEIRS. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title for the land made by Governor Coppinger to William 
Hobkirk, dated September 24, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 


DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made to William Hobkirk previous to January 
24, 1818, and confirm the title to the heirs. April 21. 


No. 43.—See Report No. 1. 


William Hobkirk’s heirs vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Hobkirk’s heirs respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to 
a tract of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on Bill’s creek, by Waterman’s lands; 
which title your memorialists derive from a royal title made to William Hobkirk, deceased, by Governor 
Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, a copy of which is herewith exhibited, marked 
A, and dated September 24, 1816. And your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession 
of said lands; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of East Florida, and were so before 


and at the cession to the United States. They pray confirmation of title, &c. 
WILLIAM HOBKIRK’S HEIRS. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for three hundred and fifty acres made by Governor 
Coppinger to William Hobkirk, dated September 24, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1815.] 


DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made to William Hobkirk previous to January 
24, 1818, and confirm the title to his heirs. April 25. 


No. 44.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by his attorney, George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated on the St. Mary's 
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river, on the south side thereof; bounded on the north by the St. Mary’s river, on the east and south by 
Little St. Mary’s river, and on the west by the plantation of Higginbottom; the first line begins at a 
sassafras and runs south 22° west, to a pine, 36 chains; second line, thence south 15° east, 33 chains, to 
another pine; third line, thence west, 15 chains, to another pine; fourth line, south 32° west, 30 chains, as 
far as the swamp called White Oak, running also by lands of Higginbottom 50 chains, by the northwest, 
to a pine; thence to a pine, 40 chains; sixth line, thence north 65° west, 50 chains; seventh line, south 45° 
west, 30 chains; eighth line, south 5 chains; ninth, south 79° east, 30 chains; tenth, south 68° east, 72 
chains; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to him by Governor Estrada, in virtue 
of the royal order of October 29, 1790, per royal title herewith submitted, dated December 22, 1815, 
marked I, and to the other documents filed in the office of the public And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, granted by royal title to him December 22, 
1815, per exhibit I; that he is now a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 
ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Aftorney in fact. 





[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the land made by Governor Estrada to claimant, 
dated December 22, 1815, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 
[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey by George J. F. Clarke, dated .] 





DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made to Zephaniah Kingsley previous to January 
94, 1818, and confirm the title to him and his heirs. April 25. 


No. 45.—See Report No. 1. 


Zephaniah Kingsley vs. T’he United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated at the head of Saw-mill creek, 
bounded as follows: on the east by a line running north 11° east, 160 chains; on the north by a line 
running west 11° south, 30 chains; on the west by a line running south 11° west, 160 chains; and on the 
south by a line running east 11° south, 38 chains, as per plat marked H; which title your memorialist 
derives from a grant made to your memorialist January 18, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the 
royal order of October 29, 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of 
flags, and is now, in legal possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the Territory of Florida and 
resident of said Territory. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

' ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 


By GEORGE GIBBS. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title for the three hundred acres made by Governor Cop- 
pinger to claimant, dated January 18, 1816, in virtue of the royal order of 1790.] 


DECREE. 4 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made to Zephaniah Kingsley previous to January 
24, 1818, and confirm the title to him and his heirs. April 25. 


No. 46.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Anna M. Kingsley vs. The United States. For three hundred and /jifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Anna M. Kingsley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated, two hundred and twenty-five thereof, on 
Dunn’s lake, on the easterly side; the first line south 20° east, 33 chains, from a pine to a palm; second, 
south 78° east, 46 chains, to a pine; third, north 62° east, 18 chains, to a live-oak; fourth, north 4° west, 
40 chains, to a stake; fifth, south 56° west, 344 chains, to a stake; sixth, north 38° west, 35 chains, to a 
stake; seventh, south 56° west, 12 chains, to a pine at the beginning. One hundred and twenty-five acres 
on St. John’s river, east side; first line, from a cypress to a pine, south 88° east, 65 chains—this line 
bounded by John Faulk; second line, south 65° west, 80 chains, to an orange, bounded by John Creighton; 
third line formed and bounded by said river, 40 chains, from the orange to the cypress; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to her by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, 
a certified copy of which, dated January 12, 1816, accompanies this petition; and the plat and certificate 
of survey, by George J. F. Clarke, will be filed when required. And your memorialist further showeth 
that she is in actual possession of said lands, and that she has long been a resident of East Florida. 


Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For ANNA KINGSLEY. 





[Here follows the translation of a concession for the land made by Governor Coppinger to claimant, 
dated January 12, 1816.] 
DECREE, 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made to Anna M. Kingsley previous to January 
24, 1818, and confirm the title to her and her heirs. April 25. 
78c 
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No. 47.—See Reporr No. 1. 


Zeph. Kingsley vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zeph. Kingsley, by his attorney in fact, Geo. Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred and fifty acres, situated on the west 
side of the river St. John’s, opposite the mouth of Dunn’s creek, known by the name of the Orange Grove 
in the swamps, bounded and beginning at a laurel tree on the margin of the swamp; thence north 99° 
west, 13 chains, to an oak tree; thence west, 14 chains, to an oak; thence south 64° west, 12 chains, to 
an oak; thence north 28° west, 9 chains, to an oak; thence south 16° west, T chains; thence north 30° 
west, 18 chains, to a gum tree; thence west, 6 chains, to an oak on the margin of the swamp; thence 
along the edge of the swamp to the beginning corner, per survey and certificate dated April 10, 1818 
marked ©; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to William Hartley by Governor 
Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of , who sold the same to your memorialist per receipt dated 
August 30, 1821, which is marked A, and decree bearing date December 13, 1817, marked B, are herewith 
enclosed. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he ig 
now a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 





(Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor Coppinger to William Hartley of 
two hundred and fifty acres of land, dated December 13, 1817.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey of one hundred and fifty acres of 
land by An. Burgevin, dated April 10, 1818. ] 

[Here follows the conveyance from Hartley to claimant, dated August 30, 1821.] 


DECREE, 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title to claimant. April 26. 


No. 48.—See Reporr No. 1. 
John Bachelot vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Bachelot respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the north point of Amelia island, bounded on the north 
by the lands of John McQueen, on the south by the lands of Mrs. Jordine, on the east by the said hills and 
the beach, and on the west by the marsh of Beach creek, as will be seen by a copy of survey thereof made 
by John Purcell, dated December 24, 1807, and copied and certified by George J. F. Clarke; which title 
your memorialist derives from a royal title made to him June 10, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue 
of the royal order of October 29, 1790, a certified copy whereof is herewith presented. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he is legally in possession of the said lands, and was so at the time of 
the cession of this Territory by Spain to the United States; that he is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of St. Mary’s, in Georgia. He prays confirmation of title, &c. 

JOHN BACHELOT. 


| Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated June 10, 1816 ] 
| Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by John Purcell, dated December 24, 1807.] 


DECREE. 
John Bachelot vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title made to claimant, do confirm the 
same accordingly. April 26, 1825. 


No. 49.—See Report No. 1. 
Heirs of Sebastian Espinosa vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Raman Sanchez, for himself and the other heirs of Sebastian Espinosa, deceased, 
respectfully showeth: That he claims title to a certain tract or parcel of land (being the whole of a grant) 
containing five hundred acres, situated and being in Diego plains, at a place called Uleridge, in East 
Florida; that this memerialist is unable to set forth the lines or boundaries of the said tract of land, with 
the exception of the northern boundary, which is on the lands granted to one Francisco X. Sanchez, a 
survey of the same having never been made; that the said land was granted to the said Sebastian 
Espinosa September 5, 1801, by Governor White, under and in virtue of a royal order from the King of 
Spain of October 29, 1790, as will appear by a certified copy of the said original grant or decree, and 
herewith submitted and filed, marked exhibit A; that possession of the said lands was soon after the said 
grant thereof taken and held by the said Sebastian Espinosa until the time of his death, which took place 
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some time in the year 1819; that he performed all the conditions upon which the said land was granted to 
him, and obtained a grant thereof in absolute property March 31, 1818, from Don José Coppinger, then the 
overnor of East Florida, as will appear by a certified copy of the last-mentioned grant herewith submitted 
and filed, and marked exhibit B, reference being thereto had; and that the said Sebastian Espinosa died 
intestate, and without will, whereupon the estate descended to your memorialist, and those other persons 
on behalf of whom this memorial is presented, as his heirs-at-law. Your memorialist avers that the said 
Sebastian Espinosa was, at the time the said land was originally granted to him, at the time it was 
confirmed as aforesaid, and at the time of his death, a resident and settler in East Florida, and a subject 
of the King of Spain; and that your memorialist and the other heirs of the said Sebastian Espinosa were, 
at the time of his death, and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United States, and are now, 
residents and settlers of East Florida. Wherefore your memorialist claims confirmation of the title to the 
said tract of land to the heirs-at-law of the said Espinosa. And they will, as in duty bound, &c. 
RAMAN SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 





[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor White to Sebastian Espinosa, dated September 
5, 1801.] 


DECREE. 


Heirs of Sebastian Espinosa vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


This being a claim founded on a regular and valid Spanish grant, without condition, made previous 
-to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. April 29, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
S. Espinosa’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


G. W. Perpall, being sworn and interrogated, on the part of the claimants’ attorney, whether he was 
acquainted with S. Espinosa during his lifetime, answered that he was. 

Question. Where did he usually reside ? 

Answer. At a small plantation on Diego plains. 

Question. Do you recollect the name of this place ? 

Answer. I do not recollect, but it was somewhere on Diego plains. 

G. W. PERPALL. 
Before the board in session April 28, 1825. 


No. 50.—See Report No. 1. 
Geo. J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


. 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Geo. J. F. Clarke respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred acres of land, situated on Amelia island, to the northeast of the town 
of Fernandina, and place known by the name of Willow Pond; the first line of the survey of which begins 
at a live-oak, and runs north 79° east, thirty-one chains, to a live-oak, and bounded by John Bashlot; 
second line, north 10° west, forty-nine chains, to a live-oak, and bounded by John Bashlot; third line, south 
53° west, forty-five chains, to a live-oak; fourth line south 10° east, seventeen chains, to the live-oak at 
the beginning; the plot and certificate of which survey, made by Andre Burgevin, will be filed when 
required; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Estrada, in virtue 
of the royal order of 1790, a certified copy of which grant accompanies this petition, bearing date Decem- 
ber 15, 1815. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that 
he is a native of East Florida and resident of the same. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, ever 


pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE. 
[Here follows translation of a concession made December 15, 1815, by Governor Estrada. ] 
DECREE. 
Geo. J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board ascertained this to be a bona fide valid Spanish grant, made previous to January 24, 1818, 
without conditions. It is therefore confirmed. April 29, 1825. 


No. 51.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Sarah Breward vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition af Sarah Breward respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
.land consisting of three hundred acres, situated, one hundred and sixty-two thereof on the waters of 
Nassau river, at the place called Doctor’s island, and the three small neighboring islands surrounded by 
marshes; thirty-eight acres situated near the head of Pumpkin Hill creek, bounded on the north by Gilbert 
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McGlone, on the west by vacant lands, south by William Fitzpatrick, and east by marshes; and one 
hundred acres at Pumpkin Hill swamp, bounded on the north by marsh, east by Gilbert McGlone, and 
south and west by vacant lands; which two last tracts lie distant from each other about one and a half 
mile, and on the waters of Nassau river; which title your memorialist derives from an absolute grant 
made to the heirs of Francis Bowden by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as per 
a certified copy of the said title dated February 15, 1816, and a memorial and decree of August 17, 1816 
amending a deficiency in said title; both of those documents accompany this petition, and the plat and 
certificate of survey by John Purcell will be filed when required. And your memorialist further showeth 
that she is in actual possession of said lands; that she has long been an inhabitant and resident of Florida, 


Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For SARAH BREWARD. 





[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated February 13, 1816.] 
[Here follows translation of a memorial and decree of Governor Coppinger, dated August 16, 1816, 


amending a deficiency in the above title. ] 
DECREE. 
Sarah Breward vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid and bona fide Spanish grant made previous to 
January 24, 1818, to wit, a royal title or absolute grant, dated February 18, 1816, it is therefore confirmed 


to grantee. April 29, 1825. 
No. 52.—See Report No. 1. 


John A. Cavedo vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John A. Cavedo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on Black creek, bounded as follows: first line 
runs west, sixty chains, beginning at a maple tree marked —, to a pine tree marked +; thence south, sixty 
chains, to a live-oak tree, bounded on the other side by Black creek and Little Black creek; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order of 
1815, a certified copy of which, dated December 14, 1815, is filed herewith. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of East Florida and 


resident of the same. 
JOHN A. CAVEDO. 


[Here follows transfation of a concession made by Governor Coppinger, dated January 4, 1816.] 
DECREE. 
John A. Cavedo vs. The United States, For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish concession made previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. 
April 29, 1825. 


No. 53.—See Report No. 1. 
John Bachelot vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Bachelot respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on Amelia island, at a place called White Point, bounded 
on the north by the lands of Elizabeth Jordine, on the south by the land of James Cashen, on the east by 
vacant land, and on the west by the marshes and waters of the river St. Mary’s; a plat and certificate 
whereof is herewith exhibited, made by John Purcell, and copied and certified by George J. F. Clarke, 
dated April 2, 1807; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to him June 10, 1816, 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, as will be seen by a certified 
copy ef said title herewith exhibited. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally in posses- 
sion of said lands, and was so at the time of the cession of the province to the United States; that he is 


a citizen of the United States and a resident of St. Mary’s, in Georgia. He prays confirmation of title, &c. 
JOHN BACHELOT. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated June 10, 1816.] 
DECREE. 
John Bachelot vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title to claimant, do confirm the 
same accordingly. April 29, 1825. 
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No. 54.—See Report No. 1. 
Charles Seton vs. The United States. For seven hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To Alexander Hamilton, W. W. Blair, and Davis Floyd, land commissioners, now sitting in St. Augustine, 
East Florida: 


Memorial of Charles Seton, merchant and planter, residing in Fernandina, stating his right to the 
following tracts of land granted by authority of his Catholic Majesty Ferdinand VII: grant number 4, 
yoyal title for a tract of seven hundred acres of land, situated on the river St. Mary’s, joining the old 
township formerly belonging to Thomas Cryer; first line, south 60° east, 15 chains, commencing at a stake 
with a cross on it, at the edge of the river St. Mary’s, to a pine tree joining the land of Thomas Cryer; 
second line from that pine, south 25° east, 23 chains, to another pine with the same mark; third line, south 
30° west, 95 chains, to another pine with the same mark; fourth line running north 60° west, 84 chains, 
to another pine of the same mark; fifth line running north 30° east, 84 chains, from that pine to a stake 
marked with a cross, on the edge of the river St. Mary’s, vacant land on the 3d, 4th, and 5th line, fronting 
on the river St. Mary’s and the marsh; granted by Governor White April 14, 1792, as per certificate 
annexed to George Arons, left by him to his wife Elizabeth Arons, and by her to her son, William Carney, 
both dying intestate, and purchased by me from the said William Carney April 28, 1818, for two thousand 
dollars, as per bill of sale annexed, with the plat, &c. It is now called George Plantation. 

CHARLES SETON. 


(Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey and plat by Captain Don Pedro Marrot to 
George Arons, dated April 14, 1792.] 

[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger of the above to William Carney, a 
legal representative of George Arons, dated August 26, 1818.] 

{Here follows a conveyance from William Carney to Charles Seton, dated April 28, 1818, and relin- 
quishment of dower by his wife, dated April 10, 1819.] 


DECREE. 
Charles Seton vs. The United States. For seven hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the deraignment to 
claimant being regular, do confirm the same accordingly. May 4, 1825. 


No. 55.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. T’'he United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by his attorney, Geo. Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres of land, situated on Doctor’s creek, on 
the river St. John’s, called Fuente del Llamo; the first line runs north 20° west, 774 chains; second line 
runs north 70° east, 38.72 chains; third line runs south 20° east, 35 chains; the fourth line bounded by the 
bank of Doctor’s creek, as will appear by the plat marked E; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to William Kane August 19, 1809, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 
29, 1790, who dying, his heirs sold the same to your memorialist, as per deed marked F, dated September 
1,1809. And your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, in 
legal possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the Territory of Florida and resident of the said 
Territory. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 
By his attorney in fact, GEO. GIBBS. 


[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey by Captain Don Pedro Marrot to William Kane, 
dated November 30, 1791.] 

[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor White, dated August 9, 1809, to the 
widow and heirs of William Kane. ] 

[Here follows translation of a conveyance from William Kane’s widow unto Zephaniah Kingsley, 
dated September 1, 1809.] 

[Here follows a power from Elizabeth Kane, Margaret Kane, and Ann Kane, authorizing their mother, 
Elizabeth Kane, widow of William Kane, to make the aforementioned conveyance to Zephaniah Kingsley, 
dated September 1, 1809.] 


DECREE. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States.. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and the deraignment to the 
claimant being regular, the same is confirmed accordingly. May 4, 1825. 


No. 56.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Heirs of C. Griffith vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East F lorida: 


The petition of William Downs, David Turner, Zachariah Haddoch, and Benjamin Simmons, husbands 
of Winney, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Eliza, heirs of Cornelius Griffith, respectfully showeth: That your 
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memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres, situated on the head 
of Nassau river, distant from it about half a mile, between two creeks, which form said river: which 
title your memorialists claim from a survey made by Don Pedro Marrot, dated April 8, 1792, and returned 
to the office of the keeper of the public archives of the province of East Florida, a certified copy of 
which survey is filed herewith, as by a reference thereto will more fully and at large appear. And your 
memorialists further show that they are in legal possession of the said lands; and that they are citizens 
of the United States, and, with the exception of William Downs, are residents of this Territory. And your 
memorialists will ever pray, &c. Certified copy of survey, marked A, filed herewith. 

WILLIAM DOWNS. 

DAVID TURNER. 

ZACHARIAH HADDOCK. 

ABRAHAM SIMMONS, 

By his attorney, DAVID B. MACOMB. 


[Here follows translation of a survey and certificate of delivery to Cornelius Griffith by Captain Don 
Pedro Marrot, judge commissioned for the distribution of lands in East Florida, dated April 8, 1792. | 


Cornelius Griffith’s heirs vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish concession to Cornelius Griffith, deceased, 
do therefore confirm it to his heirs. May 4, 1825. 


No. 57.—See Report No. 1. 
Magdalena Juaneda vs. The United States. For three hundred and eighty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Magdalena Juaneda, widow of Nicholas Sanchez, deceased, claims title in and to 
three hundred and eighty-five acres of land, situated, lying, and being in East Florida aforesaid; that the 
said land was granted in absolute property to the said Nicholas Sanchez April 24, 1816, under royal 
order of the King of Spain, March 29, 1815, by Governor Don José Coppinger; that the said land is 
situated in Diego’s plain, and is bounded on the south by lands of Sebastian Espinosa; on the north by 
lands of Francis X. Sanchez; on the east by the sea beach; and, as will appear by exhibit A, herewith 
filed, the west by vacant pine barren; and that the said Nicholas Sanchez departed this life about the 
year 1817, leaving those in behalf of whom this memorial is presented, your memorialist, his widow, and 
his children, as his heirs. Your memorialist further avers that the said Nicholas Sanchez was, at the 
time the said land was granted to him as aforesaid, and at the time of his death, an inhabitant and settler 
of East Florida, and subject of the King of Spain. Wherefor your memorialist, in behalf as aforesaid, 
prays confirmation of the title of the heirs of said Nicholas Sanchez in and to the said tract of land, in 
conformity to the acts of cession in such case made and provided. 

MAGDALENA JUANEDA, 


By the attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 
[Here follows the translation of a royal title from Governor Coppinger to Nicholas Sanchez, deceased, 
dated April 24, 1816. } 


DECREE. 


Magdalena Juaneda, widow of Nicholas Sanchez, deceased vs. The United States. For three hundred and eighty- 
Jive acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title to Nicholas Sanchez, deceased, 
do confirm it to his widow and heirs accordingly. May 4, 1825. 


No. 58.—See Report No. 1. 


Joseph Gaunt vs. The United States. For three hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Joseph Gaunt respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred and twenty-five acres, situated in Turnbull’s swamp, to the west 
of Hillsboro’ river; first line runs north 75° east, 80 chains, from a pine to a palm; second line runs north 
15° west, 40? chains, to a palm; third line runs south 75° west, 80 chains, to a pine; fourth line runs 
south 15° east, 40? chains, to the pine at the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from an 
absolute title made to him by Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, a certified copy of which, 
dated October 12, 1816, is herewith presented, and the plat and certificate of survey by George J. F. Clarke 
will be filed when required. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of 
said lands; that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of this province. Your petitioner will, as 


in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For JOSEPH GAUNT. 


[Here follows the translation of a cession made by Governor Coppinger, dated October 12, 1816.] 
DECREE. 
Joseph Gaunt vs. The United States. For three hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish concession without conditions, do therefore 
confirm it. May 4, 1825. 
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TESTIMONY. 
Joseph Gaunt vs. The United States. For three hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


Francis J. Fatio, being sworn and examined by the board: 

Question. Were you acquainted with Governor Coppinger ? 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Have you seen him write ? 

Answer. Very frequently. 

Question. From your knowledge of Governor Coppinger’s handwriting, do you believe this to be his 
signature? (Here the original concession was exhibited to witness, upon which this claim in founded.) 

Answer. I believe it to be the genuine signature of Governor Coppinger. 

F. J. FATIO. 


Before the board in session May 4, 1825. 


No. 59.—See Report No. 1. © 
Magdalena Juaneda vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to.lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Magdalena Juaneda, for herself and the other heirs of Nicholas Sanchez, deceased, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialist, for herself and in behalf of the other heirs of Nicholas 
Sanchez, deceased, claim title to a certain tract or parcel of land containing three hundred acres, situated 
and being in the Territory of East Florida aforesaid; that the said land was originally granted February 
3, 1800, by a concession of that date, to the said Nicholas Sanchez, deceased, made by Governor White, 
then the governor of East Florida, in virtue of the royal order of the King of Spain of October 29, 1790, 
as will appear by reference to the certified copy of the said concession, herewith filed, and marked exhibit 
A; that the said land is situated in Diego plains, at a place called Qui Qui; that it is bounded on the north 
by lands of Francisco Sanchez, east by Guana creek, and west and south by vacant land; that the said 
land was surveyed by Juan Purcell on or before June 23, 1809, as will appear by a reference to the 
certified copy of the plat and certificate of survey of that date, herewith filed, and marked exhibit B; that 
it has the following lines, to wit: the first line runs south 35° west, 20 chains; and the second line runs 
south 55° east, 200 chains, as appears by the plat and the royal title to the said land; that the heirs of 
the said Nicholas Sanchez obtained a royal title in absolute property for the said land April 2, 1819, as 
will appear by the certified copy herewith filed, marked exhibit C. Your memorialist further shows that 
the said Nicholas Sanchez departed this life many years ago, leaving your memorialist and those other 
persons in behalf of whom this claim is made his heirs; and that upon his death the said tract of land and 
its appurtenances devolved upon them; that the said Nicholas Sanchez was, when the said land was 
granted to him as aforesaid, a Spanish subject and inhabitant of East Florida, and so continued until his 
death; and that your memorialist and the other heirs of the deceased are inhabitants and settlers of East 
Florida, and were at the time of his death Spanish subjects and settlers in East Florida. Wherefore they 
pray that your honorable board will confirm their title to the said land and its appurtenances. 

MAGDALENA JUANEDA, 
By the attorney, JNO. DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows translation of a concession made by Governor White to Nicholas Sanchez, dated 
February 3, 1800.] 
[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat made by John Purcell, dated June 23, 1809. ] 


DECREE, 


Magdalena Juaneda and other heirs of Nicholas Sanchez, deceased, vs. The United States. For three hundred 
acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish concession made to Nicholas Sanchez, 
deceased, do confirm the same to his widow and heirs. May 4, 1825. 


No. 60.—See Report No. 1. 


John Low vs. The United States. For seven hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Low respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land 
consisting of seven hundred and fifty acres, situated at Belli old field, on Belli river, bounded on the north 
by Belli creek, on the east by McGirth’s creek, on the south by vacant land, and on the west by William 
Varney; which title your memorialist derives from an absolute grant made to him by Governor Estrada, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as per a copy of said grant herewith presented, bearing date January 
30, 1812. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he has 
long been an inhabitant and resident of this province. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For JOHN LOW. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Estrada, dated January 30, 1812.] 
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DECREE. 
John Low vs. The United States. For seven hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish royal title to claimant, do therefore 
confirm it. May 4, 1825. 


No. 61.—See Report No. Il. 


Widow and heirs of John Andrea vs. The United States. For one hundred and sixty-one and one-third acres 
of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and tiiles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Maria Mabrity, widow of John Andrea, deceased, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of four caballerias and twenty-eight acres, situated on 
the North river and Guana creek, at a place called White Oyster Bank, bounded and beginning at a stake 
marked with a cross, at the edge of a marsh, on the North river; thence north 50° east, 14 chains and 
50 links, to an oak at the edge of a marsh on Guana creek—this line bounds the lands of José Peso de 
Burgo; thence along said marsh to a laurel with the same mark; thence south 87° west, 40 chains, to an 
oak with the same mark; thence south, 10 chains, to a stake with the same mark; thence north 70° west, 
10 chains, to a stake with the same mark, on the edge of a marsh of the North river; thence along said 
marsh and river to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Juan 
Andrea, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, a certified copy of which 
royal title is herewith presented, and dated July 10, 1804; also a certificate of the notary of government 
of the division of the estate of the said Andrea. And your memorialist further showeth that she is in 
actual possession of said lands; that she is a native of Florida and resident of St. Augustine. All of which 
is respectfully submitted, &c. 

MARIA MABRITY, Widow of John Andrea, deceased. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title to John Andrea, by Governor White, dated July 10, 1804.] 
Here follows certificate of the notary of government of the division of the estate of John Andrea, 
dated September 15, 1818.] 


DECREE. 
Widow and heirs of John Andrea vs. The United States. For one hundred and sixty-one and one-third acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the above is a valid Spanish title to John Andrea, deceased, do 
confirm it to his widow and heirs accordingly. May 6, 1825. 


No. 62.—See Report No. 1. 
Christina Hill vs. The United States. Claim for four hundred and five acres of land. 
Territory oF Fiorina, Last Florida: 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Christina Hill, widow of Joseph Sanchez, deceased, respectfully showet :Thatsheclaims, 
in behalf of herself and her children, by her deceased husband, the said Joseph Sanchez, title in and to a 
certain tract or parcel of land consisting of four hundred and five acres, situated and being in East Florida 
aforesaid; that the said Joseph Sanchez, the husband of your memorialist, was one of the inhabitants of the 
city of St. Augustine who, by reason of his services as a militiaman during the rebellion of 1812 and 1813 in 
East Florida, became entitled to a grant of land under the order of the King of Spain of March 29, 1815; 
that he departed this life some time in the year 1814; that on November 16, 1815, your memorialist, in 
behalf of herself and her children, the heirs of the said Joseph Sanchez, applied for and obtained from Don 
José Coppinger, then the governor of East Florida, a concession of four hundred and five acres of land, the 
quantity to which her husband, the said Joseph Sahchez, would have been entitled under the royal order 
aforesaid if he had been alive, as will appear by a certified copy of said concession, which bears date 
the 17th November, the year last aforesaid, now submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A. The title of 
the heirs of the said Joseph Sanchez to the said land was, on April 16, 1818, confirmed by a grant thereof 
in absolute property, made to them by the said Governor Coppinger, as will appear by a reference to a 
certified copy of the said grant, now submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B. Your memorialist shows 
that the said land has not been surveyed, but that fifty acres, parcel of the aforesaid four hundred and five 
acres, are situated at a place called “Casino Loco;” and the residue thereof, that is to say, three hundred 
and fifty-five acres, are situated in Diego plains, and are bounded on the north by lands granted to one 
Sebastian Espinosa, as appears by exhibit marked A. Your memorialist further shows that she and the 
other heirs of Joseph Sanchez were, at the time the said lands were originally conceded and granted to 
them as aforesaid, and that they have since been, inhabitants and settlers of East Florida. Wherefore 


they pray a confimation of their title to the said land and their appurtenances, &c. 
CHRISTINA HILL, 


By her attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[A. Here follows translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger, dated November 17, 1811, to 
Christina Hill.] 
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DECREE, 


Christina Hill vs. The United States. For four hundred and five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession to claimant, do confirm the 
same accordingly. May 12, 1825. 


No. 63.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Thomas Napier vs. The United States. For eight hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the board of commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in the Territory 
of East Florida: 


The memorial of Thomas Napier respectfully showeth: That your memorialist is a citizen of the United 
States, resident in South Carolina; that your memorialist lays claim to a tract of land consisting of eight 
hundred acres, in East Florida, lying and being in the territory of Mosquito, in the pazage called Pantano, 
of the west of Turnbull, about three miles to the west of New Sneyrna; the first line standing to the north- 
ward and westward, near the east of the said Pantano, ninety chains, butting on lands of the government; 
the second line forming a rectangle with the first, running to the southwestward, and crossing ,the said 
Pantano, eighty-nine chains, butting on lands of the government; the third line striking off to the south- 
ward and eastward, ninety chains, butting on lands of the government; the fourth and last line standing 
from the third line northwardly and eastwardly, eighty-nine chains, butting on lands of Ambrose Hull; the 
whole tract forming a rectangular parallelogram of eight hundred acres, and having such boundaries and 
landmarks as are set forth in the plat of said land made by George J. F. Clarke; that your memorialist 
lays claim to said land on the ground of purchase from Isaac Wicks, who has been a resident of this province 
for the last forty years; that the said Isaac Wicks did obtain his right by purchase from Juan de Entralgo, 
who was in respectable official situation in this province under the Spanish government, and that the said 
Juan de Entralgo obtained his right by special grant from said government; that in support of his claims 
your memorialist submits, or will in time submit, the original deed of conveyance from Isaac Wicks to 
your memorialist; an authenticated copy of the conveyance from Juan de Entralgo to Isaac Wicks; an 
authenticated copy of the grant from Governor Coppinger to Juan de Entralgo, together with the memorial of 
the said governor; an authenticated copy of the plat and certificate of survey made by George J. F. Clarke, 
dated February 20, 1810; the original documents comprehended under the foregoing last three heads being 
in the Spanish language in the office of the keeper of the public archives. All which isrespectfully 


submitted. 
THOMAS NAPIER, 
By his attorney, RICHARD B. FARMAND. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Juan de Entralgo, dated 


November 15, 1817.] 
[Here follows translation of the certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated February 


20, 1818.] 
[Here follows translation of a memorial to the governor, and his decree, dated February 26, 1818, 


ordering the aforesaid plat to be placed in the archives. ] 
[Here follows translation of a conveyance from Juan de Entralgo to Isaac Wicks, dated August 20, 


1818. ] 
[Here follows a conveyance from Isaac Wicks to Thomas Napier, dated April 22, T822.] 


DECREE. 
Thomas Napier vs. The United States. For eight hundred acres of land. 


_ The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and the deraignment to claimant 
being regular, do confirm the same accordingly. May 12, 1825. 


No, 64.—See Reporr No. 1. 
John Middleton vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of John Middleton, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on the west side of 
the river St. John’s, on Cedar branch, within the following lines: the first runs east, measuring fifty-eight 
chains; the second line runs north, thirty-five chains; the third runs west, fifty-eight chains; the fourth runs 
south, and measures thirty-five chains; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to William 
Garvin by Governor Coppinger, on March 29, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815; which 
grant was made for a place called formerly Langley Bryan, but there being to that previous claims, said 
Garvin had surveyed in lieu thereof the same quantity at the place above described, as appears from the 
certificate of George Clarke, surveyor general; which tract was conveyed to your memorialist, who further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of the above-described lands, and was so at the time of the cession; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Amelia island. Attached to this memorial are 
the title in fee simple, A; the conveyance from William Garvin, B; and the plat and survey by the 
Surveyor general, C. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN MIDDLETON, 


Per his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 
VoL, IV-—79 ¢ 
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[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger to William Garvin, dated 


March 29, 1817. ] iat ; : 
[Here follows a conveyance from William Garvin to John Middleton, dated December 3, 1821.] 


{Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated April 6, 
1817. ] 


DECREE. 
John Middleton vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and the deraignment to claimant 
being regular, do confirm the same accordingly. May 12, 1825. 


No. 65.—See Reporr No. 1. 
William Hartley vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of William Hartley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated at the headwaters of Goodby’s lake, near 
Wills’ swamp; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to him by Governor Coppinger, 
a certified copy of which is herewith presented, and dated December 13, 1817. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is legally in possession of said lands, and was so previous to the cession of this 
then province to the United States; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida, 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN DRYSDALE, Altorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession for the two hundred and fifty acres of land by Governor 
Coppinger to claimant, dated December 13, 1817.] ; 


DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title to claimant. May 30. 


No. 66.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Frederick Hartley vs. The United States. For four hundred and Jifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Frederick Hartley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres of land, at a place called St. Nicholas, St. John’s river; 
which title your memorialist derives from a decree of Governor White, May 17, 1803, under the royal 
order of 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession, and was so at the 


time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and a resident of the Territory of Florida. 
A. BELLAMY, Altorney. 


[Here follows translation of a concession for two hundred acres by Governor White, dated May 1, 
1803 ] 


DECREE, 


Frederick Hartley vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the concession was made for only two hundred acres of four hun- 
dred and fifty solicited, and that the said concession was a valid one under the Spanish government, do 
confirm two hundred acres to claimant accordingly. May 30, 1825. 


No. 67.—See Report No. 1. 


Hannah Nobles vs. The United States. For two hundred and eight acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Hannah Nobles respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of about two hundred and eight acres, situated on the St. John’s river, bounded on two 
sides by the said river, and the land of Isaac Bowden on the other two sides; the first line begins at a 
laurel tree on the margin of the river St. John’s; runs thence north 45° east, 64 chains, to a pine; thence 
north 45°, 15 chains, to a cypress on the margin of the river St. John’s; thence following the course of the 
said river to the first said comm’r tree, per certificate of survey, memorial, and decree, dated December 
20, 1791, marked P; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Susannah Cowan, and 
confirmed to Robert Cowan by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of October 28, 1790, per 
royal title herewith submitted, dated April 24, 1815, marked L. And the said Robert Cowan, by his last 
will and testament filed in the office of the clerk of the county court for the county of St. John’s, devised 
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and bequeathed the same, all his real and personal property and effects, to your memorialist, as by reference 
to the said will and testament will fully appear. And your memorialist further showeth that she is in 
actual possession of said lands; that she is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory 
of Florida. ‘ 
er 
HANNAH #4 NOBLES. 


| k. 
Witness to the mark of Hannah Nobles: _ 
GrorcE Grpps. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Kindelan to Robert Cowan, dated April 


94, 1815. ] 
[Here follows translation of a plat and certificate by Don Pedro Marrot, dated December 20, 1791.] 


DECREE, 
Hannah Nobles vs. The United States. For two hundred and eight acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish royal title, and by will of grantee be- 
queathed to claimant, the same is confirmed accordingly. May 30, 1825. 


No. 68.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
James R. Hanham vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy and two-thirds acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of James R. Hanham respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to one 
hundred and seventy and two-thirds acres, situated between the North river and the river Guana, called 
El Burgos, bounded as follows: beginning at a stake marked with a cross, on the edge of a marsh on 
North river, and running north 50° east, to an oak similarly marked, on the Guana, its length being 74 
chains and 50 links; thence down the Guana to an oak marked with a cross; thence south 44° west, 74 
chains and 50 links, to a stake on the marsh of the North river; thence with the river and marsh to the 
beginning; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to José Peso de Burgo by Governor 
Quesada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to Jane Triay and Francisco Triay, who 
sold the same by their attorney, Andres Pacetty, to your memorialist, as will appear by the documents 
filed with this memorial. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 
lands; that he now cultivates and improves them; that he was in Pensacola July 10, 1821; and that he 
now resides in St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JAMES R. HANHAM. 


[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and delivery, with a plat by Don Pedro Marrot, 
to José Peso de Burgo, dated May 26, 1793. At foot is a note by the secretary of government, certifying 
that a decree was made September 11, 1798, authorizing the exchange of the above with Francisco and 
Juan Triay. | 

[Here follows a conveyance to James R. Hanham, dated May 20, 1822.] 


DECREE. 
James R. Hanham vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy and two-thirds acres of land. 
The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish survey and delivery, and the deraign- 


ment to claimant being regular, do confirm it to him accordingly. May 30, 1825. 


No. 69.—See Reporr No, 1. 
Abraham Hanian vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 

The petition of Abraham Hanian respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of fifty acres, situated at Little Grove, on the east side of St. John’s river, and north 
of the military station of Buena Vista, which has not been surveyed to him, but is bounded by the said 
river and vacant lands; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Cop- 
pinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, a certified copy of which, dated September 18, 1816, accom- 
panies this petition. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; 
that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of East Florida. Your petitioner will, as in duty bound, 


pray, &c. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For ABRAHAM HANIAN. 


[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger, dated September 18, 1816.] 
DECREE. 
Abraham Hanian vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish concession made to claimant previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore 
confirmed. May 30, 1825. 
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No. 70.—See Report No. 1. 


John M. Hanson, guardian of Francis Miles, an infant, vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land, 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John M. Hanson, guardian of Francis Miles, an infant, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on the North 
river, bounded on the north by land of Manuel Marshal, southeast by lands of John Salome, and east and 
west by royal lands. Your memorialist further shows that Barbara Hainsman, who had a title from the 
British government for said lands, remained here after the year 1784, and had the title to the said lands 
confirmed to her by the Spanish government, as will appear by the documents A and B filed herewith, and 
others in the office of the keeper of the public archives. And your memorialist further showeth that he 
is in actual possession of said lands; that he (and his ward) resided in St. Augustine in 1821, and doeg 


so now. 
GEORGE MURRAY, for Petitioner. 


[Here follows translation of certificate of survey and delivery, with a plat by Don Pedro Marrot, com- 
missioned judge for the distribution of lands in East Florida, dated June 2, 1793, to Barbara Hainsman.] 
Here follows translation of a conveyance from Barbara Hainsman to Francisco X. Sanchez, dated 


September 11, 1797.] 
DECREE. 


John M. Hanson, guardian of Francis Miles, an infant. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish survey and delivery of the above land 
to Barbara Hainsman, and that she had conveyed it to Francisco X. Sanchez, from whom claimant derives 
as one of his heirs, the same is confirmed to him accordingly. May 30, 1825. 


No. 71.—See Reporr No. 1. 


Francis Miles, a minor, by John M. Hanson, his guardian, vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of 
land. 


MEMORIAL 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands‘in East Florida: 

The petition of Francis Miles, a minor, by John M. Hanson, as guardian, respectfully showeth: That 
our memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the river 
St. John’s, at a place called Terios, bounded as follows: beginning at a laurel marked with a cross, at the 
edge of said river, running north 45° east, 67 chains and 44-100 of a chain; thence south 45° east, 38 
chains and 72-100 of a chain, to a pine with the same mark; thence south 45° west, 77 chains 44-100, to 
a gum tree on the bank of said river; which title your memorialist derives from an absolute grant made 
to the heirs of Francisco Xavier Sanchez by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; and 
your memorialist claims title to said lands, as guardian to the said F. Miles, as one of the heirs of Fran- 
cisco X. Sanchez, it having been allotted to him in the division of the estate of the said Sanchez. And 
your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of the said lands; a certified copy of the 
grant made February 4, 1811, is herewith filed; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of 


St. Augustine. 
JOHN M. HANSON, 
For FRANCIS MILES. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor White to Francisco X. Sanchez, dated 
February 4, 1811.] 


DECREE. 


Francis Miles, a minor, by John M. Hanson, his guardian, vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of 
land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish royal title to Francisco X. Sanchez, from 
whom claimant derives as one of his heirs, the same is confirmed to him accordingly. May 30, 1825. 


No. 72.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
Heirs of Ezekiel Hudnall vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of S. Streeter, administrator of the estate of E. Hudnall, deceased: Your memorialist . 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and forty-five acres, situated on the north 
bank of the river St. John’s, nearly opposite the Fort of St. Nicholas, and on the east of a creek called 
Hogan’s creek; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to Daniel Hogans by Governor 
Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to E. Hudnall; a certified copy of said 
concession is herewith presented, dated March 18, 1817. And your memorialist further showeth that he 
is legally in possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augus- 
tine. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. B. STRONG, Attorney. 
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[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger to Daniel Hogans, dated March 18, 
1817, and a conveyance to E. Hudnall, dated November 11, 1818.] 
[Here follows translation of a survey, and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated May 9, 1817, to the 


same. | 
DECREE, 


Ezekiel Hudnall’s heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the deraignment being 
regular to Ezekiel Hudnall, the same is confirmed to his heirs. May 30, 1825. 


No. 73.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Ezekiel Hudnall’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The"petition of Squire Streeter, administrator of the estate of E. Hudnall, showeth: That your memo- 
rialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated in the place known as the 
Barranco de las’Calabazas, to the south and near the mouth of the river Nassau; which title your memo- 
rialist derivesgfrom a title made to Ezekiel Hudnall by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 
1790. And your memorialist further showeth that said Hudnall was, at the time of his death, in actual 
,possession of said lands, as will appear by the document lodged in the office of the secretary of the com- 
missioners; that he was a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 

J. B. STRONG, Attorney. 


[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor White, dated January 29, 1802.] 
DECREE. 
Ezekiel Hudnall’s heirs vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the above is a valid Spanish concession made to E. Hudnall, 
deceased, do confirm it to his heirs accordingly. May 30, 1825. 


No. 74.—See Report No. 1. 
William Eubanks vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Eubanks respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred acres; one hundred and seventy acres of land thereof on Big Cedar 
creek, St. John’s river; Ist line, east, fifty chains, from a pine to a pine; 2d, north 10° east, thirty-five 
chains, to a pine; 3d line, west, fifty chains, to a pine; 4th, south 10° west, thirty-five chains, to the pine 
at the beginning, and thirty acres, taking in the whole of Burton island, on the Nassau river; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order 
of 1790; a copy of said grant, under date of March 18, 1817, is presented herewith, and the above 
documents of survey by George J. F. Clarke will be filed when required. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he has long been a resident of this province. 


Your memorialist will ever, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, for the Petitioner. 


[Here follows}translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger, dated March 18, 1817, for one 
hundred and fifty acres of land.] 


William Eubanks vs. The United States, For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession for only one hundred and 
fifty acres of land, and not for two hundred, as set forth in the memorial, do confirm the same to the 
claimant accordingly. June 6, 1825. 

No. 75.—See Report No. 1. 


Robert Harrison vs. The United States. For seven hundred and siaty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Robert Harrison respectfully showeth: That he claims title to a certain tract or 
parcel of land situated and being in East Florida, consisting of seven hundred and sixty-five acres; that 
the said land was granted to your memorialist April 1, 1816, by Don José Coppinger, then the governor 
of East Florida, under the royal order of the King of Spain of October 29, 1790, as will appear by a 
certified copy of the original grant or concession of the said land herewith submitted and filed, and 
marked exhibit A; that the said land is situated at an island not having hitherto been named, near the 
place called Roundabout, on the river Nassau, at the distance of about twenty-five miles north of the 
bar; and your memorialist further avers and shows that he was, before and at the time of the cession of 
this Territory to the United States, and has continued until this time, a settler and inhabitant of East 
Florida, having the said land in his actual possession and occupancy. Wherefore, he prays a confirmation 
of his title to the said land and its appurtenances. 

ROBERT HARRISON, 


By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger, dated May 10, 1816.] 
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DECREE. 


Robert Harrison vs. The United States. For seven hundred and sixty-five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish concession made to claimant, do confirm it to 
him accordingly. June 6, 1825. 


No. 76.—See Report No. 1. 
John Silcock vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Silcock respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred acres, situated three miles from the head of the river Nassau, in the 
county of Duval, beginning at a stake marked with a cross; thence south, 55 chains, to a pine with the 
same mark; thence east, 55 chains, to a pine with the same mark; thence north, 55 chains, to a stake with 
the same mark; thence west, 55 chains, to the beginning, as will be seen by a plat and certificate made 
by Pedro Marrot, by order of the Spanish government, in favor of memorialist, and dated March 18, 
1792; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Quesada, in virtue of 
the royal order of October 29, 1790. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally, and was 
in actual possession, and cultivated said lands until he was obliged to abandon them on account of the 
revolution of the year 1812; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida. All 


of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
JOHN SILCOCK. 


[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by Pedro Marrot, dated March 18, 1792,] 
DECREE. 


John Silcock vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title made by Don Pedro Marrot, judge 
commissioned for the survey and distribution of lands in East Florida, do confirm the same accordingly. 
June 6, 1825. 


No. 77.—See Report No. 1. 
Lewis Guibert vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


Jo the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and tiles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Lewis Guibert respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of four hundred acres, situated to the east of the river St. John’s; the first line runs north 
10° east, 24 chains, to a pine; the second, north 65° west, 76 chains, to another pine; the third, south 55° 
west, 48 chains, to another pine; the fourth, south 65° east, 76 chains, to another pine; the fifth, south 
10° west, 24 chains, to another pine; and the sixth, north 57° east, 48 chains, to another pine; which 
title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Edward M. Wanton by Governor White, in virtue of 
the royal order of 1790, who sold the same to your memorialist; which said tract of four hundred acres is 
in part of a grant of seven hundred and fifty acres made to the said Edward M. Wanton on December 
23, 1801. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is 
a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. In confirmation of the title of your memorialist, 
he begs leave to refer this honorable board to the memorial of the said Edward M. Wanton, and the decree 
thereon, dated November 23, 1801; the royal title of April 26, 1820, attached to which will be found the 
certificate of survey of George J. F. Clarke, public surveyor, for the said four hundred acres, and from 
which the within description is taken; and also to the bill of sale from Wanton to your memorialist, 
dated May 18, 1820—all on file in the office of the public archives of this city. 

THOMAS F. CORNELL, 
Attorney for LEWIS GUIBERT. 


[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor White, dated November 23, 1801, to Edward 
M. Wanton. ] 
[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated April 26, 1820, to the same. ] 
[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated November 
17, 1819.] 
[Here follows translation of a conveyance from Edward M. Wanton to Lewis Guibert, dated May 
18, 1820.] 


DECREE, 
Lewis Guibert vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the deraignment being 
regular to claimant, do confirm the same accordingly. June 6, 1825. 
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No. 78.—See Report No. 1. 


Stephen Eubanks vs. The United States. For three hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Stephen Eubanks, jr., respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of three hundred and twenty-five acres of land, situated on Trout creek, St. John’s 
river, which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger in virtue of 
the royal order of 1790. A copy of his said grant, bearing date March 18, 1817, your memorialist here- 
with presents, and will file his documents of survey when required. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of 


this country. And he will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For STEPHEN EUBANKS. 


[Here follows translation of a concession made March 18, 1817, by Governor Coppinger. ] 
DECREE. 


Stephen Eubanks, jr., vs. The United States. For three hundred and twenty-five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm the same 
accordingly. June 6, 1825. 7 


No. 79.—See Report No. 1. 


Ezekiel Hudnall’s heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Ezekiel Hudnall, deceased, respectfully showeth: That your memorialists 
claim title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated at the south head of St. Pablo 
creek, and beginning at lawrel, running thence south 7° west, 50 chains, to a pine; thence south 83° west, 
4 chains, with Solomon Miller’s land, to a pine; thence north T° east, 50 chains, fo pine; thence north 83° 
east, 40 chains, with Francisco Richard’s lands, to the beginning, as will be seen by a plat and certificate 
of George J. F. Clarke, dated June 7, 1821, herewith submitted; which title your memorialists derive 
from a concession made to Selvey Taylor April 14, 1817, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal 
order of —— , who sold the same to E. Hudnall, as per deed herewith submitted, dated November 28, 
1821, who, since that time, departed this life, resident in East Florida; and your memorialists further 
show that they are legally in the possession of said lands, and were so by original granted at 
the time of the cession of this Territory by Spain to the United States; that they are citizens of the United 
States and residents of East Florida. They pray concession of title, &c. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney. 











{Here follows translation of a concession to Selvey Taylor by Governor Coppinger, dated April 
14, 1817.] 

[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated June 
1, 1821.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from Selvey Taylor to Ezekiel Hudnall, dated November 28, 1821.] 


DECREE. 


Ezekiel Hudnall’s heirs vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the deraignment to 
claimants being regular, the same is confirmed accordingly. June 6, 1825. 


[No. 80 was not sent to the General Land Office by the commissioners. } 


No. 81.—See Report No. 1. 
José Alvarez vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of José Alvarez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred and fifty-five acres, situated at a place known by the name of Thomas’ 
swamp, near the river Nassau, bounded on the north, south, and west, by vacant lands, and on the east 
by the lands of Henry Grover; the first line commences at a pine and runs south 80° east, 71 chains, to a 
another pine; thence south 10° west, 50 chains, to another pine; thence north 80° west, 71 chains; thence 
north 10° east, 50 chains, to the beginning, as will be seen by a plat and certificate herewith presented, 
made: by George J. F. Clarke, dated February 2, 1817, and marked A; which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal title made to José Alvarez September 9, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of 
the royal order of March 29, 1815, which is herewith presented and marked B, as also a certified copy of the 
‘concession of said lands to memorialist, and dated September 9, 1816, and marked C. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he is legally seized and possessed of said lands, and was so before the cession 
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of this Territory to the United States; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida, 
‘ch i tfully submitted. 7 
All of which is respecttully JOSE ALVAREZ. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated September 9, 1816.] 
[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated February 


2, 1817.] 
DECREE. 


José Alvarez vs. The United States. For three liundred and fifty-five acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. June 
13, 1825. 
No. 82.—See Reporr No. 1. 


Zephaniah C. Gibbs vs. The United States. For one hundred and twenty-one acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zephaniah C. Gfbbs respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of one hundred and twenty-one acres, more or less, situated on the head of the 
Guana river to the west, on St. Diego plains, by St. Diego plains, on the west, on lands belonging to Francis 
P. Sanchez on the north, on the banks of the sea, those to the east, and on lands belonging to Philip Downs to 
the south; the first line begins at a laurel tree, running north 10° west, 42 chains, to a stake; the second 
line runs north 8° east, 29 chains, to a palma real tree; the third line runs east 10°, 42 chains, to a stake; 
the fourth line runs south 72° west, 29 chains, to the laurel tree, the beginning; conceded per royal title 
herewith submitted, with reference for further information to the office of the archives of the Territory, 
marked Z; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to the late Francis X. Sanchez, 
by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; and on a division of the estate of 
the said Francis X. Sanchez amongst his heirs, this said tract of land fell to John M. Sanchez, his son, 
which, by reference to the archives of the Territory, will fuliy appear; and the said John M. Sanchez sold 
the same to your memorialist, per deed now in possession of Samuel Fairbanks, esq., for the purpose of 
taking the acknowledgment of the wife of the said Sanchez to the same. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of the said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and 


resident of St. Augustine. November 17, 1823. 
ZEPH. C. GIBBS, 
By GEORGE GIBBS. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor White, dated February 12, 1811, to 
Francisco Xavier Sanchez. | 

[Here follows a deed of conveyance from John M. Sanchez and Margaretta, his wife, heirs of F. X. 
Sanchez, dated May 8, 1823, to Zephaniah C. Gibbs. ] 


DECREE, 


Zephaniah C. Gibbs vs. The United States. For one hundred and twenty-one acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 
1818, and the deraignment being regular to claimant, it is therefore confirmed to him. June 13, 1825. 


No. 83.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States.. For fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by George Gibbs, attorney in fact, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of fifty acres, situated on St. John’s bluff, on 
the south side of the said river, bounded by St. John’s river on the north, on lands now or late belonging 
to Dr. Bartolo de Castro, and on the east by a creek and marsh; the first line appears to begin at a stake 
on the margin of the said St. John’s river, the boundary between i and the aforesaid lands of Manuel Rou. 
Tunering, nearly south to a stake, as per plat of survey by George Clarke, and dated April 15, 1817, sub- 
mitted, marked M; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to Francisco Estacholy 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who sold the same to your 
memorialist per deed dated March 27, 1817, marked N, and a royal title for the same, dated March 15, 
1817, also submitted, marked O. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession 
of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of ; 

ZEPHANIAH KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 





[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated March 15, 1817, to Francisco 
Kstacholy. } 

[Here follows a conveyance from Francisco Estacholy to Zephaniah Kingsley, dated March 27, 1817.] 
[Here follows a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated April 15, 1817.] 
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DECREE. 


Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 


The above being,a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 1818, and the deraignment 
regular to claimant, it is therefore confirmed to him. June 13, 1825. 


No. 84.—See Report No. 1. 


John G. Rushing vs. The United States. For two hundred and five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


Jo the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John G. Rushing, by G. Gibbs, his attorney in fact, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and five acres, situated on the north 
side of the river St. John’s, and beginning on Little Dunn’s creek at a poplar tree; the first line running 
north 28° east, 54 chains, to a pine; the second line running south 67° east, 26 chains, to a pine; third 
line running south 23° west, 119 chains, to a pine; the fourth running south 45° west, 13 chains, to a pine 
on Big Dunn’s creek; thence up the same to the fork of Little Dunn’s creek; thence up the same to the 
beginning of the first line, as per concession dated November 27, 1815, marked A, and survey of the 
same by George Clarke, dated February 1, 1818, marked B, herewith enclosed ; which title your memo- 
rialist derives from a decree in concession made to John G. Rushing by Governor Estrada, in virtue of 
the royal order , agreeably to a certified copy of a decree signed by Thomas de Aguilar, dated November 
17, 1815, and further reference to the office of the archives. And your memorialist further showeth that 
he is in actual possession, having built on and improved the said lands; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of the said Territory. 





JOHN G. RUSHING, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


| Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor Estrada, dated November 27, 1815.] 
[Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated Feb- 
ruary 1, 1818.] 


DECREE. 


John G. Rushing vs. The United States. For two hundred and five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm the same accord- 
ingly. June 13, 1825. 


No. 85.—See Report No. 1. 
John Christopher vs. The United States. or fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Christopher, by his attorney in fact, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of fifty acres, situated on the river Nassau, 
and bounded on the west by other land belonging to your memorialist; which title your memorialist 
derives from a grant originally made to John Tucker on May 24, 1804, by Governor White, in virtue of 
the royal order of October 29, 1790, a certified copy of which is annexed, marked A; which tract was 
exchanged by said Tucker with Gilbert Mann for another, as appears by a paper marked B, and was by 
said Mann conveyed to your memorialist, as appears by a paper marked C. And your memorialist further 
shows that he is now in actual possession of said lands, and has been since the year 1807; that he is a 
citizen of the United States and resident 0. Duval county. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN CHRISTOPHER, 
By his attorney FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows translation of a concession to John Tucker by Governor White, dated May 24, 1804.] 
{Here follows a transfer from John Tucker to Gilbert Mann, dated January 22, 1807.] 
[Here follows a transfer from Gilbert Mann to John Christopher, dated October 3i, 1807.] 


DECREE, 


John Christopher vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 


_ The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the deraignment to 
claimant being regular, it is therefore confirmed to him. June 14, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
John Christopher vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 


Isaac Carter sworn : 
Question. Do you know the tract claimed by Mr. Christopher ? ’ 
Answer. Ido. Mr. Tucker sold the said land to the present claimant, who has had possession of the 
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same and made several crops thereon. Witncss had in his possession a note of hand given by the said 
Christopher to Tucker for the said tract. 
: ; ISAAC CARTER, 
Before the board in session May 18, 1825. 


No. 86.--See Report No. 1. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on the south side of St. John’s 
river, commonly called St. John’s Bluff; on the north by St. John’s river, on the east by lands formerly of 
Francisco Stacholy, on the south by vacant land, on the west by a ship yard creek, as will more fully 
appear by the marked A, and other documents herewith submitted; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to Manuel Romero March 17, 1817, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal 
order of October 29, 1790, who sold the same to your memorialist, as per deed marked B, and dated March 
27,1817. And your memorialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and now is, in 
actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the Territory of Florida and resident of said Terri- 
tory. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 


By his attorney in fact, GEORGE GIBBS. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger to Don Manuel Romero, dated 


March 17, 1817.] 
[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated April 15, 


1817. ] 
[Here follows translation of a conveyance from Don Manuel Romero to Don Zephaniah Kingsley, 


dated March 27, 1817.] 


DECREE. 


Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and the deraignment to claimant 
being regular, it is therefore confirmed. June 16, 1825. 


No. 87.—See Report No. 1. 


Hannah Nobles vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Hannah Nobles respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on Wills’ swamp, on the south side of the river St. John’s, 
bounded on all sides by government lands; the first line runs north 75° east, 25 chains; the second line 
running east 40 chains; the third running west 75°, 25 chains; the fourth running north 15° west, 40 
chains, as by reference to the archives of the Territory will more fully appear; which title your memorialist 
derives from a royal title made to your memorialist by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order 
of October 29, 1790, as per the said royal title herewith submitted, and dated March 26, 1819; which land 
was granted her April 23, 1816, by the said Governor Coppinger, as therein set forth, marked G. And 
your memorialist further showeth that she is in actual possession of said lands; that she is now a citizen 
of the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

her 
HANNAH X NOBLES. 
mark. 

Witness to the mark of Hannah Nobles: Grorce Grsss. 


[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger, dated April 23, 1816. ] 
[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated May 13, 
1817. ] 


DECREE. 
Hannah Nobles’ heirs vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession to claimant, do confirm it 
accordingly. June 16, 1825, 


No. 88.—See Report No. 1. 


Lorenzo Capo’s heirs vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The heirs of Lorenzo Capo, deceased, respectfully show: That your memorialists claim title to a 
tract of land consisting of one hundred and seventy-five acres, situated in the Twelve-mile swamp adjoin- 
ing the lands of Lewis Scholfield, but has never been surveyed. In 1819 Governor Coppinger made an 
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order for the survey of said tract by Andrew Burgevin, but the~said Burgevin never complied with the 
said order, which is herewith presented; which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to the 
said Lorenzo Capo by Governor White, in virtue of the royal crder of 1790, as appears by the secretary’s 
certificate herewith presented, dated February 24, 1808. And your memorialisis further show that the 
said Lorenzo Capo was in actual possession of said lands from the grant till 1812, when one of his sons 
was taken prisoner by the revolutionists and detained about six months, and the plantation broken up, 
and has not been resumed, owing to the poverty of the claimants; that they are citizens of the United 
States and residents of East Florida. St. Augustine, October 10, 1823. 
JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimants. 





[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor White, dated February 24, 1808,] 
(Here follows the affidavit of Anthony Hindsman before the presiding judge of the county court, 
dated April 21, 1825, proving compliance with the conditions. ] 


DECREE, 
Lorenzo Capo’s heirs vs. The United States. For one hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


The above being a valid Spanish concession, with conditions which were complied with, dated previous 
to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. June 16, 1825. 


No. 89.—See Report No. 1. 


John Frazer's executors vs.“The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Philip R. Yonge and Zephaniah Kingsley, as executors of John Frazer, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated 
on the St. Mary’s river, about twelve from the island of Amelia, by the same on all sides, being an 
island, and called the Roundabout, or Cut-off; which title your memorialists derive from a concession, 
dated May 2, 1810, to said John Frazer, deceased, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of : 
as by reference to the documents in the office of the public archives will more fully appear, copies not 
being procurable in time, and the originals mislaid. And your memorialists further show that said 
executors of the said John (the same having been by virtue of said concession taken possession of, 
improved, and cultivated) died a subject of Spain; that one of the said executors is a resident of ‘ 
that said Frazer is a citizen of Great Britain; the other a resident of the Territory of Florida. 

PHILIP R. YONGE, 

ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 
Executors of John Frazer, deceased, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 











(Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor White, dated May 2, 1810, to John Frazer, 


deceased. ] 
DECREE. 


Executors of John Frazer, deceased, vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish concession without conditions, made previous to January 24, 1818, it is 
therefore confirmed. June 22, 1825. 


No. 90.—See Report No. 1. 


John Bellamy vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Bellamy showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting 
of fifty acres, situated at Jacksonville, on the St. John’s river, south by the river St. John’s, east and 
north by a creek making out of said river, and west by land granted to Z. Hogans; which title your 
memorialist derives from a royal grant made to John Mestre December 3, 1816, by Governor Coppinger, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1815, who sold the same to John Brady, and the said John Brady has since 
sold and conveyed the said lands to your memorialist. And your memorialist further showeth that he is 
in actual possession of said lands, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United 


States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 
A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession by Governor Coppinger, dated November 18, 1816, to 
John Mestre, and a plat by G. J. F. Clarke, dated February 21, 1817.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from John Mestre to Jolin Brady, dated June 1, 1822.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from John Brady to John Bellamy, dated January 29, 1823. ] 


DECREE. 


John Bellamy vs. The United States. For fifty acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish concession made to John Mestre previous to January 24, 1818, and being 
regularly conveyed to claimant, it is therefore confirmed to him. July 12, 1825. 
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No. 91.—See Report No. 1. 
Heirs of Matthias Pons vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to landsin East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Matthias Pons, deceased, by Francis Marin, administrator, respectfully 
showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of four hundred acres, situated 
on the river Matanzas, known by the name of Casapula, to the south of St. Augustine, bounded on the 
north by lands of Fernando Falany, on the east by Matanzas river, on the south by lands of Pedro Chovet, 
and on the west by vacant lands, as will be seen by a plat and certificate of survey made by John Purcell, 
which is attached to the proceedings relating to this grant in the archives office; which title your memo- 
rialists derive from a royal title made to Matthias Pons September 17, 1814, by Governor Kindelan, in 
virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, a copy of which royal title is herewith presented; and the 
said Matthias Pons since that time departed this life, leaving Antonia Pons, wife of Francis Marin, 
Agathy Pons, Francis Pons, and Peter Pons, his children and heirs. And your memorialists further show 
that they are in actual possession of the said lands, and that they and their ancestors for many years have 
been; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of East Florida. They pray confirmation 


of title, &e. _ 
FRANCIS MARIN, Administrator of said deceased. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Kindelan, dated September 17, 1814.] 


DECREE. 


Matthias Pons’ heirs vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 9, 1825. 


No. 92.—See Report No. 1. 


Susannah Cashen vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Susannah Cashen, widow of James Cashen, respectfully showeth: That your memo- 
rialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated on Amelia island, 
near those formerly granted to him by the Spanish government, bounded on the north and east by lands 
belonging to Mr. Jordine, and on the south and west by vacant lands, as will be seen by a plat and certifi- 
cate made by Juan Purcell in favor of James Cashen, deceased, dated November 30, 1807, and marked 
No. 2; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to James Cashen by Governor White, 
in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as will appear by the same herewith presented, dated October 1, 
1805, and marked No. 2. And your memorialist further showeth that she is legally in possession of said 
lands, and was so before the cession of this Territory to the United Scates; that she is a native of the 
United States and resident of St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

SUSANNAH CASHEN. 


[Here follows a translation of a memorial to Governor White, dated September 27, 1805, soliciting a 
concession of the above, and a decree of the governor dated October 7, 1805.] 

{Here follows translation of a survey and plat by John Purcell, dated November 30, 1807.] 

[Here follows translation of a regurvey of the said land by George J. F. Clarke, dated February 2, 
1816. ] 


Susannah Cashen vs. The United States. For two hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm the same 
accordingly. August 9, 1825. 


No. 93.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Pedro Pons vs. The United States. For eight hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


Your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of eight hundred and seventy-five acres, 
situated in Mills’ swamp, on the river Nassau: the first of survey beginning at a pine and running 
south 25° east, ninety-seven chains, to a pine; second line, south 70° west, ninety chains, to a pine; third 
line, north 25° west, ninety-seven chains, to a pine; fourth line, north 70° east, ninety chains, to the pine 
at the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from an absolute title made to him by Governor 
Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, and bearing date July 4, 1811, a certified copy of which 
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panies this petition; and the plat and certificate of survey by George J. F. Clarke will be filed when 
d. And your memorialist further showeth that he is a native of East Florida and resident of the 
same. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For PEDRO PONS. 


accom 
require 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated June 4, 1817.] 
DECREE. 
Pedro Pons vs. The United States. For eight hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 9, 1825. 


No. 94.—See Report No. 1. 


Thomas Suarez vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Thomas Suarez, administrator of Antonio Suarez, deceased, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated on the island of 
‘Amelia, at a place called Black Point, bounded as will be seen by the royal grant made to Antonio Suarez, 
which is herewith presented; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant made to Antonio 
Suarez, July 17, 1809, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and was so at the cession; that he is a citizen 


of the Territory and a resident of Duval county. 
A. BELLAMY, Claimant's Attorney. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal grant from Governor White to Antonio Suarez, dated July 
27, 1809. ] 


’ DECREE. 
Thomas Suarez, administrator of Antonio Suarez, vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


: The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 9, 1825. 


No. 95.—See Report No. 1. 


Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the cummissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on Amelia 
island, and contained within the following lines and boundaries: the first line runs north 80° east, is in 
measure 37 chains, and is bounded by lands of said Fernandez; the second line runs south 11° east, 
measures 49 chains, and is bounded by lands of said Fernandez; the third line runs north 80° east, measures 
30 chains; the fourth line runs south 11° east, is in measure 26 chains, bounded by the sand hills of the 
sea-beach; the fifth line runs west, measures 76 chains, bounded by vacant land; the sixth line runs north 
11° west, is in length 64 chains, bounded by lands of John Bashlott; which title your memorialist derives 
from-a grant made to James Adamson by Governor White, June 1, 1802, in virtue of the royal order of 
1790, which tract was purchased from said Adamson from your memorialist. Your memorialist further 
showeth that he obtained from Governor Coppinger the full or royal title, dated April 11, 1817; that he 
is now and has been in actual possession of the said land for the last eighteen years; that he is an 
inhabitant of Florida and resident of Amelia island. The grant above alluded to is annexed. All of which 
is respectfully submitted, &c. 

DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 
Per his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated April 11, 1817.] 
DECREE. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 16, 1825. ° 


No. 96.—See Report No. 1. 
Heirs of Cornelius Griffith vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Downs, David Turner, Zachariah Haddock, and Abraham Simmons, husbands 
of Winney, Elizabeth, Sarah, and Eliza, heirs of Cornelius Griffith, respectfully showeth: That your: 
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memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the banks of the 
river St. Mary’s; bounded on the east by a creek known by the name of Mill creek, distant about a mile 
from said creek, and bounded on all other sides by vacant lands; which title your memorialists claim 
from a concession made to Cornelius Griffith on December 4, 1802, by Governor White, by virtue of a 
royal order of 1790, as by a more particular reference to the archives of the province of East Florida, and 
by a certified copy of said concession, filed herewith, will more fully and at large appear. And ‘your 
memorialists further show that they are in legal possession of the said lands, and that they are citizens of 
the United States, and are, with the exception of said Downs, residents of this Territory. And your 
memorialists will ever pray, &c. 
WM. DOWNS, 


DAVID TURNER, 

ZACH. HADDOCK, and 

ABRAM. SIMMONS, 
By their attorney, DAVID B. MACOMB. 


Certified copy of concession filed herewith, marked B. 


[Here follows translation of a concession made to Cornelius Griffith by Governor White, dated 
December 9, 1802. ] 


DECREE. 
Heirs of Cornelius Griffith vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and that the claimants are 
lawful heirs to the grantee, do confirm the same accordingly. August 16, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 


C. Griffith’s heirs vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


Joseph Summerall sworn: 

Question. How long was the claimant in possession of the land on Nassau ? 

Answer. About five years. 

Question. How long since claimant obtained possession of this land ? 

Answer. Many years since; the land was surveyed by Pedro Marrot and Samuel Eastlake. The 
claimant was ordered off the land by the Spanish governor during the revolution of the year 1794, andis . 
since dead; has three legal heirs in this Territory, and one out of it. 

JOSEPH SUMMERALL. 


Daniel Hogans sworn in the claim of 100 acres: 
Question. When did claimant settle the land now claimed by him on Trout creek? 
Answer. In the year 1808. 
Question. How long did he remain there ? 
Answer. From 1808 to 1813, when he died. The land has since been occupied by his son-in-law. 
Question. Has he any heirs within the Territory ? 
Answer. He has three heirs living within the Territory, and one without. 


DANIEL HOGANS. 
Before the board in session May 16, 1825. 


No. 97.—See Report No. 1. 
George J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George J. F. Clarke respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated, five hundred acres thereof on the head of the north 
branch of Durbin’s swamp, to the west of the part of said swamp called the Big Bend; the first line of 
the survey of the same beginning at a pine, and running south 40° east, 60 chains, to a pine; second line 
runs north 50° east, 834 chains, to a pine; third line runs north 40° west, 60 chains, west to a pine; fourth 
line, south 50° west, 834 chains, to the pine at the beginning; and five hundred acres in Picolata swamp, on 
the west side of St. John’s river: the first line beginning at a cypress, and running north 67° west, 69 
chains, to a pine; fourth line, east 45 chains, to a cypress; and the fifth, north 45° east, to the cypress at 
the beginning; and this last bounded by St. John’s river; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to him for headrights by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; a certified 
copy thereof is hereunto annexed, and which grant was made to him on May 9, 1815. The two aforesaid 
surveys were made by Andres Burgevin, and the plats and certificates of them will be filed whenever 
required. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he 
is a native of East Florida and resident of the same. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE. 


[Here follows translation of a concession made by Governor Kindelan, dated May 9, 1815.] 
George J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm the same 
accordingly. August 17, 1825. 
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No. 98.—See Report No. 1. 


Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
our memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred and fifty acres, situated on 
‘Amelia island, bounded on the north by a creek which forms the point of said tract, on the south by other 
lands of your memorialist, on the east by lands granted to Andrew Atkinson, and on the west by the 
harbor of Fernandina; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor White, 
in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790. | After cultivating said tract more than ten years, your 
memorialist obtained from Governor White a title in fee simple for the same, dated August 19, 1807; 
which title accompanies this memorial, marked A. The survey of this tract will be produced when required. 
Your memorialist further showeth that he is now in actual possession of said land, and was so at the 
time of the cession; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and a resident of Amelia island. All of which 
is respectfully submitted. 
DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 
By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


& 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title by Governor White, dated August 19, 1807.] 
DECREE. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 17, 1825. 


No. 99.—See Report No. 1. 
Susannah Cashen vs. The United States. For two hundred and thirty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Susannah Cashen respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and thirty acres, situated on the banks of the river St. Mary’s, at a 
place known by the name of Old Township, bounded on the north by the lands of Spicer Christopher, and 
on the south with Brant’s lands; which title your memorialist derives from a concession made to Joseph 
Ried July 13, 1804, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who sold the 
same to Moses Harrell by deed of conveyance dated February 8, 1811, and signed by Joseph Ried and 
Nancy Ried, and herewith presented, and marked A; also a memorandum of agreement between Harrell 
for said lands and improvements thereon, dated November 12, 1811, and signed by James Cashen and 
Moses Harrell, and marked B. And your memorialist further showeth that she is legally in possession 
of said lands, and that her said husband was so before the cession of this Territory to the United States; 
that she is a native of the United States and a resident of St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully 


submitted. 
SUSANNAH CASHEN. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor White, dated July 13, 1804.] 

[Here follows a transfer from Joseph Ried and Nancy Ried to Moses Harrell, dated February 5, 1811.] 

[Here follows a transfer from Moses Harrell to James Cashen, dated November 12, 1811.] 

| Here follows the deposition of William Braddock, before Charles Seaton, justice of the peace, proving 
occupation and possession of the above, dated June 10, 1825.] 


DECREE. 
Susannah Cashen vs. The United States. For two hundred and thirty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and that it was occupied 
and possessed according to the terms thereof, and also that the deraignment is clear to the claimant, do 
confirm it accordingly. August 17, 1825. 


No. 100.—See Report No. 1. 


Francis Richard vs. The United States. For four hundred and sixty-six acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Francis Richard respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four hundred and sixty-six acres, situated at a place called Branchester, St. John’s 
river; the first line beginning at a bay, north 70° east, 70 chains, to a pine; third line, south 70° west, 
to a gum; fourth line formed and bounded by said river; which title your memorialist from an absolute 
title made to him by Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, a certified copy of which accompanies 
this petition, bearing date March 20, 1815, the plat of which, by Samuel Eastlake, will be filed when 
required. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he 
has long been a resident of this province. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For FRANCIS RICHARD. 
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[Here follows the translation of a royal title from Governor Kindelan, dated March 20, 1815.] 
DECREE. 
Francis Richard vs. The United States. For four hundred and sixty-six acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do confirm it accordingly 
August 17, 1825. ae 


No. 101.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Francis Richard vs. The United States. Claim for two hundred and thirty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Francis Richard respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred and thirty acres, situated at a place called Parque, on St. John’s river. 
the first line beginning at a gum, north 70° east, 23 chains, and to a pine; second, south 100 chains, to . 
pine; third, west 25 chains, to a cherry tree; fourth line formed and bounded by the said river; which title 
your memorialist derives from an absolute grant made to him by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal 
order of 1790, a certified copy of which, dated March 20, 1815, accompanies this petition. The plat*and 
certificate of survey by Samuel Eastlake will be filed when required. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of 
this country. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 


For FRANCIS RICHARD. 
[Here follows the translation of a royal title by Governor Kindelan, dated March 20, 1815.] 
DECREE, 


Francis Richard vs. The United States. For two hundred and thirty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 17, 1825. 


No. 102.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land containing one hundred acres, situated on Amelia island, 
bounded on the north by other lands of your memorialist, on the east by John McClure’s land, on the south 
by Isabella Jardine’s land, and on the west by Amelia river; which title your memorialist derives from a 
grant made to him by Governor White August 21, 1803, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; 
for which tract, after cultivating it more than ten years, your memorialist obtained a title in fee simple 
from Governor Kindelan, dated September 1, 1813, which title is hereunto annexed, marked A. The plat 
and survey of this tract is in the archives. Your memorialist further showeth that he is now in actual 
possession of said land, and was so at the time of the cession, and for many years previous; that he is an 
inhabitant and resident of East Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 
By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


| Here follows translation of the royal title by Governor Kindelan, dated September 1, 1813.] 
DECREE. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 17, 1825. 


No. 103.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Jane Murray vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. ' 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in Hast Florida: 


The memorial of Jane Murray respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land containing six hundred acres, situate, lying, and being at Mosquito, at the place known as the plan- 
tation of McDougal, about eight miles from the wharf of Turnbull, and fronting on the river Hillsborough; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made by Governor White July 28, 1803, as will appear 
by the decree on file in the office of the archives, and a certificate by Don Juan Pierra, herewith filed. 

JANE MURRAY, 
By her attorney, B. A. PUTNAM. 
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[Here follows translation of the certificate of concession made by Governor White July 28, 1803. ]} 

[Here follows a letter from John Addison to George Murray, dated New Smyrna, February 9, 1807, 
stating his being about to plant the land of the latter. ] 

[Here follows the deposition of Dr. James Hall, proving the occupation and cultivation of the above 
by George Murray, before Elias B. Gould, J. P., July 18, 1825.] 


DECREE. 
Jane Murray vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, the conditions of which 
have been complied with, and that the claimant is legal representative of the grantee, do confirm the 
same accordingly. August 23, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
Jane Murray vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


Farquhar Bethune, being sworn, states that he was acquainted with George Murray, the original 
claimant; that witness went on the tract claimed the latter end of the year 1803, or beginning of 1804, 
and found claimant in possession; claimant had a house built on said land, and planted and improved the 


Jand. 
FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 
Before the board in session June 13, 1825. 


No. 104.—See Report No. 1. 
John Christopher vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Christopher respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated on and near the mouth of the river Nassau, at a place 
called St. Maria, bounded as will be seen by the royal grant herewith presented; which title your 
memorialist derives from a royal grant made to Spicer Christopher April 8, 1809, by Governor White, in 
virtue of the royal order of 1790; the same fell to your memorialist by the will of the said Spicer Chris- 
topher, deceased. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, 
and was so at the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida. 

BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made to Spicer Christopher, dated April 8, 1809, by Gov- 
ernor White. ] 


DECREE. 


John Christopher vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and that it was by the will of 
the grantee left to claimant, do confirm the same accordingly. August 23, 1825. 


No. 105.—See Report No. 1. 


Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
he claims title to a tract of land consisting of six caballerias, or about two hundred acres, situated on 
the main land opposite Amelia island, and known by the name of the Orange Grove, contained within the 
following lines: the first line runs south 10° east, beginning at the bank of the creek and terminating at 
a water oak marked with a cross on the margin of a marsh, and is in length 80 chains; the second line 
runs south 80° west, beginning at said crossed tree and terminates with a stake with the same mark, and 
is in length 20 chains; the third line runs north 20° west, beginning at said stake and terminating with 
a pine tree marked with a cross, on the margin of a marsh, and is in length 80 chains; its front runs on 
the bank of a creek which comes from the river St. Mary’s, and forms an irregular figure; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant made to Maria Mattair by Governor Quesada February 20, 1792, 
in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; the said Maria Mattair dying, said tract descended to 
her children and heirs, Lewis Mattair and his sister, wife of your memorialist—one-half to each; which 
heirs obtained from Governor White a title in fee simple for said tract, dated April 25, 1807; one-half of 
said tract in right of his wife, one of the co-heirs of said Maria Mattair, deceased; the other half in virtue 
of a purchase made from Lewis Mattair of his half, as will appear from his deed of conveyance, dated 
April 11, 1820. The title in fee simple to the heirs of Maria Mattair, marked A, and the deed from Lewis 
Mattair, marked B, are annexed to this memorial. Your memorialist further showeth that he is now, and 
was in actual possession of said land at the cession; that he is an inhabitant of East Florida and a 
resident of Amelia island. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

, DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 


By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 
von, Iv——81 ¢ 
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[Here follows a translation of a royal title from Governor White, dated April 25, 1807.] 
[Here follows a translation of a conveyance from Lewis Mattair to Domingo Fernandez of one-half 
of the above, dated April 11, 1820.] 


DECREE. 


Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and the deraignment being clear 
do confirm it accordingly to claimant. August 23, 1825. . 


No. 106.—See Report No. 1. 


John Houston vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of John Houston respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of six hundred acres, situated at the north end of the island of Talbot, bounded north b 
Nassau sound, south by lands of your memorialist, east and west by marshes, which will be seen by 
reference to the decree in the keeper of the archives’ office; which title your memorialist derives from a 
decree made to Spicer Christopher December 4, 1795, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; the same fell 
to Lewis Christopher at the distribution, according to the will of the late Spicer Christopher, who sold the 
same to your memorialist; and your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 
lands, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the 
Territory of Florida. 


A. BELLAMY, Memorialist’s Attorney. 


[Here follows translation of the concession to Spicer Christopher, dated December 2, 1795, made by 


Governor Quesada. ] 
[Here follows translation of a royal title for the same, dated November 6, 1819, by Governor Cop- 


pinger, in favor of the heirs of grantee. | 


DECREE. 
John Houston vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish grant, made to Spicer Christopher, deceased, 
by Governor Quesada, and it also appearing of record that said John Houston is one of the heirs of said 
Christopher, the same is therefore confirmed to claimant. August 25, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
John Houston vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


Francis J. Fatio, being sworn, says that he knows that Spicer Christopher resided for a number of 
years on Talbot island, in the Territory of Florida, and that the land above claimed is a part of the land 
on which he resided. 

F. J. FATIO. 


Before the board in session August 24, 1825. 


No. 107.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For two hundred and twenty-eight acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
he claims title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred and twenty-eight acres, situated on the west 
side of Amelia river, with the following lines and boundaries: the first line runs west, and measures forty- 
eight chains, bounded by Andrew Tucker’s land; the second line runs north 36° east, is in length sixty- 
four chains, and bounded by William Berry’s land; the fourth line runs south 73° west, is in length sixty- 
six chains, and bounded by the lands of Lewis Mattair; which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to him by Governor Coppinger April 10, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, which 
grant is hereunto annexed, marked A. The survey by the surveyor general is in the archives and will 
be furnished when required. Your memorialist further shows that he is now in actual possession of said 
land, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and a resident of Amelia 
island. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 


By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 
[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated April 10, 1817.] 


DECREE. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For two hundred and twenty-eight acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 27, 1825. 
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No. 108.—See Report No. 1. 
Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For one hundred and ninety acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Henry Yonge showeth: That your memorialist claims title to one hundred and ninety 
acres of land, situated in Lofton’s swamp, and that the same is bounded as set forth in the original survey 
and plat thereof, made by George J. F. Clarke, surveyor, dated June 8, 1817, and herewith filed, and 
marked exhibit A. That the said tract of land was surveyed and set off to your memorialist in virtue of 
a grant made by Governor Coppinger March 15, 1817, to your memorialist; and that the said grant is on 
filetamongst the public archives of the Territory. . 

HENRY YONGE, 
By his agent, PETER MITCHEL. 


° [Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor Coppinger, dated March 15, 1817.] 
[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated June 8, 


1817.] 
DECREE. 
Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For one hundred and ninety acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm the same 
accordingly. August 27, 1825. 


No. 109.—See Report No. 1. 


Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For four hundred and eighty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Henry Yonge showeth: That your memorialist claims title to four hundred and 
eighty acres of land on St."Mary’s'river, and that the same is bounded as set forth in the original survey 
and plat hereof, made by George J. F. Clarke, surveyor, and dated April 1, 1816, and herewith filed, and 
marked exhibit A. That the said land was granted to Henry Yonge, and is part of a grant of nine hundred 
and eighty acres made by Governor Estrada December 22, 1815, in virtue of a royal order of 1815; and 
that the.said grant is of record amongst the public archives, 


#@. [Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Estrada, dated December 22, 1815, for nine 
hundred and eighty acres of land.] 

[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated April 1, 
1816. ] 





DECREE. 
Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For four hundred and eighty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish royal title for nine hundred and eighty 
acres of land, in two tracts, the one of five hundred and the other of four hundred and eighty acres, and 
this claim being one of them, the same is confirmed accordingly. August 27, 1825. 


No. 110.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Henry Yonge showeth: That your memorialist claims title to five hundred acres of 
land, situated on St. Mary’s and Little St. Mary’s river, and that the same is bounded as set forth in the 
original survey and piat thereof, made by George J. F. Clarke, surveyor, and dated April 3, 1816, and 
herewith filed, and marked exhibit B. 

That the said land was granted to Henry Yonge, and is part of a grant of nine hundred and eighty 
acres made by Governor Estrada December 22, 1815, in virtue of a royal order of 1815; and that the said 
grant is of record among the public archives. 

HENRY YONGE. 


i [Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Estrada, dated December 22, 1815, for 980 acres 
of land. ]} 
' [Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated April 3, 
6.] 


DECREE. 


Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


_ The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish foyal title for 980 acres of land, divided 
into two tracts, one of 500 acres and the other of 480 acres, and this claim being one of them, the same 1s 
confirmed accordingly. August 27, 1825. 
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No. 111.—See Reporr No. 1. + 
Francis Richard vs. The United States. For one hundred and ten acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of Francis Richard respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred and ten acres, situated on St. John’s river, at Point Santa Isabella. 
the first line runs north 85° west, 58 chains, and bounding on George Atkinson’s land; the second, south 
40° east, 52 chains, and bounded by lands of Philip F. Fatio; which title your memorialist derives from 
an absolute title made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, a certified copy 
of which your memorialist presents herewith, dated, first grant, January 8, 1801, surveyed by George J. 

*F. Clarke March 1, 1812, carried into absolute title January 27, 1818. The plat and certificate of survey 
will be filed when required. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 
lands; that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of East Florida. Your memorialist will, as in 


duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For FRANCIS RICHARD. 


[Here follows the translation of a concession made by Governor White, dated January 9, 1801. | 
[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated January 27, 1818, in con- 
firmation of the above concession. | 
(Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated March 
1, 1812.) 
DECREE. 


Francis Richard vs. The United States. For one hundred and ten acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm it accordingly. 


September 2, 1825. 
No. 112.—See Report No. 1. 


Joseph Simeon Sanchez vs. The United States, For one thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 
Territory OF Fioriwa, Hast Florida: 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph Simeon Sanchez, for himself and the other heirs of Francisco Xavier Sanchez, 
deceased, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist, for himself and the other heirs of the said Francisco 
Xavier Sanchez, deceased, claims title to a certain tract of land situated and being in East Florida afore- 
said; that the said tract of land was originally granted to the said Francisco X. Sanchez by the British 
government while East Florida was a province and dependency of the crown of Great Britain; that after 
the acquisition of said province by the Spanish government, to wit: March 4, 1793, the said tract of land 
was conceded and confirmed to the said Francisco X. Sanchez by the Spanish government, as will fully 
appear by a reference to the original decree, of record in the office of the keeper of the public archives of 
East Florida, confirming the said land to the said Francisco X. Sanchez; that the said Francisco X. Sanchez 
departed this life some time about the year 1808, leaving your memorialist and those for whose benefit this 
claim is made; that he died in the actual occupancy and possession of the said land; was surveyed by one 
Robert McHardy, as surveyor appointed by the government for that purpose, about April 26, 1819, as will 
appear by a reference to the certified copy of the plat and certificate of survey of that date herewith filed, 
and marked exhibit A; that the said one thousand acres were surveyed in four different tracts of unequal 
quantities near each other, and are situated in Diego plains, at a place in the said plains called “ Montes 
de San Diego” in the Spanish language. Your memorialist begs leave to refer to the plat of the said 
survey as setting forth the lines of the said different tracts. Your memorialist further shows that the 
heirs of the said Francisco X. Sanchez obtained a royal title or grant in absolute property for the said 
tract of land, June 5, 1821, from Don José Coppinger, then the governor of East Florida, as will appear 
by a certified copy of the said grant herewith filed, marked exhibit B. Your memorialist further represents 
and shows that the said Francisco X. Sanchez became and was a Spanish subject when the Spanish decree 
herein first mentioned was made to him for the said land, and also an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, 
and so continued to the time of his death; that the heirs of the said Francisco X. Sanchez were all, at the 
time of the death of the said Francisco X. Sanchez, inhabitants and settlers of East Florida and Spanish 
subjects, and have ever since continued to be, and are now, inhabitants and settlers thereof. Wherefore 
they pray a confirmation of this title to the said tract of land and its appurtenances. 

JOSEPH S. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows the translation of a memorial of Francisco X. Sanchez, dated March 8, 1793, and a 
decree ordering the survey to be made by Don Pedro Marrot, dated March 4, 1793.] 

[Here follows the translation of a memorial requesting that the above survey should be made by 
Robert McHardy, in consequence of the certificate of the former having been mislaid, dated October 30, 
1818, and a decree granting the same, dated October 31, 1818.] 

[Here follows plat and survey by Robert McHardy, dated April 26, 1819.] 

[Here follows the translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger to the children and heirs of Don: 
Francisco X. Sanchez, dated June 5, 1821.] 


DECREE. 


José Simeon Sanchez and other heirs of Francisco X. Sanchez, deceased, vs. The United States. For one 
thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the title of claimant is a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same 
accordingly. September 14, 1825. 
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No. 113.—See Report No. 1. 


Joseph Simeon Sanchez, for himself and the other heirs of Frances X. Sanchiz, deceased, vs. The United 
States. For one hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 
Territory OF Fiorwa, Last Florida: 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of José Simeon Sanchez respectfully showeth: That in behalf of himself and the other 
heirs of the said Francisco X. Sanchez, deceased, he claims title to a certain tract of land containing one 
hundred acres, situated and being in the county of St. John’s, in East Florida aforesaid; that the said tract 
of land was conceded originally to the said Francisco X. Sanchez August 4, 1801, by Governor White, 
then the governor of East Florida, and while it was a dependency of the Spanish crown, under and in 
virtue of the royal order of the King of Spain of October 29, 1790, as will appear by a certified copy of 
the said concession herewith filed, marked exhibit A; that the said tract of land was surveyed, by 
authority, by Andres Burgevin, as appears by the certified copy of the original plat and certificate of 
survey herewith filed, marked exhibit B; that the said land is situated at a place called in the Spanish 
language “ Montes de Puercos,” in Diego plains; that it has the following lines and dimensions, that is to 
say: the first line begins at a palmetto tree marked with a X, and runs south 75° east, 50 chains, to a 
pine marked with a X; the second line runs north 15° east, 20 chains, to a pine marked X; the third line 
runs north 75° west, 50 chains, to a palmetto marked X; and the fourth line runs thence to the place of 
beginning, as will distinctly appear by a reference to the copy of the said plat herewith filed. Your 
memorialist further shows that the said Francisco X. Sanchez departed this life some time about the year 
1808, upon which the said land devolved upon your memorialist and those for whose benefit this claim is 
made; that the heirs of the said Francisco X. Sanchez obtained a title in absolute property to the said 
tract of land, June 5, 1821, from Don José Coppinger, then the governor of East Florida, as will appear 
by a certified copy of a royal title of that date herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C. And 
your memorialist avers that the said Francisco X. Sanchez was, at the time of the original concession as 
aforesaid and at the time of his death, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida and a subject of the King 
of Spain; that your memorialist and the other heirs of the said Francisco X. Sanchez were, at the time of 
the death of the said Francisco X. Sanchez, and at the time of the cession of this Territory to the United 
States, Spanish subjects and inhabitants and settlers of East Florida, and have ever since been and now 
are settlers of the same. Wherefore your memorialist prays confirmation of the title of the heirs of the 


said Francisco X. Sanchez to the said land and appurtenances. 
JOSEPH SIMEON SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


[Here follows a translation of a concession by Governor White, dated August 4, 1801.] 
[Here follows the plat and translation of the certificate of survey by Andres Burgevin, dated March 
30, 1819.] 
[Here follows the translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated June 5, 1821.] 


DECREE. 
Heirs of Francis X. Sanchez vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, complied with, do confirm 
the same accordingly. September 14, 1825. 


No. 114.—See Report No. 1. 
Daniel Hulbert vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Daniel Hulbert respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred acres, situated four miles north of the city of St. Augustine, bounded: 
north by lands of memorialist, south by the ford called Navaro and plantation called Chebre, on the 
east by vacant lands, and on the west by vacant pine barren; which title your memorialist derives from 
a grant made to John Tatton by Governor Quesada, in virtue of the judicial sale made December 15, 1792, 
who sold to José Antonio Iguinez, by his agent, Michael O’Reilley, December 3, 1794, and, as the property 
of said Iguinez, the said tract was sold at public sale, under execution, at the suit of John Baptiste 
Collins, issued March 28, 1814, when the said tract was afterwards sold, June 8, 1818, and memo- 
rialist became the purchaser; all of which will be seen by documents made by Governor Coppinger, dated 
July 23, 1818, a certified copy of which is herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth 
that he is in actual possession of the said lands, and was so at the time of the cession of this province to 
the United States; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of East Florida. He prays con- 


firmation of his title, &c. 
DANIEL HULBERT. 


(Here follows a judicial sale made to John Tatton by Governor Quesada, dated December 15, 1792.] 

[Here follows a power of attorney from John Tatton to the Rev. Michael O’Reilley, dated Havana, 
January 28, 1793.] 

(Here follows a conveyance from the Rev. Michael O’Reilley to Thomas Travers, dated St. Augustine, 
August 18, 1794.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from Thomas Travers to José de Antonio Iguinez, dated St. Augustine, 
December 3, 1794.] 
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. . °. aaa 
[Here follows a judicial sale made of the aforesaid two hundred of acres land by Governor Coppin 
to Daniel Hulbert, dated St. Augustine, July 23, 1818.] = 





DECREE. 


Daniel Hulbert vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818 to 
John Tatton, and afterwards sold by order of the Spanish tribunal to the claimant, they therefore confirm 


the same. September 14, 1825. 
No. 115.—See Report No. 1. 


Reirs of Jesse Fish vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 
' MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of the heirs of Jesse Fish respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title tog 
tract or parcel of land containing five hundred acres, situated at the head of Matanzas river, at a place 
known, during the time the British held this province, by the name of Tod’s fields; which tract of land wag 
granted by the Spanish government to the deceased Don Jesse Fish, April 1, 1791, for headrights, as will 
more fully appear by a memorial and decree exhibited, and marked A. And your memorialists further 
show that the said tract of land has continued in the possession and has been cultivated by the deceased 
Jesse Fish and his heirs since April 1, 1791, to the present day. Your memorialists further show that they 


are at present residents of the Territory of Florida, &c. 
G. W. PERPALL, for the heirs of Jesse Fish 


[Here follows translation of a concession made by Governor Quesada to Jesse Fish, dated April 1, 


1791.] 
[Here follows translation of a royal title for the same, dated April 24, 1819, by Governor Coppinger 


to the heirs of Jesse Fish. ] 


DECREE, 
Heirs of Jesse Fish vs. The United States. Foz five hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, do confirm the same 
accordingly. 


TESTIMONY. 


Sarah Fish vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


G. W. Perpall, being sworn, states that he came to East Florida in 1803, and that Mr. Fish was 
then in possession of said tract and cultivated it ever since to his death, and that his heirs have also 
cultivated it, except in the year 1812. It was surveyed by Charles W. Clarke, who has lands to the 
south of said tract; and as Mr. Clark took into his tract the lands which Mr. Fish asked for, for which 
reason witness believes that the plat was laid aside. 


Heirs of Jesse Fish vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


G. W. Perpall, being sworn, states that Jesse Fish cultivated the said tract of land in the year 1803, 
and continued to do so until his death, when his heirs have done so up to the present period. 


G. W. PERPALL. 
Before the board in session September 14, 1825. 


No. 116,—See Report No. 1. 
Heirs of Andrew Dewees vs. The United States. For two thousand two hundred and ninety acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Andrew Dewees, by their attorney, George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of two thousand two hundred and ninety 
acres, or sixty-nine caballerias, situated on the south side of St. John’s river, and on the east side by Pablo 
creek, and bounded by the same as follows: the first line runs south on the edge of a marsh of the river 
St. John, to a stake on the beach marked with a cross, one hundred and ninety-five chains; the second 
line runs west from the said stake to a pine marked with a cross at the edge of a marsh on Pablo creek, 
adjoining the land of John McQueen, one hundred and thirty chains; and the third line runs to the north 
of Pablo creek; and the fourth line runs to the marsh on St. John’s river, according to a certificate given 
by Don Pedro Marrot, dated February 8, 1792—reference to which in the office of archives; which title 
your memorialists derive from a royal grant made to Andrew Dewees, the father of your memorialists, by 
Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, as by reference to the royal title herewith 
exhibited, dated May 4, 1804, marked D, will more fully appear. And your memorialists further show 
that they are in actual possession of said lands; and that they are citizens of the United States, and part 


of them residents of the said plantation, in the Territory of Florida. 
MARY DEWEES, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, &c. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title by Governor White, dated May 4, 1804.] 
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DECREE. 


Heirs of Andrew Dewees vs. The United States. For two thousand two hundred and ninety acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, and that the heirs of Andrew 
Dewees are now, and have been previous to the cession of this province, in the actual occupancy and cul- 
tivation of the same, do confirm it accordingly. September 26, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
The heirs of Andrew Dewees vs. The United States. For two thousand two hundred and ninety acres of land. 


George Gibbs, being sworn, says that some of the heirs are actually in possession of the whole or 
some part of the said tract, and do now cultivate the same. 
GEORGE GIBBS. 


Before the board in session September 26, 1825. 


No. 117.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Seymour Pickett vs. The United States. Claim for two hundred and fifty acres. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Seymour Pickett respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated at a place called Hodguin’s Plantation; first line 
runs south 55° east, 55 chains, tu a stake; second line runs north 35° east, 55 chains, to a pine; third 
line runs north 55° west 55 chains; the fourth line runs south 35° west, 55 chains, to a gum, as appears 
by the royal title hereunto annexed, dated May 26, 1815; which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to Reuben Hogan by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, who sold the same 
to your memorialist, as appears by the instrument herewith presented, annexed to the royal title. And 
your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and has been since the 
cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, November 28, 
1823. « 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title made to Reuben Hogan by Governor Kindelan, dated 
May 25, 1815.] 
r [Here follows a conveyance from Reuben Hogan to Seymour Pickett, in presence of D. 8. H. Miller” 
acting judge of St. John’s district, without a date. ] 


DECREE. 
Seymour Pickett vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the above is a valid Spanish grant, and that the deraignment to 
the claimant is proved, do confirm the same accordingly. September 26, 1825. 


No. 118.—See Rerorr No. 1. 
Heirs of Constance McFee vs. The United States. For four hundred and forty-six acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of the heirs of Constance McFee respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim 
title to a tract of land consisting of four hundred and forty-six acres, situated on the river St. John’s, on 
Julington and Cunningham creeks, and beginning with an oak tree marked X, and concludes with a pine 
tree marked X, joining the plantation of Hannah Moore; which title your memorialists derive from a grant 
in 1791 made to their ancestor, Angus Clark, by Governor Quesada, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, 
who inherited the same December 12, 1804. And your memorialists further show that they are, and have 
been, by their agent, in actual possession of said lands; that they are natives of Georgia and residents 
of the West Indies. St. Augustine, December 1, 1823. 

GABRIEL G, PERPALL, 
Attorney for heirs of Constance McFee. 


[Here follows translation of a concession from Governor Quesada to Angus Clark, dated December 10, 


[Here follows translation of a judicial decree by Governor White, with the assistance of his assessor 
general, declaring the validity of Angus Clark’s testamentary settlement in favor of his only daughter, 
Constance McFee, dated December 12, 1804.] 


DECREE. 
* 


Heirs of Constance McFee vs. The United States. For four hundred and forty-six acres. 


_ The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the inheritance of 
claimants established, do confirm the same accordingly. September 30, 1825. 
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TESTIMONY. - 


The heirs of Constance McFee vs. The United States. “For four hundred and forty-six acres of land. 


G. W. Perpall, being sworn on the part of claimants, states that he has heretofore been acting ag 
attorney in fact for Mrs. Constance McFee, and that he has been in possession of the above-named tract 
of land for more than twelve years, and has kept possession of and cultivated said tract for her use ang | 


benefit. 
G. W. PERPALL. 
Before the board in session September 30, 1825. 


No. 119.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Archibald Clarke and Elihu Atwater vs. The United States. Claim for two hundred acres. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on the 
St. John’s river, at or near a place called Jolly’s old field, and also near the place called Cowford; which 
title your memorialists derive from a concession made to William Lee by Governor Quesada, in virtue of 
the royal order of October 29, 1790, who sold the same to Samuel Betts, by deed dated September 5, 1803, 
who subsequently, on the 20th day of June, 1806, conveyed the said land to James Hall, esq., of St. 
John’s county, who, on the eleventh of September instant, conveyed the same to your memorialists. And 
your memorialists further show that the said William Lee, the original grantee, was in actual possession 
of said land, and improved the same for years, as they have been informed and believe; that they are 


citizens of the United States and residents of Georgia. 
ARCHIBALD CLARKE, for self and 
ELIHU ATWATER. 


[Here follows a translation of a concession made to James William Lee by Governor Quesada, dated 
November 11, 1794.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from James W. Lee to Samuel Betts, dated September 5, 1803.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from Samuel Betts to James Hall, dated June 20, 1806.] 

[Here follows a conveyance from James Hall to Archibald Clarke and Elihu Atwater, dated Septem- 
ber 11, 1823. 

[Here flows the deposition of Joseph Summerall, taken before Samuel Fairbanks, justice of the 
peace, May 11, 1824, proving occupation and cultivation of the above land by James W. Lee. ] 

[Here follows the deposition of Eleanor Hall to the same effect as the foregoing, dated May 12, 1824.] 


DECREE. 


Archibald Clarke and Elihu Atwater vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the occupation and 
cultivation by the grantee, with the deraignment to the claimants, being duly proved, they confirm the 
same accordingly. September 30, 1825. 


No. 120.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Elihu Woodruff and others vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the subscribers respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated on the river St. John’s, in the vicinity of a place 
called Rollestown, about six miles southward of the post of Buena Vista, bounded on the west by lands 
granted to a certain Clarkworthy; which title your memorialists derive from a title made to John Moore, 
a free colored man, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who sold the 
same to your memorialists. They would state that the title to Moore bears date November 9, 1805, as 
appears by a certified copy thereof, herewith filed, marked A, and that he conveyed the same to your 
memorialists by his certain deed dated upon the third day of May, 1823; which said deed is herewith 
exhibited, marked B. And your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of the said 
lands; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of East Florida. All of which is respect- 


fully submitted, &c. 
ELIHU WOODRUFF. 
SIDNEY P. HARRIS. 
JAMES MAVER. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title from Governor White to John Moore, dated November 


9, 1805. 
[Here follows a conveyance from John Moore to claimants, dated May 3, 1823.] 


DECREE. 


Elihu Woodruff and others vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, and the deraignment to claimants 
being regular, do confirm the same accordingly. October 26, 1825. 
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No. 121.—See Report No. 1. 
Philip and Mary Dewees vs. The United States. Claim for one hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Philip Dewees and Mary Dewees, his wife, respectfully showeth: That your memo- 
rialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of one hundred acres, situated on Guana river, bounded 
by St. Diego plains to the west, the lands late the property of John M. Sanchez to the north, the Guana 
marsh to the east, and the lands of the late Nicholas Sanchez to the south; the first line running north 5° 
west, 44 chains, to a stake; the second line, south 72° west, 29 chains, to a laurel; the third line, south 5° 
east, to a laurel, 35 chains; the fourth line running east 29 chains to the first corner; which title your 
memorialists derive from a royal title made to the late Francis X. Sanchez by Governor White, in virtue 
of the royal order of October 29, 1790, from whose estate Mary Sanchez, the wife of Philip Dewees, 
inherited the same as one of the heirs of the said Francis X. Sanchez, deceased, upon a division of the 
same, as per royal title marked A, dated February 6, 1811. And your memorialists further show that 
they are in actual possession of said lands; that they are now citizens of the United States and residents 
of the Territory of Florida. 

PHILIP DEWEES. 
MARY DEWEES. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title for the above one hundred acres of land in favor of the 
children and heirs of Francisco Xavier Sanchez, deceased, made by Governor White February 6, 1811.] 


> 


DECREE. 
Philip and Mary Dewees vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the above is a valid Spanish grant, and that the claimants are 
heirs to the grantee, do confirm it accordingly. October 7, 1825. 


No. 122.—See Report No. 1. 
Thomas Moy vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Thomas Moy respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of three hundred and fifty acres, situated at Row’s Bluff, on Bell’s river; first line, north 
39° east, 107 chains, from a stake to a pine; second line, 50° west, 42 chains, to a gum; third, north 39° 
east, 83 chains, to a pine; fourth line formed and bounded by Bell’s river; the first line bounded by James 
Smith, the second by Josiah Smith; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by 
Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; the plat and certificate of which, signed by 
G. J. F. Clarke, are herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
possession of said lands; that he has been a long time a resident of Florida. Your memorialist will, as 


in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 
G. J. F. CLARKE, 


For THOMAS MOY. 


{Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat, dated September 21, 1819, by George J. 
F. Clarke. ] 


DECREE. 
Thomas Moy vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated 
the above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed to claimant said tract by the order of Governor 
Coppinger made in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
Thomas Moy vs. The United States. For three hundred and fifty acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that, at the time the survey in this case 
bears date, the claimant was actually residing on the land embraced by the survey; had been for many 


years before, but does not know whether he resides there at present or not. 
CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me September 21, 1825. 
D. FLOYD. 
No. 123.—See Reporr No. 1. 
John Wingate vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Wingate respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
jand consisting of two hundred acres, situated on Lofton’s swamp, Nassau river; the first line south 65° 
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east, 40 chains, from a pine to a pine; second, north 25° east, 50 chains, to a pine; third, north 65° west 
40 chains, to a pine; fourth, south 25° west, 50 chains, to the pine tree at the beginning—the first line 
bounded by Eleazer Waterman, and the fourth by the same; which title your memorialist derives from q 
grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as by the accompany. 
ing plat and certificate by George J. F. Clarke. And your memorialist further showeth that he ig ip 
actual possession of said lands; that he has long been a resident of East Florida. Your memorialist 


will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &Xc. 
’ GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For JOHN WINGATE. 





[Here follows the certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated October 4, 1818.] 


DECREE. 


John Wingate vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated 
the above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed to claimant said tract by order of Governor 
Coppinger made in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
John Wingate vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that at the time this survey bears date 
the claimant was residing on the lafid embraced by this survey; that is, he had a house on the place, and 


a small piece of ground cleared, that is, three or four acres. And further this deponent saith not. 
CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me September 21, 1825. 
D. FLOYD. 


No. 124.—See Report No. 1. 
Thomas Prevatt vs. The United States. For five hundred and fifty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Thomas Prevatt respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of five hundred and fifty acres, situated on St. Mary’s river; first line south 30° east, 
114 chains, from a stake to a pine; second line south 60° west, 60 chains, to a pine; third line north 30° 
west, to a pine, 30 chains; fourth line north 60° east, 15 chains, to a pine; fifth line north 30° west, 
84 chains, to a pine; sixth line north 60° east, 45 chains, to a stake, at the beginning; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, 
as appears by the accompanying document signed by George J. F. Clarke. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and that he has long been an inhabitant and 
resident of East Florida. He will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 


For THOMAS PREVATT. 


{Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated May 14, 
1818. ] 


DECREE. 
Thomas Prevatt vs. The United States. For five hundred and fifty acres of land. 

The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated 
the above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed it to him by the order of Governor Coppinger 
made in the year 1817, do confirm the same accordingly. 

TESTIMONY. 


Thomas Prevatt vs. The United States. For five hundred and fifty acres of land. 


_ _ E. Stafford, being sworn, says he is acquainted with Thomas Prevatt; that the said Prevatt was 
living where he now resides ever since about the year 1810, on St. Mary’s river. 
E. STAFFORD. 


No. 125.—See Reporr No. 1. 
Frederick Hartley vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 
The petition of Frederick Hartley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of six hundred acres, situated on Old Field branch, J ulington creek, St. John’s river; 
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first line, north 34° west, 80 chains, from a pine to a pine; second, north 40° east, 15 chains, to a pine; 
third, south 34° east, 80 chains, to a pine; fourth, south 40° west, 75 chains, to a pine at the beginning— 
the first line bounded by George Hartley; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as by the plat and certificate of George J. F. 
Clarke presented herewith. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said 
Jands; that he has long been a resident of East Fiorida, Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, ever 


pray, &c. x <4 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For F. HARTLEY. 
[Here follows the translation of certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated July 8, 
1819.] 


DECREE. 
Frederick Hartley vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated 
the above tract, and the surveyor general surveyed it to claimant by order of Governor Coppinger made 
in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4, 1825. 


Frederick Hartley vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that, at the time the survey in this case 
bears date, Frederick Hartley, the claimant, lived on the land embraced by the survey, and had done so 
several years before, and still continues to reside there, or did so last year. 

CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me September 21, 1825. 
D. FLOYD. 


No. 126.—See Report No. 1. 
Peter Sevilly vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Peter Sevilly respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two hundred and fifty acres, situated on Long bay, about seven miles to the northwest 
of St. Augustine; first line, north 30° west, 32 chains, from a pine to a pine; second, north 75° west, 32 
chains, to a pine; third, south 15° west, 25 chains, to a pine; fourth, south 75° east, 25 chains, to a pine; 
fifth, south 30° east, 18 chains, to a pine;:sixth, north 80° east, 25 chains, to a pine at the beginning; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the 
royal order of 1790, as per the copy and certificate of survey by G. J. F. Clarke, herewith presented. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a native of 
East Florida and resident of the same. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 

: GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For PETER SEVILLY. 


[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated July 8, 
1819. } 


DECREE. 


Peter Sevilly vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated the 
above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed to claimant said tract by order of Governor Coppinger 
made in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4, 1825. | 


TESTIMONY. 
Peter Sevilly vs. The United States. For one hundred and fifty acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that, at the time this survey bears date, 
and for two years or more before, the claimant had a cultivated improvement on the land embraced by the 


survey, and still has to this time. 
CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me September 21, 1825. 
D. FLOYD. 
No. 127.—See Report No. 1. 
George Henning vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Henning respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of two hundred acres, situated on Bell’s river near Row’s bluff; the first line of survey 
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beginning at a stake, south 39° west, 40 chains, to a pine; second, south 50° east, to a pine, 50 chains. 
third, north 39° east, 40 chains, to a live-oak; fourth, formed and bounded by Bell’s river; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 
1790, as will appear by the accompanying certificate of said grant, dated October 2, 1805. The certifi. 
cate and plat of survey will be filed when required. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in 
actual possession of the said lands; that he has long been an inhabitant and resident of East Florida, 
Your memorialist, as in duty bound, will pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 


For GEORGE HENNING. 


[Here follows translation of a certified copy of a decree made by Governor White, dated October 2, 
1805. | 
DECREE. 


George Henning vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the cultivation and 
occupation thereof being proved, the board do confirm the same accordingly. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
George Henning vs. The United States. For two hundred acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has known this place to be occupied 
by claimant for twenty years or upwards, and was still occupied in the year 1823 to the knowledge of 


this deponent. 
CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me September 21, 1825. 
D. FLOYD. 


No. 128.—See Reporr No. 1. 
George Hartley vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Hartley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of four hundred acres, situated on Old Field branch, Julington creek, St. John’s river; 
first line, north 34° west, 80 chains, from a pine to a pine; second, south 75° west, 50 chains, to a cypress; 
third, south 34° east, 80 chains, to a pine; fourth, north 75° east, 50 chains, to the pine at the beginning; 
bounded on the first line by Frederick Hartley, and on the fourth by Joseph Summerall; which title your. 
memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 
1790, as per the accompanying plat and certificate by George J. F. Clarke. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he has long been a resident of this province. 
Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 


For GEORGE HARTLEY. 


[Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated July 
4, 1819.] 
DECREE. 


George Hartley vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated the 
above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed it to him by the order of Governor Coppinger made 
in the year 1817, do confirm the same accordingly. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
George Hartley vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that, at the time the survey bears date in 
this case, the claimant, George Hartley, was residing on the land contained in said survey, and, from 
appearances, had raised a crop there the year before. He still resides there, or did last year. 

CHARLES W. CLARKE. 

Before me September 21, 1825. Se 

D. FLOYD. 
No. 129.—See Rerorr No. 1. 


Martha Dell vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Martha Dell respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of four hundred and fifty acres, situated on St. Mary’s river; the first line of which runs 
south 32° west, 50 chains, from a poplar to a pine; second line formed and bounded by St. Mary’s river; 
fourth line formed and bounded by the swamp of Brushy creek; which title your memorialist derives from 
a grant made to her by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, according to the plat 
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and certificate by George J, F. Clarke, presented with this petition. And your memorialist further showeth 
that she is in actual possession of said lands; that she has long been a resident of East Florida. Your 


ialist will ever, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
ii G. J. F. CLARKE, 


; For MARTHA DELL. 
[Here follows a translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated May 


96, 1818.] 
DECREE. 


Martha Dell vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated 
the above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed to claimant said tract by order of Governor 
Coppinger made in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
Martha Dell vs. The United States. For four hundred and fifty acres of land. 


Ellis Stafford, being sworn, says that he is acquainted with Martha Dell; that she settled on St. 
Mary’s river in the year 1814 or 1815, and resided there until the year 1817 or 1818, when the ‘place was 
taken possession of by Maxey Dell, and held under her until now. 

E. STAFFORD. 


No. 130.—See Reporr No. 1. 
William McCulley vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William McCulley repectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on St. Mary’s river, high up; the first line, south 74° 
east, 50 chains, from a pine to a pine; second line, south 16° west, 60 chains, to a pine; third line, north 
14° west, 50 chains, to a pine; fourth line, north 16° east, 60 chains, to the pine at the beginning; which 
title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal 
order of 1790, as will appear by the accompanying documents, signed by George J. F. Clarke. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he has long been a 
resident of East Florida. Your memorialist will, as in duty bound, every pray, &c. 

GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For WILLIAM McCULLEY. 


[Here follows translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated Septem- 
ber 8, 1818.] 
DECREE. 


William McCulley vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated the 
above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed it to him by the order of Governor Coppinger made 
in the year 1817, do confirm the same accordingly. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
William McCulley vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


E. Stafford, being sworn, says that he knows William McCulley; says he séttled on St. Mary’s river, 
high up the river, in the year 1807, and continued to reside there until the insurrection, when he was 
broke up; afterwards he went back and stayed one year, and made acrop in 1813; since that time a 
person has held possession and cultivated under him up to the present time. 

ELLIS STAFFORD. 


No 131.—See Report No. 1. 
Edward Dixon vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Edward Dixon respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of one hundred acres situated on Pigeon creek, St. Mary’s river; first line, south 71° east, 
35 chains, from a stake to a pine; second, south 19° west, 29 chains, to a pine; third, north 71° west, 
35 chains, to a pine; fourth line, formed and bounded by Pigeon creek; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as per accompany- 
ing plat and certificate by George J. F. Clarke. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in 
actual possession of said lands; that he has long been a resident of East Florida. Your memorialist will, 


as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For EDWARD DIXON. 


, | Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey and a plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated May 
4, 1818.] 
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DECREE, 


Edward Dixon vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated the 
above tract, and the surveyor general surveyed it to him by order of Governor Coppinger made in the 
year 1817, do confirm the same accordingly. 


TESTIMONY. 


Edward Dixon vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


E. Stafford, being sworn, says that he is acquainted with Edward Dixon; that the said Dixon 
settled on Pigeon creek, St. Mary’s river, about the year 1814, and has resided there ever since the last 
year; since which time he has a man residing there. 

ELLIS STAFFORD, 


No. 132.—See Reporr No. 1. 
William and John Lofton vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William and John Lofton respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to 
a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on north of Julington creek, St. John’s river; 
first line, north 25° west, 62 chains, from a cypress to a pine; second, south 65° west, 50 chains, to a 
pine; third, south 45° degrees east, 84 chains, to a cypress; fourth line formed and bounded by Juling- 
ton creek; which title your memorialists derived from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in 
virtue of the royal order of 1790, as will appear by the accompanying document, signed by George J. F. 
Clarke. And your memorialists further show that they have long been in actual possession of said 
lands; that they are natives of this province, and residents of the same. Your memorialists will, as in 
duty bound, ever pray, &c. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE, for the Petitioners. 


[Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated July 6, 


1819. | 
DECREE. 


William and John Lofton vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated the 
above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed to claimant said tract by order of Governor Cop- 
pinger made in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4, 1825. 


No. 183.—See Report No. 1. 


Joseph Prevatt vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Joseph Prevatt respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of four hundred acres, situated on Turner’s swamp, St. Mary’s river; first line, north 27° 
west, 47 chains, from a pine to a pine; second line, north 63° east, 75 chains, to a pine; third, south 27° 
east, 54 chains, to a stake; fourth, south 63° west, 65 chains, to a stake; fifth, north 30° west, 10 chains, to 
a stake; sixth, south 60° west, 29 chains, to the pine at the beginning; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as will appear by 
the annexed documents signed by George J. F. Clarke. And your memorialist further showeth that he is, 
and for many years has been, in actual possession of said lands; that he has long been a resident of Hast 
Florida. Your petitioner will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 

. GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
For JOSEPH PREVATT. 

[Here follows translation of a certificate of conveyance and plat made by George J. F. Clarke, dated 
October 10, 1818.] 

DECREE. 


Joseph Prevatt vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the claimant occupied and cultivated the 
above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed it to him by the order of Governor Coppinger made 
in the year 1817, do confirm the same accordingly. November 4, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 


Joseph Prevatt vs. The United States. For four hundred acres of land. 


E. Stafford, being sworn, says he is acquainted with Joseph Prevatt; that said Prevatt settled where 
he now resides about nine years ago, and has continued to reside there ever since. His place is on St. 
Mary’s river. 


E. STAFFORD. 
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No. 134.—See Report No. 1. 


James Plummer vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of James Plummer respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims§title to a tract 
of land consisting of three hundred acres of land, situated on the north of Julington creek, St. John’s river; 
first line, north 15° west, 40 chains, from a live-oak to a pine; second, north 75° east, 77 chains, to a oii 
third, south 15° east, 40 chains, to a gum; fourth line formed and bounded by Julington creek; bounded 
on the second and third sides by Robert Pritchard; which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, as per document of survey by 
George J. F. Clarke herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 

ossession of said lands; that he has long been a resident of East Florida. Your petitioner will, as in 
duty bound, ever pray, &c. 


GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For JAMES PLUMMER. 


[Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey and plat by George J. F. Clarke, dated July 
18, 1819. ] 


DECREE. 


James Plummer vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained by the evidence adduced that the’ claimant occupied and cultivated 
the above tract, and that the surveyor general surveyed to claimant said tract by order of Governor 
Coppinger made in the year 1817, do confirm the same to claimant. November 4,{1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
James Plummer vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that at the time of the survey, and for 
two years before, the claimant in this case was residing on the land embraced by his survey, but whether 
he still resides there this deponent cannot say. 

CHARLES W. CLARKE. 

Before me September 21, 1825. 

D. FLOYD. 


[Nos. 185 to 173, inclusive, were not réturned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


No. 1.—See Reporr No.2. 
Charles Seton vs. The United States. For one thousand four hundred acres. 


To Messrs. Alex. Hamilton, W. W. Blair, and D. Floyd, commissioners now sitting in St. Augustine, East 
Florida: 


Memorial of Charles Seton, merchant and planter, residing in the town of Fernandina, stating his right to 
the following land, granted by authority of his Catholic Majesty Ferdinand VII. 


GRANT No. l. 


A grant for 1,400 acres of land on the river Nassau, as per plat annexed; the first line commencing 
at the river Nassau, below the juncture with Thomas’ creek, running due south, 100 chains, to a pine tree; 
second line running due west, 118 chains, to a pine tree; third line, due north, 95 chains, to a pine tree, 
and through the marsh to Thomas’ creek, down Thomas’ creek to the river Nassau, up the river Nassau 
until it joins plat No. 2; vacant land on the south and west line granted by Governor Kindelan March 1, 
1815, being a full tract for my headright, which has been settled, and buildings are now on it; 1,251 acres 
in one plot, and 149 acres in the plot of 520. Terms complied with in full. Fernandina, October 15, 1823. 

CHARLES SETON. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Charles Seton, inhabitant and merchant of Fernandina, in the island of Amelia, with due respect, 
States to your excellency that he is one of the first who established themselves on that island, from the 
prosecution of whose commerce and usefulness much advantage has accrued to the royal treasury; he has 
complied with all the obligations of a good citizen subject, and is grateful for the benefits which this 
government bestows through the hands of your excellency on those individuals who have the honor and 
satisfaction of being subject to it. Through all which, and having a family, and having some slaves, 
subsistence for whom is at present precarious from the change of circumstances in the commerce of said 
island, and for the purpose of employing them in agriculture, thereby to insure their subsistence and that 
of his family: Wherefore he prays your excellency that, taking into consideration the proofs which he has 
offered of his good faith and true allegiance, and also his said family, consisting, with your memorialist, 
of five white persons and twenty slaves, property in which he will prove, if required, your excellency 
. will have the goodness to grant 1,400 acres of land in full property, or by concession, under the circum- 
stances with which this government has formerly made such, appointing said concession to be made on 
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the river Nassau, in the vacant places which he shall point out, and give an account of for its confirma. 
tion. Which favor he hopes to obtain from the justice of your excellency. 
CHARLES SETON. 


Sefior GovERNOR. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, March 1, 1815. 


Taking into consideration what Don Carlos Seton sets forth in this memorial, let there be granted to 
him the 1,400 acres of land which he solicits, without injury to a third person, and in a vacant place, with 
the understanding that as sodn as he expressly points out those which suit him, and presents the surve 
and plat, with the proof of his having improved them in a suitable manner, there shall be delivered to him 
a title in absolute property without occasioh for passing more time. This decree serving in the meantime 
to prove the grant which is made him of said lands, which, authenticated in a copy with the preceding 
memorial, shall be granted him by the present notary, in whose office the proceedings will be deposited. 

KINDELAN, 


Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government pro tem. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation.] . 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor, appointed 
by the government of the said “place and province: I certify that, by concession of the government in 
favor of Carlos Seton, I have surveyed and laid off twelve hundred and fifty-one acres of land on the river 
Nassau, at a place known by the name of Houston’s swamp, which in locality, class, and survey, agrees 
with the following plat and its copy kept in the book of surveys in my charge. Fernandina, May 16, 


1816. 
G. J. F. CLARKE, 


[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. } 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the local militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the government of said place and province: I certify that this government having granted 
to Don Carlos Seton a portion of Jands on the river Nassau, I have measured and laid off, in a part, five 
hundred and twenty acres on the said river, and ata place named Roundabout, which is equal in its 
situation and survey to the following plat, and agreeable to its copy preserved in the book of surveys 
in my charge. Amelia Island, May 16, 1816. . 

G. J. F. CLARKE. 


[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The board having ascertained that this was a valid grant under the late Spanish government, they 
therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. April 12. 


No. 2.—See Report No. 2. 
James A. Hutchinson’s heirs vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of James A. Hutchinson, for himself and the other heirs of James Hutchinson, late a 
Spanish subject, residing in East Florida, deceased, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist, for 
himself and the said heirs, claims title to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, situated on an 
island in the Jagoon, which runs south from the mouth of Indian river to Jupiter inlet; which title your 
memorialists derive from a grant or concession made to the said James Hutchinson, deceased, by Henry 
White, governor of the province of East Florida, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, as well 
as in consideration that the said James Hutchinson had abandoned two thousand acres of land that had 
been previously granted to him on the first hammock south of Indian river, all of which will appear 
in the accompanying document marked A, bearing date April 17, 1807. Your memorialist further shows 
that the said James Hutchinson took actual possession of the said island and made improvements thereon; 
and that at the time of his death, which happened in August, 1808, before he could have the lands surveyed, 
his family, twelve in number, (see documents marked C and B,) resided on the tract of two thousand acres. 
In consequence of the death of the said James Hutchinson, and the helpless condition of his family, they 
were compelled to leave the island and return to their friends in the United States. This they did with 
the approbation of Governor White. The situation of the lands claimed being so remote from the inhabited 
part of the province, and surrounded by Indians, your memorialists have not been able to reoccupy the 
said lands. They therefore pray that their title to the said two thousand acres, as granted to the said 
James Hutc. inson, may be confirmed; and, as in duty bound, they will ever pray. 

GEORGE MURRAY, Attorney for Petitioners. 
The petitioners are residing now in the State of Mississippi. 
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A. 


[Translation. ] 


Sr. Aveustine, East Florida, April 13, 1807. 
To the governor : 

Don James Hutchinson, the only inhabitant in the vicinity of the river Ys, (Indian river,) respectfully 
showeth: That your excellency was pleased to grant him two thousand acres of land in the first hammock to 
the south of said river; but finding that said hammock, on the main, was very much exposed to the incur- 
sions of the Indians, and with little hopes of being protected by other immediate settlements, he has therefore 
established himself on an island extending from said river to the entrance of Jove, and is formed by the 
creek named Santa Lucia on the west and the ocean on the east, consisting of a narrow strip of land, 
the greatest part sand hills, with only a piece of hammock, where your memorialist has established him- 
self, and contains about three hundred and fifty acres, there being no other spot that admits of cultivation, 
as the rest consists of said sand hills, mangroves, and palmettos, and some spots of low land which 
experience has taught your memorialist are suitable for raising swine, to which he intends particularly to 
dedicate himself. Agreeable, therefore, to the reasons above stated, he begs your excellency will be 
pleased to grant him the said island in place of the former grant of the two thousand acres of land, where 
he considers himself rather more protected from the Indians, who commit acts of depredation and violence 
when they find a single family, and he can, without being molested, attend to the raising of cattle. 

J. HUTCHINSON. 


Sr. Aveustine, April 14, 1807. 


Admit from the memorialist the return he makes of the two thousand acres of land granted him on 
the river Ys, and, in place thereof, he is permitted to reside on the island where he has established himself, 
for the reasons he sets forth, until the land be measured according to the number of his family and work- 
ing hands he may have. 
WHITE. 


A certificate was given. 
PIERRA. 


Norr.—The certificate of the two thousand acres of land granted him on the river Ys, he said, was 
lost with the rest of his papers in the gale which took place in September of the preceding year. 
PIERRA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


C. 


STATEMENT. 


In the summer of the year 1808 I saw my brother (now deceased) James Hutchinson, who was then 
settled on an island at the mouth of Indian river, in East Florida, then and since called “ Hutchinson’s 
island.” I then understood from him that, in consequence of his relinquishing a settlement he had made 
previously, he was to receive the whole of the island where he then was located; that the number of his 
family, and others with him, would entitle him thereto, and that Governor White had been pleased so to 
decree. He had lived in Florida a number of years, but how long I do not now recollect. In the month 
of September, 1808, and not many weeks after I had the above-mentioned interview, I received an account 
of his death, which happened about the last of August preceding. I immediately wrote on and made 
arrangements to bring his wife and young children to this State, first making application to Governor 
White to obtain leave for them to visit the United States during pleasure. This I had always believed, 
and do still believe, was granted by Governor White to answer the purpose intended by him, as well as 
the friends of the widow and her family, that such absence should not operate as an abandonment of their lands; 
and, under this express understanding, the family came to Georgia, leaving, however, a young man, who 
had for some time composed one of the household, in charge of the settlement, to look after it for them or 
in their behalf. The widow and children arrived in Savannah some time in the month of November, 1808. 
Some time after this, (the particular time I do not recollect, ) the eldest son of my deceased brother was, by 
his mother and myself, fitted out to go and look after and take charge of the said island property. I heard 
of him in Florida, but have not heard from him for several years, and he is now believed to be dead. In all 
this lapse of time it never was, as I believe, the intention of the widow or her children to give up or 
abandon their just and equitable claim to the property, for the attainment and safe-keeping of which my 
brother lost his life, leaving a large and helpless family. 

JOSEPH HUTCHINSON. 


State or Grorera, ’ “ 
City of Augusto, } Notary Public’s Office. 

I, John G. Cowling, notary public for the city of Augusta aforesaid, duly admitted, lawfully appointed 
and sworn, do hereby certify that, on the date of the day hereof, personally came and appeared before 
me Colonel Joseph Hutchinson, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that the facts set forth in the 
above statement, within his own knowledge, are true, and such as relate to the knowledge of others he 
believes to be true; and he further swears that he is no ways interested in the above-mentioned claim, 
nor will be gainer or loser by the issue or event. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Augusta aforesaid, April 24, 1823. 

JOHN G. COWLING, N. P. [1 s.] 
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B. 
ADDITIONAL STATEMENT. 


Colonel Joseph Hutchinson, of the city of Augusta, in the State of Georgia, further states, on oath 
and in addition to the statement made by him of this date, viz: That the number of his late brother's 
family, when he brought them from Florida, as mentioned in his other statement, were twelve, consisting 
of the widow and seven children, and four negroes; besides which, the deponent understood, and fa 
believes, that one child died on the island, and that a number of negroes had been stolen or carried off 
by pirates or wreckers. Tlie deponent further states that the reasons which induced him to cause the 
said family to be brought away were, that the husband and father being dead, they had no protector, and 
were exposed to the maraudings of wreckers and Indians, and that it was always the intention of the 
family to return when they could do so with safety. The deponent further saith that he was possessed 
of a large parcel of paper and written documents belonging to said family, which they brought with them 
from Florida, among which he thinks it very probable there were some which would have been material 
in the final adjustment of their claim to said land, but that the whole of them were consumed by the fire 
which destroyed this deponent’s property in Augusta in the year 1817. 

JOSEPH HUTCHINSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me April 24, 1823. 
JOHN G. COWLING, Notary Public. 


B. 


[Translation. | 


Sr. Aveustine, August 22, 1803. 


SreXor Governor: Don James Hutchinson, a new settler admitted under the protection of his Catholic 
Majesty, with due respect, presents. himself to your excellency, and states that it is his intention to 
establish himself in this province, applying himself to agriculture, with his slaves, twenty in number, and 
his family, consisting of his wife and seven children; and he also intends to procure more slaves with the 
value of the lands he possesses in Georgia; and in order to carry his intentions into effect, he prays your 
excellency to be pleased to grant him two thousand acres of planting land in the territory of Indian river, 
on the south side of the bar, on the bank of the said bar to the south, said lands beginning at the first 
hammock on said bank; which land he promises to cultivate within the term which the government grants 
to the other inhabitants, and possibly in less. 

J. HUTCHINSON. 


Sr. Aveustine, August 23, 1803. 


Let there be granted to this party the land which he solicits, without injury to a third person, and 
until, according to the number of workers he may have for its cultivation, the corresponding quantity 
shall be assigned him, it being well understood that he shall take possession of said land within the term 
of six-months, counted from the date. 

WHITE. 


PIERRA. 


A certificate issued. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 
Territory OF Fiorina, County of Mosquito: 

Personally appeared before me, Horatio 8. Dexter, a justice of the peace for said county, Andreas 
Roach, and, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that about the year 1807 he was employed by James 
Hutchinson to assist in forming a settlement on Hillsborough island, near Jupiter inlet; that while in the 
employ of said Hutchinson, the deponent, with several slaves, the property of said Hutchinson, erected 
three buildings, and cleared and planted on said island about thirty-five acres of land; that the deponent 
was employed about eight months the first time, and six months the second, and five months the third 
time; the two latter periods the employment of the deponent was principally in that of fishing and 
wrecking. And deponent further says that the family of the said Hutchinson consisted of nine white persons 
and five slaves; and the said Hutchinson continued to occupy and plant the land of said island about six 
years, when said Hutchinson was drowned on his passage from St. Augustine to Indian river, And the 
deponent further saith that the family of said Hutchinson removed to the State of Georgia after his said 
decease. 


hi 
ANDREAS 4 ROACH. 


mark. 


Sworn to before me August 4, 1825. 
HORATIO S. DEXTER, J. P. 


DECREE. 
Heirs of James Hutchinson vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. . 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, the conditions of which 
were complied with, do recommend the same to Congress for confirmation. September 20, 1825. 


No. 3.—See Reporr No. 2. 
Catalina de Tesus Hijuelos vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East £lorida: 


The petition of Catalina de Tesus Hijuelos respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title 
to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, situated about forty miles west from Buena Vista, in 
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the part called the Big Grove, bounded as follows: beginning at a stake and running south fifty-five 
degrees west, one hundred chains, to a stake; thence north thirty-five degrees west, two hundred chains, 
to a stake; thence north fifty-five degrees east, one hundred chains, to a stake; thence south thirty-five 
degrees east, two hundred chains, to the beginning, (see plat by Burgevin, marked B;) which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to her by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, 
as the legal representative of her son, Francisco de Entralgo, of the third battalion of Cuba, and who died 
in consequence of wounds received in the service of his coggittry in 1812, (see document marked I.) And 
your memorialist further showeth that she has legal possession of said lands; that she is a Spanish 
subject now in Cuba, and that on July 10, 1821, she was an inhabitant of St. Augustine. She prays that 
her title to the said two thousand acres of land may be confirmed; and, as in duty bound, &c. 
CATALINA T, HIJUELOS, 
By GEORGE MURRAY. 


[Translation.] 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royai armies, political and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal domain of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, for his Majesty: 


Whereas, by a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve the favor and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, both 
regulars and militia, who assisted in its defence at the time of the rebellion, one of the said favors being 
the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of the family each one may have; that on the 30th May 
of the present year, Donna Catalina de Tesus Hijuelos, widow, and the mother of Don Francisco de Entralgo, 
formerly a volunteer in the third battalion of Cuba, presented herself, making mention of the merit and 
services of her said son, who died in consequence of wounds received from individuals of the said rebellion, 
soliciting the concession of two thousand acres of land; they were granted to her at a place known by 
the name of the Big Hammock, distant forty miles, a little more or less, from the port of Buena Vista, on 
the west side of the river St. John’s, its survey beginning on the north side of said place, and following the 
boundaries of those granted to Don Antonio Alvarez and Don Tomas de Aguilar, as my decree of the same 
date accredits, made to the proceedings moved for by the said Donna Catalina, which exist in the archives 
of the notary of government: Wherefore, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the 
said Donna Catalina de Tesus Hijuelos the said two thousand acres of land at the place expressed, for 
herself, her heirs and successors, in absolute property, and to expedite to her, as by these presents I do, 
the correspondent title, by which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said 
lands; and I cede and transfer it to the said Donna Catalina de Tesus Hijuelos, her heirs and successors, 
that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance, with 
all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has had, and in fact can belong and 
appertain to it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all which 
I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned secretary of this government, brevet 
lieutenant of the army, Don Tomas de Aguilar, and by the officer of the secretary’s office, Don Antonio 
Alvarez, whom I have named for assistant witnesses for the purpose, on account of the interested being 
mother to the said notary of government and royal domain. St. Augustine, Florida, December 7, 1817. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

By command of his excellency: 

Tomas DE AGUILAR. 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ. 


This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives of the notary of government and the 
royal domain; and at the desire of the party, I sign and seal these presents, with the assistant witnesses, 
on common paper, the stamped not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, December 7, 1817. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

Tomas DE AGUILAR. 

Antonio ALVAREZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be @ true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


(Translation.] 


Dou Andres Burgevin, as surveyor, named by a decree of this government on the 11th June of this present 
year, in favor of the interested: I certify that I have measured and laid off for Donna Catalina de Tesus 
Hijuelos a piece of land which contains two thousand acres, situated on the great hammock which goes 
from the river Oke Coka, and runs towards the Indian villages named Alachua; said land is distant five 
miles from said river of Oke Coka, and bounded on the south by lands of Don Tomas de Aguilar, and on 
the north side by lands of Don Gabriel G. Perpall, and being in its other circumstances conformable to 
the accompanying plat; for the confirmation of which I give these presents, and sign in St. Augustine, 


Florida, September 9, 1819. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


This copy is taken from the original. ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


[The plat is annexed. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
. F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE. 


The board having ascertained the foregoing to be a valid Spanish grant for the two thousand acres 
made previous to January 24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. December 
14, 1825 
, : 
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No. 4.—See Report No. 2. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For two thousand six hundred and eleven acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain certain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist claims title to 
a tract of land consisting of two thousand six hundred and eleven acres, more or less, situated on the west 
side of St. John’s river, and on the south by Doctor’s lake or creek, called Laurel Grove, on the south b 
Doctor’s lake, on the east by the river St. John’s, on the north by land now or late the property of John 
Arnold, and on the west by a marked line; which line commences on the west line of the said Arnold, 
beginning on the river St. John’s, running west 35 chains, thence north 18 chains, thence west 30 chains, 
thence south 35 chains; another line, beginning on the St. John’s river, running south 80° west, 95 chains; 
thence south 10° east, 46 chains; thence south 80° west, 55 chains; thence south 10° east, 80 chains; 
thence south 65° east, 28 chains, to the aforesaid; thence, from the last corner, south 60° west, 105 chains; 
thence south 20° west, 63} chains, to crook; thence south 3° west, 26 chains, to the Doctor’s lake; thence 
north 33 chains, thence west 33 chains, thence south 38 chains, to the Doctor’s lake; which title your memo- 
rialist derives from a grant made to William Pengree by Governor Estrada, in virtue of the royal order 
of October 29, 1790, whose widow, Rebecca Pengree, duly authorized by the Spanish tribunal for that 
purpose, as reference to the documents in the office of the archives will more fully appear, to sell the said 
lands and plantation, and did accordingly sell the same to your memorialist November 26, 1803, as per 
deed of sale herewith exhibited, marked Z.K. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual 
legal possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory of 


Florida. 
ZEPHANIAH KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Pedro Marrot, captain of the third battalion of the infantry regiment of Cuba, and judge commis- 
sioned by his excellency the governor and commander-in-chief of this province of East Florida for the survey 
and laying off of lands ordered to be distributed by command of his Majesty: I certify that at the planta- 
tion called Laurel Grove there have been measured for the inhabitant Don William Pengree, whose family 
consists, under the oath which he has taken, of fifty-one persons, in the following form: husband, wife, and 
one son, with forty-eight negro slaves; for which family there have been delivered to him fifty-two cabal- 
lerias and twenty acres of land, which is part of what corresponds to him. The first line runs south 80° 
west; begins by a red oak, on the bank of the river, with a cross and ends with a pine tree of the same 
mark; it measures 95 chains. The second line runs south 10° east; begins by said pine tree and ends by 
another with the same mark; it measures 46 chains. The third runs south 80° west; begins by said pine 
tree and ends with another; it measures 55 chains. The fourth, south 10° east; begins by said pine tree 
and ends with a stake marked with a cross; it measures 80 chains. The fifth runs south 65° east; begins 
by said stake and ends with an ash on the bank of Doctor’s creek; it measures 28 chains: its front runs 
part on the bank of said creek and part on the bank of the river St. John—all according to the orders 
which I have. The interested signed it with the surveyor, Don Samuel Eastlake. In proof of which, and 
that it may serve for the information of the secretary of this government, to whom the interested have to 
apply for their respective titles, I give the present copy of the original, which remains in my possession. 
River St. John’s, December 1, 1791. 

PEDRO MARROT. 


SAMUEL EASTLAKE. 
[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F, J. FATIO, 8. B. L. C. 


[Translation ] 


Don Pedro Marrot, captain of the third battalion of the infantry regiment of Cuba, and judge commis- 
sioned by the government and commander-in-chief of this province of East Florida for the survey of lands 
commanded to be distributed by order of his Majesty: I certify that at the plantation called Cook there 
have been measured and delivered three caballerias of land to the inhabitant Don William Pengree, on 
account of what corresponds to him. The first line runs north; begins by a pine tree marked with a cross 
and ends with a stake with the same mark; it measures 33 chains. The second runs west; begins by said 
stake and ends with another with the same mark; it measures 33 chains. The third runs south; begins 
by said stake and ends with a pine tree with the same mark; it measures 33 chains: this line bounds the 
land of the said Pengree, known as Pengree. The fourth runs east; begins by the said pine tree and ends 
by another marked with the same mark of across; it measures 33 chains—all according to the orders 
which I have. The interested signed jointly with me and the surveyor, Don Josiah Dupont. In proof 
whereof, and that it may serve for information at the office of the secretary of this government, to whom 
the parties have to apply for their respective titles, I give these presents in book. River St. John’s, Feb- 


ruary 18, 1793. 
PEDRO MARROT. 
JOSIAH DUPONT. 


[Here follows the plat.] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of public archives. 


F. J. FATIO, &. B. L. C. 
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[Translation. ] 


Don Pedro Marrot, captain of the third battalion of the infantry regiment, &c., &c.: I certify that at 
the plantation called Laurel Spring there have been surveyed and delivered eighteen caballeras, and 
twenty-six acres of land (on account of what corresponds to him) to the inhabitant Don William Pengree. 
The first line runs south 75° east; begins with an ash marked with a cross on the bank of Doctor’s creek, 
and ends with a stake of the same mark; this line bounds the lands of said Pengree known as Laurel 
Grove; it measures 28 chains. The second runs south 60° west; begins by said stake and ends with a 
pine tree with the same mark; it measures 105 chains. The third runs south 20° west; begins by the said 
pine tree and ends by a stake with the same mark; it measures 63 chains and 50 links. The fourth runs 
north 87° west; begins by said stake and ends with another marked with the same mark of a cross, on 
the bank of the said Doctor’s creek; it measures 26 chains; its front runs on the bank of the said creek— 
all according to the orders I have. The interested signed this jointly with me and the surveyor, Don 
Josiah Dupont. In proof whereof, and that it may serve for information at the office of the secretary of 
this government, to whom the parties have to apply for their respective titles, I give these presents at 
Laurel Spring, river St. John’s, and Doctor’s creek, February 16, 1793. 

PEDRO MARROT. 


[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Pedro Marrot, &c., &c.: 1 certify that in the plantation called Good-fortune there have been 
measured and delivered three caballerias and twenty-one acres of land (which completes what he is 
entitled to) to the inhabitant William Pengree. The first line runs west; begins by a maple marked with 
a cross on the bank of the river St. John’s and ends by a pine tree with the same mark, bounding the lands 
by Jona. Arnold; it measures 35 chains. The second runs north; begins by said pine and ends by another 
with the same mark, bounding also the lands of the said Arnold; it measures 18 chains. The third line 
runs west; begins by said pine tree and ends by another with the same mark; it measures 30 chains. 
The fourth runs south; begins by said pine tree and ends with a live-oak of the same mark; it measures 
35 chains. The fifth runs south 80° west; begins by said live-oak and ends with a red oak marked with 
the same mark of a cross, on the bank of the river St. John’s; it measures 65 chains; this line bounds 
the lands of the said Pengree known as Laurel Grove; its front runs on the bank of the said river—all 
according to the orders which I have. The interested signed this jointly with me and the surveyor, Don 
Josiah Dupont. In proof whereof, and that it may serve for information at the office of the secretary of 
government, where the parties are to apply for their respective titles, I give these presents at Good-fortune, 
river St. John’s, February 19, 1793. 

PEDRO MARROT 


[Here follows the plat.] 
JOSIAH DUPONT. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, 8. B. L. C. 


[Here follows the translation of a conveyance from the widow of William Pengree to claimant, dated 
November 26, 1803.] 


DECREE. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant made to William Pengree, whose 
widow sold and conveyed it to claimant, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. Decem- 
ber 15. 


No. 5.—See Reporr No. 2. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Z. Kingsley, by his attorney, George Gibbs, showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, situated in Twelve-mile swamp; bounded on the 
south by lands of George Clarke, on the north by lands of Philip R. Yonge, on the east by a line running 
north 22° west, 199 chains, and on the west by a line running south 22° east, 199 chains, as per plat 
marked 6; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist January 18, 1816, 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, herewith submitted; and further 
reference is made to the documents in the office of the public archives of the Territory. And your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he was, at the exchange of flags, and is now, in legal possession of said lands; 
ne he . a citizen of the Territory of Florida and resident of said Territory. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

ZEPH. KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Altorney in fact. 
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(Translation. ] 
Title of property. 
Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel, &c., &c., &e.: 


Whereas, in a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that lands should be 
surveyed gratis to those foreigners who, of their own free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to 
our sovereign, in proportion to the workers which each family have; that Don Zeph. Kingsley having 
presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the government, and there were granted to him, two 
thousand acres of land, situated at a place known by the name of Twelve-mile swamp, which land igs 
known and distinguished under the following dimensions and boundaries: the first line runs east: its 
measurement consists of 110 chains; its measurement begins by an oak marked with a cross, on the 
western edge of a swamp, which ends with a pine tree marked with a cross on the opposite side. The 
second line runs north 224° west; its measurement consists of 199 chains; begins with said pine tree and 
ends with another of the same kind marked with a cross. The third line runs west; its measurement 
consists of 110 chains; begins by said pine tree and ends with another marked with a cross. The fourth 
line runs south 223° east; its measurement consists of 199 chains; begins by said pine tree and ends 
with the oak aforesaid, where the first line began, as results from the certificate given by the surveyor 
general appointed by this government, Don George Clarke, dated October 20, 1815, with the corresponding 
plat, which he has attested in continuation of it; and as no title has been issued for the security and 
proof of his dominion to the said lands, that he has made buildings on them, cultivated them, and finally 
complied with all the other conditions which the government has established for grants and concessions 
of this nature, existing in the titles delivered to other settlers, as is set forth in the proceedings moved 
by the interested, soliciting that the corresponding title should be issued to him for the land which he has 
already measured and laid off, and of which he is in possessior: Wherefore, and in consideration of every- 
thing, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, unto the said Don Zeph. Kingsley the said 
two thousand acres of land in absolute property, for himself, his heirs and successors, and despatch to 
him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which I separate the royal domain from the 
right and dominion it had to said land; and I cede and transfer it unto the said Kingsley, his heirs and 
successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encun- 
brance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has had, 
has, and of custom and by law belong or may appertain unto it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and 
alienate it as may best suit them. To all which I give the sanction of my authority, as I can and of 
right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and the 
royal domain, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 18, 1816. , 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By command of his excellency: 
JuaAN DE Entratco, Notary of Government and the Royal Domain pro tem. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREE. 


The board having ascertained that the above is a valid Spanish grant for the two thousand acres made 
to the claimant, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. December 15. 


No. 6.—See Reporr No. 2. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by his attorney George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, more or less, situated on the 
island called Drayton island, at the entrance of Lake George, bounded on all sides by the river St. John’s 
and Lake George, it being an island, as per royal title certified by Juan de Entralgo, government notary, 
dated July 27, 1821, per exhibit K; to which and to other documents in the office of the archives of the 
Territory, will more fully appear by reference to the same; which title your memorialist derives from a 
royal title made to George Sibbald for part by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of October 
29, 1790, who sold your memorialist fifteen hundred acres of the said island, being all his interest and 
right in the same; and the rest and residue of the said island was granted to your memorialist by the 
same Governor Kindelan, as per the aforementioned title, reference to the documents in the office of the 
public archives, will more fully appear. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual posses- 
sion of said lands; that he is now a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 

ZEPHANIAH KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Translation.] 
Title of property in favor of Don Zephaniah Kingsley, of Drayton island. 


Don Sebastian Kindelan and O’Regan, knight of the order of St. James, brigadier of the royal armies, 
political and military governor of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, in a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that lands shouid be 
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ranted and surveyed gratis to those foreigners who, of their own free will, offer themselves to swear 
allegiance to our sovereign, in proportion to the number of workers each family may have; that Don 
George Sibbald having presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the government, and had 
ranted unto him, fifteen hundred acres of land on October 6, 1804, in the island called Drayton, at the 
entrance of Lake George, in the river St. John’s, which he ceded to Don Zeph. Kingsley, with all its im- 
rovements, to whom it was adjudged in solutwm, in virtue of the agreement of the parties authorized by 
a decree of this said government of July 18, 1811; and afterwards, by a decree of the 4th of September 
of the same year, there was granted to the aforesaid Kingsley five hundred acres more, which were vacant 
in the said island, which, in all, might contain about two thousand acres, more or less, as appears more 
at length from the documents and certificates which are annexed to the proceeding moved by the said 
Kingsley, soliciting that there should be issued in his favor the corresponding title for the lands which 
the said island of Drayton contains: Wherefore, and considering that he has already passed more than ten 
years of an uninterrupted possession to obtain the useful and directed dominion to the said island of 
Drayton, made buildings on it, cultivated it, and finally complied with all the other coaditions established 
by the government for grants and concessions of this nature, existing in the titles delivered to other settlers, 
as is set forth and proved in the said proceeding, I have granted, as in the nameof his Majesty I do grant, 
unto the aforesaid Don Zephaniah Kingsley the said Drayton island, for himself, his heirs and successors, 
in absolute property; and in despatching to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by 
which I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said land; and I cede and transfer 
it unto the said Kingsley, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, 
use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, 
and services, which it has had, has, and of custom and by law belong and may appertain unto it; and, at 
their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all which I give the sanction of 
my authority as I can, and of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 
Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and the royal 
domain, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 7, 1815. 
SEBASTIAN KINDELAN. 
By command of his excellency: 
JuAN DE Entratco, Notary of Government pro tem. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


on file in the office of the public archives. 
FRANCIS J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE, 


The board having ascertained that this claim is covered by a British grant, they therefore order that 
it be reported to Congress for their determination. December 15. 


No. 7.—See Report No. 2. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For one thousand one hundred and fifty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand one hundred and fifty acres, 
situated on Big Dun’s creek, St. John’s river, and contained within the following lines: the first line runs 
north 20° east, is in length 130 chains, bounded by vacant land; the second line runs south 70° east, is in 
length 70 chains, and also bounded by vacant land; the third line runs seuth 25° east, is in length 29 
chains, bounded by Lewis Christopher’s land; the fourth line runs south 20° west, and measures t10 
chains, bounded by John Houston’s land; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him 
by Governor Coppinger April 10, 1817, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815. Your memorialist 
further showeth that he is now in actual possession of said land, and was so at the time of the cession; 
that he is an inhabitant of Florida and resident of Amelia island. The title, niarked A, is annexed; the 
survey will be produced when required. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, © 
By his attcrney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Translation.] 


Title of property of one thousand one hundred and fifty acres of land on Big Dun’s creek, in favor of Don 
Domingo Fernandez. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor pro tem., and chief of 
the royal domain in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, in a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve of the favor and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, 
both regulars and militia, of this province, who assisted in its defence in the time of the rebellion, one of 
the said favors being the distribution of lands in proportion to the number of family each individual may have; 
that Don Domingo Fernandez, an inhabitant of Amelia island, of this province, having presented himself, 
showing the concession of one thousand seven hundred acres of land made him by this government by 
decree of August 19, 1814, in consideration of his tried services performed in said defence in person, 
by his slaves and in implements, as appears more at length from the certificate of-the proceedings given by 
the secretary of said government, and soliciting that, according to the royal order, there should be issued 
a title of property of one thousand one hundred and fifty acres on account of the said one thousand seven 
hundred, on the creek called Big Dun’s creek, on the south side of the river St. John’s, which land is 
known and distinguished under the following dimensions and boundaries: the first line runs north 
twenty degrees east, measures one hundred and thirty chains, bounding public lands; the second runs 
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south seventy degrees east, measures seventy chains, bounding also public lands; the third line rung 
south twenty-five degrees east, measures twenty-nine chains, bounding the lands of Lewis Christopher: 
the fourth line runs south twenty-nine degrees west, measures one hundred and ten chains, bounding 
the land of John Houston, as appears from the certificate of the surveyor, Don George Clarke, dated 
November 28, 1816, which, with the corresponding authenticated plat, is annexed to the proceedings on 
the matter which exist in the archives of the present notary, with my decree of this date, in which I have 
thought proper to grant said petition: Wherefore, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant 
unto the said Don Domingo Fernandez the said one thousand one hundred and fifty acres of land at the 
place already pointed out, without injury to a third person, for himself, his heirs and successors, in 
absolute property; and in despatching to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which 
I separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said land; and I cede and transfer it 
unto the aforesaid Don Domingo Fernandez, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may 
possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, 
outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has had, has, and of custom and by law belong and 
may appertain unto it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all 
which I give the sanction of my authority, as I can and of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will, 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of Government and the royal 


domain, in this city of St. Augustine, April 10, 1817. ; 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By command of his excellency: 
JuaN DE Entrateo, Notary of Government, &c. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


on file in the office of the public archives. 
THOMAS MURPHY, Ad. Clerk B. L. C. 


DECREE. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant for the one thousand one 
hundred and fifty acres made to claimant, do {therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. 
December 16. 


[Nos. 8, 9, and 10, were not returned by the commissioners to the General Land Office. ] 


No. 1.—See Report No. 3. 
Juan Blas Entralgo vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to landsin East Florida : 


The petition of Juan Blas Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four thousand acres, situated about five miles east of Spring Garden, and bounded 
as follows: beginning at the head of a mountain, and running south 60° west, 100 chains, to a stake; 
thence south 30° east, 105 chains, to a stake; thence north 60° east, 235 chains 20 links, to a pine marked 
==; thence north 30° west, 220 chains, to a pine marked + +; thence south 60° west, 135 chains 20 links, 
to a stake; thence south 30° east, 115 chains, to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to F. M. Arredondo by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1815, who 
sold the same to your memorialist, as will appear by document A, which, together with the grant to 
Arredondo, marked B, is herewith filed. And your memorialist further showeth that he has legal pos- 
session of said lands, and that he was a Spanish subject, living in St. Augustine, at the change of 
government in 1821, and that he now resides in Havana. In consideration of what is herein set forth, he 
prays his title to the said 4,000 acres may be confirmed. 

J. B. ENTRALGO, 
By GEORGE MURRAY. Attorney for Memorialist. 


[Translation. ] 


SeXor Governor: Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., an inhabitant of this city, with due respect, 
states to your excellency that, from the beginning of the insurrection of the year 1812, he took up arms 
and acted as commandant of a party of cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy, one of whom he took prisoner 
afterwards when they presented themselves in sight of this city; and afterwards the memorialist con- 
tinued performing service in the militia, and patrolling at night, when necessary, for the guard and defence 
of this city, without pay, rations, or any emolument; at which time he performed other important services 
for the Government, among others, provision of meat and victuals for the support of the garrison; all of 
which is known to your excellency. And as his Majesty, in his royal order of March 29, 1815, has deigned 
to reward with a distribution of lands the faithful inhabitants who contributed to the defence of this province, 
the memorialist being one of them, and, as is more fully expressed, one of those whom the laws and royal 
dispositions regard with attention, distinguishing the merit and quality of the services; as, besides all the 
other circumstances which concur, it is also a very powerful one that he is a native of the country, 
established in it with more than eighty negroes of his property: Wherefore, he prays your excellency to be 
pleased to grant him, in absolute property, ten thousand acres of land situated, to wit: five thousand acres 
of them on a hammock, which is about five or six miles to the east of Spring Garden, and the other five 
thousand to the west of the river St John’s, in the neighborhood of a creek known as Black creek, near Flem- 
ings’ island, and the lake near Doctor’s lake; titles of dominion to which to be made out and delivered as soon 
as the surveyor accomplishes the survey and laying off of both tracts of land, and that the correspond- 
ing plats are formed, which shall designate and mark out perfectly the situation and boundaries. A 
favor which he hopes for from the justice of your excellency. St. Augustine, Florida, March 18, 181% 

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO- 
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ave 








Sr Aveustine, March 20, 1817. 


In virtue of the services which Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo has performed and alleges, which 
are certain and notorious, and using the authority which I exercise agreeably to the intentions and desires of 
his Majesty to reward his faithful subjects, which the laws recommend in similar cases, and considering 
the large number of slaves he possesses, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty and his royal 
justice which I administer, I do grant, in absolute property, and With a title of dominion from this day and 
henceforward, to the said Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, the ten thousand acres of land in the 
places he solicits, without injury to a third person, for which the corresponding titles of property shall be 
issued as soon as the survey and laying off are performed by the surveyor. This decree, in the mean- 
while, serving for an equivalent with which the proceedings shall be filed in the notary’s office, giving 
to the interested an authenticated copy for his security. 

COPPINGER. 

Before me—- 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


(Translation. ] 
CONVEYANCE, 


Be it known that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., an inhabitant of this province, declare 
that I really sell to Don Juan de Entralgo, notary of government and the royal domain in this city, four 
thousand acres of land, which I hold as my property in this province, situated about five miles to the 
east of Spring Gardens, known under the following dimensions: the first line begins at the head of a hammock 
and runs south 60° west, measures 100 chains, and ends with a stake; the second runs south 30° east, 
contains 105 chains, and ends also with a stake; the third line runs north 60° east, measures 235 chains 
20 links, and ends with a pine marked =; the fourth line runs north 30° west, measures 220 chains, and 
ends with a pine marked x x; the fifth line runs south 60° west, measures 135 chains 20 links, and ends 
with a stake; the sixth line runs south 30° east, measures 115 chains, and ends at the head of the said 
hammock; which 4,000 acres of land, with a portion more, this Government granted me, in absolute 
property and dominion, as a reward for services, March 20, 1817, and the corresponding title was 
issued to me on the 9th of August of the year'last, as all appears in the archives of the said notary. And 
I sell the said 4,000 acres of land under the dimensions and other things, which are explained, with all its 
entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has had, has, and belong, or may appertain 
to it, free of all encumbrance, at the price of $4,000, which the purchaser has paid me in cash; which 
sum I acknowledge as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to money not 
counted, fraud, and everything else in the case, for which I grant a receipt in form; in virtue of which I 
separate myself from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and other rights, real and personal, 
which I had or held to said lands; and I cede, renounce, and transfer them to the purchaser, and 
whoever shall represent his right, that they may possess, sell, and alienate them at their will, in 
virtue of this deed which I deliver in his favor as a mark of real delivery; from which it is seen that he 
has acquired the possession without occasion for other proof, from which I release him. And I oblige 
myself to the eviction and guarantee of this sale in sufficient form, and as may best suit, in favor of the 
purchaser, with my goods, present and future, power and submission to the tribunals of his Majesty, that 
they may force me to compliance as by sentence consented to and passed in authority of an adjudged 
case, on which I renounce all the laws, customs, rights and privileges in my favor, and formal exceptions 
which prohibit it. And I, the said Juan de Entralgo, being present, accept in my favor this deed, and by 
it receive as purchased the aforesaid 4,000 acres of land at the price and agreement upon which they 
were sold to me, and I acknowledge them as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, 
those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything-else in the case; for which I grant a receipt 
in form. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 5, 1821. 

FERNANDO M. ARREDONDO. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I, Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, military governor, political chief, and sub-delegate 
of ultramarine possessions for this said city and province, certify that I know the parties who have 
granted, delivered, and signed in my presence, and in that of the assistant witnesses, whom I have 
chosen for this act, Don Tomas de Aguilar and Don Antonio Alvarez, there being no other notary in the 
entire province. There being witnesses to this deed, Don José Mariano Hernandez, Don Bernardo Sequi, 
and Don José Bernardo Reyes, residents present. 

COPPINGER. 


Tomas DE AGUILAR. - 
Antonio ALVAREZ. 


This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives of the said government notary, to 
which I refer; and at the desire of the parties, sign the present copy, with the assistant witnesses, on 
two leaves of common paper, the stamped not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, January 5, 1821. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

Antonio ALVAREZ. 

Tomas DE AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language . 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F, J. FATIO, 8. B. LZ. C. 
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[Translation.] 


Don Andres Burgevin, of this place, and private surveyor: I certify that, by an order of this governor 
made August 20, 1819, I have measured, in favor of Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., a piece of 
land which contains 4,000 acres of land, which is five miles to the east of Spring Gardens, being part 
of a greater quantity which was granted to him March 20, 1817. In proof of which I give these presents 
which I sign at St. Augustine, Florida, July 25, 1820. : 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 

[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. - 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE. 


Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession made to F. M. Arredondo 
previous to January 24, 1818, who conveyed the above 4,000 acres to claimant, do therefore recommend 
it to Congress for confirmation. July 12, 1824. 


No. 2.—See Report No. 38. 


Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For ten thousand four hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Juan B. Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of ten thousand and four hundred acres, situated on the St. John’s river to the west, 
and about twelve miles south of Lake George, bounded as follows: commencing at a pine marked thus =, 
running south 20° east, 322 chains, to a pine tree marked as the first; thence north 70° west, 323 chains, toa 
pine, same mark; thence north 20° east, 322 chains, to a pine with same mark; thence south 70° east, 
323 chains, to the beginning; this tract is nearly equally divided by a stream running from the 
west into St. John’s river; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Antonio Huertas 
by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who sold the same to your 
memorialist December 4, 1821. The concession was made September 15, 1817, (see a certified copy of 
the document filed herewith, as is also a plat of the land.) And your memorialist further showeth that he 
is in possession of said lands; that he resides in Cuba, but at the change of flags was in St. Augustine. 

JUAN B. ENTRALGO, 
By GEORGE MURRAY. 


[Translation. ] 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, September 15, 1817. 


SeXor Governor: Don Antonio Huertas, an inhabitant of this city, with due respect, states to your 
excellency that, although he has obtained a concession of ten thousand acres of land on March 27, 1813, 
for the pasture of cattle, in the rearing of which this party has employed himself for many years; as the 
said land is almost all composed of pine land and very little arable, and the memorialist being one of the 
individuals who, by his well known and constant good services in defence of this province, and by his 
having been one of the first settlers of it, is entitled by every claim to be rewarded with a greater 
number of acres, as the laws so provide which treat in the matter, as from the character of his services, 
which he omits stating, as they are well known to your excellency, not only those which he has performed 
in the service of his Majesty, in which he has been employed since the age of 18 years, but the extra- 
ordinary ones of succoring the garrison of this city in calamitous times, and in the insurrection, making a 
sacrifice of his interests, and encountering perils, by the help of which he can say he has preserved the 
said garrison: Wherefore, he prays your excellency to be pleased to grant him 15,000 acres of land more, 
in absolute property and dominion, on a creek which comes from the west, and joins the river St. John’s 
about 12 miles to the south of Lake St. George; its survey to commence about four or five miles to the 
west of the river St. John’s, and dividing the said lands in two parts by said creek, reserving the delivery 
of the title in form until the memorialist finds it convenient to proceed to the survey and demarcation 
of said land, by an intelligent person, during the difficulties which exist at this day, and from the absence 
of the surveyor, Don George Clarke, who is named by the Governor. A favor which he hopes for from 


the justice of your excellency. NTONIO H S 
ANT UERTAS. 


Sr. Aveustine, September 15, 1817. 


In attention to what this party represents, and the services which he sets forth being certain, I grant 
him, in the name of his Majesty, and of his royal justice, which I administer, the fifteen thousand acres of 
land which he solicits, that he may possess and enjoy it in absolute property and dominion; and, in order 
to make this grant secure, let a certified copy be furnished him of this proceeding, which shall be lodged 
in the archives of the notary, where titles in form shall be issued when the survey and plats are accom- 
plished, as is expressed by the interested. 

COPPINGER. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 


F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 




















CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 





¢ [Translation } 


Sr. Avevstine, Florida, April 5, 1821. 


Don Andres Burgevin, of this city, and private surveyor: I certify that, in virtue of authority con- 
ferred on me by a decree of December 13, 1820, made at the instance of Don Antonio Huertas, I have 
surveyed for this individual several pieces of land, which, to the number of fifteen thousand acres, were 

ranted him as a reward for services, on a creek which comes from the west and joins the river St. 
John’s about twelve miles to the south of said Lake St. George—the land divided by said creek—one of 
said tracts being ten thousand four hundred acres, which are bounded on the east by another of six 
hundred, and on the other sides by vacant lands, whose figure and demarcation the foregoing plat points 
out; and for its confirmation, and the purposes convenient to the interested, I sign these presents. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


[The plat follows. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, December 4, 1821. 


I cede and renounce in favor of Don Juan Blas de Entralgo, all the right, title, and dominion which 

I have to the ten,thousand four hundred acres of land contained in this document of property, on account 

of having sold him the same for the sum of jive thousand , for which I deliver him a formal receipt. 
ANTONIO HUERTAS. 





Witness: Domrnco Reyes. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession made previous to January 
24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. June 30, 1824. 


[Translation. ] 
John B. de Entralgo vs. The United States. For ten thousand four hundred acres of land. 


B. Segui, being duly sworn, states that he has seen Antonio Huertas write, and believes the 
name attached to the conveyance from said Huertas to Entralgo to be his own handwriting, but is not 
positive. Witness states that, after the cession of this Territory, and the archives taken away from the 
Spanish notary, it was customary for some person to have conveyances drawn out in the manner of the 
one presented in the above case. 

B. SEGUL. 


Before the board in session June 29, 1824. 


José B. Reyes, being duly sworn, states that the signature of Antonio Huertas in the deed to John B. 


Entralgo is the genuine one of said party. JO Ez B. REYES 
SE B. YES. 


Before the board in session June 30, 1824. 


No. 3.—See Report No. 3. 
Wm. Travers vs. The United States. For eight thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the hanorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


*The petition of William Travers respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of eight thousand acres, situated on the west side of Long lake, on the west side of 
St. John’s river, about forty miles south of Lake George, bounded as follows: first line runs south, and 
is bounded by lands of Felipe R. Yonge; thence west one hundred and forty chains; thence south eight 
chains; thence west two hundred and fifteen chains, and terminates at a pine tree; thence north, two 
hundred and forty chains, to a cypress tree; which title your memorialist derives from an absolute grant 
made to Felipe Robert Yonge by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who 
sold the same to your memorialist; a certified copy of the grant, which was made February 22, 1817, is 
filed herewith. And your memorialist further showcth that he has possession of said lands; that he resided 
in St. Augustine at the change of flags, and still does so; that he is a citizen of the United States and 
resident of St. Augustine. 

WM. TRAVERS. 


[Translation of a royal title to P. R. Yonge for 25,000 acres is filed in claim of William Travers for 
12,000 acres, recommended for confirmation July 12, 1824.] 
[Power of attorney from Philip R. Yonge to Juan B. Entralgo is filed in the aforesaid claim. ] 
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(Translation. ] : 
CONVEYANCE. 


Be it known that I, Don Juan B. Entralgo, notary of government and of the public domain in this city 
as attorney of Don Philip Robert Yonge, citizen of this province, now absent, which power he has conferred 
on me in this office, May 29, 1819, before Sefior Don José Coppinger, colonel of the national armies, military 
governor and political chief of this province, and before witnesses, assisting for the want of another 
notary in the province, which power is not revoked, and is ample for what shall be said; in virtue of 
which I also have an order or instruction in writing from the said principal, and of the same date for the 
purpose. I declare that I really sell to Don William Travers, an inhabitant and merchant of this city 
eight thousand acres of land, the property of my said principal, situated on the west side of the Long 
lake, distant about forty-five miles to the south of Lake George, to the west of the river St. John’s, which 
are a part of 13,000 acres which, under date of February 11, 1817, were granted by this government to 
the said Don Philip Robert Yonge, in absolute property and dominion, as a reward for his services, and 
for which a corresponding title was issued on the 22d of the same month, the plat and survey of 
which, made by the private surveyor, Don Andrew Burgevin, August 2, 1819, with the other documents 
referred to, and which form the proceedings existing in my archives; the said dimensions being known 
under the following form: the first line runs south, bounding the 5,000 acres remaining to the person who 
empowers me; the second line, west, measures 140 chains; the third line, south, eight chains; the fourth line, 
west, 215 chains, and terminates with a pine tree; the fifth line north, 240 chains, beginning with said 
pine and terminating with a cypress, as appears by another plat made by said surveyor on the 20th of 
May last in consequence of superior order; all which is added to the said proceeding. And I sell him the 
said 8,000 acres of land at the place, under the dimensions, and on the terms set forth, with all its 
entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has and belong to it, free of all encum- 
brance, (as I, the seller, certify, as appears from the book of mortgages in my charge, which I have 
searched for the purpose,) at the price of eight thousand dollars, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, 
which sum I acknowledge as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to 
money not counted, frand, and everything else in the case, for which I grant a formal receipt, in virtue of 
which I separate the said Don Philip R. Yonge from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and 
other rights, real or personal, which he had or held to the said 8,000 acres of land, and that 1. cede, 
renounce, and transfer them to the said Don William Travers, and whoever represents his rights, that 
they may, as their own, possess, sell, and alienate them at their will, in virtue of this writing, which I 
deliver in his favor as a mark of real delivery, by which it may be seen that he has acquired the posses- 
sion, without occasion for further proof, from which I relieve him. And I oblige the said Don Philip R. 
Yonge to the eviction and guarantee of this sale in sufficient form, and as may best suit, in favor of the 
purchaser, with all his property, present and future, power and submission to the tribunals of his Majesty, 
that they may compel me to compliance with it, as by sentence consented to and passed in authority of an 
adjuged case; moreover, I renounce all the laws, customs, rights, and privileges in his favor, and every- 
thing in form which prohibits it. And I, the aforesaid Don William Travers, being present, accept in my 
favor this writing, and. by it receive as purchased the said 8,000 acres at the price and terms they were 
sold to me on, and I acknowledge them as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, 
those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and all other things in the case, for which I deliver a formal 
receipt. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 22, 1820. 
I, the notary, as the only One in this city, and as the seller, sign this writing for myself, and before me, 
with the purchaser and the witnesses, who are Don Pedro Miranda, Don Jose Mariano Hernandez, and 
Don Fernando M. Arredondo, jr., inhabitants present. By me and for myself. 

JUAN B. ENTRALGO. 
WIL’M TRAVERS. 


This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and, 
at the desire of the party, sign and seal these presents, in St. Augustine, Florida, the day of the date. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregéing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE. 
William Travers vs. The United States. For eight thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid title made previous to January 24, 1818, and 
this claim being part thereof, regularly conveyed to claimant, it is therefore recommended to Congress for 
confirmation. June 29, 1824. 


No. 4.—See Report No. 3. 


William Travers vs. The United States. For twelve thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Travers respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consistitg of twelve thousand acres, situated at the lagoon called south of Lake George, in St. 
John’s river, bounded as follows: first line, south 65° west, 320 chains, beginning at a palmetto tree 
marked to a pine tree with the same mark; thence north 25° west, 400 chains, to a stake; thence north 65° 
east, 320 chains, to a stake on the bank of said lagoon; which title your memorialist derives from an 
absolute grant to Felipe Roberto Yonge by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 
1815, who sold the same to your memorialist; a certified copy of the grant, which was made February 22, 
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1817, is herewith filed. And your memorialist further showeth that he has possession of said lands; that 
he resided in St. Augustine at the change of flags, and still does so; that he is a citizen of the United States 


and resident of St. Augustine. 
WILLIAM TRAVERS. 


Title of property for twenty-five thousand acres of land in favor of Don Felipe R. Yonge. 
Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, &c., &c.: 


Whereas, by a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve the gifts and favors 
proposed by my predecessor, Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and soldiers, both regular and militia, 
of this province, who assisted in its defence at the time of the rebellion, one of the said favors being the 
distribution of royal Jands; and considering that Don P. Robt. Yonge has made evident to me the distin- 

uished and extraordinary services by which he has contributed personally and with his money to the 
defence of this said province at different times, and principally during the insurrection which took place 
in the year 1812, with the sacrifice of his property, and saving to the royal treasury, as the memorial 
which he has presented me of the date of the 5th December of the last year more fully shows; in 
consideration of which, and in virtue of the authority which I exercise, I have judged fit, by my decree of 
the 11th instant, to accede to his solicitations as set forth, and that, in remuneration, there shall be 
granted him twenty-five thousand acres of land, with a title in absolute property, to the south of the place 
known as Spring Garden, in this form: twelve thousand acres of them in the neighborhood of the lake or 
lagoon called and known as Valdes’, and the thirteen thousand remaining at the lake higher up, known 
as Long lake, all on the west of the river St. John’s, with the reserve of establishing the boundaries and 
dimensions when he proceeds to the survey of both tracts of land, as is shown by the said memorial and 
decree, which exist in the archives of the notary: Wherefore, and in consideration of the said commendable 
services, agreeably«with the will of the sovereign, and with what the laws recommend for distinguished 
rewards to those who are deserving, attending to the quality of said services, and of the persons who have 

erformed them, I have granted, and in the name of his Majesty, whose royal justice I administer, 1 do 
grant, unto the said Don Philip R. Yonge the said twenty-five thousand acres of land in the places pointed 
out, without prejudice to a third person, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and, 
in expediting to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title of property by which I separate 
from the royal domain in the right of dominion it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the said 
Don Philip R. Yonge, and his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, 
use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, 
rights, and services, which it has had, has, and in fact and law belong or appertain to it; and, at their 
will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. In all which I interpose my judicial 
authority as I can, and of right ought, in virtue of the sovereign will and what has been set forth. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the notary of government and the royal domain, in this 
said city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 22, 1816. : 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entraico, Notary of Government and Royal Domain. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


POWER, 


Be it known that I, Don Philip R. Yonge, an inhabitant and merchant of this province, resident in 
this city, declare that I give all my full, ampie, and sufficient power, which is required, and may be 
necessary in law, unto Don Juan de Entralgo, notary of government and the royal domain in this said 
city, especially that he may in my name, and representing my proper person, rights, and actions, admin- 
ister, and do administer, all and every my property, both landed and movable and immovable, sell some 
and purchase for me others, rent or mortgage them for the prices and terms which he shall adjust and 
agree to, delivering the deeds, receipts, and letters of payment which may be necessary, which from now 
I approve and ratify, as if I were present at their delivery; for which sale of lands, houses, or any my 
property whatsoever which I may have in this said province, he shall govern himself precisely by the 
instructions which I have given and shall give him on the subject, since with them I confer on him 
sufficient power, without any other limitation, free, open, and general administration, incidences and 
dependencies, power to prepare causes for judgment, to swear and substitute, revoke substitutes, and 
name others with substitution in form; and for the fulfilment of what he shall perform in virtue of this 
power, I bind myself, with my property, present and future power, and submission to the tribunals of his 
Majesty, that they may compel me to its performance, as by sentence consented to and passed in authority 
of an adjudged case, on which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges, in my favor, and the 
general in form which prohibits it. In testimony of which this is dated in the city of St. Augustine, 


Florida, May 29, 1819. 
PH. R. YONGE. 


I, Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor of this city and 
its province, for his Majesty, certify, for the want of another notary, that I know the grantor, who acknow- 
ledged the same, and signed with me, and the assistant witnesses I have chosen for this act, Don Tomas 
de Aguilar and Don Antonio Alvarez, there being also witnesses to this power present Domingo Reyes, 
Don Manuel Fuertes, and Don Nicholas Garrido. 

COPPINGER. 


Antonio ALVAREZ. 
_ Tomas pe AGUILAR. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 


F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 
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CONVEYANCE. 


Be it known that I, Don Juan de Entralgo, notary of government and the public domain in this city 
as attorney for Don Philip Robert Yonge, citizen of this province, now absent, which power he has conferred 
on me in this office, May 29, 1819, before Sefior Don José Coppinger, colonel of the national armies, military 
governor and political chief of this said city and its province, and before witnesses assisting for want of 
another notary in the province, which power is not revoked, and will be sufficient for what shall be said: 
in virtue of which I also have written orders and instructions of the same principal and of the same date 
for the purpose. I declare that I really sell to Don William Travers, inhabitant of this city, twelve 
thousand acres of land of the property of my said principal, situated on the lake named “Second,” on the 
west side of said lake, which were granted him by this government as a reward for services February 
11, 1817; and on the 22d of the same a complete title of absolute property and dominion was issued to 
him, the dimensions of which are distinguished under the following form: the first line runs south 65° 
west, measures three hnndred and twenty chains, beginning with a palmetto marked =, and finishing with 
a pine of the same mark; the second line begins with said pine, running north 25° west, measures four 
hundred chains, and ends with a stake; the third line begins with said stake, north 75° east, measures 
three hundred and twenty chains, and terminates with another stake in the neighborhood of Second lake, 
as appears from the plat formed by the surveyor, Don Andrew Burgevin, August 2, 1819, agreeable to 
superior order, which, with the other documents I refer to, are added to the proceedings in the business, 
which are in the archives in my charge; and I sell him the said twelve thousand acres of land at the place, 
and under the dimensions and terms expressed, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and 
services, which they have and belong to them, free of all encumbrance, (as I, the seller, certify, from the 
result of the book of mortgages, which I have searched for the purpose,) at the price of twelve thousand 
dollars, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, which sum | acknowledge as delivered to my will. I 
renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to money not counted, fraud, and everything besides in the 
case, for which I deliver a formal receipt; in virtue of which I separate from him who empowered me the 
right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and other actions, real and personal, which he had or held to 
the said twelve thousand acres of land, which I cede, renounce, and transfer to the purchaser, and whoever 
shall represent his right, that they may possess, sell, and alienate them at their will, in virtue of this 
writing which I deliver in his favor as a mark of real delivery, with which it is seen that he has acquired 
its possession, without occasion for any other proof, from which I deliver him. And I oblige myself to the 
eviction and guarantee of this sale in due form, and as may be most favorable to the purchaser, with the 
property of my principal, present and future power, and submission to the tribunal of his Majesty, 
that they may compel him to its compliance, as by sentence consented to and passed in authority as a thing 
adjudged, on which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges in his favor, and everything in 
form which prohibits it. And being present, I, the said purchaser, accept in my favor this writing, and by 
it receive as purchased the said twelve thousand acres of land at the price and agreement which they 
were sold to me; and I acknowledge them as delivered to my disposal, with a renunciation of proof, laws 
of delivery, those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything else in the case, for which I deliver 
a formal receipt. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 22, 
1820. I, the notary, as the only one in this city, and as the seller, sign this writing for myself, and before 
me, with the purchaser and the witnesses, who are Don Pedro Miranda, Don José Mariano Hernandez, 
and Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., witnesses present for me and before me. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 
WILLIAM TRAVERS. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE, 


The board having ascertained that the foregoing is a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 
24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. July 12, 1824. 


No. 5.—See Reporr No. 3. 
John B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Juan B. Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four thousand acres, situated at a place called Big Spring, on the river St. John’s, 
and about twenty-five miles south of Lake George, on the west bank, bounded as follows: on the east by 
St. John’s river, on the north by lands of Pedro Miranda, on the south by vacant lands, on the west by 
lands also belonging to Pedro Miranda, (see description in the grant filed herewith;) which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to Pedro Miranda by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal 
order of March 29, 1815, who sold the same to your memorialist, (see document A,) the said four 
thousand acres being part of a grant made, as above stated, to Pedro Miranda for ten thousand acres, 
dated April 11; and this title is founded upon a memorial and concession made September 16, 1817, by 
Governor Coppinger. And your memorialist further showeth that he has possession of said lands, and 


was, at the exchange of flags, living in St. Augustine; at present he resides in Cuba. 
JUAN B. ENTRALGO, 


By GEORGE MURRAY. 
[Translation. } 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, September 16, 1817. 


SeXor Gosernapor: Don Pedro Miranda, first pilot of the bar, and captain of the port, with due respect, 
states to your excellency that the government is well aware of the services which the memorialist has 
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performed, from the insurrection in this province in the year 1812, contributing with his person and 

roperty to its defence, besides there having been, and now being in his charge, several extraordinary 
commissions, for which he has never had any recompense. It is also certain and well known that, in the 
insurrection of the year 1794, he was likewise engaged in an extraordinary manner, and employed in 
other commissions for the royal service, having contributed, on all occasions, with his greatest exertions, 
to the economy of the royal treasury. For these considerations, and that of having served his Majesty 
from his youth, and being of the first families that came on the occupation of this province, which circum- 
stance of being a settler makes him entitled to the favor of a grant of lands, as has been given to others, 
since those which your excellency has been pleased to grant him do not equal your liberality to those: 
Wherefore, he prays your excellency to be pleased to grant him, in absolute property and dominion, ten 
thousand acres of land on a creek which runs from the west, and joins the river St. John’s, called in English 
Big spring, about twenty-miles to the south of Lake St. George; the said land to be divided in two parts 
by said creek, and to have one of its fronts on the river St. John’s, leaving free the concession of two 
thousand acres which were made to him on the first of July last, reserving the titles of property until he 
can complete the survey and plat, it being out of his power at present to pay the expenses. A favor he 


hopes from the justice of your excellency. 
PEDRO MIRANDA. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, September 16, 1817. 


In attention to what Don Pedro Miranda represents in the foregoing memorial, and as the services he 
mentions are certain, agreeing at the same time with what the laws and royal orders direct for the 
encouragement of population, I grant him, in the name of his Majesty, and of his royal justice, which I 
administer, the ten thousand acres of land in the places which he points out, that he may enjoy them in 
absolute property and dominion; for which end, and that he may prove this grant, let a certified copy of 
the proceeding be furnished him, which shall be lodged in the notary’s archives, from whence titles in form 
shall be given him speedily, or whenever required by the interested. 

COPPINGER. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation.] 


Don Andres Burgevin, inhabitant of this city and private surveyor: I certify that, in consequence of 
power conferred upon me by a decree of December 12, 1820, made at the instance of Don Pedro Miranda, 
I have surveyed for this individual various pieces of land, to the number of ten thousand acres were granted 
him as a reward for services, on a creek which comes from the west and joins the river St. John’s, called 
in English Big spring, about twenty-five miles to the south of Lake St. George; the land divided in two 
parts by said creek, having one of its fronts on said river St. John’s; one of the said pieces being the 
following four thousand acres, which are bounded on the east by said river St. John’s, on the north by 
lands of the interested, on the south by lands also vacant, and on the west by another piece of three 
thousand four hundred acres of the said interested; and, for its confirmation, I sign these presents at St. 
Augustine, Florida, April 5, 1821. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 

[Plat is annexed. | 


Royal title to P. Miranda for 4,000 acres, part of a concession of 10,000 acres to him, is not translated. 
The following translation is at foot of it. 


[Translation. ] 


St. Aveustine, Florida, December 5, 1821. 


I cede and renounce in favor of Don Juan Blas de Entralgo all the right, title, and dominion which 
I have to the four thousand acres of land which this document of property contains, for having sold them 
at the rate of one thonsand five hundred dollars, for which I deliver a formal receipt. 
PEDRO MIRANDA. 
Witnesses present: 
Francs. J. Fario. 
Ruperto SAAVEDRA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
FRANCS. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE, 


J. B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession made previous to January 
24,1818, and this claim being part thereof, and conveyed to claimant, it is therefore recommended to 
Congress for confirmation. June 29, 1824. 


No. 6.—See Reporr No. 3. 


Antonio Huertas vs. The United States. For ten thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Antonio Huertas, late of St. Augustine, in East Florida aforesaid, now residing at 
Havana, in the Island of Cuba, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to ten thousand 
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acres of land, situated on Six-mile creek, bounded westward by the said creek, eastward by the large 
mount, southward by the road of Picolata, running northward to its termination, being the same land 
formerly granted to Panton, Leslie & Co., and afterwards relinquished by them. The grant to your 
memorialist of the said land was made March 27, 1813, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, 
and an absolute title granted to your memorialist by Governor Coppinger July 20, 1816. The original 
grant, absolute title, and survey, are in the office of public records in the city of St. Augustine, kept b 

Wm. Reynolds, esq. And your memorialist further showeth that he was a resident inhabitant of East 
Florida at the time of its cession to the United States, and in possession of the said land; that he had for 
about thirty-six years previous to said cession resided in the city of St. Augustine, whence he removed 
to the Havana in the year 1822. All of which is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, February 25, 1823, 

ANTONIO HUERTAS. 
By his attorney, JOHN RODMAN, 


[Translation. ] 


Title of property in favor of Don Antonio Huertas for ten thousand acres of land in the place known as 
Siax-mile creek. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief 
of the royal finance of this city of St. Augustine, of Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain 
general of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, among other things, that to those 
foreigners who, of their free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands should 
be measured them gratis in proportion to the laborers each family may have; that Don Antonio Huertas, 
of this place, having presented himself, he solicited of the government, and there were granted him, March 
27, 1813, ten thousand acres of land for the raising of stock, in consideration of his faithful and constant 
services to the country, and for the injuries which he suffered by the insurrection of this province; which 
lands are known by the name of the Six-mile creek, and are distinguished under the following boundaries: 
commencing on the west by said creek, on the east by the Big wood, on the south by the Picolata road, 
and following north to where it corresponds; and the said lands being the same which the house of Panton, 
Leslie & Co. , to whom they were granted; and as the said Don Antonio Huertas has solicited, 
there should be expedited to him the title of absolute property, as he has established a cowpen on 
said lands where he rears stock, as he has made appear by evidence; in virtue of which, and in attention 
to his said good services, I have granted him by my decree of the 17th of the present month, placed on 
the proceedings moved by the aforesaid Don Antonio Huertas, where all appears more in detail, and is 
filed in the office of the present notary: Wherefore, and in consideration of all, I have thought proper to 
grant, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, to the said Don Antonio Huertas the said ten thousand 
acres of land, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property, and in granting to him, as by 
these presents I do, the corresponding title by which I separate the royal domain from the right and 
dominion which it had in said land; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Antonio Huertas, his 
heirs and successors, that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy without 
any encumbrance whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it 
has had, has, or by fact and law may belong or appertain to it; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, 
transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my authority as far as I can, 
and by right ought, in virtue of what has been set forth and of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and 
royal finance, in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 20, 1816. , 

’ JOSE COPPINGER. 





By order of his excellency: 
JUAN DE Entraco, Notary of Government and Royal Finance. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
FRANCO. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


DECREE. 
Antonio Huertas vs. The United States. For ten thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained this to be a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 1818, it 
is therefore recommended to Congress for confirmation. September 1, 1824. 


No. 7.—See Report No. 3. 
Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For twenty thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Juan B. Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of 20,000 acres, situated at Chacala, in the district of Alachua, and 45 miles west of 
St. John’s river, embracing the residence of the late Indian chief Payne, and bounded as follows: 
beginning at a pine tree and running east, 625 chains, to a pine; thence north, 320 chains, to a stake; 
thence west, 625 chains, to a stake; thence south, 320 chains, to the beginning, (see survey and plat 
made by Burgevin and filed herewith, marked C;) which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to George J. F. Clarke by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who 
sold to your memorialist the said 20,000 acres, being part of a grant of 22,000 acres made December 
17, 1817, which is filed herewith, marked A, as is also the deed from Clarke to your memorialist, 
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marked B. And your memorialist further showeth that he has legal possession of said lands, and that he 
js a Spanish subject residing in Cuba, but at the cession in 1821 was an inhabitant of St. Augustine. 
He prays his title to the said 20,000 acres may be confirmed. 
ia JUAN B. ENTRALGO 
By GEORGE MURRAY. 


A. 
CONVEYANCE. 


Title of property of 22,000 acres of land in favor of Don Jorge Clarke, in the hammocks of Cuscowillo and 
Chacala. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, governor, political and military, pro tem., and chief of the 
royal domain of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, for his Majesty: 

Whereas, in a royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has deigned to approve of the favors and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the ofticers and soldiers, 
both veterans and militia, of this province, who assisted in its defence at the time of the rebellion, one of 
the said favors being the distribution of public lands; and as Don Jorge Clarke, lieutenant of local 
militia, has represented to me the distinguished services which he has rendered, both personally and in a 
pecuniary manner, in the defence of this said province at several periods of invasion, with the sacrifice 
and abandonment of his interest and property, like a faithful subject as he has been, worthy of every 
recompense for his zeal, love, and fidelity to the sovereign; which extraordinary services, which are well 
known to me, are set forth by his memorial of the 13th instant: in virtue of which I have thought proper, 
by my decree of this day, to accede to his request relative to the grant of twenty-two thousand acres of 
land, with a title in absolute property, in the hammocks known by the name of Cuscowillo and Chacala, 
situated on the west of the part of the river St. John’s where there was a store of the house of Panton, 
Leslie & Company, and about 45 miles distant from it; all of which appears more at large from the said 
memorial and decree which exist in the archives of the present notary: Wherefore, and in attention to the 
said recommendable services, agreeaby to the sovereign will, and what the laws enjoin for the rewarding, 
with distinction to those who may be entitled, attending to the quality of the services and that of the 
persons who may perform them, | have granted, asin the name of his Majesty and of his royal justice, 
which I administer, I do grant, unto the aforesaid Don Jorge Clarke the said twenty-two thousand acres 
of land in the place pointed out, without injury to a third person, for himself, his heirs and successors, in 
absolute property, and despatch to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which I 
separate the royal domain from the right and dominion it had to said land; and I cede and transfer it to 
the aforesaid Don Jorge Clarke, his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as 
their own, use and enjoy it, without any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, 
customs, rights, and services, which it has had, and of custom and by law belong and may appertain to 
it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all which I give the 
sanction of my authority, as I can and of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and the royal 
domain, ‘in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 17, 1817. P 

JOSE COPPINGER. 


By command of his excellency: 
JUAN DE Entrateo, Notary of Government and the Royal Domain. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation of a document m the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. } 
B. 


CONVEYANCE. 


Be it known that I, Don George Clarke, an inhabitant of this province, residing in the town of 
Fernandina, but at present in this city, covenant that I really sell unto Don Juan de Entralgo, notary of 
government and the royal domain, in it twenty thousand acres of land, which I hold as my property, in 
the territory of Alachua, and a place named Chacala hammock, on the west side of the river St. John’s, 
where there was a store of the house of Panton, Leslie & Company, and distant from it about 45 miles: 
the first line, east, measures 625 chains; the second line, north, measures 320 chains; the third line, 
west, measures 625 chains; and the fourth line, south, measures 320 chains; which twenty thousand 
acres of land belong to the twenty-two thousand granted me by this government, as a reward for 
services, December 17, 1817, and for which the corresponding title of property was made me on the same 
day, having proceeded to the survey by the private surveyor, Don Andrew Burgevin, who made the 
necessary plat August 2, 1819, which is added to the original proceeding of said concession, and is in the 
archives of the said notary; and I sell the said twenty thousand acres of land in the place and under the 
dimensions marked out, and with all their entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it 
has, or of right belong to it, free of all encumbrance, (as appears from the book of mortgages which is in 
charge of the said notary, ) at the price of $20,000, which the purchaser has paid to my entire satisfaction, 
which I acknowledge as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to money 
not counted, fraud, and every other thing in the case, for which I deliver a formal receipt; in virtue of 
which I separate myself from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and other rights, real and 
personal, which belong or appertain to the twenty thousand acres of land above mentioned, as I cede, 
renounce, and transfer it to the purchaser, and whoever shall represent his right, that he may possess, 
sell, and alienate it at his will, in virtue of this deed which I grant in his favor as a mark of real delivery, 

‘by which it is seen that he has acquired possession of it without occasion for other proof, from which I 
release him as I remain released from the eviction and guarantee of this sale to which I do not bind 
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myself. And I, the said Don Juan de Entralgo, being present, do accept in my favor this deed, and by it 
receive as purchased the said twenty thousand acres of land at the price and agreement at which they 
have been sold to me, and I acknowledge them as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of 
delivery, those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything else in the case, for which I deliver 
a formal receipt in form. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, 


February 7, 1820. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE, 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I, Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor of this city and 
province, certify that I know the parties, who also have delivered and signed it in my presence, and that 
of the assistant witnesses, whom I have chosen for the purpose, Don Tomas de Aguilar and Don Antonio 
Alvarez, for want of another notary in all the province. There being witnesses to this deed Don Domingo 
Reyes, Don Pedro Miranda, and Don Fernando Arredondo, jr., inhabitants present. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

Tomas DE AGUILAR. 

Antonio ALVAREZ. 


This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives of the said notary of government, to 
which I refer; and at the request of the party, sign this present copy, with the assistant witnesses, on 
two leaves of common paper, the stamped not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, February 7, 1820, 

JOSE COPPINGER, 

Tomas DE AGUILAR. 

Antonio ALVAREZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[ Translation. ] 
SURVEY. 


Don Andres Burgevin, an inhabitant of this city, and surveyor, appointed by Don George Clarke and 
authorized by the government, under date of April 20, 1819, for the survey of his land: I certify that I 
have measured and laid off for the said Don George Clarke twenty thousand acres of land in the territory 
of Alachua, and a place named Chachala, on the west of the river St. John’s, and distant from it about 
forty-five miles, in part of a greater quantity which were granted him by a title of property December 11, 
1817, and appears in its circumstances, conformable to the following plat and its original delivered into 
the archives of the notary of this government. In proof of which I give these presents, which I sign at 


St. Augustine, Florida, August 2, 1819. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


DECREF. 
Juan B. Entralgo vs. The United States. For twenty thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title made to G. J. F. Clarke previous 
to January 24, 1818, and this claim for twenty thousand acres thereof being regularly conveyed to 
claimant, it is therefore recommended to Congress for confirmation. June 29, 1824. 


No. 8.—See Report No. 3. 
Francis J. Avice vs. The United States. For six thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The memorial of Francis J. Avice respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of six thousand acres, situated on the river St. John’s, bounded north by lands granted 
to Juan Huertas, and south by land of John Moore, east by vacant lands, and west by the river St. John’s, 
which were granted to John Huertas by the Spanish government August 26, 1814, in virtue of the royal 
order of October 29, 1790, and for which lands the said Huertas received a title from Governor Coppinger, 
by virtue of authority in the said Coppinger for that purpose reposed by the Spanish government, 
December 24, 1817; which title and a plat of the survey of said tract of land are herewith filed, and 
marked C and D. And your memorialist further showeth that he became the proprietor of said tract of 
land by virtue of a bill of sale from the said John Huertas to your memorialist, dated September 12, 1821, 
which is also herewith exhibited, and marked L; your memorialist further showeth that he is actually 
legally seized and possessed of said Jand; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the 
city of St. Augustine. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

FRANCIS J. AVICE. 


[Translation.] 


Title of property in favor of Don Juan Huertas of fifteen thousand acres of land. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the royal armies, civil and military governor pro tem., and chief of the 
royal finance of this city and province, by his Majesty: 


Whereas, by royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general of the 
Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, among other things, it was provided that to strangers who, of their own 
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free will, shall present themselves to swear allegiance to our sovereign, lands shall be laid out for them free 
of expense, in proportion to the number of laborers each family may have; that Don Juan Huertas having 
presented himself, he solicited of this government the concession of fifteen thousand acres of land as a 
compensation for his well-known services, and for the purpose of establishing a cowpen and the raising 
of black cattle, which was granted him August 26, 1814, in consideration of the truth of his petition, 
according to the following boundaries: five thousand acres at a place called Tocoy, five miles above 
Picolata, bounded on the north by the Jands of Don Manuel Solana, on the southwest by vacant lands, and 
on the west by the river St. John’s; and the remaining ten thousand acres on the banks of the river, about 
twelve miles above a place called the Ferry, below John B. Rayant, bounded on the south by the of 
John Mure; and from thence east to the head of Deep creek, taking in the east and west banks of said 
creek, and bounded on the north by the southwest line of Tocoy, and on the west by the river St. John’s, 
as results from a certificate given by the secretary of this said government, with the said date of August 
96, 1814, which is found attached to the proceedings instituted by the above-mentioned Don Juan Huertas, 
praying that the corresponding title of the said lands be given him: Therefore, and in consideration that 
the above-mentioned Don Juan Huertas has fully proved his having established said cowpen, and that he 
employs himself with the object of said concession, as is seen by the said proceedings filed in the archives 
of the present notary, and according to my decree of the 22d of the present month, I have granted, and by 
these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty, to the said Don Juan Huertas, his heirs and successors, 
the said fifteen thousand acres of land in absolute property; and I hereby, and by these presents, deliver 
him the corresponding title by which I separate it from the royal domain, from the right and dominion it 
held in said land; and I cede and transfer it to the aforesaid Don Juan Huertas, his heirs and successors, 
that, in consequence thereof, they may possess it as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any 
claim whatever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, appurtenances, and all and in general 
which hath, doth, or may belong or pertain thereto; and, it being their wish, they may sell, cede, transfer, 
barter, and alienate it at their will and pleasure. To all which I interpose my authority, as far as possible, 
and according to law, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and royal finance, 
in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, December 24, 1817. 





JOSE COPPINGER. 
By order of his excellency: 
JuAN DE Entrareo, &c., &c. 


Conformable to the original on file in the archives under my charge, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy in St, Augustine, September 18, 1821. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO.  [xs.] 


Don Andres Burgevin, of this city, and private surveyor: I certify that I have measured and laid off 
for Don Juan Huertas a tract of land containing six thousand acres, being part of one of ten thousand 
acres, situated at Buena Vista, which | measured by order of this government for the said Don Juan 
Huertas; and, being conformable in all its parts to the following plat, I sign in St. Augustine, Florida, 
May 30, 1820. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 

A copy. 

A. BURGEVIN. 

[Here follows the plat. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct translation from two documents in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation.] 


Know ye that I, Don Juan Huertas, resident of this city, do really sell to Don Francisco Julian 
Avice 6,000 acres of land, situated between the old fort of Buena Vista and a place where the military 
post is stationed or properly known by the name of Moore; which 6,000 acres of land are part of 15,000 
conceded to me by this government, giving me for the same a title of absolute property December 24, 
1817, which are known and distinguished under the following dimensions and’ boundaries: bounded on 
the north by the lands of Don Pedro Cocifacio, near the old fort of Buena Vista; on the east by vacant 
lands; on the south by those of Moore; and on the west by the river St. John’s; and I sell him the 
boundaries and dimensions already explained in the place pointed out, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, 
customs, rights, and appurtenances, which it has, or may belong to it, free from any claim whatever, in 
the sum of $3,075, which the purchaser has paid me in cash. In virtue of all which I separate myself 
from the right of property and possession I had to said land, which I cede, renounce, and transfer in favor 
of the purchaser, and in whomsoever may represent his right, that he may, as his own, dispose of it at 
his will, binding myself to the eviction and goodness of this sale in favor of the purchaser with my 
present and future property, with power to the tribunals that they may compel me to the compliance 
thereof. And I, the said Don Francisco J. Avice, being present, do accept in my favor this deed, and by 
it received as purchased the said 6,000 acres of land in the price and manner they are sold me. Both 
parties signing these presents in the presence of the witnesses, who also signed, in St. Augustine, 
September 12, 1821. 

JUAN HUERTAS. 
F. J. AVICE. 
Witnesses: Franco, J. Fatto. 
CuarLes VIGNOLES. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
¥. J. FATIO, S. BL. C. 


DECREE, 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 
1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. April 14, 1824. 
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No. 9.—See Reporr No. 3. 
Joseph M. Arredondo vs. The United States. For twenty thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Joseph M. Arredondo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
tract of land consisting of twenty thousand acres, situated at a place called the Big Hammock, about 
twenty miles from the river Suwanee; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to 
him by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815; a certified copy of the said 
title is herewith filed, and is dated March 20, 1817. And your memorialist further showeth that he is 
legally in possession of said lands, and was so before the cession in 1821; that he is a Spanish subject, 
native of East Florida, and at present a resident of the Island of Cuba. 

JOSE. M. ARREDONDO. 


[Translation. ] 
Title of propérty in favor of Don José de la Maza Arredondo for twenty thousand acres of land. 


Don José Coppinger, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, political and military governor pro tem., and 
chief of the royal domain of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, by royal order of March 29, 1815, his Majesty has been pleased to approve the favors-and 
rewards proposed by my predecessor, Brigadier General Don Sebastian Kindelan, for the officers and 
soldiers, both of the regulars and of the militia, of this province, who contributed to the defence thereof 
during the rebellion, one of the said favors being the concession of vacant lands; and whereas Don José 
de la Maza Arredondo, captain of the local militia of the Spanish company in the town of Fernandina, 
has made known to me the distinguished and extraordinary services rendered by him, in a personal and 
pecuniary manner, in the defence of this said province during the insurrection therein, with economy to the 
royal revenue as a faithful subject, as is fully stated in his memorial, dated the 18th of the present 
month, according to which, by my decree of this day, I have thought proper to accede to his prayer 
relative to the granting of ‘him tw enty thousand acres of land, with a title of absolute property, in the 
lands known by the name of Alachua, about eighty miles distant from this city, at a place called Big 
Hammock, about twenty miles from the river Suwanee, and sixty miles west of St. John’s river, not 
preventing, as soon as there is an opportunity, and the tranquillity of the province is entirely re-established, 
that a survey of the lands be made, that the limits and boundaries may be made known by the corres- 
ponding plat, as will be fully seen by the said proceedings filed in the office of archives of the present 
notary: Wherefore, and in consideration of said commendable services, agreeably to the will of the 
sovereign, and what is set forth in the laws to recompense with distinction those who may be worthy, 
according to the nature of said services, and the individuals who have rendered them, I have thought 
proper to grant, and by these presents do grant, in the name of his Majesty and his royal justice, which I 
administer, to the said Don José de la Maza Arredondo the said twenty thousand acres of land in the 
place pointed out, without injury to a third person, for himself, his heirs, and successors, in absolute 
property; and in granting, as Ido by these presents, the corresponding title by which I separate the 
royal domain from the right and domain it had to said land; and I cede and transfer the same to the 
above-mentioned Don José de la Maza Arredondo, his heirs and. successors, that they may, in consequence 
thereof, possess the same as their own, make use of and enjoy it, free from any encumbrance whatever, with 
all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has had, has, and of custom and by 
Jaw belong or may appertain thereto; and, being their will, they may sell, cede, transfer, and alienate it 
as may best suit them. To all which I give the sanction of my authority, as I can, and of right ought 
to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary uf government and royal domain, 
in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, March 20, 1817. ; 
JOSE COPPINGER. 


By order of his excellency: 
Juan DE Entratco, Notary of Government and the Royal Domain. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
filed in the office of the public archives. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE. 
Joseph M. Arredondo vs. The United States. For twenty thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 
1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. April 16, 1824. 


No. 10.—See Rerorr No. 3. 
Charles W. Bulow’s executors vs, The United States. For four thousand acres of land in two tracts. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Geddes, Duke Goodman, and William Lance, executors of the last will and 
testament of Charles W. Bulow, deceased, on behalf of the heirs of the said Bulow, respectfully showeth: 
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That the heirs of said Bulow claim title to four thousand acres of land comprised in two separate tracts, 
as follows: the first tract is situated between the rivers Tomoca and Matanzas, in the place called 
Graham’s swamp, containing three thousand four hundred and eighty-six acres, bounded on the west 
py the public road from Mosquito to St. Augustine, on the north and northeast by a marsh and the Haul- 
over creek, and on the south by the lands of Mr. Ormond. The second tract contains five hundred and 
fourteen acres, is situated on the west side of the river Halifax, bounded on the south by John Russell’s 
land, on the north by Farquhar Bethune’s land, and on all other sides by vacant lands; which two tracts 
above mentioned, making four thousand acres, were granted to John Russell by the Spanish government 
under Governor Estrada, July 28, 1812, in exchange for a vessel called the schooner Barbarita, which will 
fully appear by a reference to a volume of original documents on the subject, stitched together, and re- 
maining in the office of public archives kept by W. Reynolds, esq., in this city, to which are annexed the 
order of survey, certificates of survey, and plats. And your memorialists further show that, immediately 
on receiving said grant, the said John Russell took possession of the said land, but a few years after- 
ward died, and the title to the same was confirmed by the Spanish government to his heirs, as appears 
by the above documents; that the said Charles W. Bulow purchased from the heirs of Russell, for a valu- 
able consideration, August 1, 1821, the two tracts of land aforesaid, the deed of conveyance for which is 
recorded in the public office of records in the city of St. Augustine, kept by Mr. Tingle; that, in virtue of 
said purchase, the said Charles W. Bulow immediately took possession of the said tracts of land, and 
planted and improved a part of one of the tracts, and erected buildings; that your memorialists still keep 
a great number of slaves on the said land employed in the cultivation of the cane; that the said Charles 
W. Bulow died in the city of St. Augustine a few months ago, a citizen of the United States. All of which 
is respectfully submitted by 
JOHN RODMAN, Aftorney for Claimants. 
Sr. Aveustinr, November 29, 1823. 


Charles W. Bulow’s executors vs. The United States. For six hundred and seventy-five acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Geddes, Duke Goodman, and William Lance, executors of the last will and 
testament of Charles W. Bulow, deceased, on behalf of the heirs of said Bulow, claim title to six hundred 
and seventy-five acres of land, situated on the west side of the Halifax river, bounded on the north-by 
lands of John Russell, on the south by lands of Fulano Dean, on the east by lands of John Russell, and 
on the west by vacant land; which said tract of six hundred and seventy-five acres are granted to the 
said John Russell by the Spanish government under Governor Estrada, July 12, 1828, on what is called 
headrights, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790; the original grant for which, with the survey 
and plat, is annexed to and forms a part of a volume of original documents relating to two tracts, com- 
prising four thousand acres of land, which were granted to John Russell at the same time, in exchange 
for a vessel called the Barbarita; which said volume of original documents are stitched together, and 
remaining in the office of public archives kept by W. Reynolds, esq., in this city. And your memorialists 
further show that, immediately on receiving said grant, the said John Russell took possession of the said 
land, but a few years afterwards died, and the title to the same was confirmed by the Spanish govern- 
ment to his heirs, as appears by the above-mentioned document; that the said Charles W. Bulow purchased 
from the heirs of Russell, for a valuable consideration, August 1, 1821, the said tract of six hundred and 
seventy-five acres, together with the two tracts making four thousand acres aforesaid, the deed of con- 
veyance for which is recorded in the public office of records in the city of St. Augustine kept by Mr. 
Tingle; that in virtue of the said purchase the said Charles W. Bulow immée#liately took possession of the 
said tracts of land, and planted and improved a part of one of the tracts of land, and erected buildings; 
that your memorialists still keep a great number of slaves on the said land employed in the cultivation 
of the cane; that the said Charles W. Bulow died in the city of St. Augustine a few months ago, a citizen 
of the United States. All of which is respectfully submitted by 

° JOHN RODMAN, Attorney for Claimants. 

Sr. Aueustine, November 29, 1823. 


(Translation. ] 


PETITION. 
To his excellency the governor: 


I, Mr. John Russell, a new settler in this prevince, do appear before your excellency, and, with due 
respect say that when I took the oath of fidelity and allegiance to his Catholic Majesty his excellency 
Don Juan José de Estrada, governor pro tempore of this province, insinuated to me that the government 
was in want of a vessel, the size of which should be calculated to go in and out over the bar of this 
harbor; and that as the funds of the royal treasury were exhausted, and such vessel could not be paid for 
in specie, they would be glad to buy it and pay for it with a grant of land proportioned to its value. In 
consequence of that insinuation, I ordered the building of the schooner in which I have just arrived to 
this port with my family and some of my slaves, called the Perseverance, of fifty-eight tons burden, draw- 
ing only six feet when loaded. The capacity of the vessel is equal to three hundred flour barrels and 
more; her timbers and materials are of the best quality, which can be ascertained by a survey of expe- 
rienced men; on account of all which, besides being a fast sailing vessel, she is well calculated for this 
port, and I offer the same to the government, contenting myself to receive in payment for it the title of 
absolute domain and property to four thousand acres of land situated in some part of this province, as I 
may fix my choice; also, the absolute title of such lands which I have petitioned for, and which I am 
entitled to in virtue of my headrights, according to the number of persons composing my family and that 
of my slaves. Therefore, I beg your excellency to consider my preceding proposal as being actually made, 
and to accept it should your excellency deem it just and reasonable. St. Augustine of Florida, July 8, 


1812. 
JOHN RUSSELL. 


DECREE. 


_ Let the governor pro tem., my predecessor, Don Juan José de Estrada, give such information as may 
be in his power. 


KINDELAN. 
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INFORMATION. 


When I admitted as a vassal of his Catholic Majesty our lord Don Ferdinand VU, the petitioner 
which took place in the preceding year as it appears by the oath he took, which is registered in the office 
of the secretary of the government, he represented to me that in Providence, of which place he was an 
inhabitant, he had left on the stocks a schooner in which he intended to bring to this place his family and 
property, and he believed that vessel was very well calculated for the service of this port, and he would 
offer it for sale to the administrator of the royal domain in case it would suit. Having received this 
information, and knowing the general scarcity of specie in the royal treasury, I gave him to understand 
through the organ of Mr. John Forbes, that if he thought proper to make a gracious present of the same 
to the King, in that case, as soon as he would take possession of the lands which he was to have as a new 
settler, the royal title to them would be immediately granted to him, which otherwise he was not entitled to 
until after having cultivated them for ten years without intermission. The said Forbes insinuated to me 
that the proposal had not been disagreeable to the petitioner, who answered that when, in due time, the 
vessel with other circumstances relating to it would be examined, he would then enter into a treaty about 
it. This is what took place with respect to that business, and this is all the information I have to give 
your excellency, in conformity to the superior decree which precedes. St. Augustine, July 8, 1812. 

JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aueustine, Florida, July 8, 1812. 


Let the officers of the royal domain give their information. 
KINDELAN. 


Sr. Avcustine, Florida, July 9, 1812. 


The officers of the royal domain observe a notable difference between the exposition of Don Juan 
José de Estrada—having offered to Mr. John Russell the title of property to the lands which would be 
awarded to him in proportion to the number of persons comprising his family, provided he would conve 
to the royal domain the property of the schooner said to be building, from which title it would follow that 
he would immediately acquire the faculty of disposing of said lands as he would think fit, which other- 
wise he could not do, as the royal title to them would not be granted until after having cultivated them 
for ten years together and proving the same to the satisfaction of the government, and the exposition of 
Russell, saying that four thousand acres more were offered to him, with the faculty of locating them where 
he chose; but for all that, considering that Russell has every appearance of being a settler of good faith; 
that to all such lands are granted gratuitously; that a great number of acres are still left unceded, and 
of course without utility to anybody; considering, also, the situation in which we find ourselves, and the 
want of such a vessel as the proposed schooner is said to be for the service of this port; our opinion is 
that, after somewhat reducing the number of acres, or in case of a refusal on the part of Russell to accede 
to put a reduction, his proposal ought to be accepted in its full extent, with the reserve, however, of what 
his Majesty may determine, after taking cognizance of the subjects, and with the reserve of what may 


follow from the survey and her appraisement, made by proper judges, of the said vessel. 
MANUEL LOPEZ. 


© 
DECREE. 


Let this be communicated to the interested party, who, in his answer, will make known where he 
wishes to locate the lands he petitions for. 
KINDELAN. 


PETITION. 


To his excellency the governor : 

I, Mr. John Russell, a new settler of this province, with due respect appear before your excellency, 
and, being informed of the decrees and informations which have taken place relative to my annexed peti- 
tion, say that, as I am not sufficiently acquainted with, lands in this province, it is not in my power to 
designate precisely the site of the four thousand acres alluded to in my first petition, but I do promise, 
without hesitation, to take them out of the vacant lands situated between the head of the river Matanzas 
and the river Tomoca, in which territory the surveyor whom the governor may appoint will survey them 
in such place or places which I may select, and in which are also located the lands which, as a new settler, 
I solicited, which may be seen in my petition recorded in the secretary’s office; as to the notable difference 
which the officers of the royal domain observe between my exposition and the information given by Don 
Juan José de Estrada, it would not have appeared to them so notable if they had read my first petition 
with more attention. In no part of it do I say that four thousand acres of land were offered to me, as said 
officers have it; my proposal is clear, plain, and just. Besides, as the value of my schooner is greater 
than that of the lands I solicit in payment of it, for this reason, as I do not accede to the reserve men- 
tioned by the treasury department, of submitting ultimately to the decision of a superior authority, I 
expect to receive the lands at the moment I deliver up my vessel in the manner expressed in my petition, 
and the business will be then concluded. I therefore pray that your excellency will be*pleased to deter- 
mine what you may think proper on the subject. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, July 10, 1812. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, July 10, 1812. 


Let the above proceedings be carried back to the treasury department, in order that the officers of 
the same may make their remarks. 


KINDELAN. 
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INFORMATION. 


Sr. Aueustine, Florida, July 11, 1812. 


Any one, witbout much meditation being required on his part, will perceive that Russell wishes to 
have the title of property to two tracts of land—one in payment for his schooner, and the other on his 
quality of a new settler, according to the number of his family; and that Don Juan José de Estrada spoke 
only of granting immediately the title of property to the tract which the petitioner had obtained for his 
headrights as a compensation for the schooner; but the treasury department waives all this, although 
at the same time the officers of the same are surprised at the expressions in which it is attempted to make 
void their first information; and they are now of opinion that the vessel may be surveyed and appraised 
by the King’s master ship-carpenter and caulker, he being the only judge of such matters in this place, 
and by the captain of the schooner St. Augustine, Don Miguel Acosta, as soon as he arrives, and who it 
is expected will arrive in a very short time. However, your excellency will determine for the best. 

MANUEL LOPEZ. 


. 
DECREE, 


Sr. Aveustine, July 11, 1812. 


Be it as it seems proper to the officers of the royal treasury, who will appoint on their part a person 
to superintend the proposed operations. 
KINDELAN. 


SURVEY. 


In conformity to the preceding decree, we went on board of the vessel which is the subject of this 
transaction. We examined it minutely, also everything respecting the masts and rigging thereof, and, 
after a consultation as to its value, we believe, according to our knowledge and conscience, that it is worth 
two thousand six hundred dollars, this being the sum resulting from the inventory which was taken. The 
whole proceeding took place in the presence of Don Tadeo de Arribas, commissioned by the treasurer to 
superintend the survey and the appraisement. In proof of which, we sign the document in St. Augustine, 
Florida, July 13, 1812. 

RAFAEL DEAZ, for Don Miguel Acosta, who cannot sign. 
FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO. 
Under my inspection: 
TaDEO DE ARRIBAS. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, July 15, 1812. 


Let these proceedings be returned to the treasury department for such purposes as may be 
convenient. Annex to them the appraisement which has been made in detail of the vessel and its appur- 
tenances, the hull, the sails, &c., as without such document it is impossible to judge of the appraisement. 

KINDELAN. 


INFORMATION. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, July 15, 1812. 


According to the report of good judges, the vessel is found with every necessary requisite, is in good 
state for service, and well calculated to go in and out over the bar of this harbor, which is very bad. The 
schooner which is at this time in the service of the governor was formerly the launch of the pilot of the 
bar, and for a long time was employed in piloting vessels in and out; it was afterwards rigged as a 
schooner, is now very old, and is not worth the expense of putting to it a new set of sails, which is much 
wanted; and would have been sold in the Havana last year if a vessel could have been procured fit for 
the same service. From these circumstances, from the difficulty of meeting another opportunity as good 
as this, and from the scarcity of specie in the royal treasury, it appears that we are justified and author- 
ized to take advantage of this opportunity, without waiting for the decision of his Majesty, who, it is 
believed, will approve it as soon as he is well informed of the whole. But your excellency will determine 
what you may deem most proper. The officers of the department of the royal treasury abstain from 
speaking about lands, as the royal orders which regulate these matters have never been communicated to 
them, as they are not acquainted with the locality of those which Russell petitions for, as they do not 
know whether the same are or are not claimed by some other persons, as they are ignorant of their value, 
although this cannot be great, where there is still so much land unoccupied and distributing gratis. 

MANUEL LOPEZ. 


APPRAISEMENT. 


Sr. Aveustine, July 15, 1812. 


In conformity to the decree of his excellency the governor of this place, dated this day, relative to 
the transactions with John Russell, a new settler of this province, the following appraisement has been 
formed by the master ship-carpenter, Don Rafael Deaz, and Don Miguel Acosta, captain of the King’s 
schooner the St. Augustine, under the inspection of Don Tadeo de Arribas, commissioned by the treasurer, 
Don Manuel Lopez, comptroller of the royal treasury, of the schooner called Perseverance, commanded by 
Don Thomas Forrest, owned by the children of the said Russell, to wit: for the hull of the schooner, 
which measures from head to stern 54 feet 24 inches, 16 feet and } inch beam; her hold 5 feet 10 inches 
deep, and 583 tons burden, with her two masts, yards, bowsprit, topmast, &c., $1,938. 

[Here follows the appraisement of the apparel and furniture of the schooner, which, with $1,938, the 
sum which the vessel, masts, yards, &c., is valued at, makes the amount of the appraisement at $2,600. ] 

RAFAEL DEAZ, for Don Miguel Acosta, who cannot write. 
SQUIRE ARREDONDO. 

Under my inspection: 

TaDEO DE ARRIBAS. 
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DECREE, 


Sr. Aveustine, July 17, 1812, 


. I approve the opinion of the officers of the treasury department; and, in conformity thereto, let the 
bargain relative to the said schooner be concluded with every requisite formality, and let the title of 
property be given to John Russell to four thousand acres in that part of the country he indicates in his last 


petition. 
KINDELAN. 
PETITION. 


To his excellency the governor: 

I, John Russell, a new settler of this province, with due respect, appear before your excellency and 
say that, knowing the purport of your excellency’s decree which follows the proceedings concerning m 
said schooner Perseverance, to which I gave my assent, and expect at the same time to re@eive the titles 
of property to the land which have been granted to me as a new settler, of which I make mention in my 
first petition; in consequence of which I beg your excellency to order that the title of property to the four 
thousand acres which I am to receive as a consideration for my schooner, and the title of property to the 
lands granted to me as a new settler, be given to me at the same time. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 


Sr. Aveustine, July 17, 1812. 
DECREE. 


Let the treasury department inform on the subject. 
KINDELAN. 


INFORMATION, 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, July 17, 1812. 


In the first petition which Russell presented on the 8th instant he offered his schooner on the condition 
that he would receive for it the title of 4,000 acres, and also the title of property to the lands which, as a 
new settler, he had petitioned for, proportioned to the number of his family; and the decree of your excel- 
lency of yesterday refers only to the 4,000 acres, the price of said schooner. The officers of the treasury 
are ignorant of the import of John Russell’s petition, as they have already said, and say again, that they 
are as yet unacquainted with the royal orders by which such matters are regulated; but it appears to 
them that if the title of property be given to the petitioner to 4,000 acres in consideration of his schooner, 
the same may be given, also, for his other lands as ‘a new settler, particularly as we understand that, 
without that condition, the proportion to the number of his family and the slaves he has imported. Your 
excellency will, nevertheless, determine what you will deem best. 

MANUEL LOPEZ. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, July 20, 1812. 


Let the above be communicated to the interested party. 
KINDELAN. 


PETITION. 


To his excellency the governor: 


I, John Russell, a new settler in this province, with due respect, appear before your excellency, and 
having received notification of the information of the treasury department, and of the decree of your 
excellency annexed to it, say that, as all the timbers of my schooner are mahogany, it is worth at least 
$5,000, although the surveyors appointed to survey and appraise her have limited its value to two thousand 
six hundred dollars. This difference is owing to their not having considered the intrinsic value of 
mahogany, and that of pine and other inferior timber, which do not cost half the labor which the mahogany 
does. Therefore, the genuine value of said schooner ought to be considered equivalent to $5,000, and I 
would not take less for her if I was to be paid in cash. At the same time I have to observe to your 
excellency that, during the war between Great Britain and the United States, it will be impossible for me 
to import in this province the rest of my slaves, and, considering the difficulty of exporting negroes from 
Bahama islands, I shall want at least twelve months from the time the said war is concluded to take away 
my slaves; and, as I wish to invest the greater part of my property in negroes, I have to beg your excel- 
lency to delay giving me the title to the lands which I petitioned for on the 22d of June last year, until 
the conclusion of the term mentioned; and as soon as this is granted to me, together with the title of property 

-to the 4,000 acres of land already decreed by your excellency on the 16th instant, and that in case said 
lands could not be found in the place mentioned, when the surveyor shall have to survey them, they may 
be located in the part known under the name of Twelve-mile swamp. I am ready to deliver faithfully my 
vessel to the government; therefore beg your excellency to accede to this my petition, and order a certificate 
of the document, which will be drawn to that effect, be given to me to serve me as a guarantee. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, July 22, 1812. 


DECREE, 


Sr. Aveustine, July 22, 1812. 


Let this be communicated to the comptroller of the treasury, together with the document showing 
the oath of fidelity and allegiance which John Russell took before my predecessor, with everything relating 
to this business. 


KINDELAN. 
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INFORMATION. 


Sr. Aucustine, Florida, July 25, 1812. 


Mr. John Russell declared on June 10, 1811, that he had in Providence a schooner, 62 tons burden,,. 
worth $6,000, with all her apparel, and one hundred negroes, and that he wished to import the whole to 
this province; that, in the same place, he had landed property to the amount of $15,000, nineteen horses, 
four hundred sheep, and sixty head of cattle. He has now brought property to the amount of $7,004 87 
in effects, household furniture, sheep and horses, including his schooner, valued, as he says, at $5,000. 
He has also brought his wife and children, and eighteen slaves. What he petitions for now appears to be 
reasonable, and the officers of the treasury department, and that the title of the property may be given to 
him now according to the number of his family he presents, together with the title to four thousand acres 
already granted him for his schooner, and keep in reserve for him for the space of ten or twelve months 
after the conclusion of the war between Great Britain and the United States, the land contiguous to the 
first grant, in order to enlarge it in proportion to the number of hands he will import, and not grant the 
said lands reserved for John Russell to anybody else, although petitioned for, until the expiration of the 
stipulated period, and then only the government will be at liberty to grant the said reserved lands to any- 
body they please, in case John Russell should not have completed the importation of what he has mentioned 
in his declaration. If your excellency agree that, in conformity to this opinion, the said titles of property 
may be granted to the petitioner, you will be pleased also to order the delivery of the said schooner to 
Captain Miguel Acosta, with all the articles mentioned in the inventory, and whatever may belong to the 
said vessel, and might not have been included in said inventory, and would be necessary for the navigation 
of the same; and also the delivery of a certified copy of all these, proceedings to the petitioner according 
to his wish. 

MANUEL LOPEZ. 
OATH. 


I, Don Tomas de Aguilar, secretary pro tem. of this government, certify that, in the book No. 10, in 
which are registered the oaths df fidelity which the non-settler takes, the oath taken by John Russell is 
registered in the second folio, the tenor of which is as follows: “ In the city of St. Augustine, Florida, on 
June 10, 1811, before his excellency the governor pro tem. of this place and province, the lieutenant 
colonel of the army, Don Juan José de Estrada, appeared Mr. John Russell, born in South Carolina at the 
time it was a possession of the British crown, married and having five children, three of whom between 
sixteen and twenty-five years old, and the other two above eight years old, ship-carpenter by trade, but 
now dedicates himself to agriculture, and of the Protestant persuasion; under which, and with every form 
required by law, took the oath of allegiance in the presence of the secretary, deceased, and promised to 
keep fidelity and remain a faithful vassal to our sovereign the Lord Don Ferdinand the Seventh, and to be 
faithful to the authorities constituted in his name, to bear arms in defence of the province against any 
enemy that would intend to invade it, and submit entirely to the laws of the kingdom. After having 
taken said oath, he took another relating to his property, and said that, in the harbor of Providence, he 
has a schooner of 60 tons which he values at $5,000, and a parcel of sails and rigging worth about $1,000; 
one hundred negroes in Nassau, eighty of whom are above sixteen years old, and the remaining from 
eight to sixteen years old; also, landed property to the value of $1,500 situated in said place of Nassau; 
nineteen horses, four hundred sheep, and sixty head of cattle; the whole of which, or the value thereof, 
he intends to import to this province, and dedicate himself to the agriculture; and he signed the same 
with his excellency the governor, and the above-mentioned office, and which I affirm.” 

ESTRADA. 
JOHN ?:RUSSELL. 
a » TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


Before me-— / 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETA, Notary of Government. 


And in conformity of the preceding decree, I deliver the present copy in St. Augustine, July 28, 


1812. ' 
TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


PETITION. 


To his excellency the governor: 


Mr. John Russell, a new settler of this province, with due respect, appears before your excellency, 
and says that he has taken the oath of fidelity and allegiance to his Majesty, with the sincere intention 
to dedicate himself and the slaves he has, manifested in the solemn act of his oath, to the agriculture, and 
all the slaves whom he may acquire, with the proceeds of the land and other property which he has 
declared he owned on Bahama islands; and in order to realize the said project in its due time, he humbly 
begs your excellency to be pleased to grant to. him 1,200 acres of uncleared lands, situated west of 
the river Halifax, bounded north by lands granted to Mr. Farquhar Bethune, and south by lands also 
granted to Mr. Patrick Dean; and three thousand acres, or the complement of what he is to have 
according to the number of his family and slaves, north of the mouth of the river Tomoca, or where it 
is limited by the said river Halifax, bounded south by lands granted to Mrs. Russell Ormond, widow of 
James Ormond, running north, and concluding both sides of the Smith’s road, until the point which 
will terminate the lands petitioned for; and says he conforms himself to what his Majesty may please 
to determine, as to the quantity allotted, and the conditions of the grant. The whole of which is a favor 
which he expects to receive from the known justice of your excellency. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 

Sr. Aveustine, Florida, June 19, 1811. 


DECREE. 


Reserving to act on the petition of John Russell at the time he shall have imported the property he 
has sworn to, let the officers of the secretary’s office, where the said petition will be kept in reserve until 
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said period, inform the petitioner of the method adopted, and the conditions prescribed by this government 
in grants of a similar nature; and to the whole of which due attention will be paid with respect to the 


grants now in question. 
ESTRADA. 
QUINTANO. 


I, Tomas de Aguilar, secretary pro tem. of this government, do certify that the preceding copy is 
faithfully drawn from the original, which remains in the secretary’s office under my charge; and in con- 
formity to the decree of his excellency, I deliver the present in St. Augustine, Florida, July 18, 1812. 

TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


DECREE, 


Sr. Aveustine, July 28, 1812. 


In consequence of these proceedings, and of the information of the comptroller of the treasury relat- 
ing to the acquisition of the schooner proposed by John Russell to the government in exchange for vacant 
lands, it is hereby declared that the said Russell is lawfully and absolutely proprietor of 675 acres of 
land, to be in the vacant lands west of the river Halifax, bounded north by lands granted to Mr. Farquhar 
Bethune, and south by others alsu granted to Mr. Patrick Dean, according to the said number of 675 
acres to the family which Russell now presents, at the rate of 50 acres to himself, and the same number 
to his wife, both being head of family, and 25 acres for every one of his five children and 18 slaves, 
according to the customary rule observed in granting lands, and a reserve will be made; but no grant 
will be given of 2,050 acres, which will be the complement for the one hundred slaves which he said he 
would import, which reserved Jands will be granted in proportion to the number of hands he will import; 
said reserve will have the full force for the space of ten months after the conclusion of the present war 
between Great Britain and the United States of America, and in the case John Russell, in the specified 
time, had not imported more hands, then the government will be at liberty to dispose of said lands as they 
please. It is also hereby declared that John Russell is equally absolute proprietor of the 4,000 acres of 
land mentioned in my decree of the 16th instant, situated between the Matanzas and Tomoca rivers; and 
in case that, at the time the surveyor will go and survey them, the said number of acres will not be found, 
let it be completed in that uncleared tract called Twelve-miles swamp; and after ascertaining the measure- 
ments and boundaries, which cannot be known now, the title of property will be granted to John Russell, 
and, in the interim, the certificates he solicits will be to him as an equivalent of the titles in form. And 
he will receive said certificate from the witness and assistant, Don Juan de Entralgo and Don Bernardo 
José Segui, as the only notary of the government and province is very sick. Let this determination be 
made known to John Russell, in order that, in virtue thereof, he deliver the schooner to the officers of the 
royal domain, and with her, all her appurtenances, of which the treasury department will receive due 
notice; let it be understood that said schooner will henceforward be called the Barbarita, and will be 
manned by a captain, a pilot, a boatswain, and five sailors; let a consultation take place to determine the 
precise salary of every one of them; and let this be communicated to the officers of the royal treasury 
that they may carry it into effect. 

KINDELAN. 


[Here this part of the record contains irrelevant matter. ] 


PETITION. 


To his excellency the governor : 


Mr. John Russell, a new séttler of this province, respectfully represents to your excellency that, as 
he is entitled to 4,000 acres of land, situated between the rivers Matanzas and Tomoca, which the govern- 
ment thought fit to grant him in exchange for a schooner to him belonging; and also to 675 acres of land 
west of the river Halifax, corresponding with the number of persons composing his family, and which he 
manifested in his oath when he was admitted as a new settler, with the reserve that said grant would be 
increased after completing the introduction of his slaves; and as he wishes to have the two tracts surveyed, 
and as there is no surveyor general in this place to do it, he begs your excellency may be pleased to 
authorize to that effect Mr. William Lawrence, who is acquainted with that possession, and has performed 
the duties of it in the case of other persons. And the petitioner doubts not that he will receive this favor 
from the well-known justice of your excellency. 

JOHN RUSSELL. 


Sr. Augustine, Florida, February 29, 1813. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, March 1, 1813. 
Let the comptroller’s office inform on the subject. 
KINDELAN. 


INFORMATION. 
Sr. Aveustine, March 10, 1813. 


In the decree of your excellency, dated July 28, 1812, it was ordered to give to John Russell a copy 
of the whole proceedings relating to the mentioned lands, in order that the said copy should serve him as 
an equivalent of the titles of property which would be given to him in due form as soon as the said lands 
could be surveyed, the measurement and boundaries being unknown at the said date. In the same decree 
it was ordered to keep in reserve, for the use of John Russell, until ten months after the conclusion of the 
present war between Great Britain and the United States of America, as much land as corresponded to 
the complement of 100 negroes, whom he declared he would import, after which period the government 
was to be at liberty to dispose of said lands in case that the petitioner should not then have brought a 
greater number of hands. Considering the above circumstance, and considering also that every time 
Russell would bring in more hands the survey should be repeated, it appears that, as the copy he has 
obtained is equivalent to the title itself, the want of which cannot be prejudicial to him, as in such a case 
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the government should interfere in his behalf, it is proper to wait until the said epoch of ten months after 
the conclusion of the war between the mentioned powers, and then at once survey and assign the bounda- 
ries of such lands as the petitioner will be then entitled to; and let a copy of this and of the decree which 
will follow, be given to him, if he requires it, in order that he may at all times prove his desire to obtain 
the titles. But your excellency will determine, as you think proper, whether the survey ought to take 

lace now or be delayed, so that the interested party be best satisfied, as the treasury department is 
deficient in the knowledge of these particulars. 





MANUEL LOPEZ. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, March 10, 1813. 


Let it be done in conformity to the opinion of the comptroller. Therefore let the copy called for by 
the officer be drawn by Don Juan Entralgo and Don José Bernardo Segui, who, after having accepted the 
commission, and sworn to the fulfilment of it, will serve as witnesses and assistants in lieu of the notary; 
and all this being done, let it be annexed to the former proceedings, and delivered to the interested party. 

KINDELAN. 


PETITION. 
To his excellency the governor : , 

Don José Mariano Hernandez, a planter of this province, with due respect to your excellency, repre- 
sents that, for reasons which may be important to him, it is necessary to him that the annexed document 
in the English language should be translated into the Spanish idiom; and to that effect he begs your 
excellency to be pleased to order the translation to be made by a capable person; after which, that the 
original be returned to him, and he will promptly defray the expenses attending it. This favor he expects 


from the justice of your excellency. 
JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 
Sr. Aveustine, Florida, January 31, 1820. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, February 1, 1820. 

The presentation of the annexed document is acknowledged, and, as there is no public interpreter, 
let it be translated by Don Bernardo Segui, who is capable to do it; let his acceptation and oath be pre- 
viously received before the present notary, and, after it is done, let the information of it be given. 

COPPINGER. 
Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Don José Mariano 
Hernandez; to which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


NOTIFICATION AND OATH OF THE INTERPRETER. 


On the same day I notified to Don Berriardo Segui the appointment of interpreter, given to him in 
the said decree, who, after having taken cognizance of it, said he accepted, and did accept it, promising 
under his oath, legally taken, to exercise well and faithfully the functions of this charge to the utmost of 
his understanding and knowledge, and signed the same; to which I certify. 

BERNARDO SEGULI. 


JUAN DE ENTRALGO, 


Before me— 


{Translation. ] 


POWER OF ATTORNEY. 
Georeia, Glynn County: 

Be it known that I, Mary Russell, of the State and county aforesaid, administratrix of John Russell, 
formerly an inhabitant of the province of East Florida, in virtue of various causes and considerations 
which move me thereunto, have appointed, ordained, authorized, and elected, and by this do appoint, 
ordain, authorize, and elect, Mr. José M. Hernandez, of the province of East Florida, my true and legal 
attorney, in order that forme, and in my name, and for my personal use and benefit, he may ask, demand, 
present himself to collect and receive all such sums of money, debts, and other claims that might be due 
to the estate of my husband, deceased, and to make use, in my name, of all the means the law requires to 
obtain the recovery of the same, to attach if necessary, or to compromise and liquidate with the cor- 
responding and sufficient discharge; and in order that he may proceed for me in all my affairs and legal 
acts with the necessary latitude, in the same manner as .if I was personally present, appoint attorneys 
under him, and revoke them as he thinks fit, and give to the said, my attorney, the most ample faculties 
which in right belongs to him as such 

In testimony thereof, I sign and seal the present power December 16, 1819, and in the forty-fourth 
year of the independence of the United States of America. 

MARY RUSSELL. [1. s.] 


Acknowledged, signed, and sealed in our presence. 


Grorce Marsu, Justice of the Peace. 
T. Apranams, Notary Public of Glynn county. 


. The preceding translation is well and faithfully made, according to the best of my knowledge and 
understanding, and I refer to the original thereof; and, in conformity to the superior mandate, I draw 
and sign it in St. Augustine, Florida, February 3, 1820, 


BERNARDO SEGUI. 
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DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 3, 1820, 


I have seen the preceding translation, and let the same be communicated to the petitioner for hig 
legal purposes. 
COPPINGER. 


JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


Before me— 


NOTIFICATION. 


St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the present decree to Don José Mariano 
Hernandez; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


PETITION. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 3, 1820. 


Don José Mariano Hernandez, a planter of this province, respectfully represents to your excellency 
that the documents, and the translation thereof annexed, prove that he is fully authorized by Mrs. Maria 
Russell, widow and administratrix of Mr. John Russell, formerly an inhabitant of this province, to attend 
to all the business which he left undecided in it; and as he must always have before him said 
instrument for the legal uses of his commission, and in order that the same may not be mislaid, the 
petitioner begs your excellency may be pleased to order the present secretary to give him a certified copy 
of the power aforesaid, and to record the original thereof in the public archives, there to remain safe 
against any accident. Therefore, may it please your excellency to provide in conformity to this petition; 
which favor is expected from the known justice of your excellency, 

JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, February 4, 1820. 
Granted. 
- COPPINGER. 
Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 
NOTIFICATION. 


St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Don José Mariano 
Hernandez; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


It is conformable to the originals, which remain in the archives under my charge; and, in obedience 
to superior orders, I seal and sign the present certified copy in St. Augustine, Florida, February 5, 1820. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


PETITION. 
To his excellency the governor: 


Don José Mariano Hernandez, a planter of this province, in his capacity of attorney of Mrs. Maria 
Russell, widow and administratrix of Mr. John Russell, as it is proved by the power duly annexed, with 
due respect represents to your excellency that in the year 1812 the government admitted as a new settler 
of this province the said Russell, deceased. He brought to this place from the island of New Providence, 
as part of his property a schooner, which he proposed to convey to the treasury department in exchange 
for four thousand acres of land, and the title of property to such as were granted to him in proportion to 
the number of his family and slaves, in his quality of a new settler; and the government having acceded 
to the said proposition, as it is proved by the documents recorded in the secretary’s office, he petitioned 
that the four thousand acres of land granted for the consideration of said schooner might be located and 
surveyed between the rivers Matanzas and Tomoca, which so essential a requisite did not take place for 
reasons detailed in said proceedings, in which the government offers to interfere in his behalf against any 
other claimant, in order that, in case a sufficient number of acres could not be found unlocated in the 
place aforesaid, he may be entitled to complete the same in the swamp called the Twelve-mile swamp. 
The said John Russell having taken sick and died in Fernandina, his widow met with many difficulties 
to import the remainder of the slaves whom she owned in New Providence, and lost by that the hope of 
obtaining more lands than those which were granted to them at the time of their emigration to this 
province, and, by the same reasons, was prevented from petitioning again for the location and survey of 
said lands; which location and survey are indispensable circumstances, although she considers herself as 
the absolute proprietor of said land, in virtue of the proceedings aforesaid. Therefore, she now petitions 
that the said location and survey may be carried into effect in the place designated by the surveyor, Don 
George Clarke, who is now in this city, and she begs your excellency to order in conformity to her petition, 
which act of justice she expects from the correct administration of your excellency. St. Augustine, 
February 8, 1820. 

JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 


DECREE, 


Let the power of attorney which has been presented be annexed to the proceedings referred to, and let 
the whole be presented again. 
COPPINGER. 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 














CLAIMS IN FLORIDA. 





NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, in the same month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Don José Mariano 
Hernandez; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, February 11, 1820. 
Having seen, let the survey, as solicited, be made by the surveyor, George Clarke. 


COPPINGER. 


Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Don José 
Mariano Hernandez; to which I certify. 
+ ENTRALGO. 


PETITION. 


To his excellency the governor: 


Don Santiago Russell, an inhabitant of this province, with due respect, represents to your excellency 
that, for the purposes which may be convenient to him, he finds it necessary that, by the interpreter whom 
your excellency may authorize to that effect, the annexed English document may be translated in the 
Spanish language. Therefore, he begs your excellency will be pleased to order the same to be done, and 
he will pay the expenses thereof. Florida, June 13, 1821. 

JAMES RUSSELL. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, June 13, 1821. 


The annexed document is presented, and, as there is no public interpreter, let the translation be made 
by Don Bernardo Segui, after his having accepted and sworn to his commission; and when done, let it be 


brought forward. 
COPPINGER. 


Befor me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; to which I certify. - 
ENTRALGO. 


NOTIFICATION, ACCEPTATION, AND OATH. 


On the same day I notified to Don Bernardo Segui the appointment of interpreter given to him; and 
he said that he accepted it, and did accept it, promising, under his legal oath, to exercise well and faithfully 
the functions of his commission according to his best knowledge and understanding, and signed; to which 


I certify. 
BERNARDO SEGUI. 
Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


[Translation. ] 


Isntanp or Banama, New Providence: 


In the name of God, amen. I, John Russell, of the island of St. Salvador, do give, make known, and 
declare this to be my last will and testament: I give, bequeath, and leave all the property, real and 
personal, I may possess in these islands, in the State of Georgia, and anywhere else, to my consort, 
Maria Russell, and to my children, Isabel Russell, James Russell, James Hunter Russell, William Edward 
Russell, Richard Henry Russell, Maria Amelia Anna Russell, and to any other child my consort aforesaid 
may have by me in future, for them or their survivors; to have and to hold said property in equal parts 
or proportions, subject to the directions, limitations, and restrictions which will be detailed, to wit: It is 
my will that all my property be united and managed, under the directions of my executor or executors 
who will be named, in the most advantageous manner for the benefit of all my legatees aforesaid, until 
the youngest surviving child be twenty-one years old, if it is a male child, and eighteen years old if it is 
a female child, and then an equal division of my property will take place among the survivors; and 
should any of my children during the minority of the youngest marry, or should any other circumstance 
occur which would make it necessary to appraise said property, I charge and authorize my executors, in 
behalf of my children, to pay the most prudent attention, so that every one may have their due proportion, 
and to that effect to appraise the property according to the circumstances of the times, and leave undivided 
the remainder of the property belonging to the other legatees; and I declare that it is also my wish that, 
should any of my children die and leave after them lawful heirs, the said heirs shall have the portion due 
to the deceased; otherwise, said portion will be added to the common stock and belong to the surviving 
legatees. I do elect and appoint as my executor and executors of this my last will and testament my 
» consort aforesaid, my son, James Hunter Russell, and Robert Leach, of the State of Georgia; and I do 
hereby revoke and annul whatever other disposition I may have made before this moment. In testimony 
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of which, I, John Russell, testator aforesaid, do sign and seal this instrument on the 18th J anuary, of the 
year of our Lord 1811. 
JOHN RUSSELL. [L.s.] 


Signed, sealed, made known, and declared by John Russell, testator aforesaid, to be his last will and 
testament, in our presence; and at his request, and in the presence of all of us, we have subscribed our 
names. Fernandina, August 1, 1814. 

Witnesses: JoHn ARMSTRONG. 

Davin BerHett. 
J. F. THompson. 


The preceding will has been opened in our presence. 
FILIPE R. YONGE. 
FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


Secretary’s Orrice, Glynn County: 


Registered in the book D, folio 16, this 31st day of May, 1815. 
T. ABRAHAMS. 


Groraia, Glynn County: 

Before me, P. Gibson, magistrate in said county, personally appeared Mr. John Armstrong, of the 
island of Bahama, now a resident in the State of Georgia, who, being duly sworn, declared that the said 
John Russell signed, sealed, and made known, and declared the preceding instrument to be his last will 
and testament, and that witness, together with David Bethell and F. J. Thompson, subscribed their names 
thereto, having been called to witness the same. Witness also declares that when the testator aforesaid 
executed said will he was in a good state of health, and enjoying the mental faculties unimpaired. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Sworn to before me this 4th day of May, 1815. 

P. GIBSON, Justice of the Peace. 


The preceding translation is well and faithfully made according to my best knowledge and under- 
standing, for which I refer to the original; and, in conformity to superior orders, I sign the present in St. 
Augustine, of Florida, June 14, 1821. 

BERNARDO SEGUL 


DECREE. 
Sr. Augustine, June 14, 1821. 


Let the preceding be delivered to the petitioner, who will use it according to right. 
COPPINGER. 


JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


Before me— 
NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month, and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


PETITION. 


Mrs. Maria Russell, a new settler of this province, in the proceedings that have occurred before the 
tribunal of your excellency relating to 4,000 acres of land, granted as an equivalent of the vessel which 
my husband, deceased, sold to his Majesty for the public service of this place, which vessel was then 
called the Perseverance, and afterwards the Barbarita, and to 675 acres which are granted agreeably to 
the number of our family, and of the slaves whom we imported in this province, in the most proper form 
my right may require, which right was acknowledged by the act of this government, dated July 28, 1812, 
which comprehends the two grants aforesaid, appears before your excellency, in the person of my attorney, 
and say that, in consequence of my petition having been acceded to, as appears by said act, dated February 
11, 1820, I took the necessary measures to ascertain the survey of the wooded lands to be found in the 
territory situated west of the river Halifax, bounded north by lands belonging to Mr. Farquhar Bethune, 
and south by lands belonging to Mr. Patrick Dean, where the 675 acres belonging to my family are to be 
located, and the 4,000 acres to be located from the head of the river Matanzas to the river Tomoca is 
more minutely explained in said act, dated July 28, 1812; but it appears that after the surveyor, Mr. 
George Clarke, had taken the points my deceased husband fixed upon, in conformity to the grants, that 
all times they may serve as the basis of the survey, which the superior decrees declare in the most ample 
manner ought to be favorably made in behalf of the grantee, I find that within the limits of the points 
alluded, to the government has granted four tracts, to wit: one of 800 acres to Mr. Isaac Wicks; one of 
1,100 acres to Mr. P. Lynch; one of 500 acres to Mr. James Darley; and another of a smaller size to Mrs. 
Mariano Wicks. Therefore, in addition that these new grantees in no case whatever tari or ought to 
prejudice my right, as their grants are subsequent to the conclusion of my contract with the government, 
and as my singular, extraordinary, and privileged requisition cannot have any relation, or meet with any 
competition with any of them, except that they ought to be ejected from their assumed points, I will 
offer to your excellency other short reflections, by which your excellency will see that in the case 
that I should wish to occupy the vacant lands they have left, my acquisition would be illusory, as 
said lands are of no value whatever, as it appears that these new grantees have located their grants 
on the only spots that would give a value to mine, which, without or equivocation, is to consist 
of wooded lands, for which very reason the government, in case I should not find the complement 
of my lands in the wooded parts of it for the cultivation between the two rivers aforesaid, gave 
me the right of completing my said grant in the wood known by the name of Twelve-mile swamp, in 
order that my contract with the government might be fulfilled in all its parts. Neither the series of 
vicissitudes which have prevented to carry into effect the survey and fixing the boundaries, as it is 
indicated in various parts of the proceedings, can, it appears to me, intercept my rights to said wooded 
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lands, and this is proved sufficiently, without adducing others, by the two particulars already exposed, 
which I consider as decisive, as they cannot be contested by the four new grantees; neither do I consider 
that against both exceptions the right sense of justice which distinguishes, your excellency can 
oppose a determination which may be contrary to the acts of your worthy predecessors: Therefore, 
with due reverence, I beg your excellency be pleased to acknowledge this my presentation, together with 
a draught, simple, but conformable to the original, which shows that the boundaries which correspond 
with my grant comprehend within them the possessions aforesaid, in order that, on consideration thereof, 
and of all that has been exposed, your excellency be pleased to order that the grantees aforesaid yield to 
my right; and in order to obtain this end, I hope that your excellency will have the goodness to order, 
with a view that the interested parties may have the shortest notice of it, that the secretary of this 

overnment do notify a certification of the royal order obtained in approbation of my said contracts, the 
whole of which appears to me agreeable to justice in general, and in particular to which distinguishes your 
administration; and I swear that I do not proceed from malice, &c. Moreover, in order to legalize my 
lawful representation as it ought to be, I beg your excellency be pleased to order the notary in this cause, 
who is the only one employed in this government, to annex to the proceedings a certificate of the substitu- 
tion of power granted by Don José Mariano Hernandez, and also to acknowledge the presentation of the 
certificate of the will, which is duly annexed to it. I claim justice ut supra 

JAMES H. RUSSELL. 


DECREE. 
or. Augustine, June 14, 1821. 


COPPINGER. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


Let it be communicated to the auditor of war. 
Before me— 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


PETITION. 
Sr. Aveustine, June 16, 1821. 


Mr. James Russel, an inhabitant of this province, in his capacity of a lawful heir and executor of Mr. 
John Russell, deceased, in continuation of the proceedings, the object of which is to ciaim certain lands 
allotted to his father aforesaid, and in order to proceed in other particulars in the best legal form, appears 
before your excellency, and says that in order to produce a greater proof of what is asserted in the 
proceedings, although the survey of said lands have been prevented by a variety of circumstances which 
have been mentioned, still I can do it now with propriety, in observing, when | take possession, to draw 
a line north and south on the road which, west of this place, leads to the territory of Mosquito, stopping 
on the N. NW. to the S. SE., and remarking a pine tree north on the boundary line of Mr. Francis Pellicer, 
and another south on the boundary line of Mr. Ormond’s land, from which two points, both marked B R, 
the lines had to run east in order to embrace Mr. John Russell’s property: Therefore, I hope your excellency 
will be pleased to order the admission of such witnesses as I am ready to produce, who, under their legal 
oaths, will declare whether or no whatever I have related is certain, from which the spoliation of the 
grantee has suffered in his absence, will evidently appear, and in consideration of all which your excellency 
will be pleased the restitution to be made in toto. Therefore, I supplicate your excellency to provide, 
in conformity to my petition, the issuing the titles of property which are wanting as a matter of form. 
I claim justice. Moreover, as some witnesses are to be examined who are not acquainted with the Spanish 
language, I pray your excellency to be pleased to appoint an interpreter to make the necessary transla- 


tions. I claim justice, &c. 
JAMES RUSSELL. 





. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, June 16, 1821. 


As to the first and principal point of the petition, let the information offered be admitted according 
to law, and let the witnesses appear and make their declaration before the auditor of war, and according 
to the merits of the case I will dispose what is most convenient; and as to the second point, as there is 
no public interpreter, let Don Bernardo Segui be appointed, he having previously accepted the oath of 


office. 
COPPINGER. 
ARREDONDO. 


Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month, and year, I notified to Don Bernardo Segui.the appoint- 
ment of interpreter given to him, on which he said that he accepted, and he did accept it, promising, on 
his oath, legally taken, to exercise well and faithfully the functions of his commission, according to the 
best of his knowledge and understanding, and signed; which I certify. 

BERNARDO SEGUI. 


Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


DECLARATION, 


In the city of St. Augustine, of Florida, June 16, 1821, before Don Juan de Arredondo y Santelices, 
auditor of war, of this place and province, appeared Mr. Robert McHardy, an inhabitant and planter of 
‘the same, married, who, in the hands of the auditor, before me, notary, and through the organ of the 
interpreter, Don Bernardo Segui, made oath in a legal form, and promised to tell the truth in all he might 
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know relating to the questions that will be put to him respecting the case, and the meaning of the repre- 
sentation which precedes, and said that, in the year 1813, he accompanied Mr. James Russell when he 
went with some of his slaves to take possession of the lands which this government had given him ip 
consideration of the schooner Barbarita, and in his capacity of new settler, between the rivers Tomoca 
and Matanzas, in which place Russell himself designated the limits by marking some trees with letters 
which still exist, and affirmed that what he has said is the truth; that he is forty-five years old; that the 
law exceptions which have been made known to him do not affect him. And his declaration having been 
read to him, he affirmed and signed it, together with the auditor and the interpreter; which I certify, 

ROBERT McHARDY. 

BERNARDO SEGUL. 


JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


Before me— 


DECLARATION. 


In continuation appeared Don Francisco Pellicer, an inhabitant of this place, married, who, in the 
hands of the auditor, before me, the secretary, took his legal oath, promising to tell the truth in all what 
he might know relating to what he may be interrogated upon relating to the same business; said that he 
has seen the marks of letters which are found on two trees, one on the east and the other on the west; 
which two points embrace the wooded land, which is situated between the rivers Matanzas and Tomoca, 
where this government granted lands to the deceased, Mr. John Russell; which marks, as witness has 
been informed by his own children, were made by Mr. John Russell himself, as a mark of the limits and 
boundaries which were to enclose said granted lands; that this act of John Russell is of public notoriety, 
as well as his going personally with his slaves to do it. Witness says that what he has deposed is the 
truth; that he is 67 years of age; that the law exceptions do not affect him; and he signed his deposition. 
The auditor affixed his flourish; which I certify. 

(A flourish.) 


FRANCISCO PELLICER. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


Before me— 


DECLARATION, 


In continuation appeared Don José Mariano Hernandez, one of the members of the constitutional 
council of this place, who, before me, the secretary, took his legal oath, promising to tell the truth in all 
he might know, upon which he might be interrogated, relating to the representation of Mr. James Russell, 
and said that, on the wooded lands situated between the rivers Matanzas and Tomoca, he has seen some 
trees marked with initials, which operation he knows, from public notoriety, was made by the deceased 
Mr. John Russell at the same time he went with his slaves to mark the limits and take possession of the 
lands which he obtained from this government in exchange for a schooner which he sold to the revenue 
department, and of those lands which were awarded to him as a new settler. And witness has no doubt 
that the deceased John Russell aforesaid went on the mentioned lands with said intent, and that this 
happened immediately after he was declared the owner of said lands. And witness says, under his oath, 
that all this is the truth; that he is thirty-three years of age, and signed his deposition; and the auditor 
put his flourish; which I certify. 

(One flourish. ) 
JOS. M. HERNANDEZ. 

Before me— 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 
ACT. 


Sr.JAveustine, dune 18, 1821. 


Seeing the preceding, and Mr. James Russell having proved that he is a lawful son and heir of the 
deceased Mr. John Russell, and of the age of twenty-five years, he is hereby considered as a party in this, 
and as such can represent what he will think convenient on all and whatsoever rights belonging to his 
deceased father; the remuneration of Don José M. Hernandez as accepted, and the mentioned James 
Russell having sufficiently proved the spoliation of the land which the Treasury Department sold to the 
deceased in consideration for the schooner which was bought of him for the service of this place, and of 
the lands which were granted to him as a new settler, as appears in the proceedings entered into to that 
effect, and by which this process begins, as appears also in the documents he has presented, and the 
declarations taken of witnesses; first of ail, let the possession which he claims be restored to him, with the 
reserve of the respective right which the actual possessors may consider themselves to hold in order that 
they make use of it should they think proper so to do; in virtue of which, in order that the restitution 
may be carried into effect, let Don Francisco José Fatio be commissioned for that special act, with all the 
faculties the law requires in consideration of the physical impossibility in which the auditor, and the only 
notary of this province are of going personally to execute said act of restitution; which impossibility is 
occasioned not only by the great distance of said lands, but also because said officers cannot for a moment 
leave this capital in this critical epoch of the delivery thereof to the government of the United States: 
this most important event claiming all their attention, let the necessary orders be given to the said com- 
missioner, in order that he may be assisted by witnesses; discharge the duties of said commission; of the 
result of which he will make his report. 

COPPINGER. 


ARREDONDO. 
Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same month and year, I notified the preceding act to Mr. James Russell; 
which I attest. 


ENTRALGO. 
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Nore.—On the same day the order aforesaid was issued and delivered to Mr. Francisco José Fatio; 


which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


PETITION. 


I, James Russell, an inhabitant of this province, in continuation of the proceedings relating to the 
claim of lands belonging to the estate of my deceased father, and in consequence of the decree issued this 
day, in which it is ordered that I be put in possession of said land in the most legal form, I expose to your 
excellency that, as the alderman Don Francisco Fatio has been appointed by your excellency as a commis- 
sioner to carry said decree into execution, I beg your excellency be pleased, in order to made the survey 
and fix the boundaries of said lands in conformity to the tenor of the decree dated February 11, 1820, and 
agreeably to the grant and restitution which is made, to order that Don George Clarke, the surveyor general, 
go on the spot to execute the said survey. I therefore beg your excellency be pleased to order in conformity 


to my petition. I claim justice. 
JAMES H. RUSSELL. 
DECREE. 


Sr. Aveustine, June 19, 1821. 


Granted. Assessor’s fees $3. Let the costs accrued be regulated and paid. 
COPPINGER. 
ARREDONDO. 


JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


Before me— 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


Another. On the same day I notified the same to Don George Clarke; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


ORDER. 


Don José Coppinger, colonel of the national armies, military governor, political chief, and ultramarine 
sub-delegate of this place and province, &c., by these presents: 


I confer unto Don Francisco José Fatio all the faculties required by law, to the effect that, with two 
assistant witnesses, whom he will appoint in due form to assist him in this commission, he transport him- 
self on the lands which were by this government sold to the deceased, John Russell, and on those lands 
which were granted to the same as a new settler; said lands, situated between the Matanzas and Tomoca, 
and there put Mr. James Russell, a lawful son and heir of said John Russell, deceased, in possession of 
said lands, which are hereby restored to him in consequence of what has been represented and proved on 
the proceedings relating thereto, with the reserve of the respective rights which the actual occupiers may 
consider to possess in the lands aforesaid, in order that they may make use of said right if they think 
proper; and after putting down, in writing, the result, said commissioner will make his report, as it is 
already ordered in my decree of this day, which I issued in conformity to the petition of Mr. James Russell 
aforesaid, with the consultation of the auditor of war. St. Augustine, of Florida, June 18, 1128. — 

JOSE COPPINGER. 

By order of his excellency: 

Juan DE Enrratco, Notary of Government. 


APPOINTMENT OF WITNESSES. 


I, Francis José Fatio, an inhabitant of St. Augustine, of East Florida, haviig repaired to the planta- 
tion called the Good Retreat, in order to carry the preceding order into execution, did appoint as assistant 
witnesses Don José Simeon Sanchez and Don Francisco Pellicer, who accepted the office, and promised, 
under their legal oath, well and faithfully to the discharge of their duty, and signed. 

FRANC. PELLICER. 
JOSE SIMEON SANCHEZ. 
FRANC. J. FATIO. 


REPORT. 


In Tomora, June 21, 1821, in conformity to the tenor of the preceding order, I, Francisco José Fatio, 
accompanied by the witnesses, assistants, who subscribe this, and by Mr. James Russell, we went to the 
place aforesaid, riding about on horseback; and, taking said James Russell by the hand, I put him in 
possession of the lands referred to in my commission. There he called aloud, pulling up the grass, threw 
up sand in the air, broke branches of trees, and did other things indicating possession, which he took 
quietly and peacefully, and without contradiction. And in proof thereof, I make this report, which I sign, 
together with the witnesses and the interested party. 

FRANCO. PELLICER. 


FRANCO. JOSE FATIO. 
JOSE SIMEON SANCHEZ. 
JAS. H. RUSSELL. 


DECREE.—ACTS. 


Before me— (Two fiourishes. ) 
JUAN DE ENRTALGO. 
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NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


ACT. 


Sr. Avcustine, June 26, 1821. 


Seen the above. I approve all that the law admits—the proceedings of the constitutional alderman, 
Don Francisco José Fatio; and, in consequence thereof, I declare Mr. James Russell to be in possession 
of the lands, the restitution of which he has claimed, and in which he will be protected. Let the costs 
latterly incurred be regulated, and let the mentioned Russell pay the same. 

COPPINGER. 


ARREDONDO. 


NOTIFICATION. 
St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding act to Mr. James Russell; 


which I certify. ENTRAL 
GO. 


PETITION. 
To his excellency the governor: 


I, James Russell, an inhabitant of this province, with due respect represent to your excellency that 
the survey being concluded, and the boundaries fixed of the 4,675 acres of land which I have claimed from 
this tribunal as being of right the property of my deceased father, whom I, as his heir and executor, 
represent according to the tenor of the proceedings relating to that affair, and as said survey is proved 
by the two draughts certified and annexed to the act, and on register in the archives of this government, 
and that the present notary delivered me the certificates of the whole proceedings; I therefore beg your 
excellency to order, in conformity to my petition; which favor I expect to receive. Florida, June 28, 


1821. 
JAS. H. RUSSELL. 


DECREE.— ACTS. 


Sr. Avcustine, June 28, 1821. 


Before me— (Two flourishes. ) 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; which I certify. 


ENTRALGO. 
DECREE. 
. Sr. Aveustine, June 30, 1821. 
Seen. Granted in every particular. 
COPPINGER. 
ARREDONDO. 
Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 
NOTIFICATION. 


In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Mr. James 
Russell; which I certify. 
ENTRALGO. 


This copy is conformable to the originals which remain on the archives under my charge, to which I 
refer; and in obedience to the superior order issued at the request of the interested party, I seal and sign 
the present certificate contained in forty-seven leaves of common paper, as stamped paper is not used 


here. St. Augustine, Florida, July 6, 1821. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government, éc. 


Don Gabriel W. Perpall, Don José M. Hernandez, and Don William Travers, mayor and aldermen, 
constitutional members of the council of this city, certify that Don Juan de Eniralgo, by whom the pre- 
ceding certificate appears to be sealed and signed, is the notary of government and of the treasury 
department, as he states himself; that he is the only one in that capacity in this place and province; that 
he is faithful, legal, and trusty; and that full faith and credit has always been given to those who have 
filled the said two offices. And in proof thereof, and at the request of the interested party, we sign the 


present in St. Augustine, Florida, July 6, 1821. 
GABRIEL W. PERPALL. 


JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ. 
WILLIAM TRAVERS. 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the militia of the city of St. Augustine, of Florida, and surveyor 
general, by the appointment of the government of said place and province: I certify that, in consequence 
of the superior order issued June 19, 1821, relating to the proceedings made at the request of Mr. James 
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Russell, claiming four thousand acres of land, bargained for with the government by his deceased father, 
I have made the survey and marked the boundaries of three thousand four hundred and eighty-six acres 
of land, as a part of the said four thousand, in the place called Graham’s swamp, situated between the 
rivers Matanzas and Tomoca, the particulars of which are conform to the following draught, and to the 
original, which remains in my possession. St. Augustine, June 25, 1821. 

GEO. J. F. CLARKE. 
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Don George Clarke, lieutenant of the militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, appointed 
by the government of the said place and province: I certify that, in consequence of the superior order issued 
June 19, 1821, relating to the proceedings made at the request uf Mr. James Russell, claiming four thou- 
sand acres of land which his deceased father bought of the government, I have made the survey and fixed 
the boundaries of five hundred and fourteen acres on the west side of the river Halifax, which, with three 
thousand four hundred and eighty-six acres already surveyed in Graham’s swamp, make the complement 
of the four thousand acres aforesaid; which said tract of five hundred and fourteen acres is conform in all 
its particulars to the following draught, and the original thereof, which remains in my possession. St. 


Augustine, June 25, 1821. 
GEO, J. F. CLARKE. 
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Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, appointed 
by the government of this place and province: I certify that I have made the survey and fixed the 
boundaries of six hundred and seventy-five acres of land in favor of Mr. James Russell; which lands were 
granted to his deceased father July 28, 1812, and which, in every particular, are conform to the following 
draught, and the original thereof, which remains in my possession. St. Augustine, June 25, 1821. 


2. S. 65 W., 99 chains. 









675 acres and hammock, 


3. 8.25 E., 75 chains. 
1. N. 25 W., 75 chains. 
J. Russell’s lands. 




















4. N. 65° E., 90 chains. 


P. Dean’s land. 


I certify that the foregoing is a translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Here follows a deed of conveyance from Mary Russell, James H. Russell, William E. Russell, Richard 
H. Russell, Mary E. A. Russell, and Thomas Philson, heirs of John Russell, deceased, to claimant, dated 
August 1, 1821.] 


Sr. Jonn’s County, ss: 
’ 


This day appeared before the subscriber, a justice of the peace, Joseph Delespine, who, being duly 
sworn to give testimony in the above case, doth depose and say that he knew John Russell, who had a 
grant made to him by the Spanish government for the lands above mentioned; that the said John Russell 
is dead; that the heirs of the said Russell sold the said lands to Charles W. Bulow; left a widow, Mary 
Russell; daughters, Eliza and Mary; sons, James, Edward, and Henry; that these persons, as far as this 


deponent knows and believes, are the only legal heirs of the said John Russell. 
JOSEPH DELESPINE. 


Sworn to before me July 24, 1824. 


THOMAS H. PENN, Mayor of St. Augustine. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


Charles W. Bulow’s Executors vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land; also for six hundred 
and seventy-five acres of land. 


The board ascertained the above to be valid Spanish grants, and recommend them to Congress for 
confirmation. September 21. 


No. 11.—See Reporr No. 3. 
Fernando de la Maza Arredondo vs. The United States. Claim for fifteen thousand acres of’ land. 


MEMORIAL. 


1'o the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Fernando de la Maza Arredondo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims 
title to a tract of land consisting of fifteen thousand acres, situated on the west side of Lake George, in 
East Florida, bounded and beginning at a palm tree marked +, on the margin of Lake George; thence 
south 65° west, 400 chains, to a pine; thence north 25° west, 400 chains; thence north 65° east, 400 chains, 
to a palm tree on the banks of said lake; thence along the meanders of said lake to the beginning; which 
tract was surveyed by Andres Burgevin August 5, 1819; which title your memorialist derives from a royal 
title made to him August 9, 1819, by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, 
a concession of which was made to memorialist March 24, 1817, as will be seen by a certified copy of 
royal title herewith submitted. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally in possession of 
said lands; that he is a citizen of Spain and resident of Cuba. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

F. M. ARREDONDO. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, inhabitant of St. Augustine, and actually residing in the city 
of Havana, through his son, of the same name, residing in this place, to your excellency showeth: That he 
has the honor of having served his Majesty in different employments and destinations, and particularly in 
the department of commissary of the Indians, without any salary or any other emolument whatever, for more 
than twenty years, having discharged the duties of that office with the utmost exactitude to the satisfac- 
tion of all the governors of this place, contributing thereby to the peace and harmony which existed with 
those savages; with which commission, and that of comptroller pro tem. of the royal military hospital of this 
town, which he likewise discharged for many years without any salary or emolument, which meritorious 
services have saved to the royal revenue many thousands of dollars, as is well known to your excellency 
and to the public authorities of this place. Latterly, after obtaining a discharge from the different employ- 
ments, he separated himself from the service of his Majesty to attend to the discharge of his duty towards 
his family; he engaged himself in the fatiguing service of patrols and aid-de-camp to the Governor de 
Estrada, in consequence of the invasion of this province in the year 1812, and for want of officers for that 
service, in which he was occupied until the year 1813, when, having been elected by a majority of votes, with 
all the necessary solemnities on the occasion, elector of the parish and district of this said province, he was 
obliged to go to the city of Havana and remain there as one of the deputies of the provincial junta. To 
discharge the said duty he was under the necessity, as a loyal subject, to expend large sums, which he 
willingly did in the service of his King and country, being well persuaded that he would be rewarded for 
it at a future period. He has been informed that the royal order of his Majesty of March 29, 1815, directs 
that a remuneration of grants of land be given to all the individuals who were armed in the defence of 
their country during the insurrection which began in 1812; and as the petitioner is one of them, and is 
entitled for this reason to said gifts, as also being one of the oldest settlers and having augmented his 
family and negroes ever since the cession of this province to his Majesty, and one of those whom the royal 
ordinances and laws recommend that they may be attended to, both in quality of first settlers as also on 
account of his distinguished services, that he be preferred in the partition of lands; he therefore prays 
your excellency will be pleased to grant him, in absolute property, thirty thousand acres of land, that is 
to say, 15,000 acres to the southwest of the large lagoon known by the name of Lake George, which 
survey may be made that a creek of sweet water situated in that place may occupy the centre of the front 
thereof, and the remaining 15,000 on the west side of St. John’s river; the measurement of which to com- 
mence from the old Indian Chacichalty path, opposite the site on which the firm of Panton & Leslie had 
their store established, known by the name of Upper Store, being at the south side of the great lagoon by 
the name of Lake George, and thence in a line to run southerly until it completes the number of acres. 
And as the actual circumstances of the province do not permit at present the measurement and chaining 
of said lands, and, at the same time, as the survey could not take place for want of surveyors, as Don 
George Clarke, named by this government, has other occupations which give him no time to attend to 
it, he therefore hopes, from the justice of your excellency, that you will be pleased to suspend the 
acknowledgment of the titles of the property whilst the memorialist does not obtain the plats of said 
lands, in order that their situation and limits may be specified with exactness for perfecting the location 
and situation of the same. In the meantime the grant which your lordship may think fit to make him 
may serve as a title under your decree in continuation, for it is the wish of the memorialist that, when the 
same be given him, it may have all the requisites necessary; a favor which he hopes to receive from the 


justice of your excellency. St. Augustine, Florida, March 1, 1817. 
FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO. 


Sr. Aueustine, March 24, 1817. 


In attention to the services which this party specifies, which are manifest and notorious, and making 
use of the power conferred on me by the laws and the royal will, I administer to Don Fernando de la Maza 
Arredondo, the senior, the thirty thousand acres of land he solicits, in absolute property, in the places he 
has designated, without prejudice to a third person, of which titles of dominion will be given as soon as the 
plats to be made by the surveyor be presented, saving, in the meantime, this decree, and an equivalent in 
all its parts; which, with the foregoing petition, will be filed in the archives of the notary of government 
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and royal finance. The interested will be furnished with a certified copy of the proceedings, properly 
authenticated and in due form, in order that this concession may be duly credited, and that he may be able 


to make use of said lands, and to dispose of them as he may think proper. 
COPPINGER. 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B.D. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we find that the claimant obtained a concession, without condition, for thirty thousand 
acres of land from Governor Coppinger, dated March 24, 1817, the fifteen thousand acres being included’ 
in said concession, and its location set forth in claimant’s memorial to this board. In consideration whereof, 
we recommend the same to Congress for confirmation. June 5, 1824. 


Nore.—For further particulars please to refer to the case of Moses C. Levi, for 14,500 acres, reported 
to Congress the first session. 


No. 12.—See Report No. 3. 
Juan de Entralgo vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of Juan de Entralgo respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of four thousand acres, situated on Black creek, and is bounded on the south by Gover- 
nor’s creek; first line runs south 45° west, 170 chains, to a pine tree marked thus =; thence south 45° 
east, 250 chains, to a cypress tree marked =; which title your memorialist derives from a royal grant 
made to F. M. Arredondo by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of March 29, 1815, who sold 
the same to your memorialist; a copy of the said grant is herewith filed, as is the deed from Arredondo 
to your memorialist. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; 


that he resided in St. Augustine at the change of flags, and now in Cuba. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, 
By GEORGE MURRAY. 


Translation of a eoncession for ten thousand acres, part of which this is, is copied in a claim of John B. Entralgo 
Jor four thousand acres, recommended for confirmation. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Andres Burgevin, of this place, and private surveyor: I certify that, by an order of this govern- 
ment, made August 20, 1819, I have measured in favor of Don,“ernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., a piece 
of land which contains 4,000 acres, which is situated to the wt of the river St. John’s, on a creek known 
in English as Black creek, being part of a greater quantity which was granted him on March 20, 1814. 


And for its confirmation I give these presents, which I sign at St. Augustine, Florida, July 25, 1820. 
ANDRES BURGEVIN. 


[The plat precedes this. ] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation.1} 


CONVEYANCE. 


Be it known that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., an inhabitant of this city, do declare 
that I really sell to Don Juan de Entralgo, notary of government and the public domain in this city, four 
thousand acres of land, which I hold as my property in this province, situated to the west of the river St. 
John’s, on a creek known in English as Black creek, and having for a boundary another creek named the 
Governor, known under the following dimensions: the first line runs south 45° west, measures 170 chains, 
and ends with a pine tree marked =; the second runs south 45° east, measures 250 chains, and ends in a 
cypress marked =; which 4,000 acres of land, with another portion more, this government granted me in 
absolute property and dominion, as a reward for services, on March 20, 1817, and for which a full title 
was given me on the 9th of August last, as appears in the archives of the said notary. And I sell the 
said 4,000 acres of land under the dimensions and other things which are explained, with all its entrances, 
outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has and belong to it, free of all encumbrance, at the 
price of four thousand dollars, which the purchaser has paid me in ready money; which sum I acknowl- 
edge as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to money not counted, fraud, 
and everything else in the case, for which I deliver a formal receipt. In virtue of which I separate myself 
from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and all other rights, real and personal, which I had 
or held to the said 4,000 acres of land; and I cede, renounce, and transfer them to the said Don Juan de 
Entralgo, and to whoever shall represent his right, that, as their own, they may possess, sell, and alienate 
it at their will, in virtue of this writing, which I give in their favor as a mark of real delivery, by which 
it is seen that he has acquired possession without occasion for other proof, from which I release him. 
And I bind myself to the eviction and guarantee of this sale in sufficient form, and as may be best, in favor 
of the purchaser, with my property, present and future, power and submission to the tribunals of his 
Majesty, that they may force me to compliance with it as by sentence confessed and passed in authority 
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of an adjudged case; on which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges in my favor, and formal 

exception which prohibit it. And I, the said Juan de Entralgo, being present, accept in my favor this 

writing, and by it receive, as purchased, the said 4,000 acres of land, at the price and agreement upon 

which they were sold to me; and I acknowledge them as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of 

delivery, those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything else in the case, for which I deliver 

a formal receipt. In testimony of which, this is dated at St. Augustine, Florida, January 5, 1821. 
FERNANDO M. ARREDONDO. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I, José Coppinger, colonel of the national armies, military governor, civil chief and sub-delegate of 
ultramarine possessions for this city and province, do certify that 1 know the parties who thus said, 
delivered, and signed in my presence, and that of assistant witnesses whom I have chosen for this deed, 
Don Tomas de Aguilar and Don Antonio Alvarez, there being no other notary in the entire province. 
The witnesses to this writing being Don José Mariano Hernandez, Don Bernardo Segui, and Don José 


Bernardo Reyes. 
COPPINGER. 


Witnesses present: 

Tomas pE AGUILAR. 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ. 

This is conformable to the original which exists in the archives of the said notary of government, to 
which I refer; and at the desire of the party, sign this present copy, with the assistant witnesses, on two 
leaves of common paper, stamped not being in use. St. Augustine, Florida, January 5, 1821. 

JOSE COPPINGER. 
TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 
ANTONIO ALVAREZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. . 
F, J. FATIO, 8S. B. ZL. C. 


DECREE. 
Juan de Entralgo vs. The United States. For four thousand acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession made previous to January 
24, 1818, and this claim being part thereof. regularly conveyed to claimant, it is therefore recommended 
to Congress for confirmation. June 30, 1824. 


[Nas. 13 to 18, inclusive, were not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


No. 19.—See Rerorr No. 3. 
John. Forbes vs. The Uni'ed States. For seven thousand acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Forbes respectfr'ly showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of seven thousand acres, situated on Little St. Mary’s, and bounded as follows: first line 
commencing at a pine tree near Spell’s swamp, running north 10° west, 246 chains, to a pine; thence 
south 80° west, 286 chains, to a pine; thence south 10° west, 246 chains, to a pine; thence north 80°, 
°°6 chains, to the beginning, and containing within the said boundaries seven thousand acres, as appears 
i asurvey made by George J. F. Clarke, and a plat of which is herewith filed, marked B; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant made to himself by Governor Kindelan‘on July 28, 1814, (see 
document marked A, filed herewith.) And your memorialist further showeth that the said tract of land 
was surveyed by George J. F. Clarke, above named, on October 23, 1816, as will appear by the paper 
m.rked B. Your memorialist further showeth that he is in possession of said lands, and that at the 
change of flags he was a Spanish subject and resident of Cuba. 

JOHN FORBES. 


[Translation. ] 
MEMORIAL. 


SeXor Governor: J, Don Juan Forbes, partner of the house of Juan Forbes & Co., successors of 
Panton, Leslie & Co., merchants of this province, before your excellency, with due respect, appear and 
say that the aforesaid house of Panton, Leslie & Co. obtained in the year past, of 1799, a concession of 
fifteen thousand acres of royal lands in the district of St. John’s, to employ their negroes in agriculture 
and pasture their cattle, as appears by the annexed certificate; but at the end of a very little time it was 
found necessary to abandon them, from their being of an inferior quality, having experienced what com- 
monly happens in this province where the farmer does not succeed in his choice until sad experience; and 
as it has been seen by many precedents that the government, attending to similar misfortunes, and the 
injuries and expenses which have been incurred, has had the goodness to allow that they should select 
lands belonging to the King, always giving up the former concession. Finding myself in this case, and 
desirous to establish a plantation of rice, which up to this time we find ourselves obliged to bring from 
abroad, I make from now a surrender of the said fifteen thousand acres of land in favor of his Majesty, 
{whom God preserve,) praying that you will be pleased to allow it, and, in its place, grant me an equiva- 
lent in the district of Nassau river. In virtue of which, he prays your excellency to be pleased to com- 
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mand that the formal surrender which I make shall be allowed, and that, in consequence, there be granted 
to me ten thousand acres in the said district of the river Nassau, the survey of which I shall present ag 
soon as the province becomes tranquil, and gives an opportunity to effect it; which I will receive ag 


favor, &c. 
JUAN FORBES, 
DECREE. 


Let the report be made from the comptroller’s office. 
KINDELAN, 
REPORT. 


As in this province lands are given gratis, the comptroller’s office has not taken cognizance of their 
distribution, nor to whom; for which reason it is ignorant of the grants and of the lands remaining vacant 
and therefore cannot say anything respecting the particular which it is ordered to report. Nevertheless. 
it appears that the culture of rice crops is useful, for which, according to the statement of the interested, 
the lands are not fit which were granted to him on August 7, 1799, with the expression of for pasture, as 
the accompanying certificate shows, given by the former secretary of the government, Don Juan de Pierra, 


St. Augustine, Florida, July 27, 1814. 
MANUEL LOPEZ. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, July 28, 1814. 


Let this interested party be allowed the formal cession which he makes of the fifteen thousand acres 
of land which the document accompanying this memorial comprises, and, in their place, let there be granted 
him, without injury to a third person, the ten thousand acres for the purposes which he solicits in the dis- 
trict or margin of the river Nassau; and in consequence, let the correspondent certificate be issued to 
him from the secretary’s office, that it may serve him for a title in form. This party having to present 
the plat and demarcation at his own time, and the proceeding be placed in the archives of the secretary’s 


office. 
KINDELAN. 


On this date a copy of this proceeding was furnished to the interested—date as above. 
AGUILAR. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO,S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the government of said place and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off for 
Don Juan Forbes seven thousand acres of land at the head of the Little St. Mary’s river, on the banks of 
the river St. Mary’s, to complete ten thousand acres which were granted to him in absolute property by 
the government, and conformable to the following plat and its copy which I preserve in the book of 


surveys in my charge. Fernandina, October 23, 1816. 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 
{Here follows the plat.] 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE. 
John Forbes vs. The United States. For seven thousand acres of land. 


The above being a valid Spanish concession made previous to January 24, 1818, and this claim being 
part thereof, it is therefore recommended to Congress for confirmation. July 18, 1824. 


No. 20.-—See Report No. 3. 


John Forbes vs. The United States. For three thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John Forbes respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land containing three thousand acres, being a part of a tract of ten thousand acres granted to the said 
John Forbes by Governor Kindelan July 28, 1814, in lieu of the quantity of fifteen thousand acres aban- 
doned by your memorialist on the St. John’s river; the said three thousand acres situated in Cabbage 
swamp, on or near an arm of the little St. Mary’s river, and is bounded as follows, as will appear by a 
survey and plat thereof made by George J. F. Clarke, filed herewith, marked B, and dated October 20, 
1816, viz: beginning at a pine tree, and running south 80° west, 195 chains, to a pine tree; south 40° 
west, 35 chains, to a pine; thence west, 77 chains, to a pine; thence north, 105 chains, to a pine; thence 
north 80° east, 299 chains, to a pine marked O+|||; thence south, 105 chains, to the beginning. Your 
memorialist further showeth that he was a Spanish subject residing in Cuba at the change of flags in 


1821, 
JOHN FORBES. 


[Here follows translation of a concession for ten thousand acres to John Forbes, dated July 28, 1814, 
copied into a claim for seven thousand acres. | ve “ 
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[Translation. ] 


Don George Clarke, lieutenant of militia of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and surveyor general, 
appointed by the government of the said city and province: I certify that I have measured and laid off 
for Don Juan Forbes three thousand acres of land in Cabbage swamp, near the river St. Mary’s, in part 
of ten thousand acres, which were granted him by the government in absolute property, and agreeable to 
the following plat and its copy which I keep in the book of surveys in my charge. Fernandina, October 
90, 1816. , 
GEORGE J. F. CLARKE. 


[Here follows the plat. ] 


DECREE. 


John Forbes vs. The United States. For three thousand acres of land. 


The board having asccrtained the above to be a valid Spanish concession for ten thousand acres made 
previous to January 24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. July 13, 1824. 





[CASES REPORTED THIS SESSION.] 
No. 1 a [21.]—See Reporr No. 3. 
Sarah Fish vs. The United States. For ten thousand acres of land, Anastasia island. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the board of commissioners appointed by Congress to try the validity of titles to lands in East 
Florida: 
The memorial of the subscriber respectfully showeth— 


1. That your memorialist claims title to the island lying in front (¢. e., to the east) of the city of St. 
Augustine, and running south above 18 miles, more or less, along the east bank of the river Matanzas, 
known by the name of the Island of St. Anasthatia, supposed to contain ten thousand acres, as belonging 
to the deceased husband, Jesse Fish, sr., in the year 1763. 

2. That in the year 1792 this island was sold at public sale by order of the Spanish governor, Quesada, 
when her son, the late Jesse Fish, jr., deceased, became the purchaser. 

3. That the Spanish governor, Quesada, or his deputy, Morales, from the indisposition of Governor 
Quesada, with the advice of the King’s attorney, Ortega, did then reserve a certain part of, the quarry 
existing in said island; which reservation was made for the sake of the stone only, for the purpose of 
keeping in repair the King’s fortification and other public buildings. The part so reserved has always 
been known by the name of the King’s quarry, and begins at what is called the King’s road to the south, 
and as far as a small distance to the north of the light-house; east and west no further than where the 
quarry ends, as appears by stakes, and (if not taken away) were planted at the delivery. 

All the above explanation will appear by the annexed voucher’s delivery of said island, with witness, 
and Spanish custom, and receipt from the treasurer for the money. 

SARAH FISH. 


Sr. Aveustine, August 31, 1823. 


[Translation. | 
Frorwa, 1794. 


Don José Fish, soliciting from the government that the ten thousand acres of Jand should be granted 
to him which his deceased father of the same name possessed at the plantation named the Orange Grove, 
which was sold at public auction. ; 

Sr. Aueustine, Florida, December 2, 1796. 


SreXor Governor anp ComMANDER-IN-cHIEF: Don Jesse Fish, native and resident of this city, presents 
himself to your excellency with the most profound respect; states that, at the public auction which was 
made of the property of his deceased father for the payment of his creditors, the memorialist purchased 
the place called the Orange Grove at $1,700, which sum he only gave with a view to the fruit trees of 
said place and the wood which is on the land belonging to it, as the land is entirely useless for planting; 
that he has observed that several residents are cutting the said wood, and therefore he humbly prays your 
excellency to be pleased tg declare him owner of the lands which his said father possessed, annexed to 
said place of the Orange Grove, which, according to the deeds granted in the time of the British posses- 
sion, amounted to ten thousand acres, according to what Don John Leslie and Don Manuel Solana can 
declare, it being well known to them, from their having been here at that time, whether it may be as a 
new settler of this province or by the right which his deceased father had to them. Since, if your memo- 
rialist does not obtain this favor from your excellency, he will consider himself as at the greatest loss of 
the part of his purchase, because the lands will not produce crops of any kind, and a great number of 
the fruit are dried, which is likely to occur to the remainder of them. A favor which he does not doubt 
to enjoy from the justice of your excellency. JESSE FISH. 


Let his honor, the assessor general, consult with me. Thus it is decreed and ordered by Sefior Don 
Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, brigadier of the infantry of the royal armies, governor, commander-in- 
chief, vice legal patron and sub-delegate of the royal domain of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and 
its province, for his Majesty, who signed it December 15, 1794; which I attest. 

QUESADA. 


> Before me— ‘ 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 
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On the same day this was made known to Don Jesse Fish; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 








I have seen this memorial of Don Jesse Fish, and if it directed itself to the setting forth that he 
would prevent other persons from cutting wood on his lands, or to recover them according to the titles 
of his property and the injuries which it had caused or might have caused him, I would consult on the 
interlocutory decree with your excellency, according to law; but this memorial ending in making out for 
Fish the boundaries of the lands which his father possessed at the time of the British dominion, which he 
desires should be granted to him to the same number of acres which he sets forth as annexed to the Orange 
Grove, which he purchased at public auction held of the property left by the decease of his said father— 
the said sale, as the present notary states, and setting forth the boundaries of those which this party 
purchased when he did the Orange Grove, it remains with your excellency to assign him these which he 
asked for as a new settler, to which the possession of his father, alleged by him, gives him sound right 
of preference, and the more if he proves it, or to distribute to him these which your excellency thinks 
proper, and which may be without injury to another possession; with which hearing in the case it ought 
to be determined judicially. This is my opinion, which I sign in St. Augustine, Florida, December 15, 1794, 

Licentiate JOSEF DE ORTEGA, 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, December 15, 1794. 


In conformity with the foregoing opinion, let the interested make the proof which announces before 
the present notary, to whom it is committed, and in sight of it the matter on which it treats shall be 
decreed upon; for which purpose let the proceedings be brought forward. 








QUESADA. 
Before me— 


° JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


On the same day, month and year the foregoing decree was made known to Don José Fish; which 
i I attest. 

i ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 

if 


In the city of St. Augustine, Florida, September 22, 1795, before me, the notary, Don Jesse Fish 
presented as a witness for the proof which he was ordered to give, Don John Leslie, resident, &c., and 
merchant of this said city, from whom, in conformity with the commission which was conferred upon me, 
I received the oath which he made in all form of law, under which he promised to tell the truth, to the 
best of his knowledge, in what should be asked him, and it being done so in consequence of the aforesaid 
petition presented by the said Fish; that as the person who declares was one of those who, in the time 
of the British government, valued the lands, houses, and lots which Don José Fish, deceased, had in his 
possession, and amongst them was the plantation named the Orange Grove, which his son of the same 
name now claims; which he possessed with lawful titles given in the time of the former Spanish govern- 
ment, and it is known to him that he had the ten thousand acres of land, a little more or less, according 
to the knowledge and belief of the deponent, in possession of which he remained peaceably while the 
British government held this province; and answers that what he has said is the truth, by virtue of the 
oath which he has taken; that he is over twenty-five years of age, and signed this; which I attest. 

JOHN LESLIE. 





Before me— 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


In the city of St. Augustine, Florida, February 10, 1795, the said Don José Fish presented as a 
witness Don Lorenzo Llanes, resident of this said city, and a native of it, from whom I, the notary, 
received the oath which he made by God and the Holy Cross, according to law, under which he promised 
to say the truth in what he knew and should be asked of him; and it being done so in consequence of the 
foregoing petition, he said that, as a native, which he is, of this city, having lived in it both during the 
time of the old Spaniards as well as the greater part of that in which this province was governed by the 
British arms, he is certain of having always seen the deceased Don Jesse Fish, the father of the memo- 
rialist, in possession of the Orange Grove, which, a little more or less, contains the ten thousand acres of 
land which is stated, which it is also well known to him he possessed, with lawful titles from the old 
Spanish government; and he answers that this is the truth under his oath; that he is of the age of forty- 
five years, and signed this; which I attest. 

LORENZO LLANES. 


JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


Before me— 


In the city of St. Augustine, Florida, in the sate day, month and year, he presented as a witness 
Don Manuel Solana, native and resident of this said city, from whom I, the notary, received the oath 
which he made by God and the Holy Cross, according to law, under which he promised to tell the truth, 
to the best of his knowledge, in what should be asked him, and being so as to the tenor of what the fore- 
going petition presented by Don José Fish contained, said that, as a native and resident of this said city, 
in which he has always resided, he is certain that Don Jesse Fish, the person who brings him forward, 
has possessed in the island called St. Anastasia the plantation called the Orange Grove, in which he lived 
since the of the old Spaniards until they returned to take possession of this province in the year 
1784, and since that until 1790 or 1791, when he died, and was buried on the same plantation; and from 
what the deponent has heard of the result of the survey and valuation, which was generally made before 
the English had delivered this province to the Spaniards, of the real property of the said Fish, he knows 
; 
| 








that, at the said plantation, he possessed the ten thousand acres of land, and the deponent corroborates it, 
a title more or less, from what he has seen on the many occasions when he was at the said plantation, 
and he answers that this is the truth by virtue of his oath; that he is of the age of forty-six years, and he 
adds, that he recollects that at the time of the old Spaniards the deponent went with the notary, Don dosé 
de Leen, by command of the government, to separate the King’s quarries on the said island, in order to 
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eer 
grant the remainder of it to Don José Fish, who solicited it after it was actually granted to him, after 
having made said separation; that, after the Spaniards returned to take possession of the province, by® 
. 7 . . > Pe 
the treaty of peace with the English, who rented it about twenty years, and the second year of possession 
the government commissioned him, that, with the engineer, Don Manuel de la Roque, and two other 
workmen, they should designate the old quarries, which they actually did, and they set up four stakes to 
mark out the lands of the King on the said island, and Fish remained owner of the remainder as he had 
been; until then he did not sign it, as he said he did not know how to write; which I attest. 
Before me— 





JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, February 12, 1975. 


The foregoing proof being completed, and in order to the making a deeree, now fully, let the whole 
be submitted to the collector of the royal treasury, that, as fiscal of it, he may represent as convenient in 
the discharge of his functions; and, with what he may say, let it be brought forward. 

QUESADA. 

Before me— 


JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


On the same day the foregoing decree was notified to Don José Fish; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same date it was communicated to Sefior Don Gonzalo Zamorano, collector of the royal 
treasury, as fiscal of it; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, February 27, 1795. 

The collector of the army and the royal domain, as fiscal of it, in the proceedings moved by Don 
Joseph Fish, on which he was declared owner of the lands which his father possessed annexed to the 
situation called the Orange Grove, which he bought at auction, and according to the decree of your 
excellency of the 12th of the present month, in which your excellency was pleased to order that they 
should be submitted to him, states that, at the sale which was made of the said place, the Orange Grove, 
to Don Joseph Fish, son of the deceased of the same name, the boundaries of the land were not taken 
into consideration, and only the valuation of the trees within the precincts of the said grove, without 
noticing the 10,000 acres of land annexed to it, according to the report of the notary of government and 
the royal domain, the fiscal minister is of opinion that, although Fish proves by the proofs he has given 
in that his father possessed, in the time of the British and Spanish government, all that land, he ought to 
have a right to nothing more than what he proves by the inventory, valuation, and sale which was made 
of the said Orange Grove; that this land being laid off, the remainder up to the 10,000 acres of land 
ought to be sold as belonging to his deceased father, and for the benefit of the creditors of his estate, 
said Fish getting the preference for as much as another would give; that, for the better proof and eluci- 
dation of this proceeding, it seems fit to the minister your excellency should be pleased to order that 
there be annexed to the testimony the inventory, valuation, and sale of the said Orange Grove, which was 
sold by auction to Fish at the sum of $1,605; and in case that Don Joseph Fish has occasion for public 
lands, without injury to a third person, the fiscal minister does not find any objection that your excellency 
should grant them to him as a new settler, according to what his Majesty has commanded of this par- 
ticular; which is all that offers itself to me for your excellency’s information, who will please to determine 


as appears most just. 
GONZALO ZAMORANO. 


Let the testimonial which is indicated be placed in continuation, and with it those proceedings 
returned to the assessor general, that he may consult with me as to what is proper as respects the other 
points to which the foregoing fiscal representation refers. It is thus decreed and ordered by Sefior Don 
Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, brigadier of infantry of the royal armies, governor, commander-in-chief, 
vice royal patron, sub-delegate of the royal domain of this city of St. Augustine, Mlorida, and its province, 
for his Majer*y, which he signed March 6, 1795; which [ attest. 

QUESADA. 


Before me— ' 
JOSE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


On the same day the foregoing decree was made known to Don José Fish; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day it was made known to Don Gonzalo Zamorano, collector of the royal revenue, as 


fiscal of the same; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


COMMISSION, 


Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, colonel of the royal armies, governor, and commander-in-chief of this 
city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, for his Majesty: 


Whereas, in the proceedings which took place in this tribunal, arising from the reeovery of the estate 
which remained by the decease of Don José Fish, resident that was of this city, for the payment of his 
debts, on which the proceedings being opened, several creditors appeared on the memorial of the defender 
appointed for said estate, Don Fernando Arredondo, I have granted permission that there should be valued 
and sold at public auction the lands which result in the said proceedings to be the property of Fish, to 
avoid the deterioration some of them were about to experience, and which would ultimately result to the 
‘injtiry of the creditors, and according to what was resolved in the decree of the 15th of December last, 
with the houses and lots of the same. Wherefore, according to what has been decreed by me under date 
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of the 16th instant, I have appointed, and do appoint, as said valuators, men skilled in such business, Don 
Manuel Solana and Don Roque Leonardy, the former of the justice of the peace, and the latter ensign of 
the local militia of it; that, taking into consideration the boundaries, and whatever else appears on gaid 
proceedings, which extract will be placed in continuation, and in presence of the said defender of the 
estate of Don Vincente Mexias, Don Francisco Revira, as witnesses present, commissioned by the govern- 
ment for want of a notary, let them pass to said places, with proper justice and integrity; for which 
purpose let the said valuators previously appear before this government, and then proceed, and then 
begin the commission in the following form: 

9th item. The place called the Orange Grove, which belongs to the deceased, although the title under 
which he enjoyed it does not appear in the proceedings; and, when concluded, let it be returned, with their 
account of what has been done, to this government, to proceed further, as they may think proper. St, 


Augustine, January 18, 1792. 
JUAN NEPOMUCENO DE QUESADA. 
VALUATION, 


Valuation and survey of the savannas, lands, and lots belonging to the estate of the deceased John 
José Fish, made by the appraisers appointed, Don Manuel Solana and Don Roque Leonardy, in virtue of a 
commission by his excellency the governor and commander-in-chief of this city and province for his 
Majesty, in presence of Don Vincente Mexias and Don Francisco Revira, for want of a notary, and the 
assistance of the defender, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo: 


3th tiem. The Orange Grove consists of 540 large orange trees, wnich are of the best quality, 
and valued at three dollars, which amount to 1,620 hard dollars; and said property 





ne Gi SD HAUSE TIN DIE ooo 6 i vn on eke ssc eb ec aee reese es ceswes . $1,620 0 
Idem. Three hundred small ones, bearing fruit, at four reals—150 hard dollars ............. 150 0 
Idem. Two hundred and fifty orange trees to transplant, at three reals—93 dollars 6 reals.... 93 6 
Idem. Four hundred sour orange trees, at four reals—200 hard dollars..................4- 200 0 
Idem. One hundred and twenty medlar trees, at four reals—60 hard dollars................ 60 0 
Idem. Seventy-five fig trees, at two reals—18 dollars 6 reals ....... (i deeeb bese ease eeees 18 6 
Idem. Seventy peach trees, valued at 12 dollars 4 reals ............ cece eee cee cece wees 12 4 
Idem. Kighty pomegranates, at two reals—20 hard dollars ................ 0.0000. beens 20 0 
Idem. A plantation of lime trees, valued at.................cecseeee UTC TC Tee Tee ee 25 0 

Se eS Oe Oa a oat aa eicte wtb aeRO EN AREER OR EOS 2,180 0 


Which valuations the said appraisers appointed declared that they had performed well and faithfully, to 
the best of their opinions. The first did not sign it, because he said he did not know how to write; the 
second did it, with the assistant witnesses and the defender. In St. Augustine, Florida, February 3, 1792. 
VINCENTE MEXIAS. 
ROQUE LEONARDY. 
FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO. 
FRANCISCO REVIRA. 


AUCTION. 


In the city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 31, 1792: I, the governor, with the assistance of the 
collector of the royal revenue, and defender of the estate of the decvased British subject, Don José Fish, 
and the assistant witnesses, by whom, when it was despatched, for want of a notary, according to what is 
provided in the decree of said month and year, for the auction and sale of said estate, which remained to 
be sold at the sound of a drum and by the voice of the free negro Francisco Blasco, who performed the 
duty of a crier; having called together a sufficient portion of the people, he began in a loud and distinct 
voice to declare the sale to the best bidder, from eleven in the morning of the said day, stating that it 
was to be sold without reserve; and several bids and outbids having been made by the meeting, and 
called for by the crier, without more having been offered, which being finished, the auction, the hour 
having arrived which was pointed out, was concluded in favor of the individuais, and for the prices which 
follow: to Don José Fish the Orange Grove was laid off, which answers to number nine of the commission, 
for the sum of 1,605 hard dollars; and there being no person who would offer a larger sum than the 
foregoing, the hour pointed out being finished, it was ordered that they should be bid off in favor of the 
aforesaid, interposing therein my authority and judicial decree, as I can, and of right ought to do, in virtue 
of which he was declared the purchaser; and there signed with me the collector of the royal domain, and 
defender of the estate, and the assistant witnesses, for want of a notary. 

QUESADA. 

ZAMORANO. 

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO, 
JUAN FULTON. 

JOSE FISH. 


This is conformable to the commission, ninth clause of it, sixth of the valuation, and that of the 
auction, which originated from the proceedings of the meetings of creditors caused by the death of the 
Englishman Don José Fish, which remain in the archives in my charge, to which I refer. And in obedi- 
ence to orders I have caused the present copy, which I sign and seal in St. Augustine, Florida, March 
12, 1795. 

JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


Having been seen, it was passed over to Don José Fish, and was thus ordered and decreed by Sefior 
Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, brigadier of the infantry of the royal armies, governor, vice royal 
patron and sub-delegate of the royal domain of this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province, for 
his Majesty, who signed it, with the opinion of his honor the assessor general, March 26, 1795; which I 


attest. 
QUESADA, 
LicentiATE ORTEGA. 
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Before me— 


JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


On the same day, month and year, the foregoing decree was notified to Don José Fish; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day it was communicated to Sefior Don Gonzalo Zamorano, collector of the royal 


revenue; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Nofary. 


Don José Fish, a new settler in this province and a subject of his Majesty, in consequence of the 
roceedings which I am following up, in order to have granted to me the ten thousand acres of land 
which my deceased father, of the same name, possessed, at the place named the Orange Grove, which was 
sold at the public auction which was held of all his property left at his decease, before your excellency, 
in the manner most conformable with law, through the medium of the public solicitor, appears and says 
that said proceedings shall be delivered to me, to answer the copy which was given me of the representa- 
tion of the fiscal, informed of the contents of which, and also of the subsequent proceedings of the 
valuation and auction of the said Orange Grove, the said sefior fiscal not giving a solid and convincing 
reason that his opinion should take effect, contrary to my right and just pretension. And whereas I have 
sufficiently confirmed it by the proof which I have adduced, proving by it the ancient possession which 
my father had of said grove, the same for which I have always been anxious, and on which account I 
have given the excessive price, which the proceedings at auction, copied in the judicial proceedings, 
show, which sum I would on no account have given for the trees alone, which have been valued much 
less for the lands which these occupy, in virtue of which, I, submitting to the consideration of your 
excellency, that I have not enjoyed the least valuable article of the many which my said father left, as 
even by the possession to which I aspire I injure my interest, giving more for it than it lawfully is worth, 
solely impelled by the great love I have for that place, in which I have not only been born, but also 
brought up and educated—the ancient residence of my dear parents and beloved sisters, who are actually 
under my protection and charge, without any other help to protect them, which I also do for my dear 
mother, although with very limited means, which can only be obtained from the few trees which have 
been sold at auction, and to which space only the fiscal pretends to restrict me: Wherefore, and hoping 
that whatever else may be said in my favor will be taken into consideration, as I cannot express myself 
properly, from the little knowledge I have in those matters, and for want of directors in them, I ask and 
pray your excellency to be pleased to grant me the said island as I have solicited; which favor I hope for 
from the justice of your excellency, swearing that I do not proceed from malice, and what is necessary, &c. 
Furthermore, to prove the little value and estimation which the place I claim and bought had, and 
also my intentions, and that I had given such a large sum, not alone for the trees, but for the land which 
I have solicited, I pray your excellency to be pleased to order that the present notary place in continuation 
a copy of the deed which he presented, asking for the island for a valuation, which are united to the 
principal proceedings of the meeting of the creditors of the estate of my deceased father, and that he may 
so certify at foot, as, although before it was brought to public sale and auction, there was nothing 
offered, that all may produce the corresponding effects. I demand justice as above. 
JOSE FISH. 
BARTOLOME DE CASTRO Y FERRER. 


The copy which is solicited in the note being placed in continuation, let the whole be passed over to 
the fiscal representation. It is thus decreed and ordered by Sefior Don José de Ortega, advocate of the 
royal council, lieutenant governor, auditor of war, and assessor general of this city of St. Augustine, 
Florida, and its province, for his Majesty, who signed it in consequence of the illness of the governor and 
commander-in-chief April 17, 1795; which I attest. 

Licentiate ORTEGA. 


Before me— 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


On the same day the foregoing decree was made known to Don José Fish; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day it was communicated to Sefior Don Gonzalo Zamorano, collector of the royal revenue, 
and_attorney for the same; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


REPRESENTATION. 
Frorwa, March 22, 1792. 


SrXor Governor anp ComMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Don José Fish, with the greatest respect, states to your 
excellency that, at the auction which was yesterday made of the property of my deceased father, there 
was no person who would bid for the island of the Orange Grove; and that being the place which his 
father inhabited during his life, the possession of it would be the greatest satisfaction to your memorialist, 
obliging himself to deliver for it $1,605 in government money, in consideration of which, and the said 
island being abandoned, losing much of its value every day, he prays your excellency to have the good- 
ness to order that he be placed in possession of it. A favor which he hopes for from the benevolence of 


your excellency. JESSE FISH 


This is conformable to the original, which is in folio 135 ef the proceedings of the meeting of the 
creditors of the deceased Don José Fish, to which I refer, certifying, as I do certify, that, at the auction 
which was made March 21, 1792, which runs to leaves one hundred and twenty-nine of the said proceedings, 
it does not appear that the Orange Grove was brought forward to public outcry and auction; but, from 
the various memorials which were presented since said auction, soliciting the purchase of some lands, and 
the plea of the defender of the estate of the said Fish, which runs up to leaves one hundred and forty-two, 
it is evident that said lands of the Orange Grove had no bidder at that sale at auction. And in conformity 
’ with orders I sign and seal these presents in St. Augustine, Florida, April 20, 1795. 

JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 
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Sr. Aveustive, Florida, May 4, 1795. 


The first officer of the chief comptroller’s department of the army, who performs the duties thereof 
from the occupation of the collector, who is charged with the administration and judicature of the royal 
revenue, from the illness of his excellency the governor, and as attorney fiscal of the royal revenue, in 
proceedings moved by Don Joseph Fish, in order that he should be declared owner of the lands which hig 
father, of the same name, possessed, annexed to the situation called the Orange Grove, which was sold at 
auction, and in consequence of the preceding decree of the 17th of the month before, in which orders were 
given that he should examine them, states that, by the copy annexed to this proceeding, it is proved that 
Don Manuel Solana and Don Roque Leonardy were named as appraisers; that, taking into consideration 
the boundaries which appear in the testamentary proceedings of the deceased Don Joseph Fish, that 
possession which belonged to him was valued in presence of the defender of the estate, Don Fernando de 
la Maza Arredondo, of Don Vincente Mexias, and Don Francis Revira, as assistant witnesses, for want of 
a notary; that, in consequence of this, the said appraisers proceeded only to the valuation of the trees of 
the said Orange Grove, which amounted to $2,180, without ascertaining boundaries, nor the number of 
acres of land which these valued trees occupy, much less made meution of ten thousand acres of land 
as belonging to the estate of the deceased Don Joseph Fish. But what does not admit of doubt is that, 
in virtue of that valuation of trees, the sale of them at auction was proceeded to, and was made to Don 
Joseph Fish, son of the deceased of the same name, for the sum of $1,605, a little more than two-thirds 
of said valuation; and consequently the reason of the fiscal attorney, in his opinion of the 27th February 
last, is well founded, in considering Don Joseph Fish as owner only of the land and trees which the said 
valuation occupy, which is what was lawfully sold at auction, because until then nothing appeared of the 
number of acres of which the said Orange Grove consisted—a defect, in truth, very easy to be remedied by 
the appraisers, since, it having been promised to them that they should lay off the land, they should have 
done it with the particular designation of the land which properly belonged to the deceased Fish, from 
which defect this new appeal arises. Under these circumstances, the fiscal attorney thinks that, in virtue 
of the proof which Fish has made in these proceedings, he proves that the land or site named the Orange 
Grove consisted of ten thousand acres of land, and that his intention was, when he bought it, without 
doubt, under the impression that the ten thousand acres of land which his said father enjoyed would be 
included in said sale, because, separating the land occupied by the fruit trees which were valued, the 
remainder is not fit for planting, and as respects the defect, (a negligence of the appraisers, Don Manuel 
Solana and Don Roque Leonardy, in laying off the boundaries of said ,) he considers that it ought not 
to prejudice the right which favors Don Joseph Fish. From all these reflections, to which this proceeding 
gives rise, the fiscal attorney concludes, and it appears to him that your excellency may order, that the 
boundaries be marked which correspond to the Orange Grove, to the number of ten thousand acres of land, 
which he proved belonged to his father, and are annexed to the said Orange Grove; or your excellency 
will determine what you may think most proper, and with your usual justice. 

JOSE ANTONIO DE YGUINEZ. 





Having examined the proceedings, it was thus decreed and ordered by Sefior Don Bartolome Morales, 
colonel of the infantry of the royal armies, commandant of the third battalion of Cuba, which garrisons 
this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and political and military governor of it and its province, from the 
indisposition of the governor, who signed it May 16, 1795; which I attest. 

MORALES. 
Licentiate ORTEGA. 

Before me— , 

JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government 


On the same day the foregoing decree was made known to Don Antonio de Yguinez for his official 
cognizance; which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day it was notified to Don José Fish; which I attest. . 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


St. Aveustine, Florida, June 13, 1795. 


To decree more fully, let notice be given to the defender of the estate on Don José Fish, and have the 
proceedings returned. 
MORALES. 
Licentiate ORTEGA. 


Before me— i 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, June 17, 1795. 


Don Rafael Saavedra de Espinosa, attorney general of this city, and defender of the estate of the 
deceased Don José Fish, who was a resident of this city, and in consequence of the proceedings commenced 
by Don José Fish, son of the aforesaid deceased, appear before your excellency, and, in the manner most 
conformable to law, state that I have examined, with all the attention my little capacity allows me, what 
the son of the said Fish sets forth in favor of his right; and I find that up to this time he proceeded 
inadvertently to the time when he purchased the place called the Orange Grove at auction, since he ought 
at that time to have shown clearly and distinctly to what his petition referred; notwithstanding which 
he now endeavors to remedy his inadvertency by the proof which he has adduced in said proceeding. 
For all which reasons, and agreeing with the well-founded exposition of the first officer of the royal 
comptroller’s office, Don José Antonio de Yguinez, who performs the functions of his honor the fiscal 
attorney, which exposition is in folio 47, on which reference is made to the want of precaution with which 
the appraisers, Don Manual Solana and Don Roque Leonardy, proceeded, who ought to have shown at 
that time the boundaries which that land had, by adverting to which they would not only have given full 
effect to their commission, but also obviated the present litigation; and consequently it would have 
operated with entire effect in the present case, and without waiting for the injury done both the estate 
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and the mover of these proceedings, for which reasons it appears to me that your excellency may grant 
to Don José Fish the ten thousand acres of land which his deceased father of the same name possessed; 
and especially your excellency will decree according to what is every day exhibited in your judicial 
decrees, this being all I have to say as defender of said estate, in compliance with the discharge of my 


duty. 
uly RAFAEL SAAVEDRA DE ESPINOSA. 


Having examined those proceedings, and seen the proof adduced in them by Don José Fish, it appears 
not only his father, of the same name, possessed, since the time of the old Spaniards, and in that of the 
British dominion, the ten thousand acres of land, possession of which he claims at the place called the Orange 
Grove, which he purchased at public auction, but also that he made a bid for the said land, under which 
his purchase ought to be understood, which defect in not explaining it thus, at that time, should not be 
prejudicial to him, and has given cause to this litigation. His excellency said that declaring it, as he 
declared now, he ordered, in consequence, that whether by the right which the burdensome acquisition 
of the said land gives Fish, which cost him $1,605, which it appears he paid for the purchase of the Orange 
Grove, or by the right which the ancient possession of his father gives him to the said ten thousand acres 
of land; or, finally, in consequence of the petition of Fish, that they should be granted to him as a new 
settler, he be placed in possession of the said land, which it appears his said father possessed, and is 
already laid off, with the reserve of the quarries, and the remainder which was not granted to his said 
father, and which the King has reserved, renewing, in case of necessity, at the cost of the interested, the 
boundaries by said appraisers, Don Manuel Solano, who, at the time of the old Spaniards, and at the new 
possession by them of the province laid off by order of the governor, the aforesaid quarries, to give 
possession, as is proven, to the father of the memorialist of the land which he claims, and let them be 
granted to him on the terms above set forth, the present notary, who is commissioned for the purpose, 
when with the said appraiser, and any other workman that may be necessary, he shall assist at marking 
the boundary, at which also shall assist, to represent the royal treasury, the person whom the minister of 
the royal domain may depute for the purpose. All of which shall be made appear on the proceedings with 
which, and the taxation of the costs, which the interested shall satisfy, this proceeding shall be held as 
concluded. It was thus decreed and ordered by Sefior Don Bartolome Morales, colonel of infantry of the 
royal armies, commandant of the third battalion of Cuba, which garrisons this city of St. Augustine, 
Florida, and political and military governor, who signed this, with the opinion of his honor the assessor 


general, June 19, 1795; which I attest. 
BARTOLOME MORALES. 
Licentiate JOSEF DE ORTEGA. 


St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year the foregoing decree was notified to Don José Fish; 
which I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day it was intimated to Don Rafael Saavedra de Espinosa for his cognizance. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day, month and year it was communicated to the collector of the royal domain for his 
fiscal cognizance. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


PROOF OF BOUNDARY AND POSSESSION. 


Being at the plantation called the Orange Grove, in the island of St. Anastasia, July 10, 1795, in 
conformity with what is provided in the foregoing decree, we proceeded to the marking the boundaries of 
the land comprised in these proceedings. Don Manuel Solano, the appraiser appointed for the purpose, 
passing from said place to where the quarries of the King and of individuals are situated, who, passing 
along the ancient boundaries with Don José Lorente, chief master of the royal works, who accompanied 
him, to inform himself; Don Tadeo Arribas, officer of the royal comptroller’s office, from the employment of 
the collector, for his fiscal cognizance, and I, the present notary, went, fixing up stakes, to point out said 
boundaries, across the island, and separated the said quarries, saying that all besides them was what 
corresponded to Don José Fish; to whom, being also present, I, the said notary, in discharge of the 
commigsion which was conferred upon me, put him in possession of the land pointed out, leading him into 
it by the hand, and riding together on horseback by various places, until arriving at the dwelling-house; 
all of which I did as a token of said possession, which he took quietly, peaceably, and without contradiction. 
In testimony of which, and for the due proof, I have extended the present proceedings, which all signed, 
with the exception of Solano, who said he did not know how; and all of which I attest. 

TADEO DE ARRIBAS. 
JOSE FISH. 
JOSE LORENTE. 

Before me— ; 

JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


I, Francis J. Fatio, secretary of the board of land commissioners for East Florida, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language on file in 
the office of the public archives. 

F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


ss 


[Translation. ] 


Having seen that of the justification set forth in these proceedings by Don Joseph Fish, it not only 
appears that his father, of the same name, possessed since the time of the old Spaniards, and during the 
British dominion, the ten thousand acres of land, which possession he claims at a place called Vergel, 
» which he purchased at public auction, but also he fixed a price to the said land, according to which sale 
ought to have taken place, which defect, in not making it known at the time of the same, ought not to 
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injure him, and which has given cause to this litigation, his excellency said that, declaring it, as by these 
presents he does declare, and ordering, in consequence, by the right which the honorable acquisition of 
the said land, purchased in the sum of $1,605, gives to Fish, as is proven by the sale which he paid for 
the Burgal, or by the right given him by the old possession of his father of the above-mentioned ten 
thousand acres of land; or, lastly, in consequence of the petition of Fish, that it should be granted him as 
a new settler, he be put in possession of the same land which is known his father possessed, and is already 
laid off, with the exception of the quarries, and also what was not granted to his said father, and wag 
always reserved by the King, renewing, if thought necessary, at the expense of the interested, the 
boundaries by the same skilful person, Don Manuel Solano, who, at the time of the old Spaniards, and the 
repossession of these of the province, laid off by order of government the aforementioned quarries, to give 
possession, as was effected to the father of the memorialist of said land, and he is granted on the same 
terms as above set forth, giving him possession thereof by the present notary, who is commissioned for 
that purpose, whenever the skilful person named, and some other person that may be named for the 
purpose of laying off the same, and also the minister of the royal finance, whe will attend as representative 
of the royal exchequer. All of which will be made to appear in the returns, and with the valuation of 
the costs, which the interested will pay, these proceedings will be at an end. Being thus decreed and 
ordered by his excellency Don Bartolome Morales, colonel of infantry of the royal armies, commandant of 
the third battalion of Cuba, which garrisons this city of St. Augustine, Florida, and military governor 
pro tem. of the same and its province, on account of the indisposition of the incumbent; signing it, with 
the advice of the attorney general, June 19, 1795. I attest. 
BARTOLOME MORALES. 


Licentiate JOSE DE ORTEGA. 


Before me— ; 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


NOTIFICATION. 
In St. Augustine, on the same day, month and year, I notified the preceding decree to Don José Fish. 


I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 
On the same day I addressed Don Rafael Saavedra de Espinosa thereof, on account of his agency. 


I attest. 
ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


On the same day, month and year I made it known to the accountant of the royal finance, Don 
Gonzalo Zamorano, as attorney of the exchequer. I attest. 


ZUBIZARETTA, Notary. 


Being on the plantation named Vergel, situated on the island of St. Anastasia, July 10, 1975, in 
conformity with what is ordered in the foregoing decree, the measurement of the land comprised in these 
proceedings was proceeded to, and Don Manuel Solano, a skilful person named for the purpose, proceeded 
to the place where the quarries of the King and private persons are situated, who, passing along the old 
boundaries with Don José Lorente, master workman of the royal works, who accompanied him for the 
purpose of being informed thereon; Don Tadeo de Arribas, officer of the royal accountant office, on 
account of the occupation of the accountant as attorney of the exchequer, and I, the present notary, placed 
the stakes for the purpose of pointing out said boundaries, according to the width of said island, 
separating the said quarries; making known that all the rest was what belonged to Don José Fish, to 
whom I, the said notary, being likewise present, according to the commission conferred on me, gave him 
possession of the land pointed out, taking him thereon by the hand, riding together on horseback on 
different parts, until our arrival at the dwelling-house; all of which he done, as a sign of having taken quiet 
and undisturbed possession of the same without opposition. In testimony of which, and that it may be 
duly made known, I made out the present returns, which all signed, except Solano, who said he did not 
know how; and to all of which I attest. 

TADEO DE ARRIBAS. 


JOSEPH FISH. 
JOSEPH LORENTE. 
Before me— : 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


According to its original, presented in the proceedings on the subject, to which I refer; and at the 
request of the party, do seal and sign the present copy on two leaves of ordinary paper, stamps not being 
used. St. Augustine, Florida, March 29, 1788. 

[SEAL. ] JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government 


[Translation ] 


Don Bartolome Benitez y Galeoz, intendant elect of the province of Ylocos, in the Philippine islands, 
and treasury of the royal finance in this city, received of Don Juseph Fish, resident of this city, 13,880 
reals in specie, deposited in these royal chests under my charge, being the amount of a lot opposite Pedro 
Garcia and the plantation called The Bergel, appertaining to the will of his deceased father, which was 
purchased by him, as is communicated to me from the principal accountant’s office in an official letter of 
the 12th instant. And of the above 13,880 reals in specie, I take charge as a deposit, in virtue of this 
receipt, of which an account will be taken by the accountant of the royal finance, with the approval of his 
excellency the governor of this said city and province of St. Augustine, Florida, April 19, 1792, on account 
of the indisposition of the treasurer and his substitute. 

PHILIP DE AGUIRRE. 


13,880 reals in specie. 
I took an account of the same. 


GONZALO ZAMORANO. 
Approved. . QUESADA. 
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A copy from the original on file in this principal accountant’s office; and this is made out that it may 
serve as a security to the interested. St. Augustine, Florida, April 19, 1792. 
, G. ZAMORANO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE, 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant for the 10,000 acres of land, do 
therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. December 16, 1825. 


No. 2 b [22.]—See Rerorr No. 3. 
Teresa Rodriguez vs. The United States. For five thousand five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain the claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Teresa Rodriguez, widow of Miguel Marcos, for and in behalf of herself, and as 
guardian to her children, the heirs of the said Miguel Marcos, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of five thousand five hundred acres, situated on the two margins 
of a creck running from the west, and empties into the river St. John’s, about two miles north of a lake 
known by the name of Long lake—the mouth of the above creek is called “Big spring;” which said tract 
of land was granted to the said Miguel Marcos by Governor Estrada October 18, 1815, in virtue of various 
royal orders, as appears by the original grant in the office of the public records in this city, kept by Wm. 
Reynolds, and a certified copy herewith presented, which land has never been surveyed. Your memorialist 
further represents that Don Miguel Marcos was a resident of this province, for many years in the service 
of his Catholic Majesty, and that he was legally possessed of said tract when this Territory was ceded to 
the United States. St. Augustine, December 1, 1823. 

TERESA RODRIGUEZ, 


By her attorney, J. W. SIMONTON. 
[Translation. ] 


SeXor Governor: Don Miguel Marcos, first sergeant and sub-lieutenant by brevet of the corps of royal 
artillery detached to this city, with all respect, states to your excellency that he has served his Majesty 
for forty-one years in this class, and always commissioned by his chiefs for duty of the highest considera- 
tion, which, from his capacity and efficiency, have been placed in his charge; he has, furthermore, been in 
several actions, and particularly in the invasion of the year 1812, occasioned by the rebels of the province, 
in which he gave the strongest proofs of his valor, loyalty, and patriotism, always exposing himself to the 
greatest risks in defence of his King and religion. In attention to all that is set forth, and availing him- 
self of the royal bounty which his Majesty has been pleased to grant to all the officers, sergeants, soldiers, 
and others who were under arms at that period of 1812, as respects giving them lands gratis in recom- 
pense for the proofs of valor and enthusiasm with which they have defended their country; for all which 
he prays your excellency that, attending to all which has been set forth, and also that he is married and 
charged with children, you will be pleased to grant him in absolute property five thousand five hundred 
acres of land, which are vacant, on the two banks of a creek which comes from the west and discharges 
itself into the river St. John’s, about two miles to the north of the lake known as “Long lake” and the 
mouth of the said creek called “Big spring.” A favor which he does not doubt to obtain from the strict 


justice which your excellency administers. St. Augustine, Florida, October 18, 1815. 
MIGUEL MARCOS. 


Sr. Aveustine, Florida, October 18, 1815. 


Let there be granted to the interested, on the terms which he solicits, the lands indicated in this 
memorial, in virtue of the several royal orders which authorize to that effect; and that he may be able to 


prove this concession in any event, let the necessary certificates be delivered to him from the secretary’s 
office. ESTRADA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on‘file in the office of the public archives. 


F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. ©. 
DECREE, 


The board having ascertained that the foregoing is a valid concession for the five thousand five 
hundred acres of land made to Miguel Marcos, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. 
December 16, 1825. 


No. 8 ¢ [23.]—See Rerorr No. 3. 
John W. Simonton vs. The United States. For Cayo Hueso, or Key West. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The memorial of John W. Simonton, a citizen of the United States, repectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land, being the island of Key West, known by the name of Thomson’s 
island, containing about seven thousand acres of land, situated in East Florida, on the southern coast, 
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about the latitude of 24° 27' north, longitude 82° 12’ west, from London; which island was granted to 
Juan P. Salas August 26, 1815, in consideration of services rendered by him to the Spanish government, 
the grant for which island, signed by Estrada, governor of East Florida, was made in virtue of various 
royal orders, and is deposited in the office of public archives kept by Mr. Reynolds in the city of St. 
Augustine, a copy of which is herewith presented. And your memorialist further showeth that he pur- 
chased the said island for a valuable consideration of the grantee December 20, 1821, as will appear by 
the deed of conveyance from Salas and his wife to your memorialist, recorded in the office of public 
records for the county of St. John’s January 23, 1822; that, under the said conveyance, your memorialist 
took peaceable possession of the said island January 19, 1822, where no living person was on said island, 
and has ever since held quiet possession of the same; that he has erected many buildings thereon and 
made many improvements. All of which is respectfully submitted. St. Augustine, Florida, November 


25, 1822. 
JOHN W. SIMONTON, 
By his attorney, JOHN RODMAN 


[Translation. ] 
MEMORIAL. 


SeXor Governor: Don Juan P. Salas, postmaster of this city, with due respect and submission, states 
to your excellency that, in consideration of the merits and services which he has performed at different 
times, both in the corps of royal artillery which garrisons this city, as well as that he has voluntarily and 
without any gratuity served in the office of the secretary of the government under the command of your 
excellency, all of which can be proved by legal documents in proper time, and which are well known to 
your excellency; in virtue of which he humbly prays your excellency to be pleased to grant him, in absolute 
property, one of the keys, known as Cayo Hueso, situated to the south of Cape Florida. A favor which 
he does not doubt to obtain from the strict justice which your excellency administers. 

JUAN P. SALAS. 

Sr. Aveustine, Florida, August 23, 1815. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, Florida, August 26, 1815. 

In virtue of the power by which several royal orders have authorized this government to distribute 
lands to the inhabitants, subjects of his Majesty, gratis, in this province, let there be granted to the 
interested in absolute property the key named Hueso, included within the limits of this jurisdiction, 
without injury to a better right; and, for a proof of this grant at all times, let there be issued from the 


secretary’s office the necessary certificate. 
ESTRADA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. D.C. 


Unitep States ComMerciaAL AGENCY: 


Be it known, on the day of the date hereof, before me, John Mountain, vice commercial agent of the 
United States of America at Havana, personally came and appeared Don Tomas de Aguilar, who, being 
duly sworn according to law, upon the solemn oath did depose, declare, and say, that he acted as secretary 
to the following named governors of East Florida, viz: Don Enrique White, Don Sebastian Kindelan, Don 
Juan José de Estrada, and Don José Coppinger; that he was acting as the secretary of Don Juan José de 
Estrada in the month of August, 1815; that some time in the said month of August, 1815, Don Juan P. 
Salas presented a memorial to Don Juan José de Estrada, who was then acting as governor of East 
Florida, requesting him, the said Estrada, by virtue of the powers vested in him as the governor of that 
province, to grant him, the said Salas, the island called Cayo Hueso; that, in conformity to the memorial 
of the said Silas, Governor Don Juan José de Estrada did grant the said island to the said Salas some time 
in the said month of August, 1815; that this deponent did put the same on file in the office kept for that 
purpose. This deponent further states that the consideration of the above grant was, that the said Salas 
had, in the years 1812, 1813, and 1814, rendered important services in the suppression of an insurrection 
in the province, and had afterwards faithfully served in various civil capacities, for which he obtained no 


other remuneration. 
TOMAS DE AGUILAR. 


Signed and sworn to before me, the said vice commercial agent, to which I have hereunto subscribed 
my name, and affixed the seal of my office, at Havana, October 30, 1824. ; 
JOHN MOUNTAIN. [xs.] 


Know all men by these presents that we, Juan Pablo Salas, late of East Florida, residing in the city 
of Havana, Island of Cuba, and Margarita Lorente, the wife of the said Juan, in consideration of the sum 
of $2,000 to us in hand paid by John W. Simonton, of the State of New Jersey, in the United States of 
America, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, have bargained, sold, and quit-claimed, and by 
these presents do bargain, sell, and quit-claim unto the said John Watson Simonton, and to his heirs and 
assigns forever, all our and each of our right, title, interest, estate, claim, and demand, both at law and 
in equity, as well in possession as in expectancy, of, in, and to all that messuage or tract of land called 
Cayo Hueso or Key West, it being a key or island situated on the south coast of Florida, about the latitude 
of 24° 27'N., and longitude 82° 12’ W., from London; which key or island was granted to the said Juan 
Pablo Salas on August 26, 1815, by his excellency Don Juan Estrada, then governor of East Florida, as 
will appear by the following copy of memorial and decree of the said governor, viz: 


Sr. Aveustin DE LA Frioripa, 26 de Agosto de 1815. 


SeXor Governapor: Don Juan Pablo Salas, adm’r de correo de esta plaza ante vs. con todo respecto 
dice; que in atencion a los meritos y servicios que ha contraido en destintas epochas tanto en el real cuerpo 
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de artilleria que guarnece esta plaza con en el que estuvo voluntariamente y sin gratificacion alguna en 
la secretaria de govierno del mando de vs. como todo puedo acreditarlo con legitimos documentos en 
tiempo oportuno y que lo son constantes 4 vs. en esta virtud A. V. S. rendidamente suplica que teniendo 
en consideracion lo expuesto se seria concederme en absoluta propiedad uno de los cayos conosido pr. 
Cayo Hueso situado al sur de Cayo Florida gracio que no duda alcanzar de la recta justicia que vs. 
administra, 

JUAN PABLO SALAS. 


Sr. Avcustin pe La Fiorina, 26 de Agosto, 1815. 


En virtud de las facultades que autorizan a este gobierno varias reales ordenes sobre repartim: ento 
de tierra gratis 4 los habitantes varsalos de S. M. en esta provincia se le concede al interesado en absoluta 
propriedad el cayo nombrada Hueso, correspondiente 4 los limites de esta jurisdiccion sin perjuicio de 
mayor derecho y para que pueda hacer constar esta merced en todo tiempe se le despechara pr. secretaria 
le necesaria cercificacion. 

ESTRADA. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original, which now remains deposited in the 
office of the alcalde and notary public of county of St. John’s, province of East Florida, William Reynolds, 
the said Juan Pablo Salas hereby declaring that himself, nor any one for him, has ever disposed of, to any 
person or persons, any right, title, or interest, ceded to him by the grant of the said Governor Estrada, of 
which a copy is hereinbefore written, with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set onr hand and seals at Havana this 26th of December, in 
the year 1821. 

JUAN P. SALAS. 
MARGARITE LORENTE. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Joun Movuntatn. 
James BurnuaM. 
DECREE. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant for the island in question, made 
to Juan P. Salas, who sold and conveyed the same to claimant, do therefore recommend it to Congress for 
confirmation. December 14, 1825. 


[Number four (24) was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. | 
No. 5 e [25.]—Reporr No. 3. 
Archibald Clark vs. The United States. For eighty thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Archibald Clark, of the State of Georgia, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of eighty thousand acres, situated at or near Cape Florida, 
bounded on the east by the Atlantic ocean, on the south by Black Acres creek, on the west by vacant 
land, and on the north by the Rio Nueva, as by reference to the plat herewith affixed, with the evidences 
of title, will more fully appear; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to John Arram- 
bide by provincial deputation at Havana, Governor Apodaca presiding, December 4, 1813. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he is at this time, by his tenants, in actual possession of said lands; that 
he is a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Mary’s, Georgia. St. Augustine, May 17, 1824. 

ARCHIBALD CLARK. 


[Translation:] 
RECORD. 


In the city of Havana, January 12, 1814, I, the undersigned notary public of his Majesty, of the 
number of this city, in virtue of the orders of Don Ignacio Pedroso, constitutional alcalde of the same, 
by a decree of this date, made to a memorial presented by Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, I have 
recorded in continuation said memorial, with the document accompanying it, which is another presented 
to the most excellent captain general, superior political chief of the province, and president of the most 
excellent provincial deputation, asking for a testimonial of the certified act of the same passed on the 
4th of December last; which testimonial appears placed in continuation of it by the government notary 
of this city. And to attest which, and said documents remaining recorded, I sign these presents, Don 
Vicente Perez, Don Manuel Farnari, and Don Francisco de Silva, residents, being witnesses. 


JOSE LEAL. 


MEMORIAL. 


SeXor ConstirutionaL AtcaLpE: Don Juan X. de Arrambide, a resident of this city, with due respect, 
states that, requiring that the annexed document be recorded in one of the public offices of this city, in 
order that the necessary testimonials may be taken from it, he supplicates that you will please to order 
that it be recorded in the notary’s office, where he presents it, and that the copies I 1equire be furnished 
me. Havana, January 12, 1814. 

JUAN XAVIER DE ARRAMBIDE. 


Havana, January 12, 1814. 


PEDROSO. 
JOSE LEAL. 


As he asks for. 
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MEMORIAL. 


Most excellent sir, captain general, superior political chief of this island and the two Floridas: 


Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide and Goecoechea, native of Puerto Real, and a resident of this city 
with due respect, states to your excellency that, on the meeting of the most excellent provincial deputation 
held on the 4th instant, it was ordered that the honorable council of St. Augustine, Florida, should grant 
me, say, two leagues to each cardinal point of the compass, in the territory of that province, for the ends 
contained in my memorial of the 28th of May of that year. Wherefore, I pray your excellency to be 
pleased to order the person whose duty it is to furnish me with an authorized copy of that act, which he 
hopes for from the justice of your excellency. Havana, December 9, 1813. 

JUAN XAVIER ARRAMBIDE Y GOECOECHEA. 


DECREE. 


Havana, December 10, 1813. 


Let the memorialist receive a testimonial of the determination stated by him in his memorial. 
APODACA. 


TESTIMONIAL. 


I certify that at the session held by the most excellent provincial deputation the day of the date 
hereof, presided over by his excellency the captain general, superior political chief of the province, there 
was read the report of the commission presented on the 15th of the preceding November, on the solicita- 
tion of Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, that there should be granted him in property a certain extent of 
land in East Florida, with the object of establishing on it mills for sawing timber and of exporting resins, 
with respect to which Sefior Don José Ferrequi said that in the distribution of these lands the letter of 
the sovereign decree of the 4th of January of this year ought not to be observed, but rather the laws of 
the Indies in the matter, as that decree applies to the division of vacant and royal lands in the provinces 
already peopled, in which state the Floridas are not; since, with the exception of a small part of their 
coasts, the remainder of which, and the entire of the interior, which is of incalculable extent, remains 
uncultivated and desert. Arrambide ought, therefore, to be considered as one of the settlers of whom 
the said laws treat, and, consequently, the land granted to him in absolute property should not be limited 
to the small tracts pointed to in said decree; and having sufficiently discussed the business, the most 
excellent deputation agreed that in virtue of the conformity manifested by the council of St. Augustine, 
Florida, in its act of the 16th of August last, with which the deputation resolved in this case, after 
having consulted the captain general, superior political chief of that province, with a certified copy of 
the present act, the most excellent deputation were pleased to state to that council that they grant, in 
property, to Don Juan X. de Arrambide two leagues square to each cardinal point of the compass of the 
land he may choose, from the mouth of the Rio Nueva, which discharges itself on the coast of East 
Florida, and the Punia Larga, on the south part, following the same course to the seashore, permitting 
him to cut timber without the square set forth, and, when the bounding lands are not granted to other 
inhabitants, prohibiting him from burning them and offending the Indians, returning the proceedings to 
the commission, that they may propose the best mode of distributing the remaining lands, conforming as 
nearly as possible to the said decree. Havana, December 4, 1813. 

TOMAS ROMAY, Secretary. 


At roor—This is conformable to the original, which I returned to the office of the secretary of 
government, to which T refer; and, in obedience to orders, I put these presents. Havana, December 


14, 1813. 
MIGUEL MENDEZ. 


This is conformable to the originals, which’are recorded with the public instrument in my archives, 
to which I refer; and, in compliance with orders in the decree made to the memorial first copied, I give 
these presents. Havana, January 13, 1814. 

[A cipher. ] [A SEAL. ] 

JOSE LEAL. 


We attest that Don José Leal, by whom the foregoing copy appears authenticated, is notary public 
of his Majesty, of the number belonging to this city, faithful, lawful, of entire confidence, and to persons 
such as himself full faith and credit is given both in law and equity; and, to corfirm it, we agree to give 
these presents, which we sign and seal with that of our college. Havana, dated as above. 

[A SEAL. ] [A SEAL. ] [A SEAL. ] 

MAURICIO PERRAS PITA, Notary of War. 
JOSE LORENZO RODRIGUEZ. 
ESTABAN ESQUINEZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation of a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


The most excellent captain general states me, under date of the 10th of December last, that which 

I copy: “Don Juan Xavier Arrambide having solicited that a certain extent of land should be granted 

him in East Florida for the reasons and object which he sets forth, I enclose to your excellency a copy of 

the opinion given me by the most excellent provincial deputation on the subject, which I have agreed to, 

to the end that, on your part, it may have due course and completion, which I pass over to your honors 

for your information and consequent ends, accompanied with a certified copy of the opinion mentioned, 
receipt of which you will advise of. God preserve you many years. St. Augustine, March 16, 1814. 
SEBASTIAN KINDELAN. 
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Banama IsLanps. 


Know all men by these presents that I, John Arrambide, of East Florida, but now in Nassau, New 
Province, have made, ordained, constituted, and appointed, and by these presents do make, ordain, and 
appoint, James Bixby, of Georgia, (one of the United States of America,) my true and lawful attorney, 
for me, and in my name and stead, and to my use, to sell all, or any part or parts, of my tracts of land in 
East Florida, whereon I reside, containing 90,000 acres, or thereabouts; and I do further empower and 
authorize my said attorney to transfer by deed whatever he may sell as aforesaid, promising and engaging 
to satisfy and confirm whatever my said attorney may do in the premises. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal at Nassau, New Providence, this 15th 
day of July, in the year of our Lord 1817, and in the 57th year of his Majesty’s reign. 

JOHN ARRAMBIDE. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 

JoserH Bixby. 


Srate oF Groreia, County of Camden: 

This indenture, made the 1st day of December, in the year of our Lord 1817, and in the,independence 
of the United States of America the forty-second, between James Bixby, of Camden county, attorney in 
fact for Jean Arrambide, of Havana, in the Island of Cuba, of the one part, and Archibald Clark, of the 
county and State aforesaid, attorney at law, of the other part, witnesseth: That the said James Bixby, 
attorney in fact as aforesaid, for and in consideration of the sum of $20,000 to him, the said James Bixby, 
attorney in fact as aforesaid, in hand well and truly paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
and thereof, and of every part and parcel thereof, doth acquit, exonerate, and discharge the said Archibald 
Clark, his"heirs, executors, administrators, and each and every of them, he, the said James Bixby, attorney 
as aforesaid, and by virtue of the special powers in him by power of attorney vested, dated and executed 
July 15, 1817, hath granted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents doth 
grant, bargain, sell, alien, convey, and confirm unto the said Archibald Clark, his heirs and assigns,,for- 
ever, 80,000 acres of land, being part of that tract of land situated on the coast of East Florida, on New 
river, containing 90,000 acres, be the same more or less: bounded eastwardly by the Atlantic ocean, 
westwardly by vacant lands, northwardly and southwardly by vacant lands, at the time of the issuing 
the royal grant for the same, a description of the aforesaid tract of land being hereunto annexed, and is 
intended to form a supplementary part of this‘ indenture, and which said grant stands on record in the 
office of the scrivana*in the town of St. Augustine, in East Florida aforesaid; to have and to hold the 
aforesaid™80,000 facres of land, part of the above-described tract, with all the improvements, {rights, 
hereditaments to the same belonging, or in anywise appertaining, unto the said Archibald Clark, his heirs 
and assigns, forever. And the said James Bixby, as attorney as aforesaid for him, the said Jean Arram- 
bide, doth; hereby warrant and ‘defend the premises aforesaid, the claim or claims of him, the said Jean 
Arrambide, his heirs, executors, or assigns, and against the claims of all and every person or persons 
whomsoever, by virtue of these presents. 

In witness whereof, the said James Bixby, as attorney as aforesaid, hath hereunto set his hand and 
seal, at St. Mary’s, in the State and county aforesaid, this 1st day of December, in the year of our Lord 
1817, and in,the forty-second year of the independence of the United States of America. 

JOHN ARRAMBIDE, 
By his attorney in fact, JAMES BIXBY. 

Signed,”sealed,£and delivered in presence of— 

Anp. ATKINSON. 
R. Horcomse. 


DECREE. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant for the 80,000 acres made pre- 
vious to January 24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. December 15. 


No 6 f [26]—Sce Report No. 3. 
Joseph Delespine vs. The United States. For ninety-two thousand one hundred and siaty_acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 
Territory oF Fiorina, Kast Florida: 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Joseph Delespine respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title, in fee 
simple absolute, in and to ninety-two thousand one hundred and sixty acres of land, situated and being in 
East Florida aforesaid. Your memorialist shows that on the 15th day of November, in the year 1813, 
one Juan Xavier de Arrambide, a Spanish subject, applied to a certain body—a committee called the 
“Provincial Committee ”—then established in the city of Havana, in the Island of Cuba, whose business 
and duty it was to consider, consult, advise, and determine as to the most proper and advantageous 
distribution and disposition of the public lands in the Island of Cuba, and also in the then provinces of 
East and West Florida, over which its authority in this respect extended, for a grant, in absolute owner- 
ship and property, of two leagues of land to each point of the compass, for the purpose of erecting saw-mills, 
making rosin, &c.; that the said committee, at its session on the aforesaid 15th day of November, 1813, 
at which its president, his excellency the then captain general of the Island of Cuba and of the two 
Floridas, was present and presided, resolved that the lands solicited by the said Juan Xavier de Arram- 
bide should be granted to him in complete and absolute ownership and property, and that his excellency 
the said captain general, at the said session of the said committee, directed that the act or proceedings of 
the said committee at their said session, in relation to the said grant of land, should be transmitted to the 
governor and chief civil magistrate of East Florida, in order that the corporation of the said province might 
make a grant to the said Juan Xavier de Arrambide of two square leagues of land to each point of the 
compass, on the spot which he, the said Juan Xavier de Arrambide, might choose, from the mouth of the 
tio Nueva, which empties itself on the coast of Florida, to the Punta Larga, on the south side, running 
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said side up to the seashore. Your memorialist puree shows that at a regular meeting of the corporation 
of East Florida, held at St. Augustine, March 22, 1814, at which preside d his excellency Don Sebastian 
Kindelan, then governor and chief civil magistrate of East Florida, a memorial of the said Juan Xavier 

de Arr: ambide, dated at the Hav ana, on the Ist day of February, in the year 1814, was presented, 
accompanied by an authenticated copy of the aforesaid resolution and act of the said provincial committee, 
and of the aforesaid order of the captain general; in which memorial the said Juan Xavier de Arrambide, 
after referring to the said proceedings of the provincial committee and of the captain general, solicited a 
grant of the “said two leagues of land to each point of the compass to the north of the river De log 
Miamies, which lies on the northwest of Cayo Viscayno; that the said corporation, at its said meeting, 
resolved to grant, and did grant, to the said Juan Xavi ier de Arrambide the said lands then solicited b 

him, in full and absolute property, and directed that a copy of this act and proceedings in relation to the 
claim of the said Juan Xavier de Arrambide, together with his memorial to said corporation, should be 
duly autheuticated by their secretary, and be ‘dirceted to him, the said Arrambide, for his security, and as 
a title to the said land, which was accordingly done; all of which will fully and at large appear by a 
reference to certified copies of the proceedings and acts hereinbefore mentioned and set forth, now here 
submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A. 

Your memorialist further shows that immediately after the completion of the said grant the said Juan 
Xavier de Arrambide entered upon and took actual possession of the lands embraced by it, and carried a 
number of persons with him from the Island of Cuba for the purpose of settling the said lands, and of 
promoting and proceeding in the purposes he had in view in obtaining the said land; that the said Arrambide 
for several years prosecuted the settlement and improvement of the said land, and the making of tar and 
rosin, and the cutting of timber thereon, when he was driven from it, and compelled to abandon his plans 
founded on the possession of it, by the hostility of the Indians and fugitive negroes who infested that 
part of the country; that the said Juan Xavier de Arrambide (by his agent, lawfully authorized in that 
behalf ) sold and conveyed the said lands, in absolute property, to one George J. F. Clarke, a Spanish 
subject, according to the formalities required by the Spanish law, April 29, 1820, as will appear by a 
certified copy of the said conveyance herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B; that, after the 
purchase of the said land by the said George J. F. Clarke, that is to say, May 7, 1821, he applied for, and 
obtained from the then governor of East Florida an order for the survey of the said land, which will appear 
from a certified copy thereof herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit C; that, after the appoint- 
ment of the surveyor to execute the said order, his acceptance thereof, and preparations made to effect the 
said survey, it was found that it could not, with any safety, be attempted, on account of the decided and 
open hostility of the Indians to the whites just at that period, in consequence of which the design to 
survey the said land at that time was laid aside; that, January 4, 1822, the said George J. F. Clarke sold 
and conveyed the said lands to one John B. Strong, as will appear by his original conveyance thereof, 
herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit D; and that the said John B. Strong, for a large and 
valuable consideration paid to him by your memorialist, sold and conveyed the said lands and their 
appurtenances to your memorialist, in fee simple absolute, February 25, 1822, as will appear by the original 
conveyance thereof to your memorialist, now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit E. 

Your memorialist further avers and shows that there are a number of families and settlers established 
on the said land under the title of your memorialist—believes are persons placed on the said lands by the 
aforesaid Arrambide at the time he attempted to establish himself on it as aforesaid; and that consider- 
able improvements have been made thereon by clearing and cultivating the ground and erecting buildings. 
All of which is respectfully submitted by your memorialist. 

JOSEPH DELESPINE, 


By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 
['‘Translation. ] 
RECORD. 


In the city of Havana, January 12, 1814, I, the undersigned notary public of his Majesty, of the 
number of this city, in virtue of the orders of Don Ignacio Pedroso, constitutional alcalde of the same, 
by a decree of this date made to a memorial presented by Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, I have recorded 
in continuation said memorial, with the document accompanying it, which is another presented to the 
most excellent captain general, superior political chief of this province, and president of the most excel- 
lent provincial deputation, asking for a testimonial of the certified act of the same passed on the 4th 
December last; which testimonial appears placed in continuation of it by the government notary of this 
city, and to attest which, and said documents remaining recorded, I sign these presents; Don Vincent 
Perez, Don Manual Fornari, and Don Francisco de Silva, residents, being witnesses. ; 

JOSE LEAL. 


MEMORIAL. 


SeXor ConstirutionaL AucatpE: Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, a resident of this city, with due 
respect states that, requiring that the annexed document be recorded in one of the public offices in 
this city, in order that the necessary testimonial may be taken from it, he supplicates that you will please 
to order that it be recorded in the notary’s office, where he presents it, and that the copies I require be 


furnished me. Havana, January 12, 1814. 
JUAN X. DE ARRAMBIDE. 


Havana, January 12, 1814. 


As he asks for. 
PEDROSO. 
JOSE LEAL. 


MEMORIAL. 


Most excellent sir, captain general, superior political chief of this island and the two Floridas: 

Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide and Goecocha, native of Puerto Real, and a resident of this city, with 
due respect states to your excellency that, on the meeting of the most. excellent provincial deputation 
held on the 4th instant, it was ordered that the honorable council of St. Augustine of Florida should 
grant me, say, two leagues to each cardinal point of the compass, in the territory of that province, for 
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the ends contained in my memorial of the 28th of May of that year. Wherefore, I pray your excellency 
be pleased. to order the person whose duty it is to furnish me with an authenticated copy of that act; 
which he hopes from the justice of your excellency. Havana, December 9, 1813. 


JUAN XAV. DE ARRAMBIDE AND GOECOCHA. 


DECREE, 
Havana, December 10, 1813. 
Let the memorialists receive a copy of the decision stated by him in his memorial. 


APODACA. 


COPY. 


I certify that, at the session held by the most excellent provincial deputation the day of the date 
hereof, presided over by his excellency the captain general, superior political chief of the province, there 
was read the report of the commission presented on the 15th of the preceding November, on the solicita- 
tion of Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, that there should be granted him in proportion a certain extent of 
land in East Florida, with the object of establishing on it mills for sawing timber, and of exporting 
rosins, with respect to which Sefior Don José Terragues said that, in the distribution of those lands, the 
letter of the sovereign decree of the 4th January of this year ought not to be observed, but rather the 
laws of the Indies on the matter, as that decree applies to the division of vacant and royal lands in the 
provinces already peopled, in which state the Floridas are not; since, with the exception of a small part 
of their coasts, the remainder of which, and the entire of the interior, which is of incalculable extent, 
remains uncultivated and desert. Arrambide ought, therefore, be considered as one of the settlers of 
whom the said law treats, and, consequently, the lands granted to him in absolute property should not be 
limited to the small tracts indicated in said decree; and having sufficiently discussed the business, the 
most excellent deputation agreed that, in virtue of the conformity manifested by the of St. Augus- 
tine, Florida, in its act of the 16th August last, with which the deputation resolved, in this case, after 
having consulted the captain general, superior political chief of that province, with a certified copy of 
the present act, the most excellent deputation were pleased to state to that council that they grant, in 
property, to Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide two leagues square to each cardinal point of the compass of 
the land he may choose, from the mouth of New river, (Rio Nueva,) which discharges itself on the coast 
of East Florida and the Long Point, (Puerto Largo,) on the south part, following the same course to the 
seashore, permitting him to cut timber without the square set forth; and, when the bounding lands are 
not granted to other inhabitants, prohibiting him from burning them, and of offending the Indians, return- 
ing the proceedings to the commission, that they may propose the best mode of distributing the remaining 
lands, conforming, as nearly as possible, to the said decree. 





TOMAS ROMAY, Secretary. 
Havana, December 4, 1813. 


Ar root.—This is conformable to the original which I returned to the office of the secretary of gov- 
ernment, to which I refer; and, in obedience to orders, I put these presents. 
MIGUEL_ MENDEZ. 
Havana, December 14, 1818. 


This is conformable to the originals which are recorded with the public instruments in my archives, 
to which I refer; and, in compliance with the orders in the decree made to the memorial first copied, I 
give these presents. ; 
JOSE LEAL. [1 s.] 
[A cypher. } 
Havana, September 17, 1814. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


Don Juan de Entralgo, secretary to the honorable council of the city of St. Augustine, East Florida: 


I certify that at an ordinary session held the 22d of March last, at which met Sefiors Don Sebastian 
Kindelan and O’Regan, knight of the order of St. James, brigadier of the national armies, military gov- 
ernor and political chief, president; Don José Sanchez, constitutional alealde; Don Francisco Pons and Don 
Pedro Rodriguez de Cala, regidores; and Don José Bernardo Reyes, syndic, they resolved, amongst other 
things, the following act: “Resolution—At this session the secretary of the council has presented a 
representation, directed to this honorable body, by Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, under date of the Ist 
of February last, enclosing a copy of the resolution of the most excellent provincial deputations, respecting 
the concession of two leagues to each point of the compass, which were made to him with the consent of 
the most excellent the captain general, political chief of the Island of Cuba and both Floridas, in the 
territory of the south side of this province, soliciting that this honorable body do despatch to him the 
title of property of the said two leagues of land to the north of the river Miamies, which are on the 
northwest side of Cayo Biscayno, and the gentlemen agreeing, having in view the said determination of 
his excellency, with an authenticated copy of the said most excellent deputation, which was commu- 
nicated to this council by the president, his excellency the governor, in obedience as well to the resolution 
of the aforesaid deputation as to the approval of the most excellent captain general, they determined to 
grant the favor solicited by Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide; for which end, and that he may be able to 
prove the title of property which he claims, let the present secretary deliver to him an authenticated copy 
of the said representation and this act, which shall be given him for his security as a title for the grant 
which is made to him, with the exception of everything which, according to the laws, this body ought to 
know of the business.” 


REPRESENTATION. 
To the honorable the council: 
Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide, with due attention, lays before your honors that, it having been 
determined by this provincial deputation, as appears from the act of the 4th of December, and is confirmed 
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by the annexed copy, to grant me in property two leagues to each point of the compass, in the territory 
on the south part of that province, for the purposes set forth in my petition of the 28th May of last year, and 
what appears likewise from the said act, leaving to my choice the place where I should settle myself, and 
desiring to effect it two miles to the north of the river of Miamies, which is at the northwest side of Cayo 
Biscayno, I pray your honors to be pleased to expedite to me the corresponding title of property for the 
two leagues of land to each point of the compass, agrecably to this situation, reserving to myself to produce 
the plat of the said lands, and what is made known on the subject, as soon as I find myself prepared to 
take it out, to commence the establishment which I am to effect. 
JUAN XAVIER DE ARRAMBIDE, 
Havana, February 1; 1814. 


This is a copy. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Secretary. 
Sr. Aueustine, Florida, June 3, 1814. 


Don Manuel Lopez Garcia, ministerial officer and royal collector of the national chests of this city of St. 
Augustine, of Florida, and Don José Antonio Yguinez, treasurer pro tem. of them: 


We certify that Don Juan de Entralgo, by whom the foregoing certificate is signed, is secretary of this 
honorable council, as he styles himself, and notary pro tem. of the government in this said city, the only 
one in it and its province; and to such persons as him full faith and credit is given, both in law and 
equity. To confirm which, we sign these presents at the request of the party in this city of St. Augus- 
tine, Florida, June 6, 1814. 

MANUEL LOPEZ. 
JOSE ANTONIO YGUINEZ. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation. ] 


POWER. 


Be it known that I, Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide y Goecocha, resident in this city, declare that I 
give my power, full and sufficient, as may be required and necessary in law, to Mr. John B. Strong, a 
citizen of the United States of America, general, that he may charge, defend, liquidate, sell, and finish 
whatever affairs may appertain to or concern him in the said States, with a revocation of every other 
power, particularly that granted in favor of Don John Forbes, as I declare of no value, whatever document 
may have reference to it, and especially for the sale of the lands I have in East Florida, delivering the 
respective writings which he may make valid and firm, as if I myself were present in person; and, in case 
of necessity, sue with writings, witnesses, proofs, other documents and papers, which he may take posses- 
sion of wherever they shall be found; make protests, citations, and summonses; demand exccutions, 
captions, discharges, detention, and releasing of property, sale, sale to pay debts, and auction of what he 
shall take possession of should it be adjudged to him, and for every kind of proofs the necessary terms, 
and renounce them; power to delegate; warrants to comply precepts and commissions, which he may 
cause to be read publicly, and made known to whomsoever and wheresoever he finds it necessary; he 
may see and examine witnesses presented and sworn on the adverse side, make objections to and find 
defects in them; be surety for persons, and vouch for depositions; make oaths and recusations; hear and 
bring to a conclusion judicial decrees and interlocutory and definitive sentences; consent to what is 
favorable, and petition and appeal to what is adverse; instruct and direct appeals, and whatever compe- 
tent legal courses he can and ought to pursue; finally, to proceed, act, and do all other matters, judicial 
and extra-judicial, required in any of my affairs; for which, and all evidences and dependencies, I give 
this power, without limitation, with free and general administration, power of commencing suits, swearing, 
sustaining them, and concluding them himself, or compromising them through arbitrations, juries, or 
friendly references, and exonerating the parties in form; for the firmness and accomplishment of what he 
shall perform, in virtue of this I bind present and future property, power of tribunals, and renunciation of 
laws. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of Puerto Principé, January 17, 1820. I, the notary 
of the council, attest that I know the grantor, who said as is set forth and signed this, there being 
witnesses present, Don Pedro de Zespedez, Don Pio de Evia, and Don Ramon de la Torre. 


JUAN XAVIER DE ARRAMBIDE & GOECOCHA. 
Before me— JOSE RAFAEL CASTELLANOS. 


This is conformable to the original, to which I refer, and at the desire of the party caused it to be 


written. Puerto Principé, January 20, 1820. é 
JOSE RAFAEL CASTELLANOS. 


This is conformable to the originals which exist in the archives in my charge, to which I refer; and 
by desire of the party, sign and seal the present copy on two leaves of common paper, the stamped not 
being in use. St Augustine, Florida, April 20, 1820. 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO, dc. 


1 certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. | 
CONVEYANCE, 
Be it known that I, John B. Strong, citizen of the United States of America, at present a resident of 


this city, and attorney of Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide Goicuechea, resident of Puerto Principé, in the 
Island of Cuba, as appointed by him before the notary of that council, Don José Rafael Castellanos, 
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January 17 of the present year, a copy of which shall be added in continuation, and is sufficient for what 
shall be said. I declare that I really sell to Don George Clarke, an inhabitant of this province, surveyor 
general in it, two leagues of land to each point of the compass, which is in square in the territory on the 
south side of this province, situated about two leagues to the north of the river Miamies, which is on the 
northwest side of Cayo Biscayno, and is between the mouth of Rio Nueva, (New river,) which discharges 
itself on the coast of Florida, and the long point on the south side, following the same course to the sea- 
shore; which land was granted to me in full property by the constitutional junta of this city, by an act 

assed March 22, 1814, in virtue of the determination of the most excellent captain general of the Island 
of Cuba and both Floridas, communicated with an authenticated copy of the opinion of the most excellent 
provincial deputation. And I sell him the said two leagues to each point of the compass on the terms and 
under the circumstances on which they were granted to my said principal, Don Juan Xavier de Arrambide 
Goicoechea, with its pastures, roads, waters, entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, in the 
manner which corresponds to him, and that he may use it for himself and his successors free of all encum- 
prance, (as J, the notary, certify from the result of my search of the book of mortgages in my charge, 
which I have made for the purpose,) at the price of $20,000, which the purchaser has paid me in current 
money, which I acknowledge as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to 
money not counted, fraud, and everything else in the case, fer which I deliver a receipt in form; in virtue 
of which I separate my principal from the right of property, possession, use, seigniory, and other actions, 
real and personal, which he had and held to said lands, as I cede, renounce, and transfer it to the purchaser 
and his representatives, that, as his own, he may take possession in the manner most convenient to him 
by virtue of this deed, by which he may dispose at his will of the thing acquired without occasion for 
further proof, from which I relieve him. And I bind my principal to the execution and guaranty of this 
sale in sufficient form, and as may best suit, in favor of the purchaser, with the goods of my principal, 
present and future power and submission to the tribunals of his domicil, that they may compel him to its 
performance as by sentence consented and passed in authority of an adjudged case, in which I renounce 
all the laws, customs, rights, and privileges in his favor, and the general law in form which prohibits it. 
And I, Don William Travers, being present by order of the purchaser, Don George Clarke, accept in his 
favor this deed, and by it receive as purchased the said lands at the price and agreement on which they 
have been sold to him, which he gives as delivered to his will, with a renunciation of proof, laws of 
delivery, those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything else in the case, for which I deliver 
a receipt in form. 

In testimony of which, this is dated in this city of St. Augustine, Florida, April 29, 1820. I, the 
notary, attest that the parties said thus and signed it; there being witnesses, Don Bernardo Segui, who 
served as interpreter, there being no public one; Don Pedro Miranda and Don Fernando de la Maza Arre- 
donno, jr, inhabitants present. 

JOHN B. STRONG. 
WILLIAM TRAVERS. 
As interpreter, BERNARDO SEGULI. 

Before me— 

JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the*Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. €. 


Tue Strate or Soutu Carouina: 


Know all men by these presents that I, John B. Strong, of the city of St. Augustine, in East Florida, 
but at present in Charleston, in the State aforesaid, for and in consideration of the sum of $20,000 to me 
in hand paid by Joseph Delespine, of the same place, but at present in the city of Charleston, in the State 
aforesaid, have granted, bargained, sold, and released, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, and 
release unto the said Joseph Delespine all that certain piece or parcel of land situate, lying, and being in 
the southern part of the province of East Florida, of two leagues of land to each point of the compass, in 
the northern part of the river De los Miamies, which lies to the northward of Cayo Viscayno or Key Bis- 
cayno, and which said tract contains 92,162 acres, be the same more or less; and which said tract of land 
was granted to Juan X. de Arrambide by the captain general of the Island of Cuba and of the two 
Floridas, and confirmed by the governor and corporation of East Florida, and was sold to me by the said 
Arrambide in Puerto Principé, in the Island of Cuba, in the month of July, 1819; and, for a more par- 
ticular description of said tract of land and everything relating thereto, more particular reference may 
be had to the original grant made to the said Juan X. Arrambide, together with all and singujar the 
rights, members, hereditaments, and appurtenances to the said premises belonging, or in anywise inci- 
dent or appertaining, to have and to hold all and singular the premises before mentioned unto the said 
Joseph Delespine, his heirs and assigns, forever. And I do hereby bind myself, my heirs, executors, and 
administrators, to warrant and forever defend all and singular the said premises unto the said Joseph 
Delespine, his heirs and assigns, against myself and my heirs, and all other persons lawfully claiming, or 
to claim, the same in any part thereof. 

Witness my hand and seal this 25th day of February, in the year of our Lord 1822, and in the 46th 


year of the independence of the United States of America. 
JOHN B. STRONG. 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 
Wm. W. Cormick. 
Tuos. W. Honwe t. 


DECREE. 

The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant for the 92,160 acres, made 
previous to January 24, 1818, do therefore recommend it to Congress for confirmation. December 14. 
Guorcta, Camden County: 

This indenture, made June 4, 1822, between George J. F. Clarke, of the province of East Florida, on 
the one part, and Jehn B. Strong, of said province, on the other part, witnesseth: That the said George 
90 ¢ 
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J. F. Clarke, for and in consideration of the sum of one dollar to him in hand paid at and before the sealing 
and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained 
sold, and conveyed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto the said Strong a 
quantity of land lying in the southern part of said province, situated two leagues north of the river 
Miamies, which lies to the northwest of Key Viscayno, and containing two leagues measurement to each 
wind, as will more fully appear by the grant thereof made by the Spanish government to John X. Arram. 
bide, and which said quantity of land was sold to said Clarke by the said Strong, as the attorney of said 
Arrambide, as per an instrument executed in the records of St. Augustine, East Florida, April 29, 1890, 
to have and to hold unto him, the said John B. Strong, his heirs and assigns, the said lands in the same 
state that he, said Clarke, received them from him; and the said George J. F. Clarke, for himself, hig 
heirs, executors, and administrators, unto the said John B. Strong, his heirs and assigns, will forever 
warrant the said bargained premises only against themselves. 

In witness whereof, the said Clarke hath hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year above 


written. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE. [1 s.] 


Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of— 


James BENTHAM. 
Tuos. H. Minter, J. J. C. C. C. 


No. 1.—See Report No. 4. 
Francis Woods vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francis Woods respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land situate on the north side of Mills’ swamp, and on the east side of the road formerly called the 
King’s road; which title your memorialist derives from an act of Congress passed and approved May 26, 
1824, for such persons as were in the actual occupation of the land. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is and has been in the occupation and cultivation of the said tract of land since the 
year 1812 and 1814; that he does not claim any other tract of land in the Territory of Florida; that he is 
a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida, and above the age of twenty-one years. All of 
which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

FRANCIS WOODS. 


DECREE. 
Francis Woods vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the claimant inhabited and cultivated the above land February 
22, 1819, do confirm the same accordingly. May 18, 1825. 


Francis Woods vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


John Uptegrove sworn: 

(Juestion. Do you know one Francis Woods ? 

Answer. I do. 

(Juestion. Is he the head of a family and over the age of twenty-one years ? 

Answer. He is. 

Question. Do you know anything of his settling a tract of land situated on the north side of Mills’ 
swamp, and on the east side of the road formerly called the King’s road ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. When did he first settle this tract of land? 

Answer. About twenty years ago. 

Question. Has he occupied the land since that time? 

Answer. He has peaceably occupied it until a year ago. 

Question. Does he claim any other land in the Territory derived either from the British or Spanish 
governments ? 

Answer. I am very sure he does not. 

JOHN UPTEGROVE. 
Before the board in session May 18, 1825. 


No. 2.—See Report No. 4. 
Miguel Papy vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Miguel Papy respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of six hundred and forty acres, situated on Deep creek, about six miles from the St. John’s 
river, a small branch running into Six-mile creek, by virtue of an act of Congress of the United States 
passed and approved May 26, 1824, granting lands to such persons as were in actual possession and occupa- 
tion of the same, commenced between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, when Florida was ceded to 
the United States. And your memorialist further showeth that he was and has been in actual habitation, 
cultivation, and improvement of said tract of land so situated as aforesaid from February 22, 1819, up 
to the present period. And your memorialist further showeth that he claims no tract of land in this Terri- 
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tory by virtue of any written evidence of title derived from the British or Spanish governments. And 
your memorialist further showeth that he is a citizen of the United States and a resident of the Territory 
of Florida. 
MIGUEL PAPY, 
By his attorney, B. A. PUTNAM. 


[Here follows the affidavit of Bartolome Solana, sworn to before the Hon. William H. Allen, one of 
the commissioners, May 26, 1825, proving the occupation and cultivation of the above land previous to 
and since the year 1819. ] 

Miguel Papy vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 

The board having ascertained that the claimant did actually cultivate and improve the above land 

February 22, 1819, do confirm the same to him. August 16, 1825. 


No. 3.—See Report No. 4. 


George Gianoply vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of George Gianoply respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of six hundred and forty acres, situated and bounded as follows: on the south by land 
claimed by G. Darling, on the west and north by public lands, on the east by land claimed by John Giano- 
ply, as by a reference to a plat herewith will more fully and at large appear, by virtue of an act of 
Congress of the United States passed and approved May 26, 1824, granting lands to such persons as 
were in actual possession and occupation of the same, commenced before February 15, 1819, and continued 
until July 17, 1821, when Florida was surrendered to the United States. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he was, is, and has been in actual habitation and improvement of said tract of land, situated 
as aforesaid, from the year 1818 until the date hereof, and he always, in that time, peaceably enjoyed and 
improved the same. And your memorialist further showeth that he does not claim title to any other tract 
of land in this Territory by reason of any title derived from either the British or Spanish governments. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is over the age of twenty-one years, and that he is a citizen 
of the United States. And your memorialist, as is duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

ISAAC N, COX, Attorney for Petitioner. 


[Plat herewith filed, marked A.] 


[Here follows a plat by Gamaliel Darling, dated March 20, 1824.] 


DECREE. 


George Gianoply vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
The board having ascertained that the claimant actually inhabited and cultivated the above land 
February 22, 1819, do confirm the same accordingly. September 14, 1825. 


amy 


AFFIDAVIT. 


Territory oF Fiorina, County of St. John’s: 


George Gianoply vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land in the Twelve-mile swamp: 
The deposition of John Leonardy, taken before Elias B. Gould, a justice of the peace for the county of St. 
John’s. 


* 


John Leonardy, being duly sworn, says that he is acquainted with the claimant, George Gianoply; 
knows that he settled on a tract of land in the Twelve-mile swamp about eight years ago, and that he was 
on it and cultivated it at and previous to the change of government in 1821, and had done so from the 
time of his first settlement. He says that the father of the present claimant has land in the same swamp, 
but that the land which is now claimed lies to the west of it. The claimant had a house on this tract, 
and lived in it, and planted corn and pumpkins, and knows that claimant had two or three hands. It is 


about fourteen or fifteen miles from St. Augustine. 
JUAN LEONARDY. 


Sworn to before me September 8, 1825. 
E. B. GOULD, Justice of the Peace. 


[Nos. 4 and 5 were not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. | 
No. 6.—See Report No, 4. 


Pedro Mestre vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Pedro Mestre respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land containing six hundred and forty acres, situated on the north of the head of the North river, which 
tract he claims by virtue of an act of Congress of the United States passed and approved May 26, 1824, 
granting lands to such persons as were in cultivation and occupation of the same, commenced between 
February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, when Florida was surrendered to the United States. And your 
memorialist further showeth that he was, is, and has been in actual habitation and cultivation of said tract 
of land, so situated as aforesaid, fora number of years, and that he does not claim title to any other tract 
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of land in this Territory by reason of any title derived from either the British or Spanish governments, 

And your memorialist further showeth that he is over the age of twenty-one years; that he is a citizen of 

the United States and a native of East Florida. And your memorialist prays confirmation of the same. 
PEDRO MESTRE. 


* 


DECREE. 
Pedro Mestre vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained from the evidence adduced that the claimant is entitled to the above 
land under the donation act, do therefore confirm it to him. December 2, 1825. 


[Nos. 7 to 10, inclusive, were not returned by the commissioners to the General Land Office. ] 
No. 1.—See Report No. 5. 
Dorcas Black vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to land in East Florida: 

The petition of Dorcas Black respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a certain tract 
of land containing six hundred and forty acres, situated in the county of St. John’s, on the road called the 
Crawford road, leading from St. Augustine to the St. John’s river, and bounded west by lands of William 
Hollingsworth, on the south by lands claimed by William Hartley and Bowen, on the east and north by 
vacant lands. Her house and improvements are known as the improvements and premises of the said 
Dorcas Black. Your memorialist claims title to the above-named premises by virtue of an act of Congress 
passed and approved May 26, 1824, granting lands to such persons as were in actual possession and 
improvement of the same between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, when Florida was ceded to the 
United States. Your memorialist further showeth that she has been, and now is, in actual possession and 
improvement of said tract of land, so situated as aforesaid, since the year 1818, and has enjoyed peaceable 
possession and improved the same And your memorialist further showeth that she claims no tract of 
land in this Territory by virtue of any written evidence of title derived from the British or Spanish govern- 
ments. And your memorialist further showeth that she is a native of the United States, over twenty-one 
years of age, and the head of a family. And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

DORCAS BLACK, by her Attorney, Streter. 


Territory oF Froripa, St. John’s County: 


Personally appeared before me John Jones and Emanuel D. Mott, who, being duly sworn, depose and 
say that they are well acquainted with Mrs. Dorcas Black, and that she has been settled on the place 
where she now lives for five or six years, and that she has built a house and other buildings on said place, 
and cultivated said place; and has made a crop this year, and lives there now, and has ever since she first 
settled said place. ‘ 

1s 
EMANUEL x D. MOTT. 
mark. 


JOHN JONES. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 21st day of September, A. D. 1826. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, Justice of the Peace. 


DECREE, 


Dorcas Black vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the claimant did actually inhabit and cultivate the land above 
claimed between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report it to Congress under the donation act. 
May 16, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 


Dorcas Black vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


John Black, being sworn, and being asked at what time his mother, the claimant, was in possession 
of the tract of land, answered, about four years since. 

Question. How long was she on the land before the exchange of flags? 

Answer. Believes she was a few months. 

Question. What improvements did the claimant put on the land claimed ? 

Answer. She built some houses, and cleared and cultivated some land. 

Question. Does the claimant still reside on the land ? 

Answer. She does. 

Question. Has the claimant ever derived any written evidence of title from the British or Spanish 
governments ? 

Answer. She never has. 

Question. Is the claimant above,the age of twenty-one years ? 

Answer. She is. 


JOHN BLACK. 


David Scurry sworn: 
Question. What time did Mrs. Black go on the land now claimed by her ? 
Answer. It was before the change of flags. 


DAVID SCURRY. 
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James Hall sworn: 
States that the claimant went on the tract claimed by her previous to the exchange of flags, and 
made some improvements on the same. 
JAMES HALL. 


Before the board in session May 16, 1825. 


No. 2.—See Report No. 5. 
John R Hogans vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of John R. Hogans respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of six hundred and forty acres, situated on the north side of the river St. John’s, bounded 
east by lands of Hudnall, west by Hogans’ land, north by public lands, and south by the creek entering in 
the St. John’s river; which title your memorialist derives from possession before January 24, 1818. And 

our memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of the said land; that he is a citizen of 
the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
A. BELLAMY, Attorney. 


DECREE. 
John R. Hogans vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board finding by the evidence adduced that the claimant did actually inhabit and cultivate the 
above land between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report it to Congress under the donation 
act. August 30, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 


John R. Hogans vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


Zachariah Hogans sworn: 
Question. About what time did claimant settle the land below Jacksonville ? 
Answer. The latter part of the year 1820. 
Question. How long has he resided on the land? 
Answer. About three years. 
Question. Does he still claim the land ? 
Answer. Yes, if he has not sold it. 


Cross-examined. 


Question. Is it public land ? 

Answer. It was always considered so. 

Question. Is claimant above the age of twenty-one years ? 

Answer. He is. 

Question. Is he the head of a family ? 

Answer. He is. 

Question. Has he ever received any written evidence of title from either the British or Spanish 
governments ? 

Answer. He never has to my knowledge. , 


Z. HOGANS. 
Before the board in session May 16, 1825. 


No. 3.—See Reporr No. 5. 
Levi Sparkman vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Levi Sparkman, of full age, showeth: That your memorialist claims title to six hun- 
dred and forty acres of land in East Florida, lying on Little Trout creek, adjoining the road leading from 
Jacksonville to Camp Pinckney, and above the road; which said tract of land your memorialist claims 
title to by virtue of an actual settlement made thereon by himself, and habitation and cultivation of the 
same in the year 1819, and ever since by himself and family, or by his tenant, and by virtue of the act 
of Congress approved May 24, 1824, for the benefit of actual settlers in Florida. Your memorialist further 
shows that he has no claim for lands in Florida derived to him by any grant from the British or Spanish 


governments. He prays that it may be confirmed to him for the benefit of Arthur Birney. All of which_ 


is respectfully submitted. 
LEVI SPARKMAN. 


DECREE. 
Levi Sparkman vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
The board finding by the evidence adduced that the claimant did actually inhabit and cultivate the 


’ above land between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report the same to Congress under the 
donation act. August 30, 1825. 
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TESTIMONY. 
Levi Sparkman vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


Isaac Carter, sworn on the part of the claimant, states that Levi Sparkman settled a place very early 
in the spring of the year 1819 on Little Trout creck, joining the main road; thinks that he, the claimant 
settled on the land in the month of March or April of the same year; the claimant is the head of a family, 
and over the age of twenty-one years; that he had a cowpen on the land the next year, and had a black. 
smith’s shop on the same; claimant left the land last year in the possession of another person. 

ISAAC CARTER. 


Seymour Pickett, sworn, states that in the spring of 1820 he got a ploughshare sharpened at claim- 
ant’s blacksmith’s shop, and the improvements indicated that he had been settled there some time. 
SEYMOUR PICKETT. 
Before the board in session May 19, 1823. 


No. 4.—See Reporr No. 5. 
John D, Bludworth vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John D. Bludworth respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title toa 
tract of land consisting of a tract of land situated near the public road, at the head of Deadman’s swamp; 
which title your memorialist derives from an act of Congress passed May 26, 1824, for the relief and 
benefit of actual settlers. Your memorialist further states that he is in actual possession of said tract of 
land, and has been since 1820; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. BELLAMY, Attorney. 


DECREE. 
John D. Lludworth vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board finding by the evidence adduced that the claimant did actually inhabit and cultivate the 
above land between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report it to Congress under the donation 
act. May 18, 1825. 

TESTIMONY. 


John D. Bludworth vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


Question. Do you know the claimant ? 

Ansuer. I do. 

(Juestion. Do you know him to be the head of a family, and above the age of twenty-one years ? 

Answer. I do. 

Question. Do you know at what time he first occupied the land ? 

Answer About the fall of the year 1820. 

Question. Did he build houses and cultivate the land ? 

Answer. He did. 

Question. Do you know whether Mr. Bludworth claims title to any other tract of land in the Territory 

derived either from the British or Spanish governments ? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question. Where is the tract of land situated? 

Answer. At the head of Deadman’s swamp, near the road formerly called the King’s road. 
JOHN UPTEGROVE. 

Before the board in session May 18, 1825. 


No. 5.—See Report No. 5. 
Heirs of John Carter, deceased, vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
’ ? rt, 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The memorial of William, Caleb, and Elizabeth Carter, infants and orphans of John Carter, deceased, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists are the legitimate issue and sole heirs of John Carter, 
deceased; that they claim title to six hundred and forty acres of land lying on Trout creek, and the south 
side thereof, at a place called the Cold Hill, to include the improvements which were there made, and in 
the habitation and cultivation of their said deceased father at the time of his death; which said tract of 
land your memorialists claim by virtue of a settlement purchased thereon by their aforesaid deceased 
father, John Carter, or his agent, in the year 1809—possession whereof had been held from that time until 
his death, which happened in December, 1824—and by virtue of the act of Congress approved May 26, 
1824, for the benefit of actual settlers in the Territory of Florida. They further say their deceased 
ancestor, nor any of them, never had any claim to lands in Florida derived from any British or Spanish 
grant. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM CARTER, 
CALEB CARTER, 
ELIZH CARTER, 
Infants of Jno. Carter, deceased, 
By ISAAC CARTER, their neat friend. 
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DECREE, 


John Carter's heirs vs. The United States. 


The board finding by the evidence adduced that John Carter, deceased, did actually inhabit and 
cultivate the above land between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report it to Congress under 
the donation act. August 29, 1825. 


No. 6.—See Rerorr No. 5. 
Isaac Carter vs. The United States. For sia hundred dnd forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Isaac Carter respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to six 
hundred and forty acres of land at the place where he now resides, on Nine-mile creck, about half a mile 
from the road leading from Jacksonville to Camp Pinckney, and below the place where said road crosses 
said creek, to include said improvements whereon I reside, and to run down the creek twice the length of 
its breadth, beginning on William Monroe’s east line; which said tract of land your memorialist derives 
claim to by actual settlement made in the year 1803 by his father-in-law, whose possession was surrendered 
to him in the year 1819, which he has ever since maintained, and by virtue of an act of Congress 
approved May 26, 1824, for the benefit of actual settlers in the Territory of Florida, All of which is 


respectfully submitted. 
ISAAC CARTER. 


DECREE, 
Isaac Carter vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board finding by the evidence adduced that the claimant did actually inhabit and cultivate the - 
above land between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report it to Congress under the donation 
act. August 29, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 


Isaac Carter vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


John Sileock sworn: 


(Juestion. Are you the father-in-law of claimant? 

Answer. Tam. 

(Juestion. Do you know the place on which he resides on Nine-mile creck ? 

Answer. Yes; I first settled it. 

Question. Will you state the time you first settled it? 

Answer. About the year 1803. 

Question. Will you state the circumstances of giving possession of the same to Mr. Carter? 

Answer. I lived on and cultivated it for seven yeors, when I was obliged to abandon it on account of 
the troubles of this then province. I again moved « it, and lived thereon six or eight months, and was 
obliged to leave it again; after which I gave it to Mrs. Carter and her children. The claimant has been 
residing on the land ever since I gave it to his wife and children. 


Cross-examined. 


The claimant still resides on the land. Witness further states that, to the best of his knowledge, 


claimant does not hold any land derived either from the British or Spanish g governments. 
JOHN SILCOCK 


Seymour Pickett, sworn on the part of claimants, states that he first saw Mr. Silcock, the father-in-law 
of claimant, on the land, about the year 1804, and also in 1809. When witness moved on Nassau he saw 
him on the land. Witness first saw claimant on the land in the year 1820 or 1821, but is not certain. 
The land was cultivated by Mr. Silcock in the year 1819, when he built a house on the same and resided 


thereon. 
SEYMOUR PICKETT. 
Before the board in session May 19, 1825. 


[No. 7 was not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. | 
| No. 8.—See Report No. 5. 
John G. Brindley vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John G. Brindley respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
certain tract of land consisting of six hundred and forty acres, situated on the north side of Black creek. 
His house and improvements are known as the improvements and premises of the said John G Brindley, 
in the county of Duval, by virtue of an act of Congress of the United States passed and approved May 
' » 26, 1824, granting lands ‘to such persons as were in actual settlement and improvement of the same, 
commenced between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, when F — was ceded to the United States. 
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And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession and improvement of said tract of 
land, so situated as aforesaid, since the year 1819 until the date of this memorial, and has peaceably 
enjoyed, possessed, and improved the same. And your memorialist further showeth that he claims no 
tract of land in said Territory by virtue of any written evidence of title derived from either the British or 
Spanish governments. And your memorialist further showeth, agreeably to the statute in such case made 
and provided, that he is over the age of twenty-one years, and that he is a citizen of the United States, 
And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray, Xc. 

JOHN G. BRINDLEY, 
By his attorney, JOHN M. FONTAINE, 


Territory OF Froripa, St. John’s County: 

Personally appeared before me, Samuel Fairbanks, esq., one of the justices of the peace for said 
county, William Molphos, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that in the year 1818 or 1819 he 
helped to build a house on Little Black creek, and helped to plant some peas and corn, and knew John 
George Brindley to live on said place; and last year he was at Brindley’s house, and knew him to have 
a good crop of corn at the same place; and this deponent helped J. G. Brindley to dig ue potatoes last fall, 

1s J 


WILLIAM 4 MOLPHOS. 


mark. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 16th day of August, A. D. 1824. 

SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, Justice of the Peace. 
Territory oF Fiorina, St. John’s County: 

Personally appeared before me, Samuel Fairbank, esq., one of the justices of the peace for said 
county, Hannah Nobles, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that she is well acquainted with John 
George Brindley, and that he settled at a place at Little Black creek in January, 1820, with his family; 
and that he had a house and land cleared at said place. 

her 
HANNAH 4 NOBLES. 
mark. 


Sworn and subscribéed to this 18th day of August, 1824. 
SAMUEL FAIRBANKS, Justice of the Peace. 


DECREE, 


John G. Brindley vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 


The board finding by the evidence adduced that the claimant did actually inhabit and cultivate the 
above land between February 22, 1819, and July 17, 1821, do report his claim to Congress under the 
donation act. August 29, 1825. 


[ Nos. 9 to 13, inclusive, were not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


No. 1.—See Reporr No. 6. 
John Bachelot vs. The United States. For a small island of marsh. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of John Bachelot respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of a small island of marsh, situated near that of the Doctor; which title your memorialist 
derives from a concession made to him November 29, 1800, by Governor White, in virtue of the royal 
order of 1790, a certified copy of which concession is herewith presented. And your memorialist further 
showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands, and was so at the cession; that he is a citizen of 
the United States, and resident of St. Mary’s, in Georgia. He prays confirmation of title, &c. 

JOHN BACHELOT. 


CERTIFIED COPY. 


Don Juan de Pierra, lieutenant of the infantry regiment of Cuba and secretary of the government: 
I certify that, to a memorial presented by John Bachelot, soliciting a small marsh island, which is near 
that of the Doctor, for pasturage for his cattle, the following decree was this day made: “Let there be 
granted to this party the land which he solicits, without injury to a third person. 
“WHITE.” 


And that it may serve as a security to the interested, I give this in St. Augustine, Florida, November 
29, 1800. 
JUAN DE PIERRA. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a decree made by Governor White, 
in the Spanish language, on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LC. 
DECREE. 


John Bachelot vs. The United States. For a small island of marsh. 


The above being a valid Spanish grant, but undefined in quantity, the board do report it to Congress 
accordingly. September 29, 1826. 
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No. 2.--See Report No. 6. 
The heirs of Thomas Travers vs. The United States. For one thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of Thomas Travers, by one of them, William Travers, respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of one thousand acres, situated at a place 
called the Old Savannas, where Mr. Mann had a rice plantation, (see an accurate description of the said land 
and its marks and boundaries in the grant filed herewith;) which title your memorialists derive from a 
grant made to them by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order of 1790. The said grant or royal 
title is dated July 9, 1819, and is founded upon a transfer of concession made by the heirs of Isnardy, 
with consent of government, August 31, 1805, as will be seen by the accompanying documents. And 
your memorialists show that they are in actual possession of said lands; that they resided in Florida at 
the change of flags, and still do so. 

GEORGE MURRAY, for Memorialists. 


[Translation. ] 


SeXor Governor: Don Miguel Isnardy, an inhabitant and merchant of this city, with due respect, states 
to your excellency, as, by the annexed memorial and decree of your excellency’s predecessor, it is evident 
that he is in possession of the land cited in it until the royal command; and understanding that his Majesty 
has resolved to distribute lands to the inhabitants of this province, he prays your excellency to be pleased 
to grant him and ratify the said concession, from its being certain that your memorialist has been the due 
time in possession of it in proper form, a favor which he hopes to merit from the justice of your excel- 
lency. St. Augustine, January 3, 1791. 

MIGUEL ISNARDY. 


Sr. Aueustine, October 19, 1791. 


Let it be granted to this party in the place in which he is established until, at the survey of the lands, 
the quantity corresponding to his family be surveyed to him, without injury to a third person. 
QUESADA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


[Translation. ] 


SrXor GovERNOR AND CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Don Miguel Isnardy, an inhabitant of this city, with all due 
respect, states to your excellency that the officer commissioned for the survey of lands having arrived in 
the neighborhood of those he possesses on the North river, as he has proved by the preceding memorial 
which he presented, and by it asked that there should be surveyed for him one hundred acres in the said 
place; and, besides this, that he shall be. put in possession until the complete extension of his family, 
which is composed at present of twenty-one persons, including himself, in the place known as the Old 
Savannas, and its vicinity, where rice was planted by a former English inhabitant, Mr. Mann; he prays 
your excellency to be pleased to grant his petition, and command what is proper for the purpose, in order 
that they may be surveyed for him in the places already mentioned, a favor which he does not doubt to 


receive from among the many which your excellency distributes daily. Florida, April 26, 1793. 
MIGUEL ISNARDY. 


Sr. Aveustine, May 10, 1793. 


Let this be placed with the foregoing, and confirming by them the possession which the party has in 
the lands which Don Pedro Marrot refers to—this decree not opposing the former which he has from this 
government; and let him proceed to the survey of the hundred acres on the North creek, and the remainder, 
to complete what his family is entitled to, at the Old Savannas. 

QUESADA. 





I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


(Translation. } 


Be it known that I, Don Francisco Rovina, attorney and agent of the widow of Don Miguel de 
Isnardy, and charged by the said widow and the tribunal to adjust and liquidate the accounts which 
were pending by the death of said Isnardy, having examined the accounts pending between Dr. Don Thomas 
Travers and the deceased, it results in the property which I administer owing to the said Don Thomas the 
sum of four hundred dollars; in virtue of which, and the said doctor having proposed to me that he would 
take in payment of the balance in his favor a piece of land which the said Isnardy obtained and culti- 
vated, situated on the Little beaches of Santa Lucia, and having been informed by men who have a 
knowledge of the said land that it is well paid for at that sum, I have agreed, in the name of the said 
widow and the other heirs, to sell them; and by this document which, until the government permits a 
deed of sale to be made in form, shall serve as a title, I sell him the above-named piece of land for the precise 
‘sum of four hundred dollars—all accounts at both sides being settled and paid up to this date, without 
any claim remaining on either side. And I, Don Thomas Travers, acknowledge myself satisfied with the 
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settlement of accounts above mentioned, and receive in payment of the above balance in my favor the 
lands mentioned, and which I consider as delivered to me; and to confirm all, we sign this in St. Augus- 


tine, Florida, August 31, 1805. 
THOS. TRAVERS. 


FRANCISCO ROVINA, 
For Donna Juana de la Torre, and as her Altorney. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LC. 


[Here follows translation of a survey dated April 25, 1819, and a royal title dated July 9, 1819.] 


East Froripa, Sr. Aveustine, St. John’s County: 

This day personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace of the county 
aforesaid, Bartolome Leonardy, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he was well acquainted 
with Don Miguel de Isnardy, and recollects of his planting for many years up the North river, at a place 
called the Old Savannas, distant about fifteen miles north from St. Augustine, and adjoining to the north 
by the place now in the occupation of this deponent; that he has always understood that the land in 


question belonged to said Miguel Isnardy; that he never heard it disputed to the contrary. 
BARTOLOME LEONARDY. 


Sworn to before me July 20, 1824. 
BERNARDO SEGUI, J. P. 


DECREE. 
Heirs of Thomas Travers vs. The United States. , For one thousand acres. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, but the quantity of land 
being, in their opinion, undefined, they report the same accordingly for the consideration of Congress. 
September 27, 1825. 


No. 3.—See Report No. 6. 


Bartolome Mestre vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


Bartolome Mestre, jr., for his mother, Mariana Mestre, respectfully represents: That your memorialist 
claims title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on Thompson’s branch, on the 
opposite side of the Matanzas river from the Little bar, which has not been surveyed; that the same was 
granted to her husband, Bartolome Mestre, without specifying the number of acres, but according to the 
number of his family, which consisted of himself, his wife, and three children, and to take possession in 
one month; which conditions were performed. And your memorialist states that the said Bartolome 
Mestre afterwards abandoned his family, and left his children with the said Mariana, who has supported 
them for many years, and ever since the said Bartolome abandoned his wife and family; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to the said Bartolome Mestre by Governor White, in virtue of the 
royal order of 1790, June 28, 1796, as appears by the memorial and decree herewith presented. And 
your memorialist further showeth that the said Mariana Mestre is in legal possession of said lands, and 
was at the time of the cession, and has been ever since the grant; that she is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of Florida. St. Augustine, October 11, 1823. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 


[Translation. | 
To the Governor: 

Bartolome Mestre, an inhabitant of this city, with due respect, submits to your excellency that, finding 
himself obliged to attend to the daily support of his family, and not having the means to do it in this 
city without the greatest toil, by reason of his not meeting with a vacant place in which to employ 
himself; and as he has always lived desirous of complying with his duties, he desires to employ himself 
in some honest calling which, by its produce, may lead to this intent; and finding himself well acquainted 
with country labor, which he has exercised for some time, as his Majesty has deigned to grant to the 
inhabitants of this province lands in proportion to the family which each person may have, embracing 
this favor he has solicited a piece of land on which to settle himself—he met one in front of the Little bar, 
on the river Matanzas, named Thompson’s branch, which no person is in possession of. Wherefore, he 
supplicates your excellency to be pleased to grant him the said land until the survey and distribution of 
lands already commenced, which has been put a stop to by the declaration of the last war; he followed up 
a request which he promises himself from the goodness of your excellency. Florida, June 21, 1796. 

The memorialist not knowing how to write his name, I sign for him at his request. 

JOSE DE ZAVALIA. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, June 23, 1796. 


Let the commandant of engineers report if the land asked for, being settled, would embarrass the 
defence of this city and province. 
WHITE. 


REPORT. 


All the uncultivated land from the tower of Matanzas to the south would be very useful for the 
support of the province, the cultivation of it not being in any respect prejudicial to the defence of the city 
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or province; and as the land which the memorialist asked for is comprised in that part, there being no 
objection to your excellency’s granting it, it being on the main land, at a small distance; and opposite the 
Little bar there is a small island named the Rock, or Large bar, where the predecessor of your excellency 

ermitted the inhabitants to make lime, but ascertaining that his partner, Bike, raised some stone from 
the borders of the bar in order to sell it to individuals of the city, with manifest injury to the entrance of 
vessels by it, it being now capable of admitting small canoes, deponent was ordered by the government 
to quit that post, and not use the license granted to him. If the land which the party asks for is at the 
said Large bar, and if it be on the main land, there is no inconvenience in your excellency’s granting it, 
if it be your pleasure, for the purpose he pretends, which is all I can report to your excellency in compli- 
ance with your preceding decree. St. Augustine, Florida, June 27, 1796. 

PEDRO DIAZ BERRIO. 


CONCESSION, 


Sr. Aucustine, Florida, June 28, 1796. 


The land asked for not being that referred to in the foregoing report, let it be granted to the petitioner, 
without injury to a third person, and on the conditions allowed to other settlers or inhabitants. 
WHITE. 

Licentiate ABREU. 


Certificate is granted. 
PENGIL. 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S&S. B. L. C. 


Territory oF Frormwa, County of St. John’s: 


Francis Pelliser, jr., being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he was acquainted with Bartolome 
Mestre, of this county; that about twenty years ago, or something more or less, he settled a tract of land 
on the Matanzas river, west of the Matanzas fort, and is the same tract of land for which he obtained a 
grant from the Spanish government about that time. This deponent knows he was there making improve- 
ments for some time, but cannot say precisely how long; he had a wife and several children; his wife’s 
name is Mariana Mestre, and now resides in the city of St Augustine. The said Bartolome Mestre, some 
time after, left his said wife and family, and has never afforded them any support for many years, his wife 
having supported and raised the children. The said Bartolome went to Darien, and has there lived with 
a colored woman, by whom he has had children, as this deponent has been informed and believes. The 
tract of land above alluded to is said to contain about three hundred or three hundred and fifty acres. 

FRANCIS PELLISER, Jr 


Sworn before me April 26, 1825. 
W. H. ALLEN. 


DECREE. 
Bartolome Mestre vs. The United States. For three hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, but undefined in quantity, 
do therefore report it to Congress. June 14, 1825. 


No. 4.—See Report No. 6. 
Jehu Underwood vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Jehu Underwood, a citizen of the United States, residing in the county of Camden, 
in Georgia, showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land situated in the county of Duval, 
on a creck called Black creek, containing six hundred acres, lying in the following form, to wit: the first 
line running east twenty chains; second, south eighty-six chains; and the third, west twenty chains, 
bounded, as your memorialist believes, on all sides by vacant lands; which said tract of land your 
memorialist claims as follows: first, under a concession made to him on May 20, 1805, granting him the 
privilege of building a mill thereon, and cutting timber, which said concession is hereunto annexed, 
marked A; that, in virtue of said concession, shortly thereafter the said Jehu Underwood went into 
possession of said tract of land, namely, the same year, and built a saw-mill on said Black creek, and 
continued in the possession of the same until 1812, when the said mill was burnt down by the Indians, and 
he was driven off by them; that as soon as with safety he could, which was some years after, he went on 
to said tract of land again, and recommenced another saw-mill, which he shortly thereafter completed, in 
consideration of which, on February 20, 1821, he obtained a royal title to six hundred acres of land as 
above described, which said tract of land he was in actual possession of on the day East and West Florida 
were transferred to the United States. Your memorialist refers, as evidence of such royal title, as per 
exhibit marked B, which he hereby introduces, not as direct evidence of the deraignment of the title, but 
as collateral evidence, to establish the fact of the quantity of land he was in possession of by virtue of 
the concession marked exhibit A, at the time of the transfer of this Territory to the United States. All 
which is humbly submitted to your consideration. August 27, 1823. 

BELTON A. COPP. 


A.—[Translation. ] 


To the governor: 


Don Jehu Underwood, inhabitant of this province, to your excellency respectfully showeth: That 
in April, 1804, he swore allegiance to his Catholic Majesty; that in December last he began to culti- 
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vate a tract of land, which he has hired on the river St. John’s, with fourteen negroes and six white 
laborers, where has the pleasing prospect of an abundant crop of provisions; that his intention was, from 
the moment of his arrival in this province, to ask of the government, for the purpose of cultivating them, 
but has neglected doing so until the present moment; that the government could not doubt his intention 
of establishing himself in this province; that, lastly, being convinced of the abundance of timber therein, 
he has determined to erect two saw-mills on the banks of the river St. Mary’s, on two creeks, the one 
called Dunn’s creek the other Deep run; the first is situated three miles west from Pigeon creek, apper- 
taining to Don Thomas Travers, bounded on the north by the river St. Mary’s, and on all other sides by 
vacant lands; the last mentioned is situated about ten miles from the first; its front is bounded by the 
river St. Mary’s; on all other sides by vacant lands; the intention of your memorialist being that of erect- 
ing the said two saw-mills immediately, with a part of his said laborers, and thirty new negroes, for whom 
he has written, and expects them very soon. He therefore prays your excellency will be pleased to grant 
him your superior permission for that purpose, conceding him the land sufficient, that the said two saw- 
mills may have sufficient quantity of pine timber for their use in their respective neighborhoods. St. 


Augustine, Florida, May 20, 1805. 
JEHU UNDERWOOD. 


Sr. Aveustine, Jay 20, 1805. 


Agreeably to his request, without injury to a third person, give him the corresponding license 
from the secretary’s office. 
WHITE. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


[Translation.] 


In the city of St. Augustine, Florida, May 16, 1818, before his excellency, Don José Coppinger, colonel 
of the royal armies, political and militay governor of this city and its province, appeared Don George 
Fleming, captain of militia, with the rank of provincial in this city, and planter, native of Ireland, of the 
married state, from whom his excellency, in virtue of the information moved for by Don Jehu Underwood, 
received the oath which he made, according to law, under the obligation of which he promised to tell the 
truth to the best of his knowledge, in what should be asked him; and, having been questioned as to the 
tenor of the memorial, said that he knows positively that Don Jehu Underwood built the water saw-mill 
to which he refers in his representation, in virtue of the permission granted by this government, in which 
he invested, according to the opinion of the deponent, about eight or ten thousand dollars, which water 
saw-mill remained working until the year 1812, when the insurrection of this province took place; at which 
time the deponent knew, by persons worthy of credit, that the said Underwood was ruined, because of fire 
having been set to the said water saw-mill, and he lost what he had there; that all that he has set forth is 
amply public, and well known, as also that Underwood was one of the faithful subjects at the time of the 
said insurrection; so that, to avoid following the course of the malcontent inhabitants of the province, he 
absented himself from it for the United States, after having been harassed by the said insurgents; and 
that, further to confirm the deponent that the said saw-mill was in operation at the period referred to, he 
obtained from it quantities of lumber, which he bought for his own use; further, he does not know that, 
at the present day, what Underwood says is right, because he has not been at that place since said 
rebellion, and he answers that all is truth, by virtue of his oath; that he is of the age of sixty years; 
that the exceptions of the law, which he was made acquainted with, do not affect him. And having been 


also apprized of the contents of this, his declaration, he signed it with his excellency; which I attest. 
[A signet. ] JORGE FLEMING. 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


On the same day, month, and year, Don Jehu Underwood, for the information which he is 
giving, presented as a witness Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, jr., native, resident, and planter in 
this city, from whom his excellency, before me, the notary, received on oath, which he made according to 
law, under tke obligation of which he promised to tell the truth, to the best of his knowledge, in what 
should be asked him; and, examining the tenor of the foregoing memorial, said that it is very certain, 
public, and notorious, that Don Jehu Underwood built a water saw-mill on the place pointed out in his 
representation, where the deponent was with the schooner Palafox, in the year 1810, to load her with 
lumber, which he effected, carrying it to the Havana; that said mill was in full operation, and very 
effective; since, for its establishment, the said Underwood expended about ten thousand dollars, which 
accounts the deponent had in his hands, as they came through those of his father, Don Fernando, is in 
said Havana; but that, in the year 1812, said mill was destroyed by the fire which the Indians put to it— 
the said Underwood having been ruined, having lost what he had there, being, as he was, a faithful 
inhabitant, who did not meddle in said insurrection; that he does not know if said water saw-mill has 
been actually re-established, because he has not been since at that place; and answers that all is the truth, 
by virtue of his oath; that he is thirty years of age; not affected by the exceptions of the law; and he signed 
this, with his excellency; which I attest. 


[A signet] FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO, Jr. 
Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


_ On the same day appeared before his excellency Eleazer Stafford, an inhabitant of this province, and 
laborer in it, native of South Carolina, of the married state, from whom his excellency, before me, the 
notary, received the oath, which he made in form of law, promising to teli the truth, to the best of his 
knowledge, in what should be asked him; and being so, in the same manner with the former, he said that, 
since the year 1805, when he was established in this province, he saw that Don Jehu Underwood built a 
water saw-mill on Black creek, which he put in good order in every respect, and had it working until 1812, 
when the insurrection of this province took place, at which time said water saw-mill was destroyed and 
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purned by the Indians, by which Underwood suffered losses which left him unable to rebuild said mill, which 
he has now returned to re-establish, although not with all perfection; but as the deponent lives near 
the said establishment, he has seen that it has been sawing for these six months; and that, according to 
the declaration of the deponent, he has sawed since last spring about 100,000 feet of lumber, being at 

resent fit to continue if the waters permit; and answers that all is the truth, by virtue of this oath; that 
he is of the age of forty-five years, and that the exceptions of the law, which were axplained to him, do 
not affect him. And, being informed of what is contained in this declaration, he said that it was faith- 
fully written; and signed it, with his excellency; which I attest. 


[A signet. } 


Before me— 


ELEAZER STAFFORD. 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 





B. 


[Here follows the translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated February 17, 1821, 
for six hundred acres of land.] 


DECREE. 
Jehu Underwood vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 


The board find the above to be a valid Spanish concession, the conditions of which have been com- 
plied with; but as the quantity of land is undefined by it, and the royal title confirming and ascertaining the 
quantity is dated after January 24, 1818, they report to Congress for decision. September 27, 1825. 


No. 5.—See Report No. 6. 
Francis P. Sanchez vs. The United States. For six hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Francis P. Sanchez respectfully showeth: That he claims title in and to a tract or 
parcel of land consisting of six hundred acres, situated and being in East Florida aforesaid; that the said 
tract of six hundred acres is part of a grant of two thousand acres originally made to one Roque Leonardy, 
now deceased, by three several concessions, one of which was made on December 24, 1792, and one on 
April 11, 1798, by Governor Quesada, the governor of East Florida, and the other on January 3, 1799, by 
Governor White, the governor of East Florida; which several concessions were made under and in virtue 
of a royal order of the King of Spain, bearing date October 29, 1790—all which will fully appear by @ ref- 
erence to a certified copy of the said concession now here submitted and filed, and marked exhibit A; 
that the said Roque Leonardy, upon the obtaining said concession, took immediate and actual possession of 
the lands, and improved and cultivated them, and remained in the actual possession and occupancy of them 
till his death, which took place about the year 1803, and that his heirs are now in the actual occupancy of 
this part of the said lands now sold to your memorialist; that the said lands were surveyed very soon after 
their concession by the surveyor general of the province of East Florida, Pedro Marrot, but this plat having 
been lost, application was made by the heirs of the said Leonardy for a resurvey of them, which was 
ordered April 5, 1819, as will appear by a reference to a certified copy of the application and order for the 
said resurvey herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit B; that the said concession of two thousand 
acres were located by the said Roque Leonardy in two distinct tracts—one of which consisted of one 
thousand four hundred, and the other of six hundred, the latter of which is that claimed by your 
memorialist, as appears by the certified copies of the plat thereof now submitted and filed, and marked 
exhibits C and B; that the said tract of six hundred acres is situated on the North river, about sixteen 
miles from the city of St. Augustine, between the road to San Vincent Ferrer and lands of John Andrew, 
and has the following lines and dimensions, that is to say: the first line begins at a pine marked +, and 
runs north 77° east, 60 chains,to another pine, marked +; the second line runs north 13° west, 100 chains, 
to another pine marked +; the third line runs south 77° west, 60 chains, to another pine marked with a 
+; the fourth runs south 13° east, 100 chains, to the place of beginning. The said land was, at the time of the | 
survey thereof, bounded on the south by lands of the heirs of Thomas Travers, on the north by vacant lands, on 
the west by the road to San Vincent Ferrer, as will more distinctly appear by the plat thereof contained in 
exhibit D. Your memorialist further shows that, May, 25, 1821, a grant in absolute property of the aforesaid 
tract of six hundred acres of land was made by Don José Coppinger, the governor of East Florida, to the 
heirs of the said Roque Leonardy, as will appear by a certain certified copy thereof now herewith submit- 
ted and filed, and marked exhibit E; and that Bartolome Leonardy, Juan Leonardy, and Maria Ugarti, the 
heirs of the aforesaid Roque Leonardy, afterwards, that is to say, March 20, 1822, for a valuable con- 
sideration paid to them by your memorialist, conveyed to your memorialist in fee simple absolute the 
said tract or parcel of six hundred acres of land, and its appurtenances, as will appear by griginal con- 
veyance thereof to your memorialist, now herewith submitted and filed, and marked exhibit F. And your 
memorialist further avers and shows that the said Roque Leonardy was, at the time the said six hundred 
acres of Jand were conceded to him as aforesaid, and at his death, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, 
and a subject to the King of Spain; and that his heirs were, at the time of their father’s death, also settlers 
of East Florida, and subjects of the King of Spain, and were settlers of East Florida at the time they 
conveyed the said land to your memorialist; that your memorialist was, at the time of the cession of this 
Territory to the United States, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida, and has so continued ever since. 
Wherefore, he prays confirmation of his title to the said six hundred acres of land and its appurtenances, &c. 

FRANCIS P. SANCHEZ, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 
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[Translation. ] 
MEMORIAL. 


SeXor Governor: Don Roque Leonardy, an inhabitant of this city, with due respect, states to your 
excellency that about fifteen miles to the north of this city there is a piece of land belonging to the King, 
which in former times was planted by-a certain Mr. Menn, and at present, for want of a person to possess 
it, is uncultivated. Wherefore, he prays the goodness of your excellency to be pleased to grant him 
the said land, by which he will receive a singular favor, which he hopes from the well-known justice of 


your excellency. 
ROQUE LEONARDY. 


Sr. Aveustine, December 24, 1792. 


As he requires, without injury to a third person, let this party be permitted to establish himself 
where he solicits until the commissioners appointed for the general survey of lands shall assign him those 
which correspond to his family. 

QUESADA. 


MEMORIAL. 


SrXor Governor anp Commanper-IN-CuteF: Don Roque Leonardy, resident of this city and inhabitant of 
the province, with all respect, states to your excellency that his only business being that of a laborer, by 
which he has to maintain his large family, and for this same reason your excellency having done him the 
favor to grant him the plantation called Mr. Menn’s, agreeably to the distribution of lands to the other 
inhabitants, and having resulted to be in possession of another individual by a former decree and disposi- 
tion of the superior government. Wherefore, he prays your excellency to be pleased to grant him three 
hundred acres of land, the boundary of which, to the north, is where the cutting of wood for the King 
takes place, without injuring in any manner said place for cutting wood, the land being open and worked 
for a few years, and in the whole there is scarcely wood of any consideration; furthermore, those which 
your excellency should think proper to grant him four miles more to the north of that place at the Rice 
plantation, so called, as your memorialist has family and slaves enough for the cultivation of said lands, 
and the three hundred acres which he has set forth not being sufficient, which is a favor he hopes for from 


the justice of your excellency. ROQUE LEONARDY 
4 4 INS i & 


Sr. Aveustine, April 11, 1793. 


If the lands which this party solicits be not destined for the King’s woods, nor previously to any 
other inhabitant of the province, the captain, Don Pedro Marrot, commissioned for the general distribution 
of them, shall assign those which correspond to him in the places which he points out. 

QUESADA. 


MEMORIAL. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 3, 1799. 


SeNor Governor anp Commanper-In-CuiEF: Don Roque Leonardy, inhabitant of this city, with due 
respect, states to your excellency that when the lands were surveyed there remained a piece near his 
plantation, and to the south of it, which bounds that of Don Teresa Gill; this said piece of public land 
consists of a scrub, very thick, and full of palmettos, although there is a small part a little cleared; but, 
although that which corresponds to him of the uncleared is but small, he receives much injury from the 
vicinity of it to the house of your memorialist. He humbly prays your excellency to be pleased to give 
him a piece of land, good and bad, that, by this means, he may lessen the increased damages which he 
receives in clearing and cultivating it, a favor which he hopes to receive from the equitable charity 


of your excellency. ROQUE LEONARDY 
ANG } . 


Sr. Aucustine, January 3, 1799. 
Let the commandant of engineers report. 


Sr. Aveustine, January 3, 1799. 
SeXor Governor: The lands on which the petitioner has his plantation correspond to those of North 
creek, and he sees no objection that the lands which he solicits shall be increased in his possession and 
placed in cultivation, it being not only useful to shun the damages which the thickness of the woods 
occasions him, but also advantageous to the improvement of the agriculture of the province, which is all 
he has to inform your excellency of in compliance with the foregoing decree. 
PEDRO DIAZ BERRIO. 


DECREE. 
Sr. Aveustine, January 3, 1799. 


. 
Let there be granted to this party, without injury to a third person, the lands he solicits until, 
agreeably to the persons he may have for its cultivation, the corresponding quantity be assigned him. 
WHITE. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 


[Translation. ] 


The legitimate heirs of Don Roque Leonardy and Don Aguida Coll, now deceased, with due vencra- 
tion, represent to your excellency, through the medium of Don José M. Urgarte, as husband of Donna Maria 
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Leonardy, one of them, and the only one present, that there belonging to them by concessions, which the 
annexed documents prove, as also long possession and constant cultivation for more than twenty-six years, 
the following lands, to wit: beginning by a line which should run east and west from that of their bound- 
ing neighbors; on the south, the heirs of Francisco Aman; on the creek named the King’s landing, distant 
twelve miles to the north of this place; on the margin of the West river, until it terminates to the north, 
with the lands and appurtenances of the old plantation named Mesta Man, as all must run under the same 
lines, and amongst them the said possession of Menn, three hundred acres marked out from the said 
boundary of Aman to the land also granted January 3, 1799; also what is called the Rice plantation, 
distant sixteen miles, on the said North river, from this place, also to the west, which, with their appur- 
tenances, as well one as the other, have been formerly surveyed and laid off, except the scrub under the 
commission of Captain Don Pedro Marrot at that time placed in the general plan of surveys of this 
rovince, the place of deposit of which is unknown, and is wanting to the injury of the memorialists. 
Wherefore, they pray your excellency to have the goodness to permit that the private surveyor, Don 
Andres Bergevin, may pass to said lands to make new surveys of them under the regulations established 
in such cases; and that being effected, the corresponding documents be delivered to them to proceed to 
prove the other circumstances which consolidate the right of property which they ought to enjoy from 
having complied with the conditions imposed by the regulations of this government on this matter, they 
being ready to pay in full the expenses due. St. Augustine, Florida, April 3, 1819. 
JOSE MARIA UGARTE. 


DECREE, 


Sr. Aveustine, April 5, 1819. 
Let it be granted as asked for, agreeably to the forms of law, and with notice to the bounding 


neighbors. 
COPPINGER. 


Sr. AUGUSTINE. 


On the same day, month and year the foregoing decree was made known to Don José Maria Ugarte; 


which I attest. 
ENTRALGO. 


On the same day Don Andres Burgevin was notified of the appointment made of him as surveyor, 
and, on being informed of it, said that he accepted of it, and promised under oath, in due form, well and _ 
faithfully to discharge the duties intrusted to him according to the best of his knowledge and understand- 
ing, and signed it; which I certify. 

ANDRES BERGEVIN. 


Before me— JUAN DE ENTRALGO, ée. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


(Translation. ] 

Don Andres Burgevin, as surveyor appointed by government by decree made on the 5th instant in 
favor of the interested: I certify that I have measured and laid off for the heirs of Don Roque Leonardy 
and Don Aguida Coll a piece of land which contains six hundred acres, situated on the western bank of 
the North river, twelve miles from this city, beginning on the southern boundary with the north line of 
the heirs of Don Francis Aman, ending to the north with the first salt creek to the east of said river, and 
to the west with vacant pine land, and being in its other circumstances conformable to the following plat, 
to confirm which I give these presents; which I sign in St. Augustine, April 28, 1819. 

ANDRES BURGEVIN. 
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I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B.D. C. 


- [Here follows a deed of conveyance from the heirs of Roque Leonardy to claimant, dated March 21, 
22. | 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant, in support of his title, exhibited in evidence three concessions of different dates made 
to Roque Leonardy, deceased; the last of which, by Governor White, is dated January 3, 1799, the quantity 
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of land conceded not specified nor defined in the second concessions. The board not being authorized to 
decide finally on claims when the amount claimed is undefined, they order that all the documents filed in 
this case be forwarded to Congress for their determination. April 14. 


No. 6.—See Report No. 6. 
Gabriel W. Perpall vs. The United States. For six hundred and forty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of G. W. Perpall showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of land consist- 
ing of a mile square, (640 acres,) situated on the river St. Sebastian, about one mile in a southwest 
direction from this city; bounded on the east by the river Matanzas and St. Sebastian; on the south by a 
little creek called Jula; on the north by another creek called Gonzalez; and on the west by the pine 
barren; which title your memorialist derives from a judicial sale by Governor Quesada to Thomas Travers 
and by him sold to George Taylor, who, by his attorney, F. M. Arredondo, sold to your memorialist. And 
your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is a citizen 
of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. November 10, 1823. 

G. W. PERPALL. : 


[Translation. ] 
JUDICIAL SALE. 


Don Juan Nepomuceno de Quesada, colonel of the royal armies, governor, and commander-in-chief of 
this city and province of St. Augustine, Florida, for his Majesty, says that an official letter was transmitted 
to me from the accountant’s office of the royal of this said city, dated 9th October of the year 
last past, 1790, showing me that, by the decease of Don Jesse Fish, of the English nation, under which 
Protestant religion he died, there remained_a piece of cultivated land called the Grove, and that a son of 
the said deceased had retired to the dominions of his Britannic Majesty, and that the laws of these 
kingdoms forbid that foreigners should hold real property unless they are established in our dominions, 
soliciting said minister that thus the said landed property, as well as whatever others are found in this 
province and belong to said Fish, their rents and arrears, should belong to his Majesty, requesting me, at 
the same time, to take the necessary measures for the investigation of this business. In virtue of which, 
by a judicial decree of the same month and year, I ordered that, being included in one of the resolutions 
which the said official letter from the accountant’s office points out in law 34th, book 2d, and chapter 32 
of the recopilatos (abridgment) of these kingdoms, to give completion to the said estate, testimony is to 
be taken by the notary of the testamentary disposition of Fish, or any other under which he may have 
died, informing his executors or other persons; certifying also, and warning the tenants previously to any- 
thing else, that they have to account to the royal administration for the rents; that it ought to be made 
known that, unless lawful creditors appear, the King, our sovereign, is to enter subsequently into posses- 
sion of the whole. In attention to which the said notary, having a copy of the will annexed, certified 
that the property of which he had notice, what the said Fish left, besides what the said will contained, 
consisted of copies of deeds which he produced; in which stage the executors, Don Thomas Travers and 
Don John Leslie, presented themselves, setting forth the just reasons which hindered them from soliciting 
a writing of inventory, and referring to the property in the said notice which the notary presented—they 
asked for a postscript, ‘‘that many of the goods were of these that were purchased (servando servare 
non passunt) and others, as the houses which were every day losing their value for the want of repairs, 
so that their total ruin was to be dreaded in a little time, to the injury of the creditors or his Majesty. I 
did order, having previously, according to law, received information of it, that all should be valued and 
sold regularly; that the proceeds might be placed or deposited in the royal coffers until the issue; and, 
by a decree of the 6th of November of said year ago, I ordered that the master carpenter and masons 
should proceed to a valuation of the houses which were pointed out; also explaining, by a sworn return, 
what they think as to the necessity for selling them, and that, along with what the accountant’s office had to 
say, whose duty it is to interfere in said business, there shall be a decree. In attention to which the 
valuation and survey of the houses and lots was proceeded to, the said master’s swearing in due form 
that, in the state in which they found this property, it was threatened with entire ruin; that the sale of 
it would be favorable, since, if not, they would be exposed to the loss of their value, which, being 
seep by the accountant’s office of the royal domain, it was their opinion that the said sale should 
be proceeded to, and by a decree of the 15th December of the said year I ordered that the sale should 
be proceeded to; for which purpose handbills were posted up at the public places for the lawful 
time, and the day of the sale being made known, it was carried into effect at the gates of this 
government house in legal form; and various bids, offers, and outbids being made for said goods, 
the hour appointed for its conclusion having arrived, the said auction was concluded of the houses 
and lots referred to, by various individuals. In consequence of which, by a decree of January 3, 1791, 
I ordered that what is contained in the proceedings at auction, being prepared, let each person deposit, 
respectively, the sums which correspond to him, and in its virtue they shall prove the production of 
the said sums, as appears from the letters of payment which they produced, made by the royal treasury 
of this place, with the intervention of the accountant’s office of the royal domain, and my approval 
thereof. By my decree of the 17th of February of the said year, 1791, I commanded that there should be 
delivered to each purchaser a competent deed of property, and concluded with the corresponding note in 
the proceeding that may be brought, said deeds being executed as well for the houses and lots referred to, 
as also the negroes belonging to said estate, which were also auctioned with due solemnity to several 
individuals, depositing also its proceeds in the royal coffers. I commanded, by a decree of the 2d April 
of the said year, there shall be given to’each interested the copy which he requires, he paying the proper 
cost, and at the same time the cost of the judicial decrees, and its amount be paid out of the proceeds of 
the auctions deposited in the royal coffers, and, when done, let it be brought forward, that what is neces- 
sary may be decreed in this stage; and various creditors of the said deceased having come forward 
claiming his credits, and as the tribunal has been informed that there are several others having presented 
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what Don Thomas Travers and Don Juan Leslie in their representation in the 8 volio of the said proceed- 
ings, and having in every respect to act according to law, I have commanded that the proceeds of the 
whole sale being presented, as it was in the royal coffers until another thing is determined on testimony 
of the accounts of the debts which are pointed out in said 8 volio, and, in every case, that Don Manuel 
Fernandez Bendicho be presented, who was named as defender of said estate, that, having previously 
accepted and taken the oath, he shall explain what is necessary of the state and nature of the cause, 
calling together the present creditors by handbills; and, as respects the absent in the city of Havana and 
the Island of Cuba, a despatch shall be forwarded to the captain general, to the end that he may order 
edicts to be posted up that, by themselves or their attorneys, they appear within the term of six months 
to allege their debts, and in the meanwhile everything shall remain suspended, with the exception of 
whatever the said defender may move, who renounced the charge, for which purpose he presented a 
representation, setting forth in it that he did not consider himself to possess the necessary information for 
this delicate affair; that he found it necessary to give his attention to various business now pending of 
the rents of the post office which he administered, on views of which I have admitted the said renuncia- 
tion, and in consequence name in his place Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, to whom, having 
previously notified said appointment, and taken his oath, the above-mentioned judicial decrees shall be 
handed over: all being concluded, and the new defender having accepted of and sworn to his charge, he 
came forward representing and saying in his petition of the 2d July of the same year of 1791, that, having 
examined attentively the steps taken in the said decree, and in as far as they have proceeded all appears 
to have been very regular, and that he agreed to the whole; but, as many individuals who have to appear 
at said meeting may delay some time in coming or presenting their powers, he judged that, until they 
appeared, it would be proper not to cause them any delay afterwards, and to prevent every contingency 
of damage of the property which remains, that it be valued in due form, and auctioned as the former, 
passing the proceeds to the deposit before provided, setting forth at the same time, in addition, that, inas- 
much as the place named the Grove belonged to the deceased, although it does not appear in the deed of 
title with which he enjoyed it, being certain that he had an immemorial possession, I should be favored 
by having it ordered that the trees and buildings shouid be valued, and that they should go to auction 
with the rest, determining on what may be most correct as to the land. To all which I have acceded by 
my decree of the said month and year, commanding that all should be done as required and in proper 
form, which proceeding has been delayed some time by the great business of the notary, and sometimes 
by sickness, which prevailed at that time. The said defender represented again, stating that, from the 
well-known injury sustained by the property of the deceased, Fish, from want of a master who would 
take care of it as his own, he prayed that I would order that, without loss of time, the valuation should 
be made, and the sale provided for; explaining by an addition, for the better understanding, that inas- 
much as by the deed of property of the possession of the said Don Juan Eliju de la Puenta had not sold 
them under any survey, only marking the limits with creek, salt marshes, roads, and other marks, which 
are yet in being; in virtue of which he asked that two measurers or surveyors should be hired, and it 
would be sufficient to name only two skilful persons, who, informed of the places more or less advanta- 
geous, and instructed of what lands produce in this country, should value said possession, accompanied 
by the individuals who may find it convenient to choose, that, in the place of a notary, supposing there 
was not one, if said valuation should be presented—it being well understood that the lots which were 
within the city were to be measured and valued without fail, in the regular form, for which he asked for 
the judicial and final decrees by my decree of the 16th January of the present year—I commanded, among 
other things, that, it resulting that the valuation and sale referred to had not had effect, it should be pro- 
ceeded to in presence of the said defender of Don Vicente Maria and Fran. Rovira, for want of a notary, 
and Don Manuel Solana and Don Roque Leonardy, who were named as skilful men; that the boundaries 
being regulated according to what is certain from the deeds of sale of the land, they may proceed to its 
valuation, having first performed the customary forms, and may successively make the sale of the whole 
at public outcry in favor of the best bidder, for which purpose the corresponding commission shall be 
expedited, with an insertion of the lands which ought to be valued, with the boundaries assigned, that 
orders may be complied with; which being done, it being added to the judicial decrees on the business to 
confirm them; and as respects what relates to the lot, it may be done as the said defender proposes; in 
consequence of which, the said commission was delivered, and the said valuation made as was ordered. 
I commanded him to show it to the office of royal accountant general, to say if there was anything to be 
said relative to the royal interests; and in order that, in the accustomed manner, the survey and valuation 
of the lots should be proceeded to with its knowledge, which, notwithstanding, resulted without this circum- 
stance, and, in consequence, to the sale of all, naming as master carpenter John Purcell, and mason Joaquin 
Sanchez, who, in compliance with orders, and by virtue of the concurrence of the said royal account- 
tant general’s office communicated in the opinion of the 11th February, they proceeded to the sale at auc- 
ion, which was done in-form of law, and various bids, offers, and out-bids having been offered, the hour 
appointed for its conclusion having taken place, there remained auctioned in favor of Don Thomas Travers 
the savannas of St. Sebastian, which are situated at the distance from this city, to the southwest, of more 
than a quarter of a league on the west side of the river of this name of St. Sebastian; and the said savannas, 
from a creek which leaves said river and turns to the west, which is called Gonzalez Mendez, runs to the 
south more than a quarter of a league on the banks of the salt marshes this way, which runs towards the 
bar at Matanzas until it bounds with other salt marshes which divide the savanna of Brioso, which is the 
last of St. Sebastian, with another which is called de Jula. The breadth of said savannas is, from east 
to west, more than a quarter of a league; the boundaries of which are: on the north of the said creek of 
Gonzalez Mendez; on the west by a pine barren and a gravelly place, from which proceeds a branch which 
runs to the south; on the south, the said salt marsh of Jula; and on the east, said river St. Sebastian and 
its salt marshes, and that which communicates, as is already set forth, with the bar of Matanzas; which 
sale was verified in favor of said Don Thomss Travers for the sum of fifty dollars, there being no person 
who would give more, and I have approved it in favor of the aforesaid; and by my decree of the 22d 
of March, I have ordered that it should be notified to those contained in the proceedings of sale, that 
within three days they should each produce into the accountant general’s office the sum which respectively 
corresponds to them, that it might be deposited in the royal coffers, placing a note to that effect on the 
judicial decrees, and, that being done, I would give a provisional judgment; after which, and having 
continued in various other proceedings relating to the said property, some of it being already sold, that 
they have not had a bidder for the former; and having already decreed, provisionally, on various memo- 
rials of some creditors to the said property, Don Felipe de Aguirre, one of the purchasers, presented 
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himself, praying me to order what may be convenient, in order that a deed or document of property should 
be delivered to him, which would accredit what had been performed relative to the land referred to, called 
the Five Miles, and as he had satisfied the amount and presented the receipt for payment, which prove it, to 
the notary; in attention to which, by my decree of the 28th July, that it being certain that the said 
amount was satisfied, the corresponding deed should be formed, which was solicited, and the same to 
other persons in a similar case. In virtue of which, and there being no person to represent the rights of 
the said Fish, with the exception of the said defender, given officially, with whose concurrence said gale 
was carried into effect, and that the said Thomas Travers may have a legitimate title to the said property 
or land sold to him at auction, and my orders the due effect, I declare by these presents, in the name of 
his Majesty, (whem God preserve,) and of his royal justice, which I administer, that I sell, and give in 
absolute sale forever, to the said Don Thomas Travers, for himself and his heirs, the said lands of the 
savannas of Sebastian, free of all tribute or mortgage, at the price of the said fifty dollars, which he 
gave in silver, paid and deposited in the royal treasury of this city, for which there was given a receipt of 
payment, and, it being necessary, let it be given anew, with the renunciation of the laws which may be 
necessary; and from hence and for the future I take from him, the said Jesse Fish, the power, and sepa- 
rate him from the right which he, his heirs, or other persons, may have to the possession, property 
seigniory, title, power, appeal, and any other right which appertained or belonged to said savannas; since 
I cede, renounce, and transfer it all to the said purchaser and his representatives, that, as their own, they 
may possess, sell, and alienate the said savannas at their will, in virtue of this deed, which I deliver in 
their favor, by which they can take and acquire the possession when it best suits them; and for its better 
validity and firmness, I interpose my authority and judicial decree, as I can and of right ought to 
contribute thereby to the good administration of justice; and I deliver these presents in this city of St. 
Augustine, Florida, November 22, 1792, there being witnesses, Don Manuel Rengil, Don Thomas Aguilar, 
and Sylvester Miranda, inhabitants present, and his excellency signed it, and whom I, the undersigned 
notary, know, and hold as such governor and commander-in-chief of this said city and its province, he as 
such exercising the administration of the royal justice in it. All of which I attest. 
QUESADA. 


Before me— / 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


I, William Reynolds, keeper of the public archives, do hereby certify that, on August 29, 1803, 
Thomas Travers sold and conveyed to George Taylor a tract of land, situated on St. Sebastian river, 
containing an undefined number of acres, being the same which he bought at government sale March 21, 
1792, all which appears on record in my office. In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand and seal 
of office, at the city of St. Augustine, this Tth day of September, 1824. 

[L. 8.] WILL. REYNOLDS, Keeper of the Public Archives. 


[ Cranslation. ] 
GENERAL POWER. 


Be it known that I, George Taylor, a new settler of this province, received under the protection of his 
Catholic Majesty, declare that I give all my full, ample, and sufficient power, as may be required in law 
and necessary, to Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, of this place, that, in my name, and representing 
my proper person, rights, and actions generally, he may have, demand, receive, and recover, judicially 
or extra-judicially, of all and every person, of whatever state, quality, and conditions they may be, all the 
sums of money, gold, silver, jewels, slaves, merchandise, goods, property, and effects, of whatever kind 
or quality they may be, which may be owing to me, and may be due to me henceforward, in virtue of 
public or simple instruments, and without them, all the debts, persons, cause or reason of proceeding, 
quality, quantity, time, form, or other circumstances necessary in law, are not declared, because, under 
the generality of this clause, I have comprised whatever particularity may arise; and that he may demand 
and take accounts of my debts, and give them to the persons who may owe me, and make charges, and 
allow their acquittances, with the approval or contradiction of the terms, until the conclusion or liquidation 
of the balances which he may receive and recover agreeably to the same; and, in case of doubts or differ- 
ences arising which cannot be conveniently adjusted, he may refer them to judges in arbitration, friendly 
referees, and umpires, that in arbitrating, adjusting, and compounding, they may decide and determine 
them, obliging myself to stand and abide by their decision. That he may be able to administer all and 
every my goods, real and personal, movable and immovable, sell some and buy others, rent and mort- 
gage them, for the prices and terms which he may adjust and agree to, delivering the deeds, receipts, and 
letters of payment necessary, which I approve and ratify, as if | myself were present at the delivery; and 
that he may defend me in all my lawsuits, causes, and business, civil and criminal, ordinary and executive, 
moved and to be moved, with all persons whatsoever, demanding and defending, presenting petitions, 
deeds, witness, testimonials, certificates, proofs, bonds, accounts, balances, and other instruments, see 
presented, sworn to, and consented to those on the contrary side, make objections and find defects, 
guarantee depositions and persons, hear judicial decrees and sentences, interlocutory and definitive, consent 
to what is favorable, and appeal from what is adverse, and petition when he can and ought lawfully to do 
so, follow the course of law or desist from it, refuse judges, lawyers, notary, and other law officers, proving 
the causes of his refusals, or withdrawing himself from them as may best suit, and finally proceed, act, 
and do whatever may be in my favor, so that, for want of my power, clause, requisites, or precise circum- 
stance, he may fail to act, since, in every respect, I give him full power, without limitation, with free, open, 
and general administration, incidences, and dependencies, power to prepare causes for judgment, to swear, 
omit, and substitute, make substitutes, and name others with substitution in form; and for the fulfilment 
of what he shall perform, I bind myself, with my property, present and future power, and submission to 
the tribunals of his Majesty, that they may compel me to its performance, as by sentence consented to and 
passed in authority of an adjudged case; on which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges, 
in my favor, and the general in form which prohibits it. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city 
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of St. Augustine, Florida, February 18, 1804. I, the notary, attest that I know the grantor who signed 
this, being witness, Don Francisco Rovira, Don Juan de Entralgo, and Don Bernardo José Segui, inhabi- 


tants present. 
GEORGE TAYLOR. 


Before me— ' 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. ZL. C. 


[Translation. ] 
CONVEYANCE. 


Be it known that I, Don Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, merchant of this city, general attorney of 
Don George Taylor, who is absent, and which power he has conferred on me before the present notary, 
February 15, 1804, which power has not been revoked, and is sufficient for what shall be said: I declare 
that I really sell to Don Gabriel G. Perpall, also of this place, certain savannas belonging to my principal, 
known by the name of St. Sebastian, and which are situated to the southwest of this city, at the distance 
of a quarter of a league, on the west side of the river of St. Sebastian, which, from a creek which it forms 
and turns to the west, called Gonzalo Mendez, runs to the south more than a quarter of a league on the 
bank of salt marshes on this course to the bar of Matanzas, which divide the savanna of Briesto, which is 
the last of St. Sebastian, with another called Juta, having a breadth east and west a little more than a 
quarter of a league, whose boundaries are on the north of said creek of Gonzalo Mendez, on the west the 
ine barren and a gravel bank, from which arises a creek, turning to the south on this side the said salt 
marsh of Juta, and on the east the said river St. Sebastian and its salt marshes, and of that which commu- 
nicates, as said before, with the bar of Matanzas, which said savanna my principal had and bought from 
Don Thomas Travers, deceased, by deed, which he made in these archives August 29, 1803; and I make 
him the said sale, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which belong and 
appertain to the said savannas, and free of all encumbrance, as I, the said notary, certify, from the results 
of the book of mortgages in my charge, which I have searched for the purpose, at the price of six hundred 
and fifty dollars, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, which sum I acknowledge as delivered to my 
will; on which I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to money not counted, fraud, and everything 
else in the case; for which I separate my said principal from the right of property, possession, use, 
seigniory, and other rights, real and personal, which he had or held to the said savannas of St. Sebastian; 
that I cede, renounce, and transfer them to the purchaser, and his representation, that, as his own, he may 
possess, sell, and alienate them at his will, in virtue of this writing, which I deliver in his favor as a 
token of real delivery, by which it is seen that he has acquired the possession, without occasion for further 
proof, from which I release him, and oblige myself to the eviction and guarantee of this sale in due form, 
and as may best suit, in favor of the purchaser, with my property, present and future power, and submission 
to the tribunal of his Majesty, that they may force me to compliance, as by sentence consented to and 
passed in authority of a thing adjudged, on which I renounce all laws, customs, rights, and privileges in 
my favor, and everything in form which prohibits it. And I, the said Don Gabriel W. Perpall, being 
present, accept in my favor this writing, and by it receive as purchased the said savannas of St. Sebastian, 
at the price and agreement on which they were sold to me, and I acknowledge them as delivered to my 
will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything else 
in the case; for which I deliver a receipt in form. In testimony of which, this is dated in the city of St. 
Augustine, March 18,1809. I, the notary, attest that I know the parties who signed this, being witnessed 

by Don Juan de Entralgo, Don Bernardino Sanchez, and Don Bernardo José Segui, inhabitants present. 

FERNANDO DE LA MAZA ARREDONDO. 
GABRIEL G. PERPALL. 


Before me— i 
JOSE DE ZUBIZARETTA, Government Notary. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 
on file in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F. J. FATIO, 8S. B. ZL. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case exhibited a judicial or government sale of the land by Governor Quesada to 
Thomas Travers, which sale we ascertain was made in conformity to the laws and usages of the late 
Spanish Government, and dated November 22, 1792. An abstract from the office of the public archives 
was also exhibited, by which it appears that Travers sold and conveyed the land to George Taylor, by his 
attorney, Fernando de la Maza Arredondo, who sold and conveyed the same to the claimant. The board 
having ascertained from the exhibits offered that the quantity of land claimed is undefined, they order 
that this case be reported to Congress for their determination. April 14. 


No. 7.—See Report No. 6. 
Robert Gilbert vs. The United States. For one hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Robert Gilbert respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of one hundred acres of land, situated on the Matanzas river, and has not been surveyed, 
the original documents of which are in the office of the archives, as is supposed, and a certificate of which 
from the government secretary is herewith presented, dated March 1, 1798; which title your memorialist 
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derives from a grant made to him by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790; and your memo- 
rialist further showeth that he is not in actual possession of said lands, they not having been set off to him 
by the government, but were granted to him on account of grievances which he had suffered by the govern- 
ment; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Florida. 

JOHN B. STRONG, Attorney for Claimant. 








Sr. Aveustine, November 24, 1823. 
[Translation. ] 


Don Juan de Pierra, sub-lieutenant of the fourth company of the third battalion of the infantry regiment 
of Cuba, and secretary of this government, and commanding general: I certify that a memorial presented 
by Robert Gilbert the 27th of last month, soliciting, in virtue of the definitive sentence in the decrees 
against various inhabitants for the crime of rebellion, lands which are vacant in the place named Mosse, 
this day the following decree was made: “This party having made it appear that the lands which he 
solicits are not in Mosse, but in Matanzas, this error originating from the mistake of the writer, let those 
he solicits be granted him, without prejudice to a third person, until, according to the persons he may have 
for its cultivation, the corresponding quantity is assigned. This writing having to be passed to the 
military assessor in order that it may be united to the proceedings instituted against the petitioner for 
the crime of rebellion, and that it may serve for the interested, I give these presents at St. Augustine, 


Florida, March 1, 1798. . 
“JUAN DE PIERRA.” 


I certify that the foregoing is a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 


DECREE OF THE BOARD. 


The claimant exhibited to the board a certified copy of concession for the land by Governor White to 
him, dated March 1, 1798; quantity undefined. The board not being authorized to decide finally on claims 
of this nature, they therefore order that the documents accompanying the memorial be forwarded to 
Congress for their determination. December 1. 


No 1.—See Reporr No. 7. 
William Travers vs. The United States. For four hundred and twenty acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Travers, son of Thomas Travers, late of St. Augustine, deceased, for himself 
and the other heirs of the said Thomas Travers, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title 
to a tract of land containing four hundred and twenty acres, situated about two or two and a half miles 
west of St. Augustine, and bounded as follows: beginning at a pine marked with a cross; running thence 
north 63° east, 70 chains 71 links, to a pine marked with a Roman number XII; thence south 27° east, 52 
chains, to a pine marked with a cross; thence south 74° west, 24 chains, to a pine with III; thence north 
34° west, 12 chains, to a pine with III; thence north 63° west, to a pine with a cross; thence north 27° 
west, to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives from a sale made to Joseph Peavitt, May 
18, 1779, by Henry Skinner, of the said land; and your memorialist further showeth that the said Peavitt 
cultivated the said lands, and had possession of them up to the time of his death, when they came legally 
into possession of Maria Evans, wife of the said Peavitt, who, by her last will and , devised them to 
your memorialist’s father, Thomas Travers. Your memorialist further shows that he is in actual possession 
of said land, and that he is an American citizen, and a resident of St. Augustine. 


WILLIAM TRAVERS. 





[Here follows a mutilated instrument of writing, purporting to be a lease from Henry Skinner to 
Joseph Peavitt for one year, dated May 17, 1775; also a mutilated release in fee, dated May 18, 1779, and 
also an order of survey directed to Benjamin Lord by Governor Pat. Tonyn, dated March 10, 1783.] 

[Here follows the translation of the certificate and plat of survey, by A. Burgevin, of the 428 acres, 
dated December 20, 1819.] 


East Froria, St. John’s County: ' 


This day personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Gabriel Triay, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has resided in and about St. 
Augustine near fifty-five years; that he knew Joseph Peavitt as early as 1779, and remained acquainted 
with him up to the time of his death; that Peavitt remained here after the cession of the country by Great 
Britain to Spain in 1784, and became a Spanish subject; that he, this deponent, was employed by Peavitt, 
whilst the British had possession of the country, to build houses, &c., upon a plantation belonging to the 
said Peavitt, at a place about two miles west from St. Augustine, at a place called Peavitt swamp; that 
Peavitt retained possession of the said lands up to the time of his death, which took place some time after 
the Spaniards came into the country; that he never heard the right of Peavitt’s heirs to this property 
questioned. The improvements made upon this plantation were burnt by the Indians, and the plantation 
broken up many years ago. A man by the name of Penman had a plantation about a mile and a half to 
the northward of the place described by this deponent. Deponent knows that Joseph Peavitt had negroes 
upon Penman’s place for several years, and cultivated that place at the same time that he planted the 
plantation in Peavitt’s swamp. Deponent does not know how much land Peavitt owned in the swamp, 
but always thought the whole belonged to him. Deponent knew Maria Evans, the wife of Peavitt, well; 
after the death of Peavitt she married a man by the name of Hudson, who died here some time since— 
some time before the death of Maria Evans. Peavitt had no children, and, after his death, his wife had 
possession of all his property to the time of her death. The house built by Peavitt was from thirty to 
thirty-five feet long, and sixteen or seventeen broad; he had about twenty-eight negroes, workers, and all 
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necessary houses for them, and had about forty or fifty acres cleared and in cultivation for them, besides 
a considerable quantity of pine land. 


his 
GABRIEL + TRIAY. 


mark, 


Sworn to before me July 19, 1824. 
BERNARDO SEGUI, J. P. 


East Froria, St. John’s County : 


This day personally appeared before the subscriber, one of the justices of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Nicholas Estefanopoly, who, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he has resided in St. 
Augustine for many years; that he was acquainted with Joseph Peavitt before and after the cession of 
this country by Great Britain to Spain, and knew of the said Joseph Peavitt becoming a Spanish subject; 
that he, this deponent, was employed by Peavitt at sundry jobs at said Peavitt’s plantation, situated 
about two miles west from St. Augustine, and at a place called Swamp—this whilst under the 
government of Great Britain; but that he knows Peavitt remained cultivating the said land up to the 
time of his death, and that he has not a doubt his widow continued in possession for many years after, 
and planted the same; that he never heard the right of Peavitt’s heirs to this land questioned. Deponent 
knew Maria Evans, the wife of Peavitt; after the death of Peavitt she married a man by the name of 
Hudson, who died here some time before the death of Maria Evans. 


his 
NICHOLAS + ESTEFANOPOLY. 


mark. 





Sworn to before me July 21, A. D. 1824. 
BERNARDO SEGUI, v7. P. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


In this case we ascertain that the land was originally granted to one Skinner by the British govern- 
ment; that he conveyed it by deed to Joseph Peavitt; that Peavitt, after the cession of this country to 
Spain, continued to occupy and cultivate it; that he became a Spanish subject, and died without issue; 
that his wife continued to occupy, and cultivated the same until her death; that in her last will and testa- 
ment she bequeathed the land to Thomas Travers, deceased. We confirm the title to claimant. April 15. 


[Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5 were not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. | 
No. 6.—See Report No. 1. 
Charles W. and Geo. J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. Claim for three hundred acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Charles W. and George J. F. Clarke respectfully showeth: That your memorialists 
claim title to a tract of land consisting of three hundred acres, situated on the Matanzas river, at a place 
called Worcester; the first line beginning at a stake, and running west, forty-seven chains, to a pine; 
second line, south, fifty-five chains, to a blank corner; the third, east, sixty-seven chains, to a pine; fourth 
line formed and bounded by the marshes of Matanzas river; which title your memorialists derive from a 
British title made to Thomas Clarke, their father, by Governor Grant, as will appear by an original grant 
accompanying this petition. The original instrument showing the Spanish recognition of this title has 
been already presented to your honorable board by George J. F. Clarke in another petition. And your 
memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of said lands; that they are natives and 


residents of Florida. Your petitioners will, as in duty bound, forever pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 
For CHARLES AND GEORGE CLARKE. 


[Here follows a grant of the British governor, James Grant, to Thomas Clarke, dated April 2, 1770.] 
[Here follows a recognition of the above grant by the Spanish government, dated November 15, 1787. ] 


Charles,W. and George J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. Claim for three hundred acres of land. 


_ The board having ascertained that the above is a valid British grant, and that it has been duly recog- 
nized by the Spanish authorities, and that the claimants are the legitimate heirs of the grantee, do confirm 
it to them accordingly. 


No. 7.—See Report No. 7. 
James and George Clarke vs. The United States. Claim for five hundred acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of James and George J. F. Clarke respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim 
title to a tract of land consisting of five hundred acres, situated on the west of Matanzas river; first 
line, south sixty-six degrees west, eighty-two chains, from a pine to a pine; second line, north twenty-four 
degrees west, sixty-one chains, to a stake; third, south sixty-six degrees west, eighty-two chains, to a 
stake; fourth, twenty-four degrees east, sixty-one chains, to the pine of beginning; which title your 
memorialists derive from a British title made to Honoria Clarke, their mother, by Governor Tonyn, as per 
original grant herewith presented; the recognition thereof will be found in a Spanish original instrument 
already presented by George J. F. Clarke in another memorial. Three hundred and fifty of these five 
hundred are the property of said James Clarke, of the Spanish army in Europe, and the remaining one 
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hundred and fifty are that of your petitioner present. And your memorialists further show that they 
are in actual possession of said lands, Both your petitioners are natives of East Florida, and the present 


a resident. Your petitioners will, as in duty bound, pray, &c. 
GEO. J. F. CLARKE, 


For JAMES AND GEORGE CLARKE. 
[Here follows a grant of the British governor, Patrick Tonyn, to Mrs. Honoria Clarke, dated September 


29, 1780.] 
[Here follows a recognition of the above grant by the Spanish government, dated November 15, 1787.] 


DECREE. 
James and G. J. F. Clarke vs. The United States. For five hundred acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that the above is a valid British grant, and that it has been duly recog- 
nized by the Spanish authorities, and that the claimants are the legitimate heirs of the grantee, do confirm 
it to them accordingly. October 10, 1825. 


[No. 8 was not returned by the commissioners to the General Land Office. } 
No. 1.—See Report No. 8. 


Farquhar Bethune vs. The United States, For a lot in Fernandina. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Farquhar Bethune respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a lot 
in the town of Fernandina, designated on the plan of said town by the number seven of the ninth square, 
measuring in front seventeen varas, and in depth thirty-four, bounded on the north by White street, on 
the east by another lot belonging to your memorialist, on the south by Joseph Gantt’s lot, and on the 
west by Joseph Hernandez’s lot; which title your memorialist derives from a grant in fee simple made to 
George Atkinson by Governor Kindelan, August 16, 1814. Your memorialist further showeth that he is 
in possession of said lot, and was so at the time of the cession. That he is an inhabitant of Florida, and 
a resident of Amelia island, having purchased said lot from George Atkinson September 1, 1814. The bill 
of sale, marked A, is annexed, as also the grant marked B. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 

[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Kindelan to George Atkinson for the lot of 
land, dated August 16, 1814.] 

[Here follows the translation of a sale from Atkinson to claimant, dated September 1, 1814.] 


DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title to claimant. April 25. 


No. 2.—See Report No. 8. 
Farquhar Bethune vs. The United States. For a lot of land in Fernandina. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 

The memorial of Farquhar Bethune respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a lot 
of land in the town of Fernandina, number five of the ninth square, bounded on the east by Daniel Hurl- 
bert’s lot, on the south by Josiah Grey’s, on the west by your memorialist’s lot number seven, on the 
north by White street, and contains in front seventeen varas, and in depth thirty-four; which title your 
memorialist derives from a grant made to Andrew Atkinson October 2, 1811, by Governor Estrada, from 
whom your memorialist purchased it September 1, 1814. Your memorialist further showeth that the said 
lot was improved in compliance with the conditions imposed by the order of May 10, 1811, by the first 
occupant and by your memorialist; that he has been in possession of said lot since the year 1814, and is 
so now; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and resident of Amelia island. All of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows the translation of a grant by Governor Estrada of the lot of land to Andrew Atkinson, 
dated May 2, 1811.] 
[Here follows the translation of a sale of the lot from Atkinson to claimant, dated September 1, 1814.] 


DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title to claimant. April 21. 


No. 3.—See Report No. 8. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by George Gibbs, attorney in fact, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a lot of land consisting of seventeen varas in front and thirty-four varas 
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in depth, situated in the town of Fernandina, Amelia island, bounded on the north by the marsh of Egan’s 
creek, on the south by a lot of Johu McClure, on the east by the street Pasco de las Damas, on the west 
py a lot of Philip R. Yonge; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to your 
memorialist by Governor Estrada July 7, 1815, marked A, herewith submitted. And your memorialist 
further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lot; that he is now a citizen of the United States 
and resident of the Territory of Florida. 
ZEPHANIAH KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows the translation of the royal title made by Governor Estrada for a lot, dated July 
1, 1815.] 


DECREE. 


The board ascertain this to be a valid Spanish grant made previous to January 24, 1818, and confirm 
the title to claimant. April 26. 


No. 4.—See Reporr No. 8. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For a lot. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by George Gibbs, attorney in fact, respectfully showeth: That 
our memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of about one hundred and seventy feet north 
and south, situated in the town of Fernandina, about ninety-three feet from east to west, which is equal 
to about fourteen hundred and seventy square yards, bounded on the north by a creek called Egan’s creek, 
on the east by vacant marsh, on the south by other lands belonging to your memorialist, and on the west 
by the canal belonging to Hibberson and Yonge, being from north to south forty-seven varas, and from 
east to west thirty-four varas; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to your 
memorialist by Governor Coppinger, per memorialist’s decree dated July 8, 1815, marked A, herewith 
enclosed, and reference to the documents in the office of the archives of the Territory will more fully 
appear. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lands; that he is 
now a citizen of the United States and resident of the Territory of Florida. 

ZEPHANIAH KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated March 27, 1817.] 
DECREE. 
Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. For a marsh lot in the town of Fernandina. 


The board ascertained this to be a valid grant made to memorialist previous to January 24, 1818, 


and therefore confirm the same to claimant. April 29, 1825. 
* 


No. 5.—Scee Report No. 8. 
Farquhar Bethune vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Farquhar Bethune respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a lot 
of land in the town of Fernandina, designated in the plan of said town by number nine of the ninth square, 
containing in front seventeen varas, and in depth thirty-four, bounded on the north by White street, on 
the east by another lot of your memorialist, on the south by Damian Rainey’s lot, and on the west by 
Joseph Bergallos; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Francis Entralgo January 
31, 1811, by Governor White. Entralgo dying without heirs, said lot became his mother’s, Catalina 
Hijuelos, according to Spanish laws, who sold said lot to Francis Marin, by his attorney, John Entralgo, 
from which Marin your memorialist purchased said lot. At the time of issuing this grant there was no 
regularly laid out town, but, May 10, 1811, orders were had for forming a regular plan, and decree passed 
that those who should build and improve on said new plan should be entitled to a grant in fee simple, 
which was not previously the case. Your. memorialist further showeth that the said lot has been duly 
improved by the first occupants and by himself; that he is now in possession of said lot, and was so at the 
time of the cession; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and a resident of Amelia island. All of which is 


respectfully submitted, &c. 
FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows translation of a concession made by Governor White January 31, 1811, to Francis de 
Entralgo. } 

{Here follows translation of a conveyance from Catalina Hijuelos, legal heiress of Francisco de 
Entralgo, to Francisco Marin, dated December 28, 1816.] 

{Here follows translation of a conveyance from Francisco Marin, by his attorney, Pedro Pons, dated 
September 12, 1818.] 





































































oe Sepeeigcetoest, 


os. Se ephegee ne ame hn 








PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 503. 








DECREE. 
Farquhar Bethune vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession, and the deraignment to 
claimant being regular, the same is confirmed accordingly. April 29, 1825. 


No. 6.—See Report No. 8. 
George Fleming’s heirs vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the heirs of George Fleming, deceased, by Sophia Fleming, widow and relict of said 
decedent, respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of one lot 
situated in the town of Fernandina, designated as lot number seven; which title your memorialist derives 
from a concession made to George Fleming May 2, 1811, by Governor Estrada, which is herewith 
exhibited, marked B. And your memorialists show they are in actual possession of said lot, and were 
so by themselves ancestor before the cession of this Territory to the United States by Spain, as well as that 
dime, and ever since; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of East Florida. They pray 
confirmation of title, &c. All of which is submitted, &c. 

SOPHIA FLEMING, 
For herself and the heirs of George Fleming. 


[Here follows the translation of a decree of concession by Governor Estrada, dated May 2, 1811.] 


DECREE. 


George Fleming’s heirs vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession to George Fleming, de- 
ceased, do confirm it to his heirs accordingly. April 29, 1825. 


No. 7.—See Report No. 8. 
William Hobkirk vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of William Hobkirk respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract 
of land consisting of a town lot, situated in the town of Fernandina, numbered square eighteen, and lots 
three and four in the plan of said town, measuring seventeen varas front and thirty-four varas in depth; 
which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to memorialist by Governor Coppinger, a 
copy of which said royal title is herewith filed, dated January 138, 1816, marked A; and your memorialist 
further showeth that he is legally seized and possession of said lands; that he is a citizen of the 
United States and resident of East Florida, and was so at the time and before the cession of this 
province. He prays confirmation of title, &c. 

WILLIAM HOBKIRK. 





[Here follows translation of a royal title from Governor Coppinger, dated January 13, 1816.] 


DECREE. 


William Hobkirk vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


This being a valid Spanish title, made previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. 
May 30, 1818. 


No. 8.—See Report No. 8. 
George Atkinson vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of George Atkinson, by George Gibbs, attorney in fact, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a lot consisting of seventeen yards in front, and thirty-four in depth, 
situated in the town of Fernandina, bounded on the north by San Fernando street, on the east by the lot 
of the black woman Flora, on the south by the lot of Henry Quible, and on the west by the lot of Anna 
Wiggins; which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to your memorialist by Governor Cop- 
pinger, May 7, 1817, as will more fully appear by reference to the said grant, herewith exhibited, of the 
above date, marked P. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in legal possession of said lot; 
that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Darien, Georgia. 

GEORGE ATKINSON, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated May 7, 1817.] 
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DECREE. 
George Atkinson vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


This being a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. 
June 6, 1825. 


No. 9.—See Report No. 8. 
John Middleton vs. The United States. For a lot. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of John Middleton, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a lot in the town of Fernandina, known in the plan of said town by the number 
six of the first square, containing in front seventeen varas, and in depth thirty-four, bounded on the north 
by Mrs. Jane Sibbald’s lot, on the east by William Hall’s, on the south by Constitution square, and on the 
west by Joseph Arredondo’s lot; which title your memorialist claims from a grant in fee simple made to 
James Cashen by Governor Kindelan on the thirtieth March, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
and by said Cashen conveyed to Middleton and Sibley by the deed bearing date November 20, 1817; and 
your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of said lot, and was so at the time of the 
cession; that he is a citizen of the United States and resident of Fernandina. The title above referred 
to, marked A, and the deed, marked B, accompanies this memorial. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN MIDDLETON, 
By his attorney, FARQ. BETHUNE. 


{Here follows translation of a royal title, dated March 30, 1814, made by Governor Kindelan to 


James Cashen. | 
[Here follows a conveyance from James Cashen and Susannah, his wife, to John Middleton and John 


Sibley, dated November 20, 1817. ] 


DECREE. 
John Middleton vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant made to James Cashen, and by 
him conveyed to John Middleton and John Sibley, the same is confirmed to them accordingly. May 12, 
1825. 


No. 10.—See Report No. 8. 


George Atkinson vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of George Atkinson, by his attorney, George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of a lot of land in Fernandina, situated in Amelia 
island, containing seventeen yards in front, and thirty-four yards in depth, bounded on the north by a lot 
belonging to memorialist, on the east by a lot of Joseph Alvarez, on the south by a lot of George Clarke, 
and on the west by Constitution square; which title your memorialist derives from a royal title made to 
him by Governor Kindelan August 16, 1814, as will more fully appear by reference to the grant herewith 
exhibited, of the above date, as marked below. And your memorialist further showeth that he is legally 
in possession of said lands or lot called No. 11, per exhibit G A, No. 11; that he is a citizen of the United 
States and resident of Darien, Georgia. 


GEORGE ATKINSON, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 
[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Kindelan, dated August 16, 1814.] 


DECREE. 


George Atkinson vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title to claimant, do confirm the same 
accordingly. July 8, 1825. 


No. 11.—See Reporr No. 8. 
George Atkinson vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


MEMORIAL. 


- 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of George Atkinson, by George Gibbs, his attorney in fact, showeth: That your memo- 
rialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of seventeen yards in front and thirty-four in depth, 
situated in the town of Fernandina, bounded north by the lot of José M. Arguelles; east by the lot of 
Felicia, a free woman of color; on the south by White street; and on the west by the lot of Charles Clarke; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger May 7, 1817, as 
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will more fully appear by reference to the said grant herewith submitted, of the above date, marked R. 
And your memorialist further showeth that he is in legal possession of said lot; that he is a citizen of the 


United States and resident of Darien, Georgia. 
GEORGE ATKINSON, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


(Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated May 1, 1817.] 
DECREE. 
George Atkinson vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly, 
July 8, 1825. 


No. 12.—See Report No. 8. 
Lindsay Todd’s executors vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of the executors of Lindsay Todd, by George Gibbs, attorney in fact, showeth: That 
your memorialists claim title to a tract of lot consisting of seventeen yards in front and thirty-four yards 
in depth, situated in the town:of Fernandina, bounded on the north by the lots of Diana Domingo, on the 
east by Commandant street, on the south by White street, and on the west by the lot of Maria Clark; 
which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of 
, June 7, 1814, as will more fully appear by a reference to the grant herewith submitted, of the 
above date, marked W. And your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of said 
lot; that they are citizens of the United States and residents of Darien, Georgia. 

GEORGE ATKINSON, on 
DAVID KIDD, . 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 








[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Kindelan, dated June 7, 1814.] 


DECREE. 
Executors of Lindsay Todd vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title made to Lindsay Todd, deceased, 
do confirm the same to his executors. July 8, 1825. 


No. 13.—See Report No. 8. 
Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Henry Yonge respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land or lot consisting of seventeen yards in depth and the same number in breadth, situated in the town 
of Fernandina, bounded on the north by the street of St. Fernando, on the east by another lot belonging 
to Henry Yonge, on the south by another lot belonging to John Forbes, and on the west by Marine street; 
which title your memorialist derives from a grant made to Henry Yonge by Governor Kindelan, who sold 
the same to your memorialist; which grant is dated January 31, 1814, as will more fully appear by refer- 
ence to the said grant and transfer herewith exhibited, of the above date, marked X. And your memo- 
rialist further shows that he is in actual possession of said lot; that he was a subject of Spain and resident 
of the United States. 

HENRY YONGE, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Kindelan, dated January 31, 1814.] 


DECREE. 


Henry Yonge vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title to claimant, do confirm it to 
him accordingly. June 11, 1825. 


No. 14.—See Report No. 8. 


Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For a lot in the town of Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Hibberson & Yonge, by their attorney, George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of a lot of land situated in the town of 
Fernandina, Amelia island; which said lot extends two hundred feet northeast from their storehouse, 
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thence to the southwest; which title your memorialists derive from a license made to them to build a 
wharf by Governor Estrada, December 4, 1811, as per exhibit U, as by reference to the said grant, here- 
with submitted, will more fully appear. And your memorialists further show that they are legally in 
possession of said lands; that they were subjects of Spain and residents of the United States. 
HIBBERSON & YONGE, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows translation of a concession by Governor Estrada, dated December 4, 1811.] 
DECREE. 
EMibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish concession do confirm the same 
accordingly. July 11, 1826. 


No. 15.—See Reporr No. 8. 
Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For four and a quarter acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Hibberson & Yonge, by George Gibbs, attorney in fact, showeth: That your memo- 
rialists claim title to a tract of land consisting of one and three-quarters acre of high land and two and 
a half acres of marsh, situated in the town of Fernandina, on the north by Egan’s creek, on the east 
by Amelia street, lots of different individuals, and marshes of the said creek, on the south by San Fer- 
nando street, and west by the lots of James Cavedo and James Cashen, Estrada street and swamp; which 
title your memorialists derive from a grant made to them by Governor Coppinger, in virtue of ’ 
February 1, 1816, as will more fully appear by reference to the said grant herewith submitted, of the 
above date, marked Z. And your memorialists further show that they are in legal possession of said 
lands; that they are subjects of Spain and residents of the United States. 

HIBBERSON & YONGE, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 








[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated February 1, 1816.] 


DECREE. 


Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For four and a quarter acres of land. 


This being a valid Spanish title made previous to January 24, 1818, it is therefore confirmed. July 
1], 1825. 


No. 16.—See Report No. 8. 
Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For thirty-four yards of marsh land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition of Hibberson & Yonge respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a 
lot of land consisting of thirty-four yards of marsh land, situated in the town of Fernandina, on the north 
by a marsh granted to D. la M. Arredundo, on the east by Marius tract, on the south by vacant marsh, 
and on the west by the river; which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to them by Gov- 
ernor Coppinger February 1, 1816, as will more fully appear by reference to the grant herewith exhibited, 
of the above date, marked Y. And your memorialists further show that they are in actual possession of 
said lot; that they were subjects of Spain and residents of the United States. 


HIBBERSON & YONGE, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Aétorney, ée. 
[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated February 1, 1816.) 


DECREE, 


Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For thirty-four yards of marsh land. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish titlé, do confirm the same accordingly, 
July 11, 1825. 


No. 17.—See Reporr No. 8. 
Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For a lot. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The petition: of Hibberson & Yonge, by George Gibbs, attorney, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialists claim title to a tract of lot consisting of thirty-four yards of marsh land, situated in the town 
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of Fernandina, on the north by vacant marsh, on the east by Marius tract, on the south by Sommeruelog 
street, and on the west by the river; which title your memorialists derive from a grant made to them by 
Governor Coppinger, in virtue of the royal order, February 1, 1816, as will more fully appear by refer. 
ence to the said grant herewith exhibited, of the above date, marked H. And your memorialists further 
show that they are in actual possession of the said lot; that they were subjects of Spain and residents 


of the United States. 
HIBBERSON & YONGE, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Attorney in fact. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated February 1, 1816.] 
DECREE. 


Hibberson & Yonge vs. The United States. For a lot in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly, 
July 11, 1825. 
No. 18.—See Reporr No. 8. 


Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. Fora lot in the town of Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Domingo Fernandez respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a 
lot of land in the town of Fernandina, designated in the plan of said town by the number four, of square 
twenty-three, measuring in front seventeen varas, in depth thirty-four varas, bounded on the north by 
John Moore’s lot, on the east by William Garvin’s lot, on the south by White street, and on the west by 
your memorialist’s lot; which title your memorialist derived from a grant in fee simple made to him by 
Governor Coppinger April 10, 1817. Your memorialist further showeth that he is now in possession 
of said lot, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and a resident of 
Amelia island. All of which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 
By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title made by Governor Coppinger, dated April 10, 1817.] 
DECREE. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For a lot in the town of Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 9, 1825. 


No. 19.—See Report No. 8. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For four half lots in Fernandina. 


MEMORIAL, 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to four half lots in the town of Fernandina, known in the plan of said town by 
the numbers five, six, seven, and eight, of square number twenty-three, and containing in front seventy- 
eight varas, in depth seventeen varas, bounded on the north by St. Fernando street, on the east by John 
Moore’s and John Lofton’s lots, on the south by White street, and on the west by New street; which title 
your memorialist derives from a grant made to him by Governor Coppinger April 10, 1817; which grant 
is hereunto annexed, marked A. Your memorialist further showeth that he is an inhabitant of Florida 
and a resident of Amelia island. All which is respectfully submitted, &c. 

DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 
By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows translation of a royal title by Governor Coppinger, dated April 10, 1817. | 


DECREE. 


Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For four half lots in Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish title, do confirm the same accordingly. 
August 9, 1825. 


No. 20.—See Reporr No. 8. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For a lot in the town of Fernandina. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Domingo Fernandez, by his attorney, Farquhar Bethune, respectfully showeth: That 
your memorialist claims title to a lot in the town of Fernandina, designated in the plan of said town by 
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the number two, of square number eighteen, containing in front seventeen varas, and the same in depth, 
pounded on the north by John Sharp’s lot, on the east by Commandant’s street, on the south by William 
Hobkirk’s lot, and on the west by Zephaniah Kingsley’s lot; which title your memorialist derives from a grant 
made to him by Governor Coppinger, March 27, 1819, in consequence of your memorialist’s having com- 
lied with the conditions on which such grants were made, as appears from the certificate of the surveyor 
general, dated June 1, 1817, referred to in the title. Your memorialist further showeth that he is now in 
ion of said lot, and was so at the time of the cession; that he is an inhabitant of Florida and a 


ossessl 
ssiiiatil of Amelia island. The grant above referred to is annexed to the memorial. All of which is respect- 


fully submitted. 
DOMINGO FERNANDEZ, 
By his attorney, FARQUHAR BETHUNE. 


[Here follows translation of the certificate of George J. F. Clarke, surveyor general, accrediting the 
compliance with the conditions prescribed by the government, and stating the boundaries, dated June 
1, 1817. ] 

[Here follows translation of a memorial to the governor, with his decree granting the prayer of the 
same, that a royal title should be given for the above lot, dated March 27, 1819. ] 

[Here follows translation of the royal title, dated March 27, 1819, by Governor Coppinger. | 


DECREE. 
Domingo Fernandez vs. The United States. For a lot in the town of Fernandina. 


The board having ascertained that the title to the above was a valid Spanish concession made pre- 
vious to January 24, 1818, and that the necessary proceedings were afterwards taken in confirmation 
thereof, do confirm it accordingly. September 2, 1825. 


No. 21.—See Report No. 8. 


Joseph Allen Smith vs. The United States. For a lot of land in St. Augustine. 


MEMORIAL. 
Territory oF Fiorina, East Florida: 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of J. Allen Smith respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a certain 
lot or parcel of ground situated and being in the city of St. Augustine, in East Florida aforesaid, having 
the following lines, dimensions, and boundaries, that is to say: the north line thereof is ninety varas 
long, and is bounded by lands belonging to George J. F. Clarke; the east line is eighty-four varas long, 
and is bounded by the head of Matanzas river; the south line is eighty varas in length, and at the time 
of the survey thereof was bounded by lands of the King; and the west line thereof is two hundred and 
seventy-five varas in length, and is bounded by the road or street which leads from the powder-house to 
the city. The said lot of ground is situated near the southern extremity of the boundaries of the city 
called Sully’s Buildings Stand; which said lines and several boundaries will fully appear by a reference 
to the description of the said lot, as it is contained and set forth in the royal title to the same granted 
March 9, 1818, which is of record in the office of the keeper of the public archives of East Florida. Your 
memorialist further shows that the said lot of land was originally granted in or about the year 1793, to 
one José Ximenes, under the royal order of the King of Spain of March 29, 1790; that possession of said 
lot was actually taken and kept by the said Joseph Ximenes until his death; that the original grant or 
concession to the said José Ximenes has been lost, and appears to have been lost before the royal or 
absolute title thereto was granted; that Catalina Acosta, after the death of her husband, the said José 
Ximenes, applied for said royal title, alleging the loss of the original concession, making proof of its 
existence, the possession and actual occupancy of the said lot of land from about the year 1793, by her 
husband and his family, and after his death by herself; and of the cultivation thereof, and her right to an 
absolute title: Whereupon, an absolute or royal title was made to the said Catalina Acosta, the widow 
and heir of the said José Ximenes, March 9, 1818, and the said allegations with respect to the right of 
the said Catalina Acosta will appear by a reference to the said original grant, of record as aforesaid. 
Your memorialist further shows that the ancient concession and grant of the said lot of ground to the 
said José Ximenes is further proved by the original plat and certificate of the first survey of the same for 
the said José Ximenes made in the year 1797, which is of record in the office of the keeper of the public 
archives, and to which your memorialist prays a reference; that the said lot of land and its appurte- 
nances were, on the 12th of March, conveyed by the said Catalina Acosta to the late Michael Crosby, 
deceased, and by the said Michael Crosby to your memorialist on June 25, 1821, for a valuable considera- 
tion paid to him by your memorialist, as will appear by a reference to the original conveyances of record 
in the office of the keeper of the public archives, since which your memorialist has erected three large 
dwelling-houses, and otherwise improved the said lot of ground, and the said houses are occupied by 
tenants of your memorialist. Your memorialist further shows that the said José Ximenes, and Catalina 
Acosta, and Michael Crosby, were severally, at all the times herein mentioned, inhabitants and settlers of 
East Florida and Spanish subjects; and that your memorialist was a resident of East Florida at the time 
of the conveyance to him of the said lot, and at the cession of this Territory to the United State. Where- 
fore, your memorialist prays confirmation of his title to the said lot of land and its appurtenances; and he 


will ever pray, &c. 
J. ALLEN SMITH, 
By his attorney, JOHN DRYSDALE. 


{Here follows the translation of a certificate of survey, dated January 3, 1797.] 

[Here follows the translation of an order from Governor Coppinger, directing a royal title to be 
issued for the above, dated March 8, 1819.] 

[Here follows the translation of a royal title to Catalina Acosta by Governor Coppinger, dated 
March 9, 1819.] 
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[Here follows the translation of a conveyance from Catalina Acosta to Miguel Crosby, dated March 
12, 1819.] 
[Here follows the translation of a conveyance from Miguel Crosby to Joseph Allen Smith, dated June 
25, 1821.] : 
DECREE. 


Joseph Allen Smith vs. The United States. For a lot of land in St. Augustine. 


The board having ascertained the above to be a valid Spanish grant, and the deraignment to claimant 
regular, do confirm the same accordingly. September 6, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 
J. Allen Smith vs. The United States. A lot of land in St. Augustine. 


John Drysdale, being sworn on the part of claimant, states that it is within his knowledge that the 
buildings which now stand on the lots claimed by the memorialist were erected by Chester Sully, as the 
agent for claimant, soon after the purchase of the property; that from that time until Mr. Sully left this 
city, which was about eighteen months ago, had charge of the property as agent for the claimant; that 
at the time when Mr. Sully left this, this deponent was appointed the agent of Mr. Smith for the purpose 
of taking care of said property; and that said property now belongs, as the deponent believes, to claim- 
ant; and that one of the houses on the said lot is now occupied. 

JOHN DRYSDALE. 


Before the board in session September 6, 1825. 


No. 22.—See Report No. 8. 
J. Allen Smith vs. The United States. For seven and a quarter acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 
Territory oF Fioripa, East Florida: 
To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of J. Allen Smith respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title in and to a 
certain lot of ground in the city of St. Augustine, in East Florida aforesaid, containing seven acres and a 
quarter, and rather more; that the said lot of ground was originally granted, or many years ago belonged, 
to one Martin Floriand; and that the said lot was, in the year 1809, sold by the order of the Spanish 
government of East Florida at public sale, to raise certain duties which were due and owing by the said 
Martin Floriand to the Spanish government; at which sale one Francisco Rovira became the purchaser, 
as will fully and at large appear by reference to the proceedings under which the said lot of ground was 
sold, and of the sale thereof, which are of record in the office of the keeper of the public archives of East 
Florida; that the said Francisco Rovira afterwards, to wit, on October 21, 1810, conveyed the same to 
one Joseph Sanchez, as will appear by a reference to the original conveyance to the said Joseph Sanchez, 
of record as aforesaid; and that the said Joseph Sanchez, on October 3, 1821, for a large and valuable 
consideration paid by your memorialist to the said Joseph Sanchez, conveyed the said lot of ground and 
its appurtenances in fee simple absolute to your memorialist, as will appear by a reference to a recorded 
copy of the said original conveyance in the office of the clerk of the county court; that the said lot had, 
at the time of the survey thereof, the following boundaries, that is to say: it was bounded on the north 
by a lot belonging then to Francisco Perez, now to Josiah Smith, on the south by a lot belonging to Don 
Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer, on the west by the Ferry river, and on the east by lands belonging to the 
estate of Mr. William Lafont and to John Geiger; and that the said lot of land has been in the actual 
possession and occupancy of the aforesaid persons, under whom your memorialist claims title, for a great 
many years past, and has been in the occupancy of the agent of your memorialist ever since his purchase 
thereof; that the aforesaid Rovira and Sanchez were, at the times they respectively acquired the said lot, 
Spanish subjects, and inhabitants and settlers of East Florida; and that the said Sanchez was, at the time 
of the cession of this Territory to the United States, and at the time he conveyed the said lot to your 
memorialist as aforesaid, an inhabitant and settler of East Florida; and that your memorialist is a citizen 
of the United States, residing in Charleston, South Carolina. Wherefore, he prays a confirmation of his 
title to the said land and its appurtenances. 

J. ALLEN SMITH, 


By JOHN DRYSDALE, his Attorney. 


{Here follows translation of a conveyance made by Francisco Rovira to José Sanchez, dated August 


21, 1810.] 
[Here follows a conveyance from José Sanchez to J. Allen Smith, dated October 3, 1821.] 


DECREE. 
J. Allen Smith vs. The United States. For seven and a quarter acres of land. 


The board having ascertained that a judicial sale in due form was made of the above land on October 
27, 1809, at which Francisco Rovira was the purchaser, and the deraignment being clear from him to the 
claimant, the same is confirmed accordingly. September 14, 1825. 


* 


TESTIMONY. 


J. Allen Smith vs. The United States. For a lot of land at the back part of St. Augustine. 


G. W. Perpall, sworn on the part of the claimant, states that the lot in question has been known as 
private property for forty years; that Joseph Sanchez was the owner of it about eight or ten years ago, 
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and cultivated the same, and had people living on the same until he sold it to Mr. Sully, which was abou 


the exchange of flags. Since that period Mr. Sully has had the management and care of it. ‘ 
G. W. PERPALL. 


Before the board in session September 14, 1825. 


No. 23.—See Report No. 8. 


The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States. For thirty-one and a 
half acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


1 the honorable the board of land commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The memorial of the wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine, incorporated by law, 
respectfully showeth: That your memorialists claim title to a tract of land containing thirty-one and a 
half acres, situated at the point called Esperanza, within the limits of the city of St. Augustine, bounded 
on the north by the lands of the heirs of B. Segui, deceased; on the south and west by St. Sebastian’s river; 
and on the east by the creek called Bridge creek; which title your memorialists derive, as wardens of 
said church, from the will of the late Maria Evans, deceased, as will be seen by a reference to the third 
section of said will on record in the office of the public archives. And your memorialists further show 
that they will produce further evidence of title when required by the board. 


For the board of wardens: 
F. J. FATIO, Secretary of Board of Wardens. 


Here follows translation of an extract from the will of Maria Evans, deceased, dated July 29, 1792.] 
[Here follows a conveyance from Alexander Todd to Joseph Peavett, esq., dated September 16, 


1782. ] 


DECREE, 


Wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States. For thirty-one and a half 
acres of land. 


The board having ascertained the above title to be a valid British one, and recognized by the Spanish 
government, and that the deraignment to claimants is regular, do confirm the claim accordingly. October 


26, 1825. 


TESTIMONY. 


The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States. For thirty-one and a half 
acres of land. 


Charles W. Clarke, being duly sworn, doth depose and say that he was acquainted with Mrs. Peavett; 
that he knew her to have a framed house between Maria Sanchez’s creek and St. Sebastian’s river on the 
point, which she resided in for some time; she had, also, negroes planting there for some years, with the 


knowledge and acquiescence of the Spanish government. And further this deponent saith not. 
CHARLES W. CLARKE. 


Before me this 21st September, 1825. 
DAVIS FLOYD. 


No. 24.—See Reporr No. 8. 
The wardens of the Roman Catholic church vs. The United States. .A lot of land in the city of St. Augustine. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of the wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine respectfully showeth: 
That your memorialists claim title to a lot of land situated in the city of St. Augustine, on the north side 
of the public square, and upon which the church and school-house now stand, bounded on the west by St. 
George’s street, on the east by the custom-house and the Marquis Fougere’s lots, on the south by the 
public square, and on the north by the lots of Joseph M. Hernandez and the heirs of Peso de Burgo, 
measuring 723 varas, Spanish yards, front on the square, and 58} varas in depth; which title your 
memorialists derive from a judicial sale executed on April 12, 1793, as will more fully appear by a certified 
copy of the same herewith filed. And your memorialists, on behalf of the said church, pray confirmation 
of title to the said lots. 

On behalf of the wardens of said church: 

F. J. FATIO, Secretary. 


[Here follows the translation of deed of sale dated April 12, 1793.] 
DECREE. 


The wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States. For alot of land in the city 
of St. Augustine. 


It appearing in evidence before this board that this was a valid British grant confirmed by the Spanish 
government, and regularly conveyed by deed, bearing date April 12, 1793, to the King, in trust for the 
Roman Catholic congregation of St. Augustine, for the purpose of building a church thereon, it is therefore 
confirmed to said wardens in trust for said congregation. October 29, 1825. 
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Fhe wardens of the Roman Catholic church of St. Augustine vs. The United States. For a lot of land in St. 
Augustine. 


G. W. Perpall, sworn and examined on the part of claimants, says that Mrs. Humbert, who, by her 
attorney, M. Lazaga, sold the lot on which the Roman Catholic church and the new city council chamber 
stands, was the sister of the witness; and that the whole of said lot was at the time of said sale an orange 
grove, that is, from St. George’s street to the late custom-house square. Witness says that the whole of 
the lot was sold for the purpose of building the church. The house of the city council was then a dwelling. 
house, and was intended for a parsonage house, but as the parsons or priests usually had houses of their 
own in which they preferred living, the house on the lot was used for the purpose of a public school. The 
members of the Catholic church, at the purchase of the lot, and the commencement of building the present 
church, raised sums as large as they were able, by subscription, for the purchase of the lot and building 
of the same; but as they were unable to complete the said church, Governor Quesada made a representa- 
tion to the King of Spain, who directed that the church should be finished at the King’s expense. 

G. W. PERPALL. 


Before the board in session October 27, 1825. 


No. 25.—See Report No. 8. 
Antelm Gay vs. The United States. For two lots of land in St. Augustine. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 


The memorial of Antelm Gay, a citizen of the United States, and resident of the city of St. Augustine, 
in East Florida, respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to two lots of land in the city 
of St. Augustine, which your memorialist purchased of Don Bartlome de Castro y Ferrer, on January 26, 
1822—one of which said lots is bounded west on the street which passes to the east of the convent or 
barracks of St. Francis, on the east by the bay, on the south by the public land, and on the north by a 
lot the property of the said Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer; the other of the said lots is bounded west by 
the said street, on the east by the bay, on the north by the lot of Mariano Serra, and on the south by the 
lot of the heirs of Salvator Martin; which said two lots were purchased by the said Bartolome de Castro 
y Ferrer of Antonio Vallejo and his wife, at which time there were houses on the said lots, but which have 
been since destroyed, the said Antonio Vallejo having purchased one of the said lots of Miguel Rodriguez, 
as appears by the original deed deposited in the public archives, executed June 14, 1803; and the other 
lot was bought by Antonio Peter’s wife of the said Antonio Vallejo of Pedro Fornells, as appears by a 
deed deposited in the public archives, executed April 10, 1799. Both of the aforesaid lots fell to the 
domain of the King of Spain after the evacuation of the British, but were delivered to the purchasers and 
occupants, and confirmed to them by a decree of the Spanish government of June 17, 1801; all which will 
more clearly appear by the certificate of José de Zubizaretta, the public escribano, dated July 30, 1812, 
herewith presented; and your memorialist has been in possession of said lots since his purchase, as 
before mentioned. 

In confirmation of his title, the follewing documents are herewith respectfully presented: 

1. Certificate of the above-mentioned of the public escribano, (deed from Don Bartolome de Castro y 
Ferrer to your memorialist,) recorded in the public office of records in St. Augustine, January 6, 1802. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

ANTELM GAY, 


By his attorney, JOHN RODMAN. 
Sr. Aveustine, August 20, 1823. 


[Here follows translation of the grant to Bartolome Cartado, dated November 17, 1792, by Governor 
Quesada, and a translation of a transfer to Pedro Fornells, dated April 14, 1795.] 

[Here follows translation of a deed of conveyance from Pedro Fornells to Antonio Petrus, dated April 
10, 1799. 

(Hess follows translation of a concession to Bartolome Cartado by Governor Quesada, dated January 
13, 1794, and a transfer to Pedro Fornells, April 14, 1795.] 

[Here follows translation of a deed of conveyance from Bartolome Cartado to Pedro Fornells, dated 
April 14, 1795.] 

[Here follows the translation of a deed of conveyance from Pedro Fornells to Miguel Rodriguez, dated 
November 6, 1799. ] 

[Here follows the translation of a deed of conveyance from Miguel Rodriguez to Antonio Vallejo, 
dated June 14, 1803. ] 

[Here follows translation of a deed of conveyance from Antonio Vallejo and Antonio Petrus, husband 
and wife, to Bartolome de Castro Ferrer, dated April 2, 1807.] 

[Here follows deed of conveyance from Bartolome de Castro y Ferrer to Antelm Gay, dated January 
26, 1822.] 


DECREE. 


Antelm Gay vs. The United States. For two lots of land in St. Augustine. 


The board having ascertained the above to be founded on valid Spanish concessions, and the deraign- 
ment being regular, do confirm the same accordingly. October 29, 1825. 


[Nos. 26, 27, and 28, were not returned to the General Land Office by the commissioners. ] 


[Norr.—The commissioners returned no papers with report No. 9.] 
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No. 1—See Reporr No. 10. 


George F. and Oliver Palmes vs. The United States. For nine hundred and ninety-nine and three-quarters 
acres of land. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Elorida: 

The petition of George I’. Palmes and Oliver Palmes respectfully showeth: That your memorialists 
claim title to a tract of land consisting of nine hundred and ninety-nine and three-fourths acres of land, 
situated at the place called Turnbull, on both sides of Spruce creek, in the territory of Mosquito, bounded 
on the north by pine lands, on the south by lands belonging to William Williams, on the east by marsh; 
for which an absolute title was made to Robert McHardy by Governor Estrada July 3, 1815; which title 
your memorialists derive from a grant made to Robert McHardy July 21, 1803, by Governor White, in 
virtue of the royal order of October 29, 1790, who sold the same to Paul Dupon, by deed dated June Q, 
1818, which is herewith submitted, who holds the same in trust for memorialists, as will be seen by bond 
filed in their claim for 245 acres. And your memorialists further show that they are legally seized and 
yossessed of said lands by the trustee aforesaid, and were so at the time of cession; that they are citizens 
of the United States and residents of Savannah, in the State of Georgia. They pray confirmation of title, 
&e. All which is respectfully submitted, &ce. 

GEORGE F. PALMES. 
OLIVER PALMES. 


[Translation ] 
Title of property in favor of Don Robert McHardy. Lor one thousand acres of land. 
oa 
Don Juan José de Estrada y Toro, lieutenant colonel of the royal armies, &c., &c., &e.: 


Whereas, by a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and the two Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that lands shall be laid 
off gratis for those foreigners who, of their own free will, present themselves to swear allegiance to our 
sovereign, in proportion to the number of laborers each family may have; that Don Robert McHardy 
having presented himself as one of those, he solicited from the government, and there were granted to 
him July 21, 1803, one thousand acres of land at the plantation named Dr. Trumbul, situated towards 
a part of the river Mosquito, and at both sides of the creek named Spruce, as appears from the certificate 
which was issued on the same date by the secretary, and is annexed to the proceeding moved for, soliciting 
that the corresponding title of property to said lands should be delivered to him, the boundaries of which 
are as follows: on the north and west with pine lands, on the south by lands of the heirs of Don 
William Williams, and on the east by marsh, as the said proceeding sets forth. And as there has not 
been delivered to the said Don Robert McHardy any title for the security and confirmation of his dominion 
to the said land, in the form in which it has been granted to others who have already passed more than 
ten years of uninterrupted possession to obtain the useful and direct dominion to the said lands, made 
buildings upon them, cultivated them, and complied with the other conditions established by the govern- 
ment for concessions and grants of this nature existing in the titles delivered to other settlers in the 
proceedings set forth: Wherefore, and in consideration of everything, I have granted unto the said Don 
tobert McHardy the 1,000 acres of land, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and 
in expediting to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title by which I separate the royal 
domain from the right and domimion it had to said lands; and I cede and transfer it to the said McHardy, 
his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without 
any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it 
has had, and in fact and law belong and appertain unto it; and, at their will, sell, cede, transfer, and 
alienate it as may best suit them. To all of which I interpose my authority, as I can and of right ought, 
in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary pro tem. of government and the 
royal domain, in the city of St. Augustine, Florida, July 3, 1815. ; 
JUAN JOSE DE ESTRADA. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language. 
F. J. FATIO, S. B. LZ. C. 


[Translation. ] 
CONVEYANCE, 


Be it known that I, Don Robert McHardy, an inhabitant of this province, declare that I really sell 
unto Paul Dupon, a new settler in it, nine hundred and ninety-nine and two-thirds acres of land, situated 
in the territory of Mosquito, in this province, towards the river, at a place called Dr. Turnbull, and at 
both sides of a creck called Spruce, bounded on the north and west with pine lands, on the south by lands 
belonging to the heirs of Don William Williams, and on the east by a swamp, which lands are the same 
that were granted to me by the government July 21, 1803, and for which a title of absolute property was 
expedited to me to the number of 1,000 acres of land July 3, 1815, remaining only with one-quarter of an 
acre for my use and dominion, and I sell him the other 9992, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, 
rights, and services, which it has and belong to it, free from all encumbrance, (as I, the said notary, 
certify, from the result of my search of the book of mortgages which I have made for the purpose,) at the 
price of one thousand five hundred dollars, which the purchaser has paid me in cash, which I acknowledge 
as delivered to my will. I renounce proof, laws of delivery, exception to money not counted, fraud, and 
anything else in the case, for which I grant a receipt in form. In virtue of which, I separate myself from 
the right of property, possession, use, scigniory, and other actions, real and personal, which I had and held 
to the said lands, all of which I cede, renounce, and transfer to the purchaser and his representatives, 
that, as their own, they may possess, sell, and alienate it at their will, in virtue of this deed which I grant 
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in their favor as a token of real delivery, by which it is seen that he has acquired the possession without 
occasion for further proof, from which I relieve him, and oblige myself to the eviction and guarantee of 
said sale in due form, and as may best suit the purchaser, with my property, present and future, power 
and submission to the tribunals of his Majesty, that they may compel me to compliance as by sentence 
consented to and passed in authority of an adjudged case, on which I renounce all the laws, customs 
rights, and privileges in my favor, and the general law in form which prohibits it. And I, the said Don Pablo 
Dupon, being present, accept in my favor this deed, and by it receive as purchased the said lands at the 
price and agreement on which they were sold to me, and I acknowledge them as delivered to my will. [| 
renounce proof, laws of delivery, those of a thing not seen or received, fraud, and everything else in the 
case, for which I deliver a receipt in form. In testimony of which, this is dated in this city of St. Augustine, 
Florida, the second of June, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen. I, the notary, attest that I know 
the parties who signed this, there being witnesses present, Don José Mariano Hernandez, Don Eusebio 
Maria Gomez, and Don José Maria Bousquet, inhabitants present. 
ROBERT McHARDY, 


P. DUPON. 


Before me— 
JUAN DE ENTRALGO, Notary of Government. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language, 
F. J. FATIO, S. BL. C. 


DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant exhibited to the board a royal title made by Governor Estrada to Robert McHardy for 
the land for headrights, dated July 3, 1815, who sold and conveyed the same to Paul Dupon in trust for 
claimants, as per bond referred to an filed in the claim of Miss Palmes for 245 acres. The board having 
ascertained that the title of the claimants is interfered with by British titles, under which the heirs of 
Turnbull claim, they therefore order that the documents accompanying the memorial in this case be 
reported to Congress for their determination. September 24. 


- 


No. 2.—See Report No. 10. 
John Bunch vs. The United States. For two thousand one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida : 


The petition of John Bunch respectfully showeth: That your memorialist claims title to a tract of 
land consisting of two thousand one hundred and sixty acres, situated on the waters of Mosquito or Halifax 
river, and is bounded as follows, (as by survey herewith filed, marked B:) beginning at a cabbage tree 
near a marsh, and running west, 98 chains, to a pride of Egypt; thence north 80° west, to a pine; thence 
along the public road south 50° east, to a stake; thence east, 100 chains, to Tomoka river; thence with 
said river to its mouth; thence with Haulover river to the beginning; which title your memorialist derives 
from a grant made to him by Governor White, in virtue of the royal order of 1790, for headrights, on 
August 11, 1804, (see order of concession, marked <A, filed herewith;) and your memorialist further 
showeth that he has, since the 11th day of August, been in actual possession of said lands; that he has 
cultivated them up to the present period, and still continues to do so. Your memorialist further shows 
that he was, at the change of flags, a Spanish subject, and that he intends residing at Tomoka, his present 
home, in future. Your memorialist therefore prays that his title may be confirmed; and he will ever 


pray, &c. 
JOHN BUNCH, 
By his attorney, GEORGE MURRAY. 


[Translation. ] 


Don Juan de Pierra, lieutenant of grenadiers of the third battalion of the regiment of Cuba, and 
secretary of the government: I certify that to a memorial presented by Don Juan Bunch, soliciting that 
there should be granted to him in the territory of Mosquito the lands which corresponds to him, his wife, 
sixty-two negroes of more than twenty years, and thirty-four from eight to sixteen, which, in the time of 
the British dominion, were possessed by Moultrie and Moncrief; these, which were granted to Don Nicolas 
Turnbull, who did not take possession of them in due time, the following decree was made: “ Let there 
be granted to the interested two thousand one hundred and sixty acres of land in the place which he 
solicits, without injury to a third person, and those are what he is entitled to; and until, according to the 
number of laborers he may have, when the general survey takes place, those which correspond to him be 


surveyed, he being bound to take possession of the said land within the term of six months.” 
WHITE. 


And that it may serve for a security to the interested, I give these presents at St. Augustine, Florida, 


August 11, 1804. 
JUAN DE PIERRA. 





Norre.—That by-a decree of April 11, 1808, there were to Don Samuel Bunch, son of him contained 
in this certificate, 240 acres of land on the river St. Mary’s, for nine negroes over sixteen years, and one 
of thirteen years; which number of acres are to be deducted from the two thousand one hundred and sixty 


of his father, on account of those which correspond to his son’s ten negroes being included to this number 
of acres. PIERRA. 


I certify the foregoing decree and note are true and correct translations from their originals on file 
in the office of the public archives of St. Augustine. 
F, J. FATIO, S. B. L. C. 
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DECREE BY THE BOARD. 


The claimant in this case produced a certified copy of concession for the two thousand one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, dated August 11, 1804, made by Governor White to him for “headrights.” It 
appeared further to the board that the claimant occupied and cultivated the land ever since it was granted 
to him; but having ascertained that his title is interfered with by a British title, under which the heirs of 
Turnbull claim, we do therefore order that the documents accompanying the memorial be forwarded to 
Congress for their determination. October 11. 


John Bunch vs. The United States. For two thousand one hundred and sixty acres of land. 


Horatio S. Dexter, being sworn, states that in the year 1813 he was at the said tract of land occupied 
by Mr. Bunch, who had a considerable quantity of stock, and above forty negroes, and that it was a 
matter of general notoriety under the Spanish government that said tract of land was the property of 
said Bunch. 
, HORATIO S. DEXTER. 
Before the board in session October 11, 1824. 


G. W. Perpall, being sworn, states that he recollects Mr. Bunch having obtained possession of the 
above tract about a week after the grant was made him by the Spanish government, and has continued 
cultivating the same to the present period, and that the said Bunch has had continually on the place from 
thirty to forty negroes. . 

G. W. PERPALL. 


Before the board in session October 11, 1824. 
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No. 3.—See Reporr No. 10. 


Zephaniah Kingsley vs. The United States. Lor two thousand acres of land. 
MEMORIAL. 


To the honorable the commissioners appointed to ascertain claims and titles to lands in East Florida: 

The petition of Zephaniah Kingsley, by his attorney, George Gibbs, respectfully showeth: That your 
memorialist claims title to a tract of land consisting of two thousand acres, more or less, situated on the 
island called Drayton island, at the entrance of Lake George, bounded on all sides by the river St John’s 
and Lake George, it being an island, as per royal title, certified by Juan de Entralgo, government notary, 
dated July 27, 1821, per exhibit K, to which, and to other documents in the office of the archives of the 
Territory, will more fully appear by reference to the same; which title your memorialist derives from a 
title made to George Sibbald for part by Governor Kindelan, in virtue of the royal order of October 29, 
1790, who sold your memorialist fifteen hundred acres of the said island, being all his interest and right 
in the same; and the rest and residue of the said island was granted to your memorialist by the same 
Governor Kindelan, as per the aforementioned title—reference to the documents in the office of the public 
archives—will more fully appear. And your memorialist further showeth that he is in actual possession of 
said lands; that he is now a citizen of the United States and resident of St. Augustine. 

ZEPHANTAIL KINGSLEY, 
By GEORGE GIBBS, Allorney in fact. 


(Translation. ] 
Title of property in favor of Don Zephaniah Kingsley, of Drayton island. 


Don Sebastian Kindelan and O’Regan, knight of the order ef St. James, brigadier of the royal armies, 
political and military governor of the city of St. Augustine, Florida, and its province: 


Whereas, in a royal order communicated to this government October 29, 1790, by the captain general 
of the Island of Cuba and two Floridas, it is provided, amongst other things, that lands should be granted 
and surveyed gratis to those foreigners who, of their own free will, offer themselves to swear allegiance 
to our sovereign, in proportion to the number of workers each family may have; that Don George Sibbald 
having presented himself as one of them, he solicited from the government, and had granted unto him, 
fifteen hundred acres of land, October, 5, 1804, in the island called Drayton, at the entrance of Lake George, 
in the river St. John’s, which he ceded to Don Zephaniah Kingsley, with all its improvements, to whom it 
was adjudged in solutune, in virtue of the agreement of the parties authorized by a decree of this said 
government July 18, 1811; and afterwards, by a decree of the 4th of September of the same year, there 
were granted to the aforesaid Kingsley five hundred acres more, which were vacant in the said island, 
which in all may contain about two thousand acres, more or less, as appears more at length from the 
documents and certificates which are annexed to the proceeding moved by the said Kingsly, soliciting that 
there should be issued in his favor the corresponding title for the lands which the said island of Drayton 
contains: Wherefore, and considering that he has already passed more than ten years of an uninterrupted 
possession to obtain the useful and directed dominion to the said island of Drayton, made buildings on it, 
cultivated it, and finally complied with all the other conditions established by the government for grants 
and concessions of this nature existing in the titles delivered to other settlers, as is set forth and proved 
in the said proceeding, I have granted, as in the name of his Majesty I do grant, unto the aforesaid Don 
Zephaniah Kingsley the said Drayton island, for himself, his heirs and successors, in absolute property; and 
in despatching to him, as by these presents I do, the corresponding title, by which I separated the royal 
domain from the right and dominion it had to said land; and I cede and tranfer it unto the said Kingsley, 
his heirs and successors, that, in consequence, they may possess it as their own, use and enjoy it, without 
any encumbrance whatsoever, with all its entrances, outlets, uses, customs, rights, and services, which it has 
had, has, and of custom and by law belong and may appertain unto it; and, at their will, sell, cede, trans- 
fer, and alienate it as may best suit them. To all which I give the sanction of my authority, as I can 
and of right ought to do, in virtue of the sovereign will. 

Given under my hand, and countersigned by the undersigned notary of government and of the royal 
domain, in this said city of St. Augustine, Florida, January 7, 1815. 

SEBASTIAN KINDELAN, 

By command of his excellency: 

Juan DE Eyrraico, Notary of Government pro tem. 


I certify the foregoing to be a true and correct translation from a document in the Spanish language 


on file in the office of the public archives. 


¥. J. FATIO,S. B. LD. C. 


DECREE. 


The board having ascertained that this claim is covered by a British grant, they therefore order that 
it be reported to Congress for their determination, December 15. 
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NEW MADRID CLAIM IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 24, 1826. 


* Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred the petition and documents of 
Isidore Moore, of Perry county, in the State of Missouri, reported : 


That on the 17th day of February, 1815, an act of Congress was passed for the relief of the inhabitants 
of the county of New Madrid, in the then Missouri Territory, who had suffered by earthquakes; that, 
amongst the other provisions of the act, I’'rederick Bates, esq., then the recorder of land titles in Missouri, 
was authorized to receive the evidence of actual damag e done to lands in that quarter; and, on being 
satisfied that material injury had been done to the soil, the: recorder was to take a release from the claimant 
of the land injured to the United States, and issue his certificate in favor of the party, authorizing him to 
locate the like quantity (not exceeding one section to any one claimant) on any of the public lands in the 
then Territory of Missouri, the sale of which was authorized by law. The law of February 17, 1815, 
authorized the recorder to issue to persons who held lots or pieces of ground of a less quantity than one 
hundred and sixty acres certificates of location calling for one hundred and sixty acres, notwithstanding 
the quantity of land injured was less than that quantity. The construction which the recorder gave this 
portion of the act was this: that for each lot or piece of ground less than one hundred and sixty acres 
a certificate for one hundred and sixty should issue, provided the whole did not exceed one entire section; 
so that, if one person held four lots or pieces of eround of only one arpent each, the recorder issued four 
certificates severally conferring the right to locate one hundred and sixty acres of land. When those cer- 
tificates were issued by the recorder they went into circulation currently as land warrants issued by the 
proper and competent authority; they were transferred from hand to hand for large prices; some were 
purchased up on speculation, others were purchased up by the poor and industrious ‘farmers to secure for 
themselves and families a home. It was never made a question whether the recorder had exceeded his 
power or misconstrued the law; the poupne confided in the act as correctly done, and expended their money 
in the purchase of those certificates under the full belief that the right to the land called for by this 
warrant was undoubted. Subsequently, however, when those certificates of the recorder were presented 
to the General Land Office for patents, the commissioner refused to issue a patent on but one of them, on 
the ground that the recorder had misconstrued the law, and issued to several claimants more certificates, 
and for a greater quantity of land, than he was authorized to do. This decision of the department was 
sustained by the opinion of the Attorney General, and patents in all cases suspended where more than one 
certificate had issued to any one person, predicated on lots or pieces of ground for a less quantity than 
one hundred and sixty acres. The number of cases in which patents are suspended is from eighty to 
eighty-five. The present petitioner, Isidore Moore, claims under one J. 5. Chartier, who, it appears, 
relinquished four small lots or pieces of ground to the United States, amounting to two hundred and fifty- 
three arpents, and received from the recorder four certificates calling for one hundred and sixty acres 
each. It appears to the satisfaction of the committee that Isidore Moore is not a speculator, but an honest 
farmer, who has purchased and located for the express purpose of settlement, and that, to quict the title, 
he has alre: idy purchased the same land twice. It also appears that the petitioner has. actually improv ed 
and cultivated the land in question with a view to make it a permanent home. Without taking into con- 
sideration the question, or deciding whether the recorder did or did not exceed his powers in granting to 
the same person several certificates, and without deciding whether the government is or is not bound by 
the construction given and acts done by the recorder to and under the act of February 17, 1815, the com- 
mittee think the case of the petitioner one of those to which relief ought to be granted: 

Ist. Because he has purchased the land in good faith, under a full belief and reliance on the propriety 
of the act and powers of the recorder to fully’ and finally ‘decide on the law. 

2d. Because the petitioner has already twice paid for the land, under the belief that the title was good, 
as it rested on the official acts of the agent of the government. 

3d. Because the petitioner has purchased, not for speculation, but for agricultural purposes, and has 
actually improved and cultivated the same. 

The committee have not decided the question of general relief in all cases. On that subject there 
is a bill before the House that has passed the Senate, and the committee, not having been able to recommend 
a course on that bill, submit the final decision of the House without prejudice. 

The committee in the case of Isidore Moore report a bill. 
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TO SET APART A PORTION OF THE NET PROCEEDS OF THE SALES OF THE PUBLIC 
LANDS FOR THE SUPPORT OF COMMON SCHOOLS, TO BE APPORTIONED AMONG THE 
SEVERAL STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 24, 1826. 





Mr. Srrone, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the resolution of December 21, 
1825, instructing them “to inquire into the expediency of appropriating a portion of the net annual 
proceeds of the sales and entries of the public lands exclusively for the support of common schools, 
and of apportioning the same among the several States in proportion to the representation of each 
in the House of Representatives,’ ’ reported: 

That the subject referred to the consideration of the committee is manifestly of great interest. It 
has directly in view the improvement of the mind and morals of the present generation, and of generations 
to come. It contemplates giving additional stability to the government, and drawing around the republic 
new and stronger bonds of union. We are, indeed, a peculiar people. None enjoy more freedom than 
we do; and, though it be the price of blood, yet it is not founded in usurpation nor sustained by the 
sword. The most casual observer of human institutions at once perceives that our political as well as 
civil condition, in some essential particulars, differs fundamentally from that of every other nation. The 
Constitution under which we live is the only one, beyond the limits of this republic, which secures 
religious toleration and leaves the tongue and the conscience free. This was chiefly the result of 
education. Chastened liberty lives in the voluntary choice of an enlightened people, while arbitrary 
power depends for its existence upon the slavish fear of an ignorant multitude. Hence, a government 
like ours, which guarantees equal representation and taxation, trial by jury, the freedom of speech and 
of the press, of religious opinion and profession, not only depends for its energy and action, but for its 
very existence, upon “the wit of the people. They, and they only, can alter, or change, or abolish it. And 
are the rights of mankind and the obligations of civil society generally understood or respected by the 
ignorant? Has property, or reputation, or life, when left to depend upon the wisdom of ignorance, or the 
forbearance of passion, ever heen accounted safe? And where is the human character usually found the 
most degraded and debased? Is it where schools and the means of education abound, or is it where the 
light of knowiedge never illumined the human intellect? If, then, the habits, notions, and actions of 
men, which naturally result from the ignorance of letters, from the force of superstition, and the blind 
impulses of passion, are utterly incompatible with rational liber ty, and every way hostile to the political 
institutions of freedom, how high and imperious is the duty upon us, living under a government tiie freest 
of the free—a government whose action and being depend upon popular will—to seek every constitutional 
means to enlighten, and chasten, and purify that will? How shall we justify it to ourselves, and to the 
world, if we do not employ the means in our power in order to free it from the severe bondage of ignorance 
and passion, and place it under the mild control of wisdom and reason? As large as the opportunities of 
acquiring knowledge are, and as much of common learning as the American people have, there are some 
growing into manhood around us who have neither learning nor the opportunity of acquiring it. 

The resolution under consideration proposes to appropriate a portion of the proceeds of the public 
lands to a new and specific object; to convert it into a permanent fund for the sole use and support of 
common schools in the several States, and to divide this fund among the several States in proportion to 
the representation of each in this House. 

Of appropriating a portion of these proceeds to a new and specific ohject—A part of the public domain 
was acquired by the fortune of war, and a part by purchase. The whole constitutes a common fund for 
the joint benefit of the States and the people. This domain amounted to some hundred millions of acres, 
and of it probably some two hundred millions of acres of good land yet remain unsold. It is true that 
the proceeds of these lands, together with those of the inter nal duties , and the duties on merchandise, and 
the tonnage of vessels, to the amount of ten million of dollars annually, are appropriated and pledged to 
the “sinking fund.” But is this a valid objection to the appropriation of the whole or of any part of the 
proceeds of these lands to any other proper object? Since the act of March, 1817, making this appropriation 
and pledge to the sinking fund, the annual average amount of the public revenue has been about twenty 
millions of dollars. So long, therefore, as ten millions of dollars are left to the sinking fund, the appropria- 
tion is answered and the pledge redeemed; and the surplus revenue, from whatever source derived, not 
having been appropriated or pledged, remains to be disposed of in such way and for such purposes as 
the Congress may direct. But are the public lands a source of revenue upon which a wise and prudent 
government ought to risk its credit? Will capitalists lend their money upon such vague and uncertain 
security? The‘land may be offered for sale, but no man can be compelled to buy. The purchaser is 
wholly voluntary. The promised revenue to be derived from it is altogether contingent. It depends not 
at all upon the power or the necessities of the government, but upon the will of the purchaser. Besides, 
the faith of the government does not consist in the intrinsic value of the thing pledged. This is not enough. 
No prudent man, for example, would lend his money to the government to be reimbursed out of the proceeds 
which may or may not accrue from the lead mines and salt springs belonging to the United States. The 
value of’the pledge is the credit it secures. And the thing pledged is valued in proportion to its peculiar 
fitness and proper adaptedness to the end for which it was pledged. So that the faith of the government 
necessarily depends upon its ability to coerce the possession—to touch and turn the thing pledged into 
money. This the government cannot do withthe public lands. They are, in deed, tangible; but neither 
the wishes, the will, nor the power of the government, can change them into money. They are, therefore, 
not a proper source of revenue upon which the faith or the credit of the nation should be hazarded. Congress 
seems to have considered them so. A township of land has been given to the “ Nation’s Guest.” Large 
portions of land have, from time to time, been given to other individuals, and to public institutions. 
Now, if it be good faith to give away the lands from which the revenue pledged to the sinking fund 
is derived, it cannot be bad faith to appropriate a portion at least of their proceeds for the support of 
common schools. 

Of converting it into a permanent fund for the sole use and support of common schools in the several 
States——Unless children are taught how to govern themselves and how to be governed by law, they will 
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rarely make good citizens. It may be objected that the Constitution does not give to Congress the power 
to appropriate the proceeds of these lands for the purposes of education. The question is not whether 
Congress can superintend and control the private schools in the several States, but whether Congress can 
appropriate the proceeds of these lands for the use and support of those private schools to be applied by 
and under the exclusive authority of the several States? The only clause in the Constitution which, 

erhaps, can in any way restrain the general right of appropriating money is that which declares that 
Congress shall have power “to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and 
to provide for the common defence and general welfare of the United States.” 

Can the proceeds of the public lands, in any sense, be considered a tax, duty, impost, or excise? A 
tax must be levied, and the obligation to pay it created by the authority of law. The money derived from 
the public lands is not levied, nor is the obligation to pay it created by law. Both the purchase and the 
obligation are voluntary. — The Constitution gives Congress the power of disposing of the territory and 
other property of the United States, but it nowhere considers the proceeds of these lands as a revenue to 
be applied as the proceeds of taxes are directed to be applied. The Military Academy at West Point is an 
invaluable institution. If Congress has the constitutional power (and we believe no one denies it) to 
establish such a school, to draw money directly from the public treasury for its support, to pay for 
teaching a boy mathematics and engineering, it m&y be difficult to show that Congress has not the power 
to employ a few acres of the public domain to teach the poor man’s son how to read. But did any doubt 
remain, that doubt would appear to be removed by referring to the facts that a portion of these lands has, 
from the beginning, been set apart for the purposes of common education, and that other portions of them 
have been given, from time to time, for the use of colleges, and of deaf and dumb asylums, and for the 
construction of roads and canals. 

Of apportioning this fund among the several States—Equality of rights and privileges, both as it 
regards citizens and States, is the fundamental principle of our government. Hence the people, so far as 
the integrity and independence of the States will permit, are equally represented in the popular branch of 
the national legislature. Guided by this rule, the committee have no doubt that the apportionment should 
be made among the several States according to the representation of each in the House of Representatives. 
This will distribute the fund, and dispense the blessings resulting from it, upon the strictest principles of 
equality. The ordinary disbursement of the public money dves not directly benefit all alike. This 
apparently partial distribution of the money of the nation depends upon the nature of the objects to 
which it is applied. An army is stationed where its services are required; a fortress erected where it is 
wanted; a navy constructed where it can be done the safest and the best; and the money to pay for 
objects of this sort necessarily goes to those portions of the country only-in which the services and labor 
have been performed. These great objects, which enter so largely into the defence of the nation, are 
local in their chargcter; and hence it is that some of the States, and many portions of the country, receive 
no direct benefit from the annual expenditure of millions of the public money. _But the proposed 
appropriation for the support of common schools is for an object general in its nature and benefits. It is 
an appropriation in which every American citizen has a deep interest, and by the operation and influence 
of which the ignorant and the wise, the rich and the poor, the government and the governed, will receive 
direct and lasting benefits. The ignorant and the poor will be aided and enlightened; the wise and the 
rich estimated and protected; and the government appreciated and defended. Common schools are the 
nurseries of youth; they are the most universal, as they are the most effectual means of opening 
the mind; of giving reason the mastery, and of fixing, in habits of sober industry, the rising generations 
of men. Can, then, a portion of the proceeds of the national domain be expended in any way which will 
more directly or forcibly come home to the wants and wishes, the business and bosoms, of the people ? 

The resolution before the committee does not indicate, in terms, whether the principal annually 
apportioned, or the interest of the principal only, shall be paid over to the States. Nor does it point 
out any mode, in case the interest only is to be applied, of investing the principal. This part of the subject 
merits some examination. It seems to be manifest, that the more certain and permanent the fund, the 
greater and more lasting will be the benefits flowing from it. To apportion and pay the principal annually 
to the several States will be doing equal and exact justice. But the principal, in that case, would be 
annually expended. The consequence of this will be, that, as the public domain diminishes by sales until 
the whole is sold, the fountain whence the fund is to be drawn will be gradually and finally exhausted, and 
the fund and its benefits, of necessity, diminish and cease altogether. As this domain is not exhaustless, 
if the principal set apart for the use of these common schools be annually expended, its benefits will be 
chiefly confined to our own time; but by investing the principal, and dividing the interest only, the fund 
will accumulate, and its benefits may continue to future ages. The committee, therefore, propose that the 
sum annually appropriated shall be invested by the United States in some productive fund, the interest 
or other proceeds of which shall be annually apportioned among the several States according to the 
representation of each State in the House of Representatives of the United States. This sum may be 
invested in various ways. It may be invested in bank, canal, or United States stock; or a new stock 
may be created for the purpose; or portions of the redeemed stock of the United States may, from time 
to time, be set apart by the commissioners of the sinking fund, uncancelled, and bearing tne former or a 
new rate of interest to meet the object. The general investment of the principal by the United States, 
and the division of the interest in the manner proposed, seems to be the only way by which all the States 
and the people can now and hereafter be equally benefited. The annual appropriation should, and may, 
be so invested as.neither to affect for the worst the commercial relations of the country, nor to create 
artificial distinctions or moneyed aristocracies. It should, and may, be so invested and so applied as to 
satisfy the moral and intellectual wants of all, while it will supply the pecuniary wants of none. Should 
the interest, by any particular mode of investing the principal, become an annual charge upon the United 
States, still, as the whole matter will at all times depend upon the wisdom and pleasure of the States 
and the people, no man, we believe, can reasonably doubt that they will release this charge the instant its 
burdens exceed its benefits. Hence, the evils of the measure, if there be any, will be rather negative than 
positive, and always under the control of the people, who alone are to be benefited or injured by it. 

In further discussing this measure, some of its obvious advantages must not be overlooked. It will 
give some aid to all in the acquisition of learning. It will give efficient aid to the destitute, without 
which aid they must be left uneducated and in ignorance. It will diffuse, in the quickest and cheapest 
way, the greatest amount of useful knowledge among the people. It will tend as much as anything 
else to make young men and old respectable, efticient, good citizens. These considerations, it would seem, 
cannot fail to awaken the attention of the State legislatures. They surely are not now to learn, for the first 
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time, that the success of good government, the independence of the States, and the permanency of their 
political institutions, are vitally connected with a well-educated yeomanry. Besides, the fact of there 
being a permanent fund, the interest of which is to be applied to the glorious purpose of training up the 
young mind in the way of knowledge and morals, will, in some degree at least, excite in these guardians 
of State rights a just emulation in promoting, to every practicable end, the great cause of common 
education 

It is a singular fact in the history of our species that nowhere has common education made any 
considerable progress among the people without the efficient aid and protection of the government, 
There is, generally, a prevailing indifference among the illiterate to the cultivation of the mind; were it 
not so, the poor man, though learned, can rarely instruct his children, because his time is necessarily oc- 
cupied in earning their bread; and the ignorant man, though rich, cannot do it, because he is himself 
untaught. In other countries multitudes of the human race successively live and die as illiterate as they 
were born; and in our own favored land, with all the liberal patronage, private and public, which learning 
receives, we are not wholly exempt from these lamentable examples. Under a government like ours 
there should nowhere be left masses of mind, illiterate and humbled, over which, in an evil hour, some 
master-spirit may exercise a fatal control. Ignorance is the bane of liberty. Ordinarily, conspiracies 
and treasons are executed by the ignorant. These instruments of unholy ambition, however, are not 
selected from schools where letters and morals are taught. Are not, then, the national and State legisla- 
tures under the strongest obligations to the people of this country to provide and apply the means 
whereby every child may have the opportunity, in these nurseries of the mind, of acquiring some 
knowledge of letters, and of the various duties he owes to his country and his God? 

It will moreover bind, by an additional and a stronger tic, the people to the States, and the States to 
the Union. There is something in this tie of mind, affection, and blood. It attaches itself to every father 
of a family, and to children’s children. It successively connects with the present each succeeding gen- 
eration. Common education can be estimated only in proportion as its necessities and advantages are 
felt; and as the same number of children, as there are dollars annually distributed from this fund, may 
receive, with proper management, about six months’ common schooling, will not the people, witnessing 
these moral and intellectual improvements, look with intenser interest to their respective State legisla- 
tures as the immediate dispensers of these benefits? And will not the legislatures of each, State, 
viewing the increase of common schools, and the augmented amount of schooling, and perceiving their 
benign and salutary effects upon the mind, morals, and habits of the rising generation, look with 
increased steadiness to the federal head, whence these blessings flow? Common schools, of themselves, 
will not multiply, nor learning spread; means and opportunity must be afforded. By affording them, 
schools will multiply, learning spread, and ignorance, idleness, and vice gradually give way to intel- 
ligence, industry, and virtue. Examples of these cheering results are not wanting., Let any man com- 
pare the calendar of profligacy and crimes among a given population where no schools have been kept, 
with that among an equal population where the means of common education have been abundant, and the 
great difference in favor of the latter cannot fail to convince him of the necessity of these initiatory 
institutions. The States and the people, percciving these results, and learning from experience that the 
influence, respectability, and power of a State are in proportion to the intelligence and soundness of 
its citizens, will cherish the federal hand that aids them, and cling with stronger affection to the 
governments of their choice. 

The committee are not unaware that there is, in this pecuniary connexion, a seeming tendency 
to produce an undue dependence of the States upon the federal government. They are persuaded, 
however, that a little examination will dissipate this cause of alarm. The strength of the tie, and 
the degree of the dependence, it is fair to presume, will always be in exact proportion to the actual 
benefits resulting from the proposed fund. If the fund be not beneficial it can have no influence, good or bad. 
Suppose great benefits to flow from it, what are they? Shall we hereafter look for them in the increase 
ignorance and subdued spirits of our fellow-citizens? or shall we find and feel them everywhere in the rapid 
progress of education, and in the improvement of mind and morals? If it be true, as it unquestionably 
is, that the safety and success of our political institutions depend absolutely upon the intelligence and 
virtue of the people; and if it be true, also, that the direct effect of the proposed fund will be to increase 
that intelligence and virtue, then it is equally true that there can be no undue dependence of the people 
or the States upon the federal government. As these benefits increase, so also will increase the 
ability and means of detecting and resisting the encroachments of power. Although each part of our 
political system is dependent upon the other, yet there is a wide difference between that dependence 
which springs from mean or guilty motives, and which has for its end the union and strength, the happi- 
ness and glory of a generous people. And whatever other men may be disposed to do, that portion of 
the people to whom our gcvernments, whether federal or State, in prosperity or adversity, must look for 
protection and defence, if intelligent and virtuous, will never do slavish homage, or tamely surrender 
their liberties to any earthly power. 

The proposed measure, the committee are also induced to believe, will have a most salutary effect in 
respect to the public domain itself, and all the great interests connected with it. There is much apathy 
in the public mind in regard to the value and importance of these lands. Strong indications are mani- 
fested to reduce their price, and to bring the whole into market as speedily as practicable, and without any 
reference to the existing demand for them. Should this happen, the consequence will be, to depreciate 
the fair average value of land, whether cultivated or uncultivated, by putting more into the market than 
could be occupied perhans in fifty or an hundred years to come; to fling the best of them into the hands 
of moneyed men and speculators by their cheapness and the prospect of gain; and to retard cultivation and 
population by the high prices at which they would be held. The committee think the proposed measure 
will produce a counteracting interest—an interest which, while it guards the public domain from sudden 
depreciation on the one hand, and from speculation on the other, will induce a more rapid and a sounder 
population. 

There is another consideration connected with this subject which the committee cannot pass over in 
silence. Our government was the first successful effort among men to establish rational liberty. Our 
fathers instituted and secured, upon the broadest principles of equality, representation, trial by jury, 
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and religious toleration; and to this hour it stands a proud example 
to the world, unsurpassed, unequalled. The young and interesting republics of Spanish America have, 
perhaps, come as near to it as the condition and habits of their people would permit. Still there is this 
marked difference: they retain in some degree the old commexion of church and state. They have an 
































& 


EXAMINATION OF LAND OFFICES, ETC. 753 


1826. ] 





established religion. Now, if any one proposition in politics or morals be more susceptible of demonstration 
than another, it would seem to be this, that, where any religion is established by law, there neither the 
tongue nor the conscience can be free. As ours was the first, so it may"be the last hope of civil liberty. 
No other considerable place remains on the globe where a second effort can be made under like auspices. 
The continents and the islands of the sea are mostly inhabited by men born under governments and brought 
up under the influence of principles and habits, with a few exceptions, utterly hostile to our notions of 
freedom. Since this is so, our obligations do not end with ourselves. We owe much to the great cause 
of liberty. This debt we can discharge the best and the most honorably by securing well the foundation and 
superstructure of our own liberties; thus giving to the human family the influence of a perfect example of 
civil freedom. The foundation of our political institutions, it is well known, rests in the will of the 
people, and the safety of the whole superstructure, its temple and altar, daily and hourly depend upon the 
discreet exercise of that will. How, then, is this will to be corrected, chastened, subdued? By education— 
that education the first rudiments of which can be acquired only in common schools. How are the mil- 
lions of American citizens to be enabled to compare their government and institutions with those of other 
countries; to estimate the civil and political privileges and blessings they enjoy; and to decide, 
understandingly, whether they ought or ought not to protect and defend the Constitution under which 
they live? By education. Has the legislature of each State provided all the means that are wanted to 
this end? Is there nothing more to be done? Are all sufficiently educated? There are some wealthy 
men, and many a poor man, in our land, whose family and fireside have never yet been cheered by the 
light and benefits of common education. Is there, then, no necessity for the proposed measure? Its 
advantages must be admitted. That there are heads and hearts among us waiting for instruction, culti- 
vation, improvement, will not be denied: and that the means are still wanted (through the inability or 
indifference of individuals and of the States) to accomplish this great purpose cannot be doubted. Why, 
then, delay? We are at peace with the world. Our burdens are light. We have money to meet all the 
engagements and exigencies of the government, and some to spare. 

But, if need be, push not so rapidly, nor so far, the costly defences of the country. The tooth of time 
will wear away the granite. Our strong fortresses and gallant ships will decay; but the young mind 
and heart, expanded, enlightened, and disciplined in common schools, will grow brighter and sounder by 
age. Besides, our reliance under God for protection is upon the arm of flesh. The impassable rampart 
to our liberties and institutions must be composed of intelligent heads and sound hearts. Our panoply, 
in peace or war, must be the heaving bosoms and vigorous arms of enlightened and virtuous freemen. 
Shall we not, then, afford to all, especially to the ignorant, the poor, the destitute, the means at our com- 
mand,—the®only means perhaps by which they can ever acquire knowledge? Who are first to be benefited? 
The children of farmers, mechanics, and manufacturers. Where do we look, and where must we look, 
for the moral and physical power of the nation? To the agricultural and mechanic interests—to the 
handicraftsmen of the land. Unsoundness here will be fatal. It is rottenness at the heart. Is knowledge 
power? Does our power, do our liberties, do all we hold dear, depend upon the wit. of our fellow-men, 
whether that will be left to the guidance of enlightened reason, or of untempered ignorance? And shall 
we not provide the means we have at hand of teaching the ignorant and destitute to range themselves 
beneath the eagle, and among the defenders of freedom? Or shall we neglect them altogether, and leave 
them to be schooled and disciplined by the Catilines and Cesars of the day? Believing, therefore, that a 
portion of the proceeds of the public lands may be spared; that the diffusion of common education among 
the people is demanded by the highest considerations of national glory and safety; and that Congress 
possesses both the power and the right to appropriate them for this purpose, the committee submit a 
bill. 
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EXAMINATIONS OF LAND OFFICES AND COMPENSATION OF RECEIVERS FOR TRANS- 
PORTING FUNDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 28, 1826. 


Treasury Department, February 28, 1826. 


Sir: I was honored with your communication of the 10th instant, making inquiry whether so much 
of the 14th section of the act of Congress of March 26, 1804, as relates to the examination of land offices 
might not be repealed without prejudice to the treasury; and also asking my opinion whether an addi- 
tional compensation ought not to be given to receivers of public moneys in the several land offices for the 
transportation and depositing of those moneys, and by what rule such compensation should be fixed. 

In reply, I beg leave to state that I believe the examination of the land offices under the law in 
question is, upon the whole, productive of advantages sufficient to counterbalance the expense attending 
it, and that, consequently, its repeal at this time would not be advisable. That the manner in which this duty 
1s performed may be fully before the committee, I enclose herewith a copy of the instructions lately issued 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, bearing date the 24th instant, to one of the examiners 
appointed since the commencement of the present year. These instructions are such as are usually given 
to all the examiners. 

In regard to the second point embraced in your letter, I beg to state that Iam decidedly of opinion 
that additional compensation ought to be given to the receivers of public moneys for transporting and 
depositing those moneys. The allowance might be regulated by the Secretary of the Treasury; so, 
however, that it in no case exceeded one-half per cent. upon the amount deposited. This was the opinion 
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of the late Secretary of the Treasury, as contained in a report to the House of Representatives on the 
17th of February of last year, in which I entirely concur. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. Davin Barron, Chairman of the Land Committee of the Senate. 





Treasury Department, General Land Office, February 24, 1826. 


Sir: By the 14th section of the act entitled ‘‘ An act making provision for the disposal of the public 
lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other purposes,” passed March 26, 1804, it was made the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to cause, at least once every year, the books of the land offices to be 
examined, and the balance of public moneys in the hands of the several receivers of public moneys to be 
ascertained. 

Agreeably to this provision of law, you have been appointed to examine the several land offices in 
the States of Illinois and Missouri, and Territory of Arkansas. 

As it will seldom occur that your examination of any one office will be completed on the last day of a 
month, and as the balances due by receivers to be exhibited in your report should be stated in such a 
manner as will admit of a coniparison with the monthly returns made by the receivers to the Treasury 
Department, you will therefore be pleased to state in your report the balances due on the last day of the 
month preceding that in which the examination shall be made, and also the*balances due at the date of 
your examination. 

Herewith is transmitted a statement showing the balances due on the date of the last examination 
of each of the offices you will examine. 

You will form an account between , the receiver, and the United States, debiting him 
with the balance exhibited in the enclosed statement, and with all the moneys received by him since that 
period, and up to the date of your examination, and crediting him with all the items of cash deposited 
into bank to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, drafts of the treasury which have been 
paid by him, the salary and commission of himself and the register, the incidental expenses of both 
offices; in short, all items to his credit which appear on his books, and for which he shall produce 
vouchers. 

You will then take an account of all moneys in his hands, specifying distinctly the number of gold 
and silver coins, and the different species of bank notes, and ascertain the coincidence between the cash 
on hand produced to you, and the balance which you will have previously ascertained to be due. 

You will examine the journal and the ledger of the receiver, and state to what period the entries of 
the former are posted into the latter; and make a comparison between the entries on the books of the 
receiver and those of the register, and see how far they agree. This comparison is expected to be only as 
regards results, as it will be impossible for you to enter into much detail. 

You will examine the several books of the register’s office, and see whether they wear the appearance 
of neatness and accuracy; also how far the journal entries of his office have been posted into his ledger. 

You are requested very particularly to examine into the mode of marking the land sold in the 
township maps, and most particularly to urge on the registers the necessity of great punctuality in 
designating on the maps each tract sold so soon as the money is paid by the purchasers, in order to prevent 
the unpleasant mistakes which in some offices too frequently occur in selling the same land twice; which 
mistakes might be entirely prevented by observing punctuality in marking their maps. 

You are requested also to observe the manner in which each one of the books is kept as to the hand- 
writing; whether they are regularly brought up; also whether any additional supply of books is wanted 
in the offices respectively. The books alluded to are the tract books, in which all the tracts in the district 
subject to sale are entered in the first instance, and in which the land sold is noted as the sales are made 
from time to time. The entries in this book ought to correspond with ‘the tracts sold as marked in the 
maps. The sales books, in which the sales are noted in the order of their dates, are also to be examined. 
In this book no blank spaces are admissible between the entries. You will note the necessary particu- 
lars respecting those books in your report, and distinctly state whether the tract book and the maps 
correspond. 

On May 31, 1825, a circular letter was addressed to the several registers and receivers, a copy of 
which is enclosed, requesting them to procure such bookcases and desks, or boxes, as the case might be, 
as were actually necessary for the due preservation and safe-keeping of the public books and papers. Finding 
that many officers had misconstrued the intention of that letter, and had procured writing desks for their 
personal accommodation, which were not authorized and cannot be allowed, I was under the necessity of 
correcting the misapprehension by a second circular letter, dated August 20, 1825, a copy of which is 
also enclosed. I wish you to ascertain how far the instructions have been complied with; whether the 
cases and desks provided for the accommodation of books and papers are such as answer the purpose, 
and whether the papers are properly arranged; also whether the instructions as to binding the township 
plats has been complied with in the manner pointed out in the circular, and whether the charges for the 
articles procured are reasonable. 

In all cases where the accounts for articles procured under the instructions have been necessarily 
returned for any cause which rendered the payment of them inadmissible, I will thank you to inquire into 
them, and certify your opinion as to their reasonableness. 

A circular letter, dated the 22d instant, has been issued by the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
several receivers of public moneys in relation to the making of deposits into bank of public moneys in 
their hands. I will thank you to report whether these instructions have been received by them and duly 
attended to. 

Your report will consist of two papers, to be marked No, 1 and No. 2. 

No. 1. In account between the receiver and the United States, in which you will debit him as follows: 

Ist. With the balance due at the end of the last examination. 

2d. With all the moneys received by him since, and to the end of your examination; the amounts of 
money received to be stated for each month, distinguishing between the moneys received under the cash 
and credit systems at these offices, which were in opcration prior to July 1, 1820, when the system of 
selling lands on a credit was abolished. 
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The distinction between the cash and credit offices you will perceive is made in the statement sent 
herewith by the words “cash,” “credit,” marked opposite the offices respectively. 

In the same report you will credit the receiver with all the items to his credit which appear on his 
pooks, and for which he will produce to you vouchers, or refer you to vouchers transmitted to the treasury 
in any instances when the duplicate of a voucher may have been transmitted to supply the loss of an 
original. 

These credits will consist of the following items, to be stated by months: 

1st. Payments into bank to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, and payment of treasury 
drafts, specifying the number of each draft. 

9d. Salaries of the register and receiver. 

3d. Commissions of the register and receiver. 

4th. Incidental expenses of both offices. 

After the credits for the last month of your examination you will add a 

5th item. “Balance due by the receiver, as ascertained by this report, and which, after counting all 
the moneys in his hands, I find to consist of the following denominations of money, viz :” 

Gold, foreign. .. 

Gold, domestic. _——¢ Specifying the principal coins, whether eagles, half, quarter, doubloons, &c. 

Silver .......... —— 





Tete)... $ 





Bank paper, as follows: 











Notes of the Bank. 

Notes of the Bank. 

Notes of the Bank. 
Me Si eeiesa Hise SS $ 





No. 2 is to relate exclusively to the books and papers of the two offices; the period to which they 
have been respectively brought up; the arrangement of the papers into cases; the binding of the township 
plats, as required by the circular letter sent herewith; and the several particulars before noted. 

In this paper you will refer to the registers’ and receivers’ offices, respectively, under distinct heads. 

I will also thank you to examine into the coincidence between the amount of balances stated to be 
due from individuals on the books of the receiver with that stated on the books of the register of each of 
the credit system offices, and state the result in your report No. 2. 

Enclosed is a circular letter addressed to the register and receiver of each of the offices you will 
examine, requesting them to afford you all the necessary facilities in making your examination. 

With great respect, 
JorL Jounson, Esq., Great Crossings, Kentucky. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR GRANT OF LAND FOR A SEAT OF JUSTICE IN GALLATIN 
COUNTY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 1, 1826. 


Strate or Inuinors, Executive Department, January 30, 1826. 


GenTLEMEN: By request I transmit you a memorial addressed by the general assembly of this State 
to the Congress of the United States, asking its assent that one hundred acres of the tract of land granted 
to Illinois for the saline in Gallatin county may be given to said county for the purpose of locating, in a 
central position, the seat of justice of the county. 

I am, respectfully, 
EDWARD COLES. 

J. B. Tuomas and E. K. Kang, Esqrs., Senators in Congress from Illinois. 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the general assembly of the States of Illinois respectfully represents: That the said 
legislature have passed a law at their present session authorizing and giving their assent to the location of 
the seat of justice of Gallatin county, and within the saline reserve, and the lessee of the tract on which 
said location may be made, under and in pursuance of said law, having given his assent thereto, and 
executed a relinquishment of his title thereto; for such purpose your memorialists respectfully request 
that your honorable body will pass a law making a donation of one hundred acres within the said saline 
reserve, and as shall fall within the proposed location, so as to enable the citizens of said county to 
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en cai, 
establish their seat of justice on such reserve; and that for such purpose a survey may be made of such 
tract as the commissioners under said law of the State may select, so as to enable them to lay off the 
same into lots; and your memorialists will forever pray. 





DAVID BLACKWELL, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
RAPHAEL WIDEN, 
Speaker of the Senate pro tempore. 
Originated in the house of representatives. 


CHAS. DUNN, Clerk. 





To the Hon. Elias K. Kane and Jesse B. Thomas, senators, and Daniel P. Cook, representative, in the Congress 
of the United States : 


The undersigned, citizens of the county of Gallatin, in the State of Illinois, having understood that 
the Congress of the United States have recently been memorialized by the legislature of the State to grant 
to this county a hundred acres of land within the tract reserved by Congress for the use of the Ohio and 
Wabash saline, for the purpose of removing the seat of justice of said county thereto, respectfully beg 
leave to remonstrate against such grant being made, or rather, the consent of Congress ‘being given. 

The county of Gallatin is one of the oldest in the State, and was formed under the Territorial govern- 
ment, and by the act of formation the county seat was established at Shawneetown, a place laid out 
under the authority of the United States, and very eligibly situated on the bank of the Ohio river, about 
ten miles below the mouth of the Wabash river. But as no public square had been reserved in the 
original survey of the town by government, a number of public-spirited individuals, at the sale of lots in 
the year 1814, joined together and purchased, by paying the first instalment thereon, two contiguous lots 
for that purpose, and dedicated them to the county as the site for the public buildings, not doubting but 
that Congress, when the matter should be properly represented to them, would remit the re maining 
instalments, and grant the lots to the county in absolute ownership, which, after repeated applications 
of many of the undet ‘signed, was done by an act passed on March 3, 1823, entitled “An act to authorize 
the Secretary of the Treasury to remit the instalments due on certain lots in Shawneetown, in the State 
of Illinois.” On these lots, thus become the public square, and property of the county, a contract has 
been made to erect a court-house and jail, under the authority of a special act of the legislature of the 
State, passed January 17, 1825, for the speedy completion of which, in a style suitable to the extent and 
respectability of the county, the contractor has given satisfactory security. 

The removal of our seat of justice, therefore, at this time, would probably involve the county in great 
difficulty and embarrassment, and defeat, besides, the munificence of Congress, as displayed in the above- 
recited act. It would also greatly ret tard, if not entirely check, the erowth and prosperity of Shawnee- 
town, w here the United States yet hold several hundred very ‘valuable lots, and whence, from the sales 
of others, they have heretofore received into the public treasury many thousands of dollars. 

Nor would the removal of the seat of justice to the centre of the county be otherwise desirable to 
any portion of our fellow-citizens, further than as it would be brought simply to the centre, whereas it is 
now situated on the Ohio boundary of the county, yet central as between the extremes of that boundary, 
and has the advantages of navigation, a yet thriving town, and an enterprising population. 

The saline reservation is a tract of country containing about four townships of land, and is situated 
directly in the heart of the county. It would, therefore, be about in the centre of this tract of country, 
which must forever remain uninhabited, except by salt-makers, or short leases, uncultivated, except for 
timber, and unsold, except with the consent of Congress and the State, that the centre of the county would 
be found. The soil is generally very thin; the country quite unimproved, and offering no inducements to 
settlement, except to persons immediately engaged in the manufacture of salt. 

The undersigned are aware that many of these arguments would have been more properly used in 
resisting the memorial before our own legislature. But as the act providing for the removal of our seat 
of justice makes the consent and grant of Congress a condition precedent to its taking effect, it is hoped 
they will not be considered as altogether impertinent. Many of the undersigned were not apprised that 
the legislature of the State would be solicited on this subject until that body had finally acted upon it; 
and others, though aware that petitions were in circulation in remote parts of the county, thought it 
unnecessary at the time to make any efforts against them, believing that, as the session at which the law 
was passed and the memorial adopted was an extraordinary one, convened for a special purpose, no 
business of a local nature would be taken up; and trusted confidently i in the good sense and justice of 
the next general assembly, before whom it was designed to lay a remonstrance, to reject the application. 

The undersigned have thus been taken completely by surprise; and though it is firmly believed that 
a large majority of the county, even with its present boundaries, if candidly appealed to, would give their 
suffrages in favor of keeping the seat of justice on the river, yet the legislature, acting from the ex parte 
representations before them, have passed the act, and thereby imposed upon the undersigned the only 
alternative, of appealing directly to Congress to arrest so ruinous and so unadvised a measure. 


THOMAS C. BROWNE and 192 other persons. 
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APPLICATION TO CONFIRM THE TRANSFER OF A CHEROKEE RESERVATION. 
| COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 1, 1826. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of John Thompson 
and Elizabeth Thompson, his wife, reported: 


That it appears, from the petition and papers accompanying it, that John Thompson was the head of 
an Indian family, who took a life estate in a reservation of six hundred and forty acres of land, with a 
reversion in fee simple to his children, under the eighth article of the treaty of July 8, 1817, between the 
United States and the Cherokee nation of Indians, subject to revert to the United States in case of 
removal from the reservation. The petitioners state that they are insolvent, and indebted to one William 
H. Salmon, of South Carolina, to whom they have assigned said section of six hundred and forty acres of 
Jand in satisfaction of his claim against them. They exhibit an assignment or transfer of an estate in fee 
simple, with a covenant of general warranty for themselves, their heirs, executors, and administrators, to 
said Salmon, his heirs and assigns, and pray that Congress would grant a patent of the land to Salmon in 
fee simple upon his paying the government price for the lands. Salmon is not a party to this application, 
and whether it is made with his knowledge, or at his instigation, does not appear, and is a matter of 
conjecture only, from the nature of the petition and the character of the evidence adduced in its support. 

In looking at this application, an obvious and conclusive objection against it presents itself, arising 
from the form in which it is brought here. If the case made by the petitioner were a proper subject of 
relief, it would still be altogether irregular and anomalous to legislate upon it, on the application of third 
persons. In this case the person for whose benefit we are called upon to act is not a party to the petition. 
But waiving the form of the application, and admitting the facts stated in the petition to be true to their 
fullest extent, the committee are still of opinion the assignment is void, and that Congress has no power 
to give it validity. The attempt to transfer away the reversionary interest of the children of Thompson 
is clearly a fraud upon them, in case there are any children, That interest being secured to them under 
the treaty, it is not in the power of the United States to annul the title or give it any new direction. So 
far, then, as the children are to be affected, the grant to Salmon is of no avail; and so far as the grantors 
and the United States are concerned, the committee are also of opinion it is void, it being the evident 
intent of the treaty that those Indians to whom the reservations were made under that article of the 
treaty should not alienate but should reside upon their lands, which is demonstrated by the proviso in 
that article, “that, in case of removal, the land should revert to the United States.” Should the peti- 
tioners surrender to Salmon, the right of the United States would attach under the proviso. The attempt 
to purchase this land, to say nothing of the suspicious circumstance of the Indians being the petitioners, 
is in direct viclation of what your committee conceive to be the policy of the treaty and of the rights 
secured by it. 

The committee therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 
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APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR LAND TO INHABITANTS OF POINT COUPEE FOR EDU- 
CATION AND REPAIRING LEVEES, AND FOR HOUSE AND LOT TO THE PARISH OF 
PLAQUEMINES FOR A COURT AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 6, 1826. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The general assembly of the State of Louisiana respectfully represent: That the inhabitants of Point 

Coupee, within this State, a large and respectable class of the ancient population, sensibly impressed with 

the importance of education, have represented to this body their intention of establishing a public semi- 

nary of learning within their settlement; that the only obstacle to their progress in this useful under- 

taking has been the want of a suitable lot of ground, conveniently situated to the inhabitants, to fix the 

aforesaid seminary; that there is a tract of this description containing one hundred superficial arpents 

belonging to the public domain, and formerly an appurtenance to a military fort under the Spanish govern- 

ment, for a donation of which, for the aforesaid purposes, the said inhabitants have petitioned the general 
assembly to apply to your honorable body. 

' The general assembly further represent that the tract being small, the object highly useful, and as 

there are examples of the liberality of Congress in granting to public uses lands that were applied to the 

same objects under the former government of the country, they indulge the hope that the tract solicited 

will be granted by the national legislature to the inhabitants of Point Coupee for the purposes aforesaid, 

They also state that the inhabitants of Point Coupee, situated near a remarkable bend of the Missis- 

sippi, have been compelled for many years to keep up and annually repair a levee of more than ordinary 

magnitude, in front of another tract of land belonging to the United States, of forty acres wide, on the 

river; that, otherwise, the plantations of the whole settlements, as well as the public lands for a great 
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number of leagues in extent, would be constantly overflowed; that, in consequence of the forty-acre tract 
aforesaid being subject to falling in on the river, it causes much damage to the levee, which had been 
made at the expense and by the labor of the inhabitants; that if, however, this tract belonged to the 
county of Point Coupee instead of the public, such would be the increased interest among the inhabitants 
to apply its avails to the keeping up the levee aforesaid as equally to protect their own plantations by 
a strong and durable levee, as well as to secure from future overflows the immense tract of public lands 
now exposed to annualinundation. The general assembly, therefore, sensibly impressed with the situation 
of the aforesaid settlement, beg leave to solicit a donation of the aforesaid tract of forty acres front, at 
the Point Coupee bend, to the county of Point Coupee, for.the use of the inhabitants thereof in maintaining 
and keeping up the aforesaid levee. : 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing memorial and this resolution be transmitted by the governor 
to each of our senators and representatives in Congress, and that they be requested to use their best 
exertions to obtain from Congress the donations solicited in the foregoing appeal. 

D. C. KERR, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
T. POYDRAS, President of the Senate. 


A true copy from the original deposited in the office of the secretary of state. 
[1.s.] J. VILLERS, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 


New Orteans, February 23, 1820. 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Louisiana in general assembly convened, 
That the senators of this State in Congress be required, and our representatives invited, to solicit the 
general government to grant to the inhabitants of the parish of Plaquemines a lot of ground measuring 
three hundred feet square, together with the brick building thereon, for the reception of a parish court 
and for the keeping of a public school in said parish; which lot of ground formed a part of the quarantine 
ground established in the said parish in the year 1818. 

A. B. ROMAN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
H. §. THIBODEAUX, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 12, 1826. 
H. JOHNSON, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
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DEFENCE OF PROCEEDINGS OF COMMISSIONERS FOR ADJUSTING LAND CLAIMS IN EAST 
FLORIDA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, BY THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC LANDS, MARCH 6, 1826. 


Wasnineton, Monday, March 6, 1826. 


Sir: Having been informed by the Hon. Joseph M. White that impressions unfavorable to the com- 
missioners of East Florida had been made by a recent publication in one of the public prints of an extract 
from a letter purporting to have been written by a gentleman travelling through Florida, and also by the 
statements of certain individuals remonstrating against the continuance of the board, I feel that it is my 
duty to make a reply to your department, and refute, so far as in my power, such illiberal imputations. The 
most important complaint seems to be that the board have, in their adjudications, permitted counsel to con- 
sume the time of the board in argument (which made it necessary to have counsel on both sides) which 
ought to have been devoted to the adjudication of the claims, and this for the purpose of prolonging as much 
as possible the existence of the board. It is true that most of the claims are advocated by professional men, 
who claim the right of being heard on such questions as might arise, either as to the evidence or the merits 
of the grants themselves. That the exercise of this right, to present the cases in the most favorable light 
to the board, may in some measure have procrastinated and delayed the progress of the commission is 
admitted; but that it was a privilege that could not be denied or withheld, and is incident to the very 
nature of those claims, must be asserted. This has been alleged as the reason why the whole of the busi- 
ness has not been concluded. 

The history of the commission since its establishment will prove that the translators employed could 
not by any industry translate more than they have done, and the proceedings of the board in no case have 
interrupted that part of their duty; that the business of investigating and probing into the secrets of 
Spanish grants, and bringing to light frauds and forgeries, would not be popular with persons interested; 
and that those who were the means of detecting.and exposing such nefarious transactions would thereby 
make to themselves enemies, will be readily admitted, and was reasonably expected; that there are cases 
of a doubtful and suspicious character, and which have been held back by the claimants in the hope that 
the business might fall into more favorable hands, is confidently believed; and hence a solicitude for a 
change was calculated on. 

Should those insinuations have weight, I conceive that it will be but justice to compare the report 
and labors of the commissioners of East Florida with tke report of other commissioners, and see how far 
they have fallen short of others for the same length of time; and further, to examine the rules and princi- 
ples which have governed them in their decisions; and, should the subject be examined according to the 
said-rules, the commissioners of East Florida feel satisfied that they will be released from such ungenerous 
imputation. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient, humble servant, 

DAVIS FLOYD, 
Member of the late Board of Land Commissioners for East Florida. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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P. S.—I regret that General Call did not file with your committee the documents to refute the imputa- 
tion of Mr. Hamilton, that I had been employed as counsel in land cases the titles of which were before 


the commissioners. 
D. F. 


Sir: It is with no small degree of embarrassment that I feel myself compelled, as a member of the 
late board of land commissioners for East Florida, to assume the responsibility of giving more in detail a 
further explanation and comment on the report recently made by them to your department; and this 
embarrassment arises chiefly from the circumstance that, owing to a slight difference of opinion among 
the members of the board, no detailed report could be framed which would meet the views of each, and 
which I considered would be sufficient to show the course pursued by them. It will be unnecessary for 
me to include in the explanations now made matter which has already been communicated in former 
reports, except when, from further examination, I may be able to shed additional light on the subject, or 
show reasons why the rules and principles laid down in the first report for the government of our adjudi- 
cations should be materially changed in their import. 

No. 1 contains a register of claims to lands not exceeding three thousand five hundred acres, which 
have been confirmed by the board, and will be found to consist of royal titles, concessions without condi- 
tions, concessions with conditions annexed, and orders of survey. A royal title is the highest title known 
by any law, usage, or principle existing in the province of East Florida, It was designed to convey the 
fee simple to the grantee; was usually made by the acting governors of the province in the name of the 
King; contained the usual words of perpetuity, and generally had the metes and bounds specially set 
forth; and, although it is believed there are a few exceptions, yet this title may be said to be answerable 
to the patent issued by our government. A concession without a condition seems to differ from a royal 
title only in this: most of the royal titles have the metes and bounds designated, while the concession 
has seldom any identity other than that the grantee is entitled to the quantity of land named in the con- 
cession, which is conceded in absolute property; but when properly surveyed and certified, the concession 
was perfected by the royal title. In concessions with conditions it was always expected by the Spanish 
authorities that the grantee would comply with them, and not until then could he obtain a royal title; yet, 
in the proof of conditions performed, it is believed that they were never very rigorous. Orders of survey 
were generally predicated upon concessions previously granted, yet a few have come before the board that 
were not, but were made by the deputy governor (as he states in his testimony) under a verbal order 
from the governor. In no case, however, has the quantity, when confirmed, exceeded six hundred and 


forty acres, and not then until the claimant proved that he had been in the actual possession and cultivation , 


of the land at and previous to February 27, 1819. In deciding on the cases comprised under the above 
heads, the board has in all cases of royal titles and concessions without condition, when the documents 
relating to them were found among the archives of the country, and nothing in behalf of the United States 
could be alleged against them, and when the quantity did not exceed one thousand acres, considered 
itself bound to grant certificates of confirmation to the claimants; and in all cases over one thousand and 
not exceeding three thousand five hundred acres, when the party, in addition to the above, proved that he 
was in the actual possession and cultivation of the land at the time of the cession of Florida to the United 
States, the board likewise considers itself bound to grant a certificate of confirmation to the claimant; 
and also, in addition to the above, in the case of a concession with conditions, when the claimant proved 
that the conditions had been substantially performed. 

No. 2 contains a register of claims not exceeding three thousand five hundred acres, which, although 
found to be valid Spanish grants, have not been confirmed for want of proof of actual possession and 
cultivation at the time of the late cession. They will be found to consist of toyal titles, &c., as in No, 1. 

No. 3 contains a register of claims over three thousand five hundred acres, which have been found 
among the public archives of the country, and have been ascertained by the commissioners to be valid 
Spanish grants, and have been reported to Congress for confirmation. In reporting these cases, it is 
necessary to state that the commissioners, although this subject has occupied their continued and special 
examination, have been unable to arrive at any conclusion calculated to alter the rules laid down in their 
former report, by which their adjudications had been regulated and governed. From the most correct 
information which we have received, it is believed that rules and regulations for the granting of lands 
different from those in other Spanish provinces were established in East Florida. In East Florida the gover- 
nors seem to have exercised a discretionary power in granting away the public land for various purposes, 
and to all such as applied to them for it; and the commissioners of East Florida have been much perplexed 
in endeavoring to find out the limits of their authority on this subject, but hitherto their researches and 
endeavors have been fruitless and in vain. That the governors have uniformly exercised a discretionary 
power is clearly to be inferred from their acts. The first governor after the cession of the province to 
Spain by Great Britain in 1783 made no grants for land, or but few, and those only for small quantities; 
the one who succeeded him, Governor Quesada, established and published rules and regulations for the 
distribution of the public lands, one of which was the appointment of a commissioner, who, with the 
assistance of a surveyor, was specially intrusted with the distribution of public lands. This they did in 
the following proportions: to the head of each family one hundred acres, and to other members of the 
family, whether of either sex, white or black, fifty acres; yet, notwithstanding, we find Governor Quesada 
making grants in violation of those rules. Governor White, the successor of Quesada, established different 
rules and regulations, reduced the quantity allowed to the heads and other members of the family, and 
added the condition of ten years’ possession before the party was entitled to a royal title; he is also found 
to depart, in some cases, from the rules laid down by himself, and likewise by Governor Quesada. There 
is also a distinguishing peculiarity in the phraseology of the royal titles, for they invariably recite a right 
in the governors to grant the land, from which it is clearly to be inferred that the governors considered 
themselves entitled to and did exercise a discretionary power of granting the public land to such as made 
application for it, and in such quantities as they conceived tended most to the advancement of the 
population and improvement of the country. An examination of the correspondence between the King 
and the intendants shows that the latter were particularly charged, especially in East Florida, to promote 
the population and improvement of the provinces under their charge, by all the prudential means in their 
power. 'T'o this avowed end and purpose we find all the governors giving grants of land for agriculture, 
for pasture, for grist and saw-mills, for tanneries, aud finally, for losses and military services, each of 
which seem to come within the scope of their discretionary powers; and I think (with a few exceptions) 
that, until about the year 1814, they may be considered to have been regulated by a sound discretion, 
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bounded by reason and justice. About the year 1814, either from the expectation that the country would 
in a short time be transferred to the United States, or from some other cause unknown, the governors of 
Florida lost sight of those great leading objects and principles of their sovereign, and were apparently 
regulated only by a wish to satisfy the avarice of all who applied to them for lands. There is one rule 
which it is considered it would not be unreasonable to apply in the adjustment of those claims; it is, that 
where an application was made for a grant of land as a remuneration for merit>»rious services, or other 
object embraced in the general policy of the government, and the grant was made accordingly, and the 
same individual made a second application for remuneration for the same services, which was also conceded 
that it is but just to consider that the first was full and ample unless otherwise expressed in the grant 
itself; and that the subsequent grant was an assumption of power not warranted by the laws and usages 
nor the policy of the Spanish government. The commissioners have not considered themselves authorized 
to do more than prepare the cases in such manner as to enable Congress to come at the merits of the 
claims; indeed, it would seem too much like arrogance in them to point out rules to govern Congress, 
when their limited means of information are considered. 

No. 4 contains a register of claims under the donation act of 1824, not exceeding six hundred and 
forty acres, which have been confirmed by the board upon satisfactory proof that the claimant was twenty- 
one years of age, the head of a family, and had never received from the British or Spanish governments 
any written evidence of a title to land, and was actually settled on and cultivated the same at and previous 
to February 27, 1819. 

No. 5 contains the register of claims under the aforesaid act, which have been reported to Congress 
on the ground that the settlement was made between February 27, 1819, and July 17, 1821, the time of 
the change of governments. 

No. 6 contains the register of claims derived from the Spanish government by written evidence, 
which have been ascertained to be valid Spanish grants, and have been reported to Congress on the ground 
that they were undefined in quantity. 

No. T contains the register of claims not exceeding three thousand five hundred acres, founded on 
British grants, which have been confirmed by the board as valid on proof of their recognition by the late 
Spanish authorities, and of cases over one thousand where actual possession and cultivation has been 
shown. 

No. 8 contains a register of town lots and out-lots founded on actual possession and occupation previous 
to February 22, 1819, and were confirmed upon proof that the claimants were in actual possession at and 
previous to the day and year aforesaid, by and with consent of the Spanish government. 

No. 9 contains a register of a class of cases differently situated from all the foregoing, and hence 
entitled to different rules in their adjudication. Those contained in the foregoing numbers were regularly 
filed in the proper office, and were entitled to all the legal presumption in their favor which applies to 
records in our government; these grants were found in the possession of the claimants, while no trace 
could be found of their existence in the archives of the country, which circumstance, coupled with the 
notoriously bad character of the officer whose name and official certificate they all bear, cast a shade of 
suspicion over them, which applies to all those similarly situated. The board of commissioners, in 
adjudicating upon them, have required the claimant to prove the execution of them and to account for 
their not being among the archives of the country, although in many cases the proof is pretty positive; 
yet, from the situation and circumstances of the numerous cases of a similar character, it has not been of 
that description which is calculated to make an impression on the mind of the fact sworn to. The 
witnesses, although by the rules of evidence they are perfectly competent, yet, from their interest in the 
principle sought to be established, and on other grants of a like character, their credibility is much 
lessened. The board has considered itself justified, nay, bound by a sense of duty, to relax in some cases 
the rules of evidence; otherwise, many frauds and forgeries would remain undetected. That there are 
cases of that description is not to be doubted, but it will be found by the existing rules of evidence in 
courts of law, to be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to detect them. The board has used all the 
means in its power without as yet being able to report on any but a few. Indeed, such has been the 
reluctance in submitting these cases, the board was unable to pass an act upon them from an alleged 
ability and intention of the parties to remove the suspicion entertained of their validity. That many of 
the grants which have been withheld by the parties for the purpose of producing additional testimony are 
good and valid I would not be willing to deny, but that others are shrouded in doubt and suspicion I feel 
bound to assert. The commissioners, in reporting a grant as a valid Spanish grant and recommending it 
for confirmation, do not wish to be understood as intimating to what extent it ought to be confirmed; the 
known ability of the land committee and their superior knowledge of the various laws relative to the 
distribution of public lands in all the provinces of North America, together with the distinguished liberality 
of Congress, forbid it. 

The circumstance of the board having been at all times pressed with business for its decision will 
afford a reason why many of the more important cases were not, by some coercive measure of the board, 
brought forward and determined. We conceived it just to give a reasonable time for preparing tes- 
timony, &c. 

I would remark, further, that from reports which were circulating in the country, and from the 
instructions received from the President, we have been extremely cautious in passing on any grant until, 
on the part of the United States, every kind of examination had been made, not only of the original records 
and papers in the office, but even to inquire of the old inhabitants whether they knew of any circumstance 
which went to impeach the particular grant named. This duty devolved on the district attorney; and in 
no case whatever has the board finally passed on it until answered by that officer that he had nothing, or 
nothing further, to allege on the part of the United States. 

It will be found by an examination of the cases reported, that to each is an opinion, stating, as 
concisely as practicable, the facts relating to it, and the deductions drawn from them. ‘This course was 
thought better than to arrange any large number of claims together, and give an opinion embracing all, 
as, although similar to a certain extent, not so much so as to justify it. It is also a source of some 
mortification to me to understand that our reports are considered too voluminous. The act organizing the 
board requires the commissioners to appoint a secretary, whose duty it shall be to record, in a book for 
the purpose, the deraignment of title, and also the proceedings of the board, and at particular periods to 
transmit copies to the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, to be by him laid before Congress. This, we 
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humbly conceive, is all that we have done; and if that is too much, we regret that we had not been sooner 
informed of our error. It proceeded from a mistake in judging of the provisions of the act. 

For the royal orders, rules, and regulations, and more detailed comment upon each, see report No. 1 
of our board, made to the sessions of 1823 and 1824.—(See No. 413.) 

All which is respectfully submitted, &c. 
DAVIS FLOYD. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu. 
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APPLICATION FOR FURTHER RELIEF TO PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS BY ADMITTING 
THE RETENTION OF A PORTION OF THE LAND. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 7, 1826. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the resolution of February 9, 
1826, directing ‘“‘ an inquiry into the expediency of authorizing by law the legal holder of any certificate 
of further credit for the public lands to relinquish, by legal subdivisions to the United States, either 
by an east and west or by a north and south line, as may best suit the holder of any certificate as afore- 
said, and also into the expediency of authorizing the holder of any certificate of further credit to 
relinquish, by a legal subdivision as aforesaid, any number of acres not less than one-fourth of a 


quarter section,” reported: 


That as early as the year 1796 the foundation of the present land system was established; that the 
acts of Congress of 1800 and 1804 were but modifications and improvements on the foundations of the 
act of 1796; all the laws that have been passed by Congress, from the origin of the plan to the present 
day, having relation to the surveying and disposal of the public lands, have only been to remedy defects 
discovered by experience in the operations of the system. A general uniformity in the manner of sur- 
veying and subdividing the public lands, as also in the mode of disposing of them, has always been in the 
view of Congress in every regulation on the subject. All the public surveying has been done, and all sub- 
divisions of tracts made, to conform to the general system of surveying in squares. All the land offices 
created for the disposal of the public lands have been put into operation, and all sales and surrenders made 
have been in conformity to this admirable plan. All the maps and plans of the public lands are, so far as 
surveying has been done, made out with reference to this division by squares. The committee think that 
a large proportion of the purchasers of the public lands, for whose benefit the act of March 2, 1821, and 
the several acts extending and amending its provisions, was passed, have profited by those laws and 
obtained relief; and although the committee are prepared to extend to others, who have not availed them- 
selves of those laws, further time to do so, yet the committee do not think it necessary to afford that relief, 
to change the whole land system of the Union, and introduce a new principle in reference to surveys that 
would not only be productive of additional expense to the public, but be the source of endless confusion 
in all the land department, from the General Land Office down to the most subordinate agent. 


The committee therefore present the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be discharged from the further consideration of the 


subject. 
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TO VEST THE FEE SIMPLE IN SCHOOL LANDS IN INDIANA IN THE TRUSTEES APPOINTED 
BY THE LEGISLATURE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 7, 1826. 


Mr. Jenniyes, of Indiana, from the Committee on Public Lands, instructed by a resolution of the House, of 
the 27th January, to inquire into the expediency of vesting the fee simple of the lands set apart for 
the use of schools in the Illinois grant in the trustees appointed, or who may hereafter be appointed, 
under the direction of the legislature of the State of Indiana, and their successors in office, reported: 


That, by the act of Congress enabling the people of the Territory of Indiana to form a constitution and 
State government, approved April 19, 1816, the United States became bounded by compact to the State of 
Indiana, upon the admission of said State into the Union, where the sections numbered sixteen in each 
township had “been sold, granted, or disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, and most contiguous 
to the same, should be granted to the inhabitants of such township four the use of schools.” 

That, in pursuance of such compact, an act of Congress was passed entitled “An act authorizing the 
location of certain school lands in the State of Indiana,” approved May 7, 1822, by the provisions of which 
the register of the land office at Brookville was authorized to select school lands within the sail district 
equivalent to the one thirty-sixth part of the reservation, commonly called Clark’s grant, for the use of 
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schools within the same. The selection and location of said lands have been made in conformity to the 
provisions of the act aforesaid; but their relative situation in reference to Clark’s grant is too remote to 
render it practicable for the inhabitants of said grant, for whose use those lands have been set apart, to 
preserve them from waste, or to avail themselves of such use without incurring considerable expense and 
ultimate losses. The committee therefore report a bill. 
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AUTHORITY TO MICHIGAN TO LEASE SCHOOL LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 10, 1826. 


Mr. Vinton, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the resolution of January 25, 1826, 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of granting to the legislative council of the Territory of 
Michigan, (agreeably to their memorial of November 23, 1824,) an authority to lease the school sections 
in each township in said Territory, and to make such other regulations as will prevent waste and 
render them productive, reported: 


That the importance of these grants to new settlements, where the lands can be made immediately pro- 
ductive, and the proceeds applied to the support of schools, is so obvious, the earliest measures should be 
taken to give effect to the design of the government in making these appropriations. 

The committee are informed that several sections of these lands in the Michigan Territory are already 
under a state of improvement; but, as no authority is vested in the local government to lease them, and 
appropriate the proceeds for the benefit of schools, the object for which they were designed is not only for 
the time being defeated, but the land is impoverished, and every year rendered less valuable by occupants 
over whom the local authorities have no control. Strong doubts, however, are entertained of the propriety 
of authorizing a territorial legislature to grant leases for a term of time beyond which the territorial 
government will probably exist. And in conferring the authority asked for upon the legislative council 
of Michigan, it is believed that it should be done with a limitation to a short period of time, and have fixed 
upon the term of four years. 

The committee therefore beg leave to accompany their report by a bill to that effect. 
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CORRECTION OF AN ERROR MADE AT THE LAND OFFICE AT CINCINNATI. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 14, 1826. 


Mr. Test, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Jacob 
Hampton, reported: 


That they have given to the petition and the documents exhibited to them such consideration as they 
merit. The petitioner sets forth that in 1816 he purchased the fractional section No. 7, in township No. 
14, and range 1 west, which called for 334.50 acres, at two dollars per acre; that previous to the purchase 
he had viewed the premises, and was under an impression that it contained something more; that, when 
they went to make the entry, they suggested to the register of the land office at Céncinnati, where they 
made the entry, that they thought there was more land in the fraction than 334.50, and that if there was 
he should not be able to pay it out of the office, as he had no more money than would pay for that quantity. 
The register assured them there was no more; but, for fear there was some mistake about it, they required 
him to search a second time, which he did, and told them he need not fear to buy it, for if there should be 
more, it would not justify them in being at the expense of resurveying it to correct the mistake; whereupon 
he concluded, and did purchase the said fraction, and paid the full amount thereof, and got a final receipt 
of the register, and sent on for his patent, which issued accordingly; that when it came to Cincinnati the 
register refused to give it up to him until he paid for the balance of the land, which he stated to be a very 
considerable sum of money; that they did not receive the patent at Cincinnati till sometime in June, 1824; 
that in the meantime, from his entering the land until the patent issued, being necessitated to do so, he 
sold all the land but 105 acres (which he conveyed by deed of gift) at so low a rate (supposing there 
could be no further demands on him concerning it) that he did not receive for the whole, including the 105 
acres conveyed as above, the original purchase money and the interest thereon; that he has given his 
obligations to make titles in fee simple for the whole, which he is unable to do for the want of the patent; 
that if the mistake had been made known to him before he disposed of the land in the manner he did, or 
within five years after he made his entry, he could have made out to pay the balance in some way or other, 
but that it is now entirely out of his power to do so, and that he is placed in very embarrassed circum- 
stances in consequence of haying made sale of the land. Wherefore, he prays that he may be enabled 
to retain the land, and receive his patent by paying for the land one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre 
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the present minimum price. Your committee, from evidence submitted to them, are satisfied of the truth 
of the statements made in the petition, and that the petitioner ought to have relief. 

It appears by the affidavit of Andrew Hampton, who entered the land for him, that the mistake 
originated with the register of the land office at Cincinnati, and after a caution by the affiant, and on a 
second examination by the register; that the petitioner acted fairly and honestly in the whole transaction. 
It further appears by the letter of the Commissioner of the General Land Office that the petitioner has 
paid up the full amount for the fraction according to the representation made to him, and that a patent has 
issued to him for the land. It appears from the same letter pet the number of acres actually paid for 
by the petitioner was 3344; that the quantity contained in theTraction is 525.84. Calculating these 334} 
acres at two dollars per acre, and the quantity ultimately discovered to be contained in it at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, it will appear that he has overpaid for the whole eleven dollars and eighty- 
five cents. Wherefore, your committee report a bill for his relief. 
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CLAIM FOR INDEMNITY FOR LOSS OCCASIONED BY DEFECT OF TITLE TO LAND IN THE 
VIRGINIA MILITARY RESERVE DERIVED FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 14, 1826. 


Mr. Camppett, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Joseph Miller, reported: 


The petitioner states that Justus Miller, deceased, in his lifetime, purchased of Seymour Powell 
seven hundred and eighty-nine acres of land lying in the Virginia military district, in the State of Ohio, 
for a valuable consideration; that, by a decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, the heirs of 
the said decedent, of whom the petitioner is one, have been deprived of the said tract of land: Wherefore, 
Congress is solicited for relief. 

The committee find in 7 Wheaton a report of the decision alluded to, the style of which is Miller and 
others vs. Kerr and others. It appears that, through mistake, a warrant for 2,6632 acres issued to 
Seymour Powell, as heir-at-law of Thomas Powell, for services rendered in the Virginia continental line, 
when it should have been for services performed in the State line; that, July 10, 1800, Justus Miller 
purchased seven hundred and eighty-nine acres of land, covered by a part of this warrant, received an 
assignment of the plat and certificate, and, in February, 1808, obtained a patent. The same land was 
entered by John Neville in May, 1806, in virtue of a warrant granted for services in the Virginia conti- 
nental line, and was patented to his heirs April 30,1807. Neville’s heirs, having the elder patent, 
instituted an action of ejectment against Miller’s heirs, who, supposing themselves possessed of the 
earlier and better equitable title, filed their bill to stay the proceedings at law, and to compel the defendants 
to convey. 

The question presented by the facts for the consideration of the Supreme Court was, @hall a prior 
entry and survey on a warrant issued through mistake prevail over a senior patent? Their answer is in 
the negative. Judge Todd, however, who rendered the opinion of the court, declares the case on the part 
of the plaintiffs a hard one, and that “they have strong claims on the liberality and justice of the United 
States, or of Virginia.” 

The committee will remark that the State of Virginia, in ceding to the United States the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, reserved that portion of it which is situated between the Little Miami and 
Scioto rivers to satisfy the holders of warrants which emanated for services performed in the Virginia 
line on continental establishment. By the act of cession the general government acquired the fee simple 
as a trustee, and became bound to prescribe, by legislative provisions, the manner of making grants. 
This was done in due time. 

With this view of the facts, and in full conviction of the justness of the decision of the case by the 
Supreme Court, the committee are unable to discover any obligation on the general government to grant 
the relief sought by the petitioner. Therefore, the following resolution is recommended: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. 
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CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI DERIVED FROM THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 14, 1826. 


GeneraL Lanp Orricr, March 11, 1826. 


Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith, for the consideration of Congress, a copy of the evidence 
taken, and of the decision of the register and receiver of the land office at Jackson Court-house, in the 
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State of Mississippi, in relation to the claim of Woodson Wren, in pursuance of the requisitions of the 
act of Congress passed March 3, 1823, entitled “ An act for the relief of Woodson Wren.” 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon J. C. Catuoun, Vice President, and President of the Senate of the United States. 





% 
Report on the claim of Woodson Wren. 


Lanp Orrice at Jackson C. H., Miss., July 12, 1823. 


The register and receiver of the land office for the district of Jackson Court-house, Mississippi, to whom 
the claim of Woodson Wren to a tract of land situated on the east side of the bay of Biloxi, between 
Belle Fountain Point and the Old French fort, claimed by virtue of a purchase from Littlepage 
Robertson, has been referred by the act of Congress entitled “An act for the relief of Woodson 
Wren,” approved the -—— day of , 1823, report: 

That they have taken into consideration the documents of claim submitted to them by the claimant, 
Woodson Wren, which consist of—Ist. A permission of settlement granted by Don Henry Grimarest, civil 
and military governor of the town of Mobile and its jurisdiction, to Littlepage Robertson, as a settler on the 
lands he occupied at the bay of Biloxi, dated at Mobile, June 9, 1782; 2d, a deed of conveyance from Little- 
page Robertson to Woodson Wren of a tract of land lying on the east side, on the bay of Biloxi, claimed 
under a Spanish grant or requéte from Don Henry Grimarest, the Spanish commandant at Mobile, dated 
in the year 1812, regularly and duly authenticated under the act of Congress in such cases; 3d, the 
affidavits of Pierre Carco and Susan Fayer, taken before Willoughby Barton, register of this office, August 
8, 1820, proving that Littlepage Robertson settled with his family on the place now claimed by Woodson 
Wren, situated on the northeast side of the bay of Biloxi, adjoining View Fort, about two or three years 
after the capture and occupation of Mobile by the Spaniards, and that the said Littlepage Robertson 
continued to inhabit and cultivate the said place for many years, until he raised his children to manhood. 





REMARKS. 


The ordinary conditions on which gratuitous concessions of lands were made by the Spanish authorities 
of Louisiana were, that the settler should commence his establishment within the peremptory term of one 
year, the concession to be held null if, at the expiration of the precise period of three years, he had not 
contemplated his establishment by putting under cultivation ten arpents in every hundred, &c., and made 
the regular barrancas, or levees, bridges, &c. A substantial compliance with these conditions, however, 
seems only to have been required—the usages and customs of the province; the title in form being granted, 
as a matter of course, after three consecutive years inhabitation and cultivation. 

The concession or permission of settlement in question contains no special condition by which the 
claim may be excepted from the operation of the general regulations of the Spanish government for the 
allotment of lands; and a substantial performance of the usual conditions of inhabitation and cultivation, 
according to the regulations, having been established by the evidence of the witnesses, Pierre Carco and 
Susan Fayar, we are therefore of opinion that the claim aforesaid of Woodson Wren, under Littlepage 
Robertson, is valid, agreeably to the laws, usages, and customs of the Spanish government, and that the 
same ought to be confirmed by the United States for a quantity not exceeding eight hundred arpents. 

. W. BARTON, Register. 
G. B. DAMERON, Receiver. 

Joun McLean, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington. 





Lanp Orrice, Jackson C. H., Mississippi, July 12, 1823. 


Sm: We have the honor to transmit herewith a report on the claim of Woodson Wren, under Little- 
page Robertson, prepared in obedience to the requisition of an act of Congress passed the last session 
entitled “ An act for the relief of Woodson Wren.” 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servants, 
W. BARTON, Register. 
G. B. DAMERON, Receiver. 

JouN McLean, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington. 





Lanp Orrice, District of Jackson C. H., Miss., Augusta, September 8, 1824. 


I, George B. Dameron, receiver of public moneys at Jackson Court-house, Mississippi, do hereby certify 
the foregoing is a correct transcript of the report of the register and receiver in relation to the claim of 
Woodson Wren, made in obedience to an act of Congress entitled “An act for the relief of Woodson 
Wren,” approved the — day of , 1824. 

G. B. DAMERON. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN THE ST. HELENA LAND DISTRICT, IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 17, 1826. 


Mr. Wurrrte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the report of the register and 
receiver of St. Helena on land claims in that district, with the supplement thereto, reported: 


On April 25, 1812, Congress passed an act “for ascertaining the titles and claims to lands in that 
art of Louisiana which lies east of the river Mississippi and island of New Orleans.” By this act it is 
rovided that the country between the Mississippi river and island of New Orleans and the Perdido shall 

be divided into two land districts, the dividing line between which is the Pearl river. For each of these 

districts a commissioner is to be appointed, whose duty it is made to receive from those claiming lands in 

said districts all grants, orders of survey, or other evidence of claim whatsoever, derived from the French, 

British, or Spanish governments, and to record the same in a book of records to be by them kept for the 

urpose. 

The commissioners provided for by this act are vested with a general power to inquire into and decide 

* upon the justice and validity of the claims filed with them. The act further provides for the classification 
and report of the claims filed under it to Congress for their revision and confirmation. 

By the act of April 18, 1814, the time for filing titles and claims under the former act is extended to 
the first day of November then next. 

The commissioners reported, under the provisions of the foregoing acts of Congress, such claims and 
titles filed with them as they judged entitled to confirmation by the government of the United States. 

By the act of March 3, 1819, Congress confirmed all the titles and claims reported by the commis- 
sioners of the land districts east of the river Mississippi and island of New Orleans which depended upon 
the following principles, viz: 

Ist. All complete grants from the Spanish government which were by the commissioners deemed 
“valid, agreeably to the laws, usages, and customs of the said government.” 

2d. All claims founded on British grants, made while the Floridas were held by Great Britain, which 
had been sold and conveyed according to the provisions of the treaty of peace between Great Britain and 
Spain, September 3, 1788, or which were settled and cultivated by persons having legal title at the date 
of said treaty. 

3d. All claims founded on orders of survey, requéte, permission to settle, or any written evidence of 
claim derived from the Spanish authorities, which originated prior to December 20, 1803, where the land 
claimed was inhabited and cultivated on or before that day. In this class of claims, where the plat and 
certificate of survey, made prior to April 15, 1813, under the authority of the Spanish government, had 
not been filed with the commissioners at the date of the act, the quantity cf land confirmed to one 
individual was restricted to 1,280 acres. 

4th. All other claims to lands comprised in the reports of the commissioners which, in their opinion, 
ought to be confirmed, were confirmed as donations, but were restricted in quantity to 1,280 acres to an 
individual claimant. 

5th. Persons who inhabited and cultivated lands, and who had no written evidence of claim, where 
habitation and cultivation were proved to have commenced on or before April 15, 1813, were granted a 
donation of 640 acres, if no other tract had been confirmed to them in either of the foregoing classes. 

On May 8, 1822, Congress passed an act confirming to claimants, in the town of Mobile, certain lots, 
upon the same principles and under the same restrictions as are contained in the act of March 3, 1819, 
except as to quantity. On the same day Congress passed an act confirming to claimants to lands east of 
the island of New Orleans their titles and claims, under the same restrictions and upon the same principles 
as those contained in the act of March 3, 1819, in cases where the commissioners had made favorable 
reports upon such claims and titles. : 

On May 26, 1824, an act was passed giving to claimants further time (until the-first day of January then 
next) to file their claims with the register and receiver, and to said officers to report upon further claims 
thus filed, under the restrictions and limitations of the act of March 3, 1819. 

The register and receiver, under the authority of this act, have reported sundry claims, which they 
have classified according to the provisions of the act of March 3, 1819. 

In some of these classes claims are reported which do not come within the provisions of the several 
acts which have been previously passed by Congress relating to land titles east of the river Mississippi 
and island of New Orleans, but the register and receiver have recommended confirmations of titles only 
to the extent that they were authorized by the act of March 3, 1819. 

The committee being of opinion that the former legislation of Congress relative to land titles in this 
district of country has been sufficiently liberal, and such as justice and equity required, have reported a 
bill to confirm the titles and claims reported by the register and receiver of St. Helena land district, so 
far as they come within the purview of the act of March 3, 1819, and the several other acts relating to 
the same subject. 
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TO PROVIDE AGAINST FRAUDS IN THE RESALE OF RELINQUISHED LANDS, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 17, 1826. 


Treasury Department, March 15, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 8th instant, directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report to the House any information in the possession of the department 
evincing the propriety of legislative enactment to guard the public interest against the fraudulent prac. 
tices of combinations of individuals in the resale of relinquished land, and whether, in his opinion, the 
interest of the purchasers of public land, and the interest of the government, will not be greatly promoted 
by enacting some provision which will extend to the person, or his legal representative, the right of 
repurchase in the land he may have relinquished at a certain proportion of the price for which it was 
originally sold, I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter, dated the 14th instant, from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, with the extract of a communication, to which it refers, from the 
register and receiver of the land office at St. Stephen’s, in Alabama, and the copy of a letter from Mr, 
Owen, of Alabama, and to express my concurrence in the views presented by the Commissioner upon the 
subject of the resolution. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





GenerRAL Lanp Orrice, March 14, 1826. 


Sir: The resolution of the House of Representatives of the 8th instant having been referred to this 
office, it is herewith returned, together with an extract of a letter from the register and receiver of the 
land office at St. Stephen’s, which shows the nature, object, and effects of the combinations which are 
formed by individuals to purchase up the public lands at public sales. 

These combinations take place, for the most part, at the sales of lands that are valuable from their 
situation, or from the improvements that have been made upon them by settlers. It appears that the sale 
of the town lots at the Big Spring, in the Huntsville district, was postponed in consequence of such a com- 
bination of individuals; and at the sale in the Choctaw land district of the lands situated in the county of 
Monroe, which lands had been settled previous to the sale, one of the officers states the speculators had 
received as much money at the sale as the United States had. 

The relinquished lands which were offered for sale at St. Stephen’s and at Cahaba sold in but few 
instances for more than the minimum price, although much of this land was originally purchased at very 
high prices. It is understood that this was, in a great measure, occasioned by combinations of indi- 
viduals, and it is apprehended that similar combinations will prevent the relinquished lands, which are 
advertised for sale in May and June next, at Huntsville, from yielding to the treasury the amount which, 
from their real value, they ought to sell for. 

The relinquished lands which are now subject to sale are lands that were originally purchased at a 
high price, and the real value of which has been increased by the progress of population and by improve- 
ments made upon them. It is this value, compared with the minimum price at which they are subject to 
be sold at public sale, that is the foundation of all the combinations of individuals, by which they obtain 
from the settlers the difference between that value and the minimum price. 

I am therefore of opinion that the most effectual enactments to guard against such combinations, and 
to give to the persons who relinquished the land an opportunity to repurchase those improved by them at 
a fair and reasonable price, would be to increase the minimum price at which the lands that have been 
relinquished should be sold at public sale, and to permit the persons who relinquished to enter the lands 
relinquished by them within a given time, at such given graduated prices, being a fixed percentage upon 
the prices originally given, as Congress in their wisdom may deem proper; and I would recommend that 
such graduated prices be established as the minimum price at which the relinquished lands should be 
sold at public sale, provided no relinquished lands should be sold at private or public sale for less than 
two dollars per acre. 

As it relates to the lands that have been relinquished, the enactment of the foregoing provisions 
would be essentially beneficial to the government, and they would effectually prevent the combinations 
complained of; but as the adoption of them may materially affect the operation of any act that may be 
passed for the further relief of the purchasers of the public lands, and may induce individuals to relinquish 
lands which they otherwise would not, it would be advisable to guard against such relinquishments by 
declaring that lands hereafter relinquished should not be subject to entry by the party relinquishing 
previous to public sale, and that they should be sold at public sale on the terms and conditions provided 
by the act for lands heretofore relinquished. 

It may be proper to add that the lands relinquished in the Huntsville land district, amounting to four 
hundred and sixteen thousand three hundred and fifty-six and twenty-one hundredths acres, which sold 
originally for $3,147,232 15, are proclaimed for sale in the months of May and June next, and that, if any 
provision is made in relation to the sale‘of the relinquished lands, it is desirable that it should be made in 
time to postpone the sale of these lands. 

I enclose a letter from Mr. Owen relating to the subject of the resolution. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury 
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Lanp Orrice, St. Stephen’s, May 2, 1819. 


It would not be proper to omit noticing the prevalence of a system of combination at the public sales, 
which it rests with the government either to counteract or permit. 

Its extent in point of numbers, influence, and capital, put it beyond the ordinary control of the 
superintendents. From its success it may be probably continued at future sales here and elsewhere. 

The principles on which it was formed will therefore be proper to be mentioned. By the exertions of 
a few speculating gentlemen, a coalition was formed with all the men of any tolerable capital, and who 
were disposed to purchase lands, Each deposited a given sum, and became pledged to act in concert; a 
few were appointed to manage the funds, and, in this manner, competition was, in a considerable degree, 
silenced. Many of the lands were, in consequence, purchased at low rates, and, after several townships 
were offered, public resales were held by this association, attended with the gain of considerable profit. 
In a few instances a conflict between this company and actual settlers has produced the government 
extraordinary prices; this has resulted in the compromises in subsequent instances. This combination 
had been formed, and was in operation, several days before it was discovered by the superintendents. 
No mode of resisting its effects were in their power, but exercising their private right of bidding up for the 
lands. Where the prices were known to be greatly inadequate, this was exercised, in some cases, by the 


superintendents. 
ISRAEL PICKENS, Register. 
WILLIAM CRAWFORD, Receiver. 


JostaH Metres, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Treasury Department, July 31, 1820. 


Sir: Iam this day authorized by the President to request that you will instruct the registers and 
receivers of the land offices, especially in the State of Alabama, whenever they perceive that combina- 
tions are formed and acted upon to prevent a competition, that they are authorized to bid a reasonable 
price for the tracts as they are set up, according to the information they have in their possession, and if 
no higher bid is offered to declare that the tract is reserved from sale. In the exercise of this power it is 
expected that they will not bid the value of the land, and always cease the competition on their part 


when it exists among the bidders. 
In this manner the necessity which has, in several instances, been supposed to exist of postponing 


the sales generally will probably be avoided. 
The single fact that the land does not sell at its supposed value is not sufficient to justify the exercise 


of the authority intended to be given. A combination to prevent competition at the sales for the benefit 
of those associated must exist. The combination may, however, be inferred from the general absence of 
competition and other concurrent circumstances, of which the register and receiver will judge. 


I remain with respect, &c., 
WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Jostan Mees, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Nore.—Instructions were issued to land officers August 2, 1820. 
. 





Wasuineton, January 2, 1826. 


Sm: From the conversation we had some days ago relative to the future sales of our relinquished 
and forfeited lands, I am induced to communicate to you more fully my ideas upon that, fo us, all-important 
subject. The more reflection I bestow upon it the more strongly I am convinced that the two important 
objects that should be regarded in all legislation on this subject will be more completely attained—that 
is, to secure the revenue arising from this source to the government, and, at the same time, preserve the 
interests of that most important and valuable class of our citizens—the planters or purchasers who seek 
land for actual settlement. 

I will not say that*the modes heretofore pursued were unjust, but that they did operate hardly upon 
this class of our people all readily admit; and that, too, when no relative increase was added to our 
revenue. The systems of speculation which have and which will ever exist under the present policy were 
destructive to the honest planter when the receipts into the treasury were not increased. Such has been 
their systematic organization that the minimum was received by the government when the planters had 
to give fourfold that amount for their lands. This, so far from its being the policy of the government to 
encourage, should by all means be provided against. 

The plan I propose is based upon the principle that the lands rejinquished or forfeited have, in every 
instance, sold for more than their value. This was from causes now well known, and gave rise to the 
policy of extinguishing the land debt—a policy, by experience, proved to be beneficial towards our fiscal 
operations and productive of great good to the people. 

I therefore take the liberty respectfully to submit to your consideration the propriety of recommending 
to Congress the adoption of the following system for the future disposal of relinquished and forfeited 
lands—that is, to graduate their prices, conforming to the original price at which the person who has 
relinquished or forfeited may have the right of preference in purchasing. Thus, to exemplify my idea, 
when lands have been sold at twenty dollars or more, the right of purchasing at private sale at the sum 
of ten dollars per acre; when it has sold at ten dollars, and not more than twenty, the right of purchasing, 
in like manner, at five dollars per acre; when it has been sold at five dollars, and not exceeding ten, 
at two dollars and fifty cents per acre; and when it has been sold at two dollars and fifty cents, and not 
exceeding five, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. This graduation has been taken to explain 
the system. Any other, making it more minute or extensive in detail, if deemed proper, can be taken; 
but that something upon this system can be advantageously done, as well to the public treasury as to the 
individuals, I am well convinced. To avoid competition, and the painful solicitude therewith connected, 
the advancement of the minimums stipulated would be invited. That great benefit would result to this 
class of people will be admitted, and that no diminution in the receipts at your land offices would be the 
consequence I am also well convinced; for the system, as before mentioned, adopted by speculators, at 
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the same time that they oppress and ruin the actual settler, prevents the fair competition which would 
result beneficially to government. They cause the lands to be sold at the minimum; these bring from the 
occupant an advance with which they enrich themselves. 

The plan I propose would give you a fair value for the public lands; your offices would be at all 
times open; the extra expenses attending a public sale would be greatly diminished; the amounts received 
in your offices would be increased instead of lessened; the price paid for the lands by the purchaser would 
go into your treasury and not into the hands of men combined and associated together to extort from the 
planter the means of his subsistence. 

This system I am well satisfied will meet the views of our administration, when we, with grateful 
feeling, acknowledge the kind notice taken of our situation in recommending a continuance of our relief 
cr I hope you will view it as I have, and express your assent to its adoption for a limited time 
at least. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. OWEN. 

GrorcEe Granam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


P. S.—You will oblige me by favoring me at an early day with your views upon this subject. 
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REDEMPTION OF LANDS SOLD FOR TAXES IN THE TERRITORIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 20, 1826. 


Mr. Srrone, from the Committee on the Territories, to whom was referred the resolution of December 28, 1825, 
instructing them “to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that sales of land for the 
non-payment of taxes laid thereon by authority of the territorial governments shall not be made in a 
shorter period than one year after such taxes shall have become payable; that two years shall be 
allowed for redemption upon payment of a penalty not exceeding fifty per centum on the amount 
of the tax; and that the Commissioner of the General Land Office, or other proper officer of the 
government residing at the city of Wasnington, be authorized to receive such tax and penalty from 
non-resident proprietors, and required to deposit the same in bank to the credit of the proper terri- 
torial officer, and make to him quarterly returns of the sums thus deposited,” reported: 


It is very common for considerable quantities of land in the Territories of the United States to belong 
to persons who do not reside in them. In each of the Territories, but especially in that of Arkansas, 
numerous tracts of land are owned by non-residents. By the act of May 6, 1812, two millions of acres 
were set apart in what is now the Territory of Arkansas for military land bounties. This tract has been 
surveyed by the United States, and many of the soldiers of the late war have drawn their bounty lands in 
it. The existing law of Congress exempts these lands from taxes for three complete years aftér the 
issuing of the patent to the soldier, provided the title for that time remains in him or his heirs. These 
lands have been taxed by the territorial authority. In 1824 and in 1825 several hundred quarter-sections 
were sold for the amount of the taxes due on them. On referring to an act passed by the legislature of 
Arkansas October 29, 1823, to regulate the collection of taxes on military bounties, it appears that the 
lands are to be sold at public sale, and that the sheriffs of the several counties are required to give “sixty 
days’ notice of the time and place” of the sale. This notice is too short. The proprietors of these 
lands reside, in greater or less numbers, in every State in the Union. And it is plainly impossible for a 
soldier, or any other man, who lives in the remote parts of New Hampshire or Maine to receive informa- 
tion by the ordinary course of the mail that his lot has been advertised for the taxes, and to send to 
Arkansas and pay them before the expiration of the sixty days. 

This necessarily produces manifest injustice. As it respects the most distant®proprietors, their lands 
might as well be sold without any notice. The committee do not mean to impute bad faith to the local 
legislature, or to intimate that the authorities of Arkansas have not been governed by those pure and 
exalted principles which ought to direct and control every legislative body. But they owe it to candor to 
remark that the whole course of legislation upon this subject is characterized by a looseness altogether 
unusual, One year is allowed for redeeming the lands sold. It does not appear, however, that any officer 
or other person in the Territory has been authorized to receive the redemption money; and the unfortunate 
soldier, whose lot has been sold, is left to seek the purchaser, and if he cannot find him he loses his Jand. 
The difficulties do not end here. It seems, in some cases at least, that the purchaser gets the possession 
of the land before the time for redeeming it expires, and when application is made to him to redeem it 
he demands pay for his improvements. 

As more or less land in the Territories will naturally be owned by non-residents, the committee have 
thought it advisable to adopt some general rules in regard to lands thus held, applying to all the Terri- 
tories; and in doing so they have endeavored to consult the interest and convenience as well of the 
Territory as of the citizen. To remedy the present, and to guard against future evils, the committee 
propose the following plan: ; 

1. To give one year’s notice of the time and place of sale, and allow two years to redeem in, upon 
paying the amount of the tax and twenty-five per cent. per annum. This will afford time enough, and 
not too much, to distant proprietors to pay the taxes on their land when it is advertised for sale, or to 
redeem it whenit has been sold. : 

2. To require the appointment by the local authority of some proper person to receive the taxes, and 
who shall reside at the seat of the territorial government. By this arrangement, which justice and 
prudence equally require, soldiers and others who hold lands will know where to send to redeem or to pay 
the taxes on them. To be compelled to seek the purchaser to redeem is, in most cases, tantamount to a 
denial of the right to redeem. — 
3. To secure the proprietor the legal title and possession of his land until the time for redeeming it 
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has elapsed. It is certainly great injustice to permit the purchaser to take possession of land which is 
redeemable, and to exact, in addition to the purchase money and the premium, pay for his improvements. 
This regulation, therefore, while it will not interfere with the interest of the Territory, will secure the 
acknowledged rights of the proprietor. 

4, To appoint an agent for non-residents, at the city of Washington, to receive taxes and redemption 
money, and to place the same to the credit of the proper Territory. And for the purpose of lessening 
still further the expense to soldiers and others, to require the governor of each Territory to send to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office complete lists of the lands advertised for sale and of those sold, 
for the benefit of the agent for non-residents. 

It is further proposed to oblige this agent to give bonds for the faithful performance of his duties; to 
allow him a small percentage and fees, to make the office no charge to the United States; and to limit 
the period of the agency. The committee think this agency will result in the following advantages: 

1. It will afford to the soldicr and others the safest and cheapest mode of paying their taxes and 
redeeming their lands. 

2. It will secure td the Territory, especially when lands are bid off for its benefit, more money and a 
sound currency. This‘will be of no small advantage when it is considered that the value of the local 
currency is often greatly depreciated. 

At the sales of the military bounty lands for taxes in Arkansas, in 1824~25, many of them were 
struck off to the Territory. As the usual power of Congress, reserved in all other cases, of disapproving 
of the legislative acts of a territorial government has not been reserved in the case of Arkansas, the 
committee doubt the right of authorizing the redemption (where the time has expired) of these lands thus 
acquired and held by the Territory. Believing, however, that the government of Arkansas does not mean 
to become a land speculator, they cannot doubt that the local authorities will immediately extend the 
time for redeeming all the lands thus held. In too many instances this pittance of acres is the only 
reward the poor but patriotic soldier has left of all his toils and perils. 

To prevent any attempts which may hereafter be made to discriminate between the lands of residents 
and non-residents, a provision is inserted to prohibit any higher tax from being imposed upon the latter 
than is imposed upon the former. 

The legislature of Arkansas, by an act of October 25, 1820, limited the writ of right and the right of 
entry to seven years. This was an extreme hardship upon non-resident landholders. In 1823, however, 
this act was repealed and a new one passed extending the time to fifteen years. Upon this subject the 
committee think the rules of the common law ought to be recognized and established. 

In conformity with the preceding suggestions a bill is submitted for the consideration of the House. 
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OPERATION OF THE “ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXTINGUISHMENT OF THE DEBT DUE 
THE UNITED STATES BY THE PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS PRIOR TO JULY 1, 1820.” 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 20, 1826. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, Jlarch 6, 1826. 


Sir: I enclose a statement showing the quantity of land relinquished, and that fully paid for, under 
the provisions of the act of May 18, 1824. This statement exhibits the quantity of land on which a 
further credit of four years was obtained under the act of March 2, 1821, and which has reverted to the 
United States in consequence of the failure to make complete payment therefor; and it also shows the 
quantity of land on which the holders have not availed themselves of the benefit of any of the provisions 
of the laws for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, and which is now subject to be sold by 
the registers of the land offices in pursuance of the 5th section of the act of May 10, 1800, (Laws U. S., 
vol. 3, p. 388.) . 

In compliance with your request, I also enclose a substitute for the second section of the bill reported 
by you, making provision for the extinguishment of the debt due by the purchasers of the public lands. 
This substitute embraces three descriptions of land which would not be covered by the provisions of the 
first section of the bill as reported: 

1. The lands which had been further credited for four years, and which reverted to the United States 
on the 10th of April last, in consequence of not having been fully paid for. The quantity of land thus 
forfeited is 17,183.56 acres, on which $37,776 68 has been paid. 

2..The lands on which the holders have not availed themselves of the benefit of any of the provisions 
of the laws for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, and which are now subject to be sold by 
the registers of the land offices, in pursuance of the provisions of the 5th section of the act of May 10, 
1800, (Laws U. S., vol. 3, p. 388.) The quantity of land of this description is 126,933.48} acres, and the 
amount paid thereon is $103,806 58. 

~3. The land which, agreeably to the provisions of the 5th section of the act of May 10, 1800, has 


become forfeited to the United States since July 1, 1820, and which has not been sold. The quantity of 


land of this description cannot be ascertained without much labor, but it cannot be great, as it is 
presumable that much of that which might have been redeemed has been sold. 
With great respect, sir, your obedient servant, GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Davin Barron, Senate United States. 


P. S.—The words “and of the several acts therein recited,” in the 6th and 7th lines of the Ist section, 
should be stricki n out. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND BETWEEN ROBERTS’ AND LUDLOW’S LINES, IN OHIO, BY PURCHASERS 
FROM THE UNITED STATES AND HOLDERS OF VIRGINIA MILITARY WARRANTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 28, 1826. 


Mr. Vixtox, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred certain papers relative to the 
claims of certain purchasers under the United States, and holders of Virginia military warrants, 
between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the State of Ohio, reported: 


That, from evidence adduced before the committee, it appears that the United States have sold and 
conveyed to various purchasers the greater part of the lands lying south of the Greenville treaty line, and 
between what are known by the names of Roberts’ and Ludlow’s lines, both of which were run to ascertain 
the western boundary line of the Virginia military reservation in the State of Ohio. In the year A. D. 
1810 about 14,000 acres of the land so sold by the United States were located upon by holders of Virginia 
military land warrants, as land within that reservation. Upon a part of these locations patents have 
issued, and the entries upon the residue have never been withdrawn. In this way the claims of the 
purchasers under the United States and the Virginia military locations are brought in direct conflict. In 
this controversy the United States is interested as the original vendor, and, as such, in duty bound to 
protect, and, in case of loss of title, to indemnify the government purchaser. From an attentive examina- 
tion of the facts in this case, and previous legislation upon the subject, the committee are of opinion 
Congress ought to quiet the title of the government purchasers by paying to the Virginia military 
claimants the value of the land claimed by them. To put the House in possession of the reasons upon 
which this opinion is founded, it will be necessary to give some account of the origin of the title to the 
lands in controversy, and of the legislative and judicial proceedings that have been had concerning them. 

This reservation had its origin in the cession of the country northwest of the river Ohio by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia to the United States. In the deed of cession there is a stipulation that, in case 
the quantity of good land on the southeast side of the Ohio, in the now State of Kentucky, which had been 
reserved by law for the Virginia troops upon continental establishment, should prove insufficient for their 
legal bounties, the deficiency should be made up to said troops in good land, to be laid off between the rivers 
Scioto and Little Miami, on the northwest side of the river Ohio, in such proportions as had been engaged 
to them by the laws of Virginia. Not many years afterwards a deficiency of good land was found to exist 
in Kentucky, and locations were permitted in Ohio. In the vear A. D. 1802 Israel Ludlow was directed, 
by the then surveyor general of the United States, to run the western boundary line of the military 
reservation from the source of the Little Miami to the Scioto river; and he accordingly, after exploring 
the headwaters of the former river, ran a line from its souree towards what he supposed to be the head- 
water of the Scioto, as far as the Greenville treaty line, where he was prevented by the Indians from the 
further prosecution of his survey. From that line to the head of the Scioto the country was then Indian 
territory, and the committee can find no evidence that he made an actual exploration of the headwaters 
of the Scioto, and presume none was made at that time. In 1804 Congress passed an act declaring that 
Ludlow’s line, extended to the Scioto, should be the western boundary line of the reservation in case 
Virginia should, within two years, assent to it. Virginia omitted to give her assent, and, accordingly, 
the act of Congress never took effect. From this time until the year 1812 no effort was made to establish 
the boundary. In the meantime the locations above mentioned were made by the holders of military 
warrants. In the year 1812 the President was authorized, by act of Congress, to appoint three commis- 
sioners to meet commissioners to be appointed by Virginia, who were invested with full power and 
authority to ascertain, survey, and mark the western boundary line of the military reservation between 
the Scioto and Little Miami rivers, according to the true intent and meaning of the deed of cession, and 
providing that Ludlow’s line should be the boundary until a line should be established. Commissioners 
accordingly met in the fall of that year, and, after having explored the headwaters of both those rivers, 
directed Charles Roberts, their surveyor, to run a line from the point ascertained by them to be the source 
of the Little Miami to that of the Scioto, which was done by him, the line so run being known by the name 
of Roberts’ line. After these explorations had been made, and it having been ascertained that the head- 
waters of the Scioto were west of those of the Little Miami, the commissioners on the part of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia set up a claim to run from the source of the Scioto to the mouth of the Little Miami, at 
its confluence with the Ohio, thus embracing a large extent of country west of the Little Miami, upon 
which the negotiation between the commissioners was broken off. No effort on the part of either govern- 
ment has since been made to establish this boundary. In the case of Doddridge’s lessee vs. Thompson and 
Wright, lately decided in the Supreme Court of the United States, the plaintiff derived title from a location 
made between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, south of the Greenville treaty line, in the year 1810, having 
been made the same year, and under precisely the same circumstances, with all the other locations between 
those lines. The defendant, Thompson, derived his title from the United States as a purchaser under the 
government In that ease it was agreed that Roberts’ was the true line, and under this agreement the 
question to be decided by the court was, “whether a location made prior to the act of 1812, west of 
Ludlow’s line, and between it and Roberts’ line, was valid and ought to prevail over the title made by the 
government to the defendant, Thompson?’ The court decided this question in the affirmative, aud a 
recovery was had for the plaintiff This decision scems firmly to establish the title of the Virginia 
claimants, and they must prevail against the purchaser under the United States, unless the admission of 
Roberts’ being the true line from the sources of those rivers was erroneously made. The committee are 
satisfied that the admission was correctly made, and that Roberts’, and not Ludlow’s, is the true line 
between the heads of those rivers. 1st. From the fact that Ludlow did not run his line to the Scioto, 
having been arrested in his progress at the Greenville treaty line, about three-fourths of the way to the 
Scioto, the source of which river the committee are not informed was ever examined by him; but the head- 
waters of that river were examined by the joint commissioners who directed Roberts’ line to be run, both 
parties, the United States and the State of Virginia, being represented at the time; while, on the other 
and, the examination of it by Ludlow, if ever made, was ex parte, Virginia having no agency in the 





Ba etattameemeecearacceeetecs senarecemmneerneneerete re aearcerre oem errr ee 










































































772 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 599. 





matter, The headwater cof the Scioto must, therefore, be presumed to be at the point of the termination 
of Roberts’ survey. Both Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines commence at or very near the same point on the 
same branch of the Little Miami. The Indian title to this part of the country having been extinguished 
before Ludlow’s survey, the sources of that river, from which he began to run, were, without doubt 
examined by him, and were afterwards examined by the commissioners, as above stated. Nor do the 
committee see anything in the documents to them referred to change their opinion as to the correctness of 
the line established by the said commissioners. There is, therefore, no just ground of dispute about the 
source of this river. But, if the correctness of Roberts’ line were even doubtful, a question would stil] 
arise, whether Congress has not gone too far by its legislation to give a sanction to that line now to recede, 
Congress, by a law passed in 1818, declared that Ludlow’s line, until otherwise directed, as far ag the 
Greenville treaty line, and from the Greenville treaty line to the source of the Scioto, Roberts’ line, should 
be unconditionally the western boundary of the Virginia reservation. Since the passing of that act it is 
quite certain Congress could not affect entries made between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ line above the Green- 
ville treaty line; and so much of Roberts’ line is, at least, binding upon the United States. <A direct 
acquiescence in the correctness of Roberts’ line is, in the opinion of the committee, to be found in the act 
of May 26, 1824, passed immediately after the above-mentioned decision of the Supreme Court, in the case 
of Doddridge’s lessee vs. Thompson and Wright. That act “directs the President of the United States to 
ascertain the number of acres, and, by appraisement or otherwise, the value thereof, exclusive of improve- 
ments, of all such lands lying between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines, in the State of Ohio, as may, agreeably 
to the principles of a decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Doddridge’s lessee 
vs. Thompson and Wright, be held by persons under Virginia military warrants, and on what terms the 
holders will relinquish the same to the United States, and that he report the facts to the next session of 
Congress.” As was remarked above, all the locations made between these lines mentioned in this act rest 
upon the same principle, and were made under the same circumstances, as that decided upon by the court. 
The committee regard this act as admitting the validity of all such claims, and as further indicating the 
intention of Congress to quiet the purchasers under the United States by obtaining a relinquishment of 
title from the Virginia military claimants. The lands so claimed were valued at $62,515 25, and application 
was made to the claimants to ascertain on what terms they would relinquish their titles. A relinquishment 
in all cases, by paying the appraised value of the land, was offered, except in the case of the tract of about 
700 acres, recovered by Doddridge, which he proposed to relinquish on paying to him the sum received 
by the United States from the sale of it, and interest from that date. 

The committee, from a view of all the facts in the case, think it an act of justice to the purchasers 
under the United States, against some of whom suits are now pending, to quiet them in their titles to their 
lands, upon most of which it is understood they have made great and very valuable improvements, and, 
in pursuance of what they deem to be the intention of the act of 1824, have reported a bill for their relief. 
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CLAIM FOR MILITARY BOUNTY LAND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 26, 1826. 


Mr. Fospick, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and documents 
of Jacob Shafer, reported: 


The petitioner states that, in the late war, he enlisted in the service of the United States for the 
term of five years; that he served until the conclusion of the war; that, being anxious to see his family, 
consisting of a wife and eight young children, whom he had left in penury, he applied for a discharge, 
which was given him on the relinquishment of his right to retained bounty or land; that, at the time he 
was discharged, there was a soldier of the name of John Sharp, a German, who had completed his term 
of service, and was desirous to visit his own country, without any intention of returning to this; that he 
was advised by Capt. John P. Duvall to purchase Sharp’s discharge, which he did, thinking thereby to 
indemnify himself for the loss of his own bounty and land; that he cannot obtain a patent in his own 
name on Sharp’s discharge; therefore he asks relief. 

There is documentary evidence before the committee that the petitioner was discharged at Norfolk, 
in Virginia, April 15, 1815, (after having served about twenty months,) and that his discharge was upon 
condition that he relinquished his claim to retained bounty or land. 

Accompanying the petition in this case there is also a certified copy of John Sharp’s discharge, with 
his assignment to Jacob Shafer, the petitioner, endorsed thereon. 

The committee are of the opinion that the petitioner has no claim to relief; so far as relates to the 
transfer, there is not and ought not to be any validity in the informal assignment of John Sharp. It 
was made before any title to land was vested in him, but having an equitable claim by law in his own 
right, he can, at any time, demand for himself, or his heirs for themselves, the land warrant to which his 
services entitled him, and the government could not withhold it; no transfer made prior to the issue of 
the warrant could deprive him of his right, and consequently such transfer would not exonerate the 
government from his, or his heirs, legal claim for land. Should the government assume the power of thus 
diverting the land warrants from the original design on such transfers, they would violate an important 
principle recognized in the act granting the bounty, and might be subject to innumerable applications, 
which, being granted, the soldiers themselves, or their heirs, would still have a legal and just claim. In 
this case there is no certainty that John Sharp may not, by himself or his heirs, apply for the land to 
which he is entitled. If so, the government would be bound to furnish the warrant, leaving the question 
of assignment to be settled between him and the assignee. 
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The discharge of the petitioner has a condition annexed, by which he is made to relinquish his claim 
to retain bounty or land. This condition the committee considers unauthorized, illegal, and void. There 
is no law which constituted the officer an agent of the government for that purpose; government, 
therefore, cannot sanction this condition; they cannot make it their own act without a violation of their 
own law, by which they have protected the soldier from his own indiscretion, by rendering the right to 
bounty land unassignable; they would violate this important and humane provision of their own, by pro- 
curing an assignment through an unauthorized agent, in the form of a release. It is not a voluntary act 
on the part of the soldier; he is offered a discharge—for what purpose? Is it because government no 
longer requires his services, or 1s it with a view to obtain from him a release of his right to bounty and 
land? The soldier, anxious for a discharge, accepts it on such terms as are dictated to him, and he is 
thus compelled to do an act which the law has pronounced illegal. 

The committee are therefore of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to his bounty land, and report a 


pill for his relief. 
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AMOUNT OF EMOLUMENTS AND ALLOWANCES TO THE REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS OF 
LAND OFFICES, EXCLUSIVE OF SALARY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 3, 1826. 


Treasury Department, May 1, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 7th of February last, 
“requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to transmit to the House a statement showing the annual 
amount of emoluments and allowances, exclusive of salary, received by, or granted to, the registers and 
receivers of the several land offices in the United States for percentage, stationery, clerk hire, office 
rent, adjudication on pre-emption claims, examination and report of lead mines and salt springs, for the 
transmission of moneys by receivers to the place of deposit, and for any and all other services and 
purposes since April 20, 1818, and up to the end of the year 1825,” I have the honor to transmit a letter 
from the Register of the Treasury, accompanied by a statement containing the information required, as 
far as the same is afforded by the accounts which have been received at this department. 


I have the honor, &c., 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, May 1, 1826. 


Sm: The statement of emoluments of receivers and registers of the land offices, laid on your table, 
has been prepared from the accounts to the end of the year 1824. The accounts for 1825 being under 
adjustment, a satisfactory exhibition of their receipts during that year could not be given with any 
degree of certainty, and would have caused further delay in rendering the statement. 


I have the honor, &c., 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Hon, Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of compensation allowed to receivers and registers of public lands after April 
20, 1818, (exclusive of salary,) consisting of commission, superintending sales, adjudicating pre-emption 
claims, examination and report on lead mines and salt springs, transmission of public money, office rent and 
stationery, clerk hire at public sales, and bringing up arrearages, and for all other services, prepared in 
pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives of February 7, 1826. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of compensation allowed to receivers and registers of public lands—Continned. 
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ZANESVILLE, ON10— Continued. 
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1820 |.ccccceedDecccrccess 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


SHOscexae ce 


RD wiaivigieisin eMinin ereaivin beeen 


. WOOSTER, OHIO. 


1818 John Sloane, receiver ...... 
1819 
1819 
1¢20 


seeeusseUOeciseerwsenvicincss 


Samuel Quinby, receiver ....... se. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of compensation allowed to receivers and registers of public lands—Continued 





Commission. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 


Superintending public 
sales. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


xamination and report | 


Adjudicating pre-emp- | 
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Year Districts and officers. 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| DELAW&RE, OHIO0—Continued. 
! 
1822 | Horton Howard, receiver....... beeeease 


1818 | Nathaniel Ewing, receiver..........000. 
1819 |........ BDscccurheseeesessevsreebesers haere 
1819 | -John C. 8. Harrison, receiver........ skeene | 
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JEFFERSONVILLE, INDIANA. 
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1820 | Charles M. Taylor, receiver ............ 


EEL iceceneeeDee ss shee bass bbesnsab ss aeons 


Lf eae eee ye eer ebaWeseeeebas 
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FORT WAYNE, INDIANA. 


1824 | Joseph Holman, receiver ..........0+ 
1824 | Samuel C. Vance, register.......... 


* Paid $115 for investigating the conduct of the receiver at Vincennes. 
t Paid for investigating the conduct of the receiver at Vincennes: To Edmund H. Taylor, $103 75; 
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to Samuel Gwathmey, $115. 
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receivers and registers of public lands—Continued. 





Year. 
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sales. 





Adjudicating pre-emp- 
tion claims. 


Examination and report 
on lead mines. 


Examination and report 
on salt springs. 


Expenses in transmit- 
ting public money. 


Office rent. 
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Clerk hire at public 
sales. 








KASKASKIA, ILLINOIS. 


Shadrach Bond, receiver,...seeeseeceeeecees 
Warren Brown, receiver, ...ecceseeseeceees 
goes cece Oecccseseces cvcccececcesccceccccce 
cove cccedOcccccccccs cccccccccceeccvccecccese 
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Michael Jones, register. ....cccccccceccevees 
cup wseenOed swies ais Csisindenlbe Canensieesenescee 
cove cceshOocccce cccccccccces eo ccce cece cocees 
pisicia eigrein l iesin'ora esels wig Sie o.5):0)s.0/e:sie ewia-wielsicicit'eic o/ 
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aisieielivie/e lO bigiciaic/vie;sis\elsiou0'¥'vie vie wrelsieieitieleieuieleleaci 
atsioleisisioll Owislvieeierbsiais sisisle sie eie'ele suisiplelsisivieisieee's 
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ieee ees Oowwccis Senses Cece cccceccccesecccoee 
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VANDALIA, ILLINOIS. 


Wilham L. D. Ewing, receiver ....... see: 
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* Paid $201 for examining the conduct of the receiver at St. Louis. 
} Money boxes. 
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845 11 
450 71 
314 81 
144 35 
169 22 
339 60 
99 79 
232 63 
524 00 
307 64 
507 71 
205 06 


74 80 


113 68 
22 76 


10 52 
118 84 
27 56 


8 70 
19 32 
266 37 
56 17 
11 92 
206 55 
98 79 
149 2u 





$60 00 


eeeeeseces 


60 00 


108 00 
108 00 
90 00 
60 00 
108 00 
108 00 
90 00 


eeeeccces: 


60 00 


108 00 
60 00 
60 00 
60 00 
60 00 


eecececes. 
eeeeee reese 


108 00 
60 00 
60 00 
60 00 
60 00 


60 00 
120 00 


60 00 
120 00 


eleeeseecees 


240 00 


eeer cocces 


60 00 
240 00 


60 00 





Peeesece.. 
seeccccees 
eeeeeseses 
seccce cece 
soecscceces 
eee sees 
eecee cece 
seeces cose 
recess cece 
+O eeee sees 
eoceccces: 
eeceeeneees 
seeeccvens 
Covecerers 
teeececes 


seecer cece 
secescees 
seeeescces 
seeceecees 
seee recone 
eoccescver 
se eeecee. 
seersecee. 
eee cocees 
se eeeecees 
seeeseseee 
seen ceeees 
eee cesees 


se eeeecees 
seecescces 
seceee-oh 
seeceeeees 
eeeeseees 
sees eeeee 
seecescees 
se eseeeees 
sereceees 
se eeee sees 
eeecenccee 
eeereececs 
seeeeseees 
sees coves: 
eeeeescee. 


eee cccces 


seeecccees 
seeocccees 
eeeececese 
seeeeccccs 
seeesecces 
seco eeoee 
seececees 
seceresees 





eereer tees 


eeecee cos 


eevee cees|- 


eeeeee cos 


erecececs 


seeeeesees 


eeecceces 


seeccecces 


seeeessece 


fees seee 


eeeeccecerl|s 


seeeceecoss 





soeerecees 


t Paid $100 for negotiations with the Bank of Edwardsville. 
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$50 00 


seeeee cece 


eeeeee sees 


ol eeeesesces 


seeeeeeses 


eeeeeceeeeel|se 


»)eeeeee sess 


eerseeee oe 


sleeeccceces 


seeeeeese 


+ seeesees 
seeeeeseee 
seeeeecees 
eeeeeeeses 
seeeveses 

seeeereres 
eee er eens 
ee eee cees 
seer eccoes 


es] eeeeeses 


eecces eee: 


eeeeereses 


eeeecesee 


$84 00 


seers soes 


eeeceeces 


sr eeeeeees 


eeeeeesces 


ecco ccsees 


ees eeeens 


seceeecees 


seeecereee 


seeeeeters 


eeeeeccere 


eeeeeseces 








$64 85 


114 19 


192 25 


ee eer eeeer|*® 


eeeees cess 


226 66 


377 00 
264 37 


100 74 


eeceseeces 
eeeevecene 


69 00 
5 00 


2 94 
19 00 

56 
15 00 
79 37 


44 75 
36 49 


1 12 


95 62 


56 75 


43 62 
10 50 


15 12 
98 66 


11 00 


6 50 


19 25 


20 25 
13 00 
12 50 
34 50 


20 62 
15 63 
25 25 


1 50 


seeececces 


sees essose 


sees cesece 


seer ceseee 


eeeeerecee 
sere eccece 
eeeecccoss 
eeecccccce 
secceseces 
cere seccee 
eeecessces 
eeeceeccce 
eeesecccce 
seeesecose 
eeeccecces 
seeecseocee 


g108 00 


slecescccoce 


25 00 
seeeecccee 
seeveesece 
se eeee cece 
se cenceee 
seeeeeceee 
seveeecees 
eoeeccceee 
oe seeceee 


eeeesecees 
eeoverese 

eversceves 
eeecesccese 
eeesescese 
eecccccese 
seeeocccce 
teececcens 


eeoecccsces 
eeceaesoes 
eee Ceeeece 
aeeeectees 
eeescceces 
eececcccce 








eee 


a ne en ern ee ree eee tg a eg ee cn co 






































en ee 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of compensation allowed to receivers and registers of public lands—Continued 





Year. Districts and officers. 





Commission. 


sales, 
tion claims, 


Superintending public 
Adjudicating pre-emp- 


on salt springs. 


on lead mines. 








Examination and report 
ting public money. 


Examination and report 


Expenses in transmit- 


Office rent. 





SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. 


1823 | Pascal P. Enos, receiver.....ceeccccesccvees | 
1824 |eccocee 20. ccccceese ccc cc cc cccsccccescccese| 


| 
1823 | Thomas Cox, register ........+ iReeee es ceeeel 


1824 ae eeeeee cece oe cccceeeceeececccees 


| | 
| | 
| ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. | 





1818 | Samuel Hammond, receiver ........+ peeesee 
a ee Dinseksbickcsinpaavsiasannens sexknened 
1820 |-.-.2... ND espesueksscsnesaner Seelbseeeeenns 


1820 | George F. Strother, receiver......+.e0+- pee 
1821 are eecccccccces 00000 000s cccces cocces 
SUE Aa cnn cad isirchocnns Kderevabiesnieeshexsins 
MOB josnsnves incinvcnencinncnse ssescbenenancinnl 
1824 jeessceee DO icossssubeshe see eeccreee cece cceees, 


1818 | Alexander McNair, register. .......0sses000. 
BBID Aiscssaee HOcsccukukkessscevtees ceebabeesee ee) 
ee eee Oss ncicsees Shek esbeeeenesysexces ay 
1921 | | 
1821 | William Christy, register .........00+ shinewe | 
cee DDcinciserinnssisonetoresenacees soos] 
eee Ee ne ee mae | 


pebbone PD Lubeabsbakesbbbbessusekbeeeses o> 


1824 [.cceeeeedO..ceeee Ce eercccccccccccevccsoscees| 
! i 
FRANKLIN, MISSOURI. | 

1818 | Thomas H. Smith, receiver. .......s00eeeees 


1819 |ocecceeeOrcccccccces oeccccecc cece cece coccce | 


BRIO Sous phe elOsbebekvesteaccen Shab eenbpieeeeisess 
182] |... oe eDOccccescrccecseccccvececeseeece sees! 


1022 [....s000 HObcesoeseb SeRAbAERORD AO KEE SERRE SESE 
1823 |.22. eee dOrececeeeees o cece cccccccccc cece ceee| 
1624 joccecceedOc.ceee Ceccee cocccr cece cscs cccccecs | 


1818 Charles Carroll, register ...... seeeeecessncce| 
TTD a y59 5 se a BEEEEE Sree 


NN fassnvesMDnccscesuncnensonns SEUEHEDAMELReoRsl 
ROI cvs wae plOscnccskuewaccnsc Sensis ae auies eee 
1822 | John Miller, register.......... Siren 
SSN RO “Seer ere seeiobisiceeae on 


1921 | Tunstall Quarles, receiver........+++ oe vcceee| 
ee Ns coxsies isciciamnewees Seiinkewhos 
REZ \j5.csenee ADs senses Sabsaseee pbubbebsaleneessss 
Teo) ip ame W0scesecke sy sWeeNeaunseuessawsasencel 
1824 John Hays, receiver...... te eeeeeeeeees soeee| 
1821 George Bullitt, register .......eese00 beperes | 
R22 a cesenbcttOr cass skscsans pas bese neiens ey | 
DR icicle sscs isebilaseihlankess siege 
ON icicccePnccccs jennie SebNennie a 


~ | 
LEXINGTON, MISSOURI. 
| 


1824 | William D. McRay, receiver........+000+ ay 
1824 | Jonathan S. Findlay, register..... + kebewhon 


BATESVILLE, ARKANSAS, 


1822 | John Trimble, receiver. .........0 e000 ieee ee 
BRISA ooo on Os spacieseasees SonbabiseheshicneOeess | 


1824 | William Noland, receiver .......sceeseeeees 
1822 | Hartwell Boswell, register........ cecccccece | 
SNES ose bee oeDscacebnsseescase pepepeereh ante vee! 
LEDA Jo000000cdOvecccccccccces PT ee 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS. 
1821 | Henry W. Conway, receiver.....secsesecess 


1822 |...0008 CMDO sence beesennoeeen sees Geen 00snle0ce baud 
LBZB |occcceeeAO.cccccccccccece ities caida 
BUDE | cv 0010's Ov 00s 00c00s0\000000000008 2000 000000 
1824 | Benjamin Desha, receiver ....... cecccccccce 


1821 | Bernard Smith, register...........cesesceeee| 
1822 |.... ccceOsecccccecece cocccccece 0 cccccccces | 
1823 











seers seer ve 


ADDO Focewieseunn' 
120 00 


IB0O0' | ccccussent 
POO WD scwececcal 








BOOM Ano ceuscses bow 
BOND) ocwseeseel 
60 9D | ccsnwcawes 


60 00 





210 00 | 


UU ee ae 


70 00 
70 00 


120 00 | 


| ere 8 


60 00 | .cccccvces| wee 





240 00 |..00.ee00.|- 
60 00 |..0. sees. 
DIOP | crcssrcer 


a ae A 


FOU | couseasedals 
| 


ee 


} 


| eeeercees| soeseces- ie 


120 00 |..ee sees. 
70 00 |. cesses, 
10 00 |.sseeseeee|eree cree, 


120 00 |.... eoveee|- 


OE bicsindaicc 


* Compensation to receiver, $125 ; compensation to assistants, $214 ; total, $339. 
{ Other services.—For setting apart other lands for the use of schools than the 16th section, under the act of March, 1823: Receiver’s compensation, 


veda Cen 
dial TOT Te ee 
216 00 pnraeeae 
| 
| 


ee eeseer ire 





| 
240 00 Jsseeeseeee|eee 
| 





see eesees 














Peer eees | Peter sees 
| } 


| seeeseccesi« 











. 























; 
. i 2 
n 

g | 2 
= 3 
S | & 
2 | 
_ 
zz | Sy 
= F 
3S © 
ae 
Se | eS 
= |, = 
(—) | 
& | ae 
s | 8 
a 5 
—_—_—_———, 
| 
| 
e ° . . 


$70 50 |., 


jeeeeeccees) $36 00 


750! 36.09 


27450} = 108 00 


— 
r—) 
So 
uo 
—) 


50} 42.09 
84 00 


5} 144 00 
72 00 


Pa 

~~ = Os! 69 
=~ e 
—] 


ead 

= mm 
“a © 
oe 

co Ww 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 





taper en eae 


Oo: 
oo 


_ 
_ 
& 


@eeeereces 


11 00 


ee ceesee 


| 
2 ee 
a 
5325} 108 00 


64 00 
127 15 


57 00 
273 00 
79 00 
72 00 


54 25 
) 


OLD 4 cawesiesss 
22 2% 36 00 
9 75 36 00 


243 75 
383 62 
29 12 
56 95 
eae Newesieses. © 


TBO! cincesencs 


see 
eeererers 
. 


| 
| 
| 


11 74 36 00 
— J 
DINGS nisaieniwiows 
75 24 | 72 00 


wo 
—] 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


@ 


|eeeceveees 


276 00 


_ 

“N= WO 

eno 
or 


ww 
=> 


| 
| 
| 38.00 


OD | soseecveee 


29 25 
8 00 eeeeee rere 
55 18 | 36 00 


89 75 | .cc0cecees 


90 00 


4 Lo aan 


6200 | ia. ceeess 





CeeeCeeseriseceeeenee 


4 50 


| 
| 
| 
. pesaisiwesizi eeeawes si) 
| 


| 
sere cesees|seeeee cece 


eeeeereeesicceees esse 


nee 
Ls ere 


t Money boxes. 


$50; register’s compensation, $50; total, $100. Transmission of public money: Receiver’s compensation, 3600; contingent expenses, $699 33; total, 
$1,299 33. Clerk hire on pre-emption claims, $216; clerk hire on lead mines, $20; total, $236. These allowances were made by order of the late Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 




















1826. | 


EMOLUMENTS AND ALLOWANCES, ETC. 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of compensation allowed to receivers and registers of public lands—Continued. 





Districts and officers. 


Year. | 





OUACHITA, LOUISIANA. 





189] | Henry Bry, recciver.....seeseeeeeeeseeeeee 
1822 eceveee UOrereeccnveceeeeeceererececseee tees 
1823 |eceeeeesdOreccceseceescececeesseeceteeseees 
Sil hue Maske nsrnareansshicnciivees evinces 
1821 | Daniel S. Sutton, register......eeeeeseeees « 
1822 |. 

sl Lk wseearananaidled semanas dasnkibens aces 


1824 leceveses@Qccccess ineaaws Wisea gees cece ecde 


| OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA, 





1821 | William Ganard, receiver ........eeseeee eee 
1822 Luke Lecassier, receiver....... eccccccc cece 
1893 | David L. Todd, receiver.........seee0e. ets 
1824 |-eeeees dO. cecccccscccesoces eecceecrcecccecs 
1821 | Levin Wailes, register .....seseeeeeeee voce 
1822 |eeeeeeeedOseseeeee eoccccecvccce seccccccccees 
1823 | Valentine King, register sossssssscceseeceses 
1824 | SeueeancdOsasegee eee eeeees seen ceceeececees 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 





1821 | S. H. Harper, acting receiver. ......sseeeees 
1822 | J. McLanahan, acting receiver...........00+ 


$008 |osneceos Diiisike Soc icokrueiewesrsnsens 
IQA. ccc cr lOeaseeciccwees wielgieisie Sesieiecseee esos 


1821 Samuel H. Harper, register........e.eeeeeees 


1BD2 JocceceechOvcvccccccccecsccecccccccersccecece 
1823 |.eeceeee DD vis-c's enin.ssis's00'e y oisicinsineisiasie's weve 
TRO |soeissesedOnsecs SRO OC OCC OPE erce 


| WASHINGTON, MISSISSIPPI, 


1818 | Park Walton, receiver.......seeees CoCr 
1819 |osc0cccsAOevccccccccccveces disisicesecceiic eoee 
TOD) cca swe wllOensuececwacs ss © S00 cccees teeeee 
1820 | Joseph Dunbar, receiver...... Cececevceccecs 


RERee i cavicesutlO. v6) <u cibiee 1s. cre leidike 61s 01050 gianmiaieoiaees 
FOIE | Secures GOeaseacwse eocccccccccccce eecccccece 
FOOT lsievescsOennesns Sioieas aslo ee esocsedeccces sees 
1818 S. L. Winston, register.........eceee eevee 
COED occsvctrOeeiwe< Cecccccccceccccccecces eocces 


1821 , Benjamin R. Grayson, register.......ee.eees 


1822 |orcccceedOrccccccccccvccccccccccccccccccvers 104 87 |cecceseees 
1823 ....0ee. dO. .sscccreccscccecscceecees se eeeeee TT BT | ese ceecesceeeeceee|coeeeeeees| Heeee cess seveesesec(eceseeeees| 83 00 
TN Ipgocncentl | Sooctie SOUCOD ORO NCCC COGUCICOC CG: 116.13 | 60. 00 |cseseeesee|soetceeces|eoesceeee |-eee seeees|seesen ees 13 00 
| | 
| AUGUSTA, MISSISSIPPI. | | 
1820 | William Barnett, receiver ..... avonieaswieess 17 69 | Lg RTO, omen e |eececeeees|scceevces [eens evens 3 00 
od Oe Cee sate uiibsegraiesids BO tices limit ineen, nase ea 
ic sciviBicces anign ale adi eblsadudils NODE | ssean<sncjvewsik:-ye [aritansene] ose -cadide|nnnninnsenal exetnticnst| sanaaaeny 
1823 |....0000 Dinsickwes i cath iad ar EN MRE TIED HOTRN CANTONS PONCE R DDN en nTeEeE! Prenn=treen srermren” 
1824 George B. Dameron, receiver.......eeeeeees 2 97 Seeeperren prrowerere errs yener lesocuatstel dl asesucaeenfadeooasees 2 62 
1820 | Willoughby Barton, register .........+++ coce|ececescoeee | I ciicialas ob cnankcnaelccinds subd ewniiea oem aaets 6 25 
4 eee SEE AT Oe Oe EN CORTON Meee AEE Se TeTT Te OnEnnn nn MenurEanrn wnrnresrT 
cg RE Ae ee <a ius Tiekaksetiagiad Rascals “chal nace eusansesa dasa: ema aaa 
DO iis ice ccsscs ea paRnedie Manianweate voanees cvss[ssene seeeennsene o.[reeoveress| sosseecees sais eideibesRcailiiaaeGlie Watialait 


1824 | William House, register........sseeeeeeeer| os 


| 
| CHOCTAW, MISSISSIPPI. 


1823 | James C. Dickson, receiver.....sseeeeeeeees 


ke 2) 0 Beet 7 CISA OR RSIA DOCROCECOMEeETICoCRC errr 
1823 | Gideon Fitz, register ......ccceecececeeeeees 
1s cesees Dee see ssicesieoeccia seeeee see Seer 


ST. STEPHEN’S, ALABAMA.} 


| 


1818 | William Crawford, receiver ...... cecccccee . 


Oe sonnet ne paicben kxeinciciuk Seca esses 
gs re MED sicher esate aii Re rae 
1822 bi aise "ORCAS GOODS CEE CROR OU RCOROCETTer er 
1923 |... ila DO vicssweesiaseclovscawaiecles Pucvocnes 





sine Oraecns Savuwescedaesewe oe evccee 


* Payments for clerk hire to bring up arrearages. 


t Paid clerk hire to bring up arrearages in receiver’s office, $400; paid clerk hire to bring up arrearages in register’s office 





Commission. 


sales 


| 
| 


Superintending public 


| 
| 
| 


Adjudicating pre-emp- 
tion claims. 
Examination and report 
on lead mines. 
Examination and report 
on salt springs. 
ting public money. 
Stationery and books. 


| Expenses in transmit- 
Office rent. 


Clerk hire at public 
sales 








$10 00 
12 12 
8 88 
10 27 
6 46 
29 38 
5 98 


474 66 
13 92 
970 38 
18 67 
482 00 
979 47 


115 51 


783 41 
1,793 13 
164 11 
566 18 
726 04 
332 82 
414 02 
206 68 
1,280 33 
1,908 12 
594 26 
360 03 
402 78 


21 8&3 


273 27 


353 84 | 


1,263 31 


561 61 
2,499 37 
727 24 
362 53 
343 57 
1,041 48 
338 18 


$60 00 





| 


tere eeeees| 
180 00 





45 00 


45 00 


eee eccens 


60 00 | 





leseccecess 
peeeee sees 
polsteisicewe 


60 00 





120 00 
120 00 
120 00 | 


18 00 
108 00 


60 00 





joeee cocces 


| 120 00 |. 


| 


leeeee eee 


Lee ees ween Fete Ces ens| PO OOe SESH He eeer eens) SHEE E OOH sees Beseee 


60 00 |.. 





a PO Peee cease Fete eee | FEFEH seer | sees eeees: | FOFee SHes | seeeessese 


Joccccccsecc(ee ccccccs|coccce cc |cocccccces| ccc cecees 126 50 


oe Sees woeres 


60 00 |. 


PLS, LE TO Lee eT 
TOTS ONCE CO: En See 

SEeee cielo ciseuaie hegel sede DAtwes teweawmweeclaaceeasecey: camnae 
REDE ee TM, MTR TEE SONNNNENE: NOREEN Me 
RO Se Pere Dare RMN Dee 


Cece cece es COFOee sees | HOEEH SESH reese eeeter| seeeee ease 
lem ccc coer shee ee esas FH ee MOO Oes Heese ees seeees eens 
| 


} 
lewecee cece, ceeese ees tees eeeeer see eses. (seeees os 


120 00 |. 
| eeecce sens |seeees sees sees veces 


| 
|eececesees| ees ceeses| See eeeser (sees eeeers| sees eosees 
| 


cocccc cscs] cccccecces| cece cveees| cece cocces|seccescees| cece ccece 
cece cccces|secececece| seer ecees |eeees coves[cosececees| G13 62 
ee eeccccer|seeces eee, |eeeee cons leeeeer sens| seer senses! seeees cons 


Peecences. |e eeee- coer Fees eeeees | seeees seer | FHFH OHEes | sees SEeeE® 


POCO C OOo er cere OO EEee FETE HE HEHE Heese taras | FFE BEEeee| FEEEEE HOEY 


Pee eeeees | FOOe Sees er|HseeHOEHe- | FeeeSOeEee FEE BEOEEs | FOEEH aeese 
cocccccccs|cccccccce |cecvcescce-|eccccesces| scvcescces 23 00 
Cee Oe eeee FEES Kee ees| THFF OOHEEE Fees SHEE Ee NOES SOHEe: | FEEs Oeeees 
Peeeeseses| eeeeeeses See ee eel sesens sees seeeseeees| Sesseses 


Pee ee eees MOOS OO eee: | FHF Sete ee sees Seer eases. Bees] SEeEE Sees 


Peer ee Cees HHO Caeser | THO OEEHEs SEE SEE s seer Sees Fees SOEEE 


Pee e te eee+ | FO eeeeeens | HOSE e See: sees Seeser| SESE E SEES | *HHEEE BEEe 








Peco e sees seeeeseees| oe Pewee [eee ee enes | eres eees| Seer eees 


Ded) 065006] sesines dees | coeeecces | seeescsen| sees ecene 163 50 


se eees Cen [Peer eases cesses ees | SOOO Sees seeeee ree 





17 00 


eee cece ee, Fee we eeee| EOE H wee | 188. Seer) FOeEEe ener 
CO eee Ce er Seer seses: | HFOEes OHHH HOHE BEES ee| FEE HEHE | HEEHEE BOE 
| 


wees coccer esecesens: Sees Stes Ceeeer eee +8 eeee Sees ee See sees 


430 48 
70 18 
| .| 120 35 
100 75 


| 
POCO ee ee es SEH OH ee es | FEOHEH Heer | HHH Hee es | Hees HESS: 





Pee meee es POS e OHH FOES EEE sees FEeees | seeeer eens 


SiablecliiseieR isthe ise Lee 
| sl aoicaiaiaai ee ewende th » Sieg 
SOOT RRR SORE OTT See, Meer ere 5 25 


Pe eee Coes COO Oe sees HOHE EHH HEHEHE OHHH SHEE SETESH FEES BEEEES 








Sededoslnctedsieecs| accecenas, “Comes 


cocccccees| 435 05 
491 56 
114 24 
255 97 


159 41 


SO re CO ee retest esee eeeeseeses (sees Fees sees serene 


| 
seer ceccees ECCS eRe Kees Se Sees seeeeccece 


| 
eee esses Seer eeseer | sees esses: | sees sense 


| 
Se ee eee ees| sees sees) sosees eee 





eeceersece 


eoeeccece 


seeseseses 


eeeseccces 
eeeeeccces 
eeeee cee 


$36 00 
36 00 
*250 00 
#2,297 16 


30 00 


$6656 67 


00 
00 


2 02 
ww 


54 00 


eeeees sees 


78 00 











| sosxadiecos| 40600 


eeecescces| coves cee seeseseses sees eseees 


Paid John Elliott as translator and clerk, being a balance due him, 


, $160. 


eee SS ee A ey 





nr aS ART F1 SR he eT kaa 


/ 
H 
} 
} 
' 
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Statement exhibiting the amount of compensation allowed to receivers and registers of public lands—Continued 








Year. 


1824 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


1818 


1819 |...6. 
1820 |.. 


1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1818 
1819 


1820 |.... 


1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 


1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1824 


1818 
1819 
1820 
1621 
1821 
1822 


1823 |.... 


1824 
1818 
1819 


R Districts and officers. 


Commission. 


Superintending public 
sales 


Adjudicating pre-emp- 


tion claims. 


Examination and report 
on lead mines. 


Examination and report 
on salt springs. 
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Treasury DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, April 29, 1826. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





1826] LOCATION OF A VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANT. 781 
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TO AUTHORIZE THE LOCATION OF A VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANT ON LAND 
OF THE UNITED STATES IN OHIO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE Of REPRESENTATIVES MAY 5, 1826. 


Mr. Esti1, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Francis Preston, 
reported: 


It appears from the petition and documents to us referred that General William Campbell, at the 
commencement of the revolutionary war, was a captain in the regiment commanded by Colonel Patrick 
Henry, but whether that regiment was ever taken into the United States service the destruction of the® 
-public records by the enemy renders it difficult now to determine; that on June 14, 1781, General Camp- 
bell was, by a resolution of the house of delegates of Virginia, created a brigadier general of her militia, 
and continued generally in service till his death; that he was one of the most meritorious and gallant of 
her officers, and at King’s Mountain, where he commanded, Guilford, and other battles with the enemy, 
rendered the most signal services to his country, for which he received a vote of thanks, a horse, sword, 
pistols, &c., from his native State; that after his death in the public service, by a resolution of the Vir- 
ginia legislature of December 19, 1783, it was determined further to reward the extraordinary and meri- 
torious military services of this officer by a bounty of 5,000 acres of land; that on December 22, 1783, 
Virginia, by resolution, appropriated all the surplus of the lands set apart for the officers and soldiers 
of her army on continental and State establishment, and which should not be entered before July 1, 1784, 
to the satisfaction of such military bounties; that the lands so set apart for the satisfaction of warrants 
issued by Virginia to her officers and soldiers on continental and State establishment were situate in the 
now State of Kentucky; that, from various causes, the officers and soldiers on continental and State 
establishment could not locate their warrants within the time specified by law, nor until after Virginia 
ceased to have control over the territory set apart for their location, by the erection of Kentucky into an 
independent State; that on December 23, 1783, Virginia issued a warrant to Charles Campbell, only son 
of General Campbell, for 5,000 acres of land, in consideration of the meritorious military services of his 
father; that Charles Campbell died a minor, leaving an only sister, also a minor, to whom said warrant 
descended, and who, in 1795, and still a minor, intermarried with the petitioner; that previous to the mar- 
riage the time for locating this and such warrants expired, and further permission to locate could not be 
given by Virginia, who had previously ceased to have control of the territory, and no provision has been 
made by Kentucky by which such warrants could be located in her territory; that the petitioner has, since 
his marriage, made an unsuccessful application to the legislature of Kentucky for some provision by 
which he might be enabled to locate his warrant in that State; that, at the pressing solicitation of the 
Congress, Virginia, from motives the most disinterested and patriotic, in 1784, ceded to the United States, 
without any equivalent, nearly all of her territory north of the Ohio river, comprising much the largest 
and richest portion thereof, for the purpose of enabling the Congress to meet its engagements contracted 
during the war of the revolution. This donation, perhaps the most valuable and disinterested ever made, 
placed at the disposal of Congress the present States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, together with the 
Michigan and Northwest Territories—a fund from which the government of the United States had derived 
many millions of dollars, and which is still productive; that Virginia, anxious to preserve her public 
faith, and fearing that the lands set apart in that portion of her territory composing the present State of 
Kentucky for the location of warrants issued to her officers and soldiers might prove insufficient for the 
designed object, in her deed of cession to the United States, reserved the territory in the State of Ohio 
lying between the Scioto and Miami rivers for the satisfaction of these warrants. It is difficult at this 
time to determine whether General Campbell ever was an officer within the description mentioned in one 
part of the deed of cession, viz: “an officer on continental or State establishment;” but there is little 
difficulty in determining that he is within another description of those provided for in said deed, viz: 
“officers and soldiers of the American army.” Your committee are, however, inclined to the opinion that 
he comes within the description of each class, and was intended to be provided for by the reservation of 
the tract of country between the Scioto and Miami rivers. If so, this warrant might have been located 
within that reservation. But the petitioner had a difficulty to encounter in the location of his warrant 
which, it seems, has hitherto been considered insurmountable without legislative aid, and which has pre- 
vented its location, and may be supposed to present an obstacle to its location within the reserved district. 
The difficulty is this: by the terms of the resolution on which this warrant is founded, and by the warrant 
itself, its location is to be postponed until after the lands given to the officers and soldiers of the conti- 
nental and State line should be laid off; and your committee are informed that those lands are not yet all 
laid off. To this it may be answered that at the date of this warrant Virginia had not parted with any 
of her territory; that Kentucky was not erected into a separate State until 1792; that there was a time 
fixed by law for the location of those warrants, to which this was postponed, within which it was reason- 
able to expect that those warrants would be located, and beyond which*it was not contemplated by Vir- 
ginia to postpone its location. It is not, therefore, reasonable further to postpone the location of this 
warrant, more especially when it is considered that the United States have, from time to time, made provi- 
sion by law extending the time within which the warrants to which this has been postponed might be 
located, the last of which expired in January, 1824, and as it is believed that the reserved lands within 
the district aforesaid are abundantly sufficient for the satisfaction of all the warrants issued by Virginia 
to her officers and soldiers. It seems, however, that the petitioner has felt bound to wait for the location 
of all the warrants issued to the officers and soldiers of the continental and State line before, in his 
opinion, his own could be located, and has thus been prevented from locating it. . 

Your committee forbear to urge any argument in favor of the prayer of the petitioner, as the subject 
is fully and ably discussed in the several statements of the petitioner, from 1 to 3, inclusive, to be 
found among the documents accompanying the petition, and to which they refer. Your committee content 
themselves with the simple inquiry, what would Virginia now do if she possessed the jurisdiction and 
soil ceded to the United States? A reference to her resolution of December 22, 1783, to be found among 
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the documents referred to, and her act of cession to the United States, will satisfactorily answer the ques- 
tion. There cannot be a doubt that, as she then felt that her faith was pledged to provide a fund for the 
satisfaction of this warrant; that as in her deed of cession she manifested the strongest disposition to 
provide for this, among other claims upon her bounty and justice; that as she has, by her public acts, 
given the highest evidence of her sense of the services rendered her and our common country by this 
distinguished and meritorious officer, that she would, without hesitation, provide the means of satisfyin 
this warrant if in her power. Has the obligation acknowledged by Virginia passed with the soil to the 
United States? Your committee think that it has. The right of the officers and soldiers in this reserved 
territory was vested at the time of the cession. The United States took the soil as a volunteer, with the — 
exception of this and some other small reservations, which were never intended to be passed to the 
United States; and as this government received the jurisdiction over this territory without equivalent, it 
is morally and equitably bound, in all cases, to redeem the pledged faith of the donor, inasmuch as the 
United States accepted the grant, subject to all the obligations and conditions to which Virginia had 
previously subjected herself. - 

Your committee, understanding that there is within the reserved district lying between the Scioto 


* and Miami rivers a sufficiency of good land for the satisfaction of this and all.other military warrants 


intended by Virginia to be located there, think it just that the petitioner should have leave to locate his 
warrant of 5,000 acres on any of the vacant lands in that district. They therefore report a bill for that 
purpose. 





No. 1. 
In tHE Hovse or Derecates, Friday, December 19, 1783. 


Resolved, That the petition of William Christian and Arthur Campbell, guardians of Charles Campbell, 
the only son of General William Campbell, deceased, is reasonable. 

Resolved, That after the lands given by law as bounties to the officers and soldiers shall be surveyed 
and laid off, five thousand acres of the surplus be granted to the said Charles Campbell, in consideration 
of the meritorious services of his late father, General William Campbell, deceased. 

A true copy of a resolution, as the same passed in the general assembly December 22, 1783. 

Teste: J. PLEASANTS, Jr, C. H. D. 

DecemBer 12, 1808. 





No. 2. 


It scemed to be the desire of the committee that I should prove General Campbell to have been on 
continental establishment, and of that grade which would entitle him to the quantity of acres of land 
which the State of Virginia, by their resolution of 1783, gave him. In pursuing these inquiries in the 
old records of Virginia, I have found insurmountable difficulties, as well from the destruction of the 
records of those times by the enemy as from the manner in which the affairs of our country were 
managed at that early period of the revolution. Our situation was novel and critical, our plans undigested, 
of course governed by events as they occurred, and consequently no regular system pursued. It is therefore 
presumed it cannot be expected that cemplete information can now be obtained. In aid, however, of 
these means, I have resorted to gentlemen who I supposed might have a knowledge of the concerns of 
our country at the commencement of the war, and of General Campbell personally. Their certificates 
are herewith enclosed, and will prove that General Campbell was in the service of his country, as a 
captain, from the commencement of the war until 1777, on that kind of continental establishment which 
was only known at that period; that he commanded as a colonel at King’s Mountain, and that in 1781 he 
was appointed a general over the militia of Virginia by the legislature thereof. These are the military 
situations in which he stood in the revolutionary war; and for his services in those situations it was that 
the legislature of Virginia granted this warrant. 

It cannot be doubted from these facts that if the title of the soil on the southeast and northwest 
sides of the Ohio river had remained in Virginia no hesitation could possibly be made to the satisfaction 
of this claim. When the resolution on which it exists did pass the public gratitude was unbounded 
towards General Campbell; indeed, the people of Virginia have not yet forgotten his signal services, nor 
would they be indifferent to the event of his claim, but would hold themselves under an obligation to 
remonstrate upon a refusal of a compensation for a right the origin of which may be said to have been a 
leading nerve of the American independence. 

It is true, indeed, that Virginia no longer can control the disposal of the soil, except it be by appeal- 
ing to the real circumstances which dictated the cession. 

What induced her to cede this territory? It will be recollected that it was at the most urgent 
entreaty of Congress, that the confederation might be no longer obstructed. The jealousy of those States 
having no waste lands could not otherwise be soothed.—(See the resolution of Congress of September, 
1780.) Her magnanimity and patriotism would seem to deserve at least this return, that the claim of Gen- 
eral Campbell on the honor and justice of Virginia should not be treated with the same rigor and scrupulous-" 
ness as if she had sold her territory to the other States with a view of making money by the bargain, or 
as if the other States had given money for it. There is a character in transactions like these which 
the United States ought never to relinquish by the adoption of strict criticisms. 

At an early period of the revolution a tract of country had been set apart for the benefit of the 
Virginia troops serving in the war; and when the land office was opened in May, 1799, that reservation 
was confirmed.—(P. 96, Chancellor’s Revisal.) The grant to General Campbell was placed on the ground 
with that to the other officers and soldiers in the State and continental line, except that they were to be 
satisfied first. On December 19, 1783, the resolution passed the house of delegates, and on the 20th 
became final by the approbation of the senate. At this time the general assembly had full powers over 
the lands in question, and understood that they pessessed and acted on this belief, although they had, on 


































































1826.] LOCATION OF A VIRGINIA MILITARY LAND WARRANT. 783 





a om 
January 2, 1781, offered to cede the country to the United States on very easy terms, which had not been 
then accepted by Congress. Nay, more; on December 22, 1783, they specially provide for bounties, like 
that of General Campbell’s, out of these lands. On the very same day they passed the law authorizing 
the delegates from Virginia to Congress to make the cession by a deed, which, however, was not executed 
until some time in the succeeding year. Is is creditable that, with so recent an attention to the subject, 
they would have lost the memory of what they had done but a few hours before for General Campbell’s 
heirs? Not forgetting it, can they be presumed intentionally to have renounced their benevolence, 
springing from gratitude, and to have abandoned him to whom the United States were so deeply indebted? 
or can there exist a hardihood sufficient to assert that the other States would have paused at the accept- 
ance of the cession, merely because 5,000 acres were to be withdrawn from the millions ceded, and given 
to the family of a man whose valor achieved, upon a voluntary impulse, what is now recorded in history 
as an illustrious epoch in our revolutionary struggle ? 

It is believed, moreover, if the act of cession were to be interpreted as a court of equity would inter- 
pret a deed, under such circumstances General Campbell’s heir would be sheltered under its construction. 

. The true reason why the resolution of January, 1781, did not speak specially of this and other boun- 
ties was, that none such had occurred out of the continental and State lines, which alone were then con- 
templated and recognized in express terms. But when the act of cession was drawn, the reservation of 
these lines is not excepted out of the general grant to the United States by the same express and special 
terms, but by these, ‘not disposed of by bounties to the officers and soldiers in the American army.” 
General Campbell’s is a bounty. He was an officer, not as far as appears in the resolution in his favor in 
either of the lines; he was an officer of the American army, because, in strictness, the militia, the State 
troops, and the continental troops, were never so denominated but in a liberal sense. He was an officer 
in the army, in a military corps serving the American cause. It will not be pretended that this definition 
will admit pretensions from officers of the militia, because General Campbell claims a bounty particular 
to himself by special resolution, and officers of the militia in general could not find words even so com- 
prehensive, which before the act of cession would confer bounties on them. But, after all, if the Virginia 
assembly mistook the real force of the terms American army, or even if, while the act of cession was in 
its progress through the legislature at the same time with General Campbell’s resolution, they should 
have forgotten the latter, is it possible that the dignity of the United States can so far hazard itself for 
the paltry quantity of 5,000 acres of wild lands, which they hold in immense quantities, and millions of them 
by the courtesy of Virginia, as to suffer it to be proclaimed that, without paying a cent from their treasury, 
they will accept a pure gift from Virginia of federal patriotism, which had been previously encumbered 
with a perfect debt of public gratitude to an individual, and take refuge in the ambiguity of language from 
that debt which, but for inattention, misapprehension, or accident, would have been more minutely avowed ? 
Besides, in a case between man and man, this would be reprobated in a court of equity. 1t might be 
said that when the seller, who had in the usual course of such transactions clogged the estate sold 
with any encumbrance, had, from any cause, failed to mention it to the purchaser, the estate itself should 
continue charged with it. In the present instance the usual style of such business was preserved. 
Virginia, possessing full sovereignty over the lands, resolve that General Campbell’s heir shall have a 
small portion of them for the most valuable consideration. A patent could not be immediately issued in 
full form, because it was to be satisfied out of the surplus not yet ascertained. Before the surplus could 
be ascertained, the property is alienated to a body who paid nothing for it. The grant of this warrant is 
one of the public resolutions of the Virginia legislature. That body felt the service which dictated the 
grant as connected with their welfare, if not with their being. It would therefore seem, to reject such a 
elaim, the United States must assume the prerogative of converting what would be a wrong in an 
individual into a right in their own case. No rule of morality is known to render justice thus flexible, 
nor are the United States understood ever to have assumed an exemption from the rules of good faith. 
It is therefore hoped that the commander of King’s Mountain, who died in the service of his country, will 
not be marked as a solitary example of such imminent injustice. It is the descendant of this man who is 
now seeking her rights from the representatives of this nation, and who, if it had not been for fortuitous 
circumstances, might have been leading out a life in wretchedness and poverty, with a claim of five 
thousand acres of land in her pocket, predicated on the bounty of her country, without possessing one 
solitary acre! It is true, the heir of General Campbell is far from relying on this for her subsistence; yet 
the possessing it would be more grateful to her than double the number of acres in the ordinary mode of 
purchase. ; 

Upon the whole, I am so strongly impressed that the Congress of the United States will be actuated 
by the same justice, liberality, and gratitude, in disposing of this claim, which pervaded the breasts of 
those who gave it, that it is with confidence and with pleasure I submit the subject to their consideration 
and disposal. 

FRANCIS PRESTON. 





No. 3. 
To the Committee on Public Lands: 


I have deemed it not improper to present to the committee a short statement of the case contained in 
the petition I had the honor to have presented to Congress, and some ideas which have occurred on the 
limited consideration I have been enabled to give the subject. For, although it is a matter of considerable 
interest to me, yet I have never heretofore thought it necessary to investigate the principles of the claim, 
because, having the evidence, I supposed the faith of the State was pledged for its satisfaction, and that 
any regulations which she would make in relation to her lands, either with the United States or the State 
of Kentucky, would always have an eye to the preservation of the rights of her officers and soidiers, and 
that her bounties and gifts were not merely nominal, but intended to be carried into effect in good faith. 
m= On December 19,1783, by a resolution of the legislature of Virginia, a warrant of 5,000 acres was 
granted to Charles Campbell, son of General William Campbell, for the meritorious services of the said Gene- 
ral Campbell in the revolutionary war, on the condition it should not be located until the claims for land by 
the officers and soldiers on continental and State establishment should pe satisfied. 

On December 22, 1783, another resolution passed the legislature of Virginia, directing that all the 
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surplus lands within the territory laid off by law for the officers and soldiers on continental and State 
establishments on the east side of the river Ohio, which may be left after such officers and soldiers shal] 
have surveyed their several portions under entries made before the first of July next, (1784,) shall be set 
apart and reserved for the purpose of making good all such bounties. About this period Charles Campbell 
died, a minor, whereby this warrant became vested in Sarah B. Campbell, the only remaining child of 
General Campbell, who was also a minor, and, of course, incapable of transacting any business, or 
procuring it to be done; but, soon after, guardians were appointed for the said Sarah for this and other 
purposes, though before they proceeded to act on this warrant further than to deposit it in the proper 
office, a contest arose as to the propriety of their appointments, which pended until Kentucky became a 
State, within whose limits the portion of the country allotted to the officers and soldiers lay. 

In the year 1793 I became interested in this warrant by my intermarriage with Sarah B. Campbell 
but, being in public business at that period, did not bestow attention to it until the year 1795, when i 
went to Kentucky to have the land located, having learned it had been neglected by the guardians. On 
applying to the proper office, kept by Major Croghan, he thought he had no authority then to locate or 
enter the warrant, and advised an application to the legislature of Kentucky, which I immediately made 
by petition, praying permission to locate it on the lands lying on Cumberland and Tennessee rivers, ag 
reserved by the law of Virginia erecting Kentucky into a separate State; but this application was refused, 
under the impression, it is believed, that it was a subject which belonged to the general government, and 
that provisiou was made for it in the deed of cession made by the State of Virginia to the United States 
of the lands northwestward of the river Ohio. 

On recurring to that instrument, which was executed by the delegates in Congress from the State of 
Virginia in 1784, I find it provides that in case the good lands on the Tennessee, Cumberland, and Green 
rivers, which had been reserved for the American army, should be insufficient for the purposes intended, 
that then the deficiency should be made up between the Scioto and Miami rivers. This provision seems 
to embrace the present case, and imposes an obligation on the United States to permit this warrant to be 
located in that portion of the country. Ifthis be not the case, the State of Virginia has either acted with 
pertidy, or has been overreached in the deed of cession, as it relates to gifts of this description. As to 
perfidy, the State of Virginia has ever been incapable; her magnanimous generosity to her officers and 
soldiers of the revolutionary war forbid the idea. The grant of the warrant, now the subject of investi- 
gation, does away any imputation of the kind, as there was no positive obligation on her to grant it, but 
arose from the best motives—a grateful remembrance and a just compensation for the extraordinary 
services of a meritorious and gallant officer; which services were duly appreciated by Virginia, as appears 
by the resolutions herewith exhibited. That the State of Virginia may have been overreached in this 
transaction is not improbable; for acting with the United States, whom she would properly suppose were 
actuated by the same generous feelings towards the supporters of the revolution that she was, and would 
do precisely as she would, employed no caution in the terms of that transfer which granted to the United 
States an extensive fertile portion of her State for the general purposes of the Union, after complying with 
her special engagements. Ifa doubt can remain whether the above-recited clause of the deed of cession 
embraces this case, it would seem there ought to be very little hesitation in the legislature of the Union 
to carry into execution the intention of the legislature of Virginia, who, most certainly, intended to provide 
for such claims. Justice seems to demand a liberal construction, and policy requires it; for, being on the 
eve of a war, it will be poor encouragement, indeed, for men to hazard their lives and fortunes when they 
observe an unwillingness in the representatives of the nation to make compensation for those hazards and 
privations. But I am inclined to believe there can be no doubt on this point; and that the only difficulty 
is, whether this warrant is to remain unlocated until all the claims of the officers and soldiers on conti- 
nental establishment are satisfied, as appears to be the condition on the face of the warrant. This condition, 
to be sure, is an extraordinary one, but it would have been infinitely more so if a limitation had not been 
fixed for the location of warrants on continental establishment. But this was done by a resolution of the 
Virginia legislature in relation to the claims on the lands southeast of the Ohio, and by the laws of 
Congress in relation to the claims of the northwest side, though afterwards extended from time to time by 
Congress, and thereby prevented the location of this warrant. As, then, the limitation has been extended 
frequently, and may be continued to the entire exclusion of this claim, it would seem but justice that it, 
which is as obligatory on the faith of the United States as any other claim, ought now to be permitted to 
rest on the same principles that those on continental establishment do. 
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CLAIM TO BOUNTY LAND OF AN OFFICER OF THE REGIMENT COMMANDED BY GENERAL 
GEORGE ROGERS CLARK. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 8, 1826. 


Mr. Barroy, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of William Biggs, of 
the State of Illinois, with the accompanying documents, reported: 


That the petitioner was a lieutenant in the regiment of General George Rogers Clark, for whom a 
reservation was made by the State of Virginia in her act of cession to the United States, and was entitled, 
under the laws of Virginia, to the quantity of two thousand acres of that reservation. By a law passed 
in 1783 Virginia appointed a board of commissioners to distribute the said reservation among the officers 
and soldiers of that regiment, but provided no mode of giving notice to, or convening the officers and 


soldiers at, such distribution. ° Lares . ; 
Early in 1785 the petitioner removed from Ohio county, Virginia, to the Illinois country, which had 
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been conquered by General Clark, and has resided there ever since. Sometime in that year the Virginia 
commissioners met at Louisville, in Kentucky, to make the distribution of the reservation. It appears, 
from the evidence before the committee, that no regular roll of the said officers and soldiers had been 
preserved, and that the distribution was made upon the recollection of the officers then present, and without 
allotting any part of the land to the petitioner, who was then absent, and without notice of either the act 
of Virginia or the distribution made under it. The whole of the reservation has been distributed among 
the other officers and soldiers of that regiment. The petitioner must lose his share of the reservation, 
without his fault, unless either the State of Virginia or the United States will compensate him for his 
services, as was intended by both governments in forming the compact expressed in the act of cession, 
and the acceptance thereof by the United States. 

Virginia has divested herself of the fund out of which she could place the petitioner in the situation 
of the other officers of that regiment, and therefore cannot do so. The United States have obtained a 
liberal cession from the State of Virginia, and has the means of compensating the petitioner without 
prejudice to the true interests of the Union. The petitioner is now old and has a numerous family, and 
is in adverse circumstances. 

The committee therefore, without insisting upon any legal obligation on the part of the United 
States to indemnify the petitioner, believe it equitable that the petitioner should be placed in the situation, 
as nearly as may be, of the other officers of the regiment that conquered the country out of which he 
asks to be compensated. 

They therefore recommend the passage of the bill introduced for that purpose, as amended by the 


committee. 
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RELATIVE TO THE TRUE BOUNDARIES OF THE VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND IN 
OHIO AND CLAIMS TO LAND WITHIN THE SAME. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 12, 1826. 
Mr. Eaton submitted the following statement: 
GENERAL MARTHUR’S CLAIM. 


For detailed and particular information in relation to the merits of the bill referred, “a bill providing 
for quieting the purchasers of certain lands sold by the United States in the State of Ohio,” the committee 
beg leave to refer to the report which accompanied the bill from the House of Representatives, with the 
documents thereto appended, and more particularly to the opinion of the Supreme Court in the case of 
Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson and Wright. 

This is a matter of fact inquiry, depending upon where a particular line is situated. 

Virginia ceded to the United States her western territory, and, lest there might not be a sufficiency 
of land fit for cultivation in the State of Kentucky, she, in her act of cession, declared “that if the 
quantity of land reserved on the southeast side of the Ohio for the Virginia troops on continental estab- 
lishment should prove insufficient for their legal bounties, the deficiency should be made up to said troops 
in good lands between the Scioto and Little Miami rivers.” 

The lands reserved for this purpose on the southeast side did prove insuflicient, and locations, with a 
view to the satisfaction of Virginia continental warrants, were permitted to be made in Ohio between 
those two rivers, the Scioto and Little Miami. ; 

Each of those rivers run from the north in a southern direction, discharging themselves into the 
Ohio. The source of the Scioto is found to be upwards of fifty miles higher to the north than the Miami. 
Its head branch, passing round the Miami, rises west of it. It is here the dispute arises, and the question 
made is, what proper construction is to be given to the words used in the Virginia cession, “between the 
Scioto and Little Miami?” If the sources of those two rivers were near each other, or on the same 
parallel, the common sense and plain answer would be to connect the streams by a direct line; and to 
permit entries and locations between those rivers, and below such a connecting line, would be a compli- 
ance with both the design and intention of the declaration contained in the cession by Virginia to the 
United States. Owing, however, to the circumstance of one river having its source further to the north 
than the other, and winding, too, further to the west, doubts have arisen as to the manner the line should 
be run from the Miami to the Scioto, so as to constitute truly a western boundary to the reserve. 

In the year 1800 the United States directed the source of the Miami to be ascertained, and thence 
the western boundary to be run; in pursuance of which direction, in 1802, a line was run and marked 
from the source of the Miami to the Sciotc, which is now known by the name of Ludlow’s line. The act 
of Congress provided that this should be recognized as the west boundary to the reserve if in two years 
Virginia assented to it. Virginia never did assent; and hence, although the line was run, yet, so far as 
its establishment required the assent of Virginia, it never having been given, the line was not conclusive. 

Another attempt was made in the year 1812, and in that year commissioners on the part of the United 
States were met by those of Virginia. “They did not agree, and of course nothing definitive or conclusive 
was done. The line was still not established, the Virginia commissioners contending that the correct 
plan was to commence at the source of the Scioto and run south to the mouth of the Miami; the effect of 
which would have been, not to set apart the lands between the Scioto and Miami, but to place the line 
entirely to the west of the latter river. In this state of things, and most probably in expectation of 
attaining an amicable adjustment of the difference, the commissioners on the part of the United States 
fixed upon a point very near to where Ludlow had made his beginning and departure; but, instead of 
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running north to the Scioto, they turned west of north, and ran the line directly to the head source of the 
Scioto, which line is now called Roberts’, leaving included between it and Ludlow’s the line first run, viz: 
in 1802, about 55,000 acres of land. To this line of Roberts’ the Vi irginia Commissioners never assente d, 
and, accordingly, if the assent of that State be at all necc essary, the boundary i is as unfixed and uncertain 
as is that of Ludlow’s. 

Between these two lines General McArthur, in 1810, made locations to the amount of 14,000 aches, 
none of which, except one for 255 acres, was perfect ted into a grant until June, 1812; 9,000 or 10, 000 
acres are not yet perfected; and, for the residue, grants were obtained after the United States had sur- 
veyed and sold lands by him entered upon, and now claimed. 

The question, under these circumstances, is, whether Duncan McArthur or those who purchased of 
the United States have the better title. It is alleged that McArthur has; that the Supreme Court, in the 
‘vase of Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Wright and Thorhpson, has so decided; and, accordingly, this bill is 
introduced to pay General McArthur $65,000, and thereby to put aside his opposing claim, and to quict 
the claims of those who have purchased of the United States. 

It is conceived that, under the cession and contract with Virginia, no obligation existed against the 
United States in relation to the continental claim of Virginia, to the extent that the State of Virgin 
could, in any manner, call in question the acts of the United States, or claim any visitorial right or power. 
The satisfaction of these claims depended alone on good faith and a proper execution of the trust con- 
fided. Virginia, in the cession made by her to the United States, makes no reserve of right, but, it 
language merely declaratory of her own objects and purposes, says that, if the lands reserved shoul 
prove insufficient, the deficiency was to be made up between the Scioto and Little Miami. Here is not a 
right reserved, but a mere direction of the trust. Her lands were about to be yielded to the general 
government; a debt was due, founded on previous assurances made to the soldiers of the Rrevolution 
engaged in her service; and hence, in the cession made, a language like this is held: “ all the lands to 
the west, within my limits, are ceded, but you must take care of the interests of those to whom my bounty 
has been promised; and if the lands reserved in Kentue ky shall prove insufficient, provision for satis- 
fying their claims must be made between the Scioto and Miami.” 

With a view to this object, Gongress, in May, 1785, enacted “ that the lands lying befween the rivers 
Scioto and Miami should not be sold or alienated until there should be laid off and appropriated, for the 
ofticers and soldiers of Virginia, the land they were entitled to agreeably to the act of cession.” In this 
is recognized the right both of evil and of sovereignty, and the idea maintained th: at, until the couniry 
should be particularly designated, laid off, and appropriated, and authority to make entries did not attac h, 
and no locations could, of course, be made. Virginia had merely assented that certain lands lying within 
a particular region of country should be set apart for the satisfaction of her bounty claims; but when this 
should be done, or how they should be meted and bounded, was aright which, in the nature of sovereiguty, 
attached to the United States, who stood in the character of grantee to Virginia. Suppose the State of 
Virginia never to have parted with the soil; that she had yet retained it, and, on her statute book, expres- 
sions such as Congress has used had been found, to wit, that the lands between the Scioto and Miami 
should not be sold or alienated, but should be, and was, reserved for the satisfaction of her bounty claims 
until some definite act was passed authorizing locations and surveys to be made by claimants, it would 
not be pretended that any one, merely in virtue of the words making the reservation, would be possessed 
of authority to proceed and perfect their warrants into grants. To authorize this, something more would 
be necessary; it would be necessary for the sovereign to say that such was permitted to be done, and 
how, and when, and under what circumstances, the surveys and locations should be made, and to pre- 
scribing the whole process necessary to the completion of the right. The transfer being made, the United 
States possessed every right which Virginia had; and, until they had thrown open the country, there was 
nothing to authorize a valid entry to be made. The question remaining is, has the United States con- 
ceded this authority ? 

Unquestionably the United States had the right to say that a line should be drawn, and all locations 
be made within such limits as they might prescribe, and refuse to set apart any other quantity until that 
should be fully exhausted, taking care, as good faith required, that if the warrants could not all be satis- 
fied, another and another portion of their location should be again assigned. 

By an act of Congress passed in May, 1800, Congress undertook to define the western boundary of 
the reserve, and to appropriate those reserved lands to be entered upon by Virginia claimants. Accord- 
ingly land districts and land offices were created, and directions issaed to the surveyor general to have 
the western boundary of the reserve run. Ludlow, who was directed to agenesis upon this business, 
having ascertained the head of the Little Miami, run a line north towards the Scioto until it struck the 
Indian boundary, where he discontinued it. This line was run and marked in 1802, and immediately 
thereafter, in pursuance of the same act of Congress, he surveyed the lands lying west of that line, and 
which lands, so-surveyed, were subsequently sold by the United States. They are the same lands which 
General McArthur now claims in pursuance of location of military warrants made in the year 1810. 

Two years after this period, to wit, in March, 1804, Congress again legislated upon this matter, and 
declared that the line run by Ludlow should constitute the western : boundary of the reserve, if Virginia 
assented thereto within two years. This Virginia, however, never did do, and thence is maintained an 
authority to make location of warrants west of the line. This opinion, however, must be fallacious, inas- 
much as the United States were altogether sovereign, and Virginia, by virtue of the terms of her cession, 
deprived of every authority to interfere in any manner whatever. 

From this period until 1812 nothing more was done in reference to the establishing the western 
boundary of the reserve. In that act they refer to and declare Ludlow’s to be the line, and that it should 
be so considered until commissioners on the part of the United States and on the part of Virginia should, 
by consent, establish one. At the same session commissioners on the part of Congress were appointed, 
who subsequently met those of Virginia, but they did not arrive at any agreement; and a line, under the 
direction of the United States commissioners alone, was run and marked from the head of the Little 
Miami to the source of the Scioto, a distance of fifty-three miles. In this case the parties disagreed, and, 
of consequence, consent not being had, by virtue of the terms of the act, Ludlow’s was declared to be 
the true line. By what sort of argument can it be maintained that Roberts’ is truly the line, and Lud- 
low’s not? The United States, not Virginia, had the unquestioned right to ascertain and to decide upon 
this matter. Early as 1804, in pursuance of this right, legislation took place upon this subject, and 
Ludlow’s line was agreed upon, subject, to be sure, to the condition that the State of Virginia should, in 
two years, to wit, by March, 1806, give her consent. In 1812, however, when the subject was again 
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levislated upon, this line of Ludlow’s is adverted to, and the declaration made that it is to be and remain 
the true line unless another should, by consent, be established. This consent was never had, aud hence 
it would seem to be a fair conclusion that, if not before, at least in ———,, 1812, Ludlow’s was, by the 
oper and competent authority, declared to be the true western boundary to the reserve. If the be mundary 
fixed by the act of 1804 was uot absolute and certain, and the consent of Virginta made any difference, 
it was at least a notice to claimants that beyond tiat line to the west it was not intended they should 
proceed with their claims for location; and this restriction and limit, it is believed, the United States, in 
virtue of the rights she had acquired from Virginia, had the unquestioned authority to do. If the condi- 
tion annexed, that it rested on the assent of Virginia, can vary the force of the argument, then, at any 
yate, the act of 1812 did have the effect, there being no condition then annexed to fix and establish Lud- 
low’s as the true line. 

We have before remarked that General McArthur made his locations in the year 1810, six years after 
the United States, by the declaration made that -she considered Ludlow’s to be the line, had given notice 
that the lands to the west of that line were not subject to appropriation, and long after the time, too, 
when the public surveys had been made and the land west of the line sold to legitimate purchasers. Of 
course McArthur does not present himself to the consideration of the coun ry as a man Clear of fault, or 
acting under such sort of innocent mistake as to be recommended to the favorable notice and considera- 
tion of Congress. He advanced upon the danger with a knowledge of all the circumstances. He knew 
of the act of 1804. He knew of Ludlow’s line being run under sanction of the government. He knew of the 
surveys that had been made west of that line, and of the sales that had been made to innocent purchasers 
for fair and valuable consideration, He knew, too, of other and good lands, properly and certainly within 
the reserve, which he might have appropriated to the satisfaction of his warrants: all these things he did 
know, and yet, disregarding them all, chose to throw himself in collision with the United States, and to 
draw in question and to embarrass all they had done. ; 

Again: although General McArthur’s locations were made in 1810, his grants, most of them at least, 
are not yet issued. The few that have been issued are posterior to the act of 1812, which positively declares 
Ludlow’s to be the line, with the exception of one of about 250 acres; and this was issued a few days 
before the passing of the act of 1812. If, then, hardships are to be complained of, they are truly of his 
own seeking, for justice was within his reach without his coming in contact with those acts which had 
been authorized by the government. Locations or entries are but incipient inchoate rights; no titles are 
derived until the grant be issued. The location, to be sure, operates as a lien upon the land appropriated, 
to the extent of notice to after locators, that they may avoid collision, but against the sovereign authority 
it creates neither a lien nor bar; it is only when the sovereign, by its own act, in the making a grant, is 
estopped, and even then the estuppel fails to operate, if, as in this case, previous grants have been made 
to others. General McArthur consequently had the authority, and yet has it, to the extent of 10,000 
acres, of withdrawing his entries, and receiving all that the United States is bound, in right, justice, or 
under her compact of cession, to do, to be furnished with lands fit for cultivation. With this he is not 
content, but, with open eyes, ventures in conflict with the government of the United States, subjects her 
to much trouble and expense, as well in courts of justice as out, and now comes here and asks to be paid 
the value of lands which, with a full knowledge of all the circumstances, he has improperly entered. 

But it is said that the Supreme Court has adjudged all the facts and circumstances of this case, and 
that the decision in the case of Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson and Wright determines every doubt in 
favor of General McArthur. This is believed not to be the case. Thompson, who was defendant in this 
case, was, to be sure, a purchaser under and from the United States; but then the very fact which is the 
material one in the inquiry was yielded. It was an agreed case, and the facts consented to were all 
spread upon the record; and upon the facts thus agreed to and spread out the court was required to 
decide. One, and the most material of all, was the admission that Roberts’ was the true line; which being 
conceded, the court determined this, and nothing more, that the locations made were, of course, within the 
reserve, and if su, then was the result certain that they were subject to entry by the holders of military 
warrants. The line of Roberts being admitted, the conclusion fairly resulted that those lands were subject 
to entry and location for the reason that, by the act of 1790, a general authority was given to the holders of 
warrants to proceed to satisfy them on the lands between the Scioto and Miami, and because, by the act 
of 1785, not repealed, Congress had absolutely forbid that any of the lands lying between those rivers 
should be sold or alienated until the Virginia warrants should have been satisfied. The simple isolated 
inquiry for the Supreme Court to determine was, whether or not was the location of Doddridge situated 
between the Scioto and Little Miami; and here they were precluded from all inquiry, for the reason that 
Roberts’ line was admitted on the record. Consequently, the court, in delivering their opinion, use this 
language: “We are relieved from the inquiry respecting the main branches of these rivers by the 
case agreed, * * *  * * Admitting this line to constitute the true boundary of the military reserve, 
the land in controversy lies within it, and the plaintiff’s patent would consequently be valid if it depended 
entirely on the original deed of cession and the acts of Congress which have been recited.” 

Another material omission in the agreed case of Doddridge’s Lessee vs. Thompson and Wright, is 
found in this, that the date of the plaintiff’s location is not given. The Supreme Court, in declaring their 
opinion, remark, it does not appear when this location was made. “It might have have been made previous 
to the passage of the act of 1807, and the presumption of law is, that it was made before that time, since 
the patent is presumed to be valid until the contrary is shown.” 

To arrive, then, at a conclusion favorable to the claim of the plaintiff, the court assumes the fact, 
through presumption, for the record was silent, that this location was made anterior to 1807. Whether, 
in the case of Doddridge’s Lessee, this was a true or false presumption is material to this investigation 
only to the extent of showing that such is not the fact in this case. And if, as the Supreme Court appear 
to have done, this was a material point in that case, then the same fact not now appearing in this, the 
same conclusion may with propriety be disputed. McArthur’s locations are shown to have been made in 
1810, three years after the passing of the act of 1807. 

By the act of 1807, three years further time was given, as repeatedly since has been the case, to 
claimants under Virginia warrants to perfect their rights. The act, however, contains this saving 
provision: provided, that no location by the holders of any warrants should, under any circumstances, 
“be made on tracts of land for which patents had been previously issued, or which had been previously 
surveyed.” If any such were obtained, they were declared null and void, 

After the passing of this act, viz: in 1810, General McArthur having gone into the market, and 
purchased various claims from various persons, made locations to the amount of fourteen thousand acres, 
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which are the present subject of investigation. They are, in the language of the act, null and void, for 
the reason that they were made on lands for which patents had been prev tously issued, or on lands prev iously 
surveyed, either of Which made them void. It is difficult to conceive what other end or object could haye 
been held in view by the prohibition of the act of 1807, if it was not to guard against the very kind of 
cases now submitted. Congress, solicitous to do justice, and fairly and faithfully to execute the trusts 
confided by Virginia, endeavored to arrange the western boundary of the Scioto and Miami rese rve, and as 
early as 18( 2 directe .d the line to be run, and whieh was run by L udlow. It was prov ided, however, in 1804, 
that to ie the consent of Virginia should be given in two years. Here, then, in the year 1804, the line 
of Ludlow is recognized, s subjec t to the approv al in two years by the State of Vi irginia, which necessarily 
would have fallen in March, 1806; when, therefore, in the following year, 1807, they came to legislate 
again in reference to this subject, they enlarge the time for making locations to three years, giving a stil] 
longer period for making and returning surveys; and with this express and positive limitation annexed, that 
any locations thus to be made were to be and should be void if made on lands previously patented, or on 
lands previously surveyed. This precaution taken in the bill evidently was designed to protect locations 
and titles west of Ludlow’s line, and could have been intended for no other purpose. _ It could not, by 
any forced construction, have been intended to affect the claims of Virginia bounty land claimants, for a 
most obvious reason, that it could not reach them. A patent previously issued place 'd at defiance every 
warrant-holder and subsequent locator, and hence needed no aid from the statute. He who had a previous 
location, and whose land had been surveyed, thereby acquired a lien or inchoate right which no future 
locator or enterer could disturb. It would then have been the veriest imaginable folly for a legislature 
of well, informed men, or even common sense men, to have set themnclves to work to give protection 
through laws enacted to claims already resting in most perfect security. The adducible inference, and 
none other can be inferred, is, that the provision of the act of 1807 was alone intended to guard the 
surveys which had previously been made by Ludlow, and which were situated to the west of the line run 
by him in 1802, under the orders of the government. 
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OPERATIONS OF THE LAND SYSTEM, AND THE NUMBER OF MILITARY BOUN VYTY LAND 
WARRANTS ISSUED DURING THE LAST YEAR. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WITH HIS ANNUAL MESSAGE, DECEMBER 5, 1826. 


GeneraL Lann Orricr, December 1, 1826. 


Sm: Referring to the report made by me on December 15, 1825, and then submitted to you, I have 
now the honor to state that the whole of the very heavy arrearages of the business of the office has been 
brought up, and that the current business of the office in all its branches has been brought up to the 
present time, so far as the returns have rendered it practicable; and I feel great satisfaction in adding 
that, with few exceptions, the returns of the registers and receivers have been promptly and regularly 
made, and that in most of the cases where there has been delay in making their returns satisfactory 
reasons have been assigned for such delay. The paper No. 1 exhibits the periods to which the quarterly 
accounts of the receivers have been returned, the periods to which they have been adjusted, and the 
amounts in the hands of the receivers at the dates of the accounts respectively. The paper No. 2 is a 
statement showing the cases where the returns of the registers have been delayed, and the causes of such 
delay so far as they are known to this office. 

In respect to the surveying department, so far as it is connected with this office, I have the honor to 
state that the returns of the surveyor general whose surveying district embraces the States of Ohio and 
Indiana and the Territory of Michigan are regularly and promptly made, and that there are no existing 
embarrassments in relation to the business of “that office. 

In the surveying district embracing the States of Illinois and Missouri and the Territory of Arkansas 
every possible exertion is made by the very able officer at the head of that department to bring up the 
very heavy arrearages which existed in that office previous to his appointment, and to execute the current 
business. 

In the district embracing the States of Mississippi and Louisiana great embarrassments exist in the 
surveying department, and particularly in relation to the surveying and preparing for patenting the 
private claims in the State of Louisiana. Some of the causes of embarrassment can only be removed by 
the interposition of the legislative regulations. On this subject I made a communication to the chairman 
of the Land Committee of the House of Representatives during the last session of Congress; and, with- 
out some further legal provisions, I have great doubts whether the present incumbent will be able to 
surmount the existing difficulties attending ‘the execution of the surveys in that district. 

In the surveying district which embraces the State of Alabama the surveying has generally been 
executed, with the exception of the surveying of the lands lying south of the 31st degree of latitude in 
that State. This particular tract of country formed a part of the surveying district embracing the States 
of Mississippi and Louisiana, but, by the act of February 28, 1824, it was attached to the surveying dis- 
trict of the State of Alabama. As, however, by the existing laws, the surveying of the private Claims in 
this tract of country, which include a large portion of the best land in it, is subject to the direction of one 
of the principal deputy surveyors for the State of Louisiana, it has been deemed expedient to suspend the 
surveying generally until the surveying of the private as well as the public lands shall be placed by leg- 
islative enactment under the entire control of the surveyor for Alabama. A communication embracing 
this subject has been made to the chairman of the Land Committee of the House of Representatives. 

In the surveying district for the Territory of Florida, the surveying of the public lands has progressed 
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with as much rapidity as was desirable. It is, however, indispensably necessary, for the further due 
execution of the surveying business in that Territory, that legislative provision be made for the surveying 
of the private land claims in Florida. Had the bill in relation to this subject, which was reported to the 
House of Representatives at the last session of Congress, been acted upon and passed, it would have 
enabled the surveyor to have closed the surveys of the private and public lands in that Territory within 
a very short period of time. 

The arrearages of the business of this office having been brought up, and all that portion of the 
business relating to military land claims of every description being very much diminished, it becomes my 
duty to state that the number of the clerks in this office may, with a due regard to the public interest, ‘be 
diminished. Previous to the act of April 20, 1818, the number of clerks in this office had been increased 
with a view to expedite the issuing of the military land patents to the soldiers of the late war. The act 
referred to authorized the employment of twenty-three clerks in this office, and fixed the compensation, 
which amounted to twenty-two thousand five hundred and fifty dollars, and regulated their salaries 
agreeably to the annexed schedule, marked No. 3. But as the duties assigned to, and required of, the 
respective clerks in this office in no manner corresponded with the amount of the salaries which they 
respectively received, and as the act of 1818 had fixed the salaries of the clerks in this office in a ratio 
very disproportionate to the salaries of the clerks in all the other departments of the government, its 
provisions have operated unequally and injuriously in relation to this office. 

It is believed that seventeen competent clerks, seven of those being good and efficient bookkeepers, 
would be adequate to execute the business assigned to this office. I therefore submit the paper marked 
No. 4, exhibiting a statement of the number of clerks required in this office, the nature of their duties, 
and their salaries, respectively, having reference to the salaries generally allowed in other offices, and 
would respectfully recommend that, from and after the fourth of March next, that part of the act of April 
90, 1818, which regulates the number and fixes the compensation of the clerks in this office be so amended 
as to regulate the number and fix the compensation of the same, in conformity to the statement exhibited 
in the paper now submitted. 

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your obedient servant, 
7EO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rvs, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


Exhibit of the state of the accounts of the receivers of public moneys, showing the last quarterly return received 
and adjusted at the General Land Office, ard showing also the balance exhibited by each receiver in the last 
agcount rendered. 


| 
|é Explanatory remarks. 


| Accounts re- 


Land offices. Accounts adjust- | Amount subject to | 
































| ceived fortne | ed for quarter} treasury drafts, | 
quarter end- | ending— as exhibited by | 
| ing— the receivers. 
—— SECC Ee: Hea, Gis icitinc heoucteeinissasacions eeneiccaetehnieciaden 
| | 
Marietta......ccccccccccccccescceces | Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1826 $1,118 24 | 
acsaesdO sewers ssileeiecels WOvceseces 1,001 64 | 
meissieis AO. s0:000 4,271 24 
sccccccsleccece dOceeeeeee 1, 469 22 
aaaenee|sesecre OO sess dsccleccccessescesccss 
Beene Creer dO. cceccee 662 84 
0's 80 e000 [oosiees dO... 006 859 74 
Sacere. Wuneearncr erie: OGsewsiecss 269 21 
Jeffersonville ......scccccccsscccsecs Bester “iota fiisreweiacs Occ seics 2,278 35 
Vincennes......eeeeeeee eee cece eens Escae dO... eeeee Jeeeees dO. .seeeee 14,632 19 
TnGiatiA POs: c:0:0%s vcicesicisisenscabsieee | eases GO esictices Jeseees dOessastes 1,105 82 “a 
Crawfordsville....cccecccecscccsccccieveees AD oceccccclececee O..eeeeee 27,618 61 | $11,000 of this sum were received in the month of Septem- 
| ber last. 
MOLE WAYNC . 5 cccccccsee se siedseviosse leeswiee °C AA |eveeee Nes sees 1,428 22 
Kaskaskia ......cccccccccccccccccses ae eer ewisiaie'e AOsaicniens's 2,119 66 
Shawnectown ........ SECO COCC | gene GOes causes | ieccletela BOs ascsisier 2,019 46 
Edwardsville, .....cccccccccesescsess Jecccee dO ....0000 Jeeeese OC er 1,015 04 
WONGAHE, 320010 oie cos seine benwieiee's | eeccee OOS eicaess Lescaes GOS ccccais 75 48 
PN ica cip ae asae bhiad see asaeareue Laces 7 SS pe rere oseere” OGvissccssc 552 04 
PINEBIDREI Mosinee occas d sbsenteweseeees | ae slerets DOs veacsccieceus® GO cia eeax ‘| 32,632 82 | This sum received at the public sale in September last. 
DetrOit ...00 ccccvecccscccccccccccees | June 30, 1826 | June 30, 1826 | 51, 391 82 The receiver’s quarterly accounts for September last have 
| been delayed in consequence of his absence for the pur- 
| pose of settling his accounts at the treasury and depositing 
the money into bank. It appears, from his monthly accounts 
for September, that there was then in hand $5, 527-35. 
WMOITOR i. 20 aie cee easicalsescieneels weee.| Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1826 2.640 72 
Rt HHNS 62.5 cs eaesadewnsoeeswee aeclawacee ADs sivéc0ce looser DOs eas wens 1,736 56 
PTAMM IM sic ic's0'cs)s vase ease ss eel eccccleccces GO. ccc ccseles 000 cdOcccccces 32,358 39 
Cape GiraTrdeAa, o..cccccccseccccccsvcleses vie ccss 00: locecce Dea'ss siesie 3,075 57 
TAMMIE ia raicjoxoia' a Gisrale sis Si gie. ees esis hoaiee| ses sie ( ORR eee dO... eee 2,930 37 
BUGRENDEOT «:<:0:0:¢0's's pce. oxsec oie sisieareaie Sept. 30, 1825 | Sept. 30, 1825 9,416 78 | No sales since that period, the gentleman appointed to the 
| office of receiver having declined to act. j 
PALEBUING ewicey cs scciel os tele scence Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1826 4,032 64 
EAIANG ALOK Toicidicialsiesioutsieinsicsic senna June 30, 1826 | June 30, 1826 1,274 55 
MOUSCHA issn: os ociieeawoceceu lay ote Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1836 13,267 23 | Received principally in September last. 
Opelousas 2... .ccccccccccscccccscees June 30, 1826 | June 30, 1826 85 63 
NCW: OHGBNG) <icisca said neisianetciew'eaais Mar. 31, 1825 | Mar. 31, 1825 1,600 82 | Receiver removed. 
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No. 1.—Exrhibit of the state of the accounts of the receivers of public moneys, &e.—Continued. 

















| | 
Land offices. Accounts re- |Accounts adjust- /Amount subject to | Explanatory remarks. 
ceived forthe | ed for quarter| treasury dratts, | 
quarter end- | ending— | as exhibited by | 
ing— | the receivers. | 
| 
St. Helena Court-house .......ccccccjocceccccces cocsloccececcvcccvcceleccccescccescocces | No lands in market. 
Washington ....cccccecccccccccccces | Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1826 | $1,701 85 | 
| 
NRG: canuscanesconeseenoneseess Soca DO vinscsns leeesule BOs cxcevns 16 52 
Choctaw district .... ce eeeeeeeeeeenleeeees EO. ..00008 |ecvecce dO. .0c0see! 2,378 84 
St. Stephen’s ....... os sccccccccecs Dec. 31, 1825 Dee. 31, 1825 | ee ccccccccce eccece |}From the monthly returns of the receiver for September last 
| | it appears that there were then in his hands $8,533 13. [¢ 
| | is presumed that the quarterly accounts have been delayed 
| | | in consequence of the absence of the receiver. 
Huntsville ......cccc cece cccscccecees Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1826 | 1,291 11 
MIGCEDOOED <ccncnc suns 00 ssens neeens | Mar. 31, 1826 | Mar. 31, 1826 2,623 37 | The absence of the receiver, and his indisposition, have de- 


| | | layed the rendering of his quarterly accounts. 
Cahaba, 2... ccccccce pes esas wocceces| Dec. 31, 1824 | Dee. 31, 1824 bios 000s eeceeece Balance due by the present receiver on 3lst March last was 
- $13,427. The quarterly accounts have been delayed fiom 


In consequence of the absence of the receiver, and indis- 


| 

| the necessity of bringing up the books of his predecessor, 
| ses . . . . 

| position of the register, very little business has been done 


in this office since March last. 











PEERS i ccce been esekseesonsn ness oe} June 30, 1826 | June 30, 1826 7,292 89 This is the balance found to be due on adjustment of the ac- 
| | counts of this office. The receiver is dead. 

Tallahassee. ...0ccccccesccesccce cece Sept. 30, 1826 | Sept. 30, 1826 | 11,034 35 | 
| | 
No. 2. 


A statement exhibiting the returns of the registers of the land offices which have been delayed, and the cause of 
such delay. 
Lexington, Missouri.—Returns made to November, 1825. No receiver has been in commission since 


that period, which circumstance has stopped the sales. 
New Orleans, Louisiana.—Returns made to March 31, 1806. The receiver removed in consequence of 


absence. 
Cahaba, Alabama.—Returns to June, 1826. The register absent on account of his health. 


Tuscaloosa, Alabama.—Returns to June, 1826. Sickness of the officer has caused the delay. 


No. 3. ‘ 


Schedule of the number of clerks in the General Land Office and their salaries, respectively, as fixed by the act 
of April 20, 1818. 


1 chief clerk, at $1,700 per annum, is ...... 2.0.02... 2 eee ee ee eens He Mebisehktekewses Fee 

2 clerks, at $1,400 per cpt i ge OE ee ee ee ee 

3 clerks, at $1,150 per annum, is ............ Earn ne ima Ee ee ee ee er ee ee 3,450 

5 clerks, at $1,000 per annum, is............... ipuenae ee ee eee es ese Ame Néiessss ae 

12 clerks, at $800 per annum, is ......... Serer eT ee ee ery ikhweea eeeTre re rer 9,600 

23 22,550 
No. 4 


Schedule of the number of clerks and their salaries, respectively, as proposed by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to be substituted in lieu of those authorized bi y the second section of the act of April 20, 1818. 


1 chief clerk, at $1,700, is........... ie tice: hone do EO er ei shawt nak’ ivéwias See 
7 good and efficient accountants and bookkeepers, i reer rear Maia. tae 
1 draughtsman, at $1,150, is. erry Cina a Ney ee re rer ee rn ery ee 1,150 
1 clerk to superintend the private claims and keep the contingent account, at $1, 150, is. re 
1 clerk to attend to military land claims, at $1,150, is.............. 0. ce cece eet ees piece na 1,150 
6 clerks for making out patents, recording, copying, siaidiwe indexes, at $1,000, is....... ..... 6,000 
Additional allowance to the clerk who keeps the account of the 3 per cent. fund .............. 250 

19,450 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 15, 1825. 


Sir: I submit to you a report relative to the execution of those acts which have been placed under 
the immediate superintendence of this office, and the transactions of the office generally. 

You have been heretofore furnished with a statement showing the quantity of land sold in the year 
1824, and for the first six months of 1825, with the amounts for which they sold, and those paid into the 
treasury. 

The act entitled “ An act to provide for the extinguishment of the debt due to the United States by 
the purchasers of public lands,” passed May 18, 1824, having, from its own limitations, expired on the 10th 
of April last, I have the honor now to submit to you two statements showing the amount of debt which 
has been extinguished under the provisions of that act, and the balances now due to the United States by 
individuals; that marked A exhibits, for each land district, the quantity and amount of the purchase 
money of the lands relinquished; the quantity and amount of the purchase money of the lands fully paid 
for; the balances due, including interest, on the lands fully paid for, and the manner in which they were 
paid; the quantity of land, and the amount of money paid thereon, on which further credit has been 
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taken, and which, by the provisions of the act of 1821, has become forfeited to the United States; the 
ity of land and the amount of money paid thereon, which, agreeably to the provisions of the act of 
May, 1800, is subject to be sold for the balance due to the United States; and the amount of debt, 
including the interest on the purchase money of the lands fully paid for, which has been liquidated. That 
marked B exhibits a statement of the amount of debt due by individuals for the purchase of the public 
lands at the periods therein designated. From these exhibits it appears that, by the operation of the act 
of May 18, 1824, the debt due for the purchase of the public lands has been reduced in an amount equal 
to $3,906,578 34; that there has been relinquished to the United States 1,140,749 acres of land, which 
had been sold for $3,314,864 32; and that complete payment has been made for 932,068 acres, the original 
purchase money of which was $2,361,876, and on which there was due, including interest at the time of 
payment, $1,511,664 O07. It also appears that the debt due by individuals for the purchase of public 
lands amounted, on December 31, 1820, to $21,213,350 17; and that on June 30, 1825, it had, by payments 
and relinquishment of lands, been reduced to $6,322,675, 

By the provisions of the act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, passed March 2, 
1821, the debt due by the individuals who availed themselves of the benefit of the act was divided into 
three classes: on the first class a credit of eight years was given; on the second, a credit of six years; 
and on the third, a credit of four years, payable by annual instalments; the period of credit on the third 
class expired in April last, at which time it appears that the debt due in that class had been liquidated, with 
the exception of that portion which was due on 16,734 acres of land, on which there had been paid 
$36,663 81, which amount, by the provisions of the act above referred to, has become forfeited, and the 
lands reverted to the United States. The debt due in the second class will all have accrued and become 
due on December 31, 1826, and that in the first class on March 31, 1829. Unless the benefits of the act of 
May 18, 1824, shall be extended, it is believed that it will be impracticable for the purchasers of the lands 
to make payment, and the lands with the amount paid thereon, to a great extent, will revert and be 
forfeited to the United States. The provisions of the act of May 18, 1824, are sufficiently liberal, and 
have afforded general satisfaction to the persons interested. Should it be deemed proper by Congress 
to renew this act, it is recommended that provision be made by which the owners of the lands embraced 
in the third class, and which lands have reverted, may be permitted to redeem them; it is probable 
that owners of a large portion of these lands intended to abandon them, but there are many cases 
where, from ignorance, inadvertence, or accident, they have become forfeited. 

It will be perceived that the great reduction of the debt due from the purchasers of the public lands 
has been principally effected by a relinquishment of a part of the lands purchased. The lands thus 
relinquished are, for the most part, those which were purchased at the highest prices; so far as these 
relinquished lands, however, have been sold, they have, with few exceptions, brought only the minimum 
price. This is attributable to two causes: Ist. The very large quantity of public lands subject to entry at 
the minimum price in each land district, which has a general tendency to prevent competition. 2d. The 
combination of individuals in those districts where the lands, from their value and situation, would have 
commanded high prices. At some of the public sales it is believed that such combinations of individuals 
have received from the occupants and actual purchasers of the land a greater sum of money in addition 
than that received by the government. To remedy this evil, it is recommended that the lands heretofore 
relinquished, and such as may hereafter be relinquished, should not be sold at public or private sale, 
unless they brought a given price, to be fixed by law, and which should be greater than the minimum price 
at which other lands are now subject to be sould. Such a provision would probably prevent combination; 
it would insure a fair price for the lands, and enable the government to bring into market, without delay, the 
whole relinquished lands without sacrifice, as such of them as were not sold at public sale would, subse- 
quently, be entered by individuals as their means might enable them to do so. That portion of them which 
would not bring the minimum price thus fixed, could, at some future period, be again offered at public 
sale, and be sold as other public lands now are. 

On reference to the statement marked A it will be seen that the average price of all the lands relin- 
quished under the act of May 18, 1824, was about $3 per acre. If, in addition to this, authority bé given 
to the register and receiver of the respective land offices to purchase in, on account of the United States, 
such tracts of land at the public sale of the relinquished lands as they have good and sufficient reasons 
to believe will not sell for a price equivalent to their fair value, in consequence of the combination or 
collusion of individuals, it is believed that the interest of the United States, and that of the bona fide 
purchasers, will be sufficiently secured on the resale of the relinquished lands. It has, however, been 
represented to this office that many persons who have relinquished lands would repurchase them, within 
a reasonable time, at the prices originally given for them. To such a provision there could be no 
reasonable objection, provided the repurchase was made before the public sale of the lands thus 
relinquished. 

Notwithstanding the execution of the act of May 18, 1824, has very much increased the duties and 
labors of the registers and receivers of all the land offices where lands had been sold on a credit, and those 
of this office in particular, yet I have the satisfaction to state that the returns for the land offices have 
been made regularly and punctually, with very few exceptions, and that great progress has been made in 
bringing up the arrears in the several branches of the business in this office. Patents have been issued 
for all the lands purchased and paid for under the credit and cash systems previous to the Ist of May last, 
so far as the returns of the registers and surveyors will enable us to issue them, with the exception of 
the lands purchased at the offices of St. Louis and Cahaba. In consequence of the delay in the receipt 
of the returns from those offices, patents have only been issued for the lands purchased at those offices 
previous to the 18th and 21st of March last. The whole number of patents issued since July, 1823, for 
lands purchased from the United States is 45,416. Estimating the annual sales to require the issue of 
9,000 patents, it will appear that there were nearly three years arrearages to bring yup in this branch of 
the business of this office. The posting of the books of this office has been brought’ up to the periods 
respectively to which the patents have been issued—the arearages of this branch of business were also 
very great. The paper marked C, herewith transmitted, exhibits the periods to which the accounts of the 
receivers of public money were settled—the dates to which they have been rendered. The delay in 
rendering the accounts by the receivers at Cahaba and St. Louis is attributable to the resignations of the 
receivers of those offices. That branch of the business of this office relating to the issuing of ‘military 
patents of every description has never been in arrear; and that relative to the issuing of patents for 
private claims has been brought up so far as the returns of the respective officers and surveyérs will 
justify the issuing of them. 
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The surveying of the public lands has progressed regularly and satisfactorily, with the exception of 
the public lands and _ private claims in the State of Louisiana, and that part of Alabama south of 31° of 
latitude. In this section of country but little progress has been made in surveying the private claims 
and such parts of the public lands as it is desirable to bring into market. A variety of causes has 
eccasioned and will continue to occasion much embarrassment and difficulty in completing the surveying 
of this section of the country. Much of this embarrassment is attributable, however, to the extension of 
the laws for the adjustment of private claims in Louisiana, to the organization of the surveying depart- 
ment, and to the difficulty of procuring surveyors to survey the public and private lands, and to connect 
the private surveys which have been made with the township lines in certain portions of this section of 
the country for the compensation allowed by law. 

The surveying of the lands in Louisiana is by law placed under the superintendence of the surveyor 
south of the State of Tennessee, who resides at Washington, Mississippi; and the surveying of those in 
Alabama, south of the 31st degree of latitude, by a late act of Congress was placed under the superintend- 
ence of the surveyor for that State. But within this district of country there are three principal deputy 
surveyors who are appointed by the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, the duties and powers of 
one of which officers extend to the surveying of the private claims in that part of Alabama lying south 
of 31° of latitude. In a report formerly made from this office, and submitted to Congress, it was stated 
that this organization was defective, and further experience has confirmed that impression. — It is therefore 
respectfully recommended that the offices of the surveyor of lands south of Tennessee, and those of the 
principal deputy surveyors of Louisiana, be abolished; that a surveyor be appointed for the State of 
Louisiana whose duties and powers shall be limited to the surveying of the lands within that State; that 
a principal deputy surveyor be appointed for the State of Mississippi, invested with the powers, and who 
shall perform the duties required of the surveyor south of Tennessee in relation to the surveying of the 
lands within the limits of the State of Mississippi; that the surveying of all the lands south of the 31st 
degree of latitude in Alabama be placed under the direction of the surveyor for that State. 

Such an organization, it is believed, would expedite the ultimate completion of the surveying of the 
lands, would give more general satisfaction to the citizens immediately interested, and might be made 
more economical, The salaries and clerk hire for the surveyor and principal deputies now amount to five 
thousand two hundred dollars; the principal deputies are allowed, in addition, a fee of twenty-five cents a 
mile for every mile of the boundary line of each survey examined by them, and twenty-five cents for every 
certificate. Allowing to the surveyor for Louisiana, for his own compensation and clerk hire, three 
thousand five hundred dollars, and to the principal deputy for Mississippi, for his compensation and clerk 
hire, one thousand five hundred dollars; the expense under the proposed organization would be five 
thousand dollars. 

The objection to the abolishing of the office of the principal deputy surveyors in Louisiana, and 
consolidating the surveying department for both the States of Louisiana and Mississippi under one office, 
is, that a large portion of the best lands in cach of those States are held as private claims, much of the 
evidences of titles to which are to be found in the files and on the records of the surveyor’s offices; and 
if they were removed from one or the other of these States, it would subject the claimants to inconvenience, 
and would produce great excitement among the citizens of the State from which they were removed. 

The public lands in Mississippi, so far as the Indian title has been extinguished, have nearly all been 
surveyed, and no difficulty exists in relation to the surveying to be executed in that State, except as to 
the resurveying required for the correction of errors. The organization proposed is believed to be 
entirely adequate for all the purposes of a surveying department located in and confined to the limits of 
that State. Under the existing laws the maximum price allowed for surveying is four dollars per 
mile, and that sum has been given indiscriminately for the surveying of all lands for which contracts have 
been made. It is represented that much of the alluvial lands in Louisiana, and the surveying and con- 
necting the private claims generally, cannot be contracted for at that price; it is therefore recommended 
that provision be made by law for increasing the maximum price for surveying the alluvial lands, and for 
surveying private claims and connecting them with the township lines in that section of country within 
the limits of the land district south of Tennessee, and in that part of Alabama south of the 31st degree of 
latitude; and, if it is deemed necessary, the price now allowed by law for surveying the other description 
of lands within those districts might be reduced. Should any new organization of the surveying depart- 
ment in this district be made, it will be necessary to provide for the removal and arranging of the papers, 
and for the infliction of a penalty on any officer refusing to give up the records and papers of his office. 

An act passed on May 26, 1824, providing for the disposition of three several tracts of land in 
Tuscarawas county, in the State of Ohio, and for other purposes. Mr. Patrick, of New Philadelphia, in 
Ohio, was appointed the agent for carrying into effect the provisions of this act. It appears from his 
returns that the lands in the three tracts were valued at twenty-six thousand nine hundred and twenty- 
two dollars and twenty cents; that those sold by him at public sale, together with the rents, yielded ten 
thousand one hundred dollars and twenty-one cents; that, after paying the expenses incident to the execu- 
tion of the act, and six thousand six hundred and fifty-two dollars and forty-six cents due and directed 
by the act to be paid to the Society of United Brethren, he deposited in the branch bank at Chilicothe 
one thousand four hundred and seventy-four dollars and ninety-cight cents and a half to the credit of the 
fund for raising an annuity for the Christian Indians. The lands remaining unsold at public sale being 
subject to private entry at the land office at Zanesville for the prices at which they were valued, it 
appears from the returns from that office to the 31st of October that a further sum of four thousand and 
sixty-nine dollars and ninety-six cents has been received and is applicable to the same fund. 

The act passed on March 8, 1823, to establish an additional land office in the Territory of Michigan, 
provides that all the lands to which the Indian title was extinguished by the treaty of Chicago shall be 
attached to that district. As there is an interference in the boundaries of the lands ceded by the treaty 
at Chicago and thos@ ceded by the treaty at Saginaw, which were attached to the land district of Detroit, 
and as the Grand river is the northern boundary of the lands ceded by the treaty of Chicago, and that 
river not being navigable in a great part of its course, it is not therefore a convenient boundary for a 
land district, it is recommended that the law be altered so as to make the division line between those 
districts correspond with the meridian line, and such of the regular township lines as Congress may deem 
proper. 

With very great respect, &c., &c., 
° GEO. GRAHAM. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 
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OPERATIONS OF THE LAND SYSTEM, ETC. 795 


1826. ] 





Statement of the balances due from the purchasers of the public lands prior to July 1, 1820, at the several periods 
desiynated. 






















































































a | 
Land offices. December 31, 1820. September 30, 1822.) March 31, 1824. June 30, 1825. 
Marietta ...sscsceccsccccess a alainiaisiane wiateleinisieciotae cieloieiatt slo eianie.ciessieie sispesien $90,777 47 $43,641 50 $28,941 58 
Zanesville ..eeees oo ec ccccesccescccecs ccecececceeseeceee ceccee ceceee errs 370,892 44 192,196 73 175,552 69 120, 426 31 
Steubenville. ssscececcceceecccccscccscsceceseceseece occceee ccevcccccece 257,810 62 131, 350 39 122,670 69 82,533 07 
Chilicothe ..ceeeecccceeceeseveces 060060 00de eccscecsercsvoesscccoesoes cose 314,825 94 152,050 16 136,587 13 95,138 51 
Stila (iit | COOCERI NOLO ECO OU Oe er er 994,844 19 526,818 00 499, 234 36 302,207 83 
WOOStEL ...esee cee eccececceecesecceeeeeees ceccccccccccccececcesceecocecs 497,857 77 214,814 09 179,385 19 118,141 09 
Total in Ohi0 ....cceccccccccccccccccccceses cocccccccccccce Wieiewis 2,527,008 43 1,260,870 87 1,150,649 06 747, 388 39 
Jeffersonville...sscecesccccescesccccccnccscccscceecesecsesseseceessecs 909, 752 45 542,951 14 523, 747 38 310,779 46 
VINCENNES ..ccccccccccccccccccscevcsccccscscces cocccccee oe sslceiee cccccee 1,304,416 18 669, 825 01 647,564 32 394, 429 75 
Total in Indiana .........4+. sisieis eieiseleies soee coeeeces eccecccccoes 2,214,168 63 1,212,776 15 1,171,311 70 705,209 21 
Kaskaskia ..sccccccccccccs cocccccccccc vcs esccecescccccscccccenes 490,163 36 204,014 61 193,479 18 81,416 75 
Shawneetown........ cee cccsccce 61d CPO OS cesinreisee coetiee eoccccccccce eee 724,812 8&5 430,065 70 411,229 73 203, 352 71 
Edwardsville .....0 cccccccccctccccccccsccccccccsccccees cececccees soeecees 527,024 24 206,288 53 191,791 70 72,832 88 
Total in Tllin0is......cccccccscccccccccccccccccccces eocccccceces 1,742,600 45 840, 368 84 796,500 61 357,602 34 
Franklin. ......ee0 o000 000006 ces cece esecae nese cece ees ceecccsecees eisisineie 1,504,119 76 339, 312 23 521,431 05 £3,891 47 
St. Louis....ccccccccccccees cceeee PITTETT TTT 859,816 56 362,995 20 344, 067 68 127,850 30} 
Total 1n Missouri .....0ccccccccccccssccccccsscccecs oe 2, 363, 936 32 702, 307 43 665,498 73 221,741 77} 
St. Stephen’s ....... $10 605 0080 bbc ees cecese rece cecsceevoe ecco sccece eoceeees 1,267,692 41 695,448 85 707,831 09 355, 706 99 
‘Cahaba ......6+ veccees PPPTTITITTTT TR ITTTTTr reir rrr 3,924,680 47 2,269, 562 13 2,158,070 59 1,022,714 19 
Huntsville ......0e0scceee SOR OC SO COC Sisiaisdleislelsveisisin s'ewisleeewmiwcates 6,014,073 86 2,801,268 55 2, 792, 126 57 2,298, 864 19 
Total in Alabama ........0006 PIITITTR LCR 11,206, 446 74 5, 766,279 53 5,658, 028 25 3,677,285 37 
Washington, Mississippi. ........ sesees ceccccceccs ooececccecccccecscocces 972,023 38 684,093 50 673,933 07 527,351 41 
Opelousas, Louisiana ...... Ore rere reer eee eee eee ee eee eeee 60,019 76 55,584 86 55,584 86 48,516 71 
Detroit, Michigan Territory.........6+ sisewes Sedeisaieiatiesieee dciee wesinle sie sae 127,746 46 50,097 43 49,767 72 37,670 44 
RECAPITULATION. 
eee! si Fin od ee eee Tie Me ee Ss igs ian cake aallaaa cal ean easy wemeatiel 
States. | December 31, 1820.|/September 30, 1822.) March 31, 1824. June 30, 1825. 
OHIO 0.000 ccccccvesccccccvcvccescccvceccccccvesessccecs o ceccccccccece ° $2,527,008 43 $1,260,870 87 | $1, 150,649 06 $747, 388 39 
Indiana... cccccecccccccvcccccccccccccscccers ccccee cocccccccccccsesceecss| 2,214,168 63 1,212,776 15 | 1,171,311 70 | 705,209 21 
MALIN SH e/2 savesiots arse bor coelon oa raretaluelelste!s eles aistoloielets iets Radenaiosis ubicnalaiseres | 1,742,000 45 840,368 84 | 796,500 61 | 357,602 34 
MiSSOUPL...000.cc0ccs ccccecsccscccces cece cece cece ccce .eecce cones! 2,363, 936 32 702,307 43 665,498 73 | 221,741 772 
Mississippi. ....+seeceeeecees scccese seesee aeons ovececcccescccccece eoeeee | 972,023 38 684,093 50 673,933 07 | 527,351 41 
Alabama ...... aa pepda campus celine mmanE 11,206,446 74 5, 766,279 53 5,658,028 25 | 3,677,285 37 
NUGWIGUATIR . care'e cya Secs clon cise sei sse bac ralgnieses sees occcccccee occcccee Siale 60,019 76 55.584 86 55,584 86 | 48,516 71 
? 7 1 
Michigan Territory....ccceeseccceececceeeceeee. sence cece cesccccces | 127,746 46 50,097 43 49,767 72 | 37,670 44 
| 
: Total....... 2 ccccceccces o cccccc veces cccees eoccccccces isisivees| “QRS S5ON7 10,572, 378 61 10, 221,274 00 | 6, 322, 765 644 
| 























PUBLIC LANDS. 








Statement showing the period to which the accounts of the following districts were adjusted prior to July, 1823, 


Land offices. 





Jeffersonville .....eseeeeeeeeee| 


DIATICUR .0 00.000 00000090000002) 


RARER VG. cssess00sscneesnoess 


VINCENNES .cccccccccsccccecces| 


Pert Wayne..ccscescsess 
Crawfordsville 2... ccccsccccees 
Cincinnati coocccceccscccveoes 
Steubenville ........06- 


CCMMIOOING cn cnssnncenscesn'eess} 


WV OOS 0002 000 c0cscccecccees 
PIQUR:..s00 
Delaware, ......- 


oe ee eeeeeeresesesees 


Brookeville 2... cocccccccecees| 


.| March 31, 1822, ... 


C. 


as also the latest adjustment and rendition of those accounts. 


were adjusted. 


September 30, 1821, .......0.. 
| December 31, 1821 
| June 30, 1822 .... 00. 
| June 30, 1821 ...... 


eeeeeeeseee 


ereeeerees 
| 


Beer eeeeeeeeeseeesesseseee 


1822 


One ew eeee 


| December 31, 


| September 30, 1822... 


| December 31, 1822 .......000 


29 


Come eeeseceees 


September 30, 1 


| 
Periods to which the accounts 


Ss | 


| 
Periods to which the accounts 
are adjusted. 


Periods to which the accounts | 


: | 








are rendered. 


reais, 


Remarks. 





| | Same 30, DO acetic 


oc 0s<ss 


PTT rT 


| 


December 31, 1824 


pa ees eUlDnews bese bwoweseaweseent 


| 
| 
4 
ae 





g 


September 30, 1825.....e.ee0- 


La IOse Raw ensGdb Sb eesioe esos 


shceceseMOccniesiecde: onnebe00 ess 


bietesatlOcves econ een ewessws sions 


ALAIN 


| June 30, 1825 reteeeceeeereees seers sOreeeeeeeeseeeeeeneeees 


| 
een nie NO cpphah sebaees sees lose 


pesSANlO suns iewas beens oneeee 


cee Oe ee. ee | nee 


} 








Accounts adjusted by Sterling Gresham since July 1, 1823. 





Land offices. 


| Date to which the accounts | 


were settled. 


! 

| 

Date to which the accounts 
| have been settled. 


Date to which the accounts 
have been rendered. 


Remarks, 





Banaue esos iessbewesesd eevet 


Washington ....cccccccccccces 


ee ere cere sere eees 


St. Stephen’s 
CANAD .000 ccncnwsssosowcwsae 
TUscalOOsa .c0cccccccccecccces 
Sparta . ...ceee- 


eeeeeeessens 


Augusta 


[RMUBW cccsch va bbasbas oooeet 


Batesville....... 
SRE ROK csckaasensnessosses 


DIMMED Sc ibiusecanesabessal 





May 22, 1820..... 

December 31, 1822 .......00. 
December 31, 1818 
June 30, 1819. 
December 31, 1 
o0ecceAOvece 

September 30, 1822, .......... 
March 31, 1823. .... 000 eccees 
RIGHE {ionaneseses oseeesesiee 


1€21 , 


eee ees eees 


eeeeeeesese 
see eeeeee 


822, 


Onn 


December 31, 


re 


| 


PUNE ID, IOS siciceescneeseicves| 


GO.sec0s 
June 30, 1824 ........ 


| 
eeeee 


| June 30, 1825 weescseeceeeeeee| 


p peer be a sesee seus osu 


sashosOUracsususaasannes 


March 31, 1825....0 secscccces| 


| 
| 


eee er DO MS24 hoi awsisewevwcus 
I. December 31, 1824 . 2... .cceee 


| 


(aedeseeaneseene aeons 


| 
| 
| 
| 


September 30, 1825.......+0.- 


September 30, 1825. ......0006 


sila wip stl Oenen aw suinsae ban weeeaes 


sivine lp siiiesahls | a c\snisiow sins leis o's esis: 


PATCH SN, NS25 556 o0e ssicaxwcns 


NONE . ccccccccccccccccccccee| JUNE 30, 1825 nakintsvoucec aaa 0, URED sso bsleineeseeees 








Statement of the accounts examined and adjusted by E. A, Vail, 


subsequent to July 1, 1823. 





Offices. 


Date of the last adjustment at 
the above period. 


To what time adjusted. 


To what time received. 


Remarks. 





RGGREOKIE cccuscnsanseskeeeess 
SHAWNECHOWN .occccesccesvccs 
Edwardsville . ...ccccccccccces 
Wandalia « 00000000 000000000008 


Palestine.. cccccccccccccvcccces 


Springfield. ... 2.0 cccccevcccceles 


DINE aobsescansseeacsees seen 
Monroe.... 
St. Louis 
PRIN so cc0e xs mes 


Cape Girardeau ........eeeeee- 
PAUMYED Sccvncesceeseessbeuees 
DERCHIB 260000000 cccscccseece 
SOPEIOMERS 65550550 sesss0sse0s 
New Orleans....... 


St. Helena Court-house ....... 


September 30, 1820........... 
June BW, 1821 ....cecccccccces 
March 31, 1822......ccccecces 
December 31, 1820 ......ce0 


ee ee eee eres rere sess eees 


CO eee ees ereeseseseseereseses 


December Si, 1G21 .6scesccees 


Seco ee eeeese sees 


Sune D0, 1B20 ...cc0cscsesessce 


December 31, 1621 ..00 00000 


ee eee sesene 


Devember Si, 1621 .s.sics008. 
May, 1813 ...... 
September 30, 1821 


ee eeeeeecseee 
eeereeeeees 
Sewers erseee 





SUNC GO; AGS gues kasnkean~see 


seaae MD seehonhn ae oe bec eceean 
SERED RDS Su GSeeahab News was ee 


March 31, 1824....cccccceccce 


June 30, 1825 .rcccccccccces « 
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No lands in market. 





In 1787, at New York. Acres sold, 72,974. 
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In 1797, at Pittsburg. 


Acres sold, 43,446,61. 
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Total amount of money received 


In 1792. 


Lands sold to the State of Pennsylvania. 
There were no lands sold at auction in Philadelphia. 
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Report from the bounty land office. 


Department oF War, Bounty Land Office, November 23, 1826. 
Sm: Agreeably to instructions I herewith hand you the annual report of the business of this oflice for 


the year ending the 22d instant. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 


WM. M. STEUAR’ ', Clerk. 


Hon. James Barvovr, Secretary of War. 





Abstract of the number of warrants issued for military bounty lands from November 23, 1825, to November 22, 


1826, inclusive, for services rendered during the late war. 


First. Authorized by the act of December 24, 1811, and January 11, 1812............ emia eu’ 
Second. Authorized by the act of Decomber 10, 1814... 0.00.4 cc cccecsesscrceeecscesscccnces 


Whereof the first description, 142 granted, 160 acres each, amounting to................ wees 
Whereof the second description, 2 granted, 320 acres each, amounting to............. ‘aweweee 
Fe a eee eae renee epee PREGA WEARS 6 okREWS ey 


At the termination of the year ending September 30, 1825, there remained on file, suspended, 
awaiting further ev Neue can, ‘ Pere ee eee TTT Cree ee Tee ree eT Tee ie 
Claims since received, from October 1, 1825, ‘to September 30, 1826........ ere ererT ere Tee Te 


NN hc aa ae ne ie aa os ce tl a a se ay gk ae eS stad 


Whereof the number admitted, for which warrants issued..... Re re rE ee re 
ee nn I BO oe gh cickinses bx 6054S 6 oe O UN 6645s i eeeeenscanecens 
Whereof the number rejected, not entitled........ LEGS SRUARKRNE KARE SW naa wae ee ee Tre 
Whereof the number returned for further evidence, Bitiiosxs [GRtWAA te eeeeed ee eadaboemawanes 
Whereof the number remaining aS TU eT eTT TT TTT ETT COTE TT CCT TTT 


The number of claims for “five years’ half-pay pension,” in lieu of bounty lands remaining on file 
at date of last report, were........ ....... LEEK HORRS Lh Chath shee bres new borsaas ‘ 
TEE CRUE TD HE I ios sas ea cen cance dese ceaens needs cons caeedans 


The number of “Canadian volunteer” claims remaining the same as at last report............. 


The number of revolutionary claims on file at date of last report, awaiting additional vouchers 
? o ? 
WTC ...645 ac ar ar ia a hig er caw §, Sch ta DRS pee Kan bed eynew ans eee 


Claims received from October 1, 1825, to September 30, 1826, inclusive......... 0.2... 0. eee eee 
Ba ora aoineonas sss ee eee ee eee eT eT ree ee eee eee 


Disposed of as follows, viz: 


ee ee se dia ncn aae ae bk Ksee KbRKERSESWORRE ONDA HER RRSA TERRES ES 
Number of warrants rejected, not being entitled. ........ cee cece ee eee eee “3 


Number of warrants admitted as being entitled, but awaiting additional documents or r authority 


to call and receipt for the w LR RT ALLL AE LETT NE 
Number of warrants suspended and still kept on file till known to what line of the army they were 


i Se rk laa eeu ys SOC 6 ak 04 uN Ans d4o0eneddadeadceanDcee 
To lieutenant colonels...........4.+++: ge ry ee 
Se ee ee (nea, Re ONNChs 2448555 e-5 254k Os Hee see eReRe Ree 
To captains ..... eke een aak | PON Gs SnWRen Nees eee ea ene eaunaees 
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22,720 


2,72 


640 


23,360 


466 
509 





975 
156 
91 
61 
201 
466 























The fifty-nine revolutionary land warrants signed by Generals Knox and Dearborn remain still on file, 


not having as yet been called for. 


WM. M. STEUART, Clerk. 


War Departuent, Bounty Land Office, November 23, 1826. 
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APPLICATION OF ARKANSAS FOR RELIEF TO THE SETTLERS ON THE CHOCTAW LANDs. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 7, 1826. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 

The memorial of the general assembly of the Territory of Arkansas respectfully represents: That 
your memorialists have noticed, with deep interest and much concern, that the general government has 
not been able, by the late treaty made and concluded with the Choctaw nation of Indians at the city of 
Washington, on January 20, 1825, to acquire from that nation all their tract of country within our Terri- 
tory which had been settled and improved by a civilized and industrious population previous to the cession 
of this part of our Territory to the said Choctaw nation of Indians by treaty at Doak’s Stand of October 
18, 1820. 

Your memorialists, therefore, are called upon by that sacred sense of duty which they owe to them- 
selves, and by that regard which is due to a distressed and ruined portion of their community, to notice 
that distress and misery which await a portion of their fellow-citizens in Crawford and Miller counties, by 
being driven from their improvements, their houses, and homes, and to implore the munificence of the 
general government in their behalf. 

Your memorialists would, while they appeal to the sympathy, magnanimity, and beneficence of a great 
nation, invite the consideration of Congres: to the peculiar situation of this distressed portion of their 
fellow-citizens previous to the late treaty ~ — the Choctaws of January 20, 1825. 

The tract of country from which our ciuzens are about to be driven was acquired by the United 
States from the Quapaw nation of Indians by treaty of August 24, 1818, by which it became a part of the 
public lands of the United States, and over which the legislature of Missouri, to which this tract of terri- 
tory then appertained, extended its civil jurisdiction. 

That about the year 1819 a part of the said public lands was, by the authority of the United States, 
surveyed into townships, and subdivided into sections as far as ranges 38 and 39, and within about cight 
miles of the present western boundary line of the Territory of Arkansas, as lately established by act of 
Congress. 

That on January 5, 1819, an order issued from the headquarters of the division of the south, directed 
to the commanding officer of the United States troops at Fort Smith, of which the following is an extract: 

“Tn pursuance of orders from the Secretary of War, immediate measures will be taken to remove all 
settlers on the Red river above the mouth of the Kiamiche, and on the Arkansas above the mouth of the 
Poto, and to the west of the main branches of the Kiamiche and Poto, and a line drawn between their 
sources.” 

The settlers, therefore, in pursuance of the aforesaid order, immediately removed and located them- 
selves below and east of said Kiamiche and Poto upon lands, to the settlement of which they did not 
conceive there existed any prohibition, as about that time, or soon afterwards, a part of said public lands 
was surveyed into sections as if with a view to encourage and invite emigrants. 

That, under these encouragements and flattering prospects held out by the authorities of the govern- 
ment, there was an immediate and considerable increase of the settlements east of the Kiamiche, on Red 
river, in Miller county, and below and east of the Poto, in Crawford county, upon and near the lands 
surveyed into sections as aforesaid, which settlements were then made with a view to a permanent 
residence, and, consequently, the improvements were large and valuable. 

That these settlers, to whose situation your memorialists would call the attention of Congress, became 
greatly alarmed by the treaty of October 18, 1820, aforesaid, by which the tract of country upon which 
they did then reside was ceded to the Choctaw Indians, but were soon afterwards more reconciled by the 
assurances from the the President of the United States, received, as they believe, by James Miller, late 
governor, and also by the late and present delegate in Congress from this Territory, that it was not the 
intention of the general government to disturb or remove any of the settlers from the lands then ceded 
to the Choctaw Indians, and that the settled part of said country, ceded to the said Indians, would be 
repurchased from them; which repeated assurances greatly satisfied our citizens, and they continued to 
enlarge and extend their improvements. 

Your memorialists further respectfully represent that, from the time of their first settlement where 
they now reside, a civil government and civil jurisdiction has been extended to them, and courts of law 
established and held within the tract of country which, by the late treaty with the Choctaws, January 20, 
1825, has been transferred or reserved for said Indians, and from which a considerable portion of these 
distressed persons are to be removed.. 

Your memorialists are well aware that the general government has heretofore removed from Indian 
lands citizens of the United States who had settled upon lands owned at the time of such settlement by 
any Indian tribe or nation; but the unfortunate part of our fellow-citizens, whose ruinous situation has 
excited and enlisted our sympathies, settled upon the public lands of the United States when a part of 
these public lands had been surveyed into sections, and previous to the treaty of October 18, 1820, by 
which it was transferred to the Choctaw nation of Indians; and they had, therefore, the strongest reason 
to believe that they would not in future be molested or deprived of their quiet possessions. 

Your memorialists would further respectfully observe that they have been informed that an order 
issued from the Department of War, in the year 1823, directed to the commanding officer of the United 
States troops stationed at Fort Smith, which commanded the removal of all those who had settled on the 
Red river above the mouth of the Kiamiche, and on the Arkansas above the Poto, and a line drawn 
between their sources; which order, being in accordance with that of January 5, 1819, seems clearly to 
imply and strongly confirms the belief that all persons settled below said line would not be disturbed in 
their possessions, inasmuch as a prohibition to settle above said line inferred a permission on the part of 
the government to settle below the Kiamiche on Red river, and Poto on Arkansas. 

Your memorialists would also further represent to the consideration of Congress whether it is not, 
under all the circumstances in which these settlements and improvements were made, extremely unjust 
that they should now be forced and driven by our own government from the farms and improvements 
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which they had labored for years to make, under the faith, as they believed, of the government by whom 
they are to be deprived of their homes, and doomed to poverty and ruin, without some little relief, some 
small remuneration for years employed in laborious industry. 

It is therefore submitted to the general government whether some provision either in money or lands 
should not be made for the relief of those few of their distressed fellow-citizens who have made the 
improvements, as aforesaid, east of the Poto and Kiamiche, and west of the Choctaw eastern boundary 
line as established by the treaty of January 20, 1825. And your memorialists will, as in duty bound, ever 
pray. sART r 

ROBERT BEAN, Speaker of the House of Represertatives. 
JACOB BARKMAN, President of the Council. 
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LEAD MINES IN ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI, AND OPERATIONS THEREAT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 8; 1825. 


To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to the House of Representatives a report from the Secretary of War, with sundry docu- 
ments containing the information requested by the resolution of the House of the 8th of May last, 
relating to the lead mines belonging to the United States in Illinois and Missouri. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Wasuincton, December 8, 1826. 





DepartMENT oF War, December 7, 1826. 


The Secretary of War, to whom was referred the resolution of the 8th of May last, requesting “the 
President of the United States to cause to be obtained, and lay the same before Congress at the next 
session, a statement showing the number of persons engaged in working the lead mines belonging to the 
United States in Illinois and Missouri; tne quantity of mineral raised at them; the quantity of land that 
has been ascertained by discovery to be mineral land; and, as nearly as may be, the quantity of lead 
made at those mines since the first day of July last; and also a statement showing the number of persons 
engaged in working such mines in said States as belong to private individuals or companies; and, as 
nearly as may be, the quantity of mineral raised and lead made at those mines since the period aforesaid,” 
has the honor to submit herewith a report of the colonel of ordnance, made in compliance with the resolution. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

The Preswent of the United States. 





OrpnanceE Department, Washington, December 4, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with your instructions to collect and transmit the information required by a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 8th of May last, I have the honor to state that the requisite 
instructions were given to the superintendent of the lead mines to collect and forward the information 
required. And I have now the honor to submit his report, which contains all the information upon the 
subject which it has been in his power to collect. 

It will be observed that the report of the superintendent is not limited to the matters mentioned in 
the resolution, but embraces others which, although not expressly required by the terms of the resolution, 
are considered material to the subject of it. It is considered proper, therefore, to present the report 
entire, as in this state it gives a fuller account of the present condition and future prospects of the public 
lead mines. 

The superintendent renews a proposition, heretofore submitted, for opening a road from Potosi to the 
Mississippi river, and adds another for improving the navigation of the ‘Upper Mississippi.” Both of 
these propositions are conceived to be of sufficient importance to merit the consideration of the proper 
authorities. It is believed that the expense of carrying them into effect would in a short time be reim- 
bursed by the increased product of the lead mines. The improvement recommended in the navigation of 
the Mississippi, it is conceived, would be important to the public service in other respects than in pro- 
moting the interests of the lead mines, as it would, doubtless, greatly lessen the difficulties of commu- 
nicating with the remote military posts situated on the headwaters of that river. 

It is presumed that legislative sanction is necessary to measures like these now proposed. They are 
therefore respectfully submitted in connexion with the report which is made in answer to the resolution. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, 

GEO. BOMFORD, Brevet Colonel, on Ordnance service. 
Hon. James Barsovur, Secretary of War. 
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Unrtep Srates Leap Miye Orrice, Sf. Louis, Missouri, September 30, 1826. 


Sm: In compliance with your instructions, I proceed to report the number of persons engaged in 
working the lead mines, the property of the United States, in Illinois and Missouri; the quantity of 
mineral raised at them, and the lead made since July 1, 1825; the number of persons engaged in working 
private mines; the quantity of mineral raised at them, and the quantity of lead made since July 1, 1825, 
and the quantity of land that has been, by discovery, ascertained to be mineral land; which information is 
required by a resolution introduced into the House of Representatives by the Hon. D. P. Cook at the last 
session of Congress, a copy of which was received with your instructions. 

It is necessary to premise that a portion of the information required by the resolution could only be 
obtained in an incomplete and somewhat unsatisfactory manner, owing to causes beyond my control, and 
which will be explained in this report. So far as was practicable, I have given facts; when compelled 
to resort to other sources, I have used due caution in adopting the estimates and information obtained, 

First. The number of persons engaged in working the public lead mines. 

I am enabled to give with accuracy the number of persons at the public mines in Illinois only, or 
rather at the mines near the north boundary of that State, and which are supposed to be within its limits, 
commonly known as the Fever River mines, viz: On July 1, 1825, there were at those mines about one 
hundred men; on December 31, 1825, one hundred and fifty-one men; on March 31, 1826, one hundred and 
ninety-four; on June 30, 1826, four hundred and six; and on August 31, 1826, (the date of the last 
report,) there were four hundred and fifty-three men. You will observe the increase has been gradual, 
and the number is still augmenting. In J/issouri, the number of miners, teamsters, and laborers of every 
description, (including slaves,) at the public and private mines, may be estimated at about two thousand, 
They do not, however, work constantly at mining; many are farmers, &c., who, with their slaves, devote 
to mining such time only as they can spare from their other pursuits. Iam of the opinion that not more 
than the quantum of labor to be derived from the steady application of one thousand men is applied to 
the mining and other incidental business connected with it in Missouri. The miners working for themselves 
generally labor when they please and as they think proper. The proprietors or lessees of the mines have 
no control over the miners other than that of requiring them to deliver the mineral they obtain; they are 
constantly changing from one mine to another, and it is impossible, under such a state of things, to 
ascertain the amount of labor bestowed. The estimate I have given is from observation, and information 
derived from experienced persons. 

Second. The quantity of mineral raised and lead made at the public mines. 

At the Fever River mines, (lllinois,) from July 1, 1825, to August 31, 1826, there were 2,416,356 
pounds of mineral obtained, and 1,042,288 pounds of lead made, leaving on hand, at the latter date, 
mineral and ashes (fine mineral partly desulphurated) sufficient to make 1,380,000 pounds of lead, including 
about 1,200,000 pounds of mineral raised at the mines, but not taken to the furnaces. In Missouri, from 
July 1, 1825, to September 30, 1826, there were obtained from the public mines under lease 2,641,253 
pounds of mineral, and 1,738,427 pounds of lead were made, leaving mineral and ashes on hand at the 
latter date sufficient to make 170,000 pounds of lead. 

Third. The number of persons engaged in working the private lead mines in Illinois and Missouri. 

As respects Missouri, 1 have already stated that the miners work indiscriminately at public and 
private mines. In Illinois there are no private mines wrought. 

Fourth. The quantity of lead made at private mines. 

Iam compelled to estimate when answering this. Persons are naturally unwilling to disclose the 
amount of their business. From the best sources within my reach, I am of the opinion that about 
8,000,000 of pounds of lead were made in Missouri from July 1, 1825, to September 30, 1826, from mines 
other than those leased from the United States. At least one-fourth of that amount was, however, made 
from mineral surreptitiously obtained from public mineral lands, principally in small quantities at a time, 
leaving about 6,000,000 of lead as the product of the mines owned or claimed by individuals in Missouri. 

Fifth. The quantity of land which has been ascertained by discovery to be mineral land. 

I am somewhat at a loss to answer this. If it is meant to inquire the number of acres from which 
lead ore, in quantity, has been obtained in Missouri, it may be estimated at 3,000 acres. This amount, it 
may be observed, is very small compared with the reservations from sale on account of mineral appear- 
ances; but as the land is surveyed and subdivided into tracts, the smallest of which is eighty acres, when 
one acre is found to be mineral land, it is necessary to reserve the whole tract, as the acre of mineral 
land may produce an immense quantity of mineral in a very short time. The Mine Shibboleth has, since 
its discovery in 1811, produced at least $500,000 worth of lead. This mine covers less than thirty acres. 
One public mine leased in November, 1824, has, from that period until September 30, 1826, produced 
680,000 pounds of lead, exclusive of about 180,000 pounds taken from it previous to the lease. This mine 
does not cover more than ten acres. Another lease of a mineral tract, of less than eighty acres, has 
produced about 600,000 pounds of lead principally from one vein covering but a small superficial extent. 
But if the information required by the resolution is the amount of land which, from geological and 
mineralogical features, is considered mineral land—land possessing such indices as to leave no reasonable 
doubt of its containing lead mineral under the surface—the amount may be stated at present at 400,000 
acres. This amount includes ali which has been reserved from sale by law, as well as all the land claimed 
and held under French and Spanish grants, pre-emption and settlement rights, and all other incomplete 
titles which happened to be within the bounds of the reservations. 

I have thus replied to the resolution in the best manner I have had it in my power to do, ayd I will 
take the liberty to subjoin such other remarks as may probably be illustrative or interesting. 

From July 1, 1825, to September 30, 1826, there has accrued as rent of the public mines 278,071 
pounds of lead, and there is mineral now on hand sufficient to yield 155,000 pounds more—making a total 
of 433,071 pounds, which, at the present price, would amount to $21,653 55. After deducting the 
expenses of collection, transportation, &c., &c., (about $3,000,) the clear revenue would be $17,653 55 for 
a little more than one year, and this has accrued under unfavorable circumstances; for, in Missouri, 
owing to a very wet season, mining has been prosecuted with but little success, and, as before stated, 
much has been lost to the United States from unauthorized mining. At Fever river the operations were 
not fairly commenced until June. Previous to that time but two furnaces were in operation; subsequently 
jive have been in constant activity. Although the amount of rent above stated is of little comparative 
importance to the government, yet it is satisfactory to know that the business is in a flourishing con- 
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dition, and bids fair to increase annually. The number of miners at Fever river is increasing rapidly. 
Such are the inducements to individual enterprise and industry at those mines, that numbers of the most 
respectable inhabitants of the “Upper Mississippi” are resorting to them as a source of reward for labor 
not attainable elsewhere. The market those mines afford for the agricultural productions of the upper 
settlements is already considerable, and is increasing, as the price of labor at the mines precludes com- 

etition with the settlements below, where it is cheap and the cost of transportation trifling. Believing, 
as I do, that the main object of the government is ‘a full development of the mineral resources of the 
country previous to a sale of the lands to individuals,” I again take the liberty to recommend to favourable 
notice the plan of making a road from Potosi (the centre of the principal mines at present wrought in 
Missouri) to the Mississippi river, which I had the honor to suggest in my report last winter. I am 
induced to repeat the recommendation from a thorough conviction of the beneficial tendency of the road 
as respects the value of the public mineral lands, particularly should they be brought into market. I 
would, for the same reason, also, respectfully urge the consideration of what I conceive to be a still more 
important measure. I allude to clearing out a boat-channel through the rapids in the “ Upper Missis- 
sippi”—the first near the mouth of the river Des Moines, the other just above Fort Armstrong or Rock 
Island. From information which may be relied on, I believe a boat-channel affording three and a half feet 
water at the lowest stages of the river may be cleared out for a sum not exceeding $30,000. This sum 
will be about the amount of two years’ rent of the Fever River mines even should no material increase 
take place in their product. The object is one of great importance in many points of view, independent 
of facilitating the intercourse with and consequent development of the lead mines. The impediments 
consist principally in loose rocks in the bed of the river. In a communication from one of the most intel- 
ligent residents at the upper mines on this subject, he states that he has been detained, in low water, ten 
days at each of the rapids above referred to, by obstacles which he is of opinion, from particular observa- 
tion, could be removed for $20,000. These rapids are the only serious impediments in the navigation of 
the “Upper Mississippi” as far up as the Falls of St. Anthony, more than eight hundred miles above St. 
Louis. Steamboats ascend that distance in the spring of the year under present circumstances; but were 
the improvements suggested to be made in the rapids, it is believed the intercourse would be continued 
for sia months in the year. 

The extent of the mineral region of the “Upper Mississippi” is immense. That portion of it now 
wrought for lead ore is trifling compared with the whole, and yet it has yielded 86,000 dollars’ worth of 
lead during the present year. From Apple river (and from below it in fact) to the Wisconsin, a distance 
of more than one hundred miles, the same geological features present themselves, and there is nothing 
but labor required to develop the immense value of the country. On the Ist of June last, from the 
returns of mineral obtained at the Fever River mines during the preceding year, the average amount to 
each miner was found to be four hundred and fifty-seven dollars for his year’s labor. Subsequent returns 
are equally large. This state of facts leave but little doubt that additional labor will soon be applied 
when it will be so well rewarded. 

With respect to the trespasses on the mineral and timber of the public lands in the mine district of 
Missouri, I am still of the opinion that the plan of leasing larger quantities than three hundred and twenty 
acres to one person or company, which I proposed to the department last winter, will have a beneficial 
tendency. It is the interest of the lessee to prevent all unauthorized proceedings on the land he has 
leased, be the amount great or small. There are frequently ten or fifteen places in a township where lead 
ore in small quantities is obtained, neither of which are sufficient to induce a person to lease it, as, under 
the present regulations, he can have but one lease of three hundred and twenty acres, (to be taken in one 
place,) even if his ability to work the mines found on five times that quantity be known; consequently 
all are desirous of leasing the productive mines only, whilst those of less importance are neglected. 
These places become the resort of trespassers, and although the amount of mineral obtained by them at 
any one of such places may be sinall, the aggregate is very large. Not only so, but the pretence of 
having obtained the mineral from public land not leased is held forth, when, in fact, it is frequently 
obtained from that which is leased, and also from private property, to the serious injury of the owners. 
Unfortunately there are persons engaged in smelting lead ore who are so regardless of all moral restraint 
or law as to make it a practice to purchase ore at an advanced price, (equivalent to the rent required by 
the United States,) no matter how obtained. This is a serious evil to the whole of the owners of 
mines, public and private, and I know of no better plan to suppress it than to put all the land at present 
wrought for ore under lease. When the quantity obtained from five or six of the smaller mines is no 
greater than that obtained from one of the most productive, I would lease the whole of the former to one 
person, and thereby place the lessees more upon an equality. The only objection te this plan which 
suggests itself to me is monopoly, and that is already guarded against by upwards of sixty leases which 
are now granted, and which are so located as to destroy the connexion of any very large tracts that it 
would be requisite they should have. 

As respects the reservations from sale, it is nothing more than common justice to place all the 
residents of the mine districts on an equality, either by reserving the whole of the mineral lands from 
sale or none of it. So long as a portion only of the mineral land is reserved, it holds out a powerful 
inducement to the adroit and crafty speculator to purchase the remainder, whilst those who are more 
scrupulous of taking the advantage of the want of information on the part of the government now 
participate in the great profits which they frequently see others obtain by unworthy means. I have 
therefore not hesitated to make reservations of mineral land so far as my imformation would justify. The 
land is generally poor, rocky, broken, and difficult of access, and it is undeniable that, were it not for the 
lead mines, those small tracts of good land which are interspersed throughout the mine districts would 
not sell for scarcely anything. It is very probable that some small tracts, apparently fit for cultivation 
only, may be reserved as containing lead mines; but such places will be required for the smelting estab- 
lishments on the adjoining lead mines whether they be leased or sold; and, as the measures now taking 
are of a general and not of a partial character, it is presumed that the sale of a few small and detached 
tracts of cultivated land, in so large a district as that of the mines, can be of but little moment whether it 
takes place now or a few years hence. Should a contrary opinion, however, prevail, I can re-examine the 
country and release from the reservation the tracts alluded to should any such be found. 

In my former report I adverted to the wasteful manner in which the lead ore was smelted. Should it 
meet your approbation, I would introduce, by way of experiment, the improved modern “reverberatory 
furnace;” and, as nothing is more difficult than to convince the generality of workmen that any improve- 
ment can be made in the process of a business they have grown gray in following, it will be requisite, in 
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order to have it introduced, to build theTurnace and put it in operation at the public expense. It is the 
opinion of some of the most experienced smelters that a very material saving would be made by the 
adoption of this description of furnace in lieu of the one at present in use here. I am convinced of the 
fact myself, and that the cost of the experiment would soon be repaid by the increase of the product, and 
consequently of the rent of the mines, which is, it appears to me, one of the legitimate objects of the 
government in regard to its lead mines. I therefore trust that the proposition will meet with a favorable 
consideration. The improvements in the metallurgical department of the French “School of Mines” has 
amply repaid the expenses attending them. We have authentic information on this subject. In one 
instance, at the lead mines of “ Pescy,” the increase of lead from the ore was forty-six per cent., and which 
was effected by an improvement upon a plan of smelting which had existed for ages. The mine district 
of Missouri affords a clay of superior quality for making fine brick, very suitable for the new furnace 
should it be adopted. Another advantage in this furnace is that it requires much less fuel thian the old 
which is a consideration of importance in this country where it is so scarce. 

With respect to the profits arising to the owners of the private mines, which it would appear to be 
in part the object of the resolution to ascertain, it is considered that the only difference between the 
owners and lessees of mines is the amount of the rent required by the United States. Private mines are 
frequently leased upon the same terms as those of the public. They are worked in the same manner also, 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient, 
M. THOMAS, 
Lieutenant United States Army, Superintending United States Lead Mines. 
Colonel Grorce Bomrorp, on Ordnance Service, Washington, D. C. 
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APPLICATION OF THE CITIZENS OF MOBILE, ALABAMA, FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF 
TITLES TO LAND IN THAT CITY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 15, 1826. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 

The memorial and petition of the undersigned inhabitants of the city of Mobile respectfully represent: 
That the titles and claims to land in this city, although they have often attracted the attention of Congress, 
and have been the subject of several laws, yet remain in an unsettled and embarrassing situation, injurious 
to the general prosperity of the place, the fruitful source of expensive lawsuits and contention among our 
citizens, and, ut the same time, exposing the honest, industrious man to the wiles and machinations of the 
cunning, artful knave. 

Thirteen years have nearly elapsed since Mobile has become a component part of the United States; 
and the inhabitants have ever anxiously looked to Congress for an adjustment of their claims, and, although 
two boards of commissioners have examined and reported upon them, and several laws have been enacted 
on the subject, they still find themselves in the same embarrassing, perplexing, and unhappy situation— 
not secure in the possession of the houses which sheltered them under a foreign government. We would 
paint no fiction; we feign not our insecurity. The practice of making simulated Spanish grants and papers 
existed before the American government, and we have reason to believe that machinations of this nature 
are not yet extinct. New grants, worn, smoked, and antedated—old in date, new in existence—threaten 
our oldest and dearest possessions; we feel, we know, the difficulties attending the adjustment of land 
claims in this city. The Spanish records were carried away, or retained here in such careless keeping as 
to afford ample opportunities for fraudulent practices; claims for mistaken quantity, either more or less, 
have, in some instances, been honestly exhibited and allowed; certificates have been wrongly issued, giving 
more or less land than ought to have been given; some have gune to the hands of wrong persons, and 
some have been lost or destroyed. The surveys are, of course, equally wrong and injurious. Such is the 
uncertain situation of land claims in this commercial depot of Alabama. In such a state of things, rogues 
will profit, honest men must suffer; but it is desirable to know the extent of suffering. 

Many of us have witnessed, from year to year, the sale of claims rejected by the commissioners, 
warranty titles given, and valuable houses built thereon. More than fifty dwellings have been erected on 
such spurious titles. In many instances the sellers are dead, and nought remains but the remembrance of 
their deeds. The buyers have been deceived by artful men, aided by the long delay of the government to 
designate clearly their own. The value of lots has advanced from hundreds to thousands of dollars. Shall 
such purchasers be now turned out from their improvements and their dwellings? Their industry and the 
growth of the city have given the present value. Ten years ago the same ground was not worth fencing. 
The possessors of such property must now appeal to the justice and liberality of the government. 

That the present situation of land claims in this city may be faithfully and impartially examined into, 
that errors may be corrected and frauds exposed, your petitioners solicit that commissioners distinguished 
for talent and integrity, strangers to our population, unprejudiced and impartial, may be appointed to revise 
and examine the respective claims, with such powers as Congress may, in their wisdom, deem proper to 
grant them. It is also important that the commissioners should look at the grounds claimed. Had this 
been done by the former commissioners, it might at once have excited suspicion, and led to an investi- 
gation and rejection of the claim, and thus prevented the grant of valuable ground for the prodigious 
improvement of a pig-stye upon it. Your petitioners further beg leave to remark, that they have learned 
that a bill in relation to these land claims was before the last Congress, which proposed to appoint the 
register and receiver of the land office at Jackson Court-house commissioners to examine these claims. 
The latter of those officers is well known to your petitioners. He long resided in this place, and left it 
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under circumstances we forbear to detail. They were such as give him no claim to our confidence; and 
we beg leave to add, as a duty we owe ourselves and the government, that we might be more satisfac- 
torily and impartially represented. 


Addin Lewis. Robert E. Center. William Raser. 
Henry V. Chamberlain. KE. Montgomery. Rob. Higgin. 

P. H. Hobart. Thos. W. Dailey. Isaac Meeker. 

T. F. Toulmin. Moses Sewall. | Martin Thaxter. 
Robt. L. Crawford. Daniel Stow. Nich’s Weekes. 
Jack I. Ross. Gorham Davenport. T)’que Salley, jr. 
Philip McLoskey. Wm. Jones, jr. J. W. Townsend. 
Diez McCoy. W. R. Hallett. Chester Root. 
Edward Hall. K. Wilson. Jona. Hunt. 

J. W. Moore. P. W. R. Hallett. Thomas Murray 


L. Judson. 
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LAND CLAIM IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 19, 1826. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of the heirs of Louis de la Houssaye, deceased, reported: 


That at the last session of Congress the same were referred to this committee, who, on the 10th of 
January, 1826, made the following report:—(See No. 469.) 

“Le Peltier de la Houssaye, Chevalier de Ja Houssaye, for themselves and the other heirs and legal 
representatives of Louis de la Houssaye, deceased, residents of the county of Attakapas, in the State of 
Louisiana, represent that sometime about the year 1818, Levin Wailes, register of the land office at 
Opelousas, and Louis Chachere, sworn interpreter to the board of commissioners, came to the house of the 
decedent, who was an old and infirm man, for the purpose of taking his deposition, and who then delivered 
to the said register a complete grant to him from the Spanish government for one league of land, fronting 
upon each side of the Bayou Cailloux, of the ordinary depth; that the said register promised to record the 
said grant for confirmation; that soon after their father died; that, upon inquiry at the land office, it was 
ascertdmed that the register had not only neglected to record the grant, as he had promised, but had 
actually lost er mislaid it, so that it could not be regained; that, in'consequence of his negligence, their 
title to the said land has not been confirmed: wherefore they solicit the passage of an act for their relief. 
The proof exhibited in support of this claim is as follows: Louis Chachere swears that he was present at 
the house of Louis de la Houssaye with Levin Wailes, the register, for the purpose of taking the said De 
la Houssaye’s deposition in reference to a claim entered for confirmation by the late André Martin; that De 
la Houssaye exhibited a concession of the Spanish government, granting to him one league of land fronting 
on each side of the Bayou Cailloux, which concession he handed to the register for the purpose of entering 
the same before the board. The affiant thinks the concession was signed by Governor Galvez, and was a 
complete grant; he does not recoilect at what time this instrument was handed to the register. Valery 
Martin swears he was present at the house of De la Houssaye at the time alluded to by Chachere, but does 
not recollect whether the concession was handed to the register or not. 

“The committee do not find the case free from difficulty. The petitioners claim under a complete 
Spanish title, which has been lost in the hands of a United States officer, whose duty it was to admit 
it to record. C. Pellerin, whose testimony is strongest as to: the character of the grant, swears that 
Mr. de la Houssaye took possession of the land more than thirty years ago, and has always been in 
possession of the same, and enjoyed it as his property to the present day, and that his family is now in 
possession of it. He does not say the possession was actual, or such an’ one as would be produced by 
habitation and cultivation. The opinions of men are so variant as to what constitutes a complete Spanish 
grant that it seems to the committee some doubt may rest on that of Mr. Pellerin. He may in his first 
affidavit allude merely to an order of survey. He says he went upon the land, and located it, and took 
possession. The fair deduction is that he acted as Mr. de la Houssaye’s agent in having the land surveyed, 
which was an act preliminary to that of cbtaining a perfect title. It was but rarely the case that a 
patent was given for land prior to the location, Upon what condition this grant was given does not 
appear. 

“As the claim is for a large tract of land, and the case susceptible of more particular and pointed 
proof, the committee recommend that they be discharged from the further consideration of the petitions 
and documents, and that they be laid on the table.” 

The committee do now further report, that it appears, from statements made to them by Mr. Brent, of 
Louisiana, that Louis Chachere and C, Pellerin, whose affidavits are filed as testimony in this case, were 
well acquainted with the nature of land titles under the Spanish government, and were competent judges 
of what were the essential requisites of a complete Spanish grant; that they were in the service of the 
Spanish government during the existence of that government in Louisiana, and that Mr, Chachere was 
selected as a translator of jand titles in the western district of Louisiana on account of his knowledge of 
the handwriting and signatures of the different Spanish officers, and of the forms and legal requisites of 
Spanish grants. Both Chachere and Pellerin swear that they saw the grant above alluded to, and state 
it to be a‘complete Spanish grant. The committee do not conecive that such men as they are represented 





a ee 








804 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 583. 





to be could have mistaken a mere order of survey for a complete grant, and are therefore of opinion that 
such a grant was issued to said De la Houssaye by the said government. 

The committee further report that on the 4th day of March last, on the motion of Mr. Brent, they 
were instructed to report a bill confirming this claim; and that a bill was accordingly reported on. March 
7, 1826. Under all the circumstances of this case, the committee are of opinion that the petitioners are 
entitled to relief, and, in pursuance of that opinion, do recommend the passage of the bill which accom- 


panies this report. 
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PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS IN THE ST. HELENA LAND DISTRICT IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 20, 1826. 


Mr. Gurtey, from the Committee on Public Lands, who were instructed by a resolution of this House, on 
the 8th instant, to inquire into the expediency of granting to actual settlers, reported by the commis- 
sioners of the land office at St. Helena Court-house land district, in the State of Louisiana, under the 
provisions of the act of Congress of March 3, 1819, a right of pre-emption to a tract of land not 
exceeding one section, including their improvements, in all cases where such settler is not entitled 
to the same as a donation, or by title derived from, or confirmed by, the government of the United 
States, reported: 


That, by the law of March 3, 1819, referred to in said resolution, the registers of the land offices in 
the St. Helena and Jackson Court-house land districts were required to report to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office a list of actual settlers prior to the passage of the law, to be by him laid before 
Congress for their determination thereon. , 

The resolution referred to your committee proposes to extend the right of preference in the purchase 
of the public lands to the persons embraced in the list of actual settlers reported under the provisions of 
this law, and who have not received lands by donation or title derived from, or confirmed by, the govern- 
ment of the United States. 

The act of Congress of April 25, 1812, contains a similar provision with the law of March 3, 1819; 
and, by the last-mentioned act, a right of preference is granted in the purchase of the public lands to 
every person embraced in the list of actual settlers made under the law of 1812. 

Your committee can readily believe that the act before referred to, of March 3, 1819, connected with 
the previous legislation of Congress, induced the settlers in this district of country to believe that the 
privilege now asked would be extended to them, and that improvements have been made in consequence 
thereof which it would be extremely hard, if not unjust, to deprive them of by refusing to grant them the 
right of preference in the purchase of lands rendered valuable by their own labor. It is not known to the 
committee that any loss will be experienced by the government in giving the right of preference to lands in 
this district of country, as they are generally sterile and unproductive, and would not, perhaps, command 
in market, in a state of nature, the present minimum price at which the public lands are required to be 
sold. 

It is proper, however, to observe that if your committee had entertained any doubt on this subject, 
it is removed by the law passed at the last session giving the right of pre-emption to actual settlers in 
the Jackson Court-house land district under the law of 1819, which is equally applicable to both. They 
are unable to discover any reason why a privilege should be extended to the citizens of one district and 
withheld from those of the other. 

They therefore report a bill. 
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APPLICATION OF THE LAND DEBTORS IN ALABAMA FOR FURTHER RELIEF. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 22, 1826. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress : 

The undersigned, inhabitants of the State of Alabama, beg leave to represent: That their situation 
in respect to the public land debt due from them to the United States causes the most painful anxiety to 
your memorialists, and they believe it will not be disadvantageous to the government to palliate it by the 
passage of an act for their relief. 

The undersigned viewed with the liveliest interest the measure which received the unanimous appro- 
bation of the Senate at the last session, giving permission to the person who had relinquished lands to 
re-enter tl.em at certain fixed prices; and, although that bill was unsuccessful, they cannot but hope that 




















1826. ] RELIEF OF LAND DEBTORS IN ALABAMA. 805 








—_———— 


another, founded upon similar principles, with the modifications hereinafter expressed, and embracing 
other classes of purchasers, will receive the favorable consideration of Congress at the ensuing session. 
The whole community, the occupant of every tract, is deeply interested in the passage of such an act, and 
while we present our claims to the justice and liberality of Congress, we are discharging a duty to 
yurselves and our country by submitting to that body the following facts, viz: 

Ist. The amount due for lands sold in Alabama previous to the abolition of the credit system was 
(in round numbers) $10,800,000, nearly equal to the whole amount due from all the other States and 
Territories, and exceeding the debt due for the same number of acres in the other States, &c., $8,500,000. 

2d. The districts in this State which were sold under the credit system are now experiencing the 
greatest pecuniary embarrassments ever known to an agricultural community; and the inhabitants are 
wholly unable to make provision for the vast debt which is due to the government. 

3d. The debt was contracted principally in 1817, 1818, and 1819, when the commerce of the whole 
world was at the height of prosperity; when the southern States were apparently flourishing beyond all 
former precedent; when produce was high and money plenty, or rather when profuse emissions of bank 
notes inundated the western country. 

4th. Immediately thereafter, in 1820, cotton, the staple produce of Alabama, fell to less than one-half 
of its former value; and at the present time it is scarcely worth one-fourth of the fair market price in 
1818, which has checked the settlement of the country and greatly reduced the value of lands. 

Under these circumstances we have no other alternative, without the timely intervention of Congress, 
than to occupy the lands as tenants for a short term of years, and at the expiration of the term to forfeit 
them, @ measure alike odious to one party and distressing to the other. In the meantime we must 
experience every sort of inconvenience incident to the unsettled state of the inhabitants, and these are 
obviously of such a nature, so serious and so numerous, as not to require to be particularized. And we 
have good reason to believe that, after a forfeiture and upon a resale, the occupant will either obtain his 
farm at the minimum price or purchase it at second hand from a powerful combination of speculators, 
who would themselves receive a greater amount in profits than the government from the sales. 

When this simple statement of naked facts is attentively considered, and the situation of both debtor 
and creditor duly appreciated, we feel confident that your honorable bodies will not deny us just and 
equitable relief. But when we reflect that it has been, in no small degree, by the acts of the government 
that we are reduced to this deplorable condition, by availing itself of the most prosperous times ever 
known to bring into market very large districts of lands, greatly beyond the wants of the inhabitants 
and their means to purchase; at a time, too, when the spirit of speculation ran high through all parts of 
the nation; when, in addition to the recent establishment of seventy new banks, no less than four millions 
of depreciated public stock had become available in the purchase of these lands alone: all these circum- 
stances combining to excite an active competition and to favor indiscreet speculation, and our own 
government, the monopolizer of lands, having reduced the price from $2 to $1 25 per acre, thereby 
lessening the real value of lands everywhere; when all these facts and circumstances are impartially 
considered, and due allowance made for their influence, we are emboldened to ask a cancelling of the 
contract as one which it is both contrary to good faith and good conscience to enforce, and we are 
encouraged to solicit that kind of relief which our peculiar situation requires. 

We are well assured, and the general transactions of the country for the last six years confirm our 
opinions, that the public lands of this State, if sold at any time since the adoption of the cash system, 
would not have produced to the national treasury a larger amount than has already been paid for the first 
instalment. Without, however, indulging in the pleasing reflection of what our situation under those 
circumstances would have been, we will, with becoming deference to the superior wisdom of your honor- 
able bodies, suggest the passage of an act which, although it will not relieve every hardship nor redress 
every grievance, yet, we respectfully maintain, will be both creditable and highly advantageous to the 
government, while, at the same time, it will afford to your memorialists that particular relief which the 
individual necessities and happiness and prosperity of the country imperiously require. 

We therefore humbly pray for the passage of an act embracing, among such other equitable and 
indulgent provisions as your honorable bodies shall deem expedient, the following, viz: 

That all lands which have been relinquished under the several acts of Congress for that purpose may 
be divided into five classes, and be subject to re-entry at the following fixed prices, viz: 

First class to embrace all lands which cost $30 per acre, or upwards, at $5 per acre. Second class to 
embrace all lands which cost more than $20 per acre, and less than $30, at $4 per acre. Third class to 
embrace all lands which cost more than $10 per acre, and less than $20, at $3 per acre. Fourth class to 
embrace all lands which cost more than $5 per acre, and less than $10, at $2 per acre; and all lands that 
cost $5 or less, at the minimum price 

That the person relinquishing, his heirs, &c., may be entitled to re-enter in all cases, except where 
the holder of the certificate at the time of the passage of the relinquishment act, had afterwards trans- 
ferred such certificate, but had retained possession of the land and cultivated the same; in such case the 
person so retaining the possession of and cultivating the land, his heirs, &c., may have the right of 
re-entry; provided that no person, his heirs, &c., shall have the right to re-enter more than one section. 

And also that the holders of certificates of further credit, their heirs, &c., may be permitted to 
surrender such certificates, and, at the same time, to re-enter the Jands described therein at the above 
graduated prices, and that they be allowed a credit for all sums paid by them since the date of the 
certificate of further credit, provided such payments do net exceed the fixed prices as graduated above; 
and that the provisions of this act be extended to September 30, 1829. 

In concluding we take occasion to express our warm approbation of the plan which was under 
discussion at the last session of Congress for disposing of the unsold and refuse lands by suffering them 
to be entered at certain periods after they shall have been offered at public sale, and at certain graduated 
and reduced prices. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

JOHN COLLINS, and sixty-three others. 
Ocroser, 1826. 
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NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION OF LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS UPON 
WHICH PATENTS HAVE BEEN WITHHELD. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 22, 1826. 


Treasury Department, December 21, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, “directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to lay before the Senate a statement of the number of land claims in Missouri and Arkansas 
upon which patents are withheld or have not yet been issued, founded upon patent certificates issued by 
the recorder of land titles at St. Louis under an act of February 17, 1815, ‘for the relief of the inhabitants 
of vie late county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes,’ and the number 
of claims founded upon confirmation by any act of Congress, or by any board of commissioners, or by the 
recorder of land titles at St. Louis, or founded upon purchase from the United States at public or private 
sale, upon which patents are withheld from the claimants, with the reasons for withholding such patents, 
respectively, in each description of claim,” I have the honor to submit a communication this day received 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated the 19th, and another dated the 4th instant, 
which, with the documents to which they refer, contain the information required by the said resolution. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Prestnent of the Senate. 





Genera Lanp Orricr, December 19, 1826. 

Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, dated the 7th instant, in the following words: 
“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be. directed to lay before the Senate a statement of the 
number of land claims in Missouri and Arkansas upon which patents are withheld or have not yet been 
issued, founded upon patent certificates issued by the recorder of land titles at St. Louis, under an act of 
February 17, 1815, for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, in Missouri Terri- 
tory, who suffered by earthquakes, and the number of claims founded upon confirmation by any act of 
Congress, or by any board of commissioners, or by the recorder of land titles at St. Louis, or founded on 
purchase from the United States at public or private sale, upon which patents are withheld from the claim- 
ants, with the reasons for withholding such patents, respectively, in each description of claim,” and 
which has been referred by you to this office, I have the honor to report that the cases in which patents 
have been suspended for lands lying in Missouri resolve themselves into the following classes: 

First class. Cases in which patents have been withheld in consequence of the lands claimed to be 
patented containing mineral. In relation to which cases | beg leave to refer to and make part of this 
report the communication made to you from this office on the 4th instant, and to which it is not deemed 
necessary to make any addition, except to add a list of ten private claims, the patents for which are 
suspended in consequence of the tracts being supposed to contain lead mineral, marked A, and the copy of 
a letter from Lieutenant Thomas, the United States agent, herewith transmitted, marked Bb. 

Second class. Cases arising under the act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of persons suffering by 
earthquakes. The papers marked C, D, and E, will exhibit the number of cases in which patents claimed 
under this law have been withheld, and the reasons for withholding them. 

Third class. Cases in which patents have been suspended for claims to land supposed to have been 
confirmed under the act passed April 12, 1814. The paper marked F exhibits these particular cases, and 
the causes of suspension. 

It may be proper to state that the general practice in relation to claims confirmed under the act of 
April 12, 1814, has been to resurvey, under the authority of the United States, the whole of the claims 
supposed to have been confirmed under that act, as well those which had been previously surveyed 
under the authority of the government granting the land as those claimed by a special entry. To the 
resurvey thus made full faith has been given by this office, except in those cases where satisfactory 
evidence has been exhibited to induce a belief that the resurvey was not made in conformity to the 
original survey, or that the land claimed was not that which was originally intended to be granted. In 
such cases the resurveys have not been approved at this office, and the parties claiming are left to sustain 
their claims, under the act of confirmation, in the courts of justice or by application to Congress. Under 
a strict and rigid construction of the act of April 12, 1814, the parties claiming a confirmation, by that 
act, of an old survey would be entitled to patents for the same without a resurvey. Such patents, how- 
ever, would necessarily issue in conformity to, and calling for, the old survey, and would therefore place 
the claimant in all disputed cases in no better situation than he would have been under the act of con- 
firmation and without a patent; and sucha construction is liable to so many obvious objections in relation 
to undisputed cases that it seems never to have been acted upon. 

Fourth class, Cases of suspension in consequence of the recorder’s certificate not corresponding with 
the original report on which the confirmation was made.—(Sce paper marked G.) These cases suggest 
the propriety of some enactment by which the executive would be enabled to correct cases of error, where 
there is a discrepancy between the reports of the recorder of land titles as confirmed by Congress and 
the original title papers in his office. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hon. Nacuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasuay. 
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Statement exhibiting the lands in the districts of Cape Girardeau and St. Louis, reported to the General Land 
Office by the United States agent as containing lead ore, which had been sold prior to the report of the agent, 
but for which patents not having been issued the receivers were directed to refund the purchase money, and 
the patents were withheld. 


DISTRICT OF ST. LOUIS. 





Description of the tract. 


Date of sale. 


Name of the purchaser. 


Section. Range. 
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CP eee ee cree sees eesesseseees 


Northwest quarter, 17.0... ..ceeeeeeeees 
Northwest fractional quarter, 21.. OSC MEE CORE RERERS 80004004 BEES ODES 
West half northwest quarter, 24....... 


NOPNEASE TrACHONAN GQUAIOT, 16 o6cs:cccccdescccsiecscsceetecsicccecace 


Cee mere eeesereseeeeeere 


West half northeast quarter, 13.......... 
Fast half southeast quarter, 31.... 


Come meee sere erer sees eeeseseseses 


MOUMECMEMGUUTLOR Lic caccisauscieeis isc ele accuse Ne eee seseeeeeenssenes 


jast half southeast quarter, 23, and west half southwest quarter, 24 . 
West half northwest quarter, 25, and east half northeast quarter, 26. 


Fast half northeast quarter, 24..... 0... cece ceeeeeee 


ee ee eeeeesceeces 


West half southeast quarter, 24........ 000008 


East half northwest quarter, 25 ......cccceeeceeseeees Sibibievoledeleisieiases 
East half southeast quarter, 19......... 


Pere meer eres nesses sees eee 


West half southeast quarter, 31.....cccecceee eee. eens 


ee eees eres eese 


Southwest fractional quarter, 7....... 


COR meee eee ee were es essere eeeees 


BOuUesiwesttractonal Quaker, UL. oiccscciccisscccecseicecee ewecisseseces 


Southwest fractional quarter, 7...... 


Pewee reer ere sees eeeersee 


Southwest quarter, 6 ....cccccscseccccces se 
East halt northwest, and east half southwest quarter, 8... 


Northwest fractional quarter, 7.... 


Pee meee were ee ee eres eres eeeeeesees 


West half northwest quarter, 14 .......ccccccccccscceccscecce 


ee eeee 


Bast half southeast quarter, 34.600. occccc cess cccccteccces 60s eevee ° 
Northwest quarter, 10........... PPT OC ICE Ty Or ee 
West half southwest quarter, 19's 6 ,.:0:00.0:s0s00600s0000 ces 86s0 cbeiees 
West half northwest UU Tae cassia aieiciniess olaaie sein eicie eielgcib en sibisieciaie 
MAGE NAID NOMNCRAG GUATICN, 1s cscs .s <.c00s.5.0040006 6 000000e 4bereree 
East half soutliwest quarter, 14...065 ssccccccccccess sescceesss cece 
Northwest fractional quarter, 32.....cccccccescecccccccssccccecs coos 
West half northeast quarter, 9.4... ccccccoccccecccscsscccccceccceee 


East part of fractionil section 23.......scccecccccecccsccccccccccvees 
East half southeast quarter, 6.....ccccececccecccececescceceeececees 
Northeast fractional quarter, 30 ......scccccsscssccvccccccececs cece 
Kast half southeast quarter, 14......ccccscccccccccsccceccesccceccce 
Southeast fractional quarter, 6 .,..2ccccccccccccceccccccccec cscs cocs 
East half northeast quarter, 23,.... 





39 
39 
41 
4l 
38 
39 


} 41 


4l 
41 
41 
41 
38 
38 
41 
4l 


35 


37 
36 





Di Divcicisivvseee 
eenpeeOUle aes ee 
pawleneOeesces 
aeieierevell Oeaipiciens 
passa clOeeecee 
weasendOceence 
DO Risceeudsaees 
PD cetcis yee 
Dibraeciviesceee 
Pisecvevascae 
codons Oeeesies 
ee Baboescaniceiece 
ei pisisiawelOlele cisiacs 
ericeesaenes 
S| er ere 


roa 
a) eee 


S Bivccscsccss 


4B... } 


aiaia'sielglOrataearye 
enacwetlOcacsas 
weldne el Seiavees 
Pi ccuiccvionas 
aewie cl Oasice an 
sapaselOeescies 


EP ivcssecvces 


rR 
DF Bevsawsawe. 


Geeesedloaeede 
nance slOls siewece 
wees Oawicweie 
Ree) errr 
Di Des sce sidixt ee 
wo Pigeseeecese 
SE sieaeileislewens 
aeeeseaOeuce ee 
oF Exe cioncicene 
wiaeiale slllPoie veer 
| BS rarer 
Seas cigiserwaee 
pill RRS er 
BDivaceeestes 
Me caciscacieeer 
soceredOcccsee 


ene metlceneee 








PONG SOM ic cc:ccecdvcsvescusiocuss 
Dennis OPN. coe ciceccicceviacsescankens 


Ewel Baker and John Bent.........0000+ 
William and John Perry ......cccceeeees 
French Strother and Lyman Scott..... ae 


Baptiste Valle... csccccccccccccsccccccs 
Btienne Roussin so... cecccccccccccccccecs 
William Glasgow and David Bryant..... 
John Bent and Ewel Baker,............ 
Daniel Blais 0.66 ccsslacscitececs 
R. H. Peebles and Clement B. Fletcher.. 


Clement i. Pletehek es cccccacvesccccuccs 


ee eee sees 


Tsabella Hearst .....seeeeee 


Ceeee eres eese 


URINE oo dc daeid asic nansicied-cneaces 


Daniel Blair........... eacieweeee 
Clement B. Fletcher and Wm. Glasgow... 


John Manchester. ........ceeeee 
William Mothershead ..... 
John W. Honey, Elias Bates, Daniel 
Blair, and John Blair. 
Clement B. Fletcher..........++ 
Clement B. Fletcher and Alfred Skinner... 


cere cccehOccccccccccccce coche cccccces 
Susannah Mapes .....cesecccccccccccces 
John Bequette and Thomas Manchester., 
Jas. Hall, John Bevins, and Chas. J. Drury. 
ADEANAMN TVIRD 6. o000.60ccisece cesclectces 
John W. Honey, Samuel Woodson, and 
John Bell. 
George F. Strother . ..cccsce coccccccees 


Elisha Walten .... 


John Scott, jr. ccccccecccecccccecs 


TOREUR CARVER issccecadasciwsvonaucoes 
Edward Hunt and Samuel Edwards ..... 
JON AAGOBOIN s dic cicicweccoscs socccses 
RODEI HEWES occ csccicccwiicciecewn coerce 
John Layton and others.......e.ceeeeeee 
Abraham Eaton .... cscs cccccccccccccecs 
Abrahant Eversull occ cscccesvccecvsccses 
Moses R. MeCreary.:.ccccosccsccccecsee 
Simon Duvall and others.....ceeceeeeeee 
Robert Hughes .....ccceceseccceccecvecs 
JON CO. SCOtteveceicse. coceccceccceccocce 
Robert Hughes ...ccccccccceccecsececese 


May 
acai eta lnateieas 
May 4, 1825. 
May 5, 1825. 
May 21, 1825. 
May 25, 1825. 
May 30, 1825. 
July 14, 1825. 
Aug. 4, 1825. 
Aug. 16, 1825. 
Aug. 20, 1825. 
seceeedOecccce 
Aug. 23, 1825. 


3, 1825. 


soccecdOcccece 
Aug. 27, 1825. 
Sept. J, 1825. 
Sept. 6, 1825. 
cccecedOcccove 
Sept. 15, 1825. 


Sept. 17, 1825. 
secescEOcccecs 
Sperry) Seer 
Sept. 19, 1825. 
cecsccdOscccce 
Oct. 22, 1825. 
WaseslOeaauas 
Oct. 24, 1825. 


3, 1824. 
4, 1824. 
Aug. 4, 1824. 
Aug. 27, 1824. 
May 27, 1825. 
June 16, 1825. 
June 29, 1825, 
July 7, 1825. 
Aug. 5, 1825. 
Aug. 6, 1825. 
Aug. 19, 1825, 
Sept. 5, 1825. 
Sept. 13, 1825, 
Sept. 24, 1825. 
Oct. 10, 1825. 
Oct. 12, 1825. 
Oct. 22, 1825. 
Oct. 12, 1825. 


April 
June 








Statement exhibiting the lands in the districts of Cape Girardeau and St. Louis, reported to the General Land 
Office by the United States agent as containing lead ore, which had been sold, and the patents issued thereon, 
prior to the examination and report of the agent. 


DISTRICT OF ST. LOUIS. 





Description of the tract. 





Name of the purchaser. 


| 
| 


| 





Date of sale. | Date of patent. 
Range. | 


Section. Township. 


40 QE......| Augustus Labaume.......cecccccceeeeee| NOV. 6,1824 | May 10,1824. 
40 ..--d0....| Amos C. Riess linsdanisucdacs Oct. 16,1822 |...00cdO.ccoee 
38 3 Bie cesss May 1,1824. 
o0eedOeeee May 10,1824, 
| May 1,1824, 

May 10,1824. 


ceweweGUcarne 





Southwest quarter, and southeast fractional quarter, 32.... 
East half northwest quarter, 82.....0+cceeee cece eeeeeeeees 
FOWT SCOU, Wiis cccicscvcseceassass seseee| Mar. 5, 1821 | 
Danicl Dunklin ........ +006 000 | Sept. 14, 1822 
Mar. &, 1821 
Oct. 8, 1822 


Nov. 2,1821 


South half northeast quarter, 383 .......eeeeeeees 
North half northeast quarter, 33., 


38 
38 
38 


eee nese 


o00OOseee 


George JaMisOn.....ceeeeececeseeeeees 
Wm. M. & J. Perrysssscececcseceeeeess 
Walter B Alexander. ....sseeeeeee seve 


Northwest quarter, 34.....ccccccesescccceccccscccccesees 
West half southwest quarter, 20.......05 seeeeecereseees 











Northwest quarter, 36,....cccccecccseccccsccescncecscess 
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Statement exhibiting the lands in the districts of Cape Girardeau and St. Louis, &c—Continued, 


DISTRICT OF ST. 


Description of the tract. 


LOUIS—Continued. 








Section. 


West half northeast quarter, 30.....cccee scenes ceees 
East half southeast quarter, 30,.......6.000+ 


West half northwest quarter, and east half southwest 


quarter, 14, 
Southwest fractional quarter, (east of Merimec,) 15....... 
East half southwest quarter, 21.......c.ssccccenccccccces 
East half southwest guarter, and west half southeast 

quarter, 22. 

Southwest fractional quarter, 13, ....cccccsecscceseccccce 
East fractional half, (west of Merimec,) 35 ......eeeeeees 
Southwest quarter, 25......ccccccccsssvcvescccsevscccece 
Bot No. 1, WOMENS QUATTET, 3. 2.0005 000000 0sees0e0eeve0 
Lot No. 1, northeast quarter, 4. .....ccccccccceccccccscces 
East half southwest quarter, and west half southeast 

quarter, 34. 

SHOMMOGRES QIMRTICH, BO onivcins css 0 5s0ses neces kasensheyecees 
West half southeast quarter, and east half southwest 

quarter, 35. 

Ssot No. 1, morthwest quarter, D0. osc scisscceescscws ve0sde 
Lot No. 2, eouthwest quarter, S1o..ss5c00s00cccressecees 
West half northwest quarter, 32 .......cccccevecesccccees 
West half southwest quarter, 32 ......0cccccescveecccvess 
East half northwest quarter, 35.....ccesccccscccccccccces 
West half southeast quarter, 3, and east half northeast 

quarter, 10. 

West half southwest quarter, 3.......csccsseescssosccecs 
Fast half southwest quarter, 4.... 


Lot No 1, northwest quarter, 4. ......0ccvsscecsevsecceccss 
East half northeast quarter, 15.... 


East half southeast quarter, 16, and west half northeast 
22 


quarter, 
East half northeast quarter, and east half northwest 
quarter, 22. 
West half southeast quarter, 23...... 


West half southwest quarter, 24..... seeeeeee 


Northwest fractional quarter, 29 ......2..cccccesvecsesseces 
pest half southeast quarter, 22 ....00 2002 ssessccessescece 
Northeast fractional quarter, 32..... ova 


Cece eres eees 


West half northwest quarter, 25 ....0..ccccccccscccccccece 
West half southwest: quarter, 11.......00c0cs%c0ecceces sees 
Bact ball mortheast quarter, 42 ....cccssesss Kansccescceens 


Py Cat Minkt @rithneant quarter, 12.6.4 <siecesccsecve0cscscens 


West half northwest quarter, 12. .....cccccccocsscesce cos 
East half northwest quarter, 12 .......ccccscscccsesecceess 
SOME RO MURINE, Bon ssspaasenss sens $050 shes asbeeeeeees 
SUMTER GRUMTERT, 12. no wasnvcscnneesaeeseeseeeegwe seus 
East half northwest quarter, 25.......ccocsesesssscessees 
A RUMOR MINNIE TET, onc Soneaeaveechavawecaseneess 
Southeast fractional quarter, POsbenseenlscoe sb aasebeconhes 
Northeast fractional quarter, 33... ...0c.cccccccccceccccces 
co a Tee ee ree 
East half northeast quarter, 7...... ce cccc cece cccccenecccs 
Ei 
East half southeast quarter, 7....0.eeeeeecsesceseeseeeees| 


ast half southeast quarter, 9., ..cccccccccccccccescccces 


West half southwest quarter, 8......2.cccecscccccscccees 
West half northcast quarter, 7. ....eseecccecscccccccceecs| 
| 


West half northwest quarter, 8, and west half southeast | 
~ | 

quarter, 7. | 
West half southwest quarter, 4...c.ceececeescseecseccees, 


East half northeast quarter, 8.....0eeeeeeeeeee 
Sast half southwest quarter, 5........00 sccccccccsesccceeel 
West half northeast quarter, 18........s000 cceee: coeseees 
Bast half northeast quarter, 18. ...ceeceeeeesesseeeeeeces .| 


Northeast quarter, 5.....ccccccceccccercccccs cesses cecess| 


East half northeast quarter, 29...... 


seers ee cere esessesees 


East half northeast quarter, 11.......ccceccsscccecces cess! 


South fractional half, 32....cecceeee cocceccscsvesececese| 


Northwest quarter, 18..... 


Seer eeereresesesesseeesses esse 


Southeast Quarter, 2... ccc. ccceccccccccccccecsceccecscees| 


Northwest fractional quarter, 35......eeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeees 
Southwest fractional quarter, 35 ......eee cess cess eer eees 
Southeast fractional quarter, 24.......cceeeeeeeveceee ces) 
Lot No. 1, northeast quarter, 2.....cccesescccceccevecesees 


Northwest fractional quarter, 12 .......eeceeeeeeees 
East half southwest quarter, 2.....ceccseeseessees sevseel 





Township. 


| Name of the purchaser. 
| | 
' 


Range. 


| Date of sale. 


Date of patent. 





40 
40 
39 


40 
40 
40 
38 
38 


39 
39 
39 


39 


39 
39 
39 
39 
38 
39 
39 
44 
44 
44 
+ 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 


38 
38 


38 
38 
38 
39 
39 
38 
38 
39 
40 
40 
40 
39 


39 


ee 


oes eGOnnes 


Manuel Amelin...cccccccccescccccscecs 
Touissaint Charbonneau .......eeeeeeee 
Job Westover . 





William Harrison ...... ceccccccsccceses 
Wm. M. and John Perry.......ccccseoes 


Reuben Smith and E. 


weestlOnccs 
a se 


0000dO..0.! 4AUMALQUC. eee eeee 


....d0...., Uriah Burns 
DW Jcsne 
seeweiDanas 
BS Bivenss\s 
eelOssas 


JOHN DICTION 5s 0's ca sin'e s:000e000s0e0eeess 
POOPICIE RATE 5 sss 6555 40554555 sesn see! 
SOMN PONG. ss c0s0e8 


eeeeeses.eee 


SHCOD TH. AMD .eiscs since 00000000 cecee 


Pa 


o Henry Poston.....ccccscccccccccsvccecs 


o+6dO..6.) Robert Chapman .....ssesesccceccescees 


peeeOew ws 


SEPT OEP EET ELE LE Le 


. 





4 EB... 000 


pees Osis 


Matthew McPeak....ccccccccccccccccecs 


| 
socsllOascs | Sercmiah BACKWeEll.<.ccaccesseasee eee 


oo06dO....) Samucl Staples .reccesccecccccecccevess 


see James Donnell.... Sas Suedeee sees 


Jooe AO.00- 
| BE...00.| Leard B. Boyd.......ssceccccessescoees 
| 


eevtlOnwns 


Simeon Wo0dS..... eves ceescceccsccceee: 
ooeeGO.eee| Philip O. Harver.....cccccccccccccscees 


jeeeed0..+) John Thurmond . 


jeeeedOveee Win. Mothershead....sssseeeeeereeeees 
seed Ovens, "Fponsns TUCRIGA oc sc 66s60s00news ese cdes 
| 

oe Wim. Mothershead..... sscccccccsccccce 


veeeO.eee Nathaniel Parker. cesccccccesceeevcceces 
David Strong... 
Joseph Bequette ....... 
Austin Baker . 
Jean B. Valle... 
eo Ge eT Be eee tir 


lpseatiOnsne 


en aes 
eeeOeass 
Pais paeas 
2 es 
JooeeGO.ee! 


| 
‘ae 
| 
| 
H 


Pomme rere errr seer eneeeees 





Win. Mothershead,....cesccccccvsevess 
Jane Bowles. ....cccccececccecccscovecs 
John McLaughlin... cece ccceccescccccs 
se eelOon es] MTICHNE FUMINBs 00 scissieeese00ss 000 eineee 
ooeedO...+ Timothy Garnon....scsseceecceecececess 


o+ee0.... Michael McLaughilin...... «+-- 


ooeeO...-) Patrick SAWEY....ccccccecccccececccees 
oeeeGO.ee. John Bailey ....sccereccecceeccsccseces 
o006d0..0. Samuel Rudder........cccecccscccscces 
+0+d0,... Jabez Ferris....... 
John B. Valley and John Bequette...... 


Antoine Janis and J. B. Valle,.......... 


Peer eeeeseeeesesese 


50580000 


Bes aay 


ee) ees 


sive bios SME O Liss w10 oo nbs MLO. was eniee snes 


isredOvee. Amie PerW0dsc.cccesecccccsccceses veces 
|++..d0.... Antoine Janis and J. B. Valle........... 


[oesbOeoneliukpinanallOlccceowscacetlO siseeses cess oser 
Antoine Janis......ccccccccccccccsccces 


Antoine Janis and J. B. Valle. .......00. 


= 
eee sasn 


Jonathan LL. Bean..cccccccrcccccccccece 
Antoine Janis and J. B. Valle .........- 


See etiOen ss 
| Pea 
o+20d0.... Joseph W. Garraty....ccccescecscescees 


JooeedO.oe+) James CleMENS, jee cccccsccscecescesecs 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
iain ais 
ee ee 

SO Miesseew 
seeslOses> 

SF Ross cweis 
leeeedOveee 
| 


| QE... 
PGs veces 
| 


John Perry... 





Charles Yates ...ccccccsccsccccccccccces 





Etienne Lamarque,...sceccescessescecs 
John McKee... 
Albert Bisch,..... 
Etienne ROussin ,..cccccccsccesececvecs 


eee wees eeerereerr essere 





John Hughes ...ccccccccccccscccsecccce 
JeeeeO.eee Henry Whitmire.ce..scseccseceeccescess 
...-d0....| Jesse Enloe...... 


2 E...000 


seeetlOuess 


Sees eeeeeseeseeessseee 





ee PSP err re re 





lseneseGlO 


Mar, 13, 1822 


June 2, 1823 


Sept. 20, 1823 
Sept. 9,1823 
Sept. 16, 1824 


Jan. 15,1825 
Mar. 12, 1825 
Mar. 17, 1825 
Sept. 24, 1824 
Nov. 19, 1824 
May 10,1821 


iemswel@useecs 


May 13,1822 


Feb. 22,1821 
Mar. 9,1821 
Feb, 22, 1821 
Sept. 21, 1821 
Feb. 24,1821 
Feb. 21,1821 


Mar. 9,1821 
Mar. 2, 1821 
Feb. 26, 1821 
Mar. 9,1821 
April 7, 1821 


Mar. 2,1821 


Mar. 9,1821 
secees lO cccee 
Feb. 26,1821 
April 2, 1823 


| April 29, 1823 


June 19,1823 
Sept. 11, 1823 
May 18, 1821 
30, 1821 
25, 1821 
22, 1822 


18, 1821 


Aug. 
May 
Jan. 
May 
April 27, 1821 
May 18,1821 
Sept. 7, 1821 
Oct. 81823 
Feb. 18, 1824 
Mar. 29, 1824 
April 9, 1824 


ina «elO senens 


sinew sdOvecees 


April 22, 1824 
April 30, 1824 


July 3, 1824 


| July 28,1824 
| Aug. 18,1824 


Aug. 31,1824 
Sept. 2.1824 


| Sept. 6, 1824 


R. H. Price......ccccccvcesccese>ceccce| 


| Sept. 15, 1824 
' Sept. 19, 1824 


Oct. 7, 1824 
Oct. 9,1824 
Nov. 13, 1824 
Dec. 8, 1824 
seeeeKlOsee.s 
Jan. 15,1825 


we eedOseeecvesvceelOcccccccccccscccsscvccccs cesses |sceeesdQeseees 


OG cewwies 


May 10,1824, 
GOveseee 


20, 1824, 


eeeees 


May 


eeewa Oss cave 


“eee 


15, 1825, 


July 


i, 


SGeae MEO Ssens 
aise Os eceen 


signee sO veeees 


swaessllOsessics 


May 1,1824, 


pease eOnneeas 


May 10,1824, 


May 1,1824, 
Shiels <sacr0 
secee WDeecoee 
May 10,1824, 
May 1,1824, 


eeneelO sonacc 


deemettlOs sane 
snes enUOinsicees 
seetwsOxswsse 
see w ws MOsencoe 


$edaeeOpesnce 
sipieioe sO swiss 


testes MO secsien 
Sees ADescies 
SeesenObuuces 


May 20,1824. 
ceece dO receee 


coves AOcccece 
nbwae sO sews 
May 1,1824, 
May 10,1824, 
May 1,1824. 
May 10,1824. 
May 1,1824, 
evcce UDeccces 
piano OY since 
cove O.cceee 
May 10,1824. 
May 20,1824. 
June 1,1824. 
June 10,1824, 
July 15,1825, 
sseasietlDeyeve 
SeseselO sone “s 
coccesAOcccees 
oocce AO .ccece 
eaenesdOceswee 
o0ccceHO ccoce 
soccecAOccccce 
ieewes Oversees 
seseeetlO Gewese 
ccccccdOccccce 
seceeedOccccce 
so0cecOrcoves 
penewellOrecesis 
oceces AO ccceee 


leiesra MM Oieicicisieve 





| 
JevccesAOsccece 


DOvecere 


Soees MO eeces 


| 
Etienne Roussin .....eseeeeeeeeeeeeeees, JAM. 22,1825 .eeee dOweseee 


20605000 |c0senEOsscses| co000eAOoeccce 


lwansieatlOesiseies 
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——_—$_— 


Statement exhibiting the lands in the districts of Cape Girardeau and St. Louis, &c.—Continued. 


—_—_ 


DISTRICT OF ST, LOUIS—Continued. 





Description of the tract. 


Section. 


Township. 





Southwest fractional quarter, 24......... 
Southeast fractional quarter, 33, snl west half secubaii 
quarter, 34. 
West half southwest quarter, 29......+-cecssecessesceeees 
Southeast quarter, and west half northeast quarter, 8...... 
East half southwest quarter, 22.... 
West half southwest quarter, 5...... 
Northwest fractional quarter, 5......cecescecececceceeves 


Cece ee rere errs sessveses 


Ce eeee reer eeeesesees 


Southeast quarter, 18....ceccccccccccccccccecs socvcscece 
Southwest fractional quarter, 18 .......cceeeeceeccees cece 
East half southeast quarter, 6 


East half southwest quarter, 32.... 


Cece eeseee tert essere sesose 


we ee ee eeer sees eere sess 





40 
38 


39 
38 
39 
38 
38 


38 
38 
38 
39 
38 


| 
| 
| 
a 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


AP siccars 
oO Dinesielsis 
2E.. 
DL vewsicie 
o0eGOeeee 
Garraty. 
ooecdOoee. 

oedOs eee 

+-d0.... 
4 B..ccce 


Albert Bisch........ 


Henry Haverstick.... 
Alexander H. Ferris... 








Symon and John Scott......... 


Name of the purchaser. 


Anthony Wilkson....ccsccseeeececcsees 
Antoine Janis and J. B. Valle 
eis | PS OMMTICOLEY s)s0.00 vecaccwcccstsese sieaceiecs Mar. 14,1825 
William E. Garraty......... 
John W. Honey, Elias Bates, 


and J. W. 


ICES EN. OMI conicsiciowescvcccsenccéoas 


eee eeeseeseeees 


| April 5,1825 
| 
| April 9, 1825 


| April 11, 1825 


| Date of sale. 





Range. | 

| sas easels Oy ioe 
| 2W.....| Stephen RUAN Sis ssccsiacedcerdadel Jan. 28, 1825 
2 Beeves +| John Bequit.......seeeeeeeseesceeceeees| Jan. 29,1825 


| Feb. 15,1825 


| Feb. 17, 1825 


Mar. 16, 1825 


cecccedOcccce 


...| April 23, 1825 


Date of patent. 


July 15,1825. 
cocceeEOcccces 
eases! OGencces 
coscesdOccccce 
snccssGOices ce 
tdcsceOOsccevc 


cccccedOccccce 


coccesGOccccee 
sneeec@eidadees 
coccesAQccccee 
sasessOQavaces 


scsensGOecccve 




















Northwest quarter, 19.....cccccccccecccccccccccecssceess| 3S | SE... eee 606 eedeeeeees | April 25, 1825 
DISTRICT OF CAPE GIRARDEAU. 
West half northeast quarter, 28......seeeeees Rieke eee bieters 36 QE.,.....| Archibald Robinson .....c0.ccecccees May 25,1821 | May 1,1824. 
Southeast fractional quarter, 29......eceeeceeecsecceececs 36 +++-d0....) Thomas R. Harris......0..eeeeees eoeeee| May 26,1822 | May 10,1824, 
Lot No. 2, northwest quarter, 1......sseeeeeeeeeees or ee 36 oD Besse David Weiger .......cceeceees eee} April 16,1821 | May 1,1824. 
West half southeast quarter, 5......eccceccceeceees eis 36 4E......| Zachariah Hughes .......cccecsses Aug. 18,1&21 | May 10,1824, 
East half southwest quarter, 5,.... oecccesececcccccccccce 36 dO. ..cfoccevee 0d. ccccee cee vccccccece eaaejesere Mar. 15,1821 | May 1,1824. 
Northwest quarter, 10.....ceseessecesoees wiaiaie eisieisinie eielelows 36 .. do James O. Gillespy........0 esecceeeees| Aug. 10,1821 | May 10,1824. 
West half southeast quarter, 31.....ccccececsesccceeecees 37 oe sAOrscs| AMIEL PONV cecccslnssctscevecesciecasne Mar. 7,1821 | May 1,1824. 
Southeast and east half southwest quarter, 32............ 37 o0eO....] William Hunt . ceqececcesccceccceeecees sessecOOccccectaccee Gleesaes 
East half southeast quarter, 31, and west half southwest 37 ...do....| Job Westover........ ceccccceccceseeece! Mar. 14,1821 |..c0e UOseceee 
quarter, 32. 
..do....| Moses Campbell ........eeeeeeees coocee! April 6, 1821 |.oeeecdOcecece 


West half southwest quarter, 33........0+ 
West half southwest quarter, 44.....+.. 
West half northwest quarter, 36......... 
East half southwest quarter, 4. ccccccsecseccesceceee 
Southeast quarter, 4..... 


eeesees 


eee eeseseeseees 


Come eeeeee cere seeeseseeesesseeee 


West half northeast quarter, 8......ccccccecscces veces 
Lot No. 1, northeast quarter, leo... ce eeee cece cecseeseeees 
East half northeast quarter, 7....cceececeeececce eoeceees 
East half northeast quarter, 28,.....cecesesecceseecs oe 
Southeast fractional quarter, 28........ coccccccces ee 
East half northwest quarter, 21.....se.eeeeeee ai6e be Bees 
Southeast fractional, 26..........008 eccccccece 


Northeast fractional, 32, oa northwest fictions, BS.eeeee 
Northeast fractional quarter, 36.... 
East half northwest quarter, 8....+0-ecceecceseeees 
West half southwest quarter, 14, and east half southeast 


Pere eeeereeresssseece 


quarter, 15. 
East half northwest quarter, 15... 
East half northeast quarter, 27 ......eeceeeees 
East half northeast quarter, 28, and southwest quarter, 27. 


eeeeeeeeoees 


Northwest quarter, 32, ..ccccccccccccccccccscccccccccces 
Northeast quarter, 34.....-cccceccccecceeceeeces seeccccee 
East half northeast quarter, 13.......ceceeecseecees aeaees 


West half southeast quarter, and east half southwest 
quarter, 14. 

East half northeast quarter, 15.........e008 

East half southeast quarter, 19, 


ee eeeeee ceeeee 


OOo ee cere eeeeseseeesees 








East half northwest quarter, 23.....cccecesceceeeees cose 
Northeast fractional quarter, 17.....0..eccceecccecceeees 
ROUMIWESE QUATCEL, 20 scccscccaces evcsesscccceesesocesos 
East half southeast quarter, 30........cceceececeees cove 
East half southwest quarter, 4.....ccecccccecccceeccececs 
Southeast quarter, 4....... oe cere ccceeeccceescceccs eovcce 
West half southeast quarter, 15......ccecceeees seccees 
West half southeast quarter, 10........sse00+ eieidcseeees 
Southeast fractional quarter, 22....sccccceececeveescceecs 
West half northeast quarter, 8.....000+ .cseeccceececcees 
West half northeast quarter, 23........eceeeeeeeees coee 
Southwest quarter, 28......cccccccccccccccccecsccces 
Lot No. 1, northeast quarter, 1.........ccceeeeseceees 
Northwest fractional quarter, 25 .......ceeececesseceees 


....do....| John Givens,.... 


Alexander Givins ....... 
John Dut 
William Haynes, 
Lewis Sims ......... 

Thomas B. Walthall. . 
Jean B. Valle, jr........ 


occ Oecee 


occedOoeee ST cccee 
occcdOeece 
cccedOceee 
wae eOseian 
ewe lOnces 
veeelOeees 
wesc 
s00cKOsees 
. do.... 
OR 
3 EF... 


John Jamison.......+. 








Fergus Sloan .... 


Stephen Gorro ..,...+06 
Thomas Garvin.. 


eeeceee 








William Gillespy.........+. 


Job Westover and Jno. Jamison..... 
James Jamison ....ececceesceecees 
Robert Hughes........++ 
Jason: PriZZle....0 ccccccevsses 
Zachariah Hughes......cce.ceeeseseeee 
Robert Hughes.......... . 
Luke Davis.........eescceee 








....do....| Andrew Peery and J. Eversoll .......... 
DS Ricccccs| GORM SAUNSOW ss cs ccccsnccses cece 
...do....| James Jamison ........+. apace melee wee 
4E......| Zachariah Hughes........ ecccccccces 
er Stephen Gorro....... esse oeeccccocee 
$e:0cO'ercore| SOMM OUIMMGIOONN sc vies ccidcacicibiecwccicees 
2E......{ Archibald Robinson..............++ se 
do....| William Bryan........ PESTON 
«+. dO.. Wm. M. and John Perry.......... wine 
...do William Hughes ........... Srtiianeen 
....do....| Abijah W. Hudspeth....... eee ee | 
nc erdews Thomas R. SRE 
TS Bivscecc Andrew HEN... .ccceccccccccccccccces 
o00ed0....| Robert Hughes ..... cece secccccccccccces 
do. Joseph McCormick......ccseeeecedeees 
accclOsccs| AMOS IORI: oven vendiccsecvcicccvocecs 
o+e-d0....| John Hughes .....e000. Seles Rb kseeceeews 
..do.. William Henderson .......20+eeeee Mere 
do. Willner WOliiiccicsidcctccsccsseces 


ereeesece 


Coe weseeesecees 


eeeeesese 


eee ecesoese « 


eee reese eseeeees 





| Oct. 20,1824 


ie 


silissacs Ueaneas 


eksccccocacs 


Aug. 7,1821 
May 25,1821 
Mar. 8, 1823 
coceeedOcecese 
April 19, 1823 
May 28, 1823 


Jan. 15,1824 
00+dO.e. 
Feb. 5, 1821 
7, 1822 
Jan. 24, 1822 
Mar. 16, 1822 





Feb. 27, 1821 
Jan. 18,1822 
Sept.20, 1822 
Mar. 2, 1821 
Feb. 26,1821 
Mar. 6,1821 
Aug. 10, 1821 
Feb. 26, 1821 


April 6, 1821 
Mar. 27,1821 
Jan. 15,1822 
April 6, 1822 
Mar. 4,1823 
Mar. 8,1823 
veces dO cevees 


April 4, 1823 
coccesdOccece 
vecceedOsccees 
April 19, 1823 


April 23, 1823 
May 28, 1823 


weseui@uccuas tose 


May 10, 1824, 
May 1,1824, 
May 20, 1824, 
ceceesdO.cccee 
coece-GQeccese 
cooee dO. cccee 
July 15,1825. 
May 31,1824, 


iclenteteOWeances 


May 1,1824, 
May 10,1824, 
eoecesdOsecece 
coseweOedccee 
veeseeEOcevcce 


May 1,1824. 


May 10,1824, 
coccecEO ccccce 
May 1,1824. 
weeecsadwasda 


0 © eeAOvccees 
May 10,1824. 
May 1,1824, 


vescecO@ekeune 
inpece@Menasee 
May 10,1824, 
ccecesdQccccee 
May 20,1824, 
ccccceDOcccce. 
Rede e enue nse 
ccccechOcecces 
satacdtOauuaaa 
ccccesBOecceee 
sence Gtenucae 
coccccOsccece 
ccccesAOccccce 
senec@ccuees 
seeed OGeeases 


ics OD cxcees 
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Genera Lanp Orrice, December 4, 1826. 


Sim: By the tenth section of the act passed February 15, 1811, (Laws of the United States, volume 4, 
page 326,) authorizing the sale of the public lands in the then Territory of Louisiana, now State of 
Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, “lead mines” are reserved from sale. 

It does not appear from the records of this office that any special instructions were given to the 
registers and receivers when the land offices were first established in Missouri in relation to the reserva- 
tion of lead mines. 

The second section of the act passed May 18, 1796, made it the duty of the surveyors to note the 
situation of all mines, and from this source the land officers.have principally derived the information on 
which they have reserved from sale lands as “lead mines.” This source of information, however, bein 
necessarily defective, much land has been sold which contains lead mineral without the knowledge of the 
fact on the part of the land officers. 

From the reports made to this office by Lieutenant Thomas, the agent appointed by the President 
under the provisions of the act of March 8, 1807, (Laws of the United States, volume 4, page 118,) to 
lease mineral lands, it appears that the several tracts of land enumerated in the enclosed list contain lead 
mineral, all of which have been sold, and a large portion of which has been patented as designated in said 
list; and it is possible that much other land, not yet explored by Lieutenant Thomas, may be similarly 
situated, As for all those tracts for which patents had not issued previous to the receipt of the reports of 
the agent, the patents were withheld, and instructions given to the receivers to notify the purchasers 
thereof, and to return the purchase money. But, as the purchase money has been returned in very few 
sases, and as the purchasers persevere in claiming patents, and as there is reason to believe that they pur- 
chased, in many instances, as well in relation to those tracts which have been patented as those in which 
patents are withheld, with a knowledge that the lands contained lead, and for the purpose of working them 
as lead mines, it may be deemed proper and expedient to submit the subject to Congress that measures 
may be taken by them either to confirm or annul the sales of mineral lands made by the land officers 
without a knowledge that they contained lead in those cases where patents have not been issued, and to 
make such provision for those cases in which patents have been issued as by them may be deemed 
expedient. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
GEORGE GRAIAM. 


The Secretary of the Treasury. 





- A. 
List of private claims, the patents for which are suspended in consequence of its being supposed that the land 
contains lead mineral. 


Certificate 1006, for D. Shaw, situated in township 37 north, ranges 2 and 3 east; certificate 1000, for 
J. Strickland, situated in township 38 north, range 2 east; certificate 26, for Joseph Blote, situated in 
township 37 north, ranges 2 and 3 east; certificate 1034, for John Cooper, situated in township 36 north, 
range 3 east; certificate 1036, for J. McLaughlin, situated in township 35 north, range 2 east; certificate 
1032, for William Moss, situated in township 41 north, range 5 east; certificate 1021, for Bernard Rogan, 
situated in township 35 north, ranges 2 and 3 east; certificate 29, for William Ashbrook, situated in town- 
ship 36 north, range 2 east; certificate 1020, for Benj. Crow, situated in township 35 north, range 2 east; 
certificate 1037, for E. Baker’s representatives, situated in township 36 north, range 2 east. 





B. 


Unirep States Leap Mive Orrics, St. Louis, Mo., August 14, 1826. 


Sir: Your favor of the 16th of June, together with a copy of the correspondence with the register 
of the land office at St. Louis, was duly received. My engagements have been such as to prevent an 
earlier attention to this matter. 

The register has thought proper to bring my name into question when rebutting charges which appear 
to have had no existence except in his imagination, for I perceive you disclaim any intention of charging 
him with “illegal and improper conduct,” and, to the best of my recollection, I have never done him the 
honor to mention him to you, either verbally or in writing, for, in truth, sir, I consider him of far less 
importance than he appears to consider himself. 

He states that he has never sold mineral land knowing it to be such, and I believe him, for, in my 
opinion, he values his office and its emoluments too highly to jeopardize them by an act which would 
doubtless cause his dismissal. But, sir, there is such a thing as keeping just within the provisions of a 
law and yet being hostile to the spirit of it. As before stated, I do not know that the register sold mineral 
land knowing it to be such, but I have been credibly informed that the register’s son, in conjunction with 
others, purchased mineral land knowing it to be such. I know that the register permitted my letters 
(franked in my official capacity) to remain untouched in the post office because the postage was not paid, 
without informing me that such was his rule of office. I further know that somebody regularly gave 
information of my returns of mineral lands to the office at St. Louis to a vile newspaper printed there, 
and that such information was the text for long scurrilous articles published against the government and 
myself. I also know that upon receipt of your letter of 28th April last an appeal to the public was 
made in this vulgar newspaper, in which the immaculate register was be-praised and the government and 
superintendent of mines villified and shamefully abused. All this J do know, and can substantiate, if 
requested. 

I must apologize for thus trespassing upon your time, but, sir, it is proper that you should know these 
details, and that, from the first hour that I commenced checking the abuses in the mine district, there has 
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been a steady uninterrupted stream of abuse and villification poured forth upon me, both verbally and in 
rint. When it is known how much illegal gain I have prevented, the cause will doubtless be obvious 
and duly appreciated. 

As respects my returns of mineral lands, they are made with due caution. When it shall be made 
to appear that the lands reported as such are not mineral lands I shall acknowledge my error; but they 
are known to be such, are purchased as such, and, for mining purposes, the preservation of which consti- 
tutes the eroundwork of the hue and cry against ‘the measures of the government. 

When examining the mine district I did not stop to inquire which part was sold or unsold French or 

Spanish claims. It was sufficient for my purposes to know that it was mineral land. If it so happened 
that whilst the reports were in transitu between my office and that of the register a part of the land was 
sold, that is a matter in which I have no control. Whether the holding of a ‘document from the register 
and receiver showing that a sum of money has been paid for a portion of the public land constitutes an 
incipient or complete title is a question for others and not for me to decide. I would only observe that 
it is best that such decision should take place, as it is here contended that a patent must issue, and the 
custom is to go into possession upon paying money for land. 

I an, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. THOMAS, 
Lieutenant United States Army and Superintendent of Lead Mines. 

Grorce Granam, Esq., 

Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





C. 


A statement exhibiting the number of certificates issued by the recorder of land titles at St. Louis under the act 
of February 17, 1815, entitled “An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, 
wn Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes,” the number of certificates suspended, the number 
patented, and the number not yet patented on which patents may be issued. 


The opinion of the Attorney General will prevent patents from being issued on eighty-five cases.— 
(See paper marked D)...............0005- VE ee LEe SOREN TEAL AKO GLO REDAS 89 
In eighty-eight cases the evidence furnished to this office that the persons executing the relinquish- 
ment to the United’ States of the tracts originally confirmed had full authority to do so is 
defective. Of this number, however, twenty-one cases are included in the preceding item.... 67 
In ten cases the original confirmations state the tracts to be situated in either the county of Cape 
Girardeau or in Arkansas, and the Jaw grants relief in those cases only in which the tract 
injured was situated in the county of New Madrid. Evidence, however, may be produced that 
the land injured was included within the limits of New Madrid county, as they existed Novem- 
ber 10, 1812. In six of these cases the evidence of right to aan being defective, they 
are included in the foregoing PE TOC Ee er eT Pree eee ere ere rer 4 
There are three cases suspended i in consequence of the location cer tificates having been issued for 
more land than was confirmed to the claimants, respectively, other than those issued for town 


A TE eC a nk kwh ksi eN esas dd deeeesdcrsesccesdsarewenacns 3 
One case is suspended in consequence of the location having been made on lands relinquished to 
the United States under the acts for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands ......... 1 


There are four cases suspended in consequence of the locations having been made on unconfirmed 
private claims. One of these is included in the number suspended in consequence of the opinion 
of the Attorney General, and one is included in the preceding item of cases suspended in conse- 
quence of defect in the title of the persons executing the relinquishments. Patents are also 
suspended in six or eight cases of purchased lands, in consequence of their interfering with 
unconfirmed private claims ..... ME eT eT ee TT ee eee TTT TEC TET TEEPE eC Tee 2 
There are two cases included in the first item in which the certificates have been erroneously issued 
in lieu of lots that have not been confirmed to the claimant. 


’ Patents have been issued on..............6--- eee Pa ee CELE eT ee Tee eT eT ee era 
Patents will be issued, unless the locations have been made upon unconfirmed private claims or lands. 
relinquished to the United States, whenever the certificates are presented, on ............... 116 


Total mamber of certificates issued by the recorder .........0...ccccescsccsscscccesce SND 


It may be proper to state that patents were issued on some certificates covering relinquished lands, 
and upon others in which the title to relinquish the confirmed claims is defective, before this office was 
apprised of those facts. 





D—No. 1. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, January 17, 1822. 


Sir: The act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of the sufferers by earthquakes in the county of New 
Madrid, authorizes them to locate the like quantity of land on any of the public lands in the (then) Terri- 
tory of Missouri the sale of which is authorized by law: “Provided, That no person shall be permitted to 
locate a greater quantity of land under this act than the quantity confirmed to him, except the owners 
of lots of ground, or tracts of land of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres, who are hereby 
authorized to locate and obtain any quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, nor shall 
any person be entitled to locate more than six hundred and forty acres.” 
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The point to which I beg leave to call your attention is this: on the list of certificates of the right of 
new location under that act I find that the same individual has been permitted, in numerous instances, to 
locate the amount of one hundred and sixty acres for each lot of one arpent, and certificates of location in 
such cases have been granted by the recorder of land titles. To exemplify my meaning, I would merely 
mention two instances: Francis Lesieur has received four certificates of one hundred and sixty acres 
each, for four lots of one arpent each; Joseph Genereux has received four certificates of the same kind, 
and for the same number of lots of one arpent. 

Conceiving that the law never intended to grant to any one owner of town lots the privilege of loca- 
ting more than one hundred and sixty acres, except, indeed, in cases where the quantity of the lots owned 
by them, exceeding the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, would thereby entitle them to the privi- 
lege of locating a like greater quantity, whatever such might be, I beg leave to ask advice whether patents 
can legally be demanded. 

And am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JOSIAH MEIGS. 


Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 





D—No. 2. 


Orrice or THE AtrorNEY GENERAL OF THE Unirep States, January 22, 1822. 


Sim: I entirely concur in the opinion expressed by the Commissioner of the Land Office, that it is not 
the intention of the act of Congress of February 17, 1815, to permit the owners of town lots in the county 
of New Madrid to locate a tract of one hundred and sixty acres for each town lot they may own, but one 
tract for the whole of their town lots, however many, unless the aggregate shall exceed the quantity of one 
hundred and sixty acres, when they will fall within the general enactment of being authorized to locate 
the quantity they have lost. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WIRT. 

Hon. Wu. H. Crawrorp, Treasury Department. 





D—No. 3. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 26, 1826. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, I furnish you with the enclosed statement, showing 
the cases in which, under the act of February 17, 1815, the recorder has issued more than one certificate 
of location to persons holding town lots or other tracts containing less than one hundred and sixty acres. 

It may be proper to state that, in issuing certificates under the provisions of the act of February 17, 
1815, the recorder issued them in the name of the original confirmee or his legal representatives. When 
the original claim, therefore, was for more than six hundred and forty acres, only one certificate issued. 
When the original claim was for more than one hundred and sixty acres, and less than six hundred and 
forty acres, a certificate issued for the quantity contained in the tract; and if one confirmee had more 
than one tract of this description, he received more than one certificate, provided the whole quantity did 
not exceed six hundred and forty acres. When the original confirmation was for town lots or tracts less 
than one hundred and sixty acres, the recorder issued as many certificates for one hundred and sixty acres 
each, in the name of the confirmee, as he had town lots or tracts not exceeding four certificates. 

The statement enclosed embraces these last cases, and it is to them only that the opinion of the 
Attorney General refers. 

Although the recorder issued the certificates in the name of the original confirmee or his legal rep- 
resentatives, he received the relinquishment of the land injured from the persons claiming the same. Many 
of these relinquishments were made by the same person, or the legal representatives of the confirmee. 


I am, very respectfully, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hon. Joun Scorr, Committee on Public Lands, H. R. 


Statement of the cases in which, under the act of February 17, 1815, the recorder has issued more than one 
certificate of location to persons holding town lots, or other tracts containing less than one hundred and 
sixty acres, Viz: 


a Re NR, 2 GUE OIOD CRs oo disc dceicceseessscecreistoescaccvvsassenesscae SQ CORenabes, 
ae a OE, So CRUUOINON GING E. o o5.5 sci s scot saeeessssrsisscecsserecersoasesvs SD OOPERGRIES, 
To 18 persons, 2 certificates each............. phan ax - Sssesdbeseecnckoss scone Sw OOPMNCNEES, 


—_——_ 


125 certificates. 


The opinion of the Attorney General will prevent the patents being issued on eighty-five of the above 
cases, 





E—No. 1. 


Sr. Louis, August 23, 1824. 


Sir: On the 22d of November last I took the liberty of troubling you with a private letter, enclosing 
the survey and patent certificate of a New Madrid location for six hundred and forty acres of land, in the 
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name of Peter Noblesse, under Paul Washburn. You were kind enough to say in your answer that, if 
jt should appear from the certificate of General Clark, or from a plat of the township, that the location did 
not conflict with the claims of other persons, the patent would be forwarded. 

I applied to General Clark immediately, who informed me that he would forward. the plat with his 
first convenience. However, within a few days past I have ascertained that the plat has not been sent, 
but will probably go by the next mail. I have not had an opportunity of inspecting the plat, and am told 
that our claim conflicts with the claims of August Chouteau and the heirs of James Mackay, the former 
of which is, I am told, upon the plat, and must have been placed there by Mr, Chouteau long since the 
location of the land under the New Madrid certificate. 

Mr. Chouteau’s claim is now pending (on a petition for confirmation) before the district court; it is, 
therefore, of the utmost consequence to the heirs of Mr. Coulter (whose rights are jeopardized by that 

roceeding) to have their title perfected as soon as possible, if they have a legal right to demand it. 
That they have appears to me evident. That you may not suppose this opinion the mere result of an 
interested bias in the cause, I beg leave to trouble you with a very brief statement of the main reasons 
which conduct me to this conclusion. 

Ist. Mr. Chouteau’s claim has been exhibited to and rejected by the board of commissioners, (having 
been initiated in violation of the regulations of the intendant, Morales, the grantee having already as much 
as the law allowed him to hold.) 

2d. Mr. Chouteau’s survey, if it appear upon the plat in the surveyovr’s office at all, is not there officially. 
Jt must have been placed there by Mr. C.’s agency, in order to reserve it from public sale by the 
register and receiver, since the location under the New Madrid certificate. 

3d. At the time of the location there was no evidence of the locality of Mr. Chouteau’s claim in the 
surveyor’s office at St. Louis. That office was the depository of all the surveys of the country, and, of 
course, the only proper judge (in the first instance) if an interference would be created by the new loca- 
tion. By receiving the entry and giving a certified copy of the survey he has decided that there was no 
interference. 

4th. The act of Congress of 1815 (the New Madrid law) authorized the sufferers by earthquakes to 
locate on any lands in Missouri “the sale of which was authorized by law.” The sale of the land in ques- 
tion was then authorized by law, and continued so until after the location was made. In fact, had it not 
been located by Noblesse, it would have been sold at public auction by the register and receiver, but for 
the subsequent act of Mr. Chouteau, done by virtue of a subsequent law, after the rights of Noblesse had 
attached and were vested. 

5th. By the New Madrid law, the right of the sufferers by earthquakes became vested by the mere act 
of the party in making the location; and those rights, in the spirit and in the very terms of the law, are 
officially authenticated by the issuing of the patent certificate, on the production of which the law says 
the patent shall issue. 

6th. Every officer of the government is to be trusted in his own legal sphere of action, and, con- 
sequently, the government, in the protection of its own interests, has never by its laws, or the regulation 
of its offices, required further proof of the claimant’s right to his patent than the production of the patent 
certificate for which the law has provided. This proof we have produced; and believing the issuing of a 
patent to be a duty purely ministerial, we think we may now demand the patent as a common legal right. 

If the patent be now refused us, it is obviously not because we have not produced sufficient evidence 
of our right as against the government, but because a third person sets up a claim to the same land, and 
desires the government to withhold the evidence of our title until it can be ascertained whether he has any 
legal grounds to dispute it with us. 1 think it is too plain to admit of a doubt that the executive officers 
of the United States (supreme and subordinate) are not lawful and competent judges of the conflicting 
claims and interests of individuals; and hence it has often happened (as in the case of the town of 
Franklin, in this State) that the President has issued two or more patents for the same land, leaving the 
settlement of the disputed right to the constitutional tribunals—the ordinary courts of justice. There we 
should have a constitutional judge to expound the law, a jury to ascertain the facts, compulsory process 
for witnesses, and counsel to explain and enforce the cause. All these helps we are deprived of before 
the President or the general commissioner. Yet all these are guaranteed by the Constitution. Indeed, 
there is no trial depending before the President or the land department. We are not called upon and 
have no opportunity of appearing there to make good our claims. It is a mere suspension of what is our 
apparent right, on the suggestion of a doubt by a third person, which, whether true or false, and whatever 
may be its legal effect, is beyond the jurisdiction of any executive officer of the United States. 

The law has provided a means of repealing patents issued by fraud or by error, (a scire facias,) and 
has given that power to the courts, because it is a judicial act. But to give the President power to refuse 
the patent, when all the previous requirements of the law have been strictly fulfilled, would, in my judg- 

ment, be a great departure from the general principles of our institutions, and a plain infraction of the 
letter of the act under which we claim. 

If the highest officer can withhold the patent, (which is but the embodying of the evidence of a title 
pre-existent,) the law having made no distinction between him and his subordinate officers in that respect, 
I see no reason why they, the recorder and surveyor, in the exercise of a like discretion, may not refuse 
the documents which the act of Congress requires to emanate from their offices respectively, and thus take 
to themselves the power of deciding between man and man, which, I apprehend, the law never designed to 
intrust to them. 1am led to believe that Mr. Chouteau’s attorney has filed in the General Land Office a 
notice, in the nature of a caveat, against the issuing of this patent. I know that some of the States have 
authorized their land officers by law to suspend the issuing of patents under similar proceedings, but I 
am unaware of any law of the United States recognizing the use of caveats in any case, and I am at a loss 
to conceive how a man can, by his own act, in filing a notice in a public office, change or suspend the 
legal rights of individuals, or the powers and duties of public officers. 

By delivering to us our patents, which we deem an act of common justice, it is impossible that any 
wrong’ can be wrought to Mr. Chouteau. The courts will be open to him; and if his right be, in truth, 
better than ours, his remedy will be simple, short, and certain. As yet, however, it does not appear that 
he has any right, while, on our part, we produce the only proof that the law has ever required to entitle 
the claimant to a patent—I mean the patent certificate. 

On consideration of these suggestions, and others, which, for brevity’s sake, I omit, but which will 

‘doubtless present themselves to your mind, I feel persuaded you will no longer doubt the propriety of 
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issuing the patent, and, consequently, that you will do me the favor to cause it to be transmitted to me 


at your convenient leisure. 
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, sir, your cbedient servant, 
EDWARD BATES. 


Hon. Geo. Granam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





E—No. 2. 


OrrFice oF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE Unirep States, October 10, 1825. 


Sir: The case referred to me by your letter of the 4th instant from the General Land Office has had 
my earliest attention, and, after a careful examination of the acts of Congress on the subject, Iam of 
opinion that the practice of suspending patents, stated by the commissioner, is perfectly correct. In the 
particular case I can see no benefit which can arise by issuing the patent immediately, and no injury 
which can arise to the individual by withholding it, while the issuing it may eventually prove to be a 
needless expense and trouble, and may, moreover, create improper embarrassment to the petitioner before 
the district court. The claim on which Mr. Bates demands a patent is one of those which are known to 
our laws as New Madrid claims. By the act of February 17, 1815, “for the relief of the inhabitants of 
the county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes,” it is provided that 
those sufferers might locate an equal quantity of land with that which they had lost, “on any of the public 
lands of the said Territory (Missouri) the sale of which is authorized by law.” In order to ascertain what 
lands were then authorized by law, we must look to the act of March 3, 1811, “providing for the final 
adjustment of claims to land,” &c., the 10th section of which describes the lands which the President was 
authorized to sell, and by the proviso to which section it is expressly declared that, “till after the decision 
of Congress thereon, no tract of land shall be offered for sale the claim to which has been in due time, and 
according to law, presented to the recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana, and filed in his office, for 
the purpose of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for ascertaining the rights of persons claiming 
lands in the Territory of Louisiana.” It is scarcely necessary to remind you that this Territory is the same 
which, by act of Congress in the following year, (June 4, 1812,) took the name of Missouri. And again, 
by the 3d section of the act of February 17, 1818, entitled “An act making provision for the establishment 
of additional land offices in the Territory of Missouri,” it is declared that whenever a land office shall have 
been established in any of the districts aforesaid, the President of the United States shall be authorized 
to direct a sale of the public lands therein, with the same reservations and exceptions as were provided for the 
sale of public lands in the Territory of Louisiana by the 10th section of the act of March 3, 1811, which 
we have just examined. So that the reservation of lands to which claims had been filed, as set forth in 
the proviso of that section, became permanent, and, being excepted from the sale of public lands, did not 
fall within the description of those lands on which the New Madrid sufferers were authorized to make their 
locations. Among the documents handed to me on this subject is a letter from the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, Mr. Crawford, to the Commissioner of the Land Office, Mr. Meigs, bearing date June 10, 1818, 
in which I perceive that he takes the same view of this exception, and gives the necessary orders to 
exempt the lands so claimed from public sale. The decision of Congress, until which lands claimed as 
above were to be reserved from sale, and consequently from location by the New Madrid sufferers, was 
not finally taken until May 26, 1824, when, by the act of that date “enabling the claimants to lands within 
the limits of the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to institute proceedings to try the validity 
of their claims,” the claimants were authorized to file petitions in the district court of the United States 
for the State of Missouri, for the trial of their claims. And by this law it is expressly provided, on the 
one hand, that when any claim has been decided against the claimant, the land shall belong to the United 
States; and, on the other, that where the decision shall be in favor of the claimant, and the land shall have 
been previously sold to another person by the United States, the party interested may reimburse himself 
by a location elsewhere. 

Now, the claim which Mr. Bates represents is a New Madrid claim, which is stated to have been 
improvidently located upon some of this interdicted land, with regard to which the claimant has filed his 
petition before the district court, and the case is still sub judice. Mr. Bates demands the patent, because, 
however these facts may be, he hag produced the patent certificate, and the issuing of a patent is an act 
so purely ministerial that the officer is bound to issue it although he may see distinctly that it is about to 
issue for lands not at all subject to the claim: that is to say, the President of the United States, whose 
peculiar constitutional function it is to see that the laws are properly executed, is himself to become 
instrumental in a conscious breach of those laws by signing the patent, because an inferior officer has 
ignorantly or inadvertently taken a false step in giving what Mr. Bates calls a patent certificate. I am not 
of this opinion. On the contrary, I think it most proper that all executive action on the subject should 
cease until the judiciary shall have decided on the claims. The documents are returned. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WIRT. 

Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Treasury Department. 





E—No. 3. 


OrricE oF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE Unirep States, November 25, 1824. 


Sir: On the question “whether patents for lands can be withheld by the government where their 
confirmation has been obtained by fraud,” I entertain no doubt that they can and ought to be withheld; 
nor have I any doubt that, if patents had been actually issued under such circumstances, the ccurts of the 
country might and would cancel and avoid them. The documents are returned. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, WM. WIRT. 


Hon. Wituiam H. Crawrorp, Treasury Department. 
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F. 


Third class of cases in which patents have been suspended for claims supposed to have been confirmed under 
the act passed April 12, 1814. 


1. Case of William Nash, under Joseph Deputy. 

This is a case where the claimant resorted to the courts of Missouri to establish his claim, and, failing, 
required of this office a patent founded on a resurvey made under the authority of the United States. 
The evidence taken in the suit then pending in the case being of such a character as to induce great 
doubts whether the land claimed under the resurvey was that covered by an original survey actually made 
for that quantity under the authority of the Spanish government, and that the certificate was not, there- 
fore, issued agreeably to the true intent and meaning of the act of April 12, 1814, a patent was refused 
to be issued on the resurvey. It has been contended that the Executive was bound to issue a patent 
for all the surveys confirmed by the act of 1814, as a mere ministerial act; if so, they can be bound only 
to issue such patents as call for and recognize the old survey. There would be no objection to issuing 
a patent of this description in this particular case, but to issue patents in disputed cases on a resurvey 
made under the authority of the United States would be, in fact and in effect, a judicial, and not a mere 
ministerial act. 

All the papers in this case, numbered 1 to 22, are submitted, that Congress may be the better enabled 
to judge how far an explanatory act for the further and better execution of that of April 12, 1814, may be 
necessary. 

2. Gregoire Sarpy, for 7,056 arpents. 

In this case Gregoire Sarpy obtained a concession for 6,000 arpents from the Spanish government, on 
which a survey was made under the authority of that government for 4,002 arpents, 8 miles from St. 
Louis; and another survey, containing 1,400 arpents, was made under the same authority, about 20 miles 
from St. Louis. Sarpy entered his claim for 6,000 arpents, and filed the two surveys with the commis- 
sioners, who rejected the claim. These surveys, however, were confirmed by the act of 1814, and reported 
by the recorder as confirmed. The resurvey on which the patent is claimed is for 1,056 arpents; it 
includes one of the original surveys, which appears to have been accurately made, and contains within 
the courses and distances the quantity called for, 4,002 arpents. The patent on the resurvey is with- 
held, because it varies from the original survey, and includes a large quantity of land confessedly not 
included in either of the original surveys, and therefore not confirmed to the claimant. The papers* in 
this case, and a letter from Colonel McKee, are submitted, that Congress may take such measures as to 
them may seem expedient and proper. 

3. Louis Labaume, for 9,752.38 acres. 

In this case Louis Labaume claimed 8,000 arpents before the board of commissioners, who rejected 
the claim; and it is not included in the subsequent reports of the recorder of land titles. A patent 
certificate, issued by the recorder of land titles under the act of 1814, has been presented for a patent, 
accompanied by a survey for 9,752.38 acres, which has been refused, on the grounds that the claim has not 
been confirmed, and that the recorder had no authority to act upon claims exceeding a league square. 

4. Bernard Pratte, under John B. Pujol. 

In this case the recorder of land titles has issued a patent certificate in favor of Bernard Pratte, under 
John B. Pujol, for 204.2 acres, under the act of March 8, 1807, but the reports in the General Land Office 
do not exhibit such a confirmation. 

5. Heirs of William Hays, under P. Miller. 

In this case the recorder of land titles issued a patent certificate under the act of April 12, 1814, in 
favor of the heirs of William Hays, under Philip Miller, for 600 arpents, but there is no such confirmation 
exhibited on the books of the General Land Office, or on those of the recorder of land tities. 

6. Beneto Vasquez. 

Vasquez entered this claim before the commissioners in virtue of settlement, and it was rejected by 
them. It is not included in any of the reports of the recorder confirmed by the 2d section of the act of 
April 29, 1816. <A certificate, issued by the recorder of land titles under the act of 1814, has been pre- 
sented for a patent, which is refused, as the claim is not embraced in any of the recorder’s reports. 

7. David Kincaid. 

In this case Kincaid claimed before the board of commissioners a settlement right, which was rejected 
by them; and his claim is not embraced in any of the subsequent reports of the recorder of land titles, 
who has, however, issued a certificate for a patent, which is refused, as the claim is not considered as 
having been confirmed. 

These two last cases seem to have been cases of omission, as they ought to have been reported by 
the recorder, and were entitled to confirmation. It is therefore respectfully submitted how far it may be 

expedient to pass an act of Congress confirming these claims. 





No. 1. 


Franky, Mo., July 12, 1822. 

Sm: Permit me to call your attention for a few moments to a piece of business which concerns not 
only my own interest, but that of several other individuals who are placed in a similar situation. Your 
attention to it, besides the advantage it will confer on us, will tend to avoid some confusion in the affairs 
of the land office department. Myself, William Taylor, and James Barnes, settled in township 48 north, 
range 16 west, on sections 5 and 6, in time to acquire the right of pre-emption according to the act of 
Congress for that purpose. Sometime after our settlement a claim was set up of 800 arpents by several 
persons, claiming under and by virtue of a concession said to be made by the authority of the Spanish 
government to Joseph Deputy, which includes our respective settlements. I have every reason to believe 


* The papers here referred to are not on file. 
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ihe claim to be fraudulent, or, at least, that its original place of location is different from the one where 
they now attempt to establish it. The Spanish claimants commenced suit against myself and the other 
individuals above named about five years ago. They have sedulously avoided a trial by having the cause 
often continued on the slightest ground. It, however, has come to trial twice, and at each trial the 
were non-suited, which is their present situation, the trial having taken place at our last term of the Cal- 
laway circuit court. My request is, therefore, that you will grant instructions to the register and receiver 
at this place to issue to me and the other individuals concerned our certificates of pre-emption, our right 
to them having been regularly proved and returned by the register and receiver to your department; and 
if any further assurance of our being entitled is requisite, the register and receiver here are prepared 
and willing to give it, they being perfectly satisfied as to the justice of our claim and the impropriety of 
longer withholding the acknowledgment of it. If, however, this is not done, I must protest against a 
patent’s being issued to the opposite party, and am satisfied that they will never recommence suit unless 
they succeed in obtaining one by imposing on the government. This would place us in a very disagree- 
able situation, as they would then meet with no difficulty in maintaining an action of ejectment, and our 
remedy afterwards would be tedious and expensive before we could receive possession. 

With the hope that you will give your attention to the above, I remain, sir, your very obedient 


servant, 
SHADRACH BARNES. 
Josian Metres, Esq. 





No. 2. 


GenerRAL Lanp Orrice, September 12, 1822. 
Sm: Your letter of the 12th of July last to Josiah Meigs, esq., late commissioner, has been received. 
It is with pain that I have to inform you that Mr. Meigs departed this life on the 4th instant, and, until a 
successor shall enter upon the duties of the office, the instructions necessary in your case cannot be given. 
Meantime, I would suggest that you transmit such evidence in relation to the fraudulency or illegality in 
the location of the claim of Joseph Deputy as may be in your possession, together with the opinion of the 
register and receiver. 
I am, . 
JNO. M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 
Snaprach Barnes, Esq., Franklin, Mo. 





No. 3. 


To the honorable the Commissioner of the General Land Office at the City of Washington : 

The petition of Shadrach Barnes, James Barnes, and William Taylor, of Howard county, Missouri, 
represents: That, by the enclosed certificate of the register and receiver of the land office at this place, 
and the enclosed testimony, it appears that your petitioners have claims, as pre-emptioners, to tracts of 
land in said district, and have been in possession of the said land for the period of about twelve years; 
that their cultivation and inhabitation were satisfactorily established before the officers, who have here- 
tofore declined granting your petitioners title papers thereto, solely on the ground of an alleged claim of 
one Joseph Deputy interfering with, not entirely covering, the whole of their lands thus claimed by your 
petitioners; that the right of your petitioners is clear, unless barred by the better claim of the said Joseph 
Deputy; that the claimants of said claim of Joseph Deputy have urged and pressed their pretensions for 
the purpose of obtaining a patent from your office, but none have issued; that said claimants have 
endeavored by law to recover possession of the lands, but have also failed in those endeavors; and that 
the expenses and delays attendant thereon to your petitioners, and the want of adue grant and title to 
them, in order fully and legally to establish the justness of their own claim, and the fraudulent pretensions 
of that of their adversaries, have been to them a source of great vexation and regret, and is calculated to 
enhance the expenses upon them toa great amount; that, by the enclosed depositions, it must appear 
that the claim of the said Joseph Deputy is fraudulent; that the land should be considered as vacant, and 
subject to grant to your petitioners for the following reasons: Ist. That the claim of said Joseph Deputy 
was never specially located nor surveyed prior to March 10, 1804, as required by act of Congress of April, 
1814. 2d. That no survey was made or recorded in the land office prior or subsequent to the change of 
government over the Territory wherein they lie. 3d. That the survey, as pretended to have been made, 
was made in the name of the grantee, William Nash, from Joseph Deputy, and purports to have been 
made prior to March 10, 1804, for the said William Nash, whereas, in fact, William Nash purchased and 
received his title to the land subsequent to the said date, viz., in August or September, 1804. 4th. That 
it is a fact that the said claim of Joseph Deputy was adjudged fraudulently by the board of commissioners 
appointed to adjust the land claims in said Territory, and therefore is void by the said act of April, 1814. 
5th. That the said claim is not one of those legally certified by any board of commissioners or recorder of 
land titles as entitled to confirmation, as required by the same act. 6th. That it is believed there are 
two grants of record in the recorder’s office transferred to William Nash; that, upon those two claims, 
three surveys of land have been reserved from sale, and the one interfering with your petitioners’ was the 
last survey made upon those grants, and the claimant only entitled to the two first made. 7th. That the 
land, if ever located, was done so by a claim of 400 arpents, but that now claimed amounted to 800 
arpents. Passing by many other suggestions and reasons why the said claim is fraudulent and void, and 
that the land was vacant and subject to settlement by your petitioners, and by which a patent title 
should be issued to them, they remonstrated to your department against the issuing of any grant to 
Joseph Deputy, whose claim is manifestly fraudulent, from the papers enclosed, and from others suggested 
in the foregoing reasons, which can be forthcoming to your office, and within your power to examine. 
They further represent and pray that the register and receiver of the Howard land office may be directed 
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to act finally on the case of your petitioners, and grant them such lands as their (without regarding any 
claim of Joseph Deputy) settlement rights entitle them to upon payment therefor; that such grant can 
impair no legal claim interfering with them, but, having enjoyed twelve years’ possession, the justice of 
the government will be manifested to them by such grant, and will place them in a situation to defend 
their possession; and so little doubt is entertained by them of their claim, that their payments will be 
completed at their own risk. This course will, it is hoped, be not deemed inequitable to them for the 
reasons assigned, and ever should be adopted towards them in the event of a patent issuing to their 
adversary, as they are aware that the decision of the illegality or legality of those interfering claims 
depend ultimately on the judicial department; but it is expected the same means of combating their 
adversaries before that tribunal will be afforded these petitiofiers as to their adversary, viz: the issuing of 
title papers to their lands. 

SHADRACH BARNES. 

JAMES BARNES. 

WILLIAM TAYLOR. 

Frankin, November 16, 1822. 


Territory oF Missouri, Northern Circuit, ss: 
The United States of America to any justice of the peace of the county of Howard, greeting : 

We, reposing special trust and confidence in your integrity and circumspection, do require and 
command you that you cause to come before you such person or persons as may be named or produced to 

ou by William V. Rector and others, and them examine upon their corporal oaths, to be by you adminis- 

tered on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, touching their knowledge of anything that may relate to 
a certain suit now pending in our superior court of our Territory of Missouri for the northern circuit, 
between the said William V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes and others, defendants, 
on the part of the said plaintiffs; and having reduced the said depositions so by you taken as aforesaid 
into writing, you send the same, with this dedimus closed under your seal, to our said superior court with 
all convenient speed. 

Witness the honorable John B. C. Lucas, esquire, presiding judge of our said court. at St. Louis, this 
thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of our inde- 


pendence the forty-second. 
[u. s.] J. V. GARNIER, Clerk 8S. C. N. C. 


In THE Suprerrtor Covrt, N. C. 8. 
William V. Rector and others vs. Shadrach Barnes and others. In vacation, May 13, 1818. 


On motion of Colonel Benton, for the plaintiffs, it is ruled that a dedimus issue to any justice of the 


peace of the county of Howard, to take the depositions of witnesses for said plaintiffs. 
A copy: J. V. GARNIER, Clerk. 


To Messrs. Shadrach Barnes, Amos Barnes, John Welch, James Welch, William Taylor, and William Ridgway, 
the above-named defendants : 


Sirs: Take notice that, by virtue of a dedimus issued pursuant to the above rule, we shall, by 
ourselves or agent, attend at the house of John W. Michle, in the Rocher Percé bottom, in the county of 
Howard, in Missouri Territory, on the thirty-first day of this present month, between the hours of seven of 
the clock in the forenoon, and six of the clock in the afternoon of that day, then and there to take the 
depositions of witnesses to be read on the trial of the above cause on the part of the plaintiffs, when and 
where you may attend if you think proper. March 22, 1819. 

WILLIAM V. RECTOR, 


: JAMES H. BENSON, 
JOHN W. SCUDDER, 
JOSEPH WIGGINS, 
By GEORGE TOMPKINS, their Attorney. 


On my oath I do say that I gave a copy of the within notice and rule to Shadrach Barnes, Amos 
Barnes, John Welch, William Taylor, and William Ridgway, on the twenty-third day of March, in the 
year eighteen hundred and nineteen, and read the same to each of them. 


BRADFORD LAWLESS, Deputy Sheriff. 


Territory oF Missourt, County of Howard: 

Before me, a justice of the peace in said county, personally appeared Bradford Lawless, who makes 
oath that the above affidavit is true, and that he, as therein stated, served the within notice on the persons 
therein named in manner stated in said affidavit. 


Given under my hand and seal this 30th day of March, 1819. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, J.P. [1 s.] 


Deposition of witnesses produced, sworn, and examined on the thirty-first day of March, in the year 
of our Lord eighteen hundred and nineteen, between the hours of seven of the clock in the forenoon and 
six of the clock in the afternoon of that day, at the house of John Michle, in the Rocher Percé bottom, in 
the county of Howard, in Missouri Territory, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace within 
and for the county of Howard aforesaid, by virtue of a dedimus for the examination of witnesses in a 
certain cause now depending in the superior court in the northern circuit of said court for the Territory 
of Missouri, between William V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes and others, defendants, 
on the part of the plaintiffs, directed to any justice of the peace within and for the county of Howard 
aforesaid. 


. Ira P. Nash, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined on the part of the plaintiffs, deposeth 
and saith that he commenced making a survey a few rods above the slough which discharges its waters 
into the Missouri river; that said slough is about one-quarter of a mile above the town of Franklin, in 
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Howard county; and that said beginning of said survey was very near the Missouri river, and opposite 
the island in the Missouri river above Franklin. 
By the plaintiffs: 

Question. For whom did you make this survey? 

Answer. I made that survey for no person, but to be covered by a claim for myself, or by a claim 
owned by some other person who might wish to lay it there. 

Question. Whose claim was laid there ? 

Answer. A claim in possession of William Nash, which he had purchased. 

Question. Tell what you know of the claim—that is, from whom it was purchased and from whom it 
was derived ? ‘ 

Answer. It originated from Joseph Deputy or from Baptist Presee, but I do not certainly know from 
which of the two; but I think that William Nash purchased it from Antoine Dejarlay. 

Question. Did you ever show the beginning of that survey to any one since? _ If you did, tell to whom, 

Answer. I showed the place of beginning first to William Clark, James Whiteside, and William 
Nash; and, in the month of April, eighteen hundred and eleven, if I recollect right, I showed the place of 
beginning to Abraham Barnes, but the tree had then fallen into the river, as I supposed, on which the 
corner was made, it being then seven years after the making of the original survey. I think in May, 
some one or two years since, I showed the same place to Horatio Christman, at the time he was about to 
resurvey it by order of the surveyor general of Missouri Territory, as said Christman told me. 

Question. Do any persons live on the land included in that survey? If any do, tell who they are. 

Answer. It would be a very tough thing for me to tell that. The people in Franklin live on it, and 
William Taylor likewise. 

By the defendants: 

Question. Was the survey made previous to the first day of March, in the year eighteen hundred 
and four? 

Answer. I refer you to my certificate of survey to ascertain that. 

Question. Do you or do you not recollect the month in which the survey was made? 

This question was objected to by the plaintiffs and overruled. 

Question. Who were the chain-carriers and markers when the survey was made? 

Answer. The chaining and marking was done by myself. 

(Juestion. Were any persons in company at that time, and who were they? 

Answer. I was alone, and run only part of two squares of the survey and called for the balance; nor 
did I communicate the thing to my company, Stephen Hancock and Stephen Jackson. 

(Juestion. Did you show any marked tree to William Clark and James Whiteside, to whom you said 
you showed the place of beginning ? 

Answer. I did not call their attention, but made additional marks at the time tiey were in company 
with me; I believe they understood that to be the place of beginning. 

Question. Was the original markéd tree then standing ? 

Answer. It was. 

(Juestion. What kind of compass had you? 

Answer. It was a compass having a perfect circle, and degrees marked on the edge; also a needle, 
being on a pivot, so well balanced that neither end depressed, and, when perfectly horizontal, one end 
pointed north and the other south, as I supposed; it also had uprights at each extreme end that projected 
from the circle, through which there were certain crevices or slits through which I could see and take an 
object. 

Question. Was it a pocket compass with wooden sights or not? 

Answer. I do not know whether it was a pocket compass or not; if it was a pocket compass, it was 
larger than I would wish to carry in my pocket. It had wooden sights. 

Question. What kind of chain did you use when you made that survey ? 

Answer. It was a two-pole chain, agreeably to French or Spanish measure, and made of genuine 
Louisiana hemp. 

Question. Was it the same with which you made the survey in company with Stephen Jackson and 
Stephen Hancock ? 

Answer. I carried but one chain with me. 

Question. Did you mark more than one corner when you made the survey ? 

Answer. Only one, and that was the bourne miellien, or what I suppose would now be called the 
midddle station on the line. 

Question by the plaintifs. When you made the survey above spoken of, were you a surveyor appointed 
under law for such purposes ? 

Answer. I was appointed by the surveyor general, Antoine Soulard, who has sanctioned all my returns 
as his deputy. 

(Juestion by the defendants. At the time that survey was made did Stephen Jackson and Stephen 
Hancock act as your chain-carriers in making other surveys? 

Answer. Yes. 


I. P. NASH. 
Territory oF Missourt, County of Howard, to wit: 

The aforegoing deposition of Ira P. Nash was taken, reduced to writing, sworn and subscribed by 
the said deponent before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace in said county, at the house of John 
M. Michle, in the Rocher Percé bottom, in the said county and Territory, on this thirty-first day of March, 
in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and nineteen, between the hours of seven o’clock in the forenoon 
and six of the clock in the afternoon of said day, and are herewith enclosed, and sent to the clerk of the 
superior court for the northern circuit, agreeably to the direction of the dedimus issued for the taking of 


said depositions. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, J. P. 


Territory oF Missouri, Howard County, to wit: 
_ Be it known that on the eighteenth day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, at the office of David Todd, attorney at law, in the town of Franklin, between the hours of ten 
+] . = . . . ° . P ~ 
vo’clock in the forenoon and six o’clock in the afternoon, personally appeared before me, Augustus Storrs, 
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a justice of the peace in said county and Territory, the following witnesses, and their depositions were 
then and there taken as foiloweth, before me, agreeably to a dedimus potestatem hereto annexed; and also 
a notice annexed to be read as evidence in favor of Shadrach Barnes, Amos Barnes, William Taylor, and 
William Ridgway, in a suit of ejectment pending and undetermined in the superior court for the northern 
circuit, held at St. Louis, in said Territory, wherein William V. Rector and others are plaintiffs, and the 
said parties first above-named and John Welch and James Welch are defendants. 

William Clark, being produced, sworn, and examined on the part of the defendants, deposeth and 
saith that on the twenty-second day of July, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and four, this 
deponent set out from Richard Chetwood’s, about four miles below the mouth of the Missouri river, in 
company with Ira Nash, William Nash, James Whiteside, and Daniel Hubbard, for the purpose of 
ascending the Missouri and seeing the country. On the way said Daniel Hubbard obtained a canoe and 
returned back. This deponent landed a little above the mouth of Lamine creek, and went with said 
Ira Nash, William Nash, and James H. Whiteside to Barclay’s lick, and from thence to Boon’s lick, in 
company with said two Nashes, and then returned again to Barclay’s lick; from thence the party again, 
being joined by said Whiteside, returned to a place called Prewitt’s trading-house, a small distance above 
where the town of Franklin is now situated. Ira Nash then said that, being up here sometime before, in 
February, he had left a compass in a hollow tree, and, with the others, went to hunt it, while this deponent 
went to a place called Sulphur lick to kill deer, agreeing to meet said party the next day at Barclay’s 
lick, where we met accordingly, said party bringing said compass. Said Ira Nash, together with this 
deponent, and William Nash, then met to run a line from one survey at the bluff to another on the river, 
for the purpose, as Ira Nash said, of enabling him to make a correct plot of the same, or of what he had once 
done before. We run the said line about five outs, and coming to a wet—a grassy place, we were obliged 
to relinquish our design. We then again parted—this witness by land, to hunt, and the others by water— 
to meet again the next day at Prewitt’s trading-house, which we then did. Something less than a mile 
below said trading-house said Ira Nash marked a corner on three percon trees; from which corner we 
commenced running a line down the river Missouri, and ran not exceeding five outs, when said Ira Nash 
mentioned to the company that he was not getting the land which he wanted, and stopped running. Said 
Ira Nash then went back, as he said, to make a new corner, while all the rest of the company came down 
the river to the mouth of a slough, a little above Franklin. William Nash then told this deponent that he 
had an eight hundred arpent claim, and would locate it below the mouth of this discharge or slough above 
mentioned. Ira Nash then went from the company, but he set his compass, or ran a line with it, this 
deponent does not recollect; but sometime afterwards he returned, and mentioned that he, William, had 
got the plum orchard, making the observation to his brother William. All the company then went down 
the river to a large spring between the Rocher Percé and the Grand Moniton, and William Nash observed 
that he had an eight hundred arpent claim that he would lay there; but this deponent does not know 
whether any corner was made, but knows that no lines were run. The company then went on down the 
river until they came in sight of the place where Cote Sans Dessein now is, and then landed. William 
Nash then said that he would lay one of his eight hundred arpent claims in that place. Ira Nash then 
set the compass, intending to locate it in an oblong form running up the river. The whole of the company 
then again descended the river, and reached the place from which they set off about the 17th of August, 
in the same year. 

By defendants: 

Question. What kind of compass and chain was used by Ira Nash at the times above mentioned ? 

Answer. It was a large pocket compass, set in a piece of wood, having wooden sights, and the chain 
was a rawhide tug, and perhaps a piece or some pieces of rope attached to it. 

Question. When the percon trees were marked as corners, and the line commenced running, who 
marked the line trees? 

Answer. I do not recollect. 

Question. Did you see the lines marked at all? 

Answer. I do not recollect that I saw them marked; and whether they were marked at all or not, I 
cannot say. 

Question. How far from the river were those percon corners? 

Answer. About five or six poles. 

Question. At the time William Nash talked of laying’ his claim below the slough, do you recollect of 
any claim by one of the company being set up to the land, aud what passed ? 

Answer. I heard of none. 

Question. At or near the percon corners were you shown by any of the company any corner or lines 
marked which were made at any time previous to that when you were there? 

Answer. I saw none; neither heard any of the company mention any. 

Question. How far did Ira Nash make the corners on the percon trees from Barclay’s lick ? 

Answer. I do not know exactly, but it was on the Missouri, below said trading-house, and we then 
called it six or seven miles. 

Question. How far from Barclay’s lick did he commence to run the line to connect the two surveys 
you first spoke of? ; 

Answer. It was at or very near the lick. 

(Juestion. Did Ira Nash qualify any chain-carriers,*or a marker, when he pretended to commence a 
survey, or did he not? 

Answer. He did not when I was with him. 

(Juestion. How far was the place Ira Nash was hunting his compass from the corner he made on the 
percon trees? 

Answer. He started from the trading-house, to hunt his compass, toward the slough above mentioned; 
but I do not know the distance. 

Question. How far do you think the percon trees marked as a corner are from the slough where 
William Nash said he would lay his claim? 

Answer. At that time we called it about three miles from said trading-house to the slough; and said 
percon trees are between three-quarters of a mile and a mile below the trading-house. 

Question. Were any corners made about the mouth of the slough, or between the percon trees and 
the mouth of the slough? 

Answer. I saw none made; neither saw any at all. WILLIAM CLARK, 
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Stephen Jackson, also being sworn at the same time, deposeth and saith that in the month of February, 
in the year eighteen hundred and four, this deponent, in company with Stephen Hancock and Ira Nash, 
set out from a place called Hancock’s bottom, about thirty miles above St. Charles, for the purpose of 
ascending the Missouri and making some surveys; said Stephen Hancock and myself being then employed 
by said Ira Nash for that purpose, we made several surveys while engaged in the expedition, and. the 
lower line of the lowest survey that we made was just or very nearly opposite the mouth of Lamine 
creek. After completing said surveys we went to a trading-house called Prew’s trading-house, and 
remained there about two or three days. Said Ira Nash then hid his compass in a hollow cotton-wood 
tree near said trading-house, and all the company set off home. In passing down passed through a 
prairie about one mile northwest from Franklin, and returned home between the fifth and tenth days of 
March, in the same year. 

By the defendants: 

Question. In what manner were the surveys of Ira Nash made? 

Answer. Said Nash carried the compass and took the course, and said Hancock and myself carried 
the chain, this deponent blazing the lines. 

Question. How far above Franklin is the lower line of the last survey you made? 

Answer. Between three and four miles on a straight line. 

Question. Did you see any people in this country from whom said Nash could obtain assistance in 
making his surveys, except the company who came up with him? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Do you know of his making any corners after he left the trading-house? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Was the company ever separated so that Nash could ‘have executed a survey where 
Franklin now stands without your knowing it? 

Answer. I do not know how to answer the question. He could not have done so until after we came 
to the trading-house; and I do not rightly recollect about that. We were there two or three days doing 
nothing. 

Question. Whilst at the trading-house did you hear Nash say anything about making further surveys? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you, at any time during the trip, hear Ira Nash say that he had any surveys to make 
for his brother, William Nash? 

Answer. Not that I recollect at this time. 

Question. The surveys that he executed, did he not let you know the names for whom he did it? 

Answer. He made one survey for Barclay, one for Hyacinthe, one for Barraboo, and one for Allen, and 
one for himself, as he told this deponent; and I recollect no other. 

Question. How far above Franklin is Prew’s trading-house ? 

Answer. Not exceeding two miles. 

Question. Is Stephen Hancock alive or dead? 

Answer. He is dead. 

Question. Will you describe the chain and compass? 

Answer. The compass was a pocket compass set in a piece of wood, and having wooden sights; and 
the chain was a piece of a rope and a tug joined. 

Question. Do you know whether Ira Nash was ever in this country before February, 1804 ? 

Answer. He was never to my knowledge, and, from what he told me then, I am satisfied he was not. 

This deponent is of lawful age, and further saith not. ; 

STEPHEN JACKSON. 


The above depositions of William Clark and Stephen Jackson were severally sworn to and subscribed 
before me, a justice of the peace in Howard county, Missouri Territory, on this eighteenth day of January, 
in the year eighteen hundred and nineteen; and a further examination of witnesses is hereby adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock; at the same place of which adjournment, George Tompkins and 


Robert Wash, being present during the examination, had notice. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, J. P. 


Pursuant to adjournment, met at the same place for the further examination of witnesses; and 
between the hours of 10 in the forenoon and 6 o’clock in the afternoon, the following depositions were 
taken: 

James H. Whiteside, being sworn before me, a justice of the peace in Howard county, deposeth and 
saith that in the month of July, in the year eighteen hundred and four, this deponent, in company with 
Ira Nash, William Nash, and William Clark, ascended the Missouri and landed opposite the mouth of 
Lamine creek, about the first of August, in the same year. The object of this deponent in coming to this 
place was to obtain headright under the Spanish government. From the mouth of Lamine we went to a 
place called Barclay’s lick. This deponent was engaged in improving a place for Mr. Barclay, while both 
the said Nashes went to survey, as they said, although this deponent did not see them survey. On the 
river, nearly opposite the mouth of Lamine, said Jra Nash made an improvement by deadening some trees 
and planting some corn, in which this deponent assisted him. This deponent was not engaged particularly 
in surveying with said Nashes, and knows nothing of their surveying more until they arrived near the 
mouth of the Grand Osage, where William Nash said that he would lay an eight hundred arpent claim. 
Several years ago this deponent saw William Nash, who told him that he was living or about to settle 
at the Grand Osage, on the claim above mentioned. I believe this is all I know relative to the case. 

By defendants: 

(Juestion. How often had William Nash and Ira Nash been in this country before? 

Answer. I understood that Ira Nash had been here once before, and that William Nash had never 
been in the Territory before; and I lived only one mile and a half from said Ira Nash. 

(Juestion. Did Ira Nash or William Nash mention anything of William Nash having surveys here 
before that time ? 

Answer. Not to my recollection. 

Question. Did either of them make any ccrners between Barclay’s lick and Franklin ? 
Answer. I saw nothing of the kind except the improvement before mentioned. 
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Question. Were you present, or do you know anything of any percon trees being marked as corners? 

Answer. I do not know anything of it; neither was I present 

Question. When you landed at the mouth of the slough, near Franklin, did you see Ira or William 
Nash make or mark any corners there ? 

Answer. I did not, to my recollection. 

Question. Did William Nash say that he had any claim at or near that place? 

Answer. Not to my recollection. The deponent further adds that if he was present when the percon 
trees were marked, he has totally forgotten it; but is firmly of the opinion that he was not present. 

(Question. When you were encamped at the mouth of the slough as aforesaid, did you hear either Ira 
or William talk of having surveyed as low down as the mouth of the slough while you were at work at 
Barclay’s lick. 

Answer. I recollect no such conversation. 


JAS. H. WHITESIDE. 


William Clark claims two days’ attendance and mileage for two hundred miles, and one dollar for his 
ferriages. James H. Whiteside likewise claims for two days’ attendance and mileage for four hundred 


miles, and one dollar for his ferriages. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, J. P. 


Daniel Munroe, also being duly sworn on the same day, deposeth and saith that in the month of 
January or February, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, Shadrach Barnes moved to the place where 
Franklin now is, and immediately commenced clearing a field, which he enclosed with a good rail fence, 
and raised about fifteen acres of corn during the ensuing summer, which he gathered in the fall; and said 
Shadrach Barnes has lived on the same place every year since, except when forted, and has, as this 
deponent believes, raised corn thereon every year since, except since the town of Franklin was laid off 
thereon. Said Barnes did never move his family to the place above mentioned until June, in the said 
year eighteen hundred and eleven; and further, this deponent says that William Taylor moved to the 
place where he now lives, together with his family, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve; and during 
the summer of the same year raised several acres of corn, and has continued to live on and cultivate the 
same place every year since, except when necessarily compelled to live in the fort, for two or three years, 
at intervals; and both said Barnes and said Taylor at this time reside on the places where they first 
settled; and further, William Ridgway likewise settled, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, on the 
Missouri, below where Franklin now is, with his family, and in the same year raised about five acres of 
corn, and has continued to live on and cultivate said place every year since, except when obliged by 
Indian hostility to live in the fort; also, Amos Barnes, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, raised 
about three or four acres of corn, and settled in the same year on the ground Where Franklin now is, 
together with his family, and built a house on the same place in the same year. And this deponent 
likewise says that on Friday last, the fifteenth instant, he showed to George Jackson, county surveyor of 
Howard county, the centre of the four above-mentioned improvements, as they were situated in said year 
eighteen hundred and twelve, or as near the centre as he could recollect; and all said improvements are, 
to the personal knowledge of this deponent, in township number forty-eight-north, of range number 
sixteen west of the fifth principal meridian. William Taylor’s said improvements are on the northeast 
quarter of section number six; and William Ridgway’s, Amos Barnes’, and Shadrach Barnes’ said 
improvements are on the southwest quarter of section number five, except as to Shadrach Barnes’ said 
improvement of eighteen hundred and eleven, which extended into the southeast quarter of section 
number six. Further, in the spring of the year eighteen hundred and seventeen this deponent was in 
company when Horatio Christman, a deputy surveyor of the United States, commenced surveying an 
eight hundred arpent claim of William Nash, this deponent only hearing that the claim was of that size, 
and including the town of Franklin or a part thereof. Ira Nash went with said surveyor to show the 
corner or beginning, and was unable to find a corner, saying that it had been marked on a walnut tree. 
Said party then established a corner above the slough, and about one and a half chain from the Missouri, 
by marking two or three trees with an axe; said surveyor then took a course from said corner running 
north twenty degrees west, as this deponent understood, and had the line marked out by blazing the trees 
near it. The party continued running on said line until they were stopped in Mr. Welch’s field, and 
desisted from running any further. 

By defendants: 

Question. Did you pay particular attention to find a marked corner or a marked line? 

Answer. I looked for a corner, but could find none except the one then made; and as to line trees, 
I looked for none. 

(Juestion. Did Ira Nash, or any one of the company, find a marked corner or a marked line tree? 

Answer. If they found any I did not know it. This deponent is of lawful age, and further saith not. 

DANIEL MUNROE, Jr. 


William Munroe, being duly sworn on the same day, deposeth and saith that in the year eighteen 
hundred and eleven Shadrach Barnes built a house, and raised about fifteen of corn, and lived in 
said house with his family during said year; said improvement was on the ground where Franklin now 
is, and where said Shadrach Barnes now lives. In the year eighteen hundred and twelve this deponent 
personally knew William ‘Taylor, William Ridgway, and Amos Barnes, each of them, to make separate 
improvements, by raising, each of them, several acres of corn in fields enclosed with a rail fence; and 
likewise knew each of them to build houses and inhabit them with their families during the same year— 
said Amos Barnes on the ground where Franklin now is, the others on quarters adjoining said town of 
Franklin, in spring, eighteen hundred and seventeen. This deputy surveyor was present when Horatio 
Christman, a deputy surveyor of the United States, together with others, was engaged in running out or 
surveying a claim including a part of Franklin, and belonging, as this deponent understood, to William 
Nash. When assembled at the supposed place of beginning, Shadrach Barnes called on this deponent 
and others to examine and see if they could find any marked corner or lines; and this deponent, on 
examining, could find no corner or lines marked; neither heard of any being found at the time, except 
those then made. This deponent is of lawful age, and further saith not. 

WILLIAM MUNROE. 
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The foregoing depositions of James H. Whiteside, Daniel Munroe, jr., and William Munroe, were 
severally subscribed by them, and sworn to before me, a justice of the peace in Howard county, at the 
time of taking the same, and at the place above named; and said depositions, and the foregoing ones of 
William Clark and Stephen Jackson, are herewith enclosed, annexed to the dedimus issued for the taking 
thereof. Witness my hand this nineteenth day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 


nineteen. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 


Justice’s fees, paid by defendants, six dollars and seventy cents. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 


Depositions of witnesses produced, sworn, and examined, on the eighth day of September, in the year 
of our Lord eighteen hundred and nineteen, between the hours of ten of the clock in the forenoon and six 
of the clock in the afternoon of said day, at the office of Augustus Storrs, in the town of Franklin and 
county of Howard, in the Territory of Missouri, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace within 
and for the county aforesaid, by virtue of a dedimus for the examination of witnesses in a certain cause 
now depending in the superior court of the Territory of Missouri, for the northwestern circuit, between 
William V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes and others, defendants, on the part of the 
defendants directed to any judge or justice of the peace within and for the county of Howard, in said 


Territory. 


Daniel Munroe, jr., being produced and sworn, and examined, and being of lawful age, deposeth and 

saith on the part of the defendants: 
By defendants: 

Question. Were you along when Horatio Christman run the lines of William Nash’s Spanish grant at 
Franklin? 

Answer. I was along. 

Question. Did Shadrach Barnes particularly call on you to notice for any marks or corner at that time? 

Answer. He did call on the company generally to notice. 

Question. Did you particularly notice to marked trees at the beginning or on the line? 

Answer. I did notice both at the beginning and on the line, but saw none. 

Question. Have you not, since that time, been called to notice again? 

Answer. I have. 

(Juestion. On the second examination did you discover any old marks on the line? 

Answer. I saw none which appeared older than the line first run by Mr. Horatio Christman. 

Question. Did you ever have any conversation with Ira Nash relative to the quantity of land included 
in the Spanish location at Franklin; and, if so, what was it? 

This question was objected to by Mr. Tompkins, plaintiffs’ attorney, but it is considered that the 
answer be inserted. 

Answer. I have had conversation with Ira Nash on that subject, and he told me that he had a claim 
of four hundred arpents, including Shadrach Barnes’ and William Taylor’s improvements. 

Question. Did he state where the beginning corner of the said four hundred arpent claim was? 

Answer. He did, and told me that the beginning corner was marked on a large walnut tree at the 
mouth of a slough above Mr. Shadrach Barnes’ house. 

Question. Was that the slough at the mouth of which Horatio Christman began the survey of the 
eight hundred arpent claim at the time you mentioned looking for marked trees ? 

Answer. I know of no other slough which would be included by a four hundred arpent claim including 
Barnes’ and Taylor’s improvements. 

Question. At what time did the conversation you mentioned take place with Ira Nash? 

Answer. I think it was in the year eighteen hundred and eleven. 

(Juestion. Did you understand at that time whether the said land was claimed by him, the said Ira 
Nash, or by his brother, William Nash? 

Answer. I do not recollect his saying that it was his brother William Nash’s land at that time, but 
Ira Nash then offered it for sale. 

Question. Did you, after that time, hear Ira Nash say that the said four hundred arpent claim did 
belong to his brother, William Nash; and if so, at what time ? 

Answer. I do not recollect his saying that the said four hundred arpent claim belonged to William 
Nash, but he has since told me that the eight hundred arpent claim belonged to William Nash. 

DANIEL MUNROE, Jr. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me September 8, 1819. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 


After taking the aforegoing depositions, it being late in the evening, and it being stated in the notices 
of the plaintiffs that the depositions would be taken from day to day, if necessary, it is considered that an 
adjournment take place till to-morrow morning, September 9, at the hour of ten of the clock in the fore- 
noon of said day. 

At the hour of ten of the clock in the forenoon of this the ninth day of September, in the year eighteen 
hundred and nineteen, pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, I again commenced the examination of 


witnesses touching this suit 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 


George Avery, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined, on this second day of October, 
eighteen hundred and nineteen, deposeth and saith, that sometime in the year eighteen hundred and fifteen, 
as well as this deponent recollects, he met with William Taylor and Ira Nash at the house of David 
Bryant, near Charette village, and heard William Taylor say to said Ira Nash that he had been gone six 
months and had made four hundred arpents of land; and that he, Nash, had better go and stay six months 
longer. Said Nash then observed that he had a four hundred arpent claim where William Taylor lived 
that was not special, and that he had an eight hundred arpent claim that was special; and that he meant 
to remove his eight hundred arpent claim to the place where the four hundred arpent claim was, on 
which William Taylor lived. 
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Question by defendants. Did you hear Ira Nash say that he had laid an eight hundred arpent claim on 
the place where William Taylor now lives before or since the conversation mentioned before? 
Answer. I never heard Ira Nash say that he had laid an eight hundred arpent claim there. 
his 
GEORGE % AVERY. 


mark, 


The aforegoing deposition of George Avery was taken, sworn to and subscribed, and reduced to 
writing, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace, on the second day of October, eighteen hundred 
and nineteen, between the hours of ten of the clock in the forenoon and six of the clock in the afternoon 
of said day, at the office of Augustus Storrs, in the town of Franklin, in Howard county, and Missouri 
Territory; and, together with the dediuwms and notices, and other depositions, as by the notices and cer- 
tificate affixed will appear, are sent under seal to the clerk of the superior court for the northern circuit. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Franklin, this second day of October, eighteen hundred and nine- 


teen. 
AUGUSTUS STOORS, [t. s.] 
Justice of the Peace. 


Srate oF Missouri, County of Callaway, sct: 


I, Irvine 0. Hockaday, clerk of the circuit court within and for the county and State aforesaid, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing twenty-seven* pages contain true and precise copies of the depositions 
of Ira P. Nash, William Clark, Stephen Jackson, James H. Whiteside, Daniel Munroe, jr., Wm. Munroe, 
and George Avery, filed among the papers in the suit lately depending in the circuit court for the circuit 
and county of Callaway aforesaid, between William V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes 
and others, defendants. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, as clerk aforesaid, this twenty-second day of 


October, eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 
IRVINE 0. HOCKADAY. 


Srate oF Missourt, County of Callaway, sct : 

I, Wharton R. Moore, a justice of the peace within and for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify 
that Irvine O. Hockaday, clerk of the circuit court for said county, made oath before me the foregoing 
twenty-seven pages contain true, perfect, and precise copies of the depositions named in his certificate above, 
and filed in the suit therein mentioned. 

Given under my hand and seal this twenty-second day of October, eighteen hundred and twenty-two. 

WHARTON R. MOORE, J. P. C. C. 


Lanp Orrice at Frankuiin, October 31, 1822. 


I certify that Shadrach Barnes, James Barnes, and William Taylor, (pre-emption claimants, ) did prove, 
to the satisfaction of the register and receiver, that they had inhabited and cultivated, as required by 
law, tracts of land within what appears by the maps to be a private survey in the name of Joseph Deputy, 


and that certificates would have issued to them but for said survey. 
T. A. SMITH, Receiver. 


Lanp Orrice at Franxiin, Missouri, November 16, 1822. 


I certify that I have examined the application of Shadrach Barnes, James Barnes, and William Taylor, 
(pre-emption claimants,) and the accompanying testimony in support of their respective claims to the 
right of pre-emption, filed in this office, and am of the opinion that they have inhabited and cultivated, a8 
required by the law, tracts of land within what appears from the maps to be a private survey in the name 


of Joseph Deputy. 
JOHN MILLER, Register. 





No. 4. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, September 20, 1823. 


Sm: Application having been made to this*office to issue a patent for the claim of William Nash, 
under Joseph Deputy, for 680.56 acres, in townships 48 and 49, range 16 west, against, which yout 
entered a caveat July 12, 1822, I have to request that you furnish this office with evidence in support 
of your belief that the claim is fraudulent, or at least that its original place of location is different from 
the present place of location, and this evidence be produced by the 1st day of February next. If it is 
not produced by that time the patent will be issued on the claim of Mr. Nash. 

I am, &e., GEO. GRAHAM. 


Mr. Saapracu Baryes, Franklin, Missouri. 





No. 5. 


Frankun, Missouri, September 25, 1823. 


Sim: Sometime in the year eighteen hundred and eleven the writer of this letter, one William Taylor, 
and James Barnes, settled on section five, in township forty-eight north of the base line and north of the 
Missouri river, and range sixteen west of the fifth principal meridian, and have ever since continued in 
the possession of the improvements which were respectively made by them on said land. Agreeably to 
the act of Congress, they, at the time appointed by law, made application to the register and receiver of 
the Howard land district to grant them, according to the law extending that privilege to the inhabitants 
. of the Territory of Missouri, the right of pre-emption on said land, and made proof of their inhabiting and 


*There are twenty-seven pages in the original. 
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cultivating said land, before the register and receiver aforesaid. The said section of land, however, being 
marked on the books of the said land office as a confirmed Spanish grant, the register and receiver have 
refused hitherto to grant to us the right of pre-emption. The said pretended Spanish grant was made in 
the name of Joseph Deputy, and is now held by persons who have purchased under him. Sometime ago 
they commenced an action of ejectment against the writer of this letter and the persons before named 
to take from them the possession of said land, but were finally non-suited, and, although more than a year 
has elapsed since, have made no advances towards a recommencement of their suit. At the time of the 
non-suit aforesaid the writer forwarded on to the general offices the depositions of witnesses, which went 
to establish the fact that said Spanish grant was pretended and fraudulent, and that it never had been 
confirmed by the board of commissioners established for that purpose; but, as he has never received any 
intelligence of the reception of these depositions, he presumes they have miscarried. The proof of his 
being entitled to the right of pre-emption under the act of Congress was also forwarded to your depart- 
ment by the register and receiver aforesaid, who have been waiting ever since for instructions from your 
department how to proceed. As it is the wish of the writer of this letter that the controversy should be 
settled as speedily as possible, he earnestly requests that these instructions may be forwarded immediately, 
The persons claiming said grant pretend it was confirmed specially by Congress after the dissolution of 
the board of commissioners. Any information on that subject will be gratefully acknowledged by the 


writer. 
Respectfully, SHADRACH BARNES. 
The Commisstoner of the General Land Office. 


























































No. 6. 


Sir: Agreeably to your request of the 20th September last, I hasten to enclose to you some of the 
evidence necessary to invalidate the claims of William Nash, under Joseph Deputy, situated in township 
48 and 49, range 16 west. This evidence was forwarded to your office more than a year since, and was 
accompanied by a certificate from the register and receiver of the Howard land district, stating that the 
evidence I had offered to them in support of my claim to a pre-emption was satisfactory, and that it would 
have been granted but for the interference of the Spanish grant. I will forward a similar certificate as 
soon as I can obtain it. 

The enclosed depositions, it will appear, were taken in the course of judicial investigation by competent 
officers, where the opposing parties were present to cross-examine the witnesses. Had I the certificate of 
the register and receiver now to forward, I should deem it unnecessary to trouble you with any evidence in 
support of my claim to a pre-emption, but, in its absence, I would call your attention to the depositions 
marked A, B, and C. By these depositions it will appear that I came completely within the provisions of 
the pre-emption laws, and unless there be some claim to the same land, valid against the government, I am 
entitled to the land by the beneficence of the government. As a patent itself may be repealed and annulled 
on account of fraud in obtaining it, I suppose those proceedings necessary to be had before the emanation of a 
patent are, at least, liable to the same objections that might be urged against the title when complete. The 
act of Congress of April 12, 1814, requires, in cases like the present, that it should “appear by the report of 
the commissioners, register or recorder, that the concession, warrant, or order of survey, under which the 
claim is made, should contain a special location, or had been actually located or surveyed, within the late 

- Territory of Orleans, before December 20, 1803, or actually located or surveyed within the Territory of 

Missouri before March 10, 1804, by a surveyor duly authorized by the government making such grant.” 
These facts were to appear by the report, in order that the claims should be confirmed. By the petition 
of Deputy, and the concession by the commandant, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, marked D and E, it will 
appear that both were general, and referred to no particular part of the domain from which the land was 
to be taken. It remains to see whether there was any survey according to the act of Congress. The 
plat only shows that the survey was made in the month of February, 1804, but not for whom it was 
made. It is signed, as would appear by the record of the recorder’s office, byeR. L. Nash. This is 
evidently a mistake in the recording clerk, as will appear by the deposition of Nash, and must have 
proceeded from the singular manner in which Ira P. Nash signs his name, as Ira P. was certainly the 
person who made the survey. The original survey is not now to be found. It appears by the deposition of 
Stephen Jackson, marked F, that in the month of February, 1804, he, together with one Stephen Hancock, 

who was dead when the depositions were taken,) ascended the Missouri with I. P. Nash for the purpose 
of making surveys, and that the lowest line of the lowest survey made to his knowledge was just opposite, 
or a little above, the mouth of Lamine creek, which is between three and four miles in a straight line above 
Franklin. Jackson further states that he saw no person then in the country from whom Nash could 
have received assistance in making a survey; that Nash mentioned the names of those for whom he 
made the surveys, but did not mention that he made any for his brother, William Nash. He also describes 
the manner of making the surveys, and what kind of compass and chain Nash used. Take now Nash’s 
own deposition, marked G, on the other side of the case, «taken at a different time and place, and see how it 
corresponds with other statements. First, as to the time of making the survey, he says nothing of it at 
the beginning, but being asked directly, he refers to his certificate of survey, thereby, as he may suppose, 
avoiding anything like direct perjury. (See that part of his deposition marked Z.) In subsequent parts 
of his deposition he identifies the time by saying, in one place, he did not “communicate the thing to his 
party, Stephen Hancock and Stephen Jackson;” and, in another, that “at the time that survey was made 
Stephen Hancock and Stephen Jackson acted as chain-carriers in making other surveys. It must, then, 
have been made when Jackson was with him, or it was not within the time required by the act of 
Congress. 

_ You will see that Jackson and Nash differ in their description of the compass and chain used by 
Nash, and, taking Nash’s own evidence, the matter must seem improbable that any survey was made at 
the time he mentions. It is shown by his own deposition that his return on the plat is false. He says 
on the plat that the survey was made “according to the decree of the lieutenant governor, Don Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, dated March 5, 1800;” in his deposition he says “it was not made for ay person, but to 
be covered by a claim for himself, or by a claim owned by some other person who might wish to lay it 

there.” It was, therefore, not made by the order of the surveyor general, or any other person, or by 
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virtue of any concession, warrant, or order of survey. It appears further from his deposition, “that a 
claim was laid there that was in the possession of William Nash, which he had purchased.” Now, it will 
appear from the deeds (copies of which are enclosed, H, I, K and L,) that Deputy sold to Don St. Vrain, 
on February 5, 1804, two hundred arpents of the concession; that afterwards, on July 20, 1804, Deputy 
sold to Tyson two hundred arpents; that Tyson, on July 21, sold to Dejarlai his two hundred arpents, and 
that St. Vrain, on the same day, sold six hundred arpents to Dejarlai; and that, on the same day, Dejarlai 
sold the whole to William Nash. The deed from Deputy to St. Vrain appears by the copy to be for only 
two hundred arpents, and St. Vrain afterwards sold six hundred. How they managed it 1 know not, but, 
admitting them to be correct, I think the whole most clearly, and without question, contradict Ira P. 
Nash’s deposition, and show that, if a claim in the possession of William Nash, and which he had 

urchased, was laid where he had niade his pretended survey, it must have been in July, 1804, and 
therefore bad; but I call your attention to these deeds once more before I dismiss them. You find 
William Nash, to whom this land was confirmed, a witness to them all but the one to himself, and that 
three of them are dated July 21, 1804. This was a time when it was necessary to make haste, and, 
accordingly, we find by Clark’s deposition, marked N, that on July 22, 1804, he, together with Ira Nash, 
William Nash, James H. Whitesides, and Daniel Hubbard, started up the Missouri. By the deposition of 
Whitesides, marked O, it appears they started sometime in the month of July, without mentioning 
the day, but as William Nash is witness to the deed on the 21st, it must have been after that time. 
Mention is made in Clark’s deposition of I. P. Nash running a line to connect a survey at the bluff to one 
on the river, to enable him to make a correct plat of what he had once done before, and that they had 
failed. He speaks of Nash marking a corner on three percon trees, and running thence down the river, 
and of his stopping because he was not getting the land he wanted. This corner has nothing to do with 
the case now before you, as you will find that it was less than a mile below the trading-house, which is 
shown by the depositions that speak of its distance above Franklin to have been at least two miles, and 
the survey pretended to be made by Nash, on which the present claim rests, was commenced, as he 
himself says, a few rods above the slough that discharged its waters into the Missouri river, and that 
said slough is about a quarter of a mile above the town of Franklin. You find, further, from Clark’s 
deposition, that the party came down to the mouth of a slough a little above Franklin, when William 
Nash told Clark “that he had an eight hundred arpent claim, and he would locate it below the mouth of 
the discharge or slough above mentioned,” and “that Ira Nash then went from the company, but whether 
he set his compass or run a line Clark does not recollect, but sometime afterwards he returned, and 
mentioned that he, William, had got the plum orchard, making the observation to his brother William.” 
It appears that William Nash had divers eight hundred arpent claims, as he mentioned no less than three to 
Clark. lt appears pretty certain that Ira Nash, when he was up the river in July, 1804, was engaged in 
making surveys, and, from the whole evidence thus offered, I think it will not be questioned that his fraternal 
affection for William Nash has carried back the time of the survey on which this claim must rest. I regret 
extremely that there is no cause now pending in which I could take evidence to prove Ira Nash 
unworthy of belief on his oath; but if you should deem such evidence material, and would receive 
affidavits, I believe they can be procured. The cause in which the depositions were taken, of which the 
enclosed are copies, has been dismissed by the plantiffs, 

You will see by the deposition of Chrisman, marked P, that he pretended to find a corner of beginning 
and line trees, but this is entirely destroyed by the second deposition of William Munro and of Turner, 
marked Q and R. The second deposition of Daniel Munro jr., goes as far as it possibly can to show Ira 
P. Nash’s villany. It is marked 8, and to it I would ask your attention. It is there shown that Ira Nash 
himself had a claim of four hundred arpents, covering, as he said, my improvement and that of Taylor, 
and that the beginning corner was at the mouth of the slough above my house, marked on a large 
walnut tree. It is further shown to be the same slough, near the mouth of which Chrisman, the deputy 
surveyor, began his survey; and further, that this conversation was in the year 1811. Ira Nash himself 
offered to sell the land, and afterwards told Munro that the eight hundred arpent claim belonged to 
William Nash. 

The person who obtained the enclosed copies of the depositions forgot to procure the letter and 
plat mentioned in Canole’s deposition, and therefore I regret it is entirely useless. If you could 
extend the time, and inform me of the fact, I could send a copy to your office. I shall, lastly, ask you to 
examine the deposition of Avery, marked T, where you will find that Ira Nash, after claiming a four 
hundred arpent tract at the same place, was bold enough to avow that, it not being special, he had 
removed it, and located the land with another claim; this deposition is marked T. Having now recited 
the principal facts, I leave it to any man to say if, from the testimony, it does not appear that the brothers, 
William and Jra Nash, have combined to defraud the United States out of eight hundred arpents of land. 
I do think it appears most manifest that no survey was made before March 4, 1804, and I can only account 
for the claim being embraced in the report of the recorder of land titles, by supposing the officer who 
appeared before the commissioners ignorant, as he must have been, of the facts here detailed. 

The case resting upon evidence so very lengthy, I shall not trouble you with my remarks on it. I 
have shown the manifold contradictions of Nash’s own evidence, and of his return, as it appears to have 
been recorded. I need not urge upon you the correctness of the position, that letters patent may be 
repealed after their emanation, on account of fraud in obtaining them. Nor do I suppose it necessary to 
attempt the proof of a position so evident, as that the same fraud would vitiate the confirmation itself. 
The law under which I claim my right of pre-emption was passed on the same day with that authorizing the 
confirmation of claims on the report of the recorder. If the land was not on that day “rightfully claimed 
by another,” shall I lose the benefits intended to be conferred on persons standing in my situation? Shali 
I not be placed in a situation to combat the opposing claim? Or, rather, will the government, when 
convinced of the illegality of the claim, grant a patent to a person in whose hands, as against the gov- 
ernment, it is a nullity? I humbly hope that, after an attentive perusal of the enclosed copies, you will 
with me conclude that the claim of Nash is fraudulent, and that he is not entitled to a patent. I have 
underscored the particular parts of the depositions to which I wish your attention. 

With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
SHADRACH BARNES, 


By H. R. GAMBLE. 
GrorcE Grauam, Esq., Commissioner of General Land Office. 


P. $.—Will you be kind enough to inform me if these papers arrived in time, directing to St Louis. 
HAMILTON R. GAMBLE. 
VoL. Iv-——104 c 
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Territory oF Missouri, Northern Circuit, ss: 
The United States of America to any justice of the peace of the county of Howard, greeting : 


We, reposing special trust and confidence in your integrity and circumspection, do command and require 
you that you cause to come before you William Munroe, Daniel Munroe, —— Whitesides, William 
Clarke, James Riggins, Stephen Jackson, John Sneathen, David Kincaid, Harris, Jamieson, and Matthew 
Kincaid, and such other witnesses as may be named to you by ———— Barnes, Shadrach Barnes, William 
Ridgway, and William Taylor, who are impleaded, with John Welch and James Welch, and them 
examine upon their corporal oaths, to be by you administered, on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, 
touching their knowledge of anything that may relate to a certain action of ejectment now depending in 
our said court between William V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and the said ——— Barnes, Shadrach 
Barnes, William Ridgway, and William Taylor, who are impleaded, as aforesaid, defendants, on the part 
of the said defendants, and having reduced the said depositions, so by you taken, as aforesaid, into writing, 
you send the same, with this commission enclosed, under your seal, to our said superior court, with all 
convenient speed. 

Witness the honorable John B. ©. Lucas, esq., presiding judge of our said court, at St. Louis, this 
fifth day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and of our 


independence the forty-third. 
[L. s.] J. V. GARDNIER, S.C. N. C. 


Franxuin, Howard County, December 16, 1818. 


GentLEMEN: Take notice that, on the third Monday in January next, being the eighteenth day of the 
month, we shall proceed, at the house of David Todd, attorney at law, in the town of Franklin, between 
the hours of 10 o’clock in the forenoon and 6 o’clock in the afternoon, to take the depositions of William 
Munro, David Munro, jr., — Whitesides, William Clarke, James Riggins, Stephen Jackson, John 
Sneathen, David Kincaid, Harrison Jamieson, and Matthew Kincaid, and others, to be read as evidence 
in a case of ejectment, brought by you against us, and John Welch and James Welch, in the superior 
court of Missouri Territory, held at St. Louis; and, at the same place, and between the same hours, we 
shall adjourn from day to day thereafter, if necessary, until all said depositions are completed. 

JOHN BARNES. 

SHADRACH BARNES. 

WILLIAM TAYLOR. 

WILLIAM RIDGWAY. 
Messrs. James H. Benson, Wituram V. Rector, Jonn W. Scupper, and JoserH Wicerns. 


Janvarys 11, 1819. 


I received a copy of the within notice, as attorney in fact for Joseph Wiggins. 
GEORGE TOMPKINS. 





Howarp County, Territory of Missouri, sct: 

The affidavit of David Todd, taken this 5th day of February, 1819, who states that, on the sixteenth 
day of December last, he delivered a true copy of the within notice to John W. Scudder, William V. 
Rector, and James H. Benson; and, also, on the 11th day of January, 1819, he delivered a true copy of 
the same notice to George Tompkins, attorney in fact for Joseph Wiggins; and that said four named 
persons reside in the town of Franklin, or within three miles thereof. 


DAVID TODD. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace, at the date above written. 
AUG. STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 


Territory oF Missouri, Howard County, to wit: 


Be it known that, on this eighteenth day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
nineteen, at the office of David Todd, attorney at law, in the town of Franklin, between the hours of 10 
o’clock in the forenoon and 6 o’clock in the afternoon, personally appeared before me, Augustus Storrs, 
a justice of the peace in said county and Territory, the following witnesses, and their depositions were 
then and there taken as followeth, before me, agreeably to a dedimus potestatem hereunto annexed; and, 
also, a notice annexed, to be read as evidence in favor of Shadrach Barnes, Amos Barnes, William Taylor, 
and William Ridgway, in a suit of ejectment pending and undetermined in the superior court for the 
northern circuit, held at St. Louis, in said Territory, wherein William V. Rector and others are plaintiffs, 
and the said parties first above named, and John Welch and James Welch, are defendants. (N.) 

William Clark being produced, sworn and examined, on the part of the defendants, deposeth and saith 
that, on the twenty-second day of July, in the year of oyr Lord eighteen hundred and four, this deponent set 
out from Richard Chitwood’s, about four miles below the mouth of the Missouri river, in company with Ira 
Nash, William Nash, and James H. Whitesides, and Daniel Hubbard, for the purpose of ascending the 
Missouri and seeing the country; on the way, said Daniel Hubbard obtained a canoe and returned back. 
This deponent landed a little above the mouth of Lamine creek, and went with said Ira Nash, and William 
Nash, and James H. Whitesides, to Barclay’s lick, and from thence to Boon’s lick, in company with said 
two Nashes, and then returned again to Barclay’s lick. From thence the party again, being joined by 
said Whitesides, returned to a place called Prewitt’s trading-house, a small distance above where the town 
of Franklin is now situate. Ira Nash then said that, being up here sometime before, in February, he had 
left a compass in a hollow tree, and, with the others, went to hunt it, while this deponent went to a place 
called Sulphur lick to kill deer, agreeing to meet said party the next day at Barclays lick, where we met 
accordingly, said party bringing said compass. Said Ira Nash, together with this deponent and William 
Nash, then went to run a line from one survey at the bluff to another on the river, for the purpose, as Ira 
Nash said, of enabling him to make a correct plat of the same, or of what he had once done before; we 
run the said line about five outs, and, coming to a wet, grassy place, we were obliged to relinquish our 
design; we then again parted, this witness by land to hunt, and the others by water, to meet again the 
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next day at Prewitt’s trading-house, which we then did. Something less than a mile below said trading- 
house said Ira Nash marked a corner on three percon trees, from which corner we commenced running a 
line down the Missouri river, and ran not exceeding five outs, when said Ira Nash mentioned to the 
company that he was not getting the land which he wanted, and stopped running. Said Ira Nash then 
went back, as he said, to make a new corner, while all the rest of the company came down to the river 
to the mouth of a slough a little above Franklin. William Nash then told this deponent that he had an 
eight hundred_arpent claim, and would locate it below the mouth of this discharge or slough above men- 
tioned. Ira Nash then went from the company, but whether he set his compass or ran a line with it 
this deponent does not recollect, but sometime afterwards he returned, and mentioned that he, William, 
had got the plum orchard, making the observation to his brother William. All the company then went 
down the river to a large spring between the Rocher Percé and the Grand Monitoe, and William Nash 
observed that he had an eight hundred arpent claim, which he would lay there, but this deponent does 
not know whether any corner was made, but knows that no lines were run. The company then went on 
down the river until they came in sight of the place where Cote Sans Dessein now is, and then landed. 
William Nash then said that he would lay one of his eight hundred arpent claims in that place. Ira Nash 
then set the compass, intending to locate it in an oblong form, running up the river. The whole of the 
company then again descended the river, and reached the place from which they set off about the seven- 
teenth day of August, in the same year. 
By the defendants: 
Question. What kind of compass and chain was used by Ira Nash at the times above named ? 
Answer. It was a large pocket compass, set in a piece of wood, and having wooden sights, and the 
chain was a rawhide tug, and perhaps a piece, or some pieces, of rope attached to it. 
Question. When the percon trees were marked as corners, and the line commenced running, who 
marked the line trees ? 
Answer. I do not recollect. 
Question. Did you see the lines marked at all? 
Answer. I do not recollect that i saw them marked; and whether they were marked at ail or not 
I cannot say. 
Question. How far from the river were these percon corners ? 
Answer. About five or six poles. : 
Question. At the time William Nash talked of laying his claim below the slough, do you recollect of 
any claim by one of the company being set up to the land, and what passed ? 
Answer. I heard of none. 
Question. At or near the percon corners, were you shown, by any of the company, any corner or lines 
marked which were made at any time previous to that when you were there ? 
Answer. I saw none, neither heard any of the company mention any. 
Question. How far did Ira Nash make the corners on the percon trees from Barclay’s lick ? 
Answer. Ido not know exactly, but it was on the Missouri, below said trading-house, and we then 
called it six or seven miles. 
Question. How far from Barclay’s lick did he commence to run the line to connect the two surveys 
you first spoke of ? 
Answer. It was at or very near the lick. 
Question. Did Ira Nash qualify any chain-carriers or a marker when he pretended to commence a 
survey, or did he not ? 
Answer. He did not when I was with him. 
Question. How far was the place Ira Nash was hunting his compass from the corner he made on the 
percon trees ? 
Answer. He started from the trading-house, to hunt his compass, towards the slough above mentioned, 
but I do not know the distance. 
Question. How far do you think the percon trees marked as a corner are from the slough where 
William Nash said he would lay his claim ? 
Answer. At that time we called it about three miles from said trading-house to the slough, and said 
percon trees are between three-quarters of a mile and a mile below the trading-house. 
Question. Were any corners made about the mouth of the slough, or between the percon trees and 
the mouth of the slough? . 


Answer. I saw none made, neither saw any at all. 
WILLIAM CLARK. 





F. 


Stephen Jackson, also being sworn at the same time, deposeth and saith that in the month of 
February, in the year eighteen hundred and four, this deponent, in company with Stephen Hancock and 
Ira Nash, set out for a place called Hancock’s bottom, about thirty miles above St. Charles, for the pur- 
pose of ascending the Missouri and making some surveys, said Stephen Hancock and myself being then 
employed by said Ira Nash for that purpose. We made several surveys while engaged in the expedition, 
and the lower line of the lowest survey that we made was just or very nearly opposite the mouth of 
Lamine creek. After completing said surveys, we went to a trading-house called Prew’s trading-house, 
and remained there about two or three days. Said Ira Nash then hid his compass in a hollow cotton-wood 
tree near said trading-house, and all the company set off home. In passing down, passed through a prairie 
about one mile northwest from Franklin, and returned home between the fifth and tenth day of March in 
the same year. 

By the defendants: 

Question. In what manner were the surveys of said Ira Nash made ? 

Answer. Said Nash carried the compass and took the course, and said Hancock and myself carried 
the chain, this deponent blazing the lines. 

Question. How far above Franklin is the lower line of the last survey you made? 
Answer. Between three and four miles in a straight line. 
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Question. Did you see any people in this country from whom said Nash could obtain assistance in 
making his surveys except the company that came up with him ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Do you know of his making any corners after he left the trading-house ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Were the company ever separated so that Nash could have executed a survey where 
Franklin now stands without your knowing it? 

Answer. I do not know how to answer the question. He could not have done so until after we 
came to the trading-house, and I do not rightly recollect about that. We were there two or three days 
doing nothing. 

Question. Whilst at the trading-house did you hear Nash say anything about making further surveys? 

Answer, I did not. 

Question. Did you, at any time during the trip, hear Ira Nash say that he had any surveys to make 
for his brother, William Nash ? 

Answer. Not that I recollect at this time. 

Question. The survey that he executed, did he not let you know the names of those for whom he did it ? 

Answer. He made one survey for Barclay, one for Hyacinthe, one for Baraboo, and one for Allen, and 
one for himself, as he told this deponent, and I recollect no other. 

Question. How far above Franklin is Prew’s trading-house ? 

Answer. Not exceeding two miles. 

Question. Is Stephen Hancock alive or dead ? 

Answer. He is dead. 

Question. Will you describe the chain and compass ? 

Answer. The compass was a pocket compass, set in a piece of wood, and having wooden sights, and 
the chain was a piece of a rope and a tug joined. 

Question. Do you know whether Ira Nash was ever in this country before February, 1804? 

Answer. He was never to my knowledge, and from what he told me then I am satisfied he was not. 

This deponent is of lawful age, and further saith not. 


STEPHEN JACKSON. 


The above depositions of William Clark and Stephen Jackson were severally sworn to and subscribed 
before me, a justice of the peace in Howard county, Missouri Territory, on this eighteenth day of January, 
in the year eighteen hundred and nineteen; and a further examination of witnesses is hereby adjourned 
until to-morrow morning at ten of the clock, at the same place; of which adjournment George Tompkins 
and Robert Wash, being present during the examination, had notice. 


AUG. STORRS, J. P. 


Pursuant to adjournment met at the same place for the further examination of witnesses, and, between 
the hours of 10 in the forenoon and 6 o'clock in the afternoon, the following depositions were taken. (0.) 

James H. Whiteside, being sworn before me, a justice of the peace in Howard county, deposeth and 
saith that in the month of July, in the year eighteen hundred and four, this deponent, in company with 
Ira Nash, William Nash, and William Clark ascended the Missouri and landed opposite the mouth of 
Lamine creek, about the first of August in the same year. The object of this deponent in coming to this 
place was to obtain a headright under. the Spanish government. From the mouth of Lamine we went to 
a place called Barclay’s lick. This deponent was engaged in improving a place for Mr. Barclay, while 
both the said Nashes went to survey, as they said, although this deponent did not see them survey. On 
the river, nearly opposite the mouth of Lamine, said Ira Nash made an improvement by deadening some 
trees and planting some corn, in which this deponent assisted him. This deponent was not engaged 
particularly in surveying with said Nashes, and knows nothing of their surveying more until they arrived 
near the mouth of the Grand Osage, where William Nash said that he would lay an eight hundred arpent 
claim, Several years ago this deponent saw William Nash, who told him that he was living or about to 
settle at the Grand Osage, on the claim above mentioned. I believe this is all I know relative to the 
case, 

By the defendants: 

Question. How often had William Nesh and Ira Nash been in this country before? 

Answer. I understood that Ira Nash had been here once before, and that William Nash had never 
been in the Territory before; and I lived only one mile and a half from said Ira Nash. 

Question. Did Ira Nash or William Nash mention anything of William Nash having surveys here 
before that time ? 

Answer, Not to my recollection. 

(Juestion. Did either of them make any corners between Barclay’s lick and Franklin? 

Answer. I saw nothing of the kind except the improvement before mentioned. 

Question. Were you present, or do you know anything of any percon trees being marked as corners ? 

Answer. I do not know of it; neither was I present. 

Question. Where you landed at the mouth of the slough, near Franklin, did you see Ira or William 
Nash make or mark any corners there ? 

Answer. I did not, to my recollection. 

Question. Did William Nash say that he had any claim at or near that place? 

Answer. Not to my recollection. The deponent further adds that if he was present when the percon 
trees were marked he has totally forgotten it, but is firmly of the opinion that he was not present. 

Question. When you were encamped at the mouth of the slough, as aforesaid, did you hear either Ira 
or William talk of having surveyed as low down as the mouth of the slough while you were at work at 
Barclay’s lick ? 

Answer. I recollect no such conversation. 


J. H. WHITESIDE. 


William Clark claims two days’ attendance and mileage for two hundred miles, and one dollar for his 
ferriages. James H. Whiteside likewise claims for two days’ attendance and mileage for four hundred 
miles, and one dollar for his ferriages. 


AUG’S STORRS, J. P. 
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A. 


Daniel Munroe, also being duly sworn on the same day, deposeth and saith that in the month of January 
or February, in the year eighteen hundred and eleven, Shadrach Barnes moved to the place where Franklin 
now is, and immediately commenced clearing a field which he enclosed with a good rail fence, and raised 
about fifteen acres of corn during the ensuing summer, which he gathered in the fall; and said Shadrach 
Barnes has lived on the same place every year since, except when forted; and has, as this deponent believes, 
raised corn thereon every year since, except since the town of Franklin was laid off thereon. Said Barnes 
did not move his family to the place above mentioned until June in the said year, eighteen hundred and 
eleven; and further, this deponent says that William Taylor moved to the place where he now lives, 
together with his family, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, and during the summer of the same 

ear raised several acres of corn, and has continued to live on and cultivate the same place every year 
since, except when necessarily compelled to live in the fort for two or three years at intervals; and both 
said Barnes and said Taylor at this time reside on the places where they first settled; and further, 
William Ridgway likewise settled, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, on the Missouri, below where 
Franklin now is, with his family, and in the same year raised about five acres of corn, and has continued 
to live on and cultivate said place every year since, except when obliged by Indian hostility to live in the 
fort; also, Amos Barnes, in the year eighteen hundred and twelve, raised about three or four acres of 
corn, and settled in the same year on the ground where Franklin now isgtogether with his family, and 
built a house on the same place in the same year; and this deponent likewise says that on Friday last, 
the 15th instant, he showed to George Jackson, county surveyor of Howard county, the centre of the four 
above-mentioned improvements as they were situated in the said year of eighteen hundred and twelve, 
or as near the centre as he could recollect, and all said improvements are, to the personal knowledge of 
this deponent, in township number forty-eight north, of range number sixteen west of the fifth principal 
meridian; William Taylor’s said improvements are on the northeast quarter of section number six, and 
William Ridgway’s, Amos Barnes’, and Shadrach Barnes’ said improvements are on the southwest quarter 
of section number five, except as to Shadrach Barnes’ said improvement of eighteen hundred and eleven, 
which extended into the southeast quarter of section number six. Further, in the spring of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventeen this deponent was in company when Horatio Chrisman, a deputy surveyor 
of the United States, commenced surveying an eight hundred arpent claim of William Nash, this deponent 
only hearing that the claim was of that size, and including the town of Franklin, or a part thereof. Ira 
Nash went with said surveyor to show the corners or beginning, and was unable to find a corner, saying 
that it had been marked on a walnut tree. Said party then established a corner above the slough, and 
about one and a half chain from the Missouri, by marking two or three trees with an axe. Said surveyor 
then took a course from said corner, running north twenty degrees west, as this deponent understood, and 
had the line marked out by blazing the trees near it. The party continued running on said line until they 
were stopped in Mr. Welcher’s field, and desisted from running any further. 

By the defendants: 

Question. Did you pay particular to find a marked corner or marked line? 

Answer. I looked for a corner, but could find none except the one then made; and as to line trees, I 
looked for none. 

Question. Did Ira Nash or any one of the company find a marked corner or marked line tree? 

Answer. If they found any I did not know it. This deponent is of lawful age, and further saith not. 

DANIEL MUNROE, Jr. 








B. 


Harrison Jamieson, also being sworn on the same day, deposeth and saith that this deponent was in 
this country in eighteen hundred and eleven and twelve, and knew the situation of the improvements 
near Franklin during those years, and this deponent knew Shadrach Barnes, William Taylor, and William 
Ridgway, residing on their places near or adjoining Franklin, and each of them to raise corn thereon, 
and to live thereon with their families during the years eighteen hundred and twelve and thirteen, except 
when occasionally in the fort; likewise, he knew Amos Barnes in eighteen hundred and twelve to cultivate 
a field of corn between the fields of Shadrach Barnes and William Ridgway; on the fifteenth day of 
January instant, in company with Daniel Munroe, jr., this deponent showed to George Jackson, county 
surveyor of Howard county, the centre of each of the above-mentioned improvements as they were in 
eighteen hundred and twelve; William Taylor’s improvement is on the northeast quarter of section number 
six, and William Ridgway’s and Amos Barnes’ improvements are on the southwest quarter of section 
number five; and Shadrach Barnes’ said improvement is on the southwest quarter of section number five, and 
extending over to the southeast quarter of section number six, all in township number forty-eight, in range 
number sixteen west of the fifth principal meridian, on the north side of the river Missouri. And this 
deponent is of lawful age, and further saith not. 

HARRISON JAMIESON. 





C. 


William Munroe, being duly sworn on the same day, deposeth and saith that in the year eighteen 
hundred and eleven Shadrach Barnes built a house, and raised about fifteen bushels of corn, and lived in 
said house with his family during said year; said improvement was on the ground where Franklin now is, 
and where said Shadrach Barnes now lives. In the year eighteen hundred and twelve this deponent 
personally knew William Taylor, William Ridgway, and Amos Barnes, each of them, to make separate 
improvements, by raising, each of them, several acres of corn in fields enclosed with a rail fence, and like- 
wise knew each of them to build houses and inhabit them with their families during the same year—said 
































































zzz 








ie 
{i 
5 
} 


- = 
oper nein 


830 PUBLIC LANDS [No. 584, 





Amos Barnes on the ground where Franklin now is, and the others on quarters adjoining said town of 
Franklin. In the spring of eighteen hundred and seventeen this deponent was present where Horatio 
Chrisman, a deputy surveyor of the United States, together with others, was engaged in running out or 
surveying a claim, including a part of Franklin, and belonging, as this deponent understood, to William 
Nash. When assembled at the supposed place of beginning, Shadrach Barnes called on this deponent 
and others to examine and see if they could find any marked corner or lines, and this deponent, on 
examining, could find no corner or lines marked; neither heard of any being found at the time except those 
then made. This deponent is of lawful age; and further saith not. 
WILLIAM MUNROE. 


The foregoing depositions of James H. Whiteside, Daniel Munroe, jr., Harrison Jamieson, and William 
Munroe were severally subscribed by them, and sworn to before me, a justice of the peace in Howard 
county, at the time of taking the same, and at the place above named; and said depositions, and the 
foregoing ones of William Clark and Stephen Jackson, are herewith enclosed, annexed to the dedimus 
issued for the taking thereof. Witness my hand this 19th day of January, in the year one thousand eight 


hundred and nineteen. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 
Justice’s fees, paid by defendants, six dollars and seventy cents. 


A. S., JP. 


* 





P. 


e * * 

Depositions of witnesses produced, sworn, and examined on the eighth day of September, in the year 
of our Lord eighteen hundred and nineteen, between the hours of ten of the clock in the forenoon and 
six of the clock in the afternoon of said day, at the office of Augustus Storrs, in the town of Franklin 
and county of Howard, in the Territory of Missouri, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace 
within and for the county aforesaid, by virtue of a dedimus for the examination of witnesses in a 
certain cause now depending in the superior court of the Territory of Missouri for the northwestern 
circuit, between William A. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes and others, defendants, 
on the part of the defendants, directed to any judge or justice of the peace within and for the county of 
Howard, in said Territory. 


Horatio Chrisman, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined on the part of the defendants, 

deposeth and saith that 
By the defendants: 

Question. Have you ever more than once surveyed William Nash’s Spanish claim at Franklin? 

Answer. I have run the lines around it twice. 

Question. Had you a copy of an old survey at that time? 

Answer. I had no old survey, but acted under an order of survey from General Rector, surveyor 
general, 

Question. Did you find any corners of said survey at that time? 

Answer. I saw many marked trees at that time which 1 supposed to be the corner of the beginning. 

QJuestion. Where was that beginning ? 

Answer. Immediately west of the first slough bank putting into the river above Franklin, about half 
a mile above said town. 

Question. Did you speak in a former deposition of lined trees marked; and, if so, on what line were 
they, and how were they marked? 

Answer. On the first line running north twenty west, magnetic meridian, I discovered some marked 
trees six or eight feet west of me, which were blazed on each side. 

Question. Who was with you when you saw said marked trees? 

Answer. As well as I can recollect, there were William V. Rector, James H. Benson, Shadrach Barnes, 
Mr. Roland, and some others. 

Question. Did you examine those marks? 

Answer. Not particularly; I only saw them. 

Question. How old were those marks ? 

Answer. I did not examine them particularly, and do not know how old they were. 

Question. Do you think those marked trees were a line of a survey ? 

Answer. I cannot tell; they were running the same course which I run. 

Question. Might they not have been the blazes of some path or road? 

Answer. I do not know; I did not suppose them to be at that time. 

Question. How many marked trees did you see at that time on said line ? 

Answer. I saw several near the beginning, and others near or about half a mile from the corner, 
towards William Taylor’s house, south and west of said house. 

Question. Do you consider those marked trees where you began your survey as a corner; and if so, 
how were they marked ? 

Answer. That place was shown to me as the place of beginning, where said marked trees were. They 
were marked different ways, some being notched and some blazed. 





HORATIO CHRISMAN. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace, on this 8th day of September, in the 
year 1819. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 
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S. 


Daniel Munro, jr., being produced, sworn, and examined, and being of lawful age, deposeth and saith 

on the part of the defendants— 
By defendants: 

Question. Were you along when Horatio Chrisman run the lines of William Nash’s Spanish grant at 
Franklin? 

Answer. I was along. 

Question. Did Shadrach Barnes particularly call on you to notice for any marks or corners at that time? 

Answer. He did call on the company, gener. tly, to notice. 

Question. Did you particularly notice to see marked trees at the beginning, or on the line? 

Answer. I did notice both at the beginning and on the line, but saw none. 

Question. Have you not, since that time, been called to notice again? 

Answer. I have. 

Question. On the second examination did you discover any old marks on the line ? 

Answer. I saw none which appeared older than the line first run by Horatio Chrisman. 

Question. Did you ever have any conversation with Ira Nash relative to the quantity of land included 
in the Spanish location at Franklin; and if so, what was it? 

This question was objected to by Mr. Tompkins, plaintiffs’ attorney, but it is considered that the 
answer be inserted. 

Answer. I have had conversation on that subject with Ira Nash, and he told me that he had a claim 
of four hundred arpents, including Shadrach Barnes’ and William Taylor’s improvements. 

Question. Did he state where the beginning corner of said four hundred arpent claim was ? 

Answer. He did, and told me that the beginning corner was marked on a large walnut tree at the 
mouth of a slough, above Mr. Shadrach Barnes’ house. 

Question. Was that the slough at the mouth of which Horatio Chrisman began the survey of the eight 
hundred arpent claim at the time. you mentioned iooking for marked trees ? 

Answer. I know of no other slough which would be included by a four hundred arpent claim, including 
Barnes’ and Taylor’s improvements. 

Question. At what time did the conversation you mentioned take place with Ira Nash? 

Answer. I think it was in the year eighteen hundred and eleven. 

Question. Did you understand at that time whether the said land was claimed by him, the said Ira 
Nash, or by his brother, William Nash? 

Answer. I do not recollect his saying that it was his brother William Nash’s land at that time, but 
Ira Nash then offered it for sale. 

Question. Did you after that time hear Ira Nash say that the said four hundred arpent claim did 
belong to his brother, William Nash; and if so, at what time? 

Answer. I do not recollect his saying that the said four hundred arpent claim belonged to William 
Nash, but he has since told me that the eight hundred arpent claim belonged to William Nash. 

DANIEL MUNRO, Jr. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me September 8, 1819. 


AUG. STORRS, J. P. 





Q. 


William Munro, of lawful age, being produced and sworn on the part of the defendants, deposeth 

and saith— 
By defendants: 

Question. Were you present at any time when Horatio Chrisman surveyed the Spanish grant at 
Franklin ? 

Answer. I was present. 

Question. At what time was that survey made? 

Answer. It was made in May or June, eighteen hundred and seventeen. 

Question. Were you called upon at that time by Shadrach Barnes to notice for marked trees at the 
beginning corner, or on the line? 

Answer. I was. 

(Juestion. Did you see any marked trees or marked corner? 

Answer. I saw none. 

(Juestion. What course did they run from the place of beginning ? 

Alnswer. They run nearly a north course.” 

(Juestion. Did you see any marked trees at that time ? 

Answer. I saw none except those then marked. 

(Juestion. Have you ever examined since at the corner and on said line; and if so, did you see any 
marked trees at the corner or on said line ? 

Answer. I saw none except two, which appeared to have been marked about seven years before, and 
did not run with the line, and being about half a mile from the beginning corner. 

(Juestion. Were not there marked trees on a wagon road leading to the Weed’s prairie? 

This question was objected to by the plaintiffs’ attor ney as a leading question. 

Answer. There is a road now running near where said marked trees then were, but I do not know 
whether any road was there then or not. 

Question. Are not those marked trees in the direction the road now runs, and nearly at right angles 
to the said line? 

Answer, They are. 

Question. Did you ever have any conversation with Ira Nash touching said Spanish claim at Franklin; 
and if so, what was it ? 
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This question was also objected to by plaintiffs’ attorney. 

Answer. Ihave had conversation with him in eighteen hundred and eleven. , He told me that he had 
a Spanish claim beginning at the slough above where Franklin now is, and running out to a grassy slough, 
cornering at a stake in said slough, and containing four hundred arpents. =e 

Question. In what direction and how far is the grassy slough from the Missouri river ? 

Answer. It is between three-quarters and a mile from the Missouri river, in nearly a northeast direc- 
tion, and it does not communicate with said river. 

Question. Was the corner at which Ira Nash said his four hundred arpent claim commenced the same 
at which Horatio Chrisman began his survey? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. On which side of the beginning line did Shadrach Barnes and William Taylor live ? 

Answer. On the east side. 

Question. Did you hear Ira Nash say that William Nash had any part in the four hundred arpent 
claim ? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question. Did you ever hear Ira Nash offer to sell the four hundred arpent claim as his own? 

Answer. I heard him say that he would sell it. 


WILLIAM MUNRO. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me on September 8, 1819. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 


After taking the foregoing depositions, it being late in the evening, and it being stated in the notices 
to the plaintiffs that the depositions would be taken from day to day, if necessary, it is considered that 
an adjournment take place till to-morrow morning, September 9, at the hour of 10 o’clock in the forenoon 


of said day. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 





R, 


At the hour of 10 o’clock in the forenoon of this the ninth day of September, in the year 1819, pur- 

suant to the adjournment of yesterday, I again commenced the examination of witnesses touching this suit. 

Talton Turner, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined on the part of the defendants, 

deposeth and saith that 
By the defendants: 

Question. Are you a deputy surveyor under the surveyor general of this Territory ? 

Answer. I consider myself as such. 

Question. Did you ever run around the lines of William Nash’s Spanish claim at Franklin? 

Answer. I have begun at the beginning corner as established by Horatio Chrisman, and run the west, 
north, and east boundaries. 

Question. Did you see any marked line or corner trees; and if so, describe them and the age of the 
marks ? 

Answer. I saw four corners, and trees marked from each corner, as established by Horatio Chrisman 
on the west boundary line from the beginning. I saw blocks cut of the trees, by which the narks appeared 
to be from two to eight years old. The marks which appeared to be eight years old did not run appar- 
ently with the line which I run, but run east and west. One mark cut out appeared to be four years old, 
and was in range with my line. I followed the said west line from the beginning about fifty or sixty 
chains, and saw blocks cut out of all the most ancient marked trees, and only one mark appeared to be so 
old as eight vears. 

Question. Will you describe the corner trees, and the marks, and the age of the marks? 

Answer. I know of no corner trees except those I saw made on the bank of the Missouri river, a 
little above the first slough above Franklin, by Horatio Chrisman, or under him by his company, in the 
last of May or first of June, 1817. The marks on the trees were large blazes facing a stake on the bank 
of the river, marked with letters and figures made with a marking iron, 

Question. Were you with Horatio Chrisman when he made the survey of William Nash’s claim at 
Franklin, and did you see, or did he show the company, any marked trees, and at what time did he 
survey it ? 

Answer. I was in company with him when he made the beginning, and went with him on the west 
boundary line about one mile, where he was stopped for that day by John Welch. I saw no marked line 
or marked trees, neither did Mr. Chrisman point out any to me, nor do I know that he did to any of the 
company. Said survey was made by said Horatio Chrisman in the latter part of spring or first of summer, 
in the year eighteen hundred and seventeen. ‘ 

Question. Were you called on by Shadrach Barnes, when Horatio Chrisman first made the survey of 
said claim at Franklin, to notice for the beginning corner and marked lines, and did you see any? 

Answer. I was asked by Shadrach Barnes to go with him to the place where Horatio Chrisman was 
about beginning his survey. I looked and examined for marks at the corner and on the line, but saw 
none except what I have before described. 





TALTON TURNER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace, on September 9, 1819. 


AUG. STORRS, J. P. 


Jeremiah Murphy, being produced, sworn, and examined, and of lawful age, deposeth and saith— 
By the defendants: 

Question. Were you present when Horatio Chrisman surveyed Nash's Spanish claim at Franklin ? 

Answer, I was present. 
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Question. Did Shadrach Barnes call on you to observe for marked trees or corners ? 

Answer. He called me as one of the company, calling the company generally to observe. 

Question. Did you take particular notice, and did you see any marked trees at the corner or on the 
line? 

Answer. I saw none excepting those marked that day. 

Question. How far did you go with the surveyor from the corner; and in what year was the survey 
made? °- 

Answer. I went with them about three-quarters of a mile from the beginning corner; and the survey 
was made about two years ago, the last of May or first of last June. 


hi 
JEREMIAH ry MURPHY. 


mark, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace, on this 9th day of September, in the year 
1819. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 


The foregoing depositions of Horatio Chrisman, Daniel Munro, William Munro, Talton Turner, and 
Jeremiah Murphy, were taken, sworn to, and subscribed, and reduced to writing, before me, Augustus 
Storrs, a justice of the peace, on the eighth and ninth days of September, eighteen hundred and nineteen, 
between the hours of ten of the clock in the forenoon and six of the clock in the afternoon of said days, at 
the office of Augustus Storrs, in the town of Franklin, in. Howard county, in the Territory of Missouri, and, 
together with the notices and dedimus, are sent under seal to the clerk of the superior court for the 
northern circuit. 

Given under my hand and seal this 9th day of September, 1819, at Franklin. 

[u. 8.] AUG. STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 


Justices’ fees, five dollars eighteen and one-fourth cents; paid. Constables’ fees in serving subpoenas 
on witnesses, six dollars eighty-seven and a half cents; paid. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 


Charles Canole, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined, on the part of the defendants, on 
this second day of October, in the year eighteen hundred and nineteen, deposeth and saith that on the 
eighteenth day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and fifteen, on his way down Holston river, in the 
State of Tennessee, in a boat, on his way to the Missouri Territory, William Nash came on board this 
deponent’s said boat, on the said river Holston, and wrote a few lines, requesting this deponent to deliver 
the same to Mr. Barnes, living in Missouri Territory, at Boon’s lick, which lines this deponent delivered 
to Shadrach Barnes during the ensuing November, near said Barnes’ dwelling-house, and read the same 
to the said Shadrach Barnes. Said William Nash, in said letter or writing, notified said Shadrach Barnes 
that he, Nash, had been informed that said Barnes had settled on a piece of land claimed by said Nash; 
and that he, Nash, gave said Barnes the said notice, so that he, Barnes, might not be taken unawares. 
On my way to Boon’s lick I stopped at the house of John E. Allen, in the neighborhood of St. Louis, and, 
in conversation with said Allen, this deponent informed him that.he had a letter from William Nash to 
Mr. Barnes. Said Allen then informed this deponent that he had William Nash’s papers, and that he 
would send a copy of the plat of said land by this deponent to said Barnes, which he did do; and this 
deponent delivered the said plat to said Barnes at the same time of delivering the letter above mentioned. 
This deponent has, at the time of giving in this his testimony, examined said letter and plat, being to him 
produced by said Shadrach Barnes, and well knows them to be the same that were sent by Nash and 
Allen, by this deponent, to Shadrach Barnes. This deponent, at the time of giving this testimony, has 
marked said letter with the letter A, and said plat with the letter B, and has seen them hereunto annexed 
to his deposition. And further saith not. 

CHARLES CANOLE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace, on this 2d day of October, 1819. 
AUG. STORRS, J. P. 





= 


George Avery, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined, on this second day of “October, 
1819, deposeth and saith that sometime in the year eighteen hundred and fifteen, as well as this deponent 
recollects, he met with William Taylor and Ira Nash at the house of David Briant, near Charette village, 
and heard William Taylor say to said Ira Nash that he had been gone six months, and had made four 
hundred arpents of land, and that he, Nash, had better go and stay six months longer. Said Nash then 
observed that he had a four hundred arpent claim where William Taylor lived that was not special, and 
that he had an eight hundred arpent claim that was special, and that he meant to remove his eight 
hundred arpent claim to the place where the four hundred arpent claim was, on which William Taylor 
lived. 

Question by defendants. Did you hear Ira Nash say that he had laid an eight hundred arpent claim 
on the place where William Taylor now lives, before or since the conversation you mentioned before ? 

Answer. I never heard Ira Nash say that he had laid an eight hundred arpent claim there. 


his 
GEORGE % AVERY. 


mark. 


The aforegoing depositions of Charles Canole and George Avery were taken, sworn to, and subscribed, 
_and reduced to writing, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace, on the 2d day of October, 1819, 
between the hours of ten of the clock in the forenoon and six of the clock in the afternoon of said day, at 
the office of Augustus Storrs, in the town of Franklin, in Howard county, and Missouri Territory, and, 
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together with the dedimus and notices, and other depositions, as by the notices and certificates affixed wil] 
appear, are sent under the seal of the clerk of the superior court for the northern circuit. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Franklin, this second day of October, 1819. 

[u. s.] AUG. STORRS, Justice of the Peace. 





G. 


Depositions of witnesses produced, sworn, and examined, on the thirty-first day of March, in the year 
of our Lord eighteen hundred and nineteen, between the hours of seven of the clock in the forenoon and 
six of the clock in the afternoon of that day, at the house of John McMichle, in the Rocher Percé bottom, 
in the county of Howard, in Missouri Territory, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace within 
and for the county of Howard aforesaid, by virtue of a dedimus for the examination of witnesses in a 
certain cause now depending in the superior court, in the northern circuit of said court for the Territory of 
Missouri, between William V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes and others, defendants, on 
the part of the plaintiffs, directed to any justice of the peace within and for the county of Howard 
aforesaid: 


Ira P. Nash, of lawful age, being produced, sworn, and examined on the part of the plaintiffs, deposeth 
and saith that he commenced making a survey a few rods above the slough which discharges its waters 
into the Missouri river; that said slough is about one-quarter of a mile above the town of Franklin, in 
Howard county, and that said beginning of said survey was very near the Missouri river, and opposite 
the island in the Missouri river, above Franklin. 

By the plaintiffs: 

Question. For whom did you make this survey ? 

Answer. I made that survey for no person, but to be covered by a claim for myself, or by a claim 
owned by some other person who might wish to lay it there. 

Question. Whose claim was laid there ? 

Answer. A claim in possession of William Nash, which he had purchased. 

Question. Tell what you know of the claim; that is, from whom it was purchased, and from whom it 
was derived ? 

Answer. It originated from Joseph Deputy or Baptiste Presee, but I do not certainly know from which 
of the two; but I think William Nash purchased it from Antoine Dejarlai. 

(Juestion. Did you ever show the beginning of that survey to any one since? If you did, tell to whom. 

Answer. I showed the place of beginning first to William Clark, James Whitesides, and William Nash; 
and in the month of April, eighteen hundred and eleven, if I recollect right, I showed the place of beginning 
to Abraham Barnes; but the tree had then fallen into the river, as I suppose, on which the corner was 
made, it being then seven years after the making the original survey. I think in May, some one or two 
years since, I showed the same place to Horatio Chrisman at the time he was about to resurvey it by 
order of the surveyor general of Missouri Territory, as said Chrisman told me. 

Question. Do any persons live on the land included in that survey? If any do, tell who they are. 

Answer. It would be a very tough thing for me to tell that; the people in Franklin live on it, and 
William Taylor likewise. 

By defendants: 

Question. Was the survey made previous to the first day of March, in the year eighteen hundred and 
four? 

Answer. I refer to my certificate of survey to ascertain that. 

Question. Do you, or do you not, recollect the month in which the survey was made ? 

This question was objected to by the plaintiffs, and overruled. 

Question. Who were the chain-carriers and markers when the survey was made ? 

Answer. What chaining and marking was done was done by myself. 

Question. Were any persons in company at that time; and who were they ? 

Answer. I was alone, and ran only part of two squares of the survey, and called for the balance; nor 
did I communicate the thing to my company, Stephen Hancock and Stephen Jackson. 

Question. Did you show any marked tree to William Clark and James Whitesides, to whom you said 
you showed the place of beginning ? 

Answer. I did not call their attention, but made additional marks at the time they were in company 
with me; and I believe they understood that to be the place of beginning. 

Question. Was the original marked tree then standing ? 

Answer. It was. 

Question. What kind of compass had you? 

Answer. It was a compass having a perfect circle, and degrees marked on the edge; also a needle, 
being on a pivot, so well balanced that neither end depressed, and, when perfectly horizontal, one end 
pointed north and the other south, as I suppose. It also had uprights at each extreme end that projected 
from the circle, through which there were certain crevices or slits through which I could see and take an 
object. 

Question. Was it a pocket compass with wooden sights or not ? 

Answer. I do not know whether it was a pocket compass or not; if it was a pocket compass, it was 
larger than I would wish to carry in my pocket. It had wooden sights. 

Question. What kind of chain did you use when you made that survey ? 

Answer. It was a two-pole chain, agreeably to French or Spanish measure, and made of genuine 
Louisiana hemp. 

Question. Was it the same with which you made the survey in company with Stephen Jackson and 
Stephen Hancock ? 

Answer. I carried but one chain with me. 

(Juestion. Did you mark more than one corner when you made the survey ? 

Answer. Only one; and that was the bourne meillien, or what I suppose would now be called the 
middle station in the line. 
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Question by the plaintiffs. When you made the survey above spoken of, were you a surveyor appointed 
under law for such purposes ? 

aye I was appointed by the surveyor general, Antoine Soulard, who has sanctioned all my returns 
as his deputy. 

Question by defendants. At the time that survey was made, did Stephen Jackson and Stephen Han- 
cock act as your chain-carriers in making other surveys ? 
Answer. Yes.” 





I. P. NASH. 


Territory OF Missouri, County of Howard, to wit: 


The aforegoing deposition of Ira P. Nash was taken, reduced to writing, sworn and subscribed by 
the said deponent, before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace in said county, at the house of 
McMichle, in the Rocher Percé bottom, in the said county and Territory, on this thirty-first day of March, 
in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and nineteen, between the hours of seven o’clock in the fore- 
noon and six of the clock in the afternoon of said day, and are herewith enclosed and sent to the 
clerk of the superior court for the northern circuit, agreeably to the direction of the dedimus issued for 
the taking of said deposition. 

AUGUSTUS STORRS, J. P. 


Srate oF Missouri, County of Callaway, sct: 


I, Irvine O. Hockaday, clerk of the circuit court within and for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing thirty-nine pages contain true, perfect, and complete copies of the depositions therein 
named, the said depositions being filed in a suit, the papers of which are in my office, between William 
V. Rector and others, plaintiffs, and Shadrach Barnes and others, defendants. Given under my hand this 
8th day of November, 1823. 

IRVINE 0. HOCKADAY. 


Srate oF Missouri, County of Callaway, sct : 


This day personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace for the county aforesaid, Irvine O. 
Hockaday, clerk of the circuit for the said county, and made oath that the foregoing thirty-nine pages 
contain true and complete copies of the depositions therein named, to the best of his knowledge. Given 


under my hand this 8th day of November, 1823. 
WHARTON R. MOORE, J. P. C. C. 





D. 


Dn. Cs. Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governeur de la Haute Louisiane : 


Monsieur: Joseph Departy 4 ’honneur de vous exposer que résidant dans ce pays depuis longtems il 
désire y former un établissement en consequence, il a recours aux boutés de ce gouvernement pour qu’il 
vous plaise lui accorder un morceau de terre, de huit cents arpents en superficie, 4 prendre sur la terre 
vacante du domaine du Roy, dans l’endroint qui paraitra le plus convenable aux intérésts de votre sup- 
pliant qui espere cette grace de votre justice. St. Louis, 3 Mars, 1800. 


JOSEPH + DEPARTY. 


marque. 


Sy. Luis pe Iturvots, 5 Marzo, 1800. 


Como estamos asegurdos vue el supte. los medios suficientes para hazer valer los tierras que solicita 
le concedo para el y sus hereferos la etierra qe. solicitar si no perjudice 4 nadie y el agor. Dn. Anto. Sou- 
lard, pondra al interesado en posesion de la cantidad de tierra que pide en un sitio vacante del domo. real, 
lo que evacuado formara plano entregando 4 la parte este y certificacion para que le serva 4 obtener el 
titulo en forma del senor intendente general, 4 quien corresponde privativamente por real orden el repar- 


tir y conceder toda clase de tierras, &ca. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 





H. 


Je soussigné, Joseph Departy, sons ma marque ordinaire, et en presence de temoins soussignés recon- 
nais avoir, vendu, cede, quitte, transporté et abandonne, comme par ces presentes je vend, cede, quitte, 
transporté et abandonne, au sr. Jaques Lassus de St. Vrain, tous les droits, titre, action, possession, et 
propriété, que j’ai sur la concession de terre ci-dessus pour lui, enjouer, disposer, vendre, ou aliener, 4 sa 
volenté ses heritez ou ayant cause, aux clauses et condition, que le dit sr. J’ques Lassus de St. Vrain, en 
fairee faire l’arpantage 4 ses frais et depens pour son compte et risque qu'il faira tous les fraix 4 ce neces- 
saire et qu'il ma donner 4 deux cent arpents de terre superficie, de la dite concession, quitte, et net de toute 
depence, lequels deux cent arpents je prendrai dans le lien on la dite concession au la été arpentée sans 
cependant nuire en aucune maniere au reste de la dite concession et pour ca les dits deux cents arpents, 
seront designés sur le plan figuratif pur une ligne que l’on livera sur l’un des cotés du dit plan. Fait et 
passé a St. Louis des Ilinois, le cing du mois de Fevrier, de l’an mil huit cent quatre. 

sa 
JOSEPH + DEPARTY. 
marque. 


Temoins: Apert TIson. 
Ww. Nasu. 



















































SS Se 


. 


SS Ss SS SSS 


Sa 





i 
| | 
it 


i? 

i 
a 
i 
i 


i 
i 
ul 
u 
: 
Hf 
it 


an) coneeeeneenene a 





ae 


ee arts 











PUBLIC LANDS. 








SURVEY. 
N. 70 E., 200 ps. 
i] zn 
= . 8 
. 
= ; 5 
eS S 
if — 
4 a 
@ | Prairie. 
:" 800 arpenis. 
Percon and |, . -| Percon and 
stake. ‘ Black Wal- 


nut. 








fres) Improvement. 
Black Wal- | ma U0 
nut mark | Wi 





N.G§ A. |e ©} Cotton tree. 
aon Drowned land. ; 
~ lic Le 
iin pihaa kee ieanee 
Willow : — 
island. Missouri river. _ 
ape won 
SURVEY. 


I do certify that the above survey, stated in plat to be made by me in the month of February, 1804, 
according to the decree of the lieutenant governor, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated March 5, 1800, 
which I will attest wherever need shall require. 

R. L. NASH, D. 8. 


Received for record. St. Louis, February 28, 1806. 
ANTOINE SOULARD, S. G. T. L. 





FIRST DEED. 


Je soussigné, Joseph Departy, sous ma marque ordinaire, et en presénce des temoins soussigné, re- 
connais avoir, vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté et abandonné, comme par ce present, je vend, cedé, quitte, 
transporte et abandonne, ces 4 present comme pour toujours au sieur Albert Tison acyuereur, pour lui Jes 
tiens ou ayant causes, la quantité de deux cents arpents de terre en superficie, lesquels deux cents arpents 
font partie d’une concession de huit cents arpents qui m’a été accordé par Dn. Chs. Dehault Delassus, It. 
gov’eur de la Haute Louisiane, en datte du cing Mars de l’an mil huit cent: partie de laquelle concession 
jai vendu, au Sr. J’ques Lassu de St Vrain, qui en 4 le litre m’étant cette quantité de deux cents arpents, 
pour enjouir, &c., 4 ma volonté en vertu de quoi la presente vente est faite et passé pour le prix et 
somme de soixante et dix piastres, la quelle somme le dit Sr. Albert Tison, m’a présentement payée comp- 
tant et pour laquelle je lui donne pleine et entiére quittance au moyen de quel payement je me désiste, 
demets, renonce et abandonne, touts les droits, titres, actions, possession et propriété, que j’ai sur la dite 
terre sans en rien retenir ni reserver, je les vend, cedé, quitte, transporte, au dit Sr. Albert Tison, pour 
par lui les tiens ou ayant causes, enjouir, disposer, vendre ou aliener, 4 sa volonté comme propriété a lui 
appartenante, promettant et m’obligeant, de ratifier la presente vente par devant un juge competant, 
aussitot que j’en serai requis, fait & passé 4 St. Ferdinand, le vingt jour du mois de Juillet, de l’an mil 
huit cent quatre. 


8a 
JOSEPH »~ DEPARTY. 
‘ marque. 
Temoins: Jag. St. Vrain. 
Wiuram Nasa. 





K. 
SECOND DEED. 
Je soussigné, Albert Tison, et en presence des temoins soussignés, reconnais avoir, vendu, cedé, 
transporte et abandonné, comme par ces presentes je vend, cedé, quitte et transporte, au Sr. Antonio De- 


jarlaix, ai acquereur pour lui les tiens ayant causes, quantité de deux cent arpents de terre en superficie, 
lesquels deux cent arpents font partie d’une concession de huit cent arpents qui 4 été accorde au Sr. Joseph 
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Departy, par Dn. Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant gouverneur de la Haute Louisiane, en datte du cing 
de Mars, mil huit cent, et acquit par moi, Albert Tison, du Sr. Joseph Departy, en datte du vingt de Juil- 
let, de an mil huit cent quatre. La presente faite et passé pour le prix et somme de soixante et dix 
gourdes, laquelle somme le Sr. Antoine Dejarlaix m’a presentement payée comptant et pour laquelle somme 
ie lui dontfe pleine et entiere quittance au moyen de quel payement je desiste dc tous les droits, et titres, 
et possessions, que jai sur la dite terre, sans en rien retenir ni reserver, je les vend, cedé, quitte et trans- 
porte, au dit Antoine Dejarlaix, pour lui les siens ou ayant causes, enjouer en disposer, vendre, aliener, & 
sa volonté comme proprieté, 4 lui appartenante. Les presente vente faite et passée, sans aucun recours 
quelconques m’obligeant sentement de la ratifier pardevant un juge competant dans le cas ou jen servais 
fait et passé 4 l'eau froide, le vingt et unieme jour du mois de Juillet, de l’an mil huit cent quatre. 
TISON. 
Temoins: J’QUEs DE St. VRAIN. 
Wituiam Nasu. 





L 


THIRD DEED, 


Je soussigné, Jacques de St. Vrain, et en presence des temoins soussignés, je reconnais avoir, vendu, 
cedé, quitte, transporte et abandonne, comme par les presentes je vend, cedé, quitte et transporte, au Sr. 
Antoine Dejarlaix, acquereur, pour lui les tiens ou ayant causes, la quantité de dix cents arpents de terre 
en superficié, lesquels dix cents arpents font partie d’une concession de huit cents arpents qui 4 été ac 
cordé au Sr. Joseph Departy par Dn. Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant gouverneur de la Haute 
Louisiane, en datte de cing de Mars, mil huit cent, et acquit par moi, Jacques de St. Vrain, du dit Sr. 
Departy, en datte du cing de Fevrier, mil huit quatre. La presente vente faite et passée pour le prix et 
somme de cent vingt gourdes, laquelle somme le Sr. Antoine Dejarlaix, in a presentement, payée comp- 
tant et pour laquelle somme je lui donne pleine et entiere quittance au moyen de quel payement je me 
desiste de tous les droits, et titres, et possessions, que j’ai sur la dite terre sans en rien retenir ni reserver, 
je les vend, cedé, quitte, et transporte, au dit Antoine Dejarlaix, pour lui les tiens au ayant causes en 
jouir en disposer, vendre, aliener 4 sa volonté et comme propriété 4 lui appartenante, la presente vente 
faite et passé sans aucun recours quelconques m’obligeant seulement de la ratifier pardevant un juge com- 
petant dans le cas ou j’en serais requis fait et passé a mon habitacion, le vingt et unieme jour du mois de 
Juillet, de l’'an mil huit cent quatre. 


ANTOINE x DEJARLAIX. 


Inarque. 


qu 
JACQUES Sr. VRAIN. 
Temoins: ALBert Trsov. 
: Wm. Nasu. 

Strate or Missourt, St. Louis, November 18, 1823. 
Truly copied from book B, page (504) five hundred and four and following, remaining in the office of 

the recorder of land titles for the present State of Missouri, of which I certify. “ 

M. P. 





M. 


FOURTH DEED. 


Je soussigné, Antoine Dejarlaix, en presence des temoins soussignés, reconnais avoir, vendu, cedé, 
quitte, transporté et abandonne, comme par ces presentes je vend, quitte, transporte et abandonne, au Sr. 
William Nash, acquereur, la quantité de huit cent arpents de terre en superficie, lesquels huit cent arpents 
proviement d’une concession qui 4 été accordé par Dn. Chs. Dehault Delassus, lt. gouvr. de la Haute 
Louisiane, au Sr. Joseph Departy, en datte du cing Mars, de l’an mil huit cent, les dits huit cent arpents 
de terre, nous provenant d’une part, du Sr. Jacques de St. Vrain, qui en 4 acquit dix cents arpents de 
terre, du Sr. Joseph Departy, et m’en 4 passé la vente en datte du dix huit Juillet, de ’'an mil huit cent 
quatre, d’autre part du Sr. Albert Tison, qui en 4 acquit deux cents arpents du Sr. Departy, m’en a passé 
la vente en datte du vingt de l’an mil huit cent quatre, laquelle, quantité formant ensemble huit cent 
arpents reunien un seul titre, en vertu de quoi la presente vente est faite et passée, pour le prix et somme 
de deux cent gourdes, laquelle somme le Sr. William Natche m’a présentement payée comptant et pour 
laquelle somme je lui donne pleine et entiére quittance au moyen de quel payement je me desiste de touts 
le droits, titre, action, propriété, que j’ai sur Ja dite terre sans en rien retenir ni reserver, je lui donne 
pleine et entiére quittance au moyen de quel payement je me désiste de touts les droits, titre, action, pro- 
priété, que j’ai sur la dite terre sans en rien retenir ni reserver je les vend, cedé, quitte et transporte, au 
Sr. William Natche, pour lui les siens ou ayant cause en jouer, disposer, vendre ou aliener, a sa volonté 
comme propriété 4 lui appartenante. La presénte vente faite en passée sans aucun recours, m’obligeant 
sentement de la ratifier pardevant un juge competant aussitot que j’en serai requis, fait et passé 4 Peau 
froide, le vingt uniéme jour du mois de Juillet, de l’'an mil huit cent quatre. 

ANTOINE DEJARLAIX. 

Antone Dec. 

Apert Tison. 

JACQUES DE St. Vrain. 

Sr. Louis, Missouri, November 8, 1823. 


Truly copied from book B, page (505) five hundred and five and following, remaining in the office of 


the recorder of land titles for the present State of Missouri, of which I certify. 
‘ M. P. LEDUC. 
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Layo Orrice, Franklin, Missouri, December 11, 1823. 


We do hereby certify that Shadrach Barnes, James Barnes, and William Taylor, of Howard county, 
Missouri, applied for the purchase, by right of pre-emption, of fractional section No. 6, and part of frac- 
tional section No. 5, in fractional township No. 48 (N. M.) of range No. 16 west of the fifth principal 
meridian; and that, in support of their claim, they produce satisfactory evidence of having inhabited and 
cultivated said land prior to April 12, 1814; and that a certificate of purchase would have been granted 
them had it not appeared on the maps that the greater part of said fractional sections were covered by a 
Spanish grant claimed by William Nash under Joseph Deputy. 

JOHN MILLER, Register. 


T. A. SMITH, Receiver. 





No. 8. 


GenerAL Lanp Orrice, December 30, 1823. 


Sm: Your letter of , transmitting evidence in support of the claims of J. Barnes and others to 
a pre-emption right in townships 48 and 49 north, of range 16 west, and tending to invalidate the claim of 
William Nash, under Joseph Deputy, to the same land, as a Spanish grant, required by my letter of the 
20th September last to S. Barnes, was received on the 24th instant. 

When I give a decision on the claim I wish to have all the evidence before me, and I have therefore 
requested the recorder of land titles to furnish me with copies of all the papers in his office in relation to 
the claim of Mr. Nash; and I will thank you to furnish me with all the evidence you may wish to have 
taken in consideration when the decision is made, in addition to what has already been received. 

Any evidence furnished prior to the 1st of April next will then be examined. 

I am, sir, 





GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hamitron R. Game, Esq., St. Louis, Missouri. 





GeneraL Lanp Orricr, December 30, 1823. 


Sir: I will thank you to furnish me with copies of all the papers in your office in relation to the claim 
of William Nash, under Joseph Deputy, for 800 arpents, situated in townships 48 and 49 north, of range 
16 west, as soon as convenient. 

Iam, &c., 


GEO. GRAHAM. 
Freperick Bates, Esq., Recorder of Land Titles in St. Louis, Missouri. 








No. 9. 


Orrice oF THE RecorpER oF Lanp Titxs, Sf. Lowis, January 26, 1824. 


Sir: I send, as required by your letter of 30th ultimo, copies of all the papers in the claim of William 
Nash, under Joseph Deputy. The proceedings of the late commissioners will be found, page 326 of the 
registry of rejections, in the General Land Office. When, under the act of Congress, of April 12, 1814, I 
took up this claim for examination, it appeared to me that the board had given authenticity to the survey 
as having been made in proper time; and it was selected under that act for confirmation. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
FREDERICK BATES. 

Hon. Grorce Granam, Commissioner of General Land Office. 


Record Book B, page 502, and following. 


William Nash claims 800 arpents of land situated in the district of St. Charles, on the river Missouri, 
granted to Joseph Departy, by Dn. Carlos Dehault Delassus, March 5, 1800; 200 arpents aforesaid to James 
St. Vrain, and the remainder to Albert Tison, by said Tison and St. Vrain to Antoine Dejarlais, and by 
him assigned to this claimant. 


Dn. Cs. Dehault Delassus, lieut. gouverneur de la Haute Louisiane: 


MonsiEvr: Joseph Departy 4 ’honneur ae vous exposer que résidant dans ce pays depuis longtems, il 
désire y former un établissement; en conséquence il 4 recours aux bontes de ce gouvernement pour qu'il 
vous plaise lui concéder un morceau de terre de huit cent arpents de superficie aprendre sur la terre vacantes 
du domaine du Roy, dans lendroit qui pariatra le plus convenable aux intérets de votre supt, qui ose 
espérer cette grace de votre justice. St. Louis, le 3 Mars, 1800. 


JOSEPH + DEPARTY. 


marque 


Sy. Luts pe Inuotrs, 5 de Marzo, 1800. 


Como estamos asegurados que el supte. tiene los medios suficientes para hacer valer los tierras que 
solicita, le concedo para el y sus herederos la tierra que solicita si no perjudicie 4 nadie. Y el agrimensor, 
Dn. Antonio Soulard, pondra el interesado en posesion de la cantidad de tierra que pide en un sitio vacante 
del dominiv real, logue evacuado formara plano entregando 4 la parte este y certificacion para que le sirva 
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4 obtener el titulo en forma del Sor. intendente general, a qui en corresponde privativamente por real 


orden el repartir y conceder toda clase de tierras, &ca. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Je soussigné, Joseph Departy, sous ma marque ordinaire, et en presence de temoins soussigné, 
reconnais avoir vendu, cedé, quitté, transporté et abandonné, comme par ces présentes je vends, cede, 
quitte, transporte et abandonne, au Sieur Jacques Lassus de St. Vrain, tous les droits, titres, actions, 
possessions, et proprietés que j’ai sur la concession de terre ci-dessus pour lui enjouir, disposer, vendrez 
ou aliéner, a sa volonté ses héritiers ou ayant causes, aux clauses et conditions que le dit Sr. Jge. Lassus 
de St. Vrain en fairee faire l’arpentage a ses fraix et dépens pour son compte et risque, qu’il fera tous les 
fraix 4 ce nécessaire et qe’il me donnera deux cents arpents de terre en superficie de la dite concession 
quitte et nete de toutes depense, les quels deux cents arpents je prendrai dans le lieu ou la dite concession 
aura été arpentée sans ce pendant nuire en aucune maniére au reste de la dite concession, et pour ce les 
dits deux cents arpents seront designés sue le plan figuratif par une ligne que I’on tirera sur l’un des cotes 
du dit plan: fait et passé 4 St. Louis des Illinois le cing du mois de Fevrier, de l’an mil huit cent quatre. 

sa 
JOSEPH + DEPARTY. 
marque. 

Temoins: ALBert Tison. 

Wiuiam Nasu. 
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I do certify that the above survey, stated in plat to be made by me in the month of February, 
1804, according to the decree of the lieutenant governor, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated March 5, 
1800, which I will attest wherever need shall require. 

R. L. NASH, D. 8S. 


Received for record. St. Louis, February 28, 1806. 
ANTOINE SOULARD, S. G. T. L. 


Je soussigné, Joseph Departy, sous ma marque ordinaire, et en presence du témoin soussigné recon 
nais avoir, vendu, cede, quitté, transporté et abandonné, comme par ce present je vends, cede, quitte, 
transporte, et abandonne, des 4 présent comme pour toujours au Sr. Albert Tison, acquéreur pour lui les 
siens ou ayant causes la quantité de deux cents arpents de terre en superficie, lesquels deux cents arpents 
font partie d’une concession de huit cents arpents qui m’a été accordé par D. Chs. Dehault Delassus, It. gr. 
de la Haute Louisiane, en datte du cing Mars de I’an mil huit cent, partie de laquelle concession j’ai vendu 
au Sr. Jques. Lassus de St. Vrain qui en 4 la titre m’etant cette quantité de deux cents arpents pour 
enjouir, &c., 4 ma volonté en vertu se quoi la presente vente est faite et passée pour le prix et somme de 
soixante et dix piastres, laquelle somme le dit Sr. Albert Tison m’a présentement payée comptant et pour 
laquelle somme je lui donne pleine et entiere quittance, au moyen de quel payement je me désiste, reméts, 
renonce et abandonne tous les droits, titres, actions, possession et proprieté, que j’ai sur la dite terre sans 
en rien retenir ni reserver, je les vends, céde, quitte et transporte, au dit Albert Tison, pour par lui les 
siens ou ayant causes, enjouir, disposer, vendre au aliener, 4 sa volonté et comme propriété a lui appar- 
tenant, promettant et m’obligeant de ratifier la presente vente, pardevant un juge compétant aussitot que 
yen serai requis: fait et passé & St, Ferdinand, le vingt jour du mois de Juillet, de lan mil huit cent huit 
cent quatre. 


JOSEPH x DEPARTY. 


. marque. 
Temoins: Jag. St. VRAIN. 
Wma. Nasu. 
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Je soussigné, Albert Tison, et en présence des temoins soussignés, reconnais avoir, vendu, cedé, 
quitté, transporté et abandonné, comme par les presentes je vends, cedé, quitte et transporte, au Sr. 
Antoine Dejarlaix, acquéreur pour lui les siens ou ayant causes la quantité de deux cents arpents de terre 
en superficie, lesquels deux cents arpents font partie d’une concession de huit cents arpents qui 4 été 
accordée au Sr. Joseph Departy par Dn. Charles Delassus, lieutenant gouvernecur de la Haute Louisiane 
en datte du cing de Mars, mil huit cent, et acquit par moi, Albert Tison, du Sr. Joseph Departy en datte 
du vingt de Juillet, de ’année mil huit cent quatre la presente vente, faite et passée pour le prix et somme 
de soixante et dix piastres gourdes laquelle somme le Sr. Antoine Dejarlaix m’a présentement payée 
comptant et pour laquelle somme je lui donne pleine et entiere quittance, au moyen de quel payement je 
me désiste, de tous les droits, et titres, et possessions, que j’ai sur la dite terre sans en rien retenir ni 
réserver je les vends, cede, quitte, et transporte au dit Antoine Dejarlaix, pour lui les siens ou ayant 
causes, enjouir, en disposer, vendre, aliener, « sa volonté comme propriété 4 lui appartenante la présente 
vente faite et passée sans aucun recours quelconques m’obligeant seulement de la ratifier devant un juge 
compétant dans le cas ou j’en serais requis. Fait et passé 4 l'eau froide, le vingt et unieme jour du mois 
de Juillet, de ’année mil huit cent quatre. 

ALBERT TISON. 


Temoins: Jags. DE St. VRAIN. 
Wa. Nasu. 


Je soussigné, Jacques St. Vrain, et en présence des temoins soussignés, je reconnais avoir, vendu, 
cedé, quitté, transporté et abandonné, comme par le present je vends, cedé, quitte, et transporte au Sieur 
Antoine Dejarlaix acquereur pour lui les tiens ou ayant causes, la quantité de six cents arpents de terre 
en superficie, lesquels six cents arpents font partie d’une concession de huit cents arpents qui a été 
accordée au Sr. Joseph Departy par Dn. Chs. Dehault Delassus, lieut. gov. de la Haute Louisiane en datte 
du cing Mars mil huit cent et aquit par moi, Jaq. de St. Vrain, du dit Sr. Departy en datte du cing de 
Fevrier, de mil huit quatre, la presente vente faite et passée pour le prix et somme de cent vingt gourdes, 
laquelle somme le Sr. Antoine Dejarlais m’a presentement payée comptant et pour laquelle somme je lui 
donne pleine et entiere quittance au moyen de quel payement, je me désiste de tous les droits, et titre, et 
possessions que j’ai sur la dite terre sans en rien retenir ni reserver, je les vends, cede, quitte, et trans- 
porte au dit Antoine Dejarlaix, pour lui les siens ou ayant causes enjouir, en disposer, vendre, aliener 4 sa 
volonté et comme propriété 4 lui appartenante la presente vente faite et passée sans aucun recours quel- 
conque m’obligeant seulement de la ratifier devant un juge competant dans le cas ou j’en serais requis. 
Fait et passé 4 mon habitation, le vingt et uniéme jour du mois de Juillet, de l'année mil huit cent quatre. 


ANTOINE X DEJARLAIS. 


marque. 
JACQUES ST. VRAIN. 
Temoins: ALBERT TIson. 
Wma. Nasu. 


Je soussigné, Antoine Déjarlaix, en présence des temoins soussignés, reconnais avoir, vendu, cedé, 
quitté, transporté et abandonne, comme par ces presentes je vends, cegdé, quitte, transporte et abandonne, 
au Sieur Wm. Nash, acquereur la quantité de huit cents arpents de terre en superficie, lesquels huit 
cents arpents proviement d’une concession qui 4 été accordée par Dn. Charles Dehault Delassus, It. gov. 
de la Haute Louisiane, au Sr. Joseph Departy en datte du cing Mars de l’an mil huit cent, les dits huit 
cents arpens de terre me provenant d’une part du Sr. Jacques St. Vrain qui en 4 acquit six cents arpents 
de terre du Sr. Joseph Departy et m’en & passé la vente en datte du dix huit Juillet, de ’an mil huit cent 
quatre, d’autre part du Sr. Albert Tyson, qui en 4 acquit deux cents arpents du Sr. Departy m’en 4 passé 
la vente en datte du vingt de l’an mil huit cent quatre, laquelle quantité formant ensemble huit cents 
arpents reunis en un seul titre, en vertu de quoi la présente vente et faite et passée pour le prix et somme 
de deux cent gourdes, laquelle somme le Sr. William Natche m’a présentement payé comptant et pour 
laquelle somme je lui donne pleine et entiere quittance, au moyen du quel payement je me désiste de tous 
les droits, titres, actions, propriété, que j’ai sur la dite terre sans en rien retenir ni reserver, je lui donne 
pleine et entiéré quittance, au moyen de quel payement je me désiste de tous les droits, titres, actions, 
propriétés, que j’ai sur la dite terre sans en rien retenir en reserver, je les vends, cede, quitte, et trans- 
porte au Sieur William Natche, pour lui les siens ou ayant causes enjouir, disposer, vendre au aliener & 
sa volonté, comme propriété a lui appartenante, la presente vente, faite et passé sans aucun recours, 
m’obligeant seulement de la ratifier par devant un juge competant assistot que j’en serai requis. Fait et 
passé a l’eau froide, le vingt uniéme jour du mois de Juillet, de ’an mil huit cent quatre. 

ANTOINE DEJARLAIX. 

Temoins: ALBERT Tison. 

Jacques DE Sr. Vrain. 


Minute Book No. 2, page 5. 
SerremBer 16, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: the Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, 
and James L. Donalson, esquires. 

William Nash, assignee of Joseph Deputy, claiming 800 arpents of land, situate on the Missouri, 
district of St. Charles, produces a concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated March 5, 1800, and a survey 
of the same taken in February, 1804, and certified February 28, 1806, together with a deed of transfer of 
the same, dated February 5, 1804. 

David Delaunay, being duly sworn to give true answers, &c., says that he believes he wrote the 
aforesaid decree or concession; that he was in the habit of writing several of them, but cannot positively 
say when the aforesaid was written. 

The board reject this claim, and require further proof. 


Minute Book 4, page 511. 
Wepnespay, September 27, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
. . . > . . . . a . ° NJ if .. 
William Nash, assignee of Antoine Dejarlaix, assignee of Albert Tison, assignee of Jacque St. Vrain, 
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assignee of Joseph Deputy, claiming 800 arpents of land. (See book No. 2, page 5.) It is the opinion of 
the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. 


OrriceE oF Recorper or Lanp Tirttzs, St. Louis, January 26, 1824. 
I certify that the above and foregoing records and minutes are truly copied from the books of the 


late commissioners. 
FREDERICK BATES. 
VOLUME II. 


Report of the opinions of the recorder of land titles for the Territory of Missouri, &c. Confirmations of con- 
cessions, orders or warrants of survey, principally under the act of Congress of April 12, 1814. 




















| | | | 
Concession, warrant or Survey. Claimants. | Land claimed. Situation. Acts of Opinions of the recorder.) Page of 
order of survey. | “ownership. | report. 
| | | o——— 
. | ‘ 
C. D. Delassus, L. S....,) Mar. 5,1800 | William Nash, under | 800 atpents..| Missouri, county uf St. |........ee08- | Confirmed, 800 arpents. | 326 
| Joseph Deputy. | Charles. 
This second volume, containing confirmations of concessions, order or warrants of survey, principally under act of Congress of April 12, 1814, and 


forming a part of the general report, respectfully submitted. 
FREDERICK BATES. 


Wasuineton City, February 2, 1816. 
Hon. Jost1an Meics, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 


Rejections of the board of commissioners at St. Louis, page 326. 


“William Nash, assignee of Antoine Dejarlais, assignee of Albert Tison, assignee of Jacque St. 
Vrain, assignee of Joseph Deputy, claiming 800 arpents of land, situated on the Missouri, district of 
St. Charles, produces to the board a concession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated March 
5, 1800, and a survey of the same taken in February, 1804, and certified February 28, 1806, together with 
a deed of transfer of the same, dated November 5, 1803.” 


Testimony taken September 16, 1806. 


“David Delauney, sworn, says that he believes he wrote the aforesaid decree or concession; that he 
was in the habit of writing several of them, but cannot positively say when the aforesaid was written.” 

“ September 22, 1810.—Present: Lucas, Penrose, and Bates, commissioners. It is the opinion of the 
board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. September 16, 1806, the board require further proof.” 





No. 10. 


Frankuin, Missouri, January 1, 1824. 


Str: Sometime since some papers were transmitted to the General Land Office for a patent to Ira 
Nash for 800 arpents of land in townships Nos. 48 and 49 north, and range 16 west, including the town 
of Franklin. I have since been informed that a caveat has been filed by Shadrach Barnes against the 
issuing of the patent to Nash, setting forth in his caveat that he (Barnes) has had a pre-empticn granted 
him for the same land. I beg leave to refer you to a report made by the register aud receiver at Franklin 
to your office in 1819 of all the pre-emptions claimed, granted, and rejected in the Howard land district. 
You will there find S. Barnes’ pre-emption rejected. If they conceived it their duty to report his case at 
all, for I know they told him they had no power to act upon his case at all, as he had thought proper to 
withdraw his application for the land where he resided, and applied for adjoining lands, which were 
surveyed and laid down upon the maps as private lands. Barnes did know, for years before any pre- 
emption laws passed, that this Spanish grant was located there. Nash gave him notice of it. I trust, 
sir, the patent will not be longer withheld, as a greater delay in issuing the patent under the Spanish 
grant will produce serious damages to a multiplicity of the purchasers and sellers of lots in the town of 
Franklin. They have been sold by the purchasers under the grant, with bonds to make title by a given 
time; and as the time has arrived, in most instances, for the titles to be made, the purchasers prefer 
getting back their money, as the property has failen, and are suing for the recovery on the grounds that 
title cannot be made in fee simple without a patent first issuing from the United States. I am interested 
in the patenting of the grant, which I beg leave to offer to you as my apology for addressing you upon 
this subject. 

Iam, with great respect, your very obedient, humble servant, 
TAYLOR BERRY. 

Grorce Granay, Esq., 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 





No. 11. 
WasuineTon, January 15, 1824. 


The enclosed was received by me to-day. The object is the patent, as appears by the letter of one of 
the claimants, upon the supposition that Mr. Barnes’ claim to a pre-emption right has not been sustained. 


Respectfully, 
DAVID BARTON. 
ComMISsIONER OF GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 


VOL. IV 106 ¢ 
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Claim No. 1,725.—Surveyed for William Nash, under Joseph Deputy, 800 arpents of land, beginning 
at a post on the north bank of the Missouri river, opposite an island from which a black walnut, 16 inches 
diameter, bears N. 76° W., 68 links, and a 15 in diameter, bears N, 49° E. 48 links; thence N. 12° 
W., at 78 chains 54 links, intersected the township line between townships Nos. 48 and 49 N., range 16 
W., 27 chains 48 links E. of the township corner, on the line between ranges 16 and 17, W. 116°, 64 
chains, set a post from which a hackberry, 15 inches diameter, bears N. 33° E., 12 links, and a hackberry, 
20 inches diameter, bears S. 38° W., 70 links; thence N. 78° E., 46 chains 4 links, the line between sections 
31 and 32, township No. 49 N., range 16 W., 8 chains 20 links N. of quarter-section corner 58 chains 32 
links, a hackberry 10 inches diameter, corner, from which a live-oak, 12 inches diameter, by 8. 87° W., 18 
links, and an ash, 6 inches diameter, bears N. 59° E., 9 links; thence S. 12° E., 51 chains, intersected the 
south boundary of section 32, 17 chains 84 links west of quarter-section corner, 116 chains 64 links, set 
a post in the edge of drowned land, from which a hackberry, 10 inches diameter, bears N. 57° E., 27 links, 
and an ash, 14 inches diameter, bears S. 64° W., 27 links; thence S. 78°, W. 36° 48’, intersected the line 
between sections 5 and 6, 7 chains 67 links north of the corner on the river, 59 chains 83 links in the 
beginning. 

Surveyed by— HORATIO CHRIESMAN, D. S. 





Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, November 17, 1823. 


I certify the within to be a true copy of the survey on record in this office. 
WILLIAM RECTOR. 


* 


Strate or Missouri, County of St. Louis: 


William Milburn, being duly sworn, on his oath, sayeth that in August, 1818, he was a clerk in the 
office of the surveyor of United States lands in Illinois and Missouri, and that as clerk in said office, 
and a duly commissioned and authorized deputy surveyor, he did, by the authority and under the direction 
of said surveyor, examine the surveys of the several private claims in the district of Howard, among which 
was one of 800 arpents, confirmed to William Nash, under Joseph Deputy, No. 1,725, in township Nos. 48 
and 49 north, range 16 west; that I was furnished with an authenticated copy of the confirmation of said 
claim, as certified to said surveyor by the United States recorder of land titles for the Missouri Territory; 
and that, after examining the survey of said claim, as executed by Horatio Chriesman, and comparing it 
with the confirmation, I did believe that it had been by him surveyed on the ground where it originally 
was; that I found natural marks, such as are called for in the confirmation; and that, in tracing the lines, 
there were trees with ancient notches or blazes which appeared to have been made ten or fifteen years 
previous; and that I examined the connexion with the section lines and found it to be as stated in the 


foregoing survey. 
WILLIAM MILBURN. 


Sworn to and subscribed November 19, 1825, before me. 
T. C. TURNER, J. P. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Howard, ss: 


Before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace within and for the county aforesaid, on this third 
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, personally appears 
Ira P. Nash, who, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That about the year eighteen hundred and 
four he was authorized by the Spanish government to locate and survey lands belonging to individuals 
under the said government, and return the survey of lands so made to the surveyor general of the Spanish 
government at St. Louis; and that he did, in or about that year, locate and survey the claim of one Joseph 
Deputy, for William Nash, of eight hundred arpents on the Missouri river, opposite a willow island, and 
made return of the said survey to the surveyor general at St. Louis, agreeably to the views of the Spanish 
government at that time. He further deposes that about the year eighteen hundred and seventeen he was called 
on by a deputy surveyor under the government of the United States, by the name of Horatio Chrisman, to show 
the beginning of the survey so made, as aforesaid, by him, for Joseph Deputy, at the time and in the manner 
aforesaid, and that he did go with the said Horatio Chrisman and showed him the beginning corner; and 
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that, after tracing the line some little distance, a certain Shadrach Barnes, in company with others, stopped 
the said surveyor, H. Chrisman, and utterly refused by force to let him pass through their improvements, 
and that the survey on the opposite page of this sheet is conformable to the original survey made and 
returned by him as aforesaid in or about the year 1804. 

I. P. NASH. 


In April, 1811, I was at the improvement of Shadrach Barnes where he now lives. I then told his son 
that they were on William Nash’s land, and showed the beginning, &c., &c. 
I, P. NASH. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, Augustus Storrs, a justice of the peace as aforesaid, on the day 
and year first above written, both as to the body of this affidavit and the continuation thereto. 
AUGUSTUS STORRS, J. P. =. C. 





No. 12. 


Treasury Departurnt, General Land Office, January 16, 1824. 


Si: Yours of yesterday, enclosing a survey of the claim of William Nash, under Joseph Deputy, has 
been received. 
As the claim of S. Barnes and others to the same land has not been decided, it would be improper to 
issue a patent to Mr. Nash at present. 
Iam, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. D. Barton, Senate. 





‘ No. 13. 


Frankun, Missouri, July 1, 1824. 


Sir: I have heretofore transmitted to your department a statement of the evidence in support of the 
claim of myself and others to a pre-emption right in townships 48 and 49 north, and range 16 west of the 
fifth principal meridian, and also, as I conceive, conclusive testimony to invalidate the claim of William 
Nash, under Joseph Deputy, to the same land. It is important to myself, and to those who are similarly 
situated with me, that a decision should be had in your department as soon as possible as to the merits of 
those claims. I am fully convinced that the only object of my opponents is to obtain a patent from the 
government which at law would give them an advantage over me, and compel me, finally, to resort to a 
tedious and expensive chancery proceeding in order to establish my title to the land in question; if a patent 
should be issued to me I am convinced that they would give up the contest. It will be seen, by a reference 
to the papers, that the claim of Nash was rejected by the board of commissioners for non-compliance with 
the law of Congress making particular requisitions as to the time in which such claims should be sur- 
veyed, and that the said claim was only confirmed by Congress with a number of others in 1816, upon 
a general recommendation of the recorder of land titles at St. Louis, three years after the law had passed 
granting the right of pre-emption to settlers upon public lands in the Territory of Missouri. I have been 
favored with the perusal of a letter from you, sir, to my attorney, H. R. Gamble, in which you expressed 
your willingness to have received further evidence on the subject prior to the Ist day of April last, on 
which day it was implied in your letter that a decision would be made on the evidence before you. Relying 
confidently on the testimony heretofore forwarded by me, I have forborne to offer any more, but awaited 
the decision which was to be made. As no information has yet reached me as to the result of that decision, 
I am again under the necessity of troubling you for information on the subject, and of urging a speedy 
determination upon my claim. If, however, any further evidence appears to be necessary in order to 
a correct decision, and if the points upon which that evidence is required are suggested to me by a letter 
from your department, it would afford me pleasure to produce it; and such a requisition will be punctually 
complied with. As I have adduced all the proof that I conceive to be necessary, I would be at a loss, in 
any other way, on what point to offer additional evidence. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
SHADRACH BARNES. 

Hon. Greorce Grauam, Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 





No. 14. 


General Lanp Orrice, August 17, 1824. 


GENTLEMEN: From certificates given by you, separately, it appears that pre-emption claims would have 

been granted to Shadrach Barnes, Joseph Barnes, and William Taylor, but that the lands claimed interfered 
-ith a private survey in the name of Joseph Deputy. 

On an examination of the papers which have been filed in this office, I am of opinion that the claim of 
the assignees of Joseph Deputy has not been confirmed, agreeably to the true intent and meaning of the 
act of April 12, 1814, under which they claim it to have been confirmed, and shall withhold a patent for 
the same; this claim, therefore, should not prevent Shadrach Barnes and others from obtaining their pre- 
emption certificates if they are now otherwise entitled to them. 

With great respect, 

GEO. GRAHAM. 
The Reeister and Receiver at Franklin, Missouri. 
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No. 15. 


GenerAL Lanp Orricr, August 17, 1824. 


Sir: I have informed the register and receiver of the land office at Franklin that I have declined to 
issue a patent to the assignees of Joseph Deputy, and that that claim ought not to prevent them from issuing 
certificates to 8S. Barnes and others, who claim the same land by pre-emption, if they are now otherwise 
entitled to certificates. 

I give you this information that the parties claiming under Deputy may take the necessary measures 
for trying the title to the land in a court of chancery, the proper tribunal for the final decision of the points 
in dispute between the parties. 

So far as the United States may be interested, the case may be decided under the provisions of the 
act of the last session. 

With great respect, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. — 
Taytor Berry, Esq., Franklin, Missouri. , 





No. 16. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, August 17, 1824. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the Ist July, I have to inform you that I have advised the register and 
receiver of the land office at Franklin that I have declined to issue a patent on the claim of the assignees 
of Joseph Deputy, and that that claim ought not to prevent them from issuing a certificate to you for your 
pre-emption if you now are otherwise entitled to it. 

The parties claiming under the assignees of Deputy will, I presume, institute the necessary proceeding 
in a court of chancery to try the right of title. 
Very respectfully, &c., . 

GEO. GRAHAM. 


Mr. Suapracu Barnes, Franklin, Missouri. 





No. 17. 


FRANKLIN, October 8, 1824. 


Sir: Your letter of August 17, in answer to mine of July 1, has been received. I immediately waited 
upon the register and receiver, and was informed by them that your instructions to them to issue me a 
certificate for my pre-emption had been received, but that they had declined acting upon them, as, in their 
opinion, you had transcended your legitimate authority in giving them. They say that while the claim of 
Joseph Deputy stands upon their maps, they are compelled by law to reserve the land from sale. 
They at the same time express it as their thorough conviction that the claim of Deputy is fraudulent, and 
it is only upon this matter of form they hesitate. They acknowledge your authority, however, as far as 
this, that if you will instruct them directly and pointedly to treat the claim of Deputy as a nullity, to 
issue without regard to that claim certificates of pre-emption to such persons settled on the tract as are 
entitled to them under the act of Congress, they will obey you. Now, it appears to me that your instruc- 
tions already given have been as pointedly and directly to that effect as you could possibly word them. 
In your letter to me you say “that you have advised the register and receiver of the land office at 
Franklin that you had declined to issue a patent on the claim of the assignees of Joseph Deputy, and that 
that claim ought not to prevent them from issuing to me a certificate, if I was entitled to it otherwise;” 
nevertheless, they seem to require that you should tell them to treat the claim of Deputy as a nullity, and 
to issue to me a certificate in the same manner as if that claim were not marked on their map. I know 
that the business of your department is very laborious and extensive, and feel reluctant again to trouble 
you on a subject which, compared to your weightier avocations, must appear trifling, but to me it is a 
matter of the first importance, independently of the pride I feel in asserting and vindicating those rights 
to which I feel conscious I am entitled. The most valuable part of my property depends upon the issue 
of this dispute. I am confident of eventually gaining it, but the possibility of losing it prevents me from 
making improvements that are necessary for the comfort of my family. I am old, too, and wish to be 
freed from legal difficulty as soon as possible. These considerations I hope will excuse the trouble I give 
you, and induce you to bestow your consideration again upon the matter. It is impossible that any 
prejudice can result to the assignees of Deputy by my obtaining a patent. If their claim is good, their 
remedy in a court of chancery is easy and certain; otherwise the dispute must be protracted for years. 
If it should meet your approbation, 1 would therefore request that you would issue to the register and 
receiver at this place such instructions as would authorize them (in their opinion) to give me my certifi- 
cate. I should feel grateful, in any event, if you would apprise me of your determination. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, &c., 
SHADRACH BARNES. 
Geo. Granam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


N. B.—The proof of my right to a pre-emption is irrefragable. The register and receiver express them- 
selves perfectly satisfied with it; it is only the interference with Deputy’s claim that creates any difficulty. 
Ss. B. 
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No. 18. 


Franky, Missouri, January 20, 1825. 


Sm: Your letter of November 9 came to hand, and was immediately laid before the register and 
receiver. I was aware that the register and receiver were the sole judges of what proof was sufficient 
to entitle an individual to a pre-emption right, and must have been misunderstood if you supposed I wished 
your department to assume that right; all I wished was that you should order them to disregard the 
claim of Deputy’s assignees, and to grant me a certificate if my proof was sufficient to fulfil the requisi- 
tions of the pre-emption law. This 1 think you did in the order you had previously issued, but the register 
and receiver seemed to think your instructions did not amount to that. My cbject was, therefore, to 
elicit such an order (to that effect merely) as would be beyond the reach of cavil or objection. You 
observe, at the conclusion of your letter, that if the register and receiver would make out a special report 
of the case you would lay it before the Attorney General for his opinion; no alternative could have been 
more agreeable to me, if it could have been carried into effect; but to this there are insuperable difficuities. 
To make a report of the case the register and receiver would have had to give the foundation and grounds 
upon which Deputy’s claim rests, and as the evidences of that title are in the office of the recorder of land 
titles, they would have had to assume data of which they are officially ignorant. Upon this ground they 
declined to make such report. 

I have, however, I imagine, obtained such testimonials from them as will overcome any further difficulty 
in the issuing of a patent by your department for the land included in my pre-emption claim, which testi- 
monials are herewith transmitted to you. The paper marked No. 1 is a certificate of the register and 
receiver that the proof of my right to pre-emption is full and satisfactory to them, and goes on to show, 
as the reason for their withholding my certificate of purchase, that the land is covered with a Spanish 
grant, which grant, being laid down on their plat, precludes them from acting upon it. This certificate 
was given with a view that your department might be informed officially that they, the register and 
receiver, had determined upon the sufficiency of my proof to the land claimed by me, so that you could 
issue a patent without making yourself a judge of the sufficiency of my proof. On the back of the certifi- 
cate is a receipt of the receiver that I have paid the amount of money for the land if my claim should 
be confirmed; this was necessary, in order that all the requisitions of the law should be fulfilled before I 
could ask a patent of your department. No. 2 is a survey in which my claim is laid down under the 
direction of the register and receiver, with a field note on the margin showing its boundaries, and a 
certificate at the bottom in which the amount of acres is certified. This survey was made and is certified 
by Jeremiah Rice, a deputy surveyor, by authority of the surveyor general. It shows the quantity to be 
194.86 acres, which agrees with the amount of money paid in at the rate of $125 per acre, which the 
register and receiver have determined is all they can now receive for pre-emption rights, as the minimum 
price of land has been reduced to that. The paper marked No. 3 is a certified copy of two applications 
made by me to the register and receiver, the first of which was withdrawn by their leave, inasmuch as it 
called for the two small fractions which, by reference to the accompanying plat, you will observe lay south 
and east of my claim: these fractions have been subsequently granted by pre-emption right to Amos 
Barnes and William Ridgway’s assignees. 

The second application calls for all the land applied for in the first, excepting the two fractions 
aforesaid, and being under the impression that there were not 160 acres (the quantity to which I was 
entitled) in the tract laid down on the accompanying plat as my claim, I applied further for an adjoining 
quarter of section six, instead of the two fractions aforesaid. The subsequent survey has shown, however, 
that there is in the land marked as my claim even more than 160 acres, to wit: 194.86 acres. The 
register and receiver have, therefore, properly restricted me to the tract marked on the plat. These appli- 
cations are sent with no other view than to put you in possession of as many of the facts in the case as 
possible. They are certified as true copies by the register and receiver. 

Upon these premises I ask of your department to grant me a patent for the land marked on the plat 
(herewith transmitted) as my claim. The register and receiver, declining to act in accordance with your 
instruction for the reason mentioned in their enclosed certificate, have advised this course, and I adopt it 
with confidence. 

The case presents this view: Your department has decided that the claim of Deputy’s assignees is 
invalid and void. The testimonials upon which that decision was made are in’your possession; a patent 
for their claim (you have observed in your letter to me) will not be issued; the enclosed certificate of the 
register and receiver shows that they have judged of my proof and found it to be entirely satisfactory; 
the receipt of the receiver shows that I have paid for the land; the accompanying plat shows (of which 
they have a counterpart) the boundaries, and defines the land, with the quantity of acres. I have com- 
plied, therefore, with every requisition of the law. Your department, then, having decided the claim of 
Deputy to be fraudulent, and that claim being the only obstacle to the attainment of my title, I think, 
with deference, that there can no longer be any reason for not issuing me a patent. 

I might draw arguments from the peculiar hardship which attends my situation, but, resting my case 
solely upon its merits, I shall only observe there is no hope that Deputy’s assignees will ever bring a 
suit to determine the dispute. They have sold and executed title bonds for a number of out-lots comprised 
in my claim for which they have received the money; they know their claim to be fraudulent, and that 
whenever it comes to a trial it will be declared so; they will then have to refund the money which they 
have received so iniquitously; they will not on that account sue me, and if a patent is not granted to me 
they can practice such fraud with impunity. They have heretofore sued me, and although in possession 
of every title of evidence relating to their claim they would not suffer the case to go to the jury, but took 
a non-suit; they have licensed individuals to use timber off the land until it is now entirely destroyed. 
My title being merely equitable, I can do nothing, and have no other remedy but applying for my title 
papers to your department. If it was their object to have the dispute ended they could do so at once, as 
our statute authorizes actions of ejectment upon surveys and concessions; but their wish is to procrasti- 
nate the result as long as possible; and under these circumstances I am compelled to submit, without 
any means of redress, to all the grievances I have mentioned. Tendering my sincere thanks for the atten- 
tion you have been so kind as to give to my former solicitations, I conclude with a confident hope it will 

be continued to me again. 

Your obedient servant, SHADRACH BARNES. 
Hon. Geo. Granam,- Commissioner General Land Office. 
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CERTIFICATE No. l. 


We certify that the proof established by Shadrach Barnes does establish, to our satisfaction, the fact 
of his having inhabited and cultivated as the law required to have secured to him the right of pre-emption 
had not the land claimed by him been covered by a Spanish claim in the name of Joseph Deputy; which 
claim, whether valid or otherwise, having been laid down on the plat furnished us by the surveyor general 
has precluded us from acting on the subject. 

Certified January 13, 1824. 

T. A. SMITH, Receiver. 
JOHN MILLER, Register. 


I certify that Shadrach Barnes has deposited with me two hundred and forty-three dollars and fifty- 


cents to pay for the lands claimed by him as a pre-emption right if his claim should be confirmed. 
T. A. SMITH. 


January 138, 1825. 
No. 2.—Showing the quantity and boundaries of Shadrach Barnes’ pre-emption right. 
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Beginning at southeast corner of Deputy’s Spanish grant; thence north 78° west, on the line of said 
Spanish grant, 64 chains and 53 links, to township line; thence north 88° west, on said township line, 20 
chains and 89 links, to the corner of sections five and six, fractional township 48 north, range 16 west; 
thence south, on said line, 72 chains and 11 links, to intersect the line of said Spanish grant; thence on 
said line to the place of beginning. 

This may certify that I surveyed the above tract of land, marked Shadrach Barnes, sr., on January 6, 
1825, and find its contents to be 194.86 acres; the chainmen being duly sworn according to law. 

JEREMIAH RICE, Deputy Surveyor of the United States. 

Pur Barnes, ABRAHAM Barnes, Chainmen. 


COPY OF PAPER NO. 3. 


To the register and receiver of the land office for the Franklin district, at Franklin, December 29, 1818: 


I apply for the purchase of the southeast fractional quarter of section six, and the fractional southeast 
quarter of section five, or the west half thereof, and an equal half of northeast fractional quarter of the same 
section five, and equal one-half of the northeast quarter of section five, and northwest quarter of section 
five, all in township forty-eight north of the base line, and in range sixteen west of the fifth principal 
meridian; and for all the land in said quarters surveyed, notwithstanding the location, appropriation, or 
survey of the Spanish claim, in the name of William Nash, on any part of the land thus claimed and 
applied for, by virtue of having inhabited and cultivated a tract of land in the Territory of Missouri, in 
the Franklin land district, and within the land applied for, and by not removing out of said Territory, by 
virtue of the act of Congress relative to pre-emption rights for said Territory, passed April 12, 1814, and 
the amendatory act thereto of April 29, 1816, and offers the following proof. 

SHADRACH BARNES. 


To the register and receiver of the land office, Howard county, Missouri Territory, March 19, 1819: 

The memorial of Shadrach Barnes, of said county and Territory aforesaid, respectfully showeth: 
That his original application for purchase by pre-emption calls for a part of fractional section five, in 
range sixteen, in fractional township forty-eight, (north of the Missouri river,) which lies east of Spanish 
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claim, which part of said section laying east of said Spanish claim your memorialist stands bound not 
to claim by virtue of his pre-emption; that part of said section five laying east of said claim is also 
claimed by William Ridgway and Amos Barnes by equal right of pre-emption; also a small fraction in 
said section five is equally claimed by said William and Amos, and all possessing and living thereon. I 
therefore request the privilege to withdraw my application of that part of said section which lays east of 
said Spanish claim; also to withdraw my application of the small fraction which lays south of said line 
in section five, and, in lieu thereof, beg leave to apply for the purchase of the southwest fractional quarter 
of fractional section six, in range sixteen, township forty-eight, west of the fifth principal meridian, and 
north of the Missouri river. 
SHADRACH BARNES. 


Recister’s Orrice, Franklin, January 19, 1825. 


We certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the original papers filed in this office. 
JOHN MILLER, Register. 
T. A. SMITH, Receiver. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, November 9, 1824. 


Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of October 8. The registers and receivers of 
the land office are the exclusive judges of the propriety of issuing certificates for pre-emption claims. 
With their rights I never meant to interfere. All that I intended to express in my letter to the register 
and receiver was, that the claim confirmed in the name of the assignees of Joseph Deputy was invalid, 
and, as a confirmed claim, should not prevent the issuing of a certificate to you, if you were otherwise 
entitled to a certificate; but whether you were entitled to a certificate was left to the register and 
receiver to decide, upon a review of the whole case, as well in relation to the law as the facts, and I 
cannot undertake to direct what that decision shall be. If they think proper to make a special report of 
the case to this office, it shall be submitted to the Attorney General for his opinion. 

I enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter addressed by me, to Taylor Berry, esq., in relation_to 
this claim. 

With great respect, &c., 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

Mr. Suapracu Barnes, Franklin, Missouri. 





No. 19. 


1. If the concession to Deputy has not been confirmed heretofore, it stands for confirmation now 
under the late act of Congress for adjusting land claims in Missouri, and is not subject to examination 
before any other tribunal. 

2. If not confirmed, the conduct of the register and receiver at Franklin, in receiving the testimony 
and money for a pre-emption claim upon it, is illegal and vexatious; the United States having no right to 
sell, or offer to sell, any unconfirmed claim till Congress shall decide upon its validity. See act of 1811. 

3. But the concession to Deputy is confirmed, and has been for eleven years. By the act of 1814 
all concessions are confirmed which did “appear,” by the “reports” of the commissioners, registers, or 
recorders of land offices, to possess certain requisites. The concessions in question did ‘appear’ by such 
“reports” to possess these requisites; it was therefore confirmed by Jaw, and is not reversible by any 
officer of the law. 

The withholding of the patent for eleven years has been almost ruinous to the holders, and I request 


that it may be issued immediately. 
THOMAS H. BENTON. 
Marcn 12, 1825. 





No. 20. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, March 15, 1825. 


Sim: The papers in the case of the assignees of Deputy to S. Barnes were submitted to you in August 
last, when you concurred in opinion with me that the evidence filed by Barnes justified the belief that 
the survey under which Deputy claimed had not been actually made, and that therefore a patent should 
be withheld. In consequence of that opinion, letters, of which the enclosed are copies, were addressed 
to the register, Mr. Barnes, and Mr. T. Berry, one of the assignees of Deputy. 

Colonel Benton lately applied for a patent to be issued to the assignees of Deputy, on the ground 
that the claim was confirmed by the Ist section of the act of April 12, 1814, and that the powers vested 
in the Commissioner of the General Land Office by the third section of that act did not authorize him to 
inquire into any fact in relation to the validity of the claim. In order that you may review your opinion, 
I enclose Colonel Benton’s memorandum, with an extract from the proceedings of the board of commis- 
sioners in relation to Deputy’s claim, and a letter from Mr. Bates, the recorder, stating the reason why he 
issued a certificate of confirmation in this case. These papers will be sufficient to enable you to decide 
whether the Commissioner of the General Land Office has a right to withhold a patent in this case, on the 
ground that the evidence filed in bar of the claim is such as to induce him to believe that the survey was 
not “actually made.” Should the opinion heretofore intimated by you remain unchanged, then another 
question will arise on which your opinion is requested. It is provided by the tenth section of the act 
passed February 11, 1811, (vol. 4, p. 326, U. S. Laws,) “ that, till after the decision of Congress thereon, 
no tract of land shall be offered for sale the claim to which has been, in due time, and according to law, 
presented to the recorder of land titles in the district of Louisiana, and filed in his office for the purpose 
of being investigated by the commissioners appointed for ascertaining the right of persons claiming 
lands in the Territory of Louisiana.” The claim of Deputy was thus filed and marked down in the public 
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surveys as a private claim. Admitting the fact that Deputy’s claim was not confirmed by the act of 1814, 
is it not reserved from sale by the act above alluded to? 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 
Wa. Wirt, Esq., Attorney General of the United States. 





No. 21. 


Orrice or THE Arrorney GENERAL, April 12, 1825, 


Sir: In relation to your questions which have grown out of the claim of the assignees of Joseph 
Deputy and Shadrach Barnes, I am of the opinion that the third section of the act of April 12, 1814, 
makes it your duty to examine whether the certificate of the recorder of land titles in Missouri in favor 
of the assignees of Deputy was fairly obtained according to the true intent and meaning of that act; and 
if it does not appear to your satisfaction to have been a case which comes fairly within the proper con- 
struction, and the true intent and meaning of the act, it is, im my opinion, within your power, and 
becomes your duty, to withhold the patent. 

On your second question I am of opinion that the land claimed by Deputy had better be reserved 
from public sale until he shall have had an opportunity of trying his title under the act of May 20, 1824; 
or, in case of his neglecting that course, until the limitation prescribed by the fifth section of that act 
shall bar the assertion of his claim under it. 

T have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. WIRT. 


Grorce Granam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 22. 


Sr. Louts, January 16, 1826. 


Sir: William Nash claims eight hundred arpents of land by the assignment of a concession made by 
the Spanish government to Joseph Deputy. This concession was located in townships forty-eight and 
forty-nine, range sixteen west. This concession was confirmed by the recorder and surveyor, by his order, 
under the direction of the surveyor general, which proceeding was afterwards reported to Congress, 
who, by a legislative act, approved all the proceedings of the recorder contained in said report, giving a 
complete title to Nash, claiming under Deputy. 

But the patent to this land has been withheld on account of a pretended right of one Barnes, who 
claims a pre-emption to the land covered by the concession—a claim without pretext of right, as will be 
shown by the following statement. 

A pre-emption right ought not to be acquired to this land under our laws, because it was not vacant, 
but had been previously, by the Spanish government, severed from the King’s domain, and had become 
private property before the aequirement of this country by the United States. All private property 
acquired, as well by the act of the government as the industrious enterprise of individuals, is protected 
by the treaty of cession. 

That this was a just and legitimate concession, and appropriated the land above described, is ascer- 
tained by the acts of the recorder and surveyor general, governmental officers appointed to act in this 
business, who adjudicated the right, and reported their proceedings and decision in favor of Nash to 
Congress, who, by solemn act, aflirm the proceedings and judgment. It may be urged that the land was 
fraudulently surveyed, but this could only be suggestion, and is negative as a cause for withholding the 
patent by the following reasons: the land was surveyed by an order of the recorder, under the superin- 
tendence of the surveyor general, a sworn oflicer; the survey returned ‘to the recorder, who confirms the 
claim according to the survey, and the claim, thus confirmed by metes and bounds, is by him reported to 
Congress, whose legislative act conveys all right of this government to that part of the public domain 
contained in said survey to William Nash, who claims under Joseph Deputy; for, on examination, you will 
find that the act of Congress refers specially to the books reported to that body, containing the proceedings 
of the recorder, in which this survey and information is contained. The correctness of the survey is further 
corroborated by the fact that the government has sold all the adjoining land; and if you had the power 
in the abstract, the acts of the government have produced such a state of things that you cannot now 
exercise the power; you cannot deprive bona fide purchasers of land acquired from the government, nor 
can you arbitrarily deprive Deputy of the land acquired from the Spanish authorities, sanctiond by ours. 
Nash is entitled to eight hundred arpents; and if the survey is inaccurate, and it can be corrected, he is 
entitled to the land sold by this government; for no reasonable form will hold that an inaccurate survey 
forfeits a right to land, especially when that inaccuracy is the fault of an officer of the government. But 
all difticulty in issuing the patent is removed by the indubitable fact that Barnes never was legally entitled 
to a pre-emption right. This land was surveyed and confirmed by the recorder in the year 1815, and 
reported to Congress, who approved his decision in 1816. Three years afterwards, in 1819, an act was 
passed giving pre-emption rights in that district of country where this land is situated. Previous to the 
passage of this act, the occupation of this land was a violation of policy and laws of the government, and 
the Executive of the United States had issued orders to the commander of the military stationed at Bell 
Foutain to remove the intruders, of which number Barnes was one, from that country. Thus, then, when 
this land was surveyed in 1815, and by that act appropriated to Nash, Barnes could have no pretence of 
title, no claim even to the generosity of the government. He was then an intruder in open violation of 
law, and ordered to be removed by military force. Government had exclusive title to the land environing 
Deputy’s concession, The land is as valuable one side as the other. If the survey was inaccurate, the 
government was not defrauded, for all the adjoining land has been sold, and the proceeds paid into the 
public treasury. But if this land had not been covered by Deputy’s concession, and appropriated previous 
































1826. ] CLAIMS IN MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS, ETC. 849 








— 


to 1819, and had continued a part of the public domain, Barnes was and is not entitled under the pre-emption 
laws to a pre-emption right. By the acts of Congress on the subject of pre-emption rights the claimant 
must furnish evidence to satisfy the register and receiver of the validity of his claim previous to the day 
when the said lands are to be exposed to sale under the President’s proclamation. There is no discretion 
left with the register and receiver. The time is prescribed within which the evidence is to be introduced 
and the claim made; and if all this is not accomplished within the appointed period, the claim is forfeited, 
and the land must be sold at public auction to the highest bidder. It will appear in your office that suffi- 
cient evidence was not produced by Barnes to establish his right previous to the day of sale, and that 
the register and receiver, in consequence of a deficiency in testimony, postponed a decision upon his appli- 
cation, and, during this postponement, have sold all the adjacent lands. These officers are special agents 
created by an act of Congress. The act creating defines their powers, and they can do nothing but what 
that act empowers them to do, and in the manner it directs. Barnes was bound to produce sufficient 
evidence previous to the day of sale. If he did not furnish sufficient testimony to establish his claim, that 
fact, appearing from his own showing, had no title, for his title springs out of the law, and must be made 
out according to the provisions of the law granting pre-emption, or the claim cannot exist. The register 
and receiver had no right to postpone a claim for the purpose of procuring further testimony in this case; 
and the postponement itself implies a decision within the legal period against Barnes, for, if there had 
been sufficient testimony, no postponement would have been required, but the pre-emption would have 
been granted. Then the conclusion is inevitable that Barnes has, within the period prescribed, established 
no claim, and his right to establish the claim being now forfeited, his only remedy, if he has any, must be 
on application to Congress to enable him to purchase elsewhere; for no constitutional power exists in any 
branch of our government to enable him to get the land in controversy. Congress cannot interfere with 
Nash’s right, because it has by solemn act granted this land to him, which cannot now be re-examined 
and revoked. I have thus endeavored hastily to give you my view of this case. To me it appears one 
without difficulty, and I flatter myself you will send the patent by the bearer. 


Yours, respectfully, 
GEORGE F. STROTHER. 
Gro. Granay, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 3. 
CASE OF LOUIS LABAUME. 


In this case Louis Labaume claimed 800 arpents before the board of commissioners, who rejected the 
claim, and it is not included in the subsequent reports of the recorder of land titles. A patent certificate, 
issued by the recorder of land titles under the act of 1814, has been presented for a patent, accompanied 
by a survey for 9,752.38 acres, which has been refused on the ground that the claim has not been legal, 
and that the recorder had no authority to act on claims exceeding a league square. 


Recorper’s Orrice, St. Louis, March 1, 1825. 


Sir: On the 25th ultimo a caveat was served on me, requesting that a patent certificate (reported to 
you by my predecessor as having been issued, but one of those at present in the hands of Mr. Milburn,) 
should not issue for a claim of the representatives of Louis Labaume, situated in the point of the Missouri. 

Having no control over this certificate, it being one of those in the hands of Mr. Milburn, I have 
thought it advisable to furnish you with a copy of the caveat, which is herewith enclosed. In addition, I 
would remark, in relation to this claim, that I have been unable to find any confirmation of it in the books 
of this office. The decision of the board of commissioners upon it I herewith forward to you. Nothing 
subsequent to this decision appears to have been done in relation to this claim either by the board of 
commissioners or recorder of land titles, except that it appears to have been reported to the surveyor of 
Missouri, &c., to be surveyed, as will appear by his descriptive list, as given me in the note of Mr. Milburn, 
a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 

The patent certificate is number 388, and is therefore one of those which “Mr. Milburn is instructed 
by Mr. Le Duc not to deliver until re-examined by Mr. Bates, as they relate to New Madrid certificates, 
a copy of which was forwarded to you on the 15th of February last. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
THEODORE HUNT. 

Hon. Grorce Grauam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


To the Recorder of Land Titles of the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas: 


Take notice that sundry persons claiming to be the legal representatives of Louis Labaume in a claim 
to a tract of land lying and being in the county of St. Charles, containing 8,000 arpents, adjoining on the 
one side the lands of the late Samuel Griffith, have caused to be surveyed and included in said claim a 
quantity of land exceeding 11,000 arpents, thereby including a tract of land of which the undersigned is 
entitled to a preference in becoming the purchaser from the United States. And the undersigned also shows 
that the tract of land claimed by said Labaume and his representatives has not been confirmed. And 
because the granting a patent certificate for said land would not only be manifestly unjust and greatly 
injurious to the United States, but a violation of the rights of the undersigned, he prays that no patent 


cert ‘ficate be issued, and that the whole matter be re-examined as to the recorder shall seem just. 
DANIEL JOHNSON. 
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County or Sr. Louts: 

This day personally appears Daniel Johnson, and makes oath that he this day saw in the office of the 
surveyor general a paper purporting to be a patent certificate, issued by the late recorder of land titles, 
of upwards of nine thousand arpents of land, being the same tract of land mentioned in_ the foregoing 


DANIEL JOHNSON, 


notice. 


Sworn to and subscribed, February 25, 1825, before me. 
J. V. GARNIER, J. P. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, March3l, 1825. 


The description of Louis Labaume’s claim was omitted by Mr. Pates in the first list of confirmations 
furnished the surveyor’s office, and was afterwards, together with several other tracts, furnished by him 
in a note without date. The note commences as follows: 

“Description of sundry tracts of land omitted in the general lists heretofore supplied to the surveyor 
general’s office, but which the undersigned, recorder of land titles for Missouri Territory, is now desirous 
to add to those lists, to wit:” ; 

Then follows the description of Baptiste Dechoquet’s claim, and after it ‘“ Louis Labaume, Con. C. 
page 338, 8,000 arpents, between Missouri and Mississippi rivers, and bounded north by Samuel Griffith, 
and south (at the time of the survey being vacant lands, but afterwards) by Francis Saucier and Charles 
Sanguinet. ; ; 

“Nore—The general limits of the survey contained 9,000 arpents, 1,000 of which were considered 
worthless on account of inundation, &c. Survey at expense of claimant.” ; 

Then comes three other claims, and the note signed Federick Bates, recorder of land titles, acting as 


WILLIAM MILBURN. 


commissioner. 


T. Hunt, Esq. 





Saturpay, January 11, 1812. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, Frederick Bates, commissioners, 

Louis Labaume, claiming 8,000 arpents of land situate in Portage de Soux, district of St. Charles, 
produces record of a grant from Juan Ventura Morales, dated July 5, 1802, with condition for the com- 
pliance with the 3d, 4th, 6th, 7th, and 9th articles of the instructions, &c., “and is found in the abstract 
of all the concessions and patented grants of land appertaining to the district of Louisiana recorded in 
the registry kept by the Spanish and French governments of the province of Louisiana since July 2, 1756, 
until April 23, 1802, transmitted to this board by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

A majority of the board decline acting on this claim. The original title papers not produced. 

John B. C. Lucas, commissioner, declares that he cannot act, as no original title paper is produced. 


Recorper’s Orrice, St. Louis, March 1, 1825. 

Truly copied from the minutes and proceedings of the board of commissioners, book 5, page 556, on 
file in my office. THEODORE HUNT. 
GeNERAL Lanp Orrice, Jlay 16, 1825, 


Sm: Your letter of the 1st of March has been received. As the claim of Louis Labaume to 8,000 arpents 
at the Portage de Sioux was not confirmed by the board of commissioners, or by the recorder of land titles, 
under the provisions of the act of 1814, it must be considered as an unconfirmed claim. Of this fact you 
will inform the present claimant of the land, in order that the title to the land may be tried agreeably to 


the act of May 26, 1824. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Tueopore Hunt, Esq., Recorder, St. Louis, Missouri. 





No. 4. 
BERNARD PRATTE, UNDER JOHN B. PERJOL. 


In this case the recorder of land titles has issued a patent certificate in favor of Bernard Pratte, under 
John B. Perjol, for 204.02 acres, under the act of March 3, 1807; but the reports in the General Land Office 
do not exhibit such a confirmation. 


Generat Lanp Orrice, May 31, 1824. 


Sir: The issuing of a patent in favor of Bernard Pratte, under John B. Perjol, for 204.02 acres, is 
suspended in consequence of the claim not being in your reports. You will please give me a certified 
copy of that part of the report in your office which embraces the claim. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Frep. Bates, Esq., Recorder, St. Louis. 


Extract of a letter from the recorder of land titles at St. Louis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
dated July 10, 1824. 


“The case of Bernard Pratte, under John B. Perjol, is not very intelligible even to myself at this 
time, and I must confess that I have fallen into an inadvertency in the issue of the patent certificate. It 
was acted upon by the late board, who decided in its favor, but not conclusively, as the quantity had not 
been ascertained by actual survey. This our books show, but I cannot learn at the surveyor’s office the 
authority under which the survey was made. I hope in a short time to give a satisfactory account.” 
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No. 5. 
CASE OF HEIRS OF WILLIAM HAYS, UNDER P. MILLER. 


In this case the recorder of land titles issued a patent certificate under the act of April 12, 1814, in 
favor of the heirs of William Hays, under Philip Miller, for 600 arpents; but there is no such confirmation 
exhibited on the books of the General Land Office, or in the office of the recorder of land titles. 


GENERAL Lanp Orrice, July 18, 1825. 


Sir: Private claim certificate No. 346, in favor of the heirs of William Hays, under Philip Miller, for 
600 arpents, has been sent to this office for a patent, but on an examination of the reports in this office 
the claim cannot be found. The recorder, in his report, recommends for confirmation a claim of the heirs 
of William Hays to a tract of land in the county of St. Charles, containing 1,000 arpents, founded on a 
concession from Z. Trudeau, surveyed November 10, 1799, and inhabited and cultivated from 1799 to 
1809. If these are different claims, I will thank you to furnish me with a copy of the confirmation of the 
600 arpent tract. 

I am, very, &c., JNO. M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 


TxeoporE Hunt, Esq., Recorder, St. Louis. 


Extract of a letter from the recorder of land titles to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, August 17, 1825. 


“Tn reply to your letter of the 18th ultimo I do myself the pleasure of enclosing you a list of all the 
confirmations on record in this office in favor of William Hays or Philip Miller.” 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, September 22, 1825. 


Sir: I enclose herewith private claim certificate No. 346, in favor of the heirs of William Hays, 
under Philip Miller, for 600 arpents, in relation to which you were written to on the 18th of July last. 
The confirmations to the heirs of William Hays, to Philip Miller, and to Ira Cottle, under William Hays, 
copies of which were received with your letter of the 17th August, are contained in the reports in this office; 
but the certificate issued by the recorder does not correspond with either of these confirmations, as the 
confirmation to the heirs of William Hays is for 1,000 arpents, and no mention is made of their having 
claimed that tract in right of Philip Miller. 

You will be pleased to endorse on the certificate a copy of the confirmation for which it was issued, 


with such remarks as you may deem applicable to the case. 
I am, very, &c., GEORGE GRAHAM. 


TuEopore Hunt, Esq., Recorder. 


RecorpeEr’s Orrice, St. Louis, November 7, 1825. 


Sir: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 22d September, together 
with patent certificate No. 346. Upon a strict search in this office, I do not find any confirmation for the 
land as specified in said certificate. Mr. Le Duc, the former agent or clerk of Mr. Bates, has likewise 
made a search in this office with the same result; but he told me there were other confirmations made 
than those in this office, in the surveyor’s office, and that he would search there and let me know the 
result; since which I have not heard from him. I therefore enclose the said private claim certificate No. 
346 without any endorsement on it. 


a 
I an, very, Xc., THEODORE HUNT. 
Hon. Grorce Grauam, Commissioner General Land Office. 


Commissioner's certificates issued. 
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THEODORE HUNT, Recorder in the State of Missouri, §c. 
RECORDER’s OFrFIcE, St. Lowis, August 17, 1825. 
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No. 6. 
BENITO VASQUEZ. 


Vasquez entered this claim before the commissioners in virtue of settlement, and the enclosed paper 
states the reasons why it was rejected by them. It is not included in any of the recorder’s reports alluded 
to in the second section of the act of April 29, 1816. <A certificate issued by the recorder of land titles at 
St. Louis, under the act of 1814, has been presented for a patent, which is refused because the claim is 
not considered as being confirmed. 


Recorper’s Orrice, St. Louis, December 20, 1825. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of 15th October, I do myself the pleasure of forwarding you all the 
information this office affords, as required by that communication. The claim of Benito Vasquez does not 
appear to have been confirmed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


THEODORE HUNT. 
Hon. Grorce Granam, Commissioner General Land Office. ; 


Dn. Francisco Cruzat, ten. coronel graduado de infanteria, capitan de granaderos del regimiento fino de la 
Louisiana, comandante teniente de gobernador de esta partida occidental y distritos de los Ilinois. 


Visto lo espuesto en el memorial presentado por Dn. Benito Vasquez vecino de este pueblo con fecha 
diez y ocho de Noviembre de este corriente ano le @ concedido y concedo a titulo de propriedad para el y 
sus herederos y otros que representen su derecho, los nueve arpanes de tierra que solicita que confinan 
por un lado 4 las tierras de Joseph Brazeau por el otro & las tierras de Jose Motar, por ©! leste a la orilla 
del rio Misisipi y por el oeste al camino real que Ca. 4 la praderia 4 catalana con condivion de establecer 
la dentro de un ano a contar desde esta fecha y de lo contrario quedara incornorados dichos aueva arpanes 
al dominio real, deviendo estar sujeto « todos los cargos publicos y otros que 8. M.quiers imponerle. Dado 
en Sn. Luis de Ilinois, « los viente dias del mes de Noviembre del ano de mil setecientos echenta y seis. 

FRANCO. CRUZAT. 


A true copy from Livre Terrien, book 4, page 15. THEODORE HUNT. 
Jury 19, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: the Hons. John B.C, Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, 
and James L. Donaldson, esqs. 

Joseph Brazeau, assignee of Benito Vasquez, claiming two hundred arpents of land, situate in the 
district of St. Louis, running north and south, bounded northerly by a tract, the property of said claimant, 
being part of a tract granted said Benito Vasquez by concession from Francis Cruzat, dated November 
22, 1796, produces the said concession, together with an assignment of said land, dated May 25, 1800. 

Jacques Clamorgan, being duly sworn, says that the said Benito settled on said tract of land about 
1788, built a house on the same, and that the same has been actually cultivated either by said Benito or 
his representatives to this day; and that three crops have been raised on the same prior to the year 1800. 

The board reject this claim for want of actual inhabitation on October 1, 1800, and remark that the 
said Benito, having raised three crops on the same, had, by the Spanish laws and usages, acquired the 
right of domain.—(Book 1, pages 412, 413.) 


Monpay, August 19, 1811. 


Board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Joseph Brazeau, assignee of Benito Vasquez, claiming two arpents front, running back to the road 
leading from St. Louis to Carondelet.-—(See book No. 1, page 412.) The board order that this tract be 
surveyed—survey at expense of claimant.—(Book 5, page 319.) 


Wepnespay, January 15, 1812. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Joseph Brazeau, claiming under Benito Vasquez.—(See book 5, page 319.) A majority of the board 
declare that they would have confirmed this claim had it been found not to have exceeded twenty 
arpents. 

John B. C. Lucas, commissioner, makes the same remarks as in the claim of August. Chouteau, page 
559.—( Book 5, page 562.) 


Recorper’s Orrice, St. Louis, December 20, 1825. 
A true copy. THEODORE HUNT. 





No. 7. 


DAVID KINCAID. 


In this case Kincaid claimed before the board of commissioners a settlement right, whick was rejected, 
and his claim is not embraced in any of the recorder’s reports submitted to Congress. The recorder has, 
however, issued a certificate for a patent, which has been refused, as the claim is not considered as 
having been confirmed. 
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Recorper’s Orrice, St. Louis, October 11, 1825. 


Sir: On Wednesday last I had the honor of receiving your several letters of the Tth and 14th ultimo, 
together with the patent of John Andrews. Enclosed you will please receive all the information this office 
is enabled to furnish relating to the claim of David Kincaid, it being one of the claims referred to in my 
letter of the 20th of June. P 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

THEODORE HUNT. 


Hon. Grorce Grauam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Aprit 2, 1806. 7 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: the Hon. John B. C. Lucas and James L. 
Donaldson, esq. 

David Kincaid, claiming, as aforesaid, 500 arpents of land situate on a fork of the river Charette, 
district aforesaid, produces, as a special permission to settle, a concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated 
June 14, 1803, and a certificate of survey, dated February 27, 1806. 

Kincaid Caldwell, being duly sworn, says that claimant having purchased the right of one Francis 
Woods to the said land, who had then a cabin on the same, did, in the year 1803, proceed to the building 
of a house; that he had then a family consisting of himself, wife, and eight children, and that early in 
the spring of 1804 he removed on said land, and has actually inhabited and cultivated it to this day. 

The board rejected this claim. 

On motion, adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o’clock a. m. i 

JOHN B. C. LUCAS. 
JAS. L. DONALDSON. 
Book 1, page No. 219. 


Tuespay, 9 o’clock, August 14, 1807. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: the Hon. John B. C. Lucas and Frederick 
Bates, esq. 

David Kincaid, claiming, under the second section of the act of Congress of March 2, 1805, 500 arpents 
of land situate on ‘he forks of the river Charette, district of St. Charles, produces, as a special permis- 
sion to settle, a concession from Charles D, Delassus, dated January 14, 1803, together with a plat and 
certificate of survey of the same, dated February 27, 1806. 

Laid over for decision 

JOHN B. C. LUCAS. 
FREDERICK BATES. 
Book 3, page 31. 
Monpay, November 20, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 

David Kincaid claiming 500 arpents of land, situate on the fork of the river Charette, in the district i 
of St. Charles.—(See book No. 1, page 219, book No. 3, page 31.) It is the opinion of the board that this i 
claim ought not to be granted. i 
JOHN B. C. LUCAS. i 
CLEMENT B. PENROSE. 


THEODORE HUNT. \) 
Recorper’s Orrice, St. Louis, October 11, 1825. i) 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, November 2, 1825. i 


Six: Your letter of the 11th ultimo, with copies of the decisions of the commissioners on the claim of it 
David Kincaid, has been received, and I have to inform you that the claim cannot be considered as being 
confirmed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

TnHeoporE Hunt, Esq., Recorder of Land Titles, St. Louis, Mo. 


GeneRAL Lanp Orrice, September 7, 1826. 


Sir: The recorder’s certificate, No. 720, in favor of David Kincaid, for 425.35 acres, survey No. 1830, 
has been presented to this office for a patent, which has been suspended in consequence of the reports in 
this office not exhibiting any confirmation in his name. I will thank you to furnish me, as soon as practi- 
cable, with a copy of the evidence in your office in relation to this claim. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

TuEopore Hunt, Esq., Recorder, &c., St. Louis, Mo. 





G. 


CASE OF SEABURN’S REPRESENTATIVES. 


A patent certificate, No. 975, has been issued by the recorder of land titles in favor of “ George Seaburn’s 
representatives,” and presented to this office for a patent. The recorder of land titles was informed that 
the reports in this office did not exhibit any confirmation to the “representatives of George Seaburn,” but 
that there was one in favor of the “representatives of John Seaburn,” and the certificate was sent to him 
for correction, which he has returned without correction, with information that the reports in his office 
correspond with the patent certificate. 
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CASE OF NATHANIEL SIMONDS. 


Nathaniel Simonds claims, before the board of commissioners at St. Louis, a tract of 410 arpents on 
the river Cuiver, by whom his claim was rejected. The recorder of land titles has, in his report of claims 
founded on settlement, recommended the claim for confirmation in the name of Nathaniel Simonof, on the 
river Dardenne. On this confirmation a survey in the name of Simonds has been made on the Cuiver, 

The report of the recorder was confirmed by the act of April 29, 1816. 
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CLAIM TO LAND IN TENNESSEE UNDER A GRANT FROM NORTH CAROLINA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 26, 1826. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of John Winton, a citizen of Tennessee, reported: 

The petitioner alleges that one David Stewart, after the State of North Carolina had opened an office 
for the entry of vacant and unappropriated lands for the redemption of specie and other certificates, made 
an entry October 25, 1783, for one thousand acres of land, in the words and figures following: “No. 429. 
David Stewart, 1,000 acres in Green county, on the north side of Tennessee river, Little Chickamaga creek, 
including the island opposite the same, and running down the river for complement.” That a warrant 
issued June 25, 1784; that a grant issued to said Stewart thereon, from said State of North Carolina, on 
November 15, 1800. He states that he purchased said 1,000 acres of land from said Stewart, and received 
a deed of conveyance from him for said land, dated August 18, 1815. He also states that the tract of 
country in which said 1,000 acres of land are situated was ceded to the State of Tennessee by the Cherokee 
nation of Indians, by treaty ratified February 27, 1819; that, by that treaty, 640 acres of land, being 
part of said 1,000, was reserved in fee simple to a certain William Brown, of the Cherokee nation; that 
Brown leased part of the land aforesaid to one Cornet, against whom, after said Cornet had taken posses- 
sion of it, the said Winton instituted an action of ejectment in a court of the State of Tennessee which 
had jurisdiction of the matter; but that he finally failed in said suit, it being decided by the court that 
the title secured under said reservation was superior in law to that of Winton; and that he incurred an 
expense of $69 39 in prosecuting said suit. He states that the 640 acres so secured to said reserve is 
about the centre of the said 1,000 acre tract. These statements are substantially proven, partly by the 
exhibits filed with the petition, and in part by other proof. Among the exhibits filed are the entry patent 
from North Carolina, deed of conveyance from Stewart to Winton, and that part of the record of the suit, 
referred to in the petition, which shows the failure of the petitioner in said suit. The bill of costs is also 
filed. By the treaty of February 27, 1819, it appears that a reservation was made to William Brown.— 
(See Laws of the United States, vol. 6, p. 751.) 

Three witnesses, whose respectability of character is well attested, swear that they carefully examined 
said 640 acres of land, and that they estimated it as worth $5,000. The committee are of opinion that the 
petitioner ought to be paid the value of said 640 acres, and have reported a bill for that purpose. 
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SURVEYS IN MISSISSIPPI AND LOUISIANA, SOUTH OF THE THIRTY-FIRST DEGREE OF 
NORTH LATITUDE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 26, 1826. 


Treasury Department, December 22, 1826. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 19th instant, “ directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to state to the House the causes that have prevented the surveys of the 
public lands south of the 31st degree of latitude, in the States of Mississippi and Louisiana, and at what 
period it is expected the surveys will be completed, and the lands brought into market,” I have the honor 
to transmit a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated December 20, 1826, and the 
documents to which it refers, which contain the information required by the resolution. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
. RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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GeneRAL Lanp Orricr, December 20, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated the 19th instant, in the 
following words: “ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to state to this House the 
causes that have prevented the surveys of the public lands south of the 31st degree of latitude, in the 
States of Mississippi and Louisiana, and at what period it is expected the surveys will be completed and 
the lands brought into market,” and which has been referred to this office, I have the honor to state that 
the following causes have had a tendency to retard the completion of the surveys of the public lands and 
private land claims south of the 31st degree of north latitude, in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, 

Ist. A defective organization of the surveying department as applicable to that section of the country. 

2d. The renewal, from time to time, of the several acts relative to the adjustment of private land 
claims. 

3d. The detention of the books, records, and papers, by the late principal deputy surveyor, Silas 
Dinsmoor, who was removed from oflice in October, 1824. 

On these several points I beg leave to refer to the extracts from reports heretofore made by this 
office, marked Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and to the paper marked No, 4. 

In that part of Louisiana east of the Mississippi river, and south of the 31st degree of north latitude, 
the commissioners have not yet made final reports in relation to private claims. It is believed that they 
are making due progress, and will close their reports within the period limited by law. The surveying 
of individual claims is progressing, but the returns of the township plats, which must be made previous 
to offering the lands at public sale, is delayed in consequence of the second and third causes stated in this 
report. 

In that part of Mississippi south of the 3lst degree of north latitude nearly all the public lands have 
been surveyed, but the private claims which have been confirmed cannot be laid down on the township 

lats, and those plats examined by the surveyor south of Tennessee, and returned to this office, so as to 
enable the President to proclaim the lands for sale, until the books, records, and papers shall have been 
delivered by the late principal deputy surveyor to the person appointed to fill that office. 

In that part of Alabama south of the 31st degree of north latitude a large portion of the public lands 
have been surveyed, but the same causes which operated in Mississippi have had their effect in preventing 
these lands from being prepared for sale; and, in addition to these causes, it is desirable to place by law 
the surveying of the private claims in Alabama under the entire control of the surveyor for Alabama; 
the existing laws place the surveying of those claims south of the 31st degree of north latitude under 
the superintendence of one of the principal deputy surveyors for Louisiana. 

The period when these surveys will be completed must, in a great measure, depend upon the recovery 
of the books and records. I should presume, however, that within twelve months after their recovery, 
a portion of the public lands south of the*31lst degree of latitude, in each of the States of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Alabama, may be prepared for sale, provided there is a due and vigorous execution of 
the duties of the surveying department, and provided the acts relative to private claims be not revived 
or prolonged. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GEO. GRAHAM. 
Hon. Ricnarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
December 17, 1824. 


“The act of April 21, 1806, provides for the appointment of two principal deputy surveyors, with a 
salary of $500 each, and certain fees of office in the Territory of Orleans; and the act of March 3, 1819, 
provides for an additional principal deputy. , 

“This organization of the surveying department in Louisiana was suggested with a view of accom- 
modating the private claimants, and facilitating the surveying and patenting of their lands. If, however, 
we are to judge from results, it seems not to have been a happy one. A similar organization of the 
surveying department exists now in no other State; and in every other State or Territory where there 
have been private claims, and they extend to all, there has been no such delay and difficulties incident to 
the surveying and patenting of the private claims as have occurred in Louisiana.” 





No. 2. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to the Hon. John Scott, dated December 
19, 1825. 


“Str: In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, enclosing two resolutions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, the one relating to the expediency of erecting the State of Louisiana into a separate surveying 
district, and the other allowing compensation to the land officers for extra services performed under the 
act passed March 2, 1821, I have the honor, in reference to the first resolution, to enclose you an extract 
from a report made to the Secretary of the Treasury relative to the surveying district to which Louisiana 
is attached at present. 

“The surveying of the lands in Alabama south of the 31st degree of north latitude by a late act 
was placed under the superintendence of the surveyor for Alabama, but that act did not repeal the 
previous law which had placed the surveying of the private claims under the immediate superintendence 
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of the principal deputy surveyor appointed under the provisions of the 11th section of the act of March 
3, 1819, vol. 6, page 434, whose powers extended to that district of country south of the 31st degree of 
latitude, and east of the Mississippi river, in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

“Should it be deemed expedient to abolish the office of principal deputy surveyor, it will be necessary 
to make provision for placing the surveying of the private claims under the superintendence of the 
surveyors of the respective States, and for the arranging and transporting the papers and records. The 
records in relation to the private claims in Alabama, south of the 3lst degree of latitude, are deposited 
with the register and receiver of the Jackson Court-house district, in Mississippi, and with the principal 
deputy surveyor. Special provision will be required to be made in relation to them, — 

“T have, in my report to the Secretary, suggested the propriety of making provision by law for com- 
pelling the officers to surrender up the public papers. It was made in consequence of the refusal of two 
of the principal deputies, who had been superseded by the surveyor south of Tennessee, to surrender the 
papers belonging to their office. In one case the papers have been obtained, but in the other they are yet 
withheld on the plea that they form part of the vouchers of the account of the principal deputy, which has 
not been settled.” 





No. 3. 


Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
December 15, 1825. 


“The surveying of the public lands has progressed regularly and satisfactorily, with the exception 
of the public lands and private claims in the State of Louisiana, and that part of Alabama south of the 
31st degree of latitude. In this section of the country but little progress has been made in surveying the 
private claims and such parts of the public lands as it is desirable to bring into market. A variety of 
causes has occasioned, and will continue to occasion, much embarrassment and difficulty in completing 
the surveying of this section of the country. Much of this embarrassment is attributable, however, to the 
extension of the laws for the adjustment of private claims in Louisiana, to the organization of the survey- 
ing department, and to the difficulty of procuring surveyors to survey the public and private lands, and to 
connect the private surveys which have been made with the township lines in certain portions of this 
section of the country for the compensation allowed by law. peers 

“The surveying of the lands in Louisiana is by the-law placed under the superintendence of the 
surveyor south of the State of Tennessee, who resides at Washington, Mississippi, and the surveying of 
those in Alabama, south of the 3lst degree of latitude, by a late act of Congress was placed under the 
superintendence of the surveyor for that State; but within this district of country there are three prin- 
cipal deputy surveyors, who are appointed by the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, the duties 
and powers of one of which officers extends to the surveying of the private claims in that part of Alabama 
lying south of the 31st degree of latitude. 

“Ina report made formerly from this office, and submitted to Congress, it was stated that this 
organization was defective, and further experience has confirmed that impression. It is, therefore, respect- 
fully recommended that the offices of surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, and those of the principal 
deputy surveyors of Louisiana, be abolished; that a surveyor be appointed for the State of Louisiana, 
whose duties and powers shall be limited to the surveying of the lands within that State; that a principal 
deputy surveyor be appointed for the State of Mississippi, invested with the powers, and who shall per- 
form the duties required of the surveyor south of Tennessce, in relation to the surveying of the lands 
within the limits of the State of Mississippi; that the surveying of all the lands south of the 3lst degree 
of latitude in Alabama be placed under the direction of the surveyor for that State.” 





No. 4. 


Extract of a letter from George Davis, surveyor of the lands south of the State of Tennessee, to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, dated November 24, 1826. 


“T have just heard that the principal deputy surveyor east of the island of New Orleans has at last 
obtained possession of the documents of that office, so long withheld by Colonel Dinsmovr.” 
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LEAD MINES AND SALT SPRINGS IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS, DECEMBER 27, 1826. 


Treasury Department, December 23, 1826. 


Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 20th instant, enclosing a bill which had been intro- 
duced into the Senate, and asking, in behalf of the Committee on Public Lands, certain information in 
regard to the lead mines and salt springs in Missouri; and having referred the same to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, I beg leave now to enclose his report, which, with the several statements to 
which it refers, contains the information desired by the committee. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Hon. Davin Barton, Chairman Committee on Public Lands, Senate. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
General Land Office, December 22, 1826. 


Sm: In reply to the inquiry of the Hon. Mr. Barton, of the Senate, expressed in the enclosed letter 
addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, which has been referred to this office, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith two statements, (marked A and B,) exhibiting the different tracts of land reserved from 
sale on account of salt springs, by the registers of the land offices at St. Louis and Franklin, in the State of 
Mississippi, which embrace all the lands reserved from sale on account of salt springs in that State, which 
have been officially reported to this office. 

I would beg leave to remark that it is highly probable that salt springs may exist in that State, 
other than those designated in these lists, which are not yet known, or which, if discovered, have not yet 
been reported. 

Agreeably to the provisions of the act of Congress passed March 6, 1820, entitled “An act to authorize 
the people of the Missouri Territory to form a constitution and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union on an equal footing with the original States,” &c., &c., it is provided that all 
salt springs, not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land adjoining to each, shall be appro- 
priated to the use of said State, on certain conditions prescribed by the act. 

No official advice has yet been received from the executive of the State of Missouri of any selections 
which have yet been made under the act; but it will be perceived that all the salt springs in the St. Louis 
district, designated in the list marked A, (sent by the register of the land office at St. Louis,) have been 
reserved by the State of Missouri. 

' IT remain, with great respect, sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 

Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement of lands in the St. Louis district, reserved from sale on account of salt springs. 











Section or part. Section.| Township. | Range. | Quantity. Remarks. 
Acres. 
PB COTIGI 5 ge.c5iis viele cid s cele UNec clsieoisisieteraiaies 25 OG eis sears 6 W..... 640.00 | Reserved by the State of Missouri. South half partly covered by 
an unconfirmed elaim. 
DO, .ccccccccsccccccescccccccccvcccces 26 SEN. .s000- GW ..c08 640.00 | Reserved by the State of Missouri. 
DID. cnsese es eese.cvctcceccecsiccncsseces 27 06 Nicscses GW csee 640.00 Do. do. 
WO sc soang cece s\coseuswewesseese eesieiss 34 DOIN ess cece CW ieee 594.93 Do. do. 
DO) siesones siesee cesessccseeeseseecce 35 56 N...e00- CW ccses 603.99 Do. do. 
DOs cvccvcrcccsccccccceseccesesvcccccce 36 56 N....... CW: vices 640.00 Do. do. North half partly covered by 
an unconfirmed claim. 
Southeast fractional quarter ........0000- 2 43 N.weeoee 5) Scere 133.54 | Reserved by the State of Missouri. 
Northeast fractional quarter ........0000¢ 9 43 Nuwccoce SE. cece 117.64 Do. do, North half partly covered by 
an unconfirmed claim. 
4,010.10 
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B. 


List of lands reserved for the future disposal of Congress in the district of lands offered for sale at Franklin, 
Missouri, being those tracts including and adjoining salt springs. 
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Description of tract. i S 7 . | Description of tract. ‘5 5 Ss ; 
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ma a Az g a 4 Zz <) 
| Alcres. | Acres, 
Southeast quarter .....ceeeeeeeseeees 13 | 49 14 160.00 Section......0.cccece ereeecesees 33 50 20 640.00 
Bection. ...000000ccesceeee> cccveces ; 2 49 15 G50.04 ]....dO.cccrccccccccescccsvecoecees 17 48 22 640.00 
DD isc me sawscsewscavewssesscaneie } a] 49 15 S000 HS PaO recs disnewaeeeesawancess ooee 1 50 22 639.34 
Wiis cnciaieaeaneennatnexuseoveden | 12 | 50 16 BE Bc Rec ass cern ncescnncvennsins 4 50 22 664,00 
DO... 2202 cccccccccees eves cccecccs 13 | 50 16 BAO ilo eeUO sce acascsutanses sieeanacaeen 9 50 99 640.00 
North half of section ....2..s0000000+ 14 | 50 16 NN icc caikssnis: siceasmeeeovees’ 17 50 2 640.00 
Southwest quarter section.,.... seve | 12 49 17 OD in cel sccssncaneoe TIVE LIES ee 20 50 22 640.00 
North part of southeast quarter....... 25 | 49 17 BOD 1.000 hOeenevececesccccsecciesec wees. 21 50 22 640.00 
Southeast fractional quarter.......+++ | 8 51 17 BOGS TiseccllOcesacscssicus OS Ee rr 24 51 22 640.00 
West part of southwest quarter...... | 9 ol 17 52.40 || Southwest quarter .....ceeeeeeees 27 51 22 160.00 
Northeast quarter .....++++ peee ee abwis 2 49 18 160.00 || Southeast quarter .......cceeeeees 28 51 22 160.00 
Section.....eeceeee wc cccccccccceces | 27 50 20 640.00 | East half section......cccccocceces 33 5k 22 320.00 
DO. .cccccccces Sy eT | 28 50 20 640.00 || West half section .......e0-escees 34 HY | 22 320.00 
| | ——— 
| 11,595.35 
| | 
io 
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APPLICATION TO MAKE A NEW SELECTION FOR PRE-EMPTION RIGHT, COVERED BY A 
SOLDIER’S BOUNTY RIGHT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 28, 1826. 


Mr. Vixton, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Morgan Magness, 
reported : 


That it appears from the petition and accompanying evidence that in the year A. D. 1821 the peti- 
tioner purchased the pre-emption right of one Nicholas Trammell to a quarter section of land in the 
Territory of Arkansas, for which Trammell held the register’s certificate, and which, at the time of sale, 
was transferred to petitioner. He states that since the purchase he has ascertained that the tract of 
land which he supposed the certificate called for is covered by a soldier’s bounty right; and exhibits the 
affidavit of one Charles Kelly, who swears that he is well convinced that Trammell intended to obtain a 
certificate for this quarter section of bounty land, from the circumstance of Trammell’s being settled upon 
it. Petitioner, upon this evidence, asks of Congress to pass a law authorizing him to surrender his right 
to the quarter section called for by the certificate, and select another quarter in lieu of it. 

The committee are not aware of any case where the assignee of a certificate of a pre-emption right 
or purchase has been permitted, under circumstances similar to the present case, to change his entry. 
The distinction which it is believed has been uniformly observed is this: that where an erroneous entry 
has been made in consequence of some mistake of the surveyor, or other agent of the government, by 
which the purchaser has been misled, he has been permitted to correct the mistake; but where the mis- 
take is the fault of the purchaser, there is no instance of relief in a case like the present. The objections 
against granting this indulgence are too obvious to require enumeration. The committee therefore 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 
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APPLICATION OF SUNDRY HALF-BREEDS OF THE CREEK NATION TO SELL THEIR RESER- 
VATIONS OF LAND IN ALABAMA, AND LIST OF CLAIMS FOR SUCH RESERVATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 29, 1826. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The petition of David and Samuel Hale represents: That they are half-breeds of the Creek nation, 
and were entitled to have a reservation of land under the treaty of Fort Jackson; that they are still in 
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ossession of the lands reserved for them. They are competent to the management of their own concerns, 
and are anxious to dispose of part of their lands to procure other property. This cannot be done without 
great loss, unless they could convey in fee simple their title. They therefore pray that the title may be 
vested in them, and that they may have authority to sell and make fee simple title. They refer to the 
act for the relief of Tate and others, and pray for a similar provision in their behalf. And, as in duty 


pound, will ever pray. 
SAMUEL HALE. 
DAVID HALE. 





We, the undersigned, citizens of Monroe county, in the State of Alabama, do hereby certify that we 
have for several years last past been personally acquainted with Samuel Hale and David Hale, of said 
county, half-breed Creeks, to whom a patent has been granted from the General Land Office for fractional 
section twenty-one, of township six, in range five, on the west side of the Alabama river; that the said 
Samuel and David have been instructed to read and write; have some knowledge of common arithmetic; 
that their intellectual and moral faculties render them as competent to transact the common business of 
life as the ordinary class of mankind. 


1. Wm. C. Vaugn. 6. Alex. McRae. 11. John Moore. 

2. Martin Marshall. 7. Jno. G. Abrams. 12. Isaac Thompson. 
3. John I. Bradford. 8. Isaac Lambert. 13. James Daniel 

4. Martin Fryes. 9. Daniel McDaniel. 14. Geo. Tunstall. 
5. Jolin Davis. 10. Andrew Ormand. 15. Adam Carson. 


Those numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 14, and 15, I know personally; they are respectable, and men of 
integrity. The others I know from character, and should place full confidence in their statements. 


G. W. OWEN, of Alabama. 
December 14, 1826. 





Coneress Hart, December 18, 1826. 


Dear Sir: Samuel and David Hale, who state themselves to be of the friendly Creek Indians who 
were provided for in the treaty of Fort Jackson of August 9, 1814, have petitioned Congress to have the 
land set apart to them under the act of March 3, 1817, confirmed to or vested in them in fee simple. The 
Committee on Public Lands, to whom the subject was referred, are at a loss on some points, and have 
directed me to ask information of you: 

1. Were Samuel and David Hale chiefs, headmen, or warriors, in their proper persons, or are they the 
representatives of any chief, headman, or warrior, &c.? And if so, of whom ? 

2. If they are the original claimants, to what quantity is each entitled, by the report of the agent, 
under the act of March 3, 1817? . 

3. Why was but 638 acres set apart for the two, when the treaty secures to each a section ? 

4. If they are the representatives of a chief, headman, or warrior, &c., are they the only representa- 
tives, or was there a widow or other heirs? And if other heirs, how many? 

5. If they are representatives, has the department decided that the fee simple does not vest in them 
absolutely, under the act of 3d March, without the aid of Congress ? 

6. Has the land they claim been patented to them; and when ? 

An early reply will oblige the committee. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN SCOTT. 


Gerorce Granay, Esq. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 21, 1826. 


Sir: In answer to your letter of the 18th instant, I have to state that Samuel and David Hale, who 
are the descendants of a Creek woman, entered their claim under the third section of the act of March 3, 
1817, which grants to such descendants two quarter sections; and that, by the law, they have but a life 
estate in the same. 
The certificate in their favor for the land claimed was issued April 12, 1820. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Joun Scortr, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, House of Representatives. 
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List of claims entered in pursuance of an act of Congress passed March 3, 1817, entitled “ An act making pro- 


vision. 


for the location of the lands reserved by the first article of-the treaty of August 9, 1814, between the 


United States and the Creek nation, to certain chiefs and warriors of that nation, and for other purposes.” 








No. of claim. 


_ 


%~ 


~! 


16 


= 
~) 
& 


Name of claimant. 


David Tate ...cccccceccsecces 


Samuel Brashier ....eceeeeee 


George Stiggins «2. .seeeeseee 


James Earles.....ccccccccsces 
The heirs of Josiah Fisher.... 


The widow of Josiah Fisher... 


Margaret Rushen...... seeees 


Arthur Sizemore .........000. 
Josiah Fletcher .....¢cceccece 


Heirs of Jimes Bailey ........ 
Heirs of Jn. Hinson ........+ 


Laughlin Durant ........ee06 








Samuel Smith. .....cseceseeee 


Zach. McGirt.......00 


Heirs of Wim. Jones, deceased. 


John Weatherford............ 


Michael Elillert..... sccccsccce 


John E. Byles.....ccccccccecs 


Charles Eeblert . ccccccccsvcce 
SUCRE DMION ca vasinnas cecuus 


Samuel and David Hale ...... 


Peter Ban GON sess vsssscccsece 


Heirs of John Randon,deceased 
PD GPRM. 0550000 enssann0 


James Cornell s....-ccccccccce 


PORE RIIMION oo cnc scacancase 


SOM CONT. cunscinbeacscseaben 


Tallassce Fixico ........00008 
Widow and heirs of Jack Ward 


Heirs of Stimauligee alias 


Talesee Haugo 


eee were ereslenes 








Marcu 26, 1824, 


Section. 


Three fractions in sections 17, 18, 19, 
and 20, and one fraction in section 
29, on east side of Alabama river. 

Fractional 2, on west side of Alabama 
river. 

Southeast quarter, 29.....0.+. 

Northeast quarter, 32.....eeeeeeeseees 

Fr. No. 1,in section 1, on west side of 
Alabama river. 

Fr. 32, on east side of Alabama river .. 

Fr. 8, in section 8, on west side Ala- 
bama river, except one-third. 

Fr. section 8, on west side Alabama 
river, except two-thirds. 

Fr. section 18, on west side of Alabama 
river. 

Fr. 17, on Alabama river .....eceeeees 

Two fractions of 22, one on each side 
of river. 

Fraction 33 2... cccccccccccccccccccccs 

‘T'wo fractions in 18, on each side of 
Alabama river. 

Fr. 11, on east side of Alabama river .. 

Part of section 16, on westside of Ala- 
bama river, and northeast quarter 
and southeast quarter, 20. 

Northwest quarter, 12 .....cccecccccee 

Southwest quarter, 12 ......eceeeeeees 

Southeast quarter, Ll. .... cee coos wees 

Northeast quarter, 14,.,.. 0.0. eee0 eee. 

Fr. 16, on cast side of Alabama river .. 

Southeast quarter and southwest qr. 9. 

Ir. 26, on southeast side of Alabama 
river, and so much of fr. 25 on the 
same side of the river, and part of 
sections 36 and 35. 

Southwest quarter, 20........eeeceeee 

Northenst quarter, 90. ...ccscccscacces 


HM 


Northwest quarter, 29....0000 cccccees 
Southeast quarter, 19..... eocees 
Bast fraction 22 oscccccs 6000 0500000000 
Southwest quarter, 23........6.. 
SECON 5 00000000 cece ccccccscccccccce 
Northeast and southwest quarter, 12 ,, 
Northwest and southwest quarter, 7... 
Fr. 21, on west side of Alabama river.. 
Two fr. 33, on each side of Alabama 
river. 
Section 34 


Serer eee e eres eeseee 


Southeast quarter, 1...... 
Southwest quarter, bi.....0s0005s00000% 
Northwest quarter, ] .s0s6s0s0c0s000%0 
Northeast quarter, 12,.........- 
Northwest quarter, 4.....0.eccees cece 
Northeast quarter, 5.0... 0.26 0eeeeeeees 
Northwest quarter, 5......ccccccesees 
Southeast quarter, 5......cccecececees 
No tract stated in the claim........... 


Two fractions 35, on each side of Tal 


lapoosa river. 


an 


on 


a 





Fr. 34, east of Tallapoosa river........ 18 
Fr. 24, east of river Coosa .........06. 18 
Northwest quarter, 30 ..... cevcces oe 18 
No tract stated in the claim..... eeccccleocce 


cnOsns SS ry ee ee 


eerenee 


Township. Range. 





i 


n 








3 E. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| Quantity. 


488.00 





158.70 
| 157.00 


sere eeeeee 


405.33 


202.663 


360.00 


550,00 


seer eeeses 


480.00 


330.20 


eereee 


159.00 
159.00 
159.30 
159.70 
280.00 
319.40 


eeereneeee 


160.00 
160.00 
159.45 
160.00 
534.00 
158.80 
686.00 
318,00 
319.75 
638.00 
532.00 





642.60 
135.00 
135.00 
135.00 
135.10 
150.00 
150.90 
150.90 
150.90 


weeeee 


| 622.00 


296.00 
| 344.00 
| = 159,97 


wee eeeeee 


Remarks. | Date of certifi 


| 
| 
| 
| cate, 
| 





| 
| 
No township plat in.... — April 12, 1820, 


coer ccrccccccccccccs cocccceleccceedOecees, 


000000065060 ese vee Soseisecel ences edOseccce 
No township plat in....eeee/seeeeedOveeee, 
| 


pesdeeOagasaesaOs snes cses loses cllOsucecs 





eee ee ee were ener esses eeeseees 


‘an 


Seem meee ee eees seer sees esse sees 
| 


| 


sO sscesis 


JocceeehOcccocs 


| 


: ° | 
No township plat in ......6.) e002 dO... 


No township plat in........ 


$10:0:000'0 0640908 6:66 00000%0 |600s0 600000000 


| 
| 
| 


Suspended. (No platin)...|......d0...... 
Rejected. (The partof sec. |......d0...... 
16 not stated in the claim.) 





$5 900 0006s i in wipbie 0010901010000 sien bU0bee0c0 


saawewUOsencsc 


| 

| 

| 
POPP e eee ee eres eeesessseese 
| 
| 


bciss Banas sa seewlee sees eres ss] oases es cons 
slesieneolOeewees 


heweew el Osiecisiece 


No quantity stated in plat.. 





Py ee ern 





Perrys ipaearteeowsnic 


eRe OO Seseeis 


| 
| 


| 


RG}ECION Sesnniccssnunseesees|acsesslOreonce 


seesOsevses 


PUNO Spe badien seas eeee wees 





! 
' 


liste spill O sarees 


levee Oncwswie 


FOO eee rere sere sees eeeseees 


MOSOCEOD sonic 5055s 50 00ic'55040] 000s lO seeces 


| 


lccawaeGOnenwn’s 
| 
Seek wes Neen sesesTEOenawce 


Suspended, occccececsecccce coves ccesecce 








GEO. GRAHAM, 
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REVOLUTIONARY BOUNTY LAND CLAIMS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 29, 1826. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of James Raven, of Massachusetts, reported: 


The petitioner states that he is a revolutionary soldier and pensioner; that by a law of the continental 
Congress, for services rendered to his country, he is entitled to one hundred acres of land; that he has 
applied for a grant for said land to the proper officer of the government, when his claim was rejected, 
because it appeared that he had assigned his right to said land to one John May. He denies that he ever 
made such an assignment, and that it is forged if there is any such; that he is unable to read or write, 
and that he never knew such a man as John May. Upon this statement, to which he has made oath 
before a justice of the peace, he prays that he may be allowed to locate one hundred acres of land in 
Michigan Territory. It appears from information received from the Department of War, bounty land 
office, that warrant No. 4917 was issued in the name of John May, assignee of James Raven, of the 3d 
regiment of the Massachusetts line, for one hundred acres of land, January 26, 1790. From the same it 
also appears that the war office, with all its records, was consumed by fire in 1801, and, consequently, 
that the assignment cannot now be seen. The warrant issued in 1790; the assignment may have been 
made many years previous to that time, and may, and most probably has, escaped the recollection of the 
petitioner—charity at least dictates such a supposition; but it is not to be presumed that the warrant 
would have issued to said May as assignee unless there was such testimony as was deemed satisfactory. 
The assignment was then exhibited; it was the duty of the officer of the department whence the warrant 
issued to be satisfied of its being genuine; and it appears to the committee that it would be indulging in 
presumption, very far indeed, to support this claim by declaring that to be forgery which, upwards of 
thirty years since, passed the scrutiny of the officer of the government whose duty is was to pass judg- 
ment upon it, and which we have not an opportunity of even inspecting; and the more so, as, if done, it 
must be upon the unsupported declaration of the only person interested. The committee therefore advise 
the rejection of the claim. 
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ON CLAIM OF A DEPUTY SURVEYOR FOR SPECIAL COMPENSATION UNDER INSTRUCTIONS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 29, 1826. 


Mr. Guriey, from the Committee on Public Lands, who were instructed by a resolution of this House of the 
19th instant to inquire into the expediency of allowing to William Brown the sum of one hundred 
and sixty-six dollars and seventy-five cents, for surveying done by him for the United States, by 
order of the principal deputy surveyor, and approved by the surveyor general of the district south 
of Tennessee, reported: 


That, by a letter from Silas Dinsmore, principal deputy surveyor in the district south of Tennessee, 
exhibited to your committee in support of this claim, under date of October 13, 1821, addressed to the 
claimant in the present case, he is directed to make an examination of certain surveys by order of the 
surveyor general of that district. 

In this letter of instructions Mr. Dinsmore urges the necessity of employing two chain-carriers of 
good reputation, sound judgment, and of experience in that business; also a flagman; and, after speaking 
of the confidence reposed in him, states that the services required to be performed are of a delicate and 
important character, and concludes his letter in the following words: “You will keep a regular account 
of your expenditures; for which, and your own services, you will be entitled to receive from the surveyor 
of the lands south of Tennessee reimbursement for the former and recompense for the latter. The report 
must be made without delay to this office.” 

In a letter from the surveyor general to Brown, under date of May 13, 1822, and in reference to this 
account, he says: “At present Iam not authorized to pay this account, but hope I shall be, as I think it 
just and reasonable you should be paid.” 

It further appears in evidence that this accoufit has not been paid, and, as your committee believe, 
for the following reason: that, by the existing laws in relation to the public lands, no daily compensation 
is allowed. The surveys are made at a fixed price per mile, and no provision appears to have been made 
for cases like the present, when it may become necessary to examine surveys or lines already made. 

But whatever causes may have prevented the payment of this account, as your committee are satisfied 
that the services have been performed and not paid for, they report a bill for his relief. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 18277. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of Elijah L. Clarke, Gibson L. E. Clarke, John E. C. Brinton, and James A. Hutchinson, 


reported: 


The petitioners state that, by a report made by Daniel J. Sutten, as register of the land office 
at Ouachita, in the State of Louisiana, to the Commissioner of the General Land, Office at the city of 
Washington, about January 1, 1821, the claim of Elijah L. Clarke, No. 68, and that of Lewis Clarke, 
No. 69, were placed in the fourth class of claims, and consequently rejected. They also state that 
upon a re-examination of said report by order of the Secretary of the Treasury, additional testimony 
having been furnished to the said register in support of said claims, he made a subsequent report to Mr. 
Crawford, then Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, (to whom the examination of the prior 
report is believed to have been submitted,) favorabie to both those claims, and requested that they might 
each be ranked in the third class of claims reported to Congress; all of which were confirmed. They 
allege that, owing to the omission of the Secretary, arising out of indisposition or a pressure of business, 
or because said second report was not received by him in time to be presented to Congress, the said claims 
were not placed in the third class, and that the second report was not submitted to the consideration of 
Congress. They therefore pray that an act may be passed confirming the claims aforesaid. 

The petitioners claim as actual settlers on and before December 20, 1803, with the permission of the 
proper Spanish officer—(See 2d section of act of 1805, Land Laws, page 280.) 

y an extract from the letter of the register of the land office at Ouachita, dated January 1, 1821, 
transmitting his report under the act of May 11, 1820, it appears that the fourth class of claims consists 
of Spanish claims, in which the testimony offered in support of them was not considered as worthy of 
belief. The register, in that letter, says that the claims in that class “evidently call for land in the State 
of Mississippi, and are believed to have been already entered in the district west of Pearl river. In fact, 
the whole of the claims in this last class of cases are considered as a base attempt to defraud the gov- 
ernment.” Each of those claims was placed by the register in said fourth class. ‘The testimony adduced 
in the first instance, and upon which the first report was founded, was the affidavit of one Elijah Clarke, 
who swore that said Elijah L. Clarke and Lewis Clarke each settled on the tracts of land which they 
respectively claimed in the month of November, 1803; that each of those persons cleared several acres 
of land, built cabins thereon, and continued to occupy and cultivate his said tract generally ever since. 
Samuel Durosset, by his affidavit, supported the statement made by said Elijah Clarke, and swears also 
that the said Elijah L Clarke and Lewis Clarke actually inhabited and cultivated their said tracts of land, 
respectively, on December 20, 1803, and since that period either by themselves or by others for their use. 
He also swore that the said claimants, together with himself and others in the neighborhood, had permis- 
sion to settle from the Spanish commandant. 

The committee were furnished with testimony to show that Mr. Crawford, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, on April 30, 1821, directed the register at Ouachita to re-examine all the cases upon which he 
had reported about which any suspicion might arise, and to receive any evidence which he could obtain 
concerning them. 

The register, in a letter addressed to Mr. Crawford as Secretary of the Treasury, dated “ Land Office, 
Ouachita, December 1, 1821,” acknowledges the reception of his letter of the 30th of April, and says, 
“since which time I have nothing further to add, except that recently I have received some additional 
testimony and information from two respectable persons that induces me to believe the testimony formerly 
given on the claims of Elijah L. Clarke, No. 68, and Lewis Clarke, No. 69. I consider it my duty to com- 
municate this to you, and request, if not too late, that they may be put in the third class of claims.” 

The claim of Elijah L. Clarke was for seven hundred and thirty-three acres of land, situated on the 
Lake St. Joseph, in the county of Concordia, adjoining the claim of Durossct on the south, That of Lewis 
Clarke was for six hundred and forty acres in same county, and on said lake. 

On July 25, 1821, an additional affidavit was filed in the office of the register at Ouachita, as appears 
from the certificate of John Hughes, register of the land office north of Red river, State of Louisiana, 
sworn to by David Davenport and seventeen other persons, who state themselves to be inhabitants of 
Claiborne county, State of Mississippi, opposite and near the Lake of St. Joseph, in which they swear that 
they are well acquainted with Elijah Clarke and Elijah L. Clarke, and that they believe the said Elijah L 
Clarke to be justly entitled to a confirmation of his claim to a tract of land on the Lake St. Joseph, as 
entered at the office of the register of the land office north of Red river, in the month of December, 1320, 
from actual settlement prior to December 20, 1803, as well as from its occupancy since by different persons 
for him up to 1820, with the exception of high waters. And they also swear that they had always under- 
stood, and did believe, that the said Elijah L. Clarke, with several other persons, settled and improved 
Jands on Lake St. Joseph in the fall of 1803, by permission received from the Spanish governmeut; and 
that both he and Elijah Clarke are good farmers, honest men, and that their testimony is entitled to full 
credit. The affidavit of Gibson Clarke was also filed: in said office, dated August 19, 1821, in which he 
Supports the statement made by Elijah Clarke and Durosset. He says that the land so improved lies 
adjoining a tract in his (Gibson Clarke’s) possession at the time said Elijah L. Clarke made said settle- 
ment, and that it cornered at the mouth of what was commonly called Clarke’s bayou, where it leaves 
Lake St. Joseph, and which bayou empties itself into the Tensaw, and was in the parish of Concordia 

“and State of Louisiana; that said land has ever since been in said E. L. Clarke’s possession, over which 
he has ever since exercised exclusive ownership, and paid taxes therefor. He states that no one else has 
ever, that he knows of, made any improvement on said land, nor does he know of any other claim attempted 
to be set up to said land, and that he has resided almost ever since said E. L. Clarke made said improve- 
ment on an adjoining tract. 

Whatever doubts might properly have been entertained as to the justice of the claim of Elijah L. 
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Clarke upon the testimony upon which the register founded his first report, the committee are of opinion 
that the testimony subsequently furnished renders it very clear, As the claim of Lewis Clarke, who is 
now dead, was as fully supported as that of Elijah L. Clarke was by the testimony of Durosset, and by 
that of Elijah Clarke, (whose respectability of character is fully proven,) the committee recommend the 
confirmation of that also; and have accordingly reported bills confirming each of those claims. 
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LAND CLAIM IN MICHIGAN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1827. 


Mr. Bucxyer, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of Agnes Slacke, of the city of London, reported : 


The petitioner states that by the will of John Slacke, her deceased husband, she has been invested 
with certain titles to the undivided half of a tract of land called the Seigniory of St. Mary, or Sault St. 
Mary, in Michigan Territory, which was devised to her late husband by his uncle, Arthur Noble, formerly 
of Nobleborough, in the State of New York, late of the city of Westminster, in Great Britain, now 
deceased. She alleges that the land referred to was held by and occupied under the original grantees, 
and secured to them »y the treaties between France and Great Britain by which Canada was ceded to the 
latter power. 

She prays that an act may be passed confirming her title and the titles of the other persons interested, 
who claim under the original grantees. She also prays that Congress would not authorize the emanation 
of patents for said land, or any part of it, to any of the occupants of it, unless they hold under the original 
grantees, according to the usages and laws of Canada in similar cases. In support of the claim she files 
the following papers: 

Ist. A paper purporting to be an original grant by the Marquis de la Jonquierre, governor and 
lieutenant general in what was then called New France, now Canada, and Francis Bigot, intendant of the 
same, to Sieurs De Bonne, captain of the regiment of Conde, and to Chevalier De Repentiguy, ensign of 
the troops of Canada, registered at Quebec, with the ratification thereof by Louis XV, King of France, 
at Versailles, which appears to have been also recorded at Quebec June 24, 1751. The grant aforesaid 
bears date October 18, 1750, and is for said seigniory called St. Mary, or Sault St. Mary, containing six 
French leagues in front, by six leagues, like measure, in depth, adjoining the river which separates the 
two lakes. 

2d. An authenticated copy of a deed of conveyance, dated July 12, 1796, from one Pierre Amable de 
Bonne, at that time one of the judges of his Majesty’s court of king’s bench for the district of Quebec, 
in Lower Canada, to James Caldwell, for the undivided half of said seigniory. Said P. A. De Bonne, the 
grantor in said last-mentioned deed, is stated therein to be the son of De Bonne, one of the original 
grantees, but of this no proof whatever is exhibited. 

3d. A copy of a deed, dated July 18, 1798, from said Caldwell to one Arthur Noble, for an undivided 
half of said seigniory or tract of land. 

4th. A copy of the will of Arthur Noble, by which he devised the whole of his lands in the United 
States to John Slacke, which appears to have been duly recorded July 22, 1814. 

5th. Authenticated copies of the will and codicil to said will of John Slacke, devising all his lands 
in the United States to Agnes, his wife, in trust, &c. 

There was no proof before the committee to show that the original grantées, or any claiming under 
them, have ever had actual possession of said land or any part of it. The petition is presented by Agnes 
Slacke only. The committee are of opinion, from the great lapse of time since the emanation of the 
original grant, that the probability of the death of the Chevalier De Repentiguy amounts to almost 
certainty. Whether he left any heir capable of inheriting his claim to said land is altogether uncertain. 
Without, however, intending to give any opinion upon the merit of the claim attempted to be set up, it is 
clear that, in the deduction of title, there is an omission of important proof as to the heirship of P. A. De 
Bonne. 

The mere declaration in the deed, that he claimed the half of said seigniory by succession, upon the 
death of his father, furnishes no testimony whatever of that fact, if even true. 

The committee advise, at least upon the proof exhibited, the rejection of the claim. 
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APPLICATION TO COMMUTE MILITARY BOUNTY LAND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 18277. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of Margaret Daniels, late Margaret Repshere, widow of Leonard Repshere, reporied: 


She states that the said Leonard, who was her former husband, was a soldier in Captain Pentland’s 
company, in the 22d regiment of the United States infantry, and that he died in the United States army 
during the late war with Great Britain. She-alleges that she presented her claim for arrears and bounty, 
soon after the close of the war, for settlement at the office of the Secretary of War. That it was not 
allowed because the death of said Leonard had not been reported to the War Department, and which was 
not proven until after the acts allowing a commutation of the military bounty land for five years’ half-pay 
had expired. That, after waiting about seven years, she had to prove the fact of his death by soldiers 
who were present when it occurred, and then received said arrears of wages. She alleges that she 
was regularly appointed as guardian of said Leonard’s children August 16, 1822, and then made a regular 
assignment, in due form of law, of the military bounty land for said children, who are yet under sixteen 
years of age; which relinquishment she says is on file in the Department of War, as are also the testi- 
monials of her appointment as guardian, and proof of the ages of the children. She prays that, not being 
prevented by her own negligence, but by that of the officer whose duty it was to make a report of his 
death to thé Secretary of War, she may be restored to her right of claiming, as guardian, a commutation 
in money in lieu of said bounty land. It is proved that the petitioner married one Stewart after Repshere’s 
death, who died, and that she then married Daniels, who is also dead. It appears from testimony laid 
before the committee that said Leonard enlisted as a soldier January 28, 1813, for five years, and that he 
served until he died at Plattsburg, in June, 1814, leaving said Margaret his widow, and five children, who 
reside in Philadelphia; that he belonged to said Captain Pentland’s company of the 22d regiment; and 
that the War Office contains no record or testimony of his death, except an affidavit of one Joseph Rep- 
shere, dated June 5, 1821, filed for the purpose of obtaining the arrears of wages due for the services of 
said soldier. 

Had the petitioner been appointed as guardian of said children before the time limited in the acts for 
commutation, as they are usually called, had expired, and had desired to obtain the benefit of those acts, 
it is clear that she would have been prevented from doing so unless she had furnished the proof which 
she did furnish in 1821. But there is no proof that she made such an application until after the expiration 
of the time allowed by these acts, nor is there any proof of her appointment as guardian, or that she ever 
executed, as such, any relinquishment. So far from it, it appears, from information received from the War 
Department, that on May 22, 1822, which was after the expiration of those acts, she acknowledged that 
she had neglected to make the relinquishment, and no such relinquishment has been filed. The committee, 
therefore, are of opinion that the prayer of her petition ought not to be granted. 
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LEAD MINES IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 2, 18277. 


Mr. Barron, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill*‘ to authorize the President 
of the United States to cause the reserved lead mines in Missouri to be exposed to public sale,” 
reported: 


That, from the best information they have been enabled to obtain upon the subject, there is in 
Missouri a tract of country of an hundred miles square, extending from the river Missouri southwardly, 
and from the river Mississippi westwardly, abounding in lead and iron ore, that may be denominated 
mineral lands. 

For the United States to reserve and lease all the mineral lands in Missouri would be to hold one- 
fourth of her area in a state of tenantry. It would require the creation of a new corps of federal officers 
or agents to superintend the mining, and ultimately be of less advantage to the Union than if the mines 
were committed to the care and ardor of individual enterprise. 

Such a measure is believed by the committee to be neither the policy nor the intention of the gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

The committee believe, however, that it is not expedient to authorize the sale of the lead mines of 
the United States that have been discovered at the present time. 

The United States afe progressing with the measure of exploring and ascertaining the value of the 
public mines. Information upon those subjects is believed to be desired by, and due to, all the common 
owners of that public property before the adoption of the measure proposed in the bill; and, in the present 
circumstances of the people of that country with respect to their gencral means of purchasing, it is 
believed that the proposed sales are not called for by their interests. 

The committee, therefore, recommend that the further consideration of the bill under consideration 
be indefinitely postponed. 
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CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 5, 1827. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and documents 
of Elizabeth Cox, former wife of Thomas Bills, and of the children of said Thomas Bills, reported: 


The petitioners state that in the year 1804 Christopher Miller, of Mississippi Territory, obtained 
from the Spanish government an order of survey for six hundred arpents of land lying in what is now 
the parish of Feliciana, and State of Louisiana; that in said “oe he caused the land to be regularly 
surveyed by a duly authorized surveyor; that, before he could get a patent for it, the person in whom 
authority was vested to issue the grant had removed to Pensacola, by which he was prevented from 
obtaining it, although all the requisitions preparatory thereto, according to the regulations of the Spanish 
government, had been complied with. They allege that said Thomas ‘Bills, in the year 1805, purchased 
said land from Miller at the price of one thousand “dollars upon a belief that the title was valid, being so 
advised by the Spanish officers of the country. They state that when said Bills purchased the land aforesaid 
he resided in what is now called East Baton Rouge, and that he did not know that his inhabiting said 
land would be important to the validity of his title. They also state that in 1815 Thomas Bills entered 
the claim for confirmation with the commissioner of the proper land office, but that they have not learned 
what report in relation to it was made. They further allege that in the year 1816 Thomas Bills inhabited 

said land, having moved to it to render more secure his title thereto; that he died upon it; and that the 
petitioners have ever since resided upon it. That in the year 1820 they again entered said claim for 
confirmation at the office of the register of St. Helena, but that it was rejected on account of the late date 
of the settlement. They state that they are poor; that, unless a law be passed confirming their claim, 
which they request, they will lose the thousand dollars paid by said Bills, and be reduced to a state of 
wretchedness and distress, &c. 

They produce no evidence in support of their claim, except the deed from Miller to said Bills, which 
is offered as testimony of the purchase, and the PO, the order of survey, and plat of survey made in 
pursuance thereof. 

The register of the land office at St. Helena certifies that the papers filed in, his office in support of 
the claim consist of a request for the grant of the land, (requéte,) an order of survey, and plat of certificate 
of the Spanish surveyor, such as gr ants from the Spanish governments are usually made upon; that the 
respective dates of these papers are such as are stated in the foregoing statements of the petitioners; 
but that he refused to grant a certificate preparatory to a confirmation of said claim, because the settlement 
did not begin earlier than the end of the year 1815. 

The facts stated present a case of considerable hardship to the petitioners, but the committee do not 
consider it as one which will justify the relief prayed for; were it granted, it would be extending an 
indulgence and favor to them which has been denied to others whose claims were not less meritorious. 
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CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 6, 1827. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and documents 
° of Bartholomew Martin, reported: 


The petitioner states that he is the proprietor of a tract of land situated in the State of Louisiana, 
on the Bayou Benfonca, in the parish of St. Tammany; that he filed his claim with the commissioners of 
the land office at St. Helena Court-house, but that, owing to some accident or cause unknown, the com- 
missioners failed to make a report on said claim to Congress, and that it has therefore not been confirmed. 
He prays for the passage of an act by which the title aforesaid may be confirmed to him. The certificate 
of David Bradford, clerk of the land office at St. Helena, is filed, by which it appears that notice of the 
glaim of the widow Rillieux to a tract of land in the parish of St. Tammany, of two leagues in front on 
the Bayou Benfonca, and with a depth extending in the prairies from Blantes to the settlements of Pearl 
river, was filed in his office prior to June 1, 1820, and recorded, and that the titles in support of said claim 
were also recorded, but that there does not appear to have been any report made on said claim to 
Congress by the commissioners. 

There is also a receipt filed, of the clerk of said office, for certain papers deposited in his office for 
record in support of said claim. 

The petitioner also exhibits a certified copy of a paper signed by the widow Rillieux, dated September 
20, 1769, by which she acknowledges to have sold to her son, Vincent Rillieux, the land granted to her late 

husband. by the Spanish government, on Bayou Benfonca and Pearl riv er; but there is no testimony of 
title in the petitioner, nor is there a errant exhibited, or other satisfactory testimony of said claim. 
The committee therefore recommend the rejection of the petition. 


VOL. 
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CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 9, 1827. 


Mr. Garrison, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom has been referred the petition of 
Simon and Leondre Ducré, reported : 


That the petitioners state that they, in copartnership with Hilliare Ducré, now deceased, became the 
proprietors of a tract of land on Bayou La Cohibe, in the parish of Tammany, in the State of Louisiana, 
by a conveyance from Louis Reggio; and, by reason of the decease of their brother, Hilliare Ducré, they 
are legally entitled to the whole of said tract of land as his heirs-at-law. That they duly filed their clains 
with the commissioners of the land office at St. Helena Court-house; but that, owing to some reason 
unknown to the petitioners, the commissioners have not reported their claim to Congress for confirmation. 

The affidavit of one Stephen Reine, taken before a justice of the peace in the State of Louisiana, 
January 13, 1820, is filed, who swears that he knows that Louis Reggio had made an establishment on a 
concession on the Bayou Cohibe, which he, Reggio, obtained from Don Miro, governor of Louisiana, 
made furnaces thereon for making tar, and remained on the land several years. A conveyance from the 
said Louis Reggio to the petitioners is exhibited, taken before a judge of the parish of St. Barnard, in 
said State; also a certificate from David Bradford, a clerk in the land office at St. Helena, stating that 
the notice of claim, and proofs in support of the same, was recorded in the office prior to June 1, 1820. 

The committee conceive that the proof in support of the original grant by the Spanish government, 
resting as it does on the deposition of a single individual, is too vague and uncertain; that the title papers 
produced in the land office does not prove any title in the grantor to the petitioners. mm 

The committee therefore pray to be discharged from the further consideration of the petition, &c. 
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APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION ON ACCOUNT OF LAND WARRANTS ISSUED BY THE 
STATE OF GEORGIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 10, 1827. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petitions and docu- 
ments of John Overall, reported: 


The petitioner states that in the month of February, 1784, the legislature of the State of Georgia 
passed a resolution upon the subject of extending her settlements to the bend of Tennessee river. That 
certain commissioners were appointed to carry the same into effect; and also other officers for the regu- 
lation of the intended settlement. That, by said resolution, one thousand acres of land were to be allowed 
to each emigrant to that section of country, at the price of one-eighth part of a dollar per acre, to be paid 
on the emanation of the grant. He states that in the fall and winter of 1785 the commissioners proceeded 
to said point on the Tennessee river; and that they employed as guards a number of men, under a promise 
that each should be entitled to receive one thousand acres of land in said bend of the river, or Tennessee 
district; that under that agreement they were accompanied, among others, by George Dardin, jr., George 
Dardin, sen., George Gallohan, Thomas Gallohan, James Gallohan, James Scott, William Nelson, Joseph 
McConnell, Charles Roberson, Alexander Kelly, John Woods, Alexander Cunningham, William Fisher, 
Abraham Utter, John Cowin, and David Mitchell; and that warrants issued to each of those men, of which 
the petitioner now has possession, signed by said commissioners, who were acting, in issuing said+ 
warrants, under the authority of said State. The petitioner exhibits one of the warrants as a specimen, 
and states his willingness to produce the others, if required; and prays that an act be passed allowing a 
proper compensation, as they never obtained the land promised, and for which said warrants issued. The 
following is a copy of the warrant exhibited: 


“ GEORGIA : 
“To John Donelson, esq., county surveyor of the county of Houston, in the district of Tennessee : 

“You are hereby authorized and required to admeasure and lay out unto George Dardin, sen., a tract 
of land which shall contain one thousand acres, in the said county of Houston and district aforesaid, 
taking especial care that the same has not been heretofore laid out to any person or persons. And you 
are hereby also directed and required to record the plat of the same in your office, and transmit a copy 
thereof, together with this warrant, to the surveyor general within thirteen months from this date. 
Given under our hand, December 21, 1785. 

“JOHN DONELSON. 


“JOHN SEVIER.” 


The warrant is printed, except as to the name of Dardin, that of the county, and the number of acres. 
The legislature of Georgia, February 20, 1784, adopted a report of a committee to appoint commis- 
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sioners vested with powers necessary to ascertain the quantity, quality, and circumstances of the 
lands lying in what was called the Big Bend of Tennessee. In pursuance of that report, on the next day 
they did appoint seven commissioners for the object contemplated, who were directed to make a report of 
their proceedings to the legislature for their consideration, and who, by said report so adopted, were to 
receive such compensation for their services as might be deemed adequate and satisfactory. In the 
report is this provision : “Provided, notwithstanding, That the said board shall have power, and they are 
hereby authorized, if they, or a majority of them, may think it necessary, in such manner as to them may 
seem most expedient, to proceed to grant warrants of surveys, which shall, when executed, be transmitted, 
with the plats, to the surveyor general’s office, in order that the same may pass to a grant, as the law 
directs: Provided, That no one person shall be eligible to hold or obtain a grant of more than one thousand 
acres of land, and that he or they so obtaining a warrant shall, at the same time, give bond and security 
to pay into the treasury of the State at and after the rate of one-eighth of a dollar per acre; which sum 
shall be paid before he, she, or they shall obtain a grant.” 

On December 22, 1785, a majority of the commissioners reported their proceedings to the House, by 
which, among other things, it appears that they had made divers appointments, and had granted an 
indulgenceZof three years to the purchasers, and had taken bonds to a large amount, &c.; which report 
cannot now be obtained, having been, as it is supposed, lost or destroyed. In the fall or winter of 1785, 
John Donelson, John Sevier, William Downs, and Stephen Heard, four of the commissioners appointed, 
attended west of the Appalachian mountains, in company with a considerable number of men whom they 
had employed to guard them down the river, and to assist them in making the proposed settlement, (great 
danger being apprehended from the Indians,) and proceeded down the Holston and Tennessee rivers to 
what was called the Big Bend of Tennessee river, to which region of country they gave the name of 
Houston county, lying within what was the chartered limits of Georgia, where they proceeded to issue 
land warrants to be located within the said bend of Tennessee and the county of Houston, taking from the 
purchasers bonds, with security, for the payment of one-eighth of a dollar per acre for the land sold. The 
legislature of Georgia understanding that the commissioners, in the performance of said duty, had 
expended considerable sums of money in quieting the Indians resident in that part of the country, and in 
bearing their own expenses, &c., by a resolution dated August 14, 1786, declared that each of the com- 
missioners appointed on the Tennessee business who had actually attended their duty should be entitled 
to 5,000 acres of land in said district as a gratuity and full compensation for their services, but do not 
mention or allude to the men who had attended them as guards. 

There is no proof before the committee which will authorize them to say that the men named by the 
petitioner as the persons to whom the warrants issued were employed by the commissioners to accompany 
them, although it is very probable that such was the fact, as it is proven that they were attended by a 
company employed for the purpose. In determining on this case, among other matters, it is important to 
inquire into the true nature and extent of the power with which the commissioners were vested, and see 
if they acted within the pale of that authority. The authority granted was, that the board, consisting of 
seven commissioners, should have the power, if they or a majority should think it necessary, in such manner 
as to them should seem most expedient, to proceed to grant warrants of survey, &c. The concurrence of 
at least a majority was required to issue a warrant. Besides, the persons obtaining warrants were to 
give bond, with security, to pay into the treasury of the State one-eighth part of a dollar per acre, to be 
paid previous to the emanation of a grant. The commissioners acted as the agents or officers of the State, 
under a public resolution of that State, of which those to whom warrants issued are not to be 
presumed to be ignorant. It is evident, therefore, that no contract which they made with a company of 
men to guard them was obligatory on the State, and, of course, no warrant issued in virtue of such 
contract. If warrants were obtained by them, they were bound to procure them, not for labor performed 
or danger incurred, but at the price of one-eighth of a dollar per acre, secured by bond, &c. Unless they 
issued in that way, or were afterwards recognized as valid by the legislative power of the State, the 
surveys made thereon did not entitle the holders of them to grants. This view of the case is taken on the 
supposition that the warrants named were issued as a compensation for services rendered, and not at the 
price named in the report or resolution of the legislature, which the petitioner himself declares to be the 
fact. If, however, he had made no such declaration, it should be remarked that there is no proof showing 
that bonds were executed or the price paid. Whether any surveys were ever made on these warrants, 
or attempts to procure patents, we are altogether uninformed, except so far as the declaration of the peti- 
tioner is to be regarded. Others, who had most probably secured by bond the stipulated price, applied 
for grants, which the governor of Georgia refused; for what reasons we are left to conjecture. It was 
probably, among other reasons, because the warrants had been signed by two commissioners only, as that, 
from the warrants exhibited, appears to have been their practice, and because the claims depended upon 
a mere resolution of the House; for it appears by a report of a committee appointed by the legislature of 
that State, made August 1, 1786, that, at the time the first resolution on the subject passed, in 1784, a 
committee was directed to bring in a bill for enacting the same into a law, but that no such bill had ever 
been reported. 

On August 7, 1786, a committee appointed for that purpose reported a bill, to be entitled “An act for 
laying out a district in the bend of Tennessee,” which, having been read the first time, was finally 
rejected. They, however, passed a resolution declaring that the title of any person or persons whatever 
to any land in the district of Tennessee, so far as the same is sanctioned or authorized by former resolu- 
tions of assembly, should not, in any respect, be weakened or injured by the rejection of the bill aforesaid. 
This resolution does not alter in any manner the condition of those claims. Its object appears to have 
been to exclude the idea of any intention to interfere with them, and to show that they were to be 
considered in statu quo. 

On October 31, 1787, an act was passed in said legislature “to suppress the violence of Indians.” 
The eleventh section of that act, the act having declared in a previous clause that certain portions of land 
in said district of Tennessee should be given as compensation for services to be rendered to those who 
should serve as officers and soldiers to suppress the Indians, contains the following proviso: ‘“ Provided, 
That the right of pre-emption on all surveys heretofore made by the authority of this State shall be first 
set apart.” 

It has already been observed that the warrants in question appeared to have been issued irregularly 
and illegally; and, in allusion to this last-mentioned act, it may be remarked that the petitioner says that 
no surveys were ever executed in pursuance of those warrants. Independent of the foregoing objections, 
the committee do not conceive that the petitioner has shown the slightest ground for the passage of an 
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act on his petition and for his benefit. None of the warrants are in his name, nor are they assigned to 
him. Whether they came into his possession by contract, or were placed there for the benefit of others; 
whether the men to whom they issued are living, or, if dead, have left heirs; and, indeed, whether they 
pretend to set up a claim against the government, we know not. Forty odd years have elapsed since the 
warrants were issued; and had they been in every respect regular, they would form at this time the 
foundation of very stale demands, to say the least of them. The committee are of opinion that the claims 
ought not to be supported. 





To the honorable the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled : 


The remonstrance and memorial of John Overall for a compensation for certain old claims, land war- 
rants, now in his possession, formerly issued to the following persons, viz: George Dardin, jr., George 
Dardin, sr., George Gallohan, Thomas Gallohan, James Gallohan, James Scott, William Nelson, Joseph 
McConnell, Charles Roberson, Alexander Kelly, John Woods, Alexander Cunningham, William Fisher, 
Abraham Utter, John Cowin, and David Mitchell, respectfully showeth: That, consistent with a law or 
resolution passed by the honorable legislature of the State of Georgia, in the month of February, A. D. 
1784, for extending the settlements of that State to the bend of Tennessee river, it appears by said laws 
that certain commissioners were appointed to carry the same into effect, as well'as civil officers for regu- 
lating the intended settlement, allowing, at the same time, one thousand acres of land to each citizen or 
emigrant, under stipulations of one-eighth of a dollar per acre to be paid when such citizen or emigrant 
should be entitled to receive a grant for said land, agreeably to warrant and survey, under authority of 
said commissioners. 

It appears from undoubted proof, herewith exhibited, that the said commissioners did, in the fall and 
winter of the year A. D. 1785, proceed to the district of Tennessee aforesaid, and that the said commis- 
sioners did employ in their service, and for their guard and safety, a number of men, under a promise that 
each of those men should be entitled to receive one thousand acres of land in the bend of Tennessee, or 
Tennessee district aforesaid. It also appears that, guided by the most implicit confidence in the faith of 
the honorable legislature of the State of Georgia, and in the commissioners acting under the laws, 
amongst others, the said George Dardin, jr., George Dardin, sr., George Gallohan, Thomas Gallohan, James 
Gallohan, James Scott, William Nelson, Joseph McConnell, Charles Roberson, Alexander Kelly, John Woods, 
Alexander Cunningham, William Fisher, Abraham Utter, John Cowin, and David Mitchell, did engage with 
said commissioners, and, at their own expense and risk, attend them on their expedition to the bend of 
Tennessee, the premises aforesaid, and did there and then reserve from the said commissioners land 
warrants for one thousand acres of land each, on the credit and faith of the State, signed by said commis- 
sioners, acting under her laws, which will more plainly and fully appear by the said original warrants 
now in possession of your memorialist, John Overall, in the respective names of the aforesaid persons, to 
whom the said land warrants were issued; one of which warrants, as a specimen, is hereto annexed, and 
others of the same tenor and date at the call of your honorable body. 

But it appears that the aforesaid commissioners, for judicious reasons, deemed it not proper to continue 
a settlement of the premises aforesaid at that period. They accordingly, with the men accompanying 
them, returned to their respective homes, under promise to the emigrants, at a future day, they would 
proceed to effect a settlement, and lay out and grant to the men whom they employed aforesaid the lands 
promised and called for in their, respective land warrants then issued. It also appears from the journals 
of the State of Georgia of 1786 that the said commissioners reported their proceedings to the honorable 
legislature of the State of Georgia, who therefore made compensation of five thousand acres of land to 
each of the commissioners, to be granted them in the said district of Tennessee, thereby ratifying their 
proceedings, and binding themselves in the faithful performances of their compact and promises to the 
emigrants and citizens who had obtained warrants aforesaid. It appears, after this period, that the said 
commissioners did not attempt the settlement of said county in consequence of the hostility of the Indians 
and for other judicious causes; therefore the emigrants to whom the promises were made, and the land 
warrants issued upon the faith and credit of the State of Georgia, in virtue of officers acting under the 
laws, were never located nor surveyed, but have been ever held and considered as just claims, agreeable 
to their contract with said State of Georgia, and agreeable to the cession of that territory by the said 
State of Georgia to the United States, of the day of , whenever a provision is made for legal 
land claims, of which your memorialist begs leave, with submission to the superior judgment of your 
honorable body, to remark that, in equity, he conceives his claims rank amongst the most deserving. 
Relying on the wisdom, magnanimity, and justice of your honorable body, your memorialist therefore 
prays that the legality and equity of the aforesaid land warrants and claims may be taken under 
consideration, and such compensation allowed him as your honorable body may, in your superior 

judgment, conceive to be just and equitable and right. And your memorialist will be ever in duty bound 


to pray. 
JOHN OVERALL. 








Fesruary 1, 1826. 





Georata, January 20, 1826. 


It appears from the journals of the honorable legislature of the State of Georgia that in February, 
A. D. 1784, a resolution or law was passed for disposing of certain lands in the bend of Tennessee river ; 
commissioners were appointed for carrying the same into effect, as well as civil officers for regulating the 
intended settlement. 

In the fall or winter of 1785 the said commissioners met on the Holston, now State of Tennessee, and 
did there raise a number of emigrants, by offering to each able-bodied man one thousand acres of land in 
the aforesaid bend of Tennessee, agreeably to the aforesaid law; provided the said men should equip 
themselves with arms for defence, and, at their own expense, provide themselves with provisions, and 
attend the said commissioners, as a guard for their security and defence, to the bend of Tennessce, the 
premises aforesaid. On the above conditions a number of men were raised and joined at the mouth of 
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French Broad river; from thence the said men did, on terms aforesaid, attend the said commissioners to 
the premises aforesaid, and upon the conditions aforesaid. After the said commissioners had ascertained 
the situation and latitude of the country, iv the month of December, A. D. 1785, they held a board upon 
the premises aforesaid, and, agreeably to the contract and agreement with the said men who accompanied 
them as their guard and security, they did then and there issue to the men land warrants of survey for 
one thousand acres of land to each man, to be located or surveyed upon lands in the said bend of Tennessee, 
or Tennessee district, which they named and called Houston county. I was personally acquainted with 
said commissioners; often aided them in business, and, to the best of my recollection, the above-mentioned 
land warrants were the first land warrants issued by said commissioners under the aforesaid law, and for 
lands in the bend of Tennessee. 

It may also be necessary to remark that the said land warrants were printed and carried to the 
District of Tennessee for the aforesaid purpose; and, to the best of my present recollection, all the said 
warrants there issued were printed by the same type, upon the same kind of paper, and signed by the 
commissioners. Some of which warrants, with others, were shortly after lodged in the land office of the 
surveyor general of the State of Georgia, as will more plainly appear by reference thereto. 

I was personally acquainted with George Dardin, sen., who did attend the commissioners in person, 
and I do believe the annexed sand warrant, in the name of said Dardin, to be one of the original land 
warrants issued by the said commissioners at the time and place aforesaid, as will more plainly appear by 
reference to such land warrants as were returned to the surveyor general’s office aforesaid, of the same 
tenor and date. After issuing the said land warrants the said commissioners returned, with the men 
accompanying them, to the then inhabited country, under promise, at some future day, to attend upon the 
premises aforesaid, where the said emigrants, as they thought proper, should locate their land warrants 
to such lands as they might choose. From certain intervening causes it appears that the said commis- 
sioners did not, after that date, meet again upon the premises aforesaid; but did arrange and settle their 


future business, agreeably to said law, at sundry meetings held by them in the settled boundaries of the 
State of Georgia. 
ZACHARIAH COX. 
District or Cotumpra, Washington County, ss: 
On the 31st day of January, 1826, personally appeared before the subscriber, one of the justices of 


the peace for the District of Columbia aforesaid, Zachariah Cox, who made oath, in due form of law, that 
the facts set forth in the aforegoing statement subscribed by him are true to the best of his knowledge 


and belief. 
R. C. WEIGHTMAN, J. P. 





“ GEORGIA: 
“To John Donelson, esq., county surveyor for the county of Houston, and district of Tennessee : 

“You are hereby authorized and required to admeasure and lay out, or cause to be admeasured and 
laid out, unto George Dardin, sen., a tract of land, which shall contain one thousand acres, in the said 
county of Houston and district aforesaid, taking especial care that the same has not heretofore been laid 
out to any person or persons; and you are hereby also directed and required to record the plat of the 
same in your office, and transmit a copy thereof, together with this warrant, to the surveyor general, 
within thirteen months from this date. 


“Given under my hand this 21st day of December, 1785. 
“JOHN DONELSON. 


“JOHN SEVIER.” 





District or Corumpia, County of Washington : 

Personally appeared John Cocke, of the State of Tennessee, before the subscriber, a justice of the 
peace for said District, and, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he has been shown fifteen land 
warrants for one thousand acres each, directed to John Donelson, esq., county surveyor for the county of 
Houston and district of Tennessee, one in the name of John Cowin, one in the name of William Nelson, 
one in the name of David Mitchell, one in the name of Abraham Utter, one in the name of William Fisher, 
one in the name of George Dardin, one in the name of George Gallohan, one in the name of Thomas 
Gallohan, one in the name of James Scott, one in the name of James Gallohan, one in the name of John 
Woods, one i» the name of Charles Roberson, one in the name of Alexander Keily, one in the name of 
Joseph McConnell, and one, I think, in the name of Alexander Cunningham. The above-mentioned and 
described warrants of survey are signed by John Sevier and John Donelson. This deponent states that 
he was well and intimately acquainted with John Sevier, formerly governor of the State of Tennessee, and 
with the handwriting of Governor Sevier, and has no hesitation in saying he is satisfied the signature is 
in the proper handwriting of John Sevier, former governor of Tennessee; he had no acquaintance with 
Colonel John Donelson; he has, however, in the course of business, frequently seen writing admitted by 
all to be Colonel Donelson’s, and, from his recollection of its appearance, he thinks said land warrants 


were signed by him. 
JOHN COCKE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the subscriber, a justice of the peace for the county and District 
aforesaid, on this 6th day of January, 1827. 
JAMES YOUNG 





DecemBer, 1826. 


Sir: The honorable House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled have ordered, last session, my petition for a remuneration for old land warrants issued by 
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authority of the legislature of Georgia to be laid before your honorable committee for their consideration 
to report on. You will please give the case such support as it merits. I beg leave to refer you to the 
information I laid before the honorable committee at the last session for the proofs required of me in 
support of my claim, which you have before you. There is one warrant annexed to my petition; the other 
fifteen warrants in my possession are ready at the call of your honorable committee. 

I beg leave to inform you that I reside in Virginia, about six miles from Georgetown, that any further 
information required of me respecting the business, you will please favor and drop me a line, directed to 
me at Georgetown, and it will be punctually attended to. 

I am, respectfully, yours, . 
JOHN OVERALL. 
Hon. Ricnarp A. Buckner, Chairman of Committee on Private Land Claims. 


P. S.—The Hon. John Cocke, of the House of Representatives, last session, waited on your honorable 
committee, I believe, and satisfied them as to the necessary proof of the signature of John Donelson, one 
of the commissioners who signed the land warrant annexed to my petition, and others in my possession. 
The Hon. Hugh L. White, senator, will prove the signature of John Sevier, the other commissioner who 
signed the aforesaid land warrants, if required. 


Yours, respectfully, J. OVERALI 








Grorcetown, February 22, 1826. 


In this case there is supposed to exist little or no difficulty as to facts. Every allegation upon which 
the claimants rest their application for relief is susceptible of proof. It appears that, confiding in an 
express contract entered into with them by public agents of the State of Georgia employed under the 
authority of the legislature to accomplish public objects, they performed valuable and meritorious ser- 
vices, agreeably to the terms of the stipulations on their part. They executed the contract, and complied 
with all the terms which entitled them to the remuneration which was promised. 

The value of these services is not now in controversy; if it be disputed, that also can be proved. 
The duty which they assumed, and the services they engaged to render, were, however, wholly contingent 
when the contract was made. They might be more or less laborious, and more or less perilous. They 
were, or they might be, exposed to Indian hostilities, and their lives might be lost in the conflicts which 
they had reason to apprehend. It was in consideration of these contingencies that the contract was 
framed; in full confidence that its terms would be complied with, the services were rendered. The com- 
missioners did so far comply with the terms of their engagement as to grant the warrants of survey upon 
which the claim rests. From motives of public policy these public agents did not fully execute all the 
objects of their appointment as originally contemplated, and therefore did not perfect either the titles of 
these memorialists or their own. The views and policy of the State were changed, and, in consequence 
of this alteration, these titles were necessarily and inevitably left imperfect and incomplete. The defects, 
however, originated neither with the commissioners nor the memorialists, but with the State itself. All 
that was to be done by the former—all that could be done—was done; what remained to be executed was 
to be performed by the State. The State, however, for its own purposes, stopped short; left these titles 
in their imperfect state; took away from these parties the means of completing and perfecting them; and 
the single question which remains is, whether this omission is to operate injuriously to the interests of 
those who are wholly innocent. It is presumed this will not be pretended by a government whose 
foundations are justice—the end and design of whose institutions are to protect and vindicate the rights 
of the citizen. 

If these commissioners were public agents, acting on behalf of and for the benefit of the State; if 
their acts were within the scope of the authority delegated to them, such acts are the acts of the State of 
Georgia. If this be conceded, that State was under a legal and equitable obligation to comply fully, on 
its part, with the terms of the contract, that is to say, to give perfection and validity to the inchoate and 
imperfect titles of the claimants. Having omitted or neglected to discharge this obligation, this neglect 
and omission cannot impair or annul the rights of these memorialists. 

Having reached this point in the consideration of the case, the question which remains to be exam- 
ined is, whether this claim, originally valid, both in law and equity, as against Georgia, is equally so against 
the United States. All the facts upon which the claimants rely are public and notorious; the proceed- 
ings of the legislature and the agents of the State, they were of a character to give notice to all the 
world; and the United States, accepting the cession from Georgia, took the property ceded, subject to 
all the equitable interests of other parties. If, then, the equitable rights of these claimants; if the State 
was under a moral or legal obligation to perfect their inchoate title, then it clearly and necessarily results 
that the United States are under an equally imperative obligation to do what Georgia was bound to do. 

If, however, as is understood, the United States have admitted this obligation in its fullest extent in 
regard to the titles of the commissioners, they have themselves sanctioned every principle which has 
been contended for. The commissioners, by their agreement with the State, were to receive, as a com- 
pensation for their services, five thousand acres of the same lands; their titles rested on the same basis; 
they were equally imperfect, and from the same causes; but compensation has been awarded them, and 
the contract has been complied with by the United States. By this contract it is admitted that the com- 
missioners were duly appointed as the public agents of the State of Georgia; that their acts created an 
imperfect and inchoate title, and that the equitable rights thus created were valid against the United 
States. This precedent, therefore, if it is correctly understood, seems to settle every question arising in 
this case, and to leave no one principle open to a contestation in controversy. 


RICHARD S. COXE. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS RESPECTING THE PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN HER LIMITS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 12, 182'7. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Illinois respectfully shows: That the peculiar 
relation of this State, in common with all the new States of the federal government, in respect to the 
public lands, imposes it upon this general assembly as an imperious duty to remonstrate against the 
present mode of selling those lands, and to urge upon your honorable body the justice and necessity of 
making some great and radical change therein. 

The State of Illinois contains nearly forty millions of acres of land, of which only about one million 
and a half of acres have yet been sold; and it is a melancholy truth that, if the present minimum price be 
adhered to, it must be several hundred years before all the soil of the State can be passed out of the hands 
of the federal government, and be subjected to the laws and jurisdiction of the State. 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that such delay will be injurious to the rights and interests 
of this State, by checking the growth of its population and preventing it from collecting taxes on much 
the largest proportion of its soil; and will be injurious to the federal government itself, by keeping much 
money out of the public treasury, and occasioning great waste and destruction of the timber on the public 
lands; and that it will be a virtual infraction of the compact between this State and the federal govern- 
ment, upon the point of not taxing those lands before they are sold, and for a certain term of years 
afterwards; which clearly implies, and was so understood by both parties, that the lands should be sold 
in a reasonable time. 

To complete the sales within a reasonable time, or, indeed, within any time at all, it is certain that 
the lands must be offered for what they are worth; and as the quality varies through all the gradations, 
from first rate soil, well supplied with wood and water, to second and third rate, and refuse soil without 
either wood or water, it is clear that there ought to be a corresponding variation of price to induce the 
people to purchase the inferior tracts. 

Such is the practice of private landholders, and such has been the practice of other States in selling 
their vacant territory. 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that land, like every other commodity, ought to be sold for 
what it is worth, and not held up at one uniform price for all sorts, good, bad, and indifferent; and they 
believe it would comport with sound policy, and the true interest of a republican government, to make 
donations of small tracts to actual settlers. 

Many half-quarter sections contain only a few acres of tillable land, not enough to make it an object 
to the purchaser who is able to buy a home, and yet which would be sufficient for a small and poor family, 
who by their industry and increase of population, and by adding something to the improvement and 
cultivation of the country, and, above all, by raising up a family of children, would amply indemnify the 
government for a gratuitous donation of such tracts. 

Your memorialists will not inquire how far a compact may be valid which alienates the sovereign 
powers of the State, with respect to taxing and disposing of the lands within her limits; nor how far it is 
consistent with the sovereignty and jurisdiction of the State that the federal government should exercise 
jurisdiction over any part of the soil and timber of the State, and prescribe penalties for trespasses upon it. 

They hope that all these questions may forever be avoided by a just and liberal disposition of the 
public lands, without further delay. 

It is not for your memorialists to dictate the course of policy to be pursued by the federal government, 
as it relates to fiscal or other concerns; but they believe it will be found on examination that no accession 
has been gained to the public revenue from the sales of the public domain, after the losses and charges 
upon its survey and sales, and the collection thereof, shall have been deducted. On the score of economy 
alone, if this should be found to be true, it is an indisputable conclusion that it would be most advantageous 
to the interests of the nation to make a transfer of the soil to the several States within which it may be 
situated. 

Other considerations of policy, founded on enlarged and enlightened views, public utility, and pros- 
perity, might be urged with much force; and various instances might be cited as memorable examples by 
other governments of its justice and propriety; but it is believed to be unnecessary to refer to them for 
the purpose of contrasting the magnanimity or great usefulness of those of remote or recent origin with 
our own course of policy in respect thereto. The elucidation of the sagacity and discernment of those 
governments, with reference to an increase of their population, resources and power, by the gratuitous 
donations of land, might not afford an advantageous comparison with that which has hitherto been 
pursued among ourselves. As evidences of the propriety and policy of producing a change so desirable, 
they may, however, with decorum be referred to, and it would certainly prove consolatory to profit by 
their examples and experience. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that your honorable body will take the subject-matter of their 
memorial into your serious consideration, and remedy the present evils, as well as to prevent all future 
ones, either by surrendering all the public lands in this State to the State upon equitable terms, or reducing 
the price and fixing a just graduation according to the different rates of the soil, and ceding all below a 
certain value to the State for the purpose of promoting education, constructing roads and canals, and, 
making gratuitous donations to actual settlers. All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

TH. REYNOLDS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives pro tem, 
WILLIAM KENNEY, 
Speaker of the Senate. 














872 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 551. 








Secrerary’s Orrice, Vandalia. 


SrateE oF ILLINoIs, ss: 

I, George Forquer, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
true copy of the original enrolled memorial on file in this office. In testimony whereof, I have 
hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the seal of State this twenty-fourth day of December, 

[8] in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and of the independence of 


the United States the fifty-first. 
GEORGE FORQUER. 
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NEW MADRID CLAIM. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1817. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Joseph 
Smith, reported: 


The petitioner states that in the year 1818 he became the purchaser of a location made by John B. 
Dupuis, of a Madrid claim, which had been previously made on section 9, township 50 north, of range 17 
west, in Howard county, and State of Missouri, which was subsequently claimed by a certain Boone 
Hayes as a pre-emption right; which last-mentioned claim was sustained. He says that, being informed 
of the fact previous to the expiration of the time limited by law for the location of the Madrid certificates, 
he made a location of said claim on relinquished land; but that on application for a patent, at the proper 
office, he was informed that it could not issue, as it was made necessary by law that the relinquished 
lands should first be offered for sale, or that two years must elapse before they were subjected to location; 
of all which he alleges that he was ignorant. He states that he settled upon the land, and made improve- 
ments thereon at considerable expense, &c., and requests that a law may be passed authorizing the 
emanation of a patent on said claim, in the name of said Dupuis. By information received from the 
General Land Office, it appears that section 9, in township 50 north, of range 17 west, had been located 
by a Madrid claim, in favor of John B. Dupuis, for six hundred and forty acres, but that the location 
aforesaid was afterwards withdrawn; the northwest quarter of section 9 having been entered January 20, 
1820, as a pre-emption claim, and that the residue of said section had since been sold. 

From the same source it is proved that the petitioner applied for a patent upon the certificate in favor 
of said Dupuis, accompanied by a certificate of the surveyor, that southwest quarter of section 22, the 
northwest quarter of section 28, and the northern half of section 27, in township 52 north, of range 17 
west, had been located in virtue of the aforesaid Madrid certificate April 22, 1823; but as those tracts had 
been relinquished to the United States in the months of August and September, 1821, under the provisions 
of the act of March 2, 1821, for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, the tenth section of which 
withdraws the lands surrendered under that act from sale for the period of two years after such surrender, 
that the patent was refused on the ground that relinquished lands were not subjected to location until the 
expiration of that period. The Commissioner of the General Land Office remarks that some patents were 
issued for locations covering relinquished lands before the office was apprised of the fact. The object of 
the law requiring that relinquised lands should first be offered for sale, or that two years should expire 
previous to their location, was evidently to obtain a fair price for them. The location in question would 
have been strictly in pursuance of the law if made in the month of September, 1823; and, as it was made 
only a few months earlier, and the petitioner would otherwise be without remedy, the committee recom- 
mend the passage of an act confirming the said location, and have accordingly reported a bill for that 
purpose. 


ALexanpria, January 10, 1827. 


Sir: I have seen Mr. Thornton, who said you wanted evidence of my being the legal holder of Dupuis’ 
claim. I do not hold the title from him. He sold to General Rector and Ninian Edwards, who sold to me. 
I have Rector’s deed, but it is in Missouri. I only ask that the location made of Dupuis’ claim may be 
sanctioned by Congress to Dupuis and his legal representatives. The objection to the issuing the patent 
by the land office was, that it had been re-located, as a part of the first location was held by a pre-emption, 
which made it necessary to raise the first location, and locate the claim elsewhere. It was re-located, as 
stated in my petition, upon lands relinquished; and, under the law, relinqished lands were not subject to 
location for two years, which neither I nor my agent were apprised of until I applied for the patent; and 
this is the only ground why the patent could not issue. Only twenty months had elapsed from the time 
of relinquishment when the last location was made; and though many patents had issued under similar 
circumstances, the law was not discovered at the land office until lately, as they told me, and that my 
remedy was to apply to Congress to do away that difficulty and sanction the location last made. 

In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH SMITH. 


Hon. Mr. Buckner, Chairman of the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
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CORRECTION OF AN ERROR IN THE ENTRY OF A QUARTER SECTION OF LAND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 15, 1827. 


Mr. Reep, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Gulledge, 
of Pike county, in the State of Mississippi, reported: 


That it appears to the committee, not only from the petition and affidavit of the said Thomas Gulledge, 
but likewise from the affidavits of Thomas Hamilton and James Ellis, that sometime in the month of 
March, in the year 1821, the said Thomas Gulledge made a written application to the register of the land 
office at Washington, State of Mississippi, to be permitted to enter the one-half of a quarter section of 
land, described in said written application as the west half of the northeast quarter of section number 20, in 
township number 4, and range number 10 east. And it likewise appears to the said committee that 
through the mistake of the said register a certificate issued to the said Thomas Gulledge, not for the 
half quarter section before described, and which he intended to enter, but for another and a different half 
quarter section, described in the patent which issued therefor, dated February 20, 1822, as the west half 
of the northwest quarter section 20, in township 4, of range 10 east, which it seems is poor land, unfit for 
cultivation or improvement. It appears, also, to the committee that the said Thomas Gulledge applied 
to the Register of the Land Office at Washington, and also the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
at Washington, to have this erroneous entry rectified, and restored to the land intended to be appropriated. 
But from each of those officers he received an answer that they had no power to rectify erroneous entries 
after a patent had issued, and was referred to Congress for relief. The committee is of opinion that, as 
the entry upon which the patent issued was made by mistake of the register, an officer of the govern- 
ment, the petitioner should not be bound thereby to retain lands which he never intended to appropriate, 
and that, therefore, he has an equitable claim upon Congress for relief. The committee accordingly report 
a bill for his relief, which is herewith presented. 
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CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 16, 1827. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and document 
of Grammont Filhioe, reported: 


The petitioner claims to be the owner of a tract cf land in the State of Louisiana, of six acres front, 
and of ordinary depth, in virtue of an order of survey of the Spanish government, dated May 15, 1789; 
and that in consequence of said order of survey having been mislaid, he could not enter the same before 
the board of commissioners within the time limited by law, and urges that similar claims presented to the 
commissioners of the land office at Ouachita, where this tract lies, were confirmed. He prays that a law 
may be passed confirming to him said claim. 

In support of it he presents a petition for settlement, dated April 20, 1789, and the permission 
granted in pursuance thereof, purporting to have been signed by Estevan Miro, dated May 15, 1789, who 
was then the Spanish governor of that country. The signature is believed to be genuine. The whole 
instrument, except the aforesaid signature, is (as the certificate of the register of the said, land office 
proves) in the handwriting of John Filhioe, who was then commandant at Ouachita. The permission 
to settle was upon the ordinary terms of clearing the road in front, settling thereon, &c., and to be void if 
not complied with in three years. As there is no proof offered, showing a compliance with the conditions, 
the claim ought, in the opinion of the committee, to be rejected. 





19ra Coneress.] No. 554. [2p Sesston. 








TO GIVE VALIDITY AND TIME FOR FURTHER EVIDENCE TO LAND CLAIMS IN THE 
DISTRICT OF OPELOUSAS, IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 1827. 
Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the report of the register of the 
land office at Opelousas, in the State of Louisiana, of October 1, 1825, (see No. 490,) reported: 


That at the last session of Congress a law was passed confirming fifty-nine of the claims contained in 
the report of the register, and recommended for confirmation; that thirty-seven claims contained in the 
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report of the register were not confirmed by the law of the last session, a part of which, in the opinion of 
the committee, ought to have been acknowledged as valid as some of those confirmed. It is due to your 
committee to say, in justification of the course which they now recommend, and as a reason why those 
claims were not embraced in the law of the last session, that the bill confirming those claims originated 
in the Senate, and when referred to the Committee on Public Lands was reported with amendmets 
embracing some of the claims now again referred. But the Senate disagreeing to the amendments, the 
committee consented, and so the House agreed to pass the law without embracing the claims now referred 
rather than lose the bill entirely and leave the claims now under consideration for future legislation. Of 
the thirty-seven claims not embraced in the law of the last session, but contained in the report of the 
register, the committee think that fifteen, to wit, Nos. 5, 6, 7, 16, 24, 84, 85, 86, 88, 89, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96 
which are rejected by the report of the register, ought to stand rejected. The committee think that fifteen 
other claims contained in the report of the register, viz: Nos. 28, 35, 36, 37, 41, 49, 50, 51, 57, 58, 67, 71, 
72, 73, 91, and which are neither confirmed nor rejected by the report of the register, but stated to be of 
doubtful character, are entitled, as is recommended in the report, to a more full examination before a final 
decision, satisfactory both to the government and the claimants, can be had. The committee are of 
opinion that seven claims contained in the report of the register, to wit, Nos. 27, 29, 30, 64, 68, 74, 81, 
and which were not decided on at the last session of Congress, ought to be confirmed. These seven claims 
are reported for confirmation by the register, and do not vary, either in principle or quantity, from the 
other claims contained in the register’s report, and which have received the sanction of Congress. 

The committee therefore report a bill to give validity to the seven claims above stated and referred 
to, and also to give time to the parties, whose claims are reported by the register as doubtful, to furnish 
evidence in support of the suspended claims. 
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COMPENSATION OF THE SURVEYORS GENERAL AND THEIR CLERKS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 17, 1827. 


Treasury Department, January 16, 1827. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 6th instant, “directing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to communicate to the House a statement showing the compensation allowed 
to the surveyor general, and other surveyors of the United States, for salary and other expenses, specifying 
the sum allowed to each officer, the number of clerks in each office, and the pay and emoluments allowed 
to each, the allowance for office rent, stationery, and all other contingent expenses in each office, for the 
years 1824 and 1825, and so much of the year 1826 as can be ascertained,” I have the honor herewith to 
transmit a statement prepared by the Register of the Treasury which contains the information required 
by the resolution. 

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect, your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Statement showing the compensation allowed to the surveyor general, and the other surveyors of the United States, 
Jor salary and other expenses, specifying the sum allowed to each officer, the number of clerks in each office, 
with the pay and emoluments allowed to each, the allowance for office rent, stationery, and all other contin- 
gent expenses in each office, for the years 1824, 1825, and so much of the year 1826 as can be ascertained, 
agreeably to the resolution of the House of Representatives of January 6, 182°. 
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Treasury Department, Register’s Office, January 12, 1827. 
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JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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LAND CLAIM IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 25, 1827. 


Mr. Stu, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred “A bill for the relief of 
Elihu Hall Bay, and others, confirming grants of lands in the district west of Pearl river derived 
from the British government of West Florida, and not subsequently granted by Spain or the United 
States,” reported: 


That the committee have attentively examined the subject, and find that the petitioners claim their 
lands under grants from the British government of West Florida, prior to the cession of that country, by 
Great Britain to Spain, in 1783, and that those grants are as full and ample as any grants formerly made 
by the British government to their former colonies, now the United States of America, and, like them, 
contain subsequent conditions, such as that the grants should be recorded in a certain office, which appears 
/ to your committee to have been duly executed; to pay a mere nominal quit rent, and to make some small 
improvement; which latter appear to have been more a matter of form than of substance, and to have 
become obsolete. Nor could the omission to perform them have divested the claimants of their fee simple 
estate therein, unless a proceeding for that purpose had been instituted in a regular form by the British 
government itself, in a court of competent jurisdiction for that purpose; which your committee have no 
ground to believe had, or could have been done; therefore the grants must remain unimpaired by those 
subsequent conditions. 

By a law providing therefor, passed April 25, 1812, that portion of country which lies south of the 
then Mississippi Territory, and east of the Mississippi river and island of New Orleans, and west 
of the Perdido river, was divided into two districts, between which Pearl river was the boundary, 
and authorizing a commissioner to be appointed for each of these districts, with powers, respectively, to 
inquire into the validity and justice of all such titles and claims to lands as should be filed in their respec- 
tive divisions, and to report thereon to the Secretary of the Treasury, whose duty it was to lay the same 
before Congress at its next session. 

In pursuance of the provisions of-the aforesaid law, James O. Cosby was duly appointed commissioner 
of the district west of Pearl river, and in pursuance of his duties did register and examine the grants and 
title deeds of the petitioners and report their respective claims to the Secretary of the Treasury as 
claims founded on complete grants derived from the British government, and ranged them in class No. 1 
for confirmation. : 

Your committee further report that on a former occasion, under precisely the same circumstances, of 
grants derived from the British government in the then Territory of Mississippi, in 1807, a board of three 
commissioners, of the first respectability, did report in favor of the claims under British grants, with 
similar subsequent conditions, without any evidence of their performance, that they were “more a matter 
of form than substance, and obsolete;” and that the same were laid before Congress by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and Congress did, by a law of July 5, 1812, ratify and confirm the claims so reported to 
the respective claimants thereof. Your committee therefore respectfully suggest that they can see no 
reason why the government should offer any discrimination in the rights of citizens claiming precisely 
under the same circumstances, and therefore report the bill without amendment. 
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RESERVATIONS OF LAND IN ARKANSAS UNDER THE TREATY OF NOVEMBER 15, 1824 
WITH THE QUAPAW INDIANS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 27, 1827. 


Mr. Srrone, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of James Scull and 
others, of Arkansas Territory, reported: 


That on November 15, 1824, a treaty was concluded between the United States and the Quapaw 
nation of Indians, in the Territory of Arkansas, by which the United States acquired a large and valuable 
tract of country. That when this treaty was made the Indians acknowledged to owe James Scull, one 
of the petitioners, seven thousand five hundred dollars; and by the 6th article of the treatyswith the 
Indians it is provided that said Scull should be paid that amount by the United States, either in money 
or by giving to said Scull two entire sections of land designated in the article. The United States had 
the privilege, by the treaty, to give to Scull the land or the money, and it appears from the documents 
herewith that the government has decided to give Scull the land. By the 7th article of the treaty 
provision is made that certain lands shall be granted to eleven of the tribe by name, amounting in all to 
the quantity of one thousand and forty acres. The question presented to the committee is what descrip- 
tion of title was given, or intended to be given, by the treaty ? whether a life estate only, or an estate in 
fee simple? It appears from the letter of the Commissioner of the General Land Office that, although no 
absolute decision has been made in relation to the title intended to be granted by the treaty, yet 
the department inclines to the opinion that a life estate only was intended. The committee think 
differently. It is true there are no words of perpetuity used in the treaty, but the committee think the 














878 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 557, 








words used in the treaty, “there shall be granted,” sufficiently clear of the intention of the parties to 
authorize the conclusion that a permanent interest in the soil was intended to be secured to the grantees, 
But if the intention of the parties is not sufficiently clear on the face of the treaty itself, the committee 
think it is rendered entirely so by the statement of Robert Crittenden, appended to the petition. Mr, 
Crittenden was the commissioner on the part of the United States who concluded the treaty, and his 
evidence goes the full length to show that the intention of the parties was to give to the grantees a fee 
simple interest and estate in the reservations. This intention of the parties, the committee are of opinion, 
ought, in this, as in all other cases, to be the rule of decision as regards the petitioners. The committee 
believe that although the treaty provides that “there shall be granted” to the petitioners certain tracts 
of land, yet that some legislative provision is necessary to enable the grantees to obtain from the 
government the proper evidences of their title. To settle the question of construction, and vbviate all 
difficulties in behalf of those indigent and unfortunate people, the committee report a bill. 





DeparTMENT OF War, January 26, 1827. 


Sir: On application to the Hon. H. W. Conway, 1 have the honor to state that by the 6th article of 
the Quapaw treaty of November 15, 1824, a reservation of land is secured to James Scull, in considera- 
tion of a debt of $7,500 due to him by the Quapaws, which reservation the department declined to 
purchase on an offer made of it by the reservee, preferring to avail itself of the option given in the treaty 
to do so. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

Hon. the Cuarrman of the Com. Public Lands, House of Reps. United States. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 20, 182°. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, relative to the reservations to the several persons in 
the Quapaw treaty, I have to state that the question as to the nature of the title which these pérsons take 
under the treaty has not been submitted heretofore to the consideration of this office; the opinion of the 
Attorney General thus far has not been required. 

No words of perpetuity being used in the treaty, I presume nothing more than a life estate was 
granted, and the more particularly so as it has been the usual practice of the United States, in all their 
Indian treaties, to grant only a life estate in lands to Indians, except unless under particular restrictions 
and limitations. 

Mr. Scull has not applied for a patent. It is understood he has had a survey made. 


With great respect, your obedient, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Joun Scorr, Chairman Com. Pub. Lands, House of Representatives. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The petition of the subscribers respectfully showeth: That whereas a treaty between the said United 
States and the Quapaw nation of Indians was made and entered into, and concluded, on the 15th day of 
November, in the year of our Lord 1824, at Harrington’s, in the Territory of Arkansas, by the Hon. Robert 
Crittenden, commissioner on the part of the United States, and certain chiefs and warriors of said nation 
of Quapaw Indians, the seventh article of which treaty provides for certain small grants of land to your 
humble petitioners therein named-— 

Now, therefore, we beg leave to represent to your honorable body that at the time of entering into 
said treaty, and for a long time thereafter, we did not entertain the shadow of a doubt that the small spot 
of the land of our nativity, granted to us by the provisions of said treaty for our future and permanent 
residence, was secured to us in fee simple, and to our heirs and successors forever. 

Under that impression, and under the most thorough conviction of the justice and mildness of the 
administration of your free and salutary form of government, we voluntarily surrendered all claims to a 
large and valuable tract of country, and were at once willing to exchange the wild pursuits of the hunter’s 
life for the more rational and natural employment of agriculture and husbandry. Some of us are already 
far advanced in years, and, agreeably to the course of nature, cannot promise ourselves many more days 
in the land of the living. That the small portion of land allotted to us in the treaty should descend to our 
heirs and assigns forever is the earnest prayer of your humble petitioners. 

We have preferred our cause to the honorable Mr. Secretary Crittenden, with whom we entered into 
the treaty; and from the unhesitating candor and sincerity with which he assures us of the justice of our 
claim, we are confidently inspired with the hope of final success before your honorable body. 

Cheered with the hopes of brighter prospects in future, we voluntarily placed our all in your hands, 
and have taken protection under and claim the guardianship of that government which we have always 
looked up to as an emblem of justice, and as the asylum of the afflicted of all nations. 

That your honorable body will pass such a law explaining the provisions of said treaty, and securing 
our several grants of land to us respectively, is the prayer of your most obedient humble servants, 


Joseph Duchasin. A. H. Sevier, (agent for Frangois Imbeau.) 
Saracen Boi Frangois Vaugine. Antoine Duchasin. 

Jo. Burn. Baptiste Josia. 

Baptiste Imbeau. Francois Cousot. 

Baptiste Boon. Joseph Dalien. 


Lewis Bartelme. James Scull. 
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Having been requested by the grantees to the lands conceded by the Quapaws to them by a treaty 
held at Harrington’s in November, 1824, to certify to the United States government the views under 
which the contracting parties executed that treaty, I state that, from the “talks” held with the Indians 

ending the treaty, their wish evidently was to concede an estate of inheritance, and not a life estate, in 
the lands granted by them, and that so understanding them I had designed the treaty so as to meet their 
wishes, and supposed, for months afterwards, that the phraseology of the treaty conveyed the highest 
title known to the laws. On reference, however, to precedents settled upon the subject, I am now con- 
yvinced that the words of the treaty do not fulfil the intentions of the contracting parties. 








Given under my hand May 4, 1826. ROBERT CRITTENDEN. 
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GRANT OF LAND IN LIEU OF A FORFEITURE IN THE PURCHASE OF LAND IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 27, 1827. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition and docu- 
ments of Samuel Sprigg, of the State of Ohio, reported: 


On March 3, 1805, an act of Congress was passed authorizing the sale of all the sections of land 
theretofore reserved for the future disposition of Congress at not less than eight dollars per acre-—(See 
Land Laws, page 124.) Under that act Thomas Orr, Joseph Anderson, James Crawford, and Bezaleel 
Wells purchased fractions near Steubenville, in Ohio. Each paid the first instalment. Wells made his 
entry in November, 1805, for fractional section twenty-six, in township two, range two, in the Steubenville 
district, containing 189.56 acres, at eight dollars per acre, and paid, according to law, the first instalment, 
amounting to three hundred and seventy-nine dollars and a few cents. He made no other payment for it, 
and, April 4, 1811, the land reverted to the United States. A letter addressed by Wells to the petitioner 
states that early in April he entered into a contract with him for the sale of said fraction. Wells says 
he had entered the land for a friend of his whe died; that he did not wish to pay for it himself and retain 
it; that he tried for sometime to sell it at the price he had agreed to give, but failed until he made the 
contract above alluded to with Sprigg, by which Sprigg agreed to pay to him, Wells, the amount of the 
first instalment. Each of them was of opinion that if the land reverted to the United States, under the 
act of February 29, 1808, it might be entered at four dollars per acre.-—(See same laws, page 125.) Of 
that opinion was also the register of the land office in said district. The contract was closed; Sprigg 
paid Wells the amount of said first instalment, and then entered said fraction, under the last-recited act, 
at four dollars per acre, in the name of John Thompson, which was paid. Mr. Gallatin, then Secretary of 
the Treasury, gave a different construction to that act, and directed the register to permit the land to be 
entered at cight dollars per acre, or that the purchaser should have the four dollars per acre which he had 
paid refunded to him. Sprigg had in the meantime purchased other land adjoining the said fraction, 
above and below it, and had executed leases of it to two men for seven years. The fraction aforesaid 
formed nearly the centre of the land, and it is proven that he would have sustained considerable loss had 
he yielded it to the United States. Under these circumstances he withdrew the entry in the name of 
Thompson, which had been made for his benefit, and re-entered it in his own name, at eight dollars per 
acre, which he paid, and received a patent for it. The committee are of opinion, although it is a question 
of some difficulty, that Mr. Gallatin’s construction of the act of 1808 was correct. The petitioner had 
been, no doubt, misled by the erroneous construction of the register; and although the government cannot 
be considered as bound by the erroneous construction of the laws of our public officers, yet the committee 
conceive that it would be neither magnanimous nor just that we should make a profit by such error in 
taking money from the pockets of those who were deceived by it. 

Such appears to have been the opinion of Congress; for although the other persons who made entries 
of land at the same time Wells did permitted their lands to revert, and, of course, the first instalment to 
be forfeited, Congress passed acts for their benefit, and directed the same to be deducted out of the price 
when they re-entered the same at eight dollars per acre-—(See Land Laws, pages 135, 133 and 134, and 
134 and 135.) It is not satisfactorily shown that Wells and Sprigg made the contract alluded to before 
the land reverted; it is, however, most probable that such was the fact, as it is very certain that the 
forfeiture of the first instalment was suffered with the intention of locating it at four dollars per acre. 
Wells acknowledges to have received from Sprigg the amount which he had paid. Sprigg, then, has 
actually paid, and the government has received, ten dollars per acre instead of eight dollars. The same 
measure of justice which was extended to the other purchasers alluded to should be observed toward the 
petitioner. The committee therefore recommend that he be allowed to locate one half section of any land 
belonging to the United States which has hitherto been offered for sale, and which is now subjected by 
law to location, as a compensation for said first instalment paid by Wells; and that upon the return of a 
plat and certificate of survey by the proper surveyor to the General Land Office a patent issue therefor 
to said Samuel Sprigg. For this purpose the committee present herewith a bill. 
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APPLICATION OF MISSOURI FOR FURTHER PROVISION FOR SETTLING LAND TITLES IN 
THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 29, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The subject of titles to land in this country, derived from the French and Spanish governments, is one 
which has for a long time engaged the attention of your body; and which, notwithstanding the many laws 
enacted by you, providing for their adjustment and determination, yet requires the further interposition 
of Congress. While in the State of Louisiana all these claims have, with few or no exceptions, been con- 
firmed to the claimants, a large portion of those situated in the State of Missouri remain unsettled. The 
knowledge possessed by this general assembly in relation to the land titles in the late provinces of Upper 
and Lower Louisiana induces them to believe that no efficient cause can operate against the former which 
did not operate against the latter. Reposing in the justice and equity of the cause, our citizens confidently 
expect from the general government an adherence to the precedents established in the adjustment of the 
land titles in the State of Louisiana, and respectfully invite the attention of Congress to this subject, 
expecting from the general government that the same justice and liberality will be extended to all her 
citizens similarly situated. This general assembly would represent that, under an act of Congress entitled 
“An act enabling claimants to land within the limits of the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas to 
institute proceedings to try the validity of their claims,” approved May 26, 1824, a great number of peti- 
tions praying a decision on the validity of the claims embraced by said act have been filed; that, of the 
claims presented for the adjudication of the court, only one has been decided. From the decision of the 
court in that case an appeal has been taken to the Supreme Court of the United States. The situation in 
which the claimants are placed by the operation of this act, the expenses to be incurred by them in the 
prosecution of their claims, and the uncertainty attending the decision thereon, as appears by that already 
made, have induced those who have filed petitions to delay a decision, and will eventually compel them to 
withdraw; and those who have not filed petitions to decline the presentation of them under this act; thus 
leaving our citizens dissatisfied with the government, and constraining that portion who were citizens 
under the former government and dependent upon those claims as the support of their old age and the 
resources of their children, to abandon our country, and placing in an uncertain state the land titles in 
this country; thereby retarding improvements, paralyzing industry, and jeoparding the fortunes of many 
who have, in good faith, and at an early period, purchased such claims. From this view of the case, the 
general assembly urge the propriety of an amendment of the law above referred to, which, in its provisions, 
will dispense justice; will relieve claimants from the burden of costs that attend the present law; and will 
bring the claims to a speedy and final determination. They would suggest to the general government the 
equity, and, indeed, the policy of such amendments as may secure to the inhabitants of the late Territory 
of Missouri the quiet and peaceable possession of such lands as have been confirmed by the respective 
boards of commissioners and recorder of land titles who have heretofore adjudicated on their claims, and 
establish a new board of commissioners to investigate and adjudicate on those claims which have hereto- 
fore been deferred by the former boards, and those which have not been presented to them, with powers 
to decide in all cases, according to equity, and in pursuance of the treaty of cession, the ordinances of the 
governments under which the claims respectively originated, and the practices of the public authorities of 
the former governments thereon; or such other tribunal, and with such powers, as to you in your wisdom 
may seem proper. 

Prompted by a feeling of justice to a large and respectable portion of our fellow-citizens who, them- 
selves or their ancestors, were citizens under the Spanish government, and have come under this without 
consultation or consent, this general assembly presents their claims. Prompted by a feeling of justice to 
the residue of our citizens, which requires a certainty and security in the land titles of this country, this 
general assembly asks a speedy and final determination thereof. 

In urging this memorial to the consideration of your body, they would refer you to the letter from the 
King of France to M. D’Abbadie, the director general and commandant of Louisiana, informing the Louisi- 
anians of the treaty of cession of this country to Spain, and declaring the expectation of the French King 
that the inhabitants would be preserved and maintained in their estates, which had been granted to them 
by the governor and director of the colony; and that, finally, all the grants, though not confirmed by the 
French authorities, would be confirmed by his Catholic Majesty; the sentiments of which letter, it is 
believed, correspond with the stipulations of the treaty. They would refer you to the proclamation of Don 
Manuel de Salcedo and the Marquis of Casa Calvo, commissioners on the part of the government of Spain 
for the delivery of the province of Louisiana to the French republic, dated at New Orleans, May 18, 1803; 
whereby the inhabitants of the province are assured that they will be maintained and preserved in the 
peaceable possession of their estates, and confirmed in all the grants or properties, of whatsoever species, 
to them made by the governor of these provinces, although the same should not have been confirmed by 
his Majesty.—(See the proclamation, a governmental paper.) They refer you to the treaty of cession 
between the United States and the French republic, wherein it is stipulated that the inhabitants of the 
ceded territory shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their property. They would 
recall to your recollection the declaration of Major Amos Stoddard, the first civil commandant of Upper 
Louisiana, under the government of the United States, wherein the claimants to land in Upper Louisiana 
are assured that the United States feel all the ardor for their interests which a warm attachment can inspire; 
that it will be among some of their first objects to ascertain and confirm their land titles; that they are 
cognizant of the deranged state of these titles; that ultimately the most ample justice will be done; and, 
in the final adjustment, no settler or landholder will have any just cause to complain But what is the 
fact? Twenty-two years have passed away and no final adjustment has been made. Is there no cause 
of complaint? Let this memorial answer the question. Look at the act of Congress and say, is it not a 
cause of complaint when a citizen of Missouri is compelled to seek at Washington those rights which, under 
the former government, were not disputed, and must pay the immense costs of a federal land suit, even 
when he succeeds ? 

Whatever may be the decision of Congress on the foregoing part of this memorial, whether a more 
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liberal law be passed in favor of the claimants, or they be constrained to appear at the seat of government, ‘i 
contending with these United States before its supreme judiciary, this general assembly most earnestly 

asks that wherever the decision of the court, under the existing act of Congress, or of any tribunal here- 

after established, shall be against the validity of any claim presented to the said court or tribunal, then, 

and in every such case, that the claimant, or his legal representatives, who have improved any part of the 

tract claimed, shall be entitled to the preference of becoming the purchaser or purchasers of one or more 

quarter sections of land embraced in such claim, so as to include his or their improvements, at the minimum 

government price; and that, where the public lands adjoining have been exposed to sale, the quarter 

sections to which the right of pre-emption may be given shall be liable to entry by the claimant, or his 

legal representatives, and not deferred till the same is advertised for sale. 

It is believed that such a privilege would not be injurious to the government, and would be of great 
benefit to the citizens who settled with a confidence in their rights on such claims. 

In urging this latter part of the memorial to your consideration, they would suggest that these 
improvements were made by the claimants, or their legal representatives, under a conviction of the validity 
of their claims. With this conviction they preferred improving lands esteemed their own, and which, 
in their opinion, could not be taken from them, rather than improve lands owned by the United States, 
and which could be wrested from them. If this request be denied, many of the oldest and most 
respectable citizens of this country, who have improved the lands and have thereby increased their 
value, will, from inability to pay for the land and the improvements thereon when brought into the 
public market, be driven from their homes and their all. From this representation it must be 
obvious to the justice and liberality of your body that this class of citizens should have a preference 
of becoming the purchasers of the improvements made by them. It is necessary that the grant of 
this privilege be immediately made, and to take effect so soon as decisions are made on the claims; 
because, if their claim is lost, and they have no preference in becoming the purchaser, the mind of the 
farmer will be corroded with care and anxiety, industry will be suspended, improvements will cease, and 
that uncertainty in their possessions exist which destroys all equanimity and energy of soul, embitters 
every day of the poor man’s life, and brings many to worthlessness and ruin: Wherefore, the general 
assembly of the State of Missouri asks the Congress of the United States to pass a law which will dispense 
that liberality which is due to the claimants to land derived from the French and Spanish governments, 
and give that despatch in the final determination of the claims which is indispensable to the industry, 
improvement, and quietude of this country; also a law extending the right of pre-emption to all those 
claimants, or their legal representatives, who have improved the lands claimed by them, so as to include 
their improvements, in each and every case where the decision on the claim shall be against its validity. 

Resolved, unanimously, That a copy of this memorial be immediately forwarded to our representative 


and each of our senators in Congress. 
ALEXANDER STEWART, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
FELIX SCOTT, 
President pro tem. of the Senate. 


Approved December 30, 1826. ; JOHN MILLER. 


OrricE oF SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE StTaTE OF Missourt, 
City of Jefferson, January 11, 1827. 
I, Spencer Pettis, secretary of state, do hereby certify that the foregoing memorial is a correct tran- 
script from the original roll in my office. 
SPENCER PETTIS. 
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APPLICATION OF MISSOURI FOR FURTHER RELIEF TO THE SUFFERERS BY EARTHQUAKES 
IN NEW MADRID COUNTY, IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 29, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Missouri respectfully showeth: That by an 
act of Congress for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, in the Missouri Terri- 
tory, who suffered by earthquakes, approved February 17, 1815, it is, among other things, provided that 
any person who owned land in that county, and which had been materially injured by earthquakes, was 
authorized to locate the like quantity on any of the public land of that Territory, the sale of which was 
authorized by law, with certain exceptions provided in that act, provided that no person should be per- 
mitted, under said act, to locate a greater quantity than that confirmed to him, except the owners of lots 
of ground and tracts of land of less quantity than one hundred.and sixty acres, who were authorized to 
obtain a quantity not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres; nor should any person be entitled to locate 
more than six hundred and forty acres. ; 

Your memorialists respectfully represent that the recorder of land titles of said Territory had certain 
powers granted to him by said act of Congress, the exercise of which was enjoined upon him as a duty; 
that, in pursuance of said powers, he did issue certificates, as provided for by said act, upon evidence 
existing in his office, and that which was adduced before him, for various tracts of land of six hundred 
and forty acres and under, and town lots, or lots of ground and tracts of land of less quantity than one 
hundred and sixty acres, upon which latter class he granted certificates for the quantity of one hundred 
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and sixty acres each, but in no case, it is believed, did he grant certifi rates to any one person for a greater 
quantity than six hundred and forty acres, being, in his opinion, the maximum quantity any one person 
was entitled to receive under the law. 

Whether the construction of the act of Congress, as given and acted upon by the recorder of land 
titles, was correct or not, your memorialists forbear to give an opinion; but so it is, that, by means of the 
confidence placed in his opinion, both as a man and an officer of the United States government, by the 
people of this State, those certificates have been sold and transferred for a valuable consideration, from 
one person to another, until they have passed through the hands of many individuals of the most worthy 
and respectable class of our citizens from the time of their first being issued until they were all located; 
and since that period the lands located in virtue of said certificates have been in like manner transferred, 
even up to the present time, in the full expectation and confidence that, after the certificates were located 
and the land surveyed, patents would be issued therefor, as’a matter of right, according to the provisions 
of the third section of said act of Congress. 

Your memorialists further beg leave to represent that. most of these certificates were granted prior 
to the sale of public lands within this State; that they were purchased with great eagerness (and when 
lands were high) by the new settlers coming to this State at a great price, who have located them on 
lands which they have chosen for permanent places of residence; that they have built houses, made large 
improvements, and opened extensive plantations upon the tracts thus located; and should the patents for 
the land be withheld, and they deprived of their titles, it will be the means of breaking up many families, 
and cause the ruin of many of our most worthy and respectable citizens. 

It is with regret and surprise that your memorialists are informed that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, under an opinion of the Attorney General of the United States, refuses to issue 
patents upon many of these land claims, as is required of him to do by the third section of the above- 
recited act. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that your honorable body will be pleased to take the case of the 
claimants under consideration, and grant unto them such relief as justice, expediency, and good policy 
may dictate; and, as in duty bound, your memorialists cannot cease to pray, &c. 

Resolved, That the executive of this State be required to forward one copy of the foregoing memorial 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, with a request that he lay the same 
before Congress, and one to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

Ii. S. GEYER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

B. H. REEVES, 
President of the Senate. 


Approved December 22, 1824. FREDERICK BATES. 





Treastry Department, December 26, 1825. 

Sim: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 16th instart, enclosing the memorial of the general 
assembly of Missouri relative to the relief, as provided by the act of Congress of February 19, 1815, of 
certain inhabitants of New Madrid county, in that State, who had suffered by earthquakes; and requesting 
my opinion on two points arising under the above act, as they are stated in your letter. 

1] lost no time in referring your letter to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that I might 
have his report upon the subject-matter of it. I have received it accordingly, and beg leave to enclose it 
herewith, together with the documents to which it refers. With these and other lights bearing upon the 
same subject, I have adopted the opinion heretofore acted upon at this department, and sanctioned by 
that of the Attorney General of the United States, on the points mentioned in your letter, viz: first, that 
the construction-given to the first section of the act by the recorder of land titles at St. Louis, in allowing 
a quarter section for each town lot, &c., not exceeding four quarters, to any one person, is not the true 
construction; and, secondly, that a discretionary power is reserved under the last section of the act, by 
which patents may be withheld by the proper officer of the executive government after the recorder has 
given the final patent certificates. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
RICHARD RUSH. 

Tfon. Davin Barton, Chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands, Senate of the United States. - 





GENERAL Lanp Orrice, December 22, 1825. 


Sir: I return the letter from Mr. Barton, enclosing the memorial of the legislature of Missouri, which 
was referred by you to this office. 

A letter was addressed by me, in January, 1824, to the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
accompanied by the copies of a number of papers on file in this office, relating to the execution of the 
act of February 17, 1815. As these documents were voluminous, and as they are not all necessary to enable 
you to decide on the questions submitted by Mr. Barton, I shall submit to you only a small portion of 
them. You have enclosed the copy of a letter addressed by Mr. Meigs to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and a copy of the opinion of the Attorney General, given in consequence of that letter. Believing that 
opinion to be correct, and in strict conformity to the law, it has been considered sufficient authority, under 
the sanction of the President, for withholding the patents in all those eases to which it was applicable. 
The reasons assigned in the memorial seem to be properly addressed to the legislature, who have the 
power to grant the relief required. 

In respect to the second inquiry made by Mr. Barton, I can only say that it has been considered the 
constitutional duty of the President to see that the laws be duly executed, and that, in all cases where 
the subordinate officers have given a construction to law incompatible with that given by the President, 
he has withheld his sanction, when that sanction was necessary to carry the law into effect, until legislative 
provision should be made, or a judicial decision had. 
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It may be proper to avail myself of this opportunity to state another cause for the suspension of 
patents or certificates given by the recorder of Jand titles under the act of February 17, 1815, and which 
has not hitherto been distinctly stated to the Committee on Land Claims in either House. 

It is provided by the Ist section of the act referred to, “that in every case where such location shall 
be made according to the provisions of this act, the title of the person or persons to the land injured as 
aforesaid shall revert to and become absolutely vested in the United States.” With a view to the 
execution of the law generally, the recorder of land titles required a relinquishment of title from the 
individual claiming the land injured by the earthquake, but, to guard against any defect in the title of the 
claimant, he issued his location certificate in the name of the original confirmee and his legal representatives, 
and for the same reason the patents, since I came into office, have been issued, using the same terms. 
‘As evidence of the right of title in the claimant, and therefore the right to relinquish, the recorder relied 
principally upon the certificate of the clerk of the county of New Madrid, that the records of his office 
furnished evidence of title in the claimant. . 

The enclosed copy of a letter from the present clerk of the county of New Madrid shows that the 
certificates of his predecessors cannot be confided in. In consequence of this information, the patent in 
the particular case referred to in that letter has been withheld; and, in all cases where the relinquishment 
has been received, and the cases are very numerous, on the evidence only of the certificate of the clerk of 
the county of New Madrid, patents are suspended until it can be ascertained whether the certificates that 
have been given correspond with the records of the county of New Madrid, and, to ascertain this fact, 
measures have been taken. When this information is received, patents will be withheld in all cases where 
it shall appear that the party relinquishing had no title to the lands relinquished. In those cases where 
patents have already issued, if it shall appear that the original confirmee, or his legal representatives, 
still own the land confirmed, and have not authorized the relinquishment on which the recorder of land 
titles granted his certificate of new location, such patents will be considered as null and void. 

Should it ultimately appear that the recorder of land titles has issued certificates in many cases where 
the parties relinquishing had no legal title to the land relinquished, the evil complained of by the general 
assembly of Missouri will be increased, and if it be deemed necessary to apply a remedy, that remedy 
should be coextensive with the evil. Perhaps the evils complained of might be remedied, and the interests 
of the United States sufficiently protected, by a provision granting a pre-emption right at the minimum 
price at which the public lands are sold to the bona fide purchasers of the lands actually surveyed, by 
virtue of a certificate issued by the recorder of land titles, agreeably to the provisions of the act of 
February 17, 1815, in all cases where such certificates had been issued for town lots, and in all cases 
where such certificates were founded on relinquishments of lands injured by the earthquake, by individuals 
who had no legal right to make such relinquishment. 

There is, however, a marked distinction between the cases referred to in the memorial of the general 
assembly of Missouri and those mentioned in this letter. In reference to their claims for relief on the 
government, in the first description of cases, no precaution could guard the purchaser against an error of 
judgment of the United States officer; in the other, the purchasers were admonished by the terms of the 
certificate of the recorder and those used in the patent to take care that the claim of title was regularly 
derived from the original confirmee. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Hon. R. Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Departuent, General Land Office, January, 17, 1822. 

Sir: The act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of the sufferers by the earthquake. in the county of 
New Madrid, authorizes them to locate the like quantity of Jand on any of the public lands in the then 
Territory of Missouri the sale of which is authorized by law: “Provided that no person shall be permitted 
to locate a greater quantity of land under this act than the quantity confirmed to him, except the owners 
of lots of ground, or tracts of land, of less quantity than one hundred and sixty acres, who are hereby 
authorized to locate and obtain any quantity of land not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres; nor shall 
any person be entitled to locate more than six hundred and forty acres.” ; ; 

The point to which I beg leave to call your attention is this: On the list of certificates of the right 
of new locations under that act, 1 find that the same individual has been permitted, in numerous instances, 
to locate to the amount of one hundred and sixty acres for each lot of one arpent; and certificates of 
location in such cases have been granted by the recorder of land titles. To exemplify my meaning, I 
would merely mention two instances: Francis Leseur has received four certificates of one hundred and 
sixty acres each, for four lots of one arpent each. Joseph Genereux has received four certificates of the 
same kind, and for the same number of lots of one arpent. ; 

Conceiving that the law never intended to grant to any one owner of town lots the privilege of 
locating more than one hundred and sixty acres, except, indeed, in cases where the quantity of the lots 
owned by them, exceeding the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, would thereby entitle them to the 
privilege of locating the like greater quantity, whatever such might be, I beg leave to ask advice 
whether patents can legally be demanded. And am, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


JOSIAH MEIGS. 


Hon. Secretary oF THE TREASURY. 





Orrice or THE ATroRNEY GENERAL OF THE Unitep States, January 22, 1822. 
not 


Sir: I entirely concur in the opinion expressed by the Commissioner of the Land Office, that it is nm 
the intention of the act of Congress of February 17, 1815, to permit the owners of town lots in the 
county of New Madrid to locate a tract of one hundred and sixty acres for each town lot they may own, 
but one tract for the whole of their town lots, however many, unless the agg 


regate should exceed the 
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quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, when they will fall within the general enactment of being 
authorized to locate the quantity they have lost. 


I have, &c., 
WM. WIRT. 


Hon. W. H. Crawrorp, Treasury Department. 
Copy of endorsement on the back of the letter. 


“Referred to the Commissioner of the General Land Office; will instruct the recorder of land titles 
accordingly, and be governed by it himself. 
“W. H. C0.” 





Sr. Louis, August 16, 1825. 


Dear Sir: In reply to your request made of me, as clerk of the circuit court and recorder of the 
county of New Madrid, for information as to the regularity of the certificates given by the late clerks of 
the said county, of the claims of titles to lands which have been removed under the act of Congress of 
February 17, 1815, “for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid who suffered by 
earthquakes,” I take pleasure in stating to you the fact that I do conceive that the late clerks have been 
extremely careless and remiss in that business; and, as proof of the fact, I lay before you the original 
certified conveyances of the claim of Elisha Jackson, or his legal representatives, to 240 arpents of land 
on Bayou St. John and St. Thomas; from which original papers you will see that on November 29, 1796, 
Jackson sold the same to Jacob Bogard; January, 1799, Jacob Bogard sold to Peter A. Laforge and John 
Lavallu; and, in February, 1804, Laforge conveyed his half to Lavallu. Now, sir, with what propriety 
the clerk (with those papers before his eyes) could certify a title to George Tennille, I am at a loss to 
know. 

And mark the great evil that results from this irregularity; Lavallu has a fine farm on this tract of 
land, which he has cultivated for upwards of twenty years; in 1819 he died, and one of his heirs now 
lives on the land. Ten days ago (the land having been surveyed as public lands) it was entered at the 
land office. What is to be done in this matter? Must the heirs tamely submit, and give up their lands ? 
Or must they go to law, and spend the value of the land to clear the title ? 

You will, sir, confer a favor on a helpless orphan by communicating this case (and I fear it is not a 
solitary one) to the General Land Office, to prevent the issuing of a patent for the southeast fractional 
quarter section 34, range 14 east, township 23 north. 

In whose name it was entered, I am not sure—either in the name of Evans or Ogden. Any further 
information which my office affords will be given, with pleasure, at your request. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient and humble servant, 


KE. G. HOUTS. 


TueoporE Hunt, Esq. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 24, 1826. 


Sir: In answer to the inquiries contained in your letter of the 21st instant, in relation to the operations 
under the act of February 17, 1815, for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county of New Madrid, I 
have to state— 

Ist. That 515 location certificates have been issued by the recorder of land titles. 

2d. That 148 of the certificates issued by the recorder are founded on the relinquishments of town 
lots and other tracts containing less than 160 acres. 

3d. The greatest number of certificates issued in the name of any one person is four, and the quantity 
called for does not, in any case, exceed 640 acres for one individual. 

4th. That 230 patents have been issued, of which number forty have been issued on certificates 
founded on the relinquishment of town lots or other tracts containing less than 160 acres. 

5th. That twenty-two certificates are suspended in this office under the opinion of the Attorney General. 

6th. That the whole quantity called for by the location certificates of the recorder is 180,423.56 
acres, of which quantity 88,785.22 acres have been patented. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Joun Scorr, Committee on Public Lands, House of Representatives. 





GeNeRAL Lanp Orrice, January 26, 1826. 


In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, I furnish you with the enclosed statement, showing the 
cases in which, under the act of February 17, 1815, the recorder has issued more than one certificate of 
location to persons holding town lots or other tracts containing less than 160 acres. 

It may be proper to state that, in issuing certificates under the provisions of the act of February 
17, 1815, the recorder issued them in the name of the original confirmee, or his legal representatives. 
Where the original claim, therefore, was for more than 640 acres, only one certificate issued; where the 
original claim was for more than 160 acres, and less than 640, a certificate issued for the quantity contained 
in the tract; and if one confirmee had more than one tract of this description, he received more than one 
certificate, provided the whole quantity did not exceed six hundred and forty acres. Where the original 
confirmation was for town lots, or tracts less than 160 acres, the recorder issued as many certificates for 
160 acres each, in the name of the confirmee, as he had lots or tracts, not exceeding four certificates. The 
statement enclosed embraces these last cases, and it is to them only that the opinion of the Attorney 
General refers. 

Although the recorder issued the certificate in the name of the orginal confirmee, or his legal repre- 
sentatives, he received the relinquishment of the land injured from the persons claiming the same. Many 
of these relinquishments were made by the same person as the legal representative of their confirmee. 

With great respect, your most obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. Joun Scorr, Committee on Public Lands, House of Representatives. 
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Statement of the cases in which, under the act of February 117, 1815, the recorder has issued more than one 
certificate of location to persons holding town lots, or other tracts containing less than 160 acres, viz: 


To 11 persons, 4 certificates each ............ Be ee Tre ee Pee re pe 44 certificates. 
To 15 persons, 3 certificates each ............6-604 NRO rT eT rT ae . 45 certificates. 
To 18 persons, 2 certificates each..... enon ae eeTE wa NR Ere ee eT eee . 386 certificates. 


125 certificates. 





The opinion of the Attorney General will prevent the patents being issued on 85 of the above cases. 
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PUBLIC LANDSIN MISSOURI ANDILLINOIS UNFIT FOR CULTIVATION. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 29, 1827. 


To the Senate of the United States: 

The report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office and accompanying documents, herewith 
transmitted, are laid before the Senate in compliance with their resolution of the 4th of April last, relating to 
the public lands of the United States, in the States of Missouri and Illinois, which are unfit for cultivation 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Wasuineton, January 29, 1827. 





Genera. Lanp Orrice, January 29, 1827. 


Sm: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, bearing date April 4, 1826, in the following 
words: “ Resolved, That the President be requested to cause a report from the General Land Office to be 
laid before the Senate at the commencement of the next stated session of Congress, showing, as nearly as 
can be ascertained from surveys heretofore made, and from other information, the quantities and localities 
of so much of the public lands of the United States, in the States of Missouri and Illinois, as may be unfit 
for cultivation on account of being wet and marshy, or subject to inundation from the overflowing of the 
river, or covered with standing water in ponds or lakes,” the Commissioner has the honor to submit to 
the President a letter from Colonel McRee, the surveyor of the public lands in Missouri and Illinois, 
marked A, with a copy of a statement accompanying the same, marked B, which contain the information 
called for, so far as it can be furnished from the surveys. 

With great respect, sir, I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

The Presinent of the United States. 





A. 
Surveyor’s Orrice, St. Louis, December 31, 1826. 


Sir: In compliance with your letter cf the 6th of last April, which refers to this office the resolution 
of the Senate of the United States, requesting the President to cause a report to be laid before it at the 
commencement of the present session, showing, as nearly as can be ascertained from surveys heretofore si 
made and from other information, “the quantities and localities of so much of the public lands of the 
United States, in the States of Missouri and Illinois, as may be unfit for cultivation on account of being 
wet and marshy, or subject to inundation from the overflowing of the rivers, or covered with standing 
water in ponds or lakes,” I have the honor to report : 

That the surveys on file in this office do not, except in very few instances, furnish sufficient data to 
calculate the areas of those portions of the public lands which are unfit for cultivation. 

The law prescribing the mode in which the public lands shall be surveyed directs the surveyor to 
“note in his field book the true situation of all mines, salt licks, salt springs, and mill seats, which shall 
come within his knowledge; all water-courses over which the lines he runs shall pass; and also the 
quality of the lands.” But it does not require any lines to be run, except such as are boundaries to sections, 
or fractional sections, or necessary to connect the lines of a private survey with those of the public lands. 
The practice, under this office, has been regulated accordingly. It is only in a few instances that the 
meanders of lakes have been taken; the boundaries of swamps, marshes, or inundation tracts, it is believed, 
have never been surveyed; and their true areas, therefore, cannot be ascertained. 

The general instructions issued to the deputy surveyors only require of them to note the distance 
across any pond, swamp, marsh, or other obstacle, (except a navigable river,) on the line, which may 
intersect with it, and to state the point of intersection. Ponds, swamps, &c., that are not crossed by any 
section line are, therefore, not even mentioned in the field notes, or but rarely; and those which are crossed 
by only one section line can have but one known dimension, and even its position in relation to any other 
line or side of the tract remains undetermined. The instructions, however, are not always strictly 
followed, and the intersections with and distances across obstacles are not uniformly given. Lines 
have, no doubt, been extended, during winter, over surfaces of swamps, marshes, &c., that are unfit for 
cultivation, and, perhaps, impassable at any other season of the year, but which, in their frozen state, 
may have escaped the particular observation of the surveyor. A general remark is sometimes made at 
the end of a line, stating, in substance, that there is a good deal of swampy land upon it, or several 
ponds, &c.; and it frequently occurs that the field notes of a line give its intersection with an impassable 
obstacle, or mention when it enters a swamp, marsh, &c., but omit to state at which point the line is 
regained on the opposite side, in the first instance, or where it, leaves the swamp or marsh in the second, 
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and so conversely. These omissions also occur where the swamp, &c., is sufficiently extensive to be 
traversed by two or more section lines, leaving it without any known dimension, or with only one, from 
which, evidently, no estimate of the area can be made that would merit confidence. 

Only a partial statement could be furnished, therefore, even of the number of tracts, or portions of 
the public lands heretofore surveyed, as are considered unfit for cultivation; and only a loose estimate of 
the areas of those portions which have two or more known dimensions. Such information, however, as 
the public surveys afford is scattered through more than two thousand books of field notes; and 
the examination of those books, making the necessary extracts from them, and the subsequent calcula- 
tions, would have occupied nearly the whole force of the office during the past season, to the exclusion of 
its other duties, and without any certainty, after all, of accomplishing the undertaking. It was therefore 
conceived most advisable to confine the estimate to such districts of country as might be supposed to 
have a more immediate relation to the objects contemplated by the Senate. 

The “ bottom lands,” particularly those which border on the principal rivers, naturally drew most 
attention, as containing, in proportion to their extent of surface, the greatest quantity of wet and inun- 
dated lands capable of being reclaimed by drainage or other means, and of being made, at a moderate 
expense, to unite the advantages of uncommon fertility to those already secured by their position of safe 
and regular water communication with a market. The examinations were accordingly confined to the 
surveys of townships and fractional townships binding on the Great Wabash, the Ohio, Mississippi, Illinois, 
and Missouri rivers, or which embrace any bottom lands lying on either of those streams, (exclusive of 
the islands,) within the States of Missouri and Illinois. 

The abstract enclosed herewith exhibits, in part, the result of these examinations together with 
estimates founded on the data which they furnish. 

Lakes and ponds, swamps, marshes, and wet or inundated tracts, which have no dimensions reported 
in the field notes, are not included in the abstract; those having one or more known dimension, exceeding 
three chains each, are enumerated, and the township specified in which they are respectively situated, 
accompanied with a statement of the estimated areas of those which have dwo or more known dimensions, 

The whole number of townships amounts to 250, and their aggregate area (roughly estimated from 
the plats) to 3,913,800 acres; the number of townships which contain ponds, swamps, &c., having éwo or 
more dimensions, amount to 181, and contain an estimated aggregated area of 2,977,000 acres, nearly. 

In the above-mentioned 250 townships there are 1,096 lakes and ponds, or separate tracts of swamps, 
marshes, &c., which have one or more known dimensions; and of these there are 332 which have two or 
more dimensions given, containing an aggregate area of 330,414 acres, nearly, which, compared with the 
aggregate area of the whole number of townships embraced in the abstract, is in the proportion of one to 
eleven thirty-five-hundredths, nearly, but compared with the aggregate area of the townships in which 
they are situated, is in the proportion of one to nine, nearly. 

If no probable estimate could be made of the areas of those tracts which have only one known 
dimension by assuming its position and the figure of each tract, it is also clear that any attempt to infer 
their areas from the estimated areas of those having two or more dimensions, by assuming the figures of 
the whole to be similar, would be equally wide of the truth. I have preferred leaving the statement as 
it stands, which shows that, in addition to the estimated number of acres unfit for cultivation, there are 
in the 250 townships specified in the abstract 764 lakes and ponds, and separate tracts of wet and inun- 
dated land, each less than one mile wide, on the section line by which it is traversed, and probably less 
than two miles across, in a direction at right angles with the section line. 

It is proper to remark that the several tracts of land included in the abstract are not always expressly 

stated in the field notes to be “unfit for cultivation,” but that fact has been taken for granted whenever 
the description given in other respects made the presumption of it probable, unless the contrary was 
stated, 
The greater part of the bottom lands within this surveying district are more or less liable to inun- 
dation from the overflowing of the rivers. What are called “second bottoms” (so frequent on the Ohio, 
and which are there entirely exempt from inundation) are seldom met with on the Mississippi or its 
tributaries from the west, or on the streams within the State of Illinois; the third, benches or bottoms, 
found on the upper Ohio, are, it is believed, peculiar to that river. But the inundation of these river 
lands, considered as an obstacle to their cultivation, depends on its frequency, the season of the year at 
which it happens, its depth, and on the exposure of the surface of the ground to the injurious effects of 
strong currents, which again depends as much on the situation of the tract as on the depth of water 
which covers it. The casual observations, however, which a surveyor may be enabled to make during a 
particular season of the year are frequently calculated rather to mislead than to aid his judgment in 
determining the true character of those lands. Hence the contradictory statements that are sometimes 
made to this office concerning them; an original survey describing land to be “not fit for cultivation” 
which is reported to be “first rate” in the resurvey of the tract by a different individual; and hence, also, 
surveyors have been rendered less careful of noting the circumstance of inundation in ordinary cases, or 
of expressing an opinion of the fitness or unfitness of such lands for the purpose of cultivation, except 
where they exhibit striking and unequivocal proofs of extreme inundation, or of almost total exemption 
from it. It results, therefore, that much of the public lands which are actually unfit for cultivation, in 
consequence of the overflowing of rivers, are not reported as such to this office, while, no doubt, a good 
deal has been so described erroneously. 

There are two districts of country the surveys of which have not been particularly examined, although 
both of them contain extensive tracts of swamps and wet or inundated lands. One of these districts is 
in the northern part of the State of Illinois; the other is near the south boundary of this State. The 
general surface of the country in both is low and level, and would oppose an insuperable obstacle to the 
success of partial attempts to reclaim the soil, at the same time that thcir geographical position is such 
as cannot, for a long space of time to come, hold out sufficient inducement to more extensive undertakings. 
The district alluded to in Missouri prevails with little interruption from White river to the Mississippi, 
extending south to the junction of the two rivers in the Territory of Arkansas. It embraces, notwith- 
standing its general character, much fine land, and high broken ridges occasionally occur between some 
of the water-courses which intersect it higher up; but the Castor and St. Francis, Black and White rivers, 


overflow a great deal of the intermediate country. The surveys in that quarter, however, including 


several hundred miles of township exteriors, are not yet completed. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Grorce Granam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 


W. McREE. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR CHANGE IN THE SYSTEM FOR THE SALE OF THE PUBLIC 
LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 29, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of the legislature of the State of Indiana respectfully represents: That the system 
adopted by the Congress of the United States for the sale of the public lands is viewed by the legislature, 
and by their constituents, with the solicitude which its immediate connexion with the prosperity of our 
State is so highly calculated to inspire. a 

One great improvement in that system has been effected within a few years by the prohibition of 
sales upon credit. Another, equally important, in the opinion of the memorialists, to the State and to the 
nation, yet remains to be accomplished. That is, a judicious graduation of the prices of the public lands 
with reference to their value. Where many years have elapsed since a public sale, the first choice of the 
lands in that district are presumed to be purchased; and, as the minimum price under the present system 
is the same everywhere, without regard to quality, the persons wishing to purchase will, of course, turn 
their attention almost entirely to the public lands last offered for sale. The consequence is, the population 
becomes scattered over a wide extent, and many parts of the State where the public lands have been long 
in market receive, comparatively, no increase of inhabitants from the tide of emigration. 

This effect of the present system for the sale of the United States land is extremely injurious to our 
State. The progress of its population and improvement is impeded, and the only source of its revenue is 
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not permitted to increase as it otherwise would. It is also injurious to the nation. Large districts of the 
public lands have long remained unsold and exposed to the destruction of timber, and must long continue 
to remain so, if the minimum price of every description of these lands, from the best to the worst, con- 
tinues to be the same. 

Whilst the memorialists are confident that a very considerable reduction of the minimum price of the 
public lands which, for many years, have remained unsold, will greatly tend to the promotion of the 
general welfare, they are aware of the importance of not reducing it so low as to give rise to extensive 
individual monopolies. A safe and reasonable reduction of the minimum price, to be graduated by the 
time the lands have remained in the market unsold, is, in the opinion of the memorialists, called for by 
the particular situation of the country, and by the general policy of an enlightened and liberal govern- 
ment. Such a reduction of price would immediately direct the attention of purchasers to extensive tracts 
of public lands long since offered for sale, which are now unnoticed and unkown, and would enable many 
a poor but honest and industrious man to obtain a comfortable home. 

The memorialists, confidently believing that this change in the system for the sale of the United 
States land would be productive of much benefit to the State and to the nation, respectfully submit the 

’ subject to the consideration of Congress. 
H. H. MOORE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, President of the Senate. 


Approved December 30, 1826. 
J. BROWN RAY. 


A true copy of the original. 
W. W. WICK, Secretary of State. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS TO BE ALLOWED TO SELL THE LANDS RESERVED FOR SALINES 
IN THAT STATE. : 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 30, 1827. 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembléd : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Illinois respectfully represents: That there is 
imposed by the United States a restriction on this State that prevents the State from selling any part of 
the lands reserved for the use of salines in this State, although some of those reserved lands are entirely 
useless for the purpose of manufacturing salt. It is found, by experience, that much of said land is not, 
nor will it be hereafter, used for the original object of the donation. There is discovered in the neighbor- 
hood of the Ohio saline inexhaustible quantities of stonecoal, which will serve in place of wood in the 
making of salt; and, likewise, there has recently been discovered at the Vermilion saline stonecoal in 
great quantities, so that the woodland reserved for the use of the saline will likewise become useless in 
themanufactory of salt. Some part of the land reserved for the use of the Ohio saline is at so remote a 
distance from said saline that it is useless for the purpose of the original donation; and, as this reserved 
land cannot be improved nor cultivated, the farmers are prevented from settling thereon, so that the 
necessary provisions for said works are thereby more difficult to be pragured; therefore, as some part of 
the lands reserved for the use of those salines has become useless for the benevolent object of the original 
donation, your memorialists respectfully request that the consent of the United States may be given this 
State to enable her to sell some part of said reserved lands which may be at the greatest distance from 
said salines, and such other portions of the land lying on the Saline creek for the erection of water-works 
as will not interfere with the manufacture of salt, and as may be necessary to improve the navigation of 
said creek for the purpose of internal improvements of the country, and for the erection of a penitentiary. 
The improvement of the navigation of the Saline creek is necessary to advance the real interest of the 
people in relation to the Ohio saline. Salt, by some improvement on said creek, may be the easier con- 
veyed away from said works to the Ohio river. Some part of the proceeds of the sale of said lands ought, 
in justice to that part of the country, be applied to improve the navigation of the Great and Little 
Wabash rivers; and, likewise, some of the money raised from the sale of said lands ought to be applied 
to the humane and benevolent purpose of erecting a penitentiary. 

Therefore your memorialists pray your honorable body to pass a law enabling this State to sell thirty 
thousand acres of the land reserved for the Ohio saline, and ten thousand acres of the Vermilion saline, 
reserved for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Saline creek and Great and Little Wabash 
rivers, and for a penitentiary, and for other internal improvéments, the people of the State of Illinois, by 
their representatives in general assembly convened, hereby giving their full and free assent thereto. 

J. McLEAN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WILLIAM KINNEY, Speaker of the Senate. 


Vanna, Illinois: 
I, George Forquer, secretary of state of Illinois, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy 
of the original memorial enrolled in my office. , 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said State, at Vandalia, 


[t. s.] this 6th day of January, 1827. 
| GEORGE FORQUER. 
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LAND CLAIM IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 30, 1827. 


Mr. Buckner, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of J. H. 

; Thomas, of St. Martin, in the State of Louisiana, reported: 

The memorialist states that he is the owner of twelve hundred arpents of land, which is described 
in the report of the United States commissioners No. 1,114, a copy of which he refers to; which report 
was unfavorable to his claim. Considering that injustice had been done to him, he prays that the claim 
may be confirmed by Congress. He attempts to derive his claim from Antoine Patin, in whose name it, 
was entered with the commissioner for confirmation, at Opelousas, in said State. Pierre Moreau swears - 
that, from the year 1789 to 1803 or 1804, the land was occupied as a vachere by the said Patin, and 
superintended by deponent, who united his stock with Patin’s; that several of Patin’s slaves were inhabiting 
and cultivating it until 1803 or 1804. He says that he recollects to have seen an order of survey for the 
land signed by Miro, in favor of said Patin, but which he has reason to believe was lost. Another witness 
also swore that he resided on the land for seven or eight years preceding April, 1813, by Patin’s 
permission; and that about seventeen or eighteen years previous to his occupancy thereof the negroes of 
the claimant, Patin, occupied it as a vachere; and that from the marks of culture when he took possession 
of it, it must have been previously cultivated. The same facts are proven by other witnesses. Patin, who 
is proven to be a man of great respectability, swears that about fifty years since the deponent applied to 
the Spanish government, through the then commandant, for a tract of land at Attakapas, which is described 
in No. 1,114 of the claims; upon which reports were made to Congress by the commissioners of the land 
office at Opelousas, which tract is therein designated as entry No. 78, class No. 9. He states that the 
said commandant drew the petition for him, and recommended it to his government in his capacity of 
commandant. He says that he obtained an order of survey upon it signed by Miro, then governor of 
Louisiana, directing a surveyor to put him in possession of it; that he then regularly took possession of 
the land so conceded to him, and that he used it as a vachere for many years previous to the chante of 
government by which the country passed to the United States. He states that the said concession has 
been lost; that he has no interest whatever in or to said land, having long since sold it; and that the 
memorialist is now the true owner. 

The committee, from the best information which they have been enabled to obtain concerning the 
usages of the Spanish government, are not of opinion that the occupancy of land as pasture ground, 
although a part of the tract may have been cultivated, formed the foundation of a valid title to the® 
occupant. Such claims, under the act of Congress, ought not, they think, to be confirmed. Under the act 
alluded to the claimant should himself have been settled on the land and cultivating it. Were it other- 
wise, a man might, by settling his negroes and placing parts of his stock on different tracts, have con- 
firmed to him as many different tracts as he had different slaves. If Patin had never obtained any other 
tract from the Spanish government it might present a different question; but he does not say that such 
was the fact. The committee are therefore of opinion that the claim ought not to be confirmed. 
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APPLICATION OF OHIO FOR A GRANT OF LAND TO AID IN THE EDUCATION OF THE 
: DEAF AND DUMB OF THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 1, 18277. 


Executive Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, January 20, 1827. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the general assembly I herewith transmit to you the copy of a 


resolution adopted by the Ohio legislature at the present session. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient, 
ALLEN TRIMBLE. 





Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Ohio, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and 
our representatives be requested, to use their exertions to obtain from Congress a grant of a tract or 
tracts of land in this State, equal in quantity to one original surveyed township, for the purpose of aiding 
in the education of the deaf and dumb persons in this State. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit to each. of our senators and representatives in 
Congress one copy of the foregoing resolution. 
e EDWARD KING, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. SHEPHERD, Speaker of the Senate. 

January 9, 1827. 
Secretary or Srare’s Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, January 18, 1827. 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining in this office. 
JNO. McLENE, Secretary of the State of Ohio 


VOL. IV. 112 ¢ 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA TO BE ALLOWED TO SELL THE LANDS RESERVED FOR 
SALINES IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 2, 1827. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION relating to the lands appropriated for the use of salt springs. 


Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators and representatives in 
Congress be requested, if possible, to procure the consent of the United States for the State of Indiana 
to sell and convey in fee simple (in such manner as the legislature may direct) all lands within said 
*State reserved for the use of salt springs, the proceeds to be held as a stock for the encouragement of 
common school education. 

H. H. MOORE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, President of the Senate. 
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APPLICATION OF MISSOURI FOR AUTHORITY TO LOCATE CERTAIN SCHOOL LANDS IN 
; SECTIONS OR PARTS OF SECTIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 5, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 
~ The general assembly of the State of Missouri respectfully represent: That the two townships of 
land granted to the Territory of Missouri by the act of Congress of February 17, 1818, for the endowment 
of a seminary of learning, and the township set apart for the same purpose by the act of Congress and 
the ordinance admitting the State of Missouri into the Union, have not yet been selected; and that this 
general assembly believes that entire townships of land cannot now be obtained without locating them 
in a remote part of the State. The general assembly therefore prays that an act may be passed authorizing 
the governor of this State to provide for the selection of all lands thus granted in sections or parts of 
sections, as may be deemed most advisable. 
ALEX. STUART, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
FELIX SCOTT, President of the Senate pro tempore. 


Approved January 3, 1827. JOHN MILLER. 


Orrick oF Secretary State, State or Missouri, City of Jefferson, January 10, 1827. 
I, Spencer Pettis, secretary of state of the State of Missouri, do hereby certify the foregoing memorial 
to be a true copy from the original roll in my office. 
SPENCER PETTIS. 
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APPLICATION OF MISSOURI FOR THE RIGHT OF PRE-EMPTION TO THE LANDS ADJACENT 
TO CERTAIN IRON WORKS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 5, 1827. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


Your memorialists, the general assembly of the State of Missouri, would represent to your bodies: 
That a certain Samuel Massey and Thomas James have commenced an establishment for the manufacture 
of iron on the waters of the Merrimac, in section one, township thirty-seven north, in range six west of 
the fifth principal meridian, within this State; that, to the successful prosecution of#this manufacture, an 
abundance of timber is indispensable, and to obtain the requisite quantity of timber necessary, to own an 
extensive tract of country adjacent to this section; that, in the vicinity thereof, the timber is confined to 
the water-courses, and hence arises the necessity of an increased extent of proprietorship over the land; 
that, under the proclamation of the President of the United States, reservations from sale in the vicinity 
of the purchase made by the said Samuel Massey and Thomas James were made, whereby they were 
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recluded from entering the necessary quantity of land; that the said Samuel Massey and Thomas James 
have begun to improve the tract of land purchased by them, and to erect their furnace and mills for the 
manufacture of iron; that if the land reserved, and what is adjacent, should now be brought into market, 
a competition the most unfavorable to the said Massey and James would issue. It would impose upon 
them the necessity of paying a most extravagant price therefor, or of making a sacrifice of what they 
have already expended, and thus be a serious disappointment and loss to the citizens of this State. 
Wherefore, your memorialists would request that a law be passed giving to the said Samuel Massey 
and Thomas James the pre-emption right, at the present minimum price, in and to all the land included 
within the space of two miles on each and every side of the section one, in township thirty-seven north, 
in range six west of the fifth principal meridian, to be in force for and during the space of two years 
from its passage: Provided always, That no right of pre-emption created and secured by the act of Con- 
gress of April 12, 1814, shall be prejudiced thereby; and the privilege granted by the law shall not 
extend to any quarter sections whereon there shall be an improvement or settlement at the date of the 
entry heretofore made by the said Samuel Massey and Thomas James. 
ALEX. STUART, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
FELIX SCOTT, President pro tempore of the Senate. 


Passed by a constitutional majority of the House of Representatives December 28, 1826, the gov- 
ernor’s objections to the contrary notwithstanding. 
ALEX. STUART, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Passed by a constitutional majority of the Senate December 29, 1826, the governor's objections to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 
FELIX SCOTT, President pro tempore of the Senate. 


Secretary’s Orrice, City of Jefferson, January 5, 1826. 


I, Spencer Pettis, secretary of state of the State of Missouri, do hereby certify that the above is a 
correct transcript from the original roll in my office. Given under my hand and the seal of my office the 


day and year above written. 
SPENCER PETTIS. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA TO BE ALLOWED TO SELL THE LANDS GRANTED TO THAT 
STATE FOR SCHOOLS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 8, 1827. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS instructing our senators and representatives in Congress on the subject of authorizing the sale of the 
section numbered sixteen, reserved for the use of schools in this State. 


Section 1. Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly 
convened, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their 
endeavors to procure the passage of an act to authorize the legislature to sell and convey in fee simple 
the section numbered sixteen in each township in this State, granted by the United States to the inhabi- 
tants of said township for the use of schools, and to invest the money arising from the sale thereof in 
some productive fund, the proceeds of which shall be forever applied, under the direction of the general 
assembly, for the use and support of schools within the several townships for which they were originally 
reserved and set apart, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever: Provided, That, in the apportionment 
of the proceeds of said fund, each township aforesaid shall be entitled to such part thereof, and no more, 
as shall have accrued from the sale of the school land belonging to such township: Provided, further, The 
inhabitants of each township first give their consent to the sale of the same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That his excellency the governor be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required to transmit copies of the foregoing resolution to our senators and representatives in 
Congress. 

. SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICH’S DAVIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 18, 1827. JOHN MURPHY. 


Secretary oF Strate’s Orrice, Tuscaloosa, January 16, 1827. 


I do certify the foregoing resolution to be a correct copy of the original roll on file in this office. 
JAMES I. THORNTON. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR A CHANGE IN THE SYSTEM FOR THE SALE OF THR 
PUBLIC LANDS, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE FINAL SETTLEMENT OF LAND CLAIMS 


IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 8, 182'7. 


REPORT and RESOLUTIONS in relation to the system for the disposal of the public lands, and to the unsettled land claims 
in this State. 


The special committee to whom was referred so much of the governor’s message as relates to the 
system for the disposal of the public lands have had that subject under their consideration, and have 
instructed me to report the following joint resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That this general assembly do highly approve of the plan proposed by the Hon. Mr. 
Benton, of Missouri, for the future disposal of the public domain, as contained in a bill introduced and 
advocated by him in the Senate of the United States during the last session of Congress, providing for 
the future sale of the public lands by entry, at certain fixed and graduated prices, in exclusion of the 
present mode by auction, and for the ultimate disposal of such as may remain unsold for a certain period 
by donations to actual settlers, reserving to the actual settler or occupant, in all cases, the right of pre- 
emption, for a limited time, of a quantity not exceeding one entire section. 

2. Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use 
their utmost endeavors to procure the passage of a law containing the foregoing or similar provisions; 
and also of a law providing for the final adjustment, upon equitable principles, of the unsettled land 
claims in this State. 

3. Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted by the governor to each of our 
senators and representatives in Congress. 

SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 12, 1827. j JOHN MURPHY. 


Secretary or Srate’s Orrice, Tuscaloosa, January 16, 1827. 
I do certify the foregoing report and resolutions to be a correct copy of the original on file in this 


office. 
JAMES I. THORNTON. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR A DONATION OF LAND TO THE LAFAYETTE ACADEMY 
IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 8, 1827. 


MEMORIAL to the Congress of the United States on the subject of a donation to the trustees of Lafayette Academy in the 
village of Lagrange. 


The memorial of the legislature of the State of Alabama in general assembly convened respectfully 
represents: That at the last session of the legislature of this State a female academy was incorporated 
in the village of Lagrange, in the county of Franklin; that the citizens of said village, at their own 
expense, erected a handsome building, of small dimensions, for the reception of students of both sexes; 
that, although it has scarcely been in operation twelve months, it contains at present between eighty and 
ninety students, and, in a short time, there is not the least doubt, if suitable buildings were erected, the 
number would be increased to one hundred. 

The expense of erecting suitable buildings and obtaining the necessary apparatus for the use of said 
school is greater than the citizens of said village can in justice to themselves incur. We would remark to 
your honorable body that the situation of that village is probably better calculated for at least a primary 
seminary of learning than any other point within the limits of our State, being situated on a beautiful 
and elevated point of the Cumberland mountain, extending itself into the valley of the Tennessee river, 
on which nature has exerted her skill to render as well one of the most delightful and romantic situations 
imaginable, as the seat of health. From the summit of the point, and some miles around, gush a variety 
of medical springs, possessing different medical qualities, as well as springs of the purest and sweetest 
water. It is adjoining the most beautiful part of the valley of the Tennessee river, and in the neighbor- 
hood of some of the most flourishing towns in said valley. Owing to its having been selected as a retreat 
from the diseases incident to our climate, the society is not surpassed by that of any community whatever. 
As education should be peculiarly cherished by governments like ours, and as our government has it 
fully in her power to endow an indefinite number of primary schools, without the least injury to said gov- 
ernment, by making donations of land, or permitting the trustees of different institutions to enter a certain 
quantity of land at the minimum price, we would therefore respectfully submit to the consideration of 
your honorable body the propriety of making a donation to the trustees of the said institution of the 
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southeast quarter of section thirty-four, township four, range ten west, in the Huntsville land district, 
which lies adjoining said village, for the purpose of erecting thereon the necessary buildings for the use 
of said school; which quarter section is extremely sterile, and of no value except for the purpose afore- 
said. We would also respectfully submit to your honorable body the propriety of making a further dona- 
tion, or permitting the trustees of said institution to enter, at the minimum price, the following designated 
Jands, which lie adjoining said village: The northeast quarter of the aforesaid section, mostly mountain- 
ous; also the east half of the southeast quarter of section twenty-seven, and the east half of the north- 
east quarter of said section twenty-seven, all lying in the aforesaid township and range. Also any other 
number of quarter sections of land lying in Franklin county, not exceeding fifteen, which has begn sold 
and relinquished, on which there is no occupant. ; 
Resolved, therefore, by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly 
convened, That our senators be, and they are hereby, instructed, and our representatives requested, to use 
their best endeavors to procure the passage of a law embracing the object of the foregoing memorial. 
And be it further resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby, required to forward one copy of 
the foregoing memorial and resolution to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 
SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 13, 1827. 
JOHN MURPHY. 
Secretary oF Srate’s Orrice, Tuscaloosa, January 16, 1827. 


‘I do certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll on file in this office. 
JAMES I. THORNTON, 
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FROM THE SURVEYOR GENERAL SOUTH OF TENNESSEE, RELATIVE TO THE DUTIES OF 
THE PRINCIPAL DEPUTY SURVEYOR OF THE DISTRICT EAST OF THE ISLAND OF 
NEW ORLEANS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 8, 1827. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., January 12, 1827. 


Dear Sir: I have been so constantly pressed with the other indispensable duties of this office as not 
to have been able to reply in a suitable manner to your polite letter of the 12th of September last, as I 
have been constantly and anxiously desirous of doing. Having observed, however, in the National Intel- 
ligencer of the 19th ultimo, received this morning, the resolution submitted by you on the preceding day 
in the House of Representatives, I beg leave to answer, in part and in haste, the queries proposed in your 
letter referred to above. 

In doing this I shall be under the necessity of referring you to the correspondence generally between 
this office and the General Land Office; from which it will appear that, in consequence of instructions 
from the General Land Office, I had been compelled, in the latter part of the year 1824, to remove from 
office the principal deputy surveyor of the land district east of the island of New Orleans, the part of 
the country to which your resolution is supposed to refer, and that, from that time up to within a couple 
of months past, everything appertaining to those districts, such as field notes, maps, records, &c., was 
withheld from the use of the government by Mr. Silas Dinsmore, the ex-principal deputy. This, of neces- 
sity, although it did not altogether stop, very much retarded the surveying business, and gave a perfect 
check to the preparation of township maps for the use of the government, and has, to my great regret and 
mortification, continued up to this moment to keep honest deputy surveyors out of their hard-earned com- 
pensations.—(See the Commissioner’s instructions to this office of September 8, 1823, and of April 1, 
1824.) Itake leave to enclose to you a list, marked A, of the articles lately delivered to the present 
deputy surveyor of those districts by Mr. Dinsmore’s agent. The very disordered state in which the docu- 
ments were found may be inferred from the disordered manner of representing them on the list, where 
they appear to have been inserted just as they were found. 

In illustration of the same subject, I enclose transcripts of several letters and extracts from letters 
which have recently passed between myself and Mr. James P. Turner, the present principal deputy sur- 
veyor of the districts east of the island of New Orleans, marked B; and,"besides the general reterence I 
have made to the correspondence between this and the General Land Office, I beg leave to refer particu- 
larly to the following letters, and to those to which they refer: 1824, October 25 and 27; November 8, 13, 
14, and 15; December 1, 17, 24, and 31; 1825, January 5 and 21, and February 1; 1826, June 30. 

As to the general difficulties of this office, they may be traced almost altogether to defects in the laws. 
In the first place, by the second section of the act of May 18, 1796, which applies to this office, the books 
of maps of the surveys of public lands are required to be kept in the surveyor’s office for public inspec- 
tion. This must be wrong. The surveyor’s office should be considered as the workshop where the lands 
are to be prepared for sale, and where the work ought to be conducted with doors closed to all but the 
deputy surveyors and the land officers. Mathematical calculations actually require some thought, which, 
under the existing laws, is constantly interrupted by persons calling for information which ought to be 
obtained at the registers’ offices only. In the surveyors’ offices the maps, descriptions, and every other 
thing appertaining to the public lands, ought and are intended to be prepared in triplicates: one set for 
the register’s office, one for the General Land Office, and the third to be retained on file; and whenever 
the maps and descriptions of a township have been thus prepared and distributed, the surveyors’ offices 
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should have. nothing more to do with them. The registers of land offices, who are the public brokers for 
the sale of lands, and who ought to be good surveyors, should be the proper persons to furnish plats to 
claimants, for which they should be allowed to charge fees. 

This office is daily harassed for plats of lands which have been surveyed, and perhapg plats furnished 
twenty years ago; and if we were to complain, or refuse to stop other business, and promptly furnish 
them, a complaint would be immediately transmitted to the General Land Office, from which I should be 
gravely called upon to defend myself. Yet, after more than two years passed in this way, I remain unin- 
formed of the views of the government upon the subject, although I have earnestly and repeatedly inquired 
whether or not every person who calls for a plat, either of his own or of his neighbor’s land, is entitled to 
receive it. In the meanwhile, a large proportion of the time of the office is consumed in this way. On 
this subject permit me to refer you to my letters to the General Land Office of December 8, 16, and 29, 
1824, and of January 5, 1825. 

But this is not the worst aspect of which the subject is susceptible. Owing to the want of sufficient 
assistance in this office, the necessary plats of private claims in the old Natchez settlement, although 
pretended to be surveyed twenty years ago, never were furnished to the proper officers. Hence calls for 
plats, and for subdivisions of fractional sections for relinquishment, are incessantly made upon this office, 
while the register has scarcely any duties to perform. 

But what is still worse, and which has been repeatedly demonstrated to the Commissioner—the want 
of proper assistance rendered it necessary originally to receive and pay for surveying, without examina- 
tion, afterwards found either not to have been executed at all, or so incorrectly executed as to be of no 
kind of use to the oftice——(See my letter to the Commissioner of June 30, 1826, and the accompanyin 
papers; as, also, of October 29, November 24, and December 4 and 8, last past, and of the 3d and Sth 
instant. ) 

I have already shown, partly by references to my correspondence with the General Land Office, that 
the preparations of the township maps of the districts formerly under the superintendence of Mr. Silas 
Dinsmore had been entirely stopped by his detention for about two years of the field notes, maps, records, 
&c., of his late office. This was not, however, the whole difficulty. Lands cannot be prepared for sale 
until the surveys and the township maps of such lands are completed and returned to the General Land 
Office. Nor can this last be done until such reasonable time may have been had, after all the private 
claims shall have been ascertained, adjusted, and, together with all the public lands in the same town- 
ships, surveyed, as, with the assistance allowed in the principal deputy surveyor’s office,* may enable 
him to prepare and return those township maps. 

Other difficulties in the way of surveying private claims in the district north of Red river, and which, 
of course, apply to most of Louisiana, were fully explained and exemplified in a letter from me to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office of March 10, 1826, and some of them adverted to in one of 
May 5, 1825, and again, recently, in a letter from me to the Commissioner of the 3d and 5th instant. They 
relate to imperfect surveying of private claims, the expenses of which have long since been paid by 
the government, and to the difticulty of obtaining the copies of title papers to be put into the hands 
of deputies, to enable them to survey private claims. As respects the obtaining of these papers, I have 
heretofore represented to the government, as the letters referred to will show, that I have no means 
of obtaining them but by purchase at my own private expense. In this representation there is 
nothing fictitious. The obstruction to the surveying business from this cause is so great, and otherwise 
insurmountable, that nothing but an act of Congress is likely to effectually remove it. I scarcely need 
say more on this subject, in addition to the reference I have made to letters, than refer you to the acts of 
Congress of April 12 and 18, 1814, the reading of which always reminds one of the figure of rendering 
darkness visible. 

I shall, in haste, conclude this letter by a kind of synopsis of what I have attempted to show: 

1. The want of proper assistance in this office has always been such as, of necessity, to compel the 
omission of its most important duties. Until I came into it, plans were formed, and, as far as possible, 
reduced to practice, to compel the deputy surveyors to return their work in such a state as to relieve the 
clerks of most of the labor strictly belonging to the duties of the office; but which plans had then recently 
been decided by the Attorney General of the United States to be contrary to law. 

2. That decision, together with the minute subdivisions of the public lands in preparing them for 
sale in conformity with the act of April 24, 1820, has increased the original duties of this office, which, as 
I have stated above, have been heretofore for the most part omitted, at least tenfold, and now, therefore, 
are such as to require one clerk for each deputy surveyor employed in this State, and in the district north 
of Red river in Louisiana. The same necessity for additional assistance exists in a considerable degree 
in the offices of the principal deputy surveyors. 

3. When I took charge of this office, in the summer of 1824, the surveying business had been pro- 
gressing in this State twenty-one years, and in Louisiana eighteen years; and yet there had not then been 
one single township map containing private confirmed claims in Louisiana returned to the General Land 
Office in a fit state for the issuing of patents, (see the Commissioner’s letter of December 31, 1828, to my 
immediate predecessor, Mr. Wailes;) and all the township maps of a similar description, that is, containing 
private claims belonging to this State, had been returned, and were then here, for, I believe, a third time, 
for correction. And all this, permit me to repeat, had been chiefly owing to the defects in, and to the inap- 
plicability of, the land laws to the purposes for which they purport to have been made; and which laws 
cannot now be read by any indifferent person acquainted with those facts with anything like a respectful 
gravity of muscle. 

4. As most of the genuine private claims in Louisiana have been long since surveyed, the surveying 
expenses paid by the government, and the plats, many of them calculated geometrically and unapproved, 
lying in this office, (see my letter to the Commissioner of March 10, 1826,) without any reference to the 
townships in which they are situated, the labor remaining to be performed, with the exception of what 
relates to the few township maps returned by myself, will be, if not greater, at least equal to what it 
would be if the business were but now commencing in that State. This is also owing to defects in the 
laws to the original mal-organization of the surveying business, and to the injudicious execution of the 
instructions from the treasury in the first instance, occasioning the private claims, even, in some cases, 
previous to their being confirmed, to be surveyed promiscuously all over the State, before the country had 
been laid off into townships; and afterwards causing the townships to be laid off, and, in some instances, 


* See note at the end of this letter. 
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subdivided into regular square sections, without any regard to or notice being taken of their connexions 
with the claim lines. 

5. The inutility of the offices of the principal deputy surveyors upon the existing plan is so glar- 
ingly palpable as scarcely to require any additional remark upon the subject. They are allowed salaries 
which are believed to be barely sufficient to pay board and office rent. It is true that they are allowed 
fees also for examining and recording; but, as these fees are not payable until after the recording is 
actually done, and as it would require the assistance of several clerks in cach of the principal deputies’ 
offices, as will be made apparent in the subjoined note, to perform the other duties of those offices exclu- 
sive of the recording, those fees are much worse than being merely nominal. They are calculated to 
operate with a force proportionable to their magnitude, as a constant temptation to a dereliction or viola- 
tion of duty. Thus, if they examine an incorrect survey and reject it, they, of course, do not record it, and 
therefore can get no fees; while for examining, passing, and recording the same incorrect survey, they are 
entitled to fees. That this constant temptation offered to the principal deputy surveyors by the law itself 
should by degrees and almost insensibly impair their integrity, would be no more surprising than that 
the hardest marble will, as is well known, yield to the incessant attrition of mere drops of water. One 
of them has been known to neglect his other duties, and to employ himself agreeably to law, too, in 
locating and surveying in person, as has been verbally, though not officially, stated to me, and for high 
fees, late confirmed private claims; and another, in making plats for individuals while the preparation 
of the township maps of the same lands have been entirely neglected. Yet the defects in the laws place 
the government entirely at the mercy of this class of officers, as they can neither resign nor be removed, 
without giving great embarrassment to this office, and through it to the government; which, in addition 
to the causes I have mentioned, is greatly increased by the want of an allowance for office rent. A recent 
occurrence of this kind has given rise to the following question, which I proposed to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office in a letter dated the 5th instant: 

“If a principal deputy surveyor resign, and I should be unable to persuade any fit person to relieve 
him, what must be done with the public documents in his possession, and who pays the office rent during 
the vacancy ?” 

6. For another difficuity arising from the perfect worthlessness to the incumbent of the office of a 
principal deputy surveyor, I beg leave to refer you to the last extract in the enclosed paper, marked B, 
and to remark that, if my observations of nearly half a century upon persons in and out of office have 
not deceived me, the integrity of most men is the better of being propped; and the best prop for the 
integrity of an offiec, where a prop is at all wanted, is to make the office worth the holding; for should it 
fail to have the desired effect in this way, it will enable the government to fill vacancies with honest men. 
The situations both of principal and other deputy surveyors in the present stage of the surveying business 
under my superintendence and under the existing laws are altogether unworthy the acceptance of men 
properly qualified for them. Under those palpable circumstances, how can the head of this office get on 
with business.—(See my letter to the honorable Mr. Cook, and those to which it refers, a copy of which 
was enclosed to the Commissioner with my letter of June 30, 1826.) 

1. For a considerable portion of the contracts lately taken for surveying, the contractors were induced 
to enter into them from the hope of an augmentation of the price of surveying, without which, if they do 
their duty faithfully, they will be utterly ruined. 

I enclose you the copy of a letter dated October 11, 1826, to Gales & Seaton, the receipt of which 
has not yet been acknowledged. It presents, somewhat briefly, some of the difficulties of this office, 
which I was desirous of presenting to Congress through the medium of the National Intelligencer, in 
which, however, I have failed. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





G. DAVIS, Surveyor, &c. 
Hon. Wiuniam Harte, of the House of Representatives, Washington City. 





Note referred to. 


One man, the principal deputy himself, who is allowed no clerk, to about 300 townships, within the 
districts east of the island of New Orleans, including a part of Alabama. Those townships, or such of 
them as contain either private confirmed claims, or traverses of navigable streams or lakes, will require at 
least one month each in the preparation. Thus the surveys of the private claims have first to be examined 
as to their accuracy, and their areas calculated; the rough township map has then to be made, and the 
private claims carefully adjusted to the lines of the public surveys interspersed among them; the length 
of all the lines of the fractional sections, much of which to be obtained no doubt by calculation, to be 
marked on them, their areas calculated, and afterwards subdivided for sale, in conformity with the pro- 
visions of the act of April 24, 1820; three neat maps and descriptions are then to be made and sent off— 
one set to the register; another, I should suppose, to this office; and a third to the General Land Office; 
and lastly, the whole has to be recorded. For I hold it to be an unquestionable principle, that any record- 
ing which may have been done of a township survey, in anticipation of the confirmations, surveys, and 
returns of the private claims contained in it, has not only been a waste of time and of labor, but the 
money paid for such premature recording has been a fraud upon the government. On this subject I beg 
leave to refer you particularly to a letter from me to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, of 
May;5, 1825, enclosing a copy of my instructions to Silas Dinsmore’s successor in office. 

I find I have not time to copy the papers referred to in this letter, marked A and B. They will be 
sent in a few days to the General Land Office, with a request that they shall, with other papers referred to, 
be submitted to the perusal of the honorable Mr. Haile. 

G, DAVIS. 
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SALE OF SALINES IN ILLINOIS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 10, 1827. 


Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the memorial (see No. 563) of the 
legislature of the State of Illinois, praying that the State may be allowed to sell and convey certain 
portions of the land reserved for the use of salt springs, and granted to that State, reported: 


That as early as May 18, 1796, when Congress were legislating in reference to the sale of the public 
lands in the northwestern territory, provisions were made by law for the reservation from sale of all galt 
springs, together with the section of land on which such spring was situated, and to be retained for the 
future disposal of the United States. After the State of Ohio was taken from the Northwest Territory and 
admitted into the Union in 1802, Congress again legislated on the same subject. By the act of Congress 
of March 26, 1804, three land offices were established in what was then called the Indiana Territory—one at 
Detroit, one at Vincennes, and one at Kaskaskia, By the sixth section of this law all the salt springs 
within the Indiana Territory were reserved from sale, and the principle of reservation was extended to as 
many contiguous sections for the support of each salt spring as should be deemed necessary by the 
President of the United States, and to be retained for the future disposal of Congress. On February 21, 
1812, a law was passed dividing the Kaskaskia land district, and creating out of the same the district of 
Shawneetown, within the limits of which last district is situated what is called the Wabash or Ohio saline. 
By this law of 1812 the President was authorized to reserve from sale, for the use and support of this 
saline, a tract of land of not less than six miles square. It appears to the satisfaction of the committee, 
by documents from the General Land Office, that, under the authority of the act of 1812, there was set 
apart and reserved from sale, in the year 1816, ninety-six thousand seven hundred and fifty-six acres and 
seventy-nine hundredths (96,756.79) of land for the use and support of this particular saline. In the act 
of Congress of April 18, 1818, by which the people of Illinois were authorized to form a constitution and 
State government, it is provided that “all salt springs within such State, and the lands reserved for the 
use of the same, shall be granted to the said State for the use of the said State, and the same to be used 
under such terms and conditions and regulations as the legislature of said State shall direct: Provided, 
That the legislature shall never sell nor lease the same for a longer period than ten years at any one time.” 
Under this grant the State of Illinois claims all the salt springs in the State, together with all the lands 
which have been reserved for their use and support before her admission into the Union, and also all the 
lands which have been reserved for the use and support of salines within the State since her admission 
into the Union, or which may be hereafter reserved. The amount of land claimed by the State of Illinois 
at this time is two hundred and six thousand eight hundred and fifty-six acres and thirty-three hundredths, 
(206,856.33,) of which quantity it appears to the committee that only 181,256.33 acres were reserved and 
set apart for the use and support of salines before the passage of the act of April 18, 1818, on the admission 
of that State into the Union. The committee are not prepared to decide whether all the reservations made 
by the government in the State of Illinois for saline purposes since the admission of the State into the 
Union, or which shall be made from time to time as salines are discovered and reservations made, pass 
by the grant, or vest in the State of Illinois, by virtue of the provisions of the act of April 18, 1818. The 
construction of the act of 1818, and the extent of the grant made by it, whether prospective or not, may 
be a question for judicial investigation. The committee will only say, on this branch of the subject, that, 
if Congress intended to extend the provisions of the act of 1818, not only to the reservations then made, 
but prospectively to all reservations that should thereafter be made for the use and support of salines in 
Illinois, they have manifested a spirit of liberality in relation to Illinois not manifested in relation to any 
other State, and have vested in another branch of the government a discretifnary power to give to the 
State of Illinois millions of acres of lands under the pretext that they are necessary for the use and support 
of salines within the State. The committee have looked for analogous cases in the acts of April 30, 1802, 
April 19, 1816, and the act of March 6, 1820, authorizing the people of Ohio, Indiana, and Missouri to 
form constitutions and State governments, and providing for their admission into the Union as States. In 
all those acts of Congress referred to, the committee find the grants made are specific, either as to the number 
of salines granted, and the land that shall be granted for the use and support of each, or by limiting the 
whole quantity of land that should, in any event, be given to the State. The case of Illinois is different 
from all others, being indefinite both in time and quantity. So far as regards the reservations of land for 
the use and support of salines in the district of Shawneetown, it appears to the committee they were made 
in 1816, before the admission of the State of Illinois into the Union, and the committee have no doubt 
vested in the State by the act of April 18, 1818. The State of Ohio was authorized by the act of Congress 
of December 28, 1824, to sell the whole of the salines and reserved lands granted to her by the act of April 
30, 1802. The State of Illinois asks to be permitted to sell thirty thousand acres, (30,000, ) being a part of 
the 96,756.99 of the lands reserved in 1816 for the use and support of what is called the Ohio or Wabash 
saline reservation, and to apply the proceeds to the erection of a penitentiary and objects of internal 
improvement. The committee see no reason why the same privilege which was granted to the State of 
Ohio should not be accorded to the State of Illinois, so far as the title to the lands prayed to be disposed 
of is clear of doubt, leaving the question in relation to the Vermilion saline, and lands reserved for the 
use of the same, for future investigation. The committee therefore report a bill. 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Illinois respectfully represents: That there is 
imposed by the United States a restriction on this State that prevents the State from selling any part of 
the land reserved for the use of salines in this State, although some of these reserved lands are entirely 
uscless for the purpose of manufacturing salt. It is found by experience that much of said land is not, 
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nor will it be hereafter, used for the original object of the donation. There is discovered in the neighbor- 
hood of the Ohio saline inexhaustible quantities of stonecoal, which will serve in the place of wood in the 
making of salt; and, likewise, there has recently been discovered at the Vermilion saline stonecoal in 
great quantities, so that the woodland reserved for the use of that saline will likewise become useless in 
the manufacture of salt. Some part of the land reserved for the use of the Ohio saline is at so remote a 
distance from said saline that it is useless for the original donation. And, as the reserved land cannot be 
improved or cultivated, the farmers are prevented from settling thereon, so that the necessary provisions 
for said works are thereby more difficult to be procured. Therefore, as some part of the lands reserved 
for the use of those salines has become useless for the benevolent object of the original donation, your 
memorialists respectfully request that the consent of the United States may be given this State to enable 
her to sell some part of said reserved land which may be at the greatest distance from said salines, and 
such other portions of the lands lying on the Saline creek, for the erection of water-works, as will not 
interfere with the manufacture of salt, and as may be necessary to improve the navigation of said creek 
for the purpose of internal improvements of the country, and for the erection of a penitentiary. 

The improvement of the navigation of the Saline creek is necessary to advance the real interests of 
the people in relation to the Ohio saline. Salt, by some improvement on said creek, may be the easier 
conveyed away from said works to the Ohio river. Some part of the proceeds of the sale of said lands 
ought, in justice to that part of the country, to be applied to improve the navigation of the Great and 
Little Wabash rivers; and, likewise, some of the money raised from the sale of the said lands ought to be 
appliea to the humane and benevolent purpose of erecting a penitentiary. 

Therefore your memorialists pray your honorable bodies to pass a law enabling this State to sell 
thirty thousand acres of land reserved for the Ohio saline, and ten thousand acres of the Vermilion saline 
reserve, for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Saline creek and the Great and Little Wabash 
rivers, and for a penitentiary, and for other internal improvements, the people of the State of Illinois, by 
their representatives in general assembly convened, hereby giving their full and free assent thereto. 

J. McLEAN, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WILLIAM KINNEY, Speaker of the Senate. 


Vanpatta, Illinois, Secretary’s Office, January 6, 182'T. 


I, George Forquer, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 


a true copy of the original memorial enrolled in my office. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the said State of Illinois, 


at Vandalia, January 6, 1827. 
GEORGE FORQUER. 





Treasury Drpartuent, General Land Office, February 1, 1821. 


Sir: The accompanying statement will show, agreeably to the request of your letter of the 31st 
ultimo, the amount of reservations for salines in the Territory of Illinois to have been 177,224.45 acres in 
the district of Shawneetown, as reported by Thomas Sloo, esq., the register of the land office, November 
1, 1816. 

In relation to your inquiry as to the selections for salines on the Vermilion river, in the State of 
Illinois, I have to advise you that forty sections have been selected for that object. 

Paper marked A is a letter from Josiah Meigs, esq., to the President of the United States, suggesting 
the reservation of certain lands, situate in the Palestine district, strongly indicative of saline properties. 
On this letter is endorsed the approval by Mr. Monroe of the proposed reservation. 

Paper marked B is a copy of the letter from the register of the land office at Palestine, dated Novem- 
ber 8, 1822, containing the designation of the selections alluded to in the foregoing, on which is written 
a copy of the approval by Mr. Adams. 

Paper marked C is a copy of a letter to Mr. Coles, governor of Illinois, dated March 30, 1825, trans- 
mitting a certificate of the lands reserved for the salines on Vermilion river. 

Paper marked D is a copy of the certificate of reservations alluded to in the foregoing. 

Herewitb are transmitted a general plat of the reservations for salt springs in the district of Shaw- 
neetown, and a particular plat of the reservations for the Wabash saline. 

I have to observe that the register of the land office at Shawneetown has erroneously sold some of 
the tracts designated to be reserved in his report of .November, 1816, before referred to; but, as it would 
occasion too much delay to suffer this answer to await the result of an investigation as to the particular 
sections and parts of sections so erroneously sold, the quantity is not now given. 

I will thank you to have the goodness to return the two plats herewith transmitted when your 
purpose is answered. 

I am, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Hon. Dante P. Coox, House of Representatives. 





A. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, August 8, 1822. 


Sir: Ihave the honor to submit to your consideration the propriety of reserving from sale, for the 
use of the State of Illinois, certain lands, situate in the district of lands offered for sale at Palestine, in 
that State, which are strongly indicative of saline properties. At the suggestion of Governor Bond, the 
Secretary of the Treasury directed an examination to be made of the lands on Vermilion creek, in the 
district of Palestine, by Thomas Cox, register of the land office at Vandalia, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the quality and quantity of the salines stated to exist in that section of country. A copy of the 
instructions to Mr. Cox, and of his report, are herewith transmitted, together with a copy of a letter from 
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the register of the land office at Palestine, suggesting the propriety of making the reserves prior to the 
public sales in that section of the district, which will take place in November next. At the pericd when 
Mr. Cox made his report, the lands in that part of the district where the salt springs are situate were not 
surveyed, consequently they could not then be designated sectionally. Should you think proper to 
authorize a reservation to the extent suggested by Mr. Cox—z. e., “‘for two miles on each side of Vermilion 
creek, about ten miles in length, and extending six miles below Blackman’s wells”—the register will be 
instructed to designate the reservation by section, township, and range, as the lands have since been 
surveyed. 

Accept the assurances of my greatest respect, 





JOSIAH MEIGS. 
The Presipent of the United States. 


The reservation proposed is approved. 


JAMES MONROE. 





B. 


Recister’s Orrice, Palestine, Illinois, November 8, 1822. 


Sm: Agreeable to instructions from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, bearing date 
August 12, 1822, by which I was ordered to reserve from sale forty sections of land lying on the Big 
Vermilion river, including the salines on said river, I was directed to make the reservation four miles in 
breadth and ten miles in length, making the river, as near as possible, the centre. I discovered that the 
saline was within a half a mile of the forks of the river. As my instructions did not direct on which 
branch of the river, to make the reserve, I thought it advisable to go to the salines and examine both 
branches of the river and ascertain on which of the two branches it would be the most advisable to make 
the reserve. My instructions were to run six miles below and four miles above Blackman’s wells. No 
doubt that Mr. Cox (when he recommended the reserve to be made in the manner pointed out in his 
letter) believed, from the best information he could obtain at that time, that to run six miles below and 
fuur miles above Blackman’s wells would be the most advantageous to the State. Had Mr. Cox have 
gone over the land, as I have done, I am confident he would have recommended the reserve to have been 
made six miles up the river and four miles below the wells. The land six miles up the river is heavy 
timbered generally, and the soil not good, which will prevent it from being sold by government for 
many years, yet it is more valuable for the use of the salines than the land below. The land below is 
much more prairie and better soil, and will undoubtedly sell as soon as a sale shall be made for that range 
of townships, (which is range 11.) I conclude, from a full examination of the land ordered to be reserved, 
and the lands two miles above the limits recommended by Mr. Cox, that it would be much more to the 
interest of the State to run but four miles down the river, below Blackman’s wells, and six miles above. 
I consider that it would be a considerable advantage to both the United States and this State to make 
the reserve six miles above and four miles below the west side of section 16, on which the salines are 
situated. The lands up the river were offered for sale as directed, but did not any of it sell. As Iam 
confident it will be more for the interest of both parties to make the reserve different from that laid down 
by Mr. Cox, I have taken the liberty to recommend the propriety of making the following reservation: 
In township No. 19 north, range No. 12 west, sections Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 30, and 31; in township No. 19 north, range No. 13 west, 18, 14, 15, 21, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 34, 35, and 36; section No. 28, in township No. 19 north, range No. 12 west, I 
have selected, by the request of Governor Bond, for the use of schools, in lieu of section 16, claimed by the 
State. The distance to the salines, as the road goes at this time, is upwards of one hundred miles. I 
was six days going and returning and eight days employed in examining the lands—in all fourteen days. 
Whatever compensation may be allowed me you will please to inform me through what channel I am to 
receive it. Should it belong to your department, you will please to take such measures as will procure 
me an order on the receiver at this place. I am confident that this State will be pleased with the change 
recommended; but should it be necessary to have the reserve made as laid down by Mr. Cox, you will 
please to direct accordingly. I have the land selected as I was directed. 


Iam, &c., 
JOSEPH KITCHELL, Register. 
JosiaH Metcs, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Approved March 20, 1825. J. Q. ADAMS. 





Genera Lanp Orricre, March 30, 1825. 


Sir: Your letter of May 26, 1824, addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury, having been referred 
to this office, I now, in compliance with the request therein contained, forward you an official statement 
of the land selected and designated by the President for the use of the saline of the Vermilion river, and 
of the section substituted by the Secretary of the Treasury in lieu of section 28, 19 N. 12 W. 


With great respect, &c. 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Epwarp Cotes, Esq., Gévernor of Illinois, Vandalia. 
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D. 


ILLINOIS SALINES. 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, March 26, 1825. 


It is hereby certified that, under the provisions of the second proposition of the sixth section of the 
act of the Congress of the United States approved on the 18th day of April, A. D. 1818, entitled “An act — 
to enable the people of Illinois Territory to form a constitution and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union on an equal footing with the original States,” whereby it is provided “ that 
all salt springs within such State, and the lands reserved for the use of the same, shall be granted to the 
said State, and the same to be used, under such terms, conditions, and regulations as the legislature of 
the said State shall direct: Provided, The legislature shall never sell nor lease the same for a longer period 
than ten years at any one time,” there have been selected the following described sections of land for the 
use of the saline of the Big Vermilion river, in the district of lands offered for sale at Palestine, viz: In town- 
ship number nineteen north, of range number twelve west, sections numbered one, two, three, four, seven, 
eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty- 
one, twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-six, twenty-seven, twenty-nine, thirty, and thirty-one. 
In township number nineteen north, of range number thirteen west, the following sections have been 
selected, viz: sections numbered thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty- 
four, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-seven, twenty-cight, thirty-four, thirty-five, and thirty-six; and it is 
hereby certified that the said sections of land are reserved for the purposes mentioned, by the authority of 
the President of the United States. 

It is further certified that, in lieu of section number sixteen, in township number nineteen north, of 
range number twelve west, there has been selected and substituted section number twenty-eight, situate 
in the same township and range, to be appropriated to the use of schools, agreeably to the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

In witness whereof, I, George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, have hereto sub- 
scribed my name, and caused to be affixed the seal of said office, at the city of Washington, the day and 


year above written. 
GEORGE GRAHAM, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Treasury Departyent, General Land Office, February 8, 1826. 

Sm: Your letter calling for information respecting the saline reservations in the State of Illinois, 
inquires: 

. 1st. “When was the reservation made for the Ohio or Wabash salines ?” 

To which I answer that the report of the commissioners on file in this office is dated July 2, 1814, 
which was made agreeably to instructions from Edward Tiffin, esq., then Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, dated April 22, 1814, a copy of which is herewith transmitted. This report relates to what 
is styled the Great Ohio and Wabash reservation. The remainder of the selections were made by Thomas 
Sloo, esq., register of the land office of Shawneetown district, agreeably to instructions through the General 
Land Office, dated June 19, 1815, consisting of seven distinct tracts of salines, lying within said district, 
contiguous to the waters of the Ohio and Wabash rivers. 

2d. “By whom was the selection of the lands made ?” 

By Leonard White, Willis Hargrove, and P. Trammell, commissioners, and by Thomas Sloo, register 
of the land office at Shawneetown. 

3d. “By whom and in what manner was the reservation approved ?” 

There does not appear to be any record or evidence on file in this office of approval of the selections 
made in the district of Shawneetown, by the President of the United States, for saline purposes. 

4th. “ What is the precise quantity reserved for the Ohio and Wabash salines ?” 

The quantity of land reserved for what is styled the Great Ohio and Wabash reservation is 96,756.79 
acres. 

The seven other tracts or salines in Shawneetown district contain 84,499.54 acres. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Joun Scort, House of Representatives. 





Treasury Department, General Land Office, April 22, 1814. 


GENTLEMEN: I am instructed to request you, or any two of you, to examine the lands on which, and 
about where, the United States saline is situated in the Illinois Territory, and make a report to this office, 
that the President of the United States may be properly informed of the quantity and situation of such 
lands as may be necessary to reserve from the unexpected sales, for the purpose of supporting the works 
forever. In making this examination and report, you will be pleased to be very particular; noting the 
timber on such section; the evenness or otherwise of the ground; the necessity or practicability of con- 
veying the water on the grounds in pipes; to coal, and where situated, or wood; relative to the navigation 
down the saline creek, if practicable, and the depth of water; and, in short, everything calculated to give 
a comprehensive and particular view of the whole and every part of the premises 

It is desirable that this report should be received as soon as convenient, as the land office is about to 


be opened there. 
With great respect, &c., 
EDWARD TIFFIN. 


Leonarp Wuire, Wytus Harcrove, and Puiiip TramMety, Esqs. 
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CONFLICTING CLAIMS BETWEEN ROBERTS’ AND LUDLOW’S LINES IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 12, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the undersigned respectfully represents: That they reside in the State of Ohio, in 
the counties of Champaign and Logan, between Ludlow’s and Roberts’ lines; that they claim title b 
purchase from the United States for the lands on which they reside; on them they have made lasting 
and valuable improvements; there they have formed their connexions and societies; there they have in 
peace worshipped their God; and beneath that sod rest the bones of their relatives. They confidently 
believed that the title of the government was a security to their pessessions; but since the establishment 
of the sources of the Little Miami and Scioto rivers, in 1812, by the commissioners, as well on the part 
of the United States as of Virginia, and the running and marking Roberts’ line, under the direction of 
the former commissioners, and from the best information they have been able to obtain, the most serious 
apprehensions are entertained that the lands they occupy will be found to lie within the Virginia military 
district, and subject to be holden by virtue cf entries made in 1810 by owners of Virginia military land 
warrants, and that they will be deprived of their homes and possessions, their societies and relations 
will be broken up, and they must leave the bones of their families and relatives in the possession of 
strangers. Your memorialists are informed that the decision of the case of Doddridge’s Lessee vs, Thomp- 
son and Wright, in the Supreme Court, settles all the principles which can or may arise (except, perhaps, 
the western boundary line of the Virginia military reservation) in the decision of these conflicting claims. 
And as the highest judicial tribunal of the country has passed on the question, it is supposed that the 
justice of the memorial will be duly appreciated by the Legislature of the Union, in whose power alone 
remains our relief from expensive and harassing litigation and final loss of our possessions. Your me- 
morialists are aware that at two several periods measures were adopted by the House of Representatives, 
but not acted upon in the Senate for want of time, which would have quieted our apprehensions, and at 
the same time compensated those who claim title by military warrants; the prosecution of which claims 
has only been delayed by the interference and advice of the mutual friends of those claiming title under 
the United States and Virginia. How much longer your memorialists may be exempted from litigation 
and expense depends alone on the course adopted by your honorable bodies; for your memorialists are 
informed that those who hold claims for these lands, relying on the decision of the Supreme Court before 
referred to, will proceed to establish them by judicial proceedings; and those of your memorialists who 
hold small farms had better abandon them than incur such an expensive contest, which, as they believe, 
must eventuate in the loss of their lands and their homes. 

With these views and under these feelings your memorialists humbly pray your honorable bodies, at 
your present session, to make such provision by law, as to you may seem meet and proper, for the speedy 
determination and settlement of these conflicting claims, both emanating from the general government; 
and that they may be protected and quieted in the possession of their lands, their altars, and firesides. 
And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 


Samuel Newell. George Newell. George Shellman. 
Jacob R. Hall. Abner Enoch. William Terry. 
Robert Patterson. John McNary. Samuel Terry. 
William Donnel. James Steel. Walter Clement. 
Jacob Staley. tobert Newell, sr. Robert Baird. 
Benjamin McClure. Robert Newell, jr. Garland Crockett. 
Samuel Carter. Robert Newell. John B. Robertson. 
Martin Shields. Samuel Newell, jr. Henry Robertson. 
William McBeth. Henry Robertson. Jonathan Williams, 
John Moore. Alexander Burnside. Samuel S. Newell. 
H. M. White. Samuel Burnside. Joseph T Kelly. 
William A. Davis. Thomas Hall. Thomas Baird 
Thomas Haines. Benjamin Hall. Andrew Burnside. 
Abraham Bedillon. John McShane. Abner H. Jarard. 
J. W. Fyffe. Henry Leevet. Robert Crockett. 
Moses Mellvain, sr. Samuel Covington. John Wall. 

Isaac Fellsworth. Rachel Blaylach. Robert W. Newell. 
James Kelly. William Kenton. Robert Newell. 
Oren Hubbard. John Smith. Joseph Newell. 
Samuel Black. George Lenbruer. Shellim Crockett. 
Patrick Kallahan. David Shelby. Stephen Newell. 
Abner Snoddy. Thomas Terry. John Newell. 


John S. McNeal. 
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LAND CLAIM IN WEST FLORIDA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 182'7. 


Mr. Reep, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of James Moore, of 
Mississippi, reported: 


That it appears to the satisfaction of the committee, by the petition and affidavit of the said James 
Moore, and by the corroborating testimony of one of the committee, (who has some knowledge upon the 
subject,) that the petitioner and the other heirs of Alexander Moore, deceased, have claims to land in 
West Florida, by virtue of British grants issued from the government of West Florida while it was a 
British province; that the said Alexander Moore, in his lifetime, became a Spanish subject, after the con- 
quest of Florida by the Spanish arms, and continued so until the time of his death; and that the said 
lands, or some of them so claimed, were settled and cultivated during the continuance of the British gov- 
ernment in West Florida. It further appears that the original patents and other evidences of title to the 
lands so claimed came into the possession of the said James Moore after the death of his father, as one 
of his heirs-at-law; and that the said patents and other evidences of title were, in due time, transmitted 
by the said James Moore, to be laid before the board of commissioners for the adjustment of land titles 
in West Florida, but were lost at sea; which accident prevented their being presented to and acted upon 
by the said board in due season, during the existence of said commission. It further appears that the 
British and Spanish archives relating to lands in Florida have been transmitted to the commissions there, 
and are not now in any of the departments at the seat of government in this city. The committee are of 
opinion, under these circumstances, that the said petitioner, and the other heirs of Alexander Moore, 
deceased, have a well founded claim upon Congress to have their titles investigated and decided upon, 
and have, therefore, instructed me to report a bill accordingly, which is herewith presented 
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ON CLAIM OF A RECEIVER OF PUBLIC MONEYS FOR COMPENSATION FOR BRINGING UP 
ARREARS OF WORK. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 1827. 


Mr. Reep, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Joseph Dunbar, 
receiver of public moneys in the district west of Pearl river, State of Mississippi, reported: 


That it appeavs to the satisfaction of the committee that when the said Joseph Dunbar entered upon 
the duties of his office as such receiver of public moneys the books of his office were very much in arrear, 
and that he was instructed to cause them to be brought up with as little delay as possible, that he 
accordingly employed clerks to do a part of the work which was so in arrear, and the balance was done 
by himself and in his own handwriting. He has been allowed at the Treasury Department, in the settle- 
ment of his accounts, $1,500 paid for clerk hire in bringing up the arrearages of business in his office, 
which sum was actually paid to clerks employed by him; but for his own clerical labors he has received 
nothing, and one of the objects of the petition is to obtain compensation for those services. The committee 
are of opinion that the justice of this claim is beyond doubt, and the only difficulty has been with the 
committee to ascertain what the amount of compensation should be. The chairman, therefore, addressed 
himself to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who, in reply, communicated to the committee 
a report made to his predecessor by A. Anderson, who had been directed to examine and report on the 
condition of the said office. The following is an extract from Mr. Anderson’s report: “The books are now 
complete, and the work has been neatly and correctly executed. The same work could not have been 
done, had clerks been employed to perform the whole of it, for a less sum than $2,000. The receiver has 
been allowed a credit of $1,500 paid to the clerks for the above labor; he also claims $500, in addition to 
that sum, as a compensation for the work which he executed and the necessary and general superintend- 
enct of the whole business. I examined the books page by page, and found that a considerable portion 
of the work was in the handwriting of Mr. Dunbar. In answer, therefore, to that part of the communi- 
cation in relation to clerk hire, I feel it my duty to say that the sum allowed appears to me, from my 
acquaintance with bookkeeping of that description, to be less than reasonable, and less than I have 
known the same extent and style of work executed for.” The committee think, therefore, that $500 is a 
fair and reasonable compensation for the extra services of the said receiver in bringing up the arrearages 
of business in his office, and have instructed me to report a bill accordingly. 
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LAND CLAIM IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 15, 1827. 


Mr. Reep, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the representatives 
of William Scott, deceased, with the accompanying documents, reported: 

That, April 26, 1787, William Scott, the ancestor of the petitioners, preferred his petition to the 

governor of Louisiana for the grant of a tract of land on the river Homochitto, in the district of Natchez, 
and that on the 21st of May in the same year an order of survey was obtained from Don Estevan Miro, 
governor of the province of Louisiana, according to the prayer of the petitioner. It also appears by the 
certificate of William Vousdan, a deputy surveyor under the Spanish government, dated November 23, 
1787, that a survey was actually made in favor of the said William Scott for two hundred acres of land 
situated in the district of Natchez, and about seventeen miles from the fort on the Homochitto river. It 
also appears to the satisfaction of the committee that the heirs of the said William Scott duly registered 
their claim before the board of commissioners west of Pearl river March 29, 1804, but that proof of settle- 
ment and cultivation not being made the said claim was not confirmed by the board of commissioners, 
and the said tract of two hundred acres was subsequently sold as public lands belonging to the United 
States. 
It is proved by the depositions of John Bolls and Catharine Bolling that the said tract of land was 
settled and improved by the said William Scott previous to and during the years 1792 and 1793. It is 
also proved by the deposition of John Bolls that “the said tract of land was in cultivation October 25, 
1795, and for a number of years before and after, and that the children of said William Scott were at that 
time inhabitants of the province and ever since.” From those facts it results that the title of the petitioners 
was protected by the act of Congress of March 3, 1803, and that the United States have sold a tract of 
land to which they had no title, aud in derogation to the rights of the petitioners. The committee have, 
therefore, instructed me to report a bill for their relief, which is herewith presented. 
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CONDITION OF DUNCAN McARTHUR’S CLAIM WITH REGARD TO THE DISPUTED LAND 
BETWEEN ROBERTS’ AND LUDLOW’S LINES IN OHIO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 16, 1827. 


The undersigned, agent of the United States for defending the suits in ejectment, Duncan McArthur 
vs. John Reynolds, and the said McArthur vs. Henry Vanmetre, now pending before the court of common 
pleas of Champaign county, Ohio, for the recovery of land in the valley of the Great Miami river, westward 
of Ludlow’s line, south of the Greenville treaty line, sold by authority of the laws of the United States, 
hereby certifies that the said land lies westward of a direct line from the termination or head of the valley 
of the Scioto river to the termination or head of the valley of the Little Miami river, and that no part of 
the land which is proposed to be made the warrant of a donation to the said McArthur of $65,000, lies 
between the rivers Scioto and Little Miami, or within the territory reserved by the Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia for the satisfaction of the land bounties of the officers and soldiers of that Commonwealth who served 
in the continental line of the revolutionary army; and further, that, by the running of Ludlow’s and 
Roberts’ lines into and across the Great Miami country, and the permission given to the holders of warrants 
granted for these bounties to locate up to these lines, about 160,000 acres of land, without the limits of the 


reserved territory, have been lost to the United States. 
Given at Chilicothe, February 15, 1827. CADWALLADER WALLACE. 


The Commirrer on Private Lanp Craims of the Senate of the United States. 
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PURCHASE OF LANDS FROM THE INDIANS; SURVEYS, QUANTITY, SALES, EXPENSES OF 
THE PUBLIC LANDS; THE AMOUNT PAID, BALANCES DUE AND AMOUNT FORFEITED 
BY THE PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS SINCE THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEND- 


ENCE. 








COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 16, 1827. 


To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit to the Senate a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, with statements prepared at 
the Register’s and General Land Office, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 16th of May 


last in relation to the purchases and sales of the public lands since the Declaration of Independence. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Wasnineton, February 16, 182’. 
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Treasury Department, February 15, 1827. 


The Secretary of the Treasury, to whom was referred a resolution of the Senate of May 16, 1826, 
“requesting the President of the United States to cause to be prepared and laid before the Senate, at the 
commencement of the next session of Congress, a statement showing the sums annually paid since the 
Declaration of Independence for purchasing from the Indians, surveying and selling the public lands, 
showing, as near as may be, the quantities of land which have been purchased; the number of acres which 
have been surveyed; the number sold and the number which remain unsold; the amount of sales and of 
forfeitures; the sums paid by purchasers, and the sums due from purchasers in each land district; keeping 
in separate columns or tables, as far as practicable, the statements for every State and Territory in which 
there are public lands,” has the honor to submit to the President a communication from the Register of 
the Treasury, and one from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, both dated the 14th instant, 
which, with the statements to which they respectively refer, contain the information required by the said 


resolution. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
The Preswent of the United States. 





Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 14, 1827. 


In compliance, in part, with a resolution of the Senate of the United States of May 16, 1826, I have 
the honor to transmit herewith statements numbered from 1 to 7, inclusive, viz: 

No. 1. Exhibiting the expenditures of holding Indian treaties from 1776 to December 31, 1825. 

No. 2. Exhibiting the expenses of surveys of public lands to December 31, 1825. 

No. 3. Exhibiting the expenses of selling the public lands to December 31, 1825. 

No. 4, Exhibiting special sales of public lands made prior to the opening of the land offices. 

No. 5. Exhibiting the quantity of land sold in each State, and amount of purchase money, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1825. 

No. 6. Exhibiting the amount paid by purchasers, balances due by individuals, and total amount of 
purchase money from the opening of the land offices to December 31, 1825. 

No. 7. Exhibiting the amount of money forfeited to December 31, 1824. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





No. 1. 


Statement of expenditures on account of holding Indian treaties, &c., from July 4, 1776, to December 31, 1825, 
stated in pursuance of a resolution of the Senate of the United States of May 16, 1826. 




















Year. | Amount. Year. Amount. 
From July 4 to December 31, Wile sctonesissnaared $42,928 64 || For the year 1801.....cccsccecccecccces covcceceves| $9,000 00 
For the year 1777. ...4. adidas heute atias 57,622 29 Di stscndinvinacctuamiaicknns 20,000 00 
WR busi cxccccetuincesiibiaitiiin ee 10,32 1 || icici cnccscsasis ‘scien ncaaanleend 
MG cca soeistcinsininwnscntonusiansess | 3,326 45 RB es sccecentanecves \nethciondis 53,000 00 
1780. ..sseecrsessscccsserecssesecceseeel 2,337 79 MB sicsincicns necvaaeie esi tee 41,000 00 
APB le cael s seviouniisaccaee wen eceussloawees| 2,195 60 IOUS cewisscccewacsas 2 stluisieisatitaneeaal aise onadaes wanes 
NE iceainniccrrue ea cecmitl 905 00 |) WM ccsiicsiccsctoeiioe i daatelith scans 60,825 00 
MR iitdiadovinidicnntenicaseienn 1,718 00 |) riicccsasascas sneak denon 70,725 00 
I ie csanemeinrnrnicieeisses 4,534 48 | Mss icssnassxe Sscsnilaneanistasbnte 169, 150 00 
SON skin sacs venpcncninininceve wnebioeil 8,738 88 |) I csitiuprcianniecicinunnidininnaie 58,225 00 
bab ss scorcesaodscsanscicncsacodvens] 27,092 85 || SO wi kaniniiiicstncnniaenanniendnniars 57,725 00 
ELE O, 750 00 || Min eserccnn aaa htalh aes 55,975 00 
EET 4,747 10 || Oss rwcaecanacsanacamnnnaianiion 55,475 00 
V7BD. sessessssosserssssssessesooees ones! } | Wivitinsanse sicmacans sabvsnnnsinlanaaucnilas 
1790. vesecccsesccesccessccccscecces cece 29,650 10 || IBIS. ese seee cece esse eects eseeseceeees 111,750 00 
oa een | i issecianiensuntads siaia wins 82,075 00 
OR sci nies cenasdeiniseenintumias ne 13,648 85 |) IB17...0sescecesecsccsceccscsesseeees 91,276 06 
LGOBS sicrcratesss stais-cio ee wee sisionisceisiowionreees 27,282 83 || ASS S oacccisc cas vesesscessabasiis deceine 230, 409 54 
RP DAstesicie saiclewisw cise ssiseiowewllowsueisies 13,042 46 || 1819. ... cc eeeeeeeeeee see eeeeceeeeeeee : 185, 522 77 
[LGR Ee a RN Ite oe a A 21,475 68 || BEI Va oss bade nnesuuidewvaeesavitcoeees 197,278 O1 
seit ensiticed isa ianccund 55,563 98. || Nie alicced ntuuasalauoneiintasien 118,050 00 
ss i etenaacesians 32,396 38 isis csewndstcriciiaceninnnesss 379,611 99 
I ih eS iis ccttiasescnnneasscen 16,470 09 Riis ainaiscarinia in vesxaniecamsiial 201,017 71 
icin iassntininasienwsinaveniinns 20,302 19 MN iisornceteviens: hill inca merer 227,341 50 
Rs aicasa tne daseinsianiiauiavebins 31.22 | I csciicii ec inistialenanieiaains 519,979 12 
3, 392,494 67 
Estimated amount for the year 1826. .......... 00008. 475, 884 85 
3, 868,379 52 

















The expenditures commencing in 1776, and extending in the above statement to 1780, inclusively, were in the paper medium then current. The sums 
extended for those years, after depreciation commenced, are reduced to specie by the table of depreciation fixed by Congress. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 13, 1827. 
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No. 2.—Statement of expenses of surveying public lands, and salaries of surveyors and clerks. 




































































































































































: Sy | z fs 
S 2 S a °° 
< z oe E 
ES zi EZ 3 
Surveyor’s name. Year. aes Sm | Surveyor’s name. Year. z x = 
ss | ge | $3 2 & 
Rufus Putnam, surveyor northwest of | 1797 $5, 964 26 i Seeee Isaac Briggs, surveyor south of Tennes- | 1806 |........ee0- | $2,000 00 
Ohio river, including Michigan Terri- | 1798 6,034 40 | phen adesess | see—Continued. BOOt linsescnsooes 3,000 00 
tory. 1799 | 12,486 95 |.........00 | 
1800 11,415 40 | cocccecee eee eovcccee 53, 792 34 
1801 16,661 52 [eahinnenanee | 
_ veep [si cetalie | Seth Pease, surveyor south of Tennessee} 1807 | $1,733 34 12,874 77 
1803 | 2,000 00 | 9,339 24 | 1808 | 2,961 50} 22,791 0 
ata es 1809 | 2,496 07| 15,489 42 
| 1810 2,250 00 20,184 31 
56,808 35 | 26,899 76 | 1813 92119} 1,175 09 
| TE20 Josssie eeccee 533 40 
Jared Mansfield, surveyor northwest of | 1803 800 00 1,252 50 
Ohio river, including Michigan Terri- | 1804 2,691 48 | 15,536 19 | 10, 362 10 73,048 58 
tory. 1805 | 2,905 82| 25,483 53 || 
mend 3,950 00 | 37,094 28 | Thomas Freeman, surveyor south of | 1810 [...ceeeseees 3,450 00 
1807 | 2950 00 | 36,867 35 | Tennessee. Isll | 2,940.21 | 51,703 00 
1808 2,677 84 | 13,&27 60 H 1812 3,409 71 8,000 00 
1809 | 2,280 98 | 3,900 09 | 1813 | 4,337 50 | 15,000 00 
1810 2,976 72 | 17,645 17 | 1814 1,767 94} 11,642 14 
1811 | 3,009 59 | 11,487 83 | $015 |asess seseeee| 20,000 00 
1812 3,414 42 6,905 51 | 10,000 00 
1813 194 02 | 41 88 | 1816 |eeeees seeeee i 25,000 00 
| 1817 | 11,112 50} 35,000 00 
wicsocsiaalh \anticsanaal, 1818 | 3,337 80| 40,000 00 
1819 3,671 66 29,000 00 
Josiah Meigs, surveyor northwest of Ohio | 1813 1,883 51 2,130 82 || 1820 1,750 00 22,500 00 
river, including Michigan Territory. 1814 3,050 00 | 11,417 79 | 1821 6,112 32 43,000 00 
1815 54 34 |e salenel 1922 | sh | Reena és 
4,987 65 | 13,548 61 38,651 60 | 314,295 14 
\ * Deduct repayMent...ececeesiseescces|seceeccccecs 2,305 35 
Edward Tiffin, surveyor northwest of | 1815 3,183 16 | 13,140 91 | n 
Ohio river, including Michigan Terri- | 1816 | 3,975 00 | 22,636 75. | seveeeseees) SII,989 79 
tory. 1817 | 4,000 00 | 12,626 40 || 
1818 | 5,225 00 5,221 32 | Levin Wales, surveyor south of 'Ten- | 1822 925 00 18,000 00 
1819 | 3,075 00 | 48,271 88 nessee. 1823 2,775 us 5,000 00 
1820 | 4,100 00 | 40,000 00 1824 925 00 4,000 00 
1821 | 4,100 00 | 35,000 00 | 1825 2,230 55} 18,556 63 
1822 | 4,100 00 | 20,000 00 | 
1893 | 4,100 00 | 15,000 00 6,855 55 | 45,556 63 
1824 | 4,100 00 | 10,000 00 | 
1825 | 4,100 00 | 14,197 50 | George Davis, surveyor south of Ten- | 1824 1,649 78 53,266 00 
| messee. 1825 2,949 75 2,442 00 
| 44,058 16 | 236,094 71 
ates ~ | | 4,599 53| 55,708 00 
Aaron Greely, surveyor of Michigan Ter- | 1812 |....... occee| 5,565 93 | | 
ritory. | || John Coffee, surveyor of Alabama......| 1817 aoe seeeee| 30,000 00 
William Rector, surveyor of Illinois, | 1814 375 00 |.... aeakiee 1818 bia eeeeees| 40,000 00 
Missouri, and Arkansas. 1815 |..cseeseee| 625 00 |] 1819 | 875 00 | 37,000 00 
1816 seccccess| 53,969 54 || 1820 5,250 00 | 40,500 00 
1817 |....000.0000| 99,717 43 |] 1821 2,625 00} 39,000 00 
BRIS divcssas sn.) OAH | 1822 DSB07 51 | csassccisenicc 
1819 3,000 00 | 109,650 00 | 1823 4,375 00 | 28,000 00 
1820 4,000 00 | 40,520 53 | 1824 2,625 00 3,000 00 
1821 4,000 00 | 50,000 00 |) 1825 3,500 00 8, 864 00 
1822 | 3,999 99 | 62,818 00 | 
1823 3,966 66 | 84,136 00 || 21,057 51 | 226,364 00 
1824 | 2,972 52 psseenee sine 
Robert Butler, surveyor of Florida......} 1824 |.ssceceeeces 7,000 00 
ws ictal Vetoes acre auiee eee 710 50 |occcccvcceee 
| 1925 | 3,803 42| 40,789 93 
William Clark, surveyor cf Illinois, Mis- | 1824 |........+6.. 30,000 00 || 
souri, and Arkansas. 1825 2,869 26 | 30,000 00 | 4,513 92 47, 787 93 
8,889 35 | 60,000 00 Silas Brent, surveyor of Louisiana......| 1807 512 30 |occcccccccce 
| 1808 EE casnsnnsnes 
William McRee, surveyor of Illinois, | 1825 1,527 48 20,500 00 1809 eS 
Missouri, and Arkansas. —_— ! 1810 a 
Isaac Briggs, surveyor south of Tennes- | 1803 |....... = 2,800 00 || 1811 BOO DOI ssisnweicsecise 
see. BPS: Biiscisscenss 105 00 | 1812 errr ere 
TODS A cup awosen 1,895 00 || 1813 G25 WON cceeusveces 
a eee 15, 808 59 |) 
1806 |......s00044] 28,183 75 | SL errr 
|| 
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RECAPITULATION. 
= ce | & oe es 5 
se | £ | 32 z 
25 5 | Es z 
Surveyor’s name. Year. a bo | S Surveyor’s name. Year. az = S wb 
25 | $8” | 53 by 
Ss | & gs s 
5 2 2 z 
i) S | fy “=< * 
DQ | ~ Ne ge wn m 
FIRST DISTRICT. | SECOND DISTRICT—Continued 
Surveyors northwest of Ohio Surveyors south of Tennessee. 
é : ' See ; | 
river, including Michigan | Isane Briggs ...+++++e+eeseee0] From 1797 t0 1807.)..000.eseeee $53,792 34 
Tervitory- | Seth Pease .........0++++++++| From 1807 to 1820.| $10,362 10 | 73,048 58 
Rufus Putnam ....-++.++e.e02+| From 1807 to 1804.| $56,808 35 | $26,899 76 | Thomas Freeman............ From 1810 to 1822.} 38,651 60 | 31!,989 79 
Jared Mansfield..........++++| From 1803to 1813.} 26,859 87 | 169.981 93 || Levin Wailes................| From 1822 to 1825. 6,855 55 45,556 53 
Josiah Meigs .... eeeeeeeeeeee| From 1813to 1815. 4,987 65 | 13,548 61 |) George Davis .......0.- cooeee| 1824 and 1825....] 4,599 53 55,708 00 
Edward Tiffin .....+.+++++++.| From 1815 to 1825.} 44,058 16 | 236,094 71 || 
Aaron Greely...cccccccccccce| IBID. cccccccccccelecccces see 5,565 93 || 60,468 78 | 540,095 34 
| Surveyor of Alabama. | | ——= 
29 97 | anc 
192,714 03 | 452,090 94 |! John Coffee. ....+sse++ee+e+4] From 1817 to 1825.| 21,057 51 | 226,964 00 
| , Principal deputy surveyor of | 
SECOND DISTRICT. | Dictilenia | 
| ‘ | 
Surveyors of Hlinois, Missouri, Silas Brent ....0000-+. cesses From 1807 to 1813.) 3,387 30 |.... eee 
and Arkansas. | 
| Surveyor of Florida, 
William Rector..........+...| From1814to 1824 } 25,314 17 | 565,678 46 | | 
| , > 2 25 513.92] 47,7872 
Wier Cink, ecteg........| Pam ieniwmes.| 9,000 a8 | 00,cengg | SOO Suter:...-...-..+-...) Rotana ...., 45192) 17,707 
William McRee.... ..ecceee| L825 .cececeseccee| 1,527 48 20,500 00 | Total expenses of surveys of 
|| publie lands to December 
29,710 91 | 646,178 46 || BL, LBA .cccccccccccccccee |eeees o cecccccces .., 251,852 45 |1,912,515 97 
| i | | 











JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 14, 1827 
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Year. 


1787 
1792 
1792 
1792 





1796 


PURCHASE OF LANDS FROM INDIAN 





, ETC. 








No. 4. 


Statement exhibiting special sales of public lands prior to the organization of the land offices. 








Sales of public lands. 





Quantity. | 


Purchase money. 





New York. .ceccccccecccccccees 
To the State of Pennsylvania... 
John Cleves Symmes ......... 





Ohio Company ........ oo coccee 


Pittsburg .... 


| 
Acres. | 





Deposits for- 
feited. 


Total proceeds. Remarks. 











72,974 $87,325 59 $29, 782 65 $117,108 24 
202, 187 | 151,640 25 |...ccce0e ee ccceee 151,640 25 | Paid in certificates of public debt. 
272, 540 | 189,693 060 |...... eww ue seien 189,693 00 | Paid in army land warrants. 
£92, 900 | 642,856 66 |...ccccccccccces 642,856 66 | Paid in certificates of public debt and 
| army Jand warrants. 
43, 446 | 99,901 59 525 94 100, 427 53 | 
| 
1,484, 047 | 1,171,417 09 30,308 59 1,201, 725 68 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 14, 1827. 





No. 5. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Statement exhibiting the net amount of public lands sold in the several States and Territories, after deducting 


Forfeited, from the year L787 to December 31, 1825. 


lands reverted and relinquished; also the amount of purchase money thereof, including interest and moneys 





Total in Ohio..... 


States and Territories. 


Net amount of sales, after deducting 
lands reverted and relinquished. 


Remarks. 








Soe erer errr serosa eses seeees 


Indiana ...... ecccces aaaeee Soccen cece 
TllinOis ......eee- eoccccccccce cecccces 
MASEOUTL cc cccccccicdecwovseseadioeasion 
NISSISSIPPl -<.i5.c0cescccsececcees cccee 
AIADAMG 000c0cse crescesecccccccseces 


DIGUISIANE % v5 4 ccie cc wisieniaeie's ee eesie 
MINCHUDAN 5 10006 cisco ce sie cate ccs 
ATKANSAS 5.00.00 cccsescccece Caeaeessen 


Florida ...cceccseee ageeee Peisieerwleleseies 











Acres. 
72,974.00 $117,108 24 
43,446.61 100, 427 53 
892, 900.00 642,856 66 
272, 540.00 189,693 00 
7,496, 854.74 15,185,038 32 
8,778, 715.35 16, 235, 123 75 
3, 068, 868.42 5,611,197 22 
1, 222, 442.25 1, 729, 145 58 
980, 372.41 1,971,217 84 
1, 155, 562.28 2, 220, 132 81 
3, 496, 369.68 11,763,351 88 
150, 375.67 265, 907 22 
291, 839.28 416,096 07 
39,177.61 49,115 90 
55,689.08 90,591 92 
19, 239, 412.03 40, 351,880 19 





Sales at New York in 1787. 
Sales at Pittsburg in 1796. 


| Sales to the Ohio Company. 


Sales to J. C. Symmes and associates. 
Sales at the land offices in the Statee 


Including lands sold at Cincinnati, situate in Indiana. 


| Including lands sold at Vincennes, situate in IIlinois.* 


Including lands sold at St. Stephen’s, situate in Mississippi.* 











* In consequence of the balances due on these lands being a charge on the respective offices at which they were sold. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 14, 1827, 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





910 


PUBLIC LANDS. 











[No. 579, 








Statement exhibiting the amount paid by purchasers 


land o 


No. 6. 





States and Territories. 


Dhid cacececscces 


Indiana ...... 


Peewee eeseeeeese 





EON cos. csekeaeh arc’ 


BUISG0UTE osc cceces secccs 


Louisiana. 


eee teee sees seeeess 


Mississippi ..... 


PND ccccpbsesbecceesb bens 


Michigan...ccees ese eccccccces 


Arkansas .ccee cece 


PMEGGR ccs seensbebeentesnsdons 








| 
seus eebbabec| SRIRCIURS cineek habe. 60560855 


Land offices, 


Zanesville. ...cccecces 
Steubenville. .... ccceccccccce 
Chilicothe ovscccces cree covees 
Cincinnati...... 


BV OOSIEl . 0065 000500000400 200 





Piqua cccceccccacccce coccces 


Delaware cecccecccce coce 


ne 


a 
Paid to purchasers. 


$320,494 73 
1,659,327 94 
3,099, 964 9% 
2, 130, 943 
5,113,478 OL 
1,685,984 71 

41,147 16 


206 


Due by individuals. 


S28, 88] 58 
119,013 17 
81,568 26 
96.208 52 
301.751 09 
117,961 09 


© eeeeeeeess 


| Purchase money, in- 
cluding interest and 


| forfeitures. 


1,778, 341 
3, 881, 533 
2,297, 1! ol 7 
5, 415,229 
1,803, 945 

41,147 


| 
| 
| $349,376 : 
| 
| 
| 
| 


on account of public lands, the balances due by individuals, 
and the amount of purchase money, including interest paid and money forfeited, Jrom the opening of the 
ices in 1800 to December 31, 1825. 


Remarks. 








Jeffersonville 2.00 ccecescccces 


WIMCENNCS, oosccncnsceccceses 
Fort Wayne. ssccesensessavcs 
Crawfordsville. cecees cece 


Indianapolis......ccce.ceeeees 





388, 313 87 isekineasiehee hewsinieies 388, 313 87 
| 
14, 439,654 61 745, 383 71 | 15, 185,038 32 





1,803, 419 
1,817,995 
16, 108 
417,674 
852, 436 


noo & 4} 
own wo 


309,939 82 
393,622 11 


2,113,359 


16, 108 
417,674 
852, 436 


2,211,617 : 


=] mtr Qn 
ro & 


4 


e 





4,907,635 29 


703,561 93 


5,611,197 2: 


wy 
iw 





Shawneetown « csceccosecccess 
Kaskaskia..... cece 
Edwardsville ...++. 


veces cee 
ereccccees 
Springfield.....eceeeees 
Vandalia.cececccscecee seers 


Palestine coos coccece 


495,315 92 
296,043 99 
394,242 79 
110,279 37 
17, 123 89 
59,657 28 


202,265 07 
39 
as 32 88 


697,580 
377, 428 | 


| 467, 075 
110,279 





59,657 


17,123 8 


67 
37 


28 





1,372,663 24 


356, 482 34 


1,729, 145 


Ao 
v 


fae 





Bt. TOUS oc.00000ss00s 00050000 


Franklin 220. ocsccccccccccece 
Cape Girardeau.....ecececess 
Palmyra.ercoeccccccccccecs eee 


LeXINEtON . cccccccccesececces 


560, 497 
905,518 88 
69,598 
23, 566 
25,210 


293, 082 41 
93,744 02 


| 853,579 
| 
| 
| 


999, 262 
69. 598 
23, 566 
25,210 


65 
90 
17 
13 
99 





1,584, 391 


1,971,217 





Opelousas cecccecsecsscecees 


Dew APAERN Biss: ccticcesenes 
COUSCINIA cnoces asses scce 


03 
58 
68 


56,195 
157,731 
4, 760 


103,414 § 
157,731 5 


4,760 





218, 687 29 


265, 907 





Washington ...cccee cocccees 
Choctaw district.... 


eeeceseee 


AUZUStAssecececcerecescccees 


1,481,590 71 
197,154 03 
14,631 46 


526,756 61 








1,693,376 20 


526,756 61 








2, 008, 347 
197, 154 


14,631 4 





2, 220, 132 





UNIS VAC. sccccececccccs veces 
St. Stephen’s ..0. ccccccececs 

CANBUS .c550sa0esesbeesaseees 
A MOCRIIOEN bicess aesneres esas 


Sparta. oeecccccccesecces veces 


2,884,947 47 
1,091,890 28 
2,068,883 33 
512,477 30 
53,233" 86 


2,298,213 66 
707, 7 752 04 
2,145,963 94 


5, 183, 161 
1,799, 642 
4,214, 847 

512,477 


53,223 


13 
32 
27 
30 
86 





6,611,422 24 


5,151,929 64 


7 
| 
| 


11,763, 351 


88 





SDC Senses s0bsssuernecaess 
Monroe. 


335, 168 


43,257 50 


37,670 44 


Seeees sree cesses vere 


372, 838 


43,257 5 


-~ 


vl 





378, 425 


37,670 44 


416, 096 


0 


~ 





Batesville 
BIEL S BUOUK oss ossen odciaecss oe 


40,154 12 
8,961 


eee ee eres sees eesene 


40,154 
8, 961 


12 





49,115 90 


Cece eere sees eerense 


49,115 


90 





Tallahassee 





90,591 92 








90,591 





92 








To December 31, 1824, 


. 





To May 27, 1824, 


To December 31, 1824, 

















1827.] PURCHASE OF 


LANDS FROM INDIANS, ETC. 





911 





RECAPITULATION. 





Land offices. 


———_————————— 


Ohio ..cececere poh aube eed eeunnaneeee ind ba beeeeneenhcteswasenees eeveeees audéns 
[Tndiana....sesevesescees SE ATO E EP ICBO Ree PRR CERO TTC CRT ere hr Dunes 
TllinOis....eeeeeee PILETTIRITI TT TTTi errr rree errr errrrrie re ce Conia 
MisSOUPi. ...ecccrccceccovees 010000 C0ce cece cece csee sees veces eccecces cece ese wameuae 
Louisiana...ccceeees cor ecccveccceccceccsccese VaeleR Sl eiorasiele visible ese ne Matnemaeeeuas 


Mississippi. ..seccccccccccceccscccceccecceccsesesess cess enee sees sees seeeee.ceees 


Alabama... escecee CEO CHOC OCS 00:5: 0050.00.00 0000 00904050 000.0 bebe neee ceniecseces 
Michigan .....seesecesccsecs eee ceeececees coccccec coves seevecee eoecceee ececescees 
Arkansas ..ccccccccscccce Coec cree cceccccesccce Cee Cree cecssccesesetccccsoccececes 
RAGTIGN saison 'enins vinle clevinie's/orsineiedleselsibioiceeisines Boaisielecsieeseeieloceies sietereieeie eee 

PORRN sas ceive oan waisieieisan'e sweets Si aeibinisiaelwisiaieiuislewiewewiiaicn ae earew cies 





Paid by purchasers. 


Due by individuals. 





$14, 439,654 61 


4,907,635 29 
1,372,663 24 
1,584,391 41 
218,687 29 
1,693, 376 20 
6,611,422 24 
378,425 63 
49,115 90 
90,591 92 


31,345, 963 73 


| Purchase money, in- 
| > 


cluding interest and 
forfeitures. 














$15,185,038 32 
5,611,197 22 
1,729,145 58 
1,971,217 84 

265,907 22 
2,220, 132 81 
11,763,351 88 

416,096 07 

49,115 90 
90,591 92 


39, 301,794 76 








Nore.—The proceeds of the sales of certain lands in Ohio, retroceded to the United States by the United Brethren, and the proceeds of the sales of 


certain lands in Mississippi appropriated to support Choctaw schools, are not included in the above table. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 14, 1827. 





No. 7. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Statement exhibiting the amount of forfeitures which accrued annually in the several land offices in the respective 








Years. 

WOO iia sip sis sae ncsiseis sae wesn ares wees wes ssiesseeieeare 
WON, Sin b tina's asses noiotinsiecinanis aes ceiseisaie Seales 
DOU sien saisienrseuWissmmvisgesiisicnes scien anies 
1803. ..c000cccee Wbssswbey eds ewessecasieenenesuie 
NGUW. cicicpitieeiss o0:¥ vsicale peels Cienise.ie cinsleiesiselewsieie;s 
POUD.sssesess, sieves ccse peeDececcceessercece oes 
TS0G. cevnsees PPITTTITETII RTI TELL eT eT iiTeT TT i 
DBOTecwiinswcsemesscsees sainis Ww le-ocbipieisied siaioisiaelelsiars 
TOUS. civiesies suwaniwises Wiens eie pasaessuune scores 
AGUS wesinss cee bisieisleniesicieisanivieewmiceae sigesiswwser 
ICID cone seas Sibi sisinibesiaied ies wisie's ATE. siesie 
SOI wus ceses Pineieiwieie aore ieee opie se ia Gieisie eres Secaee 
NUD alnisiginicvetsiewwiain ieselneitie.oisis ore pisleie eieiae wise ore cieeis 
BIS cs scores iris es gree alSinip in dies o10:0eieiale é)ujaiaa\eieieselarswiewssere 
TSH as sicedisuciws. cece sstnswiosec cers acess atin 
RGLD Stes eeeweesins : ° 

ESE co caews Cecccecccvccccccccccccs eercccscccses 
cs rage ops salnisioisieisisicistace Gia tiatea oe oe seiniseesalecsiears 
BOIB ccwiesiesesccews saws sBeaale eal swle sides selsnvienia 
ELD G wig eaislseisisies eis tase eaerniselc's Releieacieeen ae 
ULSSIzeD i ayarerr cies ninin ale vie 0100-0 (0 sorasaie S16 Siei0 (0 eisai elas aris 
REED GVaea veceeew eee siseeu er Hoe Cees Cevreeeeseee 
RUM cciseiseelsincinesw.eue sieemieiets wine ole. bieib's eidiates elses 
7823, eocecccccccce eccccee eoccccccce 
TG24. v0.08 sesccccess eee awe seme 


States from the year 1800 to December 31, 1825. 




















TReasuRY DEPARTMENT, Register’s Office, February 14, 1827, 








| { 

Ohio. Indiana. Iilinois. | Missouri. lice Alabama. | Michigan. Total. 
|, OTe See SEEN AACN ere Pe, eae eee RR ee oe petri $140 00 
CON iis ccudalaswanaeinadic bchadie Fee! Renae Oe Teer ee ier seseee| 1,100 00 
DUG DAN oncin saints cms bosses erase secwaeares Natoveane 397 24 
| eee es javauiehooes SL scttsdities silatialanlanaiinaabia SOS en 245 00 
een CCE ORR: Te eiuistins bteaabaaal Rae 1,487 69 
1 OMOOIG sales ceauinsaalvomssearenesloows sitsaseelaaee saith Vesieieseeke heseues Jebsss 1,040 91 
SOIT | icricciencaes| uses icicinaistel estamos cesieine| we weceacaisalaesssacelaWualwecaoaseseaa 3,672 87 
3,552 08 PAI OMG sci ccrssceruasies basalecoraiereceisieis farce emes avanlsseeueeeneacts aieislararalaiecets 3,987 12 
4,372 09 NES NO excise eect |seiste adae esrlalaadinamloadcaclewaone ncaa) scaaiecisieegas 4,485 28 
13,986 32 SIGB swacietuawenel sce sreeeciccee $25 22] 14,529 40 
39,009 88 | ae Gishidwicbemma’. SR TRAD oisriccxs 39,356 36 
69,769 17 | BIG 5S) | Ssveeweanic Rixecemncoscet oumOant ' GSR AG cocsesmusen 70,696 21 
23,023 12 WSIOOL  ssicsssaecmslSeceeascosec| “SASS! QBS eecene rere 25,475 39 
59,220 06 | 8,044 53 |......ee eee feswamecniniens 12,070 12 | 48.00 |sssveseeeees 79, 382 71 
5,851 05| 3,351 89] $158 51 |....ee0ee wack  LORGP}  QPPSeAecccss vase 10,378 64 
6,632 44| 487755 , 560 80 |........02..| 32,500 77 | esi 44,915 73 
12,958 48 5,849 43 C7 | Ree ee 0 eee 29,716 42 
15,869 27 | 6,148 03/ 1,371 eceswewcas| “Og GAGiGS: | “SLGORNER |S t.. cccie anes 37, 962 02 
4,849 07 | 2,870 20} 4,095 $487 28 275 84 | 33,886 76 
1,140 78} 1,479 09) 2,995 5 11,942 29 393 72 | 45,832 76 
345 25 413 00 982 670 08 | 66 06 | 11,011 41 
694 03 | 212 83 205 09 |...3. cecusse} S6QRER SIOM ous. sceds 2,821 46 
9906! 198 76 160. ee ee 
£ TB | .ossnscsenes 1 1980) WD OD | cscs ccecesl. seeceececes 304 68 
27,739 41} 289 03) 7,421 121 69 ..| 43,570 50 

| | 

297,220 05 | 36,597 82 | 18,265 05 | 13,241 74) 76,362 59 6 760 84 | 508,666 33 





JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 


Genera Lanp Orrice, February 14, 1827. 


Sir: In compliance, in part, with a resolution of the Senate, dated May 16, 1826, I have the honor to 
submit the statement marked A, which exhibits the quantity of land purchased by the United States, the 
quantity of public lands surveyed previous to January 1, 1826, and the estimated quantity of the public 
lands remaining unsold January 1, 1826. 

The quantities of the lands purchased have been ascertained, as far as practicable, from actual 


surveys, and, in default of such, by geometrical calculations made from the best maps. 


The quantities of 


the lands surveyed have been taken from the surveys which have been returned to this office, and do not 
include large quantities of land, particularly in the States of Mississippi and Louisiana, which are known 
to have been surveyed previous to January 1, 1826; but the returns for which have not yet been for- 
warded to this office. This item also includes the amount of lands surveyed for Indian reservations 
surrounded by the public lands, but the amount of such reservations have not been included in the column 
of purchased lands. The tabular statements accompanying this report, numbered from No. 1 to No. 10, 
. will exhibit the data on which the column showing the amount of land remaining unsold in each State and 


Territory is formed. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


GEO. GRAHAM. 





| 
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A, 


Statement exhibiting the quantity of public land purchased by the United States in each State and Territory, 
the quantity actually surveyed, surveys of which have been received at the General Land Office, and the esti- 
mated quantity remaining unsold on January 1, 1826. 

















Quantity of public land 


remaining unsold Jan- 
uary 1,1826. 


Acres. 

6,191, 927.53 
12, 131, 461.90 
24, 161,662.93 
16, 600, 554.26 
35, 522, 350.69 
31,441, 309.31 
25, 392, 602.67 
11,643, 275.05 
20,268, 863.58 
30, 237, 952.17 





State or Territory ot— Quantity of public land | Quantity of public land 
purehased by the U. surveyed to January 
States. 1, 1836. 
Acres. Acres. 
PRMD wens maby ase senesn sbsecbacssencesen peebstes asain pbabeeeeheeGeanwesns 24, 383, 745.80 17,820,852 80 
ERMINE Line beshhapesesAseeco esse ebenecteaees Sheed Re obeshebnaean cusses 16, 060, 036.70 16, 546, 538.70 
Tilinois .... 2... bh saeb on esebhee seeeen usien eeecsecceccovccesees saeeabGeenes 29, 517, 262.62 27,530, 748.31 
PEOPUWNT 5556 escsesese bib eshGhebe eases ovis Pe ey Pee | 17,561, 470.00 6, 248, 348.51 
BISEEOUM iss SLerare-eseahebsbebpyebensenenseseacesbuskeneess ssemueemees 39, 119,018.89 22, 387,577.65 
ES ee RR Eee ne a ee aD wis 33,661, 120.00 11, 353,619.03 | 
[OMRMMR can ocosceseniwaenes [shekssueeesbenskeoeeeear peeeeaseeoeab ee aus 31, 463, 040.00 2, 768, 663.68 
PEEL cbs oksdesecsankeeoseansescnde She as SRSA OOSN Ween Eesenoweeese en 14, 188, 454.00 8, 733, 928.78 
PIER coc Gbbhoakeesacenee Maiabe pees ebeeshas STP Tre Is ae 24,482,159 83 22, 602, 754.83 
PAOIIER cose eeese Peoespaere sch ecabee pearson bpbesheebeneeseeoenee pi eeenns 31, 254, 120.00 2, 995, 192.09 
EEC RT RES ee Lee ee a eT 261,695, 427.84 138, 988,224.38 | 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, February 14, 1827. 





213,591, 060.09 








No. 1—-OHIO. 


GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Table showing the quantity of land in the State of Ohio, and the manner of its appropriation. 


ne ee et ONE OU ND ii os dis bcos been ekreeeemeerescenaesasssowdes 


Of which the following items are appropriated: 


ee ee 


United States revolutionary military— 
In Zanesville district.......... 


Im Ohalicoting Gietrict . wk cok ccc cc cececes dames aimia oie Wis dade 





Connecticut reservation, including free lands................005-- 


Two townships granted for Athens College...............c cee ee eens 
One township for an academy, act of March 3, 1803, in lieu of the one granted 

to J. C. Symmes for same purpose, act of May 5, 1792.............. 
Donation tract to Ohio Company, act of April 21, 1792.................. 


Saline reservations in the State....... 
Grant to Arnold H. Dohrman...... 


oeeeee 


Grant to French inhabitants of Galliopolis................. 
Grant of three sections to Ebenezer Zane............ 
Grant to State, for road from Connecticut reserve to Perrysburg......... 
Grant of Schoenbrun, Gnadenhutten, and Salem, to the United Brethren... 


Acres. 


eooereeeees 


One-thirty-sixth part of purchased land in the State is reserved by law for 


eS FRO OTTCE PEROT ONSET 


LOE EE TNE COTE RETO TORT T TOT Tee ee eer ee 
Sold to John Cleves Symmes, including the township for an academy..... 
Net quantity of public land sold at New York..... reer rer Te re 
Net quantity of public land sold at Pittsburg.................. 
Net quantity of public land sold at the land offices in the State to January 

1, 1826, which includes land sold at Cincinnati, lying in Indiana..... 


Quantity of public land remaining unsold.......... 


corre ere ee eee eee ee eee eeesre eee eeeeeee 


oseerereer eee eves 


eee 
Leseeeee 640,490.69 
821,176.07 

—_— 1,461,666.76 

we... 8,267,910.00 

46,080.00 

23,040.00 

100,000.00 

OTR | 

vesees 20,480.00 

vescucesees 25,200.00 

er eer 1,920.00 

49,177.00 

12,000.00 

seeceeee 8, 740,687.76 

LPO ELD 677,465.16 

892,900.00 

272,540.00 

shied 72,974.00 

enon. 43,446.61 

7,496,854.74 


Acres. 


24,388,745.80 


18,196,818.27 





6,191,927.53 























PURCHASE OF LANDS FROM INDIANS, ETC. 








No. 2.—INDIANA. 





Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the State of Indiana, and the manner of its appropriation. 


Amount of purchased land in the State. .........sccccscccscscccccccesccesscesscecs 
Of which the following items are appropriated: 

I I ai 566 BK 55a EEN HA se cad eb ee eee ncees 277,274.25 
Tomnbiond to CAMOMINE VOIGRUCETS. ..... oo ccc cc ke ccs ceessececeseccecs 64,640.00 
Two townships granted to the State for a seminary of learning, act of April 

ON ECC ee TTL Te TTT OTE T ET CT Tee CORT ETE eT TT 46,080.00 
Granted, not exceeding one township, for saline purposes, act of April 19, 

ee. ee ee ee ee ee eee ee eee eee 23,040.00 
Four sections granted for seat of government...........ceceeeeeeeees 2,560.00 








413,594.25 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for commen 


FE ree aE eee eT ee ee ee ee 446,112.13 
Net quantity of public land sold at the land offices in the State, to January 

1, 1826, which includes lands sold at Vincennes, lying in Illinois..... 3,068,868.42 
a rerrrr rrr rer rer errr err eer rT ereee rere es 


No. 3.—ILLINOIS. 


Acres. 


16,060,036.70 


3,928,574.80 





12,131,461.90 








Table showing the quantity of purchased land in the State of Illinois, and the manner of its appropriation. 











Amount of purchased land in the State, to January 1, 1826............0. cece cee eeee 
Of which the following items are appropriated: 

Fe FUEL TEP E TTC TERETE TT ORT ETE TRE 179,904.23 

Saline reservations in Shawneetown district, including the Great Wabash 
eT aT ee er eee eT eee PM ANG Akt eS 181,256.33 
Saline reservations on the Vermilion river .... ........eee cece cee eeeees 24,872.92 
Re a SN I 58 65 oes i ied SxS G LES ESNe se Taree ee dcdvawen 2,878,560.00 
Four sections granted to State for seat of government.............0ee0es 2,560.00 
One township for seminary of learning, selected..............0. eee eee 23,040.00 
One township for seminary of learning, part selected...............00005 23,040.00 
3,313,233.48 

One thirty-sixth part of the purchased land is reserved by law for common 
PG as Wane hy hrs edie ke KS AWE ESWE ONCE ORES Oe NE RERE ORS 819,923.96 

Net quantity of public land sold at the land offices in the State, to January 
a eeepc ns UE Sc annua bod aeEscaae sabe ORM 1,222, 442.25 
Qaentity of public tamd remaining ansold,.....6......cccceccccacecesssseccenscecenss 


No. 4.—MICHIGAN. 


Acres. 


29,517,262.62 


5,355,599.69 





24,161,662.93 








Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the Territory of Michigan, and the manner of its appropriation. 








Ree Of pares Ta Th Te TPHOTY v.55 ones aie cae cc ensecaccesecccenees 
Of which the following items are appropriated: 
ORC EET C LETTE ET CLERC COREE E ETE 148,217.85 
le eer 10,000.00 
One township granted for seminary of learning in Detroit district, act of 
eee ere ee ee eee TT Te TT ee 23,040.00 
181,257.85 
One thirty-sixth part of the purchased land is reserved by law for common 
RI ee ne ee ela ot eee he thank ands 487,818.61 
Net quantity of public land sold in the Territory, to January 1, 1826...... 291,839.28 
Quaiitity of public land remaining unsold........ (bien Ake ehten tara sevebbanebes 


VoL. Iv ——115 ¢ 


Acres. 


17,561,470.00 


960,915.74 





16,600,554.26 

















PUBLIC LANDS. 








No. 5.—MISSOURI. 


Table showing the quantity of purchased land in the State of Missouri, and the manner of its appropriation. 











Acres. 
Amount of purchased land, it being the total within the State limits.................. 39,119,018.89 
Of which the following items are appropriated: 
CE PET eT TT eT eT ETT ET ETT eT eee T ee eee Tee Te 966,086.52 
Two townships granted for a seminary of learning, acts of February 17, 
Re ee ee ee ee 46,080.00 
re OR hii ness kd pede ew abe baa eedanwnes 468,960.00 
Saline reservations allowed by act of March 6, 1820..................0.4. 46,080.00 
Donations to State for seat of government, act of March 6, 1820 .......... 2,449.86 
1,529,656.38 
One thirty-sixth part of the purchased land is reserved by law for common 
eee Ree Ee CSS ks SAVER ORR REARS Ob ORES 1,086,639.41 
Net quantity of public land sold in the State, to January 1, 1826......... 980,372.41 
—————  3,596,668.20 
Quantity of public land remaining unsold, which quantity includes all the 
wncomGrmed private Claims im the State. .... 2.206066 5 cece c ae ssaseeccdssdevewas 35,522,350.69 








No. 6—ARKANSAS. 


Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the Territory of Arkansas, and the manner of its appropriation. 











Acres, 
en ee ere SREY ED TS PRETO on oe dw dacs ids nescc vesasvascive se nswannes 33,661,120.00 
Of which the following items are appropriated: 
ee ere ee eee eee Tee ore eer eer er ere 59,681.97 
Appropriated for satisfying military warrants of the late war ............ 1,162,880.00 
One township granted for seminary of learning, to be located on the waters 
of the Arkansas river, act of February 17, 1818 ..............e0000. 23,040.00 
1,245,601.97 
One thirty-sixth part of the purchased land is reserved by law for common 
li ek eh rea Se lees ek aa da k'p/o bk kWEKE EN NKR MRD 935,031.11 
Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826..................06. 39,177.51 
—-— 2,219,810.69 
Quantity of public land remaining unsold, which quantity includes all the 
unconfirmed private claims in the Territory... .........60.sc00ccecscesececsveces 31,441,309.31 








No. 7.—LOUISIANA. 


Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the State of Louisiana, and the manner of its appropriation. 


Acres. 


Amount of purchased land includes the total of the land in the State, estimated........ 31,463,040 .00 


Of which the following items are appropriated: 


Two townships granted for seminary of learning, act March 3, 1811....... 46,080.00 
The private claims in this State are numerous, the surveys of which are so 

limited, and returns so few, it is impossible to give a correct statement 

of the number of acres the claimants are entitled to, including grants 

and donations from the French, Spanish, English, and American gov- 

ornmeonts, they may be estimated af. .........00s000s00reeseseeess 5,000,000. 00 





5,046,080. 00 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 873,981.66 


Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826.................0065 150,375.67 
6,070,437. 33 








entity OF public lnnd remaining WROTE «go... o.56is icici cicecsovccvessscescese cesses 25,392,602 .67 








No. 8.—MISSISSIPPI. 


Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the State of Mississippi, and the manner of its appropriation. 


Acres. 
Amount of purchased land in the State lying north of 31° of latitude........... .. 660 12,474,854 .00 
Land lying south of 31° of latitude, estimated by Tanner’s Atlas............ce00 secon 1,713,600.00 





| ee en 14,188,454 .00 
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—_——__———_ 











PN I 5h 6 55d. Saher rebaR ends «eK aces canes . 14,188,454.00 
Of which the following items are appropriated, lying north of 31° of latitude: 
Amount of private claims, surveys of which have not been received at the 
rr rT eer ee Tee ee Te TT eT Tere 564,451.88 
Amount of private claims, surveys of which are on file in the General Land . 
8 PET PTET CECT Ee TTT Toe TT eT Le Teme eee ee 17,432.12 
Two townships granted for seminary of learning, (see act February 20, 1819,) 46,080.00 
Fifty-four sections appropriated for support of Indian schools by treaty of 
ge ee ee rer here Tee Tee Teer ee eee 34,560.00 
Two sections granted for seat of government to State, act February 20, 1819 1,280.00 
Four sections granted to Indians by treaty, January 20, 1825............ 2,560.00 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 394,123.72 
1,060,487. 72 
Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826................04-- 1,484,691 .23 
2,545,178. 95 
PT TTT C TET COTE TUTTE CETTE OTOL ee 11,643,275 .05 








Nore.—Quantity of land sold includes those lands lying in Mississippi which were sold at the St. 
Stephen’s land office, Alabama, and all the private claims in the State lying south of 31° of latitude. 


No. 9.—ALABAMA. 


Table showing the quantity of land purchased in the State of Alabama, and the manner of its appropriation. 


Acres. 


ee Ae Re Be Oe BN I oo ok oe sd en ain Oa daha ea es eedcene ceases aenses 24,482,159.83 


Of which the following items are appropriated: 


Amount of surveyed private claims... . oo 6c osc ccc ceascccscncsecsces 57,909.35 
Amount of private claims selected from surveys. ............0-02 eee eee 13,230.23 


Four townships to French emigrants, for the cultivation of the vine and olive 90,995 .95 
Two townships granted to State for seminary of learning, act March 3,1819 46,080.00 
One township granted to Connecticut for the education of deaf and dumb. . 23,040.00 


Indian reservations, of 12 miles square, within the surveyed district...... 92,160.00 
Amount of Indian selections from the public surveys............+-000005 17,920.00 
One town lot granted to State, act March 2, 1819.................0000-- 1,620.00 
One township granted for use of salines, same act........-. eee ee eee eee 23,040.00 





365,995 .53 
One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law forcommon schools 680,059.99 








Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826, in the State........ 3,167,240. 73 
4,213,296.25 
eamiity of pee tad Temeinitig WAGON... 2... 2. nec cca cece ves wssceecccesees 20,268,863 .58 








Nore.—The quantity of public land sold at St. Stephen’s, lying in Mississippi, is deducted from the 
amount of sales, and added to the Mississippi item of sold land. ; 

All private claims lying south of 31° of latitude are included in the quantity of public land remaining 
unsold. 


No. 10.—FLORIDA. 


Table showing the quantity of land in the Territory of Florida, and the manner of its appropriation. 


Acres. 
Amount of purchased land, being an estimate of allin the Territcry, except the 
Indian possession, surveyed by order of the War Department, of 4,032,940 
ae ee a ak «oa 8S ORS EERWNSG SEN WAGE WENO Od FO0e 840 eo 31,254,120.00 


Of which the following items are appropriated: 
Selected for Deaf and Dumb Asylum of the State of Kentucky.............. 23,040.00 
Township one north, of range one east, selected by General Lafayette, and 
EE re nr arog ieee ee ee ee 23,028.50 
Granted for seat of government, town of Tallahassee................20.0-- 160.25 
Two townships granted for seminary of learning, act March 3, 1823......... 46,080.00 





92,308.75 

One thirty-sixth part of purchased land is reserved by law for common schools 868,170.00 

Net quantity of public land sold to January 1, 1826.........0.....00000 00s 55,689.08 
————_1,016,167.83 





Quantity of public land remaining unsold, which includes all grants and private 
claims under the British and Spanish governments............ceee cee eeeeeeees 30,237,952.17 
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Statement exhibiting the estimated quantity of unceded land and reservations of land in the possession of the 
Indians in each State and Territory wherein the public lands are situated, January 1, 1826. 


BD Lk nce paaeweeons-s vere 409,501.60 Indian reservations. 
, 5,500,000.00 * mesial 

ee er eth ievei | 899,632.00 Indian reservations. 

EOE ey rer rer Te eer 6,424,640.00 


83,92 ; ; 
Michigan, on the peninsula.... | arene Indian reservations. 


Missouri, none. 

4,316,400.00 Cherokee lands. 

3,317,760.00 Choctaw lands. This item was included by mistake in 
the table of unsold lands. 


| AUC ho) ey a ee 


Lou:siana, none. 














Ee eee rere .  14,188,454.00 
9 u 2 . » 4 
a eee ere ers cere ; Indian reservations. 
i Vet cnne a ewan sie 4,032,640.00 
BK hob Gwe Rs Raa 55,947,453.60 
19rH Coneress. | No. 580. [2p Session. 








LAND CLAIM IN INDIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 21, 1827. 


Mr. Moors, of Alabama, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the petition 
and documents of the heirs of Jeremiah Buckley, deceased, reported: 

That George Musser, Sarah Musser, John Smith, and Margaret Smith, James G. Ennis, and Catharine 
Ennis, the petitioners, represent: That about June 11, 1796, Jeremiah Buckley, of the State of Pennsylvania, 
purchased of one T. Dubois, then of the territory northwest of the river Ohio, a tract of land containing 
one hundred acres, situate on the Wabash river, about three miles above the town of Vincennes, for the 
consideration of one hundred and forty dollars, and shortly thereafter returned to Pennsylvania and deceased, 
leaving the said Sarah, Margaret, and Catharine, and one son, namely, Thomas Buckley, his infant heirs, 
of tender years; that afterwards the said Sarah intermarried with George Musser, Margaret with John 
Smith, and Catharine with James G. Ennis, all living now, and citizens of the county of Warren, and State 
of Kentucky; that the said Thomas Buckley has sold and transferred his interest in the same to the said 
John Smith. That the said Dubois, subsequent to the sale and contract as above to the said Buckley, viz: 
about June 11, 1803, conveyed one hundred arpents of the said land, equal to eighty-five acres, to the United 
States for the purpose of erecting a garrison, &c., and made a deed of conveyance accordingly, from which 
it also appears that the said Dubois recognized the conveyance made to the said Buckley, and provided 
therein for indemnity from the United States, in case the heirs of the said Buckley should ever call on him 
or his heirs for the land. The petitioners affirm that Dubois sold to the said Buckley one hundred acres, 
and not one hundred arpents, as represented by the deed to the United States. They now ask a retroces- 
sion of the land, and compensation for the destruction of timber, &c., during the time it was occupied by 
the troops of the United States. 

The material facts, as set forth, relative to the contract by Dubois to Buckley, and the deed subsce- 
quently made by Dubois to the United States, are satisfactorily proved by documentary evidence. It is 
also proven by the affidavit of three persons, certified by a magistrate to be respectable citizens of Knox 
county, Indiana, that the United States kept possession of the said land from 1803 to about 1813; that 
during this time the timber was destroyed, or made use of for building the garrison, &c., and that its value 
might be estimated at something like four hundred dollars. 

The committee are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners, as relates to the retrocession of thie 
land, is reasonable and just, and report a bill for that purpose; but, as respects the amount demanded for 
the timber and use of the land, they consider this extravagant, but propose to give a reasonable compen- 
sation, which is also provided for in the bill herewith reported. 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned, the legal heirs and representatives of Jeremiah Buckley, deceased, formerly of 
Pennsylvania, respectfully represent: That the said Jeremiah, their ancestor, on or about June 11, 1796, 
purchased of one Touissaint Dubois, of Vincennes, in Indiana, one hundred acres of land, in Knox county, 
about three miles above the town of Vincennes, on the Wabash river, the metes and bounds whereof are 
described in the said Dubois’ agreement with Buckley, herewith filed, and marked A; that the said one 
hundred acres so purchased of the said Dubois was valuable and heavily timbered; that their father, the 
Said Jeremiah Buckley, shortly after his said purchase, departed this life, leaving your petitioners infants 
of tender years; that since they have arrived at age and investigated the said purchase, they find that said 
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Dubois, by deed bearing date September 11, 1803, conveyed the said one hundred acres, or rather one 
hundred arpents, of the same to the United States, which deed is duly recorded in the county of Knox 
aforesaid. Your petitioners would also state that, by reference to said deed, a copy of which is herewith 
exhibited, marked B, the said Dubois recognizes the sale so made to your petitioners’ ancestor, and provides 
therein for an indemnity from the United States in case the heirs of said Buckley should ever call on him 
or his heirs for the land. Your petitioners do not admit that said Dubois sold to their ancestor one hundred 
arpents only, as he has represented in said deed of conveyance, but they insist upon the sale and purchase 
of one hundred acres. 

Your petitioners do not admit that their ancestor owed the said Dubois any balance for said land, nor 
for money paid as security, which said Dubois has claimed and received of the United States; the receipt 
of said Dubois for the full amount of the purchase money of said land is herewith filed, marked C. 

Your petitioners would further state that at the time the United States took possession of said land 
under the purchase from Dubois the timber thereon was very valuable, and that the United States officers, 
soldiers, and agents, as they are informed, have cut down, taken off, and destroyed the whole of the timber 
on the same, or nearly so; that they are informed that the timber so taken off and used by the United 
States was reasonably worth $800. Your petitioners are informed that the United States occupied part 
of the same for a garrison and fort, &c., but that it is not any longer needed by the government for such 
purposes. Your petitioners, the premises considered, pray that the title to said land may be conveyed to 
and invested in them; and that they may be compensated for the timber so taken, used, and destroyed by 
the officers, soldiers, and agents of the government, with interest thereon from September, 1803, until paid, 
and such reasonable sum for the occupancy thereof as may be deemed reasonable and just. 

They represent that said Jeremiah Buckley died, leaving Sarah Musser, late Sarah Buckley, Margaret 
Smith, late Margaret Buckley, Catharine Ennis, late Catharine Buckley, and Thomas Buckley, his only 
children, his heirs and representatives; that the said Sarah intermarried with George Musser, the said 
Margaret with John Smith, and the said Catharine with James G. Ennis, all living, and citizens of the 
county of Warren and State of Kentucky; that the said Thomas has sold and transferred his interest in 
the same to said John Smith, as per his writing herewith filed, marked D, and is about removing to the 
State of Missouri. 

And your petitioners, in duty, &c., will, &c. 

GEORGE MUSSER. 
SARAH MUSSER. 
JOHN SMITH. 
MARGARET SMITH. 
JAMES G. ENNIS. 
CATHARINE ENNIS. 


Srate oF Kentucky, Warren County, ss: 

This day John Hess and Margaret Hess, of said county, personally appeared before the subscriber, a 
justice of the peace in and for said county, and made oath that they were well acquainted with Jeremiah 
Buckley, formerly of Pennsylvania, and then of Virginia, and who departed this lite about the year 1800, 
and that he has been acquainted with Sarah Musser, Margaret Smith, Catharine Ennis, and Thomas Buckley, 
from their infancy until the present time, and that they were the children and heirs of said Jeremiah 
Buckley, deceased, so represented and believed and held by every one always, and yet are; which said 
Sarah Musser, Margaret Smith, Catharine Ennis, and Thomas Buckley are the same named in the foregoing 
petition; and that the said George Musser is the husband of Sarah, John Smith the husband of Margaret, 
and James G. Ennis the husband of Catharine, as set out in the same. 

Given under my hand this lst day of October, 1825. 

JOHN A. WHITE, Justice of the Peace for Warren County. 





B. 
Deed.—Touissaint Dubois and wife to the United States. 


This indenture, made the seventh day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and three, between’ Touissaint Duvois, of Vincennes, in the county of Knox, in the Indiana Territory, 
of the one part, and the United States of America, of the other part: Whereas, by certain articles of 
agreement bearing date the 11th day of June, 1796, and made between the said Touissaint Dubois, of the 
one part, and one Jeremiah Buckley, of Cumberland county, in the State of Pennsylvania, of the other 
part, the said Touissaint Dubois, for the consideration of one hundred and forty dollars, did grant, bargain, 
and sell unto the said Jeremiah Buckley all his, the said Touissaint Dubois’, claim and interest of, in, 
and to one hundred acres of land lying and being in said county of Knox, which said tract of one hundred 
acres of land was part of three lots, amounting in the whole to five hundred and sixty acres, binding on 
the Wabash river, and adjoining the lot of Conifou on its northeast side, purchased by him, said Dubois, 
from Pierre Latulip, Pierre Gamelin, sen., and Pierre Gamelin, jr.; bounds of the aforementioned one 
hundred acres of land, as follows: beginning on the bank of the said river, in the line of the entire tract 
and midway thereof, and to extend from thence with the same up the river to its northeast corner on the 
river, and thence, out from the river with another line of the entire tract, a sufficient distance to include 
the hundred acres, making the corners at right angles; and reciting therein that the said Dubois was not 
then in possession of a patent title from the government in and to the said land, and of course could not 
at that time legally convey to the said Buckley the tract sold to him; under these circumstances the said 
Touissaint Dubois promised and engaged for himself and his heirs that he would thereafter, as soon as 
might be in his power so to do, after he had received a patent for said land, make and convey a full and 
suflicient title in fee simple to the said Jeremiah Buckley in and to the aforesaid land then sold to him, 
under the penalty of forfeiting to the said Buckley, his heirs, executors, or administrators, the sum of two 
hundred and eighty dollars, as in and by the said articles of agreement, reference being thereunto had, 
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will more fully and at large appear; and whereas the quantity of land by the said Touissaint Dubois, 
then sold to the said Jeremiah Buckley, was one hundred arpents only, although the same is, through 
mistake, mentioned in the said agreement to have been one hundred acres; and whereas there now remains 
due from the said Buckley to the said Touissaint Dubois, as well for the residue of the said one hundred 
and forty dollars in the said agreement mentioned as for money he was security for to Thomas Jones, for 
the proper debt of the said Jeremiah Buckley, the sum of eighty-seven and a half dollars, which, with 
interest for the same from the year 1796 to this day, amounts to the sum of one hundred and twenty-six 
dollars; and whereas the said Touissaint Dubois has long since obtained a patent of confirmation for the 
said tract of land, and was always ready and willing to convey to said Buckley the land by him sold to 
said Buckley; and whereas no accounts or information have been received or heard from said Buckley 
from the said year seventeen hundred and ninety-six to this time, although every possible inquiry hag 
been made after him and his family; and it is therefore believed that he is dead without heirs; and 
whereas the United States have, through the application of William Henry Harrison, esq., governor of the 
Indiana Territory, and Cornelius Lyman, esq., captain in the first regiment of infantry, and commanding at 
Fort Knox, applied to the said Touissaint Dubois, by the direction of the Secretary of War, to convey to 
the said United States, for the purpose of building and establishing a garrison thereon, the said one 
hundred arpents of land so by him agreed to be sold to the said Jeremiah Buckley, which he, the said 
Touissaint Dubois, has consented to do on their paying him the said sum of one hundred and twenty-six 
dollars so, as aforesaid, due by the said Jeremiah Buckley to him, and on condition of the said United States 
satisfying and compensating, or otherwise agreeing with the said Jeremiah Buckley, or his heirs or assigns, 
for his or their estate, right, title, or interest of and in the said tract of one hundred arpents of land, by 
virtue of the said above-recited agreement: 

Now, this indenture witnesseth that the said Touissaint Dubois, for and in consideration of the said 
sum of one hundred and twenty-six dollars to him in hand paid’ by the said United States, at or before the 
sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, 
and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said United States, all and singular 
the said tract or parcel of one hundred arpents of land, situate in the said county of Knox, and which is 
particularly bounded and described as follows, to wit: beginning at a small sassafras on the bank of the 
river, near to two white oaks; thence south thirty-eight and one-half degrees east, along a line of Antoine 
Marashal’s one hundred and fifty-four perches, to a post near two elms and a hickory; thence along another 
of said Marashal’s lines, north fifty-one and one-half degrees east, eighty and two-tenths perches, to a sugar 
tree on William McIntosh’s line; thence with said line, north thirty-eight and one-half degrees west, to a 
sugar and sycamore trees at high-water mark, one hundred and eighty-six perches; thence down the 
Wabash river to the place of beginning; containing one hundred arpents, together with all rights, 
members, and appurtenances whatsoever to the same tract or parcel of land belonging or in anywise 
appertaining, and all his estate, right, title, and interest of, in, and to the same; to have and to hold the 
said tract of one hundred arpents of land, and every part thereof, with the appurtenances, to and to the 
use of the said United States forever. And the said Touissaint Dubois and his heirs the said tract of land, 
with the appurtenances, to the said United States forever, against himself, the said Touissaint Dubois, and 
his heirs, and against all and every other person or persons whomsoever claiming or to claim by, through, 
from, or, under him or them, other than and except the said Jeremiah Buckley, his heirs or assigns, by 
virtue or in pursuance of the said recited agreement, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these 
presents. 

Provided always, nevertheless, And it is hereby concluded and agreed upon by and between the said 
parties to these presents, and it is their true intent and meaning, and true intent and meaning hereof, that 
if the United States do not and shall not satisfy and compensate or otherwise agree with the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, his heirs or assigns, for his or their estate, claim, or interest in and to the said tract of one 
hundred arpents of land, to the clear indemnity and discharge of the said Touissaint Dubois, his heirs or 
assigns; or if the said United States do not, and shall not, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
well and sufficiently save, keep harmless, and indemnify the said Touissaint Dubois, his heirs, executors, 
and administrators, of and from all costs and charges, damages, sum and sums of money and expenses 
which he shall or may bear, pay, or put unto, for, or by reason, or on account of, this executing of these 
presents, or by reason or on account of the said agreement and sale so by him made to the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, then these presents, and every clause, article, matter, and thing herein contained, shall from 
thenceforth cease, determine, and become absolutely void to all intents and purposes whatsoever, anything 
hereinbefore contained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. 

In witness whereof, the said parties have to these presents set their hands and seals. 

DUBOIS. [u. s. ] 
JANE DUBOIS. [x s. ] 


Sealed and delivered in the presence of— 
H. Knox. 
Rozert Bairp. 


Inptana Territory, Knox County, sct: 

This day came before me Touissaint Dubois and Jane Dubois, his wife, she, the said Jane, being first 
examined touching her right of dower, and voluntarily relinquishing her right of dower to the lands herein 
mentioned; each did, severally, acknowledge the annexed deed to be their act and deed. Given under my 


hand November 7, 1803. 
THO. 8. DAVIS. 


tecorded in my office in Vincennes, Knox county, the 6th of January, anno Domini one thousan 
Recorded y offi V , Knox county, the 6th day of January, anno D e thousand 


eight hundred and four, on book D, pages 50, 51, and 52. 
JOHN GIBSON, Jr., Recorder, Knox County. 


I certify that the foregoing is truly copied from the record of deeds in this department. 
C. VANDEVENTER, Chief Clerk. 
DepaRTMENT OF War, December 2, 1823. 
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Srare or Inpiana, Knox County: VINCENNES, October 28, 1825. 


Whereas Messrs. John Smith and George Musser, of Kentucky, have applied to us, the undersigned, 
to state the value of the timber which was on a certain tract of land sold by Touissaint Dubois to the 
United States in the year 1803, which said land was sold to one Jeremiah Buckley in the year 1796 by 
the said Touissaint Dubois: This land 1s situate on the river Wabash, about three miles up said river 
from Vincennes, and contains, agreeably to said Dubois’ conveyance to the United States, one hundred 
arpents French measure, or about eighty-five acres English measure; but said Dubois appears to have 
suld to said Buckley one hundred acres English measure, and on which said land the United States by 
their officers and soldiers, erected a garrison and named it Fort Knox: 

Now, we, the undersigned, being well acquainted with the situation of said land, and of the timber 
thereon in the said year of 1803, are of opinion that the said land might be called a goodly timbered 
tract; that is to say, not of the first quality of timbered land, but perhaps the second; and after mature 
deliberation we are of opinion that the timber on said land was worth, at the time it was taken possession 
of by the United States in the year 1803, the sum of four hundred dollars. We know that there is now 
no timber of any value on said land. We know that the said timber was taken off of said land by the 
United States officers and soldiers for the purpose of building the fort, for firewood, and rails for fencing 
land for the use of said officers and soldiers in raising corn, vegetables, &c.; that the said fort was 
occupied and held in possession of the United States from the year 1803 until removed to Vincennes, which 
was in 1812 or 1813. 


In testimony whereof, we have hereto set our hand and seals. 
HOMER JOHNSON.  [2."s. ] 
AQUILA RAMSEY. [u. 8. | 
SAM’L CARRUTHERS. [x s. ] 
Signed and sealed in presence of— 
D. C. Jounson. 


Srate or Indiana, Knox County, ss: 


Personally appeared before me, Frederick Graeter, a justice of the peace of said county, the within 
named Homer Johnson, Aquila Ramsey, and Samuel Carruthers, and made oath that the foregoing and 
within statement and valuation is correct and just, to the best of their belief, knowledge, and understanding. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal this 28th day of October, A. D. 1825; and I do 
certify that the said Homer Johnson, Aquila Ramsey, and Samuel Carruthers, are all respectable citizens 


of Knox county. 
[L. s. | F. GRAETER, J. P. 


Srate or Inprana, Knox County, ss: 

I, Homer Johnson, clerk of the circuit court in and for said county, do certify that Frederick Graeter, 
before whom the above oath was taken, is, and was at the time of taking the same, a justice of the peace 
in and for said county, duly commissioned and qualified, and that full faith and credence is and ought to 
be given to all his official acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of office, at Vincennes, this 


28th day cf October, A. D. 1825. 
[u. s. ] HO. JOHNSON, Clerk. 


Srate or Inprana, Knox County: Vincennes, October 28, 1825. 


Whereas Messrs. John Smith and George Musser have applied to me to make a statement of the 
situation of a certain tract of land, and timber thereon, in 1803, which was sold to one Jeremiah Buckley 
in ‘the year 1796 by one Touissaint Dubois, and again by said Dubois conveyed to the United States in 
the month of September, 1803, said land being situate on the river Wabash, about three miles up said 
river from Vincennes, and contains, agreeably to said Dubois’ conveyance to the United States, one 
hundred arpents, or about eighty-five acres English measure: 

Now, I, Robert Buntin, jr., formerly a lieutenant in the army of the United States, and now a citizen 
of Vincennes, do hereby state that I am not able to say anything as to the timber in 1803. In the year 
1812 I commanded at the said place, called Fort Knox, and know that all the timber of any value, or 
much value, was then cut off of the land; that in 1813, the fort being moved to Vincennes, all the buildings 
and timber then at the fort was rafted down the river to Vincennes, and used in building another fort; 
and, further, I always understood that the timber taken off of said land was made use of for building said 
Fort Knox, for firewood for the fort, and for rails to fence ground to raise corn, vegetables, &c., for the 
use of the officers and soldiers; that he has understood and believes the United States took possession of 
said land in said year of 1803, and that it was finally evacuated and removed in the year 1813 to 
Vincennes. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal the day and date above written. 
e. &) R. BUNTIN, Jr. 


Signed and sealed in presence of— 
Ho. Jounson. 


Srate or Inprana, Knox County, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, Frederick Graeter, a justice of the peace in and for said county, this 
28th day of October, 1825, Robert Buntin, jr., formerly a lieutenant in the army of the United States, and 
now a respectable and credible citizen and witness, and made oath that the foregoing statement is cor- 
rect and true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, at Vincennes, the day and date before 


written. 
[u. &) F. GRAETER, J. P. 
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Srate or Inprana, Knox County, ss: 


I, Homer Johnson, clerk of the circuit court in and for said county, do hereby certify that Frederick’ 
Graeter, esq., before whom the above oath was taken, is, and was at the time of taking the same, a justice 
of the peace in and for said county, duly commissioned and qualified; and that due faith and credence ig 
and ought to be, given to all his official acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of office, at Vincennes, this 


28th day of October, A. D. 1825. 
[u. s.] HO. JOHNSON, Clerk. 





A. 


Articles of agreement entered into, made, and concluded,*the eleventh day of June, anno Domini one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, between Touissaint Dubois, of the town of Vincennes, and 
county of Knox, in the territory northwest of the Ohio river, of the one part, and Jeremiah Buckley, 
of Cumberland county, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, of the other part, witnesseth: 


That the said Touissaint Dubois, for and in consideration of the sum of one hundred and forty dollars 
to him in hand paid this day by the said Jeremiah Buckley, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, 
hath bar&ained and sold, and by these presents doth bargain, set over, and sell, unto the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, his heirs and assigns forever, all his, the said Touissaint Dubois’ title, claim, and interest, of, 
in, and to, one hundred acres of land lying and being in the county of Knox aforesaid, which said tract 
of one hundred acres of land is part of three lots, amounting in the whole to five hundred and sixty acres, 
binding on the Wabash river, and adjoining the lot of Cunnifou on its northeastern side, purchased by 
him, the said Dubois, from Pierre Letalip, Pierre Gamelin, senior, and Pierre Gamelin, junior; bounds of 
the before-mentioned one hundred acres of land now intended to be conveyed by the said Touissaint Dubois 
to the said Jeremiah Buckley to be as follows, that is to say: beginning on the bank of the said river, in 
the-line of the entire tract, and midway thereof, and to extend from thence with the same up the river to 
its northeast corner on the river, and thence out from the river, with another line of the entire tract, a 
sufficient distance to include the hundred acres, making the corners at right angles. And whereas the 
said Touissaint Dubois is not now in possession of a patent title from government in and to any of the 
above-mentioned land, and of course cannot at this time legally convey to the said Buckley the tract now 
sold to him; under these circumstances the said Touissaint Dubois promises and engages, for himself and 
his heirs, that he will hereafter, so soon as it may be in his power so to do, after he shall have received a 
patent for said land, make and convey a full and sufficient title, in fee simple, to the said Jeremiah Buck- 
ley in and to the aforesaid land now sold to him, under the penalty of forfeiting to the said Buckley, his 
heirs, executors, or administrators, the sum of two hundred and eighty dollars; but, in case it should so 
happen that the said Dubois cannot obtain a legal title at all to the before-mentioned premises, using proper 
endeavors to that end, it is to be understood that he shall be no further accountable to the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, his heirs, executors, or administrators, than to return and refund to him, or his heirs, &c., the 
sum of one hundred and forty dollars above, said to be paid by the said Buckley to him at this time. 

The said Jeremiah Buckley, for his part, promises and engages to and with the said Touissaint Dubois, 
that whereas there appears to be a body of stone useful for building adjacent to the river, and which may 
be altogether included within the hundred acres now purchased by him; that in case said stone should 
be so included within his lot now purchased as aforesaid, that the said Dubois cannot on the residue of 
the tract discover stone as fit for building as that on the lot now sold, within two feet of the surface, that, 
in that case, it is agreed by the said Jeremiah Buckley that the said Touissaint Dubois and his heirs shall 
and may forever enjoy the privilege of quarrying stone for his or their own use on the said lot now sold 
to him, the said Buckley; and, further, the said Buckley grants the privilege of getting building stone from 
his lot aforesaid to Francis Vigo, for his own necessary use, at any time and at all times during his life 
or residence in the neighborhood; but this privilege to be allowed him, the said Vigo, only in case, as 
was before mentioned with respect to said Dubois, that stone may not be had as aforesaid on the residue 
of the entire tract. Lastly, the said Touissaint Dubois further promises and engages to sell to the said 

Buckley forty acres more of land, adjoining the south end of the hundred acres now sold to him, in the 
ensuing fall, at a proportionate price with that now sold; that is, in proportion of one hundred and forty 
dollars for one hundred acres, should the said Buckley wish to purchase, making prompt payment for the 
same, and provided that the said Dubois shall not have sold such land, now engaged, to some other person 
in the meantime. 

In witness of all which agreements, the before-mentioned parties have interchangeably set their hands 
and affixed their seals the day and date above written. 

DUBOIS. 


JERRY BUCKLEY. 


N. B.—In addition to the before-mentioned agreements on the part and behalf of the said Jeremiah 
Buckley, he agrees that the said Francis Vigo, in case stone for building cannot be had adjacent to the 
river on the residue of the above tract, that he shall have liberty of taking stone from his lot on the river 
bank. 

N. B.—The words “ within two feet of the surface” interlined between tenth and eleventh lines from 
the foot of the page on the other side, and the words “he agrees,” in the above N. B., were interlined 
before signing. 

Teste: JOHN CORDELL. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 
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C. 


Received the 11th day of June, 1796, of Jeremiah Buckley, the sum of one hundred and forty dollars, 
in full payment for one hundred acres of land this day sold by me to him, and particularly described in 
articles of agreement this day interchangeably signed by myself and the said Buckley, as by reference to 
which will more fully appear. I say received by me. 


DUBOIS. 
Teste: JAMES JOHNSON. 
JoHN CoRDELL. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR A CESSION, ON EQUITABLE TERMS, OF ALL THE MINERAL 
LANDS IN THAT STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 1827, 


Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Illinois, That our senators in Congress 
be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions in procuring the passage of 
a law by Congress to surrender to this State, on equitable terms, all the mineral country now owned by 
the United States and lying within the territorial limits of this State. 

J. McLEAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WILLIAM KINNEY, 
Speaker of the Senaf®. 


Srate oF ILirnots, ss: Srcretary’s Orrice, Vandalia. 


I, George Forquer, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a correct copy of the enrolled resolution on file in this office. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my hand and affixed the seal of the State this 24th 
day of January, A. D. 1827, and of the independence of the United States the fifty-first. 
GEORGE FORQUER. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR FURTHER RELIEF TO PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 26, 1827. 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS of the general assembly relative to the purchases] of public lands. 


Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions to procure the passage of a law to extend 
the time of payment on all lands now forfeited or liable to forfeiture, and to authorize each and every 
purchaser whose lands are either forfeited or are liable to forfeiture to redeem the same on making prompt 
payment therefor, at a price the amount of which (including forfeited payments) shall not exceed the 
minimum price of Congress lands. 

Resolved, © urther, That our senators and representatives aforesaid be requested to procure, if possible, 
the passage of a law giving to every purchaser and occupant of Congress lands who has made one or 
more payments, and whose lands have been forfeited or are liable to forfeiture, a privilege, in the nature 
of a right of pre-emption for years, to repurchase the same, or other lands of equal value, at a sum 
which, added to his former payments, shall make the amount per. acre not to exceed the minimum price of 
Congress lands; and that, in the interim, and before government has disposed of the same, every purchaser 
who has improved his lands without completing the payments shall have the privilege of occupying the 
same and enjoying the proceeds thereof. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit the foregoing resolutions to each 
of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

H. H. MOORE, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, 
President of the Senate. 
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ON CHARGES BY A DEPUTY SURVEYOR AGAINST THE OFFICIAL CONDUCT OF THE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 27, 1827. 


Mr. Wurrrte, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred sundry charges against George 
Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, by John Wilson, late a deputy surveyor in the 
southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, repor ted: 


That said charges have been under the consideration of the committee; that the accuser and the 
accused have been before them; and that all the witnesses produced, and other evidence submitted by the 
respective parties, have been carefully and, so far as the committee can judge, impartially examined, and 
the import of the testimony duly considered. The committee deem it their duty to submit, in as brief a 
manner as possible, a few comments upon the evidence produced in support of each of the charges exhibited 
against the Commissioner of the General Land Office by Mr. Wilson. 

The first charge is one of general and indefinite import, to which it was impracticable for the accused 
to answer; for which reason the committee conceived it improper to go into its investigation. This will 
be seen by reference to the charge. 

The second charge made by said Wilson against Mr. Graham is for “criminal delinquency in neglecting 
to comply with instructions of the honorable William H. Crawford,” directing said Graham to prosecute, 
on civil and criminal suits, Gabriel Winter, of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi, who is alleged to have 
sworn falsely for the purpose of defrauding the United States. Under this charge it appears that the 
competent authority, viz: the Secretary of the Treasury, who has a general superintendence of the land 
office, is responsible (if any one has been guilty of a dereliction of duty) for whatever relates to this 
transaction; but the committee, according to the evidence submitted, see no cause to attach blame to any 
department of the government, as will satisfactorily appear by the documents herewith submitted. 

The third accusation is for permitting one or more letters to be opened and read in his office by a 
person to whom he (the said Graham) knew they were not addressed. In support of this charge no 
evideace whatever has been adduced. 

The fourth charge is, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office was criminally delinquent in 
not directing an inquiry into the conduct of the register of the land office in New Orleans. The delin- 
quency here charged would attach to the Secretary of the Treasury, if to any officer of the government; 
but it appears, by the testimony submitted, that no information was submitted to either Mr. Graham or 
the Secretary of the Treasury which would have warranted either of them in the belief that the register 
of the land office at New Orleans ought to be proceeded against. 

The fifth charge is for advertising lands for sale by public proclamation, published in one or more of 
the public papers, on August 5, 1826, on the Bayou Grosse Téte, in the State of Louisiana, in the absence 
of the President of the United States. This part of the fifth charge was abandoned by Mr. Wilson as 
indefensible, and was not, therefore, inquired into by the committee, as there was not a shadow of evidence 
upon which to ground suspicion. That part of the charge which accuses Mr. Graham of proclaiming 
lands for sale on : Bayou Grosse Téte that he knew were confirmed as pre-emption rights, or sold at public 
sale, is wholly unsupported by evidence; but even admitting the fact, that the proclamation of sale did 
embrace some private claims, yet the committee are perfectly s atisfie d, from evidence, that the utmost 
caution was used by Mr. Graham to guard against its occurrence. Mr. Graham, i in a letter to Mr. Harper, 
register of the land office in the district where those lands are situated, under date of September 19, 1823, 
suggests to Mr. Harper the possibility that private claims might interfere with lands offered for sale, and 
directs him to inquire into the fact. The lands proclaimed for sale in August, 1826, were contained in an 
official list from the same register, as containing lands that had not been offered for sale under a former 
proclamation. It should be observed that the power of bringing the public lands into market is a discre- 
tionary one, and vested in the President; that no lands east of the Mississippi and island of New Orleans, 
from a variety of causes not necessary to enumerate, have been prepared for sale. 

The sixth charge against the Commissioner of the General Land Office is, that he is incompetent to 
the performance of the duties of his office, in that he has made returns to Congress of unsold lands, the 
calculations of which produce results so erroneous, and of such data, as to preclude the possibility of 
their being acted upon. The committee do not deem it their province to decide upon the competency of 
officers of the government who are appointed by and hold their offices at the pleasure of the Executive 
of the United States; but they deem it no more than an act of justice to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to say that the records of his office, so far as they have “:llen under the examination of the 
committee, exhibit much accuracy; and that all the returns made to Congress from those records have been 
made with great eare and fidelity; that he has, since his appointment to office, introduced a new method 
of ascertaining the quantities of land contained in the plats returned to his office; and that the returns 
made to either branch of the national legislature from his office have been as accurate as it was practi- 
cable to make them. 

The seventh charge accuses Mr. Graham of withholding private papers, and refusing copies of public 
papers necessary in the adjustment of legal claims on the ‘government. Mr. Wilson has failed to make 
out any case that the committee think reprehensible. Mr. Wilson, who it appears was the person making 
the application, withheld from Mr. Graham, in part, the power to comply with his request, by withholding 
certain papers that had been loaned him from the office, and which formed a part of the papers of which 
he desired copies. The committee will state, in justification of Mr. Graham in this particular, that Mr. 
Wilson, in March and May, 1826, had obt ined from the land office the loan of certain original documents 
for the avowed purpose of taking copies of them, which he wished for, and was to return. Mr, W ilson, 

though frequently called on, returned, from time to time, but a part of those papers, and has only now, on 
the order of the committee, delivered to them the residue. When Mr. Wilson called for copies of papers 
in the office relating to the same subject, of which the papers he had in his possession formed a part, Mr. 
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Graham declined giving him the copies until he should return the originals, then in his possession, which 
he (Wilson) refused to do. 

No testimony has been adduced to support the eighth accusation; the allegation that authenticated 
charges had been exhibited against Davis, and that Mr. Graham had neglected to take measures for his 
removal, is also wholly unsupported. Upon this allegation the committee would remark that.the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office is not the proper officer before whom to exhibit charges against Davis 
for misconduct in office, nor has he the power of removal, and, consequently, cannot be responsible for his 
continuance in office, if there were any cause of remov, alwhich the committee regarded as foreign to their 
inquiry. It may, however, be proper to remark that it appears from testimony before the committee that 
certain charges were exhibited to the Secretary of the Treasury against Davis, by Wilson, which have 
never been decided upon; the papers withheld, as before mentioned, by Wilson being a part of the testi- 
mony in the case, and consequently no decision could be made upon those charges. 

The ninth charge is for permitting George Davis to continue a suit brought against the complainant, 
and precluding, by his official acts, the complainant from prosecuting suits against Davis, &c. 

The history of this charge is shortly as follows: Wilson held the office of principal deputy surveyor 
for the southeastern district of Louisiana under Davis, who is the surveyor of the lands south of Ten- 
nessee. Davis dismissed Wilson from office, who refused to give up the books and records of his office, 
on the pretext that his accounts were not settled and paid. Davis instituted suit against Wilson, and . 
obtained possession of the papers so withheld, by legal process. It appears the suit was dismissed after 
the object of it was obtained, and there is no evidence of any impropriety of conduce whatever, on the part 
of Mr. Graham, respecting the prosecution of it. Wilson, in his turn, brought suit against Davis for some 
proceeding in the above-named suit; and to support the charge that Mr. Graham, by his official acts, had 
precluded him from prosecuting his suit against Davis, he testifies that he was unable to proceed in the 
prosecution in consequence of the refusal of Mr. Graham to settle his accounts. Upon this testimony it 
is only necessary to remark that it proves Mr. Graham had no legal authority to settle Wilson’s accounts, 
the proper officer to make the settlement being the surveyor south of Tennessee; nor does it bring into 
question any official act of Graham. 

The tenth charge made by Mr. Wilson against the Commissioner of the General Land Office is for 
wilful misrepresentations made in an official report to Congress, in which said commissioner is charged 
with assigning false causes why the lands in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, had not 
been surveyed and brought into markei, | en the said commissioner knew that said lands were surveyed 
and ready for market. The evidence before the committee most clearly proves that such had been the 
negligence in the surveying department in this portion of the Union that no patents could be safely 
issued even for private land claims, and that such was the erroneous nature of the plats of survey returned 
to the General Land Office that they were not deemed safe documents upon which to act, and that they 
have been returned to the surveyor for correction. Under these circumstances, the committee think the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office was not only correct in the assignment of the causes why these 
lands were not brought into market, but that he was actuated by wise and laudable motives, and consulted 
the best interests of the United States in not bringing them into market. 

The eleventh charge is, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office asserted that the continu- 
ance in office of the surveyor of the lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessee was the 
fault of the President of the United States, &c. 

The evidence under this charge is, that the Commissioner of the General Land Office remarked, when 
representations were made to him respecting the surveyor of lands south of Tennessee, that so long as 
the President of the United States saw fit to continue said surveyor in office he was bound to respect him 
as such. Nor does it yet appear that the said surveyor ought to be removed. 

The twelfth and the last charge is for having stated wilful and deliberate falsehoods in relation to 
the settlement of the accounts of deputy surveyors. 

The committee have examined the party himself to this charge, also Colonel Dinsmore, and the decu- 
mentary proof, and are perfectly and fully satisfied that no part or portion of the charge is sustained. 





The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred, for investigation and report, charges against 
George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, instituted by John Wilson, late principal 
deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, proceeded to the investigation of the subject. 


Monpay, February 19, 1827. 


The committee met. Present: Mr. Scott, chairman, Mr. Jennings, Mr. Vinton, Mr. Gurley, Mr. 
Whipple, Mr. Strong, and Mr. Wailes. 
Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


Tuespay, February 20. 


The committee met pursuant to adjournment. All the members present. 
John Wilson, the complainant, sworn and examined. 
Adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepnespay, February 21. 


The committee met. Present: all the members. 

Ordered, by the committee, That Mr. Wilson produce to the committee the following papers by 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning: 

Letter from G. Davis to Commissioner of General Land Office, dated February 17, 1825; same to 
same, dated February 22, 1825; same to same, (not dated;) same to same, dated March 18, 1825; same 
to same, dated January 21, 1825; G. Graham to Hon. R. Rush, dated March 15, 1826; G. Davis to Com- 
missioner, dated January 3 and 5, 1820. 

Ordered, That Mr. Graham produce the correspondence between himself and G. Davis since December 
22, 1824. ” 
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The following witnesses were sworn and examined: 
John W ilson, the complainant, further examined; Hon. John Wilson, member of Congress; Mr. Haile, 
Silas Dinsmore, George Wood, John M. Moore, and Samuel D. King. 

The complainant, John Wilson, stated he had no other witnesses to examine. 

The committee adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow. 





Tuurspay February 22. 


The committee met. Present: all the members. 

John Wilson, the complainant, examined by the committee. 

Mr. Wilson produced, in pursuance of the order of yesterday, all the papers required of him except 
the letter from George Graham to the Hon. R. Rush, dated March 15, 1826, the right to the production of 
which letter the committee waived. 

Samuel D. King was further examiged. 

Robert King sworn and examined. 

George Wood further examined. 

Mr. Graham, in compliance with the order of yesterday, produced the correspondence as required. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wilson produce the following papers by 10 o’clock to-morrow morning: 

Letter from G. Davis to Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated May 27, 1825; same to same, 
dated February 5, 1825. 

A statement made by the deputy surveyor from Donaldsonville, who was present when Mr. Davis’ 
letter to Mr. Wilson was presented to him by Mr. Lyman. 

Also a statement by Mr. Turner, mentioned in the postscript to the letter of January 3, 1825. 

A copy of a letter received from Mr, Harper, sent in the letter of January 5, 1825. 

Two memoranda, marked A and B, contained in the letter of January 21, 1825. 

Copies of papers marked 1 and 2, being a letter from Mr. Turner and a list of books and papers 
received by him; also papers 3 and 4, being the copy of a letter from G. Davis to 8. H. Harper, and his , 
original letter in reply, contained in G. Davis’ letter of March 18, 1825. 

The copy of a letter from G. Davis to J. C. Turner, received April, 1825, from G. Davis, in a letter not 
dated. 

A copy of G. Davis’ note to the district attorney at New Orleans, received in George Davis’ letter of 
February 17, 1825. 

The committee adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow. 


Fripay, February 23. 


The committee met. Present: all the members. 

Silas Dinsmoor further examined. 

Mr. Wilson, in compliance with the order of yesterday, produced all the papers except the “statement 
made by the deputy surveyor from Donaldsonville, who was present when Mr. Davis’ letter to Mr. Wilson 
was presented to him by Mr. Lyman;” and being required to produce that paper, he offered the following 
affidavit—(See it, marked D, and filed in the papers. ) 

The committee adjourned till 3 o’clock this day. 

The committee met pursuant to adjournment All the members present. 

Committee adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 





Saturpay, February 24. 


The committee met. Present: all the members. 
Committee adjourned till Monday morning next at 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, February 26. 


Committee met. All the members present. 
Letter from Mr. Graham to L. Wailes, dated February 28, 1824, marked A, filed under second charge. 


John Wilson, a witness, sworn and examined as follows: 

Question. Do you know if any, and what, steps were taken by Mr. Graham for the prosecution of 
Gabriel Winter at any time subsequent to the letter of February 28, 1824? 

Answer. I do nut know whether steps were taken to prosecute Winter. 

Question. Do you know what reply Wailes made to the letter of February 28, 1824? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know of.any other fact in relation to the prosecution of Winter ? 

Answer, I do not. 

(Juestion. Do you, or do you not, know that the prosecution of Gabriel Winter was abandoned by 
order of the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Answer. I do not. 

(Juestion. What do you know of the opening of a letter, as specified in the third charge ? 

Answer. I called at Mr. Graham’s office, and was informed by Mr. Graham that there was a letter 
which had been there for two or three days, and which had been opened; which letter is herewith filed, 
marked B. 

(Juestion. Do you know of any other letter which was opened with Mr. Graham’s knowledge ? 

Answer. None. 

(Juestion. Did Mr. Graham inform you that the letter had been broken open, and by whom? 

Answer. He informed me that Mr. Wilson, a member of Congress, had broken it open and made the 
endorsement thereon, which is as follows: “Seal broken through mistake, supposing this letter was 
intended for John Wilson, a member of Congress.” The letter was sealed at the time I received it at Mr. 
Graham’s office. 

(Juestion. State all you know in relation to the twelfth charge. 

Answer. I called on Mr. Graham for the settlement of my accounts, and stated that I understood 
from Colonel Dinsmoor that Mr. Graham said that he would settle them when presegted; Mr. Graham 
replied that he had never said he would; that Mr. Davis was the proper person to settle them, 
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Question. What do you know in relation to the ninth charge? 

Answer. In a conversation with Mr. Graham he said that Davis had sent on an account for $100, 
as charges for prosecuting a suit against witness in behalf of the United States, and that he, Graham, had 
written to Davis to know why said suit was continued against witness. Said suit was instituted by 
Davis to recover $2,000 alleged to be due the government, and that he afterwards found that the suit was 
brought to recover books and papers in possession of witness. Witness believes that said suit was not 
instituted by order of Graham. That the papers were afterwards taken out of his possession by legal 
process in said suit. ; 

Question. Did Mr. Graham ever preclude you from prosecuting suits against Davis ? 

Answer. He refused to settle my accounts, and in that way prevented me from prosecuting suits 
against Davis. ; 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham was informed of the register at New Orleans receiving or 
exacting illegal fees, as mentioned in the fourth charge, and when was he so informed? 

Answer. I do not recollect when; it was between August, 1825, and this time. I informed Mr. Graham 
that Mr. Harper, the register at New Orleans, had exacted fees which he was not entitled to; that he had 
received from ten to fifteen dollars each, for making entries of back concessions, when the law entitled 
him to but twenty-five cents each. I also mentioned that I had a letter in my possession from William 
Kenna & Co. to R. H. Lee, but did not show the letter to Mr. Graham. 

Question. Have you ever exhibited any written charges against the said register at New Orleans? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question. Have you ever informed Mr, Graham, in writing, that the register had received illegal fees? 

Answer. I do not think I have. 

Question. Did you request an inquiry into the conduct of the register? 

Answer. In a conversation with Mr. Graham I stated that I thought an inquiry ought to be instituted 
into the official conduct of the register but made no formal request. 

Question. Do you know of charges having been exhibited by any other person against the said 
register? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Did you, or did you not, know that the Secretary of the Treasury was a proper public 
agent to whom to communicate the alleged misconduct of the register of the land office at New Orleans, 
as contained in your fourth specification; and if so, did you communicate to the Secretary of the Treasury? 

Answer. I have no recollection of having made a communication to the Secretary of the Treasury; I 
considered Mr. Graham the proper person. 

Mr. Wilson abandons that part of the fifth charge which relates to Mr. Graham’s having advertised 
lands for sale without the authority of the President. 

Question. Were any of the lands proclaimed for sale August 5, 1826, and referred to in the fifth 
charge, sold in pursuance of that proclamation? 

Answer. Not that I know of; I believe the proclamation was withdrawn before the day of sale. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham has knowingly communicated to Congress false calculations 
of the returns of unsold lands? And if so, state the particular facts. 

Answer. Ido not know that he has knowingly made false returns to Congress; but I believe they 
have been erroneous. 

(Juestion. In what particular are they erroneous? 

Answer. In this: that I believe, from information, that the calculations of the arrears of land sur- 
veyed were made geometrically. 

Question. Do you know how the calculations of the returns made to Congress of unsold lands were 
made? 

Answer. I do not; but was informed that all the calculations were made geometrically. I did not 
allude to any particular return to Congress. 

(Juestion. What papers do you allude to in the seventh charge, and what person? 

Answer. I allude to myself as the person; and the papers I allude to were papers sent to the 
register’s office for the settlement of my accounts, and now filed there; and I allude to no other papers. 
I think Mr. Graham withheld papers longer than he ought to have done, though they were afterwards 
filed with the Secretary of the Treasury or the register for the settlement of my accounts. 

(Juestion. Did you file the papers alluded to with Mr. Graham yourself, or were they filed wah him 
by the Secretary of the Treasury for his report thereon? 

Answer. I understood that they were filed with Mr. Graham by the Secretary for his report thereon. 

Question. Were the papers to which you allude papers which related to your official duties, and 
which it was necessary for you to transmit to the officers of the government for the purpose of settling 
your accounts; or were they your own private papers, which you reserved for the purpose of preservation 
to settle your own claims? 

Answer. I considered they were public official papers necessary to be filed for the settlement of my 
accounts; but, that done, I considered myself entitled to a part of them. 

Question. Did Mr. Graham promise you copies of papers; did he afterwards refuse to furnish them; 
and for what reason did he refuse you a reference to public documents necessary in the settlement of your 
accounts? 

Answer. Mr. Graham did promise me copies of papers which I considered important to me in the 
settlement of my accounts; which papers were afterwards refused by his clerk, or a reference, in any 
way, to them, assigning as a reason that Mr. Graham had directed that no copies should be furnished me 
until I returned some papers belonging to the files of his office. Mr. Graham did not ask me to surrender 
those papers when he promised me the copies. 

J. WILSON. 


Hon. John Wilson, member of Congress from South Carolina, sworn: 
Question. What do you know relative to the breaking open a letter addressed to John Wilson, as 
mentioned in the third charge? 
Answer. I received a letter from the post office at the Capitol addressed to John Wilson or George 
Graham, and, supposing it intended for me, broke it open. On perusing the letter I discovered that it 
yas not for me. I immediately returned it to the post office, having made the endorsement, in my own 
handwriting, of the mistake. The letter was sealed by myself or the postmaster. 
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Question. Did you ever open any letters in Mr. Graham’s office, with the privity and consent of Mr. 
Graham, addressed to John Wilson? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question by John Wilson, the complainant. Are your letters generally addressed to John Wilson, esq. 
or to the Hon. John Wilson? ’ 

Answer. I have received letters addressed in both ways 


JOHN WILSON. 


Hon. Mr. Haile, member of Congress, sworn: 

Question. State what you know in relation to the eighth charge. 

Answer. I know nothing of his (Graham’s) neglect to carry into effect his instructions in relation to 
George Davis. I know nothing, of my own knowledge, in regard to the settlement of accounts, (the 
accounts of deputy surveyors;) nor do I know that any chi irges were ever filed, or representations made, 
requiring Mr. Graham to remove Mr. Davis, except what others have told me since my arrival in the city 
of Washington. I am not personally acquainted with George Davis, and I have never officially applied 


for his removal from office. 
WM. HAILE. 


Silas Dinsmoor, sworn: 

Question. Do you, or do you not, know that George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
has neglected to carry into effect his instruction to George Davis in relation to the settlement of the 
accounts of deputy surveyors? 

Answer. I do not know that Mr. Graham neglected to carry the instructions into effect. It is a fact 
that they were not carried into effect; but I do not know whose neglect it was. 

Question. In what particular were they not carried into effect? 

Answer. George Davis neglected and refused tu pay the deputy surveyors, according to the instruc- 
tions of Mr. Graham, dated August 15, 1824, and annexed to the charges. 

Question. Do you, or do you not, know whether any charges have been exhibited to Mr. Graham 
against George Davis? 

Answer. I do not know. 

(Juestion. Did Mr. Graham state to you that charges had bai exhibited to him against George Davis; 
and if so, when and by whom? 

Answer. In February, 1826, I was at Mr. Graham’s office, and he inquired if I knew Mr. Wilson, and 
said that heavy charges had been exhibited against George Davis, but did not say they had been exhibited 
to him; nor did he specify what the charges were; nor do I know what proof was exhibited to Mr. 
Graham in support of said charges. 

Question. Did you ever exhibit to. Mr. Graham affidavits from deputy surveyors and others showing 
that Mr. Davis had been guilty of improper conduct in office, and complaining of his incompetency to the 
duties of the office? 

Answer. I did present to Mr. Graham, in January last, affidavits from John Gilmore and William 
Brown, deputy surveyors, and a letter from Joseph Dunbar. These were accompanied by certificates from 
men of good character; which affidavits stated that said Davis was unworthy of public or private con- 
fidence. These papers were returned to me in a letter from the General Land Office, dated January 30, 
1827. A few days after they were delivered to Mr. Graham they were returned by my request. 

Question. State at whose instance those affidavits were taken, and for what purpose they were given 
to you, and by whom. 

Answer. The affidavits were taken at my instance. They were taken to convince the government of 
the impropriety of sending me back to Davis for the settlement of my accounts, and not taken for the 
purpose of filing them as charges for the removal of said Davis from office, but for my own justification; | 
and when returned to me, I presented them to the President of the United States, with the letter of Mr. 
Graham. 

(Juestion. Do you know that Mr. Graham ever took any measures for the removal of Davis? 

Answer. Ido not. Mr. Graham stated to me that so long as the President retained said Davis in 
office he (Graham) was bound to respect him. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Please state if you had any other motive in showing those affidavits to Mr. 
Graham; and if so, what were they, and any remarks made by Mr. Graham in relation to the charges 
against Davis? 

Answer. I am under the impression that I have already fully answered that question. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham, in his report to Congress of December 20, 1826, wilfully 
misrepresented the causes why the lands south of the 3lst degree of latitude in Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, had not been surveyed or brought into market ? 

Answer. I cannot say he did. I believe there is an error in the statement of the date of my dismissal. 
I do not know that it emanated from Mr, Graham’s office. 

(Juestion. Have you retained in your possession, since 1824, any papers relative to surveys south of 
the 31st degree of latitude ? 

Answer. I retained the field notes of all the surveys until the 9th of November last, when they were 
delivered to an agent of the government. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham stated any wilful and deliberate falsehoods in relation to the 
settlement of the accounts of the principal deputy surveyors of the eastern and southeastern districts, in 
the State of Louisiana? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Did Mr. Graham state to you, in conversation, that on presenting my accounts 
to him they would be adjusted? 

Answer. Mr. Graham stated to me that the accounts of Mr. Wilson can be settled on presentation. 

Question by Mr. Graham. Uave I not uniformly stated to you that the accounts of the principal deputy 
surveyors should be settled by the surveyor under whom they acted ? 

Answer. You have. 

Question. Did Mr. Graham state to you that your accounts should be settled here ? 

Answer. He did not. 

SILAS DINSMOOR. 
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George Wood sworn: 

Question. Do you know of Mr. Graham’s withholding any important papers, or any other papers, 
properly belonging to any person, or of his refusing to furnish copies of any such papers after having 
promised so to do. 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham refused to allow to Mr. Wilson, or any other person, a refer- 
ence to public documents which were necessary for him to have in the settlement of his legal claims on 
the government ? 

Answer. Mr. Wilson, in March, 1826, called on Mr. Graham, at the General Land Office, for certain 
papers addressed to him as the Commissioner, which Mr. Graham directed me to give to Mr. Wilson, and 
to take his receipt for them, which I did. It was distinctly understood by me, from the Commissioner, 
that Mr. Wilson was to return them to the files of the office as soon as it was practicable for him to make 
copies of them. After Mr.Wilson had had them in his possession for a week or ten days, I called on him, at 
the request of Mr. Graham, to return them, which he promised me to do without delay. He did not return 
them. I repeatedly called on him, at the request of Mr. Graham, and received from Mr. Wilson repeated 
assurances that he would return them. On May 10, 1826, Mr. Graham came into my room, accompanied 
by Mr. Wilson, and requested me to deliver a bundle of papers, which he then gave me, to Mr. Wilson, 
and to take his receipt for the same; which I did, and the receipt is now in my possession, A long time 
elapsed, sufficient for Mr. Wilson to have made copies of them all, when, at the request of Mr. Graham, I 
called on Mr. Wilson for them; he promised that these papers should be returned in a day or two; that 
he was then preparing copies of them. I made many applications for these papers as they were important 
letters, and the frequent reference made to the files of the surveyor general at Washington made it 
highly important that they should be in their proper places; this I stated to Mr. Wilson. He returned to 
the office, about the month of September or October, the letter of Mr. Davis, dated February 4, 1826, and 
the accompanying papers, and stated that he had not done with the papers still in his hands. In Decem- 
ber last the papers which were loaned to Mr. Wilson more than seven months before were returned to 
the office by the honorable Secretary of the Treasury with other papers, and referring to the Commissioner 
a communication relating to Mr. Wilson’s accounts. These papers were handed me by the Commissioner. 
On my receiving the fair copy of his reply to the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Graham said to me “that 
here were the papers which Mr. Wilson had so long detained, and that they should be returned to this 
office when the Secretary was done with them.” I therefore made an envelope over those papers sent to 
the Hon. Mr. Rush, with Mr. Graham’s reply, and wrote on that envelope that the papers enclosed belonged 
io the files of the General Land Office, and respectfully requested that they might be returned to the 
General Land Office when he had made his examination of them, which was done. On the 18th December 
last Mr. Wilson came to the General Land Office and demanded of me those papers received from the 
Treasury Department, as being his. In reply, I said that they were placed on the files of the office, and, 
if he wanted them again, he must get Mr. Graham’s consent. He then demanded the receipt I had taken 
of his having received those papers, which I delivered to him. I saw Mr. Wilson on the evening of that 
day, (December 18,) at the request of Mr. Moore, the chief clerk, and stated to him that the request he 
had addressed to the Commissioner on that day would not be complied with until he had given up those 
letters which he had so long withheld; to which he replied that he would not give them up. Those papers 
delivered in March, 1826, were submitted to the First Comptroller of the Treasury, with the report of the 
Commissioner, on the accounts of Mr. Wilson, dated January 10, 1827; certified copies are now on the 
table before the committee. There are now eight letters from George Davis to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, received by Mr. Wilson May 10, 1826, still in Mr. Wilson’s hands. Mr. Graham, so 
far from refusing Mr. Wilson a reference to public documents which he deemed necessary for him to have 
in the settlement of his legal claims, gave him every facility which the office afforded; nor do I know that 
he has refused to any other person all the facilities which the office affords in the settlement of their 
claims. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Did I not, some days after the receipt of the letter from Mr. Moore, call at the 
office and request a reference to the papers alluded to, and did not you refuse me a reference in any way, 
stating that it was the orders of Mr. Graham ? 

Answer. On the 18th of December, the same day on which Mr. Wilson made the request for certain 
papers of Mr. Graham, while I was at the cases containing the files of the office, examining them to see 
if Mr. Wilson had delivered up the letters for which I had taken his receipts, before delivering those 
receipts up to him, Mr. Wilson did make an attempt to overlook me and to examine the papers, which I 
would not permit. I do not recollect stating that Mr. Graham had directed me to do so; but I did say to 
Mr. Wilson, as before deposed, that if he wanted the papers he must get Mr. Graham’s consent, without 
which he should not look at them. 

GEORGE WOOD. 


John M. Moore sworn: 

Question. Do you know of Mr. Graham’s withholding any important papers, or any other papers, pro- 

perly belonging to any person, or of his refusing to furnish copies of any such papers after having 
promised so to do? 

Answer. I know nothing of any promise Mr. Graham may have made; but I heard Mr. Graham say 
that copies of papers which Mr, Wilson wanted could not be delivered until he, Wilson, delivered up the 
mass of papers which he had borrowed. I do not know of Mr. Graham’s having refused to deliver papers 
properly belonging to any other person. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham refused to allow to Mr. Wilson, or any other person, a refer- 
ence to public documents which were necessary for him to have in the settlement of his legal claims on 
the government ? 

Answer. I do not know of Mr. Wilson, or any other person, being refused a reference to public docu- 
ments which were necessary for the prosecution of their just rights. ; 

Question. Did the papers which were in the possession of Mr. Wilson properly belong to the files of 
the office ? 

Answer. I believe they did. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Do you, or do you not, recollect that a day or two previous to your addressing 
me a note, requesting me to return to your office certain papers in my possession, tha tI applied to Mr. 
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Wood to allow me to look at other papers; and did he not refuse me, saying that he had received orderg 
from Mr. Graham to do so? 

Answer. I can say nothing about it. 

Question by the same. Did Mr. Graham direct you not to deliver to me copies of papers which I had 
called for? 

Answer. Mr. Graham declined giving copies of some letters which Mr. Wilson requested until Mr, 
Wilson should surrender some original letters which he held in his possession belonging to the files of the 
office, and directed me to advise Mr. Wilson of his determination. I addressed a note to Mr. Wilson, 
requesting him merely to surrender the originals; but Mr. Wilson demanded the copies without surrendering 
the originals. After a few days succeeding the date of my note, I then advised him, verbally, of the only 
condition on which the copies could be granted. 

JOHN M. MOORE. 


Samuel D. King sworn: 

Question. To you know of Mr. Graham’s withholding any important papers, or any other papers, 
properly belonging to any person, or of his refusing to furnish cupies of any such papers after having 
promised so to do? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know that Mr. Graham refused to allow to Mr. Wilson, or any other person, a 
reference to public documents which were necessary for bim to have in the settlement of his legal claims 
on the government ? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Do you know of Mr. Graham’s promising to furnish me with copies of papers 
and afterwards refusing to do so? 

Answer. I understood Mr. Graham to say that if you would address him a note you should have 
copies of the papers. I afterwards understood that Mr. Graham refused to furnish the copies until you 
returned certain original papers which you had in your possession belonging to the office. 

Question by Mr. Graham. Are you not the clerk in the Land Office who makes out the patents on 
private land claims ? 

Answer. Yes. 

(Juestion by the same. Have we ever had, previous to December 20, 1826, a township plat in the 
office south of the 31st degree of latitude, in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, east of the Mississippi 
river, from which a patent for a private claim could be made out with accuracy ? 

Answer. None that I ever saw. 

Question by the same. Has any township plat ever been returned to the office for the same district 
of country that was correct ? 

Answer. None. 

(Juestion by the same. Have not those few township plats which had been returned to the office in 
the same district of country, and which were incorrect, been returned for correction, and for laying down 
the private claims, since the papers have been recovered from Mr. Dinsmoor ? 

Answer. Yes, with the exception of one plat; the plat of the township including the town of Mobile. 

Question by the same. Was not that retained because it was expected the surveyor was obliged to 
make out an entire new plat, and that that would be useless to him ? 

Answer. Yes; for that reason, and because it was the only plat in that section of the country that 
contained any private claims. 

Question. Is it not the general practice of the office not to proclaim lands for sale until the township 
plats have been received ? 

Answer. It is the general practice. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Have not the lands in the southeastern district of Louisiana been proclaimed 
twice for sale, once in 1823 and once in 1826; and were township lines run through those lands? 

Answer. I cannot say positively as regards the proclamations; the surveys of those lands were not 
made conformably to the usual method of surveying the public lands, being made under the provisions of 


a special law. 
5. D. KING. 


Robert King sworn: 
(Juestion. Are you the draughtsman in the General Land Office ? 
Answer. I am. 
(Juestion. Are you the clerk who generally makes out the calculations of the quantity of lands 
surveyed, when called for by Congress ? 

Answer. Yes. 

(Juestion. Have you not always made out those calculations from the best materials the office afforded ? 

Answer. I have. 

Question. Were not the township plats in many instances defective, in consequence of the surveyors 
not having returned the table of contents ? 

Answer. Yes. 

(Juestion Were not those quantities heretofore ascertained, where no table of contents were returned, 
by geometrical calculations ? 

Answer. Yes. 

(Juestion. In all cases where you ascertained by geometrical calculations, were they as correct as if 
the quantities had been taken from the table of contents ? 

Answer. No; they could not be as correct. 

Question by Mr. Graham. Previous to my coming into office, was there any book kept in which the 
quantities contained in each township, as contained in the table of contents, was recorded ? 

Answer. No. 

Question by the same. Did I not, sometime after coming into office, direct you to keep a book in 
which the quantities of land contained in each township and fractional township was to be recorded ? 
Answer. Yes, 

(Juestion. Was not the return made to Congress this year taken from that book ? 
Answer. Yes. 
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sa nnsiicitniaee 
Question. Although the geometrical calculations are not precisely accurate, are they not sufficiently 
so for all useful and practical purposes ? 
Answer. Yes. 





ROBERT KING. 


George Wood further examined: 

Question. State if there are any papers belonging to the General Land Office that were forwarded by 
Mr. Davis in reply to the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, informing him (Davis) of charges made 
against him, that were delivered to Mr. Wilson, and w .ich have not been retur ned ? 

Answer. The letters receipted for by Mr. Wilson on May 10, 1826, are returned, excepting the letters 
‘of George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated May 27, 1825, and one dated 
February 5, 1825, and the enclosures referred to by Mr. Davis in his letter of January 3, 1825, in which 
he says: “T now enclose you a statement made by the deputy surveyor, just now from Donaldsonville, 
who was present when my letter to Mr. Wilson was presented to him by Mr. Lyman, which puts the 
infatuation of Mr. Wilson, as regards the withholding of the plats of survey, beyond question; 3” also the 
statement of Mr. Turner, mentioned in the postscript. This letter was detained by Mr. Davis, and enclosed 
in his letter of 5th January, in which he states that “the letter and other papers which you will receive, 
having been sent to the post office a few moments too late for the last mail, I have withdrawn the packet 
to-day in order to enclose the copy of a letter since received from Mr. Harper. ” These papers are not 
returned. 

In the letter of January 21, 1825, Mr. Davis, in a postscript, writes: ‘I send two memoranda, marked 
A and B, not at first intended for your eye, but now sent to explain what Mr. Dinsmoor means by what 
he calls regularity and order in an office,” &c. These are not returned. 

Mr. Davis, in his letter of March 18, 1825, states: ‘I had the pleasure, yesterday, of receiving a letter 
from Mr. Turner, covering a copy of the ‘catalogue of the books, papers, and other public property of his 
office, of which he appears to have been just put+in possession by the marshal. I enclose a copy of each, 
marked Nos. 1 and 2. I also enclose Nos. 3 and 4, respectively, the copy of a letter which I addressed to 
Mr. Harper, the register, while I was at New Orleans, and his original letter in reply.” These papers are 
not returned. 

In the letter, not dated, (received April, 1825,) Mr. Davis says, “he encloses a copy of a letter from 
himself to J. C. Turner.” This is not returned. 

The letter of G. Davis, of February 17, 1825, states, “on my arrival here, I addressed, as heretofore 
stated to you, a note to the district attorney, a copy of which is herewith enclosed.” This copy is not 
returned. 

The letters which were given me by Mr. Graham to loan to Mr. Wilson on May 16, 1826, were those 
sent to the honorable Mr. Rush, with the letter dated March 15, 1826, and the enclosures, (with the excep- 
tion of Mr. McCrummins’ and other contracts, and the bill of Mr. Lloyd,) were filed in the letters, as is the 
uniform custom of the office. They were letters relating immediately to the charges now preferred by 
Mr. Wilson; and Mr. Davis’ letters of the 3d and 5th of January will be found to sustain the propriety 
of the conduct of Mr. Harper, the register in New Orleans, in making certain charges for services per- 
formed by him for making copies of plats, &c., to applicants for such copies, which is not, I believe, any 
part of his official duty. “The contracts sent in letters to the General Land Office are filed separately; 
and the bill of Mr. Lloyd for surveys was referred to M. R. King, whose duty it is to examine the accounts 


of the surveyors. 
GEO. WOOD. 


Silas Dinsmoor further examined: 

Question by Mr. Graham. Were the surveyors which Mr. Davis refused to pay, the surveyors employed 
by you? 

Answer. They were employed by me, but were commissioned by Mr. Davis’ predecessors. 

(VJuestion by the same. Were the field notes of those surveyors in your possession, or in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Davis, at the time Mr. Davis refused to pay ? 

Answer. They were in my possession, and retained by me, because I had to certify to the correctness 
of the surveys according to the field notes deposited in my office. 

Question. Do you kuow that those surveyors made application to Mr. Davis previous to January 1, 
1825, and he refused to pay them? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Can you state when the refusal was made? 

Answer. I think in November, 1824. 

Question by Mr. Wilson. Was it necessary, according to the rules of the office, that the field notes 
should be returned to Mr. Davis, that he might be authorized to pay the deputies after the certificate had 
been forwarded to the surveyor? 

Answer. I think not; the law does not require it; they never had been formally requested; and the 
certificates were always considered as sufficient evidence to pay the deputies, and payments were made 


under them. 
SILAS DINSMOOR. 


George Wood further examined: 

Question, Was the date of the dismissal of Colonel Dinsmoor in the report of Mr. Graham of December 
20, 1824, the result of accident; and if so, how did it occur? 

Answer. Mr. Graham requested me to give him whatever information the files of the office afforded 
of the dismissal of Colonel Dinsmoor, I brought him two letters—one dated October 24, 1824, and the 
other November 24—1824, from George Davis, both of which had some reference to the dismissal of Colonel 
Dinsmoor and the appointment of General Morgan. From the similarity of the dates of the two letters 
laid before him, Mr. Graham, in filling up the blank he had left in the draught he was then making, inserted 
the date October, instead of November, 1824. ? 

GEO. WOOD. 


VOL, IV 
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Papers filed by Wilson in support of his charges. 


I. Charges against Mr. Graham, including the extract of a letter from George Graham, Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, bearing date August 15, 1824, to George Davis, surveyor, &c., referred to in 
the eighth charge. 

II. Proclamation. : 

III. Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the information required by a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 19th instant, in relation to a survey of the lands lying south of 
the 31st degree of latitude. 

IV. Letter from the General Land Office to Levin Wailes, informing him that the money which had 
been received by Winter, as a principal deputy surveyor, improperly, must be repaid, &c., marked A, 

V. Letter from Levin Wailes to John Wilson—relates entirely to the third charge, marked B. 

Auditor’s report on salary account. 





Letter from the chairman of the committee to Mr. Graham. 


Coneress Hatt, February 16, 1827. 


Dear Sir: Mr. John Wilson has preferred charges against you, of which, by order of the committee, 
you have here a copy. The House of Representatives had referred those charges for investigation to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, who have been discharged, and the subject turned over to the Committee on 
Public Lands. The committee will meet on Monday morning at 9 o’clock, and will receive from you 
any communications you shall see proper to make on the subject. Mr. Wilson has been notified to attend 
and sustain his charges. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SCOTT. 


Grorce Granay, Esq. 





Lettér from the chairman of the committee to Mr. Wilson. 


Coneress Hatt, February 16, 1827. 


Sm: The charges presented by you against George Graham, esq., Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, have been referred by the House of Representatives to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
committee will meet on Monday next at 9 o’clock, and have directed me to say to you that they will 
expect your attendance before them at the committee room, prepared with such evidence as you may have 
to sustain the charges. The committee will also expect of you a list of witnesses, and copies, or a refer- 
ence where copies of such documents as you rely on may be obtained. The committee will prefer written 
evidence and written statements, as far as practicable. 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN SCOTT. 

Mr. Joun Wison. 





Mr. Wilson to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Wasnineton, January 31, 1827. 


Simm: I beg leave to enclose herewith charges against George Graham, Commissioner of the Gencral 
Land Office, the nature of which, it is presumed, will be considered sufficient to require an investigation 
into his conduct; and all of which, it is confidently believed, are susceptible of the strongest proofs. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN WILSON, 


Principal Deputy Surveyor for the Southeastern District of Louisiana. 
Hon. Joun W. Taytor, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





J 


Charges against George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, exhibited by John Wilson, prin- 
cipal Deputy Surveyor of the Southeastern District of the State of Louisiana. 


First. For conduct operating against the interests of the United States, and of individuals concerned 
in lands in the said States. 

Second. His wilful and criminal delinquency in neglecting to comply with the instructions of the 
honorable William H. Crawford, late Secretary of the Treasury, to prosecute, or cause to be prosecuted, 
on civil and criminal suits, one Gabriel Winter, of Natchez, in the State of Mississippi, who had sworn 
falsely, for the purpose of defrauding the government of a certain sum of money which the said Graham 
directed to be deducted from the accounts of an officer of the government, and to be paid to the aforesaid 
Winter, for his benefit. 
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Third. His permitting one or more letters to be opened and read in his office by a person to whom 
he knew they were not addressed nor intended for. 

Fourth. His wilful and criminal delinquency in not directing an inquiry into the conduct of the reg- 
ister of the land office in New Orleans, on being informed that he had imposed upon land claimants by 
making the most exorbitant charges, as fees, which were unauthorized by law, oppressive upon the 
claimants, and injurious to the interests of the government. 

Fifth. His advertising lands for sale by public proclamation, published in one or more of the public 
papers, bearing date August 5, 1826, on the Bayou Grosse Téte, in the State of Louisiana, in the absence 
of the President, who alone was authorized to direct the sale; a great part of which lands he must or 
ought to have known, from the records in his office, had been confirmed as pre-emption rights, or sold at 

ublic sale, whilst other lands, long since surveyed and prepared for sale, were not offered. 

Sixth. His incompetency to the performance of the duties of his office, in making returns to Congress 
of unsold lands; the calculations of which produce results so erroneous, and of such data, as to preclude 
the possibility of their being correctly acted upon. 

Seventh. His withholding papers properly belonging to and highly important to the person applying for 
them, and refusing to furnish copies which he had previously promised, or a reference in any way to public 
documents, also properly belonging to and equally important to the applicant in the adjustment of his 
legal claims upon the government. 

Eighth. For neglecting to carry into effect his own instructions to George Davis, the surveyor of the 
lands of the United States south of the State of Tennessce, in relation to the settlement of the accounts 
of deputy surveyors, (a copy of which is hereto annexed,) and his neglect to take proper measures for 
the removal of said Davis, who had been repeatedly represented to him as a man of most infamous 
character, incompetent to the performance of the duties of his office, and against whom charges embracing 
offences of the most serious nature, and well authenticated, had been exhibited, when he, the said Graham, 
knew that the interests of the government, as well as of individuals, were materially affected by his con- 
tinuance in office. 

Ninth. His permitting the aforesaid George Davis to continue a suit, instituted by him as the agent 
of the United States, against an officer of the government, founded upon a false oath made by the afore- 
said Davis, which will appear by his correspondence with said Graham, and precluding, by his official 
acts, the aforesaid officer from prosecuting suits instituted against him, Davis, thereby subjecting him 
to great delay and pecuniary embarrassments. 

Tenth. For wilful misrepresentations made in an official report to Congress bearing date December 
20, 1826, in compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives, dated the 19th of said month, 
to show cause why the lands in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, south of the 31st 
degree of north latitude, had not been surveyed and brought into market, did, in the aforesaid report, 
represent, as one cause, “the detention of the books, records, and papers, by the late principal deputy 
surveyor, Silas Dinsmoor, who was removed from office in October, 1824;” thereby imposing upon Con- 
gress the belief that no lands had been surveyed or prepared for sale in said Dinsmoor’s district, whereas 
he knew, or ought to have known, from the records in his office, that about one hundred townships had 
been surveyed, the surveys approved of by the proper officer, and that the aforesaid number of townships 
might have been brought into market more than three years since, and previous to the appointment of the 
present surveyor south of Tennessee; and further, that he, the said Graham, did assert that the aforesaid 
Silas Dinsmoor was removed from office in October, 1824, which he, Graham, knew was not the case, as 
will appear from his correspondence with George Davis, the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee. 

Eleventh. His having asserted that the continuance in office of the surveyor of the lands of the United 
States south of Tennessee was the fault of the President of the United States, thereby attempting to ex- 
culpate himself from his own gross derelictions and viclations of duty in relation to the conduct of the 
aforesaid surveyor by an attempt to impose them upon the President. 

Twelfth. His wilful and deliberate falschoods in relation to the settlement of the accounts of the prin- 
cipal deputy surveyors of the eastern and southern districts of the State of Louisiana. 

tespectfully submitted by 





JOHN WILSON, 
Principal Deputy Surveyor for the Eastern and Southeastern Districts of Louisiana. 


Extract from a letter addressed by George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, bearing date 
August 15, 1824, to George Davis, surveyor of the lands of the United States south of the State of Ten- 
nessee, (referred to in the eighth charge.) 


“In the Jackson Court-house district the surveying should be confined to the surveying of the private 
claims, connecting them with the township lines, and completing the plats of all those townships which 
contain private claims. 

“T enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Dinsmoor. From this letter, and from others addressed to 
members of Congress from Louisiana by different deputy surveyors, it appears that the credit of the gov- 
ernment has been materially injured by the conduct of your predecessors in office. You will therefore 
take immediate measures to remove any just complaints which may be made by the deputy surveyors, in 
consequence of any improper detention of the money due to them by the government, by a speedy settle- 
ment of their accounts. That the necessary funds may be promptly remitted you will furnish this office 
with an estimate, exhibiting— 

First. “The sums, in detail, actually due to the several deputy surveyors for surveys made in each 
land district, respectively, distinguishing the sums due for the surveys actually returned, and those not_ 
returned.” 

Second, “The amount required to pay for surveys contracted for, and expected to be finished previous 
to January 1, 1825, in each separate district.” 

Third. “The amount required to defray the surveying expenses for 1825. This last estimate will be 
submitted to Congress with the estimates from the Treasury Department, and must be made in detail, 
exhibiting the sums required for each land district. 


“GEORGE GRAHAM.” 
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Copy of charges against George Davis, referred to in eighth charge. 


Charges against George Davis, surveyor of the lands of the United States south of the State of Ten- 
nessee, exhibited by John Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of 
Louisiana. 

First. For violating the act of Congress of February 28, 1806, and for conduct operating against the 
interests of the United States, and of individuals concerned in lands within the said district. 

Second. For refusing to confirm the appointment of Louis Bringier, made by the principal deputy 
surveyor, as a deputy, after having promised such confirmation; and appointing one John Fletcher, a man 
of infamous character, altogether incompetent to perform the duties of the office, and a person who had 
lately before been confined in the jail or calaboose under some criminal charge, where it is understood the 
surveyor, who was also confined, made his acquaintance. 

Third. That the incompetency of and worthless character of the said Fletcher was notorious, and known 
to the said surveyor before the appointment was made, and that he had previously expressed his opinion 
in public of Fletcher’s incapacity. 

Fourth. That the said Davis appointed various incompetent persons as deputy surveyors, against the 
remonstrances of landholders, who absolutely refused to let such surveyors run their lines, in consequence 
of which the said lands remained unsurveyed up to the date of these allegations. 

Fifth. That one of these deputies, named James Grinage, could not even commence the front grants, 
although they had natural boundaries, such as rivers and bayous, and was repeatedly making applica- 
tion by letter to know where and how to begin, and when instructed could not proceed; all of which must 
have been known to said Davis. . ; 

Sixth. That the surveys made by the deputy surveyors, who were so improperly appointed, are in 
most or all instances entirely erroneous, and that the said surveyor was apprised of their errors, and still 
suffered them to continue. ' 

Seventh. That the said surveys made by these incompetent deputies will create great confusion and 
difficulty, and that when the general plat of that district is projected the lines will not correspond; all of 
which must or ought to have been anticipated and plainly foreseen by the said surveyor when he 
appointed those incompetent deputies. . 

Eighth. That the inaccuracies of the surveys made by his incompetent deputies have produced various 
conflicting titles, and that the surveys have tended to confuse and destroy the old admitted claims, and 
to create litigation and dispute among the claimants. Pade ; 

Ninth. That the said surveyor has very considerably retarded the surveyors in said district by abusive 
language and ill treatment to the old and experienced deputies, many of whom have been driven from the 
employment by unwarrantable insults, all of which have resulted from improper partiality, and adopted 
to displace qualified men from the service, and put in their stead unfit and ignorant partisans. 

Tenth. For withholding public moneys from the deputies when in possession of funds, which were to 
be applied to their use, without any just cause why their accounts should not have been paid. ; 

Eleventh. For compelling deputies to refund money which had been legally paid them, when no just 
reason existed. — 

Twelfth. His appointing to the office of principal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of 
Louisiana a very young man, who is totally unfit for the duties of the office, having neither practical nor 
theoretic knowledge of surveying. ; 

Thirteenth. For attempting to intimidate the deputies from urging a settlement of their accounts by 
the most abusive and threatening language, and acting the part of a common bully to effect his object. 

Fourteenth. For having positively forbidden one of his principal deputy surveyors from corresponding 
with the Commissioner of the General Land Office or the Secretary of the Treasury without first sending 
the letters to him, that he might judge of the propriety of forwarding them. 

Fifteenth. His repeated threats and disrespectful language against the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. ie 

Sixteenth. His entire incompetency to conduct the surveys and private claims in the State of Louisiana. 

Seventeenth. His improper conduct in writing confidential letters to his deputies, endeavoring to get 
them to act as spies upon the old surveyors, that he might have a pretence for removing them from office, 
and, when this failed, undertaking to remove them himself without any cause. as 

Eighteenth. For receiving again into employment surveyors who had been previously dismissed for 
fraud upon the general government, and extortion from individuals, all of which had been before known 
to said Davis. ‘ 

Nineteenth. For wilfully, maliciously, and falsely swearing that John Wilson, late principal deputy 
surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana, was indebted to the general government in the sum of 
two thousand dollars, and causing the said Wilson to be held to bail in that sum as a debtor to the United 
States, until, from the manifest showing of the said Wilson, the judge of the district court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Louisiana discharged and released his bail. ; 

Twentieth. In falsely stating that the said Wilson had defrauded the government of the United States 
out of fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, and assigning that as a reason for withholding money due to 
the said Wilson. i 

Twentyfirst. For ordering the said Wilson, then principal deputy surveyor, to Washington, Missis- 
sippi, under pretence of settling his accounts, and having detained him there several days when no 
necessity existed for such detention or settlement, as the said Davis had all the proper receipts from 
Wilson; all of which was to the injury of the general government, and to the land claimants, in the loss 
of time, and to the health and interest of said Wilson. 

Twenty-second. For improper conduct as surveyor, in making repeated applications for a check of 
$140 08 in favor of Auguste Bonnet, which had been previously delivered to said Davis’ son; and writing 
to the cashier of the Branch Bank of Donaldsonville to stop that check if offered, when he knew his son 
had given a written receipt for the same; and still declaring to others that the said check was dishonestly 
withheld by said Wilson. 

Twenty-third. For imposing unnecessary duty upon the principal deputy surveyor, the said Wilson, 
and his deputies, by requiring triplicate plats of surveys, made previous to his appointment to office, 
which consumed the time of said surveyor and deputies that should have been usefully devoted to 
public service. 
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Twenty-fourth. For the infamous moral character of the said George Davis, and his unfitness to per- 


form the duties of surveyor. 
All of which is submitted by 
JOHN WILSON. 


DonaLpsoNnvILLE, March 16, 1825. 





II. 
By the President of the United States. 


In pursuance of the provisions of an act of Congress approved April 20, 1818, entitled “An act 
authorizing the disposal of certain lots of public ground in the city of New Orleans and town of Mobile,” 
it is hereby ordered that the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans shall expose to public 
sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the building formerly appropriated by 
the United States to the use of the naval arsenal, together with the ground occupied by the said building 
and its appurtenances. 

There will also he exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, and in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the act above quoted, six certain lots of ground situate in the city of New Orleans, designated 
on the official plat of survey filed in the office of the register of the land office as numbers thirteen, 
fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, binding on the Rue de l’Hospital, and fronting on the 
Rue de Conde, which ground has been relinquished to the United States by the Ufsuline nuns of the 
said city. 

There will also be exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, a piece of ground belonging to 
the United States, situate in the same square as the lots above designated, being three feet and nine 
inches wide, by one hundred and twenty feet deep. 

It is further ordered that, at the same time and place, the said register and receiver shall expose to 
public sale the following lots of land, situate on the Bayou Gros Tete, in the district of lands offered for 


sale at New Orleans, viz: 
Lots numbered from seven to ninety-four, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the east side of the 


said bayou. 
Lots numbered one to twenty-five, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the west side of the said 


bayou. 
. Also a second range of lots, situate on the east side of the said bayou, numbered from one to thir- 
teen, inclusive of both numbers. 

The sale will commence on the first Monday in January next, and will be continued until the whole 
of the property shall have been offered. 

The lots on the Bayou Gros Tete, appropriated for the benefit of schools, will be excluded from sale. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, this 5th day of August, A. D. 1826. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
By the President: 
Gro. Granuam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


GENERAL Lanp Orricr, August 5, 1826. 


By direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in virtue of the provisions of the act of Congress 
passed May 15, 1826, entitled “ An act for the sale of a house and lot in New Orleans and a storehouse 
at the quarantine ground in Louisiana,” the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans will 
offer at public sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the house and lot in Royal 
street, in the city of New Orleans, heretofore used for the district court of the United States. 

By order: 
: GEO. GRAHAM, Commissioner of the General Land Office 





Ill. 


[For the papers belonging to this class see No. 539, page 858. ] 





IV.—A. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, February 28; 1824. 


Sir: With the instruction dated the 8th of August last, authorizing the payment of the salary claimed 
by Mr. Winter, I forwarded copies of the papers on which that instruction was founded, together with a 
copy of Mr. Winter’s affidavit. 

I now enclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Wilson to the Secretary of the Treasury, together with the 
copies of the certificates which accompanied it, and am instructed by the Secretary to say to you that he 
still thinks that Mr. Wilson is not entitled to his salary from a period beyond that to which you were 
authorized by my letter of the 8th of August last to pay him; but that the facts stated, and the testimony 
now furnished by Mr. Wilson, show that Mr. Winter had virtually abandoned his office, and therefore 
should not have received the pay; and he has directed me to request that you will call upon Mr. Winter to 
refund the amount paid by you, and to assure him that if he does not, both civil and criminal process will 





a TCR 





if 
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be issued against him. You will communicate without delay the answer which Mr. Winter may make in 


reply to your demand. 
With great respect, your obedient servant. 
L. Wats, Esq. 


Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, February 19, 182°, 


A true copy of the documenf on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register of the Treasury. 





V.—B. 


Apams County, Mississippi, January 5, 1826. 


Dear Sir: I was in Claiborne county when your letter of the 27th of November must have arrived at 
Washington. I received it a few days since. I recollect informing Mr. Davis, by letter, about the time 
you were settling your account with him in October, 1824, that it would be proper to deduct a certain 
sum which had been paid to Gabriel Winter, by orders from the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
But I have not the most indistinct recollection that two days elapsed between the date of my note to him 
on that subject and the time of its delivery. This much, however, I can say, that whether there may have 
been such a delivery or not, nothing could have been more foreign from my mind than a design to defraud 
either Mr. Davis or the government, or benefit you. 

I have seen arfl heard so much of the extraordinary epistles of this suspicious blockhead that I have 
ceased to regard anything coming from him in any other light than that of utter contempt. 

I perfectly recollect writing to Mr. Harper, register of “the land office in the southeastern district, at 
the time I forwarded to him maps of the lands which had been advertised for sale on the west side of the 
Mississippi in that district. I had found the maps (if such they might be called) of those lands in the 
office, without course or distance on any of the lines, nor could I find ‘the field notes of any of them. They 
appeared to have been divided into sections, semewhat upon the plan for surveying lands under the 
Spanish government; but the contents of no section had been calculated, or if they had been they were 
not inserted en the maps. In the short time allowed for the computation, and specially with the data 
before me, I had no other means of deducing their contents than from the projections. These I knew were 
not to be relied on for accuracy, and even if they had been, that mode of computation, I need not tell you, 
would have been but an approximation to truth. I therefore apprised Mr. Harper that the areas which I 
had returned ought not to be taken as the true ones. I presumed that you, as principal deputy surveyor 
of the district, would be in possession of the field notes. I therefore informed Mr. Harper that as you 
would (ex officio) be one of the superintendents of the sales you would be present, and if any section 
should be sold, you should, before any payment should be made on it, revise the calculations from the 
field notes, and that your calculations should be regarded as more perfect than any which I might have 
it in my power to make. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - LEVIN WAILES. 

Joun Witson, Esq., Washington City. 


The United States Dr. to John Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor for the southeast district of Louisiana. 





For amount of his salary from January 1 to September 30, 1824 .......... ccc cece eee eee eens $375 00 
For amount of his salary from October 1 to December 22, 1824, 83-92 of $125................. 112 77 
487 77 


Deduct amount paid to him by treasury warrant No. 8573, dated December 30, 1826, on report 
ON EE My Tee rer eter Ty ee eT Seer ee Tee TT Teer Tee Te ee eee eee 81 40 





Leaving this sum due to him, being the amount that was suspended by said report No. 51414, 
and which is now to be paid conformably to the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury 














ee Ns oes KER ARON AER RA DEN RAU RDA SVN OE NO DAUR CO eda REESE EEE CMOS 406 37 
Avpitor’s Orricr, February 13, 1827. WM. PARKER. 
Comprroiier’s Orrice, February 13, 182. 
Examined, WM. ANDERSON. 
The balance due to Mr. Wilson, as per annexed statement, arises as follows: 
By report No. 51414, for the amount of his salary from January 1 to December 22, 1824....... $487 77 
There was deducted and suspended this amount that had been paid both to him and his prede- 
cessor in office for salary from May 25, 1821, to March 17, 1822. .......... 0. cece e ee eee 406 37 
Leaving this amount, which was paid to him by warrant No. 8573, dated December 30, 1826... 81 40 





Therefore, as it has now been decided that Mr. Wilson is entitled to his salary, which was suspended, 
as above stated, and as his salary from May 25, 1821, to March 17, 1822, has long since been paid and 
the account settled, and as the deduction was made from his salary that accrued from January 1 to 
December 22, 1824, the sum of $406 37 is now strictly due to him for the balance of his salary for said 
period, viz: from January 1 to December 22, 1824. 

WM. PARKER. 


Aupiror’s Orricr, February 13, 1827. 


* Per copy of said statement herewith. 
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Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 17, 1827. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing statement of the account of John Wilson, late principal deputy 
surveyor for the southeast district of Louisiana, is a true copy of the original on file in this office. 


JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





The Commissioner of the General Land Office laid before the Committee on Public Lands the following 
papers in reply to the charges made against him by John Wilson: 

On the second charge Mr. Graham submitted the following certified copies of letters, &c., now filed 
with the accounts of J. Wilson, with the Register of the Treasury: 


Genera Lanp Orrice, April 7, 1821. 


Sir: I am authorized to inform you that it is the wish of the President and the Secretary of War 
that the office of principal deputy surveyor for the eastern district of Louisiana be given, if vacant, to 
Lieutenant John Wilson, who will present, or cause to be presented, this letter. 

I am, very respectfully, yours, J. MEIGS. 

Tuomas Freeman, Esq., Surveyor General, Washington, Mississippi. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182'T. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Cuocraw Agency, May 24, 1821. 


Sm: Your letter of the 9th ultimo, with its enclosure from the General Land Office, recommending 
you for the office of principal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana, have been 
received. That office is considered as vacant, and I am gratified to have the advantage of filling it with 
a person so highly recommended, and no doubt well qualified. 

The principal deputy’s office for that district is kept at Donaldsonville, a small village on the left 
bank of the Mississippi river, about 70 miles above Orleans. The salary annexed to the office is $500 a 
year, with fees of 25 cents a mile for examining and recording all surveys made by the deputy surveyors 
in the district. : 

Should you accept the appointment, I wish you to proceed without delay to that office. Call at my 
office on your way, in the town of Washington, near Natchez, where you will receive your commission 
and instructions. It is necessary that you should have some knowledge of the French language, the 
population of the district being chiefly French Creoles of that country, many of whom do not understand 
a word of English. 

Let me have the pleasure of a line from you on this subject as soon as you receive this. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, THOMAS FREEMAN. 

Joun Wison, Esq., City of New York. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Surveyor’s Orricr, June 5, 1821. 


Sir: Your letter of Tth April, recommending Lieutenant John Wilson for the appointment of principal 
deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, has been received. I have written to Mr. Wilson 
on the subject, and directed him to proceed without delay to take charge of that office, to call at this 
office on his way and receive his commission and instructions. 

I shall be very much gratified to find Mr. Wilson qualified and willing to conduct the duties of that 
office. No surveyor can be found here to take charge of it who is qualified to superintend it. Captain 
Winter, who last had charge of that office, paid but little attention to it. The back tracts or pre-emptions 
granted to holders of front tracts in that district remain yet to be surveyed. The difficulty of making 
surveys of back tracts in that tract of country renders it almost impossible to get a surveyor qualified to 
undertake those surveys. This, together with the want of the constant attention of a principal deputy 
in the district, are the causes why the survey of the district has not been completed before this time. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS FREEMAN. 


Jostan Metres, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182°. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





January 10, 1822. 


Sir: Enclosed you have a commission from the President of the United States, appointing you, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to the office of surveyor of the public lands south of the State 
of Tennessee, for the term of four years from the date of the commission, (9th instant.) You will please 
to qualify yourself by taking an oath to support the Constitution of the United States. You have also 
enclosed an open letter to Nicholas Gray, esq., the chief clerk of the late surveyor, Mr. Freeman, requesting 
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him to deliver to you all the books, papers, &c , appertaining to that office, for which you will please give 
him duplicate receipts. 
Iam, &c. 
A true copy. J. M. MOORE. 


Levin Wattes, Esq., Surveyor of the Public Lands south of the State of Tennessee, now at Opelousas, La. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 10, 182°, 


The within is a true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Oretousas, Louisiana, February 11, 1822. 

Sir: By the same post to-day which brought me a commission from the President of the United 
States of surveyor of the public lands south of the State of Tennessee I received your letter, dated at 
Natchez, the 4th current, informing me of your having been appointed by the late Major Freeman to the 
office of principal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, and of your 
determination to remain at Washington, Mississippi, until you should hear from me. 

I expect to be in Washington by or before the 1st of the ensuing month. That, however, will 
depend, in some measure, on the flowing of the river Mississippi, so as to admit of boats passing through 
Plaquemine. I should regret even this short delay in placing you in charge of the office to which you 
have been appointed, if I did not know that there are at present no funds at the disposal of the head of 
the department to enable you to enter upon the duties of your office, and that there probably will be none 
until appropriation shall have been made by Congress, which I apprehend need not to be looked for until 
about the close of the present session. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVIN WAILES. 


Joun Wison, Esq., Washington, Mississippi. 


Treasury Department, [egister’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, March 7, 1823. 
From documents in this office it appears that Gabriel Winter, esq., was paid his salary as principal 
deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, December 30, 1820. From this 
date no salary has been paid to a principal deputy of said district until May 24, 1821, when, by the letter 
of Thomas Freeman, esq., the appointment was given to John Wilson, esq., to whom the salary has been 
paid from the last-mentioned date. Mr. Wilson resided in the State of New York at the date of his 
appointment; arrived at Washington at the last of February,* and took possession of his office about 

April 1, 1822. 
LEVIN WAILES, Surveyor United States lands south of the State of Tennessee. 


Treasury Department, Legister’s Office, January 8, 1827. 

A true copy of the document on file. 
JOHN STRETCH, For the Register. 
Treasury Departament, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Extract of a letter from Levin Wailes, esq., surveyor of the lands of the United States south of Tennessee. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Mississippi, March 19, 1822. 

Sir: You will be pleased to proceed to Donaldsonville, in the eastern district of Louisiana, with the 
least possible delay, and take charge of the office of principal deputy surveyor of that district, to which 
you have been appointed by my predecessor in office, the late Thomas Freeman, esq., by his letter dated 
May 24, 1821. 

The books, papers, &c., of your office will be delivered to you by Edward White, esq., in whose charge 
they have been left by Gabriel Winter, esq., late principal deputy surveyor of said district. 

LEVIN WAILES. 

Joun Witson, Esq., Principal Deputy Surveyor Eastern District State of Louisiana. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Mississippi, December 26, 1823. 
I certify that the foregoing is a true extract from my letter of instruction to John Wilson, esq., 
principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of the State of Louisiana, dated March 19, 1822. 
LEVIN WAILES. 
Treasury Department, [egister’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 


*% Should be January; see his letter of January 11, 1822.—J. B. 
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New Orteans, April 25, 1823. 


Dear Sir: In answer to your letter of the Tth instant, I state that I considered you as the principal 
deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana up to the time that Mr. Wilson took charge of 
the office, which, I believe, was in April, 1822. I recollect your being in my office in the capacity of 
surveyor during the short period that the inhabitants had an opportunity of entering double concessions, 
and that you entered some yourself on behalf of others. 

There was no receiver of public moneys in commission till within five or six months of the expiration 
of the law. 

What work you may have done while principal deputy'surveyor I cannot certify, no returns having 
been made to my office. 

Yours, &c., 
SAM. H. HARPER. 

Captain GaprieL WINTER. 


Treasury DEparTMENT, Register’s Office, January 8, 182'T. 


JOHN STRETCH, for the Register. 


A true copy of the document on file. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182°. 


The within is a true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





GENERAL Lanp Orrice, June 24, 1823. 


Sir: Your letter of the 20th instant has been received. In reply, I have to state that a letter has 
this day been addressed to Mr. Wailes requiring information as to the period when your duties as prin- 
cipal deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana ceased. Until the receipt of his answer 
an opinion as to the period at which your salary should be paid cannot be given. 

Iam, &c., 
JOHN McLEAN. 


GasriEL Winter, Esq., now at Baltimore, Maryland. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 








GeneErRAL Lanp Orrice, June 24, 1823. 


Sm: Enclosed is an extract from a letter just received from Gabriel Winter, esq., late principal deputy 
surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana. I will thank you to inform me when the official duties 
of Mr. Winter ceased; and whether, as stated, his successor did not qualify for the office until March 19, 
1822, having received compensation from the date of his appointment, May 24, 1821. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN McLEAN. 


Levin Waites, Esq., Surveyor General, Washington, Mississippi. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182'T. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





I never did re¢eive from Major Freeman, late surveyor of the United States lands south of the State 
of Tennessee, any information, from which I inferred that the office of principal deputy was vacant, and I 
continued to do the duties of the office until about April 1, 1822. 
GABRIEL WINTER. 


District or CotumBia, Washington County : 
Subscribed and sworn to August 7, 1823, before 


R. S. BRISCOE, Justice of the Peace. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182°. 


A true copy from the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





I certify that I was employed by the late Thomas Freeman, surveyor of the lands of the United States 
south of the State of Tennessee, as a clerk in his office, about the middle of June, 1821, in which capacity 


VOL. IV—-118 a 
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I continued to act until after the month of April, 1822, during which time I never knew of Mr. Gabrie] 
Winter acting as principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, or that he was, 
during the time specified, commissioned as such. On the contrary, I understood that the office was vacant 
until the appointment of Mr. John Wilson to fill the office. 

WM. W. ROBINSON. 


Srare or Mississippi, Adams County: 
Personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace for said county William W. Robin- 
son, and made oath that the statement is true. 
WM. W. ROBINSON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me December 25, 1823. 
JAMES CARSON, Justice of the Peace. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182°. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Natcuez, December 26, 1823. 


I certify that I was employed by Thomas Freeman, esq., late surveyor of the lands of the United 
States south of the State of Tennessee, as a clerk in his office, before the month of May, 1821, and that I[ 
continued to perform the duties of clerk in the surveyor’s office until the month of April, 1822, during 
which time I have no knowledge of Gabriel Winter having acted as principal deputy surveyor of the 
southeastern district, State of Louisiana, or that he was, between the months specified, in commission. 
On the contrary, I heard Mr, Freeman remark, on paying Mr. Winter his salary, sometime before the month 
of May, 1826, that it would be the last he would receive, as the office would from that time be considered 
vacant, and always understood that it was so considered until the appointment of John Wilson to fill the 
vacancy. Between the times specified, Mr. Winter was in partnership with Mr. William Moore in the 
mercantile business, and was absent several months on business to the north connected with the affairs of 


the firm. 
NICHOLAS GRAY. 


Srate or Misstssirr1, Adams County: 


Personally appeared before the undersigned justice of the peace for said county Nicholas Gray, and 


made oath that the within statement is true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
NICHOLAS GRAY. 


Sworn to and subscribed hefore me December 26, 1823. 
JAMES CARSON, Justice of the Peace. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





I certify that Mr. Gabriel Winter was a partner of mine in the commercial business from the month 
of August, 1819, to December, 1821; and in the month of May or June, in the latter year, he went on to 


Philadelphia on business of the concern, and returned sometime in the month of November, same year. 
WM. MOORE. 


NatcHez, December 26, 1823. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182°. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





DoNnaLDSONVILLE, Louisiana, January 6, 1824. 


Sm: Having been informed by Mr. Wailes that he had been instructed by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to pay to Mr. Winter, late principal deputy surveyor, the salary attached to that 
office from the date of my appointment to the office until about the last of March ensuing, on the affidavit 
of Mr. Winter, and to deduct the same which had been previously paid to me from my accounts, I feel 
constrained to address you in relation to it, and to transmit the enclosed copies of letters and certificates, 
from which I think it will appear evident that a more palpable perjury and fraud has seldom, if ever, been 
committed against the United States, or more injustice done towards one of its officers. 

I beg leave to state that in the winter of 182] I was on a visit to Washington city, being at that 
time an applicant for a civil appointment; while there a letter was received, I think, sometime in the 
month of March or April, 1821, by Mr. Meigs, late commissioner, from Mr. Freeman, late surveyor, stating 
that the office of principal deputy surveyor for this district was vacant. Upon the suggestion of Colonel 
Bomford I became a candidate for the office, and on my wishes being made known to Mr. Monroe, he 
directed Mr. Meigs to inform Mr. Freeman that it was his wish that I should be appointed to the office, (a 
copy of which letter I enclose herewith.) Upon the receipt of this letter by Mr. Freeman he forwarded 
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to me the letter of appointment, under date of May 24, 1821, (a copy of which is enclosed,) which I 
accepted. I did not, however, leave New York until the month of October following, and took passage 
from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, for Natchez; but, in consequence of the lowness of the waters, I did not 
arrive there until the January following, when I heard of the death of Mr. Freeman, and was therefore 
compelled to remain at Natchez until the appointment of his successor. On the arrival of Mr. Wailes I 
received my instructions, (an extract from which I enclose herewith,) under date of March 19, 1822, 
eleven days previous to the time Mr. Winter swears that he was performing the duties of the office, when, 
at the same time, he was at Natchez, transacting business as a merchant. 

The certificates of Messrs. Gray and Robinson, late clerks in the surveyor’s office, clearly show that 
Mr. Winter was neither in commission nor acting as principal deputy in any way; while the certificate of 
Mr. Moore, his partner, proves that, during the time he has sworn that he was acting as principal deputy, 
he was absent at Philadelphia for several months upon business connected with the firm. Many other 
certificates can be obtained in that place, as well as from claimants in this district, showing that Mr. 
Winter neither resided nor kept an office in the district during the time that he has sworn that he was 
performing the duties. At the time I received the salary in question from Mr. Wailes, Mr. Winter pro- 
posed to me to divide it with him, (Mr. Wailes having refused to pay him after the date of my appoint- 
ment, knowing that he had not been in service subsequent to that time,) stating that he had preserved 
the books and papers of the office, but did not pretend that he had performed any of the duties; for this 
would have been too absurd, where the falsity of such an assertion could so easily be proved. I, however, 
objected to any division, alleging that it was customary, in all departments of the government, for the 
salary to commence from the date of the appointment, and that sum would scarcely defray the expenses 
of my journey from New York to Natchez, and the expenses incurred while compelled to remain there. Mr. 
Winter acceded to the justice of my remarks, and expressed his willingness that I should draw the salary, 
saying that he should claim a compensation for having preserved the books and papers of the office. I 
will now state in what manner those books and papers were preserved. On my arrival in this place I 
found them in a house belonging to the estate of the late Major Freeman, in which resided the overseer. 
They were crowded into a couple of drawers in a cupboard, and appeared as if they had not been disturbed 
in more than a twelvemonth, all the maps and plans having been more or less injured by insects, and 
many of them rendered entirely useless. A great number of the field notes of surveys made in the district 
were missing, and not even the evidence of a scratch of the pen to show that Mr. Winter had ever done 
any duty, or that any surveys had been made in the district, or duties performed in the office, subsequent 
to the death of Mr. Gilbert, the former incumbent. Mr. Wailes informed me that he had written to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, under date of November 9, 1822, stating his reasons for paying 
me the salary which Mr. Winter has since received, to which letter I would also beg leave to refer you. 
I also enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Major Freeman to Mr. Meigs, dated June 5, 1821, wherein 
he states that Captain Winter, who last had charge of the office, paid but little attention to it; from which 
I think that nothing can be more plain than that Captain Winter was not then in commission, although 
he swears he was, until the first of April following; but Mr. Winter never expected that a copy of his 
oath would have been sent to Mr. Wailes; if he had, he never would have dared to have been guilty of so 
barefaced a perjury; and although his conduct and principles have for a long time been the subject of 
much animadversion, he has, by this act, fully disclosed the depravity of his heart, and will, I trust, meet 
with that punishment which deliberate guilt so justly deserves. . 

It is with much regret, sir, that I have felt myself constrained to intrude upon your time; but 
believing, as I do, that it is a duty every man owes to society to expose to merited castigation every 
offender who is so base or so unprincipled as to rob another of his property, and feeling that from you 
alone I can only hope for that justice which is due to me, I have thus been induced to encroach upon your 
time, for which I trust the subject will plead my apology. I would also beg leave to add that if any 
doubts should exist as to the expediency of instituting a suit upon the documents I forward herewith, I 
will produce others that cannot leave a doubt upon the minds of the most sceptical that he has been 
guilty of a most wilful and deliberate perjury. 

With sentiments of profound respect, I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
JOHN WILSON, Principal Deputy Surveyor. 

Hon. Ws. H. Crawrorp, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182°. 


A true copy from the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, March 2, 1284. 


Sir: Your letter and its enclosures have been received and submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury 


for his consideration. 
The enclosed letter to Mr. Wailes will advise you of the decision made by him, and the course which 


will be pursued in relation to Mr. Winter. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Joun Witson, Esq., Principal Deputy Surveyor, Donaldsonville, Louisiana. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the original document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





Genera Lanp Orrice, November 17, 1826. 


The Commissioner of the General Land Office has the honor to return to the Secretary of the Treasury 
the letter of Mr. Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor, bearing date November 1, 1826, and the papers 
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accompanying the same, and, in compliance with the request of the Secretary, submits the following 
remarks on each item of the charges contained in Mr. Wilson’s account. 

The first item is a charge for $487 77, on account of salary which he claims for a period previous to hig 
entering on the duties of his office, and previous to any actual appointment. This question was submitted 
to Mr. Crawford in August, 1823, and, by his directions, the instructions contained in my letter of August 8, 
1823, (a copy of which is enclosed,) were given. From subsequent informatiog there was reason to 
believe that Mr. Winter, although in possession of the papers and records of the office, had performed no 
duties which entitled him to the salary; and, by direction of Mr. Crawford, the letter of February 25, 1824, 
was written to Mr. Wailes, (see the letter among the papers submitted by Mr. Wilson.) This letter con- 
firms the instructions of August 8, 1823, so far as it respects the claim of Mr. Wilson to the salary. In 
giving this decision Mr. Crawford was guided by the general practice of the Treasury Department. With 
respect to Mr. Winter, he subsequently produced some letters from Colonel Freeman, which induced Mr, 
Crawford to agree to submit to Messrs. Williams and Rankin the question as to the period to which Mr, 
Winter was entitled to the salary; but the papers were returned without a decision. 

The second item is for $144, on account of travelling expenses incurred in going to and in returning 
from Washington. Charges of this nature have been admitted by the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury, on the sanction of the Secretary of the Treasury. This sanction has never been, I believe, given 
but in one instance, and that was in the case of Mr. Wilson himself, and was founded on the certificate of 
the surveyor, Mr. Wailes, then in office. 

The third and fourth items are for charges which can be admitted by the First Auditor of the Treasury, 
in the regular course of the adjustment of the surveyor’s accounts, on the exhibition of the necessary 
vouchers. 

The fifth item is for visiting different parts of his district and examining the work of the deputy 
surveyor. Ihave no recollection that any such charge has ever been made by any principal deputy 
surveyor except Mr. Wilson, and there is no instance within my knowledge in which such a charge has 
been admitted. 

The sixth and seventh items are charges for his salary, and interest thereon, from the period of his 
dismissal from office by Mr. Davis to the first instant, on the ground that Mr. Davis had no right to dismiss 
him without the sanction of the President. If that sanction had been necessary it was given by the 
approval of Mr. Turner’s appointment, who succeeded Mr. Wilson; but I presume that no such sanction 
was necessary, as the ninth section of the act of April 21, 1816, gives this particular appointment exclu- 


sively to the surveyor of the lands south of Tennessee, by whom Mr. Wilson was dismissed. 
I am, very, &c., GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Ricuarp Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Copy of endorsement on the envelope of certain papers now printed, which were submitted to the Hon. 
William H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, and which are referred to in letter to Joseph Anderson, 
esq., Comptroller, January 11, 1827. 


On the receipt of the enclosed papers, Mr. Wailes was instructed to call upon Mr. Winter to refund 


the money paid him. 
It appears to me from those papers, as well as the letter from Colonel Freeman to Mr. Winter, which 


he has himself exhibited, particularly the letter of March 6, 1821, that Mr. W. is not entitled to receive 
salary beyond the month of March, 1821. 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the original document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 11, 1827. 


Sm: I now return the papers in relation to the accounts of Mr. Wilson which were referred by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to this office on the 10th instant, with directions to report to the Comptroller 
agreeably to the 9th section of the act of April 25, 1812. It may be proper to state that under the 9th 
section of the act referred to no accounts are audited at this office except those of the receivers of the 
land offices. 

In relation to Mr. Wilson’s claim for salaries prior to entering on the duties of the office of principal 
deputy surveyor, I can only say that it has been twice submitted to Mr. Crawford, who decided against 
it, and once to the present Secretary of the Treasury, who, it is understood, gave a similar decision. 

Although it is intimated in an “expose” accompanying the papers now submitted in behalf of Mr. 
Wilson that the whole case was not. before Mr. Crawford at the time he gave his instructions, it is never- 
theless believed that every material paper now submitted was before him, particularly at the period of 
his last decision. ; 

The papers then before him were the letter of Mr. Wilson to the Secretary of the Treasury, dated 
January 6, 1824, and the papers numbered from No. 1 to No. 4, in black ink, contained in the envelope 
marked A, submitted from this office. The endorsement on that envelope was made when the papers 
were submitted to Messrs. Williams and Rankin, as referred to in a former report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, marked B. 

The general principles which regulate the auditing the accounts in this office in relation to salaries is 
to allow the salary from the period at which the duties commence. The date of the bond or oath of office, 
therefore, regulates the period from which the salary commences. This general rule is not deviated from 
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except by directions through your office. In conformity, therefore, to these rules, the claim of Mr. Wilson 
for salary previous to entering on the duties of his office cannot be admitted. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 





GEO. GRAHAM. 
JoserH ANDERSON, Esq., First Comptroller Treasury Department. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


A true copy of the document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





GeneraL Lanp Orricr, January 12, 1827. 


Sir: Since the report was made to you yesterday in relation to the claim of Mr. Wilson for salary, I 
have examined the records of this office to ascertain upon what authority it was stated that Mr. McLean 
had given a decision in favor of Mr. Wilson’s claim, and I find the letters of which the enclosed are copies. 

Whether those letters were submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury or not I have no recollection; 
but whether they were or were not is altogether immaterial. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, : 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


JosepH AnpERSON, Esq., First Comptroller of the Treasury. 


Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 182'T. 


A true copy of the original document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register Treasury United States. 





On the third charge, Mr. Graham referred to the deposition of the Hon. Mr. Wilson. 
On the fourth charge, Mr. Graham submitted the following letters, and referred to the testimony of 
Mr. Wood: 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Mississippi, January 5, 1825. 


Sm: The letter and other papers which you will receive herewith having been sent to the post office 
a few minutes too late for the last mail, I have withdrawn the packet to-day in order to enclose the copy 
of a letter since received from Mr. Harper. Having understood from Mr. Turner, a deputy surveyor just 
from Donaldsonville, that Mr. Wilson had, in his abuse of Mr. Harper, Mr. Lyman, and myself, charged 
us with having combined for the purpose of swindling the government and individuals, I confess I was 
surprised on receiving Mr. Harper’s letter, which is the first he has ever written to me in the course of 
eighteen years that we have been partially acquainted. The copy of Mr. Harper’s letter is communicated 
without permission, under an impression that it is proper to do so. 

Respecting the propriety of a register’s receiving certain fees, as mentioned by Mr. Harper, I have 
not made myself sufficiently acquainted with the subject to form an opinion upon it; but I am certain 
that demands for copies of plats frequently made upon this office are improper, and should be made at the 
register’s office, who, in my opinion, ought to be entitled to receive fees for them; or suppose, for instance, 
that Mr. Ruffin had had a right to demand, at this office, a certified copy of his neighbor’s plat on the 22d 
of September last, he would have had an equal right to ask for a second one on the next day, &c., forever; 
and if Mr. Ruffin had such a right, every other man in the community must have had a similar and equal 
right; and if so, what time would be left for myself and the clerks in this office to attend to other duties? 
It appears to me self-evident that the register here ought to be authorized to attend to these inquiries, 
and to charge fees; in which cases there could be no impropriety in a copy of the same plat of surveys 
being issued or furnished daily. Before I came into office those demands were answered, and fees 
charged for them, by my immediate predecessor; and as I have reprobated the practice, 1 am persuaded 
that I have been frequently harassed by his friends, who have been sent here for the purpose, among 
whom Mr. Ruffin is believed to have been one. 

I must beg that you will be so good as to instruct me on this subject. After a plat has been 
furnished to the register, and another to the General Land Office, I am desirous of knowing how many, 
and under what circumstances, others may be demanded at this office as a matter of right. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 


GrorcE Granam, Esq., Commissioner of General Land Office, Washington City. 





New Orteans, December 31, 1824. 


Sir: Mr. J. Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor, is now in the city. He says you have denounced 
me as a “damned rascal and a drunkard,” alleging that I ought to be deprived of my office, and requesting 
him (Wilson) to exhibit charges against me; and I think he said that you observed you either had or 
would prefer charges against me. Now, I cannot believe all this, even on the supposition that you had 
received false impressions in relation to me; yet I think it proper to inform ypu of what this man has 
said, and request that you will reply to this letter. I have understood that he has exhibited charges 
against me to the General Land Commissioner, but of what nature they are I am not yet apprised, but 
suppose, from some remarks of his, that he has accused me of taking fees from applicants for their appli- 
cations. The law has always made it the duty of persons applying either for the enregistering of lands 
or for their purchase to deliver to the register a written notice or application to, that effect. Whenever any 
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person produced to me a written notice, either drawn by himself or any other person, I never charged 
him a cent, except sometimes for a certificate and recording fees; but when, as was often the case, the 
party applied to me to write his notice, I charge him for it, as I had a right to do, it being nv part of m 
duty as register to write his notice. And this has been the invariable custom both in the time of the 
commissioners and in that of my predecessor. But if Mr. Wilson charges me with having taken illegal 
fees as register, he states what is untrue, and cannot support the allegation without the aid of bribery 
and perjury. ; 

As to my having charged for writing notices, he and everybody else who had anything to do in that 
way were long since acquainted. He knew the reason and propriety, too, of the charge, and never would 
have resorted to the means he has if it had not been to revenge himself on me for a supposed injury I had 
done him in one or two of my communications to the General Land Commissioner. He accuses me, also, 
of having had a considerable agency in procuring the appointment of Mr. Lyman as principal deputy. 
That you know to be entirely groundless. May I request a speedy answer? 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL H. HARPER. 
GeorcE Davis, Esq., Surveyor General. 


[This letter has been answered, and a copy of the answer will probably be sent, at a time of more 
leisure, to the General Land Office. I never have spoken a disrespectful or unfriendly word of Mr. Harper 
in my life—never having had a cause to doso. G.D.] - 





Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., January 28, 1825. 


Sir: Your note, handed me a few days since, respecting a demand against the government for 
surveying done by you sometime past in the southeastern district of Louisiana, having been mislaid, I 
will thank you to furnish me with another, in which you are requested to state, explicitly, the causes of the 
delays you seem to have experienced in rendering an account for that work and having it liquidated. 

I shall be very candid with you: I have heard you mention circumstances in relation to your employ- 
ment, under the direction of Mr. Wilson, which has had its due influence in removing him from the office 
of principal deputy surveyor of that district, and this is merely to ask of you to state in writing what 
you have incidentally stated to me and others verbally respecting what you know of the conduct of Mr. 
Wilson as principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, The subject, I know, is an 
unpleasant one; but justice to the government, as well as to individuals, requires that the truth should 
be told. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 


Joun B. Peyton, Esq., Deputy Surveyor, present. 


A true copy. 
F. WOOD, 
LEOLIN “ravion | Clerks. 





Wasuineton, January 31, 1825. 


Sir: In your note of the 28th instant I am requested “to state, explicitly, the causes of the delays 
which I have experienced in rendering an account, and having it liquidated, for surveying done in the 
southeastern district of Louisiana” Iam also requested “to state in writing what I have incidentally 
stated verbally respecting the conduct of Mr. Wilson as principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern 
district of Louisiana.” I will answer your first request as follows: 

In the year 1822 I surveyed several tracts of land, (generally denominated “double concessions,” ) 
and returned them to the office of Mr. Wilson, principal deputy surveyor. There is among them a tract of 
land surveyed for the widow Roman. In making the survey of this tract I found the back line would run 
through a deep cypress swamp. In my certificate of the survey returned to Mr. Wilson’s office I explicitly 
stated the land over which the back line would pass to be impassable. 

In June, 1823, I returned another parcel of claims of the same kind. The last returns were made on 
better paper than the first, and the necessary certificates printed. Mr. Wilson insisted on my copying my 
first returns on the same kind of paper, which I readily consented to do. But the claim of the widow 
Roman, he said, must be represented as closed on the ground, alleging, as his reason for having done so, 
that a very important lawsuit was likely to be instituted by the owner of the adjoining land, and he had 
promised to obtain a patent for the widow Roman’s land as soon as practicable, which, he said, could not 
be issued unless the survey was represented as closed. He also stated that the principal deputy surveyor 
of the southwestern district had informed him that such was the common practice when surveys could not 
be actually closed. I made the copy as he requested, and returned it folded in the original. The survey 
was approved, and the distance on the back line Mr. Wilson thought proper to put in my account against 
the government, amounting in all to $317 39, stating, as his reason for so doing, that it had been the 
practice in the southwestern district to pay for the back lines of double concessions when the course and 
distance were found by calculation, and the lines could not be actually surveyed. This was done, he said, 
in consideration of the surveyors frequently being obliged to resurvey the division line between the front 
and back concessions, for which he could not be paid. 

I receipted triplicate accounts, and received of Mr. Wilson a draft on your predecessor in office for 
the amount. Mr. Wailestefused to pay the draft until one of the accounts, accompanied by a plat of each 
survey, was returned to his office. This Mr. Wilson refused to do, alleging that ] had presented a false 
account against government. The back line of the widow Roman’s claim was the item to which he 
attached fraud. It was not at my instance that item was inserted in my account. It was ushered in by 
a peculiar kind of art, familiar only to such men as Mr. Wilson, when they have some villanous scheme 
in view. 
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In answer to your request respecting the conduct of Mr. Wilson while in office, I feel it my duty to 
state the following facts: When I first reported myself to Mr. Wilson as a deputy surveyor in his district, 
he assigned to Mr. Milo Johnson and myself the surveying of all the double concessions in the parishes of 
St. James, St. John the Baptist, and St. Charles, on both sides of the Mississippi river. He told us that 
he had determined on charging each claimant ten dollars for a certified plat of his land. We were 
instructed, verbally, as soon as we made a survey, to furnish the claimant with a plat, and tell him it was 
necessary to go with it to Lafourche and obtain the principal deputy surveyor’s certificate to it, for which 
he would have to pay ten dollars. The first time I saw Mr. Wilson after I had commenced work, he was 
anxious to know the cause of no claimants having called on him with their plats. I answered that they 
were not willing to go with them to his office, being a distance of thirty miles. He then proposed that, 
when I had completed a survey, I should send it to him by mail, when he would approve it and return it 
in the same manner; on the receipt of which I was to demand of the claimant his fee, ($10.) This conver- 
sation took place in the neighborhood where I was then at work; after which he went to a number of the 
inhabitants and told them that the surveys made by me would not be valid without his approval, for which 
he should charge each of them ten dollars, and induced them to believe that the surveys would not be 
approved until he received his fee. The claimants called on me soon after to know if the law justified 
such a demand? I told them it did not. From my having thus refused to become the tool of Mr. Wilson 

_in extorting money from the inhabitants, (and not his villanous assertion of fraud,) was the only reasons 
he had for withholding my accounts, knowing that, by so doing, I should experience some pecuniary 
embarrassments; and, probably, he thought to blast the reputation of one who had too much knowledge of 
his own villany. It is a notorious fact that Mr. Wilson has charged as high as twenty dollars for a copy 
of one claim; and he once charged a man, who was both ignorant and poor, sixty dollars for having a 
short front line and one side line measured, not more than ten arpents in length. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. PEYTON, D. 8S. 
Gro. Davis, Esq., Surveyor General. 


A true copy. —— 


LEOLIN STAYTON, f Clerks. 





On the fifth charge Mr. Graham submitted the following papers: 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


In pursuance of the provisions of an act of Congress approved on April 20, 1818, entitled “ An act 
authorizing the disposal of certain lots of public ground in the city of New Orleans and town of Mobile,” 
it is hereby ordered that the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans shall expose to public 
sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the building formerly appropriated by 
the United States to the use of a naval arsenal, together with the ground occupied by the said building, 
and its appurtenances. 

There will also be exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, and in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the act above quoted, six certain lots of ground situated in the city of New Orleans, designated 
on the official plat of survey, filed in the office of the register of the land office, as numbers thirteen, fourteen, 
fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, binding on the Rue de l’Hospital, and fronting on the Rue de 
Conde, which ground has been relinquished to the United States by the Ursuline nuns of the said city. 

There will also be exposed to public sale, at the same time and place, a piece of ground belonging to 
the United States, situate in the same square as the lots above designated, being three feet and nine inches 
wide by one hundred and twenty feet deep. 

It is further ordered that, at the same time and place, the said register and receiver shall expose to 
public sale the following lots of land, situate on the Bayou Gros Téte, in the district of lands offered for 
sale at New Orleans, viz: 

Lots numbered from seven to ninety-four, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the east side of the 
said bayou. 

Lots numbered from one to twenty-five, inclusive of both numbers, situate on the west side of the said 
bayou. Also, a second range of lots situate on the east side of the said bayou, numbered from one to 
thirteen, inclusive of both numbers. 

The sale will commence on the first Monday in January next, and will be continued until the whole 
of the property shall have been offered. 

The lots on Bayou Gros Téte, appropriated for the benefit ef schools, will be excluded from sale. 

Given under my hand, at the city of Washington, this fifth day of August, A. D. 1826. 

: J. Q. ADAMS. 
By the President: 
G. Grauam, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


GENERAL Lanp Orrice, August 5, 1826. 


By direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in virtue of the provisions of the act of Congress 
passed May 15, 1826, entitled “An act for the sale of a house and lot in New Orleans, and a storehouse 
at the quarantine ground in Louisiana,” the register and receiver of the land office at New Orleans will 
offer at public sale, to the highest bidder, on the first Monday in January next, the house and lot in Royal 
street, in Sag city of New Orleans, heretofore used for the district court of the United States. 

y order: 
GEORGE GRAHAM, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Printers of the laws of the United States in the States of Mississippi and Louisiana will insert the 
above once a week until the day of sale. 
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Extract of a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office to S. H. Harper, register at New Orleans, 
Louisiana, dated September 19, 1823. 


“The private claims on the Bayou Darbonne having been granted on account of the settlement prin- 
cipally, I presume that there is no danger as to interference with them. It is possible, though I think not 
probable, that there may be some old grants on the Bayou Gros Téte which may interfere with the lands 
proclaimed for sale. This should be inquired into previous to the sale.” 

I certify that the above extract is correctly taken from vol. 10, page 302, of the letter-book of the 
General Land Office. 

JNO. H. BAKER, Clerk to Commissioner of Public Lands, 





House or Representatives, March 27, 1826. 


Str: I have the honor to enclose you a petition from several citizens of Louisiana settled on the public 
lands on the Bayou Gros Téte, which were advertised for sale some months since, but which, it appears, 
were not offered at public sale, which prevents the petitioners from now purchasing them at private sale. 

The circumstances under which these settlements were made, the losses the petitioners have sustained 
in consequence thereof, and the labor they have expended on these lands are fully, and I believe accurately, 
stated in their petition. It was enclosed to me by the honorable John Dutton, judge of the parish of Iber- 
ville, and residing at Plaquemine, in said parish, a gentleman of the first respectability, and who is 
intimately acquainted with our land claims, and the situation of the public domain in Louisiana. He 
represents it as very desirable that the public lands in that quarter should be speedily disposed of. 
Agreeing with him in opinion, and believing it for the interest of the government as well as of the citizens 
of Louisiana that the public lands in a situation to be offered for sale should be speedily brought into 
market, I have to request that a sale of the lands belonging to the United States, on said bayou, may be 
ordered to take place as soon as may meet the convenience of the department. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


H. H. GURLEY. 
GrorcE GranaM, Esq. 





RectstEr’s Orrice, New Orleans, April 29, 1826. 


Sir: Yours of the 29th ultimo has been received, and I now have the honor of enclosing you another 
list of the lots which were not offered for sale under the proclamation of August 11, 1823. A former list 
was sent under date of the 16th of September last. The public lots prepared for sale in this district all 
lie on the west side of the Mississippi, and parallel thereto, from Atchafalaya to near the mouth of La- 
fourche. In point of soil, I am told they are all nearly equal, and not very unequally distant from the 
Mississippi. I therefore cannot advise any particular portion to be offered to the exclusion of others. 
Some bayous are better known perhaps than others, but which they are I am unable to say. But, as I 
have on former occasions said, I do not think they will in any reasonable time command upon an average 
more than the minimum price. I think the month of Noventber would be an inauspicious time to offer 
lands for sale in New Orleans. That, unfortunately, is often a sickly month here, in which few people 
like to venture into the city. I would suggest the early part or middle of January in preference; that is 
the season when the cotton planters and others most frequent the city. 

In relation to the public lots in New Orleans which are undisputed, I will mention four: Ist. Six lots 
obtained from the Ursuline nuns, by compromise, under the authority of the department. 2d. The navy 
arsenal, authorized to be sold by an act of Congress of April 20,1818. 3d. The house and lot formerly 
occupied by the district court of the United States in Royal street. And 4th. A large square parallel to 
the custom-house, and bounded by Canal; Commerce, Magazine, and Levee streets. The last-mentioned 
piece of ground is very valuable owing to its proximity to the river, and being in the most commercial 
part of the city. The navy arsenal is also valuable, being opposite and contiguous to the principal market- 
house. The surveyor has never furnished me with the plats of any of the above-described lots, but I have 
reason to believe that the plats of the two former pieces of ground have been transmitted to your office. 
If any or all of these lots should be offered for sale I would advise that they be offered also in January. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMWL H. HARPER. 
GerorcE Granau, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


The following is an account of the public lots not offered for sale under the President’s proclamation 
of August 11, 1823. By comparing this list with that contained in the proclamation, there can be no 
difficulty in ascertaining the lots to be proclaimed hereafter. I follow the order observed in the proclamation. 

Of the lots on the west side of the Bayou Depassou, twenty-six in number, from No. 1 to No. 9, 
inclusive, only were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Latorache, thirty-three in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Latorache, thirty-seven in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Fordocke, sixty-six in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Fordocke, eighty-one in number, none were offered. 

" Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Gros Téte, ninety-four in number, from No. 1 to No. 6, inclusive, 
only were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Gros Téte, eighty-one in number, from No. 1 to No. 25, inclusive, 
were not offered; the remainder were. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Gros Téte, (second range, ) thirteen in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on Bayou Marangoin, east side, thirty-one in number, none were offered. 
Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Marangoin, sixty-one in number, none were offered. 
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Of the lots on the east side of the Atchafalaya and south of the Big Fork, twelve in number, none, 
except No. 1, were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Atchafalaya and Bear Bayou, sixteen in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Atchafalaya and west of Cow island, three in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the north side of Bayou Alabama, eight in number, none were offered 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Alabama, twenty-two in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Alabama and west of Tortoise Bayou, fifty-one in number, none, 
except No. 1, were offered. 

Of the lots on the north side of Bayou Goula, fourteen in number, all were offered. 

Of the lots on the south side of Bayou Goula, fourteen in number, all were offered. 

Of the lots on the north and east side of the Barras or Barrow’s Bayou, twenty-seven in number, none 
were offered. 

Of the lots on the scuth and west side of same bayou, thirty-five in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the north side of Cow Bayou, fifty-nine in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the south side of Cow Bayou, forty-two in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the south and east side of Bayou Black, from forty-five to one hundred and forty-three 
in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Black, from eighty-five to one hundred and thirty-seven in 
number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Buffalo, forty-seven in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Buffalo, forty-two in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Big Caillon, fifty in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Big Caillon, fifty in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east of Little Caillon, eighty-four in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Little Caillon, one hundred and five in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the east side of Bayou Darbonne, fourteen in number, none were offered. 

Of the lots on the west side of Bayou Darbonne, fourteen in number, none were offered. 

Nore.—All the lots on the west side of Bayou Gros Téte which were offered, viz: from twenty-six to 
eighty-one, have been entered and sold at private sale. Also, all those on the north side of Bayou Goula, 
except No. 14, have been sold; and those on the south side of Bayou Goula, with the exception of Nos. 2, 
10, 11, 18, and 14, have been sold. All the others offered for sale have not yet been entered. 

The lots reserved for the use of schools in the order proclaimed for sale are— 

No. 10, east side of Bayou Latorache; No. 13, west side of Bayou Latorache; Nos. 12 and 48, east 
side of Bayou Fordocke; Nos. 18 and 54, west side of Bayou Fordocke; Nos. 9, 45, and 81, east side of 
Bayou Gros Téte; Nos. 23 and 59, west side of Bayou Gros Téte; No. 1, east side of Bayou Marangoin; 
Nos. 6 and 42, west side of Bayou Marangoin; No. 5, east side of Atchafalaya; No. 14, west side of 
Bayou Alabama; No. 28, east side of Bayou Alabama; No. 18, north side of Bayou Goula; No. 21, north 
and east side of Bayou Barras; No. 30, south and west side of Bayou Barras; No. 31, north side of Cow 
Bayou; No. 12, south side of Cow Bayou; Nos. 50, 86, and 122, southeast side of Bayou Black; Nos. 99 
and 135, west side of Bayou Black; No. 34, east side of Bayou Buffalo; No. 23, west side of Bayou 
Buffalo; No. 17, east side of Big Caillon; Nos. 3 and 39, west side of Big Caillon; Nos. 25 and 61, east 
side of Little Caillon; Nos. 13, 49, and 85, west side of Little Caillon; No. 2, west side of Bayou Dar- 
bonne. In all, thirty-eight lots and a fraction of twelve remaining, being every thirty-sixth lot. 

SAM. H. HARPER, Register. 








On the sixth charge, Mr. Graham referred to the testimony of R. King. 
On the charges Nos. 7 and 8, Mr. Graham referred to the testimony of Mr. Moore, Mr. Wood, and Mr. 
S. D. King; to the letter of January 11, 1827, to Joseph Anderson, esq., First Comptroller, filed under the 


second charge, and to the following papers: - 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 21, 1826. 


Sm: The return of those letters now in your possession, which were loaned you on the 10th day of 
May last, and which you have so repeatedly promised to return to this office, are now demanded to be 
brought back without delay. They are the letters of George Davis, esq., to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, and dated Fabruary 17, 1825, February 22, 1825, March 18, 1825, January 21, 1825, 
May 27, 1825, February 5, 1825, January 3 and 5, 1826, and a letter from G. Davis, not dated. 

Yours, &e., GEO. GRAHAM. 


Mr. Jonn Wuson, City of Washington. 


° 'Geverat Lanp Orrice, January 12, 1821. 


Sir: Mr. Wilson not having yet returned all the original papers which, under your sanction, were 
placed in his hands on the 11th of May last, I deem it proper to submit for your information the enclosed 
copy of a letter addressed to him on the 21st of December. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., GEO. GRAHAM. 


Hon. R. Rusu, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Treasury Department, September 21, 1825. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of charges touching your official conduct which 
have been transmitted to this department by John Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor of the eastern 
district of Louisiana, and have to request that you will, as early as convenient, furnish such explana- 
tions in relation to said charges as may be necessary and proper. 
Tam, &c., RICHARD RUSH. 
GrorcEe Davis, Esq., Surveyor General, Washington, Mississippi. 
Treasury Department, February 21, 1827. 
I certify that the foregoing is a correct copy from the records of this department. 
EDWARD JONES, Chief Clerk. 
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Surveyor’s Orricr, Washington, Miss., February 4, 1826. 


Sm: About the middle of October last I received a note from the honorable Secretary of the 
Treasury, dated the 21st of the preceding month, under cover, with two sheets of foolscap, containing 
sundry slanderous falsehoods, which the accompanying note informed me were copies of charges trans. 
mitted to the Treasury Department ‘“ by John Wilson, late principal deputy surveyor of the eastern district 
of Louisiana;” and J was requested to furnish, as early as convenient, such facts or explanations in rela- 
tion to the said charges as might be deemed necessary and proper. 

As there were no specifications transmitted with the charges, an omission which left me utterly at a 
loss, in most cases, to know or conjecture what was meant by the fabrication, I could think of no mode of 
more likely conforming to the wishes of the honorable Secretary than that of sending to the General Land 
Office a transcript of my correspondence with, and in relation to, the office of principal deputy surveyor 
of that district, for the information of the Treasury Department. You will accordingly receive herewith 
copies and extracts of letters numbered from one to sixty, as also one marked A, which will furnish all 
the information within my power as regards my official conduct in relation to the southeastern district of 
Louisiana. 

The whole correspondence is not communicated, but I have not intentionally or knowingly withheld 
any part that could be useful towards the compliance with the wishes of the honorable Secretary. In a 
few instances you will find copies enclosed of entire letters when extracts only would have been suffi- 
cient; and in a few others the clerks, in making extracts, have transcribed more than was necessary or than 
had been intended. These have been accidents resulting from mistakes in them; and I have not thought 
it necessary to detain them from other business in correcting them. If copies of the entire letters should 
be wished for in any cases where extracts only are furnished, or should Messrs. Ripley and Wilson point 
out any that are withheld, and which they may think might be useful to their cause, you will only have 
to demand copies of: them and they shall be transmitted. On many of the enclosed transcripts you will 
find explanatory notes, which may prove useful. 

Your letter of December 19, 1825, came duly to hand, but indisposition and other causes have 
prevented an earlier acknowledgment of it. I beg you to accept my acknowledgments and thanks for 
the full and satisfactory instructions which it communicates on several points. The idea expressed in 
my letter of the 16th of the preceding month, that in locating private claims it might be somewhat 
preferable to assign them determinate depths, with such indefinite widths as should take in the required 
quantities, was occasioned by my having observed that, in decisions of the old board of commissioners, 
they had assumed such a principle in cases where the quantity of the grant was fixed, while its par- 
ticular dimensions had been left by the original grant less definite. 

In noticing that part of your letter which informs me of General Ripley’s having lent his name in 
support of his charge against me, in the name of Wilson, of improperly appointing Fletcher a deputy 
surveyor, I would beg leave to remind you that I had long previously informed you that Ripley was 
Wilson’s counsel. That he, in his professional capacity, drew up and was co-author of the falsehoods 
contained in the charges against me, exhibited in the name of Wilson, there can be no doubt. Of such 
men as Ripley or Wilson only was it to have been expected, therefore, that the invention of falsehoods, 
the drawing of them up in form as charges, and the impudence of coming forward as a witness to 
substantiate them, were to be exhibited as the acts of the same individual. All conjecture aside on this 
subject, there can be scarcely a doubt but that the mere relation of counsel in which Ripley stands to 
Wilson in this case, when the circumstances are viewed in all their bearings, would exclude him as a 
competent witness in a court of justice. For, as the government is in no manner concerned about the 
character of Fletcher, (he having executed no surveying under his appointment,) except in so far as my 
cyaracter might be implicated, in consequence of making an improper appointment, Ripley’s officiousness 
must have for its object my removal from office; the effects of which upon the minds of a New Orleans 
jevy in the trial of Wilson’s suit against me may well be imagined. These facts and considerations, 
together with others which I shall notice presently, exhibit Ripley in the several incompatible capa- 
cities of plaintiff, accuser, counsel, and witness., 

I believe it is not an uncommon case in New Orleans, more than elsewhere, however disreputable it 
may be considered in a legal view for an attorney, in want of employment, when undertaking a snit for a 
plaintiff in a doubtful case, or when his client is unable to advance a fee, to agree to depend for a remu- 
neration upon the issue of the suit about to be instituted. As this was precisely the situation of the 
counsel and his client, I am quite as free from doubt of these being the terms upon which Ripley insti- 
tuted the suit against me in February last, in the name of John Wilsongas I am deficient of positive proof 
of this supposed fact. This, if admitted, furnishes a clue to Ripley’s subsequent mo¥ements. He com- 
mences a suit which he permits to lie dormant until, by the invention of falsehoods in the form of charges 
against me, which he modestly attempts to substantiate by the loan of his great name, he hopes to have 
me removed from office, correctly enough calculating upon the powerful effect it would be likely to have 
upon a New Orleans jury in giving credit to such false testimony as he might introduce, thus corroborated 
by an act of government, and in awarding damages for the imaginary injuries for which Wilson and 
Ripley pretend to be seeking redress. 

Without ever seeking, procuring, or caring to procure, a personal acquaintance with General Ripley, 
after he had left the army and settied in New Orleans, there was none more warmly his friend, owing to 
the good conduct attributed to him during the late war, than myself. I and some others used to vote for 
him with great regularity when he was thought of as a candidate for the legislature, while the general 
mass of the population of New Orleans rejected him with apparent horror. By long-continued attacks in 
a newspaper, of which he was the reputed editor, upon the French part of the population of Louisiana in 
consequence of their refusing to vote for him, he drew from another paper an exposition of his character 
previous to his joining the army. Owing to this, and some little low shifts to which pecuniary embar- 
rassments had continued to drive him, he became with me a doubtful character, until my doubts were 
removed by the falsehoods contained in his petition to the court with which he commenced the suit 
against me in Wilson’s name, mentioned to you in my letter of February 17, 1825. Ripley’s ideas of an 
attorney’s duty to his client, the suit referred to being taken as an exemplification, if put into words, 
might be taken as a paraphrase on tliose of the celebrated English advocate Brougham. The latter seemed 
to think it the duty of a lawyer faithfully to defend his client at even the hazard of bringing down upon 
himself the vengeance of a King. Ripley seems to think that it is the duty of an attorney out of business 
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to become the partner of a pauper in an action for pretended damages, and to invent falsehoods, and to 
offer himself as a witness in support of his own suit. 

At an interview had with General Ripley in the office of the district attorney in New Orleans a few 
days after the suit on behalf of the government had been instituted against Wilson, he inquired of me 
the particular causes of Wilson’s removal from office; some of which I enumerated, such as extortion, 
neglect of duty, the artifices which had been used by him to retain his office, by first borrowing money of 
me under the pretence of extreme distress, and subsequently, when that hoid upon me was about to be 
removed by a settlement of his accounts, obtaining from me by improper management a check for money 
in favor of Deputy Surveyor Bonnet, as repeatedly explained to the Commissioner, and afterwards retaining 
both it and the account for the payment of which it had been furnished, under a belief, no doubt, that I 
dare not remove him while he had possession of those papers. 

On receiving the copy of Wilson’s charges against me, evidently drawn up by Ripley, I was surprised 
to perceive all the offences for which I had been compelled to remove Wilson introduced as charges against 
myself, even including the circumstance of the check. I was inclined at first to ascribe to Ripley a con- 
siderable pértion of ingenuity in his mode of reversing the direction of my own battery and turning it 
against myself; but, on reflection, 1 have perceived that the only quality of the mind necessary in the case 
has been a total disregard to truth, of which he had furnished me with a most extraordinary sample in 
the petition upon which his suit against me in Wilson’s name was commenced 

I have had occasion heretofore to inform you that Wilson, having heard of my appointment to this 
office, in the first instance, before I had heard of it myself, visited me at my house in New Orleans in a 
very few days after I had received it. During his stay in the city the time which he spared from drinking- 
houses and gaming tables was divided between his visits to me in quest of money, and in searching for 
persons inimical to me in order to obtain assistance, when wanted, in slandering my character; in the 
course of which he fell in with an individual of the name of Rollins, who had sometime previously been 
dropped from his employment as an officer of the customs, for what I am not able tg say with precision, 
but I believe, in part, for slandering the present collector, of which I knew him to be guilty, though 1 had 
never thought it worth while to communicate it. From this individual who, like Lucifer, hated every 
person whom he had left behind, including myself, and who, although extremely illiterate and deficient of 
that kind of knowledge which can be obtained only from books, possesses a considerable portion of 
natural talent and a tolerably deep insight into human nature, Wilson obtained statements upon which 
many of the insinuations which his charges convey are founded. ‘The activity of Wilson in slandering 
me after he was dismissed, as communicated to me since by different persons, especially by the editor of 
the Louisiana Advertiser, in New Orleans, was truly astonishing, and justifies me in asserting that, 
while a man’s moral conduct depends upon himself, his moral character may, and frequently is, made for 
him by others. : 

Rollins had not neglected to communicate to Wilson what he conceived to be my prejudices, who, 
supposing that imputing to me those foibles or vices against which my prejudices were at war would 
wound me in the most vulnerable points, did not fail to avail himself of those advantages. Thus, having 
been informed that being not only temperate myself, but that I had a particular aversion to sots and 
drunkards, which was his own character, on Lyman’s presenting to him his letter of dismissal, be 
pronounced me, among other things, and in public, “a most consummate drunkard.” Rollins having 
represented my prejudices against the appointment of foreigners to office to the exclusion of American 
citizens as almost amounting to intolerance; that my aversion to the British government amounted, as 
Rollins supposed, to hatred; and that the mere circumstance of being born an American was one of which 
every American should be proud, Wilson represented me at Donaldsonville as a deserter from the British 
army; and Mr. Beardslee, the newspaper editor referred to above, has informed me that happening in a 
drinking-house about ten o’clock at night in the course of last winter, Wilson came in, and that, although 
the company who happened to be present were equally unacquainted with him (Wilson) and with me, he 
immediately commenced slandering me, asserting that I was a Briton, and that 1 had favored them during 
the late war, &c. 

If I have ever been inclined to bigotry in anything, it has been in my political faith in the rectitude 
and justice of our own government above those of any other on the globe; but Ripley and Wilson, who had 
heard of this, have charged me with making use of abusive and threatening language against the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

This vague assertion, which is introduced into Ripley’s string of falsehoods as charge 15th, being, 
in its nature, personal, seems to require some more particular notice. I have always taken upon me to 
think for myself, and, on all proper occasions, to express my opinions on political matters, and in relation 
to candidates for office. As regards Mr. Crawford, of whom I had always thought, in the general, well, 
I can truly say that, for the last year previous to the late presidential election, he stood, in my estimation, 
second among the candidates for that high office; and if I had not made up my mind some years previ- 
ously in favor of the present incumbent, which nothing had occurred to change, and had my vote or 
opinion between them been of importance, I should have felt some difficulty in deciding between them. 
As tor the Commissioner of the General Land Office, all I knew of him at the time of my last interview 
with Wilson was, that he had sent me the President’s commission appointing me to my present office, 
which, of itself, was calculated, upon a well-known faculty of the human mind, with which reason has no 
concern, to give him a considerable hold on my friendship. Nothing had, up to that time, occurred to 
change those feelings; and it forms no part of my disposition or character to join in the course of conver- 
sation either in eulogizing or censuring absent persons contrary to my own opinion or feelings. 

But in the case under consideration, as well as in others, Ripley has taken care to charge me with 
an offence of which he had been apprised that Wilson was known to be guilty. In speaking to me when 
at this office in October, 1824, on the subject of his having been required to refund money which had 
been improperly paid to him by Mr. Wailes as salary for a period during which he had been amusing 
himself for several months on the route between New York and this place, Wilson indulged in very irrev- 
erent language against the Secretary of the Treasury and the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
He observed that the Commissioner having once decided against him, and in favor of Gabriel Winter, he 
had persisted in his former incorrect determination, and had prevailed on the Secretary of the Treasury 
to support him in it, after he (Wilson) had proven to the Commissioner that his former opinion and 
decision had been wrong and unjust.—(See the instructions to Mr. Wailes, dated August 8 and 19, 1823, 
and February, *1824, all which I had occasion to refer to as authority for withholding the money.) 


*Date not given in the copy from General Land Office. 
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Wilson on that occasion remarked that he contemplated resigning the office of principal deputy at 
the end of the year, and entering into copartnership in the editing of a newspaper in New Orleans, when 
he intended to expose the unjust conduct of the Secretary and Comtaiesioner in causing his—as he c called 
them—“ just demands” to be withheld, at the same time intimating that if I was not very prompt in 
settling his accounts, he should notice me also in his contemplated capacity of a newspaper editor. Ag 
this was not the first time he had thrown out similar hints, I took off my spectacles, and laying them 
down, informed him—with, I suppose, some appearance of sternness—that if he again repeated his threat, 
he might go elsewhere to obtain a settlement of his accounts, as it was not incumbent on me to submit 
to be dragooned into a duty, whether real or supposed. The creature recollecting some distorted account 
given him of me, I presume by Rollins, and being, I believe, a great poltroon, he exhibited symptoms of 
alarm, apprehending, no doubt, that I was going to chastise his insolence upon the spot. If this simple 
occurrence, which has been here fairly stated, did not give rise to Ripley’s charges, numbered 9, 10, 11, 
13, and 15, I am altogether unable to conjecture what did. 

The charge thus raised by Wilson against the Commissioner and Secretary of the Treasury, 
founded upon the letters of the Commissioner to Mr. Wailes, referred to in a preceding page of this letter, 
and afterwards exhibited as charge 11 against me, must be viewed as a most serious one, especially when 
it is considered that they were decisions solemnly made under oaths of office. In withholding the money 
(I believe it would be very difficult to compel a deputy surveyor to refund money,) I only obeyed orders. 
But who are so high, so great, or so good, as to be safe against the slanders of such men as Eleazer W. 
Ripley and John Wilson? 

This hopeful pair charge me with perjury and some other indictable offences. It might be a sufti- 
cient answer to those charges to inquire if the authors of them were restrained by friendship from insti- 
tuting criminal prosecutions against me when I was in New Orleans during most of the month of 
February, 1825. But this charge being a serious one, I will observe that the district attorney at New 
Orleans, when in possession of every fact relating to the case of Wilson’s withholding the public property, 
drew up, at the foot of the petition upon which Wilson was held to bail, such an affidavit as he must 
have thought I ought to take. He was acting on his oath of office; was said to be a religious man, and 
could have no motive for misleading me into the error of taking a false oath. The case of thus hold’ng an 
individual to bail in order to wrest from him property not his own was not a singular one in Louisiana, 
A case took place in a State court in New Orleans, in the winter of 181819, of the agent of a steamboat 
(the Tamerlane) against the captain, who refused ‘to be superseded by another. ‘The’ captain being held 
to bail, was actually committed to jail, and the property was afterwards sequestered. The consequence 
was, a suit by the captain against Mr. Story, the plaintiff in the first suit, for damages. False imprison- 
ment was perhaps charged, but the captain undertook to support that charge, I believe, upon the nature 
of the compact between himself, as master and part owner, and the other owners of the steamboat, and 
perhaps upon wages due, which gave him aright to keep possession. I heard the case ably argued. 
Duncan and Hawkins for plaintiff, and Livingston and Morse for Story, defendant. The case involved so 
many knotty points that the jury were kept out for some time, and left the court, after which I never 
heard what was the verdict. Malicious or false swearing formed no part of the charge against Mr. Story, 
who is as honorable a merchant, and, I believe, as much respected, as any other in New Orleans.—(See 
my notes on the accompanying letters, numbered 22 and 42.) 

Wilson and Ripley make charges against me for writing to deputy surveyors who were acting under 
him, without letting the letters pass through his hands, and for forbidding him (Wilson) to write to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and Commissioner of the General Land Office. Those charges, false as they 
are, will be found, when compared together, to be also in the highest degree absurd. In the course of 
Wilson’s boastings of correspondence with different members of the government, and of holding his 
appointment from the government as principal deputy surveyor, independent of this office, I suggested to 
him the idea that it must be extremely harassing to the heads of departments to be called upon by 
deputy surveyors and chain-bearers for instructions in the course of their duty; and I appealed to him as 
a “man of war,” or as a military man, for his opinion as to the propriety of the President of the United 
States or the Secretary of War issuing their orders to the non-commissioned officers of the army. I was 
in hopes to have checked, by this mode of turning his conduct into ridicule, an impropriety that must 
have been extremely troublesome and offensive to the Secretary of the Treasury, and which, I supposed, 
might have been the cause in part of the hint I had received from the Commissioner, soon after I came 
into office, to dismiss Wilson. 

Whether I have written too much or too little, I am perfectly disgusted with writing, and shall con- 
clude by referring you to a careful perusal of the enclosed correspondence, together with the notes on the 
backs of the letters, and by a request that, if more be necessary to be said on any point, I may be 
advised of it. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 

GrorcE Grauam, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 


P.S.—I omitted in the foregoing letter to notice the assertion of my having made my acquain- 
tance with Fletcher in the calaboose or jail, where he was confined for some criminal offence, and where 
it is understood that I was also nett As Ripley, who, without doubt, drew up those charges, is a 
practitioner in the courts in New Orleans, he must know that his statement respecting Fletcher’s being 
confined on some criminal charge is utterly false. Ripley well knows, and therefore Wilson might and 
does also know, that assertion to be utterly false. The lie was only invented to reflect upon my character 
for making an acquaintance with a person wnile confined in jail under a criminal charge. I have no kind 
of disposition to defend Fletcher’s character. His offence was, however, that of being in debt. Ona 
short acquaintance he appeared to me, as a man of education and talents in distress, to be an object of 
compassion. But mankind are not, nor am I, in the habit of making bosom friends and intimate associates 
of all persons who are capable of exciting our compassion. Wilson, as I have said in my notes on the 
accompanying papers, had made application to me for more deputies, without mentioning Bringier.—(Sce 
letter No.1.) 1 could prevail on no old hand to work under him; and believing Fletcher to be tolerably 
well qualified, I was bound, by my official situation, to give him the appointment. It was a transaction 
which resulted from a sense of duty, and from which all ideas or feelings of friendship were excluded, 
The ¢ appointments of Fletcher and Grinage were made before Bringier was mentioned to me.—(Sce note 
o1. V0. 11, accompanying this.) 
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My own difficulties at the time of my first acquaintance with Fletcher resulted from a faithful and 
determined execution of my duty to the government as an officer of the revenue, a faithful representation 
of which would occupy several sheets of paper, and in which I should have to introduce myself as the 
hero of my own story. It is sufficient, in my opinion, to say that at that time, and under the circum- 
stances to which I have alluded, of my becoming acquainted with Fletcher, (in the winter of 1818—19,) 
I was an officer of the customs, in which capacity I continued up to the time of my appointment to this 
office. I think that during the time I was attached to the custom-house both the collector, naval officer, 
and surveyor, suffered confinement merely for doing their duty. 

It may not be amiss to observe that the laws of Louisiana make, perhaps, at the discretion of the 
judge, imprisonment a part of the punishment under conviction of offences of every description, however 
trivial, such as assaults with or without battery, libels of the lowest grade, &c., &c., and that truth, 
according to the English common law, is there, under the usual circumstances, a libel. 

G. DAVIS. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, March 15, 1826. 


Sir: I enclose a letter, together with the accompanying documents, received a few days ago from Mr. 
Davis, in relation to the charges brought against him by his late principal deputy surveyor. 

It appears from these papers that the suit instituted by Mr. Davis against Mr. Wilson at New 
Orleans is still pending, as well as that brought by Wilson against him. I had been under the impression 
that these suits had been dismissed, and have written to day to Mr. Davis to inquire the reason of keeping 
on the docket that against Mr. Wilson. I enctose the letters of Mr. Davis relative to the dismissal of 
Mr. Wilson, and the measures taken to recover the public documents from him. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 

Hon. R. Rusu. 


The conduct of Mr. Wilson in relation to the delay in surveying the lands of General Lafayette was, 
I think, satisfactorily explained by him. 

Norr.—This letter was in the possession of Mr. Wilson from the 10th of May until he was compelled 
to surrender it and other papers to the committee on Friday morning, 23d of February. 





On the 9th charge, Mr. Graham referred to the following letters and extracts: 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Miss., January 3, 1824. 

Sir: I enclose you an original letter, recently received from Mr. Wilson, dated the 22d ultimo, and 
the copy of a letter from Mr. William S. Lyman, dated the 24th ultimo. The original of the first is sent 
in consequence of the superscription on the back, which, I presume, does not deserve any comment. 

I should not say anything of Mr. Lyman, but that 1 understand he is assailed, or is likely to be 
assailed, in a letter to you from Mr. Wilson; on which account I shall merely observe that, although I 
have never in my life spoken to Mr. Lyman otherwise than by letter, I know, from information, that there 
is not in Louisiana a man of fairer character than he. The character of dissipation imputed to him, as I 
am informed, by Mr. Wilson, is, I can assure you, without the shadow of foundation; and it can only be 
- intended by Mr. Wilson, as a turning of the tables upon Mr. Lyman. 

As to the improper conduct imputed, as I understand, to Mr. Harper by Mr. Wilson, I can only say 
that I know nothing of it, and but little of Mr. Harper himself; but of this more, perhaps, hereafter. 

Mr. Wilson appears, and you must have had occasion to perceive it heretofore, to have been laboring 
under misconceptions with regard to the laws by which his office was created, and some of the duties of 
it imposed. He has thought proper to seize upon the act of April 28, 1806, pages 508 and 509 of Inger- 
soll’s Digest, which has no relation to the subject. 

I enclose you a statement made by a deputy surveyor just now from Donaldsonville, who was present 
when my letter to Mr. Wilson was presented to him by Mr. Lyman, which puts the infatuation of Mr. 
Wilson as regards the withholding of the plats of surveys beyond question. Being much occupied in 
examining Mr. Lawson’s accounts, I have but a moment to spare for writing. 

I am, respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 
Grorce Granam, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 


P.S.—When about to pay Mr. Wilson the money due to himself and Mr. Lloyd, in October, I inquired 
for the plats of surveys, and he showed and left with me a copy of your letter to him of October 12, 1823; 
and, having no doubt of your orders having been complied with, I forgot to get his certificates to 
that effect at that time, and have been unable to obtain them since. On this subject, I beg leave to 
refer you to Mr. Turner’s statement. ‘ 
me . 





DonaLpsonviLLE, December 24, 1824. 


Dear Sir: On Saturday last I received your letter of the 14th instant, enclosing my commission as 
principal deputy surveyor. I arrived at this place on Monday morning, and presented a letter to Mr. 
Wilson, requiring him to deliver over to me all the books, papers, &c., &c., in his possession, as late 
principal deputy surveyor. After reading it, and pouring forth a torrent of abuse, which he appears well 
qualified to exhibit, but would not become me to repeat, he refused to comply with the instructions of 
the letter, and said he must have time to consider whether he would deliver up the papers, &c. Yester- 
day, on hearing that he was going to New Orleans, I went with a friend of mine, Mr. Dewey, as a witness 
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of the demand which I made for the documents above alluded to, which he positively refused to-deliver jp 
the presence of Mr. Dewey. Afterwards, I called for legal advice on C. D. White, esq., who informed me 
that he knew of no process in the State court whereby I could enforce the delivery of the property 
belonging to government, and that, if there was arfy statute in relation to the subject, it was vested in 
the courts of the United States. I could do no more. In all my interviews with Mr. Wilson, my feelings 
have been extremely wounded in listening to the most uncharitable, untrue, and insulting epithets heaped 
on you and Mr. Harper; but, through the whole time, I have not said anything to produce a quarrel, or 
authorize the treatment he extends to me. 

Mr. Harper anticipated the result, and cautioned me to write you immediately, and that, no doubt, 
you would come to Donaldsonville, which I most sincerely wish you would; for, as you mentioned that 
my salary will only commence from the time I take possession of the office, and as I expended all my 
funds in the outfit, it renders my situation extremely embarrassing as well as expensive. Mr. Wilson 
will go to New Orleans to-morrow, and no one can tell when he will return. 

1 have execute !, as far as in my power, the instructions you gave me. The bond was signed by Mr, 
Harper and Mr. John Nicholson, and the sufficiency of the sureties certified by the United States district, 
attorney. The bond is now in my possession; and, believing you will come to this place, I do not forward 
it at this time. On the morning of my departure from New Orleans, I called at your house, and Mrs, 
Davis showed me that part of the letter which related to the account of Mr. Wilson. 1 was extremely sorry 
to find your son unwell; Mrs. Davis said he had caught cold, which produced a fever, but, having taken 
medicine, was in hopes he would soon recover. 

The plats, together with the check to the order of Mr. Bonnet, I understood had been transmitted to 
you by your son. As respects the triplicate receipts you called for of Mr. Wilson, he refuses to have any- 
thing to do with them; and I hope, in consideration of all circumstances, you will come to Donaldsonville, 

Mr. Turner left this a few hours since, in the steamboat Rambler, for St. Francisville, I believe. 

I hope you will excuse this hastily written and unconnected epistle, as I have to write partly on a bed, 
with a poor pen, and disturbed almost every minute. 

With sentiments of great respect and esteem, I remain, sir, your sincere friend, 

WM. 8. LYMAN. 
GrorcE Davis, Esq. 


[I answered Mr. Lyman immediately, telling him that his salary should have commenced on the 
23d of December, and making him a small remittance. An entire copy is given above, as preferable 
to an extract. 

G. DAVIS. ] 





Extract of a letter from G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
Mississippi, January 21, 1825. 


“Previously to writing my letter of the 12th instant, in which I intimated an intention of resigning, 
I had received information from Mr. W. 8. Lyman that at an interview between Mr. Wilson and himself at 
the office of the district attorney in New Orleans Mr. Wilson had promised that, on his return to 
Donaldsonville, where he expected to be on the 12th instant, he would give up the public documents, &c., 
of his late office of principal deputy surveyor, which, as heretofore communicated to you, he had at first 
refused to do. Since then I have been informed, through another channel, that Mr. Wilson was still in New 
Orleans on the day upon which he had promised to put his successor in possession of his late office.” 





Extract of a letter from G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated New Orleans, 
February 5, 1825. 


“ Agreeably to the intimation contained in my letter of the Ist instant, I left my office at Washington 
on the 2d, and arrived at Donaldsonville about 12 o’clock in the night of the 3d instant. Finding, in 
the morning, that Mr. Wilson had not returned to that village, and that the public property of his late 
office still remained locked up, I embarked on board the first steamboat that passed, and leaving 
Donaldsonville about one o’clock yesterday, I arrived at my home here at four o’clock this morning. 

“As soon as the public offices were open I addressed a note to Mr. Smith, the district attorney, 
requesting his aid in obtaining possession of the public property withheld by Mr. Wilson. 

“The adventures of this extraordinary man have been communicated to me up to about sunset this 
afternoon, at which time, however, I may be grieved to write, or you to read, the account, he was seen, 
in company with one of the marshal’s officers, hastening with a quick pace down Chartres street 
towards ‘that bourne 
Whence no’ honest man ‘ returns:’ 





because, according to Mr. Wilson’s own system of ethics, a man becomes contaminated by being confined 
within the walls of a jail, even though such a state of degradation should have been the consequence of 
a faithful, a zealous, discharge of a public duty, as sometimes happens. 

“It had been at first intended to have commenced with the process of sequestration, in order to wrest 
the public property from Mr. Wilson in that way; but after the arrival of the mail of to-day, it was 
ascertained that Mr. W., who might have been apprised of my movements by letter from one of my late 
clerks, was about to make his escape on board a steamboat bound up the river. Mr. Smith, who was 
apprised before me of this circumstance, sent to me for Wilson’s bond, with which I had taken care to be 
armed, and upon which a suit has been commenced holding him to bail. This, I hope, he will not be able 
to obtain before the marshal shall be in possession of the appurtenances of the principal deputy surveyor’s 
office. For, were Mr. W. to obtain his liberty, and get ahead of that officer, it might be reasonably 
apprehended that a very bad account would be rendered of the records, maps, &c., belonging to the 
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government. He was caught, I understand, on board a steamboat just as she was about to leave the 
levee.” 

“P, §.—Since writing the above, I find, or have reason to believe, thai the trouble and opposition I 
have met with from Messrs. Wilson and Dinsmoor have been influenced in a considerable degree by an 
individual whose turpitude, as a public officer, I found it my duty to expose some ten years ago; and who, 
like Milton’s devil, has been busily employed in attempts, having fallen himself, to pull me down to a 
level with himself. His name and character may be found on the files of the Navy Department.” 





Extract of a letter from G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


“New Oreans, February 17, 1825. 


“Since the date of my last of the 10th instant, a very singular turn has been given to the legal 
proceedings between myself, on the part of the government, and Mr. John Wilson. He, with the assistance 
of General Ripley as his counsel, has procured a release of his bail; but whether by an application to the 
judge of the United States court, or by the mere act and on the responsibility of Mr. Smith, the district 
attorney, I am unable to say. 

“] had at first understood it to be the opinion of the judge that an action upon the bond could not be 
sustained, because the bond itself was unauthorized by law; but on speaking to Mr. Smith upon the 
subject myself, he stated that he had himself been doubtful on the subject. Being greatly disgusted with 
the transaction, I have not yet pursued my inquiries far enough to ascertain whether the release has been 
the extra-cfficial act of the attorney himself, or the result of an application to the court; but I have reason 
to believe the former to be the fact. 

“The consequence has been that an action for false imprisonment and defamation has been instituted 
against me in the name of Mr. Wilson; which is not the less vexatious for having, as I assure you, no 
foundation in truth. No person could have been disposed to act more cautiously, or could have been 
less influenced by personal feeling than myself in the course of this business. On my arrival here I 
addressed, as heretofore stated to you, a note to the district attorney, a copy of which is herewith enclosed; 
the bond, the existence of which had been sometime previously made known to him, was sent for by Mr. 
Smith. The petition, the form in which all suits are commenced here, was prepared, and the affidavit 
endorsed on it, and the papers sent in that state to my house, without any other communications having 
taken place between us than what you will find in my letter to him. It was immediately discovered, 
however, that there was an omission, amourting, I presume, to a fatal error in the drawing up of the 
petition, which may perhaps have caused Mr. Smith to adopt the course he has taken. Over his measures 
I cannot be expected to have any control. If an action upon the official bond of Mr. Wilson could not be 
sustained, it ought not to have been commenced by Mr. Smith; I asked advice of him, but I certainly 
offered no suggestion of my own.* 

“Wilson, in order to lay the foundation for a double suit, sent his boarding-house keeper with an 
account against the government for $125, as salary for the first quarter of the last year; which, not being 
due, I refused to pay, but, for the satisfaction of the individual, I told him that, whenever Mr. Wilson 
should deliver up the public property in his possession which he was now withholding, there would 
probably be due from the government fifty or sixty dollars. I was soon informed that this individual was 
a person of bad character, from whom danger, in any possible case, was to be apprehended. Accordingly 
I was served the next day, the 11th instant, with the usual citation, copy of petition,” &c. 





New Or.eans, February 5, 1825. 


Sm: Having been recently compelled, by an indispensable duty, to remove Mr. John Wilson from his 
office of principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana, it has been since represented 
to me by Mr. William 8. Lyman, who was appointed his successor, that Mr. Wilson positively refused to 
deliver up the records and other public property appertaining to his late office; and, although it has been 
now nearly ten mouths since the demand was made, yet the books, maps, and other public documents 
appertaining to the office are still withheld, which has necessarily put an entire stop to the surveying 
business in the district lately under his superintendence. 

Knowing of no means by which a transfer of the property of the office can be obtained without an 
appeal to the United States court, the object of this communication is to request that you will, in your 
official capacity, move the court in behalf of the government for such order or process as shall be likely, 
in the most speedy manner, to compel Mr. Wilson to surrender the documents, &c., of his late office to his 
successor. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE DAVIS, 
Surveyor of the Public Lands south of the State of Tennessee. 
Joun W. Ssntu, Esq., 
United States District Attorney, New Orleans. 





Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Mississippi, December 14, 1824. 
Str: It has become my duty, rendered so by circumstances with which you are presumed to be 
acquainted, to revoke your commission as principal deputy surveyor. 
* When I became apprehensive that Wilson’s bail might, perhaps, be released, I sent a verbal request to Mr. Smith that the 


release should not take place until the public property withheld by him should be given up; but my messenger not finding 
him at his office, the release afterwards took place before the message was delivered, as I have been informed, 
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You will be pleased, therefore, to deliver over to your successor, Mr. William 8. Lyman, all the books, 
papers, instructions, maps, and documents of every description appertaining to the office of principal 
deputy surveyor for the southeastern district of Louisiana, taking duplicate receipts for the same, one of 
which you will be pleased to forward to this office. You are requested, also, to deliver to Mr. Lyman the 
check I gave you about the 15th of October last, drawn to the order of Mr. Auguste Bonnet, for one hun- 
dred and forty dollars and eight cents, for which you have never furnished me with a voucher, unless you 
shall have previously delivered it to any person authorized to receive it for me. 


Iam, &c., 
G. DAVIS. 
Joun Wisson, Esq., Late Principal Deputy Surveyor, Donaldsonville, Louisiana. 
Treasury Department, Register’s Office, February 19, 1827. 


The above is a true copy of the original document on file in this office. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register of Treasury United States. 





Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated New Orleans, 
February 22, 1825. 


“T have heretofore said nothing more of Mr. Wilson than was found indispensably necessary in the 
course of business. Your letter seems to render it necessary that I should prove to you (I thought I had 
already proved to you) that he is unfit for any office, if either honesty or industry be a necessary qualifi- 
cation for an office, and that therefore I should have been justifiable in removing him even if it had been 
necessary to leave the office vacant. This I shall do in due time.” 





Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
Mississippi, March 18, 1825. 


“T enclose also, numbered 3 and 4, respectively, the copy of a letter which I addressed to Mr. Harper, 
the register, while I was in New Orleans, and his original letter in reply, and I must ask of you the favor 
of an attested copy or exemplification of your letter to Mr. Wilson of October 13, 1823, as it may be 
required of me to show to the satisfaction of a court and jury, not only that he was guilty of extortion 
in his charges upon claimants whose lands he surveyed, or caused to be surveyed, while principal deputy 
surveyor, but that he was equally unmindful both of your instructions and of mine, and that he had 
adopted, in all its essential parts, the old Spanish regime of ‘fleecing the natives.’” 





Extract of a letter from G. Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, Mississippi. 


“ By letters received from Mr. Turner since the date of my last to you from New Orleans, of which I 
intend to transmit copies as soon as leisure shall permit, it appears that an order which Mr. Wilson gave 
to Mr. Smith, the district attorney at New Orleans, for the public property at his late office, was addressed 
to a person who had never been in possession of them, while another person held them as a pledge for a 
debt owed to the latter by Mr. Wilson; that a writ of sequestration, in the name of the United States, 
was afterwards obtained, and that the marshal’s deputy, after executing the writ, keeps possession of the 
public property until he shall make return of the writ in May next, instead of delivering them up to 


Mr. Turner.” 





Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
Mississippi, May 27, 1825. 


“Lest Mr. Wilson should attempt to have his accounts settled at the city of Washington, without a 
reference to this office, I will avail myself of this occasion to inform you that I have ascertained that 
some of the examining and recording accounts approved by Mr. Wailes, paid by myself, and rendered in 
my account for the fourth quarter of the last year, were false, the recording not having been done. I shall, 
when more at leisure, transmit, for your information, extracts from the letters on the subject received not 
long since from Mr. Turner, the present principal deputy surveyor of the southeastern district of Louisiana.” 





New Orteans, July 16, 1826. 


Sir: On receiving your letters of the 12th ultimo, it appeared to me very desirable that I should have 
a personal interview with Mr. James P. Turner previous to his setting out for Mobile, and I had intended 
to travel to his office, a distance of about a hundred miles from Washington by land, but was prevented 
partly by the excessive heat of the weather, and partly by the accident of my carriage-horse becoming 
lame at the very time I was about to set out. As Mr. Turner would, very probably, have to come to this 


om to obtain a passage for Mobile, I notified him of my desire to see him, and of my intention to be 
1ere between the 15th and 20th instant; I arrived two or three days earlier than was at first expected, 


and Mr. Turner is now hourly looked for. 
Mr. John C. Turner, the principal deputy of the southeast district, came with me from Donaldsonville 


to this place; has received his books, stationery, and a case of instruments, the cost of which amounted 
to $60 75, and has left this on his return to his office to-day. 
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“Since my arrival here I have learned that the suit commenced against me in the name of John Wilson, 
in February, 1825, in consequence of his removal from office, was dismissed at the late term of the United 
States court. This was foreseen; but had I neglected to employ counsel, judgment would have gone 
against me by default; and as the damages were, without any oath, of course, laid, as well as I now 
recollect, at $2,000, a fair pretext was thus afforded to the profession of the law to refuse taking it in hand 
without a large fee, which was, no doubt, the only motive for instituting that fictitious suit. 


I am, with due respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS, Surveyor, &c. 


GeorcEe Grauan, Esq., Washington City. 


GENERAL Lanp Orrice, August 16, 1826. 


Sm: Your letter, dated at New Orleans, advising the dismissal of the suit brought against you by 
Mr. Wilson, has been received, and it is presumed that the suit instituted by you against Wilson has also 
been dismissed. Your previous letter, in reply to the charges made by Wilson, had been put in his hands, 
and it was presumed that he would make a rejoinder. He has not, however, yet done so, but has made 
frequent applications for the payment of a balance which he claims as due to him. He has been informed 
that his account cannot be settled by the accounting officers until it has been submitted to you for 
adjustment; this he has declined to do, though I think it probable some balance may be due to him. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAHAM. 
Grorce Davis, Esq., Surveyor Genera, Washington, Mississippi. 


A true copy from the record. 
J.M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 





On the tenth charge Mr. Graham referred to the testimony of Mr. Wood, and the following extracts 
of letters of G. Davis, of October 24, 1824, and November 24, 1824, in reply to the charge of misrepre- 
sentation as to the date of the dismissal of S. Dinsmoor; and in reply to the other branch of this charge 
Mr. Graham referred to testimony of S. D. King, and to the following correspondence: 


Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
Mississippi, October 24, 1824. 


“T find that I must visit St. Helena in the course of a few, say ten or twelve days, and shall, perhaps, 
visit General Moryan. Would his appointment be approved? I most respectfully ask.” 


Extract of a letter from George Davis to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated Washington, 
Mississippi, November 24, 1824. 


“T have not been able to leave this office as intended at the date of my last visit to St. Helena. 
General David B. Morgan has lately visited me. Please to authorize his appointment as successor to 
Silas Dinsmoor, who, I am assured, intends to resign when ordered to comply with the law which directs 
the location of his office in the district of St. Helena. General Morgan resides near Madisonville, in the 
district of St. Helena, which, on many accounts, is an eligible position for the office. I state to you now, 
and will demonstrate it hereafter if I have not already done it, that I cannot nor ought not to be held 
responsible for the correctly conducting of the surveying business in his districts while he has the super- 
intendence of it. He has no bond in this office that I can find, and I am therefore afraid to pay accounts 
approved by him while the plats and field notes are withheld from this office, let the cause for their 
detention be what it may. Whatever remaining accounts he may have of his own, I certainly shall not 
pay them without a bond, or a special order from you. Why is not this fixed by law?” 


GeneraL Lanny Orrice, December 20, 1824. 


Sir: The act of March 3, 1819, requiring that the President of the United States should approve of 
the appointment of the principal deputy surveyor authorized by that act, I enclose a letter from George 
Davis, Esq., advising of the appointment of General Morgan to that office, and requesting the approval 


of the President. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, GEORGE GRAHAM. 


Hon. Wituram H. Crawrorp. 


Surveyror’s Orrice, Washington, Mississippi, November 22, 1824. 


Sir: I enclose for your information the copy of a notice to land claimants and deputy surveyors 
recently sent to New Orleans for publication. The necessity of the notice to land claimants, as well as 
in part to deputy surveyors, has been produced by what I have understood to be a fact, that persons 
holding or pretending to hold old appointments from this office have been in the practice of surveying 
land, furnishing plats, and charging surveying expenses without any legal authority, and without any 
intention of ever making returns of their work to the proper offices. The obstructions which such 
practices must necessarily throw in the way of legally authorized surveyors when afterwards attempting 
to survey the same lands must be self-evident. 

The notice is intended to apply to principal deputy surveyors also, which is rendered necessary by 
the insufficiency of some of their bonds on file in this’ office. 

Your estimate for the year 1825, so repeatedly called for, has not been received. 

. Your most obedient servant, 


Stras Divsmoor, Esq., Principal Deputy Surveyor, Mobile. 


G. DAVIS. 
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P. S.—Your bond, in which Mr. Stone only is joined with you, is deemed insufficient. His township 
maps are all returned from the General Land Office, and will have to be sent, at Mr. Stone’s expense, to 
your office by express. In the meanwhile, if you have the length of the township and sectional lines 
marked upon them, respectively, from the field notes, and the want of coincidence between his township 
and sectional parts on the line of demarcation with those of the work north of that line, if such should 
exist, time will be saved on the return of the maps to your office. G 


Notice to land claimants in the State of Louisiana, and to deputy surveyors. 


Land claimants are hereby notified, and respectfully requested, not to pay deputy surveyors for any 
surveys made after the present date, unless a certificate that the survey upon which fees may be demanded 
has been returned to the proper office and approved shall be produced; which certificate must be signed 
either by the principal deputy surveyor in whose district the land may be situated, or by the undersigned. To 
the certificate should also be added a receipt, signed by the deputy who may have made the survey, for 
the amount of fees paid to him. 

Deputy surveyors holding commissions or appointments from former incumbents of this office are also 
respectfully notified that their said commissions or appointments will cease and determine January 1, 
1825. Such of them as may desire reappointments will please to apply for them at this office, provided 
with the necessary recommendations and securities. This last measure has been rendered necessary by a 
variety of causes, and among others by the circumstance of there having been no regular register hereto- 
fore kept in the office by which the number and names of deputy surveyors holding appointments from it 
can now be known. G. DAVIS, Surveyor, &c. 

Surveyor’s Orricr, Washington, Mississippi, November 20, 1824. 


Extract of a letter addressed by George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, to the register and 
receiver of the land office at St. Helena Court-house, Louisiana, dated August 13, 1823. 


“Tenclose a copy of a letter addressed by Mr. Gallatin to Mr. Briggs relative to surveying the 
private claims in Mississippi. This relates principally to the mode of sectioning the claims as connected 
with the township; and I will thank you to furnish the principal deputy surveyor with a copy of it, and 
also submit this letter to him for perusal.” ; 


A correct copy from the record. J. M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 
Extract of a letter from George Graham, Commissioner of the General Land Office, to L. Wailes, surveyor 
general, Washington, Mississippi, dated August 19, 1825. 


“Having received from the register and receiver at St. Helena several applications relative to the 
execution of the act of March 3, 1819, and that supplemental thereto dated May 8, 1822, for adjusting 
the land claims in the district east of New Orleans, and finding that no general instructions had been 
given from this office relative to the construction of these acts, or as to the manner of locating and sur- 
veying the claims confirmed by them, I have written to these officers fully on the subject; and as it is 
particularly to be wished that the manner of surveying all the private claims should be uniform throughout 
your district, I have forwarded you a copy of my letter to those officers, in order that you may give such 
instructions to the principal deputy surveyors within your district as you may, from a full view of the 
subject, deem proper and necessary to obtain that uniformity. 

“I give you no positive instructions on the subject, because I presume that the surveying has generally 
heen executed in conformity to the principles stated in my letter, and, in cases of difference, an attempt 
to correct them may possibly defeat the object we have in view, to wit: an accurate and correct location 
of the claims and survey of the country, and despatch and economy in the execution.” 


J. M. MOORE, Chief Clerk. 


GeneRAL Lanp Orrice, September 17, 1824. 


Sir: Your letter of the 21st ultimo has been received. On August 13, 1823, I addressed a letter to 
the register and receiver at St. Helena, explanatory of the several acts for the adjustment of the claims 
to lands in the district east of the island of New Orleans, a copy of which was sent to the land officers at 
Jackson Court-house, with a request that they would submit it to you for your information; but it would 
appear from your letter that it has not been seen by you, and I now enclose an extract of that part 
relating to the manner in which the surveys ought to be made, by which you will perceive that when the 
bounds of any private claim corresponding with sectional or divisional lines, it was not intended to give it 
any other than regular sectional number, but it must be colored on your maps as a private claim. 

By the 5th section of the act of May 8, 1822, it was made tie duty of the register and receiver to 
decide between the parties in all conflicting and interfering claims to lots in the town of Mobile, and it 
is a duty that must be performed by them before a patent will be issued for any lot the boundaries of 
which are disputed. 

With great respect, &c., 


A correct copy from the record. 


GEO. GRAHAM. 
Siras Drvsmoor, Esq., P. D. S., Mobile, Ala. 


Note by Mr. Graham. 


__ It was the duty of the surveyor general, Mr. Wailes, to have furnished Mr. Dinsmoor with the instruc- 
tions, but as it was expected that his duties would call him to the office of the register and receiver, they 
were requested to communicate to him my letter of August 13, 1823. 


Surveyor’s Orricr, Washington, Miss., February 1, 1825. 

Sir: I enclose herewith a list of all the maps in this office of townships of land in the districts east 
of the island of New Orleans. The field notes of these, as well as maps and field notes of all the other 
townships and sectional surveying done iu those districts, remained in the possession of Mr. Dinsmoor, the 
late principal deputy surveyor, who refuses to deliver them. 
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A deputy surveyor, Mr. Stephen Roberts, lately here from the district of St. Helena for a renewal of 
his commission, left — me the field notes of all the private claims, amounting to 37, in four townships, 
namely, townships 1, 2, 3, and 4, in range 8 east, in that district; and if I were in possession of the maps 
and field notes of the township and sectional lines, I should be able immediately to have the private claims 
in them returned in a proper state for being patented. Even if I were in possession of the township maps, 
nothing could be done with them without the field notes, as the distances on the township and sectional 
lines are usually left blank by Mr. Dinsmoor. W hether or not the withholding of those distances from 
the maps has been a part of the systematic plan of independence in which Mr. Dinsmoor has so stu- 
diously contrived to keep his office, it would be useless for me to inquire. I think it a great misfortune, 
however, to the interest of the surveying business, that the construction with which you have furnished 
me in your letter of the 26th ultimo* had not been earlier adopted; as it is, I perceive no remedy within 
my reach. 

Since commencing this letter, I am informed by a friend in Natchez that he has, in consequence of a 
request made some days since, engaged me a passage on board a steamboat for Donaldsonville, which 
leaves Natchez to-morrow morning, ‘and which puts me inahurry. I shall therefore enclose herewith 
the vouchers for money paid within the past month, to be referred to in the account at the end of the 


quarter, viz: 


a ee rr oan $1,065 59 
Crees oe. TW BCOONNE, VoRener No. D... . 0... ie ceciccccvcensccncacecccewedbaecs 1,439 77 
E. S. Ludlow’s account, voucher No. 3.............0.0002. nt Blea ta Sh lets at desi ere rrr 247 75 
ee re ee “Ciwne 560 03 
NN Sai ras eis line Oa WS Oa cre ee nn a a's x aes kn i 3,313 14 

If to this be added fi fifty dollars, put into the hands of Mr. Harper, to pay for the “surveying 
of General Lafayette’s SSN Seer oars eee -pummie tees 50 00 

Also forty dollars sometime since advanced to Deputy Survey or Reid, for which the proper 
voucher has not yet been received............ cenwwnds eee re ee cpewad 40 00 

And fifty dollars advanced as a salary to William S$. Lyman, principal deputy survey or of 
the southeast district of Lowisiana............cceeeccceeeeeenees aera die hee a a 50 00 
The aggregate becomes.............. ee ee eee eee eee ee rere er 3,453 14 
Add to this my salary account for the last quarter.......... 0.0.0... cece cece eee ore 909 4 
2 4,363 08 

And if from the balance remaining at my control, as exhibited in my general account, on 
the 38lst December.......... Cg OEE Fe ae re ee Oe tery ere eer ree lhweoes 25,629 33 
The foregoing amount be deducted Piradcts pu eiapta earnest Deak en pies Ke let Pe ee 4,363 08 
There will remain.............. Se ee eT eee cuRdintssi meena 21,266 25 

There is bona fide deposited in the bank at Natchez...... mands Seow ses a $17,087 97 

And at the United States Bank at New Orleans..............00 0002 ceees 4,298 78 
——_ 21,386 75 








At the date of your letter of the 20th December you reasonably supposed I had got through with 
the paying off demands against the government, and I have but a moment to say why your expectations 
have not been realized. 

Doxey’s demand of two thousand dollars has not been called for. He resides in the State of Alabama, 
and has been requested, through a friend of his, to call and settle his account; but he has not yet t arrived. 

I have paid Lawson all for which he has rendered an account. He is ’ supposed to have still due 
twelve or thirteen hundred dollars; but when here, in the beginning of January, being in a hurry to attend 
the State legislature, then in session, and of which he is a member, he could not have waited for the 
examination of the whole of his work, even if there had been no objections to the complete liquidation of 
his whole demand. But, considering money in hand the best bond, I should have withheld a part, even 
had there been no other obstacle in the way, on account of omissions in his work and the very bad state 
of his field notes. Perhaps I ought not to have paid him any part until those omissions and defects had 
been removed. If you will take townships 2, 3, and 4, in ranges 1, both east and west of the basis meri- 
dian, in the Choctaw district, and place them beside each other, you will perceive that those of the western 
range are deficient of the traverse of Pearl river in those townships; and if you will compare this omis- 
sion with the last item in voucher No. 2, now transmitted, the cause of detention will be explained. 

The cause of a temporary suspension of payment in the southwest district of Louisiana will be 
explained in my next letter, to be written at the first place at which I shall make a sufficient stay in my 
intended excursion to Louisiana, 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 
G. DAVIS. 


GeorcE Granam, Esq., Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 


Notr.—This note shows the propriety of suspending all proceedings in relation to the township plats 
returned by Mr. Dinsmoor, and the payment of the accounts of the deputy surveyors employed by him, 
until the field notes could be obtained. 


Maps of townships of land in the districts east of the island of New Orleans, west of the basis 
meridian, and east of Pearl river, viz: 
Townships 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, range 5, single. 
Townships 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, Tange 6, single. 
Townships 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8, range 7 7, single. 
Townships 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 1 i, range 8, single. 
Townships . 2, 3, and r range 13, single. 


* Of the law creating that office. 
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Townships 1, 2, 3, and 4, range 14, single. 

Townships 1, 2, and 3, range 15, single. 

‘Townships 1, 2, 3, and 4, range 16, single. 

Townships 8 and 4, range 17, single. 

Maps of townships of land in the districts east of the island of New Orleans, cast of the basis 
meridian, and west of Pearl river, viz: 

Townships 1,7 2,¢ and 3,f range 1, duplicates. 

Townships 1, 2, 3,f and 4, range 2, duplicates. 

Townships 1, 3, and 4, range 3, duplicates. 

Townships 5 and 6, range 5, duplicates. 

Townships 5 and 6, range 6, duplicates. 

Townships 5 and 6, range 7, duplicates. 

Township 6, range 8, duplicates. 

The foregoing are all the township maps in the surveyor’s office at Washington of lands in the 
districts east of the island of New Orleans. 

G. DAVIS. 


Surveyor’s Orrice, Washington, Mississippi, February 1, 1825. 





Genera Lanp Orrice, January 16, 1826, 


Sir: Your letter of November 23, covering a duplicate of your letter to Mr. J. B. Peyton, has been 
received. Presuming that Mr. Peyton has been furnished with the original, and that he will reply to it, 
time will be given for that purpose. 

Yours of the 5th, 6th, and 14th of December have also been received, and Mr. Wailes’ letter of 
October 13, 1824, is returned. 

I enclose a copy of a letter received from Mr. Doxey relative to his accounts. The reason assigned 
is, no doubt, not the real one for the delay in paying the account. I have advised him that a copy of his 
letter has been sent to you, and that the account will be paid, without there are good reasons for with- 
holding payment. 

The enclosed letter from Mr. Gurley, in relation to Mr. Gilmore’s account, has been submitted to the 
President, together with your letter of the 19th of September, and the extract from Mr. Morgan’s letter 
to you of June 10, 1825; and he has directed mé to say to you that payment should not be withheld on an 
account presented by a deputy for surveying executed and approved by you, because there may be ground 
to suspect that surveying previously executed by such deputy, approved and paid for by you or your 
predecessor, was erroneously executed. He therefore directs the account of Mr. Gilmore to be paid, without 
deduction, for surveying previously, and supposed to be erroneously executed, unless you have such official 
information as will enable you to designate the particular errors that have been committed; in which case 
Mr. Gilmore will be called upon te correct them within a limited time, and if he fails to do so, you will 
then be at liberty to detain such sum as will cover the reasonable expenses of correcting the specified 
errors. 

By “official information,” I mean the township plat and field notes of Mr. Gilmore, or those of other 
authorized deputies, who have by surveying the same or adjacent lands ascertained the special error of 
Mr. Gilmore. 

This decision of the President has reference altogether to general principles, and not to any of the 
particular facts in controversy between yourself and Mr. Gilmore; should it ultimately appear that Mr. 
Gilmore has been paid for surveying grossly erroneous, you will stand completely justified. 

The case of Mr. Dinsmoor, jr., is different from that of Mr. Gilmore: he demands payment for surveying 
returned to, and approved by, a former principal deputy; you require the field notes to be produced, and 
object to the certificate on which such accounts are paid by you, on account of the omission of date. If 
you have good reason to believe that the surveying for which payment is required to be made has been 
erroneously executed, it is your duty to require the production of the field notes, and examine the work 
previous to payment. But if, in this instance, you have no reason to believe that the surveying charged 
for in the account presented by Mr. Dinsmoor has been erroneously executed, then the omission of the date 
to the certificate of the principal deputy surveyor, or the suspicion of errors in surveying previously 
executed by Mr. Dinsmoor, and for which he has been paid, ought not to be considered as sufficient reasons 
for withholding the payment. 

An extract of your letter, assigning the reasons for the non-payment of Mr. Washington’s account, 
has been forwarded to him. 
Iam, &c., 

GEO. GRAHAM. 


GrorceE Davis, Esq., Surveyor General, Washington, Mississippi. 


Nore.—This letter accounts for the non-payment by Mr. Davis of the accounts of those deputy suryeyors 
who executed work under the directions of Mr. Silas Dinsmoor, sr., the field notes of which work he 
retained in his possession. 





Extract of a letter from George Graham to George Davis, surveyor, &c., dated General Land Office, April 4, 1826 


“With respect to the payment of the account of Mr. Silas Dinsmoor, it was not expected, after the 
expression of your opinions in relation to the execution of the surveys in the district south of the 31st 
degree of latitude, that you would have paid them until you were furnished with and had examined the 
field notes, or were otherwise entirely satisfied as to the correctness of the work charged for. Whenever 


¢ The four marked thus } are the ones mentioned by mistake, in my letter to the General Land Office of October 27, as 
being east instead of west of Pearl river. 
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that is the case, you will pay the account without reference to the Staté line, it not having as yet been 
connected with the township plats south of the 31st degree of latitude.” 


On the 11th charge, Mr. Graham referred to Mr. Dinsmoor’s deposition. 
On the 12th charge, Mr. Graham laid before the committee the following letters: 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, August 10, 1826. 


Sm: Your note of the 9th instant, together with the papers accompanying it, including an account 
current against the United States for surveying, are this moment received. All surveying accounts are 
settled by the First Auditor of the Treasury, and there is no power in this office either to approve or reject 
the accounts. 

No surveyors, except the surveyors general and those vested in their particular districts with the 
powers of the surveyors general, being authorized to transmit their accounts through this office to the 
First Auditor, your accounts ought to have been presented, as heretofore, for adjustment and payment 
to the surveyor of the lands south of the State of Tennessee, within whose surveying district the services 
were performed. 

Your account current, and the papers accompanying it, are therefore returned, that you may take that 
regular course with them which the regulations of the treasury prescribe. 

If you desire it, the accounts can be transmitted for adjustment through this office to the surveyor of 
the lands south of the State of Tennessee. 

If there be any special reasons why your accounts should take a course of settlement different from 
that prescribed by the rules of the treasury for the settlement of the accounts of all other principal deputy 
surveyors, and the course heretofore pursued in relation to the settlement of your own accounts, applica- 
tion should be made to the Secretary of the Treasury, who will give such directions in your case as the 
circumstances incident to it may require. 

It is proper to state, that this office having been informed by the surveyor of the lands south of the 
State of Tennessee that you had refused to transfer to the gentleman appointed by him to supersede you 
in office of principal deputy surveyor the books, papers, and records belonging to that office, instructions 
have been given to him to take such legal measures as may be deemed proper to compel you to deliver 
them up. 

Iam, &c., 
. GEO. GRAHAM. 

Siras Dinsmoor, Esq., now in Washington City. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 30, 1827. 


Sir: In reply to your letters of the 26th and 29th instant relative to the adjustment of our accounts, 
I must refer you to my communication heretofore made to you on that subject. 

You intimate that the government having obtained possession of the papers and records heretofore 
withheld by you, the principal cause for not adjusting your accounts at the treasury is removed. The 
withholding of those papers was a good cause for the refusal to adjust your accounts at all, but the fact 
of the government having obtained possession of them is no reason why your accounts should be adjusted 
in a manner different from that prescribed by the rules and regulations of the treasury, and different from 
that in which you have hitherto been accustomed to settle them; that is, by the surveyor of the district in 
which you were one of the principal deputies, he being the only person who has the means within his 
power of checking your accounts, so far as they relate to charges for examining and recording surveys. 
So far as you may have a claim for salary, the First Auditor may be able to check your account, and may, 
therefore, under the direction of the Comptroller, settle it out of the usual routine for adjusting those 
accounts. 

You allege the want of confidence in the present surveyor as the reason why your accounts should 
not be acted upon by him, and submit certain papers to justify the allegation. The allegations are general, 
and if they are deemed sufficient to withdraw from the settlement of the surveyor your accounts, they are 
equally applicable to the settlement of all other accounts by him, and the question, therefore, is one for 
the consideration of the President, and not for that of the accounting officer. 

Yours, respectfully, 
GEO. GRAHAM. 


P. S.—The papers submitted by you are herewith returned. 
Siras Dinsmoor, Esq., now af Washington. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA TC BE ALLOWED TO SELL THE LANDS IN THAT STATE 
RESERVED FOR SCHOOLS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 27, 182'7. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION on the subject of school lands in the State of Indiana. 


Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our representatives requested, to use their best exertions to procure the passage of an act of Congress . 
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extending to the legislature of the State of Indiana the same right and authority, under similar restrictions 
to convey, in fee simple, all or any part of the lands heretofore reserved and appropriated by Congress for 
the use of schools within this State, as has been given to the legislature of the State of Ohio by an act of 
Congress entitled ‘An act to authorize the legislature of the State of Ohio to sell the lands heretofore 
appropriated for the use of schools in that State,” approved February 1, 1826. 
Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit to each of our senators and 
representatives in Congress a copy of the foregoing resolution as soon as practicable. 
H. H. MOORE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN H. THOMPSON, President of the Senate. 


19rH Coneress. | No. 585. [2p Sesston. 








SETTLERS ON THE CHOCTAW LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 27, 1827. 


Mr. Scorr, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the memorial of the legislature of 
the Territory of Arkansas, praying that some measures might be adopted to relieve the settlers, and 
remunerate them for the improvements which they had made on the lands ceded to the Choctaw 
nation of Indians, (see No. 528,) reported: 


That by a treaty with the Quapaw nation of Indians, August 24, 1818, the United States acquired 
title to a large and valuable tract of country in the Territory of Arkansas, upon which settlements had 
been made, and on which extensive and valuable improvements were made ai{ter the date of the treaty. 
It appears to have been the views of the government to have intended to retain a portion of the country 
acquired by the treaty aforesaid exempt from settlements, to be given in exchange for the lands belonging 
to Indian tribes east of the Mississippi river. As early as December 15, 1818, an order issued from the 
War Department, by direction of the President, to General Jackson, then commanding the division of the 
south, requiring him to prevent the extension of the settlements in Arkansas west of a line connecting 
the sources of the Kiamichi, emptying into Red river, and the Poteau, emptying into the Arkansas river. 
On January 5, 1819, General Jackson issued his orders to the commanding officer at Fort Smith, directing 
him to carry the views of the government into effect, which, by the papers herewith, appears to have 
been done. In the year 1819 the lands, by order of the government, were surveyed nearly to the line 
connecting the sources of the Kiamichi and Poteau, and the people continued to extend their settlements 
and improvements on these lands, believing that when they were brought into market they could become 
the purchasers from the government of the improvements they were making. It is stated that about two 
thousand souls reside on those lands, and form a part of two counties. The committee would remark 
that before Arkansas was erected into a separate territorial government the people now spoken of were 
within the civil jurisdiction, and the process of the courts and the laws extended to them. In 1820, on 
the 18th of October, a treaty was made with the Choctaw Indians, by which ali that tract of country west 
of a line beginning on the Arkansas river, opposite a point where the lower Cherokee boundary strikes 
the same, and running to Red river, three miles below Little river, was ceded to the Choctaw Indians. 
This treaty contained no stipulation for the removal of the white people within or settled on the land 
ceded, although a large portion of the white people of Arkansas was thus transferred to the Indians. 
Great discontents, however, prevailed, and after repeated remonstrances, and renewed assurances that 
effective measures should be taken to secure the people settled on this land, a treaty was ultimately 
concluded with the Choctaws January 20, 1825, by which their title to the lands acquired by the treaty 
of October 18, 1820, was extinguished as far west as a line drawn from just below Fort Smith due south 
to Red river. This treaty, however, only provided a partial remedy for the evil and injury of which the 
people complained; and it is to have some further remedy applied that the memorial now under considera- 
tion was draughted and forwarded by the legislature of the Territory of Arkansas. 

This memorial emphatically prays that some provisions may be made, either in lands or money, for 
the relief of those of their fellow-citizens who have settled on and improved lands lying west of a line 
from below Fort Smith, on the Arkansas river, to Red river, and east of a line connecting the sources of 
the Kiamichi and Poteau; and allege, as a reason why they apply and think the government bound to 
comply, that permission, or at least a constructive permission, was given to make those settlements and 
improvements by the order from the President and War Department, December 15, 1818, and the order 
from the commanding general of the south, January 5, 1819. The Committee on Public Lands have seen, 
with regret, that this wandering and migrating spirit of the people leads them into constant violations of the 
law of the land in relation to the settlement on the public lands. The law in regard to settlement on the 
public lands is positive and imperative, and makes it the duty of the President to remove all intruders. 
The committee cannot, therefore, think that, had the orders from the President, through the War Department, 
of December 15, 1818, been positive in granting permission to settle on those lands, such order would 
have superseded the established and fixed law on the subject, or secured to the settlers any claims on the 
government for indemnity for improvements made. It is not, however, contended that the order of 
December 15, 1818, was positive in giving permission to settle, but that it implied permission to settle on 
all that tract of country east of a line connecting the sources of the Kiamichi and the Poteau, because it 
only positively forbid settlements to be made west of that line, and for those who had settled west to be 
removed east. This implied permission is, then, weaker than the case above stated by the committee, 
and, in their opinion, gave no right to make the settlement, nor created any claim on the government for 
remuneration in the event of the ultimate loss of their labor and improvements. It is this wandering 
and migrating disposition of the people that has been the foundation and given rise to all the doctrine of 
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the rights of pre-emption. At an earlier stage of the government, when it was an object to have the 
country explored; when the surveying was not completed; when the settlements were unconnected; 

and the toil, hardships, and dangers of new and distant settlements were infinitely more than at present, 

there may have been some reason for the special privileges and protection given to settlers; but the 

committee think that time past. The great abundance of good lands surveyed and prepared for market 

within the best settlements, at reduced prices, in small tracts, the committee believe, puts it in the power 

of any man to acquire a home; and that it is full time for Congress to make a decided and unbending 

stand against all further special privileges or pre-emptions within the several States and Territories. 

The committee cannot conclude this report without remarking, in justice to the people here alluded 
to, that they do not rank them with those lawless intruders on the public lands who resort to it for the mere 
purpose of destroying the timber, or digging up the bowels of the earth for minerals, and go off with the booty. 
The people in question were, doubtless, like many others who are far removed from the seat of government, 
many of them, ignorant of its laws, and apt to believe that whatever a superior officer of the government 
says or does is certainly right, and within the scope of his powers. These people may have inferred the 
right to settle from the orders of December 15, 1818, and the orders of January 5, 1819. They appear to 
have settled bona fide to secure homes, and the committee sincerely regret that they cannot recommend 
any relief to these unfortunate people without violating the fixed principles in regard to the public lands, 
establishing a dangerous precedent, awarding a premium for the violation of the law, and holding out 
assurances that for similar transgressions future rewards will be given; although there was no absolute 
obligation on the government to provide for or notice the actual condition of the settlers on those lands 
when the treaty of October 18, 1820, was concluded. It is not the less remarkable that, in that treaty, 
the Indians made professions to secure the improvements, or an equivalent to those of their tribe residing 
on the lands in the State of Mississippi, ceded by them to the United States, while the commissioners on the 
part of the United States entirely overlooked the situation of the white people on the lands ceded to the 
Indians. The commissioners could not plead ignorance in this matter, because one of them, General 
Jackson, who made the treaty, was the identical person to whum the order of December 15, 1818, had 
been directed by the War Department, and who, based on this order, issued his of January 5, 1819, to the 
commander at Fort Smith. This may, however, be one of the reasons why these people should not now 
be provided for; because, it is to be presumed, if the government had acknowledged any rights or claims 
to indemnity, it would have, in all probability, been noticed in that treaty. The committee would be glad 
to see those people, for whom relief is prayed in the memorial, placed in some situation where they might 
hereafter realize their wishes, and secure, by purchase from the government, their homes and: improve- 
ments. This, however, cannot be done without extinguishing the title of the Choctaw Indians which 
they acquired by the treaty of October 18, 1820. To do this belongs to the treaty-making power, and is 
not a subject for the committee to pass on. They, however, think it a subject worthy the consideration 
of the government, and submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be discharged from the further consideration of 
the subject, and that it be referred to the Secretary of War. 





Upon the request of Mr. Conway, delegate in Congress from the Territory of Arkansas, I make the 
following statement: 

In the month of June, in the year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, being in command of the 
United States troops stationed at Fort Smith, on the Arkansas river, I received an order from the com- 
manding officer of the southern division, (General Jackson,) commanding me to remove all the settlers 
who should be found west of a line drawn from the sources of the Kiamichi to the Poteau, the former a 
stream emptying into Red river, the latter into the Arkansas river, and to compel all such settlers to 
return to the east side of said line. Upon the receipt of the order I sat out with some half a dozen 
soldiers on horseback, a corporal’s guard, and proceeded to the tract of country on which the intruders 
had settled. I found about two hundred families, in the whole, on the west side of the line designated; 
some of them had crops growing; others none. I read the orders which I had received to the heads of 
the different families, requiring those who had no crops growing to obey it immediately, and to those who 
had time was allowed till October. The order was universally obeyed, and some of those to whom I had 
given leave to remain till their crop was gathered were driven in before that time by Captain Combs, 
commanding at Natchitoches, who had received a similar order, and executed it in the district of country 
next to Red river, in some instances burning the houses and destroying the crops. Afterwards Mr. Downs 
and Mr. Woodward, being authorized by government to run certain lines in Arkansas, fixed upon a line 
from the mouth of the Canadian Fork, southwardly to the head of Jack’s Fork, of Kiamichi, and down it 
to its mouth. This line was further west than the one designated in the order which I had received and 
executed; and immediately after many of those who had removed under the order of myself and Captain 
Combs reoccupied the ground from thich they had been removed. Information of this having reached the 
government of the United States, an order was sent to Colonel Arbuckle, commanding at Fort Smith, in 
the fall of the last year, commanding him to drive back all such intruders to the east side of the line from 
the sources of the Kiamichi and Poteau. This was accordingly done; and the people then, twice removed 
back, settled in the counties of Miller and Crawford, and I should suppose that about two thousand souls 
were cut off from the territory by the line fixed for the western boundary of Arkansas at the last session 
of Congress. 

Given under my hand, at Washington city, March 25, 1824. 

W. BRADFORD. 





DeparTMENT OF War, December 19, 1826. 


Sir: In reply to your letter of the 13th instant, respecting the removal of certain settlers on the 
public lands in Arkansas Territory, I transmit herewith a report of the clerk in charge of the Indian 
business of this department, with documents marked A and B, which gives the information required. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARBOUR. 
Hon. Tuomas Wuirpte, House of Representatives. 
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DepartMENT OF War, Office of Indian Affairs, December 19, 1826, 


Sir: In compliance with your directions, accompanied by a letter from the honorable Thomas Whipple, 
of the 13 instant, requesting that you will transmit, as soon as may be, the order from the Department of 
War for the removal of certain settlers on the public lands in the Arkansas Territory, of December 15 
1818, and also the report made on the same subject in the year 1821 by Colonel Henry D. Downs, who 
was commissioner to run the boundary line established by the Choctaw treaty of October 18, 1820, I have 
the honor to enclose herewith copies of said order and report, marked A and B. 


I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 
THO. L. McKENNEY. 
Hon. James Barsour, Secretary of War. 





A. 


Department or War, December 15,,1818. 


Sm: Under the late treaty with the Quapaws and Osages very extensive tracts of land have been 
acquired, a considerable portion of which is not intended to be brought immediately into market, and which 
may hereafter become the means of exchange for lands on this side of the Mississippi, above the mouth 
of the Kiamichi, and on the Arkansas above the mouth of the Poteau, and to the west of the main branch 
of the Kiamichi and Poteau, and a line drawn between their sources. 

The President has directed me to issue orders to prevent, for the present, the extension of the settle- 
ments on Red river. Those persons settled to the west of the line specified, or at points higher up the 
Red river and the Arkansas than those mentioned, will be removed. 

You will give the necessary orders to carry the views of the President into effect. It will be advisable 
to take the necessary measures at an early period, so as to give to such families as may be removed an 
opportunity to make arrangements for planting the next spring. 

I have, &c., 
' J. C. CALHOUN. 

Major General Anprew Jackson, Nashville, Tennessee. 





Warrenton, Mississippi, December 24, 1821. 


Sir: In obedience to your instruction to me, I have run, according to the treaty, the eastern line of 
the land ceded by the United States to the Choctaw nation west of the Mississippi; beginning at the 
mouth of Little river, running thence down Red river to a point three miles below the mouth of Little 
river; running thence north twenty-nine degrees and fifteen minutes east, one hundred and fifteen miles 
ten chains and fifty links, to a post on the south bank of the Arkansas river, where the lower boundary 
line of the Cherokees strikes the same; running thence with the course of the Arkansas river to the 
mouth of the Canadian Fork; a plat of which survey is herewith enclosed, and a map subjoined thereto 
of the country west of the eastern boundary which is settled by the whites, designating the position of 
the settlements; which map, and the field notes accompanying the same, you will please consider as a 
part of this report, to which I refer you for a more particular description of the line, and for some other 
information not herein detailed. The connexions of surveys marked in the map were surveys made prior 
to the Choctaw treaty. The settlements on the Arkansas are immediately on the river, extending from 
the eastern boundary nearly as far west as the mouth of the Canadian Fork. The settlements on Red 
river also extend from the eastern boundary westerly as far as the Kiamichi, and are more widely spread 
than they are on the Arkansas. A direct line from the mouth of the Poteau to the mouth of the Kiamichi 
would not relieve the white settlers, as was expected. Therefore, the line that I have considered best to 
suggest to you for that purpose will be a direct line from, the junction of the Canadian with the Arkansas 
to the mouth of Jack’s Fork of the Kiamichi; thence down Kiamichi river to Red river. This contemplated 
line would include about three hundred and seventy-five families, averaging about seven persons to a 
family, and about six millions five hundred thousand acres of land, which would be, from the best informa- 
tion I have been able to obtain, only a very small part of the Choctaw cession, 


I have the honor to be, &c., ; 
HENRY D. DOWNS, Commissioner, éc. 
Hon. J. C. Catuoun, Secretary of War. 
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APPLICATION OF OHIO AND ALABAMA FOR FURTHER RELIEF TO THE PURCHASERS OF 
PUBLIC LANDS, AND IN RELATION TO LANDS FOR A UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOLS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 28, 1827. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled : 


The undersigned inhabitants of the State of Alabama, beg leave to represent: That their situation, in 
respect to the public land debt. * * * [For this memorial see No. 583.] 





MEMORIAL to the Congress of the United States, asking permission for the trustees of the University of Alabama to select 
other lands in lieu of those herein described. ; 


Memorial to the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The memorial of the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama, in general assembly 
convened, respectfully represents: That section twelve, containing 688.80 acres, the northeast quarter 
of section seventeen, containing 159.11 acres, the northeast quarter of sectien twenty-eight, containing 
158.81 acres, and the east part of the northeast quarter of section thirty-four, containing 106.12 acres, 
in township four, range eleven west, in the Huntsville land district, patented to the trustees of the 
University of Alabama, July 16, 1824, have been subsequently sold by the United States to individuals 
who are now in peaceable possession thereof, and have made considerable and valuable improvements 
thereon. 

In order that the quiet possession of innocent and bona fide purchasers should not be disturbed, and 
believing that a selection of other lands couid be made as equally beneficial, your memorialists respectfully 
submit to your honorable bodies the propriety of passing a law granting permission to the said trustees of 
the University of the State of Alabama to make a selection of other lands in lieu thereof, giving said 
trustees the power of selecting any lands which have been forfeited, reverted, or relinquished to the 
United States, at any of the land offices in this State, in lieu of the above-described lands. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly convened, 
That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their efforts to 
obtain the passage of a law in conformity with the foregoing memorial. 

Be it further resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit to our senators and 
representatives in Congress one copy of the foregoing memorial and resolutions. 

SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
NICHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 12, 1827. JOHN MURPHY. 


Secretary or Srate’s Orrice, Zuscaloosa, January 16, 1827. 
I do certify the foregoing report and resolutions to be a correct copy of the original on file in this 
office, 
JAMES I. THORNTON, 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of the legislature of the State of Ohio respectfully represents: That by the act of Con- 
gress passed on the 183th day of April, A. D. 1802, making certain appropriations to the people of the 
territory northwest of the river Ohio, preparatory to the formation of a State government therein, it was 
proposed that section No. 16 in every township, and where such section had been sold or disposed of, 
other lands equivalent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, should be granted to the inhabitants of 
such township for the use of schools; which said propositions were, by an ordinance of the convention of 
said Territory, passed November 29, 1802, (after adding certain conditions by way of modification, ) 
acceded to; by which said modification, in addition to the proposition securing section No. 16, as aforesaid, 
it was proposed that a donation, equal to one thirty-sixth part of the amount of land in the United States 
military tract, should be made for the support of schools within that district; that a like provision should 
be made for the Virginia reservation, so far as the unlocated lands in that tract would supply the propor- 
tion aforesaid; and, also, that a donation of the same kind, or such other provision as Congress might 
deem expedient, should be made to the inhabitants of the Western Reserve; and that all the lands which 
might thereafter be purchased of Indian tribes by the United States, lying within the State of Ohio, the 
one thirty-sixth part thereof should be given, as aforesaid, for the support of public schools; which said 
propositions of the convention aforesaid were accepted and agreed to on the part of the general govern- 
ment, as appears from an act of Congress passed March 3, A. D. 1808, granting, agreeably to the proposi- 
tions aforesaid, to the United States and Virginia military tracts their just proportion of schooi lands; 
and granting, also, to the said Western Reserve 56,000 acres of land, being equal in amount to one thirty- 
sixth part of all that section of said Western Reserve to which the Indian title had at that time been 
extinguished. From these circumstances, and the acts above alluded to, your memorialists infer that it 
was the intention of Congress, and the just expectation of the inhabitants of said territory, that corre- 
sponding donations should be made for the balance of said Western Reserve as soon as the Indian title 
thereto might be extinguished; which, in a treaty concluded between the United States and sundry Indian 
tribes, at Fort Industry, July 4, A. D. 1805, was fully accomplished; and the Indian title to all the residue 
of said Western Reserve, being all that portion thereof lying west of the Cuyahoga river, containing about 
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1,540,000 acres, was thereby extinguished; an equivalent, equal to the one thirty-sixth part thereof, 
amounts, according to the estimates aforesaid, to 44,000 acres, to which your memorialists, agreeably to 
the acts, ordinance, and propositions aforesaid, conceive themselves justly entitled; and your memorialists 
doubt not but Congress, on a fair investigation of the subject, will concur with them in opinion as to the 
justice of their claim, and cheerfully adopt such measures as will render the inhabitants of said Western 
Reserve equal participators with other sections of their State in the benevolent liberalities of Congress, 

The legislature of the State of Ohio being now engaged in making provision by law for the sale 
of all their school lands, and investing the avails thereof in productive funds, deem it highly important 
that the entire interest of each section of said State should be fully and clearly defined; your memorialists, 
therefore, respectfully invite the attention of Congress to this important subject, and earnestly request 
that provision be made for granting to the State of Ohio, for the use of schools in said Western Reserve, 
their just proportion of school lands not heretofore appropriated, amounting’, as your memorialists have 
previously shown, to 44,000 acres. And your memorialists would further suggest to the consideration of 
your honorable bodies, inasmuch as the appropriation has been long delayed, the propriety of permitting 
said lands to be located in sections, out of any lands belonging to the United States in the State of Ohio 
not otherwise disposed of, by such agents as the governor of said State, for the time being, may appoint. 

Resolved, That the foregoing memorial be submitted to Congress, and that the governor be requested 
to transmit to the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives of Congress 
copies thereof, with a request that the same be laid before the Houses over which they respectively pre- 
side. 
EDWARD KING, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A, SHEPHERD, Speaker of the Senate. — - 


January 24, 182. 
Secretary oF Srate’s Orricy, Columbus, Ohio, January 26, 1827. 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 
JER. M’LENE, Secretary of State. 





Executive Department, Columbus, Ohio, February 1, 1527. 
Sir: The accompanying memorial and resolution of the legislature of this State are communicated, 
with a request that you will be pleased to submit them to the body over which you preside. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
ALLEN TRIMBLE, 





Executive Department, Ohio, Columbus, February 1, 1827. 


Sir: The following resolutions are communicated in obedience to the request of the legislature of 


this State. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, ALLEN TRIMBLE. 

Resolved by the general assembly of the State of Ohio, That our senators and representatives in Con- 
gress be requested to use their exertions to procure the extension of the relief laws of the United States, 
so as to embrace purchasers of public lands who have forfeited their payments on the same, and to enable 
said purchasers, or their assignees, to invest the several sums so forfeited in any new purchase of public 
lands. 
Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolution to the Speaker 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, and to each of our 
senators and representatives in Congress. 
EDWARD KING, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. SHEPHERD, Speaker of the Senate. 


January 29, 1827. 
Secretary or Srate’s Orrice, Columbus, Ohio, January 29, 18277. 


I certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original roll remaining on file in this office. 
JER. MLENHE, Secretary of State. 
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APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND TO THE DISBANDED OFFICERS OF 
THE LATE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES OF THE WAR OF 1812-15, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 3, 1827. 


Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Louisiana in general assembly 
convened, That our senators and representatives in the Congress of the United States be instructed and 
requested to use their best and most energetic endeavors to have passed into a law a bill making provision, 
in — for the disbanded officers of the late army of the United States, according to their respective 
grades. 
And be it further resolved, That the governor of the State of Louisiana be requested to transmit to 
each of the said senators and representatives a copy of the above resolution. 

OCT. LA BRANCHE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. BEAUVAIS, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 18, 1827. 


H. JOHNSON, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
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